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Country Furniture & Home DeCor
Looking for something out of the ordinary? Country Furniture & Home Decor, 115 Hall St. nelson, toll-Free 1-866-352-3665

by Art Joyce
Get ready, warns John Calvert, 

your electricity bills are about to get 
much, much higher – maybe not right 
away, but within the next decade. 
Calvert, an associate professor 
at Simon Fraser University who 
served as energy advisor to the NDP 
government in the 1990s, spoke to a 
capacity crowd at the Kaslo United 
Church the evening of December 
4. Calvert told the audience that the 
current government’s Energy Plan 
commits British Columbians to 
paying for billions of dollars worth 
of private power.

He began with some historical 
perspective. BC Hydro, the Crown 
corporation that was used by Premier 
WAC Bennett to build dams on the 
Columbia River and throughout 
BC during the early 1960s, has 
been restructured by the Liberal 
government. It can no longer invest in 
new infrastructure and must acquire 
all new sources of power from private 
developers. Until now, BC Hydro has 
based its rates on a near-cost formula 
that has resulted in some of the lowest 
rates in North America – around 6 
cents a kilowatt-hour (averaging 
$50-60 per megawatt-hour).

The BC Liberals’ 2002 Energy 
Plan changed all that, creating a ‘gold 
rush’ on water licenses by Independent 
Power Producers (IPPs). The 2006 
call for proposals from IPPs resulted 
in the signing of Energy Purchase 
Agreements (EPAs) totaling $15.6 
billion, at about $87 per megawatt-
hour. Recent documents submitted to 

Energy expert speaks to audience in Kaslo about power privatization
the BC Utilities Commission reveal 
that the total commitment to these 
contracts is closer to $28.4 billion. 
The public will not have ownership 
of any new hydro facilities, Calvert 
said, and the EPA contracts are locked 
in from 15-40 years.  

“The government is changing 
us from owners of energy to renters 
of someone else’s energy,” said 
Calvert. 

The government is using public 
funds to act as financier to private 
enterprise, Calvert added, since 
EPA contracts provide collateral 
for development capital loaned 
from banks. Meanwhile, returns 
on the use of public resources are 
minimal, Calvert explained. Small 
hydro projects producing under 10 
megawatts pay about $5,000 in fees 
on a venture that will generate about 
$10-20 million in revenue per year. 
Water rental fees average just over $1 
per megawatt hour. Even when energy 
capacity surcharges are included, the 
public ends up with between 3-4% of 
the value of the resource. Few of the 
proposed ‘run of river’ projects will 
be ‘mom and pop’ operations. A list 
of the successful water license holders 
shows that only 10 corporations – 
many of them large multinationals 
such as Ledcor, Plutonic Power and 
AXOR – hold 196 of roughly 500 
licenses granted. Many are already 
treating these licenses like hot stocks, 
flipping them for profit based on the 
guaranteed future revenue stream. 
First Nations have largely been cut 
out of the party, holding only five 

water licenses.
“Tiny hydro contractors aren’t 

going to be able to swim in this big 
pond once their licenses expire,” 
Calvert predicted.

Calvert concluded by explaining 
that the government’s Energy Plan 
will leave British Columbians 
vulnerable both to soaring energy 
costs and energy insecurity through 
increasing energy exports to the 
US. In the past, BC Hydro was 
required to obtain an Energy Removal 
Certificate for exports. This protection 
has been eliminated under Bill 40. 
He also pointed out that these IPP 
hydro projects, once constructed, 
provide few long-term local jobs and 
the revenue seldom remains in the 
community. He advocated a return to 

the historic role of BC Hydro as the 
public’s supplier of energy generation, 
a ramping up of the Power Smart 
program for energy conservation, 
and a review of the special rate given 
industry ($37 per megawatt). 

Many in the audience were 
concerned about the Glacier/Howser 
hydro project being developed by 
the AXOR corporation. This was 
addressed in a slide presentation by 
Lee-Anne Unger of the West Kootenay 
EcoSociety, who explained that at 125 
megawatts, this project is hardly 
‘micro hydro.’ Its environmental 
impacts will be huge, Unger said, with 
91.5 kilometres of transmission line 
cut in swaths up to a half-kilometre 
wide through pristine forest. None of 
the water taken from Glacier, Howser 

and its tributaries will be returned to 
their source but diverted through the 
penstock to eventually be dumped 
into the Duncan dam reservoir. Bull 
trout spawning grounds are likely 
to be affected, as will the already 
fragile grizzly population. AXOR 
is currently in the application stage 
with the Environmental Assessment 
Office. Once the EAO receives the 
application, it will have 30 days to 
review it, with a further 30-day public 
comment period. A license can be 
granted within 180 days from the 
time of application, at which point 
construction may proceed.

The information in Calvert’s 
presentation is available through his 
recently released book, Liquid Gold: 
Energy Privatization in BC. 

by Jan McMurray
Springer Creek Forest Products 

has recently laid off 55 mill workers 
and is down to one shift.

General Manager Ralph Tomlin 
says “it isn’t pretty” for forestry these 
days, but he is optimistic about the 
long-term viability of the Slocan 
operation.

“Our current ownership is 
dedicated to doing everything 
possible to keep it open here, and our 
crew is really good and is working 
with us – it’s a team effort to keep 
our doors open,” he said.

Tomlin says the situation in 

Slocan is unlikely to change in the 
next three to four months, “but 
beyond that, there may be reason for 
optimism. If enough mills curtail, it 
could strengthen our position – it’s 
a matter of who can be the last one 
standing.”

He explained that “it really 
is as simple as a supply-demand 
equation.” There is too much supply 
and not enough demand for lumber 
because of the depressed housing 
markets in both the US and Japan, 
combined with the strong Canadian 
dollar. “And the mortgage fiasco in 
the US has taken the US housing 

Springer Creek down to one shift
market out at the knees,” he said.

He says the US and Japanese 
markets are equally important for 
Springer Creek, and believes the 
Japanese market will come back 
sooner.

He points out that the BC forestry 
industry suffered 2,000 permanent 
job losses in November, and that 
the brisk pace of curtailments and 
closures continues, but that the 
slump in forestry is worldwide.

“There’s no relief in sight in 
2008. I think it will be into 2009 that 
there will be any sort of a rebound,” 
predicted Tomlin.

Gary Wright, Mayor of New Denver, was elected chair of the RDCK board for 
the third year in a row. Vice chair for the year is Tom Mann, Director of Area C, 

which is situated west of Creston and east of Salmo.

www.columbiapower.org

a regular conservation feature 
brought to you by

Low Cost Home Improvements 
 • Replace furnace and air conditioning filters monthly.
 • Caulk between window/door frames and walls. 
 • Weatherstrip between doors and frames
 • Add storm windows or use plastic film kits to improve single-pane windows. 
 • Insulate hot water heater.
 • Install motion sensors, dimmers, and timers for indoor and outdoor lighting. 
 • Install ceiling or other fans to cut down on air conditioning costs.

Santa and Mrs. Claus made the trek from the North Pole to attend Kaslo’s annual light-up, December 7.
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BUYERS OF CEDAR 
& PINE POLES

Mike Casey  cell   344-8477
Offering planning, management 
and sales for Woodlot Licences 

and Private Land Owners.

P.O. Box 4, 
Brisco, B.C. V0A 1B0

Phone (250) 346-3315
Fax (250) 346-3218

TOLL FREE 1-866-346-3315

WOOD PRESERVERS LTD.

Computer 
Problem?

Call Ron at the Old Grey Barn 
250-265-2163

CLUB MONTE-CARLO 
presents 

’08 New Years 
Eve Party!

Characters, Costumes or Black Tie… 

Silverton Gallery
Doors Open 8:00

Dancing, Games and Prizes

Everyone Welcome! 
Tickets $15 @ Silverton Building Supplies, Fat Kats

Leftover tickets available at Door

Sponsored by RPDS

Have you 
considered
A CAREER

as a part-time
paramedic?

NOW HIRING
The British Columbia Ambulance Services is now receiving 

applications for part-time paramedics in the Edgewood, Kaslo, 
Nakusp, New Denver and Winlaw areas.

We offer:
• A chance to serve your community in a vital emergency role
• Shifts based on personal availability
• A good rate of pay
For those who successfully pass the hiring criteria, minimum entry level 
training (EMR) may be provided, with a return in service agreement.

For further information contact:
Nakusp Unit Chief, Barb Miller at 265-3721 or
New Denver Unit Chief, Karen Forsythe at 358-7777

Visit www.health.gov.bc.ca/bcas/careers
YOU CAN MAKE A DIFFERENCE

Village of 
Silverton

2008 Council Meeting Schedule
January 8 & 22
February 12 & 26
March 11 & 25
April 8 & 22
May 13 & 27
June 10 & 24

July 22
August 26
September 9 & 23
October 14 & 28
November 10 & 25
December 1 & 9

Thanks for
the great
summer!

Re-opening in 2008!

303 Lake Avenue • Silverton, BC

by Jan McMurray
Peter Ferguson of the Slocan Valley 

Concerned Citizens Forum attended the 
RDCK board meeting on December 8 
to ask for a referendum on the planning 
process in the south valley.

“Will the RDCK board give Area H 
residents a referendum on the planning 
and zoning that is being forced on us, or 
set it aside?” he asked.

He presented the board with a copy 
of a petition containing 1582 signatures 

asking for a referendum, along with 
a letter.

In the letter, he objects to the survey 
that had recently been mailed out to all 
south Slocan Valley residents as part of 
the planning process. He asserts that “it 
is nothing but a set of loaded questions” 
and that the last question – ‘Do you want 
planning and zoning?’ – should have 
been the first question.

Many of the RDCK directors 
responded to Ferguson with a similar 

message – that the public input gathered 
in an Official Community Planning 
(OCP) process is much more meaningful 
than a simple yes or no that would come 
out of a referendum.

Director Munro acknowledged 
that “1500 names on a petition is fairly 
significant” and assured that the petition 
would be taken into consideration along 
with all the public input gathered during 
the process.

Munro said that of the 570 surveys 
that had come back so far (the deadline 
was still a week away, in mid December), 
72% had said ‘yes’ to the last question on 
whether or not they wanted planning.

After several of the directors had 
addressed Ferguson’s concerns, board 
chair Gary Wright told him that there 
would be no referendum. “This is a 
public process and your presence here 
is part of the process,” he said.

Lawrence Poznikoff of Crescent 
Valley then spoke, saying that the 
petition showed there was no demand 
for the process, and asked the board to 
“give due consideration to the majority 
in our communities” and to “consider 
seriously the petition given to you.”

Chair Wright assured him that his 
“request for due consideration was 
received and will be followed.” He also 
said that the demand for the process had 

come from some people in the valley 
who had asked for planning.

The Official Community Planning 
process in Area H/the Slocan Valley 
began more than one year ago. Based 

on the initial response from the 
communities, Area H Director Don 
Munro decided to have two different 
planning processes – one for the south 
and one for the north.

Referendum on planning in south Slocan Valley refused

by Jan McMurray
The School District No. 10 (Arrow 

and Slocan Lakes) community is 
moving forward with setting up a 
‘Social Planning Council’ as part of the 
Community Connections program.

T h e  S c h o o l  C o m m u n i t y 
Connections program was designed 
to promote sustainable and innovative 
collaboration between school boards 
and local governments and take into 
account the needs of the community as 
a whole. It is funded by the BC School 
Trustees’ Association and the Union of 
BC Municipalities.

The program has three phases. 
During Phase I, 24 local groups in the 
Arrow/Slocan Lakes area got together 
to explore ways they could co-operate 
to gain efficiencies. In Phase II, the 
groups are looking at setting up a ‘Social 
Planning Council.’ Phase III is intended 
to assist communities in taking their 
concept from planning to reality.

Discussion so far indicates that the 

Social Planning Council will be charged 
with: looking at strategies to attract 
working people to the area; organizing 
the delivery of pre-employment courses; 
finding efficiencies within our schools 
and municipalities; and much more.

The draft vision statement of the 
council is: “The Social Planning Council 
understands that our communities 
are facing unprecedented change as 
the dependence on resources lessens, 
employment declines, populations shift 
and support for local programs and 
services in health education and social 
services diminishes, causing providers 
to try to do more with less.

“The people in our region are people 
of spirit, independence and self-reliance. 
The Vision for the council should be 
reflective of those qualities. It should 
also be proactive and positive while at 
the same time being realistic about the 
seriousness of what lies ahead.”

The group will meet again January 
23. The process is being facilitated by 
SK Associates of Castlegar.

Social Planning Council in the 
works for Arrow/Slocan Lakes

Notes from the RCMP
•JV Humphries School in Kaslo 

was evacuated on December 7 as 
a result of a bomb threat made by 
telephone. Kaslo RCMP quickly 
located the youth suspect and 
confirmed the threat was false.

•On December 6 a member of 
the RCMP Highway Patrol observed 
a suspicious vehicle traveling 
southbound on Highway 6 near 
Crescent Valley. The vehicle was 
missing a front license plate, and 
the rear license plate appeared to be 
crookedly attached with twine. The 
officer pulled over the vehicle with 
its two male occupants and upon 
investigating discovered it was on 
record as stolen from the Oliver 
area. 

Both males, aged 19 and 22, were 
also found to be in possession of illicit 
drugs. They were arrested, taken 
into custody and transported to the 
Castlegar detachment. Both will appear 
in Provincial Court facing charges of 
possession of stolen property and 
possession of a controlled substance. 

Members of the West Kootenay 
Traffic and Integrated Road Safety 
Unit will continue to focus on 
behaviours that put drivers, passengers 
and other road users at risk. Impaired 
driving, seatbelt use and inattention 
at intersections will be targeted for 
enforcement. 
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Want to 
contribute to the 

Valley Voice?
Why not consider a 

voluntary 
subscription? 

$10-$30 per year

• New & Used Music
• Used Books
• We buy, sell and trade

Thousands of Books & CDs

Packrat annie’s
411 Kootenay St. nelson 354-4722

Smokey Creek Salvage
24 HR TOWING

New & Used Auto Parts, Back Hoe Work, Certified 
Welding & Repairs, Vehicle Removal

WE BUY CARS & TRUCKS
CLOSED:
December 21 - January 8
359-7815  
1-877-376-6539
3453 YEATMAN RD, SOUTH SLOCAN

wishes everyone a
HAPPY HOLIDAY SEASON!

Thanks for another great year of serving your communities
LAST ISSUE OF 2008 – DECEMBER 19 (Deadline December 14)

NEWS FLASH!
In 2008, the Valley Voice will be a Thursday paper

Friday deadline remains the same
Biweekly schedule remains the same

FIRST ISSUE IN 2008 - JANUARY 17 (Deadline January 11)

The office will be closed December 22 through January 6

valleyvoice@netidea.com • 358-7218 (phone) • 358-7793 (fax) • www.valleyvoice.ca

by Don Currie
Public resistance continues to rise 

over a proposal by the Slocan Valley 
Abattoir Co-operative (SVAC) to 
build a slaughterhouse on a 3.9-acre 
parcel of Village-owned land south of 
the Slocan boundary. 

At the December 12 council 
meeting, Art Pomerenke, long-time 
Slocan resident, presented a petition 
with over 116 signatures “to show that 
the people of Slocan and area do not 
want the abattoir to be placed in or 
near the Village of Slocan.” 

Four letters were also tabled, 
expres s ing  conce rns  abou t 
the appropriateness of council 
supporting the project, groundwater 
contamination, the proximity of the 
abattoir to the Village, road access, 
highway safety, the effect on Village 
property values, and enforcement of 
government inspection regulations. 
One letter asked if the estimated 13 
new jobs were full or part time and at 
what wages. During question period, 
people asked about the volume of 
water the abattoir would require 
from the Village water system, how 
the water would be paid for, and 
the financial obligations of Slocan 
taxpayers on top of the donation of 
Village-owned land to SVAC.

The most dramatic opposition 
was voiced by Ray Caouette, Slocan 
resident, who served all council 
members with written notice that he 
would mount a class action suit to stop 
what he called “an illegal venture.” 
Caouette called upon SVAC and 
Village council to post bonds to ensure 
that air quality would not be altered by 
the operation of the abattoir. 

“Can the abattoir cooperative 
guarantee that, should the present 
quality be altered in the least, they will 
immediately close the plant until the 
issue is resolved?” 

He called for SVAC to put in 
writing what he termed “a punitive 
monetary amount of $10,000 per day” 
to accumulate in a fund that would be 
used to buy out homeowners whose 
property values would be affected by 
odours from the slaughterhouse. 

Caouette also said the mayor was 
in a conflict of interest and should 
not participate in any further council 
discussions on the project because his 
land abutted the proposed abattoir and 
he was an employee of Mike Mills, the 
first shareholder of the co-op. 

Prior to the council meeting, an 
eight-point statement by SVAC in 
support of the proposal was mailed to 
Village residents by the Village office. 
The mail-out included a message from 
council asking residents to review the 
SVAC information and announcing 
that a member of council would visit 
each resident during the week of 
December 10 to canvass opinions. 
Caouette challenged the propriety of 
council promoting “a separate interest” 
by circulating SVAC information and 
attempting to influence public opinion. 
He called for a plebiscite to be held 
at the same time as the February 2 
byelection called to fill the seat vacated 
by former Councillor Joanne Ellis. 

Councillor John Gates said nothing 
definite had been decided regarding the 
location of the abattoir. He said he had 

heard that New Denver and Lemon 
Creek were looking at the project, 
and that what SVAC wanted from 
the Village was the value of the land. 
Councillor Marc Septav said the first 
stage was to determine if the villagers 
wanted the project. He said Village 
council was within its rights to canvass 
the town and it was up to the residents 
to decide if they wanted it or not. 

At this point Mayor Van Bynen 
declared the discussion on the matter 
over and the debate ended. Council is 
planning another public meeting on 

the abattoir by mid-January and Mayor 
Van Bynen said all written questions 
would be answered at that time.

In an interview after  the 
council meeting, Caouette said he 
was concerned about the size of 
the proposed abattoir, which is six 
times larger than the plant council 
members visited on Vancouver Island 
last September. He feared a large 
operation would produce odours that 
would kill any chance of tourism and 
development in the Village.

 He said the tax base of the Village 

was too small, and with a potential mill 
closure in the offing, council should 
be encouraging home construction 
and attracting tourism and retirees to 
a beautiful area. He said he was told 
by the Village office that a boundary 
expansion would take place in July but 
nothing had happened. 

The SVAC document mailed to 
Village residents by council states, “…
should the Village boundaries expand 
south the abattoir will contribute to 
the Village’s tax base.” A follow-up 
call to Administrator Eunice Ludlow 

confirmed that negotiations on 
boundary expansion had taken place 
with Derek Trimmer of the Ministry 
of Community Services. The Ministry 
advised the Village that boundary 
expansion should not go forward until 
the planning process in the southern 
Slocan Valley were concluded. Ludlow 
said council has plans to meet with 
RDCK Area H Director Don Munro 
and that boundary expansion and a 
Village OCP were still active topics 
for council and discussion would be 
resumed in the New Year.

Opposition mounts to slaughterhouse in Slocan City

by Art Joyce
She’s the Mother Theresa of bird 

rescue. Carol Pettigrew, founder of 
BEAKS (Bird Emergency and Kare 
Society), has been rescuing birds since 
the 1950s. BEAKS has a mission: to 
reduce wild bird injuries and deaths 
through education, rehabilitation and 
release. Although not a trained avian 
veterinarian, Pettigrew’s success rate 
speaks for itself.

“I must have been a natural at it, 
because none of them died. They need 
very specialized care – the opposite 
of what you would do for dogs and 
cats.”

She says the majority of the birds 
she treats are injured by overhead 
power lines, which disorient their 
natural navigation systems. The New 
York Audubon Society estimates that 
100 million birds annually are killed 
in the US alone due to collisions with 
buildings and broadcast towers.

Pettigrew founded BEAKS as 
a registered charity in 1998 because 
she was so inundated with injured 
birds and desperately needed funds. 
Every bird costs a minimum $70 just 
to feed – more if they need medicine. 
For big eaters like cedar waxwings, it 
can cost up to $200 to get them back 
to health. 

“Our release rate is 80-85%, which 
is really high. Most clinics are happy 
if they get a 30% release rate,” says 
Pettigrew.

Pettigrew uses her home at 
Blueberry Creek for the clinic – the 
only bird shelter in southern BC east 
of Vancouver. The secret lies in her 
willingness to stay up all night to 
ensure injured birds are nursed through 
their critical stages. Recently she was 
brought two baby hummingbirds 
who were only an inch long, when 
their mother had been killed. It took 

BEAKS bird rescue charity fundraising to keep doors open
three weeks of 24/7 care, feeding by 
eyedropper, with meticulous care to 
ensure they weren’t over- or underfed. 
An osprey who was shot near Fernie 
and brought to BEAKS was saved in 
part thanks to locals who brought in 
donations of fish. Pettigrew is only able 
to stabilize raptors, so for rehabilitation 
they must be sent to a clinic in Delta. 
WestJet in Trail donates the cost of 
transporting them to the coast.

Items on the BEAKS Christmas 
wish list include snow berries and 
mountain ash berries for birds such 
as waxwings who need to recuperate 
over the winter months. Pettigrew says 
it’s important to cull only 10% of a 
mountain ash tree and prune the entire 
branch with the berries.

Pettigrew says the number of 
birds has doubled to 300 this year, 
as people become more aware of 
BEAKS. Unfortunately her budget 
hasn’t doubled, and the clinic has 
nearly closed due to lack of funds. 
Normally BEAKS uses a raffle to raise 
funds for her operating budget but has 
been unable to come up with the cost 
of printing tickets this year. Pettigrew 
has had to hire more staff, who have 
donated much of their time to keep the 

doors open. 
This year’s main fundraiser is a 

desk calendar for a minimum donation 
of $5-10, but for a $20 donation a tax 
receipt is available. BEAKS is seeking 
both donations and volunteers. 

Those interested in giving an 

injured bird a chance at life can contact 
New Denver BEAKS representative 
Linny LaMarche at 358-7208 or 
Colleen Matte at 352-0083. Calendars 
are also available at the Kaslo 
Pennywise office and the Cottonwood 
Animal Clinic in Nelson.

CORRECTION
The Slocan Lake Stewardship 

Society is facilitating, not a fish and 
krill (shrimp) survey, as reported in 
the December 5 Valley Voice, but 
rather a Creel Survey for Slocan 
Lake.
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Congratulations 
to the Kaslo 
Trailblazers 
Society

A big thank you to Silvio Lettrari 
and all the volunteers for a beautiful 
trail and a magnificent bridge. 
What a wonderful project that will 
be enjoyed by many generations 
to come. Maybe even by some 
bears if they don’t want to get their 
feet wet! Unfortunately even such 
positive initiatives like this often 
have naysayers in their community. 
(Just talking about my personal 
experience here). So it is especially 
nice to see this part of the project 
completed. Congratulations and 
happy walking!

Uli Holtkamp
Argenta 

Response to 
Burton heli-pad 
letter

I  would  l ike  to  respond 
to the Burton heli-pad letter 
without getting into some of the 
questionable information implied. 
As a community member who wants 
to be informed, I read all the local 
papers. That is my responsibility. 
I t  was  the  t enure  ho lde r s ’ 
responsibility to post the application 
in a local paper. They did. As stated 
in the letter, it is unfortunate that 
80% of the population of Burton 
was not informed. That is their 
responsibility.

Denyse Marshall
Burton

Legal brutality
So Robert Latimer, who was 

found guilty of the mercy killing of 
his daughter, has been denied parole 
because he doesn’t agree with the 
values of the system. Parole is about 
whether a person is likely to re-
offend, not insisting that they share 
the sometimes idiotic attitudes of 
our society. As Mr. Latimer does not 
have another hopelessly, agonizingly 
ill daughter he is no “danger to 
society” and he should be allowed 
parole immediately. Better still, he 
should never have been imprisoned 
in the first place for his selfless 
action.

Keith Newberry
Slocan

Streetlights in 
Kaslo

I have been working on the 
invasive-streetlight issue in Kaslo. 
(You know the ones — sulphur-
coloured light in your bedroom and 
the sky instead of focused on the 
street.) There are fixtures available 
from Fortis to replace the fixtures 
we now have. The newer ones 
are called Full-Cut-Off Optics, or 
FCOs. The lights that go in them are 
flat-bottomed, so that light doesn’t 
escape.

If you live in the Village of 
Kaslo, or the area, and are interested 
in updating Village lighting, and 
would like to be on my email list of 
conversations with Fortis, and soon 
the Village, get in touch. holley@
telusplanet.net

Holley Rubinsky
Kaslo

Dear Slocan 
Lake community

As president of the Slocan Lake 
Stewardship Society and a resident 
of the Village of Slocan, I would like 
to state that I am a motorboat owner, 
as are several of our members.

The Slocan Lake Stewardship 
Society focuses on community 

In praise of 
Joanne Ellis

Sometimes we have the privilege 
of knowing an exceptional person 
and too often that person goes along 
without realizing how they’re valued 
by others. For that reason we want 
to publicly acknowledge Joanne 
Ellis because we have known her 
for 30 years and think that she is 
one of the very best people we’ve 
ever known.

Joanne has always worked 
extremely hard for the betterment 
of the Slocan Valley community. 
Especially where young people 
are concerned, Joanne has been a 
guiding light, always with time to 
listen to their concerns and needs, 
always caring, fair, kind, honest, 
always involved. That’s why kids run 
to hug her when they see her.

Yet Joanne is a person with no 
ego. Her dedication to humanity is 
selfless and unflagging. Just when 
you think situations are hopeless 
she responds with a kind word and 
a burst of positive energy. But this 
sort of person can work themselves 
to exhaustion if not fed back some of 
the love and kindness they expend. 
So we want to say, “Thank you, 
Joanne. We admire your efforts and 
think you’re a top-notch human 
being.”

Phyllis and Ken Del Puppo
Slocan

Dear Lonely
Your call for help will not go 

unanswered. Your letter to the editor 
last issue was deeply moving and 
needless to say quite upsetting. To 
think of any one feeling so left out 
and alone was quite heartbreaking. 
My husband and I retired here 4 ½ 
yrs ago and are extremely happy 
living in New Denver. We never 
found a problem in meeting our 
neighbours or any new people in 
our town – everyone was so kind 
and generous and that continues to 
this very day. However, living in 
town is definitely not the same as 

Happy ending 
to EI story

First, thanks for printing my 
comments on Service Canada; I 
would like to offer “the rest of the 
story.” 

I visited the local EI office in 
Nelson on Monday, November 26, 
and was helped immediately by a 
courteous efficient, apologetic (and 
somewhat surprised) employee and 
was reminded that I have always 
found this to be the case once I reach 
a human.

There is in fact a local phone 
number (355-3155) I could have 
called to leave a message, which 
would have been enough on a Friday 
afternoon. Unfortunately, it had been 
removed from the website, and I 
had to search an old phone book to 
finally find it (another smack to the 
forehead moment...the old ways are 
ofttimes best). Problem solved in 5 
minutes.

I still have to wonder at the 
concept that you are forced to apply 
over the internet, and strongly 
encouraged to report and track your 
claim online, yet have no option 
anywhere to email EI. I can almost 
understand that answering phone 
calls from irate EI clients might 
not be the best way to spend their 
(our) surplus. I’m getting visions of 
immense warehouses in India with 
rank after rank of sweating frightened 
teenagers trying to calm outraged 
and confused Canadians… 

Some sort of “hello, I’m out 
here” mechanism can surely be built 
in to the web presence. Good luck to 
the next guy.

Ken Forsythe
Slocan

Thanks to 
RARTS

I would like to suggest that those 
who attempt to rewrite history might 
want to consider waiting until at least 
a majority of those of us who made 
the history have died.

I am a 33-year resident of the 
Slocan River Valley who helped 
build the Vallican Whole, who was 

Another 
perspective 
on ‘run of the 
river’ projects

Are  you  aware  tha t  the 
government is giving away one 
precious resource after another to 
individuals and companies, without 
even benefit to local communities? 
Tree farm licenses, mining rights 
(including oil and methane gas) and 
now finally wind and water rights 
have all been up for grabs. And 
they have been bought and sold by 
investors from both near and far. 
These resources, which rightfully 
belong to all British Columbians, 
have recently been handed over at 
bargain prices to individuals and 
companies. Neither local, long term 
jobs nor lower electric bills will 
result from these privatizations.

A timely talk about government 
policy and the privatization of our 
local creeks and rivers was given 
recently by John Calvert, Professor 
of Public Policy, Simon Fraser 
University. He reminded us that we 
have gone far beyond wake up calls. 
The creation of independent power 
producers is another chapter in the 
ongoing saga of the privatization of 
BC Hydro, an initiative that was aptly 
called “criminal” by an observer 
from the audience. In fact, Calvert 
answered by reminding us that 
“Citizens for Public Power” did try 
to launch a class action suit against 
the government and eventually was 
advised by their lawyers that it was 
pointless.

When asked to comment on the 
“ideology” of our government, Calvert 
referred to a place opportunistic 
businessmen know well. It’s called 
Howe Street in Vancouver and Bay 
Street in Toronto. If it boggles your 
mind to consider something as freely 
flowing and life sustaining as water 
and water licenses can be the object 
of buying and selling for profit, think 
again, we live in British Columbia. 
Here, wealth comes from natural 
resources and the government uses 
legislation like Bill 30 to insure 
‘investor’s rights’ are protected.

Where does the world of Howe 
Street and buying and selling of 
assets become connected to reality?

The clash occurs on the ground, 
in the environment and our local 
communities. In the case of the 

proposed Glacier-Howser ‘run of the 
river’ power project, it’s a very big 
one. Consider 243,165 cubic meters 
of waste rock and muck dumped 
beside the creek or 91.5 kilometres 
of a 100-metre-wide swath built for 
a transmission line, partly through 
ancient forest reserves. How about 
a 30-km tunnel drilled through rock 
to divert water from a creek into a 
reservoir. Here, the water doesn’t 
even go back into the creek! All of 
this is planned for the ‘run-of-the-
river’ Glacier-Howser project.

Calvert reminded us that the 
environmental studies are designed 
to look at individual impacts and 
they don’t address the overall effects 
of roads, transmission lines, de-
watered creeks etc. Also, because 
the respective government agencies 
aren’t up to the task of evaluating 
these proposals, the BC Utilities 
Commission gives approval. Does 
the BC Utilities Commission have 
the scientists and knowledge of 
ecology to conduct comprehensive 
reviews of these projects? So far 
not a single run-of-the-river project 
has been turned down because 
of environmental concerns! The 
habitat and lives of endangered and 
threatened species are not considered 
important enough to stop these 
projects. 

What can we do individually? 
The first  step is  to become 
informed.  Check out  www.
citizensforpublicpower.ca and www.
saveourrivers.ca for a start. Contact 
local groups who are opposed to 
projects and write letters.

Jennifer Yeow
Passmore

education, scientific research 
and data collection to ensure our 
enjoyment of Slocan Lake now and 
in the future. We are also working 
toward recommendations for a lake 
management plan, as requested by a 
majority of residents.

We invite discussion from all 
points of view regarding the use, 
protection, and enjoyment of Slocan 
Lake. Banning motorized recreation 
is NOT part of our intent.

Our next monthly meeting is 
January 7th, 2008, 7pm, at the Wild 
Rose in Rosebery. Non-members are 
always welcome to join us as guests. 
Please contact us if you would like 
more information, at slocanlakess@
netidea.com.

Hillary Elliott
President, Slocan Lake 

Stewardship Society
Slocan

living out of town I know, so here is 
what I would like to propose to you 
– please call me now at 358-2828, I 
would be so happy to help you out in 
any way that I can. It doesn’t matter 
where you are living. I know that I 
am writing this for many, many of us 
who wish you happiness and hope 
we can start to mend your broken 
heart. The Kootenays truly are a 
magical place to live, let us show 
you. Lonely you may be for now, 
but definitely not pathetic! We cannot 
change what we are not aware of, but 
now that we know we truly want to 
help you change your situation for 
the better – so please call now.

Karen Dubreuil
New Denver

Continued on page 5
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Common Good
Our Common Good (survival) 

requires a new political paradigm. 
A healthy environment requires a 
healthy society, which is dependent 
on healthy people and their individual 
initiatives. Solutions found must be 
implemented, and that requires 
interested people working together 
to effect the changes – with lots of 
citizen support! 

Our archaic, adversarial political 
process provides poor value for 
the Common Good. The old 
political approach is comparable 
to schoolyard bullies, and so they 
would all rather fight than change 
or save anyone. The very lucky 
rich who’ve correctly planned their 
own survival far into the future may 
survive lack of environmental action 
at this point in history, but probably 
not you or me. 

Holistic awareness of problems 
and the shared desire to find the best 
solution(s) for the goal of Common 
Good (not just championing a 
particular societal faction), requires 
a vision that is all inclusive so that 
our society can support it. Desire to 
survive can motivate us to make the 
required changes. 

Bills ready for measuring 
National ‘Wellness’ and ‘Proportional 
Representation’ are examples of 
Green vision. There are plans to 
change Laws as necessary to protect 
life forms. I certainly don’t have the 
same take on Green Party history, 
its goals, its Constitution, its ever 
improving Green Book Policies, or 
societal health as does your reader, 
Mr. Webster. 

I’ll bet our needs are common. 
A strong Green vote will inspire 
Canadians to work together to find 
the best way to recognize and achieve 
our Common Goal (survival). 

Happy Winter everyone:  It’s 
time to ski & make music! 

Eric Faulks
Hills

Open letter to 
FrontCounter 
BC – Crown 
Land 
Applications

We as stewards of the North 
end of Kootenay Lake have many 
concerns over the Lettrari Water 
Bottling Proposal and application 
for land tenure.

1) Volume of water: 44,000 
gallons a day removed from 
Kootenay Lake is a noticeable 
loss.

2) Length of lease: 30 years. 
With climate change data, this 
amount of water could be crucial 
to Kootenay Lake. As noted in the 
recent Columbia Basin Trust report, 
our area is already experiencing 
rapid water loss.

3) What water testing has been 
done and will be done due to the 
long history of industrial mining in 
that area?

4) What about the waste from 
the operation itself? After all, it is 
a factory and there will be ongoing 
waste. Will the Regional District 
transfer station be responsible for the 
waste, and who will bear the cost?

6) We understand that a pipeline 
will be built to the bottling plant and 
the application has not disclosed its 
location or length. 

7) We as the Stewards of NKL 
are concerned with the potential 
loss of over 16,000,000 gallons 
per year from the lake, the habitat 
loss in the riparian areas, and the 
negative effects on the fisheries. 
Are there any studies that address 
our concerns?

We request that a new application 
be published that addresses these 
concerns because the present 
application ill informs the public 
as to the extent of this proposed 
industrial activity. We also request 
another 30 day deadline for public 
response.
Susan Stark and Rowena Eloise

North Kootenay Stewardship 
Society Steering Committee

Response to cell 
phone letters

Our persistence in reporting the 
facts connected with cell phones (as 
in the flyer distributed to over 5000 
residents) hasn’t to do with any 
inclination to interfere with anyone’s 
personal choices. If Mr. Stuchlik 
had received this information flyer 
(which I will now send to him) and 
then examined the huge body of 
factual reports concerning health 
hazards (brain tumors especially) set 
out on the Valhalla website (www.
vws.org), he may not have written 
the letter he did.

The site offers the entire 616-page 
report from the University of Albany, 
a compendium of cell phone usage 
hazards gathered from on-the-ground 
research by 19 important scientists, 
researchers and medical doctors. 
Study of this material will answer 
many questions. Incidentally one of 
the authors of this report telephoned 
us after receiving our flyer and 
said that we stated the science both 
concisely and correctly. 

As to the letter from Donna 
Campbell on this subject, the 
actual issue can be broken down to 
convenience or safety concerns for 
one individual user out in the bush, 
as contrasted to dangerous health 
hazards to many other persons, 
including all non-users who are 
bystanders to cell phone usage and 
those who live within a 400-500 
metre plume from the transmission 
station. I’m not making this up; study 
the web site, using the flyer we sent 
out as a launch base. In addition, as 
mentioned therein, cell phones are 
expected to work only within 2 to 
6 kilometres of the proposed base 
due to steep mountain sides, a radius 
presently available (and in use) by 
emergency personnel using radio/
satellite phones. 

It’s like secondhand smoke. 
The smoker says: “why are you 
interfering with what I want to do, 
just don’t smoke if you’re against 
it.” But non-smokers not only get 
secondhand smoke danger, they 
get to pay hundreds of thousands 
of dollars for medical expenses for 
lung cancer and other mortal ills 
generated from its use. So it does 
become other people’s business.

Everyone should make their 
own choices provided it doesn’t 
endanger others. The reports we’ve 

filed are gathered from all over the 
world and they clearly define a 
continuing danger to all non-users 
of cell phones. This is why the 
German government warned against 
the danger of wireless frequencies, 
urging its citizens to use land-based 
lines.

Last, despite the varied hazards 
set forth by Donna Campbell, the 
cell phone hazards are very specific 
and introduce new attacks on human 
health which have no parallel with 
those she cites. If she will examine 
the documentation at the Valhalla 
website, many questions she asks 
will be answered. This is to say that 
she will learn why so many people 
and different groups are against cell 
phones. And if Ms. Campbell didn’t 
get our information flyer, I’ll be glad 
to send her one.

Richard Caniell 
Valhalla Committee for 
Environmental Health

BC government 
advises 
endangered 
species recovery 
teams to lie

When BC’s government released 
its Mountain Caribou Recovery Plan 
in October announcing the protection 
of 2.2 million hectares of mountain 
caribou range from logging and road 
building, it looked like a step in the 
right direction – but only at the first 
glance. Giving it a closer look it 
unmasks itself as an alibi and smart 
camouflage plan to continue on the 
current path of destruction.

The Wilderness Committee and 
Ecojustice, formerly Sierra Legal, 
just received (through a Freedom of 
Information request) a confidential 
and internal BC government 
document which uncovers the 
interference of this government.

“Th i s  paper  d i r ec t s  BC 
endangered species recovery 
teams, which are established to 
provide expert scientific advice on 
recovering species at risk, to not 
identify critical habitat in species 
recovery strategies. The document 
instructs them instead to say in 
the recovery strategy that there is 
insufficient scientific knowledge to 
identify critical habitat,“ it reads on 
the Wilderness Committee’s website. 
(www.wildernesscommittee.org).

On December 5, Wilderness 
Committee and Ecojustice submitted 
a “Request for review of all British 
Columbia recovery strategies 
prepared pursuant to the Species 
at Risk Act” to John Baird, Federal 
Minister of Environment. This 
speaks for itself.

It is sad that BC’s government 
was able to get some environmental 
groups on their side in what they 
call a “unique collaboration.” The 
Mountain Caribou Recovery Plan 
was just released with no details. 
Emails were sent out with “Write 

continued on page 6

a volunteer teacher at the school 
before I was a parent, became a 
Whole School parent, was a paid 
coordinator at the school, AND I’ve 
served on the board of directors of 
the Rural Alternatives Research 
and Training Society (RARTS) for 
quite a number of years in former 
decades. 

The Whole School has always 
been a tenant and RARTS has always 
been the landlord of the Vallican 
Whole Community Centre.

The people historically involved 
in one or both organizations are clear 
about that. The Whole School closed 
down for the 1986/87 school year. 
Many of the people who had been 
part of the school up to that time 
did not return to the school when it 
reopened. However, when the school 
closed, we were grateful that RARTS 
was the landlord of the building and 
would continue to operate it as a 
community centre. 

I would like to thank the RARTS 
board for still persevering despite the 
challenges.

Sam Simpson
Winlaw

Continued from page 5

We’re all to 
blame

Like many others I am very glad to 
hear that someone is finally being held 
accountable in the Vancouver Missing 
Women’s case. Having once lived in 
Vancouver, and being aware of the fear 
and trauma this case has caused to so 
many people, it is a great relief that 
some finally have closure.

However, after listening to court 
reports for the past many months, 
and reading the ongoing coverage, I 
find myself with more questions than 
answers. Yes, it is clear Robert Picton 
was involved and may have committed 
some of the murders, or at least have 

a role in the disappearances. It is also 
clear that many others were involved.

What about them – when will 
their day in court come? What about 
Picton’s associates, who brought 
the now deceased women to his pig 
farm?

What about the police, and 
municipal and provincial authorities, 
who committed too few resources to 
the case, and actually refused to accept 
that a serial killer could have been at 
work, while more and more women 
disappeared?

Is it true, if these had been white 
women from Kitsilano, would the 
authorities have acted sooner?

What about the women who 
disappeared while authorities continued 
to drag their feet? Are they not also 
somehow complicit in the case?

And because most of the victims 
were drug addicts, what about the 
way we treat drug addicted people 
in this country, like criminals instead 
of people requiring urgent health 
care and services? Had these women 
been provided with the services they 
needed, would they have been left in 
the vulnerable position that led them 
to Picton’s farm?

What about our elected officials 
who continue to treat drug addiction 
and prostitution as criminality, rather 
than the social malaise? What about 
those elected officials who continue 
to cut funding and support to programs 
that are proven to reduce the harm of 
drug addiction, prostitution, AIDS and 
other issues directly related?

Are they not also somehow 
culpable for what has happened to so 
many people and, by extension, are 
they not also somehow to blame for 
the deaths of the women Picton has 
been convicted of killing?

Finally, what about us? Are we, the 
people of this province and country, 
who continue to elect and support 
politicians and government agencies 
who continue to either sit on their 
hands, or blatantly cut support to 
programs that may have saved one 
or two of these women, not also to 
blame?

Robert Picton is guilty, yes, but 
we are all to blame for what happened 
to these women. Every one of us who 
has ever voted with our pocket book, 
being more concerned about our own 
bottom line than we are with the ills of 
our society, is to blame. Every one of 
us who has ever turned our back and 
called a junkie a scum bag, instead of 
recognizing them for what they really 
are – people who have been damaged 
by a society that is primarily concerned 
with looking out for number one – is to 
blame. Every one of us who has voted 
for a politician who we know is going 
to cut our taxes while also cutting 
social programs, is to blame. Every 
one of us who did not demand the 
police and other authorities act, when 
the missing women case first came to 
light, shares the verdict handed down 
to Robert Picton!

It is our society that creates drug 
addicted women who have little option 
but to turn to prostitution to feed their 

habits. It is our society that creates 
Robert Pictons. And it is our society 
that is responsible for those it lets fall 
through the cracks. It is our society, and 
that makes every one of us responsible, 
not only for what happened to these 
women, but for making the changes 
we need to make to insure it never 
happens again.

Robert Picton is guilty, but so are 
we, and we should consider that next 
time we get an opportunity to make 
changes.

Will Webster
Kaslo

Enjoy the Season in the company 
of family & friends.
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thank you letters to Mr. Campbell” 
and invitations to “Celebrate this 
victory in mountain caribou parties.” 
For me this does more harm to the 
mountain caribou recovery than 
the worst recovery plan. It tells the 
public that we do not have to worry 
about the survival of the mountain 
caribou anymore and moves public 
interest onto other matters.

Environmental protection is 
the duty of a government, not an 
act of generosity. Unfortunately 
those who will pay the price for this 
“Greenwash” as Valhalla Wilderness 
Watch calls it, cannot be asked. They 
will be the mountain caribou, losing 
home and ground and most likely 
going extinct, the bears and wolves 
killed under “predator management,” 
the elk, moose and deer killed under 
“primary prey of caribou predator 
management.”

In March, the British Columbia 
Snowmobile Federation (BCSF) 
received $50,000 to “develop 
best management practices for 
snowmobiling.” This shows the bias 
and the strategy. It may only take few 
more years and wild animals might 
be gone in large numbers – giving 
right of way to loggers, developers, 
snowmobilers, heli skiers, hydro 
electric power generators. 

“Not a lot surprises me, but 
this directive (the above mentioned 
confidential and internal document) 
is astounding. This is a blueprint 
for extinction for BC’s endangered 
species,” said Gwen Barlee, 
Wilderness Committee Policy 
Director. I fear he will be right if 
we do not raise our voices in large 
numbers.

I can’t help it, but in situations 
like this I ask myself what Colleen 
McCrory would have done.

Elisabeth von Ah
Kids for Caribou

Lemon Creek
Sinixt plea

During this season of giving 
- when some think about those 
who are disadvantaged and need 
help - please think about the Sinixt 
Native Indian people who are the 
original inhabitants of the region 
now called the West Kootenays, 
BC, Canada. (Sinixt is pronounced 
Sin Eye X T.)

A colonial  genocide was 
committed against the Sinixt. A 
bounty was put on our ancestors – 
man, woman and child - then the 
Government of Canada declared 
the surviving Sinixt ‘extinct.’ Being 
declared ‘extinct’ means that today 
the Sinixt have no legal entitlement 
to an Indian Status card, or a Social 
Insurance Number, or a medical 
CareCard. Sinixt children are not 
entitled to attend public school.

This makes survival difficult 
for us in the midst of Canadian 
prosperity.

Any help you can provide will 
be deeply appreciated, be it a few 
bucks, a kind wish, a prayer, or legal 
assistance. So often people think 
about the problems of this world in 
distant places. Should we not think 
about what’s going on in our own 
backyard?

A legal/survival fund has been 
set up at: Heritage Credit Union, 
Slocan Valley Branch, 3014 HWY 
6, PO Box 39, Slocan Park, V0G 
2J0 in the name of: Agnice Sophia 
Campbell c/o Lola Campbell, 
Transit # 19020-809, account # 
700097733.

If you would like to know more 
or if you have the means to help 
our campaign for identity please 
feel free to contact us: Elmeek’qum 
( H e a d m a n )  B o b  C a m p b e l l 
250-226-6743; Email: extinct1@
telus.net; Comp 17, box 5, Winlaw 
V0G 2J0.

The Sinixt will soon have their 
own website but for now, Dr. Karen 
Wonders, a professor at a German 
university, has included the Sinixt 
in her website which provides a lot 
of information. www.firstnations.de/
invasion.htm?02-4-sinixt.htm.

Agnice Sophia Campbell was 
born on October 9, 2006, in the heart 
of our territory in Vallican. She is the 
first Sinixt born as a Canadian citizen 
in about 100 years.

On April 26, 2007 we submitted 
an application to the Department 
of Indian and Northern Affairs in 
Ottawa to have Agnice registered as 
a Status Native Indian. Agnice and 
her family asked to have the unjust 
‘extinct’ label removed. 

In accordance with the Indian Act 
we have proven Agnice’s lineage, 
which is directly traced to the Sinixt 
Nation. On November 22 of this year 
we received a letter denying Agnice’s 
application.

As long as we are classified 
‘extinct’ non-persons, our territory 
and the creatures within will continue 
to be subjected to the untold damage 
of Invading Tribes, Damaged 
Watersheds, Loss of crucial Wildlife 
Habitat and Endangered Species 
caused by Unsustainable Mining, 
Logging and Urban Development.

Does this Sinixt child scare the 
representatives of the people of 
Canada? Is this the reason they turn 
their back on this child?

Bob Campbell
Winlaw

continued from page 5

To the residents 
of the Village of 
Slocan

I feel that many of the people 
who attended the November 22 
meeting on the abattoir project 
and spoke out against it do not 
actually understand or have not truly 
considered the significance of their 
NIMBYism. 

Many of our local families have 
been in the Kootenays for the turn 
of the last two centuries. They have 
built community and provided 
employment and food. They have 
been stewards of the land to the 
point that most of you have chosen 
to move here to live. This is now a 
time in our history when the people 
that work the land and provide 
your food need your support and 
understanding. 

Before you entirely nix this 
project please give those who have 
worked so hard over the last 18 
months the respect of giving them 
an educated response. I would ask 
you to get a copy of the proposal. It 
includes a map of the area. Go walk 
it. Can you see the road from where 
the abattoir is planned to be built? 
Give a loud yell and see if your friend 
out at the road can hear you? Are you 
serious that you don’t want to drive 
past an abattoir that you can’t really 
see, yet you go by a bulk fuel storage 
card lock, a regional garbage dump, 
a log sort yard, a hazardous waste 
storage pod, a sawmill, and a couple 
of large workshops all whilst driving 
down this same road? 

Have you done any research 

on the incineration and composting 
system planned? Read the information 
on it. See if you change your opinion 
on it once you actually have learned 
something about it. 

Have  you  read  the  new 
government regulations surrounding 
the slaughter of livestock? Did 
you understand that this facility 
would meet or surpass very stringent 
requirements in order to be able to 
process “organic” meat products? 
Are you aware that there will be a 
government inspector on site when 
slaughtering is taking place?

Have you considered other local 
sites that are in the RDCK? Can 
you find a suitable location that 
you could suggest? Property that 
is available, not in the ALR, has 
water (remember that the stringent 
cleaning requirements need a good 
safe year round water source) and 
can be accessed with three phase 
power? 

Please educate yourselves and 
make an informed decision. You owe 
it to the farmers of the Kootenays to 
understand the project before you 
won’t have it in your backyard. If 
you still feel that same way after 
you have done your research then 
I will feel comfortable with your 
response but please don’t put all our 
local farmers out of business because 
you won’t even take the time to 
understand the issue.

The Village of Slocan has shown 
enormous leadership in this project 
and should be hugely congratulated 
for their efforts to have this facility 
built locally. It will provide not 
only a place for the farmers of the 
Kootenays to have their livestock 
slaughtered in accordance with the 
law but also a few good jobs. You 
will be able to purchase locally 
grown, government inspected meat 
and poultry at your local stores and 
supermarkets as well as at the farm 
gate. 

You do have a voice. I feel that 
it is your responsibility as a citizen 
of this country to make sure it is an 
educated one. Too many times we 
are governed by emotion.

Heather Burns
Goat Creek Ranch, Slocan

More on bears 
and dogs

It seems like a few people missed 
the point. I don’t care where bears or 
dogs relieve themselves, it’s just that 
it’s simply ridiculous to be paying 
$25,000 a year for something a few 
dogs would happily do for a tail 
wag and then pay another amount to 
prevent them from doing it. Surely 
there’s a better way.

“Bear Aware” is supposed to 
save the lives of bears when, in 
fact, it does the opposite. How, by 
convincing gullible people they can 
co-exist (as in side by side) with such 
a large unpredictable wild animal. 
Take the dead bear that was killed 
in ‘Dead Bear Park’ at the ‘Dead 
Bear Jazz Festival’ a couple of years 
ago. That bear had been around 
town and specifically in that park all 
summer. Anyone with a lick of sense 
could have predicted the outcome 
of tolerating him for 3 or 4 months 
and then dumping several hundred 
festival goers, food tents, kids, etc. 
on his dining room table.

How can dogs be a bigger 
problem than bears? I’m quite 
certain bears played a role in the 
domestication of dogs in the first 
place. And I’ve never had a memo 

from school telling me to drive my 
kid because of a vicious dog.

When I was a little kid, eight 
years old, my cousin (also eight) and 
I would roam endlessly around the 
countryside. Inevitably, there would 
be a farm with a bunch of dogs that 
would come yapping and snarling 
out the farm gate – that was their job 
after all. But a few well-aimed rocks 
and that was the end of that. After a 
while, all you had to do was pretend 
to reach for a rock. Of course, today, 
kids aren’t allowed to throw a damn 
snowball so hitting a dog with a rock 
will present a problem. 

As for a bear’s eyesight, there’s 
nothing wrong with it. They just, for 
the most part, aren’t smart enough 
to know what they’re looking at but 
if one follows you more than a foot 
his nose will tell him your grandma’s 
maiden name.

Draconian: Of or related to 
Draco. Draco was the first person 
to codify Athenian law and he did 
a good job of it too, except that the 
punishment for just about everything 
was the same – death – kind of a “one 
size fits all” approach.

It is in that sense that Kaslo’s 
Dog by-law is Draconian. Whether 
your dog is a pit bull or a Pekingese 
the fine is the same if it’s ‘at large.’ 
I don’t have a Dachshund because 
he’s macho; I have a Dachshund 
because he’s essentially harmless. 
Why should I pay the same fine as 
someone who owns a much bigger 
and potentially dangerous dog? 

The bylaw also encourages 
people to “rat out” their neighbours. 
Don’t like your neighbour? Just put 
in a complaint about his dog and stay 
on it till he gets a ticket, then he’ll 
really be mad, dispute the ticket and 
we can pay the dog catcher to spend 
a day or two in court. By the way, 
anyone who gets a ticket under this 
bylaw has the right to dispute it and 
I’ll be happy to go to court for you 
if you’ll pay my gas.

Finally, do I really need to point 
out that more people die of bee 
stings every year because there are 
a cubic begillion bees on the planet. 
And you don’t see any “Bee Aware” 
signs do you? Oh no, another grant 
opportunity!!!!!! Have a merry 
Christmas.

Gary Cockrell
Kaslo

Abattoir 
location needs 
re-thinking

I have been following the 
abattoir debate for some time and 
offer these observations, statements 
and questions. My French-English 
dict ionary def ines  abat toir : 
‘slaughterhouse, great bloodshed, 
butchery.’ Why are we using a 
French word to describe this facility? 
Slaughterhouse would do. We don’t 
call the sawmill ‘moulin a scie.’

At the meeting in the school I 
asked the mayor why the Village 
is involved in this venture and his 
answer was that he had some animals 
he was raising and couldn’t butcher 
them legally. Honest answer I’m 
sure. Not in my opinion a good 
reason for a tiny Village with water 
problems, financial problems, legal 
problems to try to get into business.

Why is a Village going into 
business in the first place? The 
abattoir is only the newest passion 
of this village government. Last year 
it was a pellet plant on the same site. 

When that fell through, they started 
groping around for another use for 
the site and voila – abattoir – excuse 
my French.

The mayor said at the meeting 
the Village may have to back away 
from the project after it is built or sell 
the land to the co-op. This does not 
make sense. The MLA in his email 
read at the meeting claims he will be 
a member if the rules allow it. Others 
claim he already is a member. 

The Village wants to get the 
money to start a private venture 
but may have to back away from 
it. The MLA has to check the rules. 
One person actually claimed to be 
a member and when asked why the 
slaughterhouse couldn’t be located 
on his land, he stated the ALR 
wouldn’t allow it. Another board 
member qualified that you can 
only butcher twice as much as you 
produce on your farm. 

The accountant said the entrails 
etc. will be composted or burned, but 
there will be no smell. The handout 
we got in the mail said 24 cattle or 40 
sheep or 36 hogs per day maximum 
to be processed. That’s up to 7200 
pounds per day to be composted. 
Never mind the 1200 chickens per 
month, which produce a pound or 
two of offal. This could be 60 tonnes 
of compost a month. Holding pens 
for two dozen cattle, a road, three-
phase power line, 14,000 square 
foot building, incinerator, cattle, 
pigs, sheep, chickens, turkeys by 
the thousands. But no noise except 
the occasional truck, and no smell. 
Give me a break – put it further away 
from town. 

This  process to inst i tute 
government-inspected meat has 
been going on for almost three 
years. There are many examples of 
land being taken out of the ALR, 
exempted for non-fertility, etc. The 
one member who claimed to have the 
first share stated, “My place is on the 
way to Valhalla Park.” How would it 
look having it there?

Not on the road to the park, 
hidden within hundreds of acres – 
no, put it one block from Slocan. 
These big agricultural landowners 
hold on to hundreds or thousands 
of acres paying almost no tax on 
land worth millions of dollars 
under an agricultural exemption 
and yet expect us taxpayers to pay 
to slaughter the animals that justify 
their big exemptions, plus do it in 
our own back yard. Because in three 
years not one of them has seen fit to 
subdivide one small area to slaughter 
their own animals upon. 

Richard Smedbol
Slocan

Slocan Lake
When my wife and I opened a 

bed and breakfast in 1992, I wrote 
in a Nelson paper, “Gaze deeply 
into the pure blue-green waters of 
Slocan Lake and you may find the 
rusted weight of an old ore cart at the 
bottom amongst the rocks.” It seems 
to me this clarity has not changed in 
20 years. This is remarkable.

On many a hectic long weekend, 
in a brief summer moment, a sailboat, 
a kayak or two, maybe a canoe, a 
swimmer, or an eagle could be seen 
at the lake. For hours upon hours 
‘traffic’ would not take over the 
quiet moments or in rougher weather 
confront the magnificent summer 
waves sometimes crossing in many 
directions.

Perhaps this will change. 
continued on page 8
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SLOCAN LAKE GOLF CLUB SPECIAL
Looking for a Holiday gift idea? How about a
MEMBERSHIP to the SLOCAN LAKE GOLF 
CLUB?

No GST on all memberships and
locker rentals purchased prior
to DECEMBER 31, 2007.
DON’T DELAY!

For more information, call
Jim Hildebrand: 358-2230
Shelley Welch: 358-2456

William Hunter Cabins &
the Silverton Wine mine

Season’s Greetings

Call
to Brew

358-2844

Open
Year-

Round

303 Lake Ave • Silverton, BC

Holiday Hours:
Monday, December 24th closed from 12 noon
Closed Tuesday, December 25th
Closed Wednesday, December 26th
Open December 27 & 28
Closed Tuesday, January 1st

I understand how power can be 
manifested through machine. Living 
powerfully stirs a level of emotion 
in us, sometimes this rush … say, a 
motorcycle or a power craft or the 
speed and hop of a jet ski is ‘fun’ 
for a while. Despite this, it seems 
through sometimes ridiculous lack 
of faith and even good will we seem 
to have engendered some societal 
and individual feelings for an ever 
increasing need for safety, security 
and more and more power.

I hope this part time ‘fun’ in 
company with best friend, ‘perpetual 
safety’ does not risk taking all of the 
life out of life, all of the fun out of life 
and even all the life out of fun. This 
may not be so ‘safe.’ This also may 
not be prove to be so much ‘fun.’

So when we look at how we 
‘feel’ about the lake around us, I hope 
we take a moment on a calm day, 
with the sun flashing on the waters 
to collect our visions for the future… 
of what this lake might be another 20 
or so years from now. 

I believe this is the first letter 
I have written to the Valley Voice. 
My family arrived here in the North 
Slocan Valley in 1988. The mayor 
of New Denver, Gary Wright, asked 
more than once what brought us 
here. My answers were always 
three fold. First, it was an ad in a 
book… that was in a catalogue of 
‘businesses for sale.’ I also hoped 
for a place where my sons could 
grow, in a community and with a 
life of continuity, if possible. But 
when I arrived here, I knew, from the 
beginning, it was Slocan Lake and 
the awe of surrounding beauty that 
placed my heart and intent here.

So here’s my view. Many a 
bleak winter, as a “business” person, 
selling the precious gas and with a 
history of 20 years of “convenient 
store experience,” I would gaze 
down Main street in New Denver. 
I thought if I whistled loud I might 
not hear a sound. If I rolled a coin, it 
could probably be heard from the top 
of the highway to the precipice of the 
lake, at the end of the pavement.

So it’s not as though economic 
argument might not suggest one 
thing or another. I have always 
believed though, that Slocan Lake 
here represents one of the highest 
values, in any system of values, and 
there is no rational argument that 
can persuade me that it should be 
portioned out in any fashion or in 
any rational way. It is existential, in 
my mind it is, and it, unlike so much 
water around us, holds incredible, 
incredible hope for the future. That 
is a value to be defined.

So there you have it, my thoughts 
for a 20 year letter to the Voice. I 
hope it helps, for the sake of the 
Lake.

Don Law
New Denver

LETTERS

Open letter to 
the Village of 
Kaslo

I understand at the November 
27 council meeting, some members 
of council voted in favour of an 
extension to March 31 to conclude 
negotiations with the Province on 
the provincial building, to give 
council time to receive yet another 
business case study on the purchase 
of the building.

My question is -  as the 
taxpayers of Kaslo have already 
paid for a business case study quite 

some time ago by the Village’s 
accountant, Am Naqvi, why wasn’t 
Mr. Naqvi instructed to update 
his original business case study 
as per Councillor Leathwood’s 
motion, which got shot down 
during the November 27 council 
meeting? This would be a lot 
cheaper than starting all over again 
with some other firm...if in fact 
another business case study is 
really needed at all.

What is to be gained by this 
second business case study? I 
would think by now council has 
a binder 5” thick of information 
on the building. Who is going to 
compile this study? And at what 
additional cost to us taxpayers?

What is to be gained by delaying 
this further until March 31/08? 
Except maybe the Province will 
say “forget it”, and walk away? Or 
is that the true intention here by 
the mayor, who we all know has 
been opposed to the purchase of 
the building from the get-go, even 
though the people of Kaslo voted 
“yes” to purchase the building 
through a public referendum. When 

I voted, I understood perfectly what 
the question was. No misconception 
there.

The longer this goes on, the 
more absurd it gets and quite 
frankly a great majority of people 
have lost faith in this present sitting 
council. I wonder why?

During the December 11 
council meeting, Mayor Holland 
acknowledged my letter to council 
and recommended “that email dated 
Dec 5/07 from Jill Braley regarding 
the Provincial Building business 
case be received, and Ms. Braley 
advised Mr. Naqvi will have the 
opportunity to update his business 
case, which Council considered 
incomplete in the first instance and 
further, the business case is a matter 
for Council deliberation rather 
than an issue solely at the Mayor’s 
discretion.”

At that point all four councillors 
vo ted  aga ins t  t he  mayor ’s 
recommendation and a further 
recommendation was not made.

Council has had Mr. Naqvi’s 
business plan for many months. 
Why all of a sudden does the mayor 

consider it incomplete? Also, I 
have talked to a couple of Kaslo’s 
councillors who do not consider 
Mr. Naqvi’s business case study to 
be incomplete - and could not see 
any reason to spend any more of our 
taxpayers’ dollars.

So, on this issue, Kaslo’s 
councillors still have the last word.

Jill Braley
Kaslo

Support the Valley Voice with 
a voluntary subscription

only $10-$30 

Smokey Creek Salvage
24 HR TOWING

New & Used Auto Parts, Back Hoe Work, 
Certified Welding & Repairs, Vehicle Removal

WE BUY CARS & TRUCKS
359-7815 ; 1-877-376-6539

3453 YEATMAN RD, SOUTH SLOCAN
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Groceries 
Produce • Deli 

Fisherman’s Market 
Fuel

Hwy 6
New

Denver
358-7717

UNEMPLOYED? 
UNDECIDED?
In the Slocan 

Valley?
Kootenay Career Development is your 

employment expert. Chart your next move 
with an employment counsellor in Slocan City 
at W.E. Graham Community Learning Centre.

Tuesday Dec. 18, Jan. 8 & 22, 
Feb. 5 & 19, Mar. 4 & 18

10 am to 3 pm
Want more info?

Check out www.kcds.ca or call 250-352-6200
Toll free: 1-877-952-6200

May your Christmas 
Season be filled with 

Peace, Joy and 
Contentment.

from your friends at

Village of
New Denver
The Council and staff of the Village of New 
Denver would like to wish everyone a very Merry 
Christmas and a Happy New Year. Village Office 
hours over the holiday season are as follows:

 December 24-26 Closed

 December 27-28 Open

 December 31 Open

 January 1  Closed

 January 2  Open

Residential and commercial garbage collection 
will take place on Monday, December 24th and 
Monday, December 31st. All other garbage 
collection will take place on regularly scheduled 
days.

NOTICE
Dog owners in the Village of New Denver are 
reminded that all dogs residing in the Village of 
New Denver are required to have a current dog 
licence. There is a $15.00 discount for all dog 
licences purchased by February 15, 2008.

Licence fees are:

Unspayed Female …………………………....$50.00

Unneutered Male……………………………...$50.00

Spayed Female………………………………..$25.00

Neutered Male…………………………………$25.00

by Leah Main
•Council received additional 

information from Slocan District 
Chamber of Commerce on its 
request for an annual grant in aid. 
After discussion, in which Council 
acknowledged the valuable work 
done by the Chamber (Visitor 
Information Centre, community 

website, and publishing business-
oriented maps and flyers), council 
voted to rescind the present policy 
requiring the Chamber to use 
grant in aid funds for specific 
projects, and will now allow the 
granted funds to be used for general 
purposes.

•Administrator Carol Gordon 
reported that there was a new round 
of Towns For Tomorrow funding 
with a March 15 deadline. The 
Village’s original application under 
the program envisioned storm 
drains and catch basins along Main 
Street, and grassy swales along 
Slocan Avenue for drainage. With 
council’s consent, she will update 
the application to meet new green 
project guidelines.

•Counc i l lo r  Greensword 
expressed some frustration with 
the Inland Ferries Stakeholders 
Meetings process, as the Ministry 
seems slow to respond to identified 
issues with ferry scheduling. Local 
stakeholders feel additional ferry 
runs are needed to accommodate the 
traffic, which varies with the seasons, 
and have asked for the early morning 
first run to be reinstated without 
deleting the last run of the day. The 
Ministry is working within budget 
constraints, but has indicated they 
will find a solution. A further meeting 
is planned in January.

•Council appointed Councillor 
Campbell to represent the Village at 
Rec Commission #6, with Councillor 
Brookfield as Alternate, for another 
year. As well, Surgenor and Company 
were appointed Village auditor 
for 2008; and Kootenay Savings 
Credit Union as the Village banking 
institution for 2008.

•Staff is working on developing 
a new Village website, and will leave 
the old site in place until the new one 
is ready to post. 

• T h e  Wa t e r  U s e r  R a t e s 
Amendment Bylaw, Solid Waste 
Management Bylaw and 2007 
Amended Five Year Financial Plan 
Bylaw received final adoption.

•Councillor Greensword will 
attend the December 18 Columbia 
Mountain Open Network special 
general meeting on behalf of the 
Village.

•Grants in aid as budgeted 
were approved for Silvery Slocan 
Historical Society, Silvery Slocan 
Museum, Kyowakai Society and 
LACE.

•The Healthy Housing Society 
requested a contribution from the 
Village toward the  purchase of two 
radon monitors for use by residents 
of this region. Since this would fall 
outside the Village’s existing grants 
policy, council decided to purchase 
two monitors for free use by Village 
residents, and rental, at a cost to be 
determined, by area residents.

New Denver council, December 11: Council 
changes policy on grants in aid for Chamber

SLOCAN VALLEY

submitted
The Slocan Electronic Arts 

Centre won Best Documentary 
honours at the Rossland U-19 Film 
Festival November 17 for their 
youth short, The Fire Movie. The 
documentary was produced by youth 

who took part in the Summer Fun 
Day Camps this summer.

The film takes the viewer through 
an emotionally raw journey as youth 
tell viewers how they felt living right 
next to one of BC’s biggest fires this 
year. The documentary includes 

incredible live footage of helicopters 
filling water buckets at the lake, with 
youth interviewing each other on 
location.

Each youth played their own 
roles in the production of the film. 
Everyone got a chance to film and 
capture audio, some took on the 
reporter’s edge and gave exciting 
details on location. Others were keen 
on post-production and editing. Art 
was made and filmed to help them 
express their feelings on paper. All 
contributed their facts and emotional 
responses to the forest fire. 

Ruby L. Brunelle, Graham 
Foulkes and Jacy Schindel were 
the digital art instructors at the film 
camps. Their artistic qualities have 
served the community through 
the years in many youth media 
projects.

The Electronic Arts Centre 
is a program of the WE Graham 
Community Service Society. It 
offers the use of state-of-the-art 
video and audio production and post-
production equipment to community 
members and has partnered with 
local schools to educate youth in the 
field of media arts.

Two winter courses will be 

offered at the centre for adults and 
older youth – Basic Mac Introduction 

and Basic Pro Tools. Call 355-2599 
to pre-register.

Slocan Electronic Arts Centre wins best documentary at Rossland Film Fest

Students from the WE Graham Electronic Arts Centre proudly display their 
award from Rossland’s U19 Film Fest.
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Slocan Village Market

Groceries, fresh produce, Agency Liquor, 
organic foods, in-store deli, in-store 

bakery, daily fresh meat specials
Open 7 days/week, 9 am - 7 pm

Hours: Dec. 24 9 am - 6 pm
Dec. 25 - 26 closed
Jan. 1 10 am - 6 pm

NEW HOURS: starting Jan. 2, 9 am - 8 pm everyday

Slocan, BC • ph: 355-2211 • fax: 355-2216

SILVERTON BUILDING SUPPLIES
216 Lake Avenue, Silverton

Phone: 358-2293
Toll-free: 1-800-332-0588
sbs@silvertonbuilding.ca

MAXTECH - MEASURE & CUT – PROJECT PACK  # 
1373303 (TAPE MEASURE,PENCIL,CROSSCUT SAW,
-HACKSAW, -BACKSAW, -DRYWALL SAW, 
TORPEDO LEVEL & SQUARE)  

REG. $ 29.99  SALE $19.95

LONG NECK PLIERS, CUTTERS, 
NEEDLE NOSE, 9 PC SET

REG. $ 43.99 SALE $ 18.95

ALL TOYS….20% OFF

ALL BOARD GAMES 20% OFF

WELLS LAMONT SUEDE LEATHER GLOVES WITH 
THINSULATE

REG. $ 8.99  SALE $ 6.99

W & M TAILWATER FISHING GLOVES –NEOPRENE-
TEXTURED PALM- LINED FOR WARMTH AND EASY 
REMOVAL

REG. $ 21.99  SALE….$ 18.69

NEW STANLEY TOOL WALL ... WOW….. 
ALL ITEMS 20% OFF  (excluding sale items) 

ALLIED 33 PCS  HOME/ 
SHOP SET DRILL BITS/
SCREWS/ANCHORS 

REG. $ 14.89  SALE $7.89     

TUFF-E NUFF –TAPE 
MEASURES (25’ X 1”), (16’ X ¾”), 
UTILITY KNIFE & BLADES 

 REG. $ 12.95  SALE $8.95

Season’s 
Greetings 

and warm holiday 
wishes to all of our 

friends and 
customers!

Nature’s hand-painted clothing company
513 6th Avenue, new Denver

358-2733

& Coffee Bar

by Art Joyce
•Werner Mengler attended as a 

delegation to grill council about its 
refusal to plow the street access to 
his subdivision property. “I was told 
the Village would plow every street 
in town,” Mengler said. “I asked that 
my street be plowed and was denied. 
I’ve asked three times to have that 
street opened, it has nothing to do 
with my subdivision.” 

Mayor Everett responded that 
the Village “doesn’t feel comfortable 
plowing it at this time without an 
engineering report. The Village is not 
going to take on a liability.” 

Mengler also enquired whether 
the Village would be prepared to 
sell the property for the road access. 
The mayor responded that any such 
proposals need to be submitted to 
council in writing and would be 
considered.

•Public works foreman Leonard 
Casley reported that the water line 
break on December 6 took about 
seven hours to repair. 

•Mayor Everett reported that 
he is aware of the recent wave of 
vandalism and theft in the Village 
and has asked for assistance from 
RCMP Corporal Todd Bowden. A 
fire department budget meeting with 
RDCK Area H Director Don Munro 
was postponed due to Munro’s hip 
surgery. 

•Councillor Bell reported that 
the focus of discussion at the recent 
RDCK general affairs meeting was 
climate change action strategies. 
Directors Andy Shadrack and 
Al Dawson will be preparing a 
questionnaire for circulation. 

•Councillor Laktin reported 
that the book exchange at Silverton 
Building Supplies is going well and 
being kept tidy.

•Councillor Wiseman reported 
from the Memorial Hall select 
committee that it has set the hall’s 
hours of operation for public use 
during renovations: Fridays from 4 
pm through Saturdays and Sundays. 
Construction has still not begun. 
Wiseman also wished to thank the 
organizing committee for the success 
of the first Christmas by the Lake 
event. 

•CAO Ida reported that the 
Village has accepted a bid of $5,650 
for the old tractor. She recommended 
that the money be applied to pay 
down the loan on the new John 
Deere tractor, which has an interest 
rate of about 6%. Wiseman said he 
thought the interest savings over the 
five-year course of payments would 
be negligible, and was concerned 
that the Village might need the funds 
from the sale for its 2008 budget. 
Wiseman made a motion to have 
the money put into reserve pending 
formulation of the new budget. The 
motion passed.

•During public and press time 
Mengler asked what the Village’s 
plans for the curling rink are. Ron 
Provan also expressed concern that 
the ice plant “is sitting there rotting.” 
Leonard Casley said there is wall 
rot near the ground level that needs 
repair. Mayor Everett had recently 
spoken to Rhonda Boulliet of the 

Arena Society and was told the 
problem was the shortage of skilled 
labour to manage the project. 

•A request for support from the 
Healthy Housing Society for radon 
monitors was considered. Councillor 
Laktin was concerned that if a grant 
was made for this project it would 
be unfair to other community groups 
who have recently asked for funding 
and been denied. A motion by 
Councillor Bell was passed to write 

a letter of support, clarifying that 
the Village lacks the funds to offer a 
grant at this time. 

• C o u n c i l  r e v i e w e d  t h e 
appointments for 2008 but no 
significant changes were made. 
It also reviewed its 2008 council 
meeting schedule and decided to 
eliminate one meeting each during 
the summer music school (July 8 
and August 12), and add one for 
November 25. 

Silverton council, December 11: Property 
owner frustrated about street plowing

Seniors fitness program needs volunteer drivers 
submitted

Slocan Valley Recreation, the RDCK, 
and the Slocan Valley Seniors Housing 
Society is looking to develop a list of 
volunteer drivers to assist with future seniors 
fitness-related programs in the new year. 

They also want to know if there are 
seniors in the area who are interested in 
attending a variety of free, fun programs 

including fitness, mobility training, Yoga, 
Tai Chi and Qi Gong. 

Many of the programs will be based out 
of the Passmore Lodge and driver assistance 
may be required to help seniors to attend. 
The group will be working with the West 
Kootenay Volunteer Driver Program. If 
funding is received there may be monies 
available for gas honorariums for volunteer 

drivers.
“We’re trying to see if there are drivers 

willing to help make this happen and if there 
are members of our community who could 
take advantage more easily if these programs 
were available and accessible,” says Craig 
Lawrence, Recreation Coordinator. “At 
this point no commitment other than your 
interest is needed”. Call 226-0008.

SLOCAN VALLEY
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MERRY CHRISTMAS
from the 

LUCERNE SCHOOL PAC
We are looking for help with this year’s HOT SOUP 

PROGRAM (Wednesdays).
All those interested, please call Paula at 358-2774.

The LUCERNE PAC has also been involved in the following 
projects this year: student lounge furniture, school 
website (www.sd10.bc.ca/less), uniforms 
and transportation for sports teams, 
secondary homework club, 
school grounds landscaping.

Local Phone:
(250) 359-5033

SLOCAN VALLEY

from Sher, Karolyn, Dave
and Dale, at

Monday, December 24 – Garbage Collection
   Residential & Commercial

Tuesday, December 25 – Closed
Wednesday, December 26 – Closed
Thursday, December 27 – Open
Friday, December 28 – Closed
   No Commercial Garbage Service

Monday, December 31 – Garbage Collection
   Residential

Tuesday, January 1 – Closed
   No Garbage Service

Wednesday, January 2 – Open

Village of Silverton
Holiday Schedule

from the Mayor & Council
the Village of Silverton

We’re
Closed!

The Apple Tree 
closes on Dec 22

Re-opening 
Jan 14

Soup, Sandwiches & Desserts
358-2691

New Denver, BC

by Don Currie
•Former Councillor Don Dube 

appeared as a delegation and posed 
three questions regarding the six-
page summary of the Integrity 
Group: Education and Conciliation 

Slocan council, December 12: Mayor under fire over Integrity Group report
Ltd. report on conflict-of-interest and 
workplace assessment. Dube would 
like to see the full report and wants 
to know why the Integrity Group 
was hired. He also wants to know 
if the $40,000 cost of the report was 

budgeted for and if the budget was 
amended. Finally, he asks why the 
summary report was released and 
“who set this report up for release 
independently of the full report?” 

Mayor Van Bynen replied that he 
could not comment on the full report, 
but would give Dube the phone 
number of the lawyer involved. He 
confirmed that the summary of the 
report was prepared in the Village 
office. He said other councillors 
had not seen the summary report. “I 
released it,” he said. 

Resident Rudy Markovic said 
he wanted to see the full report, as 
promised by the mayor at the last 
meeting. Markovic said he would 
use the Freedom of Information Act 
if necessary. Mayor Van Bynen said 
he would not resign over the issue 
and would “fight to the end” on the 
matter.

•After much debate, council 
voted to suspend the contract with 
the bylaw enforcement officer, 
despite Administrator Ludlow’s 
advice.

Ludlow reminded council they 
have enacted bylaws that need to be 
enforced and they faced the choice 
of enforcing them or getting rid of 
them. She said council had asked 
the Commissionaires to provide an 
officer and if they ended the contract 
it would be difficult to get another. 
In response to Councillor Perriere’s 
comment that the budget for the 
officer had been exceeded, Ludlow 
said the sale of Village properties 
addressed the budget deficit.

•Administrator Ludlow reported 
that three of the Village properties 
listed for sale had been sold. The 

sale of the remainder would be 
completed by December 19 . The 
properties generated approximately 
$124,000 in revenue. Ludlow said 
the byelection preparations were 
on track and the nomination period 
ran from December 18-28. She 
said nomination packages could 
be picked up at any time and that 
three nomination packages had been 
picked up to date. 

•The administrator reported that 
a $20,000 grant for a gymnasium and 
equipment to be located at the Wellness 
Centre had been approved. Councillor 
Perriere wanted to know how the 
facility would be operated. Ludlow 
said the gym would be operated from 

9 am to 4 pm and some hours in the 
evening, and staffed by volunteers 
similar to the system in place in New 
Denver. A fee would be charged for 
the use of the equipment.

•Works Foreman Jerry Simmons 
reported that new benches and garbage 
cans at the Kiddy Park and a railing 
on the new stage had been built and 
installed. The grader was chained up 
and ready to go for snow removal. 
New lights had been ordered for the 
skating rink and the sleigh hill. Water 
line breaks at the hotel and Nelson 
Street are repaired. One block of main 
line on Nelson Street and a shut off 
for the hotel will have to be replaced 
in the spring.

submitted
The Healthy Housing Society, 

the local non-profit spearheading 
the development of the Welcoming 
Guide to the North Slocan, has 
secured full funding for the project. 
The Columbia Basin Trust is the 
major funder of the Welcoming 
Guide, along with a seed grant from 
BC Healthy Communities.

The Welcoming Guide is intended 
to welcome visitors and prospective 
homebuyers to the region, while 
giving them an orientation to the way 
of life here in the North Slocan. This 
professionally produced brochure 
will express and share the results of 
community and regional planning 
(Villages and Area H North). The 
brochure will help visitors and 
prospective homebuyers understand 
the community and culture here, 
and provide some background and 
understanding of the history, ecology 
and rich quality of life and small 
town character we seek to preserve. 

Local Villages, the Regional 
District of Central Kootenay and 
Area H North Advisory Planning 
Commission support the project and 
are contributing to its development. 
The Chamber of Commerce and 
realtors operating in the region are 
also contributing input.

Local residents were asked to 
provide initial input on the proposed 
main themes of the brochure, and 
the Healthy Housing Society 
thanks all those who submitted 
comments. Several people provided 

Local group secures funding for 
Welcoming Guide to the North Slocan

detailed input regarding the key 
themes, and offered suggestions 
for what to include in each of the 
proposed sections of the brochure. 
The proposed main themes of 
the brochure are: community and 
culture, history, land and water, 
quality of life, services (such as 
health and education), and ‘small 
town, big vision.’ There were some 
particular suggestions regarding this 
last theme that perhaps ‘small town, 
modest vision’ or ‘small town, small 
impact’ might be more suitable. 
Other themes, such as food and 
volunteerism, were also suggested.

The Healthy Housing Society 
will incorporate comments and 
suggestions from residents, local 
governments, the Chamber of 
Commerce and realtors operating in 
this region, combined with the Official 
Community Planning documents 
to develop a draft Welcoming 
Guide. Project Coordinator, Nadine 
Raynolds, is working closely with 
Healthy Housing Society members 
and especially the subcommittee, 
including Jan McMurray and Morgen 
Bardati. Anne Champagne of Green 
Words has been hired to edit and 
assist with writing the brochure, 
and Nikta Boroumond of Maverick 
Design will complete the design and 
layout of the Welcoming Guide. 

A draft of the Welcoming Guide 
brochure will be available in March 
2008 for review. For more information, 
please contact Nadine Raynolds at 
358-2164 or nadiner@pembina.org.

submitted
To start off the new year, why 

not join two travellers as they relive 
exploring from the Ukraine to Turkey 
and to the shores of Iceland.

Patrick McIvor is a local blacksmith 
who taught and participated in several 
blacksmithing festivals during their 
months of travel. He discovered a 
community of like souls exploring a 
tradition as old as the mountains in a part 
of the world where the skill is appreciated 
for its art. 

Callie Chatten is a potter and 
observant traveler who totally became 
one with the experience. She gained a 

With a hammer and a pen ‘spiced with cren’
dedicated audience during her travels 
as a result of  sending back incredibly 
descriptive emails which captured the 
moment and experience with freshness 
and poetry and a little bit of ‘cren.’ 

On Wednesday, January 16 at 7 pm 
at the Slocan Park Hall, Slocan Valley 
Recreation has arranged an evening for 
Callie & Patrick to share their travels with 
a slide presentation and talk. If you want to 
be part of a unique travel experience, then 
please join them for the evening.

Admission to the event is a donation 
to the Slocan Food Bank. Please call 
Slocan Valley Recreation at 226-0008 to 
let them know you’re coming. 
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Glacier View 
Service 

from Doug, Shay, Bradley & Derek
Closed on Dec. 25

Open on Boxing Day Dec. 26  9 am -12 pm 
Closed on New Years Day

New Denver • 358-2445

75%off
Up to 

1277 Hwy 6 Crescent Valley • 359-6711

Closed
December 
24-27

All
Remaining 
Inventory

New Year

Blowout!

EarthSpirit
Amazing Crystals  

Inspiring Books • Cards 
• Magazines • Incense • 

Calendars • Essential Oils  
• CD’s • Video Rentals •

And More

Winlaw 226-7265

Rob, Rhonda, 
Charolette & Drew

Season’s 
Greetings & 

Warm Holiday 
Wishes

from Jim & Patty at the 

Winlaw 
Brew-Op

submitted
New Denver’s Lucerne School 

won an award for its online literature 
circles at a Ministry of Education 
‘Learning in Action Showcase’ on 
December 7.

The online literature circles 
provide a forum for secondary 
students from four schools to discuss 

5972 Cedar Creek Road, Winlaw 
226-7328

Lucerne School wins award
novels together. They choose from 
a list of novels and post responses 
to questions from both teachers and 
students on the web. The students 
say they learn a lot from reading the 
responses of their peers. 

All four schools in the group won 
an award, including Nakusp, Nelson 
and David Thompson in Cranbrook. 

Lucerne School won an award for its online literature circles at a Ministry of Education 
‘Learning in Action Showcase’ on December 7. Lucerne teacher Terry Taylor, school 

board chair Pattie Adam and Lucerne principal Trish Hawkins receive the award.

by Jan McMurray
The Slocan Lake RCMP 

detachment in New Denver has had 
a new corporal since November 13.

The move to New Denver was a 
promotional one for Corporal Todd 
Bowden.

“I applied for the promotion to 
here specifically,” says Bowden. 
“My family has vacationed in the 
area and acquired an affection for 
it.”

Bowden has a four-year-old 
daughter ad a one-year-old son. 
His wife is also an RCMP officer, 
currently working in the Boundary 

region, and is waiting for a transfer 
opportunity to Kaslo or Nakusp.

Bowden joined the RCMP in 
1996 and has been posted in Fort St. 
James, Vernon and Grand Forks.

At the November 27 New 
Denver council meeting, Bowden 
extended an open invitation to 
council members and residents to 
“stop by, visit and express your 
concerns. I’ll address any questions 
about what we do and why.”

Council asked Bowden to focus 
on youth vandalism, as there seems 
to have been quite a bit of it in the 
last little while. Bowden said he will 

certainly “make time very soon to 
look into this.”

In an interview, Bowden said 
his priorities included, but were not 
limited to, road safety and local drug 
production with ties to organized 
crime. He said he believes that 
communities police themselves with 
the assistance of the RCMP.

He also pointed out that the 
area was basically under new 
management, with new corporals 
in Nakusp and New Denver, one 
coming soon to Kaslo, and a new 
staff sergeant in the regional office in 
Nelson. He informed that the Central 
Kootenay Regional Detachment will 
be undergoing a managerial review 
in late January.

New corporal for Slocan Lake RCMP detachment

Corporal Todd Bowden

submitted
Students in WE Graham’s 

Alternate Education class have been 
given the green light to raise money 
to go to Colima, Mexico in spring 
2008 to participate in Project Save 
the Turtles. 

While there, students will be 
volunteering for an organization called 
GAPEC, who are dedicated to helping 
save three types of endangered turtles: 
the Olive Ridley, Leatherback and 
Black turtles. Teacher Andre Derias 
and Family/Youth Worker Chris 
Berger, who will accompany the six 
youth on the trip, see this project as 
a potentially life-altering experience 
for these youth.

Students have already begun 
fundraising the $10,000 needed for 
the trip by working for Streamkeepers 

and the White Pines Dojo. They 
also earn a small amount each week 
cooking hot lunch for students at 
the school. So far they have raised 
$1400.

Fundraising will continue with 
a big dance in Slocan at the WE 
Graham school featuring Juno Award 
nominee Adham Shaikh on December 
21. Opening for Adham will be local 
hip/hop group Wolf Pack. Leeland 
Berg creates Wolf Pack’s all original 
beats, with 4 mc’s rapping. This is 
an all ages/no booze Winter Solstice 
celebration. Tickets are $10 and 
available at the door.  Doors open at 
7:30.  Dance until 1 am.

The class is also planning to host 
a gala evening coffee house sometime 
in late January. Keep your eyes posted 
for times and dates. We are looking for 

other opportunities to make money, so 
if you have any work that you would 
need a crew for, or if you would like 
to donate money to this cause please 

Fundraising effort underway to send WE Graham students to Mexico
contact either Andre or Chris at WE 
Graham Community School. Phone 

355-2212 (Monday to Thursday) or 
email cberger@sd.bc.ca. 

Christmas Eve Carol Service
submitted

Everyone is warmly invited 
to join friends and neighbours on 
Monday, December 24 at 7 pm at St. 
Matthew’s Church for its 25th annual 
Community Candlelight Service 
of Readings and Carols. Special 
musical guests taking part in the 
service this year will be the Nelson 
Brass Quintet. Donations of food 
items and money will be gratefully 
accepted for St. Saviour’s Food 
Cupboard in Nelson. For further 
information, phone Reverend Ann 
Wood at 359-7107.

SLOCAN VALLEY
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Merry
Christmas 

to all our
friends

and patrons
and a Happy New

Year in 2008!

from Darren and the staff at

10% off pre-Christmas Sale
Now until December 24!

Raven’s Nest
Open Daily 10:30 to 4:30

“Serving Kaslo and 
Area since 1942”
• Instore Deli
• Fresh Meat & Cheese
• Import Items
• Fresh & Frozen Fish
• Salads, Freezer Orders
• Custom Cutting, Ice
• Homemade Sausages
425 Front Street

Kaslo, BC
250-353-2436

COMMUNITY

Lucerne class holds bake sale 
fundraiser December 21
by Madalyn Maxinuk, grade 4

The grade 3-4 class at Lucerne 
wants to raise money for a family 
in Africa.

We are thinking to buy a goat 
because it could help a little girl or boy 
that could go to school. We are having 
a bake sale on December 21 at 12:30 
pm in the foyer (beside the office) at 
Lucerne School.

We have been baking every Friday, 
ourselves. If you were interested it 
would be so nice if you came to our 
school and bought something. It would 
be great if you joined us. Our stuff that 
we baked is 50 cents to $2.50. So if you 
come you get goodies. There will be 
chocolate chip cookies, cherry tarts with 
whipped cream and more.

If we have leftover money, we will 
put it in the Christmas Sharing.
RARTS issues 100-Mile 
Winter Challenge
submitted

The Rural Alternatives Research 
and Training Society (RARTS) is issuing 
Slocan Valley residents a challenge: OK, 
folks, it was easy to do a 100-mile 
Potluck in August. Let’s see how well 
we do in January! 

On January 26, the mother 
organization of the Vallican Whole 
Community Centre invites everyone to 
a 100-Mile Potluck, Silent Auction, and 
Dance. Insofar as possible, everything in 
the building will come from a 100-mile 
radius.

This is the annual Winter Fundraiser 
for the Whole. Anyone who wants to 
donate something beautiful, fascinating, 
useful or delicious to the silent auction can 
contact Moe at 226-7730 or meadow@
netidea.com. More specific information 
about the event will be upcoming in a 
future article and in posters and handouts 
closer to the event.

by Art Joyce
From the moment Bob Dylan belted 

out the words to Masters of War in 1963, 

Slocan Valley songwriter Newberry joins ranks of political rock
the gloves were off in popular music. 
Gone were the mind-numbing lyrics 
of 1950s be-bop, as a new generation 

refused to be complicit in war crimes. 
Since then, an entire catalogue of 
political rock has been forged by 
songwriters of conscience.

Folkies like Dylan and Phil Ochs 
were ahead of the curve, sounding 
the alarm about Vietnam. Now with 
George W. Bush in the Oval Office, 
a new generation of songwriters has 
plenty of fodder for anti-propaganda. 
The Slocan Valley can boast its own 
addition to that catalogue in the 2005 
recording by Keith Newberry, They 
Told Us Lies, which came out the same 
year as Green Day’s American Idiot, 
and a year before Neil Young’s Living 
With War. Unlike Young’s album, 
however, which slots into a garage 
rock groove with few embellishments 
straight through, Newberry’s musical 

arrangements are far more diverse, and 
elegantly crafted. 

Newberry employs four-fifths of 
the musicians who comprise Blackfish 
(prior to Wren’s departure) to great 
effect. Richard Burton is given more 
latitude than usual to wring a broad 
spectrum of tonal colourings from his 
keyboards, as evident from the first 
notes of the sweetly melancholy title 
track. Newberry compensates for a 
limited vocal range through the wise 
use of Wren’s considerable pipes, either 
in duets or as featured singer. Whether 
it’s the haunting strains of Winter or the 
blues-soaked moral outrage of Clear 
Cut, her performances alone are worth 
the price of entry. The gorgeous vocal 
arrangement that introduces Spirit 
of the Wilderness would stand on its 

own even without instrumentation – a 
page from the hymn book for the 
Church of Gaia. Charley Maucher’s bass 
beautifully underpins the sadness and 
collective white guilt of Winter, while 
David Secor’s percussion flourishes 
enliven tracks like Afghanistan. And 
Sean Davies demonstrates a masterful 
melancholy in electric guitar solos that 
linger on like ghosts. 

But in the end, the songs are 
Newberry’s. These lyrics aren’t for 
the politically squeamish, nor are 
they meant to be. At times a little too 
obvious, he’s at his best in the sly 
satire of Presidential Address and the 
heartbreak of Patriot Child, where a 
pacifist father must watch his son go off 
to war. Still, living in wartime is living 
under the constant blare of bombast 
from all political sides, left or right. 
And Newberry manages to pull off 
enough memorable lines to make it all 
worthwhile. “I’ve got a nice little war 
/ some people are trying to spoil,” he 
sings on Presidential Address. Yep, war 
is hell. Unless you’re a shareholder of 
GE, Raytheon, Lockheed Martin....
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Xmas 
Special 

now sold 
out!

Tickets 
are now 
available 

at the 
advanced 
rate for 

up to the 
4,000th 
ticket

Still a 
major 

saving on 
the regular 

rate !!!

Mountain Valley 
Station  

Slocan City • 355-2245 

Merry Christmas and all the best in the New Year 
from all of us to all of you!

Holiday Hours
December 24 • 8 am - 7 pm

December 25 • 12 noon - 4 pm
December 26 • 9 am - 5 pm
December 31 • 9 am - 5 pm
January 1 • 12 noon - 4 pm

Klutz
Paper Airplane 

Book
Always a favourite

We carry over 40 
Klutz titles

Melissa & Doug
Wooden Train Set
130 piece

PUZZLES...
hundreds to choose from!

Creativity for kids
Decorate your own

Decoupage Diva Tray
use as a breakfast tray, reading 

desk or creation station...
lounge in bed longer!

Quality Games, Toys and Books for Christmas at Great Prices!!!
455 Ward Street, Historic 

Downtown Nelson
352-9114  

secret.garden@shaw.ca

Merry Christmas & Happy New Year to 
everyone in the Valley from

Ravensburger, Wasjig, Jumbo, 
Heye, Schmidt & Masterpieces.

Pirates of the Caribbean
constructible card game

intro tins  $16.99
7 boat value box $11.49

card packs $4.99

One of our 200 game 
titles! Diabolos 

- several styles

This years top 
selling toy!

Like a giant yo-yo that 
can leave 

the 
string!

Merry Christmas
and Happy New Year

from Kari, Jim, Don & Bill

Wednesday, Dec 19 through Friday Dec 21 - 9:30 until 9:00
Saturday Dec 22 - 9:30 until 5:30
Sunday Dec 23 - 11:00 until 4:00

Monday Dec 24 - 9:30 until 4:00 (approx)

Christmas
Hours

submitted
Expect to see something 

different running up and down 
the Slocan Valley Rail Trail this 
winter. With the assistance of a 
provincial recreation grant and 
private donations, the Slocan 
Valley Heritage Trail Society is 

Slocan Valley Heritage Rail Trail to get a grooming with special new equipment
pleased to announce that they 
have purchased a new Skandia 
800SWD snowmobile and a 
Ginzugroomer and tracksetter. 

If you’re into skiing, 
snowshoeing or just walking 
along the rail trail, this unit will 
help make it a fun experience 

this winter. The Ginzugroomer 
creates a beautifully groomed 
compact snow surface and with 
the addition of a tracksetter is 
perfect for setting nordic ski tracks 
as well.  You can walk down one 
side or ski down the other.

The groomer has two rows of 

knives with adjustable cut depth, 
which break up and help refresh 
the snow before it is compacted 
and smoothed. The Tracksetter is 
run from the snowmobile with an 
electric actuator, with switched 
raising and lowering just like a 

snow cat. The down pressure 
is adjustable up to 250 pounds. 
The fiberglass spring bends for 
accurate, precise tracking in 
curves. The equipment should be 
in the area by mid December. 

Volunteers are needed to help 

operate the unit, but they must 
complete a safety training course 
beforehand. The more volunteers, 
the more of the valley could get 
groomed this winter. If you’re 
interested in helping give Craig 
Lawrence at call at 226-7312.
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Joyeux Noël 
to all!

Furniture 10% off 
until December 23

Maple Syrup!
203 5th Ave. Nakusp, BC • 265-3586

Season’s 
Greetings 
from Ken, 
marilyn, 
tammy, 

Gord, Kelly, 
Janice, Paula 

and tana.

Closed December 23 - January 3

Hours: 8 am - 9 pm

Office Hours
December 24 9 - 12
December 25 & 26 

closed
Dec. 27, 28, 29 & 31 
open regular hours

closed January 1, 2008

Barton Insurance 
Brokers

For all your 
insurance needs

265-3631
1-800-665-6010

202 Broadway St. W.
Nakusp

NAKUSP & THE ARROW LAKES

by Jan McMurray
A new addition to Nakusp’s 

lakefront is in the works.
A three-and-a-half-storey complex 

containing 17 housing units and three 
office or retail spaces is slated to go 
up on 4th Avenue, across from the 
Leland Hotel.

Grant Smith of Canmore, president 
of Nakusp Lakeside Developments 
Ltd., says he realizes the development 
“won’t please everyone” but feels it 
will be “something the Village will 
be proud of.”

Smith says he has been working 
with the Village office to make sure 
the development will be suitable for 
Nakusp. “We’ve tried to follow along 
with the heritage design the Village 
wants to promote, and we’ve agreed to 
offer commercial space, even though 
residential space has a higher value 
from a developer’s point of view,” 
he said.

The building will be concrete, with 
hardy plank siding in a light coffee 
colour with darker highlighting. It will 
be L-shaped, with one wing fronting 

4th Avenue and the other facing the 
lake. Parking will be in behind.

The commercial units will be on 
the ground floor facing 4th Avenue, 
with three housing units on the ground 
floor facing the lake. Each of the 
second and third floors will have 
six housing units, and there will be 
two penthouse suites. All 17 housing 
units will have covered balconies 
with views of the lake. The building 
will house 2 one-bedroom, 12 two-
bedroom and 3 three-bedroom suites, 
ranging in size from 897 square feet to 
1280 square feet. There will be three 
or four disabled units and an elevator 
– the first elevator for Nakusp.

At the December council meeting, 
a development permit was granted 
for the project, allowing Smith to 
begin pre-selling units. He says about 

six have sold already, just by word 
of mouth. “It’s hard to say what the 
market will bring, but at this juncture, 
it looks like people who want to retire 
here in a few years,” he said. Although 
he has the ability to access international 
purchasers, he says he may not need 
to, as there seems to be enough interest 
from people from Alberta, Revelstoke, 
Vancouver and locally.

Smith, a currency broker, also 
plans to retire in Nakusp. He says he 
had been trying to acquire property in 
Nakusp for a couple of years before 
he was successful. It will be his first 
building development project. 

The brochure for the project states 
that Nakusp Lakeside Developments 
Ltd. was “formed specifically for this 
project and we hope future projects 
in the Nakusp area. We are a new 

company that is committed to sourcing 
local people and materials where 
possible to design build and complete 
this project.”

Ulli Mueller is the designer/
architect, and the brochure also 
mentions that the company has 
engaged the services of a local general 
contracor, realtors, lawyers and a 
photographer.

“We’ve had a great response from 
the Village and the people of Nakusp,” 
he says. “We’re trying to provide 
what the Village needs. The council 
members are legitimately concerned 
about the Village and they want to do 
something to add to the tax base. This 
is very positive for the Village.”

It is estimated that the development 
will bring in $28,000-$30,000 in 
annual tax revenue for the Village.

Housing development slated for Nakusp lakeshore

Artist’s conception of the new development on Nakusp’s waterfront.

submitted by Pat Wind
The Burton Seniors held 

their annual Christmas dinner on 
Thursday, December 13th. There 
were 87 attendees, a new record 

Burton annual Christmas dinner a success
due to increased membership and 
the superb catering provided by Ann 
Volansky and her staff.

Following the splendid meal 
were the awarding of the door prize 

– won this year by Linda Golds – and 
special honours to Norma Cannon 
for more than 20 years of service to 
the seniors in various positions on 
the executive committee and for her 
many charitable works within the 
community.  The outgoingsSeniors’ 
executive was then honoured and 
the new executive introduced to the 
membership.  

Entertainment was a hilarious 
presentation of ‘The Basic Black 
Dress.’ Narration was by Gale Detta, 
chorus by Joan Krey and members of 
the Burton Singers Group. Makeup 
was by Eileen Townsend and Linda 
Golds. Faye Rogers was stage 
manager. The actors were Harry 
May, Colin Cowal, Bob Rogers, 
Wayne Cromwell, Paul Peterson 
and Theo Huitema. Theo’s (by now) 
famous coffin featured as one of the 
props. It was a memorable evening 
with which to begin the season’s 
festivities.

Honey Bear 
Bakery

Winter Hours:
Tues-Fri 9:00-4:00 

Closed Sat, Sun, Mon
Will be closed 

Dec. 22 - Jan. 1
Re-opening Jan 2, 2008

311 7th Ave NW • Nakusp • 265-4633
Rear Alley Entrance

Entertainment was a hilarious pre-
sentation of ‘The Basic Black Dress.’
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From Kim, Denise, Mark, 
Paul, Lisa, Norm & Brody

Closed Dec. 22-26

Happy Holidays 
from the staff 

Open: Dec. 23 at 10 am
Dec. 24 • 9 am - 5 pm
Closed: Dec. 25 - 26

Dec. 27 - 28 • 10 am - 5 pm
Dec. 29 • 9 am - 5:30 pm

416 Broadway • Nakusp, BC • 265-3644

Happy Holidays from

Red Hammer Barbershop
Holiday Hours

Closed Dec 23 - 26
Open Dec 27 - 29 • 10 am - 5:30 pm

Closed Dec 30 - Jan 1
206 Broadway St., Nakusp, BC • 265-4700

EvoLUTioN
BoUTiqUE

86-4th Ave. Nakusp, BC
(Behind CIBC)

265-3717

Tanning Bed
gift certificates

and lotions

Lots of 
last minute 

gifts

NAKUSP & THE ARROW LAKES

by Jan McMurray
•Council voted to proceed with 

forming a corporation to manage the 
hot springs, as recommended by the 
hot springs advisory committee. The 
board of directors of the corporation 
will consist of two staff (hot springs 
manager and treasurer), three 
councillors and four members of the 
public with marketing and business 
expertise. The existing hot springs 
committee will discuss next steps and 
report back to council.

•Councillor Mueller reported that 
the hot springs will be open 9:30 am 
to 9:30 pm year round. The treasurer 
presented a financial report with a 
projected loss of $61,189 by the end of 
the year. This includes debt servicing 
of $36,421. She said she had two 
phone calls from people interested in 
sitting on the hot springs board who 
were experienced in business and 
marketing. “So we have a good chance 
to get it back on the road,” she said.

•Councillor Switzer reported that 
the Nakusp and Area Community 
Forest (NACFOR) was officially 
incorporated on November 15, with 
Doug Switzer as president, Kathy 
Smith as secretary and Janis Palmer 
as treasurer.

•Sharon Montgomery of the 
Nakusp Museum attended to inform 
council that an archaeological 
assessment will be done at the pithouse 
sites in the Village campground this 
spring. She reported that Chris Burke, 
archaeologist from Kaslo, inspected 
the sites on October 1 and confirmed 
their authenticity. He has applied for 
a permit to do the spring assessment, 
which will be done by a team of five 
– two Sinixt, one Shuswap, a Nelson 
Museum representative and Burke. 
Burke will dig 40 narrow shafts or 
‘test pits’ to look for artifacts. If bones 
are found, they will be exhumed and 
taken to the Vallican burial grounds.

The CBT is providing the funding 
($2,000) for the assessment and the 
museum will provide billeting for the 
team and will supervise the project.

Montgomery said the Village’s 
consent was not required because 
the site was on public parklands, 
but that she would keep the Village 
informed.

•The campground contract will be 
tendered very soon, with a change to 
the financial terms. The contractor will 
be required to pay the Village $24,000 
per year – about 50% of the annual 
campground revenue. 

For the past three years, the 
Chamber of Commerce has held 
the contract, and has paid the 
Village $7,000 per year and hired a 
campground manager.

Council made the change because 
the Village was losing about $3,650 

per year on the campground and 
would like to establish a reserve fund 
for improvements to the facility.

Although all council members 
agreed that the Village should not 
lose money on the deal, Councillors 
Mueller and Switzer expressed 
concern that the move would “take 
the Chamber out of the running.” 
Mueller said the contract would now 
have to go directly to a campground 
manager. CAO Lafleur reported that 
this was how it was done in Silverton 
and New Denver, which receive 50% 
and 55% of the total campground 
revenue respectively.

•CAO Lafleur was asked to draft 
an agreement for the Music Festival, 
but instead presented amendments 
to the Community Grants policy. 
He told council that the amended 
policy would give him the guidance 
he needed to prepare special events 
agreements. He also said it would 
provide consistency.

The amendments include a 
statement of council’s support for 
community events and a list of eight 
ways the Village could possibly help, 
such as the complimentary use of 
Village sewer, water or power and 
the complimentary use of staff time 
or equipment.

Lafleur explained that he would 
write up an agreement for each event, 
listing all costs the Village would incur 
by the event, and then council would 
decide what concessions it could make 
for each.

•Trevor Shephard of Delterra 
Engineering will be asked to attend 
the January 8 council meeting to speak 
about options for repairs to the arena. 
A public meeting on the subject will 
be set then.

A meeting was held with council 
and Area K Director Paul Peterson on 
December 4 regarding the Village’s 
proposal to raise taxes for the arena 
facility. It was agreed to have a public 
meeting first.

Not only does the arena need 
about $1,000,000 to $1,500,000 worth 
of repairs, but the facility had an 
operating loss of $52,770 last year.

•CAO Lafleur reported that the 
load restriction on the wharf will have 
to be lowered because the stringers, 
below the planks, are rotting. BC 
Hydro representatives were called in 
when local contractor Reg Gustafson 
discovered the rot. Gustafson is 
proceeding with replacing the planks, 
and Lafleur said there is no fear of the 
wharf collapsing. He said the new load 
restrictions will not affect boaters, but 
the Village will have to keep its dump 
trucks off the wharf.

•Council approved a development 
permit for Nakusp Lakeside 
Developments Ltd. to proceed with 

building a 17-unit housing complex, 
with three offices on the main floor, 
on the lakefront across from the 
Leland. CAO Lafleur explained that 
the developer needed the development 
permit before he could pre-sell units 
and apply for a building permit. Then, 
he will have to come back to council 
for two development variance permits 
because he is five spaces short of 
providing all the required parking (two 
spaces per unit), and the partial fourth 
floor will slightly exceed the 33-foot 
height restriction. Lafleur also said 
there was no obligation to give the 
public an opportunity to comment 
on the development. As the project 
is worth more than $1,000,000, the 
permit will cost $1,650. It is estimated 
that the development will bring the 
Village $28,000-$30,000 in annual 
tax revenue.

•A new fire engine will be ordered 
this month to replace fire engine #3, 
the department’s ‘quick attack truck,’ 
which is due for replacement by 2010. 
The new truck will be delivered in 
fall 2009.

Fire Chief Terry Warren attended 
to ask for council’s approval to order 
the engine now, about two months 
earlier than planned, in order to 
realize a savings of about $75,000. 
The savings will be made on the parts 
that have to be ordered from the US, 
thanks to the strong Canadian dollar. 
The engine will be added to the order 
for the fire rescue truck for the fire 
brigade. Warren recommends that the 
old engine be kept for back-up. 

•Mayor Hamling reported on 
recent RDCK meetings. She has been 
appointed as RDCK representative 
to the Mountain Caribou Recovery 
Plan. At the RDCK board meeting in 
December, Hamling made a motion 
to write to the Minister of Agriculture 
about the negative impact of the plan 
on forestry and the local economy in 
the region, particularly in the Nakusp 
area. She explained that in March, the 
Species at Risk Co-ordination Office 
(SARCO) proposed a 1% reduction 
in the timber supply in the Central 
Kootenays, but has now proposed a 
7-9% reduction. This is because other 
parts of the province lobbied for less 
impact on their timber supply. The 
letter will urge the minister to restore 
the original 1%.

Hamling’s written report says 
the 7-9% means 60,000 cubic metres 
of annual allowable cut, “which 
translates to 60 full-time direct jobs 
and 120 indirect jobs.” It says SARCO 
has recognized that management of 
the Central Kootenay herd is the most 
progressive in the province. “While 
we support the 2007 BC Government 
Caribou Recovery Strategy, it should 
be recognized that P&T has been 
working on Caribou Management 
since the early 1990s,” she states in 
her report.

Later in the meeting, council 
also passed a motion to write to the 
Minister of Agriculture and ask for 

a 1% reduction in timber supply as 
initially proposed. 

•Mayor Hamling reported that 
there will soon be a new Village logo 
and a public unveiling ceremony 
for it.

•Councillor Heppner put forward 
a motion to make the lane one way 
for the two blocks between 3rd and 5th 
Streets on the south side of Broadway. 
The motion died for lack of a seconder. 
The Chamber survey came back 
with the overwhelming majority of 
businesses opposed to the one-way 
lane.

Nakusp council, December 11: Hot springs corporation a go
•The bylaw authorizing the closure 

and disposition of the road at Stevie’s 
Hill was given first two readings.

•Minutes of the Ferry Advisory 
Stakeholder meetings of June 8 and 
December 5 were received. Mayor 
Hamling attended both meetings. 
Councillor Mueller noted that weight 
restrictions sometimes made it 
necessary for the ferry to leave without 
a full load, and said a new boat would 
be the only solution. Hamling said this 
was apparently in the planning.

•A permissive tax exemption 
policy was adopted.

Members of the Nakusp Community Choir raise their voices in song at the 
21st annual Rotary Community Carol Sing, December 5.
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I am writing this little note to say good bye and thank 
you to all of the many people who have passed through 
the Garden Cafe’s doors over the years: staff, customers, 
artists and musicians. There have been so many people 
that helped out with uncounted hours to keep it going 
long after it probably should have closed.   
Carol’s Garden Cafe has been one of the largest 
employers of part-time employees in the valley for the 
last ten years!  With art shows, baby showers, birthday 
parties, conventions, meetings, wedding receptions, 
music nights; the little building has been a hive of activity. 
(and so much more than just a restaurant) Guest chefs, 
artists, professional and local musicians alike have 
contributed to create a memorable decade full of good 
food and fine times.   
“Come On Down and Dine in the Garden” has been the 
motto for ten years. With vine covered walls and flower-
filled beds, the courtyard has been the focal point of many 
happy dinners and gatherings over the years. Thank you, 
Holly, faithful gardener. 
   

I must say a personal thank you to the best friends a 
person could ever have: Joan, Franki, Janis, Tawny and 
Linda. You made it all possible.   
The Cafe is now closed. Merry Christmas to all and to all, 
a Happy New Year!     

  carol stroshein

by Jan McMurray
Nakusp’s new RCMP corporal, 

Barbara Vincent, has been on the job 
since the end of November.

Having lived in Nelson for 

several years in her youth, she says 
coming to Nakusp is like “coming 
full circle.”

Vincent has been a member of 
the RCMP for 21 years and served 

as corporal in Hope for almost three 
years before coming to Nakusp.

“It’s good to be home,” she said.
She says she has been working 

with Nakusp community groups to 
“make sure things run as smoothly as 
they can” for the people affected by 
the Pope & Talbot situation.

Because the detachment has 
been without a corporal for about 
a year, she says she will be dealing 
with housekeeping issues and will 
make sure that more time is spent in 
outlying communities. She says they 
are planning quickly for Music Fest 
and hope to get a boat on the water in 
the summer.

Vincent also commended the 
Nakusp officers for doing such a great 

job for the year the detachment was 
short-staffed.

Nakusp detachment of the RCMP welcomes a new corporal

Greg Craine, NRMS President presents Anne Miskulin of Arrow & Slocan Lakes 
Community Services with a cheque for the Christmas Hamper Project. Nakusp Music 
Fest is donating $,1000 cash and $1,500 in merchandise to benefit residents in need.

Reg Reimer of the Arrow Lakes Saddle Club receives $10,000 from Columbia 
Basin Trust Community Liaison, Lynda Lafleur, for the purchase of equipment 

and materials for their riding grounds in Burton.

WANTED 
TO BUY: 

CEDAR AND 
PINE POLES
John Shantz

• 250-308-7941 (cell)

Please contact: Gorman 
Brothers Lumber Ltd.

250-547-9296

Want to contribute to the Valley Voice?
Consider a voluntary subscription 

$10-$30 per year
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ARROW & SLOCAN LAKES 
COMMUNITY SERVICES

JOB POSTING

• Transit Coordinator 0.8 FTE (4 days a week) 
Arrow & Slocan Lakes Community Services holds contracts with BC Transit 
to provide Transit Bus Services throughout the Central Kootenay region.  
The Transit coordinator is responsible for the provision of these services.  
Duties include supervising Bus Drivers and Dispatchers, Planning a 
maintenance schedule for the buses, scheduling routes in conjunction with 
other interested parties and responding to emergencies. 

The ideal applicant(s) will be comfortable with the public, well organized 
with demonstrated computer, writing, presentation and communication 
skills.  Previous experience working in a supervisory role and knowledge of 
Transit systems is desirable for this role.  This position is based in Nelson, 
BC.

This position offers a competitive salary. A valid Driver’s License and 
current First Aid certificate are required.  The successful candidate(s) will 
be required to sign an Oath of Confidentiality and complete a Criminal 
Record Check.

Applications will be accepted until the position is filled, with an expected 
start date of January, 2008.

To apply for this position please email resume, including 3 references to 
Doug Switzer, Executive Director at dswitzer@aslcs.com 

Wishes all our clientele 
a very Merry Christmas 
and a Happy New Year!

Closed Dec. 23 - Jan. 1
Back to regular hours 

on Jan.2

Global Gift 
Discoveries 

Inspiring 
Arts 

318  Broadway  S t .   Nakusp ,  BC   265 -3288

Many thanks to our wonderful customers and we 
wish everyone a safe and happy holiday season!

Deb & Rod

COMMUNITY

Holiday Hours:
Office Closed Dec. 21 – Jan. 2

Open Jan. 3 & 4

The Nakusp Seventh-Day Adventist Church 
proudly presents:

A Candlelight Service of Lessons & Carols
The Christmas Story in Musical Concert

Featuring: Instrumental works by String Quartet & Piano Trio, Congregational Carols & 
Nativity Readings by Participants from Surrounding Community Churches

Come & Enjoy an Early Evening Service sure to fill this 
Holiday Season with Nostalgic Memories of Christmases Past, 

Thoughts of Family Gatherings & Bright Hopes for the Future!!

December 23, 2007 at 3:00 pm at the Nakusp Seventh-Day Adventist Church
211 – 4th Ave. NW, Nakusp BC

EVERYONE  WELCOME!!
Admission by Donation

The Legion Ladies Auxiliary in Nakusp accepts a $2,500 cheque for kitchen equipment from Lynda Lafleur, 
Columbia Basin Trust Community Liaison.

Co-op Radio heads north
submitted

Co-op Radio has finally reached 
Area H North.

The TV Society has included the 
station, CJLY out of Nelson, to its 
selection of local transmission signals.

CJLY Radio offers a blend of music 
along with discussion of local and global 
concerns. The signal is available at 107.5 
on the FM frequency and is in the final 
stages of CRTC approval. 

This brings the number of radio 
stations in Area H North to five, 
besides CBC 1. There are also eight 
TV channels.

Particular thanks go to Trevor 
Harrop and Betty Daniel for their 
persistent efforts to get the co-op signal 
beamed out from the TV Society’s 
antennae array down by the lake.

submitted
As part of its clean air and climate 

change objectives, the provincial 
government will provide $10.6 million 
in funding to enable school districts 
around the province to purchase new 
clean-energy school buses. Education 
Minister Shirley Bond said this will 
include both “state-of-the-art diesel” 
as well as four hybrid diesel-electric 
school buses. 

The funding will allow districts to 
purchase 87 new buses and in some cases 
enhance their fleets to include propane 
and hydrogen injection systems. The 
cleaner-burning new diesel buses will 
reduce exhaust particulate emissions 
by 90 percent compared to the 1994 
standard. 

In the West Kootenays, the funding 
will translate into four new buses for 
School District #8 (Kootenay Lake) 
and one new bus for School District #10 
(Arrow Lakes). 

Three districts – Howe Sound, the 
Gulf Islands and Saanich, are currently 
piloting bio-diesel in their new clean 

diesel buses. The Central Okanagan 
school district is taking delivery of a 
diesel-electric hybrid bus that is the 
first charge-sustaining school bus sold 
in North America. 

All existing diesel buses are also 
being retrofitted with new clean diesel 
technology as part of an aggressive 
strategy to improve air quality for 
students and the communities they live 

in. Hospital visits as a result of poor air 
quality cost our BC health care system 
an estimated $85 million a year.

“We are proud to be the first 
government in North America to require 
all public sector organizations to publicly 
report on their emissions levels, on the 
actions they have taken to reduce these 
levels, and their plans for continuing to 
minimize emissions,” said Bond. 

New ‘greener’ school buses planned for BC school districts

Fortis rates to go up in 
January

The BC Utilities Commission 
(BCUC) has approved FortisBCís 
2008 rate application, which will 
result in a 2.9% general rate increase 
effective January 1, 2008. As a result, 
the average residential customer may 
see an increase of approximately 
$27.72 per year. 

The rate increase is driven primarily 
by continued customer growth and 
increased electrical demand, which 
creates the need for additional capital 
investment and power purchases. 
Over the last three years, FortisBC has 
made significant progress upgrading 
electrical infrastructure, improving 
safety, reliability and customer service. 
The company expects to invest $137 
million in 2007 and $124 million in 
2008, in the electrical system in its 
operating area in the southern interior 
of British Columbia.
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Merry 
Christmas 
Quilting 
Friends!

tues – Sat
343 Front St. Kaslo

ARROW & SLOCAN LAKES 
COMMUNITY SERVICES

Community Coordinator
Targetted Wage Subsidy Program

Outreach Employment Services is seeking a Community Coordinator to 
administer the targetted Wage Subsidy Program at Arrow and Slocan Lakes 
Community Services. This position includes: negotiating agreements between 
eligible participants and employers, program promotion and marketing, monitoring 
of agreements, meeting program targets and reporting to Service Canada.

Qualifications:
• Experience in employment counselling and/or human resources.
• Demonstrated ability to promote, market and network.
• Bacleor’s degree in a related field and/or suitable combination of 
 education and experience.
• Computer literacy in both word processing and data base management.
• Complete understanding of issues concerning confidentiality.
• Access to appropriately insured vehicle and valid Driver’s License.
• Subject to Criminal Record Check and References.

Term: This position is 28 hours per week, currently Monday–Friday, 8:30–4:30

Salary and Benefits: As per current TWS agreement; eligibility for benefits

Closing Date: January 4, 2008, 11:00 am

Please send in a resume and cover letter by email to:
Rosemary Hughes rhughes@aslcs.com

COMMUNITY

from all of us at 

the Kaslo Pump Esso

Holiday 
Hours:

Closed - Christmas 
Day

Christmas Eve - 
closed at 4 pm
Regular Hours 

Otherwise

6410 Highway 31 • 353-2533

Tama Tamaki, the Rotary Exchange Student from Hiroshima, Japan takes the mike for a short speech at Nakusp 
Rotary’s Annual Community Carol Sing.

HEICHERT, JACK – The family is 
saddened to announce the passing on 
December 5, 2007, of Jack Heichert.

Jack was born on September 16, 1925 
in Wynyard, Saskatchewan. He moved to 
the Slocan Valley in the late 40s to pursue 
his career in the logging/mining industry. 
Jack worked throughout BC and in the 
Northwest Territories but he considered 
New Denver to be home.

Jack is predeceased by his brothers 
(Karl, Philip, Danny, Henry, Bill and Ernie), 
his sisters (Rosie, Oldena, and Elizabeth), 
his wife Pat, and his daughter Kathy. 
Jack is survived by his four children and 
their families: Lee Heichert (Julie); Duff 
Turner (Chris); Steve Turner (Rena) and 
Glenda Heimbecker. He is also survived 
by his sisters, Sofie Butler (Bill) and Elsie 
Meszores (Albert) and 13 grandchildren and 
6 great-grandchildren.

Jack enjoyed spending time with 
friends and family. He liked to hunt, fish, 
spend time in the outdoors, and tour the 
country. Jack will be missed by many 
friends and family members and will be 
remembered for his continuous smile!

At this time, Jack’s family wishes to 
acknowledge the Drs, nurses, and staff at 
the Slocan Community Health Centre for 
their tremendous amount of patience, love, 
and caring during Jack’s stay.

In lieu of flowers, donations may be 
made to the Slocan Lake Pavilion in Jack’s 
memory.

By request, there will be no service, but 
a celebration of his life will be held in New 
Denver in the spring.

Arrangements  a re  under  the 
direction of First Memorial Services and 
Crematorium.

YVONNE KAREN FLYNN, passed 
away peacefully at Kootenay Lake District 
Hospital, in Nelson on December 4, 2007.
Yvonne was born on January 29, 1954 in 
Vancouver. She resided in South Slocan, 
and previously Slocan Park and New 
Denver/Silverton.

Her hobbies were scrap booking, 
gardening and sewing. She enjoyed visits to 
the coast and sitting on “Shavonnes Beach” 
on Gabriola Island.

Yvonne is survived by her husband Dan, 
son Danny (daughter Daylen), daughter 
Nichole, and son Devin. Her sisters Jackie 
(Bud), Kim (Dave), Carrie (Art) and 
brothers Mike (Vicky) and Kenny.

Condolences on-line can be sent to 
nichole_a_f@hotmail.com.

Memorial service was held on Saturday, 
December 15, 2007 at the Slocan Park 
Community Hall at 1:00pm. Another 
service to be held at the coast, date and 
location yet to be decided.

Arrangements were entrusted to Al 
Grywacheski of Personal Alternative 
Funeral Services of Trail and Castlegar.

Gertrude Rose Olson
Olson: Gertrude (Gertie) Olson passed 

away Saturday, December 8th, 2007 at 
Mountain Lake Seniors Community just 
short of her 91st birthday. She was born to 
George and Jessie Kirk on January 11, 1917 
in Sandon, BC.

She lived throughout her young years 
in Sandon, Silverton, New Denver, Crescent 
Valley and Nelson with a brief few years 
in Trail.

Gertrude met and married Gothard 
Olson, while working at Eddy’s Match 
Block Factory in Nelson. Gothard 
predeceased her in Jan. 1970.

Her eldest son Blair in March 2006, 
son-in-law Andy in 2000, and two brothers 
Russell and Robert Kirk also predeceased 
Gertie. She is survived and will be missed 
dearly by her daughter Ione of South 
Slocan, her son Lawrence (Judy) of Airdrie, 
Alberta, five grandchildren, five great 
grandchildren, and a sister Mabel (Jim) 
Seggie of Vancouver.

Funeral Services for Gertrude were 
held on Friday, December 14, 2007 at 1:00 
PM from the Chapel of Thompson Funeral 
Service with Rev. Mark Moote officiating. 
Cremation has taken place. 

God has taken you home to be with him 
and your beloved son Blair and to wait for 
us. We love you.

Thompson Funeral Service Ltd. in care 
of arrangements. 

OBItuArIeS
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Seasons Greetings 
from Gail Bauman 

and Andy Shadrack to 
those in our extended 

community who 
celebrate Hanukkah, 
Winter Solstice, the 

birth of Jesus Christ, 
Eid ul-Adha and 

Martydom of Younger 
Sahibzadas.

North Kootenay 
Veterinary Services

wishes you and your family the 
best of the holiday season!

North Kootenay Veterinary Services • Kaslo • 353-7125

    
Closed: Dec.25 & 26    

After Christmas Sale from 
Dec. 27 - 29

9:30 am - 5 pm

from 
Kate & 
Spencer

We will be closed from 
Dec. 23 - Jan. 7    

open in the new year…
tues, Jan. 8    

Hours: Tues. – Fri. 9 - 5
Sat. 9 - 4:30

6336 Hwy 31 • Kaslo, BC

& Happy 
New Year

Thanks to our 
customers and wishing 

everyone a safe and 
happy holiday season

open 9 - 1 on Dec 24
Closed Dec 25 & 26

Closed Jan 1

405 Front St., Kaslo, BC
Ph.:(250)353-7633 • Fax: (250)353-7355

Glacier Soapworks

STOCK REDUCTION
Soap, Shampoo, 

Body Lotions, you name it. 
Everything’s got to go!

Now till New Year’s Eve
Across from the Provincial Building

Kaslo • 353-9638

- Ruth, Tom, 
Marlaina & 

Rita

Holiday Hours: Open Monday - Saturday 
10 am - 5:30 pm. 

Open Sunday, Dec. 23, 11 am - 4 pm.
Closed Christmas, Boxing, and New Year’s Day.

by Jan McMurray
•The Province has approved an 

extension for the purchase of the 
provincial building to March 31 
and has made it clear that no further 
extensions will be granted. The 
Village has asked for the extra time 
to have a business case done.

•Third reading of the bylaw 
to give heritage designation to the 
provincial building was tabled to 
March 31.

A public hearing on the bylaw 
was held just before the council 
meeting. Three members of the 
public attended. Aya Higashi spoke 
in favour of the bylaw. Anne Malik 
applauded council for initiating 
the heritage designation process 
and suggested that the grounds be 
included in the bylaw. She wondered 
if the wording regarding interior 
millwork would prevent the re-design 
of the interior in the future. Greg 
Lay had concerns with the wording 
pertaining to exterior fencing and 
interior millwork.

•Council had a service capacity 
review done by Gordon McIntosh of 
the Local Government Leadership 
Institute and received a 51-page 
report on the review. The report 
contains many recommendations 
on how to make the Village run 
more efficiently and effectively. The 
review was referred to the Municipal 
Services Committee.

•The committee structure was 
changed. Standing committees of 
council will be the Development 
Services Committee (combining the 
functions of Planning & Development 
and Public Works) and the Municipal 
Services Committee (combining 
the functions of Administration & 
Finance and Community Services). 
Each committee will meet once 
a month and all councillors will 
attend.

•Aimee Watson of North 
Kootenay Lake Community Services 
Society attended as a delegation. She 
presented a draft Kaslo Food Charter, 
which describes how council will 
promote food security. She asked 
council to adopt the charter and 
to incorporate it into the Official 
Community Plan.

•Anne Malik of the Kaslo & 
District Public Library attended as 
a delegation to outline concerns 
with the draft ‘pro forma’ lease 
received by the library association on 
November 23. Council referred the 
concerns to the Municipal Services 
Committee for recommendation to 
council.

•Council voted to support the 
expansion of boundaries for the 
Kaslo & District Public Library 
service area for taxation purposes.

•The Village will provide a 
letter of support for an SS Moyie 
Heritage Legacy Fund application, 
as requested by Robert Turner. The 
Kootenay Lake Historical Society is 
raising funds to complete work on 
the upper decks of the vessel.

•As recommended by the 
Planning & Development committee, 
$21,000 will be designated to City 
Hall maintenance in 2008, with 5% 
increases in each subsequent year. 
Also, a budget line item of $25,000 
will be established for the restoration 
of the City Hall building in 2008.

•Council received a letter from 
the Ministry of Small Business and 
Revenue regarding the concept of 
a local homeowner grant program 
as a way to address the impact of 
seasonal homeownership in our 
communities. The letter states that 
this matter will be referred to the 
Ministry of Finance, as it has to do 
with tax policy.

Council voted to forward the 
letter to the UBCM with a request 
that the UBCM follow through 
with its resolution from the fall 
convention and initiate discussions 
with the Province on the matter.

• C o u n c i l  r e c e i v e d 
correspondence from Marina Ridge 
regarding its application for a 10-lot 
subdivision on the south side of 
Kaslo Bay. As a recent geotechnical 
study has recommended biweekly 
testing from March to May to verify 
groundwater conditions, the company 
has decided to cancel the application 
as presented and expects to submit a 
new plan in the New Year.

Council also received a rezoning 
applicat ion and subdivision 

application for a five-acre piece 
of Marina Ridge property north of 
Kaslo Bay and adjacent to Rainbow 
Drive. These applications were 
referred to the Development Services 
Committee.

Administration was directed 
to report on the viability of 
Development Cost Charges for 
Marina Ridge activity at the January 
council meeting.

•Council agreed to provide an 
additional $500 to help with the 
landslide mitigation work done at 
Whitewater Creek. Councillors Jones 
and Vass were opposed. Council has 
already contributed $500 to this 
project, which saw a drainage ditch 
put in to convey water away from 
the site. A landslide here would put 
Kaslo’s secondary water supply at 
risk. 

Council also received a report on 
the investigation of the landslide area 
completed by Perdue Geotechnical 
Services, for Retallack Lodge. The 
report rates the risk of a landslide 
at Whitewater Creek as moderate 
and recommends inspections of the 
drainage work during periods of 
high flow.

•The Kaslo and Area Youth 
Council wrote to council to ask 
that the repair or replacement of 
the roof on the Scout Hall building 
be considered in 2008 budget 
deliberations. Although council 
agreed to refer this to the budget, 

the group will be informed that the 
building was leased to them on an 
‘as is, where is basis.’

•A letter from Anne Malik urging 
council to address the inequity 
between residential and business 
tax rates was referred to budget 
deliberations.

•Recreation grants were approved 
to the Langham Cutural Society 
($857), the North Kootenay Lake 
Community Services Society ($600), 
Youth Council ($428), Kaslo Library 
($216), Kaslo Concert Society 

($428), North Kootenay Lake Arts 
& Heritage Council ($471).

Council will review the granting 
process to establish clear criteria for 
disbursing recreation grants.

•Council will create a Green 
Initiatives Project List to be reviewed 
annually. Kaslo’s climate change 
adaptation planning process was 
referred to the Municipal Services 
Committee.

•The Mayor and CAO were 
authorized to sign the lease with the 
Kaslo Riding Club.

Kaslo council, December 11: Provincial building purchase 
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Thank you 
Valley Voice
The only newspaper that 

tells us what is going on in 
the Kaslo area. The only 
newspaper that gives us a 

chance to say what we think 
about it, free of charge, in 
Voices from the Valleys.

Paid advertisement by Jane Lynch 
in support of the Valley Voice

Happy Holidays from the staff 
at Kaslo Building Supplies. 

We will be closed 
Dec 25, 26, 29

(inventory) 
and Jan 1.

Kaslo Building Supplies • 353-7628

KASLO & DISTRICT

Open December 24
Closed December 25 & 26

Regular Hours resume 
December 27

Fern’s Flowers
404 Front Street, Kaslo

250-353-7474

KASLO 
MOHAWK

wishes you a 

Happy Holiday
Holiday Hours:

Christmas Day 10 - 6
Boxing Day 10 - 6

new year’s Day 10 - 6

Have Fun and come check us out!

405-4th St.
353-2205

by Jan McMurray
When Silvio Lettrari and his family, 

owners of the Kaslo Sourdough Bakery, 

found a natural spring on a hike in 2005, 
they knew they wanted to use the pure 
spring water in their bread. Now they 

have plans to provide local residents 
with this high quality drinking water for 
just $1 a gallon. And they have longer 
term plans to bottle it.

“I believe that everyone should 
have access to good quality drinking 
water,” said Silvio.

After applying for a water licence 
in 2006 to use the water in their bread, 
they were faced with the daunting task 
of piping the water from the source 
up on Mount Holme to an accessible 
location. This was achieved by hand-
digging a 2,450-foot-long water line 
down the mountain to Keen Creek, 
then over the creek by suspending 
the pipeline on a cable, and back 
underground to a small water station 
he built near Keen Creek Forest Service 
Road.

For the past year and a half, they 
have been driving the approximately 
1.5 kilometres up the logging road to 
the water station in their ¾ ton truck, 
hauling a 1700-litre tank, which they 
fill up with water and bring back to the 
bakery in Kaslo. Starting in summer 
2008, they hope to bring the tank full 
of water to either their property in 
South Fork or in Kaslo to offer it to 
the public.

The Lettrari family has longer 
term plans to bottle the water on their 
property in South Fork. 

When the results of the first water 

analysis came back in spring 2006, 
showing that the water was of excellent 
drinking water quality, they decided 
to apply for a water bottling licence. 
The licence was granted in December 
2006.

The water bottling licence allows 
them to take 44,000 gallons of water 
per day from the spring, but Silvio says 
they do not expect to take even close to 
this. He explained that the government 
issues this same standard water bottling 
licence to all successful applicants, 
regardless of individual circumstances. 
“If the water changes course or dries 
up, then you’re out of luck – it’s your 
responsibility, not the government’s,” 
he said. “If I invest in the water bottling 
plant and other infrastructure, then it is 
obviously in my own interest to keep 
the water flowing.”

He and his son Stefan have recently 
applied to the Province for a Licence 
of Occupation on a little more than 
two acres of land up the logging road 
near his water station. Silvio says the 
primary purpose of the land tenure is 
to facilitate the transport of the water. 
They plan to build a parking area and 
turnaround off of Keen Creek Forest 
Service Road. Currently, they have to 
turn around on the logging road.

The Lettraris are also considering 
building a small water bottling plant 
on the land tenure, powered by a small, 

quiet generator. This plant would allow 
them to start small with their water 
bottling business.

Silvio estimates that about 10 
mature trees would have to be taken 
down to construct the turnaround, 
parking area and water bottling plant 
on the land tenure.

They hope to start the project in 
spring 2008, when they will also begin 
construction of the larger water bottling 
facility on their land in South Fork.

Although the water is top quality, 
Lettrari plans to use ultraviolet filtration 
before selling it to the public “just to be 
sure that there are no contaminants,” 
he said, adding, “UV is just sunlight – 
it’s the best way available to disinfect 
water.”

The Lettrari water bottling 
business will be called 7ºC, which is 
the temperature of the spring water 
when it comes out of the ground, all 
year round. “This is another indication 
of the quality of the water,” says Silvio. 
“It shows it comes from deep in the 
ground, probably from a deep cavern 
inside the mountain.” 

Lettrari has found the place where 
the spring water naturally percolates 
out of the ground, and has built a small 
cabin there to protect the source.

At the water station up Keen Creek 
Road, there is a bypass valve so that 
the water that the Lettraris do not take 
drains into Keen Creek.

Natural spring water to be bottled at Keen Creek, near Kaslo

The Langham Cultural Centre in 
Kaslo held a Decadent Dessert 

Buffet as part of the CBC Groove for 
Food at a recent concert featuring 
House of Doc. Here’s Teresa May 
from the Kaslo Food Bank (open 

1-3 pm Wed. in the United Church 
basement) accepting $244 from Lynn 

van Deursen, Board of Directors, 
Langham Cultural Centre.



December 19, 2007     The Valley Voice  21LIVING

PETER ROULSTON’S BICYCLE HOSPITAL
New DeNver • 358-2133 • OFF-SeASON, SO PHONe FIrST

WHAt, DeCeMBer ALreADY?
Yes, and only 5 shopping days ‘til Christmas and the panic 

is starting to set in...
Bicycle related gifts can include helmets, fenders, saddles, 

grips, pumps, spare tubes, tools, pedals, tires and tons more. 
Maybe a gift certificate for a tuneup? Remember, the 2008 
riding season begins in just 9 weeks!

with 
Andrew 
rhodes

Get outta town
with 

Peter 
roulston

I say they have the best 
burgers in the West 
Kootenays. Go ahead, bite 
into one.

- Andrew Rhodes, Valley Voice 
Food Editor

The Burger Brake
Just North of the junction of Hwy 6 & 3A

250-359-7303

open daily from 
8 am to 8 pm

A warm spot on a 
cold day

When I decided to settle in the 
Kootenays, the numerous hot springs in 
the region had not been much of a factor 
in my choice of location, but rather 
cheap land and ample employment 

at that time were the big motivators. 
While lifestyles may change and the 
local economy can fluctuate, it’s nice to 
know that the hot waters never stop…

Within a week of getting on my 
land in the mid 70s, I found myself 
in a clunky hippie van with a bunch 
of hippie neighbours enroute to some 
hippie hot springs. This was my first 
visit to St. Leon Hot Springs some 23 
km north of Nakusp and I’ve enjoyed 
over 100 steamy sessions there over the 
past 31 years. This place is on a large 
parcel of private land but continues 
to be used by the general public. This 

long narrow property extends from the 
hot water source down to Arrow Lake 
where once stood St. Leon Hotel.

From what I’ve read historically 
the hotel operated in a declining manner 
until the late 60s when BC Hydro chose 
to flood the valley and the place ended 
up burning down. Plenty of rumours 
float around over that episode and the 
use of the hot waters almost ceased 
due to to the long hike up to the source 
and the fact that not much was up there 
anyhow. Some positive history I heard 
was that the highway construction 
crews that rebuilt Hwy 23 had a big 

camp at St. Leon and snuck some 
machinery up the old pipeline trail 
to blast out and cement together the 
present day pools deep in the forest.

In the early 80s Canadian Cellulose 
pushed a road up St. Leon Valley to 
start in on some of the sorta decadent 
hemlock and cedar that cloaks the 
mountainsides. The road passes just 
above the upper boundary of this 
private land and made the hike to the 
pools into a short steep hike downslope 
through the dark forest. Use and even 
some abuse of the place ensued but as 
a rule there has always been general 
harmony in this remote refuge.

This hot springs has been written 
up in every hot spring book ever printed 
and also is referred to in local tourist 
info outlets. The old hotel site on the 
beachfront did get excessive overuse 
from vehicle campers and has since 
been closed off from the highway, 
and a couple years back a fellow was 
camped nearby the pools claiming to 
be an appointed custodian and was 
seeking donations for pool upkeep, but 
he seems to be gone now. The pattern 
of public behaviour seems to be largely 
caring and considerate with the odd act 
of moronic misuse and littering.

I figured that mentioning this 
location in the winter season will not 
cause any flood of overuse because most 
tourists and transients are elsewhere 
these days anyhow. Because of the 
presence nearby of both the Nakusp 
and Halcyon Resorts this place will 
never be viable as a whole new but 
similar development. Also the fact that 
it is pretty well surrounded by logging 

activity keeps public access most likely 
to continue.

Surprising number of local folks 
have never ventured to the wilderness 
comforts of St. Leon Springs. It may be 
due to the roughish 4 km drive up from 
the highway and the sorta severe short 
trek down and then later back up. Could 
be the shock and awe factor of probably 
public nudity and all the discord and 
alarm that may arise. Maybe even the 
risk of an infection or getting a ‘dose’ 
(?) from these unsanitized facilities!!

Anyhow, it’s all great and I sure love 
the place. I’ve met so many fine folks 
and had the most bizarre conversations 
there over the years. Sometimes a 
campfire is snappin’ away or at night an 
enchanting ring of candles surround the 
pool. Exotic stimulants may be drunk 
or inhaled by persons there. I’ve seen 
some gorgeous naked women and also 
have looked upon some rather appalling 
human specimens there as well. Out of 
simple courtesy it’s a nice idea to take 
a swimsuit if folks already there are 
modestly wearing theirs…

The place is easy enough to find 
in winter if you follow the trail up 
St. Leon Road. You can hike in or ski 
from the highway in an hour or less 
but be aware of leaving time to get out 
in daylight. Few snowmobilers bother 
with the place and after the first few 
good snowfalls even a chained up 4 
wheel drive can’t make it, so you’ll earn 
your soak. Certainly a fine spot to visit 
or revisit on these cold winter days.

Peter Roulston lives in New Denver 
and plans to be in hot water over 
Christmas. 358-2133

Who should I 
deal with?

We all rely on the knowledge and 
expertise of others in our daily lives. 
Mechanics have the knowledge and expertise 
to fix our cars, doctors have the knowledge 
and expertise to fix us and financial planners 
have the knowledge and expertise to fix our 
finances.

There are many reasons we rely on 
others but we could probably boil it down to 
the fact that we can’t do all things well. So 
instead, we look for the people we think will 
do the best job. The question is, how do you 
know they are capable of doing the proper 
job? In many professions, if they have a sign 
on the door, that’s good enough. However, 
in the financial industry this is not the case. 
In the financial industry education equals 
competency.

The only designation that recognizes 
a professional as being a financial planner 
is the Certified Financial Planner (CFP) 
designation. This designation makes the 
professional capable of looking at the broad 
aspects of your finances. A CFP may be able 
to charge a fee for the financial planning 
service as opposed to being paid via the 
commissions earned through the sale of a 
financial or insurance product.

In many cases people believe they have 
a financial planner but in actual fact they are 
dealing with an investment advisor. The goal 
of an investment advisor is to help you select 

investments that meet your risk tolerance 
and achieve the rate of return needed. 
Investment advisors may not necessarily do 
the ‘big picture’ planning to ensure that your 
investment decisions correspond with your 
overall financial goals.

There are other financial advisors that 
offer more well-rounded advice because 
they have both an investment and insurance 
license. These advisors are good at putting 
together single needs analysis and can talk 
to you about the pros and cons of various 
financial options. Generally these advisors 
can competently take care of a large base of 
the population. However, I would suggest 
people with more complex financial issues or 
those who are looking for detailed forecasting 
on how decisions today will effect their 
situation in the future ensure they work with 
a certified financial planner.

How an advisor is licensed reflects what 
they are legally allowed to discuss with their 
clients. Unlike designations, the type of 
licenses a financial advisor holds usually 
doesn’t show up on their business card. 
There are three main forms of licensing: the 
securities license that allows an advisor to 
offer stock and mutual funds; the mutual fund 
license that allows an advisor to offer mutual 
funds; and the insurance license that allows 
the advisor to offer insurance. 

I strongly believe you are best served 
dealing only with people who are dual 
licensed. This means the individual has 
both an investment license (either securities 
or mutual fund) and an insurance license. 
A single licensed advisor legally cannot 
discuss anything other than what they are 
licensed for. 

Going to an advisor with only one 
license is like going to an oil and lube shop 

for an oil change as opposed to going to a 
full mechanics shop. Your intention may 
be only to get an oil change but would you 
also like to know if your brakes are going to 
fail once you drive away? A fully licensed 
mechanic can do your oil change but also 
has the expertise to recognize problems you 
weren’t aware of.  

There has always been an ongoing 
debate about which investment license is 
better. Both the securities license and the 
mutual fund license will allow the advisor to 
give advice on mutual funds. Only those with 
a securities license can advise on individual 
stocks. 

However, if I wanted a stock portfolio I 
would shy away from an investment advisor 
who did not have their Chartered Financial 
Analyst (CFA) designation. This designation 
is very difficult to attain but those advisors 
who have mastered it are the only ones 
who can properly analyze a company’s 
stock. Without the CFA designation, most 
investment advisors are either following 
buy and sell orders from their head office, 
using their gut instinct or using limited 
information to make their recommendations 
to their clients.

The financial industry is a complex 
world. Many financial advisors are teaming 
up with other advisors to be able to provide 
the client with the information they need – 
even if they themselves don’t have it. It is 
your responsibility to ask the questions to 
find out where your advisor’s strengths and 
weaknesses are so you can be comfortable 
with their level of education and expertise.

Collin Ludwar B. Comm CFP is 
a Certified Financial Planner with his 
company The Affolter Financial Group Inc., 
in Castlegar.

Burger Brake Bonanza 
Hello out there all you fabulous 

food fans. Xmas is coming, and we all 
must eat happily through the season and 
worry about it later. You know, I’ve been 
surveying eateries in our area for over 
two years. I’ve had a lot of fancy food, 
a passel of pizza, sacks of sandwiches, 
piles of pasta and some serious steaks, 
but sometimes when you’re real hungry 
there’s only one thing that is going to 
do it for you, and that one thing is a 
burger! 

Some of you know what I mean, and 
the rest of you will understand perfectly 
when you venture to the BURGER 
BREAK down where Highway 6 
meets Highway 3A (the junction). It’s 
the place that used to be ROSE’S, then 
was IONE’S for ten years and is now the 
BURGER BREAK owned and operated 
by Lori and Earl Vlahovich who recently 
bought it from their Mom, Ione. The 
place is a must for all burger mavens. 

Saturday I drove down the valley 
from New Denver with visions of 
burgers bouncing around in my head. 
Then I saw the sign: BURGER BRAKE! 
I had arrived. The place is not only a 

restaurant, but it is also a ‘drive through’ 
burger place. I wanted to eat inside, so I 
parked, walked up the ramp and into the 
BURGER BRAKE. There were three 
groups of folks in there concentrating on 
their meals. Lori came out of the kitchen 
(leaving her mom in charge) and told me 
they’d only been open for three months, 
and already business was good. 

Lori and Earl, by the way, would 
like to give thanks to all the folks who 
have walked in the door – especially 
customers that patronized the place over 
the years before it became the BURGER 
BRAKE. They would also like to thank 
the kids from the nearby schools who 
have become a mainstay of the biz.

As we chatted, my eyes kept 
drifting from the main menu board to 
a sign announcing the ‘ULTIMATE 
BURGER.’ Curious? OK. The 
ULTIMATE BURGER includes a 6-oz. 
beef patty, along with half a chicken 
breast topped with real cheddar and 
bacon plus “all the trimmings.” Lori 
says she likes to listen to people rave 
on when they are eating one of these 
monsters.

But the main menu has lots of 
choices starting with a Beef Burger, 
Chicken Burger, Spicy Chicken Burger, 
Veggie Burger and a Fish Burger. 
You can add cheese, bacon and/or 
mushrooms or O-rings to whatever you 
order. Wrap fans will be happy with the 
Chicken Caesar, Club with Cheddar, 
or Veggie with Feta. Add fries or rings 
if you like. Also available are Chicken 
Quesadillas, and Fish & Chips. Caesar 
or Garden salads are there too. By 

the way, you can get Poutine if you 
want. There are all kinds of beverages 
including a Van Hoote coffee called 
Mellow Mocca.

Desserts include Apple Turnovers, 
Jumbo Cookies, Sundaes, Maple Swirl 
Muffins, Black Forest Cake and more.

For you early-birds, there’s a good 
selection of breakfasts waiting for you.

On top of all this, there are half a 
dozen or so Specialty Burgers: The Beef 
Mushroom, The Tex BBQ, The Lemon 
Chicken, Chicken Cordon Bleu, and The 
MEDITERRANEAN…which was my 
choice. It comes with sun-dried toms, 
oregano sauce, mayo, lettuce, onion and 
mozzarella. The MEDITERRANEAN 
BURGER was blissfully delightful, and 
I’m not kidding. These people know 
how to make burgers. It’s their specialty. 
They mean business.

A while back, Lori got a phone call 
from a woman who began by saying 
she’d recently been in for a meal. Lori 
thought “Oh no, it’s going to be our 
first complaint after only two months 
in business,” but the caller said: “I just 
want you to know that your burgers are 
FREAKIN’ AWESOME!!!!!” And this 
reporter, your food guy, would like to 
concur. I know I’m going to visit the 
BURGER BRAKE again soon and have 
THE ULTIMATE BURGER…I’ve GOT 
to do it. THE BURGER BRAKE…I say 
they have the best burgers in the West 
Kootenays. Go ahead, bite into one.

THE BURGER BRAKE is open 
every day from 8 am to 8 pm. 1041 White 
Road, South Slocan. 250-359-7303. 
Wheelchair friendly.
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 Passmore
 Laboratory Ltd.
Water testing • Flow Measurements
CAEAL certified to test drinking water
We’re in the Valley at: 1-250-226-7339
Jennifer & Tony Yeow passlab4@netidea.com

CLASSIFIED ADS

RESTAURANT/WINE & BEER

Slocan Valley Co-op. Slocan Park
Food, hardware, Feed, Gas PumPs, 

Liquor aGency, canada Post, Lotto centre

Open 7 days a week 6 am-9 pm

Owned by the members it serves.
3024 Hwy 6, pH: 226-7433 / Fx: 226-7916

e-mail: s.v.coop@telus.net

Ann’s Natural Foods
Ann Bunka

- 358-2552 -
805 Kildare St., new Denver

• Zack Graphics & Inks •
Printer Sales ~ Discount Inkjet Cartridges
Photo Papers ~ Guaranteed Inkjet refills

eBay Marketing ~ Digitial Design

250-358-2111 • izack@telus.net
612 Josephine St. • Box 292 • New Denver, BC V0G 1S0Beside Slocan Park Service

2976 Highway 6, Slocan Park

Wine & Beer Making Kits 
to satisfy all budgets!

Winlaw Brew-Op

5972 Cedar Creek Road, Winlaw • 226-7328

take-Home Kits, or Brew it with us!
open 11:00 to 6:00 tues. to Sat.

    Winter HourS
      7 Am - 9 Pm

QUALITY PIZZA anytime!
265-4880
Air Conditioned

93-5th Ave. nakusp
Smoking & Non-Smoking

laceNick’s

P
Breakfast starts at 7:00 am

open tuesday - Sunday
9 am - 4 pm

Main St. New Denver 358-2381
Specialty Coffees, Teas, 
U-Brews and Kits for Home
                    • Open Every DaynAKuSP  265-4701

Slocan Village Market
Groceries, fresh produce, fresh meat, 

Agency Liquor, organic foods, 
in-store deli, in-store bakery.

Open 7 days/week, 9 am - 7 pm
Slocan, BC • ph:355-2211 • fax: 355-2216

Lemon Creek 
Lodge & Campground

Year-round facility
Licensed Restaurant
Open Thurs - Sun

5 PM - 8 PM
1-877-970-8090 tfn www.jonesboysboats.com

Ainsworth, British Columbia
4080 Hwy 31 N

Call: 1-877-552-6287
(250) 353-2550 Fax (250) 353-2911

HARBERCRAFT

LeSter KoenemAn
Phone 265-3128 or

24-hour Fax 265-4808
Broadway St. Nakusp

Ph: 359-7111  Fax: 359-7587
www.playmorpower.com

Playmor Junction Hwy 6 & 3A
1043 Playmor

ENGINEERED WITH YOU IN MIND

Re-Awakening
Health Centre• Health Products

• Books
• Greeting Cards

320 BrOADWAY St. NAKuSP  265-3188

PAuLA ConrAD
Home: (250) 358-2707

SELkIRk REALTY
265-3635

Free consuLtation

e-mail: paulaconrad@royallepage.ca
Website: www.royallepage.ca/selkirkrealty

West Kootenay
Counselling Service

•couples  •addictions  •stress
•youth  •individual  •depression

Andrea Wright New Denver, BC
Registered Professional 358-7995
      Counsellor RPC (c) andreawright@uniserve.com

HuB INterNAtIONAL 
BArtON 

inSurAnCe 
BrOKerS

For all your 
inSurAnCe 

needs
265-3631

1-800-665-6010

NEW DENVER  
358-2443 358-7292

Your Local Grocer

SILVERTON

SOCKEYE SAWMILLS
 SLOCAN, BC
  • Custom on-site milling 
  • Timber/Lumber sales
  • Cedar posts, fencing, decking
  • Untreated landscape ties
Phone: 355-0024 • email: sockeye@telus.net

The Apple Tree 
Sandwich Shop

Soup, Sandwiches & Desserts
358-2691

Mon. - Fri. 7 A.M. - 4 P.M.
Sat. 11 A.M. - 4 P.M.

Tammy Peitzsche
“Your Valley Specialist”
   - Honesty
   - Integrity
   - Customer Service
Free Market Evaluation
isoldit@shaw.ca
365-9640

 GROCERY • HEALTH FOOD

SAWMILL

Kootenay Administration Services
Carlene Enge - Owner/Operator

RR#1,Site 3,Comp.4, Edgewood, BC V0G 1J0
Ph: 250-269-7147  Fax: 250-269-7339

Email: cenge@edgeconnection.ca
Accounting, Payroll & Payroll Remittance, Office  
Organizing, Taxes, Vacation Relief & Business 

Financial Concerns

CATERING 
&

wholesale
 

226-7779

RECREATION

PROFESSIONAL SERVICES

Advertise in the Valley Voice
Your locally-owned, independent 

community newspaper

REAL ESTATE

Advertise in the Valley Voice. It pays!!!
Call 358-7218 for details or email: valleyvoice@netidea.com

BUSINESS DIRECTORY

Going On Vacation?

Ph. 358-2561

HOUSEWATCH
SERVICE

Fresh Produce, Free Range Eggs, Imported Cheeses, 
Specialty & Ethnic Foods

212 Broadway, Nakusp • 265-4039

also travel to Tijuana, Mexico each spring 
break to work with the local community on 
projects such as house building.
For more information or to make a cash donation 
contact Don Warthe 354-5584. All donations of 
$25 or more are tax deductible and can be sent 
to Mt. Sentinel Secondary, PO Box 99, South 
Slocan, BC  V0G 2G0. Phone: 250-359-7219.

CHriStmAS treAtS
SLK TRUFFLE CHOCOLATES reminds 
you that they are available at these fine 
locations: Fat Kat’s Sweets, New Denver; 
Middle Earth Café, Nakusp; Gaia Tree, 
Winlaw. Place your larger orders early!

CominG eVentS
100 MILE POTLUCK IN WINTER! 
Saturday, Jan. 26, 5pm, Vallican Whole 
Community Centre. Silent auction, dance.
SLOCAN VALLEY COMMUNITY 
COMPLEX SOCIETY AGM. Monday, 
January 7, 2008, WE Graham School, 7 pm.
IS IT TIME TO MAKE A CHANGE 
in your life physically, mentally and/or 
spiritually? If you are then Karen Dubreuil’s 
course on Personal Wellness is exactly what 
you need. Personal Wellness training is an 
intensive 8-week course designed to give you 
the tools you need to help you get your life 
back on track and keep it there forever. The 
first Personal Wellness Training course was 
such an overwhelming success Karen is now 
offering two more sessions to choose from, 
each session runs 8 weeks (2 hours/week) – 
Session #1 runs Jan. & Feb./08; Session #2 
runs Feb. & March/08. All sessions are private 
and one-on-one in Karen’s private home in 
New Denver. Cost is $500/8 weeks (=$250/
month). Mornings, afternoons or evenings 
available (prefer no weekends but I could 
be flexible on this). Deadline for registration 
for Session #1 is Dec. 31 so register now as 
only 6 spots are available for each session. 
To register now – call Karen Dubreuil at 
358-2828. This course is all about positive 

home. For additional info and to book 
appointments please call 358-6808.
CRANIAL SACRAL THERAPY 
with Darlene. Deep fluid inner massage. 
Available alternate Tuesdays at Hand and 
Soul, Silverton. Call 358-2177.

HeLP WAnteD
BOOKKEEPER FOR AREA “H” 
NORTH TV SOCIETY beginning 
January/February, 2008. $30/hour. Simply 
Accounting program is being used currently. 
Please respond to Box 224, New Denver, 
BC, V0G 1S0 by January 15, 2008. For 
further information please call 358-7136.
IF YOU ARE A DEDICATED scale 
modeler who would be able to apply your 
talents to a large model from January 1 to 
March 15, 2008, please call 358-7704 for 
information. Thank you.

LiVeStoCK
LOOKING FOR HOMES for goats, all 
breeds, all colours. Dairy, Fibre and Pack/
Cart trained. Please call 250-369-0013 
before December 31.

notiCeS
F O R  I N F O R M AT I O N  O N  A A 
MEETINGS contact Dave 358-7265; 
John 265-4924; Tonio 358-7158; Dave 
353-2658; Joan 355-2805; Dan 359-7817; 
Bill 226-7705.

PLuMBINg
AQUALAB PLUMBING SERVICES. 
Ticketed. Insured. Local. 229-4391 or 
toll-free at 1-877-224-4391 or aqualab@
shaw.ca.

retreAt
COYOTE SPRINGS - 40 km north of 
Nakusp. Medicine Waters Healing Retreat 
- Osteotherapies, Workshops, lodging 
- Margaret Ann Simon - Specialized 
Kinesiologist. By Appt. 250-265-2155. 
Touch for Health Level 1 - Private 
Classes.

SLoCAn VALLey reCreAtion
SLOCAN VALLEY WINTER LEISURE 
GUIDE - Is now out. Did you get yours? 
Available at all valley stores or at the rec’ 
office. View it on line www.rdck.bc.ca.
BAGGING WITH THE BAG LADY-
Weave unwanted plastic bags into an 
attractive reuseable one. Fri. Jan. 18th. 
Slocan Park Hall
CREATIVE JOURNALING WITH 
KIM HOWARD - Sunday, January 13th, 
Crescent Valley Hall. 10:00 a.m.-4:00 
p.m.  
 WOMENS DRUMMING - With Bo 
Conlan. Sat. Jan.19th, Slocan Park Hall. 
To register call SVRC
WITH A HAMMER & A PEN “SPICED 
WITH CREN” - Travel around the 
Baltic with a blacksmith & a creative 
journalist. Slocan Park Hall. Wed. Jan. 
16th. 7 p.m.
FREE COMPUTER LITERACY 
CLASSES - Mt. Sentinel School. Jan. 
23rd-March 12 (Wed.). 6:00-8:00 p.m.
FREE SENIORS FITNESS/WELL-
BEING AT PASSMORE LODGE - 
Mondays: Tai Chi, Yoga, Qi Gong, Tues.-
Thurs.: Osteofit-Joint Works. Beginning 
the week of January 14th. 
VOLUNTEER DRIVERS WANTED- 
To help folks make it to programs in the 
Slocan Valley

226-0008

SeASon’S GreetinGS
MERRY CHRISTMAS to Charlotte and 
Drew Farrell in New Denver. With love 
across Canada and around the world from 
Gramma Charmaine in Ontario.
CHARLOTTE AND DREW I hope 
Santa brings you lots of presents. Merry 
Christmas and Happy New Year love from 
your big brother Brady.

AnnounCementS
LAST CALL – APRON PROJECT: 
Deadline for commitment to this touring 
event is December 31, 2007. Entries must 
be received no later than February 1, 2008 
and must be accompanied by a brief artist’s 
statement. All submissions remain the 
property of individual artists.
The Apron Project is a multimedia 
exploration which will include an incredible 
variety of aprons, as well as music, dance, 
video, photos (hard copy) which may be 
related to the subject.
For more info and contact call 250-358-2180 
or email gretchenperk@yahoo.ca. 
Apologies to any and all who may have 
tried to contact us from a listing in the 
September/October issue of Articulate.

AutomotiVe
2000 FORD FOCUS SE – 5-door (wagon). 
Zetec DOHC motor, alloy wheels, CD 
player, air, cruise, hatchback with split back 
seat = lots of cargo space. Well-maintained, 
no rust. New all-season tires on rims plus 
well-used studded winter tires on rims. 
146,500 highway kms. $7,500. Call Lorna 
Visser 358-2722.

BuSINeSS OPPOrtuNItIeS
WANT TO START YOUR OWN 
BUSINESS? Community Futures offers 
business counselling and start-up information. 
Appointments available in Nakusp and New 
Denver. Contact Farhana at 265-3674 or 
email nakusp@futures.bc.ca.

CArD oF tHAnKS
JEMS Propane Ltd. would like to thank all 
its customers that donated their scrap copper 
and brass from new gas installations and 
propane tank upgrades to Inspiring Youth 
for Change, a local group of youth who use 
the money to perform community projects, 
such as building bus stop shelters, painting 
murals, running environmental youth camps, 
cleaning highways and tree planting. They 
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life changes – are you ready to change yours? 
Remember: What you resist will persist!
THE SILVERTON HISTORICAL 
SOCIETY ARCHIVES will be presenting 
an exhibit during Heritage Week in February 
2008 on the history of “Climbing the 
New Denver Glacier” at the Silverton 
Gallery. We would appreciate if anyone 
has any stories, photos or artifacts to 
contribute to this exhibit to contact Kathy at 
358-2852, Robin at 358-2639, or by email: 
miningmuseum@yahoo.ca.
25TH ANNUAL CHRISTMAS EVE 
SERVICE OF READINGS & CAROLS: 
St. Matthew’s Church, 3370 South Slocan 
Village Road. Monday, December 24th, 7:00 
p.m. Everyone is welcome. Refreshments 
afterwards. Donations of food and money 
gratefully accepted for St. Saviour’s Food 
Cupboard.”
PLEASE JOIN DESTINATION 
SILVERTON for our Solstice Celebration 
on Saturday, Dec 22nd (4-8pm) at Hand & 
Soul Healing Centre parking lot.  Campfire, 
refreshments, stories, creative fun, light up 
the street and tree!
ADHAM SHAIKH WITH GUESTS 
WOLF PACK. Winter Solstice celebration, 
all ages/no booze boogie. Slocan  School 
gym.  Friday December 21st.  Tickets 
$10.00/door.  Doors open 7:30. All proceeds 
go to Project Save the Turtles. 

For rent
OFFICE OR RETAIL SPACE - 16’ x 
24’, next to Silverton Building Supplies 
on highway. $265.00/month. Call 
250-358-2293.

FounD
FLUFFY GREY YOUNG CAT found in 
Silverton. 358-2421.

HeALtH
FULL SPECTRUM BODY WORK 
offers deep tissue and stress reduction 
treatments in the privacy of your own 
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HALL LUMBER 
& BUILDING SUPPLIES

open mon, tues, Wed, Fri & Sat 
10 am to 5 pm

PHone 250-269-0043
Find us at 280 Lower Inonoaklin Rd. 

Edgewood, BC

COLES RENTALS
HEATERS (PROPANE & ELECTRIC)
PLATE TAMPERS, JUMPING JACKS, 

JACKHAMMERS, HAMMER DRILLS, CONCRETE 
MIXERS, CONCRETE SAWS, TILECUTTERS, 
BLOCKCUTTERS, SCAFFOLDING, FLOOR 

SANDERS, FLOOR NAILERS, ROOFING NAILERS, 
FRAMING NAILERS, GENERATORS, WATER 

PUMPS, COMPRESSORS, 
PRESSURE WASHERS, ROTO TILLER, 

PROPERTY PIN LOCATOR, CHIPPER/SHREDDER, 
GAS POST HOLE DIGGER, WOODSPLITTER

PHONE 358-2632
1-888-358-2632

WEST KOOTENAY
MACHINE SHOP

915 Front Street
Nelson, BC V1L 4C1
(Railway Side Access)

General Machining
Parts Repaired or 

Remanufactured

Shop Phone/Fax
250-352-2123

Dave Smith     Owner/Machinist

MOUNTAIN VALLEY STATION
BOTTLE DEPOT

Slocan City • 355-2245
Open MON - SAT  9-5

Your “Bottle Drive” Specialists

FOR ALL YOUR 
PROPANE NEEDS

359-7373
1-800-471-5630

Your local bulk dealer & service centre

• ready Mix Concrete • 
• Lock Blocks • Septic tanks •

• Drain rock • 
• road Crush • Sand & gravel • 

• Dump trucks • excavator • 
• Crusher •

• Coloured Concrete • 
• Site Preparation •

Box 1001, Nakusp, BC, V0G 1R0
Ph. 265-4615 • 265-4328 (eves)

Lower Arrow Contracting
• Residential & Commercial 

Construction  
Property development, subdivision & services

For estimates or consultation call
Bob or Kevin (250) 269-7497

Larry’s Auto 
Truck Repairs

24 hour towing 
BCAA, Slocan, BC  

355-2632

24 Hour toWinG
1007 HWy 23, nAKuSP

PH: 265-4577

• welding repairs • full service 
& repair • licenced technician • 

radiator repairs & service • mobile 
service available • fast, friendly 

Installation and maintenance 

call Jim Berrill
(250) 359-5922

JEMS Propane Ltd.

COMPUTER

grey Barn Computers

Ron Nymeyer
212 4th Ave NW

Nakusp

250-265-2163
theoldgreybarn@hotmail.com

  

  Service
  Repairs
  Upgrades
  Sales

ken@palmercomputerservices.com

Palmer 
Computer 
Services

- Repairs 
- Upgrades 

- Consulting
Microsoft Certified 
Systems EngineerPhone: 355-2235

ICF Building Products
“We provide Star Service”    

1-888-289-4731

111 Mcdonald Drive, Nelson, BC
ph 250-352-3191

sales@mainjet.ca • www.mainjet.ca

EQUIPMENT RENTAL

LAUNDROMAT

HAIR

NAKUSP GLASS
201 Broadway

265-3252
The clear choice for 
all your glass needs!

RECYCLING

SALES & SERVICE
98 - 1st Street, Nakusp • 265-4911

OPEN 6 DAYS A WEEK
CHAINSAWS
• Stihl
• Husqvarna
MOWERS
• Snapper
• Toro
• Lawnboy

TRIMMERS
• Homelite
• Stihl • Toro
• Husqvarna
SMALL ENGINES
• Tecumseh
• Briggs & Stratton

For all your painting needs
Call

nAKuSP
mAintenAnCe

Free Written Quotations
265-3082 • cell: 265-1574
email: sapietis@telus.net

Mark Adams
Certified General Accountant

P.O. Box 279
New Denver, BC 
V0G 1S0

BUS. 250-358-2411

ACCOUNTANT

AUTOMOTIVE • SMALL MOTORS • MACHINE SHOP

Serving the Slocan, Arrow Lakes 
& North Kootenay Lake Valleys

1-866-355-9037
1-250-355-2790

hanspainting@telus.net

• Painting • Staining • Lacquering
• Texturing • Polomyx

• Faux-Finishes • Wall-Papering
• Industrial Coatings

Past painter for Alberta New Home Warranty
Justin Cox • Don Leggatt

Our Goal is Quality
Our Number is: (403) 667-5209
Just In Time  For All Your Painting & Construction Needs

• Location in your area soon!!!
• Be the first on our list of 

West Kootenay Customers!
Thanks for reading our ad

Beside Slocan Park Service
2976 Highway 6, Slocan Park

Tradesman Electric
commercial • residential 

new construction • renovations
Reliable friendly service

Free Estimates Call Steve 226-7163

358-7769

AvA’s  
Hair studio

Far right entrance of the Wild Rose Restaurant in Rosebery

Tuesday to Friday 10-4 
open late Thursdays

COMMUNITY

Vinyl Siding, Soffit, 
Facia installation.
Quality work 
guaranteed.
Free estimates.

Phone Paul or Tracey: 250-265-2133
E-mail: travic@telus.net

Advertise in the Valley Voice
Your locally owned, independent 

community newspaper

Hiway 6 Service is now 

North 
Nakusp 
Towing

Nakusp   265-4406

BCAA Towing

Caribou Service
(250) 265-3191

5549 Frontage Road
Burton, BC

24 Hr Towing and Recovery
Auto Repairs & Tires

Auto Parts
Valley Voice Business 

Directory Ads keep working 
even when you’re asleep!

This space could be yours for 
$10.00 + GST per issue.

CONSTRUCTION • HOME • GARDEN 

JEWELRY

FLORIST

JO’s Jewelry
CustOm wOrk and repair

358-2134
in nakusp inquire at treasure trOve 

kitCHen & GiFts 265-2161

HEALTH
Hand & Soul Healing 
Chiropractor, Larry Zaleski, D.C.

Mondays & Fridays - Silverton
Every other Wednesday in Winlaw or Nakusp

Counsellor/Healing Facilitator
Sue Mistretta, M.A., CCC.

358-2177 Silverton & Winlaw

Chiropractor, Acupuncture, Acu-
pressure, Cranio-Sacral, Tui Na, 

Brain Gym, Reiki, Aromassage, and 
Reflexology.

For info phone 226-7166

Touchstone Healing Co-op

Support the Valley Voice with a voluntary subscription!
Only $10 - $30 per year Susan L. Yurychuk • 250-358-6804

By Appointment Only • New Denver

myofascial release • deep tissue massage • relaxation massage

MASSAGE

BUSINESS DIRECTORY

Fresh Flowers for all occasions!! Delivery to New Denver

212 Broadway, Nakusp • 265-4039

SerViCeS
RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL 
SEPTIC TANK CLEANING: “Serving 
the Valley” 7 days/wk, 24-hr. All-Around 
Septic Services, Don Brown (250) 
354-3644, emergency 352-5676.
ROGAN ELECTRIC  Residential, 
commercial, industrial wiring. Local 
references available. All work guaranteed. 
“We get the job done.” 353-9638.
DAYCARE – Single mother of two 
available for daycare in my home. Full 

experience, flexible hours. Phone Kelly 
250-265-0149.

WAnteD
P H O TO C O P I E R  w a n t e d .  C a l l 
358-7218.
NEED TO RENT/HOUSE SIT in New 
Denver area with dogs. 358-7985.

Personal Classified Ads start 
at $8.00

Call 358-7218 for details
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Brent, Dennis, Lex and all the staff at
Jones Boys wish you a Merry Christmas

& Prosperous New Year in 2008.

Closed December 21
to January 3

There is Room 
at this Inn!

Villa Dome Quixote
Our lodge rooms and cottages are open and decorated for the festive 

season. If you have an overflow of family and friends, we would be happy 
to host them. Rates start at $68 for two persons.

Our fabulous outdoor spa and cedar sauna are a winter treat for our 
guests, their family members and friends.

Gift certificates are available. Call Erika at 358-7242 or email us at 
info@domequixote.com • www.domequixote.com

HAPPY HOLIDAYS

submitted
Designer-woodworkers in the 

Kootenay-Columbia region have a 

new option for getting connected with 
the Wood Co-op and its sales outlet on 
Granville Island in Vancouver. At its 

start back in 2000, the region’s creators 
of fine furniture, furnishings, and 
giftware accessed the co-op through the 

Kootenay Woodvine association.
“The co-op was established by 

six associations from around the 

province,” says Joel Russ, who served 
as Executive Director of Kootenay 
Woodvine from 1996 to 2002. “The co-
op was born as much out of our corner 
of BC as anywhere. But Woodvine 
went dormant in 2002, and the status of 
designer-woodworkers from this region 
has kind of been in limbo since then.”

The new status for artisans is termed 
‘direct supplier’ and is specifically for 
those with no affiliation with a regional 
association or guild. The annual fee for 
this special form of membership in the 
Wood Co-op has been kept affordable. 
The direct supplier status is a non-
voting designation but allows complete 
access to all the retail options.

Five years ago, more than 15 
member guilds and associations 
throughout BC held shares in the co-
op. But many of these organizations 
have since dissolved, and the new 
membership option reflects the co-op 
board’s recognition that circumstances 
in the province have changed.

The co-op still encourages the 
formation of local guilds or associations 
(non-profit societies). Because of the 
co-op’s legal structure, voting at AGMs 
is assigned to representatives from 
share-holding organizations. Members 
of these organizations whose work has 
been juried and accepted by the co-op 
gallery pay no annual fee to the co-op, 
with their only membership obligation 
being to their local association or 
guild.

The co-op’s gallery is the major 
outlet for woodworking made by the 
province’s independent shops and, as 
a business, has grown steadily. Many 
woodworkers in the East and West 
Kootenay, as well as in the Columbia 
area, have been involved.

Details of becoming a direct supplier 
to the Wood Co-op may be obtained by 
logging onto the Wood Co-op site, 
at http://www.woodco-op.org or by 
calling the co-op’s executive director, 
Duane Laird, at 604-603-6426.

New memberships in provincial Wood Co-op available


