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Local property assessments go up in wake of soaring real estate market
by Jan McMurray
Property assessment notices
have been sent out, and most people
in the Arrow Lakes, Slocan and
North Kootenay Lake Valleys will
have seen a significant increase in
their property values over last year.
T h e l a rg e s t i n c r e a s e i n
assessments in our coverage area
was in the rural areas around the
Arrow Lakes. Assessments in this
region, including the communities
of Burton, Fauquier, Edgewood,
Galena Bay, Trout Lake, Summit
Lake, Hills and Rosebery, jumped by
53% overall, from $603 million last
year to $925 million this year.
Dennis Hickson of BC
Assessment reported that some of
the highest increases in the province
were on lakefront properties in the
Upper Arrow Lakes. He said the
appraiser did not find that the market
justified increases on Slocan Lake
to the same extent as on the Arrow
Lakes.
Hickson cited an example of an
Arrow Lakes waterfront home – a
10-acre parcel with a 2,000-squarefoot chalet style recreation home.
The assessment on this one shot
up 63%, from $434,000 in 2007 to
$709,000 this year.
Assessments on rural properties
in the Slocan Lake area, from
Enterprise Creek to Summit Lake,
went up 40%.
The Village of Nakusp’s overall
assessment went up by 25%, from
$187 million to $234 million.

Silverton’s jumped by 26%, from
$32 million to $40.4 million. New
Denver took up the rear at 16%,
from $71.4 million last year to $82.9
million this year. Hickson speculated
that the reason for New Denver’s
smaller spike is that there may not be
as many lakefront properties in New
Denver as compared to Silverton and
Nakusp.
The municipality in our area with
the highest increase was the Village
of Kaslo. The Kaslo assessment roll
increased by 37%, from $120 million
to $164.5 million. Hickson gave the
example of a typical single family
home in Kaslo that was valued at
$127,000 last year and was assessed
at $179,000 this year.
Properties in the rural area from
Coffee Creek to Schroeder Creek
increased overall in value by 26%.
Of the five municipalities in our
area, the Village of Slocan came
second to Kaslo, with an increase
of 30% in overall assessment value.
Slocan’s assessment roll went up
from $27.1 million last year to $35.2
million this year. A home assessed at
$110,000 last year in Slocan could be
expected to have jumped to $155,000
this year.
The rural areas in the Slocan
Valley from Enterprise Creek
south saw an overall increase of
25%-30%.
The province’s entire assessment
roll went up over 16% from last
year.
Property owners are reminded

that the property assessment notice
is not their tax bill. The rates for
property taxes will not be determined
until the Villages and other taxing
authorities have completed their
budget deliberations in May. Then,
they can determine the tax rate they
will set to raise the revenue needed
to pay for public services. The tax
authorities apply this rate to the
assessed value of properties and send
out tax notices.
Hickson explains that changes in
property assessments are reflective

by Jan McMurray
Hal Wright of Sandon is
approaching a number of councils in
the area with a proposition to move
his family and his historical assets
out of Sandon. He is looking for a
community that would appreciate
having his 1908 locomotive and five
vintage freight cars, the 1900 Sandon
City Hall building, and the 1897
Silversmith hydroelectric generating
station, the oldest continuously
operating hydro plant in western
Canada.
He made his proposal to Castlegar
council on December 17 and to
Nakusp council on January 8. Neither
has taken him up on his offer.
Wright explained to Nakusp
council that his family history in
Sandon goes back to the 1890s, and
that he and his family have been
working on a restoration of 1890s
Sandon as a tourist destination, a $200
million project, for the last 35 years.
“Sadly there has been much local
resistance over the past years and the
local political climate is quite hostile.
The visionary and far-reaching plan
that we had for Sandon appears to
be ahead of its time for Area H and
we are concerned that old age will
consume us before this project is ever
allowed to succeed,” he states in a
letter to Nakusp council.
Wright acknowledged that moving
these assets would be an expensive

undertaking, involving disassembling,
moving and reassembling the
buildings. He said he was asking not
for money, but for help with finding
a prominent location for a historical
display, and a water source for the
power plant. He said he’d like to
see the power plant continue to be
operational, and to be “the focal
point of an interpretive centre.” He
suggested that council may want to
consider a P3 partnership in the hydro
plant. First, though, he was looking for
assurances that the community was
enthusiastic about his proposal.
Wright mentioned that he also
had several other artifacts in storage,
some insignificant buildings, and two
businesses. One of the businesses is
a general contracting and trucking
business, which would need a large
space where the equipment would not
be offensive to neighbours.
In response to a question from
Councillor Mueller, Wright said he
would sell his 84 properties in Sandon,
as he would need the money.
“I hate to do it, but it doesn’t look
like there is any future there. The
RDCK isn’t making any commitment
to protect historical assets there,” he
said.
Wright said the RDCK proposal
to create a regional park in Sandon
would be “forced on us whether we
want it or not” and “it would appear
that the only reason for a park is to

block us.”
Nakusp council, recognizing that
this was too large an undertaking for
them to take on, decided to write a
letter to Wright, suggesting that he
contact the local historical societies
with his concept.
The City of Castlegar, which
heard Wright’s proposal on December

of movement in the local real
estate market and can vary greatly
from property to property. When
estimating a property’s market value,
a professional appraiser analyzes
current sales in the area, as well as
considering other characteristics
such as size, age, quality, condition,
view and location. Assessment
roll changes reflect market value
shifts but also include subdivisions,
rezoning and new construction.
Property owners who disagree
with their assessment should contact

the BC Assessment office indicated
on their notice as soon as possible
in January. The deadline for filing a
complaint is January 31.
If you have not received your
assessment notice by January 17,
call 1-866-499-9980 or e-mail
ckt@bcassessment.ca to ask BC
Assessment for your assessment
notice.
More information is available at
www.bcassessment.ca. The Nelson/
Trail Assessment Office is located at
502 Victoria Street in Nelson.

Andy Shadrack, RDCK Area D Director, was among about a dozen hardy souls who took a quick dip in Kootenay Lake at noon on January
1 to help raise funds for the Langham Cultural Centre. The Langham’s fundraising goal of $2,008 for 2008 has been surpassed, but a final
count is not yet available, as pledges are still coming in. Special mention goes to Forrest Collier, who raised more than $1,000 in pledges.

Sandon history buff looking to relocate historical assets
17, decided to advise Wright to work
with the RDCK on the restoration
of Sandon. Council members felt
there was not a suitable location in
Castlegar, that the costs outweighed
the benefits, and that the historical
assets belong in Sandon.
Lorna Obermayr, president of the
Sandon Historical Society, agrees. “It’s

not appropriate to ransack historical
sites,” she said. “The historical assets
in Sandon belong to the people of
BC, in the deepest, moral sense of
‘belonging.’”
She added, “Sandon has already
suffered a pillaging when it was free
pickings for anybody who came by in
a pick-up truck.”

These Nakusp Rotary InterAct Club members served a scrumptious spaghetti dinner at the Nakusp Legion on January
12 to raise funds for Arrowtarian Villa, phase 4, a seniors housing project in their community. Details on page 14.
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Interfor announced as successful bidder for P&T sawmills
by Jan McMurray
Interfor’s bid to purchase three
Pope & Talbot sawmills and related
timber tenure was approved by the
bankruptcy courts on January 7.
“Having passed this important
step, now we and P&T can get on
with the business of completing the
deal,” said Ric Slaco, Interfor Vice
President and Chief Forester.
The purchase price is US$69
million. After adjustments, it has
been estimated that P&T will receive
US$65.1 million from the sale.
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Interfor is not only concentrating
on closing the deal, which is expected
to occur around the end of March, but
is also preparing for taking over the
new operations.
Slaco said Interfor representatives
were in the Nakusp area last week.
“We’re engaging with staff and
contractors, getting more familiar
with the operations, so we can
collectively put together a business
plan in the short term – so we can
figure out what we want to do from a
start-up point of view,” he said.
He stressed the importance of
receiving feedback from people
on the ground in the Nakusp area.
“We’re not coming in saying we’re
the expert – we’re going to need the
benefit of everybody involved up
there. If the past wasn’t successful,
then we’ll have to look at changing
what was going on up there and
do something that will work. The
people most suited to provide that
information are the people up
there.”
Slaco acknowledges that “it will
be doubly challenging, given industry
conditions in 2008 are suspected to
be worse than what 2007 brought us
– but from my perspective, adversity
means opportunity. So if people are
willing to rise to the challenge and
focus on the opportunities for change
that might exist, I think it will create
some long-term value to making the
business successful.”
In BC, the Interfor purchase
includes the Castlegar and Grand

Forks sawmills and related timber
tenure, including the Nakusp
woodlands operation and TFL #23
in the Arrow Lakes area, and TFL#8
in the Grand Forks area.
The purchase agreement also
included the Spearfish sawmill
in South Dakota, but Interfor has
reached agreement to sell it to
Neiman Enterprises, Inc., a familyowned company based in Hulett,
Wyoming. The sale of the Spearfish
sawmill for about US$14 million
will close concurrently with the P&T

transaction.
Slaco explained that Interfor
decided to sell the Spearfish mill
because of its distance from the
company’s core operations in western
Canada and the Pacific Northwest.
“A very small operation in South
Dakota, given the geography, didn’t
make sense when there was a local
business willing to step up, so we
could focus on here rather than
being diverted or distracted farther
away.”
Interfor has operations in BC,

Washington and Oregon, including
two operating sawmills in BC’s
coastal region, one at Adams Lake
near Kamloops, one in Washington
and two in Oregon. One of its
sawmills in New Westminster has
been closed since June and will
remain curtailed indefinitely while
the company explores other options
for the mill, including selling it.
Interfor also operates a number of
value-added remanufacturing and
specialty products facilities in BC
and Washington.

by Jan McMurray
Efforts to sell the remaining 23
Pope & Talbot private properties
were expected to resume in mid
January.
Sales efforts were put on hold
at the end of November until the
bankruptcy court proceedings had
approved the lender approval process
and the cross-border insolvency
protocol. These have now been
approved.
Last fall, 35 P&T private
properties were listed with Colliers
International. The court approved the
sale of 13 of these in four transactions
for a total sales price of Cdn$82
million on November 28.
Three of these transactions were
anticipated to close January 8 – the
Beaverdell South property #36 to
the Kelowna Family Golf Centre
Ltd., the Deer Park property #22
to Don, James and Byron Norn,

and the Shields Creek property #20
to Paterson Pole Ltd. and Jones
Ties & Poles Ltd. The fourth sale,
comprising ten properties (#1, 3, 4,
5, 6, 7, 23, 27, 29 and 30), was to
close January 11. This fourth sale to
RJR Investments (Lethbridge) Ltd.

includes four upper Arrow Lakes
properties that are in TFL #23.
Ministerial approval to remove them
from the TFL is pending.
A map showing the properties
and their numbers is posted at www.
uniqueproperties.ca.

submitted
The West Kootenay Success By
6 initiative is receiving $114,175 to
continue work on its several projects:
Books for Kids events in partnership
with local credit unions, the West
Kootenay Family magazine, Stars for
Success, professional development
for Early Childhood professionals and
more. The grant is part of $5 million
in provincial government funding to
the Early Childhood Development
Provincial Partnership for Success
By 6.
The Stars for Success program,
unique to the West Kootenay, sponsors
children up to their sixth birthday who,
without this support, would not be able
to take part in community recreation,
early learning or arts programs. To
date, thanks to local donations and
start-up funding from the provincial
government, Stars for Success has
sponsored over 350 West Kootenay
children in need.

Research shows that social
programs that best reflect and meet
the needs of local children and
their families are likely to achieve
positive, effective results for the
entire community. Success By 6
originated through the United Way
of Minneapolis in 1989. Since that
time, over 350 communities have
initiated their own unique Success By
6 programs.
Here in BC, Success By 6 is guided
by the Early Childhood Development
Provincial Partnership, which includes
a three-way partnership between the
Credit Unions of BC, United Way and
the provincial government. Established
with an initial government investment
of $10 million in 2003, the partnership
has facilitated the development of 20
Success By 6 initiatives that support
over 400 projects province-wide.
For more information on Success
By 6, visit www.successby6wk.
com.

P&T private property sales efforts

West Kootenay Success By 6 receives government grant
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RDCK seeks delay on Perry Ridge logging
by Art Joyce
Al Skakun of BC Timber Sales
(BCTS) appeared before the RDCK
Rural Affairs committee December
11 to discuss plans for logging
the controversial Perry Ridge
area. Skakun said the agency has
completed geostability mapping,
considering four potential ‘red flags’
for terrain instability and found no
significant hazards. The RDCK board
of directors had passed a resolution
at a previous meeting requesting
that BCTS hold off developing
Perry Ridge until the district could
complete its own hazard mapping.
“This is the highest level of
assessment that can be done,” Skakun
said, noting that it includes detailed
drainage mapping, harvest levels
in sub basins, terrain hazard risk,
assessment of harvesting and road
building methods, and recommended
modifications to cutblock boundaries.
Work was completed last fall by two
consulting firms, with final reports
on hydrology and terrain stability
due this summer. Some areas of
high hazard were found but these
were adjacent to nearby ‘low hazard’
sectors and thus averaged out to have
only a ‘moderate’ hazard rating. He
admitted this may require further
analysis by the consultants.
“We’ve been told there are no
significant slope stability concerns,
that there are no downslope
drainage issues, and that there’s no
concentration of water downslope.”
Winlaw resident Gunter Retterath
submitted a letter to the committee
with a copy of information from
a Ministry of Forests report by
Peter Jordan which reached almost
opposite conclusions from the BCTS
assessments. The introduction states
“in the Nelson forest region, landslides
related to forest development are a
significant issue…(with) potential
risks from landslide debris flows

that reach populated valley bottoms.”
The report further noted that “many
landslides occur some distance
below roads and cutblocks, and that
roads are a much more common
cause of landslides than cutblocks.”
Based on the map presented to the
committee by Skakun, the current
proposal for logging Perry Ridge
includes extending the existing forest
service road by about another 2.5
kilometres.
Area H Director Don Munro
explained that he has applied to
the BC Green Fund for a grant to
complete a hazard mapping study for
Perry Ridge, but won’t know until
February whether the application
has been approved. Board Chair
Gary Wright noted that studies seem
to favour the agenda of whoever
is preparing the report and asked
Skakun what the problem would be
with slowing down development
plans.
Skakun answered that BC
Timber Sales is concerned about
the deterioration of timber due to
the mountain pine beetle and the
need for a return on investment in a
reasonable time frame.
“There are differences of opinion
from consultants,” Munro said. “Our
approach is going to be to bring
someone in that both forestry and
the Perry Ridge Water Users group
agrees on. Given the situation in
the forest industry and the history
of Perry Ridge, I have a hard time
understanding the urgency on the
ministry’s part.”
Area D Director Andy Shadrack
spoke in favour of the Regional
District completing its own hazard
mapping before proceeding. Area
A Director Mayers-McKenzie
said her concern is that the timber
will deteriorate, and noted that the
Regional District had no assurance of
receiving the grant. Area E Director

submitted
Dr. Fun and his sizzling 11-piece
band, the Nightcrawlers, have
greased up the van for the last time
in anticipation of the group’s final
performance and 16th trip to the
Winter Blues Boogie in Silverton on
Saturday, February 2. That’s right,
folks, it’s been 16 memorable years
of rocking boogie, friendly people
and serious booty shakin’.
So here’s the rundown on this
fabulous gig for those who have
never made it to the bash. Boogie
alums need not read further, because
once you’ve come, you’ve caught the
fever and you’re already booked for
the grand finale. Basically, it’s one
huge dance party with an 11-piece
band laying down the beat in three
long non-stop sets. If you want a seat
(a few do), you get to the door at 8:30
and grab a table. The warmup tapes
are playing, and warmup dancing is
encouraged. This year, a longtime
premier blues band will be lighting
the fuse with a short opening set.
They’re called No Excuse because
there’s no legitimate reason to sit
down while they’re peeling the paint
off the walls.
Be sure to pay attention when Dr.
Fun takes centre stage. His entrance
antics are legendary, and you’ll never
see the same routine twice. The stage
is huge, big enough to hold two
keyboards, a five piece horn section,
two guitars, a drummer, a bass or
two and maybe a guest vocalist. As
well, Gary (Dr. Fun) Gilbert needs
room to strut his stuff and work the
crowd and the Hounds of Sound
horn section needs the space to flaunt

their Rockettes choreography. With
genius Paul Harvey on the mixing
board knobs, it delivers a precise
blend of this smoking band’s sounds
and renders full credit to the hall’s
remarkable acoustics.
Don’t miss this opportunity to
shake off those winter blues. This
benefit for the Slocan Lake preschool
has sold out in advance for the last
12 years. Local accommodations are
filling up fast, as Silverton prepares
to welcome the loyal crowd paying
tribute to the band that has given us so
much pleasure over the past 16 years.
Buy your $15 ticket now. In Nakusp
at Broadway Deli, New Denver
at the Apple Tree, Fat Kat’s and
Silverton Building Supplies, in the
Slocan Valley at Winlaw Mini-Mart,
in Kaslo at Figments, in Nelson at
Hemp and Company. Our license
requires you be 19 or older. Contact
Dick and Barb: 250-358-7765 or
yeomansb@netidea.com.

Dr. Fun’s last house call promises
to be an historic event

Dr. Fun and the Nightcrawlers play
the Silverton Memorial Hall, Feb 2.

Josh Smienk noted that it’s unlikely
Munro will find the $300,000 needed
for a study in his budget if the grant
application is turned down.
Munro put forward a motion
that the Rural Affairs committee
recommend to the board of directors
that the RDCK ask BC Timber Sales
to hold back on their proposal until
the Regional District can complete
its study. The motion passed.
Skakun afterward said given
the uncertainty around the RDCK
getting the funding, and the fact that
it can take up to a year to produce
a final report, BC Timber Sales is
unlikely to delay its plans for Perry
Ridge.
In a letter submitted to the
Rural Affairs committee by Perry
Ridge Water Users Association
spokesperson Marilyn Burgoon, she
noted that a petition signed by 90%
of the residents of Perry Ridge states
that “we do not accept any increase
in risk to our lives, property, or water
due to logging or road building on
Perry Ridge.” Burgoon, who was
present for Skakun’s presentation,
noted that BC Timber Sales is
planning for a “worst case scenario,”
which raises a red flag.
“How do you plan for that? You
just don’t go in there. Regardless of
how they argue the science on Perry
Ridge, we don’t accept the increased
risk. One plugged culvert could be
disastrous.”
Burgoon added that BC Timber
has also not clarified liability issues
in the event of a landslide damaging
homes and property.

“This is a political decision, not
a practical one when you consider
the risk. We’ve done a cost-benefit
analysis that shows they would lose

up to $2.5 million.”
The water users group has applied
to the Province to have Perry Ridge
declared an ecological reserve.
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OPINION

Deadline,
what deadline?
It seems that I always leave my column to the last. Everything else is laid

out, and all that I have to do is fill twelve or fourteen column inches with
my thoughts on the issue of the day. I generally natter on about some local,
national or international issue, and often come out squarely on the fence.
Every now and again, I make a blatant plea for my readers to send me
single malt whiskey. This approach to column-writing usually works well.
Except when it doesn’t. Like tonight.
It’s not that there isn’t a lot of local issues that I could debate and come
out squarely on the fence over. The Vallican Whole building seems to be going
through a transition, or not. Things are heating up over at the Community
Forest in Kaslo. Slocan council has just spent a bunch of money on a study
that no one’s allowed to see. Development is happening throughout our onceremote region, bringing its blessings and its curses. Hal Wright is trying to
move historical assets out of Sandon.
There’s no shortage of national and international issues that could be
explored. The Conservative government’s crime bill. Global warming. The
war in Afghanistan. The new Nano car.
It’s not even that my liquor cabinet is exceptionally well-stocked. It isn’t.
This column isn’t coming together for completely different reasons.
I sat down to write with the best of intentions. Then I remembered a
few things that I hadn’t done — so I went and wrote a caption for the photo
that was missing one, and made the corrections that the proof reader had
suggested. Then I went through the pages to see if everything got in.
Oops, it hits me. I’m supposed to be writing an article about Michael
Garvey and his life-coaching busines, humannavigator.com. No problem, I
tell myself, I’ll just whip that up. It can replace one of those press releases.
Now where’s my notes...
Let’s see, I was first supposed to write that article in November. Why
is it taking me so long I ask, in a rare fit of introspection. Perhaps I need a
life-coach, I tell myself. I spend several minutes fruitlessly looking for my
notes. I employ a vertical filing system with older items gravitating towards
the bottom of the pile, err, file.
Notes cannot be found. Oh well. Next issue, I tell myself.
Dan Nicholson, publisher

Hope for
Democracy: 2007

Recently, Canadians really stepped
up to the plate and put pressure on their
government to stop stalling the climate
change talks in Bali. Up until then,
Canada, along with Japan and the US,
was working hard to derail any chance
of an agreement.
This turn-around under public
pressure serves as an example
of the hope we can still have for
democracy. If you, like me, don’t want
“government for the corporations, by
the corporations,” then take heart.
2007 was the year that the
Union of BC Municipalities gave
a resounding “No” to TILMA (the
controversial Trade Investment and
Labour Mobility Agreement between
BC and Alberta). They studied the
agreement and came to the conclusion
that it was not in the best interests of
their communities.
In fact, so much pressure has
been put on the BC government to
have public consultation and open

debate about TILMA, that the Liberals
backed down on passing the legislation
required to give the agreement teeth.
Good news for British Columbians.
2007 was also the year that the
Capital Regional District changed
its zoning laws so that their forest
land cannot be subdivided under 120
hectares. Remember that they were
faced with thousands of hectares of
land suddenly slated for development,
after being removed from the TFL
by the Minister of Forests. The CRD
wanted time to plan and get public
input, and they had the clear support
of the citizens to take action.
The removal of Vancouver
Island forest land from the TFL
caused such outrage that the Auditor
General was convinced to launch an
independent review into whether the
interests of the citizens were served.
I am grateful to the environmental
groups, citizens’ organizations, and
the official opposition for requesting
the investigation, and I hope that the
outcome will help us with TFL 23.
Our ancestors worked hard to
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preserve our democratic rights and
responsibilities. As we look forward
to 2008, let us cherish our democracy,
support our elected officials in doing
their best on our behalf and hold our
governments accountable to serving
the interests of our communities.
As the old adage says, “We get the
government we deserve”.
Laurie Page
Nakusp

The Old, Old
Story

Many of us heard the old, old
story as far back as our memory
serves, but never had I seen or heard
it so beautifully portrayed as at a little
country church in Meadow Creek in
December ’07.
To all who organized and worked
at putting it together, from the set, the
lighting and sound effects, costumes
and real animals – well done. Then
there was the large, warm and loving
crowd that turned out to enjoy it. And
the message of the cross was included
because we couldn’t have Christmas
without the cross.
God bless all those involved and
bless His holy name.
D. Beck
Cooper Creek

Maintain roads for
safety, not profit

I am wondering what is happening
to all the money the Highways
department pays out to the private
contractors that are supposed to take
care of road maintenance in British
Columbia.
On December 27, 2007 I came
over the ferry and drove from Galena
Bay to New Denver. The road was in a
deplorable condition. One car in front
of me started spinning out of control
but luckily there was no accident. It
was in the afternoon, so there had been
enough time to apply sand or salt.
I think snow clearing and road
maintenance in general is a safety
issue for all British Columbians and
we should not be cutting corners for
the sake of profit.
Albert Boers
Hills

Taking love and
gratitude one
step further

As you recall, while doing his
experiments with water quality,
Masaru Emoto gathered the local
water from various places in the
world. He froze it and then observed
and photographed the crystals that
formed. Without fail the crystals that
formed from the clean water were
sparkling, clear and symmetrical.
The polluted waters formed dingy,
asymmetrical, dilapidated crystals.
Then he put the words ‘hate’
and ‘anger’ onto the glass jars of
the polluted waters and the clean
waters. After a given length of time
the crystals that formed from the jars
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of polluted waters were the same or
even less vital appearing. And the
jars of clean water formed crystals
that were murky, asymmetrical and
non-vital looking.
Yet when the words ‘love’ and
‘gratitude’ were put onto each kind
of jar he found the crystals formed
from the polluted waters were bright,
symmetrical and vital in appearance.
As well, the clean water crystals
seemed even more sparkly and even
more vital appearing.
Now, if the human body is
composed of between 80-90%
water, and our planet’s composition
is virtually the same, by regularly
affirming love and gratitude for our
personal water, the waters of our
families and friends and all of Earth’s
people, animals, fruits, vegetables and
minerals, as well as Gaia herself, we
should all be able to sparkle and glow
with the vitality of love and gratitude
quite soon.
More food for thought on this
same subject: I know three generations
of a family who never express
appreciation, love or gratitude to one
another, much less to anyone else.
These people spend much of their
time addressing personal issues of
depression, lack of self-esteem and
poor health in general.
Science tells us our personal
waters are a carbon copy of our
biological mother’s waters. And are
we all not a direct result of our Earth
Mother’s water? May all be filled with
love and gratitude.
Rowena Eloise
Argenta

Good Fences?

Do good fences really make
good neighbours? Is everyone really
entitled to an opinion? If it were my
opinion that good fences do make
good neighbours and someone else’s
opinion that that is not necessarily so,
which one of us would you believe?
What if this other fella had lived in
Berlin from 1961 to 1989? Wouldn’t
it be fair to say he had more experience
with fences and neighbours than I?
What makes a good neighbour
anyway? In my opinion, it’s the ability
to exercise good judgment, common
sense and restraint in deciding whether
or not to mind your own business or
your neighbour’s, while keeping in
mind the business you think is yours
may also be the business of others who
have different views. And, whenever
possible, talk to your neighbour
before sticking your thumb in his
eye or running off to some ‘higher
authority’ and don’t ask him to do
favours that benefit you alone unless
you are willing to do something for
him in return.
Here is a prime example of a
bad neighbour to all of us: in the
last VV someone wrote a letter in
opposition to a water bottling facility
(and apparently sent it to the Ministry
of Crown Lands). The letter states that
44,000 gallons per day is a noticeable

loss of water from Kootenay Lake and
that amount of water might be “crucial
to Kootenay Lake” especially in the
face of “climate change” over the next
30 years. Well, maybe, but here are
some facts. Kootenay Lake inflows,
for December 2007 (low water time
of year), were around 27,000 cfs
(cubic feet per second). If you do the
math, that’s about 17.5 billion gallons
every day, making 44,000 GPD
approximately 25 one millionths of
the daily volume.
This kind of fear mongering can
have unexpected consequences! For
instance, I was so stricken with terror
for the future of Kootenay Lake, and
indeed the entire planet, that I didn’t
enter the Polar Bear swim for fear of
my fat ass splashing out a noticeably
crucial amount of water.
Conclusion: stick to the facts or
mind your own business. If you don’t
like the idea of bottled water, say so,
but don’t try to scare me with a lot of
climate change BS. I’m not that stupid
and it’s damn sure not neighbourly in
the good sense of that word.
Gary Cockrell
Kaslo

Open letter to
Health Canada

Thank you for your letter dated
December 18, 2007. I continue to
have questions and concerns over
this matter of the exposure of living
organisms, including humans, to high
frequency radiation.
I understand that there are
various ways of expressing exposure
guidelines, which leads to confusion;
nevertheless, it is undeniable that there
is a wide discrepancy in what experts
deem safe in radiation exposure.
A recent table that shows this wide
discrepancy is given in the following
book: The Powerwatch Handbook,
Alistair and Jean Philips, Piatkus
Books, 2006, p. 65. email: info@
piatkus.co.uk.
Due to differences in political
systems, there is also a discrepancy
in how different governments, even
different democratic governments,
handle this matter of radiation
exposure. When we study the German
report of July 23, 2007 cited in your
letter, we see that, unlike Industry
Canada, the German government sees
itself only partially as a regulatory
body and rather one that informs
and warns, thereby encouraging
communities to make their own
informed decisions about the amount
of exposure they wish to risk. This is
made clear, first of all, in question 8
of their report.
The question is whether the
German government supports the
installation of wireless access to the
internet. The government answers
strongly in the negative using the word
“verweist” which means reprimand
or rebuke. The entire document
concerns itself with the proliferation
of wireless access to the internet.
Continued on page 5
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Continued from page 5
The German government’s position
is that there is considerable concern
over the general proliferation of the
use of wireless communication and
that any unnecessary use should be
avoided. It stops short of enforcement
but it initiates research and provides
information and warnings.
The central German government
adheres to the guidelines of the
International Commission on NonIonizing Radiation Protection
(ICNIRP). The Swiss government
also accepts this standard and has
added further precautions.
I am deeply concerned that
Canada does not follow the ICNIRP
guidelines. Furthermore, Canada
imposes radiation exposure guidelines
on a public that is given virtually no
information or warning.
You refer in your letter to
the German Government’s “…
acknowledgement that some personal
precautionary measures are within
the grasp of each individual.” In
the German system this is possible
because the public is informed about
radiation dangers and communities
and regions are given the power
to choose precautionary exposure
limits. In Canada, where base stations
are erected close to residences and
schools with little decisive local
input, such personal precautionary
measures are largely outside the grasp
of individuals.
You state in your letter, “regarding
differences with other national
standards, the Russian standard, used
by some of the former soviet block
nations, has a more stringent power
density limit of 0.1 W/sq. m. for 0.3 to
300 GHz as compared to that of SC6.

In all likelihood, all existing cellular
base stations in Canada probably
comply with this value by a wide
margin.”
Such an assurance raises several
questions: Why does our Canadian
standard (Safety Code 6) not adhere to
values that give us this precautionary
assurance? Will we be informed
whenever our exposure to radiation
exceeds this more precautionary
guideline so that we can protect
ourselves if we choose? Are sufficient
measurements being taken to provide
a realistic knowledge of the radiation
emitted from wireless installations?
I also continue to have the
following questions of Health
Canada:
Would Health Canada consider
adhering to the ICNIRP guidelines?
What is the deterrent for this to
happen?
Would Health Canada consider a
pro-active regimen of warnings to the
public regarding the danger to health
of the radiation used for wireless
communication?
Would Health Canada consider
recommending that municipalities
and regions set their own destinies in
the use of wireless communication
facilities?
Thank you for your consideration
in this matter.
Norbert Duerichen
New Denver

Recent events
should alarm us

Although it would be enjoyable to
believe that some of the developments
occurring around us would not be
ruinous to village life here, recent
events should be sounding alarms

for all of us. For those who may not
have seen the front page headline in
the Vancouver Sun (“Assessments
skyrocket”), the sub-headline stated:
“Rural playgrounds such as Nakusp
in the Kootenays see the biggest
increase of property values.” This
was the lead-in to a full-page article
on page 4: “Albertans gravitate to the
Kootenays.”
Why should this alarm us?
Back many issues ago I wrote
about the enormous entrepreneurial
development at Shuswap Lake and its
chain of lesser lakes — condominiums
galore, hundreds of houseboat slips,
and 30-passenger pleasure houseboats.
The latter have already appeared on
Kootenay Lake at Nelson.
As the wealthy arrive seeking
their playground amenities, willing to
pay any price, village tax assessments
soar because of an increase in
valuation. That increases your taxes,
not just theirs, and sometimes by huge
amounts. With the condominiums and
monster houses come demands for
boat slips and all the technological
and mechanical toys that money can
buy. Just remember those 30-member
houseboats tied up together for
60-persons nighttime party blowouts
that I wrote about earlier.
The article in the Sun related
that “rural Nakusp saw the value
of its 2008 property roll increase
53 percent.” This means that a
property listed at approximately
$250,000 sold for $500,000. This
astounding increase is, of course,
raising property taxes on every side,
due to increased land values. That
means nothing to wealthy Albertans
who are flocking to the Kootenays to
try to build vacation houses because
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property prices are, comparatively
speaking, so cheap.
Paul Peterson, RDCK director,
says of this: “People are buying
property in Nakusp as a second,
third and sometimes a fourth house,
and they don’t rent them out … this
makes it difficult for the people who
typically rent and is devastating
for low-income residents in the
area, forcing them out.” Peterson
continued, “A lot of good people
just don’t happen to have a lot of
money and they’re getting left out
in no-man’s land.”
Well, what occurred at Shuswap
Lake, at Penticton with ten-storey
condominiums on the lakeshore, has
begun at Nelson with a five-storey
condominium on the lakeshore
and at Nakusp with a four-storey
condo on the lakeshore. Shown in
the December 19 Valley Voice, this
housing development, containing
17 condominiums and three office
units, is slated to rise across from the
Leland Hotel.
Village administrations are
allowing four-floor houses by
terming the fourth floor a half floor
if it’s set just a bit back. But when
you look at it, and its visual and
light impact, you’ll see it is four
floors. Consider how the smaller
houses behind this building will
have their view obliterated and
sunlight cut off in winter when the
sun is low. No matter, the wealthy
will have their digs, with an elevator
for the upper floors so they don’t
have to climb stairs. The developer
promises additional condominiums
for Nakusp.
The Village administration
permitted this development for the

$30,000 in annual taxes it would
get, but that is a short-sighted form
of revenue. It was also convinced
because the developer promises to
create three office spaces. Big deal.
The entrepreneurs in these
developments care only for the
bucks, and offer the standard bribes:
local people will help build these
monstrosities. Will Nakusp now
refuse additional four-storey (or
next five-storey) condominiums that
will front the lake in a chain? So
then ordinary people can live in the
shadow of the ultra-wealthy?
The BC Assessment area assessor
Jim Norton states that the Albertans
are “flush” and are flocking to
golf courses, ski hills and other
recreational amenities, observing
that around Invermere and Radium
Hot Springs 70% of the properties
are now owned by Albertans.
There is no avoiding it; we are
going to be ‘discovered.’ If we let
this invasion of the wealthy occur in
New Denver, as one flush purchaser
follows another, the village, as we
know it, will cease to exist. The time
to resist these intrusions is now. If the
Village Plan does not forbid these
condominiums and extra-height
buildings, ask for a referendum to
amend it. We already have a threestorey building going up in New
Denver on the corner of 8th Avenue
and Josephine Street. Depending
on their location such three-storey
buildings can greatly affect vision
lines from adjoining two-storey
houses. These changes that should
alarm us are not as distant as you
might think.
Richard Caniell
New Denver
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Slocan council, January 9: Three nominees to run in byelection
by Don Currie
•Three Slocan residents will
contest the February 2 byelection
to fill the seat vacated by Joanne
Ellis. Ray Caouette, Hillary Elliot
and Jamie Ingram will present their
views to voters at an all-candidates
meeting at the Silvery Slocan Hall
on January 17 at 7 pm. The meeting
will be moderated by Councillor
John Gates.
•Mayor Van Bynen relaxed
the rules during question period,
which extended from the usual 15
to 45 minutes, prompting residents
attending the meeting to pose a wide
range of questions.
•Homeowner Vi Lister said
many villagers were concerned about
a rise in property taxes, as property
assessments had sharply increased.
She said Nelson had lowered its
mill rate to compensate for the
rise in assessments, and called for
Slocan council to do the same. Jean
Patterson said that if something
happened to the local mill the Village
would have to “pull up its bootstraps
and live within its budget.”
Administrator Eunice Ludlow
said council had no control over
assessments, and had not yet discussed
the mill rate for the coming year. She
said Springer Creek Forest Products

was the Village’s principal taxpayer,
and the provincial government was
applying pressure to reduce the gap
between business and residential
mill rates. She said any reduction in
business tax would have to be made
up in residential taxes.
•Jean Patterson asked if council
had hired another bylaw control
officer and Rudy Markovic wanted
to know if council had paid $6,000
in severance pay to end the services
of the current officer. Administrator
Ludlow said that council had not
hired another bylaw control officer
and no severance pay had been paid.
She explained that Council had a
contract with the Commissionaires
requiring three months notice to
dispense with the service. Ludlow
cautioned that with new RDCK
rules requiring ticketing of bylaw
infractions it may be difficult to get
another officer. Resident Bernadette
Robichaud, a supporter of a ticketing
bylaw, wanted action taken against
owners of derelict properties.
•Ray Caouette said it was
important to broaden the tax base
by encouraging construction of new
homes. He believes people would
come to Slocan and build homes if
building costs were lower than in the
city. He asked council to amend the

building bylaw to permit new home
construction on 30- or 40-foot lots,
claiming that there is an approved
septic design for building lots of this
size. Mayor Van Bynen said he had
not seen any such septic design and
was concerned that the Village would
be pressured to install a sewage
system if houses were built on 30and 40-foot lots.
•Caouette then asked, in light
of the opposition to the proposed
slaughterhouse, if council would
pass a motion and “put it to bed.”
Mayor Van Bynen said that council
would make a decision at its February
meeting. Later in the meeting,
council set a public meeting date
of January 24 at the Silvery Slocan
Hall, where it is expected the issue
of the slaughterhouse will be aired
again.
•Caouette said council was not
adhering to its procedural bylaw no.
550, requiring council to meet twice
monthly. He acknowledged that
mayor and council did not receive
salaries, but felt the business of the
Village required more meetings. He
gave the example of cell service,
which he believes would benefit the
town. He claimed the RCMP would
consider moving to Slocan if cell
service were installed. Caouette said

he would donate an acre of land that
was well suited for a cell tower if
council would support the service.
•Administrator Ludlow reported
that council’s application for funding
for a small gymnasium under the
provisions of the Community Health
Promotion Fund was generally
supported, but a revised application
limiting the request for capital funds
to $15,000 was required. Ludlow
said the Village would revise and

re-submit the application.
•Councillor John Gates reported
that RDCK Director Gary Wright
(mayor of New Denver) was reelected as chair of the RDCK board,
and Director Tom Mann was elected
as vice chair and chair of the West
Kootenay Boundary Regional
Hospital District board. Gates warned
that 187 RDCK services would be
downloaded and distributed across the
RDCK over the next two years.

submitted
Here’s a chance to shake off the
winter blues, hang out with friends
new and old, and fill your face
while doing it! The Vallican Whole
Community Centre is inviting you
to celebrate local abundance and
help bring agriculture home.
The Whole is hosting a winter
100-Mile Potluck, Silent Auction
and Dance on Saturday, January
26, starting at 5 pm. This event
is a follow-up to last summer’s
hugely enjoyable 100 Mile Market
and Potluck. Admission is by
donation.
“When we did this in the
summer, people said, ‘yeah, but
it’s easy now, will you try doing
it in the winter?’” recalls RARTS

board chair Joanne Ellis. (RARTS
is the Rural Alternatives Research
and Training Society, which runs
the community centre.) “We just
can’t resist a challenge, so we said,
‘sure!’ Now we’re counting on the
community to come through and
reach deep into their cupboards and
freezers to come up with a local
winter feast.”
The board has cleverly stashed
away a large local turkey to roast
for the event, and is encouraging
friends, neighbours and YOU
(they’re counting on you) to come
up with dishes which have as many
local ingredients as possible. “We’ve
never been fundamentalists about
this,” says board member Moe
Lyons. “We want people to come
and have a great party with us. We’re
expanding our idea of how this
works as we go along, so for goods
we can’t possibly source locally, we
are incorporating fair trade into our
plans. For example, we will have
fair trade coffee at this event. We
will also serve locally produced beer
and wine.”
The Silent Auction will consist
of goods and services from within a
100-mile radius of Vallican. Already
the tables are filling up with a
fine array, including pottery from
Stillpoint, an Ann Swanson painting,
a certificate for automobile work
from Leo’s, and a choice selection
of local prize-winning comestibles
from our gourmet chefs.
As well, RARTS is holding
a raffle for an exquisite Art Deco
stained glass window crafted by
Keith Taves, a Rustic Creations
twig furniture corner shelf, and a
truckload of fine aged horse manure.
The first two prizes will be on
display throughout the evening and
tickets will be available. The draw
will take place in March.
At 8 pm, the dancing will begin!
Who can sit down when Olin McKay
and his friends trot out their toetapping tunes? OK and the 100-Mile
Rounders are a local favourite, and
have already had one lively gig at
the Whole when they played for the
Emergency Volunteers Thank-You
event. Anyone who heard them
there, at Cedar Creek Cafe, or during
this summer’s 100 Mile Potluck will
be lining up to enjoy them again.
By the end of January, everyone
is ready for a break from winter. For
the last two years, RARTS invited
the community to come to a Cantina
and imagine being in warmer climes.
“It was fun to pretend to be in
Mexico, but we think it’s time to
celebrate being where we are,” says
board member Will Parker. “This
year the party’s coming home.”

100 Mile event brings it all back home

VILLAGE OF SLOCAN
NOTICE OF ELECTION
BY VOTING
PUBLIC NOTICE IS HEREBY given to the electors of the Village of Slocan that an election by voting is necessary to elect a
Councillor, for a term commencing March 2008 and terminating December 2008, and that the persons nominated as candidates
and for whom votes will be received are:

Councillor – One (1) to be elected

Surname
CAOUETTE
ELLIOT
INGRAM

Usual Names
Ray
Hillary
Jamie

Jurisdiction of Residence
Slocan, B.C.
Slocan, B.C.
Slocan, B.C.

GENERAL VOTING DAY will be open to qualified electors of the Village of Slocan on Saturday, February 2, 2008 between the
hours of 8:00 am and 8:00 pm at the following location:

SLOCAN LIBRARY – 706 HAROLD ST, SLOCAN, B.C.
ELECTOR REGISTRATION
If you are not on the list of electors, you may register at the time of voting by completing the required application form available at
the voting place. To register you must meet the following qualifications:
•
•
•
•
•

18 years of age,
a Canadian citizen,
a resident of British Columbia for at least 6 months immediately preceding the day of registration,
a resident of OR registered owner of real property in the Village of Slocan for at least 30 days immediately preceding
voting day, and
not otherwise disqualified by law from voting.

Resident electors will also be required to produce 2 pieces of identification (at least one with a signature). Picture identification is
not necessary. The identification must prove residency and identity.
Non-resident property electors must produce a “Non-Resident Property Elector Certificate” and 2 pieces of identification (at least
one with a signature) to prove identity. The certificate may be obtained at the Slocan Village Office at any time during regular office
hours prior to 4:00 p.m. Friday, February 1, 2008 or during advance voting or general voting hours.
On Advance and General Voting Days, Non-resident property elector Certificates may be obtained
at the voting stations during voting hours ONLY UPON PRESENTATION OF A PROPERTY CERTIFICATE OF
TITLE AND PROPERTY OWNER’S CONSENT FORM (IF MORE THAN ONE PERSON REGISTERED AS OWNERS)

ADVANCE VOTING OPPORTUNITIES
Advance voting will be open at the Village Office, 503 Slocan St, Slocan, BC on Wednesday, January 23, 2008 between the hours
of 8:00 am and 8:00 pm. The only persons permitted to vote at an Advance Voting Opportunity are those who, being duly qualified
electors, sign a statement that:
•
•
•
•
•
•

the elector expects to be absent from the Village of Slocan on general voting day,
the elector, for reasons of conscience, will be unable to vote on general voting day,
the elector will be unable to attend a voting place on general voting day for reasons beyond their control,
the elector has a physical disability or is a person whose mobility is impaired,
the elector is a candidate or candidate representative, or
the elector is an election official.

Chief Election Officer
Eunice Ludlow
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Silverton council, January 8: Chamber appeals to council to restore funding
by Art Joyce
•Chamber of Commerce
representative Jeff Bustard attended
to address council about its recent
expression of dissatisfaction with the
Chamber’s performance. In a letter
submitted to council he expressed
concern with council’s decision to
only fund the Chamber on a project
by project basis. Bustard listed the
services provided to area businesses,
including between 1,500-2,000
copies of the recreational map
distributed each year, a visitor’s
guide to attractions, maintaining
the slocanlake.com website, and
running the Visitor Centre. He said
that Silverton would be the only
municipality not guaranteeing annual
funding. The Village of New Denver
recently reinstated its funding to the
Chamber by turning over 80% of
business licence revenue. The banner
project has been cancelled due to

the high cost of having BC Hydro
install the banners ($3,747 per year).
Bustard asked council to reconsider
its decision.
Councillor Wiseman asked the
mayor what percentage of Village
business licences were given to the
Chamber in the past. The mayor
said about 50%, but actual dollar
figures needed to be checked, and
recommended the matter be referred
to the upcoming budget meeting.
•The new RCMP Corporal at
the Slocan Lake detachment, Todd
Bowden, attended to introduce
himself to council. For about five
years now the detachment has
had three positions, which will be
maintained. There will be meetings
with councils and other regional
stakeholders for input as to policing
expectations. The Central Kootenay
regional detachment will also be
undergoing managerial review this

year, Bowden added. He noted
that he is aware of the “significant
drug production in the area that’s
several generations old now,” and
supports uninhibited enforcement
of grow-op laws. He noted the
recent negative media coverage
of the RCMP regarding Taser use
and offered council an invitation to
scrutinize what they do. “We have
an open door at the detachment. I’m
doing what I can locally to address
the problem.”
•Mayor Everett reported that the
OCP draft had just arrived and is in
councillor’s boxes for their review.
Also, WSA has committed to have a
water report by the end of the week
for presentation to administration.
The mayor had urged WSA to
expedite the report so the Village can
resubmit the water grant application
in time for the next deadline in
March.

•The public works Ford truck
used for snow plowing and sanding
as well as garbage pickup broke down
and has been sent in for repair. In the
meantime, the Village is renting New
Denver’s truck to pick up garbage on
Tuesday afternoons only. Councillor
Laktin asked if Nelson Ford provides
a courtesy vehicle; the mayor said
they do not. Councillor Provan
wondered if council could go further
than the dealership to push for better
service. Mayor Everett said he would
ask public works to pursue this.
Silverton residents and businesses
were notified that there will be no
Friday garbage pickup for now.
•Councillor Bell attended a
Red Mountain Internet Society
meeting, noting that it wants to bring
broadband further up the valley
and is seeking support from Area
H Director Don Munro. Bell has
offered to resign her position as EDC
chair, saying she just doesn’t have
the time. Bell believes the EDC will
need to focus more attention to the
issue of affordable housing.
•Councillor Wiseman reported
on the last Memorial Hall committee
meeting, where the idea of having
someone else manage hall bookings
was discussed. Wiseman met with
contractor Laurie Hicks, who
will be away briefly but will see
CAO Ida about a start date for the
renovations.
•Under new business, the mayor
has resigned from the board of

directors of CMON due to funding
issues that are surfacing and his
dissatisfaction with their performance
to date. Councillor Wiseman said
“absolutely nothing has been done
for this community by CMON.
I wouldn’t like to see anything
more referred to them. Even if
it’s only $184, it’s the principle of
the matter.” Councillor Bell says
CMON has brought broadband to
areas otherwise not serviced and
believes it has served the EDC well.
Mayor Everett cautioned that if Telus
ever pulls out of its Red Mountain
Internet Society agreement, getting
service could be a problem. Everett
believes CMON is focusing on
trying to salvage its infrastructure
investment and providing service
to the lower Slocan Valley. Council
passed a motion that it will no longer
provide funding to CMON.
•An item brought forward from
in camera was that the First Street
property has not been sold for
$55,000. BC Assessment has valued
the property at $79,400 for 2008.

Support the Valley Voice with
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Only $10-$30
Smokey Creek Salvage
24 HR TOWING

New & Used Auto Parts, Back Hoe Work,
Certified Welding & Repairs, Vehicle Removal
WE BUY CARS & TRUCKS

359-7815 ; 1-877-376-6539
3453 YEATMAN RD, SOUTH SLOCAN

NOTICE

Cross-country skiers from Hills, New Denver and Silverton ushered in 2008 with the annual New Year’s Day Bonanza
Creek Ski on January 1. Conditions along the rail trail have been excellent from Hills north toward Summit Lake. A
beaver dam has diverted Bonanza Creek midway across the trail, so skiing from one end to the other is not possible.

Canada Post moves rural mailboxes in Hills to new location
by Art Joyce
Hills residents may be wondering
what’s happening with their
mailboxes. Mail pickup at the rural
box location on the highway was
suspended from December 18 to 28,
with signs posted advising customers
to pick mail up in New Denver. The
mailboxes are now at the entrance to
Bonanza Road.
Property owners near the original
location had been concerned that the
highway pullout for the mailboxes
might create liability issues,
especially during heavy snowfall
months. Due to the location being
partly on private property, YRB had
said they would plow the entry on a
‘courtesy’ basis, once all other roads
had been cleared. Landowners were
concerned that safety entering and
exiting from the highway could be
compromised.
“It doesn’t make a lot of sense to
plow out mailboxes before plowing
out roadways so people can get out,”
says Bill Cowan, YRB manager.
“But the contractors in the past and
now are willing to do what we can
in helping out. It’s a community
service.”
Norm Ouellet, Canada Post
local area manager, said it didn’t
look like a satisfactory resolution
could be reached at the present site,
so he consulted with the Ministry of
Highways for an alternate location.
The current Bonanza Road site was
chosen by mutual agreement as the
best temporary solution. The land
is owned by the ministry. Ouellet
went to the site to help get the boxes

moved on December 28 and rural
delivery was reinstituted that day.
Canada Post does not normally
move mailboxes during winter due
to problems with properly surfacing
and leveling the site. Ouellet says
YRB was completely cooperative
and helpful.
“Unfortunately we were kind
of caught in the middle,” says
Ouellet. “My preference was to try

to maintain the site where it was
until spring, when we could gravel
the entryway properly. Canada
Post would like to apologize to its
customers for the inconvenience.”
Ouellet says the new site will be
re-graded in the spring to create a
more level access. He adds Canada
Post is willing to consider moving the
mailboxes again if residents feel there
is a better site, but not before spring.

Trevor Harrop’s Eyes Capade photo
exhibit comes to the Hidden Garden
submitted
The Hidden Garden Gallery
proudly presents Eyes Capade,
an evening with Trevor Harrop
on Saturday, January 19 from 7-9
pm. It promises to be mysterious,
suspenseful and hilarious.
Trevor has taken 20 or so
photographs of local folk, covered
everything but the eyes and is asking
us to match up names with eyes.
Prizes go to the best guesser as well
as the worst guesser. There are lots
of prizes and refreshments available.
How did he come up with the idea?
“I have never seen, nor heard of,
a presentation like this, and I’ve never
tried to present photographs with
audience participation like this,” says
Harrop. “During the International
Year of the Older Person in 1999 and
in 2005 I showed many pictures I had
taken of our seniors and I realized,
as a dentist, I couldn’t help looking
at peoples’ teeth and that I didn’t
pay much attention to their eyes. I
wondered how others viewed eyes

of the people they met. From these
thoughts came this exhibition.”
As someone said long ago, “the
eyes are the windows of the soul”
so let’s see if we can recognize our
neighbours, souls and all. Photos are
of local people from Red Mountain
Road to Summit Lake.
This is a fundraiser for the Hidden
Garden Gallery and entry is by
donation.

Slocan Valley Rec
holds registered charity
taxation workshop

submitted
Are you involved with a registered
charity? Confused by the paperwork
that comes with this status? Need
help? Slocan Valley Recreation is
hosting a workshop, The Charities
File, Saturday, February 9 from 1-4
pm at the Vallican Whole Community
Centre.
This free information session is
designed to help registered charities
better understand the maze of taxation
requirements. Contact 226-0008.

Dog owners in the Village of New Denver are reminded that
all dogs residing in the Village of New Denver are required to
have a current dog licence. There is a $15.00 discount for all
dog licences purchased by February 15, 2008.
Licence fees are:
Unspayed Female ………………………….........…… $50.00
Unneutered Male ………………………….…..........… $50.00
Spayed Female ………………………………….......... $25.00
Neutered Male ……………………………..........……. $25.00

VILLAGE OF
NEW DENVER

2008 COUNCIL MEETING SCHEDULE

Council Meetings are held at 7:00 p.m. in the Village of New
Denver Council Chambers at 115 Slocan Avenue, New Denver, BC, on the second and fourth Tuesdays of the month.
January 8th and 22nd		
February 12th and 26th		
March 11th and 25th		
April 8th and 22nd		
May 13th and 27th		
June 10th and 24th		

July 8th and 22nd
August 12th and 26th
September 9th and 23rd
October 14th and 28th
November 11th and 25th
December 9th and 23rd

NOTICE
VILLAGE OF
NEW DENVER
Subject to Section 166 of the Community Charter the Council
of the Village of New Denver invites public consultation in the
preparation of the Village’s 2008 Five Year Financial Plan.
Council will be holding its first budget meeting on Monday,
January 21, 2008 at 9:00 a.m. in Council Chambers. Council
welcomes public input from residents of the village with regards
to items of concern they would like to see addressed in the
budget. Please submit your comments or advise the Village
of New Denver Municipal Office should you wish to make a
presentation, by 4:00 p.m. on Thursday, January 17, 2007.
Village of New Denver Municipal Office, 115 Slocan Avenue,
PO Box 40, New Denver, BC. Phone: 250-358-2316.
				
				

Carol Gordon, CMC
Administrator
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ELECTORAL AREA H

											
1998
1999
2000
2001
2002
2003
2004
2005
2006
2007
% Change
GENERAL GOVERNMENT
68,079
67,112
67,776
69,970
63,792
73,554
63,864
64,722
78,275
73,396
-6%
GRANT-IN-AID
8,995
8,995
8,783
9,224
9,848
9,848
8,174
8,217
8,426
8,426
0%
OTHER GEN GOVT
11,090
15,780
15,163
14,486
16,329
27,863
27,338
34,517
39,736
33,469
-16%
FEASIBILITY STUDY							
1,952
1,833
1,920
2,037
6%
BUILDING INSPECTION
25,561
27,798
21,603
32,904
45,011
36,010
24,158
22,537
21,365
15,136
-29%
PLANNING & LAND USE
53,739
58,717
55,007
49,471
50,587
50,647
44,463
47,215
35,349
35,708
1%
DEVELOPMENT SERVICES
6,698
16,208
14,801
20,838
22,303
22,118
19,953
25,403
17,088
18,394
8%
ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT			
10,485
5,648
10,534
10,594
8,716
8,905
6,068
6,258
3%
SELKIRK - ECON. CHAIR									
3,117
3,336
7%
UNTIDY PREMISES											
ANIMAL CONTROL											
9-1-1 ECOMM					
35,274
31,958
14,135
14,009
11,467
14,100
23%
HOUSE NUMBERING									
272
540			
REFUSE
45,947
24,835
34,279
39,423
40,970
27,901
41,891
59,170
59,500
50,331
-15%
SEPTAGE DISPOSAL						
-39,229 -9,922
-10,193 -21,429 -19,400 -9%
CEMETERY											
ADVISORY PLANNING											
EMERGENCY PLANNING			
5,000
5,000
5,000
12,125
10,034
12,741
21,112
22,988
9%
REGIONAL PARKS
1,209
1,209
1,210
8,069
8,102
8,262
6,906
7,249
8,620
9,243
7%
KOOTENAY WEST TRANSIT									
4,615
5,554
20%
												
TOTAL REGIONAL REQUISITION
221,318 220,654 234,107 255,305 308,290 271,651 261,662 296,325 295,229 278,976 -6%
RESIDENTIAL RATE
PER $1,000 OF ASSESSMENT
0.64
0.63
0.67
0.721
0.86
0.75
0.85
0.90
0.81
0.58
-28%
											
New Denver fire contract		
30,877
30,877
32,000
33,572
34,014
34,014
34,014
33,917
33,185
-2%
Slocan Valley Fire *		
210,000 210,000 210,000 210,000 253,370 253,496 254,700 274,841 301,452 10%
South Slocan Streetlights		
2,500
2,000
2,750
2,000
3,625
3,730
3,450
3,450
3,450
0%
Mt Sentinel Streetlights									
0
0
New Denver cemetery		
2,328
2,333
2,330
2,403
2,384
2,409
2,406
2,421
2,474
2%
South Slocan hall									
0
0
North H TV society		
13,786
8,978
8,187
8,353
8,310
12,810
13,410
13,129
13,347
2%
Slocan Valley TV society		
43,000
46,000
30,295
30,299
30,400
30,325
30,325
30,286
30,324
0%
Rec commission # 6		
6,565
6,644
7,624
7,885
7,739
7,806
7,829
7,799
7,787
-0%
Rec commission # 8		
51,610
47,392
47,442
47,664
52,562
52,379
56,322
56,840
59,355
4%
Paratransit-Nelson		
2,250
3,947
5,472
5,175
5,064
4,546
1,623
2,900
4,241
46%
Paratransit-Nakusp		
1,160
1,283
1,435
1,761
1,421
2,963
2,141
3,217
2,943
-9%
Slocan Valley transit *		
0
22,169
52,258
33,930
41,602
57,504
51,280
67,126
65,659
-2%
South Slocan Water		
7,695
7,695
7,695
7,695
7,695
7,695
7,830
7,695
7,695
0%
*includes dam											
											
REVISED TOTAL
221,319 592,426 623,426 662,794 699,028 719,838 731,340 761,656 798,851 810,889

Explanation from Area H Director Don Munro

We all received our BC Assessment
notices the first week in January
and for the second consecutive year
assessments were up dramatically.
Our rural areas of the valley increased
from an assessment of $603 million
last year to $925 million this year.
These assessment roll changes reflect
market value shifts but also include
subdivisions and new construction.
This increase represents a jump of 35%
compared to a province-wide average
increase of 16%.
Changes in property assessments
are reflective of movement in the local
real estate market and can vary greatly
from property to property. However,
waterfront properties in particular saw
substantial appreciation.
What does this mean for property
taxes assessed by the regional district?
In 2007 the BC Assessments increased
significantly, however the property
taxes assessed by the regional district
amounted to an overall tax increase
of 1.45%.
The regional directors and staff are
currently starting the budgeting process
for both the district-wide functions and
the regional services. The process is
not tied to the provincial assessment.
A determination is made regarding the
total money required to provide the
desired service and what portion of
that amount must be funded through
taxation.
The total taxation portion of a
budget can vary from one service
to another. User fees can have an
impact on the taxation required. For
example, the refuse function (waste
management) in 2007 required taxation
of $286,065 while user fees were
$955,000. A Comparative Taxation
Chart is provided here with a summary

of the past 9 years showing residents
the taxation trends during this period.
The functions on the Comparative
Taxation Chart, from general
government down to Kootenay
West Transit, represent service areas
provided throughout the regional
district and supported through the
primary departments of the RDCK. All
property owners in Area H contribute
to these services. This taxation appears
on your Rural Property Tax Notice as
a line item titled ‘Area H Cen. Koot.
Reg’. During the past 8 years this tax
requisition has increased by $44,869,
or an increase of 2% per year during
this period. A large percentage of the
increased assessment can be accounted
for in new services that have been
introduced, including:
1) An engineering and
environmental department. This
department deals with district water and
sewer systems, waste management and
environmental issues.
2) A public transit service
(Kootenay West Transit) connecting
Nelson, Castlegar and Trail.
3) An emergency planning
program. This is a shared service
between Slocan, Silverton and Area
H and is coordinated by a halftime
RDCK staff member and a group of
dedicated volunteers. The effectiveness
of this committee was evident during
our recent threats of flooding and
forest fires.
4) 911 service was introduced in
2002 and currently covers the entire
regional district except Nelson and
Castlegar who run their own 911
services. The cost of this service has
decreased considerably since 2002,
once our fire halls were equipped
with the necessary communication

equipment.
5) An Economic Development
Commission was set up in 2000. This
is a shared service between the three
municipalities and Area H. It consists
of the four elected directors and a
number of volunteer members from
the community. The commission has
focused on promoting the region and
local businesses. The commission’s
work plans included marketing tourism,
broadband internet in both the North
and South valley, developing and
maintaining a website, and generally
supporting community initiatives.
In 2006 the position of Regional
Innovation Chair was established at
Selkirk College to work on economic
issues in the entire region. A decision
was made to support this initiative by
reducing the allocation to the Economic
Development Commission.
6) Planning and Land Use. It
is difficult to outline in any detail
each function in a budget in a single
newspaper article. However, since Area
H is undergoing a planning process in
both the North and South, a comment
on taxation for the Planning and Land
Use function is appropriate. Land use
planning is a rural function to which
all 11 rural areas contribute. Seven
rural areas currently have planning
and three of the remaining four areas
are currently involved in the process
of determining if the community
supports the development of an Official
Community Plan (OCP). The only
additional cost to introduce planning
to an area would occur in the Advisory
Planning function and would cover
hall rentals for community meetings.
This budget item averages between
$1,000 and $2,000 per year for areas
that currently have planning.

The services on the Comparative
Taxation Chart from the New Denver
fire contract to South Slocan water
are services provided to residents in
a designated area and therefore only
those residents are taxed for that
particular service. A brief explanation
of some of these services and the
taxation trends are as follows:
New Denver fire contract
Area H has a contract with the
Village of New Denver to provide fire
protection to the surrounding rural
areas. The protection area was expanded
in 2006 to include the residents of Red
Mountain Road. The taxation required
for this service has remained constant
over the past 8 years.
Slocan Valley fire services
(A shared service of Area H and
Slocan) The RDCK has 17 rural fire halls
in the district with four of these halls
being located in Slocan Valley South.
The operational budgets for these halls
are slightly below the district average
and significantly lower than some halls.
Taxation increased considerably in 2003
when the electorate voted to support
a new hall located in Slocan. This
service would not be possible without
the dedicated 75 plus volunteers who
train on a weekly basis to ensure a safe
community for all of us.
North Valley TV Society
(A shared service of New Denver,
Silverton, Area H) This service is
funded through taxation and carried out
by a society comprised of community
volunteers. The Taxation for this service
is basically the same as it was in 1999.
Slocan Valley TV Society
(A shared service of Slocan and
Area H) Taxation for the South valley
TV society has decreased significantly
from the previous directors’ allocation

in 1999. This taxation will drop again
in 2008 as a result of the use of the TV
towers by private broadband providers.
Because of advances in technology,
dependability of service and coverage
area, this service continues to be a
concern to many property owners.
Recreation Commission #6
(A shared service of New Denver,
Silverton, Area H) This service in the
North valley is provided by dedicated
volunteers from the two municipalities
and Area H. This recreation budget has
remained constant during the past 8
years. In 2007 12% of the budget was
derived from user fees.
Recreation Commission #8
(A shared service of Slocan, Area
H) This commission is also comprised
of community volunteers. However, the
service also has a regional district staff
Recreation Coordinator. The recreation
office is located in the Slocan Park
Community Hall and is staffed on a
full-time basis. In 2007 41% of the total
budget was funded through user fees.
Slocan Valley Transit
(A shared service of Slocan, Areas
H, E, F) Most of the public transit
service takes place in the valley and
therefore Area H contributes 60% of
the required taxation. The total budget
for the service is comprised of 31.8%
taxation, 23.3% user fees, and 44.7%
BC Transit funding. This service is
considered by BC Transit to be one
of the top rural transit systems in the
province and plans are underway to
expand the service.
If you require additional information
or clarification of any figures contained
in the Comparative Taxation Chart
please contact Area H Director Don
Munro at 226-7090 or the RDCK
Finance Department at 352-6665.
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Delterra Engineering reports on Nakusp arena upgrades
by Jan McMurray
Nakusp council members were
pleasantly surprised to hear that the
arena may not be in as poor shape as
they thought.
Trevor Shephard of Delterra
Engineering attended the December
8 council meeting to present the
findings of his preliminary audit of
the facility. Council had asked him

to do the audit in preparation for a
public meeting on the state of the
arena to be held in February.
Shephard estimates the cost of
upgrading the facility to be $1.2
million or $1.8 million, depending
on whether lower or higher cost
options are chosen. The good news
is that not all of the work has to be
done right away.

by Leah Main
•Council voted to hold a public
poll, for New Denver residents only,
on the cell phone issue. Staff was
instructed to prepare a draft question
for consideration at the next meeting.
Industry Canada and Telus will both
be advised of this undertaking. The
poll is not binding on Telus, but will
provide council, and Telus, with a
fair indication of the wishes of its
residents.
•Council agreed to host a oneday Values Workshop in February
through Heritage Society BC. The
workshop will cover topics such
as how to get your community
heritage program organized; historic
colour selection; creating a heritage
register; and developing a local
Statement of Significance. The cost
of the professional fee and travel
expenses for a workshop leader will
be offset by a Heritage BC grant;
other workshop costs will be the
responsibility of the Village.
•Administrator Carol Gordon
recommended that council ask the
RDCK to consider undertaking the
woodstove exchange program New
Denver has been investigating,
because staffing and supplier
resources are too large for an
individual municipality of New
Denver’s size. A similar program has
been running in Central Okanagan
Regional District as part of its clean
air initiative.
She also reported that Public
Works staff is working with the
Village’s engineers regarding the
reservoir replacement study.
•Council will meet with From
the Ground Up representatives
Andrea Wright and Gretchen Perk
to explore whether there are any
public lands within the Village that
might be suitable and available for a
community food garden.
•Councillor Greensword
attended the December 18 Columbia
Mountain Open Network (CMON)
special general meeting on behalf
of the Village. CMON has recently

experienced a cash flow problem, and
on the recommendation of the new
board of directors is asking member
organizations to provide funds on
a per capita basis to help CMON
“meet its obligations and to continue
our operations for the next 3 months
while it restructures operations.”
CMON expects to be in a position to
repay some or all of this amount at
the end of March 2008. New Denver
council voted to ask Slocan Valley
Economic Development Commission
to provide funds for a one-time
final contribution on behalf of New
Denver, Silverton, Slocan and Area H,
all which are CMON members. This
request will be forwarded to SVEDC
for consideration at its January 25
meeting.
•No objections have been
received to the request of Bill and
Jill Roberts to purchase a portion of
10th Avenue, contiguous with their
residential property. The Roberts will
have 90 days to advise if they wish
council to proceed with the process,
which will include establishing a
30’ easement in perpetuity for the
Village to access the water main, an
agreement on acceptable landscaping,
and determination of a sale price
based on the square footage of the
portion purchased.
•A request was received from Jim
Pownall for the Village to consider a
different means of setting the lease
rate on the property he leases for
his log home business. The rate is
determined by a formula based on
the square footage times a percentage
of the assessed value of the land.
As assessed values have risen so
dramatically recently, Pownall is
concerned that the cost of the lease,
which is currently up for renewal, will
double, having a severe impact on his
business costs. Council instructed
staff to proceed with preparing
the lease based on the previous
year’s assessment, as is the normal
procedure.
•The first budget meeting was
scheduled for January 21.

submitted
This season the Slocan Valley
Heritage Trail Society wants
everyone to get ‘on track.’ The
SVHTS oversees management of the
50-kilometre long Slocan Valley Rail
Trail for TourismBC, and is inviting
the public to join them for the fourth
annual Day on the Trail. This popular
event is taking place on Sunday,
January 27 from noon to 2 pm.
The meeting place on the trail
this year will be near Trozzo Creek,
two kilometres north of Winlaw. The
best way to get to the location (where
free hot chocolate and hot dogs will
be waiting) is to park at either the
Winlaw Trailhead by Winlaw Bridge
and start skiing north or park at
Nixon Road and start skiing south
about 1.2 kilometres. Signs will be
out so people won’t get lost.
The Trail Society recently
purchased a snowmobile and the
amazing Ginzu groomer. Groups
of volunteers are currently getting

instruction from trail grooming
supervisor Clarke Smith on how to
operate the equipment. The Ginzu
packs the trail and sets a track on
one side for cross-country skiing.
This winter the society has set an
ambitious goal of maintaining a
groomed trail from Crescent Valley
to the Village of Slocan.
The trail is a year-round
recreation corridor for everyone to
enjoy. To find out more about what’s
happening on the Slocan Valley Rail
Trail, phone 355-2397.

New Denver council, January 8:
Residents to be polled on cell phones

The three main problem areas
he was asked to look at were the
ice plant, the concrete ice slab and
the roof.
According to his report, the ice
plant is at the end of its life and needs
to be replaced in the next year or two.
A new plant will cost about $400,000.
For an additional $167,000, the plant
could be purchased with an energy
recovery system, which would save
on energy costs. The system would
allow heat from the ice surface to be
used to heat water for showers or to
heat the building.
The ice slab is also at the end of
its life, but Shephard said it appeared
that replacing the ice plant is a higher
priority than replacing the slab. He
said the slab could last a few more
years and would cost about $430,000
to replace. He reported that there had
not been any leakage of the brine
water yet this season. The brine runs
through pipes in the slab to keep
the ice frozen. Last year, the arena/
parks manager reported some brine
leakage.
Shephard found that the roof
over the auditorium portion of the
building is in good condition, but the

roof over the arena is starting to show
some rust. He said the arena roof
would have to be either repainted or
replaced this summer. Repainting
would cost about $35,000 and
would likely last five to ten years.
Replacing the roof would cost about
$300,000.
Shephard also pointed out that
the power bill was $6,000-$8,000
per month and had many suggestions
on how to operate the facility with
more energy efficiency. He said that
insulating the heating and hot water
pipes, as well as the cold brine pipes
would go a long way to saving on the
electrical bill.
He also included costs for repairs
to the siding, repairs to damaged
drywall, upgrades to gutters and
drainage from the building, upgrades
to operator computer and electrical
controls, and landscaping.
Shephard has identified two
possible grants to fund the project
and has begun the application process
for both.
At the end of his presentation, he
stated that the arena had a shortfall

9

of $50,711 in 2007. He said reducing
power costs and increasing revenues
with higher usage of the facility were
ways that such shortfalls could be
offset in the future. He also said the
community could consider shutting
down the ice for a year or two and
playing other sports in the arena,
such as roller hockey, soccer, floor
hockey and lacrosse.

WANTED
TO BUY:

CEDAR AND
PINE POLES
John Shantz
• 250-308-7941 (cell)

Please contact: Gorman
Brothers Lumber Ltd.

250-547-9296

Cross-country skiers invited to join
fourth annual Day on the Trail

Want to
contribute to the
Valley Voice?
Why not consider a
voluntary
subscription?
$10-$30 per year

Also check out our website at www.silvertonbuilding.ca
for Red Hot Monthly Specials, A How-To Section, Lots
of Manufacturers website links, and local links
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Story of Child Care report reflects a system in distress
submitted
Are you struggling to find child
care? Do you have great child care?
The West Kootenay Children First
office wants to hear from you.
One year ago, the organization
released its report, The Story of
Child Care in the West Kootenay.
The report, based on stories from
parents and caregivers, showed

that 93% of parents in the West
Kootenay have had trouble finding
child care.
One parent wrote, “I did have
child care and then it closed down.
Since then I haven’t been able to
find a space. Lack of child care has
reduced my income significantly.
I could be earning approximately
$2,000 per month; instead I am

Have you tried the

Red Hammer Barbershop?

$4

Here’s a New Year’s Gift!
Wednesday
your haircut
with this coupon - Saturday
until Jan. 31/08 10 - 5:30

.00

stuck on welfare.”
Those lucky enough to find care
told us how it impacted their family.
“It means being able to work to
pay the mortgage and bills, food,
clothes, etc.” Another says, “I started
a business this year and it couldn’t
have happened without child care.”

And another: “It provides us with a
safe and nurturing environment for
our children while we bring in much
needed income.”
Over the next few weeks,
Children First is seeking stories from
parents; the good or the bad. Last
year’s report will be updated with

these new stories and distributed to
local, provincial and federal leaders
and decision makers.
To tell your story download a copy
of our survey at www.successby6wk.
com, call us at 352-6786 or
1-866-551-(KIDS)5437, or email
childrenfirst@thekoop.ca

submitted
The Province has released a
summary of the input received from
thousands of British Columbians
during the year-long Conversation on
Health. These comments, ideas and
suggestions will assist government
in making decisions about the next

steps towards the renewal and
sustainability of the public health
system.
“Our government will now
examine these ideas and bring
forward actions beginning next
spring to improve our public healthcare system now and to ensure

that it is there for our children and
grandchildren,” said Health Minister
George Abbott.
Participants provided wideranging and often differing views
on how to renew the health system.
However, some general themes
emerged. Many participants said they
want to see a strong and sustainable
public health-care system today
and in the future, where people can
access medical services regardless
of income, location and other factors.
Other common needs expressed
were more supports for personal
health management through health
promotion and disease prevention;
more choices for patients, including
more primary care, and the creation
of specialized geriatric services and
health supports outside of hospitals
and institutional settings. They also
want to see more integration and
co-ordination of care between health
professionals, and a system that makes
the best use of our health professionals,
promoting the maximum use of their
skills and exercising a wider scope
of practice.
The Conversation on Health
had more than 6,400 registrations
to participate in regional forums,
12,000 submissions, 78 forums and
millions of hits on the Conversation
on Health website. To view the
complete document, please go to
www.conversationonhealth.ca.

Conversation on Health summary reflects year-long public input

off

206 Broadway St., Nakusp, BC • 265-4700

NOTICE
VILLAGE OF SLOCAN
Pursuant to Section 127 and in accordance with Section 94 of the
Community Charter the Village of Slocan is required to post notice
at least once a year of dates, times and place of regularly scheduled
Council Meetings
2008 MEETING SCHEDULE

Council Meetings—held at 7:00 pm in the Village of Slocan Office at
503 Slocan St. Slocan, BC
January 9, 2008
July 9, 2008
February 13, 2008
September 10, 2008
March 12, 2008
October 8, 2008
April 9, 2008
November 12, 2008
May 14, 2008
December 10, 2008
June 11, 2008

This young woman from Burton is heartbroken. After more than three years in
Australia, where her relationship with her husband went sour, Sheena Rutko
returned to her hometown with her 4-year-old boy and 2-year-old girl, hoping
to settle in the area. The children have been involved in many activities and
have been enjoying their extended family in the Nakusp area. However, a
nasty court battle with her husband has resulted in an order for the children
to return to Australia by January 20. In true West Kootenay style, fundraisers
have been held to help with Sheena’s legal and travel expenses, and bank
accounts have been set up for her at the KSCU and CIBC in Nakusp.

Kootenay Career Development Society noticed
that some local employers were facing challenges in recruiting,
retaining and training employees. We wanted to get the local
employers perspective on what they needed to face skills
shortages and the looming labour shortage. The purpose of the
project was to put the needs of local employers front and centre

How We Listened

Employers Said

• Steering Committee made up of
14 employers
• 110 employers & 227 job seekers
completed surveys
• Focus Groups containing 38
employers were held
• Individual Interviews conducted
with 25 employers/community
stakeholders
• Local Labour Market Analysis
• Research – local and BC
indicators

• 32.2% have experienced a high
turnover of employees in the
last 5 years
• 73.8% indicate they experience
challenges filling positions
• 47.5% recruit workers from
local region
• 41% want skills training for
employees delivered locally
• 34% want human resource
training for employers
• 65% indicate any or all of the
following are impacting their
ability to recruit and retain
workers: lack of affordable
housing, transportation and
affordable child care

Learn more about local
employer response and
human resource strategies
for our area. Watch for the
user friendly report coming
out on January 15th, 2008.

The Valley Voice January 17, 2008

to develop human resource recommendations and strategies
that reflect the labour market reality of our rural communities.
Over the last year, KCDS listened to and recorded the “voices” of
local employers, community stakeholders and job seekers in the
communities of Nelson, Salmo, Kaslo, the North Shore, the East
Shore and up the Slocan Valley to Slocan City.

The Changing Face
of Human Resource
Planning
With the number of retiring baby
boomers, the declining birthrate,
the need for skilled workers and the
coming labour shortage, employers
will need to change their mindset
“from focusing on the traditional
‘recruitment and retention’ models
to include issues of training, retraining, and productivity. We will
certainly see traditional HR models
change, with issues of retention
also being more important than
they have been in the past as
competition for workers increases
in the coming decades.”
Andrew Ramlo, Demographer,
Planning Consultant, 2006

Employers and community stakeholders can
access the report:
• Online at www.kcds.ca
• Through hand-delivered “hard copies” to your business/organization
• Pick up at local Chambers of Commerce
• Pick-up at Kootenay Career Development Society
Suite 203, 514 Vernon Street, Nelson
352-6200 or 1 877-952-6200

In partnership with. . .

Facts
• By 2011 - 41% of the workforce

will be between 45-65 years of age
• Since January 2007, B.C. has
gained 80,000 jobs -- 95 per
cent are full time compared to
65 per cent full-time job growth
across Canada
• Currently the main drivers of
B.C. job growth have been
trade, construction, information,
culture and recreation, and
transportation and warehousing
• Analysts are predicting a
moderate growth rate for the
Central Kootenays
• BC’s unemployment rate
dropped to 4.2 per cent from
4.4 per cent in October
• The November unemployment
rate for the West Kootenays was 5.8%

economic
development
partnership
The Government of Canada has
contributed funding to this initiative
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Jesse McDonald competes in her first World Cup event
submitted
Jesse McDonald, 17-year-old
athlete and grade 12 student from
Nakusp, joined seasoned Canadian
National Snowboard Cross team
members Dominique Maltais and
Maelle Ricker this weekend at
the first World Cup of the season
in Bad Gastein, Austria. This was
McDonald’s first time to compete in
a World Cup event.
Chris Nakonechny, BC team
coach, flew to Austria with Jesse on
January 7 to get a jump on training,
acclimatizing and getting to know
the race course.
McDonald trained for three

weeks in Chile this summer and
placed sixth at the South America
Cup, so she is no stranger to
international travel or competition.
This time, however, she was the only
Canadian junior woman attending,
and she felt both excited and awed
to compete at this level. Her coach
emphasized that she had worked
very hard for the opportunity, and it
was great for her to get such valuable
experience so early in the season.
The support of her family and her
community have enabled McDonald
to pursue her dreams thus far, and now
Roca Mines has stepped forward with
full sponsorship support, enabling

her to accept offers such as this one
to compete internationally.
While away, McDonald also had
to prepare for biology, chemistry and
English exams happening the day
after her return home, a juggling
act becoming quite familiar to this
young athlete.
From Europe, racers will travel
to Mont Tremblant, Quebec, for the
first Nor-Am race of the season on
January 21, where they will meet
other BC Team members, including
Nakusp native, Carly Thorp.
McDonald is a member of the
BC and National Development
Snowboard Cross teams.

submitted
You have to hand it to the kids
at Mt. Sentinel – they know how to
get things done. The latest initiative
from the school is the Mt. Sentinel
Russian Cultural Tour Group, which
is fundraising for an educational trip
to Russia this year. Appropriately,
the students are hosting a borscht
feed at the Crescent Valley Hall
Sunday, February 3 at noon. The $10

cost of the meal will include borscht,
bread, coffee or tea, and dessert.
The six students in the group, all
of Russian background, will spend
nine days in March touring the cities
of Moscow and St. Petersburg as well
as an extra two days in Stockholm,
Sweden. The group is asking for the
public’s support during the next nine
months as it raises money to cover
travel expenses.

Already the students have held a bottle
drive, and wish to thank grandparents
John and Nancy Sherstobitoff and
sponsors Wal-Mart, Granite Pointe Golf
Course, Taghum Shell, the employees
at Fortis, and the Slocan Valley Coop. Special thanks go out to “the kind
people that gave cash donations, and
the thoughtful individuals who attached
notes to the bags of bottles wishing us a
safe and eventful trip.”

Mt. Sentinel students to hold fundraiser for Russia trip

The members of the Mt. Sentinel Russian Cultural Tour Group are fundraising for an exciting journey to Russia. Back row (L to R): Tony Shlakoff,
Javan Johnson, Eric Bojey, Aaron Barabanoff. Front row (L to R): Haylee Negreiff, Lindsay Kooznetsoff, and Grade 10 Russian teacher Mike Malakoff.

NDP trade critic to discuss Security and Prosperity Partnership
submitted
Wondering what the Security
and Prosperity Partnership of North
America (SPP) is all about? Find out
when NDP Trade Critic Peter Julian,
MP (Burnaby-New Westminster)
visits Nelson on Friday, January 18

to explain this secretive agreement
between the US, Canada and Mexico.
Julian will be speaking at 7 pm in the
Prestige Lakeside Inn, as part of the
NDP’s national tour of public forums
titled The SPP: From Behind Closed
Doors Into the Public Eye. This

by Art Joyce
Mother Nature isn’t quite ready
to open her doors to the public in the
Incomappleux Valley yet. The main
access bridge in the Incomappleux
River canyon was damaged by a
rockslide in September 2005, rendering
it mostly impassable. The bridge was
open to light traffic from spring 2006
to November 2006, when a second
rock fall occurred. At that point it
was closed to traffic by the Ministry
of Forests.
Ministry of Forests spokesperson

Rob Babiarz reports that as of
December 2007 rock bolting of the
upper slope had been completed. All of
the large rocks have now been removed
from the bridge, however the structural
integrity of the bridge has been greatly
compromised from the rock fall. The
ministry has barricaded the bridge
closed and will wait until spring to get
a more detailed assessment of what
repairs will be needed.
The bridge remains closed to all
traffic for safety reasons until further
notice.

submitted
All community members are
invited to come out and watch
basketball games in the Lucerne
School gym.
Student participation in
Lucerne’s basketball program is
very impressive, with over half of the
high school students involved. Gary
Parkstrom coaches the senior boys;
Alan Dechezet and Steve Hammond
coach the junior boys; and Scott

Kipkie and Katrina Sumrall coach
the junior girls.
Support the students by attending
local home games. On Thursday,
January 17 at 3:15 pm, the junior girls
and junior boys will play. On Monday,
January 21 at 4 pm, the junior boys
play Kaslo. On Saturday, January 26,
there will be a senior boys play day,
with lots of games to watch.
Stay tuned – the next Valley Voice
will have the February schedule.

Bridge in Incomappleux
Valley still not open to traffic

Come watch basketball games at Lucerne

free talk is hosted by BC Southern
Interior MP Alex Atamanenko.
The SPP has been called “an act
of stealth for deep integration” and
“NAFTA on steroids” by watchdog
groups concerned with the SPP.
Julian’s purpose is to lift the veil of
secrecy he sees around decisions
and actions being made by Canada,
the US and Mexico related to this
far-reaching agreement.
The NDP foresees the SPP
affecting Canadian policies on
human rights, water, energy, food
safety, health, environment, and
national security. The NDP is
spearheading the call for a transparent
and accountable public consultation
process, parliamentary debate and
vote on the SPP agenda in the House
of Commons.
Guest panelists from community
sectors such as labour, municipal
government, food security, health
and social policy, peace and security,
and more who are also concerned
with the SPP will also be speaking.

Honey Bear
Bakery
Winter Hours:

Tues-Fri 9:00-4:00
Closed Sat, Sun, Mon
311 7th Ave NW • Nakusp • 265-4633
Rear Alley Entrance

20% off
all furniture
until
January 31

203 5th Ave. Nakusp, BC • 265-3586

Global Gift
Discoveries

3 1 8 B ro a d w a y S t .

Inspiring
Arts

Nakusp, BC

265-3288
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Kaslo fields six minor hockey teams
Kaslo 353-2217 • Nakusp 265-3605
New Denver 358-2217

Kaslo Iniation: Front row, L to R: Rowan Wiltse, Rhiannon McGlynn, Layla, Julian Enns, Charlene Lay. Back row: coach Rick Wiltse.

Yack &
Whack

salutes Minor
Hockey in Kaslo

Hi Gillis!
420 Front St. • Kaslo
353-2236
Kaslo Novice: Back Row, L to R: Casey Jones (assistant coach), Conor McIntyre, Mikenna Hansen, Eric Early (coach), Avery Enns, Hanna Enns, Ben Davie (assistant coach).
Front Row, L to R: Emily Early, Brendan McIntyre, Kia Simmonds, Harley Command, Eilah Havers, Ember Hartland. Missing: Rowan Wiltse, Charleen Lay.

Minor Hockey
helps kids
reach their
goals in life!

6510 Highway 31
Kaslo • 353-2533
Kaslo Atoms: Back row, L to R: Bub Patience, Ethan Early, RoseMarie Porter, April Settle, Kaitlln Hall , Hugh Harper,
Jesse Lay, Daniella Hanson, Catalina Hartland, Aeron James. Front row, L to R: Meishka Weeks, Hanna Command,
Cole Bendis, Liam Patience, Chance Harper, Kevin Alexander, Ishmani Baker, Ayden Boulton, Hayley James.

Go! N. K.
Falcons, Go!
Kaslo Pee Wee: Back row, L-R: Colin Jacobs (assistant coach),Jeff Davie (coach), Rob Tate (assistant coach). Middle row,
L to R: Savanah Cockrell, Scott Mitchell, Ross Jacobs, Gillis Leathwood, Jordan Davie, Ryan Tate, Sam Weber. Front row,
L-R: Tasha Hewat, Breanna Tate, Shawn Ellard, Ellie Hewat, Ava Collier. Missing: Kathryn Haegedorn, Heidi Haegedorn.

416-Front St. • Kaslo • 353-2250

Kaslo Midgets: Back row, L to R: Matt Brenton (assistant coach), Ben Lang (coach), Jared Berry, Cody Bens, Morgan
Mattes, Spencer Davie, Nicholas Gagnon-Blackburn, Brad Reimer, Jayson Foley, Chad Jones, David Thompson
(assistant coach). Front row, L to R: Cam Settle, Tim Tyers, Nick Jones (assistant captain), Shane McKinnon (captain),
Ben Davie (assistant captain), Tyler Aasen, Dustin Tyers. Missing: Calvin Walker (assistant coach).

Eric’s
Meat
Market

Salutes our National Winter
Sport during Minor Hockey
Week, 2008!
425 Front • Kaslo • 353-2436

Kaslo Bantam: Back row, L to R: Marcel van de Graaf (coach), Connor Robertson, Jesse Berry, Liam Mitchell, Jacob Rempel, Leah Aasen, Matthew
Guttensohn, Mike Guttensohn (assistant coach). Front row, L to R: Lindsay McKinnon, Peter Reimer, Shawn Sicotte, Alan Grant, Andrew Pelletier.
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More of Nakusp’s seven teams on the back page

Saddle Mountain
Dental Clinic
86 Broadway • Nakusp
265-9993

Junior Novice – Ice Devils: Back row (L to R): coaches Rodney Volansky, Kevin Petterson, Jody Bateman. Middle row (L to
R): Reid Bateman, Adam Volansky, Alexis Craig, Garrett Waterfield, Reese McCrory. Front row (L to R): Wyatt Petterson, Noah
Fizzard, Timothy Barisoff, Devon Coates, Kimberly Roberts, Maddy McCrory, Killian McCrory. Missing: Anthony Maxinuk.

Senior Novice – Bulldogs: Back row (L to R): coaches Angela Carson, Greg Bobicki, Lawrence Crow, Dave Jackson. Middle row (L to R):
Caleb Bobicki, Courtney Hall, Daniel Ponto, Angus Jackson, Ben Gardner, Hailey Herridge, Ajay Crowe. Front row (L to R): Alex Roberts,
Brody Herridge, Jackson Herridge, Baleigh Wright, Brayden Reardon, Kobe Nishida, Viktors Vilks, Kennedy Pazurik, Liam Bobicki.

Atoms House – Giants: Back row (L to R): coaches Laurie Hicks, Wayne Hascarl. Middle row (L to R): Arturs Vilks,
Logan Hascarl, Pacific Thompson, Kira Streliev, Jordan Deakoff, Ryan MacDonald. Front row (L to R): Dugan McInnes,
Dane Bateman, Logan Mengler, Ashlee Herridge, Everett Hicks, Ryan MacDonald, Greg Markholm.

Pee Wee House – TNT: Back row (L to R): coaches Kevin Black, Richard Friedenberger, players Paige Dupuis, Jessica Carter, Immanuel
Ens-Palmer, Kylie Gardner, Connor Reimer, Morgan Black, Tony Kohler, coaches Malcolm McInner, Rusty Reimer. Front row (L to R): Zachary
Friedenberger, Brett Mengler, Tyson Cann, Josh Rivers, Max McCoy, Nathyn McInnes, Nathan Hawe. Missing: Quentin Volansky, AJ Hughes.

265-4406

Go! N. K.
Falcons, Go!

Midget Rep – North Kootenay Falcons: Back row (L to R): Nick Reitmeier, Curtis Rogers, Tyson Klein, Cody Abbey. Middle row (L
to R): coaches Brandon Buliziuk, Tristin Sinclair, players Brad Dupuis, Nathan Wiebe, Jesse Cann, Satoshi Yano, coaches Rick Yano,
Daryl James. Front row (L to R): Taylor Reitmeier, Kalum Stevens, Bryar McQuair, Joel James, Shane Abbey. Missing: Havill Leitch.

TOWING

416-Front St. • Kaslo • 353-2250

Congratulations to all
the players on a
great season, and
enjoy Hockey Week!
Arrow Lakes Welding &
Scot Norsemen Enterprises
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Nakusp council, January 8: Good news in the hunt for doctors
by Jan McMurray
•The Minister of Health has
announced that Nakusp is eligible
for two physicians under the new
Family Physicans for BC (FP4BC)
program, an agreement between
the Ministry of Health and the BC
Medical Association. Under the
program, recently qualified physicians
can apply for up to $100,000 to set up
their practices in communities with a
demonstrated need.
Mayor Hamling’s written report
informed that Dr. Connelly will be
moving to Nakusp under this program,
and that efforts were being made to
find another physician.
•Councillor Switzer reported
that the management plan of the
Nakusp Community Forest had been
approved, and that final approval was

expected to follow. He said a request
for proposals for the operations of the
community forest would be out in the
next month or so.
•Council received word from Ray
Kenny of the archaeology branch of
the Ministry of Tourism, Sport and
the Arts that permission will indeed
be needed from the Village for an
archaeological impact assessment
that is scheduled to take place at the
pithouse sites in the campground this
spring.
Sharon Montgomery of the
Nakusp Museum Society told council
that permission from the Village
was not required when she attended
council’s December 11 meeting to
notify them of the assessment.
Councillor Switzer said this put
the whole project into question. He

VILLAGE
OF NAKUSP
CAMPGROUND
The Village of Nakusp requires the services of a Contractor
for the operation of the Village Campground.
Interested parties can inspect the lease of the Campground
during normal office hours – 8:30 am to 4:30 pm at the Village
Office, 91 1st Street.
Closing date for applications is 4:30 pm, Friday, February 1,
2008.
The Village of Nakusp reserves the right to refuse any or all
applications received.

POSITION AVAILABLE:
ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT
1 position commences Feb 4/08
2 positions commence March 3/08
DUTIES/REQUIREMENTS:
• general office duties
• strong word processing ability
• solid customer service skills
• willingness to work varying schedules
• marketing
WAGE: $ 423 / week
Employer: Nakusp Music Festival, Nakusp, BC
TO APPLY: Provide resume to:
Attn: Nadine Guthrie, Nakusp Music Fest
	Box 559, Nakusp, B.C. V0G 1R0
Or by Fax: 265-2142
Or drop off resume at the
Nakusp Music Fest Office (619 Broadway)
Qualifications:
Only candidates with EI attachment will be considered.
(Must have received regular EI benefits in the
past 3 years or parental/maternity benefits in the
past 5 years).
Closing date: Jan. 25, 2008

pointed out that the Village would be
liable for the work, and said council
should do its due diligence and ask for
a detailed proposal of the work that
would be done.
Trevor Shephard of Delterra
Engineering also pointed out that the
piping from the sewage treatment
plant for reclaimed water would be
running through that area, so some
co-ordination would be necessary.
Council decided to write the
society a letter, stating that permission
from the Village is necessary and
asking for a full proposal. The letter
will be copied to CBT, which is
providing funding for the project.
•The bylaw to close off the road
near Stevie’s Hill was given third
reading, with two amendments. The
map was updated so that there would
be no interference with a driveway,

and the reference to selling the land to
adjacent property owners was deleted.
Adjacent property owners had been
notified of the opportunity to purchase
the property, but there was no interest.
The bylaw must now receive approval
from the Ministry of Transportation
before final adoption.
•Council received the funding
agreement for the $1.6 million grant
from the federal gas tax fund to upgrade
the surface water system on Brouse
Creek. The project includes installing
a water treatment plant (prefilters
and filtration plant with ultraviolet
treatment) and a microhydro system
that will run the water treatment plant.
The microhydro system will also be
set up so that surplus electricity can
be sold to BC Hydro.
It was announced in September
last year that the Village had been

successful in its funding application for
this project, which is being managed
by Delterra Engineering.
•A quote to install a disabled
washroom at the arena was received
on January 3 from Cinderscedar
Woodworks in the amount of $25,000.
This project will be considered along
with the other upgrades required
for the facility and will be included
in the Towns for Tomorrow grant
application being prepared by Delterra
Engineering.
•The Land Reserve Commission
has submitted its comments on the
OCP with regards to land within the
Agricultural Land Reserve. This was
the final agency to comment on the
plan. There will be a public hearing
before the plan is adopted.
•Accounts payable of $163,73.57
were approved for December.

submitted
Selkirk College’s Adult Basic
Education (ABE) program in Nakusp
completed its first fall semester in
the new Nakusp Learning Centre
with the highest enrolment in the
program’s 30 years.
“We have seen a definite boost
in ABE enrolment in Nakusp this
year,” said instructor Richard Allin,
“and we attribute a lot of that to the
new Learning Centre. It is so wellequipped and comfortable that people
really seem to enjoy being here.”
T h e n e w f a c i l i t y, w h i c h
represents nearly a half million dollar
investment by Selkirk College in
the community of Nakusp, provides
a fresh atmosphere, more space
and state-of-the-art technology for
delivering educational programs.
It features two fully equipped
Community Education classrooms,
a dedicated computer lab, a large
ABE classroom with computer and
science lab areas, and a student and
staff lounge area.
Sixty-five people were enrolled
in Nakusp ABE this fall in courses
ranging from basic math and English
to Grade 11 and 12 biology, chemistry
and physics. As well, many people
took one of four computer courses
encompassing first-time skills to
advanced use of office applications
and website development.
“Many people who take the first
step into upgrading in ABE start with
the core math and English courses,”
said the college’s other Nakusp ABE
instructor, Allison Alder, “Then they
often pick up more courses as they

gain confidence and learn about the
opportunities that are open to them.”
One group of students in Nakusp
ABE spent much of the fall semester
upgrading math, science and English
in preparation for a six-month LongTerm Care Aide course. This program
is running in the Nakusp Centre as a
cooperative offering between Selkirk
College and College of the Rockies.
ABE staff helped the applicants
complete prerequisite courses,
assemble all the information required
for the application package, and make
financial arrangements. The program
starts January 16 and promises
good employment opportunities
in expanded local long-term care
facilities and a tuition refund for
those who complete the training. The
group of 10 students will continue to

be supported by Nakusp ABE staff
this winter as they work through the
online courses delivered by College
of the Rockies.
The winter semester has begun
in Nakusp ABE and will run through
April. The program is open to
anyone 18 or older whether or not
they have completed high school.
Instructors meet with each person to
talk about hopes and plans and how
Selkirk College can help. Together
they consider available time, other
commitments, past education and
learning style, and then they tailor
a package just for that individual.
Costs are minimal and all books are
provided.
For more info phone 265-3640
or stop by the Learning Centre at 311
Broadway.

submitted
The annual general meeting of
the Nakusp and District Museum
Society was held on January 7 at the
Bonnington Theatre, with an ample
turnout of the membership.
Elected by acclamation were
co-chairpersons Ganishka Dann
and Sharon Montgomery, vicechair Beverly Graupe, treasurer
Maryellen Harris, recording secretary
Mabel Matischek, and directors
Gerald Lewis, Bill Barrow, Werner
Schneeberger, and Walter Pasieka.
Past chairperson is Rick Sharpe.
These dedicated volunteers make up
the 2008 executive that administers
the Nakusp Museum – an enriching
experience in front-line tourism.

RDCK Area K Director Paul
Peterson was present to lend support.
Guest speaker was Cliff Woffenden,
with a report on recent archaeological
discoveries in North and South
America.
The society wishes to thank
the 2007 executive and volunteer
members who helped make it a
successful year. The museum was up
6% in visitor traffic over the previous
year due to better signage and more
general interest in the Arrow Lakes
region.
Museum members at the AGM
generously filled a food hamper for
the local food bank.

Nakusp Adult Basic Education busier than ever in new centre

Nakusp Museum Society holds AGM

Youth service club
raises funds for
Arrowtarian Villa

by Jan McMurray
The Nakusp Interact Club held
a spaghetti dinner at the Legion on
January 12 to raise funds for phase
IV of the Arrowtarian Villa seniors
housing project.
Interact, which stands for
International Action, is the high
school wing of Rotary International.
Nakusp Secondary’s Interact
Club started last spring and has
11 members, with teacher Tessa
Holden as their mentor. They meet
on Tuesdays at 12:15 at the school
– all are welcome.
The NSS club has three focuses
– the school, the community and the
world. At the school, the club has
improved the recycling program.
The world focus has involved raising
funds for a non-profit out of Enderby,
‘Partners in the Horn of Africa.’
The spaghetti dinner for the
Arrowtarian Villa was part of the
group’s work with a community focus.
The event was very successful, with an
excellent turnout, $900 raised, and all
of the food and labour donated.
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Message from the Arrow Lakes Teachers’ Association – FSA Tests: What parents should know
What is the FSA?

The Foundations Skills
Assessment (FSA) is a set of annual
tests in reading comprehension,
first draft writing, and some aspects
of numeracy administered by the
provincial government’s Ministry
of Education to students in grades 4
and 7. This year these tests will be
conducted from February 4-15.

Description of 2008 FSA

Part I: Reading Comprehension
- 60 minutes
Part II: Reading Comprehension
- 30 minutes
Part III: Shorter Writing - 30
minutes
Part IV: Longer Writing - 60
minutes
Part V: Numeracy – multiplechoice questions - 60 minutes
Part VI: Numeracy – writtenresponse questions - 30 minutes
Instructions to principals state
the assessment should be done over
a minimum of three days and to
allow an additional 10 minutes per
component for organizational time.
Students may be permitted more time
to write components if needed.

What do teachers have
to say about these tests?

Teachers have serious concerns
about these tests. The FSAs don’t
help students learn or teachers teach.
The results don’t count toward
student marks in any way or provide
teachers with meaningful feedback
on student progress. Yet, these
tests take valuable time away from
teaching and learning as classes may
spend weeks practising and writing
the FSAs. The testing program also
takes much needed resources away
from public education, resources
that would be better spent on library
books, classroom materials and

school supplies.
In addition the FSA results
are misused. The Fraser Institute,
a privately financed organization
which promotes privatization, uses
the data on student results to rank
schools and publish the results in
the newspapers. Despite the fact
that even the Minister of Education
has expressed concern about the
results being misused in this way,
this practise has continued.
Teachers in the Arrow Lakes
have said:

Time for preparation

• I usually practise with old FSA
tests with the students ahead of the
actual test.
• I always plan to check out the
tests ahead of time and prepare the
kids so they’ll feel more ready for
them but it’s just too hard to fit it in
to our already full and busy schedule
of learning!
• I would say I use a good 2
weeks teaching and preparing with
practice exams etc.

Time to write the tests

• These (test) sessions are
stretched out over a week. The
continuity of programs such as
novel studies, math units, and topics
in content areas like Socials and
Science is lost.
• The week the FSAs are written
is basically lost to any further
academic work. The kids are drained
and pursuing academic topics is not
as productive as it should be.
• (The FSA tests) take too much
class time and are an additional
problem with split grades.
•A week of lost regular instruction
whic h, in most cases, cannot be
made up.

Stress to students

•Stress to students is
significant.

•At first the Grade 4’s were
excited to do these tests because
it made them feel “older” than
their Grade 3 classmates, but that
changed after the first session. They
became progressively stressed and
grumpy about having to leave the
class to do these tests. They worked
too quickly, without enthusiasm,
anxious to get them done and return
to the classroom. Apparently, it was
difficult to keep them going...are
they (the FSA tests) then an accurate
assessment of a child’s ability in
those subject areas? Grade 4 students
are 9 and 10 years old.... what are we
doing to them except making them
anxious about assessment and their
ability to “perform” to an acceptable
standard.
•FSAs are too long, too stressful
and unnecessary.

Some additional
comments:

•The bottom line is that these
tests are not delivered in a setting that
ensures that the student is working to
their potential.
•This test does not change
anything regarding positive changes
for students such as class size/
composition etc. All it does is (provide
data to be used to) rank the schools.

What teachers would
like to see

Teachers believe in fair, reliable
and effective assessment. We assess
students in a wide range of ways and
use the results to provide feedback to
students and parents, as well as to reteach concepts and adjust instruction
to help students succeed.
Teachers would like foundation
skills tests eliminated entirely. At the
very least, teachers would recommend
tests be conducted on a random
sampling basis which will provide a
good check on whether curriculum

and programs are meeting student
needs. The Minister of Education
recently issued a news release to
acknowledge BC students as scoring
well on international ‘PISA’ test
results, which is based on random
sample testing.

What do parents need to
know?

The Ministry of Education has
clearly stated, with the exception
of specific exemptions, students’
participation in the FSA is not an
optional activity. Daily attendance at
school is also not an optional activity
but parents may excuse the absence
of a student.
The instructions that accompanied
the FSA tests in 2007 stated that
parents “may request the principal
to excuse a student in the event of a
family emergency, a lengthy illness
or other extenuating circumstances.”
“Extenuating circumstances” is a
broad phrase which can arguably
cover parents’ philosophical and
political opposition to this testing
regime, their concern that such testing
erodes their child’s classroom learning
experience, or their fear that the test
results will be misused by the Fraser
Institute to unfairly attack their school
and community.
Parents who do not want their
children to write FSA tests cannot
simply keep their children home from
school that day. Schools are expected
to have students who are absent the
day of the test write anytime they
return during the two week FSA
administration period.
Therefore, parents are advised to
send a letter to the principal requesting
that their child be withdrawn from
FSA. The BCTF brochure includes
a tear-off letter for parents to use for
this purpose.
Principals have been reported

to be under considerable pressure to
have high participation rates on FSA
and therefore may put pressure on
parents who want to withdraw their
child. Last year, across the province,
some administrators called parents
wishing to exclude a student. The
concerns raised included parents
being told their child would be
marked absent from school, the
child’s name would be reported to
the superintendent, and the child
would be recorded as not meeting
expectations. But, it’s important to
remember that the FSA results have
no specific consequences for students.
FSA results do not count toward a
student’s report card results.
If you would like more
information about the FSA tests,
please contact the Arrow Lakes
Teachers’ Association at 358-7181,
talk with the teachers at your child’s
school, or go to bctf.ca/fsa.aspx.
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Kaslo council, January 8: New conservation plan for City Hall
by Jan McMurray
•In an effort to help facilitate the
restoration of the Kaslo City Hall, the
Kootenay Lake Historical Society
submitted an ‘outline conservation
plan’ to council. The three-phase
plan, outlining the project from
start to finish (2008-2013), was
prepared by Bob Turner, Historian
and Heritage Consultant, and Pete
White, President of KLHS. Council
decided to refer the proposal to the
City Hall Conservation Committee
with the direction to hold a joint
meeting with council, the committee,
the KLHS executive, Kaslo Public
Library, Kaslo Fire Department and
Bob Turner.
The cover letter to the proposal
explains that the “central strength” of
the plan is that the City Hall itself,
while under construction, would
be used to raise funds by attracting
visitors to tour the building. While
there, visitors could make a donation
or purchase merchandise, with
the proceeds going towards the
restoration. This can then be used

KASLO MOHAWK
Open every day of the year!
• Fuel • Groceries •
• Convenience Store •
353-2205 405-4th St.

as the Village’s share for matching
funding grant programs.
•Mayor Holland and CAO
Sawyer were authorized to continue
dialogue with The Land Conservancy
concerning the Kaslo City Hall
building.
•Council received two letters
from Rob Lang in support of the
purchase of the provincial building.
He encourages council to put out
a call for volunteers to help make
the project a reality. Lang will be
thanked for his interest.
•Larry Badry was appointed
Fire Chief effective January 1.
Due to time commitments and
work commitments, Richard
DeCruyenaere will serve as Deputy
Fire Chief rather than as Chief.
A letter signed by Badry and
DeCruyenaere was received, stating
that the appointments were ratified
by the fire department members on
December 11.
•Council received a report of
an initial meeting held in Kaslo on
November 30 under the Community
Tourism Foundations Program
of Tourism BC. The community
members who attended the meeting
have formed the Community Tourism
Foundations Working Committee
and have drafted some tourism
recommendations for Kaslo’s OCP.
The recommendations were referred
to the OCP Citizens Advisory
Committee for consideration.
•Emails from Aimee Watson
regarding a proposed food charter
for Kaslo were referred to the OCP
Citizens Advisory Committee.
•An email from Glenn Erickson,
Kaslo Logger Sports, regarding
elevating the logger sports site,
was referred to the OCP Citizens
Advisory Committee.
•Universal water metering for
the Village will be included in the
Official Community Plan as an
action to be explored under the goal
of water conservation.
•Ms. Smuga-Otto attended
on behalf of the Ladies Hospital

CORNUCOPIA
“The Natural Choice”

More than just a health food store

• groceries
• excellent selection of organic products
• fresh BC produce
• nutritional snacks & beverages
• supplements & toiletries

353-2594

422 Front St. Kaslo, BC

Kaslo & District Community
Forest Society seeks area
residents’ input.

Do you have suggestions for the Community Forest Board?
•
•
•
•
•

educational programs
recreational trails and development
non-timber resources in the woods
innovative forestry practices
watershed protection

•
•
•
•
•

fire interface planning
local economic benefit
funding for community activities
benefits to smaller communities
community outreach

...or anything else you’re concerned about or think we can do better. Any resident
of Kaslo or RDCK Area D is welcome to participate in the Residents’ Advisory
Committee (RAC), which is scheduled to hold its inaugural meeting at 7 PM
Wednesday, February 6. Committee membership is not fixed—you’re invited
to attend one meeting to discuss just one issue, or stay on to provide regular
input to the Board.
The topics for discussion at the meeting will be advertised a week ahead. Please
contact any KDCFS Board member, or Ronnie at the KDCFS office (via 353-9677
or kcfs@netidea.com) by Wednesday, January 23 with topics you would like to
have on the RAC agenda, or to obtain a copy of the RAC terms of reference.

KDCFS Board members:
Stan Baker
Donna Cormie
Steve Fawcett
Suzan Hewat
Patrick Mackle

353-2267
353-9638
353-7399
353-2909
353-7778

Rob Mitchell
Kim Planidin
Don Scarlett
Brodie Whitney

353-2164
353-2946
353-2563
353-2189

Auxiliary to ask that the repair of
the A Avenue Fire Hall roof be given
consideration in the 2008 budget.
•The Community Consultative
Group wrote to ask council to
consider hiring a Bylaw Enforcement
Officer. The letter was referred to
2008 budget deliberations.
•Everyone who has requested
poplar tree removal will be advised
this has been referred to 2008 budget
deliberations, and is a priority project
for 2008.
• T h e Vi l l a g e w i l l m a k e
application to the UBCM Community
Tourism Phase II Program for
funding assistance in the amount
of $17,448.05 for campground
improvements.
•Information from the UBCM
regarding its General Strategic
Priorities Fund was received. Council
decided to approach the RDCK to
determine interest in jointly applying
for funding to develop a Kaslo &
District water strategy.
•Council received notice of
two provincial grant programs and
will invite the Kaslo Trailblazers to
consider providing a pedestrian trail
link between the Hale Subdivision
and downtown Kaslo.
•The Village received a $1,500
grant from Columbia Basin Trust for
a defibrillator.
•Council received an invitation
to a January 29 meeting to discuss a
permanent site for the Kaslo Family
Centre. The centre is currently
located in a sublet storefront, with
no long-term lease or guarantee of
ongoing tenancy. Mayor Holland and
Councillor Jones will attend.
•Jeff Mattes will be advised

of the following requirements for
development of Burke Street, with
the developer to: construct 60-ft.wide right-of-way with a running
way down the centre of 7 metres
from A to Park Avenue; properly
culvert McDonald Creek; provide all
necessary environment, etc. permits;
install 4-inch Blue Brute watermain
from A to Park Avenue. Also, tree
clearing will be by public tender
process.
•Tom Humphries attended and
presented new photographs and
drawings for airport access to Mr.
Radford’s subdivision.
•Mayor Holland reported an
extension of the road potentially
servicing the Radford subdivision
has been costed at approximately
$400,000 to be extended to the
existing transfer station.
•Council adopted the following
policy.
(a) Beer gardens held during
May Day weekends are required
to contribute to the cost of renting
portable toilets.
(b) All registrants for the May
Day weekend are required to arrange
for garbage disposal and recycling,
utilizing whatever units are provided
by the municipality or the Chamber
of Commerce.
(c) When public covered areas
such as the picnic shelter or gazebo
are being utilized for fundraising
activities, the organization utilizing
the space will provide for alternate
covered public space as required.
•Councillor Jones reported a
new RCMP corporal will be arriving
from Comox by the end of February,
and Kaslo will potentially be having

its first female RCMP constable
relocated from Midway.
•The Village appointee to the
Kaslo & District Community Forest
Society will be instructed to convey
any concerns arising from 2007
Kemp Creek fires identified during
activities in the watershed by the
Society to the municipality.
•A program of raw water quality
testing will be developed.
•The North Kootenay Lake Arts
& Heritage Council will be directed
to reapply for Saturday Market lease
consideration by April 1.
•Cam Wilson will be enrolled in
the Water Distribution Level I course
being held in Castlegar February 4.
Glen Walker and Cam Wilson will
be enrolled in a 2 day course in
Castlegar by Mearle’s Machine on
pumps and control valves.
•Councillor Vass reported the
Curling Club has successfully
acquired a used wheelchair unit for
the facility.
•Staff was directed to draft
a bylaw to limit boat stays to 48
hours at the transient public docking
facility adjacent to the Kaslo boat
clubs leased area.
•Bylaw 973, Sewer Rates
& Regulations, was amended to
include Schedule A regarding service
connection fees.
•Bylaw 1057, Sewer Rate
Amendment Bylaw, was read three
times.
•Bylaw 1058, Bylaw Enforcement
Ticket Information Amendment
Bylaw, was reconsidered and
adopted.
•Accounts payable of
$143,870.59 were approved.

by Jan McMurray
A bomb threat was called into
JV Humphries School in Kaslo
on January 10 at about 12:30 pm.
The school was evacuated and a
fake explosive device was located.
Kaslo RCMP and fire department
attended.
A suspect was taken into custody
and later confessed to calling in
the threat and planting the fake
bomb. The young offender has been
charged with public mischief and
uttering threats.
This is the second bomb threat
in the span of a month at the school.
Constable Andrew Luukko from
the Kaslo RCMP detachment
reports that the two incidents are
not connected.
“A person could think that this
was a copycat, but this individual had
his own motives,” he said, adding
that he was unable to disclose the
motives due to the investigation.
Luukko says he will be submitting
documents to the Crown this week
and expects the Crown will approve
a restorative justice process for the
case rather than having the child
appear before a judge.
He explained that when a young
offender has not had a brush with
the law before, it is preferable to go
through ‘alternative measures’ rather
than the courts, and use community
involvement to determine a suitable
punishment for the child.

He says a restorative justice
process in this case would bring
together representatives from the
school, fire department, police and
others affected by the child’s actions
in a round table meeting. The child
would have to explain his actions and
participants would have a chance to
speak about how they were affected
by his actions. The group then comes
up with an appropriate punishment
that everyone is satisfied with.
“I’m looking for a serious
punishment to show people this
is not acceptable,” said Luukko.
“The person was just thinking about
himself, not the hundreds of others
it’s affecting.”
Luukko said the RCMP was
working closely with the school
to determine how to prevent this
from happening in the future, and

to identify anything that might be
occurring at the school, such as
bullying, that could be playing a
role.
School principal John Brisebois
says the teachers have debriefed in
their classes to make students feel
safe, and referrals to community
counsellors have been made. He
says the incidents are bringing the
community and school together to
solve the problem. “These students—
they haven’t thought of the trickledown effect that it causes and they
have to realize that what they say
and do affect other people.”
Constable Luukko encourages
members of the public to contact
the Kaslo RCMP detachment at
353-2225 if they would like to
provide comments and concerns for
the case.

submitted
Baba Brinkman will present prose,
poetry and rap in addition to selections
from his The Rap Canterbury Tales
on Friday, January 25 at 8 pm in the
Langham Theatre. Tickets are $12,
available at Sunnyside Naturals.
Come and experience Chaucer’s
Canterbury Tales like you’ve never
heard them before.
Brinkman began his rap career
at 19, freestyling and writing songs
in Vancouver, his hometown. He is
a former treeplanter who worked in
the Rocky Mountains every summer
for 10 years. During his development
as an MC he also completed both a
BA with Honours from Simon Fraser
University and an MA in Medieval and
Renaissance English Literature from
the University of Victoria. His thesis
drew parallels between the worlds of
rap music and literary poetry.
In the summer of 2004, Baba
toured his hit theatre show, The Rap
Canterbury Tales, to seven cities around
the world, including Prague, Montreal,
Edinburgh and San Francisco. In the

spring of 2005 he was sponsored by
Cambridge University to tour schools
across England, performing for over
1,600 students in over 30 schools.
Since 2004 he has toured almost
constantly with The Rap Canterbury
Tales. With his UK connections, Baba
recently recorded his third independent
full-length LP, Lit-Hop, featuring 12
original songs co-produced with UK
hip-hop artists.

JV Humphries deals with another bomb threat

Thank you
Valley Voice

The only newspaper that
tells us what is going on in
the Kaslo area. The only
newspaper that gives us a
chance to say what we think
about it, free of charge, in
Voices from the Valleys.
Paid advertisement by Jane Lynch
in support of the Valley Voice

Hip-hop poet Brinkman brings Canterbury Tales in rap to Kaslo

David Stewart, President of the
Community Fund of North Kootenay
Lake, accepts donations for the newly
established Environment Fund from
Kaslo residents ML Thomson and Bill
Wells, and David and Jessie Herreshoff.
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Get Outta Town
with
Peter
Roulston

Just which
season is it,
anyway?

with Jamie Barber

I wonder how many people
have thought about the concept of
purchasing a classic vehicle as an
investment?
I suspect that most die-hard
motor-heads have at least flirted with
this idea. The scenario probably goes
something like this… “If I could buy
that 1957 Chevy 2-door that is sitting
behind my cousin’s barn for $4,000,
I would be able to use the 350 motor
that is in my old pick-up, get my buddy
(who is a pretty good body man) to fix
up the body and I would not only be
“styling,” but would have a vehicle I
could sell for three times the amount of
money I put into it”. For some reason
or another, this idea always seem to
include a vehicle that you lusted after
as a young sprog, but never had the
cash to buy. I’ve met exceptions to
this rule, but they are rare.
I thought it might be interesting to
look a bit closer at this phenomenon to
see how reasonable it actually is.
In the first place, car-nuts seldom
make any big profits on vehicles
that they sell. It is not that classic

with
Andrew
Rhodes

Soup du Jar
triumphs again!

Hey hey! Hello out there all you
fabulous food fans. Hope you had
happy holidays and ate lots of food.
I’m sure we’re all keeping our New
Year’s resolutions in this very happy
new year, and if recent Slocan Valley
food experiences are any indication,
it’s going to be a very good year indeed.
Last week my fearless publisher and
I heard that SOUP DU JAR was
offering Wednesday luncheons at Jack
Harvey’s in Silverton. We knew we
couldn’t miss it. SOUP DU JAR, as
you may know, came to New Denver
about two years ago and since then
they have not only delighted our
taste buds at the Hills Garlic Fest but
have retailed their heart- and tummywarming wares in local stores and
at special events of all kinds. Their
soups, take it from me, are to cry and
die for.
Kayte Rock and partner J. Buttle
are the creators and staff of SOUP DU
JAR. Kayte looks after the soups and
other foods while Jay is the CFO, but
there is much more than soup involved
as we found out at Jack Harvey’s last
Wednesday.
The place was packed, which was
no surprise to us, because we know
something about Kayte’s finesse in
the kitchen. Her wonderful split pea
soup was the soup of the day, and there
was a small chalkboard listing various
accompaniments (no menu stress). At
first, I thought the list itemized three or
four different sandwiches, but no. The

LIVING

Measure of climate is based
upon average temperatures over a
30-year period and these averages
are certainly creeping up. So far this
winter the snowpack seems plenty
generous over the province, though
the arrangement of the snow layers
has left all of us guessing and fretting
over where it’s safe to play in the
steeps. Then all this snow melts a
bit sooner as the spring seasons get
warmer and drier.

I’m not complaining or
forecasting doom but rather am
stating that for the purposes of
outdoor recreation and all the toys
we have, it’s a good idea to have
them easy to pull out for use even in
the less traditional times of the year.
With the low snows pretty crusty
right now and the higher elevations in
this precipitous avalanche condition,
I decided to break out the kayak and
get out on some nice flat safe water.

and antique vehicles don’t go up in
price, it is just that after all that work,
owners are not likely to sell the vehicle
that they have spent so much loving
attention on.
It is also important to know that
classic vehicles also go down in price.
Classic vehicles tend to increase in
price as they reach the 40-year mark
and then decline after the 50-year
mark. It is better to buy on the upswing
rather than on the downswing.
The second point to remember
is that it always costs a lot more to
restore a vehicle than you ever thought
possible. It may be one thing to piece
together that old BSA motorcycle with
bits from other bikes so it reasonably
reflects a completely restored example,
but few owners are satisfied with this
and you will soon be looking for those
hard-to-come-by bits that seem to cost
an arm and a leg. People who know
about these things will tell you that
it is usually much cheaper to go out
and purchase the very best example
of the vehicle you want rather than
try to restore it yourself. You will save
money in the end.
Third, it always takes much more
time to restore a classic vehicle than
you will probably have. Of course,
I don’t know how much time you
have, but I do know many people

that have estranged themselves from
their wives and families to “get the
old girl together.” Sure, you will learn
a multitude of skills and have many
enjoyable hours putting the old vehicle
together, but be aware that it will take
longer than you think.
Also be aware of the fact that
you have to have covered, secure
storage space to store the vehicle
in after you are finished. It can be a
major headache to worry about your
valuable vehicle when you are on
holiday down in Florida and storage
space is expensive. You can’t put all
that time and money into a project like
this and have it plug up your shop for
the next 10 years because there is no
other place to store it.
I could keep going about the
extra money it will cost to insure the
vehicle, the maintenance issues that
will surprise you, as you are off on
that dream holiday in your special
vehicle, and the pile of money that
will be down the drain if you never
complete the project in the first place.
I may be able to convince some of
you out there that investing money
and time in old vehicles that we pined
for in our youth is nothing but a fool’s
errand, but I doubt it. After all these
years, I haven’t even been able to
convince myself.

entire list named all the ingredients in
Kayte’s amazing nine layer burrito!...
WHAT?? That’s right, folks. Is that
what you’ve been waiting for? Would
you like to hear about those nine
succulent layers?
OK, here we go: we’ll start with
chicken, add black beans, throw in
some rice, then cheese (remember
this is all in one burrito)... why not
add roasted peppers, and how about
lettuce? Don’t forget the caramelized
onion and the zucchini! All of these
along with a slightly spicy BBQ sauce
are nestled together in a soft warm
burrito. Awesome. If you want to you
can call it a Southwestern Nine Layer
Wrap. It doesn’t matter.
You can order it as a combo with
the world-class number one SPLIT
PEA SOUP, and that’s just what
your intrepid food editor did. My
fearless publisher ordered the soup
with a baguette from Fomi’s no less.
My lunch arrived on a large platter.
The bowl of soup and the nine-layer
burrito (cut into halves) took up all
the space, yet somehow there were
two thick slices of kosher dill pickle
wedged in there.
Now, what can you say to a warm
Nine Layer Burrito as it stares up
at you? Nothing! You just move it
towards your lips, and instinct takes

over. Oh my. I’m going to come right
out and say it: it was the biggest and
BEST damn burrito I’ve ever had!
How could it not be? And the Split
Pea Soup? My publisher offered this
comment: “It is the finest Split Pea
Soup I’ve ever eaten.” By the way,
there were butter tarts and orangewalnut bars for desert.
You’ll be happy to hear that
these SOUP DU JAR Wednesday
Luncheons will continue through
April and possibly longer. In the
meantime their soups will be available
for retail sale at Reawakening in
Nakusp, Ann’s Natural Foods in New
Denver, Evergreen in Crescent Valley
and at Jack Harvey’s on Wednesdays
during lunch hour. Other soups lined
up to appear are: Classic Chicken
Noodle, Asian Chicken Corn, Greek
Red Lentil, Moroccan Tomato Peanut,
Sweet & Spicy Black Bean, Carrot
Lemongrass and Doukhobourstyle Borscht. Good gosh! Other
sandwiches you may run into are:
Roast beef and caramelized onion
with Stilton cream cheese (I’m starting
to cry here) and Roast veggie with
pesto cream cheese.
SOUP DU JAR is planning
special dinners with set menus at
Jack Harvey’s on January 25 and
Valentine’s Day. To get seats while

Sunday, January 6 was perfectly
sunny, slightly above freezing and
quite calm.
All around the delta of New
Denver there’s an assortment of
canoes, kayaks, rowboats, skiffs and
dingys that quietly spend the winters
waiting for the longer warm days
to return. I keep my stubby plastic
kayak among the others down by the
hospital and it’s very neat to be able
to set out on impulse when time and
lake conditions allow.
All properly geared up I slid into
the icy clear water right at noon for
a short tour. With warm but light
clothing and insulating hat, gloves
and booties there’s no problem
keeping warm and paddling keeps
the warmth crankin’ out. The slight
midday breeze from the south made
the whole lake sparkle ahead of me,
and mild ripples made progress no
problem. I decided to head south to
check out the beach scene in sunny
Silverton.
The rocky three-kilometre
shoreline to Silverton from new
Denver remains undeveloped due
to the lack of room between the
highway and steep shores, except for
the historic mine site at Bosun Point,
which is now cleaned up somewhat
and serves as a seasonal cottage. A
couple trails come down from the
highway to small gravel beaches
but the dense forest mostly masks
any traffic on the roadway above. I
paddled along this shoreline, maybe
10 metres out, idly beachcombing and
gazing across to the Valhallas.
The high ridges across the lake
were swirling in snow kicked up by
strong winds at those elevations and
likely causing nasty wind crusts and
leeward loading in the snowpacks. At
they last, contact soupdujar@gmail.
com or call 358-2501.
We’re very lucky to have Kayte
and J. and SOUP DU JAR in our
neighborhood. They put a lot of love
into their work, and the result is always a
triumph. Check them out! Do it soon!

lake level however, the breezes stopped
altogether and I got to Silverton easily,
in less than an hour. Sadly, no bikinis
graced the beach and things have been
pretty quiet there since the famous
annual Polar Bear Swim.
Wintertime waters are very clear
due to the lack of bioactivity in the
cold water and lack of dust and pollen
or sediment from the low stream
levels. With the lake level down about
two metres you can see to the bottom
even further out and I seemed to see
unfamiliar logs, boulders, cables and
timbers on the bottom along the way.
Several folks were out along the
shore with dogs and kids and there
was enough bare shore below the
snowline to make for nice walking
and stone tossing. From the water you
can get a different view of some of the
new residential construction going
on which is only part of the spike in
growth in the valley these past couple
of years. Every now and then from the
lake you also notice fresh patches of
logging and land clearing that may not
be visible from roads.
Returning to New Denver with
the sun on my back I ended up pulling
off hat and gloves and having visions
of boating days that aren’t that many
weeks away. Apparently the fishing
in winter can be fantastic but I don’t
even fish in summer so I don’t know.
The only birds I saw were some ravens
really high up patrolling the highway
corridor for tasty roadkill.
I dragged the kayak up the shore
to the trees at sunset and things got
cold right away. This winter hasn’t
had a lot of perfect days and I was
glad to get in one on the lake. It’ll be
back to skiing for sure in the coming
days and hopefully the risk factors up
at the treeline will resolve somewhat
for the sake of casual skiers and
adventure businesses. The weather
always surprises everyone and next
week could see us holding ski poles or
maybe umbrellas, so stay flexible.
Peter Roulston owns the Bicycle
Hospital in New Denver and is
judgmental but adaptable. 358-2133

NEW YEAR, SAME BIKE

You’ve still got that great bicycle out in the garage after all these
years. Unlike cars or electronics, bikes can be updated and kept in
tune easily because the main components remain unchanged. I’m always
keen to revive and rejuvenate older quality bicycles for people and
have a huge stock of new and used parts from the 80’s and 90’s for
just that purpose. Practice the 3 R’s: Repair, Rebuild and Ride!

PETER ROULSTON’S BICYCLE HOSPITAL
New Denver • 358-2133 • OUGHTA PHONE FIRST

Come enjoy soups and weekly lunch
specials every Wednesday from
11:30 to 2:30 or indulge yourself
at one of the winter-series dinners
at Jack Harvey’s in Silverton. For
details and/or dinner schedules,
contact Kayte or J at 358 2501 or
email soupdujar@gmail.com

J. Buttle, Kayte Rock, Andrew Rhodes and Marie Mills at Soup du Jar’s
Wednesday Luncheon at Jack Harvey’s Restaurant in Silverton.
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Automotive

1994 F250 XLT 2WD 5.8 automatic,
extra cab. Great work truck. $2500 obo.
358-7208.
1978 THUNDERBIRD Diamond Jubilee
Special Edition. Good shape. $3500 obo.
265-4420.
1998 Subaru Legacy (Brighton) 227,000k’s, manual trans., 4 extra tires,
trailer hitch, one owner, red. Photos
at www.slocanlake.net/subaru. $7,500.
250-358-2426.
1982 Dodge 1/2 ton pick-up. Slant
6, four on the floor. excellent mechanical
condition, needs some body work. $2000.
Priced to sell. 366-4680.

Business Opportunities

WANT TO START YOUR OWN
BUSINESS? Community Futures
offers business counselling and start-up
information. Appointments available in
Nakusp and New Denver. Contact Marilyn
Rivers at 265-3674, ext. 201 or email
nakusp@futures.bc.ca.

Call for submissions

Arrow Lakes Fine Arts, ALFA
Guild Gallery, is currently accepting
submissions for Summer 2008 Season.
Deadline is Feb 29, 2008. Submission
requirements are: description of proposed
exhibit, CV or Biography, an Artist’s
Statement, min. of 10 slides, CD or photos
which are labeled with artist’s name, title
of work, medium, dimensions and date
made. Please include a SASE for return
of submission package. Mail to: Selection
Committee, ALFA Guild Gallery, PO Box
155, Nakusp, BC V0G 1R0. Please call
Denyse 265-4996 or Betty 265-4636 for
more info.

Coming Events

16th WINTER BLUES BOOGIE. Feb
2, 9pm - 2 am, Silverton Hall. Proceeds to
New Denver Pre-School. Advance tickets

only, $15, no minors: Nelson, Kaslo,
Winlaw, Silverton, New Denver, Nakusp.
Final performance of Dr. Fun & the
Nightcrawlers. See article this issue. Be part
of history -- shop NOW! Info: 358-7765.
100 Mile Potluck in Winter!
Saturday, Jan. 26, 5pm, Vallican Whole
Community Centre. Silent auction, dance.
Positive life changes – are
you ready to change yours? The Personal
Wellness course offers you an opportunity
to eliminate whatever stresses you have in
your life. Why struggle to manage your life
stresses when you can get rid of them once
and for all! This intensive 8 week course
is designed to give you the all tools you
need to help get your life & health back on
track and keep it there physically, mentally
and/or spiritually. Register now for the
next session in New Denver: Feb. 4th to
March 24/08, meet 2 hrs. once/week for 8
weeks; private and confidential sessions.
Cost: $500 for 8 weeks (=$250/month),
mornings, afternoons or early evenings
available. Only 4 spots left and deadline
for registration is January31/08; call Karen
Dubreuil @ 358-2828. If the above 8 week
course is a bit too long for you, please note
the following new community service soon
to be offered only in New Denver:
Only in New Denver: New Personal
Wellness Guidance/counseling service
opening January 14, 2008. Personal
Wellness Guidance/counseling services will
now be offered in New Denver Monday thru
Friday on an hourly basis (rate $35.00/hr.).
Always private and strictly confidential!
Let Karen Dubreuil gently guide you
back to wellness physically, mentally and/
or spiritually. Call 358-2828 for your
appointment.
STEW & CHILI NIGHT at Burton Hall –
Saturday, Feb. 2, 2008. Continuous serving
5 pm-7 pm. Adults: $10; Children and youth
7-15: $7.50; Under 6: free.

CLASSIFIED ADS

HIDDEN GARDEN GALLERY –
Annual General Meeting, Sunday, January
20, 2 pm. All welcome!
SlocanLakeNorthCommunity
Workshops: Hills at Knox Hall,
January 12th, 3:00pm; Enterprise Creek/
Red Mountain Road at Silverton Gallery,
January 13th, 3:00pm; Sandon at Knox
Hall, January 19th, 3:00pm; Summit Lake
at Ski Lodge, January 20, 4:30pm; Rural
New Denver/Silverton at Knox Hall,
January 26th, 3:00pm; Rosebery at Knox
Hall, January 27th, 3:00pm.
Drawing & Sculpture focusing
on Hands & Feet! Explore these expressive
parts of the human body through drawing
and clay. 6 Classes starting on Wed. Feb.
20. @ Silverton Gallery. 6:30-9:00PM. For
registration and/or information contact: Elly
Scheepens phone: 358-2689.
SLOCAN VALLEY THREADS GUILD
NEW CLASSES - Register now for
workshops at the Threads Guild in February,
March and April. Seven new classes, taught
by local textile artists include: Nature Dyes,
Design with Needle Felting, Collage,
Knitting with Kathy, Surface Design with
Procion MX Dyes, Sew Much Smarter,
and Devore A to Z. Small classes, handson projects, some materials supplied. For
more information, please call JC Bradford
250.355.2475.
CAPRICORN / AQUARIAN
MASQUERADE CELEBRATION and
friends of…Potluck – January 20, 2008,
5:00-9:00 pm, Villa Dome Quixote. $2-$5
donations appreciated for hall rental.
358-2562.

For sale

upright piano. Good condition. $800.
phone 358-7269.
ATM machine for sale at the Silverton
Lakeshore Inn. First $500 takes it. Call Phil
at 358-7773.
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Education

CONTINUING EDUCATION/ADULT
LEARNING CENTRE NAKUSP
Adult Basic Education classes available
– start anytime!
STAINED GLASS WORKSHOP, Jan.
25-27;
SINIXT NATION PUBLIC UPDATE,
Jan. 29 in Nakusp, Jan. 30 in New
Denver;
OVERVIEW OF THE CRIMINAL
JUSTICE SYSTEM IN CANADA,
starts Feb. 4;
MAINTAIN YOUR COMPUTER FOR
BEST PERFORMANCE LEVELS,
Feb. 5;
DEVELOPING CAPABLE PEOPLE,
Parenting Program with Michael Garvey,
starts Feb. 5;
MANAGE YOUR TIME RENOVATION
USING PROJECT MANAGEMENT,
Feb. 6 & 13;
EMPLOYEE APPRAISALS &
PERFORMANCE MANAGEMENT,
Feb. 7;
AVALANCHE SKILLS TRAINING,
LEVEL 1, Feb. 8-10;
YOU MUST PRE-REGISTER FOR
ALL CLASSES.
For more information and registration
call Selkirk College 265-4077

For rent

OFFICE OR RETAIL SPACE - 16’ x
24’, next to Silverton Building Supplies
on highway. $265.00/month. Call
250-358-2293.
Large, nice clean 3 bedroom
apartment in Silverton, BC. All
appliances, 1500 sq ft $525/mo plus utilities.
References and deposit. Call 358-2293.

AVAILABLE IMMEDIATELY. Large,
rustic 3-bdr home in Hills. Lots of privacy
and beauty. $700/month incl. hydro. Also
available one-bdr independent suite $500/
month incl. hydro. Call 250-265-3842.
Email skosiancic@telus.net.

Health

FULL SPECTRUM BODY WORK
offers deep tissue and stress reduction
treatments in the privacy of your own
home. For additional info and to book
appointments please call 358-6808.
Cranial Sacral Therapy
with Darlene. Deep fluid inner massage.
Available alternate Tuesdays at Hand and
Soul, Silverton. Call 358-2177.
DR. PAUL M. HINTON will be providing
chiropractic care at the Slocan Community
Health Centre in New Denver every
Wednesday afternoon and Thursday
morning commencing January 16, 2008.
To book appointments, please phone
250-352-5135.

Help wanted

Bookkeeper for Area “H”
North TV Society beginning
January/February, 2008. $30/hour. Simply
Accounting program is being used currently.
Please respond to Box 224, New Denver,
BC, V0G 1S0 by January 15, 2008. For
further information please call 358-7136.
Community Counsellor, Family
support and children’s domestic violence
specialty. North Kootenay Lake Community
Services Society, Kaslo. 32 hours per week.
Degree in counselling, Social Work and
five years experience counselling children
and families is desirable. Vehicle in good
working order and criminal record check
are required. Send resume: administrator@
nklcss.org, or fax 250-353-7694. View
position at www.nklcss.org.
Personal Classified Ads start at $8.00
Call 358-7218 for details

BUSINESS DIRECTORY

PROFESSIONAL SERVICES

RESTAURANT/WINE & BEER

For all your
insurance
needs
HUB INTERNATIONAL
Barton
265-3631
INSURANCE
1-800-665-6010
BROKERS

Winlaw Brew-Op

Open Tuesday - Sunday
9 am - 4 pm

Main St. New Denver 358-2381

Specialty Coffees, Teas,
U-Brews and Kits for Home
• Open Every Day

Nakusp

265-4701

N
P

ick’s
lace

Beside Slocan Park Service
2976 Highway 6, Slocan Park

REAL ESTATE

WINTER HOURS
7 am - 9 PM

CATERING
&
wholesale

Breakfast starts at 7:00 am
QUALITY PIZZA anytime!

93-5th Ave.

Lemon Creek
Lodge & Campground

Nakusp

Apple Tree
Sandwich Shop
The

tfn

Soup, Sandwiches & Desserts
358-2691
Mon. - Fri. 7 A.M. - 4 P.M.
Sat. 11 A.M. - 4 P.M.

Kootenay Administration Services

“Your Valley Specialist”
- Honesty
- Integrity
- Customer Service
Free Market Evaluation
isoldit@shaw.ca
365-9640

Advertise in the Valley Voice

Your locally-owned, independent
community newspaper

GROCERY • HEALTH FOOD
• Health Products
• Books
• Greeting Cards

Health Centre

320 Broadway St. Nakusp		 265-3188

Slocan Village Market

Slocan Valley Co-op. Slocan Park

Food, hardware, Feed, Gas Pumps,
Liquor Agency, Canada Post, Lotto Centre
Open 7 days a week 6 am-9 pm
Owned by the members it serves.
3024 Hwy 6, Ph: 226-7433 / Fx: 226-7916
e-mail: s.v.coop@telus.net

Your Local Grocer

New Denver
358-2443

Silverton
358-7292

- 358-2552 805 Kildare St., New Denver

Slocan, BC • ph:355-2211 • fax: 355-2216

Fresh Produce, Free Range Eggs, Imported Cheeses,
Specialty & Ethnic Foods

212 Broadway, Nakusp • 265-4039

Advertise in the Valley Voice

Your locally-owned, independent
community newspaper

Water Testing • Flow Measurements
CAEAL certified to test drinking water
We’re in the Valley at: 1-250-226-7339
Jennifer & Tony Yeow passlab4@netidea.com

West Kootenay

Counselling Service
Registered Professional
Counsellor RPC (c)

Ann Bunka

Open 7 days/week, 9 am - 7 pm

Passmore
Laboratory Ltd.

Andrea Wright

Ann’s Natural Foods

Groceries, fresh produce, fresh meat,
Agency Liquor, organic foods,
in-store deli, in-store bakery.

Carlene Enge - Owner/Operator
RR#1,Site 3,Comp.4, Edgewood, BC V0G 1J0
Ph: 250-269-7147 Fax: 250-269-7339
Email: cenge@edgeconnection.ca
Accounting, Payroll & Payroll Remittance, Office
Organizing, Taxes, Vacation Relief & Business
Financial Concerns

•couples •addictions •stress
•youth •individual •depression

Re-Awakening

This space could be yours for
$10.00 + GST per issue.
Call 358-7218 or email:
valleyvoice@netidea.com
for details

RECREATION

250-358-2111 • izack@telus.net

Selkirk Realty

Tammy Peitzsche

Air Conditioned

Printer Sales ~ Discount Inkjet Cartridges
Photo Papers ~ Guaranteed Inkjet refills
eBay Marketing ~ Digitial Design
612 Josephine St. • Box 292 • New Denver, BC V0G 1S0

Free Consultation

Smoking & Non-Smoking

• Zack Graphics & Inks •

PAULA CONRAD
HOME: (250) 358-2707

265-3635
E-mail: paulaconrad@royallepage.ca
Website: www.royallepage.ca/selkirkrealty

265-4880

226-7779

Year-round facility
Licensed Restaurant
Open Thurs - Sun
5 PM - 8 PM
1-877-970-8090

Wine & Beer Making Kits
to satisfy all budgets!
Take-Home Kits, or Brew it with Us!
Open 11:00 to 6:00 Tues. to Sat.
5972 Cedar Creek Road, Winlaw • 226-7328

New Denver, BC

358-7995

Ph: 359-7111 Fax: 359-7587
www.playmorpower.com

Playmor Junction Hwy 6 & 3A
1043 Playmor

www.jonesboysboats.com
Ainsworth, British Columbia
4080 Hwy 31 N
Call: 1-877-552-6287

(250) 353-2550 Fax (250) 353-2911

andreawright@uniserve.com

Going On Vacation?

HOUSEWATCH
SERVICE
Ph.

ENGINEERED WITH YOU IN MIND

358-2561

SAWMILL

SOCKEYE SAWMILLS
SLOCAN, BC

• Custom on-site milling
• Timber/Lumber sales
• Cedar posts, fencing, decking
• Untreated landscape ties

Phone: 355-0024 • email: sockeye@telus.net

HARBERCRAFT

Lester Koeneman
Phone 265-3128 or
24-hour Fax 265-4808
Broadway St. Nakusp
Support the Valley Voice.
Buy a voluntary
subscription
Only $10 - $30
per year

Advertise in the Valley Voice. It pays!!!
Call 358-7218 for details or email: valleyvoice@netidea.com
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Help wanted

Looking for a person who will work
on commission basis to help market hotel
rooms to heliskiers and snowmobilers.
Connections with these industries are an
asset. For further information call Moe at
Silverton Lakeshore Inn 358-7929.

Notices

F O R I N F O R M AT I O N O N A A
MEETINGS contact Dave 358-7265;
John 265-4924; Tonio 358-7158; Dave
353-2658; Joan 355-2805; Dan 359-7817;
Bill 226-7705.

Services

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL
SEPTIC TANK CLEANING: “Serving
the Valley” 7 days/wk, 24-hr. All-Around
Septic Services, Don Brown (250)
354-3644, emergency 352-5676.
ROGAN ELECTRIC Residential,
commercial, industrial wiring. Local
references available. All work guaranteed.
“We get the job done.” 353-9638.
Business Classified Ads start at $10.00
Call 358-7218 for details

CLASSIFIED ADS
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Wanted

PHOTOCOPIER wanted. Call
358-7218.
Going bankrupt or have a divorce or
estate to settle? I’ll buy your house, condo,
cottage, apartment block, or vacant land
anywhere in BC. I pay cash. Call Mountainside
Property Management 250-574-7774.

Pets

MIXED BREED PUPPIES. Chesapeake
mother. Ready Valentine’s Day. $50 each.
All males. Call 358-7107.

BUSINESS DIRECTORY

AUTOMOTIVE • SMALL MOTORS • MACHINE SHOP
WEST KOOTENAY
MACHINE SHOP
SALES & SERVICE
98 - 1st Street, Nakusp • 265-4911
OPEN 6 DAYS A WEEK
CHAINSAWS
TRIMMERS
• Stihl
• Homelite
• Husqvarna
• Stihl • Toro
MOWERS
• Husqvarna
• Snapper
SMALL ENGINES
• Toro
• Tecumseh
• Lawnboy
• Briggs & Stratton

Larry’s Auto
Truck Repairs

24 hour towing
BCAA, Slocan, BC
355-2632

915 Front Street
Nelson, BC V1L 4C1
(Railway Side Access)

General Machining
Parts Repaired or
Remanufactured

• welding repairs • full service
& repair • licenced technician •
radiator repairs & service • mobile
service available • fast, friendly

Shop Phone/Fax

24 hour towing
1007 hwy 23, nakusp
ph: 265-4577
Caribou Service
(250) 265-3191

24 Hr Towing and Recovery
Auto Repairs & Tires
Auto Parts

5549 Frontage Road
Burton, BC

250-352-2123

Dave Smith

NAKUSP GLASS
201 Broadway
265-3252

The clear choice for
all your glass needs!

Owner/Machinist

Valley Voice Business
Directory Ads keep working
even when you’re asleep!
This space could be yours for
$10.00 + GST per issue.

CONSTRUCTION • HOME • GARDEN
Tradesman Electric

HALL LUMBER
& BUILDING SUPPLIES
Open Mon, Tues, Wed, Fri & Sat
10 am to 5 pm
PHONE 250-269-0043
Find us at 280 Lower Inonoaklin Rd.
Edgewood, BC

ICF Building Products
“We provide Star Service”
1-888-289-4731

For all your painting needs
Call
NAKUSP
MAINTENANCE
Free Written Quotations
265-3082 • cell: 265-1574
Email: sapietis@telus.net

Thanks for reading our ad

• Location in your area soon!!!
• Be the first on our list of
West Kootenay Customers!
Just In Time For All Your Painting & Construction Needs

Our Goal is Quality
Our Number is: (403) 667-5209

Past painter for Alberta New Home Warranty
Justin Cox • Don Leggatt
• Painting • Staining • Lacquering
• Texturing • Polomyx
• Faux-Finishes • Wall-Papering
• Industrial Coatings

COMPUTER
Palmer
Computer
Services
Phone: 355-2235

- Repairs
- Upgrades
- Consulting
Microsoft Certified
Systems Engineer

ken@palmercomputerservices.com

Grey Barn Computers
Ron Nymeyer
212 4th Ave NW
Nakusp

250-265-2163

theoldgreybarn@hotmail.com

Vinyl Siding, Soffit,
Facia installation.
Quality work
guaranteed.
Free estimates.
Phone Paul or Tracey: 250-265-2133
E-mail: travic@telus.net

Service
Repairs
Upgrades
Sales

Your locally owned, independent
community newspaper

Fresh Flowers for all occasions!! Delivery to New Denver

212 Broadway, Nakusp • 265-4039

JEWELRY
Jo’s Jewelry

call Jim Berrill
(250) 359-5922

For estimates or consultation call
Bob or Kevin (250) 269-7497

1-866-355-9037
1-250-355-2790
hanspainting@telus.net

EQUIPMENT RENTAL
COLES RENTALS
HEATERS (PROPANE & ELECTRIC)
PLATE TAMPERS, JUMPING JACKS,
JACKHAMMERS, HAMMER DRILLS, CONCRETE
MIXERS, CONCRETE SAWS, TILECUTTERS,
BLOCKCUTTERS, SCAFFOLDING, FLOOR
SANDERS, FLOOR NAILERS, ROOFING NAILERS,
FRAMING NAILERS, GENERATORS, WATER
PUMPS, COMPRESSORS,
PRESSURE WASHERS, ROTO TILLER,
PROPERTY PIN LOCATOR, CHIPPER/SHREDDER,
GAS POST HOLE DIGGER, WOODSPLITTER
PHONE 358-2632
1-888-358-2632

RECYCLING HAIR
MOUNTAIN VALLEY STATION
BOTTLE DEPOT
Slocan City • 355-2245
Open MON - SAT 9-5
Your “Bottle Drive” Specialists

Beside Slocan Park Service
2976 Highway 6, Slocan Park

Custom Work and Repair
Advertise in the Valley Voice

Property development, subdivision & services

Nakusp 265-4406

Ava’s
Hair Studio

Tuesday to Friday 10-4
open late Thursdays

358-7769

Far right entrance of the Wild Rose Restaurant in Rosebery

Mark Adams

Your local bulk dealer & service centre

Installation and maintenance

North
Nakusp
Towing

LAUNDROMAT ACCOUNTANT

FOR ALL YOUR
PROPANE NEEDS
359-7373
1-800-471-5630

JEMS Propane Ltd.

• Residential & Commercial
Construction

Serving the Slocan, Arrow Lakes
& North Kootenay Lake Valleys

FLORIST

		

		
		
		
		

• Ready Mix Concrete •
• Lock Blocks • Septic Tanks •
• Drain Rock •
• Road Crush • Sand & Gravel •
• Dump Trucks • Excavator •
• Crusher •
• Coloured Concrete •
• Site Preparation •
Box 1001, Nakusp, BC, V0G 1R0
Ph. 265-4615 • 265-4328 (eves)

Hiway 6 Service is now

BCAA Towing

Lower Arrow Contracting

commercial • residential
new construction • renovations
Reliable friendly service
Free Estimates Call Steve 226-7163

111 Mcdonald Drive, Nelson, BC
ph 250-352-3191
sales@mainjet.ca • www.mainjet.ca

358-2134

In Nakusp Inquire at Treasure Trove
Kitchen & Gifts 265-2161

Support the Valley Voice with a voluntary subscription!
Only $10 - $30 per year

Certified General Accountant
P.O. Box 279
New Denver, BC
V0G 1S0

BUS. 250-358-2411

HEALTH
Hand & Soul Healing

Chiropractor, Larry Zaleski, D.C.
Mondays & Fridays - Silverton
Every other Wednesday in Winlaw or Nakusp
Counsellor/Healing Facilitator
Sue Mistretta, M.A., CCC.

358-2177

Silverton & Winlaw

Touchstone Healing Co-op
Chiropractor, Acupuncture, Acupressure, Cranio-Sacral, Tui Na,
Brain Gym, Reiki, Aromassage, and
Reflexology.
For info phone 226-7166

MASSAGE
myofascial release • deep tissue massage • relaxation massage

Susan L. Yurychuk • 250-358-6804
By Appointment Only • New Denver
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Obituary

Molly Poznikoff – The family is
saddened to announce the passing of Molly
Poznikoff on December 30, 2007 at the

Kootenay Boundary Regional Hospital.
She was born to William and Martha
Stooshnoff on July 22, 1924 at Kamsack,
Saskatchewan. The family moved from
Saskatchewan to Hills, BC where she
met and married Alec Poznikoff on July
6, 1946.
Alec predeceased her in September of
2004. Molly was also predeceased by two
brothers, John and Sam.
She is survived and will be lovingly
missed by her two sons, Patrick (Irene) and
Kenneth (Barbara), seven grandchildren,
Jeanine, Alana (Denis), Nicole (Mike),
Stephanie (Tino), Scott (Chelsea),
Cheryl and Megan and seven greatgrandchildren.
Her later years were spent in Slocan
Park where she enjoyed her two great
passions - gardening and spoiling her
grandchildren.
Cremation has taken place but a

COMMUNITY

Celebration of Life will be held in Hills,
BC in spring.
In Lieu of flowers, Memorial Donations
in Molly’s name may be made directly to
the Passmore Firehall Box 4, Slocan Park,
British Columbia V0G 2E0.
“MOM AND GRANDMA WE LOVE
YOU DEARLY”
Arrangements were entrusted to
Castlegar Funeral Chapel.
WINBOW – In loving memory of Carelyn
Noreen Winbow. October 8, 1939 to January
6, 2008. A mother and friend to many. Sadly
missed by her children, grandchildren,
family, and friends. She loved to garden,
and chose the Slocan Valley to fulfill her
dream; turning a field of ferns into a lush,
colourful paradise for her and the countless
animals she loved and cared for. In lieu of
flowers donations to the Second Chance
Animal Shelter in Nelson would be greatly
appreciated. A celebration of her life will
be held at Sleep is for Sissies in Winlaw
on January 19 from 5-8 pm.
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Slocan Valley Recreation
SLOCAN KIDS INDOOR SOCCER - Mondays at WE Graham School.

WILDLIFE DRAWING & PAINTING - Ages 8+ with Evelyn Kirkaldy. Begins January
21st at Brent Kennedy School.

HAMMER & A PEN SPICED WITH CREN - Travel Talk. Wed. Jan. 16th Slocan Park
Hall. 7:00 p.m.

PILATES WITH LYNN FREDRICKS - Starts Wed. Jan. 23rd. 9:30-10:45 at the Slocan
Park Hall.

YOGA IN SLOCAN PARK - Beginners on Thursdays, Intermediate on Tuesdays.
6:30-8:00 p.m.
BELLYFIT - With Heather Holdener - Tuesdays at Winlaw 7:00-8:00 p.m., Thursdays
in Slocan Park - 10:00-11:00 a.m.
PUZZLED BY SODOKU? - Monday, January 28th at the Passmore Lodge.
POKER FOR WOMEN - With Teri Jarrett. Jan. 31st & Feb. 7th.

WINLAW SCHOOL BADMINTON - Every Wednesday evening. 7:00 to 9:00 p.m.
THE CHARITIES FILE - Sat. Feb 9th at Vallican Whole Community Centre. Free.

4TH ANNUAL DAY ON THE RAIL TRAIL - Sunday, January 27th noon to 2:00 p.m.
Trozzo Creek, Winlaw

226-0008

Nakusp Bantam House – Hawks: Back row (L to R): coach Ron Palmer, players Matthew Bergman, Mateus Dachwitz,
Jordan Trenholm, Ray Brown, Cole Adams, Levi Cordingley, Dylan Hascarl, coach Ralph Dachwitz. Front row (L to R):
Jesse Jensen, Mitch Hascarl, Avery Palmer, Brandon Olson, Kellan Nishida, Greyson Reitmeier. Missing: Danielle Hascarl.

Nakusp Bantam Rep – Falcons: Back row (L to R): Jade Streliev, Logan Marshall, Damin Devlin, Brody Simpson, Kris James, coach
Daryl James. Middle row (L to R): coach Barry Streliev, players Kellan Nishida, Mateus Dachwitz, Levi Cordingley, Jacob Balske, Andrew
Likness, Mirch Zorn, coach Rod Zorn. Front row (L to R): Mitch Hascarl, Bryce Cann, Terryn Stenseth, Shea Weighill, Ryan Bateman.

Many thanks to our voluntary subscribers!!

Dan & Jan would like to thank everyone who made a
voluntary subscription to the Valley Voice in 2007.
We started up the voluntary subscription program in
2007, at the suggestion of some of our readers. We
are very pleased with the results. Each voluntary
subscription we receive is a welcome show of support for the Valley Voice, your independently owned
regional community newspaper. Revenue from the
subscriptions helps us to keep operating.
THANK YOU!!!!
Contrary to popular belief, not one penny of the
proceeds from the voluntary subscriptions went into
Dan’s whiskey fund.
It’s easy to make a voluntary subscription! Just send
a cheque for any amount you would like (suggested
$10-$30 per year) to The Valley Voice, Box 70, New
Denver, BC V0G 1S0.

Jan Mc Murray and Dan Nicholson, Valley Voice co-owners

Contact us at (250) 358-7218 or email: valleyvoice@netidea.

