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by Jan McMurray
There will be a series of three 

pubic meetings about the removal of 
private lands from Tree Farm Licence 
#23 – in Nakusp May 28, in Castlegar 
May 29 and in Revelstoke May 27.

Pope & Talbot hired Colliers 
International in April 2007 to help 
with the sale of lands that they 
had deemed surplus to forestry 
operations. Colliers put 36 properties 
on the market in September 2007. 
Fifteen of these properties are in 
TFL#23.

As of May 13, 27 of the properties 
had sold or the sale was pending. 
Nine of these are in the TFL.

In October 2007, the company 
submitted a formal request to the 

Ministry of Forests and Range to 
remove these properties from the 
TFL.

The sale of Pope & Talbot’s 
Castlegar and Grand Forks mills and 
related tenures, including TFL#23, to 
Interfor was finalized on April 30. 
Pope & Talbot went into receivership 
on May 15.

In legislative committee on May 
5 and 6, Minister of Forests Rich 
Coleman was questioned about the 
situation. NDP forestry critic Bob 
Simpson called it “bizarre” that 
P&T had sold the public portion of 
TFL#23 to Interfor and the private 
portion to various developers, 
apparently without the minister’s 
permission. He pointed out that the 

private lands are BC lands that were 
not valued as development properties 
when P&T took over the TFL. But 
now, P&T can sell them for the full 
value of development properties so 
that bankers in the US can get paid – 
and not the local logging contractors 
or service providers.

The minister replied that no sale 
of private lands in the TFL could 
complete unless he decided to allow 
the removal of the lands from the 
TFL. He confirmed that the sale of 
TFL#23 to Interfor does not include 
the private lands, so that transaction 
could go ahead regardless. If he 
decides not to release the lands, he 
said P&T would remain the owner 
of the private land and remain 

associated with the TFL. In that case, 
“it reverts back to the courts and back 
to the original owner, which is Pope 
and Talbot. In that case, they can sit 
there as lands in a TFL forever, for 
that matter, depending on whether 
the exclusion is there,” said the 
minister.

Katrine Conroy, MLA for 
Kootenay-Boundary, spoke up in 
disbelief that a bankrupt company, 
with no holdings in the area, would 
own the lands if the minister doesn’t 
allow the lands to be removed from 
the TFL.

Simpson told the minister that he 
thinks P&T “was given the nod and 
the wink a long time ago on this.” 
He said that when P&T came to the 
minister in 2006 to let him know they 
were in trouble, part of their plan was 
to remove the lands, as stated in their 
shareholders’ reports. Simpson said 
the minister has admitted that he’s had 
conversations with P&T all along and 
that he released a portion of TFL#23 
at that time.

Conroy also weighed in on this 
and said it seemed “preposterous” that 
Ilkay Development, a company that 
has purchased one of the properties 
in TFL#23 and has already purchased 
a property that was removed from a 
TFL on Vancouver Island, would “put 
millions of dollars as an offer on a 
piece of land and not think that they 
were going to close the deal when 
they’ve already been through the 
whole rigmarole with Jordan lands 
[on Vancouver Island].”

Public meetings scheduled on private land removal from TFL#23

by Jan McMurray
Although the May long weekend 

was filled with fun and celebration, it 
was also a weekend to remember for 
mudslides, road closures and power 
outages.

Two mudslides came down in the 
same spot five kilometres north of 
Slocan, just one day apart, and RCMP 
report a missing person in connection 
with this. Another mudslide in Burton 
knocked out a power pole, causing a 
power outage from Burton to Silverton 
for about 23 hours.

It all started with a mudslide at 
about 3:30 pm on Saturday at Van 
Tuyl Creek north of Slocan City, where 
the Springer Creek forest fire burned 
last summer. Highway 6 in that area 
was closed until the debris, including 
very large boulders and trees, was 
cleared from the road at about 6 pm. 
On Sunday at about 6 pm, another 
slide came down at exactly the same 
spot, closing that section of Highway 
6 until 11 pm.

Slocan Lake RCMP report that 

while they were assisting onsite on 
Sunday, they became aware of a 
missing 53-year-old local man. He had 
been on foot alone in the immediate 
vicinity of the slide area to investigate 
the creek water intake line serving his 
residence, as the water had stopped 
flowing. Police had not found him by 
Monday afternoon, after deploying 
ground patrols, a helicopter, and a dog 
team, and enlisting the support of an 
area Search and Rescue team.

Glenn Olleck, District Manager 
of Transportation, said people should 
be very cautious at this time of year, 
with high snowpack and above normal 
temperatures. 

A post-wildfire risk analysis of 
the watersheds affected by Springer 
Creek Fire found that the likelihood of 
landslides in the area had substantially 
increased for the next three to five 
years. In efforts to prevent such 
events, Olleck said the ministry had 
constructed a catchment area above 
the road and had installed an additional 
culvert. “It worked really well,” he said. 

“The catchment area caught the most 
significant part of the slide, preventing 
it from going onto the road.”

Olleck said the geotechnical 
engineer’s report stated the size of the 
Saturday slide was 300 cubic metres 
and the Sunday event was 100 cubic 
metres.

Meanwhile, at about 11:30 Saturday 
night, the power went out from Burton 
to south of Silverton when a sluffing of 

saturated ground near Burton took out a 
transmission pole. Kim Steinbart, Fire 
Information Officer, reported that when 
the lines hit the ground, sparks caused 
a small, smouldering ground fire. With 
live wires and a fire burning, crews 
could not begin work until daylight on 
Sunday. The pole was re-installed with 
a mobile crane and power was restored 
at 10:52 pm Sunday. Fire crews were 
mopping up on Sunday and expected to 

have the fire out on Monday.
Terry Warren, emergency co-

ordinator, reported that cell service 
went out in the Nakusp area on Sunday 
from mid-morning to about 7 pm. He 
said Telus came through with some 
generators to get the service back 
online. “We’ll be pushing them to put 
a permanent genset in there, because 
it really affects emergency services,” 
he said.

The minister responded, “If you 
want to make the assumption that 
that’s the decision we’re going to 
make, you go right ahead and make 
the assumption. I haven’t actually 
formed an opinion on this yet.” He 
said that ministry staff had been 
working on the P&T request, but 
that it had not yet crossed his desk. 
He said ministry staff had had some 
discussions with local communities 
and First Nations, but that no decision 
had been made. “I have said that as we 
come through this, we will also come 
to the communities to talk about this 
exclusion, long before it’s ever going 
to be finalized...”

Simpson asked him why he was 
having public meetings over TFL#23 
when there was no public consultation 
over the TFL on Vancouver Island.

“We just felt, after going through 
that, that we could try and improve our 
processes, so that’s what we’re trying 
to do as we learn as we go along,” 
he replied. He said the ministry had 
not received much response from 
the Kootenay communities, “so we 
thought the best way may be, in this 
case, because we’re not getting the 
response, to go to the community 
and have a meeting and see what 
the thoughts are with regards to this 
TFL.”

Simpson told the minister that 
he and the Kootenay MLAs had 
received a lot of correspondence 
from Kootenay residents on this issue, 
and found it hard to believe that the 
ministry hadn’t.

Mudslides cause road closures and power outages on May long weekend

Two successive mudslides closed Hwy 6, north of Slocan, over the weekend. A 53-year-old man is reported missing.

New Denver royalty: Chloe Magier, flower girl; outgoing princess Eva Shandro-Wictorin; Miss New Denver 2008 Tisha 
Becker; 2008 princesses Michelle Magnusson, Ashley Bernhof and Hazen Donnet.
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by Art Joyce
Logging is set to begin on the 

Argenta slope possibly as early as fall 
and that has some residents unhappy. 
Progressive Forest Management has 
submitted a 10-year foresty plan for 
woodlot 491 that has reached final 
draft stage and owner Jeff Mattes 

expects to apply for cutting permits 
by the end of May. 

According to Mattes the 600 
hectare woodlot is expected to 
contain 18,000 cubic metres of 
timber, minus allowances for visual 
quality objectives. He expects about 
four kilometers of road to be built, 

some permanent and some that will 
be deactivated. The primary reason 
for the cutblock is to harvest beetle-
kill pine. Mattes says over the past 
two years the beetle attack has gone 
from endemic to catastrophic, with 
up to 95% of the stand affected. 

But according to Argenta resident 

Gary Diers, who has transposed the 
outline of the cutblock onto a forest 
cover map, “the largest forest within 
the cutblock is polygon 313 – a fir 
forest with a larch component. The 
second largest forest is polygon 318 
– an old-growth spruce and larch 
forest with some balsam and pine. 

The third largest is a pine and balsam 
forest with some spruce. There is a 
very small polygon of pure pine and 
another that may or may not be in 
the proposed cutblock. The largest 
pure pine stand on the woodlot is just 
outside the cutblock boundary.” 

Mattes says the polygons 
as established are from photo 
interpretations and don’t necessarily 
reflect what’s actually there. He 
adds that there is no old growth left 
other than a few fire survivors, and 
that most of it is already second 
growth aged up to 100 years. Some 
of the pine salvage will be sold for 
pulp and some for lumber and there 
will be some cable logging on the 
steeper parts of the slope. Much of 
his company’s logging is done in 
winter in order to reduce the damage 
done to the soil. 

“It’s not going to be a clearcut 
anyway, we plan to do variable 
retention,” says Mattes. “We’ll be 
taking out the pine, but there’s about 
a 20% removal of other species 
in order to harvest the pine as an 
acceptable limit.” 

Mattes will be applying for 
an exemption from visual quality 
objectives that require leaving 
a certain percentage of standing 
trees in a cutblock. He says this 
is merely to ensure that if there is 
more pine found in a stand than 
expected, they can harvest without 
breaking licensing rules. Diers 
says the Ministry of Forests seems 
to be in the process of relaxing 
visual quality standards that many 
claim are already too lax. Kootenay 
Lake forest district manager Gary 
Beaudry confirmed that the ministry 
is planning to do a review of its visual 
retention standards this summer. 

“One thing we’ve told all of our 
licensees, we can either have grey 
trees on the hillside or take them out 
and have a young forest come in, by 
temporarily exceeding the retention 
standards,” says Beaudry. 

Beaudry says entomologists and 
other experts have told the ministry 
that logging is doing a good job 
of controlling the spread of beetle 
kill. He adds that partly due to the 
greater diversity of species in the 
West Kootenay, the beetle kill has 
developed more slowly.

“Here in the Kootenays we’ve 
had the luxury of seeing it develop 
for several years, so we’ve been able 
to keep the forests green. 

At present ministry staffing levels 
do not allow for an independent third 
party review of cutblock assessments. 
When asked if it seemed a conflict of 
interest that the government places 
the onus on logging companies 
to hire foresters and hydrologists 
to assess cutblocks, Beaudry says 
professionals are held to a code of 
conduct and are thus accountable. He 
points out that appeals can be made 
to the Forest Practices board and that 
there have been several audits by the 
board in the Kootenays recently.  

Anne Sherrod of the Valhalla 
Wilderness Society says despite 
the emphasis on  ‘professional 
standards’, there have been landslides 
and floods from cutblocks all over 
the province that were certified by 
professional foresters and engineers. 
At a recent beetle kill conference she 
attended, scientists said the problem 
is due to global warming and there 
is no effective way of controlling 
it. She says salvage logging is an 
“ecologically fraudulent method 
of forestry” being practiced by the 
province and industry.

“This is just the logging industry 
pulling the wool over everyone’s 
eyes. There is absolutely no evidence 
that logging controls beetle kill.”

Argenta logging for beetle kill timber set for fall

At the Valhalla Community Choir spring concert on May 10 in Silverton, Marguerite 
Thring was honoured as the only founding choir member left in the choir since its 
beginning. Marguerite has sung in every Christmas concert for the last 22 years. 

Francie Oldham, choir conductor, gave her a beautiful potted flowering plant.

by Jan McMurray
Two Passmore residents report 

that an illegal dumping site was found 
two kilometres up Airy Road, just 
after the Camp 5 fork.

A Passmore resident was cycling 
up Camp 5 Road in early May when 

Tons of garbage found dumped in Passmore
he discovered the garbage, which was 
dumped down a steep bank leading 
into Airy Creek. Airy Creek is the 
water source for Upper Passmore 
residents.

About a week after the find, three 
Passmore residents went to the site. 

They report that they found several 
tons of garbage, including over 1,000 
empty bottles of Yama Lube and 
Bombardier four-stroke two-cycle 
engine oil, a partially filled oil drum 
labelled ‘Rogers Chemicals’ and ‘Van 
Water’, dozens of restaurant sized 
jugs of 7-11 beef sauce, shopping 
bags containing carefully packaged 
plastic, many items of clothing on 
hangers, and household garbage. 
There is also an oval wood kitchen 
table, which reads Ida Bjerg on the 
underside.

They report that engine oil and 

chemicals are likely leeching into 
Airy Creek and present a health risk 
to those who use the watershed of 
Upper Passmore.

The residents say some of the 
garbage seemed as if it were intended 
to go to a recycling depot and some 
seemed to come from a commercial 
source, such as a ski lodge. 

They would like anyone who hired 
out the hauling of their recyclables and 
garbage, or who has any information 
regarding the dumping to contact 
Noah Ross at 226-7349 or Simon 
Raits at 226-7156.

Dick Callison and Barb Yeomans are the New Denver Citizens of the Year.
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Computer 
Problem?

Call Ron at the Old Grey Barn 
250-265-2163

by Art Joyce
If there’s one thing we’re good at 

in the Kootenays, it’s expressing our 
opinions. The RDCK has just released 
a detailed summary of opinions on 
lifestyle, the environment, and land 
use planning within Area D, based on 
a survey sent to residents and property 
owners in January. The report has 
detailed breakdowns community by 
community. On some issues we stand 
shoulder to shoulder. On others, we 
couldn’t be more divided.

Significant themes in the survey 
revolved around the issues of growth 
and development as the Kootenays 
become ever more desirable to 
outsiders. The regional district was 
seeking options for addressing these 
issues “in a manner appropriate and 
acceptable to the unincorporated 
communities of Electoral Area 
D.” The survey is designed to help 
determine whether to proceed with the 
development of an Official Community 
Plan (OCP) or other land use planning 
for Area D that addresses specific 
issues such as shoreline development 
and economic diversification. Of 
the 1,125 surveys distributed, 515 
responses were received, for a response 
rate of 46%.

Many seem to resent any attempt 
at planning, with some writing abusive 
comments or attempting to skew the 
results by answering more than one 
survey. The compilers of the report 
point out that a survey is not a voting 
mechanism but merely a means of 
gathering opinion. Significant land 
use decisions are always brought to the 
community for input, as for example 
when land use plans or OCPs are 
revised. 

Scientists have warned that as the 
effects of global warming increase and 
water supplies decrease, the Kootenays 
will face huge in-migration pressures. 
Interestingly, 74% of those surveyed 
agreed there was a need to guide new 
development in their communities. But 
on the question “do you support the 
land use planning process continuing 
in Area D,” about 54% said yes, 
while 17% said no and another 30% 
needed more information. In some 
communities such as Cooper Creek 
and Meadow Creek the split was 
almost even between yes and no, while 
many others such as Mirror Lake and 
Schroeder Creek have a clear majority 
in favour of planning. 

Roughly 70% of respondents 
agreed or strongly agreed with the 
statement, “there is a need for more 
home-based industries with low 
environmental impact.” Perhaps 
reflecting the schism in many 
communities between ‘greens’ and 
‘browns,’ opinion on heavier industry 
was split down the middle. About 
47% disagreed or strongly disagreed 
with the statement “there is a need 
for more industrial development,” 
while 46% agreed or strongly agreed. 

Area D survey shows both agreement and discord on major issues
Some 57% agreed on the need for 
more commercial services, while 38% 
disagreed, possibly indicative of the 
typical trend of urban migrants to the 
area demanding more services. 

Showing a clear disconnect with 
the split on the question of industrial 
development, consensus is widespread 
on the need for more wilderness parks. 
When asked if “additional Crown land 
should be allocated for wilderness 
park status,” 84% agreed or strongly 
agreed, with only 23% disagreed.  The 
same broad consensus followed on the 
question, “Is there a need to protect 
more land for fish and wildlife,” with 
80% agreed. 

In keeping with well-known 
Kootenay values, Area D residents 
are outspoken on the need for public 
access to the awe-inspiring natural 
vistas to be found in our region. 
When asked if “public right-of-ways 
need to be established and protected,” 
with points of access developed and 
signposted for public use, 88% agreed. 
They were just as emphatic on the 
need for water stewardship plans for 

the region’s lakes, rivers and streams, 
at 82%. 

On the question of providing the 
means to grow our own food, people 
of all political stripes seem agreed. 
When asked “is it important to make 
provision for agricultural activity?” 
roughly 85% agreed or strongly 
agreed, and 83% are prepared to have 
land set aside for agricultural uses. 

Consensus was also found on the 
question, “Is it important to stimulate 
full-time residency?” with 75% in 
agreement. Perceived barriers to 
full-time residency were lack of 
employment opportunities (31%), lack 
of health and/or emergency services 
(22%), distance to goods and services, 
including shopping, healthcare and 
schools (18%), property prices (14%), 
lack of educational opportunities 
(11%), and other (4%).

Population has increased slightly, 
from 1,500 in the 2001 census, to 1,525 
persons occupying 950 residences 
in the 2006 census. Census data for 
Electoral Area D indicate the average 
age of residents to be approximately 48 

years old, with 66% of the population 
of working age (15-60). 

According to the 2008 BC 
Assessment Authority, there were 1,091 
property owners, of which 49% (534) 
have a non-resident mailing address. 
Of the respondents, the majority have 
resided in or owned their properties 
for over 10 years. Communities with 
the highest percentage of non-resident 
responses were Poplar Creek with 
86%, Murphy Creek 75%, Schroeder 
Creek 71%, Ainsworth with 50%, 
Zwicky Road 50%, Lardeau 46%, and 
others. Highway maintenance issues 
rated high in the survey, with 219 of 
the total 515 respondents expressing 
concerns, although this falls under 
Ministry of Transportation, not RDCK 
jurisdiction. 

Area D encompasses the area 
spanning north of Coffee Creek to the 
Duncan River in the north, a total area of 
5,788.48 square kilometres. Although 
the area includes the incorporated 
Village of Kaslo, it was excluded 
from the survey due to having its own 
independent planning function. The 

survey report includes Census Canada 
data collected in 1996, 2001 and 2006 
and building and subdivision statistics 
gathered by the regional district. 

The complete report can be 
downloaded from the regional 
district website at www.rdck.bc.ca/
publications/pdf/080425_ver2_%20
Survey%20Results .pdf or by 
contacting RDCK planner Meeri 
Durand at mdurand@rdck.bc.ca. 

contributed
Call it what you will – the Security 

and Prosperity Partnership (SPP) or 
Deep Integration with the US, this 
agreement will have little benefit for 
the average Canadian. The Kootenay 
Chapter of the Council of Canadians 
is holding a public forum on the SPP 
Tuesday, June 3 from 7-9 pm at the 
Nelson United Church. The featured 
speaker is Bob Hansen, chair of the 
Mid-Island Nanaimo Chapter of 
the Council of Canadians, who is 
working on the production of a film, 
Trading Democracy for Corporate 
Rule.

Learn why you should be 
concerned about the insidious nature 
in which the three North American 
governments (Canada, the US and 
Mexico) have been moving toward 
establishing a pact to speed up the 
corporate goal of economic integration 
by linking trade to US government 
security demands. Government 
officials and corporate leaders are 
quietly putting this ‘partnership’ 
into action with no consultation 
with the Canadian people. To date, 
only industry ‘stakeholders’ have 
been consulted in private, closed-
door meetings. Not even our elected 
Members of Parliament have been 
kept in the loop. Should the SPP go 
forward, our water resources, energy, 
security, food safety, and civil liberties 
will be required to ‘harmonize’ with 
mostly lower US standards, with 
negative consequences for public 
health, public education and social 
services.

Special guests at the forum will 
include two members of the West 
Kootenay SPP Working Group, 

Security and Prosperity Partnership (SPP) forum to be held in Nelson
Varenka Schwarz of the Selkirk 
College Students’ Union and Pegasus 
McGauley of the Nelson chapter of 
the Council of Canadians. McGauley 
and Schwarz, who attended the 
Alternative People’s Summit in New 
Orleans April 21-22 in opposition 
to the North American Leaders’ 
Summit, will share what they learned. 
Gary Wright, Mayor of the Village 
of New Denver, will provide a local 

perspective. Wright has written 
a letter demanding a democratic 
mandate from the people of Canada 
for the SPP.

Local singer Melanie Harper, 
having just released her new song and 
DVD about the SPP, will sing Canadian 
and Free. The Raging Grannies will 
also perform. For more information 
contact Sandra Nelken at 352-5274 
or Pegasus McGauley at 229-4223.
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Keeping BC free of 
uranium mining

I would like to congratulate all 
those who have tirelessly worked 
over years to ensure that uranium 
mining does not take hold in BC.

The recent announcement by 
the provincial government to ban 
the exploration and development of 
uranium is an obvious result of the 
efforts by the Committee for a Clean 
Kettle Valley, as well as Uranium 
Free (Kootenay Boundary) Coalition 
and many other concerned citizens 
throughout our province.

What is important now, is that 
this ban remain permanent so that 
never again will we have to face 
the possibility of uranium mining 
in BC.

Alex Atamanenko, MP
BC Southern Interior

Will anyone 
clean up after me?

I’ve been surprised lately at our 
fellow citizens in our small Village 
of New Denver.

Now, the beautiful weather 
invites us to go for a walk along the 
Mori Trail and creekside. But what 
must I see? Free roaming dogs and 
some dog poop waste on the trail. Do 
the dog owners think that someone 
will come along and clean up after 
them?

And the next day, I couldn’t 
believe what I saw – hair and hair and 

Democracy comes 
with rights and 
responsibilities

Canadians  are  re la t ively 
free to express their opinions in 
newspapers such as the Valley 
Voice on how government policy 
should be developed and how civil 
society should govern itself. These 
cherished freedoms of action and 
expression, however, also come with 
a responsibility to act in a manner 
that sustains these rights.

Morley Gullible’s decision (as 
described in a letter to the editor 
April 10, 2008) to reach into a trash 
can in the Post Office foyer abused 
the democratic process. Each letter 
in that trash can was sent to a named 
property owner in Area D.

Every citizen needs to ask if 
it’s reasonable for the RDCK to 
anticipate that mail clearly addressed 
to another property owner would be 
taken out of a trash can and mailed 
back as if it were sent by the person 
to whom the mail was originally 
addressed. Does such an action not 
undermine the democratic rights 
of all those residents and property 
owners who chose to take the time 
to fill out the questionnaire and mail 
it in legitimately?

No society and process can ever 
be designed to be one hundred per 
cent secure, and that is why those 
who most often purport to champion 
individual rights and freedoms need 
to make sure that in the method 
of exercising theirs they are not 
trampling on the rights of others.
Andy Shadrack, Director Area D

Kaslo

Save the planet 
from ‘economic 
development’

I’ve noticed so many chip trucks 
and logging trucks on the highway as 
I go down to Crescent Valley to work 
with my horse. How sad that we are 
taking down the forest like it’s a race 
and we need to get to the finish. We 
are destroying our beautiful precious 
planet by wiping out our forests. We 
need nature to ensure our own lives, 
so your children can have a safe and 
thriving Earth to dwell on.

All of this in the name of 
economic development. Of course 
we need jobs, but the logging industry 
is destroying the Earth. We’re losing 
water, rivers and streams, through 
logging in our watersheds. Too bad 
that we value gold and diamonds 
more than fresh drinking water 
coming out of our taps, not bottled 
and polluted. Our water is running 
out. 

The prevailing wind of this 
planet is greed. I really wish that the 
planet was ruled by truth and putting 
nature first. We need to stop killing 
her through the false and wonderful 
term economic development.

Honey bees died this winter at 
double their normal rate - 30 percent, 
as opposed to 15 percent. I blame this 
on pesticides and cellular phones that 
mess up their navigation processes. 
Darwin said, that without pollination, 
we will be a dying population within 
a year. Too much ignorance and 
technology kills.

I care about the Earth and Mother 
Nature is about to be killed right in 
front of our eyes.

The polar bear is in serious 
trouble, global warming is here, yet 
we continue in our ways. Politicians 

Open letter to 
the Minister of 
Transport

I am writing today as a concerned 
resident and business owner from 
Nakusp on the Arrow Lakes. I 
have grave concerns related to 
the limitations and scheduling of 
the Galena/Shelter Bay ferries. 
Currently, the schedule has been 
changed on the ferries that moves 
the entire schedule forward one 
hour, curtailing the 11pm sailing 
from Shelter Bay.  I believe this is a 
terrible mistake.

As you may be aware, the logging 
industry in and around Nakusp came 
to a halt at the end of the summer 
last year and there continues to be 
uncertainty about when it might start 
up again.  This means that Tourism 
is now the number one income 
generating industry in our region. By 
eliminating the 11 pm sailing from 
Shelter Bay, a situation has been 
created that will make it impossible 
for travelers from Calgary (our 

Open letter to 
all MPs

Members of Parliament: I 
am addressing this letter to all 
of you, something I have never 
done before. I have witnessed 
the Canadian government make 
decision after decision favouring 
large corporations over Canadians 
for years, but Bill C-51 is the most 
egregious piece of legislation yet. 
In brief, it proposes to continue the 
government’s attempt to erase the 
line between natural health products 
(the kind you see in any health foods 
store) and prescription drugs. There 
is no evidence anywhere that natural 
health products are dangerous, but 
the Canadian government has taken 
the completely unwarranted stance 
that they are, somehow.

Formerly, natural health products 
(NHP) were considered harmless 
unless proved otherwise, like food 
products. Now Bill C-51 proposes 
to term both drugs and NHPs 
‘therapeutic products,’ thus blurring 
any distinction between them. Who 
wins, and who loses? The large 
pharmaceutical companies win. 
In Germany, where the ‘codex 
alimentarius’ (section 30, paragraph 
7-9 would allow Health Canada 
to implement the codex without 
public consultation) is law, small 
amounts of vitamins cost a lot, many 
products are unavailable, and the 
large pharmaceuticals have a new 
profit centre.

The average Canadian loses. 
Presently,  in Canada,  NHPs 

Mischief in the 
voting process

“Les Gullible, do you mean to 
imply all the mistakes of the 20th 
century were the fault of women?” 
Belinda asked. “No”, said Les, “but 
it’s not surprising you’d try and twist 
what I said in that direction. I’m only 
pointing out that it’s wrong to try and 
control events by making it difficult 
for people to participate in a public 
process.” “Yes but allowing mail-in 
ballots could lead to mischief in the 
voting process. “Look”, said Les, 
“there have always been folks who, 
having control of a situation, thought 
the best way to keep that control was 
to prevent other folks from having 
a say. They’d use any excuse, like; 
‘oh I have “Divine Right” or ‘well, 
they are too ignorant or uneducated 
to make a competent decision’ or 
‘they don’t pay attention’ or ‘if you 
can’t come to meetings your opinion 
doesn’t count’ or ‘I’m bigger than 
you and I said so’ or ‘hey, it’s a 
simple case of mind over matter; I 
don’t mind and you don’t matter’ or 
‘gee, letting those people vote might 
cause mischief.’ Now you tell me, 
Belinda, from Magna Carta to Martin 
Luther King, what, do you think, has 
caused more mischief, opening up 
a process or trying to control it by 
excluding people from that process? 
The fact is, in this country, we say 
you’re innocent until proven guilty 
and that’s a good rule, even if it does 
cause some mischief and we also say 
everyone has the right to vote, to the 
point we even allow prisoners to vote 

Slash-burning 
not wanted on 
the May long 
weekend

Why does our long holiday 
weekend have to be choked with 
smoke? What a shame that our local 
logging company, Springer Creek 
Forest Products, had so little respect 
for the residents and visitors in our 
community on our May Day weekend. 
One would think they could wait until 
Tuesday to light their logging slash on 
the valley walls of Shannon Creek. 
The weather was so beautiful this 
weekend, it’s too bad we have to look 
through smoke haze, which is getting 
increasingly worse, diminishing our 
stunning surroundings. Let’s hope 
for more enlightenment in the Forest 
Industry and BC’s Ministry of Forests 
who sanctioned these acts. 

Madeleine McCarthy
New Denver

hair from the pelt of a white dog! And 
where? Directly next to the bench at 
Carpenter Creek that has a garbage 
can beside it. Somebody brushed 
the winter pelt of his or her dog 
while sitting on the bench, perhaps 
hoping someone would come along 
and clean up after them.

I hope this story can help to make 
sure our New Denver, “the pearl of 
the Kootenays,” will be clean and 
appealing for our summer visitors.

My husband cleans up garbage 
on his daily five-kilometre walk 
around our Village, and what he 
sees…!

Inge Autschbach
New Denver

aren’t interested in water issues, they 
are only concerned about having a 
great 2010 Olympic success.

Ute Sielopp
Silverton, BC

largest market) to make it to Nakusp 
in one day (based on leaving work 
on a Friday evening). This will 
completely eliminate the “weekend” 
travelers coming to our area from 
Alberta. At a time when Nakusp 
needs all the income generation it 
can find, we are being delivered yet 
another blow.

There are numerous issues to 
address related to the scheduling of 
the ferries at Galena/Shelter Bay, 
including: a huge increase in Chip 
Truck traffic, workers commuting to 
and from Revelstoke, special events 
(e.g. Nakusp Music Festival), timing 
and accessibility for the touring 
public, and funding.

I believe that this is an urgent 
issue that needs immediate attention.  
My recommendations are: 1) that, 
at a minimum, the 11 pm sailing 
from Shelter Bay be reinstated 
immediately, 2) that a meeting of 
“all” user groups be called to address 
the issues, 3) that additional sailings 
be reinstated on long weekends, 4) 
that the Ministry of Transport create a 
plan that can rapidly react to changes 
in access to the ferries, and 5) that the 
Ministry of Transport make available 
additional funds immediately to 
address delays created by the new 
chip truck users.

Bill Mitchell
Nakusp

(vitamins, supplements, proprietary 
compounds) are reasonably priced, 
widely available, safe, and help all 
of us maintain and also regain health. 
Many small businesses across the 
country make their living making 
and selling these products. To run all 
these people out of business in order 
to enhance the profits of already 
profitable pharmaceutical companies 
is outrageous, not to mention the 
negative impact this will have on our 
health care system.

One more thing: Bill C-51 
proposes to give Health Canada 
unprecedented powers of search 
and seizure: it gives the right to 
government agencies to seize bank 
accounts and private property 
without warrants. These are police 
state powers; what gives? This 
bill was promoted as a means to 
protect the safety of Canadians from 
untested natural health products, 
but that is an unsubstantiated cover 
story. This seems to me to be one 
more example of the Canadian 
government turning over another part 
of our local economy to transnational 
corporations, regardless of the cost to 
the Canadian citizen. I’m asking you 
to support Canada and Canadians by 
voting against this bad legislation.

Harvey Armstrong
Kaslo
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Argenta Face 
threatened

The Argenta Face is presently 
under intense threat from a proposed 
major logging operation.

With the spectacular view of 
the tallest mountain rising directly 
from Kootenay Lake, Mt. Willet, 
bedecked with verdant forests, it is 
understandable why many people 
expect that this area is part of the 
Purcell Wilderness Conservancy.  
Certainly it should be.  The Argenta 
Face contains very sensitive domestic 
watersheds, sports an incredible view 
and is surrounded on three sides by 
the Conservancy so that it completes 
the Conservancy ecosystem from 
mountaintop to lakeshore.

With the 12% cap on protection 
imposed on the CORE process in 
the early 1990s the Argenta Face 
was left unprotected.  However, 
considering the special values of 
the area, the Argenta Face was 
designated a Special Management 
Zone which planned to respect the 
above stated values.  The promised 
Special Management Zones were 
never properly implemented.

While these zones fell by the 
wayside, the values they were 
supposed to protect and the issues 
they bring forth remain with us today.  
Unfortunately, the development plans 
recently put forward by Progressive 
Forest Management seem to fly 
in the face of all these recognized 
values.

First, the proposed mainline 
haul road swings into the Clint 
Creek valley, a valley otherwise 
completely roadless and within the 
Purcell Wilderness Conservancy.  
This easy access to the Conservancy 
opens up this protected area to all the 
travesties of civilization – everything 
from industrial noise to garbage to 
poachers.

Second, the very sensitive 
domestic watershed of Carter 
Creek along with nearby domestic 
springs has recharge areas which 
have not been identified and which 
can be damaged by roadbuilding.  
A professional hydrologist has 
recommended that this road not be 
built.

Finally, one of the most intact 
and spectacular views in the West 
Kootenay is at risk.  The licensee 
is requesting an exemption from 
the visual management objective of 
retention.  Retention is the highest 
visual standard in BC and the 
Argenta Face is well deserving of 
this status.  The Ministry of Forests 
(MOF) says they likely won’t give 
the exemption.  Rather, they intend 
to actually lower the visual standards 
for the Argenta Face to accommodate 

logging interests.  The logging 
company was aware at the beginning 
of January of the “expected … 
change to partial retention sometime 
in the near future.”  Have you been 
consulted on this change?  I certainly 
haven’t.

The last version of the Forest and 
Range Practices Act has completely 
given over our forests to industry 
with almost no oversight by the MOF.  
There is very little protection for 
domestic watersheds, no buffers for 
protected areas, and the MOF is even 
finally capitulating on the visuals.  It 
is time to tell the government that 
we expect much more from them 
than damaged watersheds, impacts 
on protected areas, ugly viewscapes 
and broken promises.  One of the 
best ways to begin this discussion 
with government is to insist on 
the protection of the values on the 
Argenta Face.

Gary Diers
Argenta

Area D survey 
results

I am writing to let all the citizens 
of Area D know that the Area D survey 
results are ready for you to read and 
consider.

Earlier this year, Area D residents 
took part in a survey about land use 
planning. The complete survey results 
– with coloured graphs tabulating the 
answers to all 38 questions from all 
515 people who took part – are now 
available. For most questions, the 
results are divided up by community, 
so you can see how your community 
answered the question and how your 
community’s opinions compare to other 
communities.

The complete survey results are 
available on the Regional District’s 
website, www.rdck.bc.ca.  From 
the home page, go to development - 
planning - active projects - Area D - OCP 
preparation. Then scroll to the bottom 
of page and you will find the link to the 
survey results.

We’ve also distributed paper copies 
that you can consult in key places around 
Area D:

- Kaslo Library
- Lardeau Valley Service
- Meadow Creek Store
- Lardeau Valley Community Hall
- Argenta Post Office
In addition, each member of the 

Advisory Planning Commission has 
a copy available to circulate in their 
community.

For me, the most surprising result 
of the survey is that, in every one of the 
communities in Area D, there is support 
to continue the community planning 
process. That doesn’t necessarily mean 
that each community will want to 
continue as far as writing an Official 
Community Plan, but all communities 
seem to want – at least – to learn more 
about planning.

Exactly what happens next will 
differ from community to community, 
in part because of the results of the 
survey.  You’ll see in the survey results 
that there are many varying opinions as 
to what the priorities should be for future 
planning.  Our job now is to find a way 
to state these priorities in language that 
truly reflects the values and desires of 
our different communities.

Whether communities go as far 
as making an official plan that sets 
priorities and directions for future 
development, or not, will be up to 
the people of each community.  Over 
the next months we will be using 
tools such as community meetings, 

Global warming 
– get used to it

I was wandering around saying it 
was the 11th hour over global warming 
twenty years ago. I look out at the 11th 
hour types wandering around today 
and wonder. If we do this and that, they 
say, “dangerous” climate change can 
be avoided.

I just don’t see it. I’m a 13th hour 
type now. We’re going to have to learn 
how to live with the idea that we’ve 
screwed things up royally and still find 
the will to change our ways. I can see 
where this will be a bit harder to sell. Act 
now. If everyone on Earth cooperates, 
things will only get worse for a century 
or two.

The idea that we can still “save” 
wilderness “for all future generations” 
is becoming increasingly ludicrous. 
Wilderness in any region is an expression 
of climate. Wholesale global climate 
change is well under way.

The focus on “water” in the 
Kootenays, as in “watershed alliance”, 
or “no life without water” didn’t 
account for the air. The belief among 
environmentalists that large areas of 
wilderness are necessary because human 
beings simply do not know how and/or 
can’t manage the natural world will have 
to be abandoned. We are in the planet 
management business now, whether 
we like it or not, whether we believe 
it is possible or not. We are committed 
to “dangerous” climate change, and 
the further we go along this road of 
expanding a civilization that seems to 
require the emission of more greenhouse 
gases than the planet can absorb the 
wilder the ultimate scenario we hand 
down to our descendants will be.

Politics in this situation is becoming 
increasingly bizarre.

George Bush “bristles” when it 
crosses his mind that people actually 
believe he doesn’t care about global 
warming, so his friends say in interviews. 
There are actual reports.

The environment movement in 
B.C. seems to be coalescing around 
a goal of stopping all run of the river 
hydroelectric power development. 
Who could have predicted this? Run of 
the river projects have far less impact 
than the usual B.C. hydro project as 
there are no big reservoirs and they are 
generally far smaller. They don’t emit 
carbon as they generate electric power. 
People are telling each other that these 
projects are not required. Well, what 
projects are required? A nuclear reactor 
in everyone’s back yard?

A new class of electrically powered 
car called an LSV (low speed vehicle) is 
being pioneered in Canada which holds 
promise, if we could ever make the 
electric grid carbon neutral, for future 
personal transport needs.  According to 
The Economist magazine, May 3, 2008:  
“Two senior, entrenched bureaucrats 
have told me personally that if it is the 
last thing they do, they’ll keep LSVs off 
the road in Canada.”

Quoting from The New Yorker, 
March 3, 2008, an article by Jack 
Handey, “How Things Even Out”: 
“Eventually, I believe, everything evens 
out. Long ago, an asteroid hit our planet 
and killed our dinosaurs. But in the 
future maybe we’ll go to another planet 
and kill their dinosaurs.”

David Lewis
Crescent Valley

in Provincial and Federal elections, 
so the sight of a bunch of people, 
who are afraid their opinions may be 
in the minority, telling me or anyone 
else that they are not willing to give 
me or you a voice is ridiculous. Give 
us a voice? Hell, we have a voice and 
it’s not their privilege to give or deny 
us that voice! The funny thing about 
rights, though, is that sometimes you 
have to stand up for ‘em or you’ll 
lose ‘em.”

  “Hey,” said Gomer, “ya know 
what might be fun is to see if any 
‘o them folks wears a poppy next 
November. Will they remember or 
have they forgot?”

Gary Cockrell
Kaslo

kitchen table meetings, one-on-one 
discussions, newsletters, questionnaires 
and volunteer committees, as we try to 
pin down each community’s needs and 
desires.

The survey questionnaire was 
developed by a volunteer committee 
and then revised by the Advisory 
Planning Commission, which is a group 
of volunteers with extremely varied 
opinions and points of view. On behalf 
of the Advisory Planning Commission, 
I want to thank all the citizens who took 
the time to fill out and send in their 
questionnaire.  This survey couldn’t 
have happened without you.

We invite you to take the time to 
look carefully at the survey results 
and share your observations with each 
other and with your APC representative. 
And we invite your input, questions, 
criticisms, suggestions and ideas to 
guide the next steps – steps that may 
possibly lead to an Official Community 
Plan, or Plans, in Area D.

Seán Hennessey
Chair, Area D APC

Stop the rental 
of PWCs on 
Slocan Lake

Mr. Bradbury of Playmor Power 
Products Ltd., which sells SEA-DOOs 
(Bombardier) in the Crescent Valley, 
feels certain points in the “What’s on 
the Horizon for Slocan Lake” flyer 
are misleading. I found his letter read 
something like a promotional brochure 
with inaccuracies mixed in, which I’d 
like to address.

PWCs are indeed “potentially” 
dangerous, as the flyer states, by any 
standard. Mr. Bradbury refers to a 
flawed US Coast Guard-supported 
survey conducted by JSI Research in 
2000, which was shown to be mistaken 
in its conclusion that canoes and kayaks 
had a higher fatality rate than PWCs. 
The American Canoe Association 
informed both organizations of “a 
serious sampling error in this survey 
. . . since only a small portion of 
canoes and kayaks are required to be 
registered.” Both the US Coast Guard 
and JSI institute “acknowledge(d) that 
the sampling method used for the JSI 
study relied too heavily on registered 
boat owners and thus failed to accurately 
assess canoe and kayak exposure data.” 
(Critical Judgment II, ACA, 2004). 

The surveys quoted in the flyer 
reflect PWCs disproportionate 
number of accidents as compared to 
traditional recreational powerboats, 
a fact recognized in the US (who 
keep record of these statistics) by the 
National Transportation Safety Board, 
Coastguard, National Association of 
State Boating Law Administrators, 
American Medical Association, and 
Centers for Disease Control. A look 
at the 2006 US Coast Guard accident 
statistics shows PWCs to have by far 
the highest rate of collision with other 
vessels, with a listing of broken bones, 
burns, lacerations, head and spinal 
injuries that certainly doesn’t apply to 
use of canoes and kayaks (for which 
fatalities most often result from not 
wearing a life preserver, and whose 
collision/injury rate involving other 
parties is nil).

Mr. Bradbury’s statement that 
only 21 US Park lakes were closed to 
PWCs in 1999 is mistaken. In 1998 the 
Bluewater Network, representing 70 
organizations and 4 million Americans, 
petitioned the National Park Service 
(NPS) to prohibit PWCs throughout 
the park system. In 2000 the US Park 
Service permanently prohibited PWCs 
in 66 of the 87 park lakes which allowed 
motorized boating, the remaining 21 
areas were given a “grace” period of 
two years in which they had to pass 
environmental scrutiny to retain their 
presence there. In 2002, a federal court 

rejected the PWC industry’s challenge to 
the Park Service bans, and subsequently 
the prohibition was instated in the 
remaining 21 areas. I was not aware 
that about 12 of these 21 US Parks have 
had the PWC prohibition removed after 
environmental assessment by the NPS, 
which determined lack of nature-seeking 
tourists or lack of valuable habitat in 
these areas. We are currently trying to 
verify this. But prohibiting PWCs in 
75 out of 87 lakes reflects the point we 
were making.

As to the studies we used, they are 
being cited by the Bluewater Network, 
as described above, to this day. Similar 
government-commissioned studies 
citing PWC emission/pollution do not 
seem to exist, though I’m continuing 
to search.

In terms of rentals, which is the 
focus of the flyer, it should be noted that 
in the US 80% of PWC accidents involve 
operators who are either borrowing or 
renting the craft (Coastguard). It should 
also be noted that Yamaha and Kawasaki 
still offer 2-stroke engine PWCs as their 
cheapest (by thousands of dollars) and 
fastest models, and they don’t have the 
3-star low emission rating Mr. Bradley 
refers to (or Off Power steering). The 
advertisements are directly aimed at 
young people seeking the highest speed 
and thrill. There are enough used (old) 
models for sale on the internet to fill 
an appreciable corner of cyberspace, 
and these might likely be used for a 
rental outfit here. It is well established 
that these PWC two-stroke engines 
spill a percentage of fuel unburned, 
and emit a high level of emissions (US 
Environmental Protection Agency, 
California Air Resources Board). 
These are the concerns we wanted to 
communicate in the flyer with the much 
higher concentration of PWCs that 
rentals would bring.

But even PWC 4-stroke engines, 
which leave less pollution, still bring 
much trouble. The National Park 
Service (US) describes an important 
distinction between the newer PWC and 
motorboats; jet-skis continually leave 
the water at which point  “PWC engine’s 
exhaust can be more than 15 decibels 
louder than a motorboat . . . each time 
the PWC re-enters the water, it smacks 
the surface with an explosive “whomp”. 
At Padre Island National Seashore the 
Park Service states the PWC “disturb 
important seagrass habitat and fish 
populations, move and alter recreational 
fishing patterns, reduce development 
of young marine life populations, and 
negatively impact reproductive activity 
and overall marine productivity by 
impacting habitat.”

Dr. Roger Gentry, US Research 
Biologist of National Oceanic and 
Atmospheric Administration, says 
human and marine life are most disturbed 
by sound that is “unpredictable and out 
of control of the listener.” It is the high-
pitched, variable sound that is injurious 
to people’s ears, nerves and general 
health according to Dr. Bell at Shuswap 
Hospital.

I believe most people in the Valley 
don’t want such rentals on Slocan Lake, 
and are in the process of writing the 
RDCK to say so (69 letters have been 
received to date). How many towns have 
a drinkable lake surrounded by a Class A 
park with peaceful surroundings? Small 
wonder the Village of New Denver has 
a bylaw against such rentals. I urge 
everyone who hasn’t written theirs 
yet to do it now while we still have 
some chance of preventing this from 
happening.

Scott Cherry
Valhalla Committee Researcher
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Also check out our website at www.silvertonbuilding.ca 
for Red Hot Monthly Specials, A How-To Section, Lots 

of Manufacturers website links, and local links

Lucerne School 
Gymnasium

Silverton OCP review back on track
licensing of any businesses launching 
such watercraft from its shores. One 
man who lives outside Calgary but has 
owned property here for many years 
said Silverton could promote the fact 
that people can come here and enjoy 
being away from technology, such as cell 
phones, internet and cable TV. 

Councillor Provan asked about the 
impact of the new OCP on the civic 
budget. Lancaster said many of the 
policies can be implemented without 
any changes at all to budget, but that it 
will be a consultative process, and there 
must be agreement for any new funds to 
be allocated.

Several examples were given of 
how the OCP draft process is proceeding 
from general principles to actual policy. 
Under the principle, “Maintain the unique 
character and magic of Silverton,” one 
of the goals is to “promote a resourceful 
and diverse economy.” One of the 
objectives toward achieving that goal 
is to “encourage services that add value 
to the community” by preserving “all 
existing heritage buildings in Silverton 
and ensure that all new buildings in the 
village center are compatible with the 
heritage character.” A sample policy for 
implementing this would be that “council 
shall regulate and provide incentives to 
encourage the conservation of privately 
owned residential and commercial 
heritage buildings… pursue opportunities 
for grant funding from provincial, 
regional and nonprofit organizations for 
heritage conservation and enhancement,” 
and “periodically review the development 
permit area and design guidelines to make 
sure that the regulations ensure an esthetic 
entrance to the village, heritage signage, 
the conservation of heritage buildings, 
and the visual quality of buildings in the 
commercial area.”

When asked what Lancaster sees 
Silverton looking like in future, he said 
he thinks it will stay the same, but also 
inevitably experience some changes. 
There will be more pressures on the area 
from non-resident home buyers and 
seasonal visitors. And unless housing is 
provided for all, especially with an aging 
community, more people will leave.

“Change is inevitable, you have to 
find a way to manage it, is what I’m 
saying.”

There will be at least two or three 
more meetings to review the draft OCP. 
The next step will be to collect all the 
feedback received from the questionnaires 
and the meeting. Lancaster expects to be 
back in July for another open house that 
includes seasonal residents. 

To download questionnaires, go to 
www.kootenays.sgas.bc.ca.

turn helps create design guidelines 
for developing policies and bylaws. 
These guidelines are also used in setting 
parameters for development permit 
areas (DPAs), another of the village’s 
on-the-ground regulatory tools. Lancaster 
has already taken feedback from the 
Community Advisory Committee and 
incorporated changes to the draft plan 
and will continue to do so as it is refined 
toward completion.

“Another of my challenges is to 
write policies so that everyone can read 
it, everybody can use it and everybody 
understands.”

One person asked, “What does it 
mean to have a ‘resourceful and vibrant 
economy’? It sounds vague and wishy-
washy.” Lancaster explained that this 
principle also incorporates the need to 
diversify the local economy, not remain 
reliant solely on resource-based industry. 
A comment was made that highly 
efficient new technologies already exist 
that can be adapted to local needs, such as 
sewage systems that don’t cost millions 
of dollars.

Another question was, “are we 
going to do anything about heritage 
preservation or are we just going to an 
industrial model?” while someone else 
wanted to know if the OCP will ban 
houseboats and jet-skis. Lancaster said 
the draft OCP includes heritage values 
but that it’s probably beyond the scope 
of its power to ban jet-skis outright. The 
village can write bylaws that prevent the 

by Art Joyce
About 25 Silverton residents met 

at Memorial Hall the evening of May 
7 to comment on the latest drafts of the 
village’s OCP. Tom Lancaster of Smart 
Growth was present to guide people 
through examples of policy that were 
put up on poster boards. He reminded 
the audience that their input is still being 
sought through a questionnaire that is 
available from the village website or at 
the village office. The deadline is the end 
of May but Lancaster said that could be 
extended if people needed more time to 
fill them out.

“This is not your last opportunity for 
input by any means,” he said. “In a lot 
of communities you can drive a wedge 
between people by developing an OCP. 
I don’t want that to happen. My goal is 
to go through step by step and just make 
sure we get it right.”

Lancaster apologized for the errors 
that had been made while he was away 
and reaffirmed his commitment to doing 
the best job possible on the planning 
process. He asked the audience to 
write down comments as to how the 
policies outlined on the boards are 
actually meeting the principles agreed 
upon in earlier OCP workshops. These 
principles are the broad statements 
by which a community states its core 
values, such as, “Silverton values a 
healthy, safe natural environment.” 
From there goals are developed to 
implement these principles, which in 

by Art Joyce
Mayor Everett reported that he had 

been working closely with Tom Lancaster 
of Smart Growth for a plan to complete 
the OCP “in an accurate and timely 
fashion.” The mayor would like the 
OCP finished by early fall so as to avoid 
burdening the incoming council with the 
project. He said Lancaster was committed 
to that timeline and to providing Silverton 
with a quality OCP. 

Administrator Ida reported she 
attended the elections workshop in 
Cranbrook and that there are changes to 
the election act that will affect council. 
For example, it is now possible for the 
Village to do balloting by mail but bylaws 
must be amended to reflect that. Also new 
this year are changes that allow anyone 
to vote at an advance poll, whereas in 
the past this was limited to politicians or 
those with a valid reason for being unable 
to attend regular election polls. Ida also 
reported that she and Councillor Bell 
met with Village staff in New Denver to 
clarify work that needed to be done on 
the heritage register for the Slocan Lake 
Gallery Society. Some confusion remains 
as to how to qualify the gallery building 
for the heritage registry.

Public works reported that fencing 

Silverton council, May 13: CBT grant applications reviewed
around the pumphouse and generator 
set is nearing completion, and new stairs 
have been built on the water tower. There 
are plans to do work on the footbridge, 
prepare the campsites for summer and 
finish repairs to creekside washrooms.

Given three readings were Bylaw 
451-2008, the five-year financial plan, 
and Bylaw 452-2008, the tax rate. The 
only outstanding item in this year’s 
budget is that municipal taxes have been 
reduced by five percent, while water and 
garbage rates remain at current rates. 

Council discussed a recommendation 
from a public personnel meeting of 
transferring some duties from the CFO 
(Chief Financial Officer) to the CAO 
(Chief Administrative Officer). The 
mayor pointed out that with CAO Ida 
having been away for a week at the 
elections course, her slate was already 
too busy. The item was tabled. A brief 
discussion ensued regarding the Public 
Works foreman’s job description but 
council agreed to accept it as presented. 
This description comes up for review 
routinely.

Out of in camera came information 
that Chris Fox resigned his position with 
the Village due to personal commitments. 
The Village has decided to hire Mark 

McLeod for the period from May 15 
to August 15 to do lawn and boulevard 
care, including around Dewis Park, 
creekside campground, the playground 
and day park. 

A discussion ensued regarding CBT 
grant allocations to the Village as to 
who on council might be in conflict of 
interest. It was decided that councilors 
Laktin and Provan were in conflict 
and Councillor Wiseman chose not 
to participate due to his interest in the 
Valhalla Summer School of Fine Arts 
Society (VSSFAS). At that point, council 
no longer had a quorum, so Mayor 
Everett suggested it was within council’s 
power to appoint a committee to decide 
the grant dispersements. Councillor 
Wiseman made a motion to assign the 
duty to Councillor Bell, Mayor Everett 
and CAO Ida, which was carried. At 
the committee meeting after the regular 
council meeting, it was decided that of 
the $3,066 allocated to Silverton, $500 
would be given to Friends of Memorial 
Hall, From the Ground Up $250, PALS 
$200, Slocan Lake Garden Society $500, 
Slocan Lake Stewardship Society $500, 

Slocan Lake Volunteer Water Rescue 
$500, VSSFAS $500. 

Council received a letter from 
Marilyn Mengler but was uncertain what 
she was requesting. Council instructed 
CAO Ida to write the Menglers that the 

Village is not considering a boundary 
expansion at this time due to being 
in the midst of an OCP review and 
that they should contact the regional 
district regarding matters concerning 
subdivisions. 
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Pied Pumkin gave a legendary performance at the Silverton Memorial Hall on 
Sunday night of the May Days weekend.
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It’s Sandal Season! Great Selection!

For active women... For active men...
411 Hall Street, Nelson, BC  V1L • Phone: 250-352-6261 • Toll Free: 1-800-337-1622

submitted
With nothing but an incredibly 

seasoned acoustic guitar, Michael 
Waters takes his listeners into a 
soundscape of longing and beauty, 
with a melodic narrative giving 
each composition its own story. 
Waters will be playing in New 
Denver at the Bosun Hall May 29 
at 7:30 pm, May 30 in Nelson at the 
United Church, 8 pm and Whatshan 
Lake Retreat May 31 at 7:30 pm.  

Bridge Guitar Reviews in the 
Netherlands has called him “a 
genius on the acoustic guitar” and 
a daily newspaper in Arabia calls 
his music “so much the colour of 
love.” He describes his approach 
to music as more devotion than 
performance – a style familiar 
in indigenous traditions around 
the world, where the purpose of 
music is to connect with nature 
and the elemental spirits. He credits 
traditional indigenous traditions 
with helping him “finally gain a 
correct approach” to playing.

In 2004, after playing 33 years 
as a spiritual practice, and having 
composed only two songs, his 
encounter with an Amazonian 
Shipibo healer and the rigorous 
medicine ceremonies they practice 
triggered a 16-month wave of 
virtuoso composition. This work 

Michael Waters to bring acoustic 
guitar wizardry to the valley

resulted in two CD recordings 
and the decision to begin to play 
publicly.

“The chants I was hearing in 
these Shipibo ceremonies were 
amazingly sophisticated and 
complex, and their power was 
something I had not heard since 
the late sixties, when I saw Duke 
Ellington with his full orchestra. 
It was astounding to hear all that 
coming from one single person 
chanting. It literally dissolved my 
world.” 

Along with the virtuoso 
material inspired by the medicine 
ceremonies, Michael has completed 
a second wave of composition 
called Acoustic Psychedelic Chill. 
‘Psychedelic Chill’ is a genre of 
electronic music often heard at 
raves or inner city clubs, but he 
is playing it on an acoustic guitar, 
using digital effects to allow him 
to combine rhythms and echoes in 
ways that seem to bend time and 
open the doors into other worlds.

Tickets are $10 adult, $5 
children, except for the Nelson 
show, which is $15 adult, $5 
children. For more information 
contact michael@ladybirdmusic.
com. Samples of Michael’s music 
can be heard on his website at 
www.ladybirdmusic.com . 

Guitarist Michael Waters will be performing in the West Kootenay, May 29 - 31.

by Art Joyce
I f  y o u  e n j o y  t h e  s u b t l e 

expressiveness and compressed power 
of Japanese dance, then you’re in for 
a treat. Hiromoto Ida’s Kessa deals 
with the struggles of life and death 
and the far-reaching power of memory 
in a profound, often humourous way. 
Performances will be at Nelson’s 
Capital Theatre June 13-14, 8 pm, 
with two shows on June 21, a 2 pm 
matinee and 8 pm. Local artist Tsuneko 
Kokubo (‘Koko’) is one of five women 
over 60 to perform in the cast, plus 
choreographer-dancer Ida.

Kessa is the real-life name of Ida’s 
grandmother, a ghostly but firmly 
grounding presence in the piece. Ida 
plays the main character in the very 
physical world of a fitness instructor, 
fending off the inevitable aging process 
in himself and his clients (played by 
Dagmar Galt, Celestina Hart, Heather 
Hutchinson and Stephanie Judy). 
But he is visited by memories of his 
grandmother, played by Kokubo, who 
was a strong influence in his youth. Ida’s 
daughter Maya plays his grandmother 
as a young girl.

 “My grandmother was a strong 
personality. I feel her presence often 
when I’m performing now,” Ida 
explains. “And working with these 
women helps me connect with the 
beauty I saw in my grandmother, 
something I want to let the audience 
experience.”

Hiromoto Ida was born and raised 
in Tokyo, Japan where he studied 
drama and performance at the Tama 
Art College. An avid hiker, he moved to 
Vancouver in 1987 but was drawn to the 
Kootenays in 1991 by a dance tour of 
schools in Nakusp and New Denver. Ida 
moved to Nelson in 2000 with his wife 
Carla Hutchinson, a physiotherapist, 
and their two children, Shota, 12, and 
Maya, 8. Last spring, Ida established 
his own company, Ichigo-Ichieh, and 
has collaborated with architect-dancer 
Thomas Loh. Ida’s first production 
for the company, Sentaku, premiered 
in Nelson last March. Several of his 
works have been shown in Vancouver 
at the Dancing on the Edge Festival 
and the Vancouver International Dance 
Festival. His dramatic roles include the 
starring role in the 1994 film Tokyo 

Cowboy and he was nominated for a 
Jessie award in the 1997 Vancouver 
performance of Serpent Kills.

Kokubo relocated to the Kootenays 
from Steveston, BC, where she was 
born the eldest daughter of a fisherman 
and a cannery worker. She was raised 
in Japan by her grandmother during 
World War II. Returning to Canada 
in her late teens, Kokubo studied Fine 
Arts for four years at Vancouver School 
of Art (now Emily Carr College). She 
first visited the New Denver area in 

the ‘60s to see where her mother and 
sister had been interned during the 
war. Kokubo met her long-time partner 
Paul Gibbons, “a prince disguised as a 
clown,” and together they formed Snake 
in the Grass Moving Theatre, a fixture 
on the Vancouver theatre scene for 
many years. When the big city started 
to encroach on Steveston’s cow fields, 
they decided it was time to leave, and 
moved to Silverton in 1994. Kokubo’s 
oils and acrylics, drawn from the 
inspiration of her mountain home, have 

been exhibited in public and private 
collections in Canada, Europe, Japan, 
Mexico and the US. 

“I always knew I wanted to be a 
painter – I painted everything I saw,” 
she says. “Then I fell in love with the 
magical Slocan Lake. It stayed with 
me.”

Tickets are available through 
Capital Theatre, 352-6363. Funding for 
Kessa has been provided by The Canada 
Council of the Arts, BC Arts Council 
and the Columbia Basin Trust.

Kessa dance piece features local artist Tsuneko Kokubo

Hiromoto Ida and Tsuneko Kokubo
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Smokey Creek Salvage
24 HR TOWING

New & Used Auto Parts, Back Hoe Work, 
Certified Welding & Repairs, Vehicle Removal

WE BUY CARS & TRUCKS
359-7815 ; 1-877-376-6539

3453 YEATMAN RD, SOUTH SLOCAN

SLOCAN VALLEY

The Corporation of 
the Village of Slocan

P.O. Box 50, Slocan B.C V0G 2C0

                      Notice       
The Village of Slocan

Offices will be closed on Fridays
Effective May 16, 2008

Office Hours will be
9:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m.
1:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m.
Monday to Thursday

by Leah Main
•Annual CBT Community 

Initiatives grant applications were 
received and discussed. Council will 
forward recommendations to Regional 
District for approval of grants to: 
Kohan Garden Conservation Initiative, 
Changing Climates Educational 
Society, From the Ground Up, PALS, 
Slocan Lake Stewardship Society, and 
Valhalla Fine Arts Society (Summer 
School of Music). CBT Community 
Liaison officer Lynda Lafleur was 
present at the meeting, and commented 
that “this was a delightful process 
to watch — you really know your 
community.”

•Mayor Wright reported on his 
meeting with Jeff Steadman of BC 
Housing, and council discussed the 
Housing Needs Analysis recently 
undertaken for the community. 

New Denver council, May 13: CBT grant applications reviewed
Council was not satisfied with the 
restrictions to the scope of the study, 
and the community did not support the 
model presented. Wright will continue 
talks with BC Housing and IHA, and 
attempt to get the terms of reference 
expanded for future investigation.

•Council acknowledged that the 
reservations policy for the campground 
is not working, and decided to not 
accept camping reservations for the 
remainder of this season. Existing 
reservations will be honoured, and 
the policy will be reviewed at the end 
of the season.

•Council has decided to proceed 
with discussions with IHA and RDCK 
regarding Denver Siding water. Serge 
Zibin, IHA Senior Drinking Water 
Officer, met with council on April 14 
and sent a follow-up letter on April 22. 
In the letter, he asks council to consider 
boundary expansion to Denver Siding 
for the purpose of providing water. In 
response to concerns about the impact 
this would have on the treatment 
of New Denver water, Zibin states: 
“Presently there is no indication 
that treatment of the water supply is 

required provided that the Village of 
New Denver continues to monitor and 
maintain a safe water supply.”

•Councillor Bunka presented a 
draft Food Charter, which was adopted 
by council. The Charter “recognizes 
that food security contributes to the 
health and well being of residents 
and that people have the right to be 
free from hunger,” and lists several 
actions council may take to promote 
food security, including: champion the 
importance of food security to federal, 
provincial and regional government 

partners; partner with local producers, 
community, cooperative, business and 
government organizations to increase 
the availability of healthy local foods; 
and support events that highlight the 
region’s diverse food resources.

•A request was received from 
Susan Yurychuk and Susie O’Donnell 
regarding the volume of traffic on 8th 
Avenue, with particular concern about 
truck traffic, which is prohibited. This 
has been referred to Public Works and 
Administration for investigation of the 
scope of the problem and potential 

solutions.
•Council approved an application 

for a revitalization grant for Mark 
Adams’ Main Street office building. He 
is currently refurbishing the exterior to 
reflect a heritage theme. 

•A complaint was received about 
a birch tree on Village property along 
the Mori Trail, which was ‘ringed 
or cut nearly through.’ Public Works 
determined that the tree does not 
present a safety hazard at the moment, 
but will need to be taken out in the 
future. 

by Jan McMurray
The Five Year Financial Plan Bylaw 

No. 624, and Tax Rates Bylaw No. 
625 were given three readings at New 
Denver’s May 13 council meeting and 
were adopted at a special meeting on 
May 15. 

The 2008 residential municipal 
tax rate is $2.14 per $1,000 of assessed 
value. The business rate continues to be 
double the residential rate and is $4.28 
per $1,000 this year. Village revenue 
from property taxes in 2008 is $141,270, 
up 3% from last year.

There are three fairly major capital 

New Denver budget highlights
projects in the budget for 2008. One 
is to install a swale system to improve 
drainage on Slocan Avenue and to 
replace the water tower reservoir. 
Funding for this project will come from 
the Community Works Fund, which is 
gas tax money. The Centennial Park 
project, to replace the playground 
equipment and to put in a new gazebo, 
will happen this year with or without 
a grant, reported Mayor Wright. The 
Village has applied for a ‘Towns for 
Tomorrow’ grant for the park upgrades, 
but Wright said, “We’ll call it ‘Towns 
for Today’ and go ahead without the 

grant if need be.” Some renovations 
are also slated for the New Denver 
Reading Centre, which will see a re-
configured front desk and new carpeting. 
The facility’s name will also change 
to the ‘New Denver Library’ to better 
describe it.

Wright commented that these capital 
projects are possible because of gas tax 
funding and the provincial grant for small 
communities, which has increased by 
$40,000 for New Denver in 2008. “The 
provincial grant has gone up significantly 
in the past three years and this has really 
helped small villages,” he said.

by Art Joyce
DJ Wright is smiling ear to 

ear, happy to be back on New 
Denver’s main street after working 
for the Apple Tree restaurant for 
20 years and two years at Fat Kats. 
Her new business, Garden Graces, 
offers customers a wide range of 
garden and personal items, including 
original sculpture by DJ, jewelry, 
organic and non-hybrid seeds, and 
garden décor.

She says the inspiration for the 
business came in a flash during a 
holiday with husband Gary Wright. 
She’s a little giddy with the speed at 
which things have progressed, from 
the initial inspiration back in October 
to opening her shop in May, with 
help from Community Futures.

It’s given her a chance to feature 
her favourite creative pastime after 
music, clay sculpture. She creates 
what she calls ‘wind charms’, 
a variation on wind chimes that 
uses hanging runes based on her 
individual readings. Each of her 
sculpted heads for gardens is unique, 
not made from molds and with room 
for potted plants. DJ says these add 
the sense of a garden spirit protecting 
and enhancing plant growth. 

Garden Graces has as its subtitle 
Kootenay Uniques because Wright 
wanted to provide a full-time outlet 
for local artisans, something that had 
been lacking in New Denver before. 
Treasures to be found in her shop 
include Lavish, the jewelry line by 
Lilliana Wright that uses fair trade 
gems and stones, What Knot Works 
by Barry and Sally Lamare, gorgeous 
handmade jewelry called Sea Jewels 
by Rick and Barbara Tegeler, pottery 
by Elly Scheepens, handmade cedar 
basketry by Eloise Charet and Nancy 

Guise, Hugh Wilson’s photography, 
garden screens by Eleanor and Joe 
Spangler, and miscellaneous items. 
DJ’s sister Joanne Horkoff provides 
custom knitting products. 

“As I’ve been open I get more 
people coming in with creative 
works. It’s a fertile valley that way, 
so many people doing such great 
work.”  

Local suppliers Hank Hastings 
and Rosalie Bird will supply Garden 
Graces with unique plant varieties, 
including a high altitude Peruvian 
bell pepper and organic tomato 
plants.

Well-known locally as an 
amateur birder, DJ keeps her bird 
books on the premises and is happy 
to answer any questions. She also 
stocks bird baths and houses, with 
more to come.  

DJ and husband Gary played 
music as entertainers for 15 years, 
and DJ still enjoys performing. To 

incorporate this into her business, 
she will offer you Toonie Runes 
and Tunes – for two dollars she 
will read your runes or sing you a 
tune. Got a personal question you 
want answered? Have DJ do a 
consultation with the Nordic runes, 
and then incorporate it into a unique 
piece of clay sculpture. 

DJ is happy to take commissions 
in clay sculpture for wind charms or 
funerary urns. With more families 
using cremation these days for 
deceased loved ones, DJ says she can 
create a custom urn that is unfired, 
designed to go back to the earth with 
the ashes.

“I’m also pleased to be part of 
the revival of the Bunka building, 
as I like to call it. We’ll have Anita’s 
hair salon, the gallery just renovated 
and now I have my shop here.”

Garden Graces can be contacted at 
358-2847. Hours are from 9:30-4:30 
Tuesday through Saturday. 

Garden Graces offers shoppers custom-made garden accents

submitted
On March 8, 2008 Slocan Lake 

RCMP executed a search warrant on a 
Slocan residence. The search revealed a 
sophisticated marijuana grow operation 
with several hundred plants at various 
stages of growth. Two residents are now 
facing charges under the Controlled 
Drugs and Substances Act. 

Upon the discovery of modified 
electrical wiring within the home, 
police directed Fortis Utilities to attend 
to disconnect the residence’s electrical 
service at the street until such time as the 
building can pass a complete electrical 
inspection at the owners’ expense.   

The Canada Revenue Agency is 
currently estimating past revenues from 
the operation to compare with income 
taxes paid. Police have contacted 
the Ministry of Children and Family 
Development over concerns with 
children residing in proximity to hazards 
attributed to the marijuana production at 
this location including onsite criminal 
activity, mold, pollen, insects, electrical 
and chemical hazards as well as the 
vulnerability of marijuana production 
operations to armed criminal raids.   

The occupant of this residence as 
well as a couple from another jurisdiction 
with interest in this property have been 

served with notices from the Supreme 
Court of British Columbia that the 
property at issue has been seized by the 
BC Department of Justice with a view 
toward forfeiture to the Crown. 

Police remind the public of the many 
hazards associated with drug production 
and trafficking and encourage those 
engaged in the industry to seek what 
assistance they can to end their involvement 
in these activities. Information relating to 
the illicit production or distribution of 
controlled drugs or substances can be 
provided to either police or anonymously 
to the Provincial Crimestoppers agency at 
1 800 222 TIPS.

Grow-op in Slocan busted, owners could lose property

Donna jean and Gary Wright put the finishing touches on Garden Graces.
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WE Graham 
Community Service 

Society
Would greatly appreciate your

Slocan Valley Historical Pictures 
and Documents

They will be scanned and 
returned immediately

We will be using the digital 
copies for our Summer Day Camp 

Program

Please call 355-2484 to 
make arrangements

by Don Currie
•Council approved a standing 

committee of Councillors Elliot and 
Perriere and citizen volunteers Jamie 
Ingram and Pat Ashton to move forward 
with plans for a Fitness Centre and to 
ensure that a $29,000 grant received 
for the project is spent in accordance 
with the grant requirements. The grant 
stipulates the type of equipment that 
must be installed. 

•Council approved a proposal 
by the Legion to construct a games 
room in the upper floor of the Silvery 
Slocan Hall proposal, provided plans 
were presented to council prior to 
construction, that all alterations meet 
the requirements of the building code 
and that the Village not incur any costs. 
Pat Ashton, representing the Legion, 
said the idea was to have a pool table, 
darts board and shuffle board and to 
apply for a liquor license.

•As required by the Community 
Charter, Mayor and Council gave final 
reading to Bylaw 569, the 2007 Financial 
Plan Amendment Bylaw to account for 
a $190,000 increase in expenditures 
over those projected for 2007. Council 
planned to spend, $779,548 in 2007 but 
actually spent $969,548. The revenue 
shortfall was made up by sale of land 
amounting to $125,000 and $65,000 
from borrowing.

•The Financial Plan 2008-2012 
bylaw was given three readings. Total 
revenue from property taxes in 2008 is 
five percent more than in 2007, and there 
will be “a reduction in staff hours and 
reduction in conferences” for 2008. The 
plan also includes the cost of recruiting 
a new CAO and additional legal bills 
incurred by the municipality. The new 
2008 financial plan projects revenues 
of $981,978, including $70,000 sale of 
land and $72,600 transferred from Own 
Funds. Mayor and council will provide 
more detailed information at a public 
open house scheduled for the Silvery 
Slocan Hall at 7 pm on May 27.

•Marla Olsen, Acting Chief 
Administrative Officer (A-CAO), was 
hired at a special meeting on April 25. 
She is Nelson’s former City Clerk and 
will hold the temporary position until 
council appoints a new CAO to replace 
former CAO Eunice Ludlow, who 
resigned at a special meeting of council 
on March 19. Eligible candidates are 
required to have five years experience in 
municipal government administration at 
the management level. The competition 
closes at 4 pm on June 12, 2008. 

•A-CAO Olsen advised council 
that it should review the Building 
Bylaw, the Council Procedures Bylaw 
and the Zoning Bylaw. A-CAO Olsen 
pointed out that bylaws should be clear 
and written in plain language that can 
be understood by staff and the public. 
The A-CAO memo states that the 
zoning bylaw presently seems to be 
misunderstood. The building bylaw 
must be updated to meet legislation 
and insurance recommendations that 
were enacted about five years ago. The 
A-CAO memo also said the procedures 
bylaw should not be confusing, pointing 
out that some sections (such as regular 
meetings) conflict with other sections. 

•A proposal to amend the Travel 
Expense Bylaw to remove the provision 
for a staff per diem of $90 per day in 
addition to meals, incidental expenses 
and a private vehicle allowance of 45 
cents per kilometre was referred back 
to staff. Councillor Septav wanted the 
whole bylaw to be reviewed. A-CAO 
Olsen pointed out that would hold up 
action on the amendments until July.

•Council approved a request from 
the WE Graham PAC for the use of the 
Village outdoor stage and picnic tables 
for “Spring it On,” a fundraiser to be held 
at the school on May 24 from 11:30 am 
to 3 pm. The event will include carnival 
games for kids, live entertainment and a 

car wash as well as a dunk tank. Mayor 
and council were invited to volunteer “to 
get wet.” Funds will go toward a new 
multi-media room, creative writing, art 
and sport programs.

•Works Foreman Tim Hill reported 
that a proper six-inch shutoff valve had 
been installed at the property line of 
the hotel. Work to turn on water and 
paint the washrooms at the RV Park, 
the Kiddy Park and the beach was 
underway. Stairs and hot tub repairs 
to the Emergency Operations Centre 
were in accordance with building permit 
requirements. The Slocan highway sign 
was repaired and repainted. Work was 
proceeding on the book shelves for the 
library. A-CAO Olsen recommended 
that library volunteers be advised of 
the work being done. The foreman 
reported that the water plant will require 
regular maintenance during freshet with 
monitoring of membranes, manual 
cleaning of pre-filters every 48 hours. 
The foreman advised council of an 
ongoing problem of large amounts 
of household garbage being dumped 
around town. Investigations were 
underway.

•John Gates reported on the RDCK 
April meeting. Councillor Hillary Elliot 
will represent the Village of Slocan on 

the Slocan Valley South Regional Parks 
and Recreation Commission, replacing 
outgoing member Joanne Ellis. He said 
a survey of recreational needs in the 
whole area is underway. A $6,500 grant 
for the Wellness Centre had been applied 
for under the Community Development 
Fund program. He also reported that 
council had recommended to the RDCK 
board that Slocan’s portion of the 
Columbia Basin Trust Community 
Initiatives funds be distributed as 
follows: $1,500 to the Literacy Alliance, 
$1,500 to Slocan First Responders, $500 
to the WE Graham Community School, 
$500 to the Slocan Lake Stewardship 
and $500 to Rails to Trails. 

•Lynda Lafleur, Community 
Liaison for Columbia Basin Trust, 
briefed council on the CBT Community 
Development program, which she 
described as “huge.” She said $7 
million had been distributed under this 
program in 2007. She recommended 
that communities develop priorities for 
funding and proposed that council set a 
date for a meeting among local groups 
to discuss funding proposals. Lafleur 
pointed out that funding could not be 
used for health care, local government 
or schools, but she was available to work 
with groups to find funding for such 

needs. Council passed a motion to set 
a date for a meeting and to invite local 
participants.

•Turning to correspondence, council 
noted a letter sent by Mayor Van Bynen 
to Mabel Bone of the Women’s Institute 
(WI) pledging council support for 
Women’s Institute funding applications 
to assist with building maintenance and 
improvements. The hall is owned by the 
Village and for many years served as a 
centre for WI meetings and activities.

•Council discussed a letter inviting 
applications for funding from the 
UBCM Local Government Program 
Services dealing with emergency 
planning for the animal mass carcass 
disposal program. Councillor Elliot 
urged council to apply for funding and 
pointed out that there was only one day 
left to make application. Mayor Van 
Bynen commented that Emergency 
Planning has a mass disposal site but no 
one knows where it is and requested that 
Foreman Tim Hill make inquires. 

•Council discussed a letter from 
MP Alex Atamanenko to Councillor 
Gates in his capacity as RDCK Director. 
The MP has received concerns about 
the possible introduction of leasing or 
mooring of house-boats and jet-skis 
for commercial purposes on Slocan 

Lake. Councillor Elliott noted it was an 
Official Community Plan (OCP) issue 
and that Area H North was developing 
a policy. She said the concern was 
for large commercial use such as 
marinas and pollution resulting from 
uncontrolled use. She noted that New 
Denver had adopted a bylaw barring 
rentals. Mayor Van Bynen expressed 
support for expanded tourism use of 
the lake. Councillor Perriere was for 
adopting policies to avoid “a free for 
all” on the Lake pointing to the situation 
in Kelowna where uncontrolled growth 
resulted in “no access left” for locals. 
Council directed Councillor Elliott 
to obtain the New Denver bylaw for 
study.

•Council noted correspondence 
from the BC Ministry of Health claiming 
successful recruitment of 56 general 
practitioners to fill vacancies in rural BC 
communities. The $10 million program 
announced in June 2007 was designed 
to attract 90 family physicians for 
communities in need. Communities in 
the Kootenays that have benefited from 
the plan include Castlegar (1), Nakusp 
(1) and Trail (1). Councillor Septav 
recommended that council investigate 
the services that might be available to 
Slocan under the plan.

Slocan council, May 14: Standing committee formed for Fitness Centre

submitted
“Welcome to our way of life … 

in a wild and natural place with a 
unique community character we seek to 
preserve.” That’s how the ‘Welcoming 
Guide to the North Slocan’ begins. 

A professional brochure designed 
for visitors and prospective homebuyers, 
the Welcoming Guide is now available 
from the Villages of Silverton and 
New Denver, Chamber of Commerce, 
realtors and businesses in the North 
Slocan region.

“As a group dedicated to a 
healthy community and landscape, 
we felt a brochure was a great way to 
communicate local views and values to 
visitors and those who might make this 
region their home,” says Jan McMurray, 
one of the New Denver-based Healthy 
Housing Society board members – the 
non-profit society that spearheaded the 
project. 

Jan brought the idea to the local 
society and with funding from the 
Columbia Basin Trust and BC Healthy 
Communities, the project took off last 
fall.

Sketching local culture, including 
topics such as the rich and diverse history 
of the region, strong community spirit, 

Welcoming Guide to the North Slocan now available
recreation, services, and ‘living with 
nature, living by the lake,’ the brochure 
uses eloquent language and powerful 
images to portray an authentic sense of 
the culture in the North Slocan.

“This brochure is one way to give 
legs to our Official Community Plans 
and to express that there is a way of life 
here that we’d like to maintain,” said 
Nadine Raynolds, project coordinator 
and lead writer. “We have an eclectic 
mix of people here, and sure, we don’t 
always agree on everything. While there 
are diverse perspectives, and this social 
diversity is important, we have some 
strong common values.”

 “What we tried to do with this 
project is articulate our shared views 
and values, in an effort to ensure a 
healthy community and future,” said 
Raynolds.

Much of the language in the brochure 
is pulled directly from local and regional 
official community planning documents 
and processes. 

The Villages of Silverton and New 
Denver were consulted during the 
design and development of the brochure, 
and the Area H North APC, Chamber 
of Commerce, realtors and many local 
residents provided input. Local writers, 

editors, and designers were involved 
in the production, and all images were 
provided by photographers living in the 
North Slocan.

The Healthy Housing Society is 
proud to have developed this special 

document and looks forward to feedback 
and comments on its reception. 

The welcoming guide will be 
distributed in print format, and is 
available online at www.valleyvoice.
ca. 
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Ph: 359-7111  Fax: 359-7587
website: www.playmorpower.com

e-mail: playmor@hotmail.com
Playmor Junction Hwy 6 & 3A

1043 Playmor

A member of Nelson’s Fruit Union does a trick at the Kaslo 
Skatepark Demo on Sunday.

The soap box derby is always one of the most popular New Denver May Days events.
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Global Gift 
Discoveries 

Inspiring 
Arts 

318  Broadway  S t .   Nakusp ,  BC   265 -3288

New Local Art
Pottery by Susan Janzen • Oil paintings by Boukje Elzinga  

Carvings and prints by Lewis Sherrod

• Just in - a tremendous 
collection of used Jazz CDS

Thousands of used Books 
and new & used CDs

Packrat annie’s
411 Kootenay St. Nelson 354-4722

MAY DAYS

Kids compete in the potato sack race on Saturday at Kaslo May Days.

A professional competitor bucks a log in Sunday’s logger sports event at 
Kaslo May Days.

New Denver Princesses Michelle Magnusson and Hazen Donnet battle one another in the canoe jousting competition during May Days.
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Saddle Mountain Internet 
Society gives back CBT funding
by Jan McMurray

The Saddle Mountain Internet 
Society (SMIS) is giving back the 
$28,214 it was awarded in CBT 
Community Initiatives funding after 
discovering that Columbia Cable is 
planning to bring high-speed internet 
service to largely the same area 
SMIS had planned to cover.

This is good news for the groups 
that were unsuccessful in their 
funding requests at the May 4 vote 
for Rural Nakusp projects, as the 
funds will now be re-distributed. 
The Arrow Lakes Arts Council will 
receive $750 for the Celebration of 
Wellness; the Nakusp Centennial 
Golf Club will receive $10,000; and 
the Cultural Community of Nakusp 
and Area Society (CCNAS) will 
receive $4,000 for its auditorium 
revitalization project.

This also frees up $4,000 of 
Nakusp’s funding, because CCNAS 
had originally applied for $6,000 
from Nakusp and $4,000 from Rural 
Nakusp. Due to an error, $10,000 was 
put on the Nakusp ballot for CCNAS 
and the project was successful. 
Since they only need $10,000, the 
extra $4,000 will go to Columbia 

Basin Alliance for Literacy for radio 
expansion. The amount leftover from 
Rural Nakusp ($13,464) will be 
added to next year’s allotment.

The Saddle Mountain Internet 
Society (SMIS) formed to bring 
high-speed wireless internet service 
to Brouse and Crescent Bay, plus 
areas up the North Road and south 
of town along the lake as far as 
McDonald Creek Park and Idler 
Road. Columbia Cable plans to bring 
service to Brouse and Crescent Bay. 
At a SMIS board meeting on May 
12, it was it was determined that 
Columbia Cable would be the better 
solution to the high-speed internet 
needs of those areas, both in cost and 
connection speeds.

Dave McMillan, SMIS president, 
said, “Everyone on the SMIS board 
hopes that Columbia Cable will 
move as quickly as possible to 
bring this much-needed high-speed 
Internet service to the rural areas 
of Nakusp. The Saddle Mountain 
Internet Society will continue 
work on providing service to those 
residences that will be beyond 
the bounds of Columbia Cable’s 
proposed services.”

Lindsey Schneider, Stephanie Rupp, Alli Matchett, Cassidy Wethal and Tama 
Tamaki work intently on the NSS yearbook, which is available to order now.

BUYERS OF CEDAR 
& PINE POLES

Mike Casey  cell   344-8477
Offering planning, management 
and sales for Woodlot Licences 

and Private Land Owners.

P.O. Box 4, 
Brisco, B.C. V0A 1B0

Phone (250) 346-3315
Fax (250) 346-3218

TOLL FREE 1-866-346-3315

WOOD PRESERVERS LTD.

submitted
If you’re a gambler and want to 

take a little chance where the odds will 
always be in your favour, then do we 
have an activity for you. On Sunday, 
May 25, Slocan Valley Recreation 
and the Slocan Valley Heritage Trail 
Society will once again be hosting 
the second Slocan Valley Poker Pedal. 
Everyone from the youngest to the 
oldest are invited to grab their bikes 
and helmets and come along for a 
pedal and a friendly game along the 
way.

This year the Poker Pedal will 
introduce participants to another 

Poker Pedal returns to Slocan Valley Rail Trail
scenic section of the Slocan Valley 
Rail Trail, beginning at the Rehwald 
farm at the top of Kosiancic’s hill at 11 
am. Those who are up to the challenge 
will follow the rail trail north to either 
Slocan Park or Passmore, discovering 
a highly picturesque section of the 
Slocan River along the way. The grade 
is level and relatively smooth and the 
only real challenge is how often you’ll 
be stopping to take in the eye candy.

Riders will cycle north, stopping 
at stations set up along the way. At 
each location they draw a card from 
the deck. If going to Slocan Park and 
back, a total of five cards are drawn per 
player and if going as far as Passmore 
they’ll be drawing a total of seven 
cards. At the end of the ride, the best 
five-card hand wins. 

When folks return there’ll be 
refreshments and a barbeque waiting 
and when everyone gets back there’ll 
be draw prizes (courtesy of area 
businesses) as well as the best poker 
hand presentation. Admission ranges 
from $3 person to $8 family. Make 
sure you have a bike helmet as well as 
sun screen and water. The entire event 

should be over by 1:30 pm.
The event will also give folks a 

chance to find out about what’s going 
on along the Rail Trail this year. The 

SVHTS  will be hosting their AGM on 
Thursday, May 29  at the Slocan Park 
Hall and memberships will be available 
at the bike ride. It’s an exciting time in 

the group, with lots going on. 
For more information contact 

Slocan Val ley Recreat ion at 
226-0008.

submitted
The Regional District of Central 

Kootenay and the Slocan Valley 
Recreation Commission want to 

Regional District to send out recreation surveys to Area H
know what you think. After months 
of discussion within the commission 
a survey will be going out the week 
of May 26 to every household within 
a portion of Area H and the Village of 
Slocan that the service covers.

“There’s a changing population 
dynamic within the Slocan Valley,” 
notes John Gates, Chairperson 
of the Slocan Valley Recreation 
Commission, “and our staff and the 
commission want to ensure that the 
service being offered reflects those 
changing needs.”

The survey offers 20 questions 
that they are hoping a strong 
proportion of the community fill 
out and return before the June 20 

deadline.
“I’ve been doing this since 1992,” 

says Craig Lawrence, Recreation 
Coordinator in the Slocan Valley, 
“and with increasing costs and a 
changing population, we need to 
offer a service that reflects what 
people want. Here’s a chance for 
folks to let us know what they like 
to do and we’ll try our best to see if 
we can enhance and expand  those 
interests.”

The more who respond to 
the survey, the more reliable the 
results will be towards determining 
future directions in programming. 
Questions will include finding out 
what people like to do, how often 
they take advantage of the service, 
where they live, their thoughts on 
the service and several more. 

Approximately 4000 people live in 
this portion of Area H, which runs from 
South Slocan to Enterprise Creek. 

Skylah Hanna wowed the crowd with her hoola-hooping skills at the Celebration of Wellness Festival in Nakusp 
on Mother’s Day weekend.
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Honey Bear 
Bakery

Summer Hours 
Tues-Sat 9:00-4:00 
Closed Sun & Mon 

311 7th Ave NW • Nakusp • 265-4633
Rear Alley Entrance

NAKUSP & THE ARROW LAKES

Computer 
Acting Up?

Call Ron at the Old Grey Barn 
250-265-2163

The 2008 Graduating Class of
Nakusp Secondary School

cordially invites you to attend their
Graduation Ceremonies

Saturday, June 7, 2007
at 1:00 PM

Nakusp Arena Complex

by Jan McMurray
•Nancie Dohan attended as a 

delegation on behalf of the Central 
Kootenay Invasive Plant Committee 
(CKIPC). She said that invasive plants 
in the Nakusp area include Scotch 
broom, brown knapweed, and meadow 
knapweed. Invasive plants are not from 
Canada and are highly competitive, 
killing the plants around them.

The CKIPC does a Weed Tour every 
June, and this year, the tour is taking 
place in the Nakusp area on June 19. 
There will be a bus that picks people 
up in Slocan and New Denver on the 
way. The tour will carry on to Fauquier 
for lunch at the Mushroom Addition 
Restaurant. Dohan said there will be 
great speakers, and invited all council 
members to join the tour.

S h e  a l s o  m e n t i o n e d  t h e 
‘Communities Pulling Together’ 
program, where community groups 
are given $250 for three hours of work 
pulling invasive plants.

•Councillor Switzer reported that 
a meeting about the Animal Control 
contract was held May 8. He, Mayor 

Hamling, CAO Bob Lafleur, Area K 
Director Paul Peterson, and RDCK 
staffperson Dawn Attorp were in 
attendance. Switzer said they felt the 
contract was basically satisfactory. 
However, they agreed that more 
information on animal control should 
be provided to the public. Also, the 
officer needs a way to be identified as 
the Animal Control Officer and she 
should carry a pager. The officer has 
been doing 20 patrols per month, but her 
reports have been going to the RDCK 
only. From now on, the Village will also 
receive her reports.

•Mayor Hamling reported that at 
this same May 8 meeting, they discussed 
setting up a commission to manage 
services that are shared between the 
Village and Area K, such as the arena 
and library. In June, the RDCK will 
provide recommendations on the set-
up of the commission for council to 
review.

•The RDCK sent the supplementary 
Letters Patent showing that the Village 
owns the arena and bylaws showing 
the RDCK’s history of contributing 

financially to the facility. Councillor 
Mueller pointed out that the 1999 bylaw 
states that the amount of tax collected 
for the service “shall be $160,000 or an 
average rate of $1.01 per $1,000 of net 
taxable value of land and improvements, 
whichever is greater.” She said they 
were contravening their bylaw by 
collecting only $160,000.

CAO Lafleur said he read this bylaw 
the same way and had asked the RDCK 
CAO for clarification.

•Two grant applications were 
submitted April 30 under the Gas Tax 
Innovations Fund program. For the 
hot springs hot water heating system 
upgrade, $48,000 was requested. For 
the arena heat recovery system and 
geothermal panels, $660,000 was 
requested. This arena upgrade will 
cost $885,000 in total, with the Village 
contributing $100,000 and the RDCK 
contributing $125,000.

•The Cultural Conference Centre 
Committee wrote to update council on 
phase two of the auditorium revitalization 
project – assessment, planning and 
preliminary design. Consultants will be 

Nakusp council, May 13: Presentation on invasive plants
hired to assess the acoustics, lighting 
and electrical, heating and cooling, 
structural engineering, kitchen, theatre, 
and interior design. A revitalization plan 
will be compiled and preliminary plans 
drawn. Phase two will also involve 
setting a budget for phase three. In 
December, the group hopes to complete 
phase two and begin writing grant 
applications for phase three.

•Councillor Switzer reported on a 
meeting of the consultative committee 
for the BC Hydro Mica 5 project, where 
he learned that Nakusp receives much 
less in BC Hydro grants in lieu of taxes 
than Golden, Revelstoke and Valemount. 
The committee asked for clarification of 
the formula used to calculate the grants. 
In 2007, Nakusp received $25,519; 
Golden received $74,103; Revelstoke 
received $1,714,599; and Valemount 
received $193,583.

He also reported from that meeting 
that Non-Treaty Storage Agreements 
(NTSA) play a big part in reservoir 
fluctuations. There are no NTSAs now, 
and there will be public consultation 
before any new agreements are made. 
He stressed the importance of being part 
of the consultations.

•Nothing was found during the 
Archaeological Impact Assessment 
at the campground on May 3 and 4. 
The assessment was done by Horizon 
Heritage Consulting as an initiative of 
the Sinixt Nation and Nakusp Museum 
Society. These groups believe there were 
Sinixt pithouses on this site.

•Sharon Montgomery of the Nakusp 
and District Museum Society will 
attend the May 27 council meeting 
as a delegation to update council on 
its proposal for a Native Interpretive 
Centre in an unused portion of the park. 
Mayor Hamling assured council that 
Montgomery understands that a park 
plan must be completed before anything 
is approved.

•Council received a petition signed 
by 15 residents of Cotswold Road who 
are opposed to a through road between 

Cotswold and Nakusp East Roads as 
planned by developer John Falkiner. 
Council noted that Falkiner was 
following the zoning and subdivision 
servicing bylaw. It was also mentioned 
that the fire department and public works 
preferred the through road, providing 
two exits, over a cul-de-sac, providing 
only one way in and out.

•The RDCK wrote to inform council 
that the recycling depot would get more 
bins and a new layout. They asked that 
camping not be allowed in the area in 
future, as space is needed for the truck 
that picks up the bins. In the past, there 
has been camping there during Music 
Fest. Council asked the CAO to discuss 
this at the meeting scheduled for May 15 
regarding the Music Fest agreement.

•CAO Lafleur reported that the 
deadline had passed for the Local 
Motion grant, which would have been 
suitable for the library’s project to 
provide disabled access. Lafleur said 
he would watch for the next round of 
funding under the program.

•Council will invite Trevor Shephard 
of Delterra Engineering to a meeting on 
May 20 or 22 to review the Development 
Cost Charge bylaw.

•Mayor Hamling will work with 
staffperson Rachel Hughes on a 
newsletter for the Village.

by Jan McMurray
A meeting scheduled for May 15 

to hammer out a draft Music Festival 
agreement between Village staff 
and Music Fest representatives was 
cancelled after questions of possible 
conflict of interest were raised at the 
May 13 council meeting.

Doug Switzer was set to attend the 
meeting on behalf of the Music Festival. 
Switzer is an employee of Octopus 
Music, which Nakusp Roots Music 
Society (NRMS) hires to manage the 
festival. He is also a Village councillor.

At the May 13 council meeting, 
Councillor Dahlen asked if it could be 
perceived as a conflict of interest that 
Switzer was involved with negotiating 
the agreement. She also wondered why 
Octopus staff would be involved rather 
than the NRMS executive.

When it became apparent that 
there would be discussion about this, 
Councillors Switzer and Mueller 
excused themselves.

Mayor Hamling said Switzer 
was not in conflict, as he would be 
representing the Music Festival at the 
meeting. The plan was that Village staff 
and Music Fest representatives would 
come up with an agreement that they 
felt was acceptable to both parties. The 
agreement would then come before 
council for consideration. At that time, 
Councillor Switzer would excuse 
himself as he and Councillor Mueller 
always do when Music Festival issues 
come up on the agenda. She said the 
NRMS executive had decided to ask 
Octopus to handle the agreement.

Councillor Heppner said he had 
brought the same concern to Mayor 
Hamling before the meeting, but was 
satisfied after their discussion. “We 
[three council members] have the final 
say. He doesn’t have a right to vote on 
it,” said Heppner.

After the council meeting, Switzer 
decided to cancel the meeting about the 
agreement. “I’ve pulled out of it because 
of the concerns raised,” he said in a 
telephone interview. “I won’t participate 
in any discussion about it at all – I won’t 
be present at the meeting with Village 
staff and I won’t discuss it at council. 
I feel kind of bad that this happened. I 
figured it would cause more problems 
than it’s worth, so I just cancelled.”

Switzer said he was “just trying to 
move this forward. There was no intent 
to manipulate the process. I was trying to 
ease the process more than anything.” 

When asked where this left the 
agreement, Switzer said, “It’s back to 
the drawing board. We keep running 
into snags with the Village and the 
Music Fest and I’m not sure why that’s 

Meeting on Music Fest agreement cancelled
happening, but it is.”

Last fall, after problems between 
council and festival organizers led to 
the cancellation of the community 
park project and issues arose around 
maintenance of the ball fields, Nakusp 
council decided that it would like to 

have a more comprehensive agreement 
in place this year with the Nakusp Roots 
Music Society for the Music Festival. 
In the past, the festival has operated 
with a rental agreement only, and extra 
costs have been determined after the 
festival.

by Jan McMurray
Nakusp’s 2008 budget shows 

income from general municipal taxation 
to be $762,735, up from $734,000 in 
2007. The Village has set the municipal 
residential tax rate at $3.32 per $1,000 
of assessed value, down from $4.01 
last year. Assessments for residences 
in Nakusp have gone up by 24.6% 
on average. So, on average, a home 
worth $150,000 in 2007 would be 
worth $186,900 this year. In 2007, this 
homeowner would have paid $601 in 
municipal taxes; in 2008, he will pay 
$620. Total taxation on this residence, 
including municipal, regional, school, 
hospital, BC Assessment Authority, 
Municipal Finance Authority, and 
police, would come to $1,477 this year, 
up from $1,464 last year.

Some residences increased 
dramatically in value this year, so let’s 
have a look at a home that jumped 

Nakusp tax rates set for 2008
in value by 50%, from $150,000 to 
$225,000. This homeowner paid $601 
in municipal taxes last year and will 
pay $746 this year. Total taxation on this 
residence would be $1,779 this year, up 
from $1,464 last year.

The business rate has gone from 
$10.94 per $1,000 of assessed value last 
year to $9.05 this year. Assessed values 
of businesses, on average, increased 
by 15.9%. A business worth $100,000 
last year would have paid $1,094 in 
municipal taxes. If the assessment of 
that business increased by the average of 
15.9%, it would be worth $115,900 this 
year and municipal taxes would have 
dropped slightly to $1,049. Total taxes 
on this business would have been $2,454 
last year and will be $2,366 this year.

A business that increased in value 
by 50%, from $100,000 to $150,000, 
would be paying $1,357 in municipal 
taxes this year, up from $1,094 last year. 
Total taxes on this business would be 
$3,062 this year, compared to $2,454 
last year.

Nakusp adopts 
2008-2012 budget
by Jan McMurray

Nakusp’s five-year financial plan 
was adopted at the May 13 council 
meeting. The Village is working with a 
$5,112,870 budget in 2008.

Capital expenditures for the arena 
facility total $379,500 in 2008. In 
2009, there is $1,258,000 budgeted 
for upgrades to the complex. Arena 
upgrades will be funded mostly by 
grants, with some contributions from 
reserves.

The hot springs have been allotted 
$67,640 in capital expenditures in 
2008, with $459,750 budgeted for 2009 
and $200,000 in 2010. This funding 
will come from borrowing, grants, 
operations/taxation and from reserve 
accounts.

The sewage project has been 
earmarked $322,495 in 2008, $381,505 
in 2009 and $306,000 in 2010. The 
grand majority of this funding comes 
from grants, with the remainder coming 
from reserves.

The water upgrade project will cost 
$237,000 in 2008, $708,000 in 2009 and 
$714,112 in 2010. Again, this funding 
comes largely from grants, and some 
from reserves.

A new fire hall is on the books for 
2009, with an $800,000 line item, to be 
funded by borrowing.
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Many thanks to everyone who 
donated, contributed and supported 
the Trinity McQuair Memorial Fund 
fundraising event at Summit Lake 

Ski Area on May 10th, 2008.

A huge thank you to the following for 
your donations to the silent auction:

• Nakusp Ski Club
• Nakusp Roots Music Society
• Doug & Dorraine Gustafson

• Big White/Silver Star
• Trish Heusken

• Denyse Marshall
• What’s Brewing on Broadway
• Heather Davidson (Partylite)

• Dave Jackson
• Kuskanax Lodge
• Broadway Deli

• Chumley’s Restaurant
• Three Lions Pub

• Susan’s Pilates Studio
• Whitewater Winter Resort

• Cut Rite Meats
• Making Memories Scrapbook and 

Cardmaking Supplies
• Studio Connexion

• Brian & Debbie Roberts
• Beautiful Image Naturally by Patti

• Mark’s Custom Meat Cutting
• Artistic Interiors

• North Nakusp Automotive
• O’Brien’s on the Lake

• Arrow Lakes Ready-Mix
• Nakusp General Store

• Horizon 2 Horizon Photography
• True North

• Crescent Bay Construction
• Travis Rice

• Kaleidoscope Gardening
• Arrow Tipi

• Dakine
• Dirt Clothing

• Kootenay Heart’n Soul Bodyworks
• Kate Tupper

• Meritxell Books
• Woodfire Pizza

• Wilf Hewat Repairs
• Arrow Lakes Engraving

• Cindy Hagen
• Reitmeier Family (New Denver) and 

Harlow Creek Logging
• Gypsy Hollow
• Jessica Hogg

Our event raised funds to support 
a bursary for a graduate from 

Nakusp Secondary School under 
the Summit Lake Racers for which 
a SLR member may apply in order 
to further their ski or board racing 

career.

The McQuair Family & Friends 
greatly appreciated the Nakusp and 
New Denver communities’ support.

Thank-You!!

by Jan McMurray
Mother’s Day weekend got off 

to a great start with keynote speaker 

Mary Gordon at the Building Healthy 
Communities for Families conference 
in Nakusp.

Mary Gordon is a parenting expert, 
child advocate and the founder of 
‘Roots of Empathy,’ a program that 
is in place in many schools locally, 
provincially and nationally. 

Gordon’s message is that the power 
of relationships is key to learning and 
child development. “It is the power 
of relationships that fire and wire 
the brain,” she said. She believes 
that instruction is probably the least 
effective way to learn and that dialogue 
and sharing is the best way.

Gordon said she used to worry 
about the children who didn’t learn 
to read on time, but has come to 
understand that “learning to relate is 
more important. If you don’t have 
emotional understanding, you are 
unhappy. We are in trouble if we have 
unhappy children.”

The family unit is where it all 
begins, she said. “Home is where the 
heart is, but also where the start is.” 
She said it was not the structure of 
the family that is important in child 
development, but rather the quality 
of the relationship between parent 

and child. 
She also stressed the importance of 

the community supporting the family. 
“If community doesn’t take care of 
family, we will be forever looking 
after children that are falling through 
the cracks,” she said.

Gordon developed the Roots of 
Empathy program to foster emotional 
learning in the classroom. In the Roots 
of Empathy program, a baby and 
mother visit an elementary classroom 
once a month throughout the school 
year. There is supporting curriculum 
for the students before and after each 
visit. 

“The gift of the program is to 
see the spirit of the children – how 
they feel,” she said. “They have 
enormous compassion. The baby is 
just a catalyst.” 

Gordon has met with the Dalai 
Lama, who says that Roots of Empathy 
is “the milk of compassion” and 
profoundly understands that the 
program can build world peace, where 
wars and treaties cannot. 

“We’re about how we feel. Good 
things happen when we give children 
the opportunity to tell us who they are,” 
said Gordon.

She has recently piloted a Seeds of 
Empathy program with 3-5-year-olds. 
The program is much like Roots of 
Empathy, but has a literacy component. 
“We have seen amazing things. When 
the children reflect on how they feel, 
they also reflect on how others feel,” 
she said.

Someone asked her if she would 
consider developing a program for 
high school students. She said she 
has been thinking about it, but she 
hesitates because high school students 
move from class to class and have 
many different teachers. She feels it 

is effective at the elementary level 
because the teacher reinforces the 
material on a regular basis, and there is 
a solid community of children.

She was also asked about her 
thoughts on praising children. She said 
praising was wonderful to do at home, 
but is to be avoided in group situations. 
“If we praise one child for a good 
answer or an insightful question, it 
makes other children less likely to say 
something or ask a question because 
they couldn’t bear it if they couldn’t 
get praise also. You encourage one and 
you discourage 24.”

Mary Gordon speaks at the Building Healthy Communities for Families conference

by Jan McMurray
President of Arrow Lakes Search 

and Rescue, Gord Hogaboam, 
received the Road Rescue Volunteer 
of the Year award from Alan Bond of 
the Provincial Emergency Program 
(PEP) at the May 13 council 
meeting.

“I am here this evening to 
recognize a stellar member of the 
Nakusp and area community,” said 
Bond. “Gord has proven to be a 
tireless champion of Road Rescue; 
he works tirelessly to assist with 
fundraising for the volunteer group 
and uses his skills and knowledge to 
help train others.”

Mayor Hamling gave Hogaboam 
some hot springs passes on behalf 
of the Village “to help deal with the 

Gord Hogaboam recognized as Road Rescue Volunteer of the Year
stress” of his volunteer position, and 
recognized his “long-suffering wife” 
for putting up with her husband being 
called out at often inconvenient 
times.

Hogaboam joined Arrow Lakes 
Search and Rescue in 1999 and was 
elected president in 2001, the same 
year he became certified in road 
rescue. 

The Nakusp Volunteer Fire 
Brigade will be taking on the road 
rescue service in June, when a new 
road rescue vehicle arrives. The 
brigade did the fundraising for the 
new vehicle, so as to relieve the 
Search and Rescue vehicle from 
road rescue duties. Terry Warren, 
Nakusp fire chief and emergency 
co-ordinator for the area, reports 

that there will soon be about 20 
members of the Nakusp fire brigade 
that are trained in road rescue. The 
brigade will continue to provide 

the road rescue service outside of 
fire department jurisdictions, from 
Summit Lake to Gerrard to Deep 
Creek in the Monashee.

submitted
The Mirror Theatre will present 

Asklepios, an original play by Janet 
Royko in collaboration with Pat Wind, 
on May 30 and 31 at the Nakusp arena 
auditorium and June 1 at the Silverton 
Gallery.

The play is based on Greek 

mythology, named after Asklepios, the 
god of healing. According to the story, 
visitors seeking health or healing came 
to the god’s community and spent the 
day interacting in drama, art, singing, 
dancing, comedy and storytelling. At 
the end of the day, they entered the 
temple of Asklepios and were healed in 

Mirror Theatre to present Greek mythology play
their dreams. Into this out-of-time-and-
space setting, come six people from our 
time, each with a strong social label and 
little hope. Together they experience a 
day in the community of Asklepios and 
its healing process.

Asklepios (Asclepius, Greek, 
Aesculapius, Roman) was the god of 
healing. His father was Apollo and 
his mother was the nymph Coronis. 
He was raised by the centaur Chiron, 
who taught him the art of healing. In 
The Iliad, Homer referred to him as 
the “peerless physician.” He angered 
Zeus by restoring Hippolytus (son 
of Theseus) to life and was killed by 
the god’s thunderbolt. The original 
community may have been in Thessaly, 
or perhaps Epidaurus. Asklepios’ 
original staff had one snake on it, and 
the worship was introduced to Rome 
with the Sibylline books and a snake in 
which the god supposedly resided. The 
cult and its numerous temples were 
wiped out by the Christians.

The Arrow Lakes Arts 
Council has announced that 
Michael Kim’s performance 

has been re-scheduled 
until the fall. Tickets remain 
valid and ticket holders will 

receive a complimentary CD 
at the concert. 

Should a refund be required, 
please contact Marilyn 

Massey at 
(250) 265-4087

EXPANDED HOURS AT 
NAKUSP PUBLIC LIBRARY

Beginning in June, the Nakusp Public Library 
will open Saturday mornings at 10 am

THE NEW HOURS:
Monday: 12 - 4:30 • 7 - 9

Wednesday: 12 - 4:30 • 7 - 9  
Friday: 12 - 4:30 

Saturday: 10 -4:30 

See you then!!

Mary Gordon (far right) with local Roots of Empathy facilitators Rhonda Palmer, jodi 
McLean, Nancy Bone, Lane Heywood, and literacy co-odinator jennifer Cliff-Marks.

Gord Hogaboam receives the Road Rescue Volunteer of the Year award from Alan Bond, 
Provincial Emergency Program Regional Manager, with Nakusp Mayor Karen Hamling. 

Plan to attend the upcoming Mirror Theatre production, Asklepios.

Brendalee Morgan does a belly dancing 
workshop at the Celebration of Wellness.
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Thank you 
Valley Voice
The only newspaper that 

tells us what is going on in 
the Kaslo area. The only 
newspaper that gives us a 

chance to say what we think 
about it, free of charge, in 
Voices from the Valleys.

Paid advertisement by Jane Lynch 
in support of the Valley Voice

KASLO & DISTRICT

KASLO MOHAWK

Open every day of the year!
• Fuel • Groceries •

• Convenience Store •
SOFT ICE CREAM ROOM NOW OPEN

– OPEN 6 AM - 9 PM –

353-2205  405-4th St.

New spring stock is arriving daily... and attention 
Grads! Check out our jewelry selection before 
the big event.  We may have just the perfect 
necklace and earrings...

by Andrea Dupuis
•Council received correspondence 

from Kaslo residents regarding the OCP. 
Anne and Laddie Malik had several 
suggestions for various sections of the 
draft document. Erika Bird questioned 
the handling of the public review stage 
of the OCP, and had specific concerns 
about the deadline for the public to 
provide feedback on the second draft. 
John Eckland voiced his concerns 
about what he considers unfair tax 
discrimination against businesses in 
the central core. Mayor Holland listed 
three contaminated sites that could be 
identified in the OCP for remediation, 
possibly through zoning: the old Esso 
plant, the old T&H Mill, and an old 
sawmill site between the arena and horse 
show grounds.

•Council received letters from 
Victoria McAllister, Peter McAllister 
and Jen Gunter opposing the Kaslo May 
Days Burn Out contest because it creates 
pollution and is an environmental 
concern. May Days Co-ordinator 
Heather Hewat’s response to the letters 
states that when the May Days schedule 
was approved by council in March, there 
were no objections to the Burn Out. 
She says the contest will go ahead this 
year, but future May Days organizers 
can review the environmental concerns 
raised by citizens. 

•Elizabeth Scarlett wrote on behalf 
of the Kootenay Lake Historical Society 
to inform council, as the new owners of 
the provincial building, of a water leak 
causing damage in the archives. She 
asked they remedy the leak by putting 
up a piece of gutter on the east side of 
the south porch roof on the main floor. 
Council referred the problem to the 
Public Works crew for repair. 

•The Kaslo and District Community 
Forest Society wrote to council regarding 
its Forest Stewardship Plan (FSP). The 
letter invites the Village, as a licensed 
water user within the KDCFS operating 
area, to comment on the strategies 
proposed in the FSP for the management 
of water resources. Council will write to 

Kaslo council, May 13: Some input on draft OCP received
Rob Mitchell, Village representative on 
the KDCFS board, to state that council’s 
highest priority is the Kemp Creek 
watershed as the primary source of water 
for the municipality. 

•Environmental remediation work 
at the Cork Province Mine site on Keen 
Creek is scheduled for 2008, with 
possible extension to 2009. SNC Lavalin 
Environment Inc. sent a letter notifying 
council that this is the Crown Land 
Restoration Branch’s intention. The 
letter states that the historic mine has 
been prioritized for remediation based 
on a selection process that considers 
potential risks to environmental and 
human health. The remediation includes 
excavation and relocation of the tailings 
deposit to another area on site and 
building of a cover containment system 
to encapsulate the tailings. Mayor 
Holland, and Councillors Hewat and 
Jones will attend any meetings that may 
take place onsite.

•MP Alex Atamanenko asked 
council to consider writing a letter 
objecting to the Security and Prosperity 
Partnership (SPP) agreement between 
Canada, the USA and Mexico. The MP 
provided council with a letter written 
by the Village of New Denver, asking 
the federal government to stop further 
implementation of SPP. Council will 
send a letter to the MP expressing 
support for the Village of New Denver’s 
position on the SPP Agreement. 

•Council received correspondence 
from the Kaslo Jazz Etc Society 
proposing that KJES and the Village 
work together to improve Kaslo Bay 
Park, starting after this year’s jazz 
festival. KJES points out that the terrain 
on the north side of the creek is rough 
and could be greatly improved with 
landscaping and installation of irrigation, 

leveling of the slope, and installation 
of a retaining wall. The society also 
asks council to consider continued 
applications of sand on the beach area 
on the north side of the creek. The letter 
says that Kaslo Bay Park is underutilized 
because of the goose population and 
KJES supports any initiatives to reclaim 
the spot. Council referred this to the 
Development Services Committee for 
recommendation. 

•Jill Braley wrote on behalf of the 
Community Consultative Group to 
inform council that the group is applying 
for a Home Hardware grant to plant 
trees in the community, and requesting 
permission to plant trees at the skatepark 
and along the waterfront trail if the 
grant application is successful. Council 
referred the request to the Development 
Services Committee.

•Donna Cormie wrote council to 
ask for support in lobbying Fisheries & 
Oceans Canada to remove a log jam on 
Kaslo River about four kilometres west 
of Kaslo along Highway 31A. Cormie, 
Public Works Foreman Walker, and 
MP Alex Atamanenko went to the log 
jam together when Atamanenko was 
in Kaslo on April 24, and Cormie says 
they all see it as a potentially disastrous 
situation. She attached a letter she sent 
to Fisheries and Oceans warning that 
if the log jam breaks, the Kaslo Bridge 
would be in danger and the lower part of 
Kaslo could become flooded. Fisheries 
and Oceans has previously said they will 
not remove the jam because it is a fish 
bearing stream. Council will send a letter 
to Atamanenko supporting the removal 
of the log jam. 

•Council received information from 
the Village of Kaslo Safety Meeting 
held on May 7. The main issue raised 
at the meeting was WCB’s concern that 

shoring cages were not used while work 
was done on the Kaslo Bridge. WCB’s 
fine for non-compliance is $10,000, but 
the Village was not fined. The Safety 
Committee recommended to Council 
that aluminum shoring be purchased at 
a cost of up to $8,000. Council directed 
the Public Works Forman to source out 
rental equipment rather than purchasing 
shoring cages. 

•Council denied the request of the 
Kaslo Housing Society to have the 
land currently set aside for supportive 
housing transferred to Abbey Manor. 
The Abbey Manor board wanted to sell 
the land and use the proceeds to help 
construct the 10-unit expansion to the 
Manor. Marion Stewart of the Kaslo 
Housing Society wrote to ask council to 
outline the specific reasons that council 
denied the request. Council authorized 
the CAO and Mayor Holland to reply. 

•Acting on recommendations from 
Development Services, Council agreed 
that no tree clearing to improve visuals 
take place at the Kaslo Golf Club as 
requested. Any tree clearing for a new 
hole at the course will be reviewed by 
the Development Services Committee 
once the plan is reviewed and approved 
by the Golf Club membership. 

•Bylaw1060, which regulates 
outdoor burning, was adopted. 

•The Temporary Borrowing Bylaw 
in the amount of $122, 200 to purchase 
the Provincial Building was adopted at 
a special meeting on May 15. 

•Also adopted at the May 15 special 
meeting were Bylaws 1065, Water 
Tax Parcel Bylaw; 1066, Sewer Rates 
Bylaw; 1067, Financial Plan Bylaw; and 
1068, Tax Rates 2008.

•Accounts payable of $101,347.55 
were approved for payment. 

The Grand Opening of the pedestrian bridge over Kaslo River took place on 
May 17. Kaslo royalty, Village Councillor Suzan Hewat, Area D Director Andy 

Shadrack and Trailblazers representative Silvio Lettrari take part in the ribbon-
cutting, while Val Koenig of the Trailblazers looks on.

submitted
Feeling adventurous? Like the 

feel of the wind in your face (and 
everywhere else)? At high noon on 
Saturday, June 7, Nelson will see 
its first annual World Naked Bike 

World Naked Bike Ride Day calling for adventurous souls
Ride Day.

On this day, the entire northern 
hemisphere – including nine cities in 
Canada – will be taking to the streets 
“as bare as they dare” in protest of 
gasoline-burning vehicles and the 

rising cost of fuel. Event organizers 
note that they cannot advocate 
actually being totally naked in public 
and risk arrest. They are encouraging 
creative yet minimal covering of the 
“naughty bits,” whether by the use 
of body paints, floral arrangements, 
or feather boas. Ride organizers say 
all are welcome to participate, and 
that roller skates, skateboards, pogo 
sticks, or whatever you want to ride 
is acceptable, so long as it doesn’t 
burn fuel.

“This is a fun way to show that 
we are tired of being oil dependent, 
and for one day not use our cars,” 

says Nelson WNBR coordinator, Eva 
Brauwn. “It’s killing the planet we 
live on. Not to mention that gasoline 
is becoming unaffordable.”

Riders will be taking off no 
later than 12 noon at Iode Park 
between Gerick Cycles and Sport 
and Sidewinders Café, slowly riding 
together down Baker Street, turning 
right onto Ward Street and following 
3A down to Lakeside Park where 
they will re-convene. 

For more information see www.
nakedwiki.org or email Eva Brauwn 
at thecacophonysocietynelsonbc@
yahoo.com.

Russel Ray from the Gravity Climbing Centre does a demonstration at the 
climbing wall in Vimy Park.

Kaslo 2008 royalty are Princess Krystal Tyers, Princess Devon Leathwood, Miss Kaslo 
Shara Orr, and Princess Xyiah Morley. Flower girls are Brinna Remple and Alison Bendis.
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Want to 
contribute to the 

Valley Voice?
Why not consider a 

voluntary subscription? 
$10-$30 per year

LIVING

Get outta town
with 

Peter 
roulston

WANTED 
TO BUY: 

CEDAR AND 
PINE POLES
John Shantz

• 250-308-7941 (cell)

Please contact: Gorman 
Brothers Lumber Ltd.

250-547-9296

Computer 
Acting Up?

Call Ron at the Old Grey Barn 
250-265-2163

Creston Valley’s 
rich contrasts

My last few columns have tended 
to wander away from strictly local 
things to see and do near the Slocan 
Valley, and that theme continues. 
When I drove out to BC from Ontario 
in 1974 I was thrilled by the Rocky 
Mountain National Parks and figured 
I’d seen everything great until I 
rolled into Creston, saw Kootenay 
Lake, and began deciding that the 
Kootenays just might be the best of 
all things I value. Although I moved 
on to explore all of southern BC that 
summer, those vivid impressions 
from that week stayed with me. I do a 
trip back there each year in spring or 
fall and am still blown away by it all. 
Plus, it’s only four hours from home 
on fabulously scenic roads with the 

free ferry ride as a bonus. 
The town of Creston is near the 

Idaho border where the Kootenay 
River enters Canada after a huge 
lazy loop down through Montana 
and Idaho from its source near 
Radium. What is remarkable is how 
the swampy bottomland at the south 
end of the valley was reclaimed 
earlier through an extraordinary 
series of dykes and canals to yield 
a rich agriculture industry down on 
the flats, producing all sorts of grains, 
legumes, and barley for that great 
beer they make there at Columbia 
Brewing. Large tracts of benchland 
are carpeted with orchards and now 
also vineyards. 

As a cyclist visiting Creston 
Valley, I find the huge sweeping 
vistas to be delightful and you don’t 
spend much time shifting gears, as 
the roads are generally not too hilly 
(by West Kootenay standards) and 
down on the flats, well, they’re real 
flat. Although Highway 3 passes 
through the valley and Creston’s 
main street, there is a pretty good 
paved shoulder, and this valley has 

dozens of alternate side roads and 
secondary routes so that the most 
traffic you see may be tractors, farm 
trucks or livestock.

Two aging grain elevators stand 
in Creston and another at Wynndel, 
about 10 kilometres north. Nearly 
anywhere in town you go you 
can easily catch a glimpse of the 
farmlands below to the west with 
the Selkirks forming the lofty west 
wall of this broad valley. Seems to 
be a lotta religion there too, with 
churches on many streets and the 
white church across from the grain 
elevators has a set of front steps that 
afford a truly stunning view of the 
valley. Heavenly, in fact.

Riding the bike south from 
Creston to the border along the 
Canyon-Lister Road from the east 
end of Creston takes you past endless 
rows of fruit trees and those long 
farm driveways that actually had 
very friendly dogs. All sorts of 
crossroads and even great dead-end 
roads to explore until you finally 
pop out way down Highway 21 at 
Rykerts for the ride back to Creston. 

Enroute you can see the spacious and 
tidy commune of Bountiful and the 
traditionally dressed Mormons you 
see around the valley all seem quite 
happy. According to locals they run 
some of the best farms here.

Creston has good off-season 
deals on rooms because there’s no 
glitzy ski hill nearby and I saw a 
sweet hostel in town, the Snoring 
Sasquatch. The museum on the 
west end of town wasn’t open the 
day I found it, but I want to find out 
more about the land reclamation. 
The Creston Valley Wildlife Centre 
and bird sanctuary has a full slate of 
activities all season.

One other ride I’d underestimated 
but totally enjoyed was the loop 
ride from Creston up to Wynndel, 
then east up into the hills on the 
Lakeview-Arrow Creek road back 
to the highway junction just east 
of Creston. This is a paved route, 
and after several brutally steep 
switchbacks away from the Kootenay 
Lake side, you top out and then 
enjoy the beautiful rural ride past 
homesteads, horses, Herefords and 

other locals for a total ride of I’d 
guess about 20 kilometres.

Creston Valley and the locality 
offer many wonderful and relaxed 
riding choices with always those 
vast panoramas of the valley and the 
right combination of locally grown 
foods, comfy down-home attitudes 
and strong faith in who they are and 
what they think.

Peter Roulston owns the Bicycle 
Hospital in New Denver and knows 
what to worship. 358-2133 

Is the Medical 
Tax Credit 
Useful?

I managed to get my taxes 
done on the very last day of 
April. Procrastination seems to be 
synonymous with the Canadian 
lifestyle. Since income tax is still 
fresh in my mind, I thought I would 
share some information on one of 
the poorer tax credits available. The 
tax credit I am referring to is the 
non-refundable medical tax credit 
that reduces your taxes if you have 
a certain amount of medical bills in 
that taxation year. The medical tax 
credit was designed to assist those 

with low incomes or those with 
high medical expenses.  While this 
tax credit helps many Canadians it 
has many shortcomings that can be 
easily solved.

I have two main issues with 
medical tax credit. The first is that 
you receive no credit until your total 
medical expenses reach three percent 
of income or $1,926 of medical 
receipts – whichever is less. You 
then only receive a tax credit on the 
amount of medical receipts above 
this level. The second issue is that 
you get reimbursed a non-refundable 
tax credit that is equivalent to the 
lowest tax rate. This has a negative 
impact on those with very low 
incomes (people with no tax payable, 
since you only get money back if you 
have paid tax) or those in a higher 
marginal tax rate.  

Instead of collecting receipts 
and submitting them when filing 
your tax return, you could run the 

receipts through a PHSP (private 
health spending account), an option 
available to everyone. Its basic 
design is to have the company you 
work for pay for any health or dental 
claims on a tax-free basis. This 
essentially allows you to receive 
your benefits directly saving the tax 
you would have paid, if you received 
your normal income and then paid 
for the benefits afterwards. This also 
allows you to receive the tax savings 
immediately on dollar one of the 
expenditures.  

The creation of this tax-efficient 
vehicle needs to be started by the 
employer. Thankfully, the process 
is extremely simple and there are 
very few restrictions. A PHSP can 
be created by a company of any 
size, including a self-employed 
individual. If you are an employee, 
you can appeal to your employer by 
negotiating your salary to include 
a PHSP benefit. If necessary, an 

employee should be willing to take 
a slight pay decrease in order to 
free up compensation room for a 
PHSP. This will definitely favour the 
employee since every dollar received 
in the PHSP is free of income tax 
and the employee’s portion of the 
CPP contribution. The employer 
also saves money by doing this 
since they don’t lose their portion of 
the CPP contribution. The one thing 
that needs to be taken into account, 
however, is that all employees 
of the same class must be treated 
equally. Therefore, if there are two 
employees doing the same job they 
would need to have the same benefit 
amount and both employees would 
have to agree that they want a PHSP 
plan. Even this can be solved through 
the design process thus allowing 
each individual to see value.

Overall  a  Private Health 
Spending Plan is one of the most tax 
efficient vehicles for the employer 
and the employee and can be used 
as an enhancement to a traditional 
group health and dental plan or as 
a replacement to it. There are rules 
that need to be understood by both 
parties but once you understand 
the basics you will find that it is 
more flexible and creates more 
personal value than anything you 
have participated in before. Most 
importantly, every member of this 
plan will see far greater value than 
utilizing the medical tax credit when 
filing their taxes.

Collin Ludwar B. Comm CFP is 
an insurance and risk management 
specialist with The Affolter Financial 
Group Inc. in Castlegar.

with 
Andrew 
rhodes

A few 
restaurants 
along the 
Trans-Canada 
Highway

Hello out there all you fabulous 
food fans! Its been two months since 

I’ve had the pleasure of connecting 
with all you food lovers. I’ve been 
working hard in Kamloops rehearsing 
a wonderfully silly musical review. 
We’ve finally opened the show, and 
it is going very well.

But what about food? Well, as it 
happens, I drove back to New Denver 
for a weekend awhile ago, and I 
lucked into a great restaurant not so far 
away – in Sicamous. I stopped there to 
check out the second hand stores, and 
while in one of them I enquired about 
eateries in the neighborhood. I was 
told to try The Channel House Cafe. 

What great advice. The Channel 
House is located on Riverside Ave, 
and even I was able to find it without 
getting lost. The place was packed 
with happy eaters enjoying all-day 
breakfasts and lunches. There is a 

complete lineup of breakfast and 
lunch items, and there is a hamburger 
that rivals anything I’ve ever seen. At 
one table four large people had just 
been served these monsters made with 
a 6 oz. portion of ground top sirloin 
and loaded with your fave extras. 

I chickened out and had one of 
their sausage AND bacon AND egg 
breakfasts with toast and jam. The 
food took up the entire plate, and the 
coffee was so good I had three cups 
(even though I don’t drink coffee). 
The Channel House is a family 
operated eatery, and I’d like to thank 
Darlene, Randy, and Miarella (sp?) for 
being so friendly and accommodating. 
If Sicamous is along your travel route, 
stop there and enjoy a great meal. I 
loved it.

Meanwhile I’ve checked out some 
eateries in Kamloops. I’ve tried two 
great Greek restaurants, Minos and 
Dorian. They both have fantastic roast 
lamb. There’s a place called Bistro 
326 where I encountered the best 
Reuben sandwich ever. No kidding. 
I’m looking forward to trying a very 
upscale place called The Brownstone 
Restaurant.

I miss New Denver, and may 
be able to make it back there for a 
24-hour visit sometime soon. In the 
meantime, hello to everyone on and 
off Main Street, and greetings to my 
favourite people and favourite cafes. 
If you want my email address ask my 
fearless publisher or beautiful editor. 
They will screen you and dispense the 
information.

Your favourite ‘food editor’ 
Andrew Rhodes. 

The New Denver and area fire department responded quickly to a cooking fire 
at Frank Wilkinson’s house at 302 2nd Avenue and josephine in New Denver on 
the evening of May 19. No one was hurt, and they were able to put the fire out. 
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Oso Renewable Energy
Buy the tools for a secure energy future

Solar, Microhydro, products and installation
Competitive prices on all your independent

Home and Business energy products
www.OsoSolar.com - Kip

250-358-2660 or 406-752-6837
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 Passmore
 Laboratory Ltd.
Water Testing • Flow Measurements
CAEAL certified to test drinking water
We’re in the Valley at: 1-250-226-7339
Jennifer & Tony Yeow passlab4@netidea.com

CLASSIFIED ADS

RESTAURANT/WINE & BEER

Ann’s Natural Foods
Ann Bunka

- 358-2552 -
805 Kildare St., New Denver

• Zack Graphics & Inks •
Printer Sales ~ Discount Inkjet Cartridges
Photo Papers ~ Guaranteed Inkjet refills

eBay Marketing ~ Digitial Design

250-358-2111 • izack@telus.net
612 Josephine St. • Box 292 • New Denver, BC V0G 1S0

Beside Slocan Park Service
2976 Highway 6, Slocan Park

Wine & Beer making Kits 
to satisfy all budgets!

Winlaw Brew-Op

5972 Cedar Creek Road, Winlaw • 226-7328

take-Home Kits, or Brew it with us!
Open 11:00 to 6:00 Tues. to Sat.

    Summer HourS
      7 aM - 10 PM

QUALITY PIZZA anytime!
265-4880
Air Conditioned

93-5th ave. Nakusp
Non-Smoking

laceNick’s

P
Seven Days a Week!

open tuesday - Sunday
9 am - 4 pm

Main St. New Denver 358-2381

Specialty Coffees, Teas, 
U-Brews and Kits for Home
                    • Open Every DayNaKuSP  265-4701

Slocan Village Market
Groceries, fresh produce, fresh meat, 

Agency Liquor, organic foods, 
in-store deli, in-store bakery.

Open 7 days/week, 9 am - 7 pm
Slocan, BC • ph:355-2211 • fax: 355-2216

Lemon Creek 
Lodge & Campground

Year-round facility
Licensed Restaurant
Open Thurs - Sun

5 PM - 8 PM
1-877-970-8090 tfn

www.jonesboysboats.com
Ainsworth, British Columbia

4080 Hwy 31 N
Call: 1-877-552-6287

(250) 353-2550 Fax (250) 353-2911

HARBERCRAFT

LeSter KoenemAn
Phone 265-3128 or

24-hour Fax 265-4808
Broadway St. Nakusp

Ph: 359-7111  Fax: 359-7587
www.playmorpower.com

Playmor Junction Hwy 6 & 3A
1043 Playmor

ENGINEERED WITH YOU IN MIND

Re-Awakening
Health Centre• Health Products

• Books
• Greeting Cards

320 BrOaDWay ST. NaKuSP  265-3188

PauLa CONraD
HOME: (250) 358-2707

Selkirk realty
265-3635

Free Consultation

E-mail: paulaconrad@royallepage.ca
Website: www.royallepage.ca/selkirkrealty

HuB internAtionAL 
BArton 

inSurAnCe 
BroKerS

For all your 
inSurAnCe 

needs
265-3631

1-800-665-6010

NEW DENvER  
358-2443 358-7292

Your Local Grocer

SILvERTON

The Apple Tree 
Sandwich Shop

Soup, Sandwiches & Desserts
358-2691

Mon. - Fri. 7 A.M. - 4 P.M.
Sat. 11 A.M. - 4 P.M.

Tammy Peitzsche
“Your Valley Specialist”
   - Honesty
   - Integrity
   - Customer Service
Free Market Evaluation
isoldit@shaw.ca
365-9640

 GROCERY • HEALTH FOOD

RECREATION

PROFESSIONAL SERVICES

REAL ESTATE

Advertise in the Valley Voice. It pays!!!
Call 358-7218 for details or email: valleyvoice@netidea.com

BUSINESS DIRECTORY

Paradise Restaurant
Pizza - Open Late

Now serving chicken
Take out or dine in
358-7125 • 358-7929

12 Lake ave • Silverton, BC
Legendary Meats 

Bulk - Beef, Pork, Buffalo 
and Sausage Sales

Custom Cutting & Sausage 
Making, Curing & Smoking 

of Bacons & Hams

Winter Hours: Thursdays & Fridays
9 am till 5 pm

Phone: 226-7803
2826 Hwy 6 • Slocan Park

MEAT CUTTING

• Spring Cleaning • Home Detailing 
• House Prepping • Painting

Call now for your free consultation!
265-0241

Window 
Washing 
Gutter 

Cleaning 
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AnnounCementS
The BurTon Senior Citizens’ 
Association is currently considering a 
second printing of “Whistle Stops Along 
the Columbia River Narrows,” a book about 
the history of Burton and area. Anyone 
interested in purchasing a copy is asked to 
call either Gale Detta at 265-3191 or Harry/
Brenda May at 265-2280.

Automotive
1993 TOYOTA FORERUNNER SUV. 
241,000 kms original. $3800. 1985 GL 
TEMPO. 4-door. 221,000 kms original. 
$700. 265-4914.
Time To upgrade your ride, 
or get a more fuel-efficient vehicle? For 
sale: year 2000 Ford Focus SE, 5-door 
(hatchback wagon). Zetec DOHC motor, 
alloy wheels, CD player, air cond., cruise 
control, hatchback with split back seat = lots 
of cargo space, seats 5 people and 2 dogs 
comfortably -- the perfect Kootenay car. 
Excellent fuel economy, well-maintained, 
no rust.  New all-season tires on rims plus 
well-used studded winter tires on rims. 
147,000 highway kms.  $6,900. Call Lorna 
Visser 250-358-2722 or email lvisser@
xplornet.com if you are interested in 
giving this great little car a test-drive.

BuSiNESS OPPOrTuNiTiES
WanT To STarT your oWn 
BuSineSS?  Community Futures 
offers business counselling and start-up 
information. Appointments available in 
Nakusp and New Denver. Contact Farhana 
Dumont at 265-3674, ext. 201 or email 
nakusp@futures.bc.ca.

CArD oF tHAnKS
HIDDEN GARDEN GALLERY thanks 
Recreation Commission #6 for its support 
for our new floor. Drop in sometime soon!
PIED PUMkIN, Valley Hennell and Art 
Joyce of chameleonfire editions would 
like to thank all the fans who braved 
the highways to attend an unforgettable 
concert. Warm thanks to the Hidden 
Garden Gallery ladies for a superb job of 
refreshments, Michael Dorsey for running 

lights, ticket outlets Ann’s Natural Foods, 
Gaze ’n Chat, and Earth Spirit Books, the 
Silverton Community Club for help with 
the generator, Valhalla Summer School of 
Music for the piano, the Wild Rose, and to 
Barry and Sally Lamare, Art Weeks and 
Barry Streliev and all who helped out.
i Would like To Thank the 
members of the Slocan Legion for another 
great Mother’s Day breakfast. The men 
did a fantastic job cooking it was delicious 
thank you again from my family. 

Colleen O’Reilly, Slocan City 
CominG eventS

THE kOOTENAY DANCEBEAT 
SOCIETY presents a Social Ballroom 
Dance at Brent Kennedy School, South 
Slocan on the second Saturday of every 
month until June. Mini Lesson 7:30pm, 
Dancing 8 pm - 11 pm. Everyone 
Welcome! Cost $5.00. For more info www.
dancingbeat.org
NEW DENVER MAY DAY MARkET, 
Monday, May 19. For info - Anita 358-7731. 
$15/space.
MEMBERS OF THE SLOCAN VALLEY 
Community Presbyterian Church welcome 
everyone to a service at 10 am on Sunday at 
the Passmore Hall. Come and enjoy music 
and praise that will lift your spirits. Come 
and celebrate. For exact location and more 
info, phone 226-7567.
T HE  NE W DE NVER FRIDAY 
MARkET begins its 13th season on 
June 6th. This market features fresh local 
produce and artisan’s wares. Happening 
every Friday in downtown New Denver, 
10 am to 2 pm. For info: fridaymarket@
netidea.com or phone 358 7733.
BALLROOM, LATIN, SWING private 
and group classes ongoing. Info – istar@
uniserve.com. 1-250-358-2448.
SPRING IT ON Community Event & 
Fundraiser. Kids Carnival – bean bag toss, 
ping pong ball frenzy – win a live goldfish 
and other prizes. We will also have a dunk 
tank, so come out and try your aim. Talent 
& Lip Sync Contest. BBQ – burgers, hot 

dogs, veggie dogs, popcorn & candy apples. 
Saturday, May 24, 11:30 am - 3:00 pm at 
WE Graham School. Hosted by WEG PAC. 
Entry is free.
BOTTLE DRIVE  – The Valhalla 
Wilderness program is picking up from 
Crescent Valley to Slocan from 9 am to 
noon, Sat. May 31, 2008.
HIDDEN GALLERY GALLERY - Art, 
music and fun at the gallery this summer. 
Watch for the work of Sydney Wigood 
June 25-30.
WINLAW FARMER’S MARkET. 
Sundays, May 25 through October, 9:00 am 
to 3:00 pm. Spicer Centre, Hwy 6, Winlaw. 
Vendors wanted. 226-7862.
THE WEST kOOTENAY CAMERA 
CLUB’S 18th Annual Photo Show judging 
has now been completed. We invite you 
to attend our Show, which displays all the 
entries and judges’ comments. June 6-8 at 
the Kootenay Gallery in Castlegar; June 
20-22 at the Waneta Mall in Trail. Come 
on out and do your own judging.  Enter our 
Loonie Prize event for a chance of winning 
a framed print.

For rent
oFFiCe or reTail SpaCe - 16’ x 
24’, next to Silverton Building Supplies 
on highway. $265.00/month. Call 
250-358-2293.

For SALe
FOR SALE: 4-year-old 6-string Cort guitar 
and hard case - $300 obo. Starter golf clubs: 
putter, 3, 5, 7, 9, irons, metal driver, 3 + 5 
woods. Bag and cart, rarely used - $200 
obo. 358-7748.
oFFerS – Ping pong table, Blaze King 
stove, Selkirk chimney, tool storage 
unit, office type desk, microwave shelf. 
250-265-4048.

HeALtH
YOGA AT THE DOMES - Monday and 
Saturday mornings 9-10:30, Thursday 
Afternoons 4-5:30. Drop in $10 or $50 
package the 6th session is free. Find balance 
and relaxation through movement. Call 
Madeleine for any questions 358-2475.

FULL SPECTRUM BODY WORk 
offers deep tissue and stress reduction 
treatments in the privacy of your own 
home. For additional info and to book 
appointments please call 358-6808.
CRANIAL SACRAL THERAPY with 
Darlene. Deep fluid inner massage available 
alternate Tuesdays at Hand and Soul, 
Silverton. Call 358-2177.
YOGA, FELDENkRAIS and THAI 
MASSAGE in Nakusp. Available for 
workshops in the West Kootenay. Nakusp 
Movement & Wellness Centre. Tyson Bartel 
265-3827.
PILATES WITH SUSAN in Nakusp 
– Discover this powerful, head to toe, 
workout for all levels. Register for beginner 
or intermediate classes. Call 265-4952.

HELP WaNTED
DISHWASHER & WAIT STAFF 
WANTED. Thursday-Sunday evenings. 
Restaurant experience preferred. Call 
Lilliana at the Wild Rose 358-7744.
DO YOU LIkE TO CLEAN? We are 
looking for casual help to clean cabins. 
Please call Karin @ 358-2362.
LOOkING FOR STUDENT SUMMER 
WORk? WE Graham Community School 
Day Camp program needs counselors 
for July/August. Send resume to: Attn; 
Coordinator, WE Graham Community 
Service Society, Box 10, Slocan, BC  
V0G 2C0. Call 250-355-2484 for details. 
Application deadline June 13 at 4:00 pm.
SILVERY SLOCAN HISTORICAL 
SOCIETY is now accepting applications 
for a Curatorial Assistant for summer 
employment 2008. Eligible applicant must 
be registered full time student during the 
proceeding academic year and intending 
to return to full time studies in the fall. 
Eligible applicant must be reliable, have 
good communication, public relation 
and organizational skills, have computer 
experience, and work independently with 
minimal supervision. All applications must 
be received by Thursday, May 29, 2008. 
Send resume to Silvery Slocan Historical 

Society, PO Box 301, New Denver, BC  
V0G 1S0.

notiCeS
F O R  I N F O R M AT I O N  O N  A A 
MEETINGS contact Dave 358-7265; 
John 265-4924; Tonio 358-7158; Dave 
353-2658; Joan 355-2805; Dan 359-7817; 
Bill 226-7705.
PIED PUMkIN FANS who bought tickets 
but were turned back by the mudslide need 
not be disappointed. Band manager Valley 
Hennell is offering a free Pumkin CD in 
exchange for each ticket when presented 
at Earth Spirit Books in Winlaw. There are 
also a limited number of original sealed 
LPs. Valley thanks everyone warmly for 
their support. Can’t make it to Earth Spirit? 
Contact Valley at info@rickscott.ca.

rentAL WAnteD
PROFESSIONAL COUPLE SEEKING 
HOUSE in the area – Hills to Silverton by 
June 1st. 358-7296.

ServiCeS
RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL 
SEPTIC TANk CLEANING: “Serving 
the Valley” 7 days/wk, 24-hr. All-Around 
Septic Services, Don Brown (250) 
354-3644, emergency 352-5676.
ROGAN ELECTRIC  Residential, 
commercial, industrial wiring. Local 
references available. All work guaranteed. 
“We get the job done.” 353-9638.

WAnteD
LOOkING FOR CEDAR BARk. 
Anybody cutting cedar trees, please call 
Eloise 358-7237.
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Fern’s
Now delivering to New Denver 

& Silverton on Saturdays!
Call me and we can arrange anything!
KaSLO: Phone/Fax: 1-250-353-7474

SOCKEYE SAWMILLS
 SLOCAN, BC
  • Custom on-site milling 
  • Timber/Lumber sales
  • Cedar posts, fencing, decking
  • Untreated landscape ties
Phone: 355-0024 • email: sockeye@telus.net

SAWMILLHALL LUMBER 
& BUILDING SUPPLIES

open mon, tues, Wed, Fri & Sat 
10 am to 5 pm

PHONE 250-269-0043
Find us at 280 Lower Inonoaklin Rd. 

Edgewood, BC

COLES RENTALS
AERATORS, HEATERS (PROPANE & ELECTRIC)

PLATE TAMPERS, JUMPING JACKS, REBAR 
BENDER JACKHAMMERS, HAMMER DRILLS, 

CONCRETE MIXERS, CONCRETE SAWS, 
TILECUTTERS, BLOCKCUTTERS, SCAFFOLDING, 
FLOOR SANDERS, FLOOR NAILERS, ROOFING 
NAILERS, FRAMING NAILERS, GENERATORS, 

WATER PUMPS, COMPRESSORS, LAWN 
TRACTORS, PRESSURE WASHERS, ROTO 

TILLER, PROPERTY PIN LOCATOR, CHIPPER/
SHREDDER, GAS POST HOLE DIGGER, 
WOODSPLITTER ...AND MUCH MORE!
PHONE 358-2632
1-888-358-2632

WEST KOOTENAY
MACHINE SHOP

915 Front Street
Nelson, BC V1L 4C1
(Railway Side Access)

General Machining
Parts Repaired or 

Remanufactured

Shop Phone/Fax
250-352-2123

Dave Smith     Owner/Machinist

MOUNTAIN VALLEY STATION
BOTTLE DEPOT

Slocan City • 355-2245
Open MON - SAT  9-5

Your “Bottle Drive” Specialists

FOR ALL YOUR 
PROPANE NEEDS

359-7373
1-800-471-5630

Your local bulk dealer & service centre

• ready Mix Concrete • 
• Lock Blocks • Septic Tanks •

• Drain rock • 
• road Crush • Sand & Gravel • 

• Dump Trucks • Excavator • 
• Crusher •

• Coloured Concrete • 
• Site Preparation •

Box 1001, Nakusp, BC, V0G 1R0
Ph. 265-4615 • 265-4328 (eves)

Lower Arrow Contracting
• Residential & Commercial 

Construction  
Property development, subdivision & services

For estimates or consultation call
Bob or Kevin (250) 269-7497

Slocan Auto &
Truck Repairs

24 hour towing 
BCAA, Slocan, BC  

355-2632

24 Hour toWinG
1007 HWy 23, NaKuSP

PH: 265-4577

• welding repairs • full service 
& repair • licenced technician • 

radiator repairs & service • mobile 
service available • fast, friendly 

Installation and maintenance 

call Jim Berrill
(250) 359-5922

JEMS Propane Ltd.

COMPUTER

Grey Barn Computers

Ron Nymeyer
212 4th Ave NW

Nakusp

250-265-2163
theoldgreybarn@hotmail.com

  Service
  Repairs
  Upgrades
  Sales

ken@palmercomputerservices.com

Palmer 
Computer 
Services

- Repairs 
- Upgrades 

- Consulting
Microsoft Certified 
Systems EngineerPhone: 355-2235

ICF Building Products
“We provide Star Service”    

1-888-289-4731

111 Mcdonald Drive, Nelson, BC
ph 250-352-3191

sales@mainjet.ca • www.mainjet.ca

EQUIPMENT RENTAL

LAUNDROMAT
HAIR

NAKUSP GLASS
201 Broadway

265-3252
The clear choice for 
all your glass needs!

RECYCLING

SALES & SERVICE
98 - 1st Street, Nakusp • 265-4911

OPEN 6 DAYS A WEEK
CHAINSAWS
• Stihl
• Husqvarna
MOWERS
• Snapper
• Toro
• Lawnboy

TRIMMERS
• Homelite
• Stihl • Toro
• Husqvarna
SMALL ENGINES
• Tecumseh
• Briggs & Stratton

For all your painting needs
Call

NaKuSP
mAintenAnCe

Free Written Quotations
265-3082 • cell: 265-1574
Email: sapietis@telus.net

Mark Adams
Certified General Accountant

P.O. Box 279
New Denver, BC 
V0G 1S0

BUS. 250-358-2411

ACCOUNTANT

AUTOMOTIVE • SMALL MOTORS • MACHINE SHOP

Beside Slocan Park Service
2976 Highway 6, Slocan Park

Tradesman Electric
commercial • residential 

new construction • renovations
Reliable friendly service

Free Estimates Call Steve 226-7163

358-7769

AvA’s  
Hair studio

Far right entrance of the Wild Rose Restaurant in Rosebery

Tuesday to Friday 10-4 
open late Thursdays

Advertise in the Valley Voice
Your locally owned, independent 

community newspaper

Nakusp   265-4406
BCAA Towing

Caribou Service
(250) 265-3191

5549 Frontage Road
Burton, BC

24 Hr Towing and Recovery
Auto Repairs & Tires

Auto Parts

CONSTRUCTION • HOME • GARDEN 
jEWELRY

FLORIST

Jo’s Jewelry
Custom work and repair in 

silver and Gold, by appointment

358-2134
new denver, Goldsmith Jo-anne barClay

HEALTH
Hand & Soul Healing Centre

Chiropractor, Larry Zaleski, D.C.
Mondays & Fridays - Silverton

Every other Wednesday in Winlaw or Nakusp
Counsellor/Healing Facilitator

Sue Mistretta, M.A., CCC.
358-2177 Silverton & Winlaw

Support the Valley Voice with a voluntary subscription!
Only $10 - $30 per year Susan L. Yurychuk • 250-358-6804

By Appointment Only • New Denver

myofascial release • deep tissue massage • relaxation massage

MASSAGE

BUSINESS DIRECTORY

COMMUNITY

Serving the Slocan, Arrow Lakes & 
North Kootenay Lake Valleys

1-866-355-9037
1-250-355-2790

hanspainting@telus.net

Interior painting in wintertime
* Air treated for odours & offgassing

“Offers a wide 
variety of home 

improvements...”

Interior Renovations 
& Repairs
Chris Wasiak

PO Box 972
Nakusp, BC  V0G 1R0
ph   250.265.0050
fax  250.265.0160
cell 250.265.1285
chriswasiak@telus.net

YOUR VALLEY COMFORT AND BLAZE KING DEALER 
SPECIALIZING IN WOOD/ELECTRIC, WOOD/OIL AND 

WOOD/GAS COMBINATION FURNACES
Certified • Insured

COMPLETE SALES 
SERVICE AND 
INSTALLATION

Slocan City, BC • (250) 355-0088
website: www.kootenayfurnace.com

email: kfurnace@netidea.com

and

Certified Organic Bedding Plants
Selected Perennials
9:00 - 5:00 Daily, 

april through June

Perry Siding  •  355-2459
7231 Avis Rd.

JIM’S ATV
REPAIRS & SALES

Small Engine Repair
Jim Brodie

250-353-2124
Box 375, Kaslo, BC  V0G 1M0

www.duradek.com

submitted
It’s never too soon to plan for 

Christmas! A new location and a 
spectacular show are promised for 
this year’s annual Artisans Christmas 
market, the longest-standing cultural 
event in the history of Nelson. To mark 
its 30th anniversary, the event has 
been renamed the Kootenay Artisans 
Winter Carnival, reflecting a greater 

emphasis on live entertainment for the 
anniversary celebrations. 

The event will be held at the Rod 
and Gun Club again this year, but this 
time over two weekends, November 
28-30, and December 5-7. This will 
allow slightly fewer vendors each 
weekend to share the space and create 
a more spacious environment for 
patrons. 

The event’s sponsor, the Nelson 
and District Arts Council, has received 
permission from the City of Nelson to 
have live entertainment in the adjacent 
Japanese Friendship Garden, across the 
creek from the Rod and Gun Club. A 
committee of artisan vendors has been 
working closely with Arts Council 
Executive Director Shannon Lythgoe 
over the past few months to ensure that 

the changes reflect the requirements of 
the vendors while improving peoples’ 
shopping experience.

The event is moving from the Nelson 
and District Community Complex ice 
rink where it was held for the past two 
years. A major reason for dissatisfaction 
among both vendors and patrons was the 
cold in the arena and the steep cost of 
the facility rental which was borne by 

the non-profit Arts Council.
Artisans interested in applying for 

the juried Kootenay Artisans Winter 
Carnival can visit the Nelson and 
District Arts Council’s website at www.
ndac.ca, to obtain an application form. 
Application deadline is August 15. More 
information can be had by calling the 
Arts Council office at 352-2402 or by 
emailing ndac@netidea.com.

Planning begins for annual Kootenay Artisans Christmas Market in Nelson
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