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Columbia-Kootenay people’s voices heard by Electoral Boundaries Commission
by Jan McMurray
The BC Electoral Boundaries
Commission’s amended report is good
news for the people of the ColumbiaKootenay region. We’re back to four
MLAs and the boundaries have been
re-drawn to take into account “the
community interests of the region as a
whole,” according to the report.
At a public hearing in Castlegar in
January, the overwhelming majority of
speakers told the commission to keep
the number of MLAs at four and to redraw the boundaries so as not to displace
communities.
Corky Evans, Nelson-Creston MLA,
was very happy that the commission
seemed to have listened to the people.
“I think it’s very cool when people are
invited to participate in a process, and
they do, and then the powers that be
hears them – and that seems to me to be
what happened.”
The new boundaries, however, are
substantially different than they are today
and have put Evans in an interesting
position.
“I was elated when I heard we got
Nelson-Creston back and then 24 hours
later I found out I didn’t live in it. I found
that very depressing,” he said.
Evans lives in the proposed Kootenay
West riding.
The four electoral districts in the
amended report include Kootenay

West, Nelson-Creston, Columbia RiverRevelstoke and Kootenay East.
Kootenay West includes the Slocan
and Arrow Lakes Valleys, Shelter Bay,
Galena Bay, Beaton and Gerrard to the
north, and Castlegar, Trail, Rossland and
Fruitvale to the south.
Nelson-Creston includes the
Kootenay Lake Valley and north up the
Lardeau-Duncan, with Salmo, Nelson,
Creston and Kaslo.
Columbia River-Revelstoke
includes Kimberley, Invermere, Golden
and Revelstoke; and Kootenay East
includes Cranbrook and the Elk Valley
communities.
Evans says he was “very unhappy
to be severed from my constituency,
but I don’t want to complain because it
isn’t about me. The people got their four
constituencies back.”
He also said that “when you look
at the map, you kind of see the logic”
of making up a constituency in the
Kootenay drainage, from Meadow Creek
to Creston, and a constituency in the
Arrow-Slocan drainage, from Nakusp
to Castlegar and Trail.
Since the release of the amended
report, Evans says he has been talking
to people and has found that it is quite
common for MLAs in rural areas to
live outside of the constituencies they
represent. “It happens regularly every
eight years when there is a boundary

re-distribution,” he said.
Evans says he hopes to be nominated
as candidate for the Nelson-Creston
riding in the next provincial election.
“It’s the job I’ve always had and the
work I know how to do. The fact that my
home is removed from the constituency
I don’t think precludes my seeking the
nomination or position.”
The amended report recommends
that there be 83 electoral districts in the
province, up from 81 in the preliminary
report and the current 79. The report also
proposes boundaries for the BC-STV
system, as British Columbians will vote
in a referendum during the May 2009
provincial election on whether or not the
BC-STV electoral system should take
effect for the 2013 election.
Under BC-STV, the four ridings in
the Columbia-Kootenay region become
one big constituency, represented
by four MLAs. Evans says he feels
“the geography is appropriate” in this
scenario.
“In some respects, we all
work together anyways. The four
constituencies constitute the territory
of the Columbia River Basin, so we all
go to CBT meetings. This was also the
CORE territory and it’s the AKBLG
(Association of Kootenay Boundary
Local Governments) territory – all the
MLAs attend these things.”
Also noteworthy is a letter from

Rotary Dinner Theatre presented The Lady Pirates of Captain Bree February 15 and 16 in
Nakusp. Pictured here are Wren Hobson playing Captain Bree and Bronwyn Conway playing
Julia, a young woman from a rich family who joins the lady pirates. More on page 11.

by Art Joyce
The Lemon Creek abattoir
site proposed by the Slocan Valley
Abattoir Cooperative (SVAC) has
been abandoned after opposition from
residents and provincial regulations made
it unworkable. Regulations stipulate that
an abattoir incinerator cannot be less
than 500 metres from residences or 1000
metres from businesses. This effectively
scuttles one of the primary purposes of
the location, which was to avoid the high
cost of having to truck animal waste to
government-approved disposal facilities
in Alberta.
“We’re not in this to aggravate
anyone,” says SVAC spokesperson
Kenyon McGee. “We are really trying
to do something that works for the
West Kootenay. The co-op wants to be
low impact but high potential for our
members and residents. We want the best
facility for them.”
McGee says the co-op has been
searching for a site that’s remote enough
but still fits the rules. SVAC’s plan is to
remain at least a kilometre away from
any private property. A few locations
have been identified as acceptable
but no site has been chosen yet. The
co-op will spend the next few weeks
narrowing down their choices to one or
two locations and then will hold public
meetings seeking community support.
“We really welcomed the
constructive information from Lemon
Creek residents. We offered them
guaranteed membership on the board and
limits to growth, and we don’t really want
to grow that much anyway. So hopefully
they’ll step up to the plate and support
us now. We’re trying to do something

so that the farming community doesn’t
have to change.”
McGee says the state-of-the-art
facility will help small farms in the
Slocan Valley sustain their lifestyle
– a lifestyle that is threatened under
new meat processing regulations. The
only other option to a fixed site is a
mobile abattoir, but this requires that
provincial inspectors inspect every farm
the unit is taken to – something McGee

doesn’t see gaining much support
here. He points out that the valley has
had abattoirs throughout its history.
The general purpose slaughterhouse
envisioned by the co-op will be able to
process the smaller quantities of sheep,
goats, chickens or beef typical of valley
farms.
“It’s going to require the support of
the people because we don’t have Mr.
Big behind us with a lot of money. We

just have our co-op membership. If we
fail, I’m sure that some form of Mr. Big
will come in here.”
SVAC was formed on the basis
of two fundamental concepts: first, to
become a co-op instead of a corporation,
allowing people from all walks of life
to become members/owners, use the
facilities and reap any profits. The second
principle was to become self-sustaining
and recycling. McGee says the regional

the commission to the speaker of the
legislature included in the amended
report. In the letter, the commission
states that it supports the need to have
the Legislative Assembly examine the

issue of protecting rural representation
in the legislature before the appointment
of the next commission.
For more information, visit www.
bc-ebc.ca.

Lemon Creek abattoir site abandoned due to protest, provincial regulations

district, Integrated Land Management
Bureau and the provincial government
have been very supportive.
McGee sees the abattoir initiative
as critical to the success of the 100 Mile
Diet concept and local self-sufficiency.
Local supermarkets carry organic meat
but much of it is not locally produced.
“We want to be up and running next
fall. Otherwise local meat production is
finished here.”

We’re guessing that this 30-lb. 2-oz. Rainbow is the biggest fish ever to be caught out of Slocan Lake. The fish is 39.5” long with a girth of 27”. Kim Roshinsky and Ron
Dionne spent over an hour to get in it in the boat on a 12-lb. test line. It was caught in the middle of the lake between New Denver and Rosebery at the end of January.

Country Furniture & Home Decor
Looking for something out of the ordinary? Country Furniture & Home Decor, 115 Hall St. Nelson, Toll-Free 1-866-352-3665
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MP Alex Atamanenko visits New Denver constituents, February 28
by Art Joyce
Southern Interior MP Alex
Atamanenko met with a group of about
20 citizens Saturday morning, February
23 at the home of Dick Callison and Barb
Yeomans in New Denver as part of a
‘coffee break’ tour of his constituency.
Atamanenko said meeting in peoples’
homes allows those who might be
uncomfortable at public meetings to
voice their concerns in a more relaxed
setting. Many present expressed their
thanks for his responsiveness to their
letters, phone calls and emails.
Questions ranged from general
concerns regarding ways of changing
government to specific issues such as
lake stewardship, local food security,
regulations affecting farmers, the Security
and Prosperity Partnership (SPP) and
other matters. Although unfamiliar with
the regulatory regime governing lakes
and waterways, Atamanenko said he is
in close contact with New Denver Mayor
Gary Wright, Area H Director Don
Munro and the Department of Fisheries

and Oceans.
Atamanenko said at a recent
parliamentary agriculture committee
meeting he attended, there was
agreement across all political parties
that food security is an issue of primary
importance. As Agriculture Critic,
Atamanenko has been at the forefront
of protecting the Canadian Wheat
Board from potentially devastating
deregulation. He noted that while the
US is pushing for removal of protection
for Canadian farmers, they are the first to
impose tariffs that protect and subsidize
their own farmers. A recent court ruling
has stated that any changes to the board
must be made through legislation passed
by Parliament rather than regulatory
changes imposed by the government,
though the government is appealing.
“American farmers have had some
of the best years due to subsidies while
Canadian farmers have had some of the
worst years,” Atamanenko said.
Concern was expressed over the
emerging biofuels industry and its

recent impact on the soaring prices of
food commodities such as corn and
wheat. Atamanenko said it’s a valid
concern, with food reserves currently the
lowest they’ve been in years. Currently
parliament is reviewing Bill C30,
Canada’s Clean Air and Climate Change
Act, as a means of regulating the biofuels
industry. He said that one scientist who
testified before the agriculture committee
has advised against going into wholesale
biofuels production. Often more energy
is used to create it than is actually
produced. Manitoba has capped biofuel
production to a maximum of 10% of
croplands. Although initially in the
US 40% of biofuel production was by
farmer-owned cooperatives, that balance
seems to be shifting toward the major
agribusiness corporations. Atamanenko
sees this trend as potentially dangerous.
“There may be a place for making
fuel from waste, rather than getting
into this food vs. fuel debate,” said
Atamanenko.
The biotech corporations see biofuels

as a potential inroad for genetically
modified organisms (GMOs). GMO
corn has already been used for biofuel
production in the US and Mexico.
Atamanenko said there’s a tremendous
push by lobbyists to introduce biofuel
production in Canada. He has filed a
private member’s bill calling for a ban
on ‘terminator’ seeds and calling for
GMO labeling. If Canadian wheat were
allowed to go GMO, it could devastate
Canada’s reputation on world markets.
Americans are importing the majority
of their fuel and are looking for ways of
decreasing their reliance on imports.
“Canada is the only one of the
three NAFTA partners who doesn’t
have a national energy policy, except
to provide the US with energy security.
Something’s not quite right here – we
should be getting an east-west oil
pipeline. We actually produce a surplus
but we export it.”
Atamanenko said he firmly believes
that when enough people express their
needs – individually and collectively

– government has no choice but to
comply. He cited the newly introduced
farm aid package to be announced by
the federal Agriculture Minister this
week as an example of government
bowing to public pressure from farmers.
Atamanenko urged constituents to
continue writing with their concerns,
and said MPs are duty bound to deliver
petitions whether they agree with them
or not. If government ministries fail to
respond, copy your letter to your MP
and ask that he or she bring it personally
to the attention of the minister. Another
mechanism for change are member’s
private bills, but he cautioned that with
hundreds of MPs presenting bills it can
be difficult to get one passed. However,
it lays the legislative groundwork so that
the government can adopt any member’s
bill when the issue resurfaces.
“Government changes when there’s
enough voice and enough people who
want change,” Atamanenko concluded.
“You can’t wait for government to do it.
You have to start at the local level.”

by Art Joyce
The short-term real estate boom
in the Kootenays the past few years is
leading to long-term problems in the
labour and housing markets. That’s one
conclusion of a report recently released
by Selkirk College Regional Innovation
Chair George Penfold, who told the
RDCK that a combination of low wages
and a lack of affordable housing could
lead to a shortage of 13,000 workers in
the West Kootenay over the next five
years.
Labour shortages are due in part
to increasing numbers of workers
transitioning into retirement, but soaring
housing costs may be driving younger
workers away from the Kootenays.
According to Census Canada data,
population in the region declined by
2.5% between 2001 and 2006. The
labour force age group (15 to 64)
declined from 58,175 to 56,805, with
increases coming primarily in the
over-50 age group. Penfold noted that
average individual and household
incomes in the region are below the
provincial average.
Penfold’s report follows on the
heels of one by the BC Non-Profit
Housing Society, Planning for Current
and Future Affordable Housing in
the Columbia Basin, which notes that
increasing numbers of middle-income
earners are migrating to larger centres
such as Calgary. Focus groups identified
the need for local jobs to have a higher

median income.
The report explains that in-migration
of home buyers has driven property
values up, making home ownership
unattainable to a large percentage of
the community. Many home buyers are
purchasing second homes as recreational
properties. In the Regional District of
East Kootenay, 41% of total property
value is held by non-residents, with
Alberta owners representing 33.5% of
that figure. The trend is similar in the
West Kootenay, especially Slocan Valley
north and Nakusp. Penfold’s report notes
that “since 2001, the value of residential
unit sales through MLS has doubled.”
The BC Non-Profit Housing
Society report is forecasting a shortage
of affordable housing, noting that
“median household incomes in 2000
for Kimberley, Fernie, and Invermere
residents are thousands of dollars short
of the household income required to
purchase a home.” Problems with
creating affordable housing have been
made worse by a lack of government
housing programs at both federal and
provincial levels. Penfold’s report
noted that in the Central and Kootenay
Boundary Regional Districts (less
Creston), two-thirds of the jobs are
in the services sector, with at-or-near
minimum wage levels.
The housing market has fragmented
into resort-based, recreation (seasonal
or second residences), and traditional
community real estate, the Columbia

Basin report explains. Development
of high-end facilities such as the Mt.
Mackenzie ski resort in Revelstoke
translates into almost instant increases
in real estate assessments – great for
developers but bad for anyone outside
the loop. A study done in Revelstoke
found that the average rental cost for
a house went from $600-650 a month
to $950-1050 a month over a five-year
period. Previous to these increases,
40% of tenants spent more than 30%
of their income on rent, but by 2001
that figure increased to 71%. Social
advocacy groups in Nelson noted that
this phenomenon is contributing to
homelessness and reducing options for
women in abusive relationships.
Municipalities and regional districts
have been struggling to catch up by
exploring ways of creating affordable
housing incentives within their Official
Community Plans through a combination
of incentives and requirements. An

example of an incentive is ‘density
bonuses’ (allowing more units per square
foot) to developers who agree to provide
a certain amount of affordable housing
units. Some communities, such as
Revelstoke, have sought to address the
declining quality of existing rentals by
implementing and enforcing standards
of maintenance bylaws. Others such
as Fernie are looking at moratoriums
on rental to strata conversions. Some
municipalities have maintained longterm affordability of newly built units by
legislating a set period, for example 25
years from the selling date, during which
the unit can’t be sold at market value.
The Columbia Basin report
studied examples of municipal housing
authorities that have been created
to manage, sustain and administer
affordable housing on an ongoing
basis. The Whistler Housing Authority
operates an employee housing fund,
administers a business/employer tax for

affordable housing, and has managed to
house one-third of its workforce within
municipal boundaries as a result. The
Teton County Housing Authority in
Jackson, Wyoming has acquired land,
built 400 ownership units, and housed
65% of its workforce locally. The
need for partnerships with developers,
provincial agencies such as the IHA,
and local authorities is seen as crucial to
the success of such initiatives. Another
solution is to create non-profit housing
societies with various combinations of
public/private financing.
One of the few private sector
initiatives noted came from VanCity
Credit Union, which created a
‘springboard’ mortgage, allowing 100%
financing for low-income purchasers of
homes, provided payments aren’t missed
or late. So far the success of the program
has been limited by average home prices
in the Lower Mainland approaching
$300,000.

by Jan McMurray
•The RDCK will apply to be one of
three communities in the Columbia Basin
to participate in the CBT’s Changing
Climate, Changing Basin initiative for
local governments and First Nations.
The program will provide support for
three communities to plan for adapting
to the impacts of climate change on a
local level.
•Funding will be pursued for the
installation of geothermal heating in all
RDCK fire halls.
•A ticketing bylaw was adopted,
setting fines for the contravention of
five bylaws. Fines of up to $500 can
be given for contravening the animal
control bylaw or the Defined Area K
dog control bylaw. Fines of $100 can
be given for contravening the building
bylaw and unsightly property bylaw
(only applicable to Areas B, F, G, I
and J). Fines of $200 can be given for
contravening the noise bylaw.
•George Penfold, Regional
Innovation Chair in Rural Economic
Development at Selkirk College,
presented his first annual report. He
said he will be focusing his efforts in
the coming months on labour force and
housing issues. If the current trend holds,
there will be 2,900 fewer people entering
the work force than people retiring in
2011. Regarding housing, he intends to
do a basin wide analysis, bringing some
experts together to see what can be done
to decrease the pressures and increase the
housing inventory.
Areas D & H
•An application for funding will
go out to the BC Heritage Branch for
Community Heritage Context Planning
in Areas H and D. Once funding is

secured, a consultant will be hired to do
the heritage planning.
Area D
•Approval of the electors was not
obtained to borrow money to upgrade
the Ainsworth wharf. There were 254
verified signatures received against the
borrowing, with only 173 signatures
(10% of eligible electors) needed for the
alternative approval process to fail.
However, Area D Director Andy
Shadrack reported in an interview that the
project will probably be able to go ahead
without borrowing, as federal funding
of $58,000 plus other contributions are
being secured.
•Staff was directed to prepare a
bylaw to merge the Kaslo and Area D
Regional Parks Service, the Kaslo and
District Arena Service and Recreation
Programs. The intention of this merger
is to streamline the collection and
distribution of taxes for parks and
recreation in Kaslo and Area D, as well
as to make the process transparent. Once
the bylaw has been drafted, the parks and
recreation groups will get together and
discuss a governance model.
•A water study for Kaslo and area
was referred to the March 7 Rural
Affairs committee meeting. Directors
Holland and Shadrack would like RDCK
staff to develop terms of reference for
the study and to apply for funding for
the study under the General Strategic
Priorities Fund. The Kaslo South Area
Water Supply Society hosted a meeting
February 11 to discuss the potential for
a co-ordinated water supply plan for the
Village of Kaslo, the back road, airport
area, Pineridge and Mirror Lake areas.
A report from the RDCK CAO on the
issue states that Kaslo’s “existing water

system faces challenges associated with
increasing health standards, watershed
protection and reliability.”
•Director Shadrack was successful
in his application for $35,000 from
the Community Works Fund for a
geothermal heating system program for
Jewett School in Meadow Creek.
•The bylaw that expands the Kaslo
Public Library service (taxation) area
was given three readings.
•The security issuing bylaw in the
amount of $122,200 for the Village of
Kaslo to purchase the provincial building
was adopted.
•The board voted to write letters
of support for the ‘green plan’ of the
employees of the Kootenay Lake Ferries.
Four RDCK directors, including Director
Shadrack, attended a meeting January
17, where the ferry employees presented
their proposal to reduce fuel consumption
and reduce carbon emissions. They
would also like to improve the service
by running the ferry for 20 hours per day,
up from the current from 17 (first ferry
to leave Balfour at 6 am and last to leave
Kootenay Bay at 1 am) and to change the
schedule so ferries run on the hour.
Area H
•Applications to the provincial Local
Motion Fund for the Winlaw Regional
and Nature Park boardwalk replacement
project (total cost of $13,350), and the
Rosebery-Three Forks Regional Park
bridge project (total cost $30,000) will
be updated and sent in by the March 15
deadline. These funding requests were
denied last year, but can be pursued again
this year. The grant will cover 50% of the
total project cost. Matching funds will
come from the Slocan Valley Regional
Park service.

Labour and housing reports for the Kootenays forecast severe shortages

New Denver • Silverton
Congratulations to our
two-minute shopping spree
winners!!
• Mohini Matthews
• Carol Pengelly
• Shannon Hodsall

• Rhonda Farrell
• Isy Schuman
• Ian Zack

FULL TIME JOB

• Sales Clerk and stocking
shelves

Apply in person at either of our convenient locations –
Eldorado Bigway • 402 6th Street • New Denver
Silverton Bigway • 222 Lake Avenue • Silverton

RDCK board, January 26 and February 23: RDCK will apply to CBT’s climate change planning program
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Pope & Talbot shuts down local operations, February 8
by Jan McMurray
Pope & Talbot is shutting down
its operations in the area, leaving
people wondering when Interfor will
get things started up again.
Operations in Nakusp shut down
February 8. The Castlegar mill closed
down on February 22 and the planer
mill was expected to close down a
week or so later.
“This is standard procedure when
the mill is changing hands,” said
Tony Ferreira, first vice president
of the United Steelworkers, Local
1-405.
Ferreira recalls that when
previous owner Western Star went
broke, operations were shut down
for six months before P&T got things
up and running again. He says he
doesn’t anticipate as long a wait
this time, but does not know when
Interfor will call people back to work
or how many shifts they will run.
“We’re hoping that by April 4
they will take over the plant and
we’ll sit down and talk with them
then,” he said.
He pointed out that Interfor would
be taking over at spring runoff, a down
time for logging. “We understand there
is 100,000 cubic metres of logs in the
water ready to go, but once we start up
again, logging operations are essential to
the whole puzzle. I guess the number of
shifts at the mill will depend on market
conditions.”
In the meantime, Ferreira says the
shutdowns will bring a lot of hardship
to our communities. He speculated that
the pulp mill could suffer a shortage of
fibre and end up shutting down as well.
“Nobody thinks about how far reaching
the effects can be until they see empty
stores and businesses closing.”
He reports that 150 Castlegar mill
workers were laid off in October and
another 150 were laid off on Friday.
He said employees take their benefit
packages and are protected by their
contracts, unless their contracts expire
during the shutdown.
When asked to comment on the
surplus lands that are up for sale and
that P&T has applied to remove from
TFL#23, Ferreira said a lot of the
properties were log dumps and were

important to TFL operations. “Right
from the beginning, the tugboat operators
took a strong stand on the dumps,
because they know they will be needed
sometime down the road. The operators
of the TFL someday will have to build
new dumps and that won’t be cheap.”
Ferreira added that personally he
is very upset about the sale of surplus

lands. “These are not to be sold – they
belong to the licence. I’m upset because
not one penny from the sales will stay
in the province and it makes no sense
that politicians have free licence to sell
off BC lands.”
The court has approved the sale
of 13 of the surplus properties in four
transactions, all which closed in January.

At the court hearing February 26, it was
anticipated that P&T would seek court
approval for several more land sales.
The Minister of Forests has not yet
released the properties from the TFL,
according to the ministry. The Trout Lake
property, one of the original 36 properties
for sale with a $595,000 price tag, was
taken off the market and put back into the

TFL at the request of Interfor.
Court documents indicate that BC
government approvals will likely come
through at the beginning of April. The
purchase agreement with Interfor expires
on April 23.
P&T now has agreements in place
to sell all of its operations. Pindo Deli,
an affiliate within the Indonesian based

By Jan McMurray
The RDCK board has decided
on a new way to distribute the grants
in lieu of taxes it receives from
BC Hydro and Columbia Power
Corporation. The intent behind the
new distribution formula is to share
the funding with all areas of the
Regional District.
Under the new formula, the
municipalities of New Denver,
Silverton, Slocan, Kaslo, Salmo and
Creston will be allocated grant-inlieu funding for the first time.
Starting this year, the hydro
grant-in-lieu funding will be managed
through General Administration
within a program called the
Community Development Program.
The purpose of the program will be
to further the social, economic and
environmental wellbeing of Regional
District residents and organizations,
or to reduce taxes.
The Regional District will put
its $574,231 of grant-in-lieu funds
into the Community Development
Program. Funding will then be
allocated as follows: $70,000 each
to the five electoral areas that are
most impacted by the dams (Areas
D, H, K, E and J); $20,000 to each
of the remaining six electoral areas;
$20,000 to each municipality with
a population of 1,000 or more;
$8,000 to each municipality with a
population under 1,000.
The three municipalities in the
district that receive hydro grants in
lieu separately (Nakusp - $14,755,
Castlegar - $291,596 and Nelson
- $291,562) will be invited to pool
their money into the Community
Development Program as well. If
they choose not to share their grant

money, they will be excluded from
the program.
It is anticipated that Nakusp will
be the only one of the three to agree
to contribute its funding. In this case,
Nakusp’s $14,755, will be prorated,
resulting in a small increase to the
allocations above.
So, under the new Community
Development program, Nakusp and
Kaslo will each have access to about

$20,000; New Denver, Silverton and
Slocan will each have access to about
$8,000; and Areas D, H and K will
each have access to about $70,000.
Last year, the RDCK’s $574,000
hydro grant-in-lieu money was
distributed as follows. The five
electoral districts most impacted by
the dams each received $70,000.
The other six electoral districts each
received $25,000. The remaining

$74,000 was put into Rural
Administration, benefitting all rural
areas of the RDCK.
This year, the $70,000 allocation
for the five electoral districts most
impacted by the dams remains the
same. The other six electoral districts
receive $20,000 instead of $25,000,
and the $74,000 that went into Rural
Administration will now go into the
Community Development Fund.

submitted
Most of us have to learn about
science and technology in school or
what we read on the internet. But on
Saturday, March 8 from 11 am-4 pm,
at the Castlegar Selkirk College gym,
Kootenay residents can experience
Science World’s famous traveling
Science Road Show. The show makes
learning about science fun, with toy
cars, animal balloons, spinning plates,
slime, and a steel ball that makes your
hair stand on end!
The Kootenay Association for
Science & Technology (KAST), in
partnership with Selkirk College and
Vancouver’s Science World, is proud
to bring back the Community Science
Celebration to Castlegar. Last years’
event was a huge success with over
2,000 local residents participating in this
free community event.
“This event is a great way to inspire
kids of all ages through the science
and technology that thrives in our own
backyard with many local businesses and
organizations demonstrating technology
and science they use on daily basis,” says
Executive Director Kelvin Saldern.
The Kootenay Regional Science
Fair Competition will also be held in
conjunction with this the event and we
encourage everyone to come between 11
am and 1 pm to have a look at the local
area kids’ inspirational ideas.

For more information about KAST
contact Kelvin Saldern, Executive

Director at 231-1540 or at kelvin@kast.
com or go to www.kast.com.

by Jan McMurray
At the February RDCK meeting,
RDCK staff was directed to apply for
funding from the Flood Protection
Program for a flood protection
feasibility study for Eagle Creek in
Edgewood.
This comes from a site visit
to Eagle Creek last October with
representatives from BC Hydro,
Ministry of Environment (MoE)
and the Department of Fisheries
and Oceans, and Area K Director
Paul Peterson and some Edgewood
residents. They met to look at the
creek with a view to addressing several
concerns, i.e. floodplain issues in the
townsite, erosion of the peninsula, fish

habitat and access, bank erosion near
Edgewood’s water supply, and public
access to the reservoir.
One of the ideas that the group
wanted to explore was the possibility
of ‘moving’ the creek to address some
of these concerns.
A BC Hydro report on the site
visit includes comments from MoE
suggesting that a dyke could be built
to protect the townsite from flooding.
MoE comments also suggest that
diverting flow from the main channel
into side channels is possible and could
reduce erosion.
It was recommended that the
RDCK have feasibility studies done to
further explore these suggestions.

RDCK directors share hydro grant-in-lieu funding

Assessments show demand for West Kootenay property
by Jan McMurray
Dennis Hickson from the regional
BC Assessment Authority office
attended the RDCK board’s February
meeting with some interesting
statistics about assessed values in
the RDCK.
“Nelson has the highest market
value by far in absolute dollar terms.
As far as market value goes, Nelson
is the hub of the West Kootenays,”
said Hickson.
Residential assessments in
Nelson for 2008 totalled over $1
billion, with the average value at
$305,538. The rural areas around
Nelson (Areas E and F) have the next
highest values.
The average residential value
for Nakusp is $203,150; Silverton
- $161,299; Kaslo is $153,690;
New Denver - $137,980; Slocan
-$61,832; Area K - $198,782; Area
H - $175,206; Area D - $121,158.
Hickson said that in previous
years, Nelson had the highest increase
in assessments from year to year.
“But this year was a bit different,”
he said. Kaslo and Area K had the
highest increases in the Regional
District this year over last year at
30% each. Area H saw an increase
of 25% over last year.
To explain this shift, Hickson
said, “Absolute market values are so
high in Nelson that people are looking
elsewhere in the West Kootenays.
We’ve seen a lot of migration to rural

areas in the West Kootenay.”
Finally, to get an idea of how
much change there has been in
assessed values over a longer period,
Hickson showed changes in assessed
values from 2005 to 2008. These
statistics show that the RDCK’s total
assessment has increased 95% over
the three-year period.
“This is good reflection of how
desirable the West Kootenays are,”
he said. “In three years time, the
overall growth indicator is that
the market has increased by 95%.
That’s huge. That’s a reflection of the
interest and demand to live in a place
like the West Kootenays.”
Area K and Kaslo had the highest
increases again in this scenario. Area
K’s assessment roll increased by
133% and Kaslo’s increased by 118%
over the three years. Area D’s went
up by 117% and Nakusp’s by 113%.
Area H saw a 100% jump. Slocan’s
jumped by 107%, Silverton’s by
93%, and New Denver’s by 90%.

Science World’s Science Road Show coming to Castlegar

Thousands of used Books
and new & used CDs

• Just in - a tremendous
collection of used Jazz CDS

Packrat Annie’s

411 Kootenay St. Nelson

354-4722

Flood protection feasibility study for Edgewood

BIG TIME BIKE RACE
The Intermountain International
Bicycle Racing Association (Nelson,
BC) invites expressions of interest
from independent agents willing to
provide contracted services on a
for-fee basis in support of a Union
Cycliste Internationale Continental
Circuit (Americas) International
Race 2.2 ME (men elite) planned
for our region May 23-25, 2009. The
Association will pay independent
agents in the following categories:
COURSE DIRECTOR, RACE
SERVICES DIRECTOR, MARKETING
DIRECTOR, HUMAN RESOURCES
DIRECTOR, COMMUNICATIONS
DIRECTOR, LOGISTICS DIRECTOR,
and FINANCIAL DIRECTOR. For
more information contact: tlss2026@
shaw.ca

WOOD PRESERVERS LTD.

BUYERS OF CEDAR
& PINE POLES
Mike Casey cell 344-8477
Offering planning, management
and sales for Woodlot Licences
and Private Land Owners.
P.O. Box 4,
Brisco, B.C. V0A 1B0

Phone (250) 346-3315
Fax (250) 346-3218

TOLL FREE 1-866-346-3315
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OPINION

on SPP
A word about our publication schedule Thoughts
I found this passage in a book I

With our next edition, the Valley Voice will once again be a Thursday newspaper.
We ran a series of ads to that effect back in December, you may remember them.
Sharp-eyed readers have probably noticed that we changed the publication date on
the front cover at the beginning of January.
This is because the press at the Nelson Daily News is shutting down, and we’re
going to be printed in Cranbrook, now. Thanks to the fabulous crew at the NDN for
doing such a great job, keeping the old presses running and ensuring that we never
never missed an issue.
All of our deadlines remain the same. The only difference will be in when you
get your paper. In Nakusp, New Denver, Silverton and Kaslo, the paper will be
delivered on Thursday. In the south Slocan Valley and Nelson, the paper will arrive
on Friday.
We regret any inconvenience this may cause for our regular advertisers and our
readers. On the upside, our colour photos should be better, and the extra day of turnaround means that Jan and I may actually be able to take a day off.
Dan Nicholson, publisher

Scuttled by the
Nakusp Launch
Club Society

A warning to boaters mooring at
the Nakusp Marina! Your moorage
contract may not be worth the paper
it’s written on.
This last summer I arranged
for a four-month moor at the
marina, three of which were rather
enjoyable. The beginning of the
fourth however, gave new meaning
to term ‘prepaid contract.’As a result
of an apparent booking error by the
marina attendant’s own admission,
my boat was relocated to another slip
without notification. I would expect
that a simple phone call notifying of
the necessity to relocate, or within a
reasonable time after the move was
made would have been a reasonable
thing to do. The attendant however
felt he was not required to provide
any notice whatsoever. As such,
concerns of liability become an issue.
Given the terms of the Launch Club’s
contract that shoulders liability upon
the owner of the craft, how then can

CORRECTION

The advertisement placed by
Lemon Creek residents in the last
issue stated that David Suzuki was
born in Lemon Creek. The group
has since learned that he was born
in Vancouver.

CORRECTION

A letter entitled ‘Border
problems’ in our February 14 issue
was written by Sarah Burns of
Kaslo, not Sarah Burns of Slocan.
We apologize for any confusion this
may have caused.

I be held liable if my boat has been
moved hither and yon without my
knowledge?
With the expectation of resolving
this liability issue as it applies to
moored boats in general, an on-line
research revealed that other marina
contracts within this province are
explicit in that marina operators
may move an owner’s boat in
emergency situations only, with
added notification requirement.
Despite contractual conditions that
shoulder all liabilities upon the
boat owner, cases of successful
lawsuits against marinas and their
operators are also available for
viewing on-line. My point being,
given that the marina operator moves
a boat without notification and an
incident should occur that results
in damage to the marina facilities
or any boat, the marina operator
and select individuals can be held
liable. Why then would the manager
and/or operator of the facility place
themselves in such a potentially
precarious position for the sake of a
simple phone call?
Putting pen to paper prompted
a reply from one director of the
club in levying a $168 fine for
unpaid moorage and removal of my
boat from the marina prior to the
termination of my prepaid contract.
In an attempt to resolve this mess,
a subsequent meeting with that
director revealed that from his
adamant standpoint, the subject was
not open for discussion and that he
simply did not care.
Some things are for sure: I’ll
never pay the trumped-up fine, nor
will I ever seek moorage in that safe
harbor again.
H. Dummerauf
Burton

EDITORIAL / LETTERS POLICY

The Valley Voice welcomes letters to the editor and community news
articles from our readers.
Letters and articles should be no longer than 500 words and may be
edited. We reserve the right to reject any submitted material.
Please mark your letter “LETTER TO THE EDITOR.” Include your
address and daytime phone number for verification purposes.
We will not knowingly publish any letter that is defamatory or libelous.
We will not publish anonymous letters or letters signed with pseudonyms,
except in extraordinary circumstances.
Opinions expressed in published letters are those of the author and not
necessarily those of the Valley Voice.
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am reading called Taming the Great
South Land and it relates to the
ongoing articles and letters in the
media concerning the SPP (Security
and Prosperity Partnership). As the
Australian Minister in Washington,
Frederic W. Eggleston observed in
1944:
“History is repeating itself. When
Great Britain secured complete
industrial supremacy she went into
free trade and thereby assisted in
clamping her economic empire over
the world in the 19th century. America
is now in the same position. . . and
the same urge is showing itself. It
cannot be sufficiently realized that
in a situation where one power is
immensely superior to all others
economically, free trade is the short
way to economic imperialism.”
Tim Hughes
Hills

New method
for property
assessment needed

At the January 8, 2008 New Denver
council meeting, council instructed staff
to prepare a lease based on the previous
year’s tax assessment. This, and the grave
concerns expressed by Richard Caniell in
his January 17 letter to the VV, prompted
me to share with you portions of a
complaint I have filed with the regional
BC Assessment Authority office:
It is clear to me the market value
of real estate, in some areas, has risen
in part because of speculation. There
are, when long term local occupation is
considered, very few land sales actually
happening. Most of the property being
moved has recently been released from
the Agricultural Land Reserve, I believe,
for profit orientated motives.
The approach taken when establishing
property values should take into account:
the lifestyle of the current population, the
affordable value of home sites, farm and
forest, and the orientation for future rural
community planning.
I’m sure you are aware of the upheaval
created by the method of assessment. Its
premise is far removed from real life of
the communities and upsets its social
network, causing community problems
such as irrelevant high rents.
I hope novel and courageous
avenues will be found to the free the
local taxpayers from being subjected and
tied to an evaluation process so very far
removed from social realities.
Hiltrud Rohlmann
Kaslo/Argenta

Turned off by ‘CBC
– the National’
pundits
The palpable fear gripping the
inner circles of privilege and power
that Canadian public opinion is
evolving independently of Prime
Minister Stephen Harper’s ability
to control it has muted the crude
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media spin that “the Taliban are
coming to kill us all” and cued the
silver tongued liberal academic
brain trust most skilled at serving
political power while pretending to
oppose it.
The Manley, Ignatieff, Rae
(M.I.R.) tag team of political double
speak have re-packaged a brutal
war into a charity ball. The CBC
pundits (and we exclude Toronto
Star columnist Chantal Hebert, the
only one with a shred of integrity
left) who regularly play a congenial
game of pitch and catch with CBC
boat anchor Peter Mansbridge, were
given a master class in political
obfuscation by M.I.R. and dutifully
pounced on it.
After sputtering for weeks as to
why Canadians “didn’t understand
the complexities” of the US-NATO
war in Afghanistan (dullards that
we are) Andrew Coyne, editor
of McLean’s and Greg Allen,
Conservative pollster (paid for the
hopeless task of making Stephen
Harper appear human) are now all
chuffed up for at least a few more
CBC ‘The National’ shows to explain
to electors why it is unpatriotic not to
sacrifice the lives of more Canadian
soldiers and Afghan civilians for at
least another four years.
One will have to search back
through the years to find a more
distasteful demonstration of how
many over priced brain-trusters and
pundits can be packed into one small
unprincipled space. It proves once
again that what unites the political
elite and their minions is fear –
fear of the good common sense of
the people of Canada who in their
majority oppose this war.
Don Currie
Slocan

Open letter to the
RDCK board

There a couple of issues the
public must be made aware of and
the regional board should address.
My first concern is the use
of the alternate approval process
(counter petition). Most voters
do not know what it is or how it
circumnavigates the democratic
process. The RDCK board should
act on realistic guidelines for the
use of the alternate approval process.
The integrity of the public’s voting
rights for money issues must be
protected.
The most recent example of
misuse of the alternate approval
process was the proposed bylaw
for a capital project in a specific
community of Area D. The proposed
money bylaw was advertised during
the Christmas holiday season. It
appeared that the proponents hoped
everyone would be too busy to
ask for a vote. The RDCK board
of directors has a moral obligation
to ensure there is voters’ consent
for any capital project in a specific
community funded by the area as

a whole. This particular one was
going to be at the expense of Kaslo
and Area D.
My second issue is the planning
and zoning questionnaires recently
sent out to some of Area D residents.
These questionnaires are clearly
designed to lead the participants
to the answers the proponents and
RDCK staff desire. The regional
district board of directors should
require that their questionnaires have
straightforward questions with ‘Yes’
or ‘No’ answers. Manipulation of
the participants to gain the desired
goals and aims of the proponents is
morally wrong. The integrity of the
RDCK is at stake. We, the people
of the regional district, want things
done for us, not TO us.
Larry Greenlaw
Meadow Creek

New Denver
Winters encourage
amnesia

10 years ago Sandon was going
places. The Sandon Historical
Society, then an organization of
which we were proud to be active
participants, had an active, solid
board of directors with a positive
focus. The SHS had successfully
completed a well-received vision
document for the restoration of
S a n d o n ; a S a n d o n O ff i c i a l
Community Plan had been finalised
and put before RDCK for passing;
and the Society had just fundraised
and undertaken the restoration of
the Hunter-Kendrick Building. This
was a major undertaking involving
foundation and structural work,
wiring, interior remodelling, drywall
and painting, all of which was done
before the museum was moved into
these new premises. In all of these
activities we worked together with
the SHS. We had a good working
relationship with the SHS and
entered into a win-win agreement
that would ensure completion of
the museum and archives facility
and provide operating capital for a
number of years.
So what happened? Well, 10
years ago Lorna and her buddies
(most of whom had never shown
their faces in Sandon before) decided
they did not like the arrangements
that were in place and set about to
take-over the organisation in what
the corporate world would probably
call a “hostile take-over.” And what
has the new regime to show for it?
Still no water or fire protection, a
tasteless Halloween-style display in
the basement using original Sandon
pioneer cemetery gravemarkers,
a collapsed roof at the rear of the
museum and no maintenance on the
structural fabric of the building. I
don’t see the planned washrooms yet
or the disabled access or…….
While Lorna and her buddies
were busy stalling Sandon’s
continued on page 5
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continued from page 4
restoration and throwing roadblock
after roadblock in my family’s way,
the latest of which is the Sandon “park
without a purpose”, we continued to
invest in our community of Sandon.
Despite the adverse situation, we still
keep going with the on-going site
upkeep, we have invested massively
in the historic Silversmith generating
station, we continue to negotiate with
the Crown, we bought and personally
paid for the acquisition and move
of the CPR locomotive, and we are
involved with a national project
for the preservation of the historic
Canadian Car Foundry Brill trolleys.
It is truly a pity that Lorna cannot
appreciate Canadian transportation
history. Her “junk” is the treasure of
many other people.
It saddens me to think of how
much could have been accomplished
over the last ten years if Sandon
had been allowed to continue on its
winning streak and our family had
been supported in its dreams and
goals of a revitalised Sandon.
Veronika Pellowski
Sandon

Supports
slaughterhouse

I understand there was a meeting
of some of the residents of Lemon
Creek regarding the slaughterhouse
proposal. Notices were not sent out
to all of the residents of Lemon
Creek, yet a person or persons went
door to door to get signatures from as
many as they could. I have talked to
people from that area and there was
some false truths being told in order
to get those signatures. Some people
didn’t even know of the meeting.
On Page 7 of the February 14
Valley Voice there was a one-page
letter, cartoon and a quote. The
letter was signed by five people
“for Lemon Creek residents.” I find
this very misleading to the readers.
It sounds like those five people are
representing all of the residents of
Lemon Creek. That is not so, if not
all the residents knew of the meeting
that was held. Only the ones who
are against this slaughterhouse
are getting their voices heard. I
personally know of one resident who
wishes they didn’t sign the petition
before they got all the information.
It is my understanding that it is
proposed to go behind the gravel pit.
I don’t know for sure if this is right.
Anyone who was visiting the area
wouldn’t necessarily notice that there
was a slaughterhouse there unless
someone told them. Who is going
to drive down that road anyways? I
don’t expect that a sign is going to
be put up on the highway.
Lots of people get their meat
from the area farmers but that will
stop if this facility doesn’t get built.
This area needs something like this.
It would be a good thing. No one
wants it in their backyard but we do
have to be reasonable and weigh the
pros and cons. As for the pollution
it has been mentioned that this will
cause is just ridiculous. The waste
is either compostable or able to be
incinerated. It wouldn’t necessarily
cause any more pollution than the
burning of fires in fireplaces or for
heating. Sometimes the air in the
valley is pretty smokey.
In the February 14 paper, Jan
McMurray wrote in an article that
the residents of Lemon Creek are
thinking of buying the property
from the proposed site. Wrong! Only

some are. To me, that sounds kind of
immature. What a waste of time and
money that would be. If so, I guess
they have too much money and time
to waste.
The people of the valley need
this slaughterhouse to provide food
for their table and maybe some jobs.
It would be a good thing.
Glenda Zwer
Slocan

In favour of cell
phones

I applaud Don Morehouse for his
letter in support of cell phones.
I wrote a letter for the previous
issue with many scientific points, but
it was rejected for being too long. So
I have made it shorter.
The New Denver cell phone
opposition attacked Health Canada
for not testing cell phones on
children.
To do a test of any scientific value,
you would take at least 2,000 children
to a special location, keep them
isolated and on the same healthy diet
for at least six months, then expose
1,000 of them to extreme dosages of
cell phone radiation for many weeks,
and compare how many may get a
brain tumour. I see parents already
lining up their children for the test…
In 1992 in one Czech city, they
installed a much stronger long-range
cell phone tower right on a roof of
a local school. The school was over
100 years old, with no metal roof or a
shield of any kind, and I was assured
it was OK. Out of about 240 children
per year and with over 15 years of
exposure, none of them experienced
any more medical problems than the
average among other schools. There
were no decreased learning abilities,
perhaps in part because the parents
are less likely to let children watch
TV over there excessively.
To scare people because some
firefighters’ union is scared of having
the tower on their fire hall is ridiculous.
The metal roof on a fire hall is a perfect
shield, and the fire hall is possibly the
only place where the actual signal
would be at zero and cell phones
unusable.
The claim that rural exposure is
stronger is also false. You have the
antenna as close as it can get, so the
cell phone response is at the lowest
level.
Claiming some sort of dangerous
low level exposure is also misleading.
Low is a low is a low. So if the high
exposure is harmless, how can low
level exposure be harmful? Even
natural cosmic radiation creates
constant low level exposure. And I
can go on and on.
My biggest concern is that some
pure souls may get scared by the
irresponsible campaign. By the law
of attraction, if you are scared of
something, it may happen to you.
One widely spread internet idiocy
claims you can boil an egg placed
directly between two cell phones in
mutual communication in 10 minutes.
So at Europe’s prestigious research
institute and under TV news cameras,
they conducted a test. After two days
of constant exposure there was not the
slightest damage to the egg, and it later
hatched a healthy chick.
Since January 1st, at least three
lives have been saved in BC when
people trapped in avalanches were
able to call for help. Indeed folks, it is
time to wake up to 21st century.
Vladimir Stuchlik, P. Eng.
Nakusp

Food security
solutions

I understand and agree with
many concerns raised regarding
the pending abattoir proposed by
the Slocan Valley Abattoir Cooperative (SVAC). I am troubled by
the direction in which the discussion
is heading. I was at the meeting a few
months ago when the SVAC initially
presented their plan to the Village of
Slocan. I could see the “Not In My
Back Yard” (NIMBY) factor rearing
its ugly head.
Everybody needs to eat and
so the food supply is everyone’s
concern. I have noticed that most
of the debate regarding the SVAC
proposal involves a lot of things
people don’t want: bad government
regulations, smelly slaughterhouse,
trucking healthy animals to unhealthy
facilities. Why not focus instead on
what we DO want: happy local
farmers, healthy animals, nutritious
food and a valley paradise to call
home.
I believe, as many do, that
the new slaughter regulations are
another example of ill-conceived
government planning. Basically they
are continuing a horrible trend of
taking away the tools farmers have
used for generations to remain small,
sustainable and successful.
So if it were up to me, farmers
would be able to slaughter their
own animals, or have them
slaughtered, as they have done for
generations. I would also scrutinize
the overcrowded, smelly, inhumane
and polluting slaughter facilities that
provide BC with most of its meat
supply. The current situation isn’t up
to me however, so we need to look
for new solutions.
So imagine if the Slocan
Valley had the most efficient and
environmentally friendly abattoir
facility in North America. If that
were the case we would be proud
of it. We could explain to visitors
and tourists that the food they are
eating comes from local (happy)
farmers, that the meat is produced in
a sustainable way at a local facility
owned and operated by locals. It is
my hope that this is the intent of the
SVAC.
Just to be clear I don’t want a
stinky, polluting facility to be put
in anywhere in the valley. Whether
it is somebody’s back yard or
an industrial location makes no
difference to me. My back yard is
sacred but so is everybody else’s. I
am however quite concerned about
the success of farmers. But if they
don’t want an abattoir, then the issue
is moot and we need to find a better
alternative.
An important argument could
be made as to whether we need
to eat meat at all. Although this is
unrealistic, it is no doubt valid. So
if you don’t want a slaughterhouse
in your neighbourhood, isn’t it
hypocritical to continue to eat meat,
or to eat meat that comes from a
facility you wouldn’t want in your
neighbourhood?
It is conceivable that we will be
able to find solutions to our food
supply needs, but I do see a big risk
of failure if we continue to focus on
what we don’t want. Let’s shift the
dialogue in a positive direction by
finding common solutions to what
we want.
Dustin Demontigny
Winlaw
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Intensive Use
Sites proposed
for Slocan River

A river-rafting company
recently submitted an application for
government tenure to provide tours
on the Slocan and Salmo Rivers.
The application included designation
of three “intensive use sites” at
Slocan Park, Crescent Valley and
Shoreacres, with full capacity usage
proposed at 3,024 client days per
year on the Slocan River alone.
My wife and I have owned
riverfront property along the Slocan
River downstream from the proposed
Slocan Park site since 1982. During
that time, usage of the river has
increased exponentially. I would
conservatively estimate the number
of people running the southern
section of the river to be in excess of
10,000 per year, and the number of
bottles and cans discarded annually
into the river at over 1,000. Traffic
during the peak summer months
is congested enough at the bridge
as it is. It is clear from the alcohol
and drug consumption, crude
behaviours and lack of respect for
private property, the Valley is also
increasingly becoming a destination
for partying.
If you build it, they will come.
Organized tours may well have less
negative impact on the river than
otherwise, but the problem is those
who run it once will likely come
back the next week or next year
on their own … and the usage and
misuse will continue to escalate. As
one who is old enough to remember
when treasures like Long Beach, the
West Coast Trail and Bowron Lakes
were used responsibly and without
restriction, it is sad to imagine tours
and reservations being required on
the river, but perhaps the time is at
hand.
I for one am tired of irresponsible
people from outside the area using
our backyard for their recreation,
especially during the precious
summer months. It all takes on
something of a ‘zoo’ atmosphere
around here, and the animals are
detracting from my enjoyment of
the river, my property and my peace
of mind.
I am also tired of decisions that
affect our quality of life increasingly
being made by government agencies
from outside of our communities with
little or no input from local residents
and seemingly little consideration
for our peace of mind. Even when
decisions are made by local agencies,
they seem to be made by those
with big city mentalities or vested
interests. When will we see the
day when all Crown land along the
River becomes privately held, when
locally caught fish have to be canned
in Vancouver before consumption
and jet boat tours are running on
Slocan Lake? And then they will
come for me.
Perhaps it is time for our
various government agencies
to stop promoting things which
are against our wishes and start
promoting responsible use of our
natural resources. Albeit a rare
commodity, beauty and tranquility
are natural resources. Do we want
another Okanagan Valley here, or
more of what we had? How about the
government promoting a protected
site rather than a zoo or intensive
use party site? Gotta love that ad

that promotes Newfoundland and
Labrador as being “as far away from
Disneyland as you can imagine!”
Not surprisingly, the notice of the
river rafting company’s application
did not appear in either Valley
paper and provided only a couple of
weeks’ time for written submissions
from the public. The notice includes
a website (www.frontcounterbc.
gov.bc.ca), e-mail address (lwbc.
cranbrook@victoria1.gov.bc.ca)
and reference to file #4404717. The
deadline for public comments is
March 1. The website contains no
detailed information other than some
less than accurate maps. No response
to my request for either a copy of
the company’s written proposal nor
for a public meeting has yet been
received.
Michael McMillin
Slocan Park

Needles Bridge?

I just received an answer to
a letter I wrote to the Premier in
regards of the planned replacement
of the Needles Ferry. I am surprised
about the answer, because it states
that there is not enough traffic on that
road to warrant a bridge. I would like
to know how much traffic is needed
to warrant a bridge? I am enclosing
the response from the minister for
the people to read.
Albert Boers
Hills

Needles Bridge Project

Dear Albert:
Premier Gordon Campbell has
asked me to respond on his behalf to
your e-mail of December 11, 2007,
regarding the proposed Needles
Bridge Project.
Several years ago, my ministry
made a commitment to build
the Needles Bridge as part of
our “Opening Up B.C.” 10 year
transportation plan. However, shortly
after this announcement was made
the cost of steel skyrocketed, making
the project fiscally impractical.
Many British Columbians would
welcome more transportation
investment in their area, and we’re
working hard to provide a safe and
efficient transportation network for
everyone. Currently, traffic numbers
do not support the increasingly
expensive construction of a bridge
from Fauquier to Needles. While
I recognize you would support a
bridge, I’m pleased that the NeedlesFauquier ferry service operates
24 hours a day, 365 days a year,
providing free access to the interior
from the Kootenays....
Thank you again for taking the
time to write.
Best regards,
Kevin Falcon
Minister

Abattoir is
about regional
self-sufficiency

The Slocan Valley Abattoir
Cooperative (“Co-op”) is not
“bringing” a slaughterhouse to the
Valley. The Cooperative is trying
to fill the gap and replace the closed
facilities we have now lost.
A rough count made from
memory calculates that well over
20 “facilities” have historically
operated between South Slocan and
Slocan City since the 70s. Now they
can’t. That is the change – it came
from outside, and it means we can’t
continued on page 6
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continued from page 4
easily get meat from our neighbours
anymore.
If we don’t succeed, our
independence and ability to at least
try to be regionally self-sufficient
will be gone. The skills, knowledge
and simple, yet crucial, infrastructure
to support local meat production are
already fading fast.
“Guerilla” farm sales will be a
stop-gap for some well-connected
neighbours but won’t work for local
stores, eateries, or most of us.
The Co-op is committed to the
values this place seems to hold dear.
The following list is not exclusive:
Democratic – 1 share = one
vote
Custom designed inclusive – the
West Kootenay produces everything
from chickens to bison.
Safety and Standards – Our
members will diligently require the
highest safety standards.
Self-sufficient and sustainable
– Everything is used creating more
value and less dependence.
Organic – If our farmers raise
organically, their product can be sold
labeled “Organic”.
Respectful of our gratefully
received meat animals.
Secure – Your future chicken is
still at your neighbours’.
And, likely because of all the
above, the Co-op will likely be
profitable.
The challenges facing the Co-op
and its vision are daunting. We need
many of you to support the idea with
your share purchase and ideas.
Who do we want to rely on for
this little part of our diet? I want
to rely on my neighbours like I
always have. I know and trust my
neighbours; that’s why I want to
work with them. If we can’t do it
then we will become dependent.
Dependent on what I can’t quite
imagine yet, but I can see that it
won’t be us and won’t likely promote
many of the values we share.
The imposed set of new rules
strikes at the core of our traditional
lifestyle here. We can overcome
this blow, but we had better work
together and quickly. I think we can
do it with your help.
The Co-op is trying to replace
the 21 “slaughter facilities” that
have operated on and off here for the
short 35 years that I’ve noticed (and
I’m sure I’ve missed some) between
South Slocan and Slocan City.
“Guerilla” farming may fill the gaps
for some, but, for the average joe,
might not put local meat on the table.
Face it! It’s sad. If we can’t offer
safe, convenient (that’s getting less
likely) universal for the Kootenays;
(which means chickens to cattle,
and everything in between), must
be invisible and far from everything
to boot.
We may become as people of
the West Kootenay, subject to all
of the things we are trying to avoid
with our ideas about the 100 mile
diet and any chance to continue a
mixed use regional lifestyle; dare I
suggest subject also to the whims of
the outside world.
The hurdles are Olympic in size,
I ask you each to consider the next
years ahead. Who do you want
to rely on? I want to rely on my
neighbours like I always have. They
are the best and they are pretty much
enough. Can we do this? I think we
can. We are trying – with your help
we will succeed.
The Co-op is committed to
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the safest lowest impact with the
biggest return on capital and income.
The plans are great, therefore, the
costs are high in the regulatory
environment. The Co-op is still
committed to success. We will need
your help.
Kenyon McGee
Winlaw

The Building is the
School, The School
is the Building

In the last issue of the Valley
Voice, a co-founder of the Whole
School wrote that a solution to the
relocation of the Whole School could
be “perhaps sharing Winlaw School
within the public school system”.
In the same article, she wrote that
the Whole School was created as an
alternative school because “many
parents were also concerned about
the limits of that [public school]
curriculum.” The Whole School
was created to offer children an
alternate form of education. We are
very fortunate to have these choices
for our children in the Slocan Valley.
An alternative education system
needs to have its own roof. Public
and alternative schools have different
philosophies and ideas. Combining
the two could threaten the integrity
of each system and could be quite
confusing to the children.
RARTS is telling the Whole
School to find a new location.
One option for the school is to
find another rental building. The
building would have to be brought
up to certain guidelines and codes for
insurance purposes. This could be a
lengthy and costly process. Another
option is to build a new school. This
would require a lot of fundraising
and bank loans. This is another
lengthy and costly process. So, this
takes us back to the Vallican Whole
Community Center.
The Whole School has been
in the Vallican Whole Community
Center since 1976. School parents
have poured their hearts and souls
into that building. The parents have
spent countless hours of volunteer
time and energy into the renovations
of the building and the school
ground’s pavilion and playground.
The building is so much a part of
the school that the children refer
to it as their second home. The
Vallican Whole Community Center
is the home of the Whole School.
To see the school leave the building
would put a big hole in the heart of
the Community Center. Let’s work
together, RARTS, as a community,
so the Center works for all of us.
Suzanne Nedham-McBriar
School parent

Time for a
West Kootenay
universitry?

With a new election cycle
coming up municipally, and with a
possible federal election in the near
future, and a provincial campaign
within two years, there is an issue
I would like to hear about from our
politicians.
When I first came to the
Kootenays, over 35 years ago, there
was a chartered university in Nelson,
Notre Dame. It was, at the time, in
many ways, the life blood of the
community. Yes, it was small, but it
provided many well paying jobs in
the community and enabled many

of our young people to earn post
secondary education and provided
them with employment opportunities
that kept them in the area. Sadly,
when the school was closed, we lost
many residents and their incomes,
and a lot of our young people.
Nowadays our largest employer
is tourism, with its not-so-well
paying jobs and its dependence on
good economic conditions in other
places, such as the USA. With the
American economy in a tailspin,
and the Loonie high, and every
statistic I’ve read pointing to a large
decrease in the number of foreign
visitors coming to Canada, our
local economy is facing a potential
slowdown, I think it may be time
to give serious consideration to
reopening the university debate.
Some will argue that Selkirk
College is offering university
transfer courses, but that’s not what
I’m talking about. People attending
Selkirk College university transfer
courses still have to leave the area to
complete their degrees, which does
not keep our young people here.
Also, at present, the Kootenays
is the only region in southern BC
that does not have a degree granting
institution. There are degree granting
institutions in Prince George,
Kamloops, Kelowna, and a fledgling
operation in Cranbrook. Why isn’t
there one in the Nelson region?
Universities are an
environmentally clean industry.
They attract the well paid and well
educated. Jobs at universities are
largely well paying. Economically,
universities create employment.
Socially they attract well educated
and creative people. Culturally they
provide a vehicle for the artistic and
cultural communities. They also
add to a community’s infrastructure.
When NDU was in existence the
campus was used for a variety
of community events, festivals,
dances, concerts, theatre productions,
meeting and conference facilities,
and community education.
My question to our local
political candidates is: Considering
the economic, social and cultural
benefits a degree granting university
would have on our community, are
you prepared to argue in favour of the
building of a university in the West
Kootenays?
My question for the community
is: What would be the economic,
social and cultural benefits of a
degree granting institution in the
West Kootenays, and would you
support having one built here?
Let me know if you support this
idea by sending a snail mail to: Box
1233, Kaslo BC V0G 1M0. But
moreso, let your politicians know
that you support the idea of restoring
a degree granting institution to the
West Kootenays.
Will Webster
Kaslo

Likes Slocan
mayor

I would like to say a big thank
you to the mayor of Slocan City for
all he does for Slocan. There are so
many things to thank him for but
most of all I thank him for the love
he has for Slocan. If he were a boxer
one would say he has heart. Well that
is just what he has for the city he runs
and because he has heart he makes
Slocan the best little City to live in.
Thank you mayor Burly for all you
do and for making us newcomers
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feel welcomed so much that we
never want to leave. Keep up the
good work.
Colleen O’Reilly
Slocan City

Open letter to
Premier, several
ministries and
RDCK

It has come to our attention that the
Slocan Valley Slaughterhouse Co-op
(SVAC) has withdrawn its plans to locate
a prospective slaughterhouse facility in
Lemon Creek.
While we are pleased with this
development, we take the position that
no location in the Slocan Valley can be an
appropriate site for a slaughterhouse.
Cattle are a source of water
contamination whether they are situated
on forest/range land or on private land.
This problem is pronounced when it
occurs within a major watershed, such
as the Slocan Valley, where underground
water channels are the source of water for
domestic consumption.
The prevalence of cattle in a
consumptive watershed is inimical to
the health of individuals who swim,
drink and water their gardens with that
water. As stated by Kootenay Lake
Hospital pathologist, Dr. Lee Hutton: “E
Coli are a bacteria commonly found in
the feces of warm blooded animals and
are often used as an indicator of fecal
contamination. The vast majority of E
Coli do not cause disease, they are not
pathogenic (disease causing) but their
presence in water almost always indicates
fecal contamination of the water.”
During the May 2000 outbreak
of water borne disease in Walkerton,
Ontario, seven people died directly from
E.coli contamination of the drinking
water, and about 2,500 (more than 40%
of the population at the time) became ill,
including some from out of town who had
been visiting for the long weekend.
The contamination of the Walkerton
wells was traced back to cattle at the
source. A recommendation in the
Walkerton Inquiry was that water at the
source needs protecting. This is the first
wall of defence in protection of drinking
water. The province of Ontario is looking
at legislating source protection.
From the Walkerton experience,
we have learned that multiple barriers
are better than relying on just one,
such as in Walkerton where they relied
entirely on chlorine. An additional barrier
would have been to keep the watershed
clean (i.e. no cattle), adding filtration or
deepening wells. The presence of cattle
in a domestic consumptive watershed
or around shallow wells requires the
installation of multiple expensive
disinfection barriers in order to ensure
safe drinking water.
The danger of cattle in watersheds
is easily demonstrated. One gram of
feces contains about 20,000,000 E.
coli. The allowable levels of E Coli in
BC drinking water is zero and in water
used for swimming, 77 E Coli / 100 ml
of water.
The Walkerton contamination was
attributed to E Coli O157 H7 and
originated from cattle in the vicinity of
domestic wells. These bacteria found
their way through the soil and into
domestic water supplies.
In the Slocan Valley, where water
is perhaps our most valuable natural
resource, why would we expose the
public to that risk? For whose private
benefit would we expose the public to
that risk?
In the Report of the Walkerton
Inquiry, Justice Dennis R. O‚Connor

(website: www.archives.gov.on.ca/
english/exhibits/archive/big/big_26_
walkerton) recommended that drinking
water sources be protected through
watershed-based source protection
plans. At the Walkerton Inquiry, Justice
O‚Connor spoke of a multi-barrier‚
approach to drinking water safety.
“The first barrier is the protection of
water sources from contamination
or depletion,” said Jessica Ginsburg,
lawyer with Canadian Environmental
Law Association. “ It makes sense to
prevent problems from arising in the
first place.”
The costs of protecting drinking
water sources are significant. They
include higher water treatment expenses,
more frequent water shortages and also
social costs, such as a lack of public
confidence in the drinking water system
that carries with it the potential for illness
or even death.
It is the position of the Slocan
Valley Watershed Alliance, the BC Tap
Water Association, the Sinixt Nation
and the Canadian Environmental Law
Association that water must be protected
at its source; as it has historically been
protected; as recommended by Justice
O”Connor of the Walkerton inquiry.
We refer you to www.alternatives.com/
bctwa.
The underground water which
constitutes the river drainage and
drinking water of the Slocan Valley
stands to become contaminated by the
establishment of a slaughterhouse in the
Slocan Valley.
A basic understanding of the
hydrological and geological features of the
Slocan Valley remains to be ascertained
from the prospective execution of hazard
mapping, as recommended to the RDCK
by Nigel Skermer.
Pending the completion of such
hazard mapping, we can rely on numerous
existing hydrology and geology studies
of the Slocan Valley that identify a
high water table and many seeps and
subsurface creeks making their way into
the Slocan River. It is in this context of
a high water table that the provincial
government did not permit the railway
to spray the herbicide spike.
The Slocan River is the last
undammed river in the Columbia
drainage. It is home to the endangered
listed short-nosed Sculpin. (Dr. Todd
Hatfield, Solander Ecological Research.)
All water, subsurface and surface, which
drains into the Slocan River, must be
protected to ensure the health of our
community and the health of the Slocan
River drainage.
The value of water is far too great
to sacrifice. A report released five years
ago in 2003 at the global environmental
summit by Nitin Desai, the Secretary
General at the time of the summit, states:
“More than a billion people – one sixth of
the world’s population – still lack access
to safe water.”
Citizens and governments are
realizing the financial, health and
ecological costs that have incurred as a
result of the damage already done. For
example, consider the Walkerton crisis
where liability for damages exceeded
$6.5 million.
We do not need to repeat the mistake
of damaging watersheds to know that we
must use common sense and prevention
to protect the remaining unique and rare
domestic drinking watersheds, which
include the Slocan River and the Little
Slocan River.
We look forward to Land and
Water BC protecting the Slocan River
drainage.
Slocan Valley Watershed Alliance
Marilyn Burgoon, Director
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New Denver Council responds to cellphone poll results

Smokey Creek Salvage
24 HR TOWING

New & Used Auto Parts, Back Hoe Work,
Certified Welding & Repairs, Vehicle Removal
WE BUY CARS & TRUCKS

359-7815 ; 1-877-376-6539
3453 YEATMAN RD, SOUTH SLOCAN

Wright noted that the poll of residents
and property owners indicated that
a majority of stakeholders opposed
the introduction of the service, and
that council had earlier agreed to be
bound by the results of the poll.
Of the 228 ballots cast, 117 were
opposed to the service, 110 were in
favour, and one ballot was spoiled.
Councillor Campbell noted that
the TV Society tower was probably
the wrong place to put a cellular
transmitter anyway, since it was
only effective within line-of-sight.
• Council entertained a delegation
of Liza Ireland and J. Buttle who
advocated the creation of a “Centre
for Excellence” in the village, as
part of the village’s application to
be one of three communities in the
Columbia Basin to participate in the
CBT’s Changing Climate, Changing
Basin initiative for local governments
and First Nations.
Ireland sees the centre as a
focus for the arts, for sustainability
education and for global leadership.
The centre would be be a think-tank,
a conference centre and a community
resource. It would incorporate cutting
edge ecological design.
Ireland’s vision is a 15,000 square
foot multifunctional structure that
would incorporate offices, meeting
rooms and a resource centre.
She believes that the village
would benefit from an increase in
tourism, the local jobs generated by
such a facility, and from the use of

the centre itself.
• Councillor Greensword reported
on a meeting that she had concerning
BC Ferries. She said that the ferry
service between Shelter Bay and

photo credit: David Hogg

by Dan Nicholson
New Denver Council passed
a motion to ask Industry Canada
to intervene to prevent Telus’
installation of cell service on the TV
Society tower, in the Kohan Garden
at their February 12 meeting. Mayor

Galena Bay would be improved this
summer by the addition of an extra
morning sailing.
• Council will invite Rumi
Nakabayashi to their February 26

meeting to discuss her plans for
‘Local Government Day,’ February
29, at Lucerne School. The event will
involve students from Grades 10-12
in a mock council meeting.

The Usual Suspects played at the Silverton Lakeshore Inn last Saturday, February 28. It’s always a good time when
the boys make the journey ‘over the hump’ from Kaslo.

AGM
Notice of

The Slocan Valley Cooperative Association

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING

Take notice that the Annual General Meeting
of the Slocan Valley Cooperative Association will be held

Sunday, March 16, 2008
1-3 pm
Passmore Hall
to consider:
1. election of directors and other business that is normally brought before
the annual general meeting; and
2. a special resolution to allow joint memberships
Copies of the exact wording of the special resolution
and the financial statement will be available for
members to pick up at the Store on March 3rd.

Helen Foulger, a teacher at Brent Kennedy Elementary School in South Slocan, takes students for a ski on the Slocan Valley Rail
Trail. The Rail Trail has grooming equipment now so, on a regular basis, sections of the trail are groomed and one track is set.

Slocan River Riparian Restoration program news
by Jan McMurray
Jennifer Yeow of the Slocan River
Streamkeepers was at the Open House
at Passmore Hall February 23 with

information on the Slocan River Riparian
Restoration Program.
“This year, the Streamkeepers
will take the lead on the program,” she
reported. Although the Streamkeepers
have always been involved, the Columbia
Power Corporation (CPC) has taken the
lead in the past.
Yeow also reported that this year, in
addition to “doing the same kind of work
– planting trees, fencing off livestock and
small bank stabilization projects,” there
would be an emphasis on larger projects
with an instream component.
“We’re happy to have this category

this year. We think there are lots of
potential projects that will help the river
by putting in logs or riprap to stabilize
eroding banks and provide fish habitat,”
she said.
Under the program, landowners
along the Slocan River are invited
to apply for funding to do riparian
restoration work. With unused funding
from last year, there is $30,000 available
this year.
CPC contributes $20,000 to the
program each year as part of its obligation
to compensate for fish loss from the
Brilliant Expansion power project.

submitted
Starting to think ahead to getting
the garden in? Wanting to find some
seeds that are proven to be successful
in the area? On Sunday, March 2 why
not come out to the Vallican Whole
Community Center for Slocan Valley
Seed Exchange day from 10 am to
2 pm.
The event is organized by
Slocan Valley Recreation and has
quickly grown into the largest seed
exchange event in the West Kootenay.
Everyone is welcome to buy, sell or
trade all types of local seeds. You’ll
find vendors and fellow gardeners
with a variety of heritage seeds and
rootstock available. Information will
be available on organic gardening,

composting, updates on a variety of
gardening issues and much more. It’s
ideal for both newer gardeners and
those who have been turning the soil
for generations, or just for sharing
your knowledge and experiences of
growing food.
Limited table space is available
and should be reserved in advance.
Admission is by donation and can
either be monetary or a non-perishable
item for the Slocan Food Bank. For
more information, contact Slocan
Valley Recreation at 226-0008.
The Vallican Whole Community
Centre is about 15 kilometres up the
Slocan Valley off Highway 6. Watch
for signs beginning in the Passmore
area.

Seed exchange day returns to the Slocan Valley
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Silverton council faces citizens angry about houseboats, jet-skis
by Art Joyce
•Council chamber was packed
with 20 citizens concerned about a
recent advertisement for houseboats,
jet-skis and fishing charters on Slocan
Lake. The Village also received
about 25 letters urging council to
prevent or severely limit this activity.
Someone in the audience wanted
to know if the business in question
was willing to meet with council to
explain its intentions. Mayor Everett
said they have been invited to do so
but have never responded.
Leah Main appeared as a
delegation representing Destination
Silverton. She noted that Silverton
does not have adequate docks or
facilities for refueling. Storms blow
up very quickly on Slocan Lake,
making it unsafe for houseboats. Jet
skis are noisy and dirty, she said,
dumping up to 40 percent of their
fuel directly into the water. Slocan
Lake does not have a documented
history of having enough fish stocks
to support fishing charters, and there
isn’t enough federal government
staff to monitor fishing. Residents’
surveys conducted by the regional
district consistently rate protecting

the foreshore a top priority. “We
are asking Silverton council to
use every means at its disposal to
prevent houseboats, seadoos and
fishing charters. We are hoping that
Silverton will adopt into its OCP a
similar bylaw to that in New Denver,
limiting the motorized boat traffic
that can be launched.”
Ty Capelle appeared as a
delegation representing Slocan Lake
Stewardship Society. On February
5 the SLSS unanimously passed
a motion to support the Village of
Silverton, the Village of Slocan
and the RDCK to “adopt a bylaw
regarding commercial use of Slocan
Lake consistent with that of the
Village of New Denver bylaw 611,
2007 section 5.2.12.” This is New
Denver’s OCP bylaw, which states
that “Council’s policy is to encourage
limited, quiet and clean use of Slocan
Lake,” with a clause stating that “no
rentals or sale of houseboats, jet-skis,
ski-boats or other noisy water uses
shall be permitted.” Fishing boats
with small electric or four-stroke
outboard motors are allowed.
Councillor Wiseman said council
will convey residents’ concerns to the

advisory committee for incorporation
into the new OCP. He explained that
local government only has control
over access to the lake, while the
federal government has ultimate
control of the use of waterways.
Mayor Everett urged citizens to
contact all levels of government with
their concerns. Councillor Wiseman
wondered if council could pass a
bylaw now, but the mayor said it
may not be wise to do so prior to
completion of the OCP.
One person suggested that all
local governments approach the
federal government and ask them
to set restrictions on commercial
activity on the lake. Another wanted
to know if there was a way to link
communities’ OCPs in order to have
a consistent policy. Mayor Everett
said during the OCP review, all
local village and regional district
policies and bylaws are taken into
consideration. Someone asked about
posting signs alerting people to
Village policy. The mayor said signs
with federal boating regulations have
been posted.
•A request from the Silverton
Community Club for rental of the

by Jan McMurray
Plans are in the works for rafting
tours on Slocan and Salmo Rivers
starting in spring 2009.
Nelson Whitewater Rafting
Company Ltd. plans to be the first
river rafting company to be based out
of downtown Nelson, offering three
different trips – a scenic float from
Slocan Park to Crescent Valley, an
intermediate whitewater trip from
Crescent Valley to Shoreacres, and an
advanced whitewater trip on Salmo
River. The trips will run once or twice a
day, every day or every two days, from
mid-May to the end of September on
Slocan River and from mid-May to the
end of July on Salmo River.
The market identified in the
company’s management plan is visitors
to Nelson. Clients will be driven from
the Nelson office to the river and back
to Nelson, and will be provided with all
the necessary gear.
The company has applied for a
Licence of Occupation on crown land
at six locations –three on each river
– where rafters would be starting and

finishing their trips. The three sites on
Slocan River are Slocan Park, Crescent
Valley and Shoreacres.
The company proposes to place
portable toilets at all three Salmo River
locations and at the Slocan Park and
Crescent Valley sites on Slocan River for
the duration of the rafting season.
Also stated in the plan is that
“general improvements are required at
all sites in the form of garbage and litter
removal and minor trail maintenance.”
The plan identifies “key areas of
concern” to be the amount of traffic
at the three sites on Slocan River in
August, when Salmo River is too low
for trips. This section of the plan also
states: “There are several river outfitters
operating on the Slocan River and every
effort will be made to maintain good
relations and fairly share river access
with these companies.”
The owners / operators of Nelson
Whitewater Rafting Company are
John and Peter Dutton. John has a BC
Professional River Rafting Licence,
Advanced Wilderness First Aid and
is a certified Swiftwater Rescue

Technician. He has five seasons of raft
guiding experience in BC, Alberta and
New Zealand. Peter has been mostly
involved in the hotel business, and most
recently with two Vancouver Island golf
courses.
We spoke with Slocan RiverWatch
president Ben Legebokoff and Slocan
River Streamkeepers representative
Jennifer Yeow about the plan. Both said
they felt organized tours were positive,
as they have education and safety
components. However, Legebekoff
expressed concern about adding to
the extremely high number of people
already rafting down Slocan River,
which is causing problems such as
garbage in the river and damage to
private property. He also said he would
like to know whether or not the Licence
of Occupation would be transferable.
Written comments from the public
regarding the application for crown land
tenure are being accepted until March 1.
Email lwbc.cranbrook@victoria1.gov.
bc.ca or write to FrontCounter BC, 1902
Theatre Road, Cranbrook, BC V1C 7G1
and refer to file #4404717.

by Jan McMurray
Columbia Power Corporation
(CPC) held an open house on February
23 at Passmore Hall to present plans for
Phase 2 of the Slocan River Rainbow
Trout Habitat Enhancement Project.
Phase 2 involves placing 11 more
fish habitat enhancement structures
into the river at Winlaw, Lebahdo
and Vallican in the fall. Seven more
structures are proposed to go in near
Winlaw, in the same general area as the
Phase 1 structures. Two are slated for
Lebahdo, just downstream of Winlaw.
The remaining two are for Vallican – one
just upstream and one just downstream
of the old bridge.
Phase 1, completed in 2005, saw
five structures go in at Winlaw. “They
are providing attractive sites and a more
stable environment for fish,” reported
Peter Corbett, the biologist who did
the studies to assess fish use of phase
1 structures.
Evaluation of phase 1 has resulted
in improved designs for the structures
and a better understanding of where to
place them.
Phase 2 structures will not be placed
in the middle of the river, but rather
along the banks. This decision was
made in response to public concerns
that mid-channel structures have created
navigational hazards for tubers and

boaters. Also, during the high water
flow of spring runoff, one of the five
structures placed mid-channel in phase 1
was damaged and floated away. Placing
structures along the banks will hopefully
prevent this from happening again.
Gerry Oliver, biologist with CPC,
explained that they had placed boulders
near the one mid-channel structure
remaining, to help people navigate
around it.
Oliver listed the three keys to a
successful location for the structures:
access, permission from private
landowners, and suitability for fish.
Access to the sites is from the
Slocan Valley Rail Trail. Audrey Repin
of CPC said, “The trail is quite affected,
so we are working with the rail trail
society to see about maybe installing
more interpretive signage.” Repin
reported that trail users appreciate the
interpretive signage that was installed
on the trail at the Winlaw site.
Oliver explained that phase
2 structures will be stronger. Cable
connectors will be doubled this time,
as there was cable breakage in phase
1 structures. Also, more rocks will be
used to ensure buoyancy. Structures are
made of logs and rocks, tied together
with cables.
Corbett explained that whether or
not fish population has increased cannot

be determined with only four structures
in place. “The population level change
will not be detected until the phase 2
structures are in place,” he said. “From
phase 1, we wanted to know if fish were
colonizing, and they are.”
Repin also wanted the public to
know that repairs to Phase 1 structures
would soon be underway. Phase 2 work
is hoped to be done in the fall.

fire hall meeting room set off a
discussion amongst council as to
who has responsibility for managing
rentals. Mayor Everett explained that
the fire department contract makes it
responsible for the building, security,
insurance, etc. The department
would therefore like to co-ordinate
the use of meeting room rentals.
After some discussion, a motion was
passed to have legal counsel examine
the contract.
Under unfinished business, the
request from the July 1st Committee
for use of the fire hall meeting room
once per month free of charge was
to be tabled pending examination
of the contract. Committee member
Ron Provan proposed changing the
venue from the fire hall to council
chambers. Councillor Wiseman
agreed, amending his original motion

9

from June 13, 2007 to reflect this.
•A request for support was
received from Rumi Nakabayashi
to attend the Future World Leaders
Summit. Council decided it had no
funds to offer while the budget was
not yet finalized, but agreed to write
a letter of support.
•Council discussed the Canada
Summer Student program, which
pays up to 60% of a student’s wage
for a summer job. The Village’s
contribution would be $5,000. CAO
Ida explained that the position is
designed not just to provide the
Village with cheap labour but to
create a useful training experience
for a summer student. Councillor
Wiseman, who had earlier made a
motion to make application for a
summer student position, decided to
withdraw the motion.

River rafting tours planned for Slocan River

Eleven more fish habitat structures proposed for Slocan River

Thank you
Dick & Barb
for 16 years
of FUN!

Coronet Carpets – Special Spring Promotions – on now!
BERRY LOOPS
Wish List • Jacamar
Reg. $21.95/sq. yd.

SALE $15.95/sq. yd.

LCL BRANDED

FRIEZE

SCROLL LOOPS
- SOFTSCAPE
Calliope • Cablegram
Reg. $24.95/sq. yd.

SALE $17.40/sq. yd.

Crusade • Celebrity
Avenger

LCL UNBRANDED

Reg. $27.95/sq. yd.

Reg. $24.95/sq. yd.

SALE $21.95/sq. yd.

SALE $20.95/sq. yd.

Cassidy

MAINSTREET

MAINSTREET

Reg. $28.99/sq. yd.

Supplement 20

Supplement 28 • Forecast

Reg. $12.95/sq. yd.

Reg. $14.95/sq. yd.

SALE $22.80/sq. yd.

SALE $9.95/sq. yd.

SALE $11.95/sq. yd.

Playground

NOTE: ALL CARPETS TO BE ORDERED FROM SAMPLES
2-3 week delivery time
INSTALLATION AVAILABLE

SILVERTON BUILDING SUPPLIES

From Slocan Lake Early
Learning Society (New Denver
Nursery School), Friends of
the Silverton Memorial Hall
& the community.

216 Lake Avenue, Silverton
Phone: 358-2293
Toll-free: 1-800-332-0588
sbs@silvertonbuilding.ca

Also check out our website at www.silvertonbuilding.ca for Red
Hot Monthly Specials, A How-To Section, Lots of Manufacturers
website links, and local links
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Rotary Club and Mirror Theatre provide fun night out

by Jan McMurray
The 10th annual Rotary Dinner
Theatre, featuring Mirror Theatre,
was presented February 15 and 16
at the arena auditorium. The musical
performance, The Lady Pirates of
Captain Bree, was a hilarious rendition
of the book by Martin A. Follose.
Captain Bree and her crew of
lady pirates storm Captain Jennings’
ship, which has some high society

passengers aboard: Madame Prescot
(Joleyne Moroz), her niece (Bronwyn
Conway) and nephew (Jake Wyss),
and Professor Bidwell (Hilary Bitten).
The lady pirates do not live up to
their reputation as the most ruthless
pirates on the seas, and relationships
develop between the two crews.
Alas, only Madame Prescot and
Professor Bidwell are not wooed by
the charming Captain Bree and her

loyal lady pirates.
The abundance of local acting
talent never ceases to amaze.
This year, a special treat was the
exceptional singing voices of the
two main characters, Wren Hobson
(Captain Bree) and Jeff Pilsner
(Captain Jennings).
Marilyn Massey and Lisa Lisee
played the piano accompaniments and
Deb Schiavon was choreographer.
Janet Royko directed, assisted by
Christina Nolan. The tech director
was Ed McGinnis and the sound
man was Rob Lomas. The new
community sound system was used
for the evening’s program.

Costume winners this year were
Marilyn Marshall and David Royko,
Kim Coates and a gentleman from

11

Vernon.
The delicious roast beef dinner was
served by the Jazz band students.

Rhonda Palmer is a natural playing Jane, Captain Bree’s right-hand lady pirate.

Every good play has a romantic
element! Captain Bree (Wren
Hobson) and Captain Jennings (Jeff
Pilsner) fall in love while the lady
pirates are occupying Jennings’ ship.

KOOTENAY LAKE
COMPUTERS LTD.

344 Front St, Box 1028, Kaslo BC, V0G 1M0
250-353-2880 www.klcomputers.ca
Toll-free number: 1-888-301-2880
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Private power projects: Coming to a river near you

Computer
Acting Up?

Call Ron at the Old Grey Barn

250-265-2163

Global Gift
Discoveries

3 1 8 B ro a d w a y S t .

explored. These power generating
projects are not attractive little water
wheels sitting in the river. They
are major water diversion projects
involving blasting and tunnelling and
removal of the water from the creek
beds. And while technically the sites
will still belong to the people of BC,
at the Ashlu project near Squamish,
people wishing to view the site were
escorted away by security guards.
Gary Diers, an Argenta-based
organic farmer and member of the
Purcell Wilderness Alliance, has
become well-known in recent years

for his impassioned defence of the
Glacier/Howser watersheds. A softspoken man who would really just
as soon stay home and farm, he has
put together a spectacular slide show,
along with a detailed description of
the proposed project there. Glacier/
Howser is the largest project currently
slated for the Kootenays, and has
received international attention, in
large measure because of Gary’s
efforts. Gary coined the phrase that
has become the watchword for those
opposed to these private power
projects: “Ruin of the river.”

photo credit: Carl Jacks

submitted
Do you know what’s going on
in your own backyard – or our own
backcountry? On Tuesday, March
11, come to Slocan Park Hall to
learn more about the privatization
and industrialization of BC’s creeks
and rivers.
Entitled “Private Power Projects:
Coming to a river near you,” the
evening event features an array of
interesting speakers, fascinating
exhibits, and beautiful slides of Crown
land about to be destroyed for private
profit. The evening winds up with an
opportunity to ask questions and find
out what you can do. Doors open at
6:30; the event starts at 7 pm.
The Friends of Koch Creek are
inviting the public to listen to Gary
Diers, Corky Evans, Marilyn James,
Michelle Mungall and Moe Lyons
discuss these issues. They will be
joined by a panel of other resource
persons to answer questions. The
evening will be facilitated by LeeAnn Unger from the West Kootenay
Eco-Society.
Under the BC government’s
current energy plan, BC Hydro is
no longer allowed to build power
plants. Public ownership of power
plants has meant cheap and plentiful
electrical power for the citizens of
British Columbia.
Now all power must be purchased
from private power developers, at
above market cost. Sites on over 500
creeks and rivers in BC, and over 40
in the West Kootenays alone, have
been snapped up by private power
developers for a few thousand dollars
each. Each site that is turned into a
power generating facility will return
huge profits to these developers.
These developments are alarming
to anyone who loves the backcountry.
Ron Milton, founder of the Slocan
Valley Wildlife Association and
past director of the BC Wildlife
Federation, is passionate about this
issue. “I have spent thousands of hours
enjoying, recreating and studying in
these watersheds,” he says. “For
individuals such as us Kootenay
residents, these waterways will be
and are the lifeblood of every living
creature, including ourselves.”
While the developers initially
have to sign contracts to sell the
power to BC Hydro, in 20 years or
so when those contracts run out,
they can sell the power to the highest
bidder, anywhere on the grid. They
will build these projects with public
money, and in the end will own them
outright. Public money will have paid
for them, but the public will have
nothing, least of all security of power
supply, which is one rationale for the
whole process.
Another rationale is that these
projects are described as “green
power.” However, the cumulative
impacts of destroying over 500
riparian ecosystems has never been

A kayaker shoots the rapids at Koch Creek Canyon.
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Corky Evans, MLA for NelsonCreston, has declared that the fight
against the privatization of BC’s
watercourses is one of his main
priorities between now and the next
provincial election. “We own these
rivers,” he says. “Government has
no right to give our birthright away
for private profit.”
Marilyn James and other
First Nations representatives have
expressed grave concerns about
these projects. Marilyn has strong
feelings about the sacredness of our
wilderness and has spoken out against
the degradation of our waterways on
a number of occasions. “I want to
talk about this,” she says. As well,
the BC Union of Indian Chiefs has
taken a position that there should
be a moratorium on run-of-the-river
projects.
Michelle Mungall is a former
Nelson city councillor who currently
works in community economic
development. She is concerned about
the social and economic impacts of
these power policies. As a former
member of municipal government
(she was recently Nelson’s youngestever city councillor), she will also talk
about Bill 30, by which the provincial
government removed all power from

municipalities and regional districts to
have any say over what happens with
these private power projects. This bill
is popularly referred to as the “Ashlu
Bill,” as it was quickly passed when
Squamish, Whistler, Pemberton and
the surrounding regional districts
were all opposed to a large and
destructive private power project on
the Ashlu River.
Moe Lyons, local community
activist, will be speaking on behalf
of the Friends of Koch Creek, the
sponsors of this forum. The Friends
are an ad hoc group which formed
when they realized Dandelion Power
was planning to totally disrupt the
ecosystem at Koch Creek Canyon,
taking the water out of the creek and
redirecting it through a penstock
(large underground pipe.)
Several other resource persons
will join the main speakers for a
question and answer session to wrap
up the evening.
The last word goes to Ron Milton:
“I am dead against these development
proposals, and think all residents
of the Kootenays should stand up
and defend these precious streams.
We have sold off enough of our
waterways and paid a high price for
doing so!”

soil erosion can occur,” says Curran.
“Because the soil was severely burned,
it became water repellent, which can
also increase the risk of overland flow
and soil erosion in the catchment areas
of the gullies and creeks. These events
most commonly occur in summer
following a dry period when the water
repellency sets up again and more
intense rainfalls occur.”
Although heli-mulching is more
common in the United States, where
dry soil conditions and resulting post
wildfire erosion is more widespread,
collaborative projects between the
United States Forest Service and UBC
Okanagan have been conducted. This
work has created better understanding
of the underlying mechanisms that
resulted in the erosion from the 2003

wildfires, and has also enabled better
prediction and prevention measures.
“Preliminary results indicate that
surface erosion was significantly
reduced with the application of straw
mulch,” says Curran. “In fact there
was no sediment measured; whereas
on the untreated plot, we collected
almost one tonne per hectare of
sediment following the first few
relatively insignificant rainfalls after
the fire.”
Rehabilitating the slopes is a
long-term project. The area will be
monitored for at least the next five
years or until the soil has recovered.
Plans include another detailed risk
assessment, which may recommend
other options for improving soil
stability, such as planting trees.

Kootenays first in Canada to use innovative post-fire treatment
submitted
For the first time in Canada,
heli-mulching techniques – the aerial
delivery of straw from helicopters to
help stabilize burned slopes – were
used to reduce the risk of potential
landslides and erosion in some
areas burned by the Springer and
Sitkum Creek fires last July. Last
summer, 491 wildfires burned through
16,696 hectares of the Southeast Fire
Centre. Other treatments, including
seeding the area with grass, were also
undertaken.
During fall 2007 local firefighting
crews, Ministry of Forests and Range
staff and two helicopters spread about
30 semi truckloads worth of straw
over a treatment area of 150 hectares.
Each of the 900 giant, square bales
weighed an average 1,200 pounds
(540 kg).
Mike Curran, research soil
scientist with the Ministry of Forests
and Range’s Southern Interior Forest
Region and adjunct professor of
forest soils at the University of British
Columbia, says large-scale erosion
and flooding can be common in
mountainous terrain after a major
wildfire occurs if it has severely
burned the surface soil.
“These events can include gully
erosion, debris flows, landslides and
debris floods. Usually when these
events occur after a wildfire they go
largely unnoticed, but in circumstances
where there is human activity nearby
they can be catastrophic.”
With residential housing and a
highway in the area, the Ministry
conducted risk assessments on the
affected Crown land. As the risk
assessment coordinator for the 2007
Kootenay fires, Curran kept other
agencies up-to-date and considered
different treatment options to reduce

Inspiring
Arts

Nakusp, BC

265-3288

the risk and likelihood of erosion and
flooding, while other scientists and
engineers led risk assessment teams
for individual fires.
The risk assessment and treatment
priorities for Springer proved
complicated because of the different
levels of residential and highway
risk. The area also has a history of
previous landslides – one of the more
recent happened in 1990 when debris
flows caused by heavy rain blocked
Highway 6 for three days. On top of
that, both the Springer and Sitkum
Creek wildfires were hot enough to
destroy parts of the protective forest
floor layer.
“The forest floor protects the
surface soil and prevents erosion. If
the forest floor is removed or burned,

B.C. Forest Service crews from the Southeast Fire Centre spread mulch over the steep slopes in order to control soil
erosion resulting from the Springer Creek fire that occurred near Slocan in July 2007.

CBT boosts funding for arts, culture and heritage program
submitted
The Columbia Basin Trust (CBT)
is increasing its funding to $500,000 for
the Arts, Culture, and Heritage program
administered by the Columbia Kootenay
Cultural Alliance (CKCA).
The increase in funding for this year
is primarily focused on a number of new
heritage programs, making CBT one of
the leading supporters of heritage in the
province. Last year, CBT added a pilot
program to support heritage projects and
events that will occur during Heritage
Week, February 18-24.
“CBT is committed to creating a
legacy in the Basin for future generations
and preserving our local heritage is an

important part of that,” says Garry Merkel,
chair of the CBT board of directors.
Last year two representatives from
the Heritage Federation of Southeastern
BC joined CKCA’s steering committee
to ensure a direct link to the heritage
community.
The CKCA administers and manages
arts, culture, and heritage program funding
on behalf of the CBT. The program
supports projects in all arts disciplines,
including visual art, theatre, music,
dance, media, literary, and inter-arts, and
includes grants to individuals, as well as
to arts, culture, and heritage organizations.
Funding applications are adjudicated once
a year by local arts councils and the CKCA

steering committee.
“This boost in funding will go a long
way to strengthening and supporting arts,
culture, and heritage projects in the Basin,
and at the same time, create stability and
long-term sustainability for these sectors,”
says Jacquie Hamilton, chair of the CKCA
steering committee. “We look forward to
receiving project applications in all twelve
of our funding programs.”
Application forms and program
information are available online at
www.basinculture.com, from local
arts councils or by phoning the CKCA
at 1-877-505-7355. Deadlines for
applications are March 20 and April 4,
2008, depending on the program.
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Nakusp radio station to acquire permanent community broadcast license

by Art Joyce
107.1 The Mountain FM is one
step closer to becoming a fixture on
local airwaves. Nakusp’s signature
station recently applied for its
community radio license, taking
it from probationary to permanent
stage. Its original developmental
broadcast license term of three years
expires on April 28. According to
Alistair Skey, station operations
manager, other than a request for
clarification, it appears the application
will be approved by the CRTC.
“The change in license also
allows us to do significantly more,
principally to broadcast to a larger
audience. Currently we’re only
broadcasting at 1.8 watts, to a
maximum of 5 watts. By changing

to a community broadcast license,
with Industry Canada’s approval, we
can broadcast to a much larger area.
We anticipate broadcasting up to 20
watts, roughly the same power as the
current Rock 101 signal.”
Skey anticipates an answer from
the CRTC well before the April 28
deadline, possibly by the end of
March. Production Manager Lee Orr
says plans for extended coverage
will include New Denver and from
ferry to ferry. The application for
increased transmission output is a
separate process subject to Industry
Canada scrutiny and is assessed for
meeting technical, navigation and
safety standards.
Orr is also excited about plans to
develop web access for the station’s

listeners. Technology has brought the
startup investment for a station down
from a $10,000 to only hundreds of
dollars with web broadcasting, largely
thanks to open source software. Orr’s
vision is for the station to become
steadily more interactive, so that artists
and DJs can upload their material, both
audio and video, to the website.
“We’ve been able to do a lot with
nothing but we’re starting to hit a wall
in terms of space,” says Orr. “I want to
open it up into a studio where we can
have a keyboard and a guitar there for
local artists to come in and play new
stuff. We’ve been broadcasting a lot
of local artists and that’s been a lot of
fun for me.”
The Nakusp MusicFest will be
taking over the role of proponent

from the Columbia Basin Alliance
for Literacy and Orr is hoping the
web access will be available in time
for this year’s festival. That would
allow the station to broadcast the
performances live, which will fit nicely
with MusicFest plans to record this
year’s festival on DVD.
Orr will be attending the 2008
ICT (Information and Communication
Technologies) convention in
Vancouver February 22 and 23 to
give a presentation on developing
a community radio station. Among
other issues, the convention deals with
the social and economic implications
of broadcasting in isolated or remote
communities.
Skey says community radio, being
supported financially by membership

dues, is not dependent on advertisers or
developing niche markets. This makes
it possible to broadcast more local or
esoteric arts material that wouldn’t
normally be available in small
market areas such as Nakusp. Local
entrepreneurs can develop programs
far more easily than if they had to do
so through commercial broadcasting.
Students at the secondary school have
produced programming with Mountain
FM that has helped some go on to film
and broadcast school.
“We don’t have a corporate
identity or a funding body that we have
to represent,” says Skey. “We basically
say, everybody has the right to come
on and broadcast. It ensures that the
principle of community radio remains
fair, equitable and open to all.”

submitted
The Slocan Valley Economic
Development Commission (SVEDC)
was organized to help everyone in
the Slocan Valley understand some
of the economic activities taking
place in our Valley, to encourage
economic activity which Valley
residents have suggested would be
important to them and to act as a
conduit to getting Valley people in
touch with others who may help with
those activities.
SVEDC members include
newly-elected Chair Michael Jones
(Passmore), Pat Ashton (Slocan),
Bill Roberts (New Denver), Derek
Murphy (Slocan Park), Gary
Wright (New Denver), John Gates
(Slocan), Don Munro (Area H),
and Carol Bell (Silverton). Gary,
John, Don and Carol are on the
Commission by virtue of being
Regional District directors; the other
members are appointed from the

community to represent people in
their communities.
The Commission met on January
25 to develop its work plan for
the coming year. It discussed a
number of issues, including public
transportation, housing and land
use, food security and the economics
of small scale agriculture, cooperation and sharing of resources
among various social, educational
and economic organizations, the
changing role of Columbia Mountain
Open Network (CMON) and, how
the SVEDC can be most effective.
SVEDC set some priorities
for 2008: finish its involvement
in the development of broadband
in the Valley; focus on a review
and improvement of public
transportation; assess ideas as they
are brought to our attention, and, to
act only as a facilitator and/or liaison
regarding these initiatives.
The Commission’s main efforts

over the last three years has been
to develop broadband (highspeed)
internet, particularly for the south
valley. Now that Columbia Wireless,
a private internet service provider,
is serving that community, the
SVEDC will direct some of its
resources to working with Red
Mountain Internet Society (RMIS)
to improve highspeed coverage
between Silverton and Rosebery.
The Commission will require
essential accountability from RMIS,
including a public consultation,
before proceeding beyond initial
discussions. The Commission is
committed to helping improve
telecommunications services in our
valley, since we believe this will
be a vital aspect of any economic
activity.
The Commission also decided
to support, evaluate and participate
in the process being undertaken by
the Arrow/Slocan Lakes Regional

Development Council, which will
endeavour to co-ordinate efforts
among several organizations. Bill
Roberts was asked to attend a
meeting of this council and to let us
know what is taking place.
Commissioner Pat Ashton
will act as liaison with the group
trying to develop a commercial
abattoir in the south valley. Pat
will advise the abattoir group that
as a policy SVEDC supports local

residents developing food source
and processing businesses within
our community.
Commissioners will bring
forward emerging issues from
their areas in the Valley, which
will be considered by the SVEDC
throughout the year.
Anyone wishing more
information can contact the
Commission through email at:
svedc@slocanvalley.com.

submitted
It’s official. The Province has
offered Nakusp and Area Community
Forest Inc. a five-year probationary
community forest agreement.
The agreement grants the right
to an annual harvest of 20,000 cubic
metres of timber on about 9,800
hectares of public forest lands in the
Arrow Timber Supply Area.
“We’re thrilled with the advent
of a community forest. It will be a
terrific asset for the community,” said
Mayor Karen Hamling. “Over the
past five years, the Community Forest

Committee, with the community’s
and council’s support, has worked
extremely hard to make this dream
come true.”
Probationary community forest
agreements are area-based, and give
communities exclusive rights to harvest
timber, as well as the opportunity
to manage forest resources such as
timber and botanical forest products,
recreation, wildlife, water and scenic
viewscapes.
Community forests are intended
to stimulate long-term employment,
forest-related education and skills

training, as well as other social,
environmental and economic benefits,
while meeting environmental
stewardship standards. After an initial
term of five years, the agreements may
be extended for an additional term of
up to five years or replaced with a
long-term agreement of not less than
25 years.
“The community forest agreement
will help diversify the region’s forestry
industry and create new opportunities
for Nakusp, its residents and business
community,” Minister of Forests Rich
Coleman said.

submitted
A lot has been said lately about
kids’ obsession with video games,
the internet or the TV. Not enough
has been said about their passion for
the outdoors. Wildsight is aiming to
change that.
Now until mid-March, Wildsight
will be coordinating its Winter
Wonder education program – a fun,
experiential-based program design to
reconnect kids between kindergarten
and grade three with the wonders of
the outdoors in winter.
Winter Wonder is offered in many
Kootenay schools, including the
Arrow Lakes, Kaslo, Meadow Creek
and the Slocan Valley.
“Our goal is to help make the
science curriculum come alive,” says
Wildsight Environmental Education
Program Manager Monica Nissen.
“Kids get a chance to have fun and
develop a connection to the winter
wilderness.”
Kids learn science such as basic
winter ecology, how plants and animals
adapt in winter, and how winter stores
water for the rest of the year. But,
instead of books and chalkboards,
kids get to put on the snowpants and

participate in fun activities such as
following animal tracks and examine
snowflakes up-close.
With the help of the Columbia
Basin Trust, Shell Environment
Fund, and Parent Advisory Councils
from many of the region’s schools,
Wildsight has designed its education
programs to support BC’s educational
curriculum.
The term, “nature-deficit disorder”
was coined by author and researcher
Richard Louv in his book, Last Child in
the Woods: Saving Our Children from
Nature-Deficit Disorder. It refers to
behavioural problems children exhibit

when they are not spending enough
time outside, instead spend many
hours a day watching TV, playing
video games, or using computers.
Louv’s research argued that
kids who play outside and foster
a connection to nature are more
cooperative, creative, and perform
better academically all-round.
Teachers throughout the Kootenays
can make Winter Wonder part of their
curriculum, but space is limited.
Contact Monica Nissen at 352-6346
or monica@wildsight.ca for more
information.

Slocan Valley Economic Development Commission update

Nakusp gets community forest agreement

Winter Wonder Outdoor Education program underway

WE Graham students participate in the Winter Wonder outdoor education
program with Monica Nissen.

			
14

NAKUSP & THE ARROW LAKES

The Valley Voice February 28, 2008

Nakusp council, February 12: Arena planning initiated
by Jan McMurray
•Beth McLeod of the Cultural
Conference Centre Committee (CCCC)
wrote to thank council for the public
meeting on the arena, and to request
a follow-up meeting with “the major
stakeholder groups such as hockey,
figure skating, curling, squash, the
cultural groups etc.” The CCCC feels
that a follow-up meeting could address
smaller upgrades that could be done soon,
without waiting for the grant money that
would hold things up until spring 2009.
McLeod points out that the user groups
may be able to access funding that the
Village cannot, such as the Community
Initiatives program of the CBT. Finally,
McLeod says the committee would like
to proceed with Phase 2 (assessment,
preliminary planning and design) of the
auditorium project, as grant deadlines

Honey Bear
Bakery
Winter Hours:

Tues-Fri 9:00-4:00
Closed Sat, Sun, Mon
311 7th Ave NW • Nakusp • 265-4633
Rear Alley Entrance

are approaching.
After considerable discussion,
council decided that before involving
user groups, the new Arena/Parks
Manager, Gerry Little, should meet with
Trevor Shephard of Delterra Engineering
and administrative staff to come up with
a plan, which then would be referred to
budget discussions. Meanwhile, council
authorized the CCCC to proceed with
Phase 2 of the auditorium project.
Mayor Hamling mentioned that
she had checked with CBT, and they
had indicated that the community could
apply for funding for the arena under
the Community Initiatives and Affected
Areas programs. Nakusp will receive
$108,000 under the two programs this
year.
•CAO Bob Lafleur reported that
the Village had received a memo from
BC Hydro that day regarding the wharf,
which has been closed since January 14.
A dive inspection took place February
8. An engineer from Westmar was also
there, and said the stringers would support
new planking. The local contractor was
sourcing new planking, and Lafleur said
he hoped the work would be done in ten
days if materials were available.
•Council received a letter from Gord
Cann, President of the Nakusp Rod
and Gun Club, expressing frustration

NAKUSP & AREA COMMUNITY
FOREST INC.
REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS
The Nakusp & Area Community Forest Inc. (NACFOR) invites
proposals from experienced companies to provide forestry
operations support for the Nakusp & Area Community Forest.
Operational activities include but are not limited to all aspects
of planning, multiphase harvesting, silviculture, forest fire
fuel management, required assessments, monitoring and
reporting, and forest management. The term of the contract
is two (2) years with options for further renewal at the
discretion of NACFOR.
Interested parties may obtain a full information package by
emailing to nakuspcommunityforest.com or packages may be
picked up at the Village of Nakusp office.
Closing date for receipt of completed proposals will be
4:30pm, March 20, 2008

2008
Forest Stewardship Plan
Nakusp and Area Community Forest
Arrow Boundary District
Nakusp and Area Community Forest (NACFOR) is making
available for public viewing its proposed Forest Stewardship
Plan (FSP) for operations within the Arrow Boundary Forest
District. The geographic areas covered by the FSP are
dispersed and extend from Galena Bay to East Arrow Park.
The FSP shows the location of proposed areas in which
planned forest activities may occur over the next 5 years.
The FSP also provides strategies and results for conserving
and protecting timber and non-timber resources. It will be
available for review at the Village of Nakusp office at 91- 1st
Street NW Monday to Friday between the hours of 8:30 AM
and 4:30 PM for a period of 60 days from February 29, 2008
to April 28, 2008. To ensure that a representative is available
to discuss the proposed FSP and receive comments, we
would request that you make an appointment. To arrange for
a review appointment, please call the Village of Nakusp office
at 250 265 3689.
Please note that the FSP does not address specific operational
plans for individual cutting permits. These issues will be
addressed at the cutting permit level and plans will be available
for review at an annual open house or by individual appointment
prior to the commencement of forestry operations.
Comments and concerns must be provided in writing by April
28, 2008 to Nakusp and Area Community Forest, c/o Village of
Nakusp, Box 280, Nakusp, B.C. VOG 1RO Attention: Doug
Switzer, President.

with the slow progress on the wharf.
Council voted to reply with an update
on the wharf, along with a copy of the
minutes of the January 31 meeting with
BC Hydro, the February 6 email from
Harry Brownlow of BC Hydro, and the
report on the dive inspection completed
on February 8.
•BC Hydro wrote to invite Arrow
Lakes Reservoir users and stakeholders
to a meeting to discuss plans for
the revegetation program under the
Columbia River Water Use Plan. As
council members were not able to attend
the meeting, scheduled for February 18
in Revelstoke, they decided to write back
requesting a meeting in Nakusp. They
will also remind BC Hydro not to plant
fall rye or other plants that cause issues
with fishing and boats.
•Council set a meeting for February
18 with Interfor representatives.
Mayor Hamling later reported in
a telephone interview that the meeting
was cancelled, with the hopes of rescheduling for the middle of March.
•Council gave third reading to a
bylaw that will allow for two one-acre
lots on Isaque Vieira’s 32-acre industrial
property on Hot Springs Road near the
airport. Current zoning requires that lots
be a minimum of two acres.
Vieira’s plan is to create an industrial
park on the property, which has been
used for a gravel pit and cement plant.
A demand for one-acre lots is Vieira’s
reason for the zoning amendment
application.
His application indicates that he
would like the one-acre minimum
lot size to be applicable to the entire
property. Alternatively, he asks that
council consider the amendment for just
one of his proposed lots, which he would
like to divide into two one-acre lots.
Council decided to allow only two oneacre lots for now, because of concerns
around servicing the area.
CAO Lafleur reported that he
had met with Vieira and other local
developers in the airport area, who had
come to an agreement in principle to cost
share and work together to find a solution
for water and sewer. Council also voted
to send a letter to Vieira, indicating that it
would like to resolve the servicing issues
with all the stakeholders.
A public hearing was held on the
bylaw at the beginning of the meeting.
There were no comments from the
public.
•Councillor Mueller reported that
the Nakusp Co-operative Marketing
Committee was working on a tourism
marketing campaign. She said the group
would submit an Expression of Interest

to a Tourism BC program for help with
the campaign. Council voted to provide
a letter of support for the project.
•It was reported that the community
projects co-ordinator, Beth McLeod, was
successful in obtaining BC 150 funding
for the Arrow Lakes Arts Council to put
on a community concert ($1,525) and for
a sandcastle contest and two sandcastle
workshops ($1,000) for the August long
weekend.
•The Village will send a letter of
congratulations to Jesse McDonald,
local snowboarder, who received a 2010
Legacies Now award and a Premier’s
Athletic Award. A letter will also go to
Carly Thorp, another local snowboarder
who is doing very well.
•Accounts receivable for January
in the amount of $243,111.43 were
approved.
•Council approved the Rotary
Club’s request for a fee waiver for the
arena auditorium for the annual Rotary
Dinner Theatre.
Mayor Hamling asked staff to track
the waivers granted every year and to
report back.
•Council decided to support the
Leland Hotel’s application to the Liquor
Control and Licencing Branch to change
their closing time from 1 am to 2 am.
•Mayor Hamling asked council for
direction on the issue of the distribution
of BC Hydro grants in lieu, as it will be
voted on at the next RDCK meeting.
The grants have increased considerably
this year, with Nakusp’s allocation
at $14,755, up from approximately
$7,000. RDCK directors will vote either
to continue as in the past or to pool all
the grants and re-distribute. With the
first option, Nakusp would receive its
$14,755. With the second option, Nakusp
would receive $20,000. Councillors
authorized Mayor Hamling to vote as
she sees fit, in the best interest of the
community.
•Councillor Dahlen was authorized
to attend the Federation of Canadian
Municipalities (FCM) conference in
Quebec with expenses paid by the
Village. This issue came up again after

the last meeting because of lack of
clarity around the policy on council/
staff attendance at conferences. Council
resolved to review the policy prior to
next year. Mayor Hamling will also
attend FCM as an RDCK director with
her expenses paid by RDCK.
•Councillor Mueller was designated
as the contact person for the Picture
BC project. She said she would contact
local photographers and bring it forward
to the Marketing Committee and the
Chamber.
•At the next meeting, council expects
to give the OCP bylaw second reading
and schedule an Open House.
At an OCP meeting January 24, the
zoning was finalized on the 9.5-acre
piece of Village-owned land near P&T
that was subject to controversy when
it was advertised for sale last year,
with an island. The bottom part will
be zoned parkland and the upper part
will be zoned resort residential. “This
will address environmental concerns as
well as leave two one-acre parcels for
residential use,” state the minutes. “The
island is not included in the zoning, and
will be left as is.” The entire property
was first proposed to be zoned resort
residential.
•Terry Warren, Emergency Services
Co-ordinator, attended to provide an
update. He said the main message from
the 2007 fire season was to improve
communications. “We learned a lot
from last season and will do things a
bit differently this year,” he said. He
reported that the Southeast Fire Centre
is building a new office just past the
junction.
Training has taken place fairly
recently for seismic events, tsunamis,
and floods, and there have been meetings
with Teck Cominco to compile a list
of hazardous materials that travel our
highways.
An upcoming training exercise will
simulate a breach of the Revelstoke Dam.
During this exercise, Warren and Richard
Mahoney, emergency co-ordinator for
the Village, will be at the Emergency
Operations Centre in Nakusp.

submitted
The Arrow Lakes Arts Council is
holding its annual Community Artists’
Concert this year in the auditorium of the
arena complex. ALAC is celebrating its
30th anniversary along with BC’s 150th
Birthday. The concert is on Sunday, March
9 at 2 pm. The concert will still feature local
solo artists and groups, but many more
artistic attractions have been added to the
event. The Alfa Guild will be displaying

local artists’ work, and the historical society
and the museum will be displaying local
artifacts and books that are part of the local
history of the Arrow Lakes. The concert
will include singers, pianists, fiddlers,
jazz ensembles, choirs, string orchestras,
dancers, readers and other soloists. There
will be an official opening ceremony to start
the concert off, and there will be official
artifacts from BC’s 150th to auction off.
There will be no tickets at the door, but
there will be a donation jar to help support
the Arrow Lakes Arts Council in its efforts
to bring cultural activities to the community
and have a Concert Series each year.

All invited to big birthday bash

The Arrow Lakes
Arts Council proudly
presents:
A Celebration of Local
Artists in Concert
Sunday, March 9th at 2:00 pm
at the Auditorium in the Arena
Complex
Come celebrate 30 years for
the Arrow Lakes Arts Council
and BC’s 150th Birthday with
Alfa Guild’s local artist
displays,the Nakusp Museum’s
historical artifacts of the Arrow
Lakes, and the Nakusp
Historical Society’s Books on the
History of the Arrow Lakes!!
Join us for the BC’s 150th
Birthday Cake after the
Concert.
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Summit Lake Racers host skiers from Red Mountain, Whitewater and Salmo
submitted by Elaine Tupper
It’s been a busy few weeks
for the Summit Lake Racers.
On February 9, with the
generous support of the Columbia
Basin Trust and Recreation
Commission #4, the Summit
Lake Racers hosted an E2-style
regional event. Skiers from
Red, Salmo, and WH2O came
to compete in the individuallytimed, modified GS race. The
Summit Lake High School Ski
and Board Team also ran the
course. The day was overcast,
with light snow and below
freezing temperatures.
Many Summit Lake Racers
placed in their events. Connor
McQuair, skiing on rentals, came
third in his category, following
Adam McQuair’s second place
win. Erin McLeod, second
place to Claire Jackson’s first
in their category, commented
on the difficulty of the course,
remembering to “turn right
away when (she) got over the
lip.” Taylor Aeichele, in first
place, felt that her first run was
“pretty good” but planned to
ask her coach, Doug McQuair,
how to approach the lip on
her second run. Young Kiley
Waterfield placed second to
Jude Nicholson-Chodat’s third.
Garrett Waterfield placed third in
his event, while Adam Webster
placed first to Brier McLean’s
second in their event. Angus
Jackson, a mere fraction of a
second away from third place,
mentioned that it was “icy, but
not too icy,” and that “at the end
when you tuck, you can hear
the wind really well.” Boarders
Kathleen Fox, Amy Surina, and
Gareth Douglas placed in their
events.
The High School Team
wore yellow ribbons, dedicating
their runs to teammate, Lucas
Hughes. The fastest boarder of

the day, despite suffering from a
cold, was Chelsey Groffen, who
commented that it was “a fun
course ... it cheered me up, and
got my adrenaline going ... it was
really fast.” Cameron Carruthers,
the fastest male skier, beat out
second place Kody Marks, while
Nadine Douglas placed first, Ali
Spavor, second, and Tayari Skey
placed third in their category.
Sam Switzer was the fastest male
boarder, followed by Justin Detta

and Dylan Homis.
The following day, 8-yearold skier Solomon Tupper
represented the Summit Lake
Racers at an E2 invitational race
in Revelstoke. He placed fourth
while racing against 9-year-olds
from Revelstoke and Golden.
He mentioned that the course
was far easier than the Summit
Lake course, as there were no
surprises.
On Saturday, February 16,

Jesse McDonald wins awards
Jesse McDonald is having
another excellent snowboard
season this year.
She has won two awards:
the Premier’s Athletic Award
and a 2010 Legacies Now award
from the Vancouver Board of
Trade.
Only five BC athletes were
chosen for the 2010 award. An
Olympic hopeful, Jesse was very
honoured to receive the award
at a luncheon in Vancouver on
February 11.
Now 17, Jesse ranks sixth
in Canada and first in BC
in snowboard cross racing.
Last year, her first on the BC
Snowboard Cross team, Jesse
earned a second place finish at

Junior Nationals, third place at
Nationals, 12th place at Junior
Worlds and a sixth place finish in
August’s South America Cup —
a season that earned her a berth
on the National Development
Team. Coach Chris Nakonechny
feels McDonald is ready for the
next step in snowboard racing:
the World Cup, a step everyone
hopes helps pave her way to
2010.
ROCA Mines, the company
that has the molybdenum
mine in Trout Lake, has been
sponsoring McDonald since
last summer when she went to
Chile for training. She says she
is super grateful for the financial
support.

Carly Thorp captures first place at the BC Snowboard Association
Series FIS event, February 24 at Red Mountain in Rossland.

skiers and boarders gathered for
the Summit Lake Club Races. It
was a full day, and thanks to the
many volunteers, a successful
one.
Summit Lake Racers ran
the gates at Red Mountain in
Rossland on Sunday, February
24 to compete in an E1-style
Nancy Greene race. Despite

the fog and wet snow, the skiers
performed well, with Summit A
team placing 3rd and Summit
B team placing 2nd. Taylor
Aeichele made the podium once
again, with the second fastest
female run of the day.
Meanwhile, a couple of
runs away, a BC Snowboard
Association Boardercross event,

part of the Provincial series,
was underway. Summit Lake
Racers Alex and Carly Thorp
were competing. Carly placed
first out of 14 women and is
shooting for #1 in the provincials
next weekend at Big White. Alex
finished ninth in a field of 19
men and also has his eye on the
provincials next weekend.
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Kaslo council, February 12: Insurance concerns crop up in takeback lease
by Jan McMurray
•At a special meeting January 29,
council went over the takeback lease
and came up with a list of questions,
mostly regarding insurance, for the
Village lawyer and insurance agent.
Answers to the questions were
received, and as a result, council
passed three motions: to purchase
rental income insurance upon
purchase of the provincial building;
to obtain quotes to bring the building
into compliance with current WCB
OCHS standards; and to instruct the
Village lawyer to negotiate insurance
clauses in the takeback lease that
will not hamper the Village’s ability
to find or afford insurance coverage
for the building in future.
•Anne Malik attended to ask
for approval of the library’s plans
to rehabilitate the ‘dark cell’ in the
City Hall basement, which was
originally a jail. Entrance to the
‘dark cell,’ currently being used for

Thank you
Valley Voice

The only newspaper that
tells us what is going on in
the Kaslo area. The only
newspaper that gives us a
chance to say what we think
about it, free of charge, in
Voices from the Valleys.
Paid advertisement by Jane Lynch
in support of the Valley Voice

storage, is through a washroom. The
library would like to deactivate the
washroom and create a local history
room in the ‘dark cell.’
Malik also asked council for
permission to apply for a BC 150
Years Celebration grant for the
project. The library will plan,
organize and administer the project
and have asked the Village to remove
and store the toilet, sink and interior
door.
Council voted to support the
project in principle. The details of
the proposal were referred to the
Municipal Services committee for
recommendation to council.
•Council received a draft of
the OCP from Smart Growth
BC. Discussion with the Citizens
Advisory Committee about revisions
to the draft will continue before it is
presented to the public.
•Bluebelle Bistro’s application
for an amendment to its liquor
licence to include entertainment
(dance floor, karaoke, etc.) until
midnight was referred to council
for comment. Council voted to send
a notice to all property owners and
residents within one block of the
bistro, asking for their comments
by March 7. Council will ask for
an extension to March 22 for its
comments to the liquor board.
•Ken Hart and Dave Boland
attended as a delegation to request
funding and support for the May

KASLO MOHAWK
Open every day of the year!
• Fuel • Groceries •
• Convenience Store •
– NOW OPEN 6 AM - 9 PM –

353-2205 405-4th St.

North Kootenay
Lake Community
Services Society
Employment Opportunity
Community Adult Mental Health and
Addictions Counsellor
North Kootenay Lake Community Services Society in beautiful
Kaslo, BC has an exciting opening for a Counsellor/Case
Manager to work with clients with mental health and addictions
issues.
30 hours per week
As the Case Manager for Adult Mental Health and Addictions
you will provide clinical services to clients in our Community
Outpatient Program. The Case Manager works closely with
other members of the clinical team of psychiatrists, physicians,
counsellors and outreach workers throughout the Kootenay
Lake Interior Health region in assessing clients’ mental health
status, formulating a plan of care, implementing planned
care and evaluating outcomes. If you have mental health and
addictions counselling experience and a BSW or MSW and
are looking for a position that offers a rewarding career in a
beautiful and caring community setting, please consider this
opportunity. Wages, benefits, supervision and professional
development provided.
Information at www.nklcss.org
Please submit resume to:
Administrator, North Kootenay Lake Community Services Society
Fax 1-250-353-7691 or administrator@nklcss.org
Closing Date: March 14th, 2008
Please note only successful applicants will be contacted for
an interview after the closing date.

Days Car Show and Shine. All
requests will be conveyed to Heather
Hewat, May Days co-ordinator.
•Animal Control Officer Joyce
Davidson attended to ask for
council’s assistance in dealing with
difficult offenders. She suggests
changes to the animal control bylaw
and indicates she’d like to attend
a course in ticket writing. Mayor
Holland requested a written report.
This was referred to the Municipal
Services committee.
•The Kaslo Community Food
Charter, authored by North Kootenay
Lake Community Services Society,
was adopted in principle.
•Community garden water rates
for 2008 were waived.
•The library board wrote to
the Village to say that it would be
willing to pay for its own contents
insurance, previously paid for by
the Village. The reason for this is
to level the playing field, as it is
the library board’s understanding
that other non-profit, institutional
tenants of the Village pay for their
own insurance.
The Village will explore the legal
aspects of a longer-term lease with
the library.
•The Village will submit
an updated application to the
LocalMotion funding program for
a wheelchair ramp at Periwinkle
School for $4600.
•A Community Tourism grant
of $17,488.05 for campground

improvements was approved.
Before the funds are released, an
expanded description of the project
and confirmation of other funding
sources must be provided. This was
referred to budget deliberations.
•In response to correspondence
from the Hospital Auxiliary regarding
repairing the roof on the thrift shop
(old fire hall), the Village will advise
that this is in budget deliberations.
•Work required on Village
owned buildings as a result of fire
inspections was referred to budget
discussions. The fire department was
asked to follow up and report on all
fire inspection deficiencies in Village
owned buildings by April 30.
•Council was notified of a
meeting on February 11, hosted by
the Kaslo South Area Water Supply
Society, to investigate the potential
for a co-ordinated water supply plan
for Kaslo and area.
•The Village will apply for a $400
grant for boulevard replacement
trees and new trees in Kaslo Bay
Park. The Community Tree Planting
Program is sponsored by TreeCanada
and BC Hydro.
•The CEED (Community
Education on the Environment and
Development) Centre in Maple
Ridge wrote to ask if Kaslo would
like to support a program called ‘A
Pesticide Alternatives Education
Program for British Columbia.’
The request was referred to the
Development Services committee

for recommendation to council.
•FortisBC sent an invitation to a
stakeholder workshop in Kelowna,
where a long-term resource plan
would be discussed. Council decided
to write back and request a meeting
closer to Kaslo.
•The Village will apply for a
planning study grant of $10,000 to
determine whether Development
Cost Charges are the most desirable
option for the municipality.
•A Request for Proposals will
go out for a preliminary study on
the best development cost option to
meet future development needs in
the Village.
•A letter will be sent to Mr.
Radford, with copies to Tom
Humphries and Pennco Engineering,
advising him to submit a formal
subdivision application to the
Ministry of Transportation.
The Village will take no action
on the Radford road dedication
through airport lands until it receives
a referral from the Ministry.
•Mr. Mattes will be informed
of specifics with regards to the
development of Burke Street,
as discussed at the February 6
Development Services committee
meeting.
•Specific requirements will be
confirmed with the developers of the
proposed Rainbow Drive dedication
as a public right-of-way, as discussed
at the February 6 Development
Services committee meeting.

submitted
The Community Fund of North
Kootenay Lake Society (CFNKLS)
is entering its third year of making
grants to registered charities in
Kaslo and Area D. CFNKLS, which
operates under the wing of the
Osprey Community Foundation,
now has assets of nearly $200,000
which will generate some $9,000 in
grants for 2008.
2007 grant recipients included
Kootenay Lake Independent School
Society, Lardeau Valley Historical
Society, Langham Cultural Centre,
OPTions for Sexual Health, North
Kootenay Lake Community Services
Society, Kaslo and Area Hospice,
Kootenay Kids Society, Kootenay

Lake Historical Society, Kaslo and
Area Youth Council, and the Kaslo
Concert Society.
CFNKLS now has three ‘field of
interest’ funds – a Seniors Fund, a
Child, Youth, and Family Fund, and
an Environment Fund. Donations to
these funds as well as the General
Endowment Fund can be made at
any time. The principal is held in
perpetuity and the earned interest is
used to make the annual grants.
CFNKLS also administers the
McKinnon Family Fund, which
supports the social and recreational
needs of residents at the Kaslo
Victorian Hospital as well as the
Kaslo and District Public Library.
This fund also generates an annual

bursary to a graduating student
who wishes to pursue vocational
and trade-related post-secondary
training.
Grant application forms for
2008 will be available March 1. The
deadline for all applications is Friday,
May 2, and grants will be announced
at the CFNKLS annual general
meeting at the Langham Cultural
Centre on May 30. According to
Canada Revenue Agency rules
CFNKLS can only make grants to
Registered Charities.
Interested parties can contact
CFNKLS president David Stewart
at 366-4623 or sjdks@direct.ca for
further information or to request a
Grant Application Package.

submitted
The long-awaited Probationary
Community Forest Agreement has
been awarded to the Kaslo and
District Community Forest Society.
The agreement grants the society
an area-based tenure, and the right to
an annual harvest of 25,000 cubic
metres, more than double the annual
allowable cut under the society’s
previous non-renewable licence.
The community forest will consist

of about 35,000 hectares of public
lands within the Kootenay Lake
timber supply area.
“This agreement will bring
long-term stability, certainty
and opportunity to our forestry
operations. We can now undertake
longer-term management initiatives
that will benefit the resource and the
community at large,” said Robert
Mitchell, chair of the society. “We
can look forward to providing our

community with the ongoing quality
of life dividends that community
forests provide.”
The Society has operated a nonrenewable forestry licence since
1997 and has contributed funding to
several community organizations.
After an initial term of five years,
the agreements may be extended
for an additional term of up to five
years or replaced with a long-term
agreement of not less than 25 years.

submitted
“Ageless bluesman” and master
folk musician Bill Bourne will play
the Langham on Friday, March 7 at
7:30 pm. Madagascar Slim – seen
at last year’s Kaslo Jazz Fest – will
make a guest appearance, with a
percussionist adding to the mix.
Bourne, who has been called “a
national treasure,” is a Juno Award
winning singer-songwriter on tour
to promote Sally’s Dream, his most
recent CD. The great grandson of
Iceland’s Poet Laureate, Stefan G.
Stefansson, he grew up in Alberta
listening to his parents play old-time
music. The family penchant for
word-crafting was contagious.
In the 1980s Bourne did a threeyear stint with Scotland’s well known
Tannahill Weavers, where he met

Alan MacLeod. Collaboration with
MacLeod led to the release of the
stirring, bagpipe-driven Celtic-folk/
blues album Dance and Celebrate,
followed by Moonlight Dancers.
Bourne’s next musical partnership
with Shannon Johnson produced
two critically acclaimed albums,
Dear Madonna and 1997’s Juno

nominated Victory Train. That year
he also released a solo album, Farmer,
Philanthropist and Musician. Bourne
next collaborated with guitarist
Andreas Schuld and bluesman Hans
Stamer to produce No Special Rider.
His new album, Sally’s Dream, has
been described as “one damned fine
piece of artwork.”

submitted
North Kootenay Lake Arts and
Heritage Council’s popular Salon
of the Arts will be held during the
month of March this year. The Salon
Art Show featuring work by North
Kootenay Lake artists opens on Friday,
February 29 with a reception at the
Langham from 7-9 pm. The Salon
Performance and Auction Night takes
place on Friday, March 14 at 7 pm.

This annual fundraising event
sustains Artwalk, the Saturday Market,
the Banner Project, and the scholarship
for post-secondary studies in the arts,
history, or journalism. Performance
night auction items, solicited from local
businesses and local artists, always
inspire generous and competitive
bidding. Eight performing groups
entertain. Your participation supports
the local arts community.

Community Fund of North Kootenay Lake calls for applications

Probationary Community Forest Agreement comes through

Juno Award winner Bill Bourne to play the Langham

Salon of the Arts 2008 to raise funds for Kaslo area arts and culture
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Get Outta Town
with
Peter
Roulston

Quality touring
close to home

This really has been a great
winter for anyone seeking legendary
Kootenay powder, and the nice
thing is that it’s been easy to get into
even at lower elevations adjacent
to maintained roads. My columns
continue to highlight these places that
are easy to reach with any vehicle and
that don’t demand any big combat
gear.
With the cold dry weather of last
week the roads are again in fine shape
and most good ski zones have some
manner of trail broken to make the
trip up less difficult. Sandon area will
always be a great place for convenient
skiing because of the ideal elevation,
abundant local precipitation and
spectacular terrain. The high elevation

What Time is it
Mr. Wolf?

When I first started in the financial
services profession, I was introduced
to the concept of the stock market
resembling a clock. This may be a
bit inaccurate because it’s actually
the business cycle that works like a
clock. The concept is that when the
clock strikes 12, the economy and
hence the stock market, is at full
steam and at its peak. If the clock
was striking six, the economy and
hence the stock market, is at rock
bottom. The swings between those
two numbers resemble the economy
contracting or expanding.
Just like a clock, the business
cycle continues to rotate around
from 12 to six and then back to 12.
Nobody in their right mind would tell
you that the cycle of the clock has
magically changed and it no longer

Kaslo Village third
in province to have
a food charter

The Kaslo Village council adopted
a resolution on February 12, 2008
stating that the Kaslo Food Charter
as written by the Kaslo Food Security
project, be adopted in principle making
Kaslo the third municipality in BC to
have a food charter, about 8th in all of
Canada.
In these days of looming climate
change and food supply changes, this
makes for a rainbow in the storms. By
having a food charter, the Village of
Kaslo is firmly stating that food, health
and the environment are important
factors to the town’s well-being.
A food charter is a statement
of guiding principles, in this case
specifically referring to the local
foodshed. As food travels an average
of 3000km to get to our plates, costs
of rising fuel, the affects of climate
change and food sovereignty are all
playing important roles on the global
plate. These factors are combining to
make our dinner plates of questionable
health, cost and sustainability.
Through the website www.
localfooddirectory.ca, we were able
to determine that for every KG of
vegetables grown locally, Kaslo
residents will save 664g of greenhouse
gas emissions. Considering we have
about 14,000kg of food shipped to us
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stuff is epic if you make the effort to
access it, but the valley bottom there
also offers fine ski routes with the
scenery and history all around you.
The K&S rail grade and its Cody spur
line are two well-known trails right in
the vicinity of Sandon.
The Cody spur ends abruptly now
at the Last Chance concentrator site
where a large wood trestle once stood,
allowing the rail line to cross Carpenter
Creek to reach Cody townsite and
avoid crossing two big avalanche
runouts. To visit Cody now you simply
park in the lot by the Tin Cup Café and
carry your gear for a hundred metres
to where the road plowing ends and
the well used sled/ski track carries on
up to Cody.
This two-kilometre ascent to Cody
is always shady at the outset and on
clear mornings has a cold outflow
breeze wafting down from the alpine.
After leaving the few houses in Sandon
the road follows Carpenter Creek
closely, climbing in reasonable stages
en route to Cody and the final terminus
of the K&S rail line from Kaslo. About
1.5 kilometres up the road grade comes

around a corner and levels out as you
now travel the rail grade that crossed
the creek on that long-since collapsed
trestle.
Of interest right now is the clear
evidence that the upper flanks of Reco
Mountain have shed enough snow to
trigger the big chute that comes right
to the valley bottom across from the
Cody road. For now the road is heaped
deep in avalanche debris where the
immense slide came down from Reco
to slam into the creek gulley below
and roar up to cover the road we use
for access.
But no big deal. Sledders and
skiers have already packed the trail in
over the rough stuff and future snow
will smooth it all out very nicely. The
aftermath of the slide is still pretty
neat to observe and this is all there to
admire just 20 minutes up the trail. The
smaller chute that plunges down to the
left also ran right to the creek, and is
most likely the chute that may have
blown out the trestle in one of those
big snow years.
The final short ski to Cody is quite
elementary and soon you enter into the

open flat area that was the train station,
the community and across the creek
the Noble Five concentrator site and
lower terminal of the tramline from
far up the mountain. Casual skiers can
poke around here for some time and if
you’re up on the local history it can be
an amazing revelation to understand
the scale of what once occurred here.
From Cody there are further roads and
routes but these are more involved.
I did a whole different short ski the
other day to a spot that most people
have been looking at for some years
now. At Enterprise Creek, some 18
kilometres south of New Denver, a
very steep slope was logged privately
right above the highway near the
bridge and facing due north. It’s fairly
large and sorta starting to grow back
but it got totally burned over in the
Springer Creek wildfire last summer.
The access road to it climbs up from
Highway 6 just south of the creek
where the highway straightens out
with a pullout nearby.
I had my skis and it was clear day
so I stopped on the way home from
Nelson to check it out. The road is

goes to 12 or six. This, however,
does happen in our business. People
believe that business cycles and
economics have somehow changed
and for one reason or another, the
outcome is going to be different
this time.
Why does this mentality exist?
Because people are motivated by
fear and greed! When the stock
market is doing well, people believe
it will never stop and thus they get
in when many of the gains have
already happened. When the market
starts to decrease (as it has recently)
they believe it will continue to go
down. Investors then tend to look
at more conservative avenues for
investing their money and therefore
miss opportunities in the investment
marketplace.
The problem is compounded by
the general public’s misunderstanding
of mutual funds, where most people
will be invested. What they see in
the media is the reports on our stock
indexes. People look at the rise and
fall of the stock market indexes
and use those swings to interpret
economic data. However, when you

own a mutual fund portfolio, you
have highly educated professional
portfolio managers making the buy
and sell decisions on your behalf.
Part of your internal mutual fund fees
pays for that ‘hands on’ management
of your account. If you have a proper
portfolio mix, chances are it won’t
react the same way as the general
stock market index.
It’s times like these that mutual
fund portfolio managers earn their
keep. Volatile times are seen as
buying opportunities and many
could actually make money during
an economic downturn. Portfolio
managers may often position the
fund to earn above average rates of
return once the clock passes six – the
time that the markets start to rebound
higher. Some position the fund to
respond defensively – right around
the time that the clock reaches 12
and starts to peak.
People who don’t understand
their portfolio will pull out at exactly
the wrong time. They then scratch
their heads and wonder why their
neighbor ends up retiring at age 55
while they are still working well into

in one summer month that is a savings
of more than 27 tonnes of GHG if
we were to grow all food locally just
for June, July, and August. Although
that change won’t happen overnight,
through the food charter, the municipal
government is creating a foundation
to encourage and support farmers and
business to focus on local food and the
local economy.
Given that food is now 90%
dependent on oil inputs, we are not
only looking at food security as an
environmental safeguard, but as a means
to make our village less vulnerable to
drastic changes caused by rising fuel

costs. By adopting a food charter Kaslo
has accepted, acknowledged, and is
being active about ensuring residents
will have access to fresh, healthy and
affordable food – the foundation of
food security.
Kaslo is located one hour north of
Nelson, nestled between the majestic
Purcell and Selkirk ranges on Kootenay
Lake.
For more information, contact
the Kaslo and Area food security
coordinator, Aimee Watson at North
Kootenay Lake Community Services
250-353-7691 or aimeewatson@
nklcss.org

their 60s.
I have used the phrase “properly
designed portfolio.” There are often
circumstances where your portfolio
may not be properly designed and
could be seriously affected by a
downturn in the economy. There
is even a chance that buying and
holding will not give you a long
term average return above a typical
GIC rate.
So how do you know you have
a properly designed portfolio? Ask
your advisor to explain negative
correlation to you and ensure your
portfolio incorporates this theory.
Ask your advisor to explain value vs.
growth investing and ensure that you
have both styles in your portfolio.
Ask about portfolio rebalancing.
If your portfolio was designed and
weighted appropriately, rebalancing
keeps it fine-tuned no matter what
time the clock shows.
If you own quality funds with
excellent portfolio managers and
your advisor has incorporated the
areas that I’ve discussed you should
be fine. Be sure your advisor has
taken the time to put a portfolio
together that meets your needs and
your risk tolerance. Be sure that
the mutual fund portfolio managers
are following their mandate and are
doing what you pay them to do. If
all is in order, relax and go enjoy the
snow. After all, I figure that it’s about
4:30 in the afternoon and there is no
stopping the time.
Collin Ludwar B.Comm CFP, is
a Certified Financial Planner with
his company The Affolter Financial
Group Inc. in Castlegar.

with
Andrew
Rhodes

Keep on eating

Hello out there all you fabulous
food fans. I hope you are eating well
and enjoying your fave dishes. I’ve
been to Vancouver twice recently and
gave you a recipe instead of a review
in the last issue.
Meanwhile, I have been offered
an acting gig in far away exotic
Kamloops. The chances are very
good that I’ll accept the offer, and if

I do I won’t be here in the Kootenays
to write restaurant reviews for you,
and that breaks my little heart. It
doesn’t mean, however, that I won’t
be eating. I plan to continue eating
no matter how long I’m away, and
if my fearless publisher Dan, and
editor-in-chief, Jan, allow me to, I’ll
keep in touch with you all via letters
to the editor or perhaps an occasional
mini column.
I wish you all an excellent spring
and wonderful summer. If you want
to stay in touch with me you can
email me at danceswithandy@
gmail.com
I’ll miss you all tremendously.
Eat at home and in restaurants, but
KEEP ON EATING!!!
Much love and meat balls,
Andrew
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wide and not too steep and although
in the shade, the views of the valley to
the north end of Slocan Lake are great.
Spur roads and odd trails cross this
logged patch and you can get around
to numerous vantage points to see your
world from a new angle. Also you can
see up Enterprise Creek to where the
fire raced up the steep south faces to
the ridges. If you don’t ski, then plan
this as a small summer hike.
Peter Roulston owns the Bicycle
Hospital in New Denver and like most
of us is looking forward to spring.
358-2133

Want to
contribute to the
Valley Voice?
Why not consider a
voluntary
subscription?
$10-$30 per year

WANTED
TO BUY:

CEDAR AND
PINE POLES
John Shantz
• 250-308-7941 (cell)

Please contact: Gorman
Brothers Lumber Ltd.

250-547-9296

Kaslo Building
Supplies
For all of your gardening
needs – we help build
gardens too

Mon - Sat – 8 am - 5 pm
6521 Highway 31 • Kaslo

Phone: 353-7628
Fax: 353-7740
www.kaslobuilding.com
kaslo.building@telus.net

THE CARBON NEUTRAL THING

When you purchase a new bicycle anywhere in BC, there is no PST
charged because as cyclists we are helping to reduce pollution and traffic
congestion. But are we carbon-neutral when we ride? I mean don’t people
exhale CO2 as they pedal along, and maybe even fart, now an then? Do
vehicles hauling bicycles get carbon credits? Should road bikes earn
carbon credits, while off-road ones don’t? The debate rages on at...

PETER ROULSTON’S BICYCLE HOSPITAL
New Denver • 358-2133 • OPEN IN MARCH
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Announcement

ROTARY CLUB of Nakusp is looking
for submissions to nominate the 2007
Citizens of the Year in Nakusp and area.
Nominations seek a person of any age who
has made an outstanding contribution to the
community. This may include our youth,
couples or individuals. Please include in
your nomination as much supporting data
as possible. Deadline Friday, March 21,
2008. Please mail nominations to: Citizen
of the Year Award Committee, Rotary Club
of Nakusp and area, PO Box 62, Nakusp,
BC V0G 1R0. For more information, please
call 265-3373.
The Slocan Rads, Playmor Power
Products, and Holeshot Originals are
pleased to announce the winner of the first
ATV 2-year give away. First off I would Iike
to thank all of the entrants, the letters were
quite good and it was not an easy decision.
Arrangements will be made with the winner
and their family to pick up the ATV and
outfit the youngster with safety gear in
early April when the snow is dropping back.
The winner is ... Yoan Shandro-Gosselin
from Hills.

Business Opportunities

WANT TO START YOUR OWN
BUSINESS? Community Futures
offers business counselling and start-up
information. Appointments available in
Nakusp and New Denver. Contact Marilyn
Rivers at 265-3674, ext. 201 or email
nakusp@futures.bc.ca.

Coming Events

The Kootenay Dancebeat
Society presents a Social Ballroom
Dance at Brent Kennedy School, South
Slocan on the second Saturday of every
month until June. Mini Lesson 7:30pm,
Dancing 8 pm - 11 pm. Everyone
Welcome! Cost $5.00. For more info www.
dancingbeat.org
Personal Classified Ads
start at $8.00
Call 358-7218 for details

One-stroke painting workshop –
Sat. March 29th 10-4 in Silverton – instructor
is Karen Dubreuil, watch for more info in next
issue or call now to register 358-2828, only 10
spots available for this workshop.
Bill Bourne with Madagascar Slim and a
percussionist Friday March 7th at 7:30 PM at
the Langham in Kaslo. “A fiercely independent
musician.” www.thelangham.ca.
YOGA AT THE DOMES - Times have
changed to Monday mornings 9-10:30
(intermediate flow), Thursday afternoons
4-5:30 (foundation & flow) and Saturday
afternoons 1:00-2:30 (foundation & flow).
Yoga keeps the body resilient! Come and
experience your vitality in movement. For
any questions call Madeleine 2475.
ADULT DROP-IN VOLLEYBALL Sundays,
6:30 pm at the Lucerne School Gym.
GARDEN FESTIVAL IN NEW DENVER!
Vendors of garden related items are invited
to reserve a spot for this upcoming eent to
take place on Saturday, May 24 on the site
of our popular Friday Market. Got some
perennials to divide or want to start some extra
seedlings? This could be perfect! Baskets,
planters, décor items…if it goes in a garden,
it will go here! Spaces are $10 and proceeds
will go to support the Slocan Lake Garden
Society, a.k.a. the SLUGS. To register please
call Donna Jean Wright at 358-7200.
COMMUNITY SEED SWAP Get ready
for gardening season! Bring your seeds to
swap or a donation to the Community Seed
Swap, Saturday, March 1 from 2-4 pm, next
door to Fat Kat’s in New Denver (the old
service station). Sponsored by GRUBS and
From the Ground Up.
SPRING BOOGIE BASH. Boogie to
Big Bad Blu, Enjoy our scrumptious
Spaghetti Feast and bid on our Live Art
Auction, featuring West Kootenay Artists.
Saturday March 8, 2008, Slocan Legion
Hall. 6:00pm-12:am. We invite everyone
to our benefit fundraiser for Project ‘Save
the Turtles.’ Tix $20.00/per person available
@ Slocan Village Market, Gaia Tree, T’NT,
Evergreen.

CLASSIFIED ADS

Business & Career Expo, April
26/08 at Nakusp Arena. Great opportunity to
showcase your business and promote products
and services you provide. Call the Chamber of
Commerce to reserve your booth 265-4234.
Spaghetti Nite, Saturday, March 8,
Burton Hall. Serving from 5-7 p.m. Adults
- $10.00; Students- $7.50. Sponsored by St.
Andrew’s United Church.
Passmore Hall is hosting their
Annual Pie/Gift Bingo on March 8 at 6:30.
Come out and enjoy an evening of fun and
games while supporting your community.
Private Power Production Coming to a creek near you! Learn about
privatization of power and industrialization
of our backcountry. Discussion &
presentations. March 11, Slocan Park Hall,
3036 Hwy 6. Doors open at 6.30. Friends
of Koch Creek 226-7309.
Slocan Valley Threads Guild
needs donations: Clean your closet of fabric,
notions, and yarn for its annual spring
fundraiser. To donate call: Nelson area
352-7152 Jasmine; Valley area 226-7703
Sharon; Slocan area 355-2459 Brenda;
Junction area 551-9852 Terry.

Energy products

BACK-UP POWER SYSTEMS- Days
of Uninterrupted power for your office
electronics through our next power outage
and you can choose to recharge with the
sun. Compact, simple to install. Complete
supplies and service OSO RENEWABLE
ENERGY, Kip at 358-2660.

For rent

OFFICE OR RETAIL SPACE - 16’ x
24’, next to Silverton Building Supplies
on highway. $265.00/month. Call
250-358-2293.

For sale

USED ONLY ONE SEASON – Craftsman
rototiller. New $750; Ask $550. Craftsman
tiller attachment. New $550; Ask $350.
Yard man snowblower 36” swath,
driftcutters, elec. Start. New $2200; Ask
$1850. Manuals. 265-3295.

ARTFULLY PAINTED, open concept
mobile home with carport. Must be moved
from 105 Josephine St., New Denver.
$12,000. Phone 352-7629.

Health

FULL SPECTRUM BODY WORK
offers deep tissue and stress reduction
treatments in the privacy of your own
home. For additional info and to book
appointments please call 358-6808.
Relax & Rejuvenate with
RAINDROP TECHNIQUE: Drops of the
purest grade nine essential oils applied
in a raindrop-like fashion along the spine
transport you to an alpha state of relaxation.
A therapeutic experience that may keep
working for five to seven days after your
treatment, it has been shown to have a
very positive effect on health & wellbeing.
Certified Practitioner. Robyn Grant,
Nakusp (250) 265.9948 for information &
appointments.
CRANIAL SACRAL THERAPY with
Darlene. Deep fluid inner massage available
alternate Tuesdays at Hand and Soul,
Silverton. Call 358-2177.
YOGA, FELDENKRAIS and THAI
MASSAGE in Nakusp. Available for
workshops in the West Kootenay. Nakusp
Movement & Wellness Centre. Tyson Bartel
265-3827.

Notices

F O R I N F O R M AT I O N O N A A
MEETINGS contact Dave 358-7265;
John 265-4924; Tonio 358-7158; Dave
353-2658; Joan 355-2805; Dan 359-7817;
Bill 226-7705.
NOTICE: AGM 2008 - Area “H” North
TV Society AGM will be held on March
5, 2008 at 7:00 pm in the Hidden Garden
Gallery. All are welcome.

Next
Valley
Voice
Deadline: March 7, 2008
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Obituary

Carol Marguerite Brown (nee Paquet)
passed away at her home in Edgewood,
BC on January 28, 2008, at age 63, after a
courageous battle with cancer.
Carol spent the last 25 years of her life
in the nursing profession, working with
Native Canadian communities in Northern
BC and the Far North, and later with the
Canadian Red Cross. She volunteered
as a nurse in Botswana, Burundi and
Kenya. Her last work as a nurse was in
war-torn Sri Lanka. Her compassion for
the disadvantaged children of Africa led
to her work with the Canadian branch of
FORWAC (Friends of Rural Women and
Children), finding foster parents for aidsorphaned children in Kenya.
Carol lived her life with boundless
energy and enthusiasm. She was a beautiful,
complex woman who brought her own
special sparkle and spirit to the lives of those
she touched. She is very much missed by
her daughter Lisa, son Johnathan (Kristen),
sisters Jeanine and Lyse, brothers Darcy
and Joseph, her many nieces and nephews
and her friends and co-workers around the
globe. No service by request. Carol had
asked that her ashes be divided between
Kenya and Edgewood. In lieu of flowers, a
charitable donation may be made to ACCES
(African Canadian Continuing Education
Society), 2442 Christopherson Rd., Surrey,
BC V4A 3L2 (acces@shaw.ca or www.
acceskenya.org).

Services

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL
SEPTIC TANK CLEANING: “Serving
the Valley” 7 days/wk, 24-hr. All-Around
Septic Services, Don Brown (250)
354-3644, emergency 352-5676.
ROGAN ELECTRIC Residential,
commercial, industrial wiring. Local
references available. All work guaranteed.
“We get the job done.” 353-9638.

BUSINESS DIRECTORY

RESTAURANT/WINE & BEER

Winlaw Brew-Op

Open Tuesday - Sunday
9 am - 4 pm

Main St. New Denver 358-2381

Specialty Coffees, Teas,
U-Brews and Kits for Home
• Open Every Day

Nakusp

265-4701

Lemon Creek
Lodge & Campground

REAL ESTATE
PAULA CONRAD
HOME: (250) 358-2707
Selkirk Realty

265-3635
E-mail: paulaconrad@royallepage.ca
Website: www.royallepage.ca/selkirkrealty

Free Consultation

Tammy Peitzsche

“Your Valley Specialist”
- Honesty
- Integrity
- Customer Service
Free Market Evaluation
isoldit@shaw.ca
365-9640

Advertise in the Valley Voice. It pays!!!
Call 358-7218 for details or email: valleyvoice@netidea.com

GROCERY • HEALTH FOOD
Slocan Village Market
Groceries, fresh produce, fresh meat,
Agency Liquor, organic foods,
in-store deli, in-store bakery.

Open 7 days/week, 9 am - 7 pm

Slocan, BC • ph:355-2211 • fax: 355-2216

Ann’s Natural Foods
Ann Bunka

- 358-2552 805 Kildare St., New Denver

Your Local Grocer

New Denver
358-2443

Silverton
358-7292

Re-Awakening
• Health Products
• Books
• Greeting Cards

Health Centre

320 Broadway St. Nakusp		 265-3188
Fresh Produce,
Free Range
Eggs, Imported
Cheeses,
Specialty &
Ethnic Foods

212 Broadway, Nakusp • 265-4039

This space could be yours for
$10.00 + GST per issue.
Call 358-7218 or email:
valleyvoice@netidea.com
for details

Oso Renewable Energy
Buy the tools for a secure energy future

Wine & Beer Making Kits
to satisfy all budgets!
Take-Home Kits, or Brew it with Us!
Open 11:00 to 6:00 Tues. to Sat.
5972 Cedar Creek Road, Winlaw • 226-7328

Apple Tree
Sandwich Shop
The

Soup, Sandwiches & Desserts
358-2691
tfn

Beside Slocan Park Service
2976 Highway 6, Slocan Park

Year-round facility
Licensed Restaurant
Open Thurs - Sun
5 PM - 8 PM
1-877-970-8090

PROFESSIONAL SERVICES

Mon. - Fri. 7 A.M. - 4 P.M.
Sat. 11 A.M. - 4 P.M.

’s
Nicklace
P

WINTER HOURS
7 am - 9 PM

Breakfast starts at 7:00 am
QUALITY PIZZA anytime!

265-4880
Air Conditioned

Smoking & Non-Smoking

93-5th Ave.	Nakusp

Solar, Microhydro, products and installation
Competitive prices on all your independent
Home and Business energy products

www.OsoSolar.com - Kip

250-358-2660 or 406-752-6837

• Zack Graphics & Inks •
Printer Sales ~ Discount Inkjet Cartridges
Photo Papers ~ Guaranteed Inkjet refills
eBay Marketing ~ Digitial Design

250-358-2111 • izack@telus.net

612 Josephine St. • Box 292 • New Denver, BC V0G 1S0

Kootenay Administration Services
Carlene Enge - Owner/Operator
RR#1,Site 3,Comp.4, Edgewood, BC V0G 1J0
Ph: 250-269-7147 Fax: 250-269-7339
Email: cenge@edgeconnection.ca
Accounting, Payroll & Payroll Remittance, Office
Organizing, Taxes, Vacation Relief & Business
Financial Concerns

Passmore
Laboratory Ltd.

Water Testing • Flow Measurements
CAEAL certified to test drinking water
We’re in the Valley at: 1-250-226-7339
Jennifer & Tony Yeow passlab4@netidea.com

For all your
insurance
needs
HUB INTERNATIONAL
Barton
265-3631
INSURANCE
1-800-665-6010
BROKERS

RECREATION

ENGINEERED WITH YOU IN MIND

Ph: 359-7111 Fax: 359-7587
www.playmorpower.com

Playmor Junction Hwy 6 & 3A
1043 Playmor

Paradise Restaurant
Pizza - Open Late
Now serving chicken
Take out or dine in
358-7773 • 358-7929
12 Lake Ave • Silverton, BC

SAWMILL

SOCKEYE SAWMILLS
SLOCAN, BC

• Custom on-site milling
• Timber/Lumber sales
• Cedar posts, fencing, decking
• Untreated landscape ties

Phone: 355-0024 • email: sockeye@telus.net

Meat Cutting
Legendary Meats

www.jonesboysboats.com
Ainsworth, British Columbia
4080 Hwy 31 N
Call: 1-877-552-6287

(250) 353-2550 Fax (250) 353-2911

Bulk - Beef, Pork, Buffalo
and Sausage Sales
Custom Cutting & Sausage
Making, Curing & Smoking
of Bacons & Hams
Winter Hours: Thursdays & Fridays
9 am till 5 pm
Phone: 226-7803
2826 Hwy 6 • Slocan Park

HARBERCRAFT

Lester Koeneman
Phone 265-3128 or
24-hour Fax 265-4808
Broadway St. Nakusp
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Wanted

Food and Craft vendors
wanted for Kaslo’s 116th annual May
Day Celebrations, May 17th, 18 & 19.
Download the application form www.
kaslochamber.com or for more information
please e-mail Heather at kaslomaydays@
netidea.com or call (250) 353-7311.
PHOTOCOPIER wanted. Call 358-7218.

Going bankrupt or have a divorce or
estate to settle? I’ll buy your house, condo,
cottage, apartment block, or vacant land
anywhere in BC. I pay cash. Call Mountainside
Property Management 250-574-7774.
LOCAL DOOR CARVERS need clear,
straight ¼” birch panels for 6 panel
prototype, end size 28 cm x 49 cm laminated
to ½” thick. John 358-2760.

Slocan Valley Recreation

IMPROVE DANCE - With Barb Wilson, starts March 4th at Winlaw Hall.
NORDIC WALKING WORKSHOP - Sat.March 8th, Crescent Valley Hall. 10:00-12:00.
SEED EXHANGE DAY - Sunday, March 2nd. 10:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. Vallican Whole
Community Centre.
LIVING FOODS PREP - With Jeannie McLaughlin. Sat. March 8th. Art Farm Winlaw.
EASTER BUNNY HOP - Sat. March 15th. Noon to 2 pm. Passmore Lodge. Fee: $5 per child.
SPRING BREAK ART CAMP - With Karla Pearce.March 17th-20th at Slocan Park Hall.
SPRING SOCCER FOR KIDS - Never too soon to register!

226-0008

CLASSIFIED ADS
Community Volunteer Income Tax Program available again to residents
submitted by Marilyn Boxwell
The Revenue Canada sponsored
Community Volunteer Income Tax
Program is available to residents in
Nakusp, New Denver and Silverton for
the fifth year running. A team of trained
local volunteers will offer free and
confidential assistance to adults of any
age who live on low incomes and who
need help in completing and filing their
income tax returns.
The program’s overall purpose is to help
ensure that eligible clients’ annual income
level is accurately registered with Revenue
Canada. This is a critical factor, since the
program offers the potential of helping to
reduce the amount of income tax being paid

by persons on low income, with some or all
taxes returned to the client.
One’s registered income level
determines eligibility for a wide range of
provincial or federal government medical,
social and financial benefits for low-income
persons. The income ceiling set in order to
take advantage of this free CVITP service is
$25,000 or less for single persons, $30,000 or
less for couples, or $30,000 for families plus
$2,000 in addition for each child.
Note that returns must be non-complex
and straightforward. The team does not
prepare returns for businesses or commercial
enterprises, nor for deceased persons or those
facing bankruptcy. The CVIT Program is not
intended to compete with private enterprise,
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so no tax advice is offered. Those wishing
professional assistance in dealing with
investment portfolios or related matters
are urged to seek advice from appropriate
resources.
Last year alone, close to 80 requests for
assistance were responded to locally. This
included not only personal help in filling out
the returns, but also providing information
about allowable deductions for those wishing
to complete and file their own returns.
This year, volunteers have information
on a number of newly announced tax breaks
as well.
Assistance is available in either French
or English. Call the District Volunteer
Coordinator at 265-0075 for further details.

BUSINESS DIRECTORY

AUTOMOTIVE • SMALL MOTORS • MACHINE SHOP
WEST KOOTENAY
MACHINE SHOP
SALES & SERVICE
98 - 1st Street, Nakusp • 265-4911
OPEN 6 DAYS A WEEK
CHAINSAWS
TRIMMERS
• Stihl
• Homelite
• Husqvarna
• Stihl • Toro
MOWERS
• Husqvarna
• Snapper
SMALL ENGINES
• Toro
• Tecumseh
• Lawnboy
• Briggs & Stratton

915 Front Street
Nelson, BC V1L 4C1
(Railway Side Access)

General Machining
Parts Repaired or
Remanufactured

• welding repairs • full service
& repair • licenced technician •
radiator repairs & service • mobile
service available • fast, friendly

Shop Phone/Fax

250-352-2123

24 hour towing
1007 hwy 23, nakusp
ph: 265-4577

Hiway 6 Service is now

Dave Smith

NAKUSP GLASS
201 Broadway
265-3252

The clear choice for
all your glass needs!

BCAA Towing

Nakusp 265-4406

111 Mcdonald Drive, Nelson, BC
ph 250-352-3191
sales@mainjet.ca • www.mainjet.ca

Slocan Auto &
Truck Repairs

Lower Arrow Contracting

Property development, subdivision & services
For estimates or consultation call
Bob or Kevin (250) 269-7497

HALL LUMBER
& BUILDING SUPPLIES
Open Mon, Tues, Wed, Fri & Sat
10 am to 5 pm
PHONE 250-269-0043
Find us at 280 Lower Inonoaklin Rd.
Edgewood, BC

ICF Building Products
“We provide Star Service”
1-888-289-4731

For all your painting needs
Call
NAKUSP
MAINTENANCE
Free Written Quotations
265-3082 • cell: 265-1574
Email: sapietis@telus.net

• Ready Mix Concrete •
• Lock Blocks • Septic Tanks •
• Drain Rock •
• Road Crush • Sand & Gravel •
• Dump Trucks • Excavator •
• Crusher •
• Coloured Concrete •
• Site Preparation •
Box 1001, Nakusp, BC, V0G 1R0
Ph. 265-4615 • 265-4328 (eves)

Tradesman Electric

commercial • residential
new construction • renovations
Reliable friendly service
Free Estimates Call Steve 226-7163

Thanks for reading our ad

• Location in your area soon!!!
• Be the first on our list of
West Kootenay Customers!
Just In Time For All Your Painting & Construction Needs

Our Goal is Quality
Our Number is: (403) 667-5209

Past painter for Alberta New Home Warranty
Justin Cox • Don Leggatt
• Painting • Staining • Lacquering
• Texturing • Polomyx
• Faux-Finishes • Wall-Papering
• Industrial Coatings

call Jim Berrill
(250) 359-5922

Your local bulk dealer & service centre

Support the Valley Voice with a voluntary subscription!
Only $10 - $30 per year

5549 Frontage Road
Burton, BC

EQUIPMENT RENTAL
COLES
RENTALS
HEATERS (PROPANE & ELECTRIC)

PLATE TAMPERS, JUMPING JACKS,
JACKHAMMERS, HAMMER DRILLS, CONCRETE
MIXERS, CONCRETE SAWS, TILECUTTERS,
BLOCKCUTTERS, SCAFFOLDING, FLOOR
SANDERS, FLOOR NAILERS, ROOFING NAILERS,
FRAMING NAILERS, GENERATORS, WATER
PUMPS, COMPRESSORS,
PRESSURE WASHERS, ROTO TILLER,
PROPERTY PIN LOCATOR, CHIPPER/SHREDDER,
GAS POST HOLE DIGGER, WOODSPLITTER
...AND MUCH MORE!
PHONE 358-2632
1-888-358-2632

COMPUTER

Fresh Flowers for all occasions!! Delivery to New Denver

212 Broadway, Nakusp • 265-4039

JEWELRY
Jo’s Jewelry

Custom Work and Repair in
Silver and Gold, by Appointment

358-2134

New Denver, Goldsmith Jo-Anne Barclay

RECYCLING
MOUNTAIN VALLEY STATION
BOTTLE DEPOT
Slocan City • 355-2245
Open MON - SAT 9-5
Your “Bottle Drive” Specialists

- Repairs
Palmer
- Upgrades
Computer - Consulting
Microsoft Certified
Services
Systems Engineer
Phone: 355-2235
ken@palmercomputerservices.com

Grey Barn Computers
Ron Nymeyer
212 4th Ave NW
Nakusp

250-265-2163

theoldgreybarn@hotmail.com
		
		
		
		

Service
Repairs
Upgrades
Sales

HAIR

Ava’s
Hair Studio

Tuesday to Friday 10-4
open late Thursdays

Far right entrance of the Wild Rose Restaurant in Rosebery

Beside Slocan Park Service
2976 Highway 6, Slocan Park

hanspainting@telus.net

ACCOUNTANT

WRITER/EDITOR

Certified General Accountant

1-866-355-9037
1-250-355-2790

FOR ALL YOUR
PROPANE NEEDS
359-7373
1-800-471-5630

Call me and we can arrange anything!
KASLO: Phone/Fax: 1-250-353-7474

24 Hr Towing and Recovery
Auto Repairs & Tires
Auto Parts

358-7769

* Air treated for odours & offgassing
Serving the Slocan, Arrow Lakes &
North Kootenay Lake Valleys

Installation and maintenance

Fern’s

Now delivering to New Denver
& Silverton on Saturdays!

LAUNDROMAT
Interior painting in wintertime

JEMS Propane Ltd.

FLORIST

24 hour towing
BCAA, Slocan, BC
355-2632

CONSTRUCTION • HOME • GARDEN
• Residential & Commercial
Construction

Owner/Machinist

Caribou Service
(250) 265-3191

Mark Adams

P.O. Box 279
New Denver, BC
V0G 1S0

HEALTH
Hand & Soul Healing Centre

Chiropractor, Larry Zaleski, D.C.
Mondays & Fridays - Silverton
Every other Wednesday in Winlaw or Nakusp
Counsellor/Healing Facilitator
Sue Mistretta, M.A., CCC.

358-2177

Silverton & Winlaw

BUS. 250-358-2411

Advertise in the Valley Voice

Your locally owned, independent
community newspaper

MASSAGE
myofascial release • deep tissue massage • relaxation massage

Susan L. Yurychuk • 250-358-6804
By Appointment Only • New Denver
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