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by Jan McMurray
Not a resounding no, but a no 

nevertheless.
New Denver’s poll came out 

against cell service by a margin of 
seven votes. 

Out of 228 votes cast, 117 said no 
to the service, 110 said yes and one 
vote was rejected. Administration 
staff at the Village of New Denver 
said this was a great turnout for a 
community with a population of 
512.

The Village will now appeal the 
Industry Canada decision to allow 
the cell service installation. “Indeed, 
I think in cases like this, the people 
of the town should actually be the 
ones to decide,” said Mayor of New 
Denver Gary Wright.

The appeal or arbitration 
process is part of the new Industry 
Canada rules that came into effect 
on January 1 of this year, requiring 
telecommunications companies to 
consult with communities before 
installing equipment.

 “The plan is to go through the 
Industry Canada appeal process 
and I understand that Telus is fully 
co-operative with that,” said Mayor 
Wright. “The Village is in close 
contact with Industry Canada, and 
Industry Canada was watching the 
poll closely.”

Julia  Greenlaw, spokesperson 
for the New Denver group opposing 
the service, said about the poll 
results, “It’s slim majority, but a 
majority nevertheless. We support 
the Village in its appeal to Industry 
Canada. It will be interesting to see 
if democracy stops here, at the local 
level.”

Greenlaw said there was “a ton” 
of information on the health risks 
of wireless technology and she was 
glad her group was able to share that 
information with the community. 
“Although most of the research 
talks about cancer, the most recent 
study links cell phone use to male 
infertility,” she added.

“The fact that Health Canada 
doesn’t accept this information 
doesn’t carry much weight with 
us, considering their track record 
with things such as tobacco,” she 
said. “Health Canada has lagged 
way behind in the past, often to the 
advantage of big business.”

Shawn Hall, Telus spokesperson, 
said they were not surprised with the 
results. “We’re not surprised with the 
level of support for the service within 
the community itself, considering 
how much misinformation and doubt 
opponents have been raising about 
the service,” he said.

We also spoke with Hall before 
the poll results had come in. He 
indicated that the company felt the 
poll would not give the best reading, 
as it would only account for the 
people within the boundaries of 
New Denver. 

“It won’t take into account 
many of the people who will benefit 
from the installation of the antenna. 

We’ve heard from an awful lot of 
people from inside and outside the 
boundaries that own businesses and 
residences, and we’re responding 
to that demand.” He said Telus 
had received two petitions in 
support of the service, and lots of 
correspondence.

Hall said there was “obviously a 
small group of very vocal opponents. 
We’ve given them plenty of time to 
gather information but it’s time to 
move on and get the antenna placed. 
There is a lot of misinformation and 
fear being spread as part of that and 
we can’t let that win the day.”

One of the frustrations for Telus, 
Hall says, is that there are already a 
half dozen transmission sites in the 
Village and two of them are for the 
Village public works crews. “Why 
ours is being singled out is a bit 
frustrating for us. The fact is that the 
existing signals are far more intense, 
and we don’t see them on the poll.”

Hall said that all of the studies 
referenced by the New Denver 
group opposed to cell service had 
been reviewed by Industry Canada 
and Health Canada and they had 
determined that the existing code 
remains appropriate. 

Hall said he expected the antenna 
to go up onto the CBC tower in 
New Denver and the small storage 
building to be completed in a couple 
of months. He says the signal 
should reach to Denver Siding, all 

Village of New Denver rejects cell service by narrow margin
of Silverton, parts of the lake, and 
most of Rosebery, but not all of 
the roadway between New Denver 
and Rosebery. It is line of sight 

technology, so it “weakens and gets 
spotty as you get further away and 
geography does its work.”

The poll was held February 7 and 

8. Results were announced Monday 
morning, February 11. Any New 
Denver resident or property owner, 
18 years or older, could vote. 

by Art Joyce
How does our transit service 

rate? That question was answered by 
rural residents of Slocan Valley north 
and south in a questionnaire recently 
mailed out by Area H Director Don 
Munro. Residents in both areas said 
they would ride the bus more often if 
there were Friday and Saturday runs 
and some new routes in the lower 
valley. A need for more clear and 
detailed schedule information was 
also expressed.

Although 46% in the south valley 
and 49% in the north valley rated 
the current schedule as “somewhat 
convenient,” 62% in the south and 
52% in the north said they would 
ride the bus more if it ran more often. 
The survey notes that “residents of 
the south Slocan Valley have been 
requesting a weekend evening bus 
service for some time.” Survey 
respondents split evenly between 
Friday and Saturday as their preferred 
days for adding a bus run. North 
valley residents clearly preferred a 10 
am arrival in Nelson (61.3%) and a 4 
pm departure from Nelson (44.1%), 
while south valley residents seemed 
equally divided on departure/arrival 
times.

Some comments received by 
south valley residents expressed a 
desire for routes on Slocan River 
Road between Winlaw and Passmore 
(to include Vallican) and for service 
on Highway 6 between Perry Siding 
and Winlaw. In the north valley, 

people want to see more service 
between Silverton and Nakusp, 
and some suggested a daily service 
to Slocan to connect with south 
valley transit. Some saw a need for 
improvements to the transit link with 
Castlegar/Trail. 

Evidence that the car culture is still 
strong here was seen by answers to the 
question as to why people don’t use 
transit. Most said they would rather 
drive or carpool (57% south/60% 
north), while others said the schedule 
was not convenient (37%/37%). More 
than half of survey respondents said 
they don’t currently use transit (59% 
south/53% north), but would do so 
with better service. According to Jo 
Brown, who designed the survey with 
Don Munro, the system is used most 
between November and February, 
when people prefer not to drive. 
Brown was formerly the coordinator 
of rural transit for Nakusp, Slocan 
Valley, Kaslo and the HandiDart.

“With climate change there’s 
more and more money becoming 
available for public transportation,” 
Brown explains, “so it just makes 
sense to see what people living here 
want to see happen.”

Munro says BC Transit is 
currently reviewing transit services 
in the area, so the timing seemed right 
for a survey. At an RDCK meeting in 
January a resolution was passed to 
invite BC Transit staff to meet with 
the board to discuss future transit 
options but there has been no response 

yet. A meeting will be held with the 
public to consider the survey results 
but Munro would prefer to have met 
with BC Transit first. Promises of two 
new buses for the area have not yet 
materialized. 

Transit survey shows desire for more routes, improved service
“The board was concerned that of 

the $14 billion in the transportation 
and highways budget, nothing new 
was noted for our area,” says Munro. 
“It all seems to be going to the Lower 
Mainland and the Okanagan.”

submitted
Provincial Forest Safety Ombudsman 

Roger Harris has released his second 
report, No Longer the Road Less Travelled, 
calling for significant changes to enhance 
safety and protect the lives of the workers 
and public who use resource roads. The 
report is the result of the first independent, 
comprehensive review of resource roads in 
BC. Harris says addressing safety issues 
is a shared responsibility that will require 
shared government and industry support.

The report comes after five of the 
12 fatalities in the forest sector in 2007 
occurred on resource roads. The majority 
of calls to the Ombudsman’s office involve 
issues surrounding resource roads, which 
have become a complex off-highway 
network with users from various sectors 
and communities. This increase in use and 
the lack of clarity over who is responsible 
for the roads has led to considerable safety 
challenges and issues requiring attention.

 “One out of every four fatalities in 
the forest sector is a truck driver,” says 
Harris. “The death of one of those drivers, 
Joseph Leroux, led to a coroner’s inquest 
last year which highlighted many problems 
surrounding resource roads. BC’s auditor 
general is also now calling for safety 
improvements.”

Changes urged for provincial resource roads
Harris notes that with 400,000 

kilometers of resource roads in the 
province, looking to a single regime to 
deal with road issues is unrealistic. One 
of Harris’ key recommendations is to 
create Road Safety Management Groups 
(RSMG) or bodies of stakeholders who 
are responsible for managing a specific 
resource road network.

These groups would include 
representatives from appropriate industries, 
government ministries and the public. The 
RSMG would jointly make decisions 
and implement all actions concerning 
road safety issues including design, 
construction, maintenance, safe driving 
practices, signage, driver education and 
allocation of resources.

Harris is calling for a new public 
highway designation for resource roads 
that serve as primary or secondary access 
routes to communities in BC, with clearly 
defined standards for construction, 
maintenance, safety and enforcement. 
He also recommends that truck drivers be 
certified and that the certification extend 
to people who drive pickup trucks, ATVs 
and four wheel drive vehicles.

For more information about the BC 
Forest Safety Ombudsman and his report 
visit www.bcforestsafe.org.

Gary Gilbert, aka Dr. Fun, rocked the Silverton Memorial Hall for the 16th and last time on February 2. More coverage on page 10.
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CALL FOR EXPRESSIONS 
OF INTEREST

The West Kootenay Women’s 
Association is seeking expressions 
of interest from women interested 
in being funded to write a funding 
proposal for a documentary film/
media mentorship and training 
program. The subject will be WKWA’s 
history and vision for the future. 
Knowledge of appropriate funding 
agencies and their requirements 
essential, as is a demonstrated 
background in the film industry.

Founded in 1974, WKWA promotes 
equitable treatment of women and 
enhances public awareness of 
feminism.

Closing date for submissions is 
February 24, 2008. For further 
information, direct queries to West 
Kootenay Women’s Association, 
420 Mill Street, Nelson, BC V1L 4R9 
(250) 352-9916

by Art Joyce
About 50 people gathered at the 

Nelson Library Saturday February 
2 to hear speakers discuss concerns 
on energy privatization in BC. The 
Council of Canadians hosted similar 
events across the country to press the 
federal government for a national 
energy strategy. The West Kootenay 
EcoSociety co-sponsored the event. 

Nelson-Creston MLA Corky 
Evans spoke about the history of 
energy production in the West 
Kootenay and his concern over the 
provincial government’s current shift 
toward energy privatization. 

Mike Bruce of COPE 378 
(Coalition of Progressive Electors) 
addressed the issue of the BC 
government’s 2002 Energy Plan 
and ‘run of the river’ hydro projects. 
Bruce said the ideology that is pushing 
the Liberals toward privatization 
is driving the government to 
create the general impression of 
a looming energy crisis, when in 
fact BC is a net exporter of energy. 
Bruce also spoke of the social and 
environmental impacts of run of the 
river, particularly at Pitt River and 
other sites in the Lower Mainland, 
adding that the cumulative impacts 

of these projects is not being properly 
studied.

Lee-Ann Unger of the West 
Kootenay EcoSociety noted in her 
presentation that the only three 
years in recent history we’ve had 
to import energy in BC were due 
to low water levels. The provincial 
government is able to buy energy 
on the international market and store 
surplus domestic production, trading 
the surplus when rates are high. 

Unger said that despite the 

government’s rhetoric about the 
EAO (Environmental Assessment 
Office) assessing each project for 
environmental impacts, there is 
still no overall study being done of 
province-wide cumulative impact. 
Her presentation focused on run 
of the river projects in general 
and the Glacier/Howser project in 
particular. 

“These projects produce very, very 
few benefits to local communities. By 
that I mean they produce very few 

long-term jobs or financial benefits. 
For example in Meadow Creek we 
have yet to see how that community 
will be benefited by the Glacier/
Howser project.”

Kayakers from the Endangered 
Creek Expedition were present, 
represented by Carl Jacks, who 
presented images from a recent kayak 
trip on Glacier Creek. The intention 
of the expedition is to slow down the 
review process of hydro projects by 
demonstrating that it’s still a navigable 

body of water for recreationists. 
Protection of environmental values is 
the kayakers’ paramount goal.

A question and answer period 
followed each presentation, with 
the audience actively engaged in the 
discussion. The 30-minute film 49 
Megawatts was shown afterward. 
Director Bryan Smith examines the 
issue of run of the river projects, 
and in particular the Ashlu River 
hydro project, from a kayaker’s 
perspective. 

EcoSociety hosts day of action for energy strategy 

submitted
BC Hydro has released the first 

phase of its two-phase Bioenergy Call 
for Power with a request for proposals 
that will utilize forest-based biomass, 
including sawmill residues, logging 
debris and other residual wood for 
power production.

The first phase is a competitive 
request for proposals, open to projects 
that are immediately viable and 
do not need new tenure from the 
Ministry of Forests and Range, with 
a goal of having electricity purchase 
agreements signed by fall of 2008. 
The second phase will be launched by 
July 2008, after the ongoing biomass 
inventory and forest tenure analysis is 
completed by the Ministry of Forests 
and Range.

The call for proposals is part 
of the provincial government’s BC 
Bioenergy Strategy, which was 
created to help BC reach the goal of 
becoming electricity self-sufficient by 
2016. The strategy is also designed to 
meet targets of zero net greenhouse 
gas emissions from energy generation 
projects and increased use of biofuels 
in diesel and gasoline. BC contains 
half of Canada’s entire biomass 
electricity-generating capacity and 
leads the country in biomass energy 

BC Bioenergy Strategy calls for innovative made-in-BC technologies
production – enough to power 640,000 
households.

“There is an abundance of 
bioenergy opportunities,” said 
Campbell, “such as using biomass 
created out of the mountain pine beetle 
outbreak that can stimulate investment 
and economic diversification while 
producing clean energy.”

The Province will seek legislative 
approval for $25 million in funding 
to establish a provincial bioenergy 
network for greater investment and 
innovation in BC bioenergy projects 
and technologies. An additional $10 
million will also be sought for funding 
biodiesel production. 

The bioenergy network will 
encourage pilot and demonstration 
projects  with industr ies  and 
communities in key biomass resource 
areas. It will support research into 
socially and environmentally 
responsible dedicated energy crop 
production. Biofuels such as cellulosic 
will be developed along with world-
class, made-in-BC bioenergy research 
and technology expertise. This 
will include the creation of at least 
one academic leadership chair in 
bioenergy.

Specific targets for the BC 
Bioenergy Strategy include meeting 

50 percent or more of BC’s renewable 
fuel requirements by 2020 with 
biofuels produced in the province, 
establishing one of Canada’s most 
comprehensive biomass inventories to 
create waste-to-energy opportunities, 
and at least 10 community energy 
projects that convert local biomass 
into energy by 2020. 

The strategy will help facilitate 
the closure of beehive burners to 

divert the waste stream for energy 
production and support production of 
anaerobic digestion bioenergy in the 
agricultural industry. The Province 
will also work with industry to 
develop new fine particulate standards 
for industrial boilers to improve air 
quality.

For more information on the new 
BC Bioenergy Strategy, visit www.
energyplan.gov.bc.ca/bioenergy.

In the January 31 issue article, 
‘Rural representation lost in 
proposed new electoral boundaries,’ 
New Denver Mayor Gary Wright 
notes that his statement was only 
partially quoted. Wright spoke of the 
electoral commission’s need to take 
another look at the Columbia River-
Revelstoke riding, a “huge area” 
that is “horribly over-represented.” 
The mayor says the final part of his 
statement was, “and that’s okay.”

“Over-representation is all 
right because in trying to meet the 
variance targets for population, the 
commission has sent three other 
ridings out of whack,” he says. 
Wright would prefer to see Columbia 
River-Revelstoke over-represented 
than have the region lose one of 
its current four MLAs under the 
proposed new South/East/West 
Kootenay electoral boundaries. 

CLARIFICATION

by Jan McMurray
I n  e f f o r t s  t o  p r e v e n t  a 

slaughterhouse from being built in 
their backyard, residents of Lemon 
Creek have decided to pursue 
purchasing the site that has been 
proposed for the facility.

Elisabeth von Ah, Lemon 
Creek resident, reported that many 
members of the community got 
together recently to discuss the 

Lemon Creek residents take action 
against slaughterhouse location

slaughterhouse issue. Although they 
are not against the project, she says 
they most certainly are against the 
proposed Lemon Creek location. 
They feel the facility belongs in 
an industrial area rather than in a 
recreational and tourism area.

She says there is “sound 
conviction” within the community to 
purchase the land, with the intention 
of placing it into a conservation 
trust.

submitted
If you were stirred out of 

complacent slumber when you 
saw Al Gore’s An Inconvenient 
Truth, get ready to sit bolt upright 
for Maude Barlow, who has a few 
jarring truths of her own concerning 
the commodification of the world’s 
water, or “blue gold” as she calls it.

Barlow, who will speak in 
Castlegar this Wednesday, March 
5 at 7 pm at the Brilliant Cultural 
Centre about water security in the 
Kootenays, is the chair of the Council 
of Canadians, the country’s largest 
citizens’ advocacy group, and a 
co-founder of the Blue Planet, an 
organization devoted to stopping 
the commodification of life’s most 
precious substance.

While in Castlegar, Barlow 
is expected to argue how global 
and local forces threaten the right 
of Kootenay residents to manage 
their own water sources. She is 
also expected to talk about the 
threat of the Security and Prosperity 
Partnership (SPP) agreement, U.S.-
Canada politics and the interests of 

Maude Barlow to speak in Castlegar
international corporations on our 
most necessary resource.

Tickets are $10 each and are 
available at all Selkirk College 
campuses as well as at Otter Books 
in Nelson. For more information, 
visit Selkirk.ca.

Maude Barlow speaks at the Brilliant 
Cultural Centre, March 5.
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Computer 
Problem?

Call Ron at the Old Grey Barn 
250-265-2163

CALL FOR PROJECT SUBMISSIONS
Columbia Basin Trust

Community Initiatives & Affected Areas
Funding Programs

The Regional District of Central Kootenay is now accepting proposals 
for funding consideration from the Community Initiatives & Affected 
Areas programs sponsored by the Columbia Basin Trust. Funding for 
2008 is to be used for new initiatives or the enhancement of existing 
programs and is open to all non-profit/not-for-profit community 
groups.

Application forms are available at the Regional District of Central 
Kootenay main office, at all member municipal offices, or can be 
downloaded from our website at www.rdck.bc.ca/corporate/grants/
cbt.html.

Deadline for submissions is 4:30 p.m. PST on March 19, 2008.

Completed Applications must be submitted to:

 Community Initiatives & Affected Areas Program
 Attn: Trish Gerald
 Box 590, 202 Lakeside Drive
 Nelson, BC V1L 5R4
 or by Fax: (250) 352-9300

   For more information, please contact Trish Gerald:
1-800-268-7325        tgerald@rdck.bc.ca

Support the Valley Voice with 
a voluntary subscription

only $10-$30 

• New & Used Music
• Used Books
• We buy, sell and trade

Thousands of Books & CDs

Packrat annie’s
411 Kootenay St. nelson 354-4722

by Art Joyce
The controversial FSA (Foundational 

Skills Assessment) testing was the topic 
of a debate between representatives of 
the District Parent Advisory Council 
(DPAC), the Creston Valley Teachers’ 
Association, the Nelson District 
Teachers’ Association, and parents 
from Nelson and Creston on the evening 
of January 28. Only a few parents 
showed up.

The BCTF is opposed to the 
FSA, which it sees as a step toward 
standardized testing and potentially 
even ranking of public schools. The 
forum was hosted by DPAC Chair 
Susan Wilson, whose organization 
holds no position but wished to facilitate 
discussion. 

The FSA is an annual province-wide 
assessment conducted with grades 4 
and 7 students. The test is designed to 
assess how well students are learning 
‘foundation’ skills such as reading 
comprehension, writing, and numeracy. 
The BC Ministry of Education calls this 
information a “snapshot” of student 
achievement that “should be considered 
along with a wide variety of other 
information collected by districts and 
schools.”

Wilson said as far as she knew, 
students can only opt out of FSA testing 
if they are special needs kids with an 
Individualized Education Program 
(IEP). Becky Blair, president of Creston 
Valley Teachers’ Association, disagreed. 
Under the School Act, she said, parents 
have the right to opt out of any aspect 
of instruction they find objectionable for 
their children. 

Speaking on behalf of local teachers 
was Tom Newell, president of the 
Nelson District Teachers’ Association. 
Newell said trying to assess skills with 
a standardized test was “to some extent, 
comparing apples to oranges,” and is 
unfair to students. Newell referred to 
brain research showing the differing 
rates at which boys and girls acquire 
skills. He also noted that preparation for 
the FSA is left to teachers’ discretion, 
but requires up to two weeks of study 
– time taken away from the regular 
curriculum.

“It’s a point well taken that any kind 
of test that’s an absolute may in fact not 
be accurate. It may actually create a 
barrier for kids who don’t do well.”

Patricia Dooley, SD#8’s Director of 
Achievement, said that finding one of 
the 600 FSA tests done each year that’s 
inaccurate doesn’t mean the other 599 
will be. She noted that 50 teachers in 
the district were trained in administering 
the FSA at a workshop in November. 
Dooley sees nothing wrong with having 
performance standards that measure 
whether school curriculum is effectively 
delivered.

“All of us who work for the Province 
are here to put in place the policies our 
ministry institutes. There’s nothing in 

these new tools that would put the child 
at a disadvantage,” said Dooley.

Blair made it clear that the BC 
Teachers’ Federation (BCTF) does not 
support FSA testing and would prefer 
randomly selected, anonymous testing 
such as the international model currently 
used to compare different countries’ 
educational systems. The BCTF objects 
to FSA testing data being used by 
conservative policy groups like the 
Fraser Institute to ‘rank’ schools in the 
media. A similar ranking system is used 
in the US education system. ‘Failing’ 
schools are penalized by cutting funding, 
reinforcing the cycle of ‘failure’ that can 

lead to elimination of these schools. 
A voucher system supporting private 
schools is then created, ensuring the rich 
have access to quality education while 
the poor do not. Newell also expressed 
concern over this possibility.

“These tests are being misused and 
the data is being misused,” says Blair. 
“They are markers of social strata, and 
typically the private schools are ranked 
highest.”

Blair said this can lead to a self-
perpetuating cycle wherein teachers feel 
they must educate students to pass the 
FSA rather than tailoring instruction to 
suit local and individual needs. Finland, 

which consistently emerges at the top of 
international educational assessments, 
uses no standardized testing.

“Finland says to its teachers, you’re 
a qualified professional, you decide 
what you need for the kids,” says Blair. 
“There needs to be one program for 
kids in Creston and a different one for 
Grand Forks.”

Wilson fel t  i t  was a  “big 
misconception that the BC education 
ministry was just funneling testing 
information to the Fraser Institute,” 
but acknowledged that the data is 
easily obtainable through Freedom 
of Information requests. She believes 

Controversial FSA testing in public schools debated in district forum
there is no comparison between the US 
educational funding model of vouchering 
and BC’s formula of funding school 
districts based on student population and 
a set dollar amount per student. 

Despite the disagreement, the forum 
wrapped up on some points of common 
ground. 

“I would be pleased to join with the 
union at any time to protest the misuse of 
testing results,” said Dooley. “And I’m 
quite prepared to talk about random test 
samplings.”

by Jan McMurray
At the annual Sinixt Nation 

update meeting in New Denver on 
January 30, Sinixt spokesperson 
Marilyn James told the small group 
of people attending that mountain 
caribou and education would be 
two of the nation’s main focuses in 
2008.

James says the nation is working 
on challenging both the provincial and 
federal governments for mismanaging 
mountain caribou recovery. She 
said the latest information they 
had received on the government’s 
mountain caribou recovery plan was 
that “they are not even going to try 
to save the southern herds” because 
there are so few animals left in this 
area of the province. She also said 
that First Nations consultation was 
not being done “on any level for any 
of this.” 

“So we are wanting to challenge 
the mismanagement of this species 
at risk and maybe file an injunction,” 
she said. 

James reported that the Sinixt Frog 
Mountain Story has been posted on 
the Kids for Caribou website (www.
kidsforcaribou.org) and that she wrote 
a Sinixt story that was published in an 
anthology called The Purcell Suite, 

edited by K. Linda Kivi, and published 
by Nelson based Maa Press.

James was also involved in a 
project to integrate authentic aboriginal 
content into the K-10 curriculum in BC 
schools. Shared Learnings: Integrating 
BC Aboriginal Content K-10 is a 
guide for teachers, with lesson plans, 
to help promote the understanding of 
First Nations people among students. 
The guide is posted on the School 
District No. 79 website (www.sd79.
bc.ca). James also said that there are 
efforts to bring more First Nations 
content into the programs offered 
at the Mir Peace Centre at Selkirk 
College in Castlegar.

James reported that they have 
formed a Sinixt Society, with two 
streams of membership – associate 
and tribal. Associate memberships are 
available to anyone who agrees to care 
for the land to the seventh generation. 
There are no dues.

In order to overturn the nation’s 
extinct status, James reported that 

Indian and Northern Affairs Canada 
has indicated that members of the 
nation must prove their blood lineage 
to the people who lived on the Oatscott 
Reserve. “We are in the process of 
running down all kinds of strings of 
genealogy to those people and we will 
probably embark on another act of 
litigation,” said James. The Oatscott 
Reserve was established in 1902 just 
north of Needles on the Arrow Lakes. 
When the last Sinixt woman on the 
reserve died in 1956, the nation was 
declared extinct.

An upcoming event that James 
will host is an Indigenous Food 
Sovereignty Outreach meeting at 
Mary Hall in Nelson on March 6.

BUYERS OF CEDAR 
& PINE POLES

Mike Casey  cell   344-8477
Offering planning, management 
and sales for Woodlot Licences 

and Private Land Owners.

P.O. Box 4, 
Brisco, B.C. V0A 1B0

Phone (250) 346-3315
Fax (250) 346-3218

TOLL FREE 1-866-346-3315

WOOD PRESERVERS LTD.

Sinixt Nation provides annual update in New Denver
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Why live 
in the West 
Kootenays?

Those in favour of sacrificing 
the well-being of the environment 
and all living beings for profit or 
so-called progress, please consider 
this question: Why live in the West 
Kootenays?

Earth is sacred and we are part 
of it.

Ty Klassen
Project Red Cloud

Vallican

Clarification 
from Nakusp

I would like to clarify a statement 
that I made at the Nakusp Sports 
Complex public meeting on February 
6. The Rotary Club of Nakusp 
& Area has indeed designated 
the revitalization of the Nakusp 
Auditorium as one of their major 
projects for the next several years, 
but they are also still behind the 
Arrowtarian Society while Phase 4 
is being built and more fundraising 
takes place.

Beth McLeod
Cultural Conference Centre 

Committee of the Cultural 
Community of Nakusp & Area 

Society

Slaughterhouse 
belongs in 
industrial area

“Oh you want directions to 
Kokanee Park? Yeah, you just turn 
off at the slaughterhouse.” Give me 
a break. This facility does not belong 
in anybody’s backyard. It belongs in 
an industrial area.

Andre Schepkowski
Lemon Creek

Slaughterhouse 
concerns

We are deeply concerned with 
the placement of the slaughterhouse 
in Lemon Creek. 

We chose to live rurally in the 
Slocan Valley for many reasons, 
some being: clean water, air, and 
minimal noise pollution. We believe 
that placing a factory operation in 
any rural setting undermines people’s 
choices to live in a peaceful, natural 
environment. We would be relieved 
to see the slaughterhouse placed in 
an already industrialized area.

There is less opposition in the 
rural settings, as there are fewer 
voices, but we are all affected. We 
all share this land. There is plenty of 
usable polluted land out there. Let’s 
keep nature a sanctuary.

the Moore family
Lemon Creek

Mackle’s stand 
on KDCFS 
newsletter

In a Kaslo and District Community 
Forest Society newsletter published 
in the January 31 Valley Voice there 
are five inflammatory statements 
where previous boards are made out 
to be the bad guys.

A s  a  b o a r d  m e m b e r  I 
emphatically stated that we should 
put the past behind us and assume 
a leadership role by not playing the 
blame game.

I stated that we should get 
on with managing the society as 
efficiently as possible for the benefit 
of the community.

I asked that if the board persisted 
in leaving the inflammatory 
statements in the newsletter that 
either my name be left off the 
advertorial or a disclaimer be placed 
beside my name.

As my name was included in the 
list of the board of directors I want 
to make it clear that I do not support 
those five inflammatory statements 
in the newsletter.

Patrick Mackle
Kaslo

Weighs in on cell 
phone debate

With all the debate on the pros 
and cons of cell phones in the Slocan 
Valley, I wonder if anyone has 
considered this. 

O n  a  w i n d i n g ,  n a r r o w 
highway such as Hwy 6, where the 
overabundance of large, commercial 
transport vehicles year-round and 
ever increasing tourist traffic in the 
summer make driving a risky enough 
proposition as it is, do we really want 
to up the risk factor by having drivers 
screaming through the S-bends with 
one hand on the wheel and the other 
clutching a cell phone? 

As cell phones become more 
popular and become a coveted item 
that “you just can’t live without,” 
more and more people will be using 
them, and using them while driving. 
Wherever there is cell service, such as 

Nelson, Castlegar, and surrounding 
area, I’ve noticed an increase in the 
habit of using a mobile phone while 
operating a motor vehicle.

Trying to enforce a ban on this 
practice is not practical because 
people will do it anyway; it’s just too 
easy to get away with. 

This is not a scenario that I look 
forward to anywhere on Hwy 6.

Jon Burden
Lemon Creek

Corporate 
confuse-speak 

So Telus will go ahead with 
the cell tower in total opposition 
to the wishes of so many in this 
community?

For those who support the 
service, and cheer them on, I’ll say 
this. Heads up! Next time it might 
be something that you disagree with. 
This is an example of unbelievable 
corporate arrogance. What right 
has any corporation to overrule a 
community and its stated wishes? 

If Telus wants to give service 
that satisfies the concerns of those 
who oppose cell phones, and also 
satisfy the needs of those who want 
cell coverage, then the tower should 
logically be built on the top of Idaho 
Peak. This way the health concerns 
of those affected are minimized, and 
the wishes for emergency coverage 
for all realized.

The present siting of the tower 
in the middle of the village serves 
neither party. Nor does it serve much 
purpose.

The radius of the proposed cell 
phone coverage is small – maybe 
five kilometres. It will not give 
coverage to any location that is 
not visible from the tower. It will 
not give coverage to anyone at a 
distance from the tower. As far as 
emergency use is concerned, any 
accident outside the village probably 
will be outside the cell phone range. 
Accidents in the backcountry are 
simply not covered. The claim that it 
will help emergency coverage is just 
corporate confuse-speak.

Cell phone ‘coverage’ for New 
Denver is not, and never was, on 
the agenda for Telus. The reason for 
placing the cell tower in the village 
is purely economic and corporate, 
in that it costs them nothing to erect 
it, and places the village on the 
map, so to speak (as a little coloured 
‘coverage’ dot).

John Fraser
New Denver

Cell phones not 
hazardous

I would like to comment on a 
letter concerning cell phones in the 
January 31 paper.

This is not just to the writer of 
the letter, but to all the people that 
think along the same line.

There may be potential problems 
with cell phones, as with every other 
piece of electronic equipment.

Quote from the letter: “Over 
100 scientists and researchers from 
the Harvard and Boston University 
School of Public Health have called 
cell towers ‘a radiation hazard.’ ”

Why was there no mention 
that the other 5 million scientists 
and researchers say that it is not so 
dangerous and that they all agree 
that a TV set is more than twice as 
dangerous as a cell phone. I bet you 
have a TV in your house, and I would 
also bet that your children watch TV 
at home. Shame on you for trying to 
nuke your children. There should be 
a law about that kind of abuse.

The way that the modern day 
youth uses the cell phone, I am 
amazed that they are not dropping 
dead on the streets. In less than one 
hour, some students text message 
and talk to their friends more than 
10 times. How is it that these people 
can still function?

If you have a TV in your house 
and from time to time you watch 
it, then please refrain from writing 
letters to the paper with comments 
about something you know nothing 
about. Ignore the bigger problem of 
your TV and focus on the smaller 
problem of cell phones. Like all the 
people that are against logging and 
cutting a tree down, but they live in 
a house that is built mainly of wood 
and most likely burn wood for heat. 

Join the 21st century.
Don Morehouse

Nakusp

Lemon Creek 
unsuitable for 
slaughterhouse

I am a local Lemon Creek 
resident and property owner and I 
want to address my concerns with the 
abattoir proposal for Lemon Creek.  

Three years ago, I moved here 
to start a life together with my 
boyfriend. The clean air and water 
were only two of the many reasons 
why I saw this area to be a gem, and 
I knew within the first moment I 
came to Lemon Creek, I had found 
my home.  

Recently, we were married on 
our property and we welcomed our 
friends and family in our celebration. 
The Lemon Creek Lodge was a hot 
spot for all of the out-of-towners 
and our surrounding community 
came together in support. In an 
event of that nature, you realize the 
importance of a community and I 
couldn’t have hand-picked a better 
one than the people of the Slocan 
Valley.

With research in an attempt to 
educate myself, I’ve found the idea 
of an abattoir less then 400 metres 
away from my back door (Google 
Earth is a great tool) still frightens 
me. I did not move here with the 
intention to raise my children near 
a slaughterhouse or an incinerator. I 
am sure you can understand. Lemon 
Creek – a gateway to Kokanee 

Glacier Park and Valhalla Provincial 
Park; the home of over 20 families 
with two campgrounds, an RV park, 
a Lodge and a restaurant – all within 
one mile from the proposed site. It 
just doesn’t fit.

I suggest that we, as a community 
that supports local meat producers, 
come up with a better solution. 
In order to come to a solution 
we need honest facts and good 
communication from the proponents 
of this co-op. There is lots of crown 
land in the West Kootenays that is 
zoned for industrial use and I feel 
as though we need to look deeper 
into these possibilities. We need a 
new location that can support the 
supply and demand, a new location 
that has the potential for growth, a 
new location that is not in anyone’s 
backyard. Lets do this right the first 
time.

Courtney Hulbert
Lemon Creek

Some questions 
for RARTS

I have some serious questions 
for the people running the Vallican 
Whole building.

In your article last issue, the 
board members of RARTS (the 
group running the building) stated 
clearly that they are being “prevented 
from fulfilling the society’s mandate” 
and that somehow this is the school’s 
fault. My first question is: how 
have they managed to fulfill this 
mandate for the past 35 years since 
the school has ALWAYS been in this 
building?

If people are approaching these 
board members and saying things 
like “Great, I can teach music there 
again,” how on earth did they ever 
teach music there in the first place 
since the school has ALWAYS been 
in this building? Moreover, why are 
they not being encouraged to teach 
music in this space now, as they so 
obviously found this enjoyable in 
the past? 

So what is stopping people from 
coming? The school has not acquired 
more “stuff.” In fact, I personally 
have heard Joanne Ellis joke that 
some of the furniture being used 
now dates back to the days when she 
was a parent in the school. As well, 
Ellis’ claim that the building is only 
available to the community one day 
a month is ludicrous. RARTS board 
meetings are held there once a month 
while the building continues to host 
FLIKS movies every two weeks and 
other community events as well. 
The school occupies the building 
four days a week for most of the 
nine and half months it is in session. 
Yep folks, daytime Monday to 
Thursday with an occasional Friday 
the outdoor program is hosted here. 
Leaving evenings and three days on 
the weekend, there is a lot of down 
time for other community groups to 
find their spot.

continued on page 5
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The bottom line is the Vallican 
Whole was built with an unalterable 
public access provision and the 
school has every right to remain in its 
home. School parents were a strong 
motivational force in this building 
ever being built in the first place. It 
was always the vision of this building 
to be a home for the school as well 
as a community centre and I see no 
reason why this should ever change. 
We won’t just walk away from our 
home. Would you?

Jane Medlar
Whole School parent and 
lifetime RARTS member

continued from page 4

Whole School 
and RARTS can 
work it out

The Vallican Whole School has 
been in a common law relationship 
with RARTS for many years. The 
RARTS name may be on the title of 
the land where the centre is situated, 
but the two societies have kept each 
other going for 35 years.

In the beginning RARTS 
(Rural Alternative Research and 
Training Society) and WKERS 
(West Kootenay Education Resource 
Society) were one and the same 
group of people - you could not tell 
the two organizations apart. They 
kept themselves separate in the 
public eye because of grants given 
to RARTS that were controversial. 
Many people were very mad at the 
Liberal government of the times for 
giving ‘the hippies in the valley’ 
(RARTS) grant money.

After the grant money ran out, all 
that was built was a foundation and 
this became known as ‘The Hole.’ 
Many of the valley’s ‘hippie’ children 
were homeschooling because of 
unkindness that was directed at 
them at public school. One of the 
founders of WKERS approached the 
homeschooling families and asked 
them if they would be willing to 
start building the community centre 
to house all of the children who 
were homeschooling. Thus began a 
massive fundraising and community 
effort to get the building constructed. 
Many people came to build the 
Vallican Whole. Maybe not all of 
them were aware that they were also 
building a home for the school, but 
RARTS certainly was. As soon as 
the centre was finished the school 
moved in. 

One of the Whole School’s 
founding members, Marcia Braundy, 
wrote a paper entitled Intervening 
in the social construct, curriculum 
as change agent (http://www.men-
women-tools.ca/herstory1.htm). 
In the section titled ‘Interactive 
Communication,’ it is very clear and 
evident that this building was the 
home of the school. She describes 
how she came to the valley and how 
they “opened the Slocan Valley 
Free School, which soon became, 
and remains, twenty-eight years 
later, [now 35 years] The Vallican 
Whole School, named after the 
Community Centre built to house 
both the school and other community 
events.” In another part of her article 
she explains how the building was 
designed with movable classrooms 
in mind (http://www.men-women-
tools.ca/portfolio/constructphotos.
htm). This leaves no doubt in my 
mind that this is the school’s home. 

I have been involved in the Whole 
School for the past 12 years. In these 
years I have seen a community centre 

that is alive and full of life, filled 
with the laughter of children for nine 
months out of the year.

It seems to me that the children 
who attend the school are being 
forgotten about. The children love 
their school and the building; it is 
like a second home to them and 
offers them a sense of security that 
is hard to beat. They do not want 
to leave their school house. I am 
sure for the sake of the children that 
the two groups can work out some 
arrangements that would be mutually 
suitable. Where there is a problem 
there are always many solutions.

As far as I am concerned, the 
RARTS board holds the building 
in trust for the whole community. 
We are a part of that community, 
and provide a valuable community 
function, in this building, to the 
betterment of our children and the 
community at large. I would ask 
them to reconsider this decision 
and enter into a meaningful and 
respectful dialogue with the school.

Chris Berger
Winlaw

Slaughterhouse 
not wanted in 
Lemon Creek

We are residents of the Slocan 
Valley, West Kootenays, BC and 
own a 22-acre property in Lemon 
Creek area.

The residents of the Village of 
Slocan just rejected a proposal to 
build a slaughterhouse near their 
Village boundary. Now it came to 
our attention that the co-op behind 
this action made another proposal 
to the Regional District of Central 
Kootenay to establish this facility at 
Lemon Creek on a piece of land close 
to our property.

There has been no consultation 
with any of the residents. Talking 
to our neighbours we know that 
the large majority of Lemon Creek 
residents do not want this facility in 
our area.

We are located in the angle south 
of Lemon Creek and Slocan River 
and get our water from underground 
streams fed by Lemon Creek. We 
are deeply concerned about our 
water quality if the slaughterhouse 
becomes reality, not to mention 
the impact it will have on air and 
soil quality and through increased 
traffic.

We operate a business in tourism. 
Our visitors come from Europe, 
Canada and the US. The rent they 
pay is the smallest part of their 
budget. They leave much more 
money in local stores, restaurants, 
gas stations. They all come to enjoy 
the natural beauty here, many of 
them year after year. But who will 
choose a vacation destination next to 
a slaughterhouse? Where water and 
air most likely will be polluted?

This slaughter plant will not only 
negatively impact our life quality but 
will also lead to a severe drawback 
in our business and income. And this 
applies to other tourism operations 
as well.

Slocan Valley has so much to 
offer: entrance into Valhalla and 
Kokanee Glacier Parks, our Rail 
Trail, Slocan Lake and Slocan River. 
And hopefully pretty soon Perry 
Ridge Ecological Reserve added to 
Valhalla Park. Here is the future for 
the valley. BC Tourism’s brochures 
call the Slocan Valley “Shangri La 
of BC” and promote it as a unique 
vacation destination. To build a 

slaughterhouse in the heart of it is 
totally counterproductive and the 
first step to destroying the valley’s 
very special character. Going along 
with it will divide Slocan Valley. 
Upper Slocan Valley will prosper of 
eco tourism, our lower Slocan Valley, 
alas, will lose attraction for visitors.

All residents, including the 
local farmers and slaughterhouse 
committee members, will benefit 
from keeping the Slocan Valley 
very special. Being owners of large 
properties themselves they should 
know that protection of the valley’s 
natural beauty is a wise investment 
for the future. In terms of property 
value it will pay off much more than 
some short-term money they might 
make with an industrial facility.

To have a slaughter facility 
conveniently close to some local 
farms does not justify the negative 
impacts it has for many more 
residents and businesses.

Especially as there is an 
alternative which fulfills all needs 
of an abattoir: 1. Three-phased 
power, 2. An adequate water supply, 
3. Proper soil conditions for drain 
fields and composting facilities, 4. 
An industrial location. Consider for 
a location, the Columbia Basin Trust 
land at the Brilliant dam, power, 
water, excellent drainage, and an 
industrial location. The Co-op and 
CBT in partnership.

We urge everybody involved 
to prevent this slaughter plant from 
being built here. Lemon Creek is not 
an appropriate location.

Elisabeth von Ah and 
Michael Mardner

Lemon Creek

Border 
problems

I am writing in response to the 
two hapless travellers who were 
recently refused entry to the US. I, 
too, have been having more and more 
difficulty crossing the border over 
the last two years. 

I have no criminal record in 
Canada, but unfortunately was 
arrested while peacefully protesting 
a meeting of the International 
Monetary Fund in Washington, DC, 
in 2000. I was a resident of the US at 
that time, and had no trouble crossing 
the border for six years after my arrest 
for this misdemeanor. Suddenly, last 
year, every time I crossed the border, 
I was questioned aggressively about 
my role in this protest, while all of 
my belongings would be thoroughly 
searched. I wasn’t surprised about 
this behaviour – I have actually come 
to expect it of the US government in 
this time of heightened ‘security’ and 
loss of people’s rights in the name of 
the War on Terror.

But last December, as I was on a 
train crossing the border into Canada 
at Niagara Falls, I encountered 
an entirely new situation. As we 
approached the Canadian border, the 
train was stopped and US customs 
officials boarded the train for what 
was called an ‘exit search.’ I had 
never heard of people being searched 
or questioned by US customs on their 
way OUT of the US.

The customs officers did a cursory 
check of everybody’s passports, 
but when they came to me, I was 
thoroughly searched and questioned 
for one hour before they let the train 
continue to the Canadian side of the 
border. When the Canadian customs 
officials boarded the train, they 
told me to bring all of my baggage 

to an empty car for questioning. 
Once again I held the train up for 
one hour, while they interrogated 
me about every aspect of my life. 
What could be more benign than 
someone travelling home to see 
their parents on Christmas vacation? 
Apparently my story seemed to 
lack credibility. My bag was taken 
off the train and into the customs 
building, to be tested for drugs or 
bombs, I don’t know which. I was 
questioned extensively about my role 
in the protest in 2000. The part that 
made me the most angry was when 
the customs agent read my diary 
cover to cover, stopping every few 
pages to bark questions at me such 
as, “Do you have a substance abuse 
problem? Do you have problems 
with depression? Do you have 
mental health problems?” I answered 
no to all of those questions, while I 
was thinking that even if I answered 
yes to any of the questions, why 
would it be their business?  What 
factor could it play into whether or 
not they decided to let me into my 
own country?

I am a Canadian citizen with 
no criminal record in Canada, and 
only a record in the US because I 
was legally protesting along with 
1,000 other students and concerned 
citizens. Eventually, I was allowed to 
stay on the train and enter Canada. I 
was quite shaken, forgetting that I am 
a Canadian citizen and couldn’t be 
refused entry to my own country.

When I recently heard about the 
moves being made towards the SPP, 
I was very concerned indeed. Such 
partnership with the US would only 
increase such infringements of rights 
at the border for both Canadian and 
US citizens. I feel that I have been 
targeted because of my political 
beliefs, and if the Security and 
Prosperity Partnership is allowed to 
go through, I can only expect more 
of the same every time I attempt to 
cross the border.  

Holding a belief that is not 
concurrent with that of the US 
government appears to have put me 
on a list, and that list is continuing 
to grow. Many other law-abiding 
citizens can expect much the same 
treatment in the future.   

Sarah Burns
Slocan

Slaughterhouse 
is cause for 
concern

In an article recently published in 
a local newspaper, Kenyon McGee 
of the Slocan Valley Abattoir Co-
operative (SVAC) is quoted as saying 
residents of Slocan were opposed to 
the location of an abattoir adjacent 
to their village “based on a lack 
of knowledge” and made up their 
mind “before they knew anything.” 
He says a new location is being 
considered, but won’t say where out 
of fear of prompting of what he calls 
“uneducated opposition.”

I live in Slocan and attended 
every meeting of Slocan council and 
both public meetings where this issue 
of the abattoir was discussed. I was 
at council when MLA Corky Evans 
urged council to take up the proposal. 
I was at council when villagers 
presented a 123-name petition 
opposing the venture. Councillors 
reported that after a door-to-door 
survey, villagers oppose the plan on 
average of 3 to 1. Why?

At the time the plan was first 
proposed there was support. We need 

local business. Councillors visited 
a facility on Vancouver Island last 
September and reported back that 
it was a small clean backyard type 
operation that would slaughter a 
small volume of local domestic and 
wild meat. There was talk of it being 
run as a P3. 

Villagers subsequently learned 
that council had purchased a 3.9-acre 
parcel for $75,000 one block from the 
southern boundary of town. Council 
was committed to seeking more 
government funding for the project. 
Instead of a small operation SVAC 
plans showed it was a 14,000-square-
foot facility designed to serve a 
catchment area extending from 
Revelstoke south down the Kootenay 
Lake and the Slocan Valley to Trail 
and Salmo. SVAC expected council to 
apply for grants on their behalf.

The amount of livestock to be 
processed according to SVAC’s 
own figures was a maximum daily 
volume of red meat animals of 24 
cattle or 40 sheep or 36 hogs and 600 
chickens twice a month. The potential 
maximum for the operation based on 
an average of 33 red meat animals 
going through the plant for 340 days 
was 11,200 per year and 600 chickens 
twice a month or 24 days or 14,400 
per year. These figures do not include 
goats. Figures were for the Slocan 
Valley. Figures were not provided for 
the greater catchment area. It was clear 
to residents that the slaughterhouse 
was a large operation and would grow. 
Concerns were voiced about odours, 
traffic and ground water pollution. 
Homeowners were fearful of falling 
property values. 

The town water plant, built at a 
cost of $1.5 million to the federal, 
provincial and local taxpayers 
($500,000 from Slocan taxpayers), 
is designed to serve the domestic 
needs of the town. It is the only 
plausible source of water for the 
slaughterhouse. Water is rationed in 
the summertime. The volume of water 
required per animal was not stated by 
SVAC. Estimates run as high as 1,000 
gallons per red meat animal. 

Concerns were expressed over 
pollution of groundwater. Residents 
in the Hatch adjacent to the proposed 
site use well water. Richard Smedbol, 
a local contractor and opponent of the 
slaughterhouse location has drilled 
wells in the area and maintains there 
is a serious subsoil problem due to a 
clay seam extending to the 25-30 foot 
level at the site with water running 
at the 25-foot level. Smedbol is well 
versed in RDCK bylaws dealing with 
water courses.

The proposed site is outside 
Village boundaries and not taxable. 
Slocan would supply the land, the 
water and the funding and would not 
even be able to tax the operation. 

The farmers in our area are our 
neighbours and our friends. We 
support their efforts to find a suitable 
location. We are all in this situation 
because of provincial government 
policies and we all want to find a 
win-win solution for everybody 
involved. Mr. McGee is going down 
the wrong road. Pitting farmers 
against the people of Slocan is 
counter-productive. 

Speaking for myself, I have found 
the people of Slocan to be very well 
educated. They do not suffer fools 
lightly. They have legitimate and well 
founded grounds for concern. Their 
views merit respect.

Don Currie
Slocan
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Speaking of an 
abattoir

When I was about four years 
old or so I remember my father 
had about an acre in strawberries. 
He hired local Doukhobor ladies 
to pick them. The berries would be 
put into wooden pails. Every day 
these pails would be put on Bill 
Anderson’s truck to be taken to 
MacDonald’s Jam Factory in Nelson. 
Bill Anderson owned Slocan Motor 
Freight. He would bring back the 
empty pails every night. There were 
other strawberry farms. One by one 
they went out of business because 
they were not getting paid enough for 
their strawberries. Then MacDonald 
went out of the jam business and 
went into soda pop. 

When I was still a teenager I 
can remember there was a pound in 
our part of the valley. If someone’s 
cattle or horses got out and into their 
neighbour’s property they could be 
rounded up and put in the pound. A 
fine would be charged to the owner 
before he could take them home. Mr. 
Honeysett, the local justice of the 
peace, was the pound keeper.

At that time just about every 
little farm had at least one milk cow. 
Every morning a cream can with the 
owner’s name painted on it would be 
put out on the road for Bill Anderson 
to pick up. Every night he would 
drop them off at the same spot. At 
the end of the month there would be 
a little cream cheque. 

There were two creameries in 
Nelson – Palm Dairy and Kootenay 
Co-op. At some point Kootenay 
Co-op burnt down and went out of 
business. Eventually Palm Dairies 
announced they were no longer 
accepting cream. Then some time 
later Palm shut down their Nelson 
plant. Also at the same time the 
larger dairy farms, what with more 
and more rules, were regulated into 
extinction one by one.

Back in the 1960s I could send 
soil samples to a government lab in 
the Okanagan to be tested for pH and 
nutrient levels. There was no charge. 
Since then this has been cancelled.

Back in the 1970s we had a 
district agriculturist stationed in 
Creston. One agriculturist back then 
actually came to my farm to help me 
get started in fighting the knapweed 
along our roadsides. He also put 
out a little newsletter from time to 
time. I remember in one where he 
was concerned about the decreasing 
organic levels in the soil on the 
Creston flats.  

We had one artificial inseminator 
in our district back in the ‘60s and 
‘70s. John DeJong, upon receiving a 
phone call, would travel anywhere in 
the district to inseminate our cows. 
This would be quite an undertaking 
because a cow has to be inseminated 
the same day that she is seen to be in 
heat. Since John died there has been 
no inseminator.

Before I was born there was a 
Farmer’s Institute in this valley.

As everyone who has farmed 
knows, the cost of farming has 
outstripped income. When I first 
started raising beef, the price per 
pound dressed was about $1. A 50 lb. 
block of salt was $2. Today dressed 
beef is about $2.50. The same block 
of salt is $8. A roll of barbwire was 
$8. Now it is more than $60. 

The main cause of the demise 
of farming in the Slocan is fairly 
simple. It doesn’t take a rocket 

scientist to figure it out or maybe 
even an economist for that matter. 
Food is brought in from somewhere 
else cheaper than can be raised here. 
Cheap transportation from cheap oil. 
Cheap transportation also would 
bring food from far enough places 
where there would also be cheap 
labour. Some of this food came from 
far away enough to arrive here when 
our food would not be available 
because we are in the middle of 
winter.

Cheap oil also would fuel bigger 
farm machinery to run on bigger 
farms. Cheap oil would produce 
insecticides, herbicides and chemical 
fertilizers.

It is well known that on these 
big agribiz farms more calories from 
fossil fuels is spent to produce our 
food than the calories we can get out 
of that food.

This new law, making it illegal 
for farmers to butcher an animal and 
sell it to their neighbours, is a blatant 
example of a government that is “out 
for business” – out for corporate 
interests actually.

I’m pleased to hear that Corky 
doesn’t agree with this law.

It is clear to those people who are 
aware, that whenever a law like this 
is passed ‘for public safety’ it is the 
corporate world that benefits.  

I think that a local abattoir will 
still be problematic to the local 
farmer. There will be the added cost 
to the farmer of transporting the 
animals to this establishment. Will 
that be the only expense? There will 
be greater stress to the animal. As 
soon as an animal is taken from their 
home environment the stress starts 
right there. Furthermore abattoirs 
have inherent sanitation problems. 
That is more expense. I think this 
is a band-aid solution because as 
I outlined above the economic 
problems for farmers are deeper and 
more far-reaching.  

There will be worse trouble 
ahead for everyone as more problems 
keep arising. 

My advice for the future might 
be this: If you are not a farmer you 
better find one for a friend and you 
better go out and help him. It might 
be necessary to relearn simpler 
farming skills as the infrastructure 
breaks down. Learning to hunt and 
gather wild food will not be a bad 
idea. Much as the corporate world 
tries to destroy it, we must all strive 
to relearn and restore our sense of 
small community.   

Frank Nixon
Winlaw

Don’t kill the 
birds

I’m sure most people have 
noticed, and the Christmas bird 
counts have confirmed, that there 
are exceptionally large flocks of pine 
siskins and crossbills wintering in 
our area right now. The birds seen 
all over the roadways are picking up 
road sand for grit to help them digest 
the seed diet that gets them through 
the winter. 

These birds are very vulnerable to 
collisions with vehicles at this time. 
How hard would it be for people to 
lift their feet off the accelerator for 
two seconds and honk the horn to give 
these birds a chance to get out of the 
way? Are our selfish notions of speed, 
time, and superiority more important 
than the lives of innocent birds? If so, 
we humans don’t deserve the paradise 
we live in. 

The words, “Oh, I didn’t see 
them!” betray a lack of attention while 
driving that is scary in itself. Calling 
them “stupid little birds” smacks of 
arrogance and ignorance. They are 
not stupid; they are preoccupied with 
getting grit to grind conifer seeds they 
eat in the winter which keep them 
alive in -20˚ weather. There has not 
been enough time for them to evolve 
to deal with vehicular traffic. Come 
to think of it, HUMANS have not 
evolved very well themselves when 
it comes to automobiles!

So please, be kind to our little 
feathered friends. These birds are 
important to forest health, especially 
during the summer, when their diet 
includes insect pests. Are our lives 
so bowstring tight that we can’t spare 
a few seconds for birds that are only 
trying to make a living, too? 

Brian Barney
Beaton

Open letter to Dawn 
Attorp, Manager 
of Corporate 
Administration, 
RDCK

Thank you very much for your 
explanation of the Kaslo and Area Ice 
Arena Service 681, whereby Kaslo 
and Area D taxpayers provide about 
$52,000 per annum for the arena, 
which passes on about $14,000 of 
that money in grants to community 
halls at Ainsworth, Argenta, Johnsons 
Landing and Meadow Creek.

Thank you for sending copies of 
the Letters Patent and RDCK bylaws 
that established and amended Kaslo 
and Area Ice Arena Service 681. You 
also included a copy of “an aside to 
the service establishment,” which 
was “enacted between former Area D 
Director Larry Greenlaw and former 
Village of Kaslo Director Ken Kisch.” 
You note that “this agreement provided 
funding to four community halls from 
the Ice Arena Service.”

I am not sure I understand this 
mechanism and I will be grateful if 
you can tell me if I understand how this 
works. Kaslo and Area D taxpayers 
voted to pay tax for the arena, so 
each year the Area D director and the 
Village of Kaslo director approved the 
annual tax payment for the arena and 
it was ratified by the RDCK board of 
directors. 

In 1993 the Area D Director 
refused to approve the arena tax 
payment unless the Kaslo director and 
the Kaslo arena directors agreed to 
give part of the arena money to the four 
community halls. So the three parties 
signed a Letter of Understanding 
and the RDCK board of directors 
ratified it.

Is this the way the RDCK works? 
Kaslo and Area D taxpayers could 
vote to pay taxes for one thing (the 
Ainsworth wharf, for instance). The 
mayor of Kaslo could refuse to approve 
the tax allotment for the wharf unless 
the Area D Director and the folks at 
Ainsworth agreed to divert part of 
these funds to the Kaslo Bay Marine 
Club. A Letter of Understanding 
could be drawn up, signed, sealed 
and accepted by the RDCK board 
of directors, and tax money for the 
Ainsworth wharf could be diverted to 
the Kaslo Bay Marine Club. 

Have I got this right? Is this the 
way tax monies are distributed by the 
RDCK? I look forward to a reply.

Jane Lynch
Shutty Bench

The Vallican 
Whole story

The community contributions of 
the Rural Alternatives Research and 
Training Society (RARTS) are rich, 
full, and not always well-known – 
developing the first Food Co-op in the 
area, fostering the Dumont Creek Burial 
Society and the Passmore Senior’s 
Housing project. But the first and most 
ongoing contribution is the Vallican 
Whole Community Centre.

In 1971, the first year of the 
Opportunities for Youth (OFY) jobs 
initiative of the Canadian government, 
a group of young and older adults 
put together a grant application to 
“teach old and new rural skills so those 
moving from the cities can survive in 
their new surroundings” (Vancouver 
Sun, 1971). According to The (W)hole 
Story in The Arrow newspaper (March 
1974), the OFY application stated 
this objective was to be met through 
constructing “ ‘a building under the 
supervision of a master carpenter, 
building instructor, providing summer 
jobs for young people. The building to 
be for community use as the focus for 
the long term Slocan Valley project for 
the Rural Alternatives Research and 
Training Centre’ – The Centre for Rural 
Alternatives.” Eric Clough designed the 
original community centre building.

RARTS was incorporated to own 
the 10+ acres of land received in a 
deal with Michael Kaplan, who asked 
for only $5,000, to be paid $200/
year for as long as it took to pay off. 
He subsequently went off to medical 
school, and we were able to pay him 
out and burn the mortgage earlier than 
required.

The building was not finished that 
summer of 1971, mainly because the 
OFY allowed no money for materials, 
only money for wages. So a great deal of 
money was spent digging and pouring 
by hand a 44’ square foundation. We 
are thankful to those original workers, 
among them David Orcutt, Helen 
Davis, Blake Parker, Saul Perks and 
many others, none of whom had any 
ideas about an alternative school using 
the building. 

That fall and during the next years, 
those rural skills were honed as people 
built their homes, brought in firewood, 
fixed their cars, buried their water lines, 
and tried to find their places in the rural 
economy. More people continued to 
move to the Slocan Valley over those 
years, seeking alternative lifestyles. But 
the fact that the building had not been 
completed that first summer increased 
the rifts in the Valley between older and 
new residents. The Vallican “Hole” was 
a site of contention. 

When we wanted to have an event in 
those early days, we were not welcome 
to use the Winlaw Hall. We used the 
Passmore Hall, which was very small 
for the needs of this community. A larger 
community centre was clearly needed.

Completely separately from the 
Rural Alternatives initiatives, in the 
summer of 1972, I got together with 
Joel Harris, who had been talking 
with families about alternative 
education. Young ‘hippie’ children were 
encountering rough experiences in the 
local public schools, and many parents 
were also concerned about the limits 
of that curriculum. Six weeks later, we 
opened the Slocan Valley Free School at 
Morton’s farm in Passmore, where my 
friend Fred Eisen and I held the school. 
It was a rich and heady time, with strong 
community involvement. Parents and 
other community members shared 
their skills with the children in mini 

and longer courses. We had 35 students 
and 17 teachers, and incorporated the 
West Kootenay Educational Resource 
Society (WKERS). Over the next 
couple of years, the school moved 
around to different homes. In fall and 
spring this was fine, but 35-45 students 
running through houses in the winter 
was getting to be too much for even the 
most welcoming hosts.

The differing needs of the two 
societies came together, and fundraising 
began for the community centre that 
could also be used as a school. Men 
and women, skilled and unskilled, 
community members and visitors came 
together to work on a model of the 
building, and ultimately the building 
itself. Some were parents, some were 
children, and many were not – just 
people who wanted to make our visions 
of alternative living in rural British 
Columbia come true.

Through it all, we remained two 
separate societies. I say we, as I was 
a co-founder of the school, a RARTS 
board member for 29 years and 
simultaneously on the WKERS board 
for several years. (I am not currently 
on the board of either organization.) 
For many years there was good overlap 
and good communication among the 
board of coordinators of RARTS and 
the board members of WKERS. But 
we knew that the mandate and needs 
of the school were different from the 
mandate and needs of the community 
centre and RARTS, and occasionally 
were in conflict. It was always important 
to keep them separate. 

RARTS named the building the 
Vallican Whole Community Centre 
in 1974 as work began in earnest, 
with great hopes of ameliorating the 
negative community feelings related 
to the unfinished basement. The school 
moved into the building as a tenant 
in1976, and re-named itself the Whole 
School. The school has always paid rent. 
RARTS has always been responsible for 
constructing, repairing and maintaining 
the building.

The school has had many ups 
and downs. The energy levels for the 
school fluctuate, sometimes ending in 
a significant drop in registrations and 
parental energy. It did close its doors 
completely at one time 

WKERS has had as its focus the 
Whole School, not the community 
centre or community programming. 
The school’s need to spread out and put 
up the work of the students has grown 
in the past few years. The negotiated 
requirement for the school to pack 
up into their moveable cabinets once, 
and for some special events twice, a 
month has been seen as somewhat 
onerous. There have been tensions. 
It is clear that the needs of the school 
for a permanent stable setting where 
there is no need to regularly pack up 
the space are at odds with the growing 
need of other community members to 
use the building for the development 
and implementation of other “Rural 
Alternatives.”

It is a sad thing, yes. But the tenant 
has outgrown the space and needs to 
find a new one that better serves its 
requirements. Perhaps sharing Winlaw 
School as an alternative within the 
public system could be considered; 
this might be a solution as well for 
Winlaw’s reduced enrolment due to 
demographics. The Vallican Whole 
Community Centre needs to be able to 
respond more effectively to the larger 
community’s needs for growth and 
innovation.

Dr. Marcia Braundy
Vallican



February 14, 2008     The Valley Voice  7ADVERTISING FEATURE

Slocan Valley, West Kootenays, 
BC, Canada - On February 6, 2008, 
25 residents of the Lemon Creek area 
gathered at Lemon Creek Lodge. 
Alarmed by press notifications saying 
the Slocan Valley Slaughterhouse 
Co-op (SVAC) was taking steps to 
acquire a piece of crown land on the 
north shore of Lemon Creek as a 
location for their proposed slaughter 
facility, residents gathered to find 
out where their neighbours stand 
on the issue.

Lemon Creek is one of the water 
richest and most natural creeks 
in the valley. It feeds multiple 
underground streams and serves 
more than 50 residential households 
and small local businesses with 
the best drinking water one can 
get on earth. The 25 residents who 
attended and proudly nickname 
themselves “Lemon Creekers,” 
represent the unique diversity of the 
Slocan Valley: People who make 
a living with small home-based 
businesses, eco-oriented tourism 
operations, small farms, fruit and 
veggie stands, hidden galleries or 
just found their retirement place 
or an escape from the Urban and 
Industrialized areas of British 
Columbia. Furthermore, Lemon 
Creek is a Canadian Historical Site. 
Not only is it one of the sites of the 
WWII Japanese Internment Camps, 
it is the birthplace of David Suzuki. 
There is also a Heritage site dating 
back to the times of the Kootenay 
First Nations.

Although the 25 residents 
agreed that small local farms should 
continue serving residents with high 
quality meat products, not a single 
one of them wants a slaughterhouse 
built and operated in their own 
backyard. The outspoken concerns 
reflect the controversy of interests 
between slaughterhouse proponents 
and residents. They also made ‘very’ 

clear that the SVAC proponents 
presented several facts that are 
either in error, untrue or misleading. 
This is of grave concern to the 
community that the SVAC could be 
so ill informed while proposing such 
a serious project. This does not bode 
well for future decisions.

“It is now looking at a piece 
of crown land about a mile or so 
North of Lemon Creek... It is a mile 
away from the nearest neighbour...” 
Jeremy Lack, Valley Voice Vol.17 
Number 2 January 31, 2008.

“Our property is just less 
than 400m from the proposed 
slaughterhouse site and with the 
required septic field for this facility 
is even closer and not the mile 
away as claimed,” said the nearest 
residents who live on Lemon Creek 
Road. Their research, using local 
and Google maps, have verified at 
least 15 households on residential 
properties within 1.2 km. “Our 
biggest concern is that our well 
water fed by Lemon Creek becomes 
undrinkable,” they said, and all 
present residents agreed.

“I moved here to raise my 
children in a healthy environment,” 
said a young mother of 2 toddlers. 
“I don’t want them grow up close to 
a slaughterhouse.”

“Who from Canada, the US or 
Europe will want to spend their 
vacation next to a slaughterhouse?” 
asked local tourism operators. Lemon 
Creek has a licensed restaurant, a 10 
room lodge, 2 campgrounds, several 
vacation rental cabins and the Lemon 
Creek Sky Castle Lookout tours in 
the area. They pointed out that 
visitors spend much more money in 
local stores, restaurants, gas stations 
and on outdoor activities than they 
pay for accommodation. Lemon 
Creekers agreed: “Ecotourism is 
the best future for the entire Slocan 
Valley.”

Lemon Creek Residents Say NO to 
Proposed Slaughterhouse in Their Backyard

“Who will compensate us when 
our property value drops due to 
water, air and soil contamination?” 
was asked, a question which applies 
to all property owners who just 
learned through their latest property 
assessment that the overall value of 
an acre of land hit the $20,000 range 
and is even topped by river and 
creek-front acreage. (That is nearly 
double in 3 years with significant 
tax increases.)

“If you want to destroy the 
reputation of any residential or 
recreational area, just mention 
the name slaughterhouse,” said 
a resident who has moved from 
abroad. “No matter if you call it 
a ‘Meat Works,’ abattoir (a word 
many people might not even know), 
a slaughterhouse, by any other name, 
remains a slaughterhouse. And that 
means, unavoidably, visions of death, 
blood, excrements, waste, bad smell 
(real or imagined) and the noises 
an animal makes when in fear of 
something frightening or impending 
death. Lemon Creekers are very 
attached to this place. Nobody wants 
this in their backyard.”

“I feel with the farmers whose 
existence is under threat due to new 
government rules implemented to 
produce safe meat in times of Mad 
Cow Disease,” said a young man, 
who just had purchased a small farm. 
“But will not bringing in animals 
from outside to be slaughtered 
here in fact increase the risk an 
infected animal might cause for the 
whole livestock in the valley?” he 
asked and referred to the poultry 
catastrophe which happened a few 
years ago in the Lower Mainland.

“And what is with so-called spin-
off businesses?” asked a long-time 
resident who was in possession of 
the introduction the slaughterhouse 
Co-op had prepared for the Slocan 
Village location which was denied 

by city residents. He read from the 
document.

“Once the property is transferred 
from crown land into industrial, 
the facility will generate a cannery 
operation, prepared food companies, 
a tannery and secondary leather 
processing.”

“They can tell us what they 
want but businesses are created 
to expand and make money,” said 
another resident and quoted Corky 
Evans’ statement referring to local 
magazine The Weekender:

“This is a business and if it goes 
ahead it will make money.” Corky 
Evans, MLA

The residents agreed that to have 
a slaughter facility conveniently 
close to a very small number of local 
farms does not justify the negative 
impacts it has for significantly more 
residents and businesses. They also 
wonder where it will expand to if 
surrounded by so many residential 
properties, especially, as there are 
two excellent alternatives, which 
have not yet been mentioned to the 
general public although well known 
by the SVAC.

1. There is an existing property, 
which fulfills all needs of an abattoir: 
The Columbia Basin Trust land at 
the Brilliant Dam near Castlegar. It 
has: 1 - Three-phased power; 2 - An 
adequate water supply; 3 - Proper 
soil conditions for drain fields and 
composting facilities; and 4 - An 
industrial location.

2. A mobile slaughterhouse: 
They are already in operation in 
Alberta and the Yukon. BC’s first 
pilot project, a 53-foot-long unit 
developed and built by Gate to 
Plate Food Services Inc, has served 
small farms in the Fort St. John and 
Peace region successfully since 
January 25, 2007. Mobile facilities 
eliminate the stress of physical 
trauma suffered by animals during 

transport and improve the quality 
of meat. They also guarantee that 
local farmers get the meat from the 
animal they raised. According to a 
press release from 2006, the Yukon 
government funded the mobile 
abattoir with $175,000. This is a 
small amount of money compared 
to the estimated $1.7 million the 
proposed slaughterhouse will cost. 
Implementing the first mobile 
slaughter facility for Southern BC 
in the West Kootenays would be 
an entrepreneurial challenge for the 
abattoir co-op and match the spirit 
of the Slocan Valley.

Lemon Creek residents request 
the cessation of all plans to have 
a slaughterhouse in their area. It 
is not the appropriate location. 
Furthermore, they request a public 
meeting that will provide them with 
more information on this proposal 
and to address their concerns. They 
insist on a geological survey on the 
underground water flow situation 
of the proposed site if the plan is 
not dropped. They are prepared to 
have their water tested immediately 
and to take legal steps in case of any 
health issue, damage and property 
loss as a result of a slaughterhouse 
being built.

They ask all concerned residents 
in and outside of Lemon Creek 
area to join their initiative, sign the 
petition and to watch out for public 
meetings being announced.

Information material and petition 
lists are available at Lemon Creek 
Lodge.
Signatures:

Elisabeth von Ah, Courtney 
Hulbert, Michel DeVernet, Larry 
Kushner, George Tidswell for 
Lemon Creek residents
Contact:

Elisabeth von Ah at 250-355-2536 
and hauslemon@netidea.com

In BC Tourism’s Kootenay Rockies Circle Tour Map it reads:
“The spectacuarly beautiful Slocan Valley was once a 

magnet for thousands of prospectors. 
Today the charming towns and villages nestled in 

the valley enjoy a quiet serenity.”
Help us keep it that way.
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Smokey Creek Salvage
24 HR TOWING

New & Used Auto Parts, Back Hoe Work, 
Certified Welding & Repairs, Vehicle Removal

WE BUY CARS & TRUCKS
359-7815 ; 1-877-376-6539

3453 YEATMAN RD, SOUTH SLOCAN

Notice of

The Slocan Valley Cooperative Association

AGM
ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING

Take notice that the Annual General Meeting
of the Slocan Valley Cooperative Association will be held

Sunday, March 16, 2008
1-3 pm

Passmore Hall
to consider:
1. election of directors and other business that is normally brought before 
    the annual general meeting; and
2. a special resolution to allow joint memberships

Copies of the exact wording of the special resolution 
and the financial statement will be available for 
members to pick up at the Store on March 3rd.

submitted
On Wednesday, February 27, 

at 7 pm in Knox Hall, the Slocan 
Lake Stewardship Society will host 
an information session around the 
Columbia River Treaty (CRT). The 
evening will feature a screening 
of the 1970s CBC documentary 
The Reckoning, which will look at 
some of the social, economic and 
environmental issues around the 
construction of the CRT dams. Also, 
there will be a presentation from Kindy 
Gosal, Manager of Water Initiatives 
from the Columbia Basin Trust, which 

will look at past, current, and future 
issues related to the CRT that people in 
this region should be aware of.

In 1964 the United States and 
Canada ratified the Columbia River 
Treaty. The purpose of the Treaty was 
to provide flood control and to optimize 
hydroelectric energy production on the 
Columbia River System in BC and the 
US Pacific Northwest.

The basic premise of the CRT 
was the construction of three major 
water storage facilities in the Canadian 
portion of the Columbia Basin (Duncan, 
Keenlyside and Mica Dam) as well as 
the Libby Dam in Montana.

The Columbia River Treaty 
provides a range of benefits to the 
Province of BC and the United States in 
the form of flood protection, increased 
hydroelectricity production, and 
revenue. The building and ongoing 
maintenance of the dams also created 
employment opportunities in this 
region.

The creation of these dams also 
resulted in major changes to the way 
of life for the people of this basin. 
Over 2,000 residents of the region 
were forced to relocate. The flooding 
of the area behind the dams resulted 
in the loss of approximately 500 
square kilometers of prime valley 
bottom land that was important 
farmland, forest land and wildlife 
habitat in the region. First Nations 
traditional land and archeological 
sites were inundated. In areas such as 
the Arrow Lakes, where small, stable 

communities had thrived since before 
World War One, communities ceased 
to exist, lives were changed and hearts 
broken. Environmentally, socially and 
economically, the people of this region 
bore a huge cost in the creation of 
the CRT dams, but most important, 
the people of the Basin were not 
adequately engaged or consulted in 
the decisions that were made around 
the CRT and the construction of the 
dams.

As time has progressed the people 
of the Basin have begun to co-exist with 
the major projects built in the region. 
However, there is also an increasing 
need to ensure that local residentsí 
needs and values are recognized 
(recreation, fisheries and a wide range 
of other values). There are ongoing 
processes that look at integrating 
local interests into the management 
of the hydro system. There is also the 
potential for changes or termination 
of the Columbia River Treaty itself 
which would require the involvement 
of the BC government and the US and 
Canadian federal governments. It is 
important for the people of the Basin 
to be informed of these developments; 
it is our responsibility to understand 
what the issues are and how we might 
be able to participate.

Come with your questions and 
start to get informed so you can decide 
what you may want for your future. 
This is the second in the Slocan Lake 
Stewardship Society’s educational 
series.

Come out to Columbia River Treaty information evening

In the courts
Adam George recently received 

an 18-month conditional sentence, 
followed by two years of probation, 
for the March 2006 arson at the Green 
Door youth building in Nakusp.

He also received a lifetime 
firearms prohibition.

Conditions on the sentence 
include mandatory counselling.

George will serve his sentence 
within his home community of New 
Denver.

by Jan McMurray
The recent series of OCP 

meetings in the six communities 
of Area H North were all well 

attended.
Meeri Durand of the RDCK 

planning department, who attended 
all six meetings, reported that some 
common themes emerged –keeping 
Slocan Lake pristine, maintaining 
water quality and security, and a 
desire for lower density residential 
development. She added that in 
Sandon, there was discussion about 
recreational tourism and maintaining 
heritage values.

Summaries of these meetings 
will soon be posted at www.rdck.
bc.ca.

Durand reported that she is now 
working on a draft of the Official 
Community Plan, which will be 

presented to Area H North residents 
in a second series of community 
meetings in the spring.

She says there is no deadline for 
the final document. “There will be a 
series of revisions based on public 
input until the general population is 
more or less happy with it,” she said. 
“We’ll keep going back to the public 
until we have a product that generally 
reflects what people want.”

To provide input, call 352-6665, 
email rdck@rdck.bc.ca or contact 
a member of the Advisory Planning 
Commission (Liza Ireland, Carol 
Gordon, Catherine Allaway, Gerry 
Toop, Gloria Lisgo, Wendy Harlock, 
Ted Anderson, Tim Fox).

Area H North OCP: first draft expected in spring

submitted
The South Slocan chapter of 

Kootenay Lake Hospital Auxiliary 
finished off 2007 with a luncheon 
meeting at the Hume Hotel on 
December 13 with 11 members 
present.

The treasurer  reported a 
successful  year  f inancial ly. 
Fundraisers throughout 2007 
included bake sales, fall raffle, 
and sale of homemade items in the 

Nelson Hospital gift shop.
Winners of the fall raffle drawn 

at the Kootenay Savings Credit 
Union on December 15 were: Anne 
Wood, South Slocan (wooden tray); 
Donna Varney, Vallican (stool); Kat 
Zaworonok, Nelson (quilt); Lina 
Miles, Nelson (rug).

Many thanks to Hall Printing and 
to all who helped make our fall raffle 
so successful. 

The final business of 2007 was a 
motion to donate $1,000 to Kootenay 
Lake Hospital Foundation’s ‘Light 
up the Hospital’ campaign.

Meetings are held the second 
Thursday of each month at 10 am. 
New members are welcome. For 
more info, call 359-7251.

Report from Kootenay Lake 
Hospital Auxiliary, South Slocan

The Slocan Electronic Arts Centre is teaming up with local schools to film and 
promote media literacy. For more information about media literacy education 
or filming/animation and audio workshops call Ruby Brunelle 250-355-2599.

submitted
Join award-winning Rita Moir 

and the students of WE Graham 
Community School as Moir helps 
aspiring authors identify themes, 
genre, mood, tone and viewpoint in 
their writing. 

Time will also be spent in 

discussing the information and 
inspiration that helps form the writing 
process, as well as proofreading and 
editing your own work and that of 
others. 

Participants will experiment with 
their own writing styles and interests 
and will eventually choose a piece of 

work to be included in a community 
anthology of writing. 

The workshops  wi l l  run 
Mondays through February 25, 
Tuesday February 26 and Wednesday 
February 27, from 8:35 am to 2:45 
pm. Choose the student age group 
and the time of day that works best 
for you: grades 7/8 from 8:45-10:30 
am, grades 3/4 from 10:45-12:20, 
grades 5/6 from 1-1:50 pm, grades 
9/10 from 1:50-2:45. There will be 
a community coffeehouse Thursday, 
February 28 starting at 1 pm. 

For more information or to 
register for this free program please 
call 355-2212. 

WE Graham holds writing skills workshops with Rita Moir

SLOCAN VALLEY

Village of Slocan CAO, Eunice Ludlow, looks on as Councillor-elect Hillary Elliot, 
reads her oath of office.

by Dan Nicholson
Hillary Elliot was sworn in 

as a Councillor for the Village of 
Slocan, on Wednesday, February 6, 
following her by-election victory, 
February 2. She received 68 votes 
to Ray Caoette’s 39 and Jamie 
Ingram’s 20. Caoette has challenged 
the election under sections 151 - 153 
of the local government act, alleging 
improprieties in its conduct. CAO 
Eunice Ludlow confirmed that a 
formal complaint had been filed, and 
that the RCMP were investigating. 
The complaint has nothing to do with 
the conduct of the election officials, 
or any of the candidates.

During the public question 
period, Don Currie rose to take 
exception to an Express story 
that he felt unfairly characterized 
the residents as uneducated for 
rejecting a slaughterhouse adjacent 
to the village. He noted that public 
sentiment in the village was 3:1 
against the project in that location.

Said Councillor Gates, “Everyone 
wants an abattoir, no one likes that 
location.” 

Councillor Perriere thanked 
Currie for defending the people of 
the village in a published letter in the 
Nelson Daily News. The letter also 
appears on page 5 of this edition of 

the Valley Voice. Ludlow noted that 
all of the grant money that the Village 
had received for the slaughterhouse 
project had been turned over to 
the Slocan Valley Abattoir Co-
operative. 

Councillor Perriere noted during 
the village foreman’s report on water 
use that villagers use 4.6 times 
as much water as the Canadian 
average.

CAO Ludlow reported that the 
village had been successful in its 
application for a Municipal Rural 
Infrastructure Grant to re-vamp 
the village office. The $209,000 
project has received $136,000 

from the Provincial and Federal 
Governments.

Councillor Perriere proposed to 
table the discussion of the Municipal 
Ticketing By-law until after budget 
discussions, as it was unclear whether 
the village would have funds to pay 
for its enforcement.

Council voted to board up the 
Slocan Inn, and to add the expense 

to the property’s tax bill.
Council voted to send CAO 

Ludlow to a conference on the 
accounting changes required to 
conform to the new provincial 
regulations relating to the depreciation 
of municipal infrastructure.

Council also voted to send 
Councillor Elliot to a Local 
Government Leadership Forum.

Slocan Council, February 6: Election challenged by candidate
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Also check out our website at www.silvertonbuilding.ca for Red 
Hot Monthly Specials, A How-To Section, Lots of Manufacturers 

website links, and local links

SILVERTON BUILDING SUPPLIES
216 Lake Avenue, Silverton

Phone: 358-2293
Toll-free: 1-800-332-0588
sbs@silvertonbuilding.ca

Regency Wood Stoves – $200.00 off any 
stove ordered by Feb. 28th, 2008

The Classic Wood Stove is the perfect combination of high 
technology engineering and classical design. All Classic 

Wood Stoves offer wide view doors for an unparalleled view 
of the beautiful real wood fire. Add the warmth and comfort 

of a real wood burning stove to your home today.

Slocan Lake Boating 
Association

Annual General Meeting
Wed, Feb 20, 7:00 pm
Lucerne School Library

Discussions, Projects, Elections

Further Information: 358-2133

submitted
A runaway tree, a high school 

grad at 93 shares his life and times, 
the Dickie-Dee summer job, when 
sawmills ruled the valley, a hotel 
with more than a little character, 
and a caribou comes down from the 
mountains.

These are the tall tales and 
stories being featured at the seventh 
Annual Slocan Valley Word of Mouth 
Storytelling Festival. This popular 
event, organized by Slocan Valley 
Recreation, will be taking place on 
Sunday, February 24 at the Passmore 
Lodge from 1-4 pm.

This year Slocan Valley Recreation 
has once again brought together a 
collection of stories to enthrall and 
enchant both young and old.

The featured performers and their 
stories are:

Corky Evans — Can’t See the 
Forest for the Trees: Besides being 
our MLA, Corky is well-known for 
his oratory talents. This year Corky 
will share the saga of how the Slocan 
Valley had gone from having 17 
active sawmills, to having just one 
still remaining. Discover the hows 
and whys in this walk through the 
past to the present. 

Carolyn McTaggart — Runaway: 

In 1920 Sandon, Penne and his 
brother “Snoose” go looking for a 
little firewood. They decided to go 
poaching trees from Johnny Harris’ 
no cutting zone above the Ruth Hope 
Mine. It was just one tree, and so long 
as they were really careful, what could 
go wrong?

Joe Irving – Building Bridges and 
other Tales: At 96, Joe has built more 
than his share of bridges, including 
the Lions Gate in 1938. He’s a former 
ironworker who was born in Thrums 
in 1911, well known union leader, 
author of Red Iron over the Canyon 
and finally at the age of 93 – a high 
school graduate! On top of that he 
tells a great story.

Olindo Chiocca  - Ice Cream, 
You’se Cream: An engineer by 
trade, accomplished cook and fine 
photographer, Olindo is best known 
locally for his writing. His books 
include College Street, Mobsters 
and Thugs, Animal Splatters and The 
Legend of Johnny Nelson. His latest 
book, Dinner wit da Dons, is a Mafia 
cookbook with a number of family 
recipes that were obtained at a very 
high price… 

Susan LeFebour – The Illustrious 
Hotel Phair: The Kootenays have seen 
many fine hotels and many of them 

were built in Nelson. Come listen to 
the story of the luxurious Hotel Phair 
and the family who created her. There 
are some extremely prominent names 
and events from centuries of North 
American history that are connected 
to the Hotel Phair.

Barry Gray — Down From the 
Mountain: A Mountain Caribou 
descends from the sub-alpine regions 
where it is spending the winter to tell 
the assembled guests about its life 
here in the Kootenays. Experience a 
year through this regal animal’s eyes. 
Barry is the founding storyteller of the 
Proctor Storytelling Festival.

A special feature this year will be 
a viewing of a segment of Through 
Your Eyes, a documentary produced 
by Wayne Krewski on the life of 
Rossland storyteller, Alfie Albo.

Admission is $10 in advance 
and $12 at the door. Tickets can 
be purchased at the Slocan Valley 
Recreation office and at the Silver King 
Campus of Selkirk College. Phone 
226-0008 for more information.

The Passmore Lodge is located 
on the Old Passmore Road, which 
parallels Hwy 6 in Passmore. It is 
approximately 15 km north of the 
Highway 3A junction and 2 km north 
of Slocan Park. Watch for signs.

Storytelling seven times lucky in Slocan Valley 

by Art Joyce
One of the coldest winters in recent 

memory hasn’t deterred construction 
at the Kokanee Falls development 
near Enterprise Creek. Rigs have been 
on-site to drill wells, the 1.2-kilometre 
road has been completed and the five 
residential units are mostly framed in 
with a completion target of mid-May. 

Developer Andrew Macrae says he 
and partner Riley Darke reconsidered 
their original plan in response to local 
reaction, the steepness of the terrain, 
and unforeseen development costs. 
Rock blasting costs alone have been 
nearly twice that originally anticipated. 
They soon realized a much smaller 
development was more suited to the 
site.

“We’re not some big developers 
from Calgary,” says Macrae. “This is 
our first time doing something like this. 
We spent two years out here before we 
decided to take the plunge, and we love 
this country.”

Originally 33 units were proposed, 
which have been reduced to the current 
five ‘cottages,’ which are either 1,550 
or 2,590 square feet (depending on 
which units have basements). There 
are no plans to increase the size of the 
first phase. A second phase is in the 
planning stages and will consist of 
700-800-square-foot cabins, though 
sales may not begin until next year. The 
property is surrounded by crown land, 
with Macrae and Darke owning two 
10-acre lots while the original owner 
holds the other 10-acre parcel. 

The cottages have 600-square-foot 
wraparound decks featuring the most 
spectacular views of Slocan Lake 
imaginable. Purcell Timber Framing 
is doing custom fir trim on the eaves, 
fir beams have been used throughout, 
and each unit will have a gas fireplace 
inside and on the deck. Solid fir doors 
will be used throughout, at an estimated 
cost of $10,000 per cottage. Each unit 
will have a single garage space. An 
effort has been made to hire all local 
contractors for everything from road 
building to house construction.

“We didn’t want buyers to think 
we were nickel and diming them,” 
says Macrae. “We wanted it to be really 
special. We reserved one of the cottages 
for ourselves and our spouses.”

The units will be serviced by a 
common septic system that pumps 
effluent and greywater from the 
cottages to a main tank. Electrical 

lines have all been laid underground 
to avoid unsightly power poles. 
The only landscaping planned for 
the development will be to replant 
trees taken down to clear the site for 
construction. Otherwise there will 
be no lawns or other urban-style 
landscaping. Underbrush has been 
thinned to reduce fire hazard. 

Macrae acknowledges that the 
buyers (all but one of the five units has 
sold) will be non-full-time residents, 

with owners coming from as far afield 
as Chicago and Toronto and as near 
as Kelowna and Revelstoke. He adds 
however that there has been an effort to 
screen buyers for a “good fit” with the 
neighbourhood. Kokanee Falls won’t 
allow Jet-Skis, though there will be five 
moorage slips for boats. The boat slips 
are a floating system designed for low 
impact and have been approved by the 
Department of Fisheries and Oceans. 

“I’m an avid fisherman and 

Kokanee Falls development scaled down to fit local requirements
neither Riley nor I like Jet Skis,” says 
Macrae. 

Rumours of a helipad are somewhat 
exaggerated. Macrae says there is 
space on the site to land a helicopter 
and that this may be done on occasion 
to do backcountry skiing or hiking 
tours. However, he doesn’t envision 
a busy heli-port, given the cost of 

helicopter rentals. 
Macrae says he hopes the work 

done on the road has benefited his 
neighbours with increased visibility at 
the highway entrance. He added that 
while the development obviously isn’t 
a public park, he has no problem with 
neighbours using trails to hike or do 
horseback riding. 

submitted
The Slocan Curling Club held 

its first ‘cashpiel’ of the season with 
eight teams participating. Winners 
of the bonspiel and the $1,000 first 
prize were the Jamie Ingram rink from 
Slocan, with lead John Millar, second 
Pat Ashton and third Lorne McMillan. 
Placing second was the legendary 
Bernie Czelinski playing with lead 
D. St Thomas, second Dave Gordon 
and third Larry St Thomas.

In the ‘consolation final’ the Ed 
Hicks rink battled the Jim Gordon 
rink but nobody really remembers 

Slocan Curling Club holds cash bonspiel
who came third, do they? Still, a good 
time was had by all. 

The bonspiel weekend wrapped 
up Saturday night with a delicious 
potluck dinner at the Silvery Slocan 
Hall featuring music by the Razzberry 
Rockets.

The Slocan Curling Club features 
mixed curling on Monday and 
Wednesday nights and men’s league 
on Friday nights. Thursday is open 
with free curling for those who wish 
to practice, starting at 7 pm.

For more information call Mike 
Naylor at 355-0023.

This is the winning rink, pictured form left to right: Jon Miller, Lorne McMillan, 
Jamie Ingram, and Pat Ashton.

One of the five cottages at Kokanee Falls Lakeside Cottages near Enterprise Creek.
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New shipment of wine 
kits on hand - Many to 
choose from!!

420 BroaDway
naKuSp (250) 265-4120

Global Gift 
Discoveries 

Inspiring 
Arts 

318  Broadway  S t .   Nakusp ,  BC   265 -3288

by Jan McMurray
Dr. Fun and the Nightcrawlers 

will no doubt go down in the history 
of Silverton as the best dance band 
with the biggest heart ever.

The band came to the Silverton 
Memorial Hall every year for 16 years 
to play the Winter Blues Boogie, a 
fundraiser for different community 

groups. But now, after 20 years 
of playing together, the band has 
decided to split up because they live 
in different communities (Grand 
Forks, Rossland, Kaslo and the 
Slocan Valley) and are too far apart 
to rehearse regularly. Their last gig 
was this year’s Winter Blues Boogie, 
held on February 2.

New Denver area residents Dick 
Callison and Barb Yeomans are the 
ones who started the annual Silverton 
boogie.

 “We have to give so much credit 
to the band,” said Barb, who estimates 
that the boogie raised over $25,000 
for community groups over the years 
– not to mention the indirect benefits 
to the accommodations and other 
businesses in the area.

“They kept coming because of 
the great venue – they just love the 
Silverton Memorial Hall and its 
big stage – and because they felt so 
welcomed by the community,” she 
said.

Barb added that they could never 
have done it without the wonderful 
venue of Silverton Memorial Hall.

How did this thing ever get 
started? Well…back in 1993, Barb 
was planning a huge surprise party for 
Dick’s 50th birthday at the Silverton 
Hall. She had booked a band out of 
San Francisco that they had seen at a 
blues festival and really liked – but the 
band cancelled at the last minute.

“Four weeks to go and 200 

people coming…I panicked,” Barb 
recounted.

Anyways, someone knew of Dr. 
Fun and the Nightcrawlers, a band 
that had been together for four years 
at that time, and “it was instant love 
on both sides” according to Dick 
and Barb.

They remember that the first 
community group to sponsor the 
event was Little League Baseball. 
Some of the other sponsoring groups 
over the years have been the Slocan 
Lake Gardening Society, the Silverton 
Gallery, the Friends of Silverton 
Memorial Hall and the Slocan Lake 
Early Learning Society (New Denver 
Nursery School). This last group 
sponsored the dance for the last ten 
years.

“Katrina Sumrall [on the board of 
directors for the nursery school] has 
to be recognized – she has done an 
absolutely fantastic job of organizing 
the dance for many years,” said 
Dick.

He says that the New Denver 
Nursery School and the Friends of 
Silverton Memorial Hall are planning 

Historic Winter Blues Boogie – Dr. Fun’s last gig
to carry on the tradition of the Winter 
Blues Boogie, with a different band 
of course.

“I fully believe it will continue,” 
says Dick. “There is so much local, 
regional and even international 
support for the event.”

Every year, there is considerable 
attendance by people from the United 
States. Barb and Dick say that about 
half of all tickets sold every year are 
to people from outside of the north 
Slocan Valley.

“The crowd is just the best,” says 
Dick. “We’ve never had any problems 
– they come with the best attitude. The 
biggest thrill for me is to go up to the 
balcony and look down at the whole 
crowd dancing – everyone has a smile 
on their face.”

Barb and Dick also expressed 
gratitude to the local merchants, who 
sell tickets and Dr. Fun merchandise, 
open special hours and otherwise 
accommodate the boogie, and to 
Destination Silverton, which has 
produced a brochure for the benefit of 
out-of-towners coming to the boogie 
for the past few years.

Barb Yeomans and Dick Callison are the founders of the Winter Blues Boogie. 
Thank you, Barb and Dick!

The New Denver Nursery School has sponsored the dance for the last 10 years. Pictured here are Betty Kooznetsoff, New Denver 
Nursery School teacher, and Katrina Sumrall, longtime nursery school board member and the star organizer of the show for many years.

Dr. Fun and the Nightcrawlers played their 16th and last gig at the Silverton Memorial Hall February 2.
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Kootenay Star
Museum

“The history of the world 
is the record of a man in 
quest for his daily bread 
and butter.”

— Hendrick 
Willem 

van Loon

Helping you in your quest for 
your daily bread & butter

Eric’s Meat Market

A Kaslo 
tradition, 

since 1943!

• Meats
• Cheeses
• Deli

425 Front • Kaslo • 353-2436415 Front • Kaslo • 353-7474

We carry a great 
selection of local 
history books!

442 Front St. • Kaslo • 353-2594

Thanks to the 
Kootenay Lake 

Historical Society 
for preserving our 

heritage.

Thanks to the 
Lardeau Valley 

Historical Society

Thank you for all your 
volunteer hours and for 
keeping us aware of our 

history.
Andy Shadrack
Director Area D

405 Front St, Kaslo • 353-7633

Thanks for 
keeping our 

history alive!

“History is a guide to 
navigation in perilous 

times. History is who we 
are and why we are the 

way we are.”
David C. McCullough

North Kootenay 
Veterinary Services

Pat Haegedorn, DVM and staff
9580 Cowan, Kaslo • 353-7125

The Council of the Corporation 
of the Village of Kaslo 

hereby proclaims the week of 
February 18th to 24th, 2008 as 
HERITAGE WEEK 

within the municipality.

Mayor and Council
Village of Kaslo

Phone: 
366-4320

Thank you to our local 
historical societies for 

their valuable contribution 
in preserving our history.

formerly “Beachcombers”
551 Rainbow • 353-7777

“Each generation 
imagines itself to be more 

intelligent than the one 
that went before it and 
wiser than the one that 

comes after it.”
— George Orwell

The Lardeau Valley Historical Society 
Museum will be holding an open 
house on Mother’s Day this year.
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submitted
The Lardeau Valley Historical 

Society (LVHS) had a pleasant 
surprise at its AGM in June last 
year.

A person who used to live in the 
LVHS museum building and who 
hadn’t been in the Lardeau Valley 
for many years showed up with a 
pick-up truck loaded to the hilt with 
furniture, books, artwork and other 

antiquities that had once resided in 
the building.

Loretta, now living in Rock 
Creek, lived in the building when 
it was located in Gerrard and 
belonged to Fisheries. Loretta’s 
grandmother, Elizabeth Brandon, 
and her grandchildren lived there 
after Elizabeth’s house burned down 
and Fisheries allowed her to use the 
building as a home. 

LVHS members were initially 
dumbfounded by her generosity and 
then equally delighted at receiving 

new additions to the museum’s 
collection.

This year, with funding via 
the Columbia Kootenay Cultural 
Alliance, the society is renovating one 
of the rooms in the museum to safely 
house these newest acquisitions.

On Mother’s Day this year 
(Sunday, May 11), LVHS is hosting an 
open house at the museum in Meadow 
Creek to show off the renovations and 
new items in their collection. Watch 
for notices. For more information, call 
250-366-4600 or 366-4325. 

Bringing history home to the Lardeau

We would like to thank the 
Arrow Lakes Historical 

Society and the Nakusp and 
District Museum Society.

Main Street          New Denver

Thanking all the 
volunteers who dedicate 

their time to our local 
historical societies in 

New Denver.

-CATCH A BIT OF HERITAGE-

The Bones   
Fri. Feb. 15 & Sat, 

Feb.16 at 9 pm
96 4th Ave. SW • Nakusp, BC • 

Village of 
New Denver

thanks the Silvery 

Slocan Historical 

Society and the 

Kyowakai Society.

Glacier View Service

Hwy 6 
New Denver

358-2445

“History is a vast early 
warning system.”

Norman Cousins

Thank you to 
all the local 
Historical 
Societies.
Area H Director

Don Munro

We would like to thank 
our local historical 

societies  and all 
the volunteers for 

their hard work and 
dedication.

98 1st Ave NW • Nakusp • 265-4911Nakusp, BC • 265-4615

We would like to thank 
our local historical 

societies  and all 
the volunteers for 

their hard work and 
dedication.

Smokey Creek Salvage
24 HR TOWING

New & Used Auto Parts, Back Hoe Work, 
Certified Welding & Repairs, Vehicle Removal

WE BUY CARS & TRUCKS
359-7815; 1-877-376-6539

3453 YEATMAN RD, SOUTH SLOCAN

“History teaches us that men 
and nations behave wisely 
once they have exhausted all 
other alternatives.”

— Abba Eban

compiled by Rosemarie Parent
In 1907, a mill and logging 

industry was started at Summit Lake. 
The original timber limits were held 
by JP Gallagher and F Pelton but 
in the spring of 1907, JR Boynton, 
managing director of the Elk Lumber 
Co. at Fernie, bought the property. It 
was estimated that over 100 million 
feet of standing timber to be used 
for poles, ties and lumber would be 
available from those limits.

A site was cleared and construction 
started on a mill that was double-sided; 
the lumber section was separated from 
the tie area.

Unfor tunate ly,  wi th  costs 
mounting, some of the financial 
backers decided to pull out. But, 
as luck would have it, a group of 
investors from Rhineland, Wisconsin, 
were travelling around the Kootenay 
and stopped at Summit Lake. The 
mill manager, George Robinson, 
invited the men to stay the night at 
the camp and the next morning, three 
of his guests offered to subscribe the 
necessary $30,000 needed for the take-

The story of the Summit Lake Mill
over of the residue stock.

The mill, now named ‘The Summit 
Lumber Company,’ was operational by 
July 1907. It had a capacity of 40,000 
feet a day and employed 40 men.

Winters were harsh here, but the 
snow provided a unique way of getting 
logs to the lake. A path was tramped 
up the side hill, and then a log was 
hitched behind a horse on a mild day 
and dragged down this trail. When the 
snow froze hard overnight, logs were 
sent down this chute. As the snow 
deepened, the sides built up higher, 
which gave the corridor better walls. 
As the logs slid along the surface, heat 
was generated, which would melt the 
lining slightly. This would refreeze 
quickly, forming a perfect log cradle 
for the months of work ahead. 

Summit Lake had everything 
that was needed to make this the 
perfect spot for a mill. The CPR had 
a railway with a little station and a 
wye for turning the train. The town 
was situated on a flat place of enough 
acreage to provide a mill-site, mill-
yard, bunkhouses, rail-yard, pole-yard, 

town and grazing area. Although the 
lake was not deep, the level was quite 
constant, assuring towing capabilities 
for the transport of the logs to the 
millpond. To operate the logging 
division at maximum performance, 
a floating camp was constructed at 
the south end of the lake right below 
the cutting area. It was complete with 
bunkhouse and cookhouse.

To yard the logs, a unique logging 
system was used with a high lead. A 
large donkey engine was operated to 
do this work. Preparing the spar trees 
required skill, strength and nerve. 
Charlie Martin, the boss of the camp, 
performed this job. He would chop and 
saw the top of the tree off and then sit 
on it while it swayed back and forth 
just to show his nerve! 

Two little boats provided the 
power for towing the booms the short 
distance to the mill. The steady pop 
of the motor on one of them while 
pulling a boom prompted the name 
‘Popper’. 

The mill used a circular saw 
head rig with the carriage operated 

on gunshot feed. A planer mill took 
the air-dried lumber from the yard, 
reworking it into tongue and groove 
vee joint, shiplap and mouldings. The 
mill boasted a small electric generating 
plant, which provided lights for 
the community. Though it did not 
produce a large amount of power, the 
people appreciated what was made 
available.

In 1920, a fire destroyed the mill, 
and it did not open again. The pole 
yard kept operating until it burned in 
the disastrous fire season of 1925. This 
disastrous fire resulted in hundreds of 
thousands of dollars in lost timber, 
but happily no lives were lost. Years 
of litigation followed between the 
CPR and claimants. Finally in 1929, 

Nels Alpsen and Thomas Allshouse 
signed a release as plaintiffs in an 
appeal case against the CPR for 
damages against the company for 
the forest fire which destroyed their 
timber limits near Summit Lake. They 
received a cheque for the amount 
of approximately $13,000 for their 
losses. Other plaintiffs who received 
settlements were – the Ontario-Slocan 
Lumber Co., $6,000; Midlake Lumber 
Co., $13,000; William Hunter, $3,200; 
and the Doukhobors, $600.

This beautiful site that had so 
much promise never did become the 
large mill and pole yard complex 
initially expected. The photos of the 
town and mill show just how much 
was lost forever.

“History is the only laboratory 
we have in which to test the 
consequences of thought.”

Etienne Gilson

New Denver                358-2217
Nakusp         265-3605
Kaslo         353-2217

Fern’s

Salutes the 
ongoing work 

of our local 
historical societies on 

Heritage Week, 
February 18 - 24, 

2008
303 Lake • Silverton • 358-2844
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by Art Joyce
As of February 1, when you drive 

up to the gas pump, you’d better 
be prepared to pay up front. New 
amendments to the Occupational 
Health and Safety Regulation in 
BC are designed to better protect 
workers in isolation in late night 
retail premises, and will be enforced 
by WorkSafe BC (formerly Worker’s 
Compensation).

Gas station proprietors and 
convenience stores are being given 
a one-month grace period to comply. 
The new law is known as ‘Grant’s 
Law’ for Grant DePatie, a 17-year-old 
worker who was killed at a Maple 
Ridge station when a driver tried to 
pull a ‘gas and dash.’ When DePatie 
took the license plate number, the 
driver ran him over and dragged 
him several kilometers to his death. 
DePatie’s family has been lobbying 
Labour Minister Olga Ilich to have 
new legislation passed that protects 
employees working alone on night 
shifts. 

Any retail outlet open to the 
public between 10 pm and 6 am 
will be required to prevent harm to 
workers by installing a locked door 
or other protective barrier and/or 
schedule more than one worker to 
work during late night hours. New 

safety requirements for all workers 
working alone or in isolation will 
require employers to develop and 
implement training for handling cash 
based on written procedures.

While in larger centres most gas 
outlets have payment options right at 
the pump, this isn’t always the case 
in rural locations. Not everyone is 
happy about the new regulations. Gail 
Morris, an employee of Mountain 
Valley Station in Slocan, says in four 
years the owners have only had one 
‘gas and dash.’ She said she has heard 
of customers coming to Mountain 
Valley from other stations because 
they don’t like the new regulations. 

Gene Weatherall, General 
Manager for Slocan Valley Co-op, 
says the situation with their cardlock 
gas pump is different because an 
attendant must activate the pump 
for each sale. Cardlock accounts are 
treated as prepayment already, as 
are credit cards. But the logistics are 
more difficult for debit cards, which 
must be processed inside the station. 
Weatherall would have preferred 
that the means of dealing with the 
problem be left to individual owners. 
Gas thefts have not been a major issue 
at the co-op.

“It’s a good law for the city but I 
don’t think the same situation applies 

to us out here. Getting everybody 
used to it is the hardest thing. A lot of 
our members don’t like it.”

Some station owners likely 
won’t enforce gas prepayment, while 
others like Nakusp Esso have no 

New gas regulations for prepayment get mixed reaction
problem with it. WorkSafe BC isn’t 
issuing noncompliance tickets yet, 
to allow businesses time to make the 
transition. 

“While we recognize this change 
may cause a small inconvenience for 

some customers,” said Roberta Ellis, 
WorkSafe BC’s vice-president of 
Policy, Investigations and Review, 
“convenience cannot come at the 
high cost of violence to vulnerable 
workers.” 

submitted
After close to four years of work 

and negotiations a probationary 
Community Forest licence is now 
a reality in the Slocan Valley. 
According to Stephan Martineau, 
president of the Slocan Integral 
Forestry Cooperative (SIFCo) – the 
body responsible for managing the 
community forest – this is a good day 
for BC. SIFco’s mission is “to create 
and operate a financially sound 
community forest business that 
fosters community and ecological 
health.” 

“This community forest is 
situated in the heart of some of the 
most highly contested lands in BC, 
areas that have been part of the ‘war 
in the woods’ for over 30 years,” 
says Martineau. “The mountains, 
the forest, the water and the people 
are ultimately inseparable. This 
community forest will bring people 
from all walks of life together to 
work for the benefit of all.”

The concept and desire for a 
Community Forest Agreement (CFA) 
is firmly rooted in the community’s 
history and geography. At the 
foundation of this application for 
a Probationary Community Forest 
Agreement (PCFA) is a core belief 
by the proponents that divergent 
values and perspectives regarding 
how the community and the forest 
interface do not need to be in conflict, 

Slocan Valley gets community forest after four-year process
but can learn from and complement 
one another.

“At the onset we realized that 
if we were to be successful in a bid 
for a community forest, we would 
have to bring all sides together 
under one vision,” adds Martineau. 
“In other words, we would need to 
change the course of history, finding 
a new direction that would benefit all 
members of the community.”

The application was based on 
four foundational guiding principles: 
Residents hold diverse perspectives 
and value systems in relation to the 
forest that surrounds them. These 
perspectives and value systems 
are guided and influenced by a 
mix of social, economic, scientific, 
spiritual, psychological, cultural, 
political, historical and institutional 
lenses. Each of these perspectives 
is valuable and pertinent, and must 
therefore be considered in seeking 
out solutions that will work for all. 
By including and building upon these 
perspectives, the solutions found 
will be more complete and viable in 
considering how the community and 
the forest can interface.

“Entering into a business sector 
that is struggling holds challenges, 
for sure,” admits Martineau. 
“Creativity will have to be one of 
our main cornerstones as we move 
onwards”.

Four organizations came together 

in the spring of 2004 to establish 
the cooperative, with the aim of 
securing a Probationary Community 
Forest Agreement in a section of 
the east-central Slocan Valley. The 
four organizations that created 
SIFCo are the Village of Slocan, the 
Winlaw Watershed Committee, the 
Elliot-Anderson-Christian-Trozzo 
Watersheds Association, and the Red 
Mountain Residents’ Association.

SIFCo will be opening an office 
in the Spicer Center in downtown 
Winlaw in Apri l .  For  more 
information go to www.sifco.ca or 
phone 226-7012.

Stephan Martineau signs the contract 
for the Slocan Valley Probationary 

Community Forest Agreement.

by Art Joyce
Several New Denver residents have 

recently reported seeing cougar tracks 
within the village, near homes and the 
liquor store. Conservation Officer Tobe 
Sprado says another cougar sighting was 
reported to the Castlegar Conservation 
office January 21 this year. 

Cougar tracks sighted in New Denver
Sprado advises that with deer 

being present in valley bottoms during 
heavy snowfall periods, this is not 
unusual. An officer is not normally 
sent out unless there are complaints of 
pets going missing or cougars showing 
up in town during daylight hours. The 
current sighting hasn’t included any of 

those complaints, so the office will take 
a ‘wait and see’ approach for now. 

Residents should be aware of their 
pets’ whereabouts and bring them in 
during the night. Anyone with livestock 
is advised to keep their animals in a 
secure area such as a barn. If you come 
across a cougar, do not approach the 
animal. Stay calm, and don’t turn your 
back. Speak in a calm, confident voice 
and leave it a clear avenue of escape. If 
you have small children, pick them up 
immediately to prevent them making 
rapid movements. Don’t run, as this 
activates the predator’s impulse to 
chase. If necessary, enlarge your image 
by grabbing a stick or branch and throw 
rocks. Never ‘play dead,’ but if you are 
attacked, fight with all your might. 

If there are any reports of pets 
going missing or daytime sightings 
of cougars in populated areas, call the 
24-hour poachers/polluters hotline 
1-877-952-7277, which doubles as the 
human/wildlife conflict line. 

The Kaslo PeeWee Winterhawks won the Spirit of 2010 tournament, held 
February 2 and 3 in Kaslo.

Kaslo hosted and won a Spirit of 2010 PeeWee tournament on February 2 and 3. 
Mayor of Kaslo Jim Holland did the official puck drop, while Ryan Tate, Kaslo PeeWee 
Winterhawks captain and Kendra Flack from the Beaver Valley team hold the banner 

and Heidi Haegedorn of Kaslo and Shaelyn Vecchio of Beaver Valley face off.

Carpenter Creek Last 
Wishes Group offers 
free planning handbook
submitted 

When a loved one or family 
member dies without leaving a will, 
it can create an additional burden for 
survivors to bear. The Carpenter Creek 
Last Wishes Group was formed to help 
families prepare for an easier transition. 
The group’s volunteers have seen the 
confusion and disruption that can 
intrude on the natural grieving process 
when plans are not made in advance. 

To assist those who have specific 
wishes concerning their final days, 
a downloadable handbook has been 
posted on the Slocan Lake Chamber 
of Commerce website at slocanlake.
com/who/community.html.

Watch the upcoming information 
session on wills and legalities May 3. 
For further information contact Jamie 
at 358-7269.
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Silverton Gallery

Feb 21 & 22, 7-9 pm
Feb 23 & 24, 12 -5 pm

Funders: Columbia Kootenay Cultural Alliance and Slocan Lake 
Recreation Commission #6

Contributors: Silvery Slocan Historical Society, Bob Varaleau and 
Mark Adams

Silverton 
Historical 
Society 
presents
Exploring the New 
Denver Glacier Exhibit

As part of Heritage Week 2008, the Village of New Denver will 
be hosting an all-day Heritage Values Workshop on Tuesday, 
February 19th.  The goal of the workshop is to recognize the 
people, places and events that have shaped the growth and 
development of our community, and answer the question Why 
is heritage important?

What: Heritage Values Workshop for New Denver & area
When:  9:00 a.m. on Tuesday, February 19th, 2008
Where:  Knox Hall (unless numbers warrant a larger venue)
Cost:  Free, but advance registration is required
RSVP:  Village of New Denver at 358-2316 or newdenver@
netidea.com

All residents of New Denver and surrounding area with an 
interest in local heritage are encouraged to attend.  Hope to 
see you there!

This event is made possible with the assistance of the BC 
Heritage Branch (Ministry of Tourism, Sport and the Arts) and 
the financial support of Heritage BC and the Village of New 
Denver.

Village of New Denver
Heritage Values 

Workshop

HERITAGE HOUSE 
OPEN HOUSE    

at Arrow Lakes Historical 
Society office on 7th Ave 
in Nakusp on Saturday 
February 23rd from 1-5. We 
will be showing a PowerPoint 
presentation of some old 
wonderful coloured slides 
of the sternwheelers and 
so on using our newly 
acquired laptop and projector 
purchased through a Heritage 
grant. We will also be selling 
for the first time at cost price 
all of our historical books. 
This is a one-day only sale.
 
We just reprinted Port of 
Nakusp last fall and will be 
reprinting Circle of Silver 
this year so that people can 
complete their set of books 
in the series.

A Day at the 
Museum

Wed • Feb 20 
12 noon - 6 pm

Bosun Hall, 
New Denver

Exhibits to 
Celebrate 
Heritage 

Week
Nikkei Internment Memorial 
Centre, Silverton Historical 

Society, Silvery Slocan 
Historical Society and the 
Sandon Historical Society

submitted by Rick Tegeler
In celebration of Heritage Week, 

the Silverton Historical Society 
will present ‘Exploring the New 
Denver Glacier’ at the Silverton 
Gallery, February 21 to 24. Hours 
of the exhibit are Thursday and 
Friday evening 7-9 pm and Saturday 
and Sunday 12-6 pm. On opening 
Thursday night, come and enjoy 
refreshments and explore the glacier 
with us.

The display will  include 
photographs from the Silverton 
Historical Society and Silvery 
Slocan Historical Society Archives. 
The images cover a period of time 
dating from the present back 100 
years, and document interesting 
glimpses of exploring and climbing 
the New Denver glacier. In 1907-08, 
JC Harris, Wm. Thomlinson and 
Charles Nelson documented the first 
recreational climb in an article by 
Harris and photographs by Nelson. 
Harris’s article and Charles Nelson’s 

camera will be part of this display, 
including Nelson’s early photographs 
of the glacier. Several climbs over the 
years are chronicled in photographs, 
including the recent trip taken by 
Bob Varaleau and Mark Adams. 
Comparison photographs on how 
the glacier has changed (recessed) 
over the past decade are part of the 
fascinating and captivating display. 
Not to be missed!

Also, the four local heritage 
societies – Sandon, Nikkei, Silvery 
Slocan and Silverton – welcome 
the community and visitors to the 
Bosun Hall on Wednesday, February 
20. Drop in between noon and 6 pm 
to check out your local historical 
societies and be part of our local 
history.

Silverton Historical Society 
explores New Denver glacier

submitted
The Village of New Denver 

invites area residents to a Heritage 
Values Workshop on Tuesday, 
February 19 at Knox Hall.

At this facilitated workshop, 
participants will be encouraged 
to identify the values and themes 
associated with the community’s 
heritage. The goal is to recognize the 
major factors and processes that have 
influenced the community’s evolution 
and answer the question: Why is 
heritage important? Discussion of 
the significant people, places and 
events in the area’s history will 
focus on the role they have played 

in the growth and development of 
the region.

With the participation of the 
numerous local historical societies, 
community groups, and interested 
members of the public, this workshop 
will help to build capacity for heritage 
planning and stewardship at the 
community level. The report generated 
from the event will be used to inform 
future local government decisions on 
the area’s heritage resources.

The event has been made possible 
with the assistance of the BC Heritage 
Branch (Ministry of Tourism, Sport 
and the Arts) and the financial support 
of Heritage BC.

Village of New Denver 
hosts heritage workshop

by Sharon Montgomery, co-
chair Nakusp & District Museum 
Society

The Nakusp & District Museum 
Society would like to salute one of 
its prime movers and shakers of the 
1920s, 30s and 40s.

Frank Rushton was born in 
Clayton-le-Moores, Lancashire, 
England in the late 1890s. He 
immigrated to Canada in 1904 as a 
young boy with his parents, Thomas 
and Ellen Rushton, and six siblings. 
They built a farmhouse in Brouse, 
planted an orchard, and farmed the 
land. This homestead is currently 
owned by the Drebet family and 
overlooks the fertile valley of Brouse 
Loop.

Frank departed from Nakusp 
for WWI with the 54th Battalion, 

returning home to marry Alice 
Knowles of Rishton, Lancashire, 
whom he met during the war. Frank 
was gassed overseas, leaving him 
with a weak heart.

In 1922 Frank became postmaster 
in Nakusp following the death of FW 
Jordan. He remained postmaster 
for 10 years and sold insurance and 
real estate as well to supplement his 
income. During this time he was 
also the Notary Public, Stipendiary 
Magistrate, Shell Oil bulk agent 
and auctioneer. In 1932 he bought 
the local hardware store, which he 
owned until 1949 when they moved 
to Kelowna. 

Frank was extremely community 
minded and was intermittently 
president or secretary of most of 
the town’s volunteer organizations 

including the Board of Trade, the 
hospital, Recreation Association, 
Royal Canadian Legion, Masonic 
Lodge, Liberal Association, etc.

He donated and planted the 
huge maple trees you see beside the 
cemetery; he helped the Women’s 
Institute create a beach for bathers; 
he started the Nakusp Legion along 
with Bert Herridge and Sid Leary, 
and fundraised to burn the mortgage 
on a ‘silver platter,’ imitating 
Winston Churchill at the war victory 
ceremony in 1945.

Bill Barrow tells stories of Frank 
taking local boys up to Box Lake 
in his Shell delivery truck to play 
hockey before there were indoor 
arenas, donating Lacrosse sticks for 
a new team sport, giving Marshall 
Wells painter caps to boys only if 

they would run around the block 
first, and having ‘peanut scrambles’ 
outside his store for the children.

Times were tough during the 
“Dirty Thirties” and barter was 
sometimes the only way to do 
business. Here’s how one transaction 
went at Rushton’s Hardware. Frank 
sold a large console-style radio to a 
man from Burton, who could only 
pay a small cash payment, but had 
a cow that was expecting to calf. 
Frank took the cow and boarded it in 
Glenbank, where the landowners got 
the milk and the calf (when it came) 
for its keep. A man in Edgewood 
wanted a horse. A man in Burton had 
a horse for sale and wanted a cow. 
So Frank sold the cow to the Burton 
man and took the horse, which he 
sold to the man in Edgewood. He 
couldn’t pay cash, so Frank took hay 
in payment, which he had to truck to 
Nakusp on his weekly trips. He then 
sold the hay to a lady who delivered 
milk, and they finally took the 
account out in milk. This story was 
taken from Alice Rushton’s memoirs 
and she said it was a bookkeeper’s 
nightmare.

The Rushton home is on the 
eastern corner of 1st St. and 2nd Ave., 
the current home of Terra Pondera. 
Frank also built the heritage home 
across the street with the gingerbread 
roofline. Because no one had cash in 
the hungry thirties, Frank paid his 
labourers with merchandise from 
the hardware store. The late Alf 
Dunn said his father was awarded a 
beautiful console stereo for building 
the chimney. 

This is how Frank Rushton 
helped to keep local men employed. 

Taking Care of Business – the story of Frank Rushton

submitted
In 1957, the Kootenay Lake 

Historical Society (KLHS) was 
formed primarily to save the SS 
Moyie from being gutted by the CPR. 
These dedicated Kaslo residents 
were successful and today, 50 years 
later, the oldest intact passenger 
sternwheeler in the world proudly 
stands on Kaslo’s waterfront.

The SS Moyie National Historic 
Site receives 20,000 visitors annually 
during the season (May - October) 
and has become a world-class 
example of precise and thoughtful 
restoration.

The Kootenay Lake Historical 
Society acts not only as the ‘steward’ 
of the SS Moyie but also administers 
the Kootenay Lake Archives, which 

Alice and Frank Rushton with 
daughter Mary.

He was no stranger to ‘taking care 
of business.’

Frank Rushton was my great 
uncle.

Kootenay Lake Historical 
Society celebrates Heritage Week

is located in the basement of the 
provincial building in Kaslo.

The society is holding an open 
house at the Archives during Heritage 
Week. Everyone is invited to view 
the collection of historic photos, old 
maps, original Kaslo newspapers, 
and period Kootenay videos. You can 
listen to the recorded stories of Kaslo 
characters, and browse the Archive’s 
latest acquisition of rare and out-
of-print books on native studies, 
mining, forestry, fruit farming, 
sternwheelers, military history, 
the Japanese internment, and the 
Columbia River Treaty. There will be 
books, prints, posters, and postcards 
for sale. Photographer Gordon 
Brown will be working on site in the 
framing shop on Monday February 

18, 7 - 9 pm, Thursday February 19, 
9 am - noon, and Saturday February 
23, 10 am - 4 pm.

KLHS is also very proud to 
announce the grand opening of its 
photo gallery in the newly restored 
CPR caboose, located at the Kaslo 
Visitor Centre at the Moyie, 324 
Front Street. The photo collection 
and interpretation, ‘Railway Tugs 
and Barges of the Kootenay Region,’ 
was assembled by Robert Turner, 
world acclaimed transportation 
authority.

The visitor centre will be open 
Heritage Week: Monday - Friday 
February 18 - 22, 10 am- 2 pm, 
Saturday February 23, 10 am - 4 
pm, and Sunday February 24, 10 
am - 2 pm.

Don’t miss these special events. 
Come out and support community 
heritage.

Computer 
Acting Up?

Call Ron at the Old Grey Barn 
250-265-2163
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VILLAGE OF 
NAKUSP

CALL FOR PERSONS OF INTEREST
HOT SPRINGS BOARD OF DIRECTORS

The Village of Nakusp is creating a new Board of 
Directors to oversee the operations of the Nakusp 
Hot Springs. The Hot Springs is one of our major 
attractions and an important source of tourism for 
the Village of Nakusp. 

We are looking for individuals who have experience 
in marketing, finance, or other business activities 
that would be complimentary to the Hot Springs. 
The Board will meet once a month and will be 
responsible for policy and overall direction of the 
Hot Springs operations. The position of Director is 
a volunteer one.

If you are interested in helping the Hot Springs reach 
the next level, we would like to hear from you before 
February 20, 2008. Please forward your resume and 
a brief statement about your background and how 
you would be an asset to the Hot Springs.

Contact the Hot Springs Committee Chair, Councillor 
Ulli Mueller, for more information, or write to her c/o 
the Village of Nakusp, 91 1st Street NW,  Box 280, 
Nakusp, BC, V0G 1R0, (250) 265-3689

Festival dates July 18-20/08

INVITATION TO TENDER
To all interested parties:

We are looking to contract 
for the following services:

• Green Team

• Food Catering Services

• Clean-Up/Take Down
(Mon. July 21/08)

For more information: 
please pick up a package 

from the Nakusp Music Fest Office 
at 619 Broadway St, Nakusp.

Deadline for applications is March 15, 2008

Honey Bear 
Bakery

Winter Hours:
Tues-Fri 9:00-4:00 

Closed Sat, Sun, Mon

311 7th Ave NW • Nakusp • 265-4633
Rear Alley Entrance

Valentine’s 
Dinner Menu
Appetizer:
  Shrimp and Prawn Salad 

Entree:
  8oz. AAA Steak with Wild Mushrooms, 
  Scalloped Potatoes,
  Carrots in a Basil Cream Sauce, or 
  Baby Greens with our homemade Orange 
      Cream Dressing

Dessert:
  Chocolate Panna Cott

     Reservations recommended!

   Phone:  265-0060

by Jan McMurray
Nakusp and area residents came 

out in droves to hear about the state of 
the arena at a meeting February 6.

Council is looking for community 
input on the topic, and would like 
comments to be in by February 15.

Mayor Hamling opened the 
meeting with appreciation for the 

“tremendous turnout.” She also 
quashed the rumour that council was 
going to shut the arena down. “That 
has never come to the council table 
and has never been discussed,” she 
said. “Here is the information that will 
help us make a decision.”

Trevor Shephard of Delterra 
Engineering, whom council hired to 
look at the arena and estimate costs of 
needed upgrades, made a PowerPoint 
presentation of his findings.

Shephard explained that council 
was concerned not only about the 
major capital costs the building needs, 
but also about the operating costs 
of the facility. Operating costs have 
exceeded revenues by about $50,000 
in the past couple of years, so money 
has been taken out of general revenues 
to make up the shortfall. He warned 

that higher costs were to be expected 
in the future for power, wages and 
new equipment. However, he said 
things can be done to save on the 
electricity bill.

Major problem areas are the roof 
over the arena part of the building, the 
concrete rink slab and the ice plant. 
Shephard has estimated the capital 
costs of replacing these three items to 
be about $1.8 million. This figure can 
be shaved down to $1.2 million if the 
roof is repaired instead of replaced, 
and if the ice plant is purchased 
without an energy recovery system.

Some people at the meeting 
questioned the need to replace the 
concrete slab. Shephard admitted 
that the slab, which would cost 
$430,000 to replace, had not been 
carefully examined and may only need 
$20,000-$30,000 worth of repairs. He 
said this would be better evaluated 
in the spring when the ice came off. 
Shephard explained that council had 
asked him to research the cost of a new 
slab based on a report of cracks and 
brine leaks from former Arena/Parks 
Manager Jason Chernoff. He said only 
the northeast corner of the slab looked 
like it needed repair, and said there 
was no brine loss at the moment. 

Shephard explained that the slab 

is sitting right on the earth. Chernoff 
had asserted that the slab heaved 
because the ice was used during the 
summer hockey school. If the slab 
were replaced, Shephard said the 
new slab would sit on top of the 
old one, with insulation in between. 
This would prevent the ground from 
freezing and make it possible to run 
the ice year-round.

People also wanted more 
information on how the Village 
could save money on the power 
bill, which was about $65,000 last 
year. Shephard indicated that simply 
insulating the pipes and managing the 
power demand peaks would make a 
big difference. He said the new ice 
plant, at a cost of $400,000, would be 
much more energy efficient than the 
old one. An additional $167,000 will 
buy an energy recovery system, which 
would take heat generated from the 
ice plant and heat water that would 
be stored in tanks and used to heat the 
building and shower water. 

Shephard said he is also looking 
into a geothermal heating system for 
the building, but has not worked out 
the “fine details.”

Mayor Hamling explained that 
Trevor was working on three different 
government grant applications for the 

project. Unfortunately, the Village 
will not know until summer if the 
applications are successful. This is too 
late to do any of the upgrades before 
the ice will need to be poured for next 
season. So, if the Village gets funding 
through the grant programs, work 
cannot begin until spring 2009.

Hamling told the meeting that 
this presented a risk for next season, 
but that Shephard was confident that 
“we can get another couple of years 
out of the slab.”

She said that if the grant 
applications were not successful, 
council would look at a loan or 
community bonds to raise the 
money, and these would require a 
referendum.

The mayor also reminded residents 
that the Village purchased an ice plant 
not too long ago. However, it would 
cost $15,000 to install and may not 
be compatible with the brand new 
system.

There were a few suggestions from 
the meeting on other funding options, 
such as a government program for 
towns affected by the downturn in 
the forest industry, Hockey Day 
in Canada, and the NHL Players’ 
Association, which reportedly put new 
boards in at the Kaslo arena.

Excellent turnout to discuss the future of the Nakusp arena 

Nakusp wharf 
gets underwater 
inspection
by Jan McMurray

A dive inspection was done on 
the Nakusp wharf on February 8 to 
determine the extent of the underwater 
damage that was exposed during the 
January 14 windstorm. The wharf has 
been closed since the storm.

BC Hydro hired Westmar 
Engineering out of Kelowna to do 
the underwater inspection. Jennifer 
Walker-Larsen of BC Hydro assured 
that the Village would be contacted 
as soon as the Westmar report came 
in, and next steps would be discussed 
at that time. “In the interim, BC 
Hydro has arranged plowing of the 
McDonald Creek boat launch as an 
alternate because we appreciate that it 
is a popular fishing season,” she said.

Walker-Larsen explained that 
Westmar’s December assessment, 
which found the wharf safe for ongoing 
use, was an above water assessment 
only. She said underwater inspections 
and repairs are difficult, as visibility 
can be a problem.

As for the long-term options for 
access to the Arrow Lakes reservoir at 
Nakusp, Walker-Larsen reported that 
BC Hydro had just put out a bid for a 
feasibility study. She said the terms of 
reference for the study were finalized 
at a meeting between BC Hydro reps 
and the Village on January 31.

Walker-Larsen also provided an 
update on the Burton and Fauquier 
ramps, which are moving into the 
design stage. Moffat & Nichol out of 
Vancouver was awarded the design 
contracts. Walker-Larsen says she 
expects the designs to be presented 
at community meetings in early 
summer.

Moffat & Nichol also did the 
feasibility studies for these two ramps. 
The recommendation was to extend 
the Fauquier ramp and to build a new 
ramp about four kilometres south of 
Burton for use during low water.

The Edgewood boat ramp is still 
under review.

by Jan McMurray
Eight novice teams were invited 

to Nakusp’s Spirit of 2010 hockey 
tournament February 8-10.

Every player received a Spirit 
of 2010 hockey puck and a souvenir 
poster featuring Premier Gordon 

Campbell and three of the Vancouver 
Canucks’ own British Columbia-
raised players: Brendan Morrison, 
Willie Mitchell and Byron Ritchie. 
The tournament received a Spirit 
of 2010 trophy, arena banner and 
one limited-edition Spirit of 2010 

jersey.
The Spirit of 2010 Hockey 

Tournament is hosted by the Province 
of British Columbia, the Vancouver 
Canucks, BC Hockey and 2010 
Legacies Now.

Nakusp hosts Spirit of 2010 hockey tournament

At Nakusp’s Spirit of 2010 tournament on the weekend, Councillor Len Heppner dropped the puck 
for Nakusp novice team members Killian McCrory and Brayden Reardon. Garrett Waterfield and 

Wyatt Petterson hold the banner with newly elected Chamber president Ulrike Zobel.
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Red Hammer Barbershop
206 Broadway St., Nakusp, BC

265-4700
Winter Hours –

Wednesday - Saturday • 10 am - 5:30 pm

Feel good - get a haircut!

Valentine’s 
Dinner Menu
Appetizer:
  Shrimp and Prawn Salad 

Entree:
  8oz. AAA Steak with Wild Mushrooms, 
  Scalloped Potatoes,
  Carrots in a Basil Cream Sauce, or 
  Baby Greens with our homemade Orange 
      Cream Dressing

Dessert:
  Chocolate Panna Cott

     Reservations recommended!

   Phone:  265-0060

by Art Joyce
Melissa Koftinoff has a message 

for Columbia Basin youth: Getting 
more involved in your community 
can be fun. This is Koftinoff’s second 
year on the Columbia Basin Trust 
Youth Advisory Committee, which 
serves a vital role in administering 
CBT youth programs. This includes 
assessing grant applications for 
youth projects and managing 
Scratch, the CBT-funded youth 
magazine and website. 

“It’s a really great experience,” 
says Koftinoff. “You meet so many 
passionate youth. You get a way 
better appreciation for the basin and 
the diversity here.”

She finds it stimulating to 

be at the meetings, even when 
she’s feeling overwhelmed by 
homework. Ages on the committee 
range from 15-29, and members 
are spread across the Basin, so it 
can be a challenge to get everyone 
together in the same room. But it’s 
well worth it. At their meeting in 
January, the committee discussed 
producing a road show that would 
tour Cranbrook, Creston and Fernie, 
speaking to students in high schools 
and the College of the Rockies. 
The majority of CBT youth grant 
applications have come from the 
West Kootenay, so the committee’s 
goal is to reach out to East Kootenay 
youth. 

“I think youth in their own 

communities feel isolated,” says 
Koftinoff. “They have good ideas 
but they don’t know what steps to 
take. We can help turn that vision 
into reality.”

She says often Basin youth 
aren’t aware what’s available to 
them. The CBT has a good database 
of available resources. The CBT-
sponsored Contacts conference held 
in Kimberley last October bussed in 
youth from East and West Kootenay 
for youth engagement workshops 
and provided a valuable networking 
experience. 

“One of our goals is to have the 
Contacts forum again. We learned 
a lot of things. People realize they 
might be separate groups but they’re 
linked in some way.” 

The youth advisory committee 
is responsible for Scratch magazine, 
and recently got some real world 
experience resolving production 
difficulties. The team has contracted 
Kimber ley-based Kootenay 
Carnival magazine for production 
and distribution, and the Scratch 
website is being redesigned for easier 
navigation (www.scratchonline.
com). 

Koftinoff believes the committee 
is a major confidence builder for 
youth, showing them they are 
capable of accomplishing projects 
they might only have dreamt of. 
Learning how to assess grant 
applications has been a fascinating 
process, she says, and a useful skill 
for the future. The committee also 
helps guide individual youth through 
the grant application process.

“It’s wonderful that we have 
the say in what happens and we’re 
not being told we don’t know what 
we’re doing, that people trust our 
decisions.” 

Applications for positions on the 
committee can be taken throughout 
the year. An effort is made to help 
youth get to meetings through 
carpooling or buses. This year’s CBT 
Youth Advisory Committee members 

are Jess Daniels (Kimberley), 
Tanisha Falat (Fernie), Adam Ferch 
(Castlegar), Brittany Jones (Golden), 
Melissa Koftinoff (Nakusp), Kim 
Lipscombe (Nelson), Liv Lundh 
(Ymir), Jordan Osiowy (Cranbrook), 
Tasha Repin (Castlegar), Victoria 
Simmerling (South Slocan), Erik Sin 

(Cranbrook), and Carly Proudfoot 
(Grasmere). 

For more information on the 
Youth Advisory Committee, or to 
arrange an interview with your local 
committee member, contact CBT 
at 1-800-505-8998 or visit www.
scratchonline.ca.

Melissa Koftinoff enjoying second year on CBT youth advisory committee

Melissa Koftinoff is serving her second term on the Columbia Basin Trust 
Youth Advisory Committee
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Thank you 
Valley Voice
The only newspaper that 

tells us what is going on in 
the Kaslo area. The only 
newspaper that gives us a 

chance to say what we think 
about it, free of charge, in 
Voices from the Valleys.

Paid advertisement by Jane Lynch 
in support of the Valley Voice

KASLO & DISTRICT

KASLO MOHAWK

Open every day of the year!
• Fuel • Groceries •

• Convenience Store •
– NOW OPEN 6 AM - 9 PM –

353-2205  405-4th St.

by Jan McMurray and Jane 
Lynch

A meeting was held February 
9 to discuss the ‘Kaslo City Hall 
Outline Conservation Plan’ that 
was received by Kaslo council at its 
January 8 meeting.

The plan was prepared by 
Bob Turner, historian and heritage 
consultant, and Pete White, president 
of the Kootenay Lake Historical 
Society.

Present at the meeting were 
representatives of the Village, the 
Village Hall Conservation committee, 
the Kaslo & District Public Library, 
the volunteer fire department, Area 
D, and the SS Moyie. Also present 
was Bill Turner, executive director of 
The Land Conservancy (TLC).

Pete White was unable to attend. 
He explained in an email, which 
was read aloud, that he is moving 
to Courtenay fairly soon and cannot 
contribute further to the City Hall 
conservation project.

Bob  Turne r  opened  the 
meeting, stressing that the Outline 
Conservation Plan was only a 
starting point. “It doesn’t reflect 
anything beyond a discussion paper,” 
he said.

By the end of the meeting, there 
was general agreement to focus on 
two priorities: the new roof project 
and a conservation plan for the 
building.

Mark McKenzie ,  l ia ison 
between the conservation committee 
and Kaslo council, noted that the 
Village had an $8,000 grant to do 
a conservation plan, and that the 
deadline to make use of the grant 
was August.

Although there was some 
confusion about whether or not 
McKenzie had been retained to do a 
conservation plan, McKenzie said he 
felt he could complete a plan for the 
roof only within about three weeks.

Anne Malik from the library 
recommended that a project manager 
and heritage consultant be hired for 
the overall City Hall conservation 
project. Bob Turner said he felt the 
two positions could be combined 
into one, and that it need not be a 
full-time position.

Malik also recommended that 
a call for proposals go out for a 
comprehensive conservation plan, 
and asked that three things regarding 
the library be included in the plan. 
First, she asked that a library program 
centre be added to the list of potential 
uses of the courtroom space on the 
top floor of the building. Second, 
she asked that the basement be 
designated primarily as a library and 
that it be included in the restoration 
work. Third, she stated that vacating 

the premises was not an option. “We 
do not need to move. We cannot 
afford to move. We do not want to 
move.”

Bill Turner informed the meeting 
that grants of $25,000 are available 
from the Heritage Legacy Fund, but 
must be matched. However, there is 

no limit to the number of applications 
that can be made. He said that the 
City Hall’s national historic site 
designation would help with funding 
from other sources.

It was noted that the Village has 
approximately $45,000 in a fund for 
the City Hall project and that a recent 

quote for the roof job had come in at 
about $75,000.

When it was suggested that the 
roof be replaced with aluminum 
shingles that look like cedar shingles, 
Bill Turner said this would disqualify 
the project from receiving Heritage 
Legacy funding.

Responding to a question about 
a council resolution that the Kaslo 
mayor and CAO confer with The 
Land Conservancy about transferring 
ownership of the building to TLC, 
Bill Turner said, “I don’t know 
that we really want to own the 
building.”

Stakeholders discuss Kaslo City Hall conservation plan

by Art Joyce
Your community forest just 

got more user-friendly. About a 
dozen people met in the offices of 
the Kaslo and District Community 
Forest Society February 6 to form 
a Residents’ Advisory Committee. 
The RAC plans to meet twice a 
year to make recommendations to 
the KDCFS board and ensure the 
community’s voice is being heard. 
Several members of the board were 
present and listened attentively to 
the discussion.

Jane Lynch made a presentation 
using maps of the cutblocks that 
were laid out by the original board, 
expressing concerns that some of 
them didn’t take water sources 
into consideration. The Shutty 
Bench cutblock was the source 
of considerable dissension in the 
community and Lynch believes some 
areas should be declared inoperable. 
She wants to see the board apply for 
a Forest Investment Account (FIA) 
grant to do comprehensive forestry 
mapping. Kaslo and Nakusp would 
each qualify for a minimum of 
$25,000 in funding. The committee 
agreed to recommend the board 
apply for the grant.

Susan Mulkey introduced the 
need to plan for recreational uses 
of the community forest. Greg Lay 
added that recreational trails need 
to be built to ATV standard so that 
firefighting crews have access. Lay 
pointed out that the original board 
did do complete GPS mapping. 
Mulkey said she sees recreational 
planning as just another layer of 
planning along with hydrology, 
fire interface, and other values. 
ML Thompson wondered what 
had become of existing data and 
saw the need to “maintain our 
informational resources through 
successive boards.” Erika Bird said a 
server has been set up with a mandate 
to ensure data is collated. 

Bird recommended to the 
board that more transparency of 
information be available to members. 
She said information she has asked 
for, including up-to-date financial 
reports, haven’t always been readily 
available. Mulkey agreed, giving as 
an example the Sechelt community 
forest, which posts its operational 
information, forest stewardship 
plan and other information on its 
website. She said there would be 
obvious exceptions for documents 
of a private nature. 

Mulkey also introduced a 
recommendation that the society 
incorporate educational programs 
into its budget. She said that as 
a community forest the society 
receives a considerable reduction 
on stumpage fees and that part 
of accountability is educating the 
community about forestry. Lay 

Residents’ Advisory Committee formed to advise community forest board
reiterated the need for fire interface 
education. “People still don’t think 
a Kelowna can happen here.” There 
was general agreement that the board 
needs to make education a regular 
line item in its annual budget.

Board member Steve Fawcett 
said the society could earn $300,000 
this year, depending on the markets. 
He explained that there are a lot of 
demands on that money – for example, 
building a single logging road can 
cost $250,000. Budgeting for items 
like recreation, education and fire 
interface are an indication of what’s 
important to the membership. 

“If there’s not enough money left 
over for community disbursements, 

we’re saying, this is what our priority 
is,” Fawcett concluded.

Another policy idea discussed 
was that harvesting should create no 
negative visual impact from the town 
and travel corridors. Mulkey said 
she was not advocating for a policy 
of no clearcuts, but for a sensitive 
approach in highly visible areas. 
Lay pointed out that sometimes the 
ecological impact is greater due to 
the need to build more roads with 
this approach. Bird said she is against 
“having roads all over the place” 
and wants to see a minimization of 
permanent roads.

Mulkey said she would like to 
see logging roads made permanent 

so that they can be used by miners, 
hikers, and the community. Sean 
Kubara said from her experience 
with forestry issues in Argenta, she 
learned that more roads mean more 
people. This in turn increases fire 
risk, since humans are the main cause 
of forest fires. 

Board members Don Scarlett and 
Rob Mitchell thanked the committee 
for its input and said the board will 
consider the ideas. Steve Anderson 
cautioned that implementation “won’t 
happen overnight” but will be ongoing. 
Scarlett said “I’ve always thought a 
RAC was a good idea.” Committee 
members were pleased with the 
friendly tone of the meeting.  

submitted
The newly formed North 

Kootenay Lake Stewardship Society 
is looking for new members to help 
get the society on its feet.

S o c i e t y  f o u n d e r  a n d 
spokesperson, Susan Stark, says 
the purpose of the group is to 
create guidelines for responsible 
development on Kootenay Lake.

“Many lakeside communities 
in BC are forming lake stewardship 
groups or societies due to mounting 
concerns over development pressures 
and effects they could have on their 
shorelines. Residents are concerned 
about water quality, fish and wildlife 
health and habitat, as well as sight, 
sound and noise pollution. The 
society will look at ways to preserve 
the lake,” says Stark.

She says Kootenay Lake residents 
are fortunate, as development in the 
area is minimal.

“We’re pretty much still able 

Lake stewardship group looking for motivated people
to maintain our lake’s magnificent 
qualities, as opposed to having 
to restore them. However, we are 
not immune. Increasing usage and 
development could have a lasting 
impact on our lake. Some other areas, 
around Christina Lake for example, 
have lots of development and it is 
starting to have a negative impact on 
the area’s fish and wildlife.”

Stark says stewardship is about 
carefully managing something in 
your care. 

“Environmental stewardship is 
just that. Responsible care of our 
immediate environment by restoring 
areas negatively impacted by human 
activity and insuring new land 
developments are done in a manner 
which minimizes environmental 
impact. That’s what the society 
hopes to do.”

She says the society, currently 
consisting of four people, is looking 
for like-minded individuals to join 

them.
“We’d like to get about eight 

more people. We need a core group of 
people to help organize the society, to 
help us research studies done in other 
areas, to help figure out what our next 
step should be. We need to research 
things such as water use studies, 
impact assessments and such.”

Stark says she was motivated to 
start the society after a particularly 
noisy summer in 2007.

“There was lots of boat traffic on 
the lake that summer, people were 
playing chicken with fishermen, 
coming very close to shore and it 
was very disruptive. We don’t want 
to limit anyone’s use or enjoyment 
of the lake, we just want to make 
sure everyone uses it responsibly and 
respectfully.”

She says the society is hoping to 
meet sometime in late February.

For more information, contact Susan 
Stark at Lakewood@netidea.com.

by Jan McMurray
Cheryl Rempel of Kaslo has 

made the grade and will be playing 
hockey at the Winter Games in 
Cranbrook February 21-24.

This is Rempel’s 11th season 
playing hockey, and she is on the 
prestigious West Kootenay Wildcats 
team out of Nelson this year. A 
grade 11 student, she spent her first 
10 seasons playing with the Kaslo 
Minor Hockey league.

Rempel is excited to be one 
of 120 girls from eight zones to 
participate in the BC Winter Games. 
She hopes to be noticed by scouts, 
who attend the games and pick 40 
girls to try out for Team BC. This 
provincial team participates in a 
national tournament in August.

“That’s what I’m striving for,” 
said Rempel. “I’m hoping to get an 
invite to try out for Team BC.”

Rempel has aspirations to go to 

university on a hockey scholarship. 
She was one of 30 girls from western 
Canada to be invited to a hockey 
camp at the University of Alberta 
last summer, and has been invited 
again this year. She hopes to study 
Education, with the goal of becoming 
a high school Social Studies and 
Phys Ed teacher.

Kaslo girl heads to BC Winter Games

Cheryl Rempel will be playing 
hockey at the Winter Games

submitted
The 2008 Jack G. McDowall 

Memor ia l  Concer t  fea tures 
internationally recognized sopranos 
Nancy Argenta and Ingrid Attrot in 
recital on Sunday, March 2, at 2 pm at 
St. Andrew’s United Church in Kaslo. 
Presented by the Kaslo Concert 
Society, this annual concert honours 
the late Jack McDowall, founder of 
the society and mentor to countless 
West Kootenay musicians. 

Nancy Argenta, youngest of the 
musical Herbison family, studied 
voice in Vancouver with Jacob Hann 
and later with Martin Chambers at 
the University of Western Ontario. 
Since her professional debut in 1983 
she has become one of the foremost 
sopranos of her generation, regarded 
as “the supreme Händel soprano of 
our age.” Argenta is a renowned 
interpreter of Bach, Purcell, Mozart, 
Schubert and even Schoenberg. 

Ingrid Attrot, a “singer of 
uncommon theatrical sensibility 
and musical intelligence,” began 
her musical studies at the Victoria 
Conservatory and graduated from 
the Opera Division at the University 
of Toronto. With help of the Canada 
Council, she continued her studies at 

the National Opera Studio in London, 
England. Ingrid’s distinguished 
career spans opera and concert work, 
as well as several major recordings. 
In September 2007 Attrot became 
head of the Voice Department at the 
Victoria Conservatory of Music.

When asked about the content 
of the Kaslo recital Argenta said, 
“It’s not finalized yet, but we do 
know that we will do some duets by 
Purcell and the premiere of a piece 
which was commissioned for us (as 

a wedding present) by New Zealand 
composer Ross Harris.” Nancy 
and Ingrid will be accompanied by 
pianist Robert Holliston, Head of 
Collaborative Piano Studies at the 
Victoria Conservatory of Music.

Tickets will be available at 
the door. Adults $20, Seniors $18  
Students, $5. School-age children 
admitted free when accompanied 
by an adult patron. For further 
information call 353-7539 or 
354-5368.

McDowall Memorial Concert features Nancy Argenta 

Support the Valley 
Voice.
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subscription 

Only $10 - $30 per year
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with 
andrew 
rhodes

Get outta town
with 

peter 
roulston

WANTED 
TO BUY: 

CEDAR AND 
PINE POLES
John Shantz

• 250-308-7941 (cell)

Please contact: Gorman 
Brothers Lumber Ltd.

250-547-9296

PETER ROULSTON’S BICYCLE HOSPITAL
New DeNver • 358-2133 • OPeN IN MArCH

aVaLanCHe oF SaVinGS
Need some cheap used ski stuff?

• Set of 3 older PIEPS transceivers – $90
• Avalanche safety manual, as new – $10

• 190 cm Rossignol Quantums w. 3 pin – $10
• 3 piece compact shovel, plastic/steel – $10

• 2 pieces climbing skins, 100 cm long – $10

Taking tracks, 
making tracks

This winter seems to be more 
like the ones the oldtimers brag about 
from years gone by, what with steady 
snows, continuing cold weather and 
some doozer avalanches. Ski hills have 
offered great lift skiing but for anyone 
climbing uphill under their own steam 
it would be nice to get a break from 
frequent trail breaking. Not to mention 
all the shoveling and plowing that 
precedes playtime…

So a lot of my ski tours this 
winter have been in search of packed 
or groomed uptracks that still have 
some undisturbed deep stuff for the 

rewarding run back down. During 
some of the longer ascents up mining 
roads or through logged blocks I find 
time to dwell on how snow can focus 
or confine our activities and how that 
snow can tell a tale.

The other morning I loaded up the 
car for the short drive out Highway 
31A to put on the climbing skins and 
head up one of the dozens of mining 
roads that climb to the high country. 
I sure appreciate the tracks left by 
the YRB crews who keep this large 
network of roads cleared for the very 
small population who use them. There 
have been times when I’ve driven out 
there, parked in a cleared pullout and 
skied away without seeing another 
vehicle, yet these remote routes are still 
well maintained. Later that morning 
the local talk was about all the fresh 
cougar tracks through the village and 
down by Carpenter Creek.

Keeping a decent rail open or 
packed/groomed is tough anytime, so 

I’m pretty happy to follow the tracks 
of whatever snowmobile may have 
blasted up the road I choose to take. 
Although I know a lot of shorter tour 
locations that don’t get tracked up and 
remain pristine, the fact is that most 
hardcore skiers rely on snowmobiles 
to get to the alpine for day trips. 

My usual strategy for tours is to 
allow a couple days for the new dump 
of snow to settle out and resolve, and 
the snowpack gets lighter and faster 
for the run down. The day of the 
storm is great for making tracks at 
the ski hills, but I’ve never found a 
shortage of good powder by the time 
I do get out. 

Walking downtown on snowy 
days to get mail, lunch or run errands 
can be quite revealing. Footprints 
intersecting form opposing streets will 
form little packed-down patterns as the 
walkers meet, mingle, turn to regard 
things and finally go off elsewhere. 
Some footprints display the marks of 

those chain-up things that fit on boots; 
some prints show the poke marks of a 
stick or ski pole. Certain boot tracks 
look like rugged snow tire treads and 
others leave the brand name of that 
footwear molded right into the slush. 

On seriously snowy days I’ll click 
into my beater skis and ski downtown 
via some less active streets. I might 
classic ski or skate ski, and it’s neat 
to leave those tracks past snowbound 
cars and choked sidewalks. Funny 
how some people walk with their feet 
absolutely straight to the direction of 
travel and others are walking with 
toes pointed way in or splayed out 
like ducks. Look back at your tracks 
some time.

Last week the sun burst out nicely 
after a small morning storm and it 
seemed about right to get some photos. 
Carpenter Creek developed some 
fantastic ice features over the past 
couple weeks with blue ice shelves, 
ice-rimmed whirlpools and odd gray 
masses of slush underwater covering 
the creek bottom. People have been 
walking and skiing right across the 
creek in several places. Perhaps 
someday a bridge will appear down 
there and that concept is considered 
favourable in the recent New Denver 

Official Community Plan.
Snowfalls in the valley bottom 

should end soon and the rain will 
wash away the legacy of tracks and 
trails for another season. Whatever got 
damaged by snow loads will get fixed, 
the trails of summer will reappear and 
these masses of snow will melt their 
way into the ground, the streams and 
the lake.

Peter Roulston owns the Bicycle 
Hospital in New Denver and is suffering 
from early onset cabin fever.

with Jamie Barber

Ridiculous gas 
prepayment 
regulation

I wonder how you have been 
feeling about the new provincial 
regulation that requires all petrol 
station customers to pay for their 
gasoline before they are allowed to 
pump. I have done a non-empirical, 
downright un-scientific study in the 
local area, and it seems that just 
about everybody is incensed.

Now I have seen some pretty 
ridiculous provincial legislation in 
my time, but I think this regulation 
may well take the cake for plain, 
unadulterated drivel.

I suppose if you live in the big 
city and there is a problem with 
dishonest people dashing away 
without paying, it makes sense to 
institute some kind of system that 
ensures the product is paid for, as 
well as keeping the gas-jockeys 
safe. 

Out here in our own hinterland, 
things are somewhat different. For 
one thing, people know one another 
and are forced by circumstance to 

make sure they are honest in their 
business dealings. For another, 
business etiquette has developed 
where it is not only polite to chat 
with your customers, but it is also 
important to show you trust them. 

Being forced to pay for a product 
before you receive it makes about as 
much sense in this case as it does to 
pay for your groceries before you 
actually gather them together. After 
all, is it really more likely that you 
would drive away without paying 
for your gas, as it is that you would 
gather up your groceries and simply 
walk out the door without paying? 
I am sure each is possible, and I 
am also sure that on occasion, each 
occurs, but in the small communities 
that we live in, an individual would 
have little chance of making a habit 
of these dishonest practices before 
they were well known for their 
shenanigans.

The travesty of the new provincial 
regulation is that it institutes fear and 
dishonesty within our communities. 
When I am asked to pay for a product 
in this manner, it is implicit that I 
am being told that I am not trusted 
enough to not dash off without 
paying. Call me old-fashioned, but I 
find this attitude counter productive 
to the trust that is necessary to 
maintain social interactions in our 
small communities. 

There is a reason I have opted to 

live in a small rural community. Much 
of it has to do with the closeness I 
feel to others that I live with. Social 
interactions are based on trust and 
fellowship and are much different to 
those experienced in the anonymous 
city where it is expected that one is 
suspicious of one’s neighbour. I have 
never felt comfortable in this milieu 
and as a result, am passionately 
opposed to the provincial government 
regulating this distrustful attitude 
here in my community.

The fostering of this big-city 
suspicion aside, the rule doesn’t even 
accomplish what it sets out to do. 
What is to stop an individual leaving 
$20 with the attendant and then filling 
the tank with $40 worth of fuel and 
dashing off? I am sure we could all 
figure out a myriad ways of getting 
around paying for a product if we 
set our mind to it. Honesty is simply 
not legislated; it is developed within 
families and communities. To bring 
in legislation such as this does little to 
solve the problem, but does much to 
undermine the trust that all our small 
communities are based upon. 

It is a well-established ploy 
of knave politicians to legislate 
unworkable ‘tough-on-crime’ 
legislation to further their own 
credentials as ‘social improvers.’ 
Unfortunately, we all get to live with 
the fallout from such ill-conceived 
plans.

Fast food no 
Fasting maybe

Hello out there all you fabulous 
food fans. No actual restaurants to 
write about this time around except 
my usual stops around New Denver, 
and you know where those are. I 
did have an interesting sort of food 
experience recently though. I went 
on a ten-day fast.

That’s right! Ten days with no 
solid food. My own idea. I’ve done 
it three times before over the last five 
years or so. I consulted a naturopath 
and two doctors to make sure I 
wasn’t doing harm to myself. You 
know what? It’s great. After a day 
I lost interest in food and just kept 
on with tea and juice and water and 
vitamin supplements. I finished the 
ten days eight pounds lighter and 
feeling great. 

DO NOT take my word for it. 
If you want to try a fast, consult a 

naturopath and your doctor. There 
are many kinds of fasts, and what 
they all have in common is that they 
give your insides a rest. There are 
fasting “kits” available at health food 
stores. You can do a three-day fast if 
you want. You can do a fast where 
you eat salads. There are all kinds.

So what did I do when my fast 
ended? Well, it’s good to take it 
easy for the first day or so. Then eat 
whatever you like.

Speaking of eating what you 
like, for those of you who like to 
eat meat, here’s a place to go on the 

internet: www.beefinfo.org. That site 
has a great deal of information about 
buying and preparing meat. All kinds 
of it. There are new recipes posted 
every month, and you can sign up 
for their monthly newsletter.

I’ve been making a lot of 
meatballs lately. So far my fave 
recipe is the one in The Joy of 
Cooking for ‘German Meatballs’ 
(with gravy) Yum Yum!!

Take care, drive carefully, and 
make some meatballs.

Talk to you later. 
-Your intrepid food editor.

For the second year in a row, the Kaslo Midget house team won first place in the Cranbrook tournament, 
held January 25-27 this year. Back row, L to R: Ben Lang (coach), Morgan Mattes, Spencer Davie, Chad 
Jones, Tim Tyers. Centre row: Shane McKinnon, Cody Bens, Nick Jones, Ben Davie, Jayson Foley, Cam 

Settle. Front row: Tyler Aassen, Brad Reimer, Jared Berry, Nicolas Gagnon, Dustan Tyers.
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 Passmore
 Laboratory Ltd.
Water Testing • Flow Measurements
CAEAL certified to test drinking water
We’re in the Valley at: 1-250-226-7339
Jennifer & Tony Yeow passlab4@netidea.com

CLASSIFIED ADS

RESTAURANT/WINE & BEER

Slocan Valley Co-op. Slocan Park
Food, hardware, Feed, Gas PumPs, 

Liquor aGency, canada Post, Lotto centre

Open 7 days a week 6 am-9 pm

Owned by the members it serves.
3024 Hwy 6, pH: 226-7433 / Fx: 226-7916

e-mail: s.v.coop@telus.net

Ann’s Natural Foods
Ann Bunka

- 358-2552 -
805 Kildare St., new Denver

• Zack Graphics & Inks •
Printer Sales ~ Discount Inkjet Cartridges
Photo Papers ~ Guaranteed Inkjet refills

eBay Marketing ~ Digitial Design

250-358-2111 • izack@telus.net
612 Josephine St. • Box 292 • New Denver, BC V0G 1S0

Beside Slocan Park Service
2976 Highway 6, Slocan Park

wine & Beer making Kits 
to satisfy all budgets!

Winlaw Brew-Op

5972 Cedar Creek Road, Winlaw • 226-7328

Take-Home Kits, or Brew it with Us!
Open 11:00 to 6:00 Tues. to Sat.

    winter HourS
      7 am - 9 pm

QUALITY PIZZA anytime!
265-4880
Air Conditioned

93-5th Ave. Nakusp
Smoking & Non-Smoking

laceNick’s

P
Breakfast starts at 7:00 am

Open Tuesday - Sunday
9 am - 4 pm

Main St. New Denver 358-2381

Specialty Coffees, Teas, 
U-Brews and Kits for Home
                    • Open Every DaynaKuSp  265-4701

Slocan Village Market
Groceries, fresh produce, fresh meat, 

Agency Liquor, organic foods, 
in-store deli, in-store bakery.

Open 7 days/week, 9 am - 7 pm
Slocan, BC • ph:355-2211 • fax: 355-2216

Lemon Creek 
Lodge & Campground

Year-round facility
Licensed Restaurant
Open Thurs - Sun

5 PM - 8 PM
1-877-970-8090 tfn

www.jonesboysboats.com
Ainsworth, British Columbia

4080 Hwy 31 N
Call: 1-877-552-6287

(250) 353-2550 Fax (250) 353-2911

HARBERCRAFT

LeSter Koeneman
phone 265-3128 or

24-hour Fax 265-4808
Broadway St. Nakusp

Ph: 359-7111  Fax: 359-7587
www.playmorpower.com

Playmor Junction Hwy 6 & 3A
1043 Playmor

ENGINEERED WITH YOU IN MIND

Re-Awakening
Health Centre• Health Products

• Books
• Greeting Cards

320 BroaDway St. naKuSp  265-3188

pauLa ConraD
Home: (250) 358-2707

SELkIRk REALTY
265-3635

Free consuLtation

E-mail: paulaconrad@royallepage.ca
Website: www.royallepage.ca/selkirkrealty

HuB internationaL 
Barton 

inSuranCe 
BroKerS

For all your 
inSuranCe 

needs
265-3631

1-800-665-6010

NEW DENVER  
358-2443 358-7292

Your Local Grocer

SILVERTON

SOCKEYE SAWMILLS
 SLOCAN, BC
  • Custom on-site milling 
  • Timber/Lumber sales
  • Cedar posts, fencing, decking
  • Untreated landscape ties
Phone: 355-0024 • email: sockeye@telus.net

The Apple Tree 
Sandwich Shop

Soup, Sandwiches & Desserts
358-2691

Mon. - Fri. 7 A.M. - 4 P.M.
Sat. 11 A.M. - 4 P.M.

Tammy Peitzsche
“Your Valley Specialist”
   - Honesty
   - Integrity
   - Customer Service
Free Market Evaluation
isoldit@shaw.ca
365-9640

 GROCERY • HEALTH FOOD

SAWMILL

Kootenay Administration Services
Carlene Enge - Owner/Operator

RR#1,Site 3,Comp.4, Edgewood, BC V0G 1J0
Ph: 250-269-7147  Fax: 250-269-7339

Email: cenge@edgeconnection.ca
Accounting, Payroll & Payroll Remittance, Office  
Organizing, Taxes, Vacation Relief & Business 

Financial Concerns

RECREATION

PROFESSIONAL SERVICES

REAL ESTATE

Advertise in the Valley Voice. It pays!!!
Call 358-7218 for details or email: valleyvoice@netidea.com

BUSINESS DIRECTORY

Fresh Produce, 
Free Range 

Eggs, Imported 
Cheeses, 

Specialty & 
Ethnic Foods

212 Broadway, Nakusp • 265-4039

Personal Classified Ads 
start at $8.00

Call 358-7218 for details

Paradise Restaurant
Pizza - Open Late

Now serving chicken
Take out or dine in
358-7773 • 358-7929

12 Lake Ave • Silverton, BC

Next 
Valley 
Voice 
Deadline: February 22, 2008

SLOCAN LAKE GARDEN SOCIETY 
AGM: Sunday, February 24, 2-4 pm, 
Burgin Jacobs’ home, New Denver. Activity 
and events planning for the coming year.  
ALL WELCOME, especially new residents. 
Optional potluck after meeting. More info 
- 358-2395.
CANADA READS - Five great works 
of Canadian fiction. Join a CBC Canada 
Reads book discussion at the Nakusp Public 
Library on Friday, February 22nd at 10 a.m. 
Discuss the books chosen by the CBC Radio 
panel as their favourites. Refreshments and 
the raffle of Canada Reads tote bags full of 
books. Everyone most welcome—even if 
you haven’t read the books. Check it out!
BILL BOURNE with Madagascar Slim 
and a percussionist Friday March 7th at 
7:30 PM at the Langham in Kaslo.  “A 
fiercely independent musician.” www.
thelangham.ca.
COME SEE FOUR LOCAL HERITAGE 
SOCIETIES at Bosun Hall Wednesday, 
February 20 from 12:00 to 6:00 pm. Nikkei 
Internment Memorial Centre, Silverton 
Historical Society, Sandon Historical 
Society and Silvery Slocan Historical 
Society. Thanks to funder Columbia 
Kootenay Cultural Alliance.
VIDEO CLUB UPDATE: Friday, February 
15 at 7:30 at the Hidden Garden Gallery 
come and see a musical documentary, 
“Genghis Blues.” Made by Roko Belic, 
this film was nominated for an Academay 
Award for best foreign documentary in 
1999. Blind American blues singer, Paul 
Pena, discovers the ancient art of Tuvan 
throat singing and participates in a national 
competition (Mongolia?) A personal portrait 
and the story of a unique cultural exchange. 
Infectious energy. All welcome. 
HERITAGE TEA AND FASHION 
SHOW February 17, 2008 at the Bosun 
Hall from 2 pm - 4 pm. Admission by 
Donation, Sponsored by the New Denver 
May Queens. Everyone welcome.

rentaL wanteD
SINGLE PERSON seeking rental. No pets/
small dwelling preferred. Phone 358-2307.

LoSt
LOST: TAN COLOURED FELTED 
HAT on Slocan River Road between 
Winlaw Nature Park and Winlaw School. 
Call Sharon Block  226-7703.

eDuCation

CONTINUING EDUCATION/ADULT 
LEARNING CENTRE NAKUSP
Adult Basic Education classes available 
– start anytime!
OCCUPATIONAL FIRST AID LEVEL 
1, Feb. 18;
BUSINESS PLAN BASICS, rescheduled 
Feb. 18, 25;
MICROSOFT OFFICE, EXCEL 2007, 
Feb. 19;
MICROSOFT OFFICE, POWER POINT 
2007, Feb. 26;
BRAIN FOOD FOR KIDS (Adults 
Too!), Feb. 20;
PAY LESS TAX: Discover tax-saving 
techniques, Feb. 21;
B O O K E E P I N G  F O R  S M A L L 
BUSINESS, Feb. 22, 23;
PUTTING LIFE  INTO YOUR 
PAINTING, with Barbara Wilson, 
Feb.29-Mar.2;
TAKE CONTROL! A Financial Planning 
Workshop, Mar. 6;
YOU MUST PRE-REGISTER FOR 
ALL CLASSES. 
For more information and registration 

call Selkirk College 265-4077 
For rent

OFFICE OR RETAIL SPACE - 16’ x 
24’, next to Silverton Building Supplies 
on highway. $265.00/month. Call 
250-358-2293.

For SaLe
ARTFULLY PAINTED, open concept 
mobile home with carport. Must be moved 
from 105 Josephine St., New Denver. 
$12,000. Phone 352-7629.

HeaLtH
FULL SPECTRUM BODY WORK 
offers deep tissue and stress reduction 
treatments in the privacy of your own 
home. For additional info and to book 
appointments please call 358-6808.
DR. PAUL M. HINTON will be providing 
chiropractic care at the Slocan Community 
Health Centre in New Denver every 
Wednesday afternoon and Thursday morning 
commencing January 16, 2008. To book 
appointments, please phone 250-352-5135.

RELAx & REJUVENATE  w i th 
RAINDROP TECHNIQUE: Drops of the 
purest grade nine essential oils applied 
in a raindrop-like fashion along the spine 
transport you to an alpha state of relaxation. A 
therapeutic experience that may keep working 
for five to seven days after your treatment, it 
has been shown to have a very positive effect 
on health & wellbeing. Certified Practitioner. 
Robyn Grant, Nakusp (250) 265.9948 for 
information & appointments. 
CRANIAL SACRAL THERAPY with 
Darlene. Deep fluid inner massage available 
alternate Tuesdays at Hand and Soul, 
Silverton. Call 358-2177.
YOGA, FELDENKRAIS and THAI 
MASSAGE in Nakusp. Available for 
workshops in the West Kootenay. Nakusp 
Movement & Wellness Centre. Tyson Bartel 
265-3827.

HeLp wanteD
NAKUSP GOLF CLUB - Permanent 
seasonal position available for the greens 
and grounds crew. Mechanical experience 
an asset. Contact Nakusp Golf Club, Box 
148, Nakusp, B.C. V0G 1R0 or knishida@
okanagan.net.
LOOKING FOR person who will work 
on commission basis to help market hotel 
rooms to heliskiers and snowmobilers. 
Connections with these industries an 
asset. For further information call Moe at 
Silverton Lakeshore Inn. 358-7929.

announCement

PHILIPPE & FARHANA DUMONT are 
pleased to announce the birth of their baby 
girl, Mirabelle, who was born on January 
20th 2008 in Nelson, BC.
ROTARY CLUB of Nakusp is looking 
for submissions to nominate the 2007 
Citizens of the Year in Nakusp and area. 
Nominations seek a person of any age who 
has made an outstanding contribution to the 
community. This may include our youth, 
couples or individuals. Please include in 
your nomination as much supporting data 
as possible. Deadline Friday, March 21, 
2008. Please mail nominations to: Citizen 
of the Year Award Committee, Rotary Club 
of Nakusp and area, PO Box 62, Nakusp, 
BC  V0G 1R0. For more information, please 
call 265-3373.

BuSineSS opportunitieS
WANT TO START YOUR OWN 
BUSINESS?  Community Futures 
offers business counselling and start-up 
information. Appointments available in 
Nakusp and New Denver. Contact Marilyn 
Rivers at 265-3674, ext. 201 or email 
nakusp@futures.bc.ca.
NAKUSP GOLF CLUB has a business 
opportunity available for operation of the 
Kitchen and Licenced Restaurant facility 
running from April to October every year. 
Information package by contacting Nakusp 
Golf Club, Box 148, Nakusp, B.C. V0G 
1R0 or knishida@okanagan.net. Closing 
date Feb.15/08.

CarD oF tHanKS
The Whole School wants to THANK the 
amazing musicians and performers and 
Papa Roots our Sound Man who donated 
their talent to the Blue Moon Coffee 
House! Also the artists and businesses that 
donated auction items and all the parent 
donated art/artisan items. And of course, 
the community for coming out and having 
a great time. We’re truly grateful for your 
support!

CominG eVentS
DRAWING & SCULPTURE focusing 
on Hands & Feet! Explore these expressive 
parts of the human body through drawing 
and clay. 6 Classes starting on Wed. Feb. 
20. @ Silverton Gallery. 6:30-9:00PM. For 
registration and/or information contact: Elly 
Scheepens phone: 358-2689.
THE ALFA GUILD GALLERY will 
be holding their AGM on Feb. 17th, at 
1:00 p.m. in Betty Falhman’s Studio. All 
members are encouraged to attend and 
anyone else who is interested.
THE KOOTENAY DANCEBEAT 
SOCIETY presents a Social Ballroom Dance 
at Brent Kennedy School, South Slocan on 
the second Saturday of every month until 
June. Mini Lesson 7:30pm, Dancing 8 pm - 
11 pm. Everyone Welcome! Cost $5.00. For 
more info www.dancingbeat.org
O N E - S T R O K E  P A I N T I N G 
WORKSHOP – Sat. March 22nd 10-4 in 
Silverton – instructor is Karen Dubreuil, 
watch for more info in next issue or call 
now to register 358-2828, only 10 spots 
available for this workshop.
REIKI LEVEL I and II at Labyrinth 
Gardens with Reiki Master Fran Ure. Feb. 
18-21. Just need a refresher? All healers 
welcome to attend for $25 per session. Call 
to register – 265-4123.
WHAT IS THE COLUMBIA RIVER 
TREATY? HOW DOES IT AFFECT ME? 
Find answers to these and other important water 
& hydro questions on February 27, 7PM, Knox 
Hall, New Denver. Kindy Gosal, Columbia 
Basin Trust, will present THE COLUMBIA 
RIVER TREATY – RESHAPING OUR 
LIVES NOW AND IN THE FUTURE, 
followed by a short CBC documentary about 
the construction and impacts of Columbia 
River dams on our region. Co-sponsored by the 
Slocan Lake Stewardship Society. See article, 
p. 8, this issue.
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HALL LUMBER 
& BUILDING SUPPLIES

Open Mon, Tues, Wed, Fri & Sat 
10 am to 5 pm

pHone 250-269-0043
Find us at 280 Lower Inonoaklin Rd. 

Edgewood, BC

COLES RENTALS
HEATERS (PROPANE & ELECTRIC)
PLATE TAMPERS, JUMPING JACKS, 

JACKHAMMERS, HAMMER DRILLS, CONCRETE 
MIXERS, CONCRETE SAWS, TILECUTTERS, 
BLOCKCUTTERS, SCAFFOLDING, FLOOR 

SANDERS, FLOOR NAILERS, ROOFING NAILERS, 
FRAMING NAILERS, GENERATORS, WATER 

PUMPS, COMPRESSORS, 
PRESSURE WASHERS, ROTO TILLER, 

PROPERTY PIN LOCATOR, CHIPPER/SHREDDER, 
GAS POST HOLE DIGGER, WOODSPLITTER

PHONE 358-2632
1-888-358-2632

WEST KOOTENAY
MACHINE SHOP

915 Front Street
Nelson, BC V1L 4C1
(Railway Side Access)

General Machining
Parts Repaired or 

Remanufactured

Shop Phone/Fax
250-352-2123

Dave Smith     Owner/Machinist

MOUNTAIN VALLEY STATION
BOTTLE DEPOT

Slocan City • 355-2245
Open MON - SAT  9-5

Your “Bottle Drive” Specialists

FOR ALL YOUR 
PROPANE NEEDS

359-7373
1-800-471-5630

Your local bulk dealer & service centre

• Ready Mix Concrete • 
• Lock Blocks • Septic Tanks •

• Drain Rock • 
• Road Crush • Sand & Gravel • 

• Dump Trucks • Excavator • 
• Crusher •

• Coloured Concrete • 
• Site Preparation •

Box 1001, Nakusp, BC, V0G 1R0
Ph. 265-4615 • 265-4328 (eves)

Lower Arrow Contracting
• Residential & Commercial 

Construction  
Property development, subdivision & services

For estimates or consultation call
Bob or Kevin (250) 269-7497

Slocan Auto &
Truck Repairs

24 hour towing 
BCaa, Slocan, BC  

355-2632

24 Hour towinG
1007 Hwy 23, naKuSp

pH: 265-4577

• welding repairs • full service 
& repair • licenced technician • 

radiator repairs & service • mobile 
service available • fast, friendly 

Installation and maintenance 

call Jim Berrill
(250) 359-5922

JEMS Propane Ltd.

COMPUTER

Grey Barn Computers

Ron Nymeyer
212 4th Ave NW

Nakusp

250-265-2163
theoldgreybarn@hotmail.com

  Service
  Repairs
  Upgrades
  Sales

ken@palmercomputerservices.com

Palmer 
Computer 
Services

- Repairs 
- Upgrades 

- Consulting
Microsoft Certified 
Systems Engineerphone: 355-2235

ICF Building Products
“We provide Star Service”    

1-888-289-4731

111 Mcdonald Drive, Nelson, BC
ph 250-352-3191

sales@mainjet.ca • www.mainjet.ca

EQUIPMENT RENTAL

LAUNDROMAT
HAIR

NAKUSP GLASS
201 Broadway

265-3252
The clear choice for 
all your glass needs!

RECYCLING

SALES & SERVICE
98 - 1st Street, Nakusp • 265-4911

OPEN 6 DAYS A WEEK
CHAINSAWS
• Stihl
• Husqvarna
MOWERS
• Snapper
• Toro
• Lawnboy

TRIMMERS
• Homelite
• Stihl • Toro
• Husqvarna
SMALL ENGINES
• Tecumseh
• Briggs & Stratton

For all your painting needs
Call

naKuSp
maintenanCe

Free written Quotations
265-3082 • cell: 265-1574
Email: sapietis@telus.net

Mark Adams
Certified General Accountant

P.O. Box 279
New Denver, BC 
V0G 1S0

BUS. 250-358-2411

ACCOUNTANT

AUTOMOTIVE • SMALL MOTORS • MACHINE SHOP

Serving the Slocan, Arrow Lakes 
& North Kootenay Lake Valleys

1-866-355-9037
1-250-355-2790

hanspainting@telus.net

• Painting • Staining • Lacquering
• Texturing • Polomyx

• Faux-Finishes • Wall-Papering
• Industrial Coatings

Past painter for Alberta New Home Warranty
Justin Cox • Don Leggatt

Our Goal is Quality
Our Number is: (403) 667-5209
Just In Time  For All Your Painting & Construction Needs

• Location in your area soon!!!
• Be the first on our list of 

West Kootenay Customers!
Thanks for reading our ad

Beside Slocan Park Service
2976 Highway 6, Slocan Park

Tradesman Electric
commercial • residential 

new construction • renovations
Reliable friendly service

Free Estimates Call Steve 226-7163

358-7769

AvA’s  
Hair studio

Far right entrance of the Wild Rose Restaurant in Rosebery

Tuesday to Friday 10-4 
open late Thursdays

Advertise in the Valley Voice
Your locally owned, independent 

community newspaper

Hiway 6 Service is now 

Nakusp   265-4406
BCAA Towing

Caribou Service
(250) 265-3191

5549 Frontage Road
Burton, BC

24 Hr Towing and Recovery
Auto Repairs & Tires

Auto Parts

CONSTRUCTION • HOME • GARDEN 
JEWELRY

FLORIST

JO’s Jewelry
CustOm wOrk and repair in 

silver and GOld, by appOintment

358-2134
new denver, GOldsmitH JO-anne barClay

HEALTH
Hand & Soul Healing Centre

Chiropractor, Larry Zaleski, D.C.
Mondays & Fridays - Silverton

Every other Wednesday in Winlaw or Nakusp
Counsellor/Healing Facilitator

Sue Mistretta, M.A., CCC.
358-2177 Silverton & Winlaw

Support the Valley Voice with a voluntary subscription!
Only $10 - $30 per year Susan L. Yurychuk • 250-358-6804

By Appointment Only • New Denver

myofascial release • deep tissue massage • relaxation massage

MASSAGE

BUSINESS DIRECTORY

Fresh Flowers for all occasions!! Delivery to New Denver

212 Broadway, Nakusp • 265-4039

CLASSIFIED ADS

WRITER/EDITOR

NOTICE: AGM 2008 - Area “H” North 
TV Society AGM will be held on March 
5, 2008 at 7:00 pm in the Hidden Garden 
Gallery. All are welcome.
PLANNING FUNERAL arrangements 
upon the loss of a loved one can be eased 
if we know their “last wishes.” For our 
downloadable Last Wishes Handbook 
www.slocanlake.com/who/community.
html or contact Jamie 358- 7269.

SerViCeS
RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL 
SEPTIC TANK CLEANING: “Serving 
the Valley” 7 days/wk, 24-hr. All-Around 
Septic Services, Don Brown (250) 
354-3644, emergency 352-5676.
ROGAN ELECTRIC  Residential, 
commercial, industrial wiring. Local 
references available. All work guaranteed. 
“We get the job done.” 353-9638.

in memoriam
Fred F. Podovelnikoff – In loving 
memory, Fred F. Podovelnikoff, April 12, 
1923-February 18, 1998.

When we are sad and lonely
And everything goes wrong
We seem to hear you whisper,
“Cheer up and carry on.”
Each time we see your photo
You seem to smile and say,
“Don’t cry, I’m only sleeping
We’ll meet again someday.”

-Evelyn, Rich, Bob, Jeanette and families
notiCeS

F O R  I N F O R M AT I O N  O N  A A 
MEETINGS contact Dave 358-7265; 
John 265-4924; Tonio 358-7158; Dave 
353-2658; Joan 355-2805; Dan 359-7817; 
Bill 226-7705.

SLoCan VaLLey reCreation
WORD OF MOUTH 7 - Slocan Valley Storytellers. Sunday, Feb. 24th 1:00-4:00 p.m. 
Passmore Lodge.
ADDING A GREENHOUSE - Thurs. Feb. 21st. Mt. Sentinel School
MONDAY NIGHT BASKETBALL - Winlaw School Gym. 7:00 to 9:00 p.m.
WINE APPRECIATION NIGHT - With Alex Nichol. Thurs. Feb. 28th. Crescent Valley 
area.
PAINTING CHINESE LANTERNS - With Barb Wilson, Sunday, Feb. 17th. Winlaw.
STANDARD FIRST AID - March 1st & 2nd Crescent Valley Hall
SEED EXCHANGE DAY - Sunday, March 2nd. Vallican Whole Community Centre. 
10:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. Free!
BEGINNERS LUCK CHESS TOURNAMENT - Sat. March 1st Slocan Park Hall.
BABYSITTER TRAINING - Brent Kennedy School. March 3rd & 4th

226-0008

wanteD
WANTED: Certified Houseboat Captain. 
Must carry own insurance. Contact 
shadytours.com.
PHOTOCOPIER wanted. Call 358-7218.

GOING BANKRUPT or have a divorce 
or estate to settle? I’ll buy your house, 
condo, cottage, apartment block, or vacant 
land anywhere in BC. I pay cash. Call 
Mountainside Property Management 
250-574-7774.

Calling all 
photographers

A website is being created to 
showcase the beauty and diversity of 
British Columbia, and the heart of this 
site will be six photographs of each of 
BC’s 160 incorporated communities. A 
single photographer will be contracted 
for each community, and photographers 
will receive $500 for each photograph 
accepted for inclusion.

This project, called Picture BC, is a 
partnership between Knowledge Network 
and the Union of BC Municipalities, 
with the involvement of the Ministry of 
Tourism, Sports and the Arts.

For more information, visit www.
civicnet.bc.ca.
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Jo
After thirteen years together, I am 
still finding words to describe what 
you are to me:

Colleague...
Best Friend...
Confidant...
Inspiration...
Partner...
Co-conspirator...
Lover

    
Loving you is so easy, Ray 

on the Lake since 1897
358-7929

“Creating Jobs for the community”
12 Lake Ave • Silverton, BC

Saturday,
February 23, 

2008
$5.00 Cover

Coming Soon – More Entertainment in the Bar
Wet T-Shirt Night

Exotic Female & Male Dancers - Weekly
Karaoke & Drink Specials all Feb, March

Restaurant featuring Pacific’s Famous Pizza & Chicken

submitted
The Canadian Fliks Festival 

is set to roll Friday and Saturday 
February 15-16 at the Capitol 
Theatre. This year’s festival features 
six top-notch, award-winning films. 
Festival attendees will be able to 
enjoy Canada’s 2007 Sundance 
Film Festival entry, two TIFF top 

ten films of 2007, and award winners 
from national and international 
film festivals – many before their 
theatrical release.

The Union: The Business 
Behind Getting High opens the 
weekend with a bang on Friday, 
February 15 at 7 pm. This fast-paced, 
entertaining documentary looks at 

the $7 billion pot industry and asks: 
Does prohibition work? Who does 
it protect, what would happen if 
pot were legalized and taxed? What 
are the real health effects/risks of 
marijuana? The Union has screened 
at 21 international film festivals, and 
was voted runner-up most popular 
Canadian film at the Vancouver 
International Film Festival (VIFF).

The funny, poignant gem The 
Bodybuilder & I screens at 9 pm on 
Friday. A son, trying to reconnect 

with his absentee father, discovers 
dad has quit his law practice and 
become a competitive bodybuilder. 
Bryan Friedman’s exposé of the 
geriatric bodybuilding subculture 
won best Canadian doc at the Atlantic 
Film Fest, and best feature doc at Hot 
Docs.

O n  S a t u r d a y,  F e b r u a r y 
15 the 1:30 pm matinee Rock, 
Paper, Scissors: A Geek Tragedy, 
takes us into the underbelly of 
the Rock, Paper, Scissors World 
Championships. Will Canada’s 
Walker brothers, who started the 
Rock, Paper Scissors Society out 
of their love for the childhood 
game, survive this unprecedented 
explosion of the sport? RPS won 
best Canadian doc at the Calgary 
International Film Fest, and one the 
film’s producers, Patrick McKinnon, 
will be in attendance.

Saturday afternoon at 3:15 pm 
the festival screens the award-
winning Czech film Empties, by 
the father and son team who made 
the Academy Award winner Kolya. 
It’s the story of a Czech literature 
teacher who, instead of choosing a 
quiet retirement, takes on odd jobs, 
including one as clerk at a bottle-
return counter in a supermarket. 
There he creates a very exciting and 

fanciful life.
At 7 pm Saturday, Yung Chang’s 

Up the Yangtze, one of Canada’s 
top ten films of 2007, offers a final 
glimpse of life along the Yangtze 
River’s edge before the valley is 
flooded by the Three Gorges Dam. A 
beautifully photographed and deeply 
moving meditation, Up the Yangtze 
won best Canadian film honours at 
the VIFF, and represents Canada 
at this year’s prestigious Sundance 
Film Fest.

Wrapping up the festival 
Saturday at 9 pm, Amal is a powerful 
and touching story of Calcutta’s 
kindest auto-rickshaw driver. Amal 
is bequeathed a fortune by a crusty 
client and his life is thrown into 
turmoil as the dead man’s family 
tries to corrupt him. But destiny 
intervenes to allow Amal to reclaim 
his peace – something no amount of 
money can give him. This is another 
Canadian Fliks Festival film voted 
in Canada’s top ten by the TIFF 
group.

Tickets, three-film passes, and full 
fest passes are available at any FLIKS 
event, or at Otter Books. If you live 
out of town and want to reserve a 
ticket, send an email to info@fliks.
ca.  Film and festival details can be 
found at www.FLIKS.ca

FLIKS hosts Nelson’s 15th Annual Canadian Film Festival 

Up the Yangtze offers a final glimpse of life along the Yangtze River’s edge 
before the valley is flooded by the Three Gorges Dam.


