
May 8, 2008     The Valley Voice  1

Volume 17, Number 9  May 8, 2008  Delivered to every home between Edgewood, Kaslo & South Slocan. Published bi-weekly.
“Your independently owned regional community newspaper serving the Arrow Lakes, Slocan & North Kootenay Lake Valleys.”

Country Furniture & Home DeCor
Looking for something out of the ordinary? Country Furniture & Home Decor, 115 Hall St. nelson, toll-Free 1-866-352-3665

Visitor Information 
Page 15

by Art Joyce
In the wake of soaring grain, rice, 

corn and soy prices, The Guardian 
newspaper has said the food crisis 
will take hold before climate change 
crisis. The Financial Post has 
stated, “Forget oil, the new global 
commodity is food.” Dr. André 
Piver opened a media conference 
April 29 with this and other quotes to 
underpin the importance of regional 
food production. Piver was releasing 
the executive summary from last 
November’s Future of Food in the 
West Kootenay conference.

The summary states that the 
International Energy Agency predicts 
a collapse in the globalized food 
system as early as 2010-11 due to 
the convergence of hyperinflated 
petroleum costs and impacts on 
harvests from climate change. 
According to the US Department 
of Agriculture, up to 80% of the 
cost of food is fuel, and there is still 
no viable commercial alternative 
to petroleum. BC is facing a 50% 
shortfall in irrigation infrastructure for 
commercial agriculture even without 
taking into account the impact of 
climate change on water supplies. 

Other factors influencing the 
predicted food shortages include 
the American subsidies on biofuels, 
which have inflated food staples 
such as wheat and rice by as much as 
100% in just one year. Nations trading 
under World Trade Organization 
regulations have not been allowed 
to put grain into reserves, creating 
an unprecedented global supply 
shortfall. And the increasing appetite 
for meat in developing countries such 
as India and China is diverting more 
grain into livestock production. In 
Canada, projects like the Future of 
Food receive only nominal support 
from government agencies such as 
the Ministry of Agriculture, which has 
been gutted of staff and resources by 
recent governments. 

The Kootenays face particular 
challenges as climate change 
continues to reduce glaciers and 
impact water supply. The University 
of Victoria Climate Study Group 
is predicting desertification of the 
Western prairies and Okanagan, 
leading to increased immigration 
to the Kootenays. The current all-
time high in real estate prices is a 
significant barrier to attracting young 
families interested in farming. Local 
meat production has been dealt a huge 
blow in the new meat processing 
regulations, and as Piver points out, 
“veggies are nice, but they won’t get 
us through the winters here.” 

But thanks to enterprising citizens, 
some solutions are underway. The 

Future of Food conference releases strategy report on local food security
West Kootenay EcoSociety’s Matt 
Lowe announced that the Kootenay 
Grain Co-op has been started. Three 
farm families in Creston have set 
aside 15 acres to produce wheat, 
oats, spelt, and kamut, enough to 
feed 200 families, less 20 shares to 
a Nelson baker. A grain mill will 
operate in Nelson and Creston. Lowe 
said the society is making plans to 
meet the already anticipated larger 
demand. The EcoSociety’s John Alton 
reported that the group will continue 
to promote its farmer’s markets, 
linking up with area restaurants in 
hopes of encouraging them to buy 
their supplies locally. 

Abra Brynne, described by Piver 
as the ‘grandmother of food security’, 
has been working for 17 years to 
encourage more local food production 
in the Kootenays. Government 
certification regulations have made 
it difficult for local producers to get 
into the marketplace, she explained. 
To overcome this barrier, a new 
initiative known as the Kootenay 
Local Agriculture Society has plans 
to develop a marketing brand for local 
produce known as Kootenay Mountain 
Grown. Detailed information on the 
project can be obtained from Jeremy 
Lack at jeremylack@shaw.ca. 

Brynne also reported on the 
Slocan Valley Abbatoir Co-op, 
which hopes to use a combination 
of composting and an incinerator to 
deal with animal waste. The co-op 
is negotiating with the RDCK for a 
site, with the most likely candidate 
currently the waste transfer site 
at Ootischenia. The Ministry of 
Agriculture is supportive of the 
project, Brynne said, but “NIMBYism 
is alive and well, although everyone 
still likes to throw a steak on the 
grill.”

Aimée Watson, Food Security 
Coordinator for the North Kootenay 
Lake Community Services Society 
based in Kaslo, reported on her group’s 
progress over the past two years. A 
mapping project used a 100-mile 
radius from Kaslo to inventory 
existing farmers and determine 
shortfalls in local food production. 
The inventory is available online at 
www.nklcss.org. Watson’s working 
group produced a Community Food 
Charter for inclusion in Kaslo’s OCP, 
putting food security on the agenda 
for village council. The group is 
hosting a Lawns to Gardens contest, 
where two families will win a work 
crew to convert their lawns to food 
production. The fruit tree harvesting 
project in conjunction with Bear 
Aware is continuing, and a modified 
version of the community composting 
project is being considered.

RDCK Area F Director Al Dawson 
said the regional district is considering 
purchasing rain barrels for sale at cost 
to residents as part of its zero waste 
management program. Rain barrels 
have been promoted by UBC climate 

change scientist Dr. Hans Schreier 
as a vital and inexpensive means of 
conserving water.  

Piver’s Future of Food working 
group has co-sponsored a website  
with Sandi McCreight of the newly-

formed Kootenay Food Resources 
Society (www.futureoffood.ca or 
www.kootenayfood.ca). The site is 
designed to help farmers, consumers, 
food retailers, nutritionists and 
activists to network. 

Masked revelers and kids in costume liven up the annual Winlaw May Day parade, held May 3 this year.
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There were over 35 exhibitors at the Nakusp Business and Career Expo, sponsored by the Chamber of Commerce. 
One of them was North Nakusp Automotive, represented by Rodney Potapoff and Jim Pozdnikoff.

The Queen’s Tea was held at New Denver’s Bosun Hall on May 4. L to R: Candidates Tisha Becker and Michelle Magnusson, 
reigning princesses Amy Schpakowsky and Eva Shandro-Wictorin, candidates Hazen Donnet and Ashley Bernhof.
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by Art Joyce
Potter Sarah Lawless of Kaslo 

is one of only six artists in BC 
recently honoured with the 2008 
BC Creative Achievement Awards 
by Premier Gordon Campbell and 
Keith Mitchell, chair of the British 
Columbia Achievement Foundation. 
Two of the six award recipients are 
Kootenay artists, including Lawless 
and fibre artist Angelika Werth of 
Nelson, who won for her costume and 
fashion design.

Sarah’s pottery looks as if it could 

Kaslo potter Sarah Lawless wins BC Creative Achievement Award
have been formed naturally from 
the earth, still wet with the dew of 
creation. Sarah herself has deep roots 
in the countryside, roots that continue 
to influence her work. She was raised 
in the Ottawa valley on a small farm 
and her father is a fine woodworker, so 
she grew up surrounded by craftwork. 
Her grandfather was an antique dealer, 
something she feels gave her a good 
grounding in history as well. She earned 
a degree in English in Vancouver, and 
spent three years living in Thailand, 
teaching ESL at a private school, 

where she discovered the indigenous 
culture and its creative crafts, such as 
silk weaving. 

Sarah has had a lifelong interest in 
fibre inspired in part by her mother’s 
sewing handiwork, and had spent time 
working in bookbinding. She came west 
and decided to attend Kootenay School 
of Art in Nelson in 2003 for the fibre 
program. During her first semester she 
was encouraged to try another medium, 
so she chose pottery and was soon 
hooked. She moved with her husband 
Kendrick Mauser to Kaslo where she set 

up a studio in her home. A larger studio 
is planned, something the $5000 award 
money will help out with.

“There’s a primordial aspect to 
clay, elemental. I really like getting my 
hands into it and forming things almost 
subconsciously. It’s all functional work, 
it’s a little funky and sculptural but 
people use it.”  

Sarah says her pottery is influenced 
by her interest in fabric as well as the 
textures and colours she finds in nature. 
Her medium is porcelain, which creates 
a smoother finish than stoneware and 

more vivid colours. She likes the idea 
of continuing to produce affordable 
functional pieces as well as creating one-
of-a-kind art pieces for the international 
art market. Her work can be found at 
Hazeldean Gallery in Nelson, Fern’s in 
Kaslo, Kootenay Gallery in Castlegar, 
and at galleries in Vancouver. 

“I like things to be kept as local as 
possible, so I’ll always try to have my 
work available here.” 

Lawless has been awarded two 
BC Arts Council Scholarships, and 
participated in an exhibition in Japan.

by Jan McMurray
The ferries at the Galena/Shelter 

crossing are operating one hour earlier 
for a trial period from April 20 to June 
19. The first ferry leaves Shelter Bay 
(Revelstoke side) at 5 am and Galena 
Bay (Nakusp side) at 5:30 am. The last 
run is from Shelter Bay at 10 pm and 
from Galena Bay at 10:30 pm.

The pilot project is an attempt to 
give some relief to the resource traffic 
that uses the DEV Galena. Logging 
trucks and chip trucks start lining up 
early in the morning, and these heavy 
vehicles have to wait their turn because 
of load restrictions on the ferries.

However, there is a concern that 
tourism will be ill served by the new 
schedule.

The schedule change was a request 
of the local ferry advisory stakeholders 
group. In discussions with the group, 
the Ministry of Transportation agreed to 
pilot the earlier start and corresponding 
earlier finish. The ministry will be 
assessing the results of the pilot with 
the ferry advisory stakeholders group 
and then will determine what the 
schedule will be after June 19. The 
second ferry, the MV Shelter Bay, 
comes into service on June 20.

As a result of discussions with 
the ferry advisory group, the ministry 
is working to improve service on the 
Galena/Shelter route. From May to 
October this year there are portable 
washrooms along the line-ups on both 

Galena/Shelter Bay ferries run one hour earlier on trial basis
sides of the crossing. At Galena Bay, 
the ministry is creating an additional 
lane for waiting traffic to allow the 

operator to assess and load traffic 
volumes more effectively.

The advisory group has also 

asked for cell service in this area. 
The ministry has asked Telus for a 
tower, but were told that this was not 

in the plans for this year. The ministry 
advised it will continue discussions 
with Telus.

by Jan McMurray
The RDCK received about 25 

letters of concern about the impacts of 
recreational use of Slocan Lake after 
a leaflet called ‘What’s on the horizon 
for Slocan lake’ was distributed.

The leaflet, endorsed by six 
local organizations, focused on the 
negative impacts of jet-skis and 
houseboats, and began by stating: 
“Some entrepreneurs have stated their 
intent to rent houseboats and jet-skis 
on Slocan Lake.”

Monty Horton, Senior Planner 
at the RDCK, provided information 
about the impacts of motorized 
and non-motorized recreation on 
waterways, and a list of things the 
RDCK could do to manage impacts. 
This information was referred to the 
Area H North Advisory Planning 
Commission for the Official 
Community Plan (OCP).

Horton indicates the OCP is 
a good place to address the lake 
recreation issue, through policy 
that encourages limited use, and 
that identifies environmentally 
sensitive areas where certain uses 
could be restricted. Zoning bylaws 
and development permit areas are 
two tools that could regulate these 

Slocan Lake recreation referred to Area H North OCP
policies. However, Horton points 
out that establishing a development 
permit area requires government 
approval.

He says the Department of 
Fisheries and Oceans and Transport 
Canada may have other management 
tools that would help to achieve the 

goals of the community.
He also explains that the RDCK 

has authority for land use zoning above 
the high water mark. Below the high 
water mark is the jurisdiction of the 
provincial and federal governments.

Recently, the Province announced 
that it is prohibited to dump any 

waste water from vessels into any BC 
inland waterway. Horton provided 
information on this legislation, as well 
as an excerpt from ‘Environmentally 
Responsible Recreation on Shorelines 
and Waterways,’ by the Tourism 
Action Society of the Kootenays 
(TASK).

by Jan McMurray
The West Kootenay EcoSociety held 

its Environmental Awards Gala on April 
19 at the Legion in Nelson.

Several people from the Slocan and 
North Kootenay Lake Valleys were award 
nominees, and two of them came away 
as winners.

Jennifer Yeow of Passmore won 
Community Environmental Activist 
for her work with the Slocan River 
Streamkeepers. 

Gary Diers of Argenta won the 
Wilderness Protector award for his 
extensive work to protect watersheds 
and wilderness in the West Kootenay. He 
is the co-founder of the Purcell Alliance 
for Wilderness and was instrumental in 
initiating the ‘Ruin-of-River’ campaign 
in the Kootenays. Other nominees for this 
award were Eloise Charet of New Denver, 
Stephan Martineau of the Slocan Valley, 

EcoSociety awards go to local environmentalists
Grant Trower of Howser, Patrick Pyrz of 
the Incomappleux, and Suzy Hamilton 
of Nelson.

Another Slocan Valley resident, 
Shemmaho Jephi Sioux, was nominated 
for the Resource Recovery award. This one 
was for “an individual who is especially 

inspired around re-use, recycling, 
reducing, refusing, composting, etc.” and 
went to Tracy Saxby of Rossland.

Environmental Educator went to 
Nancie Dohan and Lifetime Achievement 
Awards went to Suzy Hamilton of Nelson 
and Carol Pettigrew of Blueberry.

Suzy Hamilton, Nancie Dohan, Carol Pettigrew, Tracey Saxby, Jennifer Yeow and 
Gary Diers were the winners of the EcoSociety awards.
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by Jan McMurray
In ongoing efforts to find out 

who is in charge of setting and 
enforcing standards for community 
water systems, the RDCK board 
invited Dr. Nelson Ames, Interior 
Health Medical Health Officer for the 
Kootenay Boundary/East Kootenays 
region, to its April meeting.

Ames advocated for working 
together to ensure access to safe 
drinking water for all. He said 
that because there are several 
groups responsible for access to 
safe drinking water, “it sometimes 
leads to an ‘us and them’ instead 
of working together.” The groups 
include community, Interior Health, 
water systems, regional governments, 
resource industry, finance, non-
governmental  organizations, 
agriculture and environment.

However, he also said the new 
Drinking Water Protection Act states 
that the supplier is responsible for 
delivering safe drinking water, and 
the Drinking Water Officer works 
with the supplier towards this goal. 
Because the supplier is often the local 
government, the RDCK board would 

IHA officer speaks to RDCK board about new water regulations
like to be clear on its responsibilities 
under the new Act.

Ames said that the new Act is 
based on guidelines of ‘43210,’ 
striving for a 99.9% reduction in 
viruses, a 99.9% reduction in all 
pathogens, two methods of treatment, 
one NTU (turbidity measurement) 
and 0 choliforms. “It’s a target, not 
a goal. We can’t do it tomorrow,” 
he said.

The IHA has been focusing on 
the larger systems with over 500 
users and this is perhaps where 
some of the “disconnect” with 
RDCK comes from, Ames said, as 
the RDCK’s interest is with smaller 
systems. “We are open to discussing 
the smaller ones, probably on a case 
by case basis. We don’t have the 
capacity to deal with them all. The 
gold standard is 43210 so we want 
to see how you are moving towards 
that,” he said.

He said consistency across the 
Interior Health region was a challenge 
because of its size, and “enforcement 
is the last thing we want to do.”

Local statistics he shared were: 
there are 72 Boil Water advisories in 

the Kootenay Boundary, 50-60% of 
the region’s water users are on surface 
water systems, and most systems in 
the region use no treatment or only 
one treatment modality.

Ames commended the policy 
the RDCK board had just adopted 
on the acquisition of water and 
sewer systems, and the study grant 
application put forward by Kaslo 
and Area D to work together on a 
water system for Kaslo and the area 
south of Village boundaries. “The 
Kootenays are not getting their fair 
share of the funding and the finance 
authority says it’s because we are 
not applying, so we need to work 
together to strengthen applications,” 
he added.

Director Cunningham asked what 
the IHA could do about watershed 
protection. Ames replied that “we are 
not quite sure yet” and said there was 
a tentative meeting scheduled that 
week to discuss the role of the IHA on 
watershed protection. He encouraged 
the RDCK to speak up on this issue.

Director Mayers-McKenzie 
pointed out that a number of people 
with houses on Kootenay Lake were 

getting their drinking water from the 
lake, and that Kaslo was probably 
going to look at lake water as a source 
of drinking water for the Village. She 
also pointed out that a fair amount 
of effluent is constantly going into 
the lake from septic systems, and 
boat traffic is increasing. She asked 
about the relationship between IHA, 
the Department of Fisheries and 
Oceans (DFO), and the Ministry of 
Environment on the lake as a source 
of drinking water.

Ames said DFO is adding 
fertilizer to the lake, “so they are 
happy about effluent for the fishery.” 
He said the average life expectancy of 
a septic field is 25-30 years if it is well 
maintained. “Some kind of liquid 
waste management plan is needed 
because I know many applications 
are pending for outfall into the lake,” 
he said. “No one person is responsible 
– that’s the problem.”

Director Smienk wanted to know 
about the new regulations prohibiting 
the dumping of grey water and 
sewage from boats into lakes. He 
asked if the IHA was working with 
communities or tourist operators 

so that boaters had a place to dump 
their waste. Ames said the Province 
had not given the IHA that mandate 
“so I don’t know who is doing that.” 
Smienk said he felt that IHA needs to 
co-ordinate this. “I hear you,” Ames 
replied.

Director Munro said there were 
four water systems in the Slocan 
Valley on Boil Water Advisory. He 
said the RDCK was close to resolving 
the problems with the two RDCK-
owned systems (South Slocan and 
Denver Siding) and asked what the 
Province and IHA were doing with 
the other two systems (Krestova and 
Brandon).

Ames answered that those 
systems were not the responsibility of 
the IHA. “We need to tell them what 
their responsibility is. We need your 
help to get them funding because it is 
a real challenge for them to improve 
their systems,” he said.

by Jan McMurray
The RDCK is moving slowly but 

surely towards lifting the moratorium 
on acquiring community water and 
sewer systems.

On April 26, the RDCK board 
passed the ‘Water and Sewer 
Acquisition Policy,’ the first of three 
steps towards lifting the moratorium. 
The policy outlines the requirements 
that communities must meet before 
the RDCK board will consider 
acquiring their systems. Highlights 
of the policy are as follows.

When the RDCK assumes 
ownership of the system, all assets 
of the utility are transferred to the 
RDCK for $1, and the community 
organization that has managed the 
system is dissolved. A detailed 
engineering report must be submitted 
to the RDCK, indicating the state of 
the system, what is needed to bring 
the system up to standards, and a full 
cost accounting with costs broken 
down in detail. At least 60% of the 
system’s users must be willing to pay 
the maximum water or sewer rates 
established by the engineering report. 
Also, at least 60% of the users must 
be willing to use treatment – point of 
entry/point of use systems can use a 
disinfectant other than chlorine, but 
centralized systems must include 
chlorine as a distribution system 
management technique. The way that 
communities determine whether or 
not they have 60% will be up to each 
individual community – petition, 
opinion poll and referendum were 
three possible ways mentioned in 
discussion. It was also noted that 
once it was decided to acquire a 
system, a referendum would be 
necessary to set up the service for 
taxation purposes. Priority will be 
given to adjacent systems wanting to 
amalgamate, as will new systems that 
have the ability to service adjacent 
communities.

Staff is now working on the 
second and third steps toward lifting 
the moratorium. Don Nash, Manager 
of Engineering and Environmental 
Services at the RDCK, says the 
second step, a ‘process flow 
document,’ should be ready for the 
board’s consideration at the May 
24 meeting. “The process flow 
document will clearly outline the 
steps that communities have to take 
to complete an application to the 
Engineering and Environmental 
Services Department for consideration 

RDCK votes in water and sewer acquisition policy
and recommendation to the board.  It 
will be like a checklist so they won’t 
miss any steps along the way,” he 
explained.

Nash says the third step, a regional 
water and sewer strategy plan, should 
be done by the end of summer. “The 
purpose of the plan is to make sure 
that we’re looking at all the systems 
in the Regional District in a way that 
works for the Province, Health, local 
governments, and communities. As 
we take on systems, we need to make 

sure that we, as a local government 
responsible for providing the service, 
have the proper resources in place to 
provide the service. We have to make 
sure we don’t rush to take them all on 
before properly resourcing them.” 

Director Gord Zaitsoff, chair 
of the Rural Affairs Committee, 
says the policy was about two and 
a half years in the making and is 
one of the best policies he has seen 
come out of Rural Affairs. “It allows 
communities with small systems to 

utilize the expertise at the RDCK for 
guidance,” he says.

The moratorium was established 
on July 27, 2002. Zaitsoff explained 
that with provincial regulations 
c h a n g i n g  s o  “ q u i c k l y  a n d 
dramatically,” the RDCK felt it had 
to get its own systems in line with the 
new regulations before considering 
taking on any others. There are 
currently 15 systems with formal 
requests for the RDCK to take them 
over on a waiting list.

by Jan McMurray
One local victim of the Steele 

investment scam has found some 
satisfaction.

Ilona Elsmore brought a claim 
against New Denver resident Wally 
Fulkco in small claims court and is 
happy with the judgement.

“It has taken over three years to 
bring this to closure,” she said. “It 
should give all of the investors some 
satisfaction to know that a judge has 
declared that Mr. Fulkco is liable, 
was extremely negligent, and that his 
statements and the documents he gave 
us bordered on fraud.”

In court, Elsmore claimed that 
Fulkco advised her to invest in the 
scheme, told her it could not fail, and 
agreed to guarantee her investment in 
an oral agreement. She also argued 
that Fulkco was soliciting investments 
as a representative of the company, 
Abriel Asset Management, which was 
set up by Fulkco and his son David, 
to channel money into the investment 
scheme. As part of her evidence, she 
submitted Wally Fulkco’s business 
card showing him to be a Client 
Relations representative for Abriel 
Asset Management.

Although Fulkco denied her claims, 
the judge found them to be true. 

In his written Reasons for 
Judgement, the justice states that he 
finds Fulkco to be liable because of his 
“negligent misstatements” to Elsmore 
about the investment. He also finds 
that although Fulkco was not acting 
in a professional capacity, he “was 
representing a professional capacity, 
special knowledge or relationship with 
Steele,” that he “indirectly benefited 
from this investment,” and thereby 
“breached his duty as a purported 
financial advisor.”

However, the judge also found 
Elsmore to be negligent because she 
did not check the information Fulkco 

Wally Fulkco found liable in small claims court
gave her with a reliable investment 
advisor. Accordingly, he awarded a 
payment order against Fulkco for half 
of her claim.

During the court hearings, Elsmore 
said she met with Fulkco at his house 
to discuss the investment. She said 
she told him she had been saving to 
purchase a home, and could not afford 
to lose her savings. She claimed that he 
told her she could not lose, and agreed 
to guarantee the investment.

While on the stand, Fulkco denied 
that this meeting ever took place. He 
admitted that he encouraged about 200 
other people to invest, but said he did 
not encourage Elsmore to invest. 

The judge, in his written Reasons 
for Judgement, states: “Having advised 
so many others to invest in this scheme, 
including the “Germans” and the party 

to whom he gave a consent judgement, 
I find it difficult to accept his testimony 
that he never told the claimant [Elsmore] 
to make this investment.”

As part of Elsmore’s preparation 
for the case, she tried to follow the 
money she invested and the money 
invested by some of the Germans, 
who contacted her and asked for her 
assistance. She was unable to, as David 
Fulkco and his lawyer refused to release 
the relevant documents.

The judge also states in the Reasons 
for Judgement that he cannot find 
that Fulkco knew the scheme was 
fraudulent. However, he states: “The 
statements made by the defendant 
[Fulkco] and the materials supplied 
bordered on fraud because it was so 
recklessly provided by the defendant 
and was clearly negligent.”

by Jan McMurray
The sale of the Nakusp woodlands 

operation and Castlegar and Grand Forks 
sawmills from Pope & Talbot to Interfor 
was finalized April 30.

Vice-President Ric Slaco said staffing 
had been finalized for salaried Interfor 
employees, but “mill start-up is a harder 
one for us to give an answer to because 
conditions certainly aren’t suitable to have 
the mill up and running.”

There are 12 employees in the Nakusp 
office, down from about 50 under P&T, 
and a total of 50-55 in the company’s 
Kootenay division. Slaco said he had not 
heard the latest about the search for a new 
office in Nakusp, but “the goal is to move 
once we find a suitable location.”

Slaco said he could not predict when 
the mills would start up and “we’re not 
trying to give people a false sense of 
hope that it’s right around the corner 
because analysts are saying it’s likely 
going to continue to be extremely poor for 
a while.” He said they could not control 
market conditions, but could control 
looking at the business and making 

Interfor sale completed
corrections. “Those are ongoing and 
we’ll see the benefit now that we are the 
owners rather than the potential owners,” 
he said.
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New Denver 
“investor” 
speaks out

I want to say something regarding 
the article about Kevin Steele and the 
Fulkcos in the April 10th edition of 
the Valley Voice. I guess I have an 
opinion that is somewhat jaded, but 
since I am an “investor” I do feel 
entitled. Realizing how foolish it 
was to believe in such a scam is a 
very hard pill to swallow for many 
of us and I am quite sure I speak for 
most of the investors. In hindsight 
I completely understand that we 
garner very little sympathy from 
anyone who was not an investor.

I hope though that when people 
think about this, and remember this, 
they remember and think about the 
damage that was done to innocent 
lives out of ignorance and a belief 
and trust that your neighbour, your 
friend, a fellow member of your 
community was trustworthy. As it 
ends up, that is not the case.

I make a toast to the investors, 
I hope you can forgive and recover, 
and, to the solicitors, you have served 
yourselves well, I hope.

Joanne Jordan
New Denver

Thoughts on 
a local food 
supply

So, here it is spring, time to 
think about gardens and what we 
can grow. Time to think about a 
local food supply rather than food 
shipped halfway around the world. 
Time we all read The 100 Mile Diet 
by Alisa Smith and JB MacKinnon 
and Animal, Vegetable, Miracle by 
Barbara Kingsolver with Steven L 
Hopp and Camille Kingsolver.

I noticed last summer, someone 
asked where they could get flour and 
oil. No one answered. We found a 
source for flour in Creston but the 
organic wheat came from Vulcan, 
Alberta. In Mr. Atamanenko’s 
winter report, it was noted that 
two conservation organizations 
are teaming up with three Creston 
farmers to grow grain. Will they be 
able to produce enough flour and 
porridge for everyone?

Oil – corn, soybean or canola? 
There is a problem with this because 
not only are there no oils produced 
here but what we do get is from 
genetically modified crops. We 
should all use olive oil?

Here near Winlaw we can now 

buy tomatoes, cucumbers, eggplants 
and peppers! Now!

I just found another book, Apples 
to Oysters by Margaret Webb. I 
haven’t had time to read it yet but 
I heard about it on the radio and it 
sounds interesting.

The thought just occurred to me 
that if we are going to use produce 
that is grown within 100 miles of 
where we live, we should also buy 
the plants to grow food from our 
local greenhouses rather than some 
that have been shipped in on trucks 
and sold by big chain stores.

E. Irene Varty
Winlaw

Appreciating 
Slocan City

I have lived in Slocan for over 50 
years, and am proud of it.

As a child I remember the 
community spirit of Norm Palmason, 
Benny Lister, John Patterson and 
Bill Hicks. They spent their time 
after work and weekends to coach 
us in baseball and hockey. Thank 
you guys!

Unfortunately, our covered 
skating rink was condemned in the 
1960s – what a shame. I watched 
from my school window when 
bulldozers tried to pull it down. They 
had a very hard time doig it.

It was many years later when 
John Van Bynen (Burly) decided that 
he could flood the tennis court and 
make an outdoor skating rink. What 
a trooper. He’s been out there as early 
as 2 am in the morning, flooding so 
that kids and adults alike could enjoy 
a day or evening out. For the most 
part, he even plows the snow off it.

This as well as many other things 
he does for people (plows out some 
of our seniors when they need it) 
comes from the heart. Thank you, 
Burly.

Another gentleman I’d like to 
thank is Mike Mills; he also has the 
community spirit with him. Little 
do people know that he donates 
free firewood to someone who is in 
financial difficulty. That’s awesome! 
He’s also there at many of our dear 
friends’ memorials, and he takes on 
the task of saying what we want to 
about our dearly departed, because 
we can’t. It’s a tough job. Thank 
you, Mike.

It’s these men I have mentioned 
that make a wonderful community 
and make it a pleasure to live in 
Slocan.

Glen Solecki
Slocan

RCMP raid on 
Conservative Party 
headquarters 

As a former member of the 
Advisory Committee of Political 
Parties to the Chief Electoral Officer 
of Canada, and a former legal liaison 
for the Green Party to Elections 
Canada from December 2003 to 

March 2006, I am appalled that 
Elections Canada was forced to 
organize a raid on Conservative Party 
Headquarters by RCMP officers 
in order to obtain information on 
the party’s 2006 federal election 
finances.

My experience in dealing 
with the Chief Electoral Officer’s 
legal counsel and the staff of the 
Commissioner for Canada Elections 
was that they were always courteous 
but firm when dealing with potential 
Canada Elections Act infractions 
and violations. For the Conservative 
Party to have allegedly flouted 
election finance law to the tune of 
$1.3 million in 67 electoral districts 
means that they would have had to 
have overspent the federal party’s 
election limit by an average of 
$19,400 in each district.

When I worked on a federal 
campaign in Saanich Gulf Islands 
in 2004, Elections Canada finance 
staff were always there to assist me 
and the campaign finance officer 
in determining how we should 
apportion costs for advertisements 
between the local campaign and the 
federal party. 

In fact officials at Elections 
Canada gave us a formula and the 
criteria by which we should allocate 
costs to both local and federal 
campaigns.

For the Conservative Party 
to claim it is only a matter of 
interpretation of the law is, in my 
opinion, atrocious. Forcing Elections 
Canada to call in the RCMP to 
carry out a raid on Conservative 
Party Headquarters should thus be 
understood by all Canadians as a 
grave a turn of events similar to 
the federal Liberals’ Sponsorship 
scandal in Quebec.

Andy Shadrack
Kaslo

Licence for small 
scale hydro 
project at Perry’s 
Ridge appealed

There has been a great deal 
of attention paid to hydroelectric 
systems being constructed on the 
creeks by private companies. The 
public is concerned. These concerns 
are justified. On a smaller scale it 
can happen in your backyard like it 
is happening for us on McFayden 
Creek.

On McFayden Creek at the south 
end of Perry’s Ridge a new neighbour 
above us applied for two licences on 
McFayden Creek. One license was 
for domestic water, and the other 
for a hydroelectrical system that 
would generate 5 MW for a vacation 
cabin domestic use. The proposed 
hydroelectric generating plant will 
be upstream of our domestic water 
intake.

Two pr iva te  landowners 
within the McFayden Creek Water 
User’s Community (MCWUC) 

have appealed the Land and Water 
Branch’s decision to grant the license 
for power generation. Land and Water 
granted this license regardless of first 
water rights licenses which already 
existed. In addition Land and Water 
is not concerned with quality of 
water when they issue these licenses. 
They call this nonconsumptive and 
are not interested in water quality.

Years ago our water users 
community agreed to apply a 
protective covenant to their property 
to protect our watershed and the 
ecological area that surrounds it. 
The covenant prohibits building 
within 30 metres of the creek. 
Our neighbour doesn’t believe this 
restriction applies to a pelton wheel 
and the ditching required for the 
structure to house the rest of the 
system. Land and Water will not 
address this, saying it is beyond the 
scope of their jurisdiction. 

We are concerned about turbidity 
and dewatering the creek bed. We are 
also concerned about the possibility 
that by changing the creek bed the 
creek may go underground before 
our water intake. To date the hearing 
has shut down almost all comments 
that have to do with water quality.

Since early 2004 MCWUC 
and the two landowners have been 
involved in an appeal process with the 
Environmental Appeal Board. After 
two sessions have not concluded all 
the issues, a third week is tentatively 
scheduled for May 26th through May 
30th at the Prestige Lakeside Resort. 
These hearings are open to the 
public. If you have concerns about 
what may happen to your creeks’ 
water quality, please join us.

Lori Thompson
Vallican

Bilinda gits 
better

Gomer didn’t mind Bilinda, 
Belinda was all right, in an impacted 
molar sort of way. Hell, if she’d just 
mind her own business once in a 
while she’d be fine. But she wouldn’t 
and here she was, taking a seat at 
“his table.” It wasn’t his, exactly, but 
they were talking turkey and she’d be 
sure to interrupt or worse yet bring 
up politics and set Les off on one of 
his tangents.

“Hi guys”, said B, “how’s your 
carbon footprint today?” “How’s 
yours?” “Gomer shot back, ”Bill 
still driving to Nelson for work?” 
Bill & Bilinda Betterneaux were 
from.... well, they were from the city, 
pleasant, well educated and, Gomer 
thought, probably well meaning. 
But they’d moved to Kaslo a few 
years back, they’d eaten at all three 
restaurants a dozen times, gone for 
a hike and they were bored so they 
took up meetings, as a pass time. 
They probably hadn’t gone to many 
meetings back in the city but rarely 
missed one in Kaslo. Which would 
have been fine if they’d gone to learn 

Motherhood issues...
Mother’s Day is almost here. Some people snort with contempt at the idea 

of Mother’s Day. Many people have told me that it was invented by some 
greeting card company or another. Whatever the origins of the custom, I like 
it. It’s not a bad idea to set aside a day every year to celebrate and honour 
motherhood. It’s a lot of hard work, it doesn’t pay very well and you get 
taken for granted by those that you’re working for.

It’s a tough job and I have a lot of respect for the women that take it on. 
I’ve met a lot of really good mothers over the years. My aunts, the mothers 
of my own children, the mothers of this community, my step-mother, and 
now my sister and step-sisters. As wonderful as these women are, however, 
they are not my mom.

My own mother was the ninth of eleven children in a large mennonite 
family. With the comings and goings of aunts, uncles, cousins, sisters and 
brothers, it’s not surprising that my mom learned to thrive on chaos. My 
mother is unflappable. If I show up with half a dozen friends in tow, and 
we’re hungry, she just starts bringing food out, until we’re all fed. 

When my dad would show up with a bunch of hunters, during deer season, 
my mom fed them all, and somehow found ashtrays for their cigars.

I’ve often shown up at my mom’s house with a hitch-hiker or two in tow, 
and she has bustled around, set up the hide-a-bed and pulled out an old foam 
mattress, so that we all have a place to sleep.

She is the favourite aunt of all my cousins. She’s like a second mother 
to most of my friends. She even stays in touch with my old girlfriends, 
believe it or not.

Not surprisingly, she made a career as a teacher and university counsellor. 
Dozens of university graduates owe her a large debt of gratitude for her 
kindness, patience and ability to listen.

I’m sure that she has faults. She seems to worry a lot – perhaps an 
inevitable consequence of having a son like me.

Dan Nicholson, publisher
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THINK PROVINCIALLY 
– ACT LOCALLY

There is a good chance the Glacier/Howser I.P.P. 
injunction can be overturned. Money is needed for 
additional legal procedures. Cheques to: Kenyon 
McGee Law Corp. – in trust; memo: G/H Defense 
Fund. PO Box 11, Winlaw, BC  V0G 2J0.

but they seemed to be quite expert on 
nearly everything; logging, mining, 
civil politics, bla, bla, bla.

“Hey, what did you guys think of 
the Community Forest meeting?” said 
Bilinda. ‘Oh jeez’, thought Gomer, 
‘here we go!’ “In the first place” 
said Gomer, “if Revelstoke, Proctor, 
Nakusp, Burns Lake, Creston, Slocan 
and Kaslo all have a “Community 
Forest” what is one? I mean, they 
are all operated differently, the only 
thing they have in common, really, 
is a license to harvest timber. So 
maybe, there ain’t no such thing 
as a “Community Forest” maybe, 
there’s just Communities with Forest 
Licenses.” 

“I been thinkin’ ‘bout it lots,” 
said Les. “And it seems to me I’ve 
been wrong ’bout a lot of things, 
’specially this mail-in ballot deal.” 
Gomer’s jaw dropped and he sat 
there looking like a deer caught in the 
headlights. Bilinda looked pleased. 
“What brought you to that lovely 
conclusion?” she asked. “Well, it 
was thinkin’ back ‘bout Grampaw, 
acshully. He used to wouldn’t let 
Granny go to the polls on ’lection 
day. He said, all Granny and the rest 
of the ladies talked about was which 
candidate was the handsomest and he 
reckoned they wuddn’t no way he 
was gonna’ “give a voice” to folks 
who couldn’t be bothered to pay 
attention. And I reckon, seein’ all the 
wars and environmental troubles of 
the last century, he was right.

Bilinda’s face drained out to the 
colour of chalk and Gomer thought 
he was gonna choke. “Reductio ad 
absurdum, he laugherd, “reductio ad 
absurduim.”

Gary Cockrell
Kaslo

Silverton’s cell 
petition in doubt

Maurice Palmer, owner of the 
Silverton Lakeshore Inn, was on 
Mountain FM radio telling us that 
he has a petition signed by 350 
people who want cell phone service 
here. He stated he would send this 
in to Industry Canada, to which the 
Village of New Denver has appealed 
the Telus installation, and to Telus. 
What he didn’t say is whether the 
signatories were residents, were 
of voting age or whether they are 
largely out-of-towners staying briefly 
at his hotel. Petitions, to be valid, 
have to be examined to determine 
if the parties-in-interest, meaning 
Village residents, are actually on 
it. I’ve written to Industry Canada 
and Telus suggesting they not give 
any reliance to such a petition until 
its authenticity is established by the 
check of names, age and residencies 
of the signatories.

Are there other reasons to doubt 
the validity of Mr. Palmer’s petition? 
Yes. When an informal poll was held 
for the 358-area, the numbers were 
243 against cell phones, 185 for 
them. We can’t find anyone, in a brief 
review, who has been approached 
with this petition, and those who 
learn of it scoff at the claim of 350 
persons.

Palmer stated that the businesses 
in this area are dying. Are they? And 
that cell phones are the answer. Are 
they? Will cell phones revive dying 
businesses? Does he mean that those 
who are addicted to the cell phone 
culture won’t come here as tourists? 
Will they not be replaced by tourists 
who are fleeing the yakity-yak of 
cell phones everywhere they go, 
spoiling restaurant time, subjecting 
bystanders to loud, disconnected 

conversations in stores and on the 
street? Maybe businesses here aren’t 
in bad shape or dying, maybe Mr. 
Palmer’s is.

Mr. Palmer came into focus 
recently in an endeavour to promote 
houseboats, jet-skis and heli-skiing 
(imagine helicopters coming and 
going in our lake valley), and now 
cell phones. It’s evident that this man 
has no concern for our way of life or 
for what makes the villages and its 
surroundings so special or to what, 
indeed, draws tourists. It isn’t loud, 
intrusive, polluting, motorized toys, 
nor cell phones which are hazardous 
to human health. 

Mr. Palmer is entitled to ignore 
the huge number of scientific reports 
we have on the Valhalla website at 
www.vws.org showing grave hazard 
to human health from cell phones, 
but he isn’t entitled to inflict it on 
residents and New Denver Village 
administrators, who do not want 
the installation. And that’s my final 
point. This is a New Denver matter, 
gravely concerned with protecting 
Village administration decisions 
and the health of residents and 
their children. That’s not a matter 
left in the hands of an entrepreneur 
who intends to profit whatever the 
expense or consequences to others.

Richard Caniell
New Denver

Response to ‘What’s 
on the horizon for 
Slocan Lake’ flyer

Let me start by saying I don’t 
wish to see houseboats or PWC 
rentals on Slocan Lake. My family 
and friends have spent many 
enjoyable weekends there and I too 
would like to see it stay in its present 
state. However there are some very 

misleading statements in the recent 
flyer inserted in the Valley Voice.

#1 PWCs are dangerous. A recent 
survey by the US Coast Guard which 
compares fatalities with hours of 
usage found canoeists and kayakers 
have the highest fatality rate among 
recreational boaters. The fatality rate 
is 42 deaths per one million hours on 
canoes and kayaks. Fatality rate for 
PWCs is 24 per one million hours. 
Open motorboats come in at 14 per 
million hours.

#2 Some PWCs are capable of top 
speeds of 172 KPH. All manufacters 
of PWCs have mandated a speed 
restriction on watercraft sold to the 
public. The fastest production unit will 
top out at approximately 110 KPH.

#3 PWCs discharge up to 30% 
of their fuel unburned directly into 
the water. While it is true that some 
unburned fuel does pass through 
two-cycle engines, this fuel is in a 
gaseous state and is superheated by 
the combustion process. The fuel is 
not dumped or spilled. Having said 
that I should also point out SEA-DOO 
PWCs all use four stroke engines now 
and have a 3-star rating for Ultra-Low 
emissions. (California Air Resource 
Board).

#4 The emissions from one 100 hp 
PWC, driven for just seven hours, is 
equivalent to emissions from a passenger 

car driven 160,000 kilometres. The data 
cited from Coastcare Australia is from 
the California Air Resources Board 
and were based on tests done on old 
technology PWCs of the early 1990s 
that had no regulations compared with 
state-of-the-art automobiles specially 
developed for the California market that 
had 20 years of EPA regulations. New 
PWCs exceed all EPA requirements.

#5 If you cut the throttle to avoid 
an accident, it eliminates the steering 
and there are no brakes. This statement 
is true on older PWCs. I can’t speak 
for other manufacturers, but Sea-Doo 
watercraft have had Off Power Steering 
since 2002.

#6 The US Parks Service has 
banned PWCs from their lakes. The 
only information I could find on this 
dates back to 1999 when they closed 
21 lakes to PWCs. Since then seven 
of them have had the restriction lifted 
and five more are pending. (Due to 
further testing that disproved original 
claims that PWCs were bad for the 
environment).

Personal watercraft, like any other 
motor vehicle, are only as dangerous 
as the operator. If used in a responsible 
manner a PWC can provide many hours 
of enjoyment to the operator and their 
family and not offend anyone.

Jim Bradbury
Playmor Power Products Ltd.
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Also check out our website at www.silvertonbuilding.ca 
for Red Hot Monthly Specials, A How-To Section, Lots 

of Manufacturers website links, and local links

Valhalla Fine Arts
presents

String Trio Concert and 
Valhalla Fine Arts Open House

Saturday, May 17, 7 pm
Silverton Gallery

admission by donation

We would like to thank all those friends, neighbours 
and the complete strangers who were so generous with 
their help and offers of help after the fire in Sandon. 
We especially thank our family and the members of the 
New Denver Volunteer Fire Department who dropped 
what they were doing and rushed to Sandon to try to 
help us. Thank-you also, to the Village of New Denver 
for authorizing them to use some of the Village’s fire 
fighting equipment and to Klondike Silver Corporation 
for bringing up their equipment to help out the fire-
fighters in any way they could.
And “thank you” to the members of the New Denver 
RCMP detachment, who took charge, controlled the 
situation and kept everyone safe.
We are amazed and humbled by the generosity and 
kindness shown to us in the weeks after the fire. We 
continue to be deeply touched by your kindness. No 
words can ever express our gratitude.

Very Sincerely,
Christine & Dan

Anyone witnessing an incident where 
a male individual was tazered by 
RCMP officers at approximately 10:00 
pm on Saturday, July 14, 2007, please 
contact Skogstad, Shkooratoff & 
Cook lawyers at Nelson, BC. 352-7228 
or via email @ info@nelsonlaw.ca

by Jan McMurray
About 60 people attended a public 

meeting in Slocan on April 23.
Slocan’s newest councillor, Hillary 

Elliott, chaired the meeting. She opened 
by handing out the results of an informal 
questionnaire she conducted as she 
went door to door during her election 
campaign. She explained that not 
everyone filled out the questionnaire 
and the results could not be considered 
statistically correct, but “I found it 
interesting and I hope you do, too.”

The first agenda item was the 
ticketing bylaw and bylaw officer. 
Council is working with a tight budget, 
and wanted to know from community 
members if they wanted an officer or 
not. Several people spoke against this, 
wondering what kinds of problems 
there were in the village that would 
warrant it. “If everybody put their dog 
on a leash and picked up the poop, there 
would be no problem,” commented one 
resident. 

Jamie Ingram wanted to know 
if the income from ticketing fines 
would cover the expense of the bylaw 
enforcement officer. Mayor Van Bynen 
told him that it was “not profitable.” 
Ingram also asked if the building bylaw 
was part of the ticketing bylaw, and the 
answer was no. 

Ray Caouette indicated that he 
was in favour of the ticketing bylaw, 

pointing out that the bylaw officer 
couldn’t really do his job without it. 

A show of hands, which the 
mayor made clear was not a binding 
decision, showed the overwhelming 
majority of people against the bylaw 
and enforcement officer.

The next agenda item was Trash 
to Treasure (T2T). Mayor Van Bynen 
explained that this was expensive last 
year because the Village hauled the 
leftover items to the dump, costing the 
Village in tipping fees and labour.

Sylvia Currie suggested the Village 
look at participating in T2T every 
other year if it did not seem feasible 
to participate every year. She said that 
things tend to end up being stored in 
yards, causing unsightliness and in some 
cases, i.e. fridges, an environmental 
hazard.

Council then addressed four written 
questions that were submitted by Don 
and Sylvia Currie. They asked if the 
agenda, minutes and documents of the 
April 9 meeting would be available. 
Elliott said, “They will be ready.” She 
explained that the CAO was required to 
sign off on them, hence the delay. The 
Curries also asked about a meeting that 
took place on April 13. Elliott said that 
it was not a public meeting or a council 
meeting. Later, she said that council did 
not call the RCMP that day, but that 
police were called to the meeting. “It 

was concerned citizens gathering. It was 
not a meeting of any sort.” 

The Curries’ third question was 
about an unsigned notice on the bulletin 
board, which was a bill from the lawyers 
for $18,701.79. The notice states: 
“Please be advised this bill represents 
the legal costs to the Village of Slocan as 
a result of the challenge to the February 
2, 2008 By-election.” Elliott said it was 
decided by council at the last meeting 
to post the invoice. 

Finally, they asked if council had 
asked for legal costs before asking 
the lawyers to represent the Village 
of Slocan. Councillor Perriere said 
she was the only council member that 
was allowed to speak to the lawyer, as 
she was the only one either not named 
in the petition or with any interest in 
the outcome of the court case. She 
said an estimate from the lawyer was 
impossible because they did not know 
how many days the case would take. 
She said council’s duty is to defend the 
Village and its employees.

Someone asked if the $18,000 bill 
would be paid through an increase in 
taxation or with reserve funds. Perriere 
said it would not come out of reserves 
and would be put in the 2008 budget.

Councillor Septav said that in the 
past, the Village was able to resolve 
conflict by itself. “If we continue with 
legal challenges, we will run dry. It 
would be nice if people would resolve 
issues amongst themselves and get on 
to something constructive.”

Don Currie agreed with Septav, 
except for the word “challenge.” “I 
don’t know what the challenge was that 
cost us $46,000 that is a secret and that 
I can’t read. Who challenged council 
to spend that money? Don’t lay that 
responsibility on the community. Now, 
$18,700 – what was the challenge? 

There was an attempt in this town to 
interfere with an election and the case 
is not closed.”

Councillor Elliott said she was 
hoping the community could come 
together and work towards some goals. 
“I’d like to concentrate on council 
matters and policy in the best interest 
of our electors.”

Ray Caouette asserted that asking 
former CAO Eunice Ludlow to leave at 
the March 19 in camera meeting, which 
led to her resignation, was illegal, as 
was the meeting itself. Elliott denied 
both assertions. Caouette said he still 
had four or five options, and he was 
pursuing one of them.

Another question was about 
staffing at the Village office. Councillor 
Gates said he contacted the Ministry 
immediately after Ludlow resigned 
and they provided a list of temporary 
CAOs. He said they were working on 
it and “that’s all we can say right now 
because it’s in camera but we will 
bring that information to you as soon 
as we can.”

The hydro plant project was the 
subject of another question. Gates 
said they talked to Fortis at the 
Association of Kootenay Boundary 
Local Governments conference about 
a possible P3 partnership on Gwillim 
Creek. He said the City of Nelson was 
interested in buying all the power Slocan 
could produce. He said they were still 
waiting for licences of occupation on 
both Gwillim and Springer Creeks 
from the Integrated Land Management 
Bureau.

On the subject of the fitness centre, 
Councillor Elliott said council was 
planning to form a committee of council 
to manage the facility. Mayor Van 
Bynen said council now knew what 
equipment they could buy with the grant 

money, and asked the group of citizens 
interested in the project to assign one 
representative to communicate with 
council. 

There was much discussion about 
the wellness centre. Council members 
and staff have been trying to find health 
professionals to work there. Elliott said 
Slocan was not the only community 
lacking medical services and said she 
would like to partner with neighbouring 
municipalities to recruit some health 
care professionals here. Councillor 
Septav’s suggestion that community 
members write to the Minister of 
Health and the IHA on this issue was 
well received. 

Councillor Elliott said the project 
to renovate council chambers would 
probably go into the 2009 budget. 
Although the Village received a grant 
for the project, it has to come up with 
1/3 of the total project cost.

Another hot topic was the old, 
abandoned hotel. Councillor Gates 
said that as Fire Commissioner, he had 
issued two orders against the building 
and the owner had not complied. He 
explained that the Village cannot do 
anything because it is private property. 
He said the Nelson & District Credit 
Union holds the mortgage, but will not 
take responsibility for it. As far as the 
bank is concerned, Bob Stokes is still 
the owner. Gates reported that the credit 
union’s lawyer had said the Village 
could board it up and add the cost to 
the tax bill, but Gates expressed concern 
that the Village may not get paid back. 
He said that if the taxes weren’t paid 
this September, it would be put up for 
tax sale. Septav commented that a lot 
of time had been spent making the 
Village look nice, and the first thing 
you see when you enter the town is the 
abandoned hotel.

Several issues aired at public meeting in Slocan City, April 23

by Jan McMurray
The Slocan Valley Arts Council 

hosted a Gala Celebration Dinner on 
April 20 at Arica Gardens in Winlaw. 
Barbara Wilson and Donna Cole were 
the main organizers of the event, held 
to recognize the many people in the 
community who have contributed to the 
arts in the valley over the years.

Joel Harris, who has been very 
active in the arts, and his wife Sherry 
Konigsberg were recognized. Joel 
could not attend the event, as he was 
ill in hospital. He is now back at home, 
rehabilitating and happy at Passmore 
Lodge. Sherry was in attendance at the 
gala, and shared the story of the time 
when she was president and Joel was 
treasurer and they successfully booked 
a national tap dancing group. Despite the 
blizzard that night, many people came 

Slocan Valley Arts Council hosts Gala Celebration
and “we didn’t lose any money on that 
show,” she said humourously.

Laura Tiberti has served on the 
Threads Guild, an arts council member 
group, for 30 years. “Once you’re in, 
you never get out,” she joked. Tiberti 
also organizes the Art and Garden tour 
every year.

Nancy Harris was there when 
the arts council was forming, and 
remembers that Joel and Laura wrote up 
the Constitution. “It’s been wonderful – 
we’ve brought in money for artists for 
close to 30 years,” she said.

Gail Elder, director of the Slocan 
Valley Community Band, another 
arts council member group, called for 
musicians to join them on Wednesday 
evenings in Slocan. His tuba player, 
Bob Old, told the story of how the arts 
council helped them purchase a new 

tuba, “a real asset to the band.” 
Eric Clough was acknowledged as 

someone who has hung many, many 
shows over the years, and who has 
contributed to the visual arts. 

JC Bradford created the Threads 
Guild and has headed it up for years. 
Lesley Mayfield from the Threads Guild 
was praised for her wall hangings and 
Peter Vogelaar for his ice sculpture.

Pam Stasi, who was president of 
the arts council when she died from 
leukemia about one year ago, was given 
special mention.

Lesley Mayfield gave a short 
background of the arts council, 
explaining that the council works with 
a budget of about $7,600 each year. 
The group has brought artists into the 
schools, had art shows at Passmore 
Lodge, organized garden tours with art 
and music, and put on the treasure art 
challenge last year. Anyone interested 
in serving on the arts council is asked 
to call Barbara at 226-0021 or Lesley 
and Peter at 226-7479.

After a delicious lasagna supper 
cooked by Yvonne Munro and Barbara, 
Ann Alma read from her book, Brave 
Deeds, which she published thanks to a 
grant from the arts council. There were 
also DVD presentations of work by 
Rabi’a, the Myth Makers and of Pam 
Stasi’s last show in Castlegar last year.

Ann Alma reads from her book, Brave 
Deeds, which was published with help 
from the Slocan Valley Arts Council.
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Smokey Creek Salvage
24 HR TOWING

New & Used Auto Parts, Back Hoe Work, 
Certified Welding & Repairs, Vehicle Removal

WE BUY CARS & TRUCKS
359-7815 ; 1-877-376-6539

3453 YEATMAN RD, SOUTH SLOCAN

SLOCAN VALLEY

Bar & Restaurant 
Spring Hours start May 1

12 noon till 11:00 pm
These will be our hours all summer long!

358-7929 Bar • Restaurant 358-7125
there are new prices in the bar & restaurant. 
Check out the changes. new smoking areas 

for the new laws. Patio open.

Coming Soon
Silverton Lakeshore inn ViP cards for all the local people 

with drink specials daily!
the Historical Hotel, which has been on the lake for 111 years, 

would like to thank all the locals for their support!

Est. 1897 • Creating Jobs in our Community
Special Bulletin: There will be a petition to sign in favour of 
houseboats and Seadoos on the lake, and one in favour of 

cellphones, as well.
Please come in and sign, if you favour these initiatives.

12 Lake Avenue • Silverton, BC

by Art Joyce
•Silverton council engaged in a 

lengthy debate about the merits and 
potential problems of a draft boulevard 
bylaw brought forward by Mayor 
Everett. The mayor based his draft 
version on the one adopted by the 
City of Trail and was looking for 
input. Councillor Wiseman objected to 
charging residents a fee for boulevard 
beautification, since the boulevard is 
more of an asset to the Village than the 
homeowner. Councillor Bell wanted 
to know if it would mean having to 
grandfather existing boulevard plants 
and other items. Wiseman called the 
bylaw a “lose-lose” proposition. “If 
you grandfather, people will ask why, if 
you don’t people ask, why not? I think 

we need time to feel out the best way 
to approach this so we don’t set people 
fighting with each other.” Wiseman 
pointed out that if the bylaw has no 
‘teeth’ it becomes useless but if it’s too 
aggressive people resist. Mayor Everett 
said he felt most people will respond 
if you just ask them to clean up or 
beautify a boulevard, but that you need 
some kind of authority if obstructive 
or dangerous trees or shrubs need to 
be removed by the Village. A bylaw, in 
theory, also protects the Village from 
liability. “It makes you less liable,” 
Wiseman objected. Everett proposed 
that the Village legal firm be consulted 
on the question; council agreed.  

•Mayor Everett reported that he 
had been “somewhat consumed with 
the Smart Growth situation.” Everett 
spoke with Mayor Holland of Kaslo, 
who has had similar complaints with 
the quality of work received so far. 
On April 30 Holland, Everett and Tom 
Lancaster of Smart Growth, met in 
Nelson. The public meeting to present 

the second draft of the Silverton OCP is 
set for May 7, with further opportunities 
to respond. “I’m hoping and confident 
that Smart Growth will pull it together,” 
said Everett. “I think a lot of it has to 
do with the fact that Tom Lancaster is 
back on.”

Councillor Laktin was disappointed 
with the date, a Wednesday at 5:30. The 
advisory committee would prefer a 
Thursday later in the evening. “I feel we 
paid a good price for this and we should 
have a say as to what’s convenient for 
our people. I’m not very happy with 
them at all. There were mistakes on 
every page.” Mayor Everett promised to 
relay her concerns to Tom Lancaster. 

•When the accounts payable for 
January were received, Councillor 
Wiseman objected in principle to the 
amount paid to Smart Growth. “I’ve 
expressed before that I don’t agree with 
paying for services we haven’t received 
yet. That doesn’t change the fact that the 
amount was expended already but that I 
don’t agree with that expenditure.”

•Councillor Provan reported that 
the grant application to MRIF for 
the Memorial Hall renovation was 
unsuccessful due to the number of 

applications received. Provan said 
the Memorial Hall committee is 
considering other options to replace 
the approximately $230,000 the MRIF 
grant would have provided. Councillor 
Wiseman reported that the anticipated 
date for completion of the Memorial 
Hall renovation is in two months. 

•Provan also reported on a Facilities 
and Recreation committee meeting, 
which included a report from the 
Silverton Gallery Society. The gallery 
will apply for a feasibility study 
conservation grant once the gallery is 
registered as a heritage site. The Arena 
Society reported that it would like to 
open this season, but faces a lack of 
skilled labour to coordinate volunteers 
and will need about $25,000 to complete 
its repairs. 

•CAO Ida reported on attending 
PEP meeting in Slocan. She said a spring 
cleanup for yard waste is being planned, 
with arrangements being made to rent 
or borrow the chipper from Slocan. 
Councillor Provan was concerned 
about the amount of dumping she’s 
seeing by the campgrounds and at Four 
Mile Creek. Councillor Bell suggested 
advertising to the effect that fines for 

Silverton council, April 22: Debate on boulevard bylaw, concerns over Smart Growth
dumping could result if the Ministry of 
Environment is called. Mayor Everett 
said he felt it best just to advertise an 
arbor day and keep it positive. 

•Hand and Soul building owner Dr. 
Larry Zaleski appeared as a delegation 
to request approval of his application 
to erect a new sign on the boulevard. 
Councillor Laktin was concerned that 
the Village doesn’t seem to have held 
to the heritage mainstreet plan it had 
done several years ago. The sign will 
make use of the original heritage sign 
pole from the Silverton gas station, 
refurbished by the Silverton Community 
Club. Mayor Everett explained that 
the Village hasn’t had the budget to 
implement a formal heritage theme. A 
motion to approve the sign as presented 
was passed. 

•In response to a request for a 
reduction in the Memorial Hall rental 
fee for the fundraiser dance for Doug 
Sexton, Councillor Wiseman made what 
he called “an unprecedented move,” 
suggesting a motion that the rental fee be 
waived entirely. The motion passed.

•The Village will contribute $50 
to the May Days Citizen of the Year 
Awards.

by Leah Main
•Discussion around the recent 

housing needs analysis and public 
meetings revealed a common reaction: 
that the solution as presented was 
not acceptable (ie - rooms too small; 
no accommodation for couples). A 
desire was expressed to consider other 
housing models. Council authorized 
the mayor and administration to meet 
with Arrow-Slocan Lakes Community 
Services and other involved parties 
to discuss the housing needs analysis 
and bring back a recommendation to 
council.

•Council considered adopting a 
Food Charter, particularly in response 
to issues of food security, and discussed 
portions of the Kaslo Food Charter as 
a model, and decided that they would 
work on developing a shorter, simpler 
document to be reconsidered at a later 
date.

•Councillors reported on sessions 
they had attended at the recent AKBLG 
(Association of Kootenay-Boundary 
Local Governments) conference. Issues 
of adaptation to changing climate ñ 
including the impact on the economy, 
infrastructure and water availability 
and use ñ were addressed in more than 
one of the sessions. Mayor Wright 
attended a meeting with CBT and the 
regional districts (West Kootenay, East 
Kootenay, and Boundary), who are 
together developing a strategy document 
to address these issues. Their strategy 
will include undertaking emissions 
inventories for every municipality, rural 
area, and First Nations within the area 
covered by the three districts, and then 
proposing actual plans and projects on 

a multi-year basis.
•Council will meet with RDCK 

to explore options for a solution to 
the problems with the Denver Siding 
water system.

•Authorization was given to retain 
the services of Mutsaerts Appraisals 
Ltd. to undertake an insurance appraisal 
of Village owned properties and 
facilities. Staff will continue to explore 
options regarding the newly required 
Tangible Capital Assets inventory, 
which includes roadways, water system 
and other infrastructure as well as 
properties. The depth and detail of this 
inventory would require considerable 

staff time, and it may be beneficial to 
contract the work to another party.

•New Denver will participate with 
the Village of Silverton in sponsoring 
a second electronics recycling day, date 
to be determined.

•Knox Hall rental rates will remain 
at current levels; however, government 
agencies, which previously were not 
charged for using the hall, will now 
be required to pay for rentals. Council 
hopes this will help reduce the operating 
deficit for the hall, but believes that in 
general it is beneficial for the Village 
to maintain this facility as a community 
service, even at a deficit.

New Denver council, April 22: Housing needs analysis discussed

by Art Joyce
The Slocan Integral Forestry 

Cooperative (SIFCo) held open houses 
in Silverton and Winlaw April 28 and 
29 to announce the granting of its 
probationary community forest license. 
Using Google Earth, Woodlands manager 
Tom Bradley showed a three-dimensional 
view of SIFCo’s 35,000-acre license area, 
extending from the Lebado flats in the 
south valley to the southern boundary of 
Silverton in the north. 

The license is an area-based tenure, 
rather than volume-based, and is granted 
for five years, after which time the co-
op may apply for long-term tenure. A 
full timber supply review will be done 
on the land base over that time to see 
if the current estimated timber volume 
is realistic. The license area includes 
existing clearcuts such as Pedro Creek 
and Trozzo Creek and the recreational 
area at Lemon Creek. Much of the 
license area is in very steep terrain that 
will present operating challenges for 
harvesting. The co-op will manage 
the tenure for recreational, watershed 
and wildfires as well as timber. Last 
summer’s forest fire stopped just outside 
the boundaries of the tenure, although 
the co-op had been negotiating with 
Springer Creek Forestry to include it in 
the community forest.

“It definitely brought home the 
reality that wildfire is one of the things 
you have to manage for in a community 
forest,” said SIFCo director Stephan 
Martineau.

The next step for the co-op is to 
get a forestry plan approved. Logging 
will be done on a site-specific basis. 
The plan, still in draft stage, is currently 
undergoing a 60-day review process to 
incorporate input from the public, First 
Nations, and other tenure holders. These 
include woodlot licensee Gary Burns 
in Slocan and Springer Creek’s tenure 
adjacent to Lemon Creek. The goal is to 

have the plan approved by early July. Part 
of the co-op’s mandate is to provide local 
employment, so it will encourage small 
operators in the valley to bid on logs. 

SIFCo chose the co-op rather than 
society model as an organizational 
structure after studying other community 
forests in the West Kootenay and across 
BC. Societies tend to be the loosest 
structure available in BC, Martineau 
explained. They have great flexibility 
but aren’t well regulated, whereas co-
ops and corporations are much more 
tightly defined in terms of membership, 
reporting, and overall structure. SIFCo’s 
governance structure allows for two seats 
each from the groups that comprise the co-
op, including Red Mountain Residents’ 
Association, Elliot-Anderson-Christian-
Trozzo Water Users Association, Slocan-
Lemon Residents’ Association and the 
Winlaw Watershed Committee. 

“We chose to restrict our membership 
to people who are living right within the 
area where our tenure is,” added SIFCo 
director Lisa Farr. “If and when we make 
any money, we have a structure that will 
benefit the entire valley, but in terms 
of the decisions made, the people most 
directly affected will be making those 
decisions.”

SIFCo directors admitted it’s a 
challenging time to be entering the 
forestry market, with recent downturns 
and the pine beetle problem. In 100 
percent pine stands, not much is left alive 
in the valley. Martineau said he hoped the 
co-op’s presence would encourage the 
establishment of a pellet plant in the valley. 
The BC Community Forest Association 
at its annual conference this month will 
feature a presentation from a community 
forest producing for the biofuels market, 
another future market potential. Despite 
the fact that foresty is indeed a business, 
SIFCo directors emphasize that the 
community is the main driver of the values 
behind the cooperative.

Slocan Valley gets community forest 
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chameleonfire.ca
 presents 

PIED PUMKIN
All ages concert/dance

Silverton 
Memorial Hall 

Sunday May 18 - 7:30 pm 
$20 adult • $15 senior & student  

$10 under 12 • $50 family of 4
at Gaze ‘n Chat, Silverton • Ann’s Natural Foods, 

New Denver • Earth Spirit Books, Winlaw

Joe Mock  •  Shari Ulrich  •  Rick Scott

submitted
Last year’s most popular show at the 

Hidden Garden Gallery – the Student 
Art Show – is returning on May Days 
weekend.

Everyone is cordially invited to 

the opening on Thursday, May 15 from 
4 to 6. There will be live music and 
refreshments provided by students. The 
show will continue on Friday, Saturday, 
and Sunday, May 16-18 from 11 to 4.  

The Student Art Show will showcase 

Student Art Show returns to Hidden Garden Gallery
the work of dedicated art teacher Brighid 
Bowman’s high school students, and 
includes works of mixed media of 
one-, two- and three-dimensional pieces 
which will include: prints; pen and ink; 
water colour; acrylic; hand prints like 

you’ve never seen; statues of animals, 
people and other imaginary creatures; 
paper mache, and even more.

The Hidden Garden Gallery is 
supporting this year’s Student Art Show 
with a grant to purchase matt board 

and other materials so that the art can 
be shown to the best advantage. The 
grant will also enable a local artist to 
workshop with the students so that they 
can see first-hand how art can be a life-
long interest and activity.

submitted
The buzz is making its way through 

the Slocan Valley and beyond – the 
Pumkin is back! Longtime Kootenay 
favourites the Pied Pumkin String 
Ensemble will perform an all ages 

submitted
Don’t miss the May Days sweet 

treat between the Pig Roast and Pied 
Pumpkin – a session of Lake Lies, Tall 
Tales, Sob Stories, and Fishy Fantasies 
at Knox Hall on Sunday, May 18, 

Pied Pumkin concert in Silverton a highlight of May Days
concert at the Silverton Memorial Hall 
Sunday, May 18 at 7:30 pm on the New 
Denver May Days weekend. 

Much of this year’s Pumkin tour 
in the Kootenays will be devoted to 
performing songs from the new Pumkids 

CD at various matinees and children’s 
events, with Silverton the only all ages 
gig booked. The Silverton show will 
open with a performance for the kids, 
followed by the all ages show. As in the 
old days, parents are welcome to bring 

blankets to wrap the sleepyheads in as 
the evening boogies on. Band publicist 
Valley Hennell says the band is especially 
looking forward to this concert and to 
meeting old friends. 

Tickets are going fast so get them 

soon, available at Ann’s Natural Foods in 
New Denver, Gaze ’n Chat in Silverton, 
and Earth Spirit Metaphysical Books in 
Winlaw. $20 adult, $15 student/senior, 
$10 children under 12, or $50 for a family 
pass for four. 

Lake Lies a chance to hear local storytelling during May Days
6:30-8 pm. 

Storytellers Agnes Emary, Kim 
Roshinsky, Jeremy Down, Gary Wright, 
Webb Cummings, Peter Roulston, 
Marianne Vanish, Kevin Murphy, Bill 
Johnston, and Dick Hambly will come 

together to share their stories of Slocan 
Lake. MC Bill Roberts will need to 
make sure the judging stays honest 
because some of the storytellers may 
have been caught trying to bribe the 
judges at the Rosebery Regatta.  What 

some people will do just to get a prize! 
It appears that Stan Wilson and 

Kathy Provan, of the two local historical 
societies, have agreed to look for 
archival photos to accompany the tales. 
There are also rumors of a video of the 

old train that sunk somewhere off the 
bluffs.  

It’s a busy May Days weekend 
but well worth it to squeeze in this 
‘whopper’ of an event brought to you by 
the Slocan Lake Stewardship Society. 

Read the Valley Voice online!
www.valleyvoice.ca

by Jan McMurray
The Lucerne School  and 

Community Writers’ Festival 
culminated in very entertaining 
performances on Friday, May 2. 

At the evening coffeehouse, 
poetry’s reputation for being deep 
and serious was definitely challenged 
by guest celebrity poets George 
Bowering and Stuart Ross. The 
laughter coming from the school 
gym was more indicative of a stand-
up comedy show than a poetry 
reading.

Bowering read from one of his 
chapbooks entitled Tocking Heads. 
All poems in the book had titles from 
newspaper headlines that were either 
ambiguous or had grammar errors, 
and boy, did he have fun with that.

Stuart Ross read several of his 
zany poems, some that he had written 
at his Wednesday evening poetry 
boot camp for community members. 
He describes some of his work as 
“poems that don’t make sense but 
are the equivalent of impressionist 
paintings.” 

Several of the high school 
students read pieces they had written 
over the week-long writers festival 
in the school. When it was Emily 
Barber’s turn, she described the 
exercises she did with Stuart Ross 
that resulted in the poems she read. 
The first poem had to begin with “I 
stepped into…” For the second, an 
“upside down poem,” she had to 
write the last line first, then cover it 
up and write the second last line, and 
so on to the top.

It was clear from the students’ 
poems that they had a fun and 
enriching week at school with Stuart 
Ross and George Bowering. Ross 
praised the students’ “amazing and 
unique voices,” and said they had 
been developing some “great things” 
in their writing. He will stay on for 
another week and work with the 
grades 5/6 class at Lucerne.

The elementary students did 
their reading in the afternoon in the 

Writers festival coffeehouse laced with humour
library. Every student read, or had 
another student read their piece for 
them. 

Guest writers for the elementary 
classes during the festival were 
Nikki Tate and Don Sawyer. Nikki 
put together a booklet called 
Pomegranate: A Tribute to the 
young Writers of the Kootenays, 
including one piece of writing by 
each student, photographs from the 
classrooms during the week and some 

George Bowering, Canada’s first poet laureate, was one of four guest 
celebrity writers at the Lucerne School and Community Writers Festival.

illustrations by students. Lucerne 
teacher Katrina Sumrall thanked 
Nikki for all the work she put into 
the booklet, and congratulated the 
students on being published.

Nikki and Don both said they 
had a lot of fun at Lucerne over the 
week. Although both have lots of 

experience working with kids, they 
both worked with the youngest kids 
they have ever worked with before 
at Lucerne.

This year’s organizing committee 
included Lucerne teachers Terry 
Taylor, Katrina Sumrall and Paula 
Rogers.

submitted
On Saturday, May 17, 7 pm, at 

the Silverton Gallery, the award-
winning Giezendähl Trio from the 
Conservatory at Mt Royal College 
in Calgary will perform a varied 
program of Beethoven, Dohnányi 
and selected solo works.

The trio consists of Timothy 
Steeves - violin, Keith Hamm - viola, 
and Joanna Wiebe - cello. This 
young, very talented and exciting 
trio, coached by Nick Pulos of the 
Edmonton Symphony and the Calgary 
Youth Orchestra, will represent their 
province in the National Chamber 
Music Competition in late May. 
Timothy and Joanna are alumni of the 
Valhalla Summer School of Music. 

Come early or stay late for the 

Award winning string trio and Valhalla Fine Arts Open House
VFA Open House and see what the 
Society has planned for this year 
and what we’re all about. Admission 

submitted
The New Denver Quilt Guild 

celebrates its move into the basement 
of St. Stephen’s Anglican Church with 
a Show and Tea during May Days, on 
Sunday, 10 am to 4 pm.

Quilts and projects will be 

New Denver Quilt Guild to hold Open House during May Days
displayed in the church and tea and 
scones will be served downstairs. The 
$3 entrance fee includes a ticket for the 
door prize draw. Our major prize is a 
queen‐sized Friendship Quilt. More 
than two dozen quilters have hand-
pieced and hand-quilted this beauty. It 

will be displayed at Kootenay Savings 
in New Denver the week of May 12.

Additional prize draw tickets are 
$2, and will be available at Ann’s 
Natural Foods that week. The draw 
will be held at St. Stephen’s during 
the Show and Tea.

is by donation, with all proceeds 
dedicated to arts programming for 
young people. 

submitted
In recognition of Nakusp 

S e c o n d a r y  S c h o o l ’s  5 0 t h 
anniversary this year, the yearbook 
has a ’50s theme.

The cost of the yearbooks 
has not been included in any set 
student council fees this year, due 
to the new policy around student 
fees. Order before May 16 to save 
$10.

Yearbooks cost $25 before 
May 16 and $35 after May 16. 
There are also family rates: $45 
for two or $60 for three.

Time to order your NSS yearbook
This year, the yearbook will 

come out in June. NSS graduation 
coverage will be on a CD tucked 
in the back of the yearbook.

Stuart Hobson’s grade 11/12 
yearbook class take the photographs 
and do the lay-out of the book.

Call  265-3668 for  more 
information.

Even small ads 
get noticed in the 

Valley Voice
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Now Open for our 19th 

Summer

Gear and Clothing 
for Fun in the 
Mountains!

At the lake, end of Main Street,
New Denver, BC

358-7755

HAVE A BLAST AT 
KASLO MAY DAYS 

2008
Teresa’s

More than a Sandwich Shop
400 Front • Kaslo • 353-2115

HAVE A GREAT 
MAY DAYS!

Fern’s

Have a bloomin’ 
good time at Kaslo 
May Days 2008!

415 Front Street  
Kaslo, BC 

Phone/Fax: 1-250-353-7474

“The Natural Choice”
Have a Healthy, Happy May 

Days! Play Safe.

422 Front Street • Kaslo
353-2594

Have a wonderful 
May Days 
weekend!

Kaslo celebrates a 116-year tradition on the May Long Weekend
submitted

Kaslo is celebrating its 116th May 
Days Celebration this year. Events 
include the longest running May Pole 
Dance in Canadian history, Logger 
Sports, the May Day Parade, Show-
n-Shine, Slo-pitch tournament, craft 
and food vendors, live music featuring 
many local musicians, Bavarian 
Gardens, horse show demonstrations 
and pony rides, helicopter rides, 
Lawns to Gardens contest, Climbing 
Wall, Rubber Duck Race and many 

more exciting events. 
A new addition to the popular 

Kaslo May Days celebrations is 
the First Kaslo Garden Festival, 
happening on Monday. On Saturday, 
storytellers Marilyn James and Aya 
Higashi will share some history of the 
Kootenays. Back by popular demand 
will be a five kilometre fun run. Join 
us in front of Moyie at 10 am Saturday 
morning for this race.  

This celebration of community 
will provide everybody with three 

fun-filled days of entertainment. 
Everyone is welcome to come to this 
family event located in the picturesque 
downtown of the Village of Kaslo. 

Highlights this year include Miss 
Kaslo Ambassador Program, May 
Queen’s Ball, Craft and Product 
Vendors, Live Music, Storytelling, Kid 
Fun Races, Riding Club Horse Show, 
Slo-Pitch Ball Tournament, Canoe 
Race, Skateboarding Demonstrations, 
May Days Victorian Tea, Logger 

Sports, Parade, Children’s May Pole 
Dance, Citizen of the Year , Rubber 
Ducky Race, Youth Dance, Open 
Air Movie Night, first-ever Garden 
Festival, Helicopter Rides for $30.

For the full event schedule, go 
to www.kaslo.ca or call the Kaslo 
Visitors Centre at (250)353-2525.  
Kaslo May Days is brought to you 
by the Kaslo and District Chamber 
of Commerce and sponsored by the 
Village of Kaslo. 

The Miss Kaslo 2008 Candidates are, from left to right, Krystal Tyers, Shara 
Orr, Xyiah Morley, and Devon Leathwood.

Wilds of 
Canada 

Cycle
new Denver’s original

bike shop

opening for the bicycle season
10:00 am to 6:00 pm

Wednesday - Saturday
Bike Rentals • Parts • Sales • Service

Shuttle available on request

250-358-7941

email: wildsofcanada@yahoo.ca
on the corner of Hwy 6 & 7th Ave
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Hwy 6, new Denver
358-7717

OPEN 8 am to 10 pm 
for MAY DAYS

Here now from Kaslo – 
sumptuous baking from 

Landmark (aka Rudolph’s) Bakery 
plus fine meats from eric’s meat 

market!

Raven’s Nest
C L O T H I N G  &  G I F T S

310 - 6th Avenue, New Denver, BC • Phone/Fax: 358-2178 • E-mail: taeko@netidea.com
• Natural Fibre Clothing • Hammocks • Books
Please join us for May Days, 2008!

Slocan Lake Hardware
main Street, new Denver

358-2422

Enjoy 
May Days 
2008!

Welcome to

MAY DAYS
2008

Come see us at

Kaslo
Drugs
403 Front St • 353-2224

by Jan McMurray
New Denver will celebrate being 

“the best place on earth” at its 101st 
May Days event.

The May Queen’s Pageant on 
Thursday evening at Bosun Hall 
is always entertaining, with the 
candidates showing off their talents. 
The Naming of the Queen follows on 
Friday evening, with the crowning on 
Monday at Centennial Park at 10:30 
am. This is also when the Citizens of 
the Year will be announced.

Saturday gets going at 9:30 am 
with the golf tournament and a bike 
rodeo for young bikers. The ever 
popular soap box derby starts up at 
10:30 am. Cars are available so that 
everyone can join in.

A mens basketball game against 
Nakusp is scheduled in the gym for 
1 pm. At the Silverton Gallery at 7 
pm, a string trio will perform. Then 
everyone can head on down to the 

Bosun for the Saturday night dance 
with the Young ’Uns.

On Sunday, you don’t have to 
worry about cooking at all. Head on 
down to the park for pancakes served 
up by the Chamber of Commerce from 
7:30-10 am. The hot and cold booth 
opens in time for lunch, and there’s 
a pig roast for supper. The flag drops 
for the 24th Summit Lake Bike Race 
at 9 am. Meanwhile, on the beach, a 
volleyball tournament starts at 10 am. 
The park is the venue for a Mountain 
Madness Bike Clinic, the Grease Pole, 
Guitar Hero, the Home Run Derby 
and the canoe jousting competition on 
Sunday. In the evening, Slocan Lake 

stories will be told at the Knox Hall 
and there will be bingo at the Bosun.

Monday morning, crowds line the 
streets for the parade, starting at 10 
am. The parade leads everyone down 
to the park for another fun day with 
the Maypole dance, May Day market, 
baking contest, kids’ races and games, 
dunk tank, live music, crib tournament, 
guitar hero tournament and the duck 
race finale.

The fishing derby, scavenger hunt 
and silent Auction continue throughout 
the weekend.

C h e c k  o u t  w w w .
newdenvermaydays.com for more 
information.

New Denver celebrates 101st May Days
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by Art Joyce
Yoan Shandro-Gosselin of Hills 

is the lucky winner of an ATV thanks 
to a letter he wrote for a contest 
sponsored by the Slocan Recreational 
ATV Dirt Bike Society (RADS). 
Eight-year-old Yoan was presented 
with his prize by Jim Bradbury of 
Playmor Power Products. 

RADS started and ran the Black 
Bear Motocross in Rosebery at the 
old West Wilson landfill site. The 
club at one time had 150 members 
and had as its goal not only fun 
with motoring but also training 
people to ride responsibly in the 
backcountry. The racetrack had to 
be closed down and money was 
still left over in the RADS account, 
so the group decided it would be a 
good idea to help out families who 
might not be able to afford an ATV. 

Hills boy wins ATV as part of Slocan RADS contest
Club member Chris Fox, owner of 
Holeshot Originals, approached Jim 
Bradbury of Playmor, who agreed 
to donate the ATV, while RADS 
funded the outfitting of the winner. 
Fox offered to provide maintenance 
for the ATV, which will return to the 
club in two years so the contest can 
be run again. 

“I remember having to go 
without stuff when I was a kid,” says 
Fox. “I wanted the kids to have an 
opportunity to go and play with their 
friends and have a good time.”

Children between ages 8-12 were 
asked to write a letter explaining 
why they should be the winner. 
Katrina Sumrall’s class at Lucerne 
school entered the contest as a 
writing project. Fox said they were 
looking for “good, honest kids with 
hardworking moms and dads who 

just wouldn’t be able to go out and 
afford something like this.”

The contest closed at the end 
of January this year, with Yoan 
Shandro-Gosselin chosen as the 
winner. In his winning letter, Yoan 
wrote: “I have never had a quad but 
I enjoy rides on my neighbour Stan’s 
quad. If I had a quad, I would use it 
for helping out on my land. If I could 
get a trailer for the quad, I could 
haul firewood, soil and manure for 
the garden and move rocks. I would 
save up my money to put gas in the 
quad and then drive it on the railroad 
tracks to the beach. Also I could give 
my brother and my friends rides, 
go visit my close neighbours and 
explore the forest in places I can 
go near my home. I would always 
wear a helmet and drive safely. I 
would park it undercover when I’m 

not using it and I would take care of 
it as if it were my own. Thank you 

for this chance and opportunity to 
do this.”

Yoan Shandro Gosselin was the winner of a kid’s ATV and was presented with his 
prize at Playmor Power Products. From left to right: Chris Fox, Amanda Bergen, Paula 

Shandro, Jim Bradbury and Yoan Shandro Gosselin with brother Liam on the ATV. 

Mayor Gary Wright and Julia Greenlaw help the kids at the New Denver 
nursery school plant an anjou pear tree in honour of Earth Day and the 

opening of the school’s new Secret Garden.

submitted
West Kootenay artists Barbara 

Wilson and Peter Corbett begin Art 

Art and Adventure 2008 begins with artists Wilson and Corbett
and Adventure 2008 on May 15 in 
Golden BC, this year’s inaugural trip 
for the season.

The heritage tour of the Columbia 
Valley in the East Kootenay will have 
painting enthusiasts spending their 

first two nights at the Kicking Horse 
River Lodge just 10 minutes walk from 
Golden. The Arts Council of Kicking 
Horse Culture have planned a reception 
at their downtown gallery, bringing 
together the visiting artists with local 
painters from the region.

Painting their way south to the 
tiny town of Edgewater, the artists will 
socialize at the local community hall in 
late afternoon where they will hear a talk 
on the famous wetlands and the ecology 
of the area. Local artists are invited to 
be part of the experience. Pynelogs Art 
Centre at Invermere will be the stopping 
place on the fourth day of the tour, 
which goes on to Windermere for the 
final three nights. Lodgings have been 
arranged in the town centre next to the 
historic Stolen Church.

Wilson’s painting experience and 
love for heritage architecture will be 
shared along the way with the many 
notable artists who have already signed 
on to make this a memorable celebration 
of BC’s 150th anniversary. Self-reliant 
beginners are also welcome. Participants 
drive their own cars and are responsible 
for their own passengers.

From June 8-11 the Art Adventures 
continue with three nights at the Bull 
River Ranch near Cranbrook, with 
painting and sketching at sites close 
to the ranch and at historic Fort Steele. 
Further programs continue through 
June and July.

For further information see www.
ArtandAdventure.ca or leave your 
number at 250-226-0021, email 
bewilson@columbiawireless.ca.

Submitted
Spring is finally here and the 

Vallican Whole School wants to 
celebrate by inviting everyone to 
come and enjoy a day at our beautiful 
school. We are having our annual 
fundraiser on May 10 at the Vallican 
Whole, 3762 Little Slocan River 
Road, from 10 am - 4 pm. There will 
be lots going on for both adults and 
children. Adult admission of a toonie 
at the door gets you a chance at the 
great door prizes.

We will be having a giant plant 
sale with flower and vegetable 
seedlings and perennials donated 
by local nurseries, greenhouses, and 
school families. There will be craft 
vendors, a silent auction, and penny 

The Vallican Whole School’s 9th Annual Spring Market
raffle tables so everyone can enjoy an 
old bazaar favorite. Kids will enjoy 
the petting zoo, fun games and races 
(including making and racing stick 
horses), face-painting, bubble-mania, 
and a kids’ art table. Young and old 
alike will appreciate Barry Gray’s 
storytelling skills at noon. There will 
be great food available with treats 
baked by both parents and kids.  

We are also having a fantastic 
raffle, with tickets available in 
the community and at the school. 
The main prize is a deluxe room 
at the Prestige Inn, a massage or 
acupuncture treatment, brunch for 
two at the Hume Hotel and two-day 
passes to Ainsworth Hot Springs. 
Second prize is a dinner gift certificate 

to Lemon Creek Lodge and day 
passes to Halcyon Hot Springs, and 
third prize is a garden theme gift 

basket. Tickets are only $2 each or 3 
for $5. The draw will be at the Spring 
Market at 2 pm.

For more information, contact 
Rachel at 226-7737. To book a table 
contact Jen at 226-7029.

submitted
What happens when you’ve 

lost both your legs in a climbing 
accident? Where do you go with 
your life when you’re an avid world 
traveler with passionate opinions 
on the environment? Join Warren 
MacDonald Wednesday, May 14 at 
7 pm at the Slocan Park Hall as he 
shares his amazing story. 

Warren’s life boundaries were 
redefined in April 1997 with his 
accident on North Queensland’s 
(Australia) Hinchinbrook Island. 
Climbing to the island’s tallest peak, 
he became trapped beneath a one-ton 
slab boulder in a freak rock fall. Two 
days later he was rescued, only to 
undergo the amputation of both legs 

Double amputee Warren MacDonald to share his story in Slocan Park
at mid thigh. Just 10 months later, he 
climbed Tasmania’s Cradle Mountain 
using a modified wheelchair and the 
seat of his pants.

In February 2003, MacDonald 
became the first double above-knee 
amputee to reach the summit of 
Africa’s tallest peak, Mt Kilimanjaro 
(19,222 feet), and more recently, 
in a spectacular effort requiring 
more than 2800 pull-ups over four 
days, created history once again in 
an ascent of America’s tallest cliff 
face, El Capitan. He is also the only 
above knee amputee to make an 
ascent of Canada’s landmark frozen 
waterfall, the 600-foot ‘Weeping 
Wall’ in Alberta.

MacDonald has appeared on 

numerous news and current affairs 
programs, including The Hour, 
Larry King Live and The Oprah 
Winfrey Show. He is the subject of 
several television documentaries 
and his book A Test of Will is an 
Australian bestseller. To find out 
more about Warren visit his website 
at www.warren-macdonald.com. 
He recently has moved to the Slocan 
Valley with his partner Margot 
Talbot.

To attend MacDonald’s inspiring 
talk, a minimum $5 donation to 
Take Back the Power – Keeping our 
Rivers Wild, is being asked. Seating 
may be limited, so if planning to 
attend please contact Slocan Valley 
Recreation at 226-0008.

submitted
It’s that time of the year again, 

when mothers are celebrated and 
loved with an extra bit of thanks. For 
more than 30 years Passmore Seniors 
have been hosting the Mother’s Day 
event, which will be held this year at 
the Passmore Hall on May 11, from 9 
am to 1 pm. Tickets are $7 adults, $4 

children under 12.
This year we’re offering 

a homemade buttermilk pancake 
breakfast with all the fixins’, 
including sausages, scrambled eggs 
and beverages. There will be raffle 
tickets on hand for a dollar each, with 
a handmade quilt by Julie Robbins and 
other prizes being awarded at 1 pm. 

Mother’s Day event hosted by Passmore Seniors
A garden plant sale will also 

be held with tomatoes, peppers and 
squash, which have all been given a 
head start on the summer, even with 
the cool spring. Last year over 100 
plants were sold. 

Bring mom and the whole family 
to the hall at 3656 Old Passmore Road. 
For more information call 226-6860.

submitted
The South Slocan chapter of the 

Kootenay Lake Hospital Auxiliary 
continues to work hard to raise 
money for the Kootenay Lake 
Hospital. 

The main fundraisers are bake 
sales and a fall raffle. In 2007, a 
donation of $2,200 was made to the 
Kootenay Lake Hospital Foundation 
equipment fund. This required 1,307 
volunteer hours from 18 members.

The South Slocan chapter was 

We can do it, you can help
formed in 1975 and since then has 
donated $134,000 to the Kootenay 
Lake Hospital. We consider this to 
be quite an achievement for such 

a small group but it wouldn’t have 
been possible without the support of 
all local communities. Thank you to 
everyone for your help.

submitted
Mount Sentinel’s Fine Arts 

program is proud to present West 
Side Story, a classic Romeo and 
Juliet adaptation and assimilation 
into American 1950s culture set 
in New York City. This timeless 
musical will be performed at the 

Capitol Theatre the weekend of May 
15, 16, 17. Show times are at 8 pm 
nightly, with a Saturday matinee at 
1 pm. Tickets are $15.25 adult or 
$13.25 for students and seniors.

Come on out and support our 
students and the Mt. Sentinel Fine 
Arts program. 

Mt. Sentinel students present West Side Story

•Ear ly  Sunday (May 4) 
morning, Slocan Lake RCMP 
responded to a vehicle rollover 
approximately 8 km north of 
Slocan Village on Highway 6. 
Police investigation revealed that a 
Dodge Caravan lost control when 
it struck a deer on the roadway. 
The van entered the ditch and 
rolled onto its roof. The lone 
occupant of the van was wearing 
his seatbelt and escaped without 
injury. The van then caught fire 
and burnt completely along with 

Notes from the Slocan Lake RCMP
THE FOLLOWING REPORTS ARE BASED ON PRESS RELEASES AND MAY HAVE BEEN EDITED

the surrounding grass.
•On Saturday night (May 3), 

Slocan Lake RCMP was called 
to a dumpster fire at the recycling 
station on Slocan Avenue in New 
Denver, where the paper bin was 
ablaze. Police summoned the 
New Denver Fire Department and 
the fire was extinguished within 
minutes with no injuries. All 
indications point toward vandalism 
as the cause. Damage to the bin is 
estimated at $1500. Anyone with 
information is asked to call the 

Slocan Lake detachment in New 
Denver or Crimestoppers.

•Also on Saturday night, Slocan 
Lake RCMP was summoned 
as a precaution to attend an 
ambulance call to an outdoor 
party near Slocan Village, where 
a young male was reported to 
exhibit signs of drug overdose. 
Preliminary investigation revealed 
that a physical fight had taken 
place between two Castlegar men, 
resulting in no serious injuries. 
RCMP continue to investigate.
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Honey Bear 
Bakery

Summer Hours start 
May Long Weekend
Tues-Sat 9:00-4:00 
Closed Sun & Mon 

311 7th Ave NW • Nakusp • 265-4633
Rear Alley Entrance

NAKUSP & THE ARROW LAKES

Computer 
Acting Up?

Call Ron at the Old Grey Barn 
250-265-2163

JOIN US FOR MOTHER’S DAY
SUNDAY, May 11, 2008

BRUNCH
11AM – 2:30PM

$15.50 PER PERSON
Plus taxes and gratuities

Assorted Salads • Devilled Eggs
Fresh Fruit Platter • Deli Meat Platter

Hot Breakfast Favourites • Scallop Potatoes
Carved Ham • Roast Chicken
        Pasta • Omelet Station

DINNER
5PM TILL 8PM

$45 PER PERSON
Plus taxes and gratuities

Oven Roasted Tomato & Dill Soup, Sweet Potato Chips
Watermelon, Arugula and Pine Nut Salad

Cornish Game Hen with Double Cranberry and 
Thyme Sauce

Sweet Pea & Mushroom Risotto
Medley of Baby Vegetables

Timbale of Chocolate with Berries and Minted Cream
RESERVATIONS ARE RECOMMENDED

(250) 265-3554 Ext. 113

trinity mcQuair 
memorial Dinner and 

Silent Auction

may 10
Doors open at 5:30 
Dinner at 6:00pm

Summit Lake Ski Hill 
Lodge

$10/child, $15/adult per plate

Proceeds to the Trin McQuair 
Bursary Fund

To drop off donations or 
for information, contact 

Brenda 265-4327

FOR SALE BY SEALED BID
School District No. 10 (Arrow Lakes) is accepting sealed 
bids for the following vehicles:

1991 Blue Bird School Bus
84 Passenger

8.3 Litre Cummins Diesel Engine
5 Speed Transmission

Good Condition
Reserve Bid:  $2,500

1989 Blue Bird School Bus
72 Passenger

466 International Diesel Engine
5 Speed Transmission with 2 speed rear axle

Good Condition
Reserve Bid:  $2,000

Dates to View: Tuesday, May 20, 2008 
– Friday, May 23, 2008

Times: 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.
Contact: Mr. Andy Cruden, School District No. 10 (Arrow Lakes)

98 6th Avenue N.W., Nakusp, B.C.
Phone: 250-265-3638, ext. 24 email:  acruden@sd10.bc.ca 

Fax: 250-265-3701

ALL VEHICLES TO BE SOLD AS IS / WHERE IS
HIGHEST OR ANY BID NOT NECESSARILY ACCEPTED

BID CLOSING:  4:30 p.m., Friday, May 23, 2008
BID OPENING: 9:30 a.m., Tuesday, May 20, 2008

The vote for Edgewood’s CBT 
Community Initiatives and Affected 
Area funding recipients took place 
April 30 and an impressive 92 came 
out to vote. 

Eight projects were listed on 
a ballot in alphabetical order and 
people were asked to rank the 
projects from one to eight. The total 
amount available was $36,970.

The number one ranked project 
was the Edgewood Community 
Club’s. They requested $28,023 to 
purchase two flat deck trailers to 
be equipped with basic firefighting 
equipment.

In second place was the Arrow 
Lakes Search and Rescue request 
for $500 to construct an equipment 
storage facility on leased land from 
the Village of Nakusp.

Protecting Animal Life Society 
(PALS) came third with a request 
for $1500 to help with their work 
rescuing abandoned, lost or abused 
domestic animals and livestock.

Fourth was the Inonoaklin 
Recreation Commission’s request 
for $2,400 for fireworks displays on 
Canada Day and Halloween.

The Arrowtarian Senior Citizens 
Society ranked fifth, so will receive 
$1,000 toward the Rotary Villa 
seniors housing project.

These five organizations will 

receive the funds they asked for. 
The sixth one, the Southern Zone 
Parent Advisory Committee, asked 
for $8,500, but there is only $3,547 
left. If their project to create an 
outdoor garden with a seating area 
at the school can be done with the 
remaining money, they will be 
awarded the funding.

Edgewood awards CBT funding to community groups

submitted
Red Cedar Award-nominated 

children’s author Helaine Becker will 
be bringing her sillies to the Naksup 
Library on Tuesday, May 13 at 1 pm. 

Two of Becker’s books have been 
nominated for the 2008 Red Cedar 
Award: Funny Business: Clowning 
Around, Practical Jokes, Cool 

Comedy, Cartooning and More, and 
Are you Psychic? The Official Guide 
for Kids. Becker has also recently 
released the sixth book in her Looney 
Bay All-Stars series and Science on the 
Loose: Amazing Activities and Science 
Facts You’ll Never Believe. In addition 
to writing books, magazine articles 
and educational materials, Becker has 

participated at dozens of school and 
library readings across Canada. 

“You can really affect kids and 
make them laugh, smile and think. 
That’s a wonderful feeling,” she 
says. 

The Red Cedar Awards program 
encourages grades 4 to 7 students to 
read Canadian fiction and non-fiction 

titles. Each year, the award is given to 
one title in each category that receives 
the most votes from children in the 
program. Winners are announced 
annually in May.

This reading is sponsored by 
the Canada Council for the Arts and 
the Kootenay Library Federation. 
The reading is free and everyone is 
cordially invited. For more information 
contact Leanne Strang of the Kootenay 
Library Federation at leanne@klf.
bclibrary.ca.

Children’s author Helaine Becker to read at Nakusp public library

Nakusp 
Secondary 

School 
Yearbooks 
Available to order now

Cost
$25 per book (before May 16)
$35 per book (after May 16)

Family Rate
$45 for two

$60 for three

Call (250) 265-3668 
for more information

by Jan McMurray
Edgewood Elementary is a small 

school with a big heart.
The school’s 30 students raised 

$552 so they could send school 
supplies to children in Tanzania.

“Edgewood students found 
themselves eager to help these 
children have a better chance at 
school,” said Anita Vibe, the grades 
3-7 teacher. She said children in 
Tanzania often write their work on 
a small slate with chalk and have 
to erase it all, or erase everything 
they’ve done in pencil so that they 
can reuse the paper. They break their 
pencils in half to share with other 
students.

The Edgewood primary class had 
a penny drive, and the intermediate 
class held a bake sale at the Heritage 
Tea and sold popcorn and juice at 
a Sock Hop. Donations were also 
received from the community.

With the proceeds, the school 
bought school supplies and the 

Edgewood sends school supplies to Tanzania
students put together 220 individual 
kits. Each kit contains a notebook, 

pencil, eraser and ruler, and a letter 
from an Edgewood student. 

The sponsoring organization is 
Project Love.

Edgewood Elementary students put together 220 kits full of school supplies for children in Tanzania. 
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Mother’s Day Dinner 
Menu

Soup:    Cream Of Leek with Dumplings

Entree:   Chicken Breast DIANA, home-
made fresh pasta, mixed green salad 
with our own Balsamic Fig or Orange 

Cream Dressing

Dessert:   Mandarin Orange Sponge 
Cheese Cake

Reservations recommended  

250-265-0060

VILLAGE OF 
NAKUSP BUDGET 

MEETING
Public Budget Meeting May 7th    

Special Council  Meeting May 8th , 2008
Council Chambers,  91 1st St. NW, 6:30 pm

The Public is welcome to attend. 

THANK 
YOU

The Nakusp & District Chamber of Commerce would like to thank the 
community for supporting their Business & Career Expo.

We are very happy with the success of this important community event. 
Thank you to those businesses and organizations that recognized 
the potential of the event and signed up as exhibitors (we were sold 
out!), and also to those of you who attended and witnessed the great 
variety of opportunities for gathering information and for supporting 
local businesses and organizations!

Thank you to our major sponsors: Roca Mines Inc., Igloo Loma, 
Columbia Power Corporation, the Village of Nakusp and Columbia 
Basin Trust.

Door prizes donated by the following were greatly appreciated:
 • The Leland Restaurant
 • Columbia Basin Trust
 • Columbia Power Corporation
 • BC Hydro
 • Selkirk College
 • Kootenay Savings Credit Union
 • Tim Pettigrew, Sun Life Financial (Trail)

We would also like to recognize the volunteer efforts by all those 
involved – we couldn’t have done it without you!

by Jan McMurray
•Librarian Evelyn Goodell 

attended to present the Nakusp Public 
Library 2007 annual report. She 
expressed gratitude and appreciation 
to staff, trustees and volunteers for the 
great job they did while she was away 
from work for six months recovering 
from her accident. They completed 
an inventory and re-barcoding of the 
collection while she was away.

Goodell reported that patrons 
and visitors are very appreciative of 
the new space after phase one of the 
remodel and expansion of 2006. “We 
tried to avoid an institutional feeling 
and I think we succeeded,” she said.

Phase two will make the library 
accessible to all patrons. Goodell said 
the library would like to work with the 
Village, the owner of the building, on 
this project. Another goal for 2008 is 
to launch a new website.

The biggest source of funding for 
the library is the RDCK taxation grant 
($68,000 in 2007), which includes 
tax dollars from residents of Nakusp 
and Defined Area K. Several new 
provincial programs have also helped. 
Thanks to the technology grant, the 

library has new computers. There 
were also grants for the BC One Card 
and Every Student a Library Card 
programs, and Goodell said that the 
interlibrary loan program was always 
improving.

She also spoke about the programs 
and events at the library, including six 
author readings, four classes visiting 
weekly and the Kootenay Library 
Federation Spring Conference. 

Circulation was up 10%, and the 
library has almost 1800 members.

•The new zoning bylaw (no. 614) 
was amended slightly and given two 
readings. The amended version will 
be sent off to Ramona Mattix at the 
RDCK and the Village lawyers, and 
will be distributed to councilors for 
further review.

•Treasurer Richard Mahoney 
provided a report on community 
bonds. This alternative to conventional 
borrowing has been discussed as a way 
to finance renovations at the hot springs 
and the arena. Community members 
would purchase the bonds, thereby 
supplying the funds for the project(s) 
while making a safe investment. This 
is a program of the Municipal Finance 

Authority.
Mayor Hamling said she’d like 

council to start meeting once a month 
as Committee of the Whole again, 
“because there are things that are 
unresolved, such as this.” Council 
agreed, and the matter of community 
bonds was referred to the next CoW 
meeting.

•Mayor Hamling reported that 
she had spoken with Minister of 
Community Services Ida Chong at the 
Association of Kootenay Boundary 
Local Governments conference about 
the arena. The Village has submitted 
an application for funding under 
the provincial Towns for Tomorrow 
program to do some upgrades to the 
facility. When Chong told Hamling 
that Nakusp’s application may not be 
successful in this round of funding, 
Hamling told her that the arena may 
have to be closed temporarily if the 
funding was not available in this 
round. Chong indicated that the 
applications were still being reviewed 
and there was still a chance. Hamling 
has since made a follow-up phone call 
to Chong’s assistant.

•Mayor Hamling reported that 
council met with Area K Director 
Paul Peterson and RDCK Chair Gary 
Wright about the arena. She said 
Wright had thought the arena was 
owned by the RDCK, “but it turns out 
the title is held by the Village, and the 
RDCK has been providing some of the 
funding by referendum, so we will just 
wait for a report back on that and then 
we will meet again.”

•Council received a letter 
from Corinne Tessier of Affirming 
Workplace Solutions, congratulating 
the OCP committee, council and staff 
on the adoption of the plan. CAO 
Lafleur provided a list of things arising 
from the OCP that need attention such 
as boundary expansion, water meters, 
the airport, etc. Council referred the 
list to the Committee of the Whole 
meeting, which will take place on May 
20 at 6:30.

•The Nakusp Roots Music Society 
wrote to inform council if its plans 
to have the Trail Pipe Band and the 
“Canadian Colossal Couple” march 
down Broadway with a 45-minute 
performance just before Music Fest 
begins on 6 pm on the Friday could 
be accommodated.

Because Broadway is under 
Ministry of Highways, council will 
refer the society to the ministry. If 
the request is approved by Highways, 
council will ask that people block 

traffic on each side, and that the parade 
be shortened so as not to tie up traffic 
for so long.

•An email from the Ministry 
of Transportation, Marine Branch, 
confirms that the Galena/Shelter ferry 
will run one hour earlier from April 20 
to June 19 inclusive, as a trial to see 
if it helps clear the industrial traffic. 
The ferry will sail from Shelter Bay 
(Revelstoke side) 5 am to 10 pm and 
from Galena Bay (Nakusp side) 5:30 
am to 10:30 pm.

Councillor Dahlen said she had 
heard a lot of negative comments about 
the trial schedule, and hoped it would 
change back so the last ferry runs at 
11 pm from Shelter Bay and 11:30 
pm from Galena Bay for the tourist 
season. Councillor Switzer agreed, and 
said this would not fix the problem for 
loggers or tourists. Councillor Dahlen 
pointed out that people from Alberta 
will not know that the last run has been 
removed from the schedule until they 
get to Revelstoke.

Council decided to write the 
Marine Branch a letter, thanking them 
for trying to improve morning traffic, 

but letting them know that the trial 
schedule will likely cause problems 
for tourist traffic.

•Council will try to set up a 
meeting in June with Area K Director 
Paul Peterson regarding the Animal 
Control Officer (ACO) for Nakusp 
and Defined Area K, as suggested by 
the RDCK. The RDCK also advised 
that the Village’s original letter was 
forwarded to the ACO for action. 

•Staff brought forward a policy on 
the annual spring yard clean-up and 
the limits and conditions of pick-up 
by public works. Council decided to 
work on the policy for next year, as it 
is too late for this year. CAO Lafleur 
will bring forward information on how 
other communities handle the annual 
pick-up of yard waste.

•Staff brought forward some 
information about Bear Aware, an 
educational program designed to 
prevent conflicts between people 
and bears in communities. Council 
asked staff to come forward with 
more information from neighbouring 
communities that have the program 
in place.

Nakusp council, April 22: Annual report from library presented

by Jan McMurray
The vote for projects to receive CBT 

Community Initatives and Affected Area 
funding in Nakusp and Rural Nakusp 
took place on May 4. An advance poll 
was held April 30.

Nakusp had a total of $108,262 
to distribute – $18,847 in Community 
Initiatives and $89,415 in Affected Area 
funding. There were 257 voters, and 
three spoiled ballots.

The results for projects over $5,000 
were: Arrowtarian Senior Citizens 
Society, for its Rotary Villa Phase IV 
- $20,000 (132 votes); Royal Canadian 
Legion, for hall upgrades - $9,531.29 
(107 votes); Arrow Lakes Search and 
Rescue, for a storage facility - $20,000 
(80 votes); Protecting Animal Life 
Society, for its rescue program - $10,000 
(52 votes); Cultural Community of 
Nakusp and Area, for the auditorium 
revitalization project - $10,000 (51 
votes); Nakusp Curling Association, 
for club upgrades - $20,000 (35 votes); 
Columbia Basin Alliance for Literacy, 
for radio expansion – they asked for 
$20,000 and will receive partial funding 
(31 votes). The Changing Climates 
Educational Society garnered only 16 
votes and was unsuccessful in its request 
for $14,000 for a cost benefit study.

The results for projects under 

Nakusp and Rural Nakusp 
projects voted on for CBT funding

$5,000 were: Arrow and Slocan Lakes 
Community Services, for its affordable 
housing initiative - $1,000 (185 votes); 
Arrow Lakes Historical Society, for 
its book reprint - $4,000 (99 votes); 
Nakusp Paddling Club Society, for a 
canoe purchase - $5,000 (81 votes). 
Unsuccessful were the Arrow Lakes Arts 
Council, which received 77 votes for its 
request for $750 towards the Wellness 
Festival, and the West Kootenay Toy 
Run Association, which received 63 
votes for its request for $1,000 towards 
a transport trailer.

Rural Nakusp/Bayview had 
$51,214 in total funding. Out of 146 
ballots, five were spoiled.

Successful projects were: Arrow 
Slocan Lakes Search and Rescue - 
$5,000; Arrowtarian Senior Citizens 
Society - $10,000; Royal Canadian 
Legion (Nakusp) - $5,000; Protecting 
Animal Life Society - $2,500; Arrow 
Slocan Lakes Community Services - 
$500; Saddle Mountain Internet Society 
- $28,214.

Unsuccessful were the Cultural 
Community of Nakusp and Area 
Society, Arrow Lakes Arts Council and 
the Nakusp Centennial Golf Club.

ALFA Guild 
announces new 
season of arts 
exhibitions
submitted

The ALFA Guild is thrilled to 
announce it will be partnering with 
Selkirk College to utilize empty 
classroom space during the summer 
months for its upcoming season of 
shows. 

Our first show June 4-22 will 
feature fabric/sculpture artist Barbara 
Sutherland from Calgary. The second 
show June 25-July 13 will combine two 
very different artists. Kate Tupper, ‘The 
Spark Tart’, a welder from Nakusp will 
feature her Metal Sculpture from the 
Dark Side, while Kaslo artist Eliza Fry 
will exhibit a mixed media grouping 
entitled Memorial Feast. The ALFA 
Guild encourages all local artists to 
submit work for the well recieved Local 
Focus exhibition, July 16-August 3. 

The Arrow Lakes Fine Arts (ALFA) 
Guild gallery held their AGM February 
17. The officers elected are President 
Denyse Marshall, Vice-President 
Sharon Maxfield, Secretary-Treasurer 
Holly Woods, with Directors Kay 
Mansour, Kate Tupper, Gail Joy, and 
Boukje Elzinga.
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Thank you 
Valley Voice
The only newspaper that 

tells us what is going on in 
the Kaslo area. The only 
newspaper that gives us a 

chance to say what we think 
about it, free of charge, in 
Voices from the Valleys.

Paid advertisement by Jane Lynch 
in support of the Valley Voice

KASLO & DISTRICT

KASLO MOHAWK

Open every day of the year!
• Fuel • Groceries •

• Convenience Store •
SOFT ICE CREAM ROOM NOW OPEN

– OPEN 6 AM - 9 PM –

353-2205  405-4th St.

by Andrea Dupuis
•Council will support the 

Bluebelle Bistro’s application for 
an amendment to its liquor licence 
to include entertainment, with the 
following conditions: that no music 
be played on the patio, sound levels 
remain appropriate for a dining 
establishment, and that the bistro 
remain a venue for family-style 
entertainment with music no more 
than eight times per month. Council 
received 41 letters regarding the 
license, and found residents generally 
supportive of the amendment.

•Council agreed that a business 
case study committee to develop 
a business plan for the Provincial 
Building remain ad-hoc. Councillor 
Leathwood was appointed as liaison 
and Mayor Holland as alternate 
liaison for the committee. 

•Council passed a motion to 
create a Temporary Borrowing 
Bylaw to finance the purchase of the 
Provincial Building and to adopt it 
within the next 30 days. The CAO 
and Mayor were authorized to sign 
all the necessary documentation. 

•The bylaw to give the Provincial 
building a heritage designation died 
when no one moved third reading. 
The bylaw was given the first two 
readings in November 2007.

•Council will object to recent 
cutbacks at Kaslo Primary Health, 
as requested by Anne Heard on 
behalf of the Kaslo Early Childhood 

Coalition. Heard states that the 
Kaslo Health Nurse and Pregnancy 
Outreach Worker’s hours have been 
significantly reduced. Council will 
submit a letter to West Kootenay 
Prevention Services and the RDCK 
objecting to the cutbacks. 

•Council received a media release 
from the RDCK announcing that the 
preliminary steps have been taken in 
selecting a new location for the Kaslo 
Transfer Station. Conestoga Rovers 
and Associates was the successful 
bidder in a call for proposals for 
the location, development and 
conceptual design for the facility. 
The RDCK anticipates the report in 
12 weeks and then will present the 
information to the community. 

•Council agreed to proposed 
changes to the current lease with 
the library, as follows: to delete the 
requirement for one year’s written 
notice; to extend the lease to 10 years 
with the library bearing the cost of 
additional advertising; to increase the 
base rental rate from $800 to $1,000; 
the library will be responsible for 
paying utilities based on a square 
footage formula including two 
storeys and the attached fire hall; 
the library will be responsible for 
content insurance purchased by the 
municipality; and there will be an 
option to renew for a further 10-year 
period. 

•Rick Korens attended as a 
delegation on behalf of Public Power 
Now, a group of local citizens who 
oppose the trend toward private 
hydropower production. Korens 
asked council if the group’s petition 
could be available at the Village 
office. He also asked for support for 
the group to lobby the provincial 
government to place a moratorium 
on private hydropower projects until 
a citizen’s advisory committee could 
review the privatization of public 
utilities. Korens also asked council 
to consider holding a plebiscite 

during the November civic elections 
requesting a moratorium on private 
hydro projects. Korens’ requests 
were referred to Municipal Services 
for recommendation. 

•Council approved the Kaslo 
Curling Club’s application to operate 
beer gardens during May Days near 
the food vendors in Vimy Park on 
May 17 and 19 and on the Logger 
Sports grounds on May 18. Council 
agreed to extend the operating hours 
from 11 am to 5 pm as requested by 
the May Days co-ordinator 

•Tamarra Nantel-MacCracken 
wrote to ask council to consider 
stopping candy from being thrown 
for children at the May Days 
Parade. Nantel-MacCracken voiced 
her concerns that many young 
children cannot eat hard candy 

without adverse effects and that it is 
dangerous for children to take candy 
from strangers. She suggested that 
the candy can be substituted with 
non-edible items such as magnets, 
pens, colored pencils or stickers. 
Council referred her concerns to 
the May Days Co-ordinator for 
consideration. 

•The following Recreation Grants 
were approved: KLISS (Periwinkle) 
$250 for toys and books; Kaslo and 
District Public Library, $230 for story 
time; Kaslo Area Youth Council, $500 
for skatepark; NCLCSS, $400 for 
Mother Goose; Kaslo Curling Club, 
$400 for a wheelchair lift; Kaslo Area 
Youth Council, $200 for rental space; 
Kaslo Golf Club, $470 for a mower; 
JVH School $350 for basketball; 
Kaslo Slo Pitch, $200; Kaslo Riding 

Club, $300 for the May Days Horse 
Show; St. Marks Church, $200 for a 
labyrinth. 

•Council received correspondence 
from the Kaslo Community Tourism 
Foundation committee explaining 
the benefits of forming a Destination 
Marketing Organization (DMO) for 
Nelson - Kootenay Lake. The role 
of DMO is to attract visitors to the 
area for the purpose of enhancing 
the local economy and to sell the 
area as a destination to potential 
visitors. Kaslo’s community tourism 
committee has approached the City 
of Nelson, the Village of Kaslo, and 
RDCK for start-up funding for the 
project through the use of Union of 
BC Municipalities Tourism Grants.

•Accounts Payable of $11, 143.98 
was approved for payment. 

Kaslo council, April 22: Bluebelle’s liquor licence amendment 

by Jan McMurray
The second draft of Kaslo’s 

OCP was presented to the public 
at a meeting on April 29 attended 
by about 30 people. Tom Lancaster 
of SmartGrowth BC, back on the 
job after a leave of absence, led 
the meeting. He wants residents’ 
feedback on the document, and has 
compiled a survey for that purpose.

The draft OCP and survey are 
available at the Village office, the 
library, the Pennywise office and at 
www.kootenays.sgas.bc.ca. There is 
a link to this website from the Village 
website (www.kaslo.ca). People are 
asked to complete the survey by 
May 20 and drop it off at the Village 
office, email it to the Village office 
or to tom@smartgrowth.bc.ca. A 
summary of the survey responses 
will be posted on the website about 
a week after the deadline.

At the meeting, Lancaster 
explained that the OCP is supposed 
to guide decision making in the 
Village. “Council is supposed to refer 
to the OCP and follow it,” he said. 

The philosophical foundation 
of the OCP is in the nine ‘guiding 
principles.’ These were determined 
from the results of a survey and a 
public ‘visioning exercise’ meeting 
last spring. The guiding principles 
are: encourage local self sufficiency; 
protect the local environment; 
encourage services that effectively 
support the diverse needs of the 
community; manage growth and 
change to effectively promote a 
more livable and sustainable Kaslo; 
support the housing needs of the 
entire community; maintain the 
unique character and image of the 
community; promote a resourceful 
and diverse economy; develop a 
public realm that reflects the spirit 
of the community; make it easy, 
enjoyable and safe to get around 
town.

Complementing the guiding 
principles are the Statements of Core 
Intent, which are sustainability, food 
security and smart growth. 

At another public meeting last 
fall, people brainstormed goals and 
strategies for each guiding principle. 
These are reflected in the ‘Policies’ 
section of the draft OCP, from pp. 
32-50. The first part of the survey 
asks you to read this section of the 
draft OCP and determine whether 
or not the policies achieve the 
objectives.

The second part of the survey 
asks general questions about the 
OCP.

The policies described on pp. 
32-50 and the land use plan described 
on pp. 19-31 are the ‘nuts and bolts’ 
of the OCP – the tools the Village 
can use to achieve community 
objectives. 

Maps on pp. 19 and 25 of the 

Kaslo asked to complete survey on draft OCP
draft OCP document are important 
to study. The map on p. 19 shows the 
land use designations and areas that 
are more suitable for high density 
development. The map on p. 25 
shows the Development Permit Areas 
(DPAs). Here, a development permit 
is required before any development 
takes place. There are also design 
guidelines for development within 
the Heritage and Commercial Core 
DPAs.

There were questions about 
high density at the open house, 
and Lancaster encouraged people 
to let him know what high density 
should look like. “If you are going 
to accommodate development in 
Kaslo, how are you going to do it? 
Duplexes? It’s up to you to say,” he 
said, adding that the areas marked as 
high density on the map are currently 
limited to three-storey buildings.

Someone else asked if the plan 
was calling for a sewage system for 
the high density areas. Lancaster said 
the community would have to look 
at this if the population was to grow. 
He mentioned district level sewage 
systems that are designed to serve a 
neighbourhood.

Someone pointed out an apparent 
conflict between high density and 

food security, as backyard gardens are 
not possible if there is no backyard. 
In response, people suggested that 
indoor, terrace and rooftop gardens 
were also possible.

Greg Lay asked about the 
adaptability of the plan in these 
changing times. He mentioned that 
there was a lot of interest in mining 
in Ainsworth at the moment, and 
this could have quite an impact. 
Lancaster said that legislation guides 
councils to review their OCPs every 
five years, although very few do the 
review that often.

Anne Malik pointed out that 
Kaslo’s two national historic sites 
were given only passing mention in 
the document. She said there were 
935 national historic sites in Canada, 
88 in BC, and seven in the East 
and West Kootenays. Of the seven, 
Kaslo has two. “We are guardians 
of these national treasures and I 
think that should be enshrined in 
this document,” she said. Lancaster 
agreed, and said it would be in the 
next draft.

Lancaster challenged attendees to 
speak to their friends and neighbours 
about the OCP and survey, and to try 
to get as many people to participate 
as possible.

by Jan McMurray
The Kootenay Association of 

Science and Technology (KAST) 
has announced the finalists for this 
year’s Spirit of Innovation Awards, and 
Marilyn Roberts of Kootenay Covers 
in Kaslo has been nominated for two 
of them.

KAST received a record number of 
submissions for its four awards this year, 
so it is indeed an honour for Roberts to 
have made the cut for not just one, but 
two of them – Innovative Individual and 
Most Promising Emerging Company.

“It was a real surprise for me!” 
exclaimed Roberts in an interview. “I 
didn’t think I would make the finalists in 
even one category, let alone two.”

Kootenay Covers are large net 
bags that go over cherry trees to keep 
out the worms. They have proven to 
be super effective and are a welcome 

alternative to spraying with pesticides. 
Roberts tried a number of ways to keep 
the worms out of her cherries before 
coming up with Kootenay Covers. 
When she had a patent search done, she 
discovered that no one had ever done 
this before.

The banquet and awards ceremony 
takes place May 22 at the Prestige in 
Nelson. The event includes an opening 
reception with a martini bar and live 
music, followed by an elegant four-
course meal with complimentary wine 
and decadent desserts. Multi media 
clips will showcase the innovative 
achievements of the sixteen Spirit of 
Innovation finalists. Of the sixteen 
contenders, four will be take home 
a prestigious Spirit of Innovation 
Award.

To purchase tickets, contact KAST 
at 250-483-5052 or www.kast.com.

Kaslo’s Kootenay Covers by 
Marilyn Roberts up for awards

submitted
Kaslo Concert Society and Piano 

Plus present Jeanne Lamon and Friends 
at St. Andrew’s United Church, Sunday, 
May 11, 7:30 pm. Lamon is conductor of 
Tafelmusik, an internationally renowned 
Canadian baroque music ensemble. 
Lamon’s musical friends for this concert 
will be flutist Elissa Poole, cellist 
Christina Mahler, and violist Stephen 
Marvin – all Tafelmusik veterans. 

The Piano Plus mandate is to provide 
classical music performances in Canada’s 
smaller centres. This program by four 

Tafelmusik conductor to grace Mother’s Day event
of Canada’s most respected players is 
sure to please even the most discerning 
listener. Included are flute quartets by 
Mozart, string trios by Beethoven and 
Boccherini, and Linda Catlin Smith’s 
Piece for Solo Flute. A perfect occasion to 
treat mother to dinner and a concert.

Advance tickets for Jeanne Lamon 
and Friends are available at Figments in 
Kaslo, or at the door. Adults $20, Seniors 
$18, Students $5. School-age children 
are free when accompanied by an adult 
patron. For further information contact 
354-5368 or 353-7539. 
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Want to 
contribute to the 

Valley Voice?
Why not consider a 

voluntary subscription? 
$10-$30 per year

LIVING

Get outta town
with 

Peter 
roulston

WANTED 
TO BUY: 

CEDAR AND 
PINE POLES
John Shantz

• 250-308-7941 (cell)

Please contact: Gorman 
Brothers Lumber Ltd.

250-547-9296

Kaslo Building 
Supplies

For all of your gardening 
needs – we help build 

gardens too

Mon - Sat – 8 am - 5 pm
6521 Highway 31 • Kaslo

Phone: 353-7628
Fax: 353-7740

www.kaslobuilding.com
kaslo.building@telus.net

with Jamie Barber

Computer 
Acting Up?

Call Ron at the Old Grey Barn 
250-265-2163

On the railroad 
road to Gerrard

Things still haven’t really started 
to warm up seriously yet this spring 
and in this first week of May the lake 
and creek levels remain as low as in 
late winter. Each year at this time 
the giant rainbow trout head up the 
Lardeau River to spawn in the short 
stretch of riverbed at the outlet of 
Trout Lake at Gerrard, but this year 
even they’re late.

While the famous spawning 
hinges on the time of season when the 
water level and flow and temperature 
are just so, I personally think the fish 
like to save the big spawning session 
to coincide with Mother’s Day, 
which is really quite sweet.

In the past I’ve described the 
pilgrimage to Trout Lake as a grand 
daytour completing the whole loop 
trip via Nakusp, New Denver, Kaslo, 
the valley clear on up to Trout Lake 

City and home past Galena Bay and 
Halcyon. There’s a ton of stuff to see 
on the tour and it can make for nearly 
too big a day if you see everything, 
so last week I did the visit to Gerrard 
only from New Denver and return 
with a friend who’d not seen that 
area. I’ll describe now jus the route 
from Kaslo to Gerrard along Hwy 
31, which follows the former CPR 
rain line beyond the north end of 
Kootenay Lake.

We had breakfast in Kaslo and 
bought picnic stuff there as well 
since there’s nothing available for 
food, gas or beer beyond Meadow 
Creek, though the store there is 
well set up. Highway 31 north from 
Kaslo is a scenic paved rollercoaster 
ride to Lardeau Village with great 
views across the lake to the Purcell 
Mountains and the tiny settlements 
of Argenta and Johnson’s Landing, 
plus lakeside cottages. Lardeau is 
where the lake paddlewheelers and 
boat traffic could land and load 
freight onto the short railroad going 
up the Lardeau to the south end of 
Trout Lake.

Make sure to have a map of this 
area to help enjoy the trip. From 
Lardeau the highway is flat but still 

curvy and hugs the shoreline to the 
end of Kootenay Lake where a vast 
delta and wildlife refuge can be 
seen. Have the binoculars handy, and 
watch for the signed trail that you can 
take into this rich, swampy habitat. 
After Cooper Creek (where you 
can turn off for the Duncan logging 
road and Jumbo Pass areas), Hwy 
31 enters a pocket prairie and the 
route crosses to the east side of the 
valley and views of Macbeth Icefield 
dominate the eastern horizon.

At Marblehead the paved road 
ends, but the graveled stretch from 
here is excellent and level going for 
the remaining 40 km to Gerrard. But 
after barely the first km you must 
watch for an unmarked lane on the 
left side of the road that goes into the 
marble quarry, only a few steps off 
the main road. There’s an amazing 
amount of graffiti on the walls of 
this cavern that was created when 
highgrade marble was sawn out and 
shipped all over Canada from this 
train stop. Read up on it or see the 
museum in Marblehead.

There’s also the well signed 
turnoff to the Duncan Dam overlooks 
and picnic area. It’s worth stopping at 
and will help you grasp what you’ll 

later see at Howser, only a bit further 
north of here. So do turn off at the 
Howser junction, then make the short 
detour over to BC Hydro’s Howser 
Rec Area. The Duncan Reservoir can 
fluctuate an amazing 45 metres and 
at this time of year there are huge 
sand dunes and a sea of stumps to 
behold. The boat launch ramp drops 
way, way down to the low water level 
and the whole place is surreal.

Okay, now further up the road, 
but I forget how far, is the John 
Fenger Cedar Grove, well signed 
on the left side of the road. Big fat 
cedar trees to wander among just off 
the road, but there was still too much 
late snow on May 1st to try taking the 
walk. You’ll see many striking views 
of the Lardeau River along the way, 
and the crossings at Cascade, Poplar, 
Rapid, Tenderfoot and Mobs Creek 
are all worth a photo…

Finally you roll into Gerrard at 
the south end of Trout Lake with the 
bridge, platform to see the fish and 
some signage and even free parking! 
The fish are late this year so you can 
catch the show likely anytime till late 
May this year. I myself find this part 
of the tour somewhat disappointing 
with the fish being not at all talkative 

and basically doing their own thing, 
darn. But it is significant to witness 
once anyhow, as around 400 huge 
fish of genetic distinction return 
to this perfect 400-metre piece of 
riverbed.

So, as I said, from here you can 
go for it and rumble up and around 
scenic Trout Lake on the bumpy 
logging road/highway and complete 
the big loop tour, or else depending 
where you may have started, simply 
do this portion for now and come in 
from the other end as another tour 
altogether. Yeah, maybe I’ll do that, 
then write all about that.

Peter Roulston owns the Bicycle 
Hospital in New Denver, and does not 
understand fish culture. 358-2133

Lawn mower 
maintenance

The lawnmowers are starting 
to plug up the shop these days. We 
have about 25 or so of the things in at 
this moment, so I am getting a pretty 
good look at what goes wrong with 
uncared–for machines. Spring has 
been late this year and I thought it 
might be a good idea to go over some 
maintenance issues associated with 
our lawn care machines.

This is a great time to give a 
little care and attention to your 
lawnmower. Chances are that it has 
just sat in a corner of your shed for 
these interminable winter months 
and now has to be brought to life. 
First of all, get rid of that old gasoline 
that has sat in the tank all winter. 
Replace it with a new charge. If 

you were smart enough to add fuel 
conditioner to the tank in the fall, 
you’ll probably have no trouble 
starting it, but if you simply pushed it 
into its corner, you may have trouble 
getting it to fire up. Here is the drill 
for recalcitrant engines.

First of all, check for spark at the 
spark plug. Take out the spark plug; 
keep it hooked to the high-tension 
lead and ground the plug to the metal 
body of the engine. You have to hold 
down the safety start lever on the 
handle of the lawnmower and then 
give the engine a few turns with 
the pull cord. You should see a fat 
blue spark at the plug. If you don’t, 
replace the plug with a new one and 
try again. 

It is not unusual to have spark 
plugs degenerate over the winter. 
After all, they are in a moist, closed 
environment where they can easily 
corrode. If you still don’t get a spark, 
check out your procedure to make 
sure you are doing things right. If 
you still aren’t getting spark, you 
have a problem. 

Most modern lawnmowers use 

an electronic spark system that is 
virtually bombproof. I seldom see 
these systems go wrong. However, 
if you have the old magneto point 
system, there is often a problem with 
corroded points that will need to be 
cleaned and gapped. This requires 
the removal of the flywheel and 
some specialized tools. You can 
easily do it yourself, but it might be 
a good idea to have someone that 
has done the procedure before run 
you through it. 

Once you have determined that 
you have spark, put about a teaspoon 
of gas directly into the cylinder 
through the spark plug hole and 
re-insert the plug. Be careful not 
to over tighten the plug as you can 
easily strip out the threads in the soft 
aluminum. Try giving the mower a 
few tugs on the starter cord and it 
should fire right up. If it doesn’t, you 
may have further problems, or you 
managed to get too much gas into 
the cylinder and have flooded it. For 
the latter situation, adjust the throttle 
position to wide open and continue 
to pull the starter cord until it starts 

or you are worn out. Make sure the 
choke isn’t on.

The most common situation is 
that your machine fires up and runs 
smoothly, or runs smoothly for only 
a few seconds and then dies. If you 
can’t keep it running, repeat the 
priming procedure that I outlined 
previously and try things again. If you 
still can’t keep it running, you likely 
have a problem in the carburetor due 
to accumulation of gunk because you 
didn’t use fuel stabilizer when you 
put things away.

You’ll have to remove the carb 
and clean all the jets, needle valve 
etc. If you haven’t done this before, 
take it to someone to help you out. If 
things still won’t start on reassembly, 
I guess it’s time for professional 
help. 

Assuming that you can get your 
machine running, spring is a great 
time to change the oil and sharpen 
the blade. You change the oil by 
removing the oil drain plug at the 
base of the engine, from underneath. 
Replace the plug after draining and 
refill things with 10W30 oil that you 
use in your car. You can sharpen the 
blade with an angle grinder without 
removing it from its shaft, or you 
can take off the retaining bolt and 
sharpen it on a bench grinder. If you 
pursued the latter course, be sure 
that on assembly, you have inserted 
the two studs on the flange base 
with the two slots on the blade. Be 
sure to tighten the bolt securely or 
it will loosen and cause all kinds of 
damage.

You should now be set for a 
summer worth of work out of your 
machine. Just remember that old 
maxim “grease is cheaper than 
parts” – a little bit of maintenance 
goes a long way to keeping your 
lawnmower running longer and more 
reliably.

Gardening 101
May – Are you 
ready?!

It is here, yes, spring is here. 
Still chilly at night and mornings, 
but that will not stop nature from 
growing on!

All things that can go in the 
garden if not already in:

-Peas, flowering and veg
-Salad mixes, lettuce, radishes, 

kales, collards, broccoli, kohlrabi, 
pretty much any of the brassica 
family, depends more on if you want 
a winter harvest or summer harvest 
for them. Cabbage ready for winter 
storage would not be planted until 
late July sometime, maybe August.

Another note on brassicas, I 
would start most in flats for good 
spacing when planting outside. (Not 
radishes though, you can actually 
have those planted early fall for early 
spring crops) If any brassicas die at 
the stem that indicates a common 
fungus, damping off, simply re-seed 
in fresh soil and spray with garlic to 
kill the fungus

-Potatoes, Jerusalem artichokes
-Onions that were started indoors 

and have roots coming out are ready 
for the ground

-Beets can withstand a frost or 
two, which we are still susceptible 

too.
I have found using a mulch of 

straw will help keep plants warm 
at night, and the cats out. Another 
fabulous trick is to prop some old 
windows above or leaning over the 
plants.

Recently reading John Jeavon’s 
latest “How to Grow More Vegetable” 
I came across a great graph that re-
instates how essential and easy it is to 
be self-sufficient with our gardens. 

When planning, think of your 
crops accordingly: 60% calorie/
protein and cover/soil building 
crops; 30% hearty root vegetables; 
10% vitamin/mineral salad greens 
and such.

Now the 60% calorie/protein 
and cover crops for soil building 
means – yes! We can grow grains 
and build our soil at the same time. 
These are your double whammy 
crops like corn, amaranth, quinoa, 
chickens, beans, peas, barley, flax, 
and oats. Minus the corn, all of 
these can be planted anytime now. 
Start experimenting with growing 
different grains and if the process 
doesn’t provide good grain, it still 
grew soil! It is essential to include 
soil and composting building crops 
within your plan. As we all think 
about how to grow our diets, we must 
also realize that doing so diminishes 
our soils and if we want to lighten our 

load of imported food, we must also 
rebuild our soils.

See Salt Spring Seeds Zero Mile 
Diet kit for a great beginning to grain 
experiments. We will be planting 
many of these in the demonstration 
garden at Kaslo’s Community 
Garden.

May 19th Kaslo celebrates 
Maydays with a Garden Festival. 

Chris Holt, landscape, xeriscaper, 
nature’s messenger extraordinaire 
will be speaking at 2 pm on May 19th 
at the Garden Festival in Kaslo.

The Kaslo Food Security Project 
will be announcing our Lawns to 
Gardens winners at the MayDays 
Garden Festival – come see who gets 
the lawn makeover that also feeds a 
family and reduces carbon footprints 
by 665g of greenhouse gases per KG 
of produce not shipped in! 

S e e :  h t t p : / / w w w .
localfooddirectory.ca/foodshed/
geobrowser/# for more information 
on the above statistic.

Also, looking to sell some of your 
local food? Looking to buy more local 
food? Check out the all new West 
Kootenay Local Food Directory at 
http://nklcss.org/food.php.

May you all get lost in the budding 
trees, bees and dirt.

Aimee Watson
Kaslo Food Security Project

aimeewatson@nklcss.org
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Oso Renewable Energy
Buy the tools for a secure energy future

Solar, Microhydro, products and installation
Competitive prices on all your independent

Home and Business energy products
www.OsoSolar.com - Kip

250-358-2660 or 406-752-6837

18

 Passmore
 Laboratory Ltd.
Water Testing • Flow Measurements
CAEAL certified to test drinking water
We’re in the Valley at: 1-250-226-7339
Jennifer & Tony Yeow passlab4@netidea.com

CLASSIFIED ADS

RESTAURANT/WINE & BEER

Ann’s Natural Foods
Ann Bunka

- 358-2552 -
805 Kildare St., New Denver

• Zack Graphics & Inks •
Printer Sales ~ Discount Inkjet Cartridges
Photo Papers ~ Guaranteed Inkjet refills

eBay Marketing ~ Digitial Design

250-358-2111 • izack@telus.net
612 Josephine St. • Box 292 • New Denver, BC V0G 1S0

Beside Slocan Park Service
2976 Highway 6, Slocan Park

Wine & Beer Making Kits 
to satisfy all budgets!

Winlaw Brew-Op

5972 Cedar Creek Road, Winlaw • 226-7328

Take-Home Kits, or Brew it with Us!
open 11:00 to 6:00 tues. to Sat.

    Summer HourS
      7 Am - 10 Pm

QUALITY PIZZA anytime!
265-4880
Air Conditioned

93-5th Ave. nakusp
Non-Smoking

laceNick’s

P
Seven Days a Week!

open tuesday - Sunday
9 am - 4 pm

Main St. New Denver 358-2381

Specialty Coffees, Teas, 
U-Brews and Kits for Home
                    • Open Every DayNAKUSP  265-4701

Slocan Village Market
Groceries, fresh produce, fresh meat, 

Agency Liquor, organic foods, 
in-store deli, in-store bakery.

Open 7 days/week, 9 am - 7 pm
Slocan, BC • ph:355-2211 • fax: 355-2216

Lemon Creek 
Lodge & Campground

Year-round facility
Licensed Restaurant
Open Thurs - Sun

5 PM - 8 PM
1-877-970-8090 tfn

www.jonesboysboats.com
Ainsworth, British Columbia

4080 Hwy 31 N
Call: 1-877-552-6287

(250) 353-2550 Fax (250) 353-2911

HARBERCRAFT

LeSTeR KoeNeMAN
Phone 265-3128 or

24-hour Fax 265-4808
Broadway St. Nakusp

Ph: 359-7111  Fax: 359-7587
www.playmorpower.com

Playmor Junction Hwy 6 & 3A
1043 Playmor

ENGINEERED WITH YOU IN MIND

Re-Awakening
Health Centre• Health Products

• Books
• Greeting Cards

320 BRoADWAy ST. NAKUSP  265-3188

PAuLA ConrAD
Home: (250) 358-2707

Selkirk realty
265-3635

Free Consultation

e-mail: paulaconrad@royallepage.ca
Website: www.royallepage.ca/selkirkrealty

HUB INTeRNATIoNAL 
BARToN 

inSurAnCe 
BRoKeRS

For all your 
inSurAnCe 

needs
265-3631

1-800-665-6010

NEW DENVER  
358-2443 358-7292

Your Local Grocer

SILVERTON

The Apple Tree 
Sandwich Shop

Soup, Sandwiches & Desserts
358-2691

Mon. - Fri. 7 A.M. - 4 P.M.
Sat. 11 A.M. - 4 P.M.

Tammy Peitzsche
“Your Valley Specialist”
   - Honesty
   - Integrity
   - Customer Service
Free Market Evaluation
isoldit@shaw.ca
365-9640

 GROCERY • HEALTH FOOD

RECREATION

PROFESSIONAL SERVICES

REAL ESTATE

Advertise in the Valley Voice. It pays!!!
Call 358-7218 for details or email: valleyvoice@netidea.com

BUSINESS DIRECTORY

Fresh Produce, 
Free Range 

Eggs, Imported 
Cheeses, 

Specialty & 
Ethnic Foods

212 Broadway, Nakusp • 265-4039

Paradise Restaurant
Pizza - Open Late

Now serving chicken
Take out or dine in
358-7125 • 358-7929

12 Lake Ave • Silverton, BC
Legendary Meats 

Bulk - Beef, Pork, Buffalo 
and Sausage Sales

Custom Cutting & Sausage 
Making, Curing & Smoking 

of Bacons & Hams

Winter Hours: Thursdays & Fridays
9 am till 5 pm

Phone: 226-7803
2826 Hwy 6 • Slocan Park

MEAT CUTTING

This space could be yours for 
$10.00 + GST per issue.
Call 358-7218 or email: 

valleyvoice@netidea.com
for details

• Spring Cleaning • Home Detailing 
• House Prepping • Painting

Call now for your free consultation!
265-0241

Window 
Washing 
Gutter 

Cleaning 

WRITER/EDITOR

AnnounCementS
AGNES CLOUGH AND MERLE 
CLOUGH - A gathering of remembrance 
on May 24, 2008. Graveside service at 11:30 
am at the Slocan cemetery, followed by lunch 
at the Legion Hall in Slocan. Everyone is 
invited to join us to share memories.
THE BURTON SENIOR Citizens’ 
Association is currently considering a 
second printing of “Whistle Stops Along 
the Columbia River Narrows,” a book about 
the history of Burton and area. Anyone 
interested in purchasing a copy is asked to 
call either Gale Detta at 265-3191 or Harry/
Brenda May at 265-2280.

AutomotiVe
1993 TOYOTA FORERUNNER SUV. 
241,000 kms original. $3800. 1985 GL 
TEMPO. 4-door. 221,000 kms original. 
$700. 265-4914.
1999 VW BEETLE - Excellent condition. 
171,000 kms. One owner, power windows, 
keyless entry, 6-CD changer, 5-speed std. 
825-4353.

BUSINeSS oPPoRTUNITIeS
WANT TO START YOUR OWN 
BUSINESS?  Community Futures 
offers business counselling and start-up 
information. Appointments available in 
Nakusp and New Denver. Contact Marilyn 
Rivers at 265-3674, ext. 201 or email 
nakusp@futures.bc.ca.

CARD oF THANKS
THANK YOU to everyone in this 
wonderful community for contributions 
to the silent auction, and to businesses 
for door prizes, and to the Gustafsons for 
their hard work, and JoAnn for pulling it 
together. Thank You Tana, Barb, Denny 
and Pat and volunteers that helped at the 
benefit. We cannot say enough about our 
community and how special you have all 
made Doug and I feel. “Payback’s a bitch!” 
(quoted by Doug).

Doug Sexton and Shelley Pentland
MANY THANKS to all those who 
attended Laustin’s “2 not 1” debut Silverton 

performance, to the Friends of Silverton 
Memorial Hall who helped make it all 
possible and especially to Kathy Provan. 
If you missed the show or would like to 
follow Laustin’s further musical adventures, 
check out: http://www.myspace.com/
laustinmusic, www.laustinmusic.com 
(currently under construction), www.
justinebennett.com, www.larrybagby.com.
I WOULD LIKE to extend my sincere thanks 
to everyone who helped make the Jimmy 
Bowskill show in Silverton on Saturday a 
success! They include: Winlaw Mini-Mart, 
Mountain Valley Station, Silverton Building 
Supplies, The Apple Tree and The Silverton 
Resort. Special thanks to Kathy and Ron 
Provan and Gary Willman, whose efforts 
went well above and beyond to make this 
event happen. In addition, I would also like 
to thank Holly and Jon and their fine band, as 
well as J.C. VanBreugel for the great job of 
providing exceptional sound, Brian Waller for 
the lighting and all of the volunteers from the 
Silverton Memorial Hall. Last, but not least, 
Jimmy and Steve Bowskill, Richard Brown 
and Gord Light.

Bart Scannell
CominG eVentS

THE KOOTENAY DANCEBEAT 
SOCIETY presents a Social Ballroom Dance 
at Brent Kennedy School, South Slocan on 
the second Saturday of every month until 
June. Mini Lesson 7:30pm, Dancing 8 pm - 
11 pm. Everyone Welcome! Cost $5.00. For 
more info www.dancingbeat.org
NEW DENVER MAY DAY MARKET, 
Monday, May 19. For info - Anita 358-7731. 
$15/space.
GARDEN FEST IN NEW DENVER, Sat. 
May 24, 10-3. Friday Market site – all things for 
and from the garden. Vendors please phone DJ 
Wright 358-7200, spaces $10. All proceeds to 
Slocan Lake Garden Society (SLUGS).
BETTY L. FAHLMAN STUDIO presents 
1st Annual ‘Spring Art Show’ May 17,18,19; 
10 to 4pm, 140 Alexander Rd. Nakusp. Art 
work by Audrey Jansen, Betty L. Fahlman, 
Boukje Elzinga.

IN THE LANGHAM Art Gallery the work 
of Roger Fry entitled “Art (His) Story – A 
Family Legacy”. Curated by his great grand 
daughter Eliza Fry. You are invited to the 
opening Friday May 9th from 7 to 9 pm. 
Refreshments served.
MEMBERS OF THE SLOCAN VALLEY 
Community Presbyterian Church welcome 
everyone to a service at 10 am on Sunday at 
the Passmore Hall. Come and enjoy music 
and praise that will lift your spirits. Come 
and celebrate. For exact location and more 
info, phone 226-7567.
Passmore Seniors MOTHER’S DAY 
PANCAKE BREAKFAST, Sunday, May 
11th, 9am-1pm, Passmore Hall, 3656 Old 
Passmore Road, $7 adults, $4 under 12, 
226-6860.
THE NEW DENVER FRIDAY 
MARKET begins its 13th season on 
June 6th. This market features fresh local 
produce and artisan’s wares. Happening 
every Friday in downtown New Denver, 
10 am to 2 pm. For info: fridaymarket@
netidea.com or phone 358 7733.
Don’t miss THE STUDENT ART SHOW 
at the Hidden Garden Gallery. Opening on 
Thursday, May 15th from 4-6 with music 
and refreshments. The show continues on 
May 16 -18, Friday, Saturday, and Sunday 
from 11 to 4. Check it out!
CHILDREN’S AUTHOR HELAINE 
BECKER will read at the Nakusp Public 
Library on Tuesday, May 13th at 1 pm. This 
is a free program and everyone is invited.
SPRING IT ON – Kids’ carnival games, 
races, BBQ and more. Sat., May 24, 
11:30-3:00 at WE Graham School (Slocan).
FARMERS MARKET in Nakusp beside 
What’s Brewing on Broadway, opening 
May 17, 2008, 8:30 am-1 pm. All vendors 
welcome. For info phone Lynn 265-4432 
or Phoebe 265-4325.
BALLROOM, LATIN, SWING private 
and group classes ongoing. Info – istar@
uniserve.com. 1-250-358-2448.
JUST BACK from the Japanese Canadian 
National Museum - The New Canadian - a 

show about the vital role of the Japanese 
Canadian Newspaper from 1942 to 1945 in 
Kaslo, British Columbia. Developed by the 
Langham Cultural Society and Curated by 
Ian Fraser. Opening Friday May 9th from 
7 - 9 PM refreshments served.
URANIUM EXPERT Leuren Moret 
comes to New Denver’s Knox Hall on May 
10, 10 am to noon. Sponsored by Uranium 
Free Kootenay Boundary. 
S L O C A N  VA L L E Y  W O M E N ’ S 
INSTITUTE’S 3rd ANNUAL PLANT 
& GARAGE SALE includes bake sale, 
concession and live music plus more garage 
sales throughout the town. Slocan City, Sat. 
May 10 from 9 am to 2 pm.
STRING TRIO CONCERT &VFA Open 
House. Saturday, May 17, 7 pm, Silverton 
Gallery. Please see article this issue for 
program and performer details.
MOTHER’S DAY YARD SALE. Saturday, 
May 18, 10 am. 806 Bellevue, New Denver. 
Same block as the museum. 

eDuCAtion
FOUND! The Ultimate Alternative School! 
The VALLICAN WHOLE SCHOOL is 
ACCEPTING REGISTRATIONS for 
Kindergarten to Grade 7 for the 2008-2009 
school year. 35 years of experience offering 
a vibrant teacher-parent cooperative, 
creative child-centered learning, small 
classes in a family-like setting. BC certified 
teachers and curriculum. Call Rachel for 
more information at 226-7737.
“UNDERSTANDING THE FEMALE 
PELVIC FLOOR” and Prenatal Yoga 
workshop, Nelson, May 15-16. www.
motherwellness.com. Registration: 
1-866-862-4784.
WANNA LEARN TO BLOW GLASS? 
A Stones Throw Glass House offers one 
on one beginner flameworking lessons in 
Passmore. Call 226-7156 for bookings.

CONTINUING EDUCATION/ADULT 
LEARNING CENTRE NAKUSP
B U I L D I N G  H E A L T H Y 
COMMUNITES FOR FAMILIES 
CONFERENCE, May 9, 10 – call us 
for more information.
OCCUPATIONAL FIRST AID LEVEL 
1, May 30;
O CCU PATIO N A L F IRS T A ID 
Transportation Endorsement, May. 31;
SIMPLY ACCOUNTING, Level 2, May 
23, 24, 30;
MANAGING YOUR SEWING 
MACHINE, May 24;
SEWING TECHNIQUES, May 24, 
prerequisite Managing Your Sewing 
Machine;
SUPERHOST, dedicated to providing 
exceptional customer service May 24; 
YOU MUST PRE-REGISTER FOR 
ALL CLASSES. 
For more information and registration 
call Selkirk College 265-4077 

enerGy ProDuCtS
SOLAR POWER! Hot!...Micro-hydro, 
Cool!...Don’t get caught with your trousers 
around your knees when the shift happens. OSO 
RENEWABLE ENERGY.com, 358-2660. 

For rent
OFFICE OR RETAIL SPACE - 16’ x 24’, 
next to Silverton Building Supplies on highway. 
$265.00/month. Call 250-358-2293.
FOR RENT IN NEW DENVER – 
Single wide 3 bedroom trailer. Addition 
with woodstove, carport. $700/month 
includes hydro and water. 250-426-7814 
or 421-7034.Next Valley 

Voice Deadline 
May 16

Advertise in the Valley Voice
Your locally-owned, independent 

community newspaper
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SOCKEYE SAWMILLS
 SLOCAN, BC
  • Custom on-site milling 
  • Timber/Lumber sales
  • Cedar posts, fencing, decking
  • Untreated landscape ties
Phone: 355-0024 • email: sockeye@telus.net

SAWMILLHALL LUMBER 
& BUILDING SUPPLIES

open mon, tues, Wed, Fri & Sat 
10 am to 5 pm

PHone 250-269-0043
Find us at 280 Lower Inonoaklin Rd. 

Edgewood, BC

COLES RENTALS
AERATORS, HEATERS (PROPANE & ELECTRIC)

PLATE TAMPERS, JUMPING JACKS, REBAR 
BENDER JACKHAMMERS, HAMMER DRILLS, 

CONCRETE MIXERS, CONCRETE SAWS, 
TILECUTTERS, BLOCKCUTTERS, SCAFFOLDING, 
FLOOR SANDERS, FLOOR NAILERS, ROOFING 
NAILERS, FRAMING NAILERS, GENERATORS, 

WATER PUMPS, COMPRESSORS, LAWN 
TRACTORS, PRESSURE WASHERS, ROTO 

TILLER, PROPERTY PIN LOCATOR, CHIPPER/
SHREDDER, GAS POST HOLE DIGGER, 
WOODSPLITTER ...AND MUCH MORE!
PHONE 358-2632
1-888-358-2632

WEST KOOTENAY
MACHINE SHOP

915 Front Street
Nelson, BC V1L 4C1
(Railway Side Access)

General Machining
Parts Repaired or 

Remanufactured

Shop Phone/Fax
250-352-2123

Dave Smith     Owner/Machinist

MOUNTAIN VALLEY STATION
BOTTLE DEPOT

Slocan City • 355-2245
Open MON - SAT  9-5

Your “Bottle Drive” Specialists

FOR ALL YOUR 
PROPANE NEEDS

359-7373
1-800-471-5630

Your local bulk dealer & service centre

• Ready Mix Concrete • 
• Lock Blocks • Septic Tanks •

• Drain Rock • 
• Road Crush • Sand & Gravel • 

• Dump Trucks • excavator • 
• Crusher •

• Coloured Concrete • 
• Site Preparation •

Box 1001, Nakusp, BC, V0G 1R0
Ph. 265-4615 • 265-4328 (eves)

Lower Arrow Contracting
• Residential & Commercial 

Construction  
Property development, subdivision & services

For estimates or consultation call
Bob or Kevin (250) 269-7497

Slocan Auto &
Truck Repairs

24 hour towing 
BCAA, Slocan, BC  

355-2632

24 Hour toWinG
1007 HWy 23, NAKUSP

PH: 265-4577

• welding repairs • full service 
& repair • licenced technician • 

radiator repairs & service • mobile 
service available • fast, friendly 

Installation and maintenance 

call Jim Berrill
(250) 359-5922

JEMS Propane Ltd.

COMPUTER

Grey Barn Computers

Ron Nymeyer
212 4th Ave NW

Nakusp

250-265-2163
theoldgreybarn@hotmail.com

  Service
  Repairs
  Upgrades
  Sales

ken@palmercomputerservices.com

Palmer 
Computer 
Services

- Repairs 
- Upgrades 

- Consulting
Microsoft Certified 
Systems EngineerPhone: 355-2235

ICF Building Products
“We provide Star Service”    

1-888-289-4731

111 Mcdonald Drive, Nelson, BC
ph 250-352-3191

sales@mainjet.ca • www.mainjet.ca

EQUIPMENT RENTAL

LAUNDROMAT
HAIR

NAKUSP GLASS
201 Broadway

265-3252
The clear choice for 
all your glass needs!

RECYCLING

SALES & SERVICE
98 - 1st Street, Nakusp • 265-4911

OPEN 6 DAYS A WEEK
CHAINSAWS
• Stihl
• Husqvarna
MOWERS
• Snapper
• Toro
• Lawnboy

TRIMMERS
• Homelite
• Stihl • Toro
• Husqvarna
SMALL ENGINES
• Tecumseh
• Briggs & Stratton

For all your painting needs
Call

NAKUSP
mAintenAnCe

Free Written Quotations
265-3082 • cell: 265-1574
email: sapietis@telus.net

Mark Adams
Certified General Accountant

P.O. Box 279
New Denver, BC 
V0G 1S0

BUS. 250-358-2411

ACCOUNTANT

AUTOMOTIVE • SMALL MOTORS • MACHINE SHOP

Beside Slocan Park Service
2976 Highway 6, Slocan Park

Tradesman Electric
commercial • residential 

new construction • renovations
Reliable friendly service

Free Estimates Call Steve 226-7163

358-7769

AvA’s  
Hair studio

Far right entrance of the Wild Rose Restaurant in Rosebery

Tuesday to Friday 10-4 
open late Thursdays

Advertise in the Valley Voice
Your locally owned, independent 

community newspaper

Nakusp   265-4406
BCAA Towing

Caribou Service
(250) 265-3191

5549 Frontage Road
Burton, BC

24 Hr Towing and Recovery
Auto Repairs & Tires

Auto Parts

CONSTRUCTION • HOME • GARDEN 
JEWELRY

FLORIST

Jo’s Jewelry
Custom work and repair in 

silver and Gold, by appointment

358-2134
new denver, Goldsmith Jo-anne barClay

HEALTH
Hand & Soul Healing Centre

Chiropractor, Larry Zaleski, D.C.
Mondays & Fridays - Silverton

Every other Wednesday in Winlaw or Nakusp
Counsellor/Healing Facilitator

Sue Mistretta, M.A., CCC.
358-2177 Silverton & Winlaw

Support the Valley Voice with a voluntary subscription!
Only $10 - $30 per year Susan L. Yurychuk • 250-358-6804

By Appointment Only • New Denver

myofascial release • deep tissue massage • relaxation massage

MASSAGE

BUSINESS DIRECTORY

Fresh Flowers for all occasions!! Delivery to New Denver

212 Broadway, Nakusp • 265-4039

CLASSIFIED ADS

Fern’s
Now delivering to New Denver 

& Silverton on Saturdays!
Call me and we can arrange anything!
KASLo: Phone/Fax: 1-250-353-7474

Serving the Slocan, Arrow Lakes & 
North Kootenay Lake Valleys

1-866-355-9037
1-250-355-2790

hanspainting@telus.net

Interior painting in wintertime
* Air treated for odours & offgassing

“Offers a wide 
variety of home 

improvements...”

Interior Renovations 
& Repairs
Chris Wasiak

PO Box 972
Nakusp, BC  V0G 1R0
ph   250.265.0050
fax  250.265.0160
cell 250.265.1285
chriswasiak@telus.net

YOUR VALLEY COMFORT AND BLAZE KING DEALER 
SPECIALIZING IN WOOD/ELECTRIC, WOOD/OIL AND 

WOOD/GAS COMBINATION FURNACES
Certified • Insured

COMPLETE SALES 
SERVICE AND 
INSTALLATION

Slocan City, BC • (250) 355-0088
website: www.kootenayfurnace.com

email: kfurnace@netidea.com

and

Certified organic Bedding Plants
Selected Perennials
9:00 - 5:00 Daily, 

april through June

Perry Siding  •  355-2459
7231 Avis Rd. This space could be yours for 

$10.00 + GST per issue.
Call 358-7218 or email: 

valleyvoice@netidea.com
for details

HeALtH
YOGA AT THE DOMES - Monday and 
Saturday mornings 9-10:30, Thursday 
Afternoons 4-5:30. Drop in $10 or $50 
package the 6th session is free. Find balance 
and relaxation through movement. Call 
Madeleine for any questions 358-2475.
FULL SPECTRUM BODY WORK 
offers deep tissue and stress reduction 
treatments in the privacy of your own 
home. For additional info and to book 
appointments please call 358-6808.

CRANIAL SACRAL THERAPY with 
Darlene. Deep fluid inner massage available 
alternate Tuesdays at Hand and Soul, 
Silverton. Call 358-2177.
YOGA, FELDENKRAIS and THAI 
MASSAGE in Nakusp. Available for 
workshops in the West Kootenay. Nakusp 
Movement & Wellness Centre. Tyson Bartel 
265-3827.
PILATES WITH SUSAN in Nakusp 
– Discover this powerful, head to toe, 
workout for all levels. Register for beginner 
or intermediate classes. Call 265-4952.

HeLP WAnteD
DISHWASHER & WAIT STAFF 
WANTED. Thursday-Sunday evenings. 
Restaurant experience preferred. Call 
Lilliana at the Wild Rose 358-7744.
DO YOU LIKE TO CLEAN? We are 
looking for casual help to clean cabins. 
Please call Karin @ 358-2362.
DRYWALLER WANTED for small 
roofing repair job in the New Denver Post 
Office. Please come in to view job and 
discuss requirements.

LoSt
LOST – SERTA MATTRESS, wrapped in 
plastic, somewhere between the Brick and 
Thrums, Sunday, May 4. Reward 352-9657.

notiCeS
FOR INFORMATION ON AA MEETINGS 
contact Dave 358-7265; John 265-4924; 
Tonio 358-7158; Dave 353-2658; Joan 
355-2805; Dan 359-7817; Bill 226-7705.

rentAL WAnteD
PROFESSIONAL COUPLE SEEKING 
HOUSE in the area – Hills to Silverton by 
June 1st. 358-7296.

SerViCeS
RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL 
SEPTIC TANK CLEANING: “Serving 
the Valley” 7 days/wk, 24-hr. All-Around 
Septic Services, Don Brown (250) 
354-3644, emergency 352-5676.
ROGAN ELECTRIC  Residential, 
commercial, industrial wiring. Local 
references available. All work guaranteed. 
“We get the job done.” 353-9638.
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Global Gift 
Discoveries 

Inspiring 
Arts 

318  Broadway  S t .   Nakusp ,  BC   265 -3288

New Local Art
Pottery by Susan Janzen • Oil paintings by Boukje Elzinga  

Carvings and prints by Lewis Sherrod

REOPENS 
MAY 8

OPEN MAY 
DAY MONDAY!

SPRING HOURS:
THURS, FRI, SAT, SUN 

5-9 pm
FOR RESERVATIONS

PLEASE CALL:

358-7744

Hola!

Located in Rosebery, BC

and she’s survived by one sister (Nel), daughter 
Sylvia (John), sons Ben (Carla) and Fred (Jan), six 
grandchildren and eight great grandchildren. Family 
and friends are invited to an informal gathering at 
Ali’s house between 1:00 pm and 4:30 pm on May 
18, 2008. In lieu of flowers and gifts, donations can 
be made directly to the Canadian Cancer Society, 
the Slocan Lake Hospital Auxiliary, or the New 
Denver Library.

Jan Bradshaw-Molloy Aug. 29/56 - Apr. 16/08
Jan passed away April 16 at home after a 

lengthy illness. She was predeceased by her beloved 
father Bruce Bradshaw, and is survived by her 
mother, Donna Bradshaw, her children Jasmine 
Danielson and Joseph Danielson, her three sisters, 
her grand-daughter “Little Kay”, and her beloved 
husband, Willy Molloy.

Jan was involved with a number of causes, 

from all of us at...

MOUNTAIN 
VALLEY 

STATION 
in Slocan City

Gas/Auto Propane/Diesel/Store/Video rentals
Sears/Ace/Purolator/Bottle Depot/ATM

NOW OPEN:
8-8 DAILY

Treat Mom to one of the 
Biggest and Best Ice Cream 

Cones in the Valley!

Bottle Depot Hours: Mon - Sat 9-5
Closed Sundays & Holidays

most notably Nelson-based ANKORS, where she 
served on the board as a director. She was also an 
animal-lover who owned dogs, cats, birds, and took 
in homeless pets from PALS in Nakusp, until they 
could be found a permanent home.

Jan was also an ardent amateur florist, who 
took great delight designing beautiful flower 
arrangements for St. Anthony’s Catholic Church in 
New Denver each time there was a service there.

Thanks go out to Dr. Burkholder, the 
ambulance crew from Nakusp, Gail Hiebert and 
the Catholic ladies’ auxiliary in New Denver, Father 
Marcel, St. Anthony’s Catholic Church, Bosun Hall, 
and the many friends and acquaintances who have 
been so helpful over the past couple of weeks.

Funeral services were held April 23 at St. 
Anthony’s. Jan’s ashes will be spread later in a 
private ceremony.

Wilfred Frank Morton
December 26, 1919 to April 27, 2008

Frank died peacefully at the Oak Bay Kiwanis 
Pavilion in Victoria. He is survived by his wife of 
62 years, Isabelle and by daughter Betty and her 
children, Jay and Mika; daughter Joan (Richard) 
and her children, Sarah (Galen) and Jennifer; and 
son Bruce (Carol) and his children, Jeanie, Heather, 
and Robert; as well as his sister Mary, numerous 
nieces and nephews, and many friends.

Frank was born in Sandon, BC and grew up in 
the Kootenays. He was a veteran of WWII where he 
served as a FO with 422 squadron of the RCAF.

After the war he earned a BSc in Agriculture 
at UBC and had a distinguished career with the BC 
Department of Agriculture starting in Kelowna and 

retiring in Victoria. Raising his family in Kelowna 
he was actively involved in community activities 
including the Kelowna Yacht club and Kelowna 
Ski club.

After retiring he pursued many hobbies, travel, 
and activities involving his grandchildren. Frank 
will be remembered for his love of his family, quiet 
sense of humour, and passion for the outdoors.

We would like to thank the staff of Oak Bay 
Kiwanis Pavilion for their kind and compassionate 
care of Frank. In lieu of flowers, memorial 
donations may be made to Alzheimer’s Society or 
the charity of your choice.

In celebration of Frank’s life a memorial 
service will be held at the University of Victoria 
Interfaith Chapel, lot 6, Ring Road, University 
of Victoria, Victoria, BC on Saturday May 10th 
at 10:30 am.

SLoCAn VALLey reCreAtion
ADVENTURES IN GOLF - Lessons for 
adults & youth. Instr: Denny McArthur, 
ValleyView Golf Club. May 13th to June 17th 
(Tuesdays). Fee: $70/6 weeks.
A TEST OF WILL - An evening with Warren 
MacDonald. Wed. May 14th Slocan Park Hall. 
7:00 p.m.
SOUTH VALLEY FITNESS CLASSES 
- Cardio Tone - Wednesdays Brent Kennedy 
School; Fusion Pilates - Thursdays Mt. Sentinel 
School. All classes 6:30-7:30 p.m.
EDIBLE VALLEY WALK - With Libby 
Ruljanich. Sat. May 24th. Meet at Slocan Park 
Hall. Fee: $15/$25
2ND ANNUAL SLOCAN VALLEY POKER 
PEDAL. A great day for all ages! Crescent 
Valley to Slocan Park/Passmore. Sunday May 
25th Registration 11:00 a.m.
THANKS FOR SUPPORTING KIDS 
SOCCER IN THE SLOCAN VALLEY 
- Polestar Calendars, Slocan Valley Coop, 
Heritage Credit Union, Sleep is for Sissies, 
Playmor Power, Hay Maintenance, Evergreen 
Forest Services, Trees Co., Springer Creek 
Lumber, Slocan Valley Planer Mills.

226-0008

oBITUARIeS
Ali Wilkowski

November 18, 1925 – April 7, 2008
It is with great sadness that we announce the 

sudden passing of Ali Wilkowski at Trail Regional 
Hospital. She will be sadly missed by her family and 
many friends. She was predeceased by her parents 
(Aaltje & Leendert), husband (Tad), one sister 
(Wilhelmina), three brothers (Leen, Wim, and Jaan), 


