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by Jan McMurray
At the Rivers at Risk forum 

in Nakusp June 15, sponsored by 
Nelson-Creston NDP, five panelists 
explained to the 70 or so people in 
attendance why independent power 
projects (IPPs) are a bad deal for the 
people of BC. 

People were urged to attend the 
meeting tonight (Thursday, June 
19) at Burton Hall. Hydromax, the 
company that is proposing an IPP on 
Caribou Creek in Burton, is holding 
an open house from 4 to 8 pm. 
People were asked to come at 7 pm, 
and to stick around for a community 
meeting to follow at 8 pm.

Area K Director Paul Peterson 
was the first panelist to speak at 
Nakusp’s event. He brought along 
one of the ‘Creeks for Sale’ signs he 
had made when he first heard about 
the seven applications for water 
licences on creeks in the Burton 
area. Peterson announced that he 
would provide a $100 grant to any 
community group that wanted to 
make a similar sign, to be placed 
alongside his near the creeks that 
have been ‘staked.’

Next up was MLA Corky Evans. 
He explained that BC is a unique 
place in the world because its citizens 
own “the water and the dirt and the 
trees and the ore and the gas and the 
salmon,” whereas in most places, 
those things were privatized long 
ago. His message was that Premier 
Campbell’s plan is taking us down 
the pathway to privatization, because 
that is the ideology of the current 
government. 

Evans said there were about 600 
water licence applications on creeks 
and rivers throughout the province 
today, and likened the situation to a 
gold rush. He said maybe some good 
people would get their claims, but he 
predicted the projects would all be 
owned by one corporation in 40 years 
time. “It’s not a question of whether 
they are good projects or not, or if the 
people involved are good people – it’s 
a question of this generation giving 
away the commons,” he said.

Evans pointed out the difference 
between the new IPPs being proposed 
today and the old IPPs in places like 
Sandon and Nelson, and the Pingston 
and Columbia Power Corporation 

The problem with IPPs spelled out at Rivers at Risk forum
projects. The old ones “always made 
a deal with the crown to make it 
better for people” by creating jobs, 
for example.

Energy critic John Horgan 
explained why the new IPP proposals 
do not make things better for people. 
BC Hydro, with its dams and 
reservoirs, has the ability to store 
surplus electricity. When market 
prices are high, Hydro exports this 
surplus. When market prices are 
low, Hydro imports power – not 
because BC needs the power in an 
average water year, but because it 
makes economic sense to buy power 
when it is cheap and sell it when it is 
expensive. 

In contrast, IPPs cannot store 
power. They are run of river, with 
no dams or reservoirs. They produce 
power only when there is lots of water, 
in spring and fall, when BC Hydro 
and others are also producing lots of 
power and market prices for electricity 
are low. They produce power at a time 
when we don’t need it.

And, Horgan continued, we are 
paying an astronomical price for this 
power that we don’t need. So far, 
38 IPPs have been accepted. Their 
contracts have BC Hydro paying 
$80-90 per megawatt hour for their 
power. The average price for power on 
the market is $50 per megawatt hour, 
and in the spring when these projects 
are producing, power is worth about 
$10 per megawatt hour on the market. 
“So they are saying: ‘you produce it 
when we don’t need it, at a price we 
shouldn’t be paying for it, so we can 
sell it on the market for 1/3 of what 
we paid for it,’ ” said Horgan.

The “starting point for dissent” 
was in 2005 with the Ashlu project 
in Squamish. People came out to ask 
questions, “and the next thing we 
know, we have Bill 30,” which took 
away the rights of local governments 
to block IPPs. “This is reprehensible, 
outrageous. In one and a half hours 
[in the legislature], you had your 
rights taken away on land use,” said 
Horgan.

Na tu ra l ly,  peop le  a t  t he 
meeting wanted to know why the 
government would implement this 
BC Energy Plan, which does not 
seem to make economic sense. Evans 
emphasized again that this is about 

the government’s commitment to 
privatization, and gave the health 
care system as an analogy. “Every 
time a hospital closes, people are 
willing to go to the private sector for 
health care.” He said that similarly, 
we are not going to give up our hydro 
system “unless it makes us mad.” The 
way they will make that happen is 
by signing contracts with IPPs at an 
exorbitant price and passing the cost 
on to the citizens who are buying the 
electricity. “It’s going to make us mad, 
and the next generation will say, ‘let’s 
get it cheaper and privatize it.’ The 
plan is to lose so much money that 
we get rid of BC Hydro,” claimed 
Evans.

Sage Aaron from COPE 378 
(Canadian Office and Professional 
Employees Union) and the Take 
Back the Power campaign informed 
us that hydro rates were increased 
by 2.6% for heavy industry while the 
residential rate was increased by 24%. 
“So large industry is being told it’s a 
free ride here,” said Aaron.

Lee-Ann Unger from the Nelson-
based West Kootenay EcoSociety 

talked about Axor corporation’s 
proposed Glacier/Howser IPP about 
60 kms north of Kaslo. This is one of 
the biggest projects proposed in the 
province, at 125 megawatts, compared 
to the Caribou Creek project’s 15 to 
17 megawatts. The final proposal for 
this project has been sent into the 
Environmental Assessment Office, 
and there are expected to be open 
houses in Meadow Creek and Kaslo 
in late June or July. She urged people 
to come to these, indicating that the 
Glacier/Howser project has caught the 
attention of national and international 
media, and presents an opportunity 
for people to make a difference on 
the entire issue.

On the question of how we will 
supply the growing demand for 
electricity, Horgan said that we can do 
it with conservation, the downstream 
benefits from the Columbia River 
Treaty and the infrastructure already 
in place.

Aaron pointed out that existing 
dams like Revelstoke and Mica had 
capacity for extra turbines. She also 
said that upgrading power lines would 

do a lot to optimize power, as power is 
lost in transmission. “Let’s take what 
we have and optimize that because it’s 
still ours and won’t create any more 
damage.”

Evans made it clear that this 
new energy policy has nothing to do 
with servicing growth in the Lower 
Mainland. He said at times of peak 
demand for power, electricity cannot 
travel from the projects on our creeks 
to the Lower Mainland because the 
lines are full. He said the only way 
the Lower Mainland can get more 
power at peak times is via Blaine, 
Washington. “We could do all 600 
projects and solve nothing about 
growth.”

Evans concluded by saying once 
again this was not about electricity, but 
about ideology – the same ideology at 
play when they took the land out of 
the TFL. “We have to win on the idea 
that a gold rush on our grandchildren’s 
water is wrong.”

Three  webs i tes  for  more 
information about IPPs were cited 
at the forum: publicpower.ca, 
saveourrivers.ca and eco.kics.bc.ca.

The new Secret Garden at Lucerne School in New Denver is now in full bloom, thanks to an entire truckload of flowers 
donated by Bair and the work of many volunteers. Here, Julia Greenlaw, Jared and Ashley are planting the last of the flowers.
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by Jan McMurray
Corky Evans, well loved 

Nelson-Creston MLA, says 
he “doesn’t have a clue” what 
he’s going to do when his term 
runs out after the May 2009 
provincial elections. Evans 
announced on June 3 that he 
will not run again.

“I’m only 60, so I can’t 
really retire,” he said. 

However, he offered, 
“There are some people who 
are suggesting that I might 
return to my roots and run for 
the Regional District, and there 
are some people suggesting 
that with my experience as 
Minister of Agriculture and 
Agriculture Critic and with all 
the farmers, that I might find 
some way to work in that field. 
And I have four acres of land 
here which I have really given 
short shrift to for 20 years, and 
I would like to find some way 
to make something productive 
out of it – but I’m still MLA 
for a year.”

Evans said that although he 
wasn’t feeling elated about his 
decision, he did not feel regret. “I 
was very much afraid that after I 
told the world, I would wake up 
the next morning feeling ‘oh my 
God, what have I done?’ But I felt 
like anything that’s real in life – 
there are the good and bad sides 
to it – and I did not feel like I had 
made a big mistake. I do think 

that this is a good time in my 
life and in the life of our political 
culture for some kind of renewal 
and change, and so I think I feel 
good about the decision.”

Making the decision, he 
said, took him a long time. “The 
meditation was thorough.”

As for the reasons for his 
decision, he said the change in 
electoral boundaries had a lot to 
do with it. He said he had been 
thinking he would run again, and 
then the Nelson-Creston riding 
was eliminated in the Electoral 
Boundaries Commission’s first 
proposal.

“I felt like a sawmill worker 
when they close the sawmill. It 
wasn’t me leaving the business, 
but the business leaving me, and 
I was angry,” he said.

A lot of his anger, however, 
“was aimed at modern life and 
the idea that rural people don’t 
count and don’t need a voice.”

But then a “wonderful thing” 
happened. At the public meeting 
in Castlegar, many people stepped 
up to oppose the elimination of 
the Nelson-Creston riding. 

“And wonder of wonders, 
the people in the process heard 
that. I was elated when I heard 
that they were re-instating 
Nelson-Creston,” said Evans. “I 
was on top of the world.”

However, 24 hours later, he 
found out that the boundaries had 
been re-drawn in such a way that 

he did not live in the new Nelson-
Creston riding. 

“Then I was completely 
deflated,” he said. “In fact, the 
elation and deflation was kind of 
like being 14 and in love – one 
day she smiles at you and your 
world is perfect and the next 
day she doesn’t and your world 
comes crashing down.”

Although it is perfectly legal 
for an MLA not to reside in his 
own riding, Evans says it has the 
feeling of being wrong.

“There is an old hippy saying 
‘don’t push the river’ – don’t 
make something happen that 
isn’t happening. I could run 
again, but to do so is pushing the 
river, asking the citizens to say 
I’m the right person even though 
I’m not one of their own. It is 
something that’s supposed to be 
about us, not about me, at which 
point it started to feel wrong,” he 
explained.

When asked if he had anyone 
lined up for the job, he said he did 
not, and “I don’t think that my 
job is to choose an heir apparent, 
it’s to create conditions where 
people want the job and there’s 
choice and there’s excitement.”

One thing we do know is that 
the winning candidate will be 
female. For this election, females 
will be given preference as NDP 
candidates in constituencies 
where incumbents aren’t running 
again, according to a party policy 

Corky Evans: a look at his future, his past and his decision to step down
that was adopted on a trial basis. 
Evans says this is another attempt 
by the party to achieve its goal of 
having 50-50 men and women in 
the caucus.

When asked what  he 
felt were his most significant 
achievements as our MLA, he 
replied, “I am immensely proud 
of those moments where we 
have managed to create local 
control of resources and extract 
land or wealth creation from the 
Province,” he said, citing the 
community forests and the CBT 
as examples. “I am hopeful that 
those examples will survive 
me and grow to maturity and 
be emulated elsewhere, and 
more and more people will 
be encouraged to decentralize 
resource control.”

He remembered that when 
he was chosen as the local NDP 
candidate in 1986, he was not the 
preferred candidate of the NDP 
leadership. “I was perceived as an 
outsider – my experience being 
more Regional District activities 
than NDP activities. And yet 
the membership chose me and 
there was great excitement at 
that time.” 

He lost that election, and ran 
against Wayne Peppard for the 
NDP candidacy in preparation 
for the 1991 election. He won 
that one, and then was re-elected 
in 1996. In the 2001 election, 
he lost his seat to Liberal Blair 

Suffredine. During this time, 
from 2001-2005, he worked 
in Nakusp as Administrator 
of Arrow and Slocan Lakes 
Community Services. He won 
the 2005 election after winning 
the candidacy in a race against 
Tish Lakes, and will be MLA 
until May 2009.

Evans emigrated to Canada 
from California in 1970 with a 

wife and children. He worked 
as a longshoreman and logger 
on Vancouver Island, and was 
surveying for the Department of 
Highways when a job came up in 
Castlegar, building the highway 
to Trail. He was mainly a logger 
before public life, and served 
2 1/2 years as RDCK Area H 
Director in the late ’70s and 
early ’80s.

by Jan McMurray
T h e  M i n i s t r y  o f 

Environment expects to release 
draft habitat protection orders 
for the mountain caribou on 
June 20, according to Mark 
Zacharias of the Species at Risk 
Co-ordination Office.

For most of the province, 
forest licencees will have 30 
days to comment on the orders 
for their areas. In the Kootenays, 
however, the consultation 
period for licencees will be 
60 days.

Zacharias explained that the 
Kootenay region gets extra time 
because the government wants 
to ensure that the information 
gets out to the many smaller 
operators that are concentrated 
here.

During the consultation, 
Zacharias said that licencees 
will be asked to identify what 
fibre supply they require for 
each operation and what fibre 

Draft caribou habitat protection orders to be issued June 20
supply is necessary to maintain 
viability. “All this falls under 
the commitment not to put 
anyone under in the forest 
sector, to maintain viability. 
We’ll ensure that sufficient fibre 
flow is maintained over time 
to these smaller operations,” 
he said.

A s  a  r e s u l t  o f  t h e 
consultation, he said there 
may be changes to the orders, 
“but there will be no change to 
the original commitment for 
77,000 hectares of protection 
in the timber harvesting land 
base, and of course the 300,000 
hectares outside of the timber 
harvesting land base.”

He added that land use 
plans will need to be amended 
concurrently, so there will be 
notices in local papers and 
a public consultation period 
for this.

The draft habitat protection 
orders will include the maps of 

the protected areas that local 
teams have been working on. 
Consultant Mike Geisler says 
the final version of the map for 
the Central Selkirk herd in our 
region has a total no harvest 
area of 266,000 hectares, with 
20,014 hectares of that in the 
timber harvesting land base 

(THLB). This slightly exceeds 
the almost 20,000 hectares 
they were asked to find for 
protection in the THLB.

The map for the Central 
Selkirk herd has undergone a 
few revisions. The first map 
came out in December and 
was ‘aspatial,’ meaning that 

areas were identified where 
logging companies could work 
but would be obligated to leave 
behind a certain percentage of 
forest. They were asked to re-do 
the map and make it ‘spatial,’ 
meaning drawing hard lines 
around protected areas where 
no logging or road building 

would be allowed. This second 
version came out in March. It 
was peer reviewed by the local 
herd expert, who made some 
suggestions. Geisler said that 
the final version is very similar 
to the March version, with 
added key areas as a result of 
the peer review.

by Jan McMurray
At the recent Federation 

of Canadian Municipalities 
convention, Kaslo Mayor 
Jim Holland feels like he 
made some headway with his 
ideas on alternative property 
taxation models in resort style 
communities. 

In his written report to 
council, he says he had “great 
discussions” with politicians 
from PEI, where non-residents 

Kaslo Mayor moves forward with alternative property tax ideas
are taxed at double the rate 
of permanent residents. He 
also had discussions with 
politicians from Canmore 
about its Resident Rebate 
Program.

Holland states that the 
issue of ‘dark houses,’ or 
homes that are not occupied 
on a full-time basis, came 
up during discussions on 
policing. These homes require 
greater attention by police, 

since they are unoccupied 
and thereby vulnerable, and 
typically contain expensive 
goods.

He was most positive about 
his connection with the CAO 
of Metro Vancouver, Johnny 
Carline. Holland says Carline 
offered to support the initiative 
and offer expertise. “This is a 
very good development, since 
his area can have much greater 
clout with the provincial 

government,” states Holland 
in his report.

Holland says he hopes to 
have a resolution to present 
to Kaslo council at the next 
meeting, “and if this council 
is willing to support the 
resolution I will take it forward 
to the RDCK board and other 
jurisdictions in the region 
and Metro Vancouver for 
endorsement to present at the 
next UBCM in September.” 

A week-long summer drama program for 
children ages 8-13

based on the theme “Sleuths and Spies”
with theatre professionals Jim Dugan, 

Mat Maitlandt and Waneta Storms
July 14-19 at the Silverton Gallery

Valhalla School of Theatre Arts

For more information, visit valhallafinearts.org/vista or contact ViSTA Co-ordinator 
Kerry Heichert at 250-358-2252 or vista@valhallafinearts.org

Corky Evans is serving his third and final term as MLA for Nelson-
Creston. Now, we’re all wondering – what on earth is he going to do next?
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by Art Joyce
About 100 people attended a forum 

on the SPP (Security and Prosperity 
Partnership) hosted by the West Kootenay 
SPP Awareness Group at the Nelson 
United Church June 3. The forum was 
held to educate participants about this 
far-reaching agreement being signed by 
senior government officials from Canada, 
the US and Mexico, and to consider what 
steps citizens might take to express their 
concerns. 

Kimberley Scott introduced the event 
by noting that the SPP forum held by the 
NDP at the Prestige Inn in January had an 
attendance of over 400, with more than 100 
signing a petition expressing opposition to 
the SPP. The agreement will ‘harmonize’ 
some 300 Canadian policies with their 
American counterparts, which in most 
cases will mean a lowering of standards. 
It will also mean integrating Canadian and 
American customs and military, and has 
implications for Canada’s medicare system 
and environmental regulations. The US 
would also be favoured in the agreement for 
oil and water supplies.

Bob Hansen, a member of the Council 
of Canadians, Nanaimo chapter, was the 
featured speaker. He explained that in Canada 
the development and implementation of the 
SPP has been driven by the Canadian Council 
of Chief Executives, with 10 corporate 
CEOs acting as ‘advisers’ to government. 
Meanwhile, most elected Members of 
Parliament have not been briefed on the 
agreement. Neither they nor the media have 
been invited to the three major SPP ‘summit’ 
meetings held by President Bush, Prime 
Minister Harper or Mexican Presidents 
Fox and Calderon. Hansen is calling for the 
Canadian government to hold an open debate 
in the House of Commons on the SPP and 
put it to a vote.

“It will have an impact on the food we 
eat, the air we breathe, and the civil rights 
we have,” said Hansen. “It was conceived 
by corporations directing government as to 
what they want. There was no input from 
civil society and it throws democratic process 
out the window.”

He added that while corporations have 
profited hugely from trade agreements like 
NAFTA, with work productivity up by 15%, 
wages in the 20 years since its inception have 
remained flat or gone down. Hansen warned 
that the TILMA (Trade, Investment, and 
Labour Mobility Agreement) is a kind of 
inter-provincial arm of the SPP, an ‘investors 
rights’ bill. TILMA establishes a WTO-like 
tribunal where corporations can sue local 
government for regulations deemed ‘trade 
barriers’, with potential fines of up to $5 

million. Hansen blamed corporate-owned 
media for Canadians’ ignorance of the SPP 
and urged support for local newspapers and 
public radio. 

The audience was entertained by the 
Raging Grannies, whose Nelson director 
Bev Mills says the group has now been 
declared a ‘terrorist organization’ in 
California, generating a hearty laugh from 
the audience. 

A video report from Varenka Schwarz, 
who attended the Peoples’ Summit in New 
Orleans with Pegasis McGauley April 19-22, 
was played. Held in conjunction with the 
latest closed meetings of the SPP, the Peoples’ 
Summit featured presentations by NDP 
Trade Critic Peter Julian and Maude Barlow. 
Schwarz said there were discussions of 
increasing militarization of the three partner 
states, with drills practicing for martial law. 
A new temporary worker program in the US 
and Canada allows foreign workers only six 
months in-country before being ‘recycled’, 
with new groups of workers coming in to 
replace the outgoing ones. 

Pegasis McGauley, a civil rights worker 
in Mississippi between 1964-66, said that 
under the SPP, any pesticide approved 
would have simultaneous approval in all 
three countries and they are relying on the 
corporations that produce them for safety 
information. Events like the Montebello 
protest could be used as justification for 
bringing in troops for martial law. There are 
already 30,000 people on US ‘no-fly’ lists, 
including civil rights lawyers, environmental 
activists, and peace protesters. 

“Harmonizing isn’t being done to 
promote health and safety, they’re pretty 

open about that,” said McGauley, “but 
to facilitate trade. We want security and 
prosperity for all, and that means based on 
justice and equality.”

New Denver Mayor Gary Wright 
spoke to the audience about the recent 
resolution passed by his council calling for 
the SPP to be openly debated and voted 
on in Parliament. He quoted Benjamin 
Franklin, who said, “those who would trade 
prosperity for security deserve neither and 
will lose both.” Wright pointed out that 
as a representative of both municipal and 
regional government, unlike Stephen Harper, 
he is unable to act without a direct mandate 
from his constituents or duly elected board. 
Castlegar and Greenwood city councils 
have sent letters to MP Alex Atamanenko 
calling for the SPP to be made subject to 
public accountability. The City of Trail is 
considering a similar resolution to the one 
passed by New Denver council. 

 “I can tell you that if politicians think 
they’re doing something people want, you 
will hear about it,” said Wright.

MP Alex Atamanenko was unable to 
be present but had Wright read a prepared 
statement, commending forum participants 
for their commitment to “a transparent, 
democratic process to expose the SPP, which 
is attempting to expand the reach of NAFTA 
by using stealth to circumvent democratic 
public and government debate. I firmly 
believe that our struggle in the 21st century 
is against those corporate interests that are 
driving the SPP.” 

Hansen concluded the evening by 
citing a recent Environics poll that said 87% 

of Canadians felt we have the right to set 
our own environmental, health and safety 
policies even at the risk of reducing cross-
border business. And 86% agreed the SPP 
should be debated and submitted to a vote 
in Parliament. He urged concerned citizens 
to write letters to Prime Minister Harper, 
noting that not only the NDP but the Greens 
and Canadian Action Party are opposed to 
the SPP.

“Harper is our servant, not the other 
way around,” Hansen observed. “This is the 
moment to focus on the most important thing 
for all of us, and that’s freedom for ourselves, 
our children and our children’s children.” 

SPP forum educates the public about secretive trilateral agreement
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Re: Apology 
for residential 
schools

On Wednesday I listened to the 
entire apology given by the Prime 
Minister and opposition members 
to the First Nations, Metis and 
Inuit peoples for past governments’ 
creation, support and funding of 
the residential schools in Canada. I 

Big trucks
To the drivers of the logging 

trucks and chip trucks – SLOW 
DOWN THROUGH TOWN! The 
speed limit is 50 km per hour, not 
80 or 90. You are going to kill 
someone. I realize the logging 
industry supports this country, 
but that is not my concern here. 
My concern is for the kids and 
the elderly who might not see you 
coming! The other day I actually 
had a logging truck try and run me 
off the road as I tried to pass him 
up the hill in a passing lane – what 
is up with that? The police do not 
seem to care, yet are right there to 
arrest hard working, tax paying 
local citizens or to give out seat 
belt tickets. I discovered another 
illegal dumping site on the Alywin 
Forestry Rd. and the RCMP told 
me it was not their problem. I have 
a simple solution to the speeding 
problem that would not take any 
man power. SPEED BUMPS!

Dan Borley
Silverton

Car prowler in 
Hills

This spring, there has been a 
frequent prowler around homes 
in the Hills area, as we have 
experienced and as reported by 
many of our neighbours. This 
prowler is approximately three feet 
tall, cinnamon-brown in colour and 
very hairy. He or she breaks into 
vehicles in search of leftover burrito-
droppings, potato chip crumbs, and 
other snack-detritus. Apparently this 
prowler has learned that vehicles 
equal food. 

One morning we found the 
back doors of both our cars wide 
open and muddy paw-prints inside. 
In one car, the prowler appears to 
have curled up in a sleeping bag we 
had in the back seat and had a little 
nap before departing. Fortunately, 
muddy footprints were the only 
thing s/he left in our vehicle!

It’s that time of year: time to 
bear-smart your vehicle and property. 
Don’t keep dog food outside, safely 
store bear attractants such as bags 
of fertilizer and chicken-feed, place 
bird feeders far away from the house, 
put electric fences around your prize 
fruit trees, and most importantly, 
ensure garbage is stored indoors in 
a secure, bear-proof area. 

Don’t leave any food in your 
vehicle and keep your doors 
locked. 

Lorna Visser
Hills

Our farmers 
need your 
support

I have noticed that concerns 
have been expressed in regard to the 
proposed abattoir in Ootischenia.

It has not been an easy time 
for farmers in our area. Ever since 
the provincial government brought 
in meat inspection regulations, 
individuals are no longer able to 
slaughter animals on their farm and 
sell the meat.

This senseless law is driving 
local livestock producers out 
of business by forcing them to 
transport animals as far away as 
Summerland. For many in our 
area, this means relying entirely on 
meat that is not locally produced 
and that comes from large feedlot 
operations.

I strongly urge citizens who 
may be impacted by the proposed 
facility to study the details of the 
proposal. It is my understanding that 
the criteria for establishing small-
scale slaughterhouse operations 
are very thorough and take in to 
consideration areas and impact on 
the environment.

The bottom line is that if we do 
not find some kind of solution to 
ensure a supply of quality locally 
raised meat, we will have to rely 
exclusively on meat products that 
come from outside the Kootenay-
Boundary area.

Hopefully, we can have a 
constructive dialogue to arrive at 
a workable solution. Our farmers 
need your support.

Alex Atamanenko, MP
BC Southern Interior

Area D 
Planning 
questionnaire

The Area D land use planning 
questionnaire conducted by 
the RDCK staff received 5l5 
responses representing 43% of 
the l,730 eligible Area D voters. 
This indicates that 57% of the 
people do not want any more 
regulation. Of the respondents 
to the questionnaire, only 268 
indicated interest in planning. 
Hardly a ringing endorsement. 

The proponents of this planning 
initiative are a small special interest 
group – hell bent on imposing their 
will on the majority. 

The real crisis facing Area 
D is lack of employment. Our 
forest industry is on life support, 

Vandalism in 
New Denver 
cemetery must 
stop

A lot of things have been going 
on in the local New Denver cemetery 
lately that are not only troubling but 
also disturbing.

My husband and many family 
friends are buried up there. We go 
there to honour and pay our respects 
to the ones we love and miss. It is 
so hard when you go up there and 
find flowers and other personal 
mementos kicked around, broken, 
vandalized and a mess. This has 
been an ongoing problem and I think 
someone needs to say something and 
have an end put to this. A cemetery is 
not a place to go hang out and drink 
and vandalize stuff.

It’s pretty sad trying to explain 
to your grandsons that yes there are 
people in this town that are this mean 
to do this to their grampa’s grave. 
Why can’t people let the dead rest 
in peace? 

And why do people have to go 
up there smash vases, throw flowers 
all around, steal stuff right off the 
graves? 

Does it make you feel good to 
be picking on a deceased person’s 
final resting spot?

I t ’s  immature ,  rude  and 
cowardly. Yeah, the ones that are 
doing this – you guys are sooo cool.

For God’s sake let people’s 
loved ones rest in peace. 

Thank you.
Debbie Janak

New Denver

think that a key word was omitted 
in all of this feel-good exercise. 
This word is “genocide.” The 
dictionary’s description of the word 
is: “the systematic extermination 
or destruction of an entire people.” 
Until the truth can be acknowledged, 
all efforts for reconciliation will be 
weakened.

The Ancestors Bear Witness.
Walter Pasieka

Nakusp

mining is bogged down with 
environmental impact nonsense, 
commercial recreation is being 
given the death-blow by all the 
parks and wilderness areas and the 
phantom caribou. Every time there 
is a new initiative to create industry 
and jobs our professional protesters 
organize against them. The same 
protesters never whisper about our 
pot industry. Must be proud of it 
or part of it.

What we need from the RDCK 
is some leadership. They should 
be promoting jobs for our young 
people and families. Our famous 
illegal drug industry pays nothing 
for our social services. No taxes 
for healthcare, schools, policing, 
highways or RDCK services. Let’s 
get our priorities straight. Can the 
Plan.

Larry Greenlaw
Meadow Creek

• Just in - a tremendous 
collection of used Jazz CDS

Thousands of used Books 
and new & used CDs

Packrat annie’s
411 Kootenay St. nelson 354-4722

Thoughts on losing my MLA
I’m going to miss Corky Evans.
Regular readers of this column will remember my story about how I first 

met the MLA for Nelson-Creston. He pushed me out of a snowbank. He didn’t 
introduce himself, and he refused my offer of money. He just organized a bunch 
of guys in suits that were travelling with him to push. I went my way and never 
connected the good samaritan with my representative in the provincial legislature 
until I saw him at a meeting, months later.

That initial meeting is bound to colour my perception of the man. In fact, it’s 
a story that I often bring up when folks complain that their MLA has never done 
anything for them. In itself, it’s not a reason to vote for him, but it is an indication 
of his character.

I like Corky because he believes in the rather quaint notion that government can 
be a force for good in people’s lives. He dreams big and represents us in Victoria with 
passion. He’s never lost track of the communities that he represents, or the diverse 
individuals that live in them. For most of the 15 years that I’ve lived in Rosebery, 
Corky has been my MLA. I think that I’ve got pretty good bang for my buck.

It’s a joy to read him in Hansard. What the big-city media call his ‘folksy charm’ 
is skilled oration. The simple, well-chosen, words of an excellent communicator. 
Anyone who has had the pleasure of listening to Corky speak will know that he 
often answers a question with a story. It’s generally a good story, and it generally 
answers your question.

The West Kootenay is different as a result of his years in office. I would argue 
that it’s better. The Columbia Basin Trust is the biggest example of what he’s 
accomplished. He also played a big role in the development of community forests 
throughout the West Kootenay. Imperfect as both these institutions are, few will 
argue that we’d be better off without them.

It is to be hoped that he will find an interesting task to set his hand to when he 
retires from office next spring.

Dan Nicholson, publisher
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Taxes
One thing we can be sure of is 

death and taxes.
When I received my 2008 

tax assessment notice back in 
January showing a 47% increase in 
property value, I checked with my 
neighbours and the indication was 
that the majority of them also had a 
substantial increase in their property 
values. A call to the BC Assessment 
authority indicated that there has 
been an overall increase in market 
value of properties in my area and 
throughout the province.

Therefore there was no need 
for concern that my property taxes 
would go up by 47%, as the local 
government (RDCK) and the 
Province generally adjusts the tax 
rate to reflect an increase or decrease 
in property values.

When I received my tax notice 
there was an adjustment in the tax 
rate, but it still reflected an overall 
property tax increase of 38% from 
last year’s taxes. I know we did 
not get a 38% increase in local or 
provincial services, it is just another 
form of a tax grab by both the 
Province and RDCK.

The seniors are the ones that 
are being taxed the most. If I were 
eligible for the additional grant 
my overall property tax would 
increase by 65% over last year’s 
taxes – it is disproportional. (Do the 
comparison.) 

The hardest hit by this tax 
increase are the seniors, whose only 
source of income is the Canada 
Pension Plan and Old Age Security. 
They did not get a 65% increase in 
their pensions.

There should be a tax rebate to 
offset this enormous tax increase, 
and the tax rate should be adjusted or 
the grant increased for next year. 

Walter Popoff
Slocan Valley Seniors 

Counsellor

Open letter on 
Bill C-51

I am outraged that there is a 
Bill before Parliament that was 
not brought to the attention and 
contemplation of Canadian citizens 
– Bill C-51!

I am opposed to the police state 
powers in Bill C-51. I want my 
access to natural health products 
protected.

I am aware that this Bill C-51, 
if passed will create the following 
unacceptable situation for all 
Canadian citizens: 75% of natural 
health products will become illegal; 
illegal products must be voluntarily 
removed or be subject to Health 
Canada enforcement; Health Canada 
has publicly announced it is hiring 
more enforcement officers and is 
holding recruitment meetings at 
universities; Bill C-51 gives Health 
Canada unprecedented enforcement 
tools to force natural health products 
off of the market. 

Furthermore, Natural Health 
Products are under immediate threat. 
Many Canadians rely upon natural 
health products for their health. 

These products are endangered and 
consumers need to act now to save 
them. Since 2004 when the Natural 
Health Product Regulations were 
introduced, natural health products 
have been increasingly threatened. 
The new regulations were Health 
Canada’s response to consumer 
demands for the government to 
protect their access to natural health 
products. The regulations have had 
the opposite effect.

To ‘legally’ sell a health product 
the new regulations impose a 
licensing requirement. The problem 
is that 60% of licence applications 
have failed. These have been the 
‘easy’ applications. Expectations are 
that 70-75% of applications will fail. 
For the NHP community this means 
that 75% of NHPs we rely upon for 
our health will become illegal.

There is something wrong with 
‘health’ legislation which allows the 
State to seize health products without 
considering whether we need the 
products.

There is something wrong with 
the State making personal health 
decisions for us. Health decisions 
are fundamental to our personal 
autonomy.

There is something wrong with 
the State being able to seize our 
property without prior court approval, 
without clearly defined reasons for 
the seizure, without time limit, and 
without court supervision. 

There is something wrong with 
the State being able to trespass on our 
property without any recourse. Surely 
we can draft ‘health’ protection 
legislation that does not read like a 
police state handbook!

Marlene Swetlishoff
Crescent Valley

Visitor wants 
cell service in 
New Denver

This is a letter to all the people 
in the New Denver cell service area 
who are so vehemently trying to deny 
the use of cell service to the majority 
of the people, local townspeople and 
tourists alike.

We were in a position on 
Saturday, June 7 where we could 
have used this service. After camping 
for a week in Centennial Park, on 
the way home, our RV stopped on 
the hill several kilometres out of 
New Denver on Highway 31A, and 
wouldn’t go another foot. We could 
have been stranded there without 
a way to call for a mechanic or a 
wrecker. As it was, we had an extra 
vehicle so we were able to drive 
to New Denver to consult with a 
mechanic friend. At his suggestion 
we drove to Kaslo for a part, which 
they didn’t have. In the meantime, 
our friend was able to go back to 
New Denver and locate one. It was 
not the problem, so again we had 
to drive to New Denver, find a pay 
phone and call a wrecker. It hadn’t 
arrived in two hours, so it was back 
to New Denver to find out why.

Now, if we had not had the 
extra vehicle, how do you suppose 
we would have accomplished all 

of this?? Relied on a traveler, who 
wouldn’t have been able to make a 
call either? The lack of cell service 
in this day and age is ridiculous. 
What would have happened had 
this been, not merely a mechanical 
problem, but a medical emergency?? 
Should one of us have died because 
we would have had no way to 
contact 911? You are very fortunate 
in the New Denver area to have an 
excellent 24/7 emergency service 
– but the only people who can use 
this wonderful service are the ones 
who are sitting at home beside their 
landline.

Now, you probably want to 
suggest to me that if we don’t feel 
safe or comfortable visiting your 
area, that we visit elsewhere. But, 
do you see your main street, your 
pub, campground etc. with many 
people in them? Tourists? Not likely. 
Does it occur to you that the reason 
businesses have been closing is that 
there are no customers? Now, the 
world doesn’t revolve around cell 
service, but you could look at the 
vibrant towns of Nakusp, Nelson, 
and Kaslo – and at the lack of interest 
in New Denver – which is a beautiful 
little town in a wonderful setting – 
and perhaps ask yourselves if there 
isn’t something lacking. Could it be 
CELL SERVICE??

Do any of you who oppose this 
service – for what I can see are 
totally unfounded reasons – have 
the benefits of power, microwaves, 
indoor plumbing, land phones, 
radios, televisions, and any of the 
other technological items available? 
If so, then you need to advance your 
thinking a bit, and accept another 
benefit of the modern age. If you 
object so strenuously to cell service, 
for goodness sakes –DON’T BUY 
ONE , and DON’T USE THE 
DARNED THING!! But let others 
with common sense that can see the 
benefits of the cell phone use them 
– if for nothing other than safety and 
safe travelling.

I hope others who can see the 
benefit of this service will also read 
this letter, and perhaps add their 
comments.

Thank you on behalf of the 
travelling public.

Shirley Ratcliffe
Balfour

NDP opposition 
to carbon tax 
disturbing

When he rose in the legislature 
to respond to last year’s throne 
speech, Corky Evans called parts of it 
“wonderful.” He referred, again and 
again, to the government’s recognition 
in that throne speech that “climate 
change is real.”

Corky: “We have to manage our 
own pollution and to do something to 
see that the planet survives.” Referring 
to past inaction on this issue, he said 
nevertheless, all that time, “we all 
knew in our hearts that the way we 
govern, and maybe even the way we 
live is precluding the future for our 
children.”

The throne speech said: “The 

science is clear. It leaves no room for 
procrastination.” Corky responded: 
“We have to restructure everything 
we do.”

Corky was very concerned that 
the Liberals were just lying, that their 
throne speech was just “spin,” so 
Liberals could gain from rising poll 
numbers showing support for action 
on climate change even though they 
may have had no intention of doing 
anything at all. 

“If this is spin, this is the biggest 
lie.... [he got the word “lie” in, then 
retracted, saying “we aren’t allowed to 
say lie in this building”] then he said: 
“if this is spin, it is the largest immoral 
gesture to come into this building in a 
long time.”

He muttered in advance, as if he 
soon expected to see proof that this 
extremely large immoral gesture had 
in fact occurred: “Where is the line, 
between comin’ in here with integrity, 
sayin’ words you believe in.” “Exactly 
what substance is there to make me 
believe that they meant the words 
when they say climate change is 
real and now we’re going to govern 
differently?”

Corky:  “If climate change is real, 
it’s gonna take BOTH sides to make 
it [referring to any possible solution] 
work. It’s more important to find a 
solution for this than... [he drifted off 
in his inimitable manner implying it’s 
more important than becoming the 
government, staying in power, keeping 
ones seat, etc.]

What evidence is there that the 
NDP wants to do anything at all?

Corky: “God help us, Mr Speaker, 
if we come in here next year and 
it turns out it was a sham” “If it’s 
[global warming] real, then I AM 
HERE TO HELP. And if it’s false.... 
spin....corrupted language in order to 
fool people I’LL SPEND THE REST 
OF MY CAREER to try to make 
[the Liberals] disappear from this 
building...”

The NDP are the ones guilty of 
serving up the spin now. They have 
been trying to spin the debate into 
whether there should be a “fuel tax” 

BUYERS OF CEDAR 
& PINE POLES

Mike Casey  cell   344-8477
Offering planning, management 
and sales for Woodlot Licences 

and Private Land Owners.

P.O. Box 4, 
Brisco, B.C. V0A 1B0

Phone (250) 346-3315
Fax (250) 346-3218

TOLL FREE 1-866-346-3315

WOOD PRESERVERS LTD.

as opposed to what it intended to be, 
i.e. a tax on carbon emissions. NDP 
leaders seem to think they can be seen 
to be firmly on both sides of this issue 
as their environment critic calls global 
warming “the issue of our time,” while 
the party voted in the legislature to 
oppose this first step in addressing 
it. Many point to this carbon tax as 
the leading progressive measure yet 
taken in North America. Even oil 
patch analysts are saying the winds 
are changing south of the border and a 
price on carbon is inevitable.

I can’t say where Corky has stood 
in the back rooms as NDP opposition 
to this policy was decided. I’d put it 
to him though:  “Where is the line 
between comin’ in here with integrity, 
sayin’ words you believe in.”  Where 
is the line?

I’m glad I live in a country that 
has supported a politician like Corky. I 
hear he is retiring, and I wish him well. 
However, this NDP opposition to the 
carbon tax has disturbed me, beyond 
what I thought it should, given my 
experience over the years.

There remains the need, more than 
when Corky said it, for both sides to 
work together. I would say all sides, 
eventually all people on the planet, will 
have to cooperate on this issue. Perhaps 
we may yet find the ability to do so.

David Lewis
Crescent Valley



   The Valley Voice    June 19, 20086 COMMUNITY

submitted
The Slocan River Streamkeepers 

was formed in 2003 to promote 
a w a r e n e s s  o f  t h e  a q u a t i c 
environment, do restoration work 
and monitoring that benefits the 
Slocan River. Now in our sixth 
year, Streamkeepers continue to do 
projects and educational outreach 
throughout the valley. We want to 
help riverside landowners plant 
and care for trees, and our Riparian 
Restoration Program enables you to 
protect your riverbank.

Although relatively healthy, 
the Slocan River ecosystem does 
have some problems, ranging from 
channel in-filling and bank erosion 

to loss of habitat due to blockages 
of side channels and lack of trees 
beside the river. As swimmers and 
tubers, we humans enjoy warm 
water temperatures, but fish suffer 
when summer water temperatures 
rise above 20º C. 

Challenges to restoring the 
Slocan River include high water 
level fluctuations, wild and domestic 
animal grazing, the beaver ’s 
voracious appetite for young trees, 
and invasive reed canary grass. Over 
the years, we’ve learned a lot about 
our river and the types of restoration 
and planting methods that work best. 
Our main focus has been restoring 
vegetation and especially trees. We 

The Silverton Lakeshore Inn’s 
Kitchen is now open for the 

summer and we have a new cook!
Come and enjoy our new cook’s 

fabulous food!
Homemade Burgers, Appetizers, 
Club House, Great Salads, Soups 

and Poutines!
Open from 12 noon to 8 pm

Starting June 17, 2008
Thanks for your patience and see 

you there!
12 Lake Avenue • Silverton, BC • 358-7929
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After a nine month gestation 

involving the collaboration of seven 
North Slocan Valley Community 
groups and two funding agencies, we 
are proud to announce a new addition 
to the enhancement of public events: 
a beautiful Epson LCD Projector 
and Fender Deluxe Sound System. 
Both are now available for a modest 
rental fee to be used by not-for-profit 
groups in the North Valley for public 

Collaboration ‘births’ projector, sound system for New Denver community groups
presentations in education, arts and 
recreation.

In the past few years, local groups 
such as the Hidden Garden Gallery 
and Valhalla Fine Arts Societies and 
the North Valley Film Festival have 
been piecing together aging projection 
equipment or renting the only publicly 
available system from the ELC in 
Slocan. Frustrated by inconvenience, 
expense, and limited visual quality, 
seven not-for-profit groups contributed 

Slocan River Streamkeepers seeking support for Riparian Restoration Plan
concentrate on trees because they 
play an important role in stabilizing 
banks, providing shade and habitat 
for aquatic life. 

This spring we again worked 
with students from WE Graham’s 
Alternative Education Class to 
plant trees beside the river. We were 
pleased to receive over 1,100 trees 
from Springer Creek Forest Products 
that with the students’ help were 
planted on land along the rail trail 
and on privately owned riverbanks. 
These trees will provide a living 
legacy for the benefit and enjoyment 
of future generations.

Thanks again to the landowners, 
the Heritage Trail Society, Springer 

Creek Forest Products, WE Graham’s 
‘Alt Ed’ Class and Columbia Power 
Corporation for working with us.

Anyone interested in participating 
in the Riparian Restoration Program 
can call Jennifer at 226-7339. 

submitted
Roots of Empathy is a highly 

rewarding program that teaches 
emotional literacy and nurtures the 
growth of empathy – the ability 
to understand how people feel. Its 
goals are to decrease bullying and 
aggression in children’s lives and to 
foster peaceful societies. It prepares 
students for responsible parenting by 
increasing their knowledge of human 
development and infant safety. 

This year, two classes at Lucerne 

Two Lucerne classes participate in Roots of Empathy Program
School participated in Roots of 
Empathy.

Baby Riley Oldham and her 
mother Bobbi Jo began visiting Katrina 
Sumrall’s Grade 5/6 class when Riley 
was three months old. Learning how 
Bobbi Jo cares for Riley and watching 
Riley reach developmental milestones, 
such as grasping, sitting, standing and 
walking, have been exciting parts of 
each child’s school year. The students 
learned important behaviours such 
as ‘never shake a baby’ and why it is 

crucial to avoid alcohol and tobacco 
during pregnancy.  They increased their 
understanding of others’ feelings and 
had fun watching Riley learning and 
becoming confident enough to begin 
to play with them. She had so much 
fun putting on (and off) one student’s 
baseball cap!

Student comments affirmed that 
the Roots of Empathy program teaches 
children to care about people’s feelings 
and respect each other.

Dagmar Koutsky and baby Anatoli 
visited Ms. Champagne’s K-1-2 
class. The children observed how 
Anatoli relates to the world, his unique 
personality and likes and dislikes. They 
were excited to observe his growing 
communication skills. They learned 
why babies cry and how to help them. 
When Anatoli learned to crawl and 
began to explore the classroom, the 
children realized how important it is 
to make his environment safe. The 
children in Ms. Champagne’s class love 
to share stories of their own babyhoods 
and are sensitive and insightful when 
talking about their feelings. They are 
a highly empathetic group and love to 
sing to and play with Anatoli.

Mary Gordon, a Canadian social 
justice advocate, founded the Roots 
of Empathy program. It is offered 
through the Columbia Basin Alliance 
for Literacy. Lane Haywood, a Roots 
of Empathy instructor, worked with 
the classes before, during and after the 
babies’ visits.

seed funding and formed the North 
Valley Projector Project Committee in 
an effort to improve the situation.

Meeting regularly since November, 
2007, the Projector Committee 
sought and received financial support 
from Recreation Commission #6 
and Columbia Basin Trust Local 
Initiatives funds.  With volunteer 
technical consulting assistance, the 
committee researched local needs 
and decided on priority purchases. 

It has also developed rental policies 
and procedures, users’ manuals, 
an equipment replacement budget, 
and projectionist training sessions. 
Because this equipment is sensitive 
and expensive (a replacement bulb 
costs $450!), policy requires all users 
to provide a trained projectionist.

Any eligible group wishing to 
access the equipment should – well in 
advance of a planned event – pick up 
an information brochure at the Valley 

Voice, New Denver, or Gaze N Chat, 
Silverton, and contact our volunteer 
coordinator Nadine Raynolds at 
358-2164 or nadiner@pembina.org.

The Projector Committee wishes 
to thank Recreation Commission #6, 
the Columbia Basin Trust, Nadine 
Raynolds, tech volunteers, and 
especially the Hidden Garden Gallery 
Society board and its Treasurer Bruce 
Charlton for facilitating the birthing 
process.
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The Hidden Garden Gallery is 

proud to begin its eighth summer 
season with ‘Hoot Owl’ Perry’s 
display of Friendship Quilts from 
June 19-23. ‘Hooty’ has organized 
the making of these quilts to welcome 

New Denver’s Hidden Garden Gallery opens its doors on another successful season
new babies and new neighbours over 
the years and has collected about 17 
for us to enjoy. All are invited to the 
opening reception on Thursday, June 
19 from 7-9 pm. Music in the garden 

will be provided by DJ Wright, Diana 
De Groot and Luce Paquin.

“Friendship Quilts combine the 
arts of many people to create a gift 
for a special friend,” says Perry. 

Another familiar face, but new 
to the Hidden Garden Gallery, is 
Sydney Wigood. Sydney will exhibit 
her series of acrylics entitled Dream 
Paintings from June 25-30. Beautiful 
prints of this series will be for sale. 
The opening reception will be held 
on Wednesday, June 25 from 7-9 

pm, when Wigood will talk about 
her work, her experiences with batik 
in Indonesia, travels in Costa Rica 
and Mexico, and the inspiration for 
her exotic work. Refreshments will 
be served. 

Enderby, BC artist Jamie Frazer 
will exhibit her paintings from July 
2-14, and will also be selling her 
work. She believes in affordable 
art and her work is expressive of 
the BC interior, suffused with love 
and humour. As a newcomer, Jamie 

is excited about meeting folks here 
in the North Slocan, so plan on 
coming out to her opening reception 
on Wednesday, July 2 from 7-9. 
Nelson’s Pauline Lamb will provide 
her soulful, original music in the 
garden. This is a rare opportunity to 
hear this gifted songwriter and enjoy 
original artwork at the same time.

The Hidden Garden Gallery 
is open from 10 am - 3 pm daily 
except Tuesdays and all events are 
by donation.

Sydney Wigood will exhibit her series 
of acrylics entitled Dream Paintings 

from June 25-30.

You too can baby-
sit the North Slocan 

Community Projector!!
Training courses are now 

available for members 
of non-profit community 

organizations.
For details, contact our 

coordinator Nadine Raynolds at 
358-2164 or nadiner@pembina.org
Project sponsored by —

Recreation 
Commission 

#6

A student works with the Slocan Valley Streamkeepers at Grohman Narrows.

The grade 5/6 class at Lucerne gave baby Riley this very special quilt during his last 
visit to their classroom in the Roots of Empathy program. Each student made a square, 

and they put the quilt together with the help of Jane Murphy and Lane Haywood.
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Smokey Creek Salvage
24 HR TOWING

New & Used Auto Parts, Back Hoe Work, 
Certified Welding & Repairs, Vehicle Removal

WE BUY CARS & TRUCKS
359-7815 ; 1-877-376-6539

3453 YEATMAN RD, SOUTH SLOCAN

The Village of New Denver would like to advise residents that, as 
of June 1, 2008, summer sprinkling restrictions are in effect.  

To conserve water and lower the high cost of pumping during 
the summer months, sprinkling is only permitted between the 
hours of 6:00 a.m. - 10:00 a.m. and between the hours of 6:00 
p.m. - 10:00 p.m.  Sprinkling is prohibited at other times.  Hand 
watering is permitted at any time.  

Thank you for your cooperation.

Carol Gordon, CMC
Administrator

VILLAGE OF 
NEW DENVER

SUMMER SPRINKLING REGULATIONS
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On June 5 at 11 am, communities 

across BC held tree planting 
ceremonies to celebrate the planting 
of the province’s six billionth tree.

A Winlaw treeplanter was 
honoured at a ceremony in Slocan. 
Allan Kierstead has planted three 
million trees over his 30-year career 
as a treeplanter, and he plans to retire 
after this season.

At the ceremony, Kierstead was 
presented with a lifetime achievement 
award, and he planted a tree near 
the Coronation tree at Slocan’s old 
elementary school (now the Wellness 
Centre).

Kierstead, originally from New 
Brunswick, moved to BC in 1976. 
He planted his first tree on the west 

Winlaw treeplanter honoured at six billionth tree ceremony
coast of Vancouver Island in the early 
spring of 1976. He received nine 
cents a tree, and was able to plant 
300 a day.

Tree planting has given Kierstead 
the freedom to work seasonally and 
spend the rest of the year fulfilling his 
passion for music.

Planting draws an eclectic group 
of people, those who don’t necessarily 
fit into the mainstream. Allen is one of 
those people. He enjoys working with 
others like himself — free thinkers 
who don’t fit the mold. “You can be a 
triangle as opposed to the square peg 
fitting into the square hole.” He likes 
the fact that planters are an accepting 
lot who allow a person to be who 
they are.

The co-ordinated plantings were 

organized by the Western Silvicultural 
Contractors Association (WSCA) and 
involved about 6,000 workers. The 
celebration represented a milestone 
in one of the province’s lesser-known 
mega projects – four decades of 
reforestation covering six million 
hectares of logged and denuded 
land.

“We chose that time [11 am] on 
purpose,” said contractor Tim Tchida, 
citing the 25% collapse in planting 
anticipated for 2009. “We do believe 
we are at the eleventh hour for tree 
planting in BC. We need to get the 
program back on track and deal with 
the mountain pine beetle damage.”

In spite of the 12 million hectares 
of beetle-attacked forest across the 
province, tree planting activities are 

expected to drop to their lowest level in 
20 years in 2009. The WSCA is urging 
governments at all levels to act boldly 
now to mitigate the environmental 
consequences of the beetle plague 
through prompt reforestation and 
ecosystem restoration. Cancellation 
of contracts by logging companies 
is expected to cause a drop from 270 
million trees planted this year to about 
170 million next year. 

“Forest Minister Coleman is 
bringing a $128 million bailout to the 
industry table but where’s the money 
for the forest itself?” asks the WSCA’s 
Bill McIntyre.

The silviculture sector provides 
skilled stand tenders, surveyors, 
fire fighting and prescribed burn 
crews, many of them currently 

underemployed. It also comprises the 
forest seedling nursery sector, capable 
of producing double the number of 
trees now being grown annually for 
the province’s planting program.

Allan Kierstead has planted three million trees 
over his 30-year career as a treeplanter.

submitted
All hikers and bikers are warmly 

invited to participate in Galena Trail 
Discovery Day, Sunday June 29 from 
10 am - 4 pm. It’s a family affair, a 
chance to hike or bike the trail with 
others, join in a scavenger hunt, 
and learn about natural and human 
history from knowledgeable locals. 

Hikers and bikers invited to enjoy Galena Trail Day, June 29
Cross Carpenter Creek on our famous 
cable car located at the old Alamo 
mine site. 

The Galena Trail is a non-
motorized bike-hike trail between 
Three Forks and Rosebery, now 14 
years old. And like many of us, it 
needs some bridgework done – not 
dental, but riparian. At the Three 

Forks trailhead (Highway 31A, 
Sandon turnoff) the existing bridge 
over Carpenter Creek is an historic 
wooden structure that’s liable to 
wash away any spring now. The 
Regional District of Central Kootenay 
supports the trail to the tune of 
$3,000 a year, covering the basic 
costs of maintenance. The bridge 
deck has been patched, but now we 
seek a more permanent solution. As 
volunteer commissioners we have 
the responsibility for maintaining 
the trail.

Our new bridge may cost 10 
times the regional district support, 
so a Three Forks Bridge fundraising 
committee has been established. 
The committee is asking all friends 
and users of the Galena Trail to help 
us raise funds for the ‘Bridge over 
Raging Waters’

Galena Trail Discovery Day is a 
great opportunity to experience the 
trail and to show your support for the 
new bridge. There will be donation 
tables at both the Three Forks and 
Denver Siding trailheads. If you wish 
to donate but can’t make it on June 29, 
you can drop off a donation at one of 
these convenient locations:  Kaslo, 
Doug’s Bicycle Shop, 1116 C Ave, 
Upper Kaslo; Nelson, Gerick’s Cycle 
and Sport, 702 Baker St; New Denver, 
Ann’s Natural Foods, 805 Kildare, 
downtown New Denver.  Cheques 
made out to ‘Galena Trail’ can be 
mailed to Box 40, New Denver, V0G 
1S0. Receipts issued on request, but 

we do not have charitable tax status.
For more information or to 

volunteer for either Galena Trail 
Discovery Day or the Three Forks 
Bridge project, please contact 
Jane Murphy at 358-7143 or Hank 
Hastings at 358-7737 or email us at 
ragingwaterbridge@yahoo.ca.  For 
more information see Galena Trail at 
www.slocanlake.com.  

submitted
Ever wanted to learn more about 

the grizzly bear? Curious about 
visiting their habitat but scared about 
what might happen? At Travels in 
Bear Country you’ll have all your 
questions answered as well as visit 
their habitat and if it’s in the cards 
you might even see some bears!

This  July  Slocan Val ley 
Recreation is hosting two day-trips 
into the mountains between New 
Denver and Kaslo. Learn about bear 
ecology and conservation with well-
known biologist Erica Mallam, who 
has guided trips into the area for over 
15 years. 

The day begins with a slide 
presentation in New Denver, 
followed by a 10-km round trip hike 
up the Whitewater Valley to visit 
grizzly bear habitat (near Retallack). 
It’s a unique opportunity to gain a 
deeper appreciation for this majestic 
animal as well as the confidence to 
hike in bear country. 

The hikes take place on either 
Sunday July 6th or Wednesday July 
16th. They begin at 9 am and usually 
wrap up at around 5 pm. The fee for 
the program is $70 per person and 
family rates are available, although 
the program may not be suitable for 

younger children.
If interested in attending you must 

be in good physical condition for the 
hike and have a vehicle suitable for 
mountain roads (some car pooling 
at Retallack may be possible). Wear 
appropriate clothing and bring a 
lunch plus snacks adequate for a full 
day hike and drinking water. Limited 
space available, so register early.

For more information, contact 
Slocan Valley Recreation at 
226-0008.

Rec program travels into bear country

Support the Valley Voice with 
a voluntary subscription

only $10-$30 

The Galena Trail commission is fundraising to replace this bridge at Three 
Forks. Take the opportunity to hike the trail and make a donation on Galena 

Trail Discovery Day, June 29.
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Valhalla Fine Arts
is honoured to present

Angela Ruthven, violin &
Arnold Draper, piano

Sunday, June 29th, 7 pm
Silverton Gallery

by Don Currie
•Council adopted a policy for 

regular community events such as 
Loggers Sports, school events and 
Oktoberfest. The policy requires 
applicants to notify the Village 
administrator and fill in an application 
form, protecting the Village from 
liability. The policy guideline and 
application form is available at the 
Village office.

•Council approved the request 
of the Slocan City Loggers Sports 
organizers for Village sponsorship, 
the use of Village equipment and 
labour, and a letter from the Mayor to 
the RCMP advising that the Village 
approves a beer garden at the event. 
Loggers Sports will take place on 
Saturday, July 5 with participants 
from Australia, New Zealand and 
the European Union. Slocan City 
Loggers Sport Committee Chair 
Laurie Septav is appealing to the 
community for contributions. Council 
agreed to provide a $500 grant to 
support the event.

•Council acted on a request from 
the Slocan Valley Heritage Trail 
Society (SVHTS) to appoint two 
members of council to work with 
SVHTS to resolve issues of trail use 

south of the Village boundary. The 
society reported on action it had taken 
to close a spur on the east side of the 
trail that posed safety and liability 
issues for trail users and the society. 
The society is particularly concerned 
about the use of the temporary 
access road along the west side of 
the trail between Gravel Pit Road 
and the former Valhalla Unit Crew 
Camp. The Village in the past used 
the road under a $500 annual lease 
agreement with the CPR from 1994. 
The SVHTS is seeking a formal 
agreement that addresses liability 
and suggests the Village renew the 
lease with Tourism BC. The society 
wants the matter resolved in 90 days. 
Council appointed John Gates and 
Madeleine Perriere to meet with the 
society and to report back to council 
by August 31. 

•Council received the 2008 
anticipated forest development plan 
from Springer Creek Forest Products 
including a map of new cutblocks 
and roads located in Forest License 
A20192. Ed Hadikin, Springer Creek 
RPF, invited council’s comments 
and concerns about the 2008 forest 
development activities.

•Village works foreman Tim Hill 

reported that the beach and kiddy 
park washrooms were repainted. A 
water main break on Harold Street 
had been repaired and a proper shut 
off valve installed. The stumps at 
the old elementary school have been 
removed and is now the site of the six 
billionth seedling planted in British 
Columbia. The seedling was planted 
by a veteran tree planter from Winlaw 
with over 30 years of service in the 
field. Dead trees have been removed 
from the cemetery and forestry crews 
are coming to fire smart the area 
along the east side of the cemetery. 
The foreman could not report on 
headway with YRB on repairing 
Arlington Road. The mayor reported 
he had made several attempts at 
getting action on the project and 
suggested “flooding the Department 
of Highways with emails” to get their 
attention. Hill had suggested to YRB 
that they dig up the bad sections of 
Arlington and bring in gravel and the 
Village would maintain it. YRB has 
not responded to the proposal.

•Councillor Gates reported on 
the May RDCK meeting, where 
Columbia Basin Trust Community 
Initiatives and Affected Areas 
Program funding was approved. 
For Slocan, $1,000 was granted 
to the Columbia Basin Alliance 
for Literacy, $1,500 to Slocan and 
District First Responders, $1,000 to 
the Slocan Lake Stewardship Society, 
$500 to Slocan Valley Heritage Trail 
Society and $500 to the WE Graham 
Community Service Society.

•Councillor Perriere reported 
on a successful Wellness Fitness 
Centre general meeting on May 
15. A volunteer work party on May 
25 turned out 23 volunteers, from 

children to seniors, who pitched in 
to remove walls, blackboards and old 
vinyl flooring. Work will continue 
on floor sanding, walls and lighting. 
Council has been asked to approve the 
installation of railings on both sides 
of the access ramp. The committee is 
creating a list of quality equipment 
not to exceed $12,000. The volunteers 
asked for clarity on the heritage 
status of the building. Acting CAO 
Olsen pointed out that heritage status 
legislation was designed to protect 
buildings from being purchased by 
private interests and then demolished, 
and this does not apply to the Wellness 
Fitness Centre.

•Council received information 
from staff about the requirement 
under the Community Charter for 
municipalities to set a tax payment 
deadline of July 2 rather than the 
July 31 date now in place. A notice 
will be sent out with this year’s tax 
notices advising that the Village will 
be following the legislation beginning 
next year when the due date will 
become July 2.

•Council approved Tax Rate 
Bylaw 571 for 2008, setting the 
rate for general municipal taxes 
in dollars of tax per $1,000 of 
taxable value. The rates are $2.66 
for residential properties, $4.11 for 
businesses, $40 for utilities, $43.08 
for major industrial, and $8.14 for 
light industrial. 

Factoring in the levies for Central 
Kootenay Regional Hospital, West 
Kootenay Boundary Regional 
Hospital, RDCK, School Tax, Police 
Tax, the BC Assessment Authority 
and the Municipal Finance Authority, 
the rates become in total $7.17 for 

residential, $15.75 for businesses, 
$61.31 for utilities, $59.30 for major 
industrial, and $21.58 for light 
industrial. 

The tax rate report included 
assessed value comparisons for 2007 
and 2008. For Class I residential, total 
assessed value was $17,430,400 in 
2007 and $22,690,200 in 2008. For 
classes 2,4,5,6 business and utility 
assessments were $4,828,900 in 2007 
and $5,973,250 in 2008. The total 
value of assessed properties in Slocan 
rose from $22,259,300 in 2007 to 
$28,663,450 in 2008. 

A sampling of residential 
municipal taxes under the 2008 rates 
showed no dramatic changes, with 
some declines and some modest 
increases. A similar pattern was 
shown with modest increases for most 
businesses. 

•Council also adopted a new 
Building Bylaw 572 in conformance 
with the requirements of the 
Community Charter and with a 
permit fee schedule the same as the 
RDCK. In addition to adopting the 
new building bylaw, council gave 
two readings to the amended Land 
Use Bylaw and the amended Official 
Community Plan Bylaw. They set the 
date of July 9 at 6 pm and 6:30 pm for 
public hearings on these amendments, 
which will permit construction on lots 
that have a minimum of 18 metres (60 
feet) of frontage and a square footage 
of 550 square metres (5,920 square 
feet). The existing bylaw requires a 
building lot to be at least 900 square 
metres (9,688 square feet). If the 
bylaws are not amended, four 30-foot 
lots would be required for new house 
construction. 

Slocan council, June 11: Tax rates set, forest development plan received

submitted
The Valhalla Fine Arts 2008 Spring 

Concert Series’ final performance on 
Sunday, June 29, 7 pm, Silverton 
Gallery, will feature Angela Ruthven, 
a dynamic and gifted young violinist 
from the Okanagan Symphony. 

Angela, who began her music 
education at age four, has been 
concert mistress with the Okanagan 
Youth Symphony and has spent the 
past two summers touring with the 
National Youth Orchestra of Canada. 
She studies with Ken Stromberg, 
Valhalla Summer School of Music 
violin faculty member.

Angela will be accompanied 
by Arnold Draper, a distinguished 
pianist who performed for many 
years throughout Britain and for BBC 

Violin concert to close Valhalla Fine Arts Spring series
radio and television. In 2005, Draper 
received the Scorpion ‘Classical 
Artist of the Year’ award. Now 
residing and teaching in Kelowna, 
he will again join the VSSM piano 
faculty in August.

Ruthven’s varied program is 
certain to please the general public 
of all ages. She will play Sarasate’s 
Carmen Fantasy, a Bach fugue, 
Kreisler’s Tambourin Chinois, and 
selected movements from works by 
Beethoven and Vivaldi.

This concert will be followed by 
a special reception with wonderful 
German pastries. Please come and 
join us for our final concert in the 
2008 Sounds of Silverton Concert 
Series. All funds go directly to VFA 
programming.

The Valhalla Fine Arts 2008 Spring Concert Series’ final performance on 
Sunday, June 29, 7 pm, Silverton Gallery, will feature Angela Ruthven.
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PUBLIC NOTICE
VILLAGE OF 

NEW DENVER
2007 ANNUAL REPORT

Residents of the Village of New Denver are requested to take 
notice that pursuant to Sections 98 and 99 of the Community 
Charter, the Village of New Denver’s 2007 Annual Report will be 
available for public inspection as of June 20, 2008, at the Village 
of New Denver Municipal Office, 115 Slocan Avenue, New 
Denver, B.C. between the hours of 8:00 a.m. and 4:00 p.m.

Pursuant to Section 99 of the Community Charter, Council will 
consider the 2007 Annual Report at its Tuesday, June 24, 2008 
Regular Meeting, at 7:00 p.m., in the Village of New Denver 
Council Chambers, 115 Slocan Avenue, New Denver, B.C. 
Council will accept submissions and respond to questions from 
the public at this time.

Carol Gordon, CMC
Administrator

Homescape Innovations
by FRF Contracting

Doing the 
things that 
make a house 
a home

INTERIOR
• insulation / Vap.
• drywall
• windows and door 
     installation
• finish carpentry
• wood and tile floors

EXTERIOR
• siding, soffit and fascia
• roofing
• decks
• patios
• fences
• framing
• concrete forming and 
      placement

Fred @ 358-7794

SLOCAN VALLEY

by Leah Main
•With the civic election coming 

this fall, council has directed 
staff to prepare an amendment to 
the Village’s Election Bylaw to 
accommodate mail-in votes. This 
will enable people who expect to 
be absent from the Village on voting 
day to participate in the election.

•The Village had requested 
an assessment of the Carpenter 
Creek banks, through the provincial 
Ministry of Environment (Deputy 
Inspector of Dykes) regarding trees 
growing on the bar in the middle of 
the creek. Council was concerned 

New Denver council, June 10: Mail-in ballots to be allowed in elections
that these trees could create a jam 
in the flow of the creek, especially 
with the high water anticipated this 
spring. A letter was received from 
the ministry stating that there is no 
immediate danger, as the weather 
has moderated, and instructing 
council that any tree or brush 
removal from the dyke banks of 
Carpenter Creek must be approved 
by the (federal) Department of 
Fisheries and Oceans. Council will 
contact DFO on this matter, also 
asking permission to remove trees 
whose roots present a danger of 
destabilizing the dykes, and will 

keep all such correspondence on 
file to document the permissions 
process.

•The possibility of joining the 
RDCK regional emergency service 
was discussed, with particular 
attention paid to how well the 
existing group works together, and 
the co-ordination of services during 
last year’s fire evacuation scenario. 
Councillor Bunka, New Denver’s 
emergency co-ordinator, and Fire 
Chief Leonard Casley both perceived 
advantages to the regional one-
service model, depending on costs 
and further details on the overall 

plan. Casley noted that when there 
is an emergency situation in one 
area, there are often emergencies 
in other areas as well, particularly 
when power goes out and affects 
the whole region from Burton to 
Enterprise Creek. This affects water 
services because all the pumps 
rely on hydro, and affects hospital 
staffing because staff is drawn from 
throughout the area. Both Bunka and 
Casley feel that these regional issues 
will occur more often in the future, 
partly because of climate change, 
and stated that the best way to get 
New Denver’s particular concerns 
addressed is to join the process. CAO 

Carol Gordon will communicate 
Council’s concerns to RDCK, and 
discussions will continue.

•Councillor Greensword reported 
on sessions she had attended at 
the recent Federation of Canadian 
Municipalities Conference. She said 
this had been a wonderful opportunity 
to talk with representatives from 
communities across the country, 
and found that there is widespread 
concern over affordable housing.

•Permission was granted to 
Kerry Heichert and Lorin Oldham 
to use Centennial Park on August 
3 for the proposed Lucerne School 
Reunion.

by Jan McMurray
With the building boom in full 

swing, a welcome addition to the 
community is FRF Contracting, 
owned and operated by Fred 
Fontaine.

Based in New Denver, FRF 
Contracting offers both interior and 
exterior construction and renovation 
services.

“I’m not looking to come in 
and compete with established home 
builders in the area. I’m looking to 
fill voids, to take on part of their 
projects for them,” he said.

Fontaine has lots of experience 
in the trade. He started at the age 
of 15, working with his father, a 
journeyman carpenter. He comes to 
New Denver from Kimberley, where 

New building contractor in town
he supervised the completion of a 
large-scale condominium project, 
managed the construction of the city’s 
RV Park, and ran a basic carpentry 
training course at the College of the 
Rockies.

“Over the years, I felt it was 
important to buy tools and take on 
different challenges. I tried to learn 
as many different aspects of the trade 
as I could, and I think it will serve 
me well here,” he said.

Fontaine grew up in the Fruitvale 
area, and brought his wife, Monica, 
on many camping trips to New 
Denver while their three kids had 
a visit with their grandparents. The 
couple decided they would like to 
live here, so they jumped at the 
chance when Fred was offered a job 

as project manager for a $1 million 
renovation project at CMH Galena 
in Trout Lake.

Fontaine decided this spring not 
to go away for work anymore, and 
opened FRF Contracting in April.

submitted
The eleventh annual Slocan 

Valley Art and Garden Tour will be 
held Sunday, July 6 from 10 am - 4 
pm. Bring along family and friends 
for this unique tour of personal 
valley gardens. There are seven 
sites this year, featuring gorgeous 
ponds, unusual plantings of roses, 
lilies, and giant gunnera. Several 
sites host local artists and their 
work, including Passmore Lodge 
and Stillpoint Pottery. There will be 
guided meditation sessions at the 
Valhalla Gardens forest grove.

Tour brochures will be available 
at Slocan Valley businesses, as 
well as garden centres and libraries 
in Nelson and Castlegar.  Watch 
for roadside signs to assist with 
directions.

This annual garden tour is 

Annual Slocan Valley Art and Garden Tour offers unique views
sponsored by the Slocan Valley 
Arts Council. Free lemonade will 
be offered. Donations gratefully 

accepted on site.
For more information call 

226-7347.

Plan to take the Slocan Valley Gardening Tour on July 6. Brochures are 
available at businesses, garden centres and libraries.
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Century 21 Mountainview Realty 
in Castlegar welcomes Kamela 
Davies to their sales team!  
Kamela moved to the Slocan 
Valley from Vancouver island 
about 12 yrs ago. She moved 
here with her family and years 
later started her own family here 
in the Slocan valley. Five years 
ago Kamela married a local 
valley man and they now have 
a 3 year old son. She and her 
family love it in the Kootenays 

and wouldn’t call anywhere else home! Kamela loves the area 
for its residents, diversity and everything it has to offer.

“I have yrs of experience in sales and marketing and firmly 
believe that marketing a property to its fullest potential is one of 
the most important aspects of exposure in today’s competitive 
Real Estate environment. I strive to create that awareness that I 
know is crucial and necessary!  Let me be your personal guide 
to Slocan Valley real estate!”

Kamela Davies • Salesperson
Century 21 Mountainview Realty 
250-355-0008 Toll Free: 877-930-4600 
Email: kamela@century21castlegar.com

www.century21castlegar.com

Notice of Intention to Apply for a Disposition of Crown Land and Water License
FrontCounter BC Cranbrook has accepted an application made by Koch Creek Power Ltd. of 
Crescent Valley BC, on behalf of the Integrated Land Management Bureau (ILMB), Ministry of 
Agriculture and Lands, Cranbrook and Ministry of Environment, Water Stewardship Division 
(WSD), Kootenay region, for a License of Occupation and Water Rights for the purpose of 
waterpower project situated on Provincial Crown Land in the vicinity of Koch Creek.  The ILMB 
File Number that has been established for this application is 4404405 and the Water File Number 
is 4004245.

Written comments concerning this application should be directed to the Natural Resource 
Officer at FrontCounter BC, 1902 Theatre Road, Cranbrook B.C., V1C 7G1 or email to lwbc.
cranbrook@victoria1.gov.bc.ca.  Comments will be received by FrontCounter BC until July 18, 
2008.  FrontCounter BC may not be able to consider comments received after this date.  

Be advised that any response to this advertisement will be considered part of the public record.  
For Information, contact the Freedom of Information Advisor at Integrated Land Management 
Bureau, Ministry of Agriculture and Lands, Cranbrook.

THE VILLAGE 
OF SILVERTON 

- EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITY
The Village of Silverton is now accepting applications for a 
permanent part-time position of:

PUBLIC WORKS ASSISTANT
The successful candidate will assist the Public Works 
Foreman in performing a wide variety of general and specific 
duties related to the daily operations and maintenance of 
the Village of Silverton.  The ideal candidate will have strong 
communication and interpersonal skills with the ability to 
work independently but within a consultative, teamwork 
approach.

The ideal candidate will have experience and skills in:
• carpentry and the use of construction tools
• the operation of Village equipment
• the field of vehicle and equipment maintenance
• the ability to act professionally at all times

MINIMUM REQUIREMENTS:
• High School Graduation (or equivalent)
• Valid Class 5 B.C. Drivers License
• Knowledge of Worksafe B.C. safety regulations
• Ability to understand and carry out written and verbal 

instruction
• Perform manual tasks requiring physical strength and 

endurance

This permanent part-time position is 16 hours per week at 
a rate of $18.00 per hour.  The public works assistant will 
be expected to work extra hours to cover the Public Works 
Foreman’s vacation schedule.

Please submit a detailed resume complete with a cover letter 
and references to:

The Village of Silverton
421 Lake Avenue, Silverton BC V0G 2B0

Fax: 358-2321 or e-mail: cao@silverton.ca

The Village of Silverton thanks all applicants in advance for 
their interest and effort in applying for this position, however, 
only those candidates chosen to be interviewed will receive 
a response.

by Art Joyce
Mayor Everett reported that the 

Village audit was complete and the 
auditors will be making a presentation 

Silverton council receives update on latest draft of OCP
to council on June 24, after which it 
will be available to the public. Tom 
Lancaster of Smart Growth BC has 
forwarded the latest revision of the 

OCP to Cynthia Stolte-Capelle of 
the Citizens Advisory Committee, 
and has compiled surveys handed 
out by the Village at the last OCP 
open house. Lancaster said he would 
like to open up the OCP draft to the 
CAC for the following suggestions: 
photos, introductions, design ideas 
to make the OCP more reader 
friendly, objections, policies that 
seem unworkable and any policies 
they would like to see included. He is 
offering the CAC the chance to direct 
the next stages of public consultation 
through a series of ‘kitchen table’ 
meetings, tentatively scheduled for 
July 27-29.  

Councillor Bell reported on 
her attendance of the Federation of 
Canadian Municipalities conference 
in Quebec City, where she attended 
several seminars. Much discussion 
was held on the problem of developers 
changing the nature of communities, 
especially in rural areas. 

The Silverton Community Club 
appeared as a delegation, requesting 
space in the creekside campground 
for the July 1st celebrations, and 
asking that the campground be 
closed for the Monday and Tuesday 
of that weekend. Council approved 
their request. The Club also made a 
proposal to take on management of 
the Silverton Memorial Hall effective 
August 1. Council discussed whether 
the date was too soon due to the 
fact that the renovations are still in 
progress, although completion is 
expected by that date. Mayor Everett 
said a lease agreement needs to be in 
place, and renovations completed. 
Councillor Wiseman mentioned 
that the Hall has lost money every 
year and asked how the Club might 
turn that around. He suggested a 
possible trial period. The mayor 
moved that the item be tabled until 
the next meeting in order to gather 
more information and make a more 
informed decision. Council carried 

the motion. Ty Capelle on behalf of 
the Club made an offer to paint the 
Hall, starting with the south side, 
which needs the most remedial work. 
Capelle estimated it would take well 
into the summer just to complete 
the south side and front of the hall. 
Council approved the request. 

Councillor Laktin reported that 
the Friends of Memorial Hall have 
offered to maintain the garden on 
the south side of Memorial Hall. 
An offer has also been made to 
install a sprinkler system there, 
but the mayor pointed out that 
renovations are still going on that 
will involve plumbing. He instructed 
administration to provide a soaker 
hose for the garden so as not to 
interfere with the proposed painting 
by the Community Club. 

A letter was received from 
Ministry of Community Services 
announcing the Small Community 
Grants allocation to the Village of 
$252,188 for 2008.

A letter was received from 

Joanne Gustafson thanking the 
Village for waiving the Memorial 
Hall rental fees for the dance and 
benefit for Doug Sexton, which 
raised $6,775.

The nuisances and unsightly 
premises bylaw 450-2008 was 
brought forward for three readings, 
with Councillor Provan voting 
against. The mayor pointed out that 
the bylaw wasn’t so that the Village 
could “run around and play sheriff, 
but so that a mechanism is in place 
to remove abandoned cars and other 
unsightly materials.” He added that 
the Village will always try first to 
resolve issues with the property 
owner. 

Council approved a development 
permit for Silverton Resort, which is 
renovating the old schoolhouse. The 
resort had applied for the permit in 
order to restore the building to its 
original state. This was required to 
meet bylaws requiring buildings in 
the Village corridor to conform to 
heritage standards. 

submitted
Those driving by the Slocan 

Valley Threads Guild on Highway 
6 have probably noticed painters 
hard at work scraping and priming 
the old schoolhouse and painting 
it a pleasing green. It’s happening 
thanks to a partnership with Heritage 
BC Legacy Fund and the fundraising 

Heritage BC funding provides 
‘new’ look for the Threads Guild

efforts of the members of the Threads 
Guild.

Tickets for this year’s raffle quit 
Indigo Connections are available 
from Threads Guild members until 
June 25. The winning ticket will be 
drawn at the Threads Guild AGM, 
being held Wednesday, June 25 at 
7 pm.

Those driving by the Slocan Valley Threads Guild on Highway 6 have probably noticed painters 
hard at work scraping and priming the old schoolhouse and painting it a pleasing green.
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YRB (KOOTENAY) LTD.
WISHES TO ANNOUNCE OUR 2008

SCHOLARSHIP RECIPIENTS
Nickolai Zarchukoff Prince Charles Secondary
Odin Lewis  Mount Sentinel Secondary
Scott Bickerton  L. V. Rogers Secondary
Rumi Nakabayashi Lucerne Elementary/Secondary
Allison Hedderson (Coates) Nakusp Secondary

Best wishes in your future endeavours from the 
employee owners at YRB

YRB... Maintaining quality and helping to maintain our 
local communities

Congratulations to 
Mount Sentinel’s 

2008
Graduating Class

p&r archery
& Sport 

Congratulations 
to the Grads 

of 2008! 
From Ken & Diane 

at

5146 Pedro Ck. rd. Winlaw

Congratulations 
to Class of 2008

BEST 
WiSHeS!

eVerGreen 
nAturAL 
FooDS

Mt. Sentinel 
Graduates from

Congratulations 
Class of 2008 

on your 
success!

Congratulations 
to Class of 2008

Slocan Valley 
Co-op

Congratulations 
2008

Graduates!

Best wishes to the
2008 Graduating 

Class of Mt. Sentinel 
Secondary School!

Congratulations 
to the 2008 
Grads
from
Barry & 
Judy at

Congratulations to 
the mt. Sentinel 

graduating class of 
2008. may your 

future endeavours 
take you places!

Mountain Valley Station
355-2245

Congratulations 
to the 2008

Grads
from

Floyd & 
Natasha

Congratulations 
to the 

Class of 2007!

South Slocan

Good luck in your 
future endeavours!

Congratulations 
Grads of 2008

Wishing the 
graduates of Mt. 

Sentinel every 
possible success!

by Jan McMurray
Graduation ceremonies at Mt. 

Sentinel Secondary School were 
held June 13.

Vice-Principal Glen Campbell 
revealed in his opening remarks 
that the majority of this graduating 
class voted for ‘nothing’ as their 
grad theme. He said they did it 

thoughtfully, not wanting to 
waste resources, money or time. 
“‘Nothing’ never looked so good,” he 
commented, referring to the beautiful 
Japanese-style decorations.

Campbell praised the class as 
“one of the most if not the most 
talented group of athletes, actors, 
cooks, musicians, …” and the list 

went on and on. Principal Andy 
Leathwood expressed the same 
sentiment, saying they were “the 
most amazing group of young people 
I have come across in the 30 years I 
have been teaching.”

Leathwood said he pondered 
about what it was that made this 
special group, and concluded that it 
is “this place and this school…so this 
magical place called Mt. Sentinel is 
what brought them together.”

Trustee Penny Tees brought 
greetings on behalf of the board of 
education of Kootenay Lake School 
District No. 8.

Scholarships and bursaries were 
awarded, followed by a musical 
interlude by the stage band. Each of 
the grads in the band played a solo.

When Dave Olynyk came on 
stage for the grad address, the class 
gave him a standing ovation. ‘Oly’ 
was their math teacher for grades 
8-10. He reminisced about the 
“teachable moments” he had with the 
class on racism, homeland security, 
sexual orientation, bullying, self-
respect, rights and freedoms – “or 
maybe they just didn’t want to do 
math and were re-directing my focus,” 
he said. He also listed the ‘olyisms’ 
that he shared with the class on the 
subjects of writing tests, emotional 
issues, relationships, reality therapy, 

success, and nervousness (“I just 
hope I didn’t over-medicate”). As 
Olynyk said, “it’s hard to believe it 
was a math class!”

The more serious part of 
Olynyk’s address had to do with 
the responsibility the students carry 
because they are educated. He 
pointed out this group would be 
in a world with a population of 10 
billion and would likely be faced 
with some hard decisions. “Our hope 
for the future depends on making 
decisions that do no harm and 
improve people’s conditions.” He 
told the students that their priorities 
when making decisions should be 
first the environment, second the 
individual, third government and 
finally business. He also pointed 
out that most major decisions today 
are made with these priorities in 
reverse.

Next was a performance by 
the talented singers, graduates Evy 
Mason and Victoria Simmerling. 
They sang ‘I Can See Clearly Now’ 

and a song they sang together in 
grade 7 called, ‘Lonestar.’

The extremely entertaining and 
humourous Valedictorian’s speech 
was delivered by Carmen Petrick, 
Danny Schell and Brent Geisler. 
They told the story of their seven 
years in the magical forest of Mt. 
Sentinel, giving each of the 75 
grads a mention about the part they 
played.

The ceremony ended with the 
presentation of diplomas.

Mt. Sentinel’s Class of 2008 – a very special group

Joe Moreira presents his son, Bryce, with the Student Council and Nelson & 
District Teachers’ Association awards at the Mt. Sentinel graduation ceremony.

Valedictorians Danny Schell, Carmen Petrick and Brent Geisler told a highly 
entertaining story at Mt. Sentinel’s grad.
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Global Gift 
Discoveries 

Inspiring 
Arts 

318  Broadway  S t .   Nakusp ,  BC   265 -3288

Specializing in goods from Central and South 
America, plus quality local arts & crafts.

Scholarships and awards
Misha Amos: Mt. Sentinel Council 

Award
Rachelle Antoniuk: Kootenay 

Slocan Lions Award
Shafeeq Armstrong: Heritage 

Credit Union Award
Megan Braun: Aboriginal Art and 

Cultural Bursary, Mt. Sentinel PAC 
Award

Lorian Burrell: Columbia Power 
Corporation Bursary

Alyssa Christie: Nelson and District 
Teachers’ Association Scholarship, 
Slocan Valley Women’s Institute 
Bursary

Alicia Dodds: Mt. Sentinel 
Administrators’ Award, Selkirk College 
Board of Governors’ Award – Athletics

Alessa Duncan-Lilligren: Rotary 
Club of Nelson Scholarship

Brent Geisler: Dan Scanlan 
Memorial Bursary, Kootenay Savings 
Credit Union Bursary

Noah George: Dogwood District 
Authority Award, Fortis BC Scholarship, 
Rotary Club of Nelson Scholarship

Kristina Grant: Dogwood District 
Authority Award

Melissa Halliday: Masonic Lodge 
Bursary

Katelyn Jmaeff:  Canadian 
Millennium Excellence Award, TD 
Canada Trust Scholarship, United 
Steelworkers Local 1-405 Award, CUPE 
Local 748 Scholarship

Odin Lewis: Childcare Worldwide 
Humanitarian Scholarship, Columbia 
Basin Trust Youth Service Award, 
Rotary Club of Nelson Scholarship, 
Selkirk College Board of Governors 
Award – Technology, Yellowhead Road 
and Bridge Award

Molly Mackinnon: Dogwood 

District Authority Award, Georgia Ethel 
McKeown Award, Kootenay Columbia 
Teachers’ Union Scholarship, UBC 
Entrance Scholarship

Myia Malakoff: Dogwood District 
Authority Award, Nelson and District 
Credit Union Scholarship, Nelson 
and District Teachers’ Association 
Scholarship, Selkirk College Board of 
Governors Award – Arts/Science

Kristina Malekow: RHC Insurance 
Award, Selkirk College Board of 
Governors Award – Arts/Science

Evy Mason: Masonic Lodge 
Bursary

Mark MacGregor: Kootenay Lake 
Principals/VP Association Scholarship, 
Selkirk College Board of Governors 
Award – Athletics

Matt Mills: WE Graham PAC 
Award

Bryce Moreira: Mt. Sentinel Student 
Council Award, Nelson and District 
Teachers Association Scholarship, Ernie 
Gare Scholarship, Guelph University 
Entrance Scholarship

Rose Morris: Phil Malekow 
Peace Award, Selkirk College Board of 

Governors Award – Arts/Science
Wade Ouellet: Coca Cola Bottlers’ 

Award
Skye Perepolkin:  Nelson 

and District Teachers’ Association 
Scholarship

Carmen Petrick: Brian Lefly 
Memorial Award, Dogwood District 
Authority Award, Ernie Gare Scholarship, 
Georgia Ethel McKeown Award, Selkirk 
College Board of Governors Award – 
Athletics, Ted Hargreaves Award

Jason Popoff: Royal Canadian 
Legion Scholarship

Tyler Postnikoff: Crescent Valley 
Fire Dept. Bursary, Mt. Sentinel Student 
Council Award

Thegne Rathbone: Royal Military 
College of Canada Award

Brittany Shalagan: Dan Scanlan 
Memorial Bursary, Mt. Sentinel PAC 
Award

Alyssa Sherbinin: Ernie Gare 
Scholarship, Selkirk College Board of 
Governors Award – Athletics

Tony Shlakoff: Mt. Sentinel Student 
Council Award

Victoria Simmerling: Dogwood 
District Authority Award

Krista Soobotin: CUPE Local 748 
Scholarship, Dogwood District Authority 
Award, Phil Malekow Peace Award

Justine Thielker: BC School 
Sports Soccer Scholarship, Dogwood 
District Authority Award, Ernie Gare 
Scholarship, Ted Hargreaves Award

Kendra Wayling: Ernie Gare 
Scholarship, North Idaho Athletic 
Scholarship

Camelia Wong: Mt. Sentinel 
Student Council Award

Tory Zaytsoff: Selkirk College 
Athletic Scholarship

Graduating class of Mt. Sentinel: Boys: back to front, 3 rows, left to right. 1. Jason Popoff, Matthew Mills, Adrian Heink, Travis Cust, Brent Geisler, Sean White Desharnais, Cody Kosiancic, Dylan Tappin, Thegne Rathbone, 
Jordan Boisvert, Mark MacGregor, Tyler Christman, Odin Lewis 2. Tony Shlakoff, Danny Schell, Misha Amos, Jesse Hitzroth, Clayton Markin, Kyle Ellis, Robert Tupy, Shefeeq Armstrong, Griffin Beauregard, Elliot Gatenby, 
Wyatt Roussain, Chace Kabatoff, Steven Winje 3. Noah George, Wade Ouellet, Matt Ball, Luca Wengryniuk, Zac With, Kevin Welch, Tyler Hlookoff, Tyler Postnikoff, Bryce Moreira, Tory Zaystoff; Boys Missing: Dan Bjerg 

and Eli Dionne Girls: 1. Alessa Duncan, Rosalie Morris, Alyssa Christie, Myia Malakoff, Krista Soobotin, Molly Mackinnon, Alicia Dodds, Justine Thielker, Christina Grant, Kendra Wayling, Harmony Larstone, Rachelle 
Antoniuk, Carmen Petrick, Haley Hansen, Angela Shkuratoff, Skye Perepolkin, Victoria Simmerling, Andrea Traenenberg, Lyndall Nazaroff, Alyssa Sherbinin, Lorian Burrell, Evy Mason 2. Brittney Shalagan, Megan Braun, 

Katelyn Jmaeff, Brianna Bennett, Keena Morris, Brooke Perepolkin, Katrina Bertsch, Breanna Sanders, Danielle Kolesnikoff, Melissa Halliday, Camille Wong, Colby Venn, Kristina Malekow; Missing girls: Alex Lack
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Congratulations To all the 
2008 Graduates 
Best Wishes for 

a happy & 
successful future!

Selkirk 
Realty
Nakusp

Congratulations to 
the Graduating 
Class of 2008 

from

Shaggyz 
Hair Care

Tracy and staff  would 
like to congratulate 

the 2008 Graduates. 
Best Wishes!

92 Broadway     Nakusp

Best in the Future and 
Congratulations!

Broadway Street 
Nakusp

Congratulations
to all the Grads from          

Best Wishes to 
the 2008 Grads 

from

Front row: Desirae Sinclair, Brittany Richards, Olivia Mackie, Kaitlyn Reitmeier, Chelsie Cann, Meg Pearson, Sara Hogaboam, Allison Coates, Jenny Konkin, Crystal McKinnon, Rory Case. Second 
row: Melissa Koftinoff, Jolisa Godtmark, Alli Matchett, Lindsay Detta, Meagan Shaw, Ayaka Tamaki, Lindsay Schneider, Britney Currie, Stephanie Rupp, Nicholas Garmulewicz, Jenny Krbyla, Jesse 

Markholm, Cassidy Wethal, Karin Jorgenson, Ashlee Coates, Shayla Marshall, Simona Plackova. Third row: Logan Jordan, Allister Milne, Dakota Desjarlais, Havill Leitch, Owen Scott, Kalum Stevens, 
Sam Howell, Joel James, Kyle Volansky, Mark Tennant, Anthony Watson. Back row: Curtis Rogers, Tyson Klein, Brett Zeleznik, Finlay Charles-Lundaahl, Dane Olsen.

Melissa Koftinoff, Brett Zeleznik and Stephanie Rupp march in the Grand 
Promenade at Nakusp Secondary’s annual graduation ceremonies.
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NAKUSP
We wish the 

graduating class 
of 2008 all the best 

in their future 
endeavours.

Congrats to the
2008  Grads
consider a 
career in forestry

Congratulations 
from

Broadway St. Nakusp

1st Avenue
Nakusp, BC

Congratulations 
to the Class of 2008

Arrow Lakes Teachers’ 
Association

We are proud of the 
entire Graduating Class 

of 2008 from Nakusp 
Secondary School!

Good Job!

Broadway St
Nakusp

Congratulations to 
the 2008 Graduating 

Class from

BDO Dunwoody
nakusp

Congratulations to 
the Nakusp 

Secondary School 
graduating

Class of 2008 from

Best Wishes to the 
2008 Grads from 
Dr. DeSandoli and 
staff at 

84 Broadway    Nakusp

SADDLE 
MOUNTAIN 
DENTAL CLINIC

 Congratulations 
to the 2008 Nakusp 
Secondary School 

Graduates 
from 

Valley Foods & 
Carson’s corner

NAKUSP

Broadway Deli 
Bistro

408 Broadway, Nakusp

Best of luck in your 
Future Endeavours!

NAKUSP

AUTO PARTS

Congratulations 
graduates of 2008! 

Best Wishes from 
Warren, Deb and the 

staff at

“you’re a cut 
above all the rest”

212 
Broadway
NAKUSP

Cut Rite 
Meats

LOMA 
IGLOO

88 - 3rd Ave NW
NAKUSP

Congratulations 
to the 

Class of 2008

6th Ave. NW Nakusp

“You’ll like us for more 
than our tires”

Congratulations to 
the Class of 2008

Good Luck to all the 
grads of 2008!

 Best wishes from Dr. Norm Lea, 
Dr. Diana Kelland  & Staff at

Saddle Mountain 
Medical Clinic 

Nakusp

2008

WOULD LIKE TO 
CONGRATULATE 

THE 
GRADUATING 

CLASS OF 2008!

IN NAKUSP

Congratulations 
to all the 

2008 Graduates!

93-5th Ave.       Nakusp

laceN ick’s

P

Good afternoon, ladies and 
gentlemen, people of all ages. My name 
is Desirae Sinclair. And I’m Rory Case, 
and we are the 2008 Valedictorians.

If we could sum up our class in one 
word, it would be diverse. The spectrum 
of talents and accomplishments our class 
has is very broad. The Grads of 2008 
have achieved excellence in areas such 
as singing, snowboarding, community 
involvement, academics, hockey, cross-
country skiing, and quantum physics.

Most of the members of our class 
have been together since the days of 
mushroom cuts and mullets. We were 
all privileged enough to grow up in 
such a small area, and experience small 
town life. This allowed us to foresee 

Nakusp Valedictory Address
the righteousness the ‘down-the-lakers’ 
had to offer long before they officially 
joined us in Grade 8. We soon found 
that they, too, had mushroom cuts and 
mullets in elementary school, and so our 
bonds quickly blossomed into lasting 
relationships.

Throughout high school our class 
became close, and groups began to form. 
Some of us participated in school sports, 
such as golf, soccer, volleyball, and 
basketball. Some of us joined organized 
school groups such as student council, 
wildebeests/flamingos, and Rotary 
Interact. These groups were just some of 
the many that make up our class. But, as 
a unified group, we are the Cougars!

As we sit here today we know that 

our school spirit for NSS is stronger 
than ever. Our futures may be different. 
Some of us will become environmental 
engineers, cleaning up our planet. Others 
will become sanitary engineers, cleaning 
up our local streets. Either way, the roads 
we are cleaning will lead us back to each 
other one day.

Oh, parents! How we are so 
appreciative of your wisdom, knowledge, 
and money. Thank you for letting us 
‘borrow’ all that cash for school fees, 
food, sports trips, and any other excuses 
we may have used. If it weren’t for you 
and all your support, we wouldn’t be 
asking you for more money for post-
secondary education. You have instilled 
in us all the tools we need to succeed. 
Please know that we will one day return 
the favour by continuing to love you 
unconditionally even after you have 
become old and grey. 

For all the things our parents 
couldn’t show us, the teachers did. 
For every time we were ready to drop 
a class, you were there to guide us. 
One day in the distant future, we will 
thank you for pushing us to our limits, 
bestowing us with pop-quizzes, and 
making us do posters for every single 
project. But, most of all, thank you for 
showing confidence in our abilities and 
encouraging us when needed. We will 
make you proud.

To our fellow grads: high school is 

like sticking your finger into a power-
outlet…its quick and it’s shocking. 
If you’re not fully grounded you’ll 
get burned…and, if you’re not as 
intellectually inclined as others, you’re 
going to do it again, or maybe even 
twice or three times before you learn 
your lesson. But, in our case, we have 
all earned our spot on this stage.

I’ve had the time of my life
And I’ve never felt like this before 
Yes I swear, it’s the truth
And I owe it all to you!

Rory Case and Desirae Sinclair were the 2008 NSS Valedictorians.
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Next Valley 
Voice Deadline 
June 27, 2008

Wanted to Rent ~ Nakusp Music Fest
Looking for a bedroom or suite. Preferably in downtown 

Nakusp; preferably with private bathroom, but will 
consider any. Dates required July 18, 19, and/or July 20. 

Please phone Colleen or Susan: 265-2141 or 
email colleen@nakuspmusicfest.ca

by Jan McMurray
Nakusp Secondary School 

graduation ceremonies took 
place June 7, with Vice-Principal 
Susan Paterson as Master of 
Ceremonies.

Paterson said a little something 
about each graduate as they put 
their twonies in the piggy bank 
for next year’s class and took their 
seats on the stage.

In his message to the grads, 
Principal Kees van der Pol said 
that a small town nourishes people 
in a special way. He gave them the 
following advice, quoted from the 
Kent Family Chronicles: “Take a 
stand and make a mark. You are 
who you are. Make your dreams 
happen.”

Pattie Adam, chair of School 
District 10 board of education, and 
Walter Posnikoff, Superintendent, 
both brought greetings and words 
of wisdom and encouragement to 
the grads. Nakusp Mayor Karen 
Hamling brought greetings from 
the Village and told the grads to 
always be proud of where they 
come from. She told them to 
remember that people who take 
risks make two major mistakes a 
day, and people who don’t take 
risks also make two major mistakes 
a day, “so take on life and the 
world and come back to Nakusp 
and teach us.”

The students chose their 
math teacher, Dominic Raso, to 
introduce them as they received 
their diplomas. Some of the 
messages from students to their 
fellow grads were: “If life throws 
you a lemon, squeeze it;” “Go out, 
try your hardest, and if that doesn’t 
succeed, marry rich;” “Don’t tell 
others how to live – live and let 
them watch.”

Judy Eichorst made the major 
awards presentations and Ernie 
Knecht oversaw the scholarship 
presentations. The valedictorians 
were the “inseparable” Rory 
Case and Desirae Sinclair. The 
ceremonies ended with the 
recessional and the tossing of the 
caps.
Major awards (trophies)

Science Council  of  BC 
Achievement Award: Nicholas 
Garmulewicz ;  Princ ipal ’s 
Award: Stephanie Rupp, Nick 
Garmulewicz, Desirae Sinclair, 
Britney Currie, Kyle Volansky; 
Student of the Year: Stephanie 

Nakusp Secondary School sees 45 graduates
Rupp; Industrial Education 
Award: Curtis Rogers; “Above 
and Beyond” Award (most 
credits): Isaac Havard; Special 
Achievement Award: Karin 
Jorgenson; Glen Joseph Farrer 
Award: Sam Howell & Britney 
Currie; Senior Citizen of the 
Year: Melissa Koftinoff; Free 
Spirit Award: Rory Case; Allan 
Taylor Award: Brett Zeleznik; 
Top Male Athlete: Kyle Volansky, 
Havill Leitch, Mark Tennant; Top 
Female Athlete: Britney Currie; 
MVP Girls Basketball (Pauline 
Gensick Trophy): Britney Currie; 
MVP Boys Basketball: Mark 
Tennant; MVP Girls Volleyball: 
Crystal McKinnon; MVP Golf 
Team: Havill Leitch; MVP Boys 
Soccer (Jim White Trophy): Kyle 
Volansky; MVP Girls Soccer 
(Teanne Jones Trophy): Crystal 
McKinnon, Britney Currie. 
Scholarships and 
bursaries

Arrow Lakes Arts Council: 
Rory Case; Kootenay Savings 
Credit Union: Crystal McKinnon; 
Royal Canadian Legion Branch 
No. 2:  Dane Olsen, Shayla 
Marshall ,  Desirae Sinclair, 
Owen Scott, Alison Hedderson; 
Legion Ladies  Auxi l iary: 
Desirae Sinclair; Arrow Lakes 
Hospital Foundation: Nicholas 
Garmulewicz; Desirae Sinclair; 
Hospital Employees Union: 
Owen Scott; Hospital Auxiliary 
Bursary (Bessie White): Desirae 
Sinclair, Lindsay Detta; School 
District No. 10: Rory Case, Havill 
Leitch; Selkirk College Board of 
Governors: Melissa Koftinoff; Joe 
Lee Bursary (CUPE Local 2450): 
Meg Pearson; Kootenay District 
Council CUPE: Meg Pearson; 
Canadian Mountain Holidays: 
Kyle Volansky; Graduation Essay 
Award: Owen Scott; Columbia 
Basin Trust: Melissa Koftinoff; 
Arrow Lakes Tugboat Society: Ali 
Matchett, Cassidy Wethal; Arrow 
Lakes Teachers’ Association: 
Desirae Sinclair, Stephanie Rupp; 
Columbia Power Scholarship: 
Lindsay Schneider; Rotary Club of 
Nakusp: Melissa Koftinoff; Music 
Festival Award: Finlay Charles-
Lundaahl, Olivia Mackie; Pastor’s 
Award: Melissa Koftinoff; Robyn 
Pazurik Memorial: Meg Pearson; 
Overwaitea: Jolisa Godtmark; 
Renewable Resources Award: 
Owen Scott; Yellowhead Road 

and Bridge: Alison Hedderson; 
Ron Aldridge Citizenship: 
Melissa Koftinoff; Reunion 
’80: Desirae Sinclair; Class of 
’94: Lindsay Detta; Class of 
’97: Desirae Sinclair; Class of 
’95: Kyle Volansky; Class of 
2000: Kaitlyn Reitmeier; Class 
of 2001: Britney Currie; Class of 
2003: Stephanie Rupp; Class of 
2006: Lindsay Detta; Skills and 
Trades Bursary: Dane Olsen, 
Curtis Rogers, Alistair Milne; 
Jason Ambrock Memorial: Brett 
Zelznik; Joan Fowler Memorial: 
Kyle Volansky; Sarah Jackins 
Memorial: Britney Currie; Sarah 
Stykel Memorial: Desirae Sinclair; 
Trinity McQuair Memorial: Rory 
Case; Erling Johnson Memorial: 
Melissa Koftinoff; Vera Johnson 
Memorial: Stephanie Rupp; 
Arrow Lakes Historical Society 

(Harry Murphy Memorial): 
Brett Zeleznik; Debbie Samuelson 
Memorial: Lindsay Schneider; 
Janice Buerge Memorial: Meg 
Pearson; Donna Wong Memorial: 
Crystal McKinnon; Garth Haggart 
Memorial:  Britney Currie; 

Clark Kessler Memorial: Curtis 
Rogers; Needles Reunion: Britney 
Currie; Logging Bursary: Kaitlyn 
Reitmeier; Nakusp Scholarship 
Society: Chelsie Cann, Lindsay 
Schneider, Nick Garmulewicz, 
Havill Leitch, Stephanie Rupp.
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Honey Bear 
Bakery

Summer Hours 
Tues-Sat 9:00-4:00 
Closed Sun & Mon 

311 7th Ave NW • Nakusp • 265-4633
Rear Alley Entrance

Read the Valley 
Voice online!

www.valleyvoice.ca

by Jan McMurray
Rosemarie Johnson, former 

Nakusp mayor, will be given the 
honour of Freedom of the City at this 
year’s July 1st celebrations. Council 
made this decision at its June 10 in 
camera meeting and made it public 
the same evening.

Rosemarie Johnson to receive high honour at Nakusp July 1st celebrations
Freedom of the City is an 

honour that a town council, by 
unanimous vote, may bestow upon a 
distinguished person or distinguished 
unit of the armed forces. The honour 
gives recipients the right to vote in 
the municipality’s elections and to 
hold office on the council.

As mayor for 12 years from 
1987 to 1999, Rosemarie Johnson 
is Nakusp’s longest serving mayor 
to date. She was also Nakusp’s 
first female mayor. She represented 
Nakusp on the RDCK board for the 
12 years that she was mayor, and was 
the first person chosen by the RDCK 
to represent the Central Kootenays 
on the Columbia Basin Trust board 
of directors. She was Alderman from 
1985 to 1987.

Mayor Hamling was able to 
contact Rosemarie to tell her the 
news on June 6. We spoke to her 
on June 8. 

“I am totally stunned, I must say. 

It’s not anything that I would have 
thought or dreamt of – I am just 
amazed,” she said.

Rosemarie lived in Nakusp most 
of her life, and moved to Kelowna in 
2003 to be close to family.

“I’ll always miss Nakusp, and 
the people for sure,” she said. “We 
worked hard to make a community, 
and everybody working hard together 
can accomplish a lot.”

And accomplish a lot they 
certainly did. In the 12 years that 
Rosemarie was mayor, roads and 
lanes were paved, curbing and 
sidewalks were put in, and the 
Village took over the water system 
from the RDCK. Boundaries were 
expanded to include Glenbank, 
and two Official Community Plans 
were completed. A park plan was 
developed in early 1988, resulting in 
improvements to the waterfront and 
park – the waterfront walk, Japanese 
gardens, gazebo, concession, grassed 
area surrounding the gazebo and 
concession, log fencing around 
the park, and the paving of the 
arena parking lot. “And all for 
50-cent dollars, as council convinced 
the Province to pay for half of 
the project,” commented Mayor 
Hamling. “It was a $300,000 project 
that cost the taxpayers $150,000.”

Indeed, the waterfront project 
is the one Rosemarie remembers as 
perhaps the greatest accomplishment 

under her leadership – or, she 
pondered, was it maybe just the 
beautifying of the town in general?

“My goal was always that we 
have a beautiful community, for 
ourselves first, and then for others 
to come and visit and want to 
return.” She remembered that she 
was criticized at one point for “just 
making everything pretty.”

She said there was a lot of focus 
on the hot springs when she was 
first on council, but she saw that the 
town had a lot to offer, as well. So, 
with 50% Expo funding from the 
government, “we did the waterfront 
project over three years.”

She remembers when they 
decided to put flowers out on the main 
street, and it was council members 
who went out and planted them. 
She also reminisced about Pride 
Week, started during Rosemarie’s 
tenure, and the tremendous number 
of people who would turn out with 
rakes and hoes.

Nakusp council has given 
Freedom of the City once before, 
to 408 Helicopter Squadron, in the 
very early 1990s. The squadron 
used to train in Nakusp every year. 
Now, they come to Nakusp every 
Remembrance Day to take part in the 
parade and to play hockey.

by Jan McMurray
The official grand opening of 

the StrongStart Centre at Nakusp 
Elementary was held June 10.

The centre has been open since 
the end of September, and has seen 
more than 40 children come through 
its doors. It is open for three hours a 
day five days a week, and is staffed 
by Rhonda Palmer, a qualified Early 
Childhood Educator. 

StrongStart centres are quite a 
new initiative of the BC Ministry of 
Education. The centres are located 
in schools, and they provide a free, 
drop-in early learning program for 
preschool children accompanied 
by their parents or caregivers. 
The ministry provides most of the 
funding, with the school district 
covering custodial, heating and 

Nakusp’s StrongStart centre going strong 
lighting costs.

The Arrow Lakes school district 
has received $50,000 from the 
ministry for the Nakusp StrongStart 
centre, including $20,000 to set 
it up and $30,000 for this year’s 
operating costs (staff, supplies, 
healthy snacks).

A portable from Glenbank was 
added on to Nakusp Elementary to 
create the space for the centre. The 
outside of the building was just 
finished on the spring break, hence 
the tardy grand opening.

Superintendent Walter Posnikoff 
spoke at the opening, and said 
the school district applied for a 
centre in Nakusp, New Denver 
and Edgewood in February 2007, 
and were notified in May that 
the application for Nakusp was 

successful. The district decided to 
partner with the Columbia Basin 
Alliance for Literacy (CBAL) to 
get the centre up and running. He 
recognized Jennifer Cliff-Marks 
and Rhonda Palmer from CBAL 
for their hard work in the first year 
of the centre. Next year, the school 
district will be solely responsible for 
the centre. He added that the district 
has again applied for centres for 
Edgewood and New Denver.

The Province has committed $38 
million to expand the StrongStart 
BC program to 400 centres by 2010. 
StrongStart centres also help fulfill 
government’s election platform and 
throne speech commitments to use 
underutilized school district space 
as centres to deliver early-learning 
services.

Former Nakusp Mayor Rosmarie Johnson will be honoured with the Freedom of the City.

The official ribbon cutting at the StrongStart Centre in Nakusp was done by Tegan Abbott, with the help of Rhonda 
Palmer (left), Pattie Adam (right) and Sally McLean (far right).
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2009 PERMISSIVE 
TAX EXEMPTION 

APPLICATIONS

The Community Charter allows Village Council to exempt 
certain properties from property taxation.  In December 2007 
Council adopted Policy No. F9 which requires an annual 
application  from any organization seeking an exemption 
from property taxes, starting for the 2009 Taxation year.  The 
deadline for receiving applications is June 30, 2008.

For more information and Application Forms please contact 
Richard Mahoney at the Village Office,  91 1st Street NW,  
265-3689, or rmahoney@nakusp.com

Richard Mahoney
Treasurer

by Jan McMurray
•Council voted to write to 

the auditor general, asking for an 
investigation into the security deposits 
owed to local logging contractors by 
Pope & Talbot. Mayor Hamling said 
she was shocked to find out at the 
public meeting that the local loggers’ 
security deposits were supposed to 
be put into a trust account, but were 
not returned.

Mayor Hamling attended the 
Forestry Roundtable in Castlegar 
June 6. She spoke about Nakusp’s 
experience with the forestry shutdown 
and expressed worry about the 
impact of the upcoming mountain 
caribou recovery plan. She also said 
that retraining for forestry workers 
should be done in a way that takes 
into account the needs of the workers’ 
families – for example, being able 
to retrain in their own communities. 
Hamling also brought up an issue 
that has been on the table since the 
1990s – to encourage secondary 
manufacturing by allowing access 
to the extra wood from logging 
operations that is typically burned.

•Sharon Montgomery from the 

Nakusp and District Museum Society 
attended as a delegation to present 
the society’s proposal for a native 
interpretive centre, and to ask that 
the centre be part of the upcoming 
Village park plan. The centre would 
be located in the campground, 
facing 8th Avenue. Montgomery 
went through the society’s detailed 
document on the project, outlining 
the project’s three phases and funding 
sources. Mayor Hamling said that 
there would be a public meeting 
about the park plan, indicating that 
the interpretive centre would be 
discussed at that time.

•Council gave third reading to 
Bylaw 606, 2007, a bylaw to impose 
Development Cost Charges (DCCs). 
The bylaw will now go to the ministry 
for approval before council gives it 
final adoption.

DCCs help local governments 
cover the capital costs of infrastructure 
to service new development. They are 
charged to developers upon approval 
of a subdivision or the issuing of a 
building permit.

Schedule A of Nakusp’s bylaw 
outlines the DCCs the Village 

proposes to charge for water, sewer, 
roads, parks and drainage for each 
type of development that the bylaw 
applies to. In each case, the DCC for 
parks (so that the Village may provide 
improvements to existing parks or 
create new ones) is 5% of the fair 
market value of the raw land.

Schedule A proposes the 
following DCCs: $11,315.88 per 
lot, plus the 5% for parks, when 
subdividing in a residential zone; 
$9,052.70 per unit, plus parks, when 
building townhouses or duplexes 
(medium density multiple family 
residential); $6,789.53 per unit plus 
parks when building apartment 
buildings (high density multiple 
family residential). There are 
also DCCs when constructing or 
renovating a commercial building, an 
industrial building or an institutional 
building, and when constructing 
or extending a campground or RV 
park.

The bylaw allows for the Village 
to decrease the DCCs as the market 
demands, through the ‘municipal 
assist factor,’ which can be anywhere 
from 1% to 99%.

Trevor Shephard of Delterra 
Engineering, whom council hired 
to do the research for the bylaw, 
attended the council meeting as a 
delegation. He said that the amounts 
of the DCCs were “right in line” with 
other municipalities around BC. He 
admitted they might be a little high, 
“but there is a lot of water and sewer 
development to be done.”

Most of the interest in development 
is north of the Kuskanax, where there 
is about $4.5 million of water and 
sewer infrastructure to be built. As 
an alternative to the DCC bylaw, 
Shephard looked at creating a ‘local 
specified area’ (LSA) for that part of 
the Village, and having parcel owners 
in the LSA pay for 100% of the 
improvements. In this scenario, the 
Village would borrow the money for 

the improvements and landowners 
in the LSA would pay it back over 
time. He found that because the cost 
of the infrastructure is high and the 
number of landowners is fairly low 
in that area right now, the cost to the 
landowners would be higher than the 
DCCs. This option would also reduce 
the borrowing power of the Village 
and would not allow the Village to 
create reserves.

With the DCC program, council 
is hoping that development will 
first proceed on land closest to the 
Kuskanax bridge, so the Village can 
collect DCCs and only make a small 
investment in water mains crossing 
the bridge. If improvements are 
phased in as needed, the Village may 
be able to accumulate DCCs, and 
avoid borrowing. Also, developers 
can be required to finance most of each 
phase, with some Village assistance, 
and receive DCC credits.

•The zoning bylaw was adopted. 
Because it was adopted before the 
DCC bylaw, council anticipates 
bringing in a temporary bylaw to set 
fees for development in the interim. 
The DCC bylaw has been sent to the 
ministry, and is expected to come 
back and be adopted within two to 
three months.

•Beth McLeod from the Chamber 
of Commerce attended as a delegation 
to request an increase in the fee 
for service the Chamber receives 
from the Village from $6,000 to 
$15,000. The Chamber has received 
an annual payment of $6,000 from 
the Village for many years, and 
costs have significantly increased 
for the Chamber over those years. 
The $6,000 represented 19% of the 
Chamber’s budget in 2002, but only 
9% in 2008.

With the loss of the campground 
contract and the unsuccessful grant 
application for summer students 
this year, the Chamber is predicting 
a deficit of $14,000, and hopes to 
reduce this through the increased fee 
for service.

Amounts of fees for service in 
other communities were provided, 
ranging from $17,000 to $42,000.

During discussion, it was noted 
that the $6,000 figure was likely 
determined based on the amount the 
Village collected in business licence 
fees at the time. Treasurer Richard 
Mahoney said that the Village now 

collects in the neighbourhood of 
$17,000 or $18,000 for business 
licences.

Mayor Hamling said, “It’s a very 
valuable service and we appreciate 
what you do.” She said council 
would have staff bring a report and 
recommendation on the issue to 
the next meeting “so we can move 
forward with it.”

•The Village will write to the 
Provincial Emergency Program 
to endorse the new road rescue 
agreement. The Nakusp Volunteer 
Fire Brigade is taking over road 
rescue duties from Arrow Lakes 
Search and Rescue, and will continue 
to provide the service for the area 
from Deep Creek in the Monashee 
to Summit Lake to Galena Bay to 
Gerrard as ‘Nakusp Road Rescue.’ 
The brigade received grants from 
BC Gaming and the Columbia Basin 
Trust to purchase a new road rescue 
truck. The truck has arrived and is 
ready to go into service.

•Council received a memo 
from CAO Lafleur, providing a 
summary of a May 15 meeting with 
Bruce Lintott from the Ministry 
of Transportation. At the meeting, 
Lintott advised that there are about 
140 chip trucks travelling through 
Nakusp daily and that Highway 6 is 
suffering from the heavy traffic. He 
also said that it would take three to 
four years to put a larger ferry in at 
Galena/Shelter.

• T h e  N a k u s p  a n d  A r e a 
Development Board has approved the 
Brand Style Guide for the new logo. 
Council directed staff to work on 
securing photographs and developing 
a user policy.

•Council adopted the annual 
spring yard cleanup policy after 
receiving a memo from acting public 
works manager Mike Pedersen. 
Pedersen says he believes the policy 
is fair, and that the Village will 
drastically reduce tipping fees with 
the introduction of a burn pile location 
next year. The policy allows public 
works to collect the equivalent of one 
pickup truck load of yard waste per 
residence without charge.

•Council granted permission to 
the Soapbox Racing Association 
to hold the second annual Soapbox 
Derby in Nakusp.

•Accounts payable of $161,597.99 
were approved.

Nakusp council, June 10: Council requests investigation into loggers’ security deposits

Ava Harrison is one of Nakusp’s ‘strong starters.’ She attended the grand 
opening of the StrongStart centre on June 10.
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Get outta town
with 

Peter 
roulston

mAKinG tHe SmArt CHoiCe...
Every time you use your bicycle, you’ll save another pile 

of gas money which you can then spend on...
A) More junk food and beer
B) Trips to the casino
C) Exotic new pet food
D) Stuff from the BICYCLE HOSPITAL

If you chose “D,” then come by for your special reward.

Kootenay Lake 
High Wire Act

Every time I drive to Nelson I tend 
to drive the ‘Silver Loop’ via Kaslo and 
Balfour and back home up the Slocan 
Valley. It gives me time to have a great 
breakfast in Kaslo, see the fine views of 
Kootenay Lake in the morning light, and 

after the business in Nelson I have the 
pleasant evening cruise back up the Slocan 
Valley. Along this loop drive, I’m always 
impressed by the power transmission lines 
crossing Kootenay Lake.

As you travel south from Ainsworth 
towards Coffee Creek you can see far out 
on Kootenay Lake a series of coloured 
cones that seem to hover in places, like 
small cone-shaped UFOs. Looking harder 
as you get closer it becomes clear that these 
marker cones are suspended from the huge 
arch of powerlines that span the water here 
and cone the local Fortis hydro service 
over the Purcell Ranges to Kimberley and 
the Columbia Valley. This is all part of the 

Cominco empire of smelting and power 
generation over a century old.

I’m really not sure why these three 
cables have to be suspended in the air rather 
than just doing an underwater cable, but 
then I’m no engineer, either…For these 
3 km long cables to clear the water at the 
mid point of the lake seems to have been 
the reason why the supporting terminal 
towers are so amazingly high up the slope 
above the highway. If you think of how a 
clothesline sags on laundry day, then you 
get an idea of the physics.

So I planned this all out with my usual 
military precision. Parking the truck at the 
pullout opposite the substation right before 

the highway swoops down into Coffee 
Creek, I optimistically unloaded my bicycle 
for the ride up the steep private access road 
that goes under the transmission lines. Yes, 
there is a gate and a sign, but I decided to 
go up anyhow since I’m just one guy on a 
bicycle and what the heck, eh? The day was 
dull overcast but dry and I planned to go to 
the towers up top then carry on through the 
road shown on my map that would take me 
back down to the highway at Ainsworth.

Wow, what an insanely steep road. 
After one grueling switchback I figured 
screw it, I’ll walk the bike up this one 
since no one was watching me anyhow. 
The road is very steep and a direct route for 
maintenance to the three terminal towers 
up on the bluff. Good road though, well 
crowned and ditched with no washouts or 
erosion at all. As you gain elevation the 
scene down Kootenay Lake past Pilot Point 
and far beyond is truly beautiful and the east 
shore and Purcell Mountains complete the 
rest of the panorama.

At the top of the climb the road levels 
out sorta, so I got in some pedalling after all. 
Serious chain link fences and signage warn 
people like me to stay out of the enclosed 
area that has the towers and related hydro 
mechanisms. You can walk easily to a 
couple of ledges where you see the heavy 
hydro lines angle down steeply from the 
anchor structures and hang out over the 
lake to the east shore terminal on the road 

to Riondel. The span of cable is so long 
that the cables simply vanish into clear air 
somewhere out there and even the marker 
cones become too tiny in the distance to 
perceive.

Riding further north from here reveals 
another gate for anyone coming in from 
Ainsworth and then you come to the shores 
of Loon Lake, which is a small but attractive 
feature with several camp spots and paths to 
the water. The road braids along the lake and 
then begins the long but not steep descent 
to the highway and upper Ainsworth. At 
one point I was going kinda fast and after 
passing some old concrete foundations came 
to a section where a cliff simply drops away 
from the road’s edge. There are a few trees, 
but the cliff drops way, way down with only 
treetops to skewer you if you fly off here.

This is a rough surfaced road and I 
wouldn’t want to ride or drive up it too often 
and it’s not readily apparent from Ainsworth 
which is likely how the folks there like it. 
After coasting down a few kms from Loon 
Lake I began passing houses and driveways 
and soon was pedaling south along the 
highway, along the rock cuts and gazing 
far up above me to those same powerlines, 
and back at the truck I was surprised that 
the whole ride and experience had taken 
just two hours.

Peter Roulston owns the BICYCLE 
HOSPITAL in New Denver and doesn’t 
mind overhead wires. 358-2133

Seniors Issues – 
Tax Implications 
of your RRIF

January and February are typically the 
traditional RRSP season in our financial 
world. There seem to be a proliferation of 
ads on the radio and in the newspapers. 
Financial advisors come out with ‘guns a 
blazing’ trying to vie for the opportunity 
to be of service to you.

Most seniors ignore all of the media 
hype as their RRSP contributing days are 
now over. They are too busy spending and 
enjoying that hard earned income – reaping 
the rewards for all of the sacrifices made 
in the early years.

For most people, the benefit of saving 
for retirement by utilizing RRSPs is a no-
brainer. There are the huge tax deductions, 
the ability to have your investments 
compound and grow all within a tax-
sheltered environment.

Ask any senior about how they feel 
when they ultimately have to take money 
out of their RRIF and then pay that 
ghastly tax – well, I’m sure you’d get an 
earful of complaints. Yes, unfortunately 
those years of tax-sheltering come to an 
end every time you pull money out. The 
benefits still outweigh the negatives in 
most cases however, so this shouldn’t deter 

the working folk from contributing to their 
RRSPs as often as they can.

So let’s talk about those RRIF 
accounts…

Most married couples will name their 
spouse as beneficiaries of their RRSP-
RRIF accounts. In the event that the 
account holder passes away, the spouse 
would be able to arrange for a ‘tax-free 
rollover’ of that account into their own 
name. The government tax regime is very 
kind in this regard. They continue to allow 
the surviving spouse the ability to keep the 
RRIF account tax sheltered with only the 
income portion being taxed each year.

What most surviving spouses do 
not realize is the huge tax ramifications 
that follow when they pass away. This is 
when the tax man is banging down the 
door trying to get his hands on everything 
he can! 

Let me explain… 
Let’s use an example of someone who 

was widowed with around $500,000 left 
in their RRIF account. If that widow was 
to pass away, then the entire $500,000 is 
added as income on their final tax return. 
If we just focus on the RRIF account for 
this example, the $500,000 would put the 
widow in the highest tax bracket possible 
– in this case 43.7% in BC. The result: a 
whopping $218,500 would be owed in 
tax! Ouch!

We haven’t even talked about the 
other things like tax on your vacation or 
rental properties, tax on your savings and 
investments etc. etc. We’re just talking 
about your RRIF accounts!

So, the question is:  do you want the 
government to take close to half of your 

RRIF account away or would you rather 
have that money go to your kids, grandkids 
or favourite charities? I think I know the 
answer that many of you would give.

So if you’d like to keep the tax man 
happy then do nothing…let the chips fall 
where they may and let your beneficiaries 
get what little remains. If you seriously 
want to take control and direct your 
assets accordingly, then you must seek 
professional financial advice to obtain the 
most beneficial tax minimization strategies 
for your particular situation.

This is really what us financial planners 
love to do. We like to find these estate 
planning pitfalls (or nightmares) and work 
our magic! Every situation is unique and 
different strategies need to be explored. 

Do you know what your potential tax 
liabilities might be? Accumulating wealth 
is great but we all know that you can’t take 
it with you. If you could get an estimation 
of what your tax liabilities might be at life 
expectancy – and you could do something 
about that now – would you jump at the 
chance?

This is a different phase in your life.  
Financial and estate planning is critical – 
the choice is yours whether you put your 
head in the sand and ignore it – or, whether 
you get your ducks in a row and deal with 
it.  I encourage you to lay your cards on the 
table and look at your “big picture” – do 
whatever you can to plan for the inevitable 
and to pull one over on the tax man!

Debbie Pereversoff CFP CSA is a 
Certified Financial Planner and Certified 
Seniors Advisor with her company 
The Affolter Financial Group Inc. in 
Castlegar.

Slocan Valley 
Farmers
Featuring Ben and 
Joanne Hird

Welcome to a new column in which we 
will feature Slocan River Valley farmers 
who supply you with local, healthy food. 
Funded by the Slocan Valley Co-op, 
the column has the goal of increasing 
local demand for local food. The author 
is a member of the Slocan River Valley 
Farmer’s Group, formed in 2007 to support 
an ecological, thriving, and viable farming 
community in the Valley.

If you want to eat more local food, one 
place to start is a visit to the quintessential 
market garden of Ben and Joanne Hird in 
Lemon Creek.

Just under 50 acres, the farm is well-
maintained, and the soil is rich and deep. 
Healthy soil grows healthy vegetables, and 
this farm is a poster-child of sustainable 
farming. Breathtaking views of the Valhalla 
Provincial Park are a powerful backdrop to 
the aptly named Valhalla Ranch.

Joanne sells their produce at four 
farmers’ markets each week: Nelson 
on Wednesday, New Denver on Friday, 
Nakusp on Saturday, and Winlaw on 
Sunday. Carrots are their largest crop, 
starting in mid-July. The Hirds don’t 
know the totals, but they did sell 3,000 
pounds of carrots this past winter before 
they sold out.

Garlic is another very popular crop. 
The Hirds plant 16 rows, each 112 feet 
long, and harvest begins between July 7 and 
10. “Our garlic is ready two weeks earlier 
[than other growers] for some reason,” Ben 
said. “Maybe it’s the richer soil.”

Harvested early in the morning of 
market day, the corn melts in your mouth. 
“We grow the corn to make the people 
come [to the markets],” said Ben.

Other veggies include beans, beets, 
broccoli, cabbage, cucumbers, leeks, 
lettuce, onions, parsnips, tomatoes, and 
squash. They also sell herbs, berries, and 
fresh eggs.

The Hirds also sell their produce 
to restaurants and groceries throughout 
the Slocan Valley, from Frog Peak Café 
in Crescent Valley to What’s Brewing 
on Broadway in Nakusp. Their fresh 
vegetables are so well-renowned that a 
couple from Ontario stocks up on garlic 
and other veggies on their annual summer 
trek to Vancouver.

Customers are welcome to visit 
and buy directly from the farm, located 
on Highway 6, five kilometers south of 
Slocan.

Ben’s grandfather, Gene Hird, bought 
the farm in 1934. Next, Ben’s father, Thor, 
tried to sell cabbages to stores but the price 
wasn’t enough to pay for the work. 

Ben bought the farm for $1 in exchange 
for building his parents a new house across 
the highway. Ben and Joanne started 
market gardening 10 years ago when 

someone stopped by and said she’d love 
to buy some fresh carrots. So the next year 
the Hirds planted an extra row of carrots. 
That “extra row” has grown to 23 rows of 
carrots, each 100 feet long.

“Times and attitudes have changed; 
prices have come up,” said Ben. “People 
are buying more local food.” 

Although market days are long ones 
for Joanne, she enjoys meeting people. 
And over the years, she has learned that she 
needs to educate her customers on how to 
store their produce after it is bought at the 
farmers’ markets. “People have to support 
the markets; they won’t be there if they 
don’t,” she said.

Ben loves the freedom of being 
his own boss after working 23 years in 
forestry. The couple also keeps cows, 
ducks, geese, chickens, and pigs. Joanne 
makes yogurt, butter, cottage cheese, and 
ice cream and bakes their own bread. With 
two grown children, the Hirds are quite 
self-sufficient.

They admit they are fortunate to live 
the romantic dream of healthy, farm-living. 
They do live simply so they can afford to 
be farmers. “It’s not how much you make, 
it’s how much you don’t spend,” said Ben 
with a wry smile.

But their perfect, weed-free garden is a 
result of long days, explained Ben. And the 
rest of us can benefit from that hard work.

Virginia Rasch lives and gardens in 
Passmore and is a member of the Slocan 
River Valley Farmer’s Group.

Financial
Forum

with Debbie
Pereversoff
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the 
Clothes 
Hanger

Weddings, reunions and grads, 
oh my!

Looking for that special outfit? 
You’ll find it at the Clothes 

Hanger

441 Front St., Kaslo • 353-9688

Thank you 
Valley Voice
The only newspaper that 

tells us what is going on in 
the Kaslo area. The only 
newspaper that gives us a 

chance to say what we think 
about it, free of charge, in 
Voices from the Valleys.

Paid advertisement by Jane Lynch 
in support of the Valley Voice

KASLO & DISTRICT

KASLO MOHAWK

Open every day of the year!
• Fuel • Groceries •

• Convenience Store •
• Soft Ice Cream •

– OPEN 6 AM - 9 PM –

353-2205  405-4th St.

New items are arriving daily... 
Come see our unique selection 
of hand-crafted goods from 
across Canada and 
around the world!
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by Andrea Dupuis
•Council received the minutes 

of the Provincial Building Ad 
Hoc Committee meeting of May 
28, attended by Mayor Holland, 
Councillor Leathwood, Rick Hewat, 
Rob Lang and Greg Lay. CAO 
Sawyer prepared a response to 
several issues raised at the May 28 

meeting. Council directed Sawyer to 
send the reponse to the committee 
members.

At the May 28 committee 
meeting, the first point of discussion 
was the committee’s role. Mayor 
Holland advised committee members 
that their role was envisioned to be 
one of an informal advisory group 
to council. Committee members felt 
this was a questionable approach 
to ensuring the business success of 
the enterprise, and suggested that 
council adopt a Provincial Building 
Business Policy. The policy would 
allow the mayor and CAO to approve 
recommendations and budgeted 
expenses as necessary. The Ad Hoc 
Committee’s recommendations 
would be based on eliminating or 
minimizing costs to taxpayers, with 
the long-term objective of making 
the business a profitable source of 
revenue for Kaslo. The committee 
would review its role after six 
months. 

The CAO’s response states that 
currently, all decisions are made by 

resolution of council, and the budget 
is administered by staff and approved 
by council. “What needs to change?” 
she asks.

The minutes of the May 28 
committee meeting contain several 
recommendations for council 
regarding the operation of the 
building. The CAO’s response 
gives the following updates on the 
recommendations. Sawyer contacted 
Nelson and found out that WSI 
(formerly BCBC) is employed for 
the daily management of Nelson’s 
provincial building. Foreman Glen 
Walker has been asked to come up 
with a plan for developing vacant 
lots for off-street parking. Walker 
will come to the next Development 
Services committee with a list 
of maintenance activities that the 
Village crew can take on. Gardening 
services for 2008 are being taken 
care of by volunteers. Rick Hewat 
is researching appropriate rental 
rates for each office space, and 
the CAO states in her response 
that this information is urgently 
needed. She states that Archives 
has approached the Village about 
leasing two additional rooms, and 
she has received one other phone 
call, but no requests for viewing yet. 
The Municipal Services committee 
is developing terms of reference for 
janitorial services. 

•Council received confirmation 
that EBA Engineering Consultants 
Ltd. of Kelowna was hired for 
the first stage of the arena project 
(energy assessment) for $15,000. 
Emails between Kaslo Curling Club 
President Rodney Arnold and EBA 
Geoexchange Specialist Adam James 
describe the objective of phase one as 
coming up with a plan to replace the 
two existing ice plants at the arena 
and curling rink with one plant, using 
geo-thermal technology.

•Council received a letter from 
Debra Barrett on behalf of the 
Kaslo Early Childhood Coalition 
updating council on the ongoing 
project to build a multi-use centre 
with a licensed daycare in the 
village. Barrett says they have 
received funding for a feasibility 
study from CBT and would like to 
renew their previous request for a 
letter of support in order to apply 
for additional funding. Council will 

request a business plan from KECC 
and consider their feasibility study 
before providing a letter of support. 

•A letter from Telus informs 
council that it would cost $21,671.66 
to put Telus lines on Water Street 
underground. Council referred the 
letter to all property owners on the 
north side of the 400 block of Front 
Street for information. Staff was 
directed to conduct any approval 
process necessary to recover loan 
costs from property owners on the 
north side of Water Street. The 
Village will make application for 
infrastructure grant funding when all 
costs and plans are confirmed. 

•Council received a letter 
from Gillian Froese, Pineridge 
representative on the Area D 
Advisory Planning Commission, 
regarding cross-boundary visioning 
and planning between Kaslo and Area 
D in the OCP process. Froese asked if 
the Kaslo OCP group would consider 
spending some time discussing the 
impact of any development decisions 
made by the Village on surrounding 
areas, and says there has been little 
communication between the two 
entities for visioning and planning 
thus far. Council will schedule 
a meeting between the Area D 
APC, the Kaslo Citizens Advisory 
Committee and council to further 
discuss cross-boundary issues in 
the OCP. 

•Council received a letter from 
the Kaslo Boat Club asking that 
a public boat launch facility be 
considered in the OCP process. The 
letter states that there is only one 
viable boat launch in Kaslo, located 
at Kaslo Bay Resort, and it may not 
provide access for pleasure boaters 
in the future. The only other option 
is the old government slip, which is 
in need of repair. 

•The Village will enter into an 
agreement with the Village of Slocan 
for the use of a replacement fire truck 
for a monthly cost of $268, including 
pro-rated insurance. The Village will 
also proceed with leasing a 2008 
fire pumper truck for a maximum 
of $265,000.

•Notes from a conference call 
on May 14 among Mayor Holland 
and representatives of the RDCK 
about fire service were referred to 
the Municipal Services committee 
for discussion.

•The CCG sent a letter to 
council regarding their request 
for a reduction of speed limits on 
certain streets in Kaslo to 25 km/ 
hr. They attached a letter from 
Corporal Chris Bakus stating he 

supports the speed reduction on 
the following streets: Water Street, 
Front Street, Third, Fourth and Fifth 
Streets between Front Street and 
A Ave, Second Street and the Park 
Ring Road. Bakus states that these 
streets have a higher pedestrian 
volume and that a reduction in speed 
would greatly reduce the chances of 
serious pedestrian/motor accidents. 
Council will ask Staff Sergeant Scott 
Kryski to comment on the proposed 
speed limit change prior to council 
adoption. 

•A letter from Kaslo resident 
Tony Frary, a former urban planner, 
with suggestions for the Pennco 
Homes development proposal at 
Kaslo Bay, was referred to the 
Development Services committee 
and to Pennco Homes. 

•Tony Frary and Greg Quinby 
were appointed as voting members 
to the City Hall Conservation 
committee. The committee will be 
asked to provide cost/benefit analysis 
of the first calendar project, and the 
cost of the proposal for a second 
calendar.

•Mark McKenzie will  be 
requested to make applications for 
the ‘Getting Started’ program for 
heritage registry funding and for 
conservation feasibility planning 
funding to complete the city hall 
building use study by Fairbanks 
Architects.

•Kaslo Campground users will 
be charged $5 per use of the new 
sani-dump, and all other users will 
be charged $8.

•Council received a copy of 
the RCMP of the Central Kootenay 
Regional Detachments Five-Year 
Plan. In the plan, Sergeant Scott 
Kryski, the non commissioned 
Officer in Charge, states it is the goal 
of the RCMP to develop initiatives to 
address their two strategic priorities: 
Drugs/Organized Crime and Traffic 
Safety. Kaslo currently has one 
corporal, two constables and one 
part-time public service employee. 
In specific information regarding 
the Kaslo detachment, the identified 
priorities for the community are as 
follows: Drugs – to identify and 
dismantle drug rings associated with 
production and distribution. The 
community is concerned with the 
use of hard drugs and wants to ensure 
youth are aware of dangers associated 
with use. Traffic – continuing speed 
watch as a method of deterring 
speeders in the community. Youth – 
Corporal Chris Bakus will continue 
the DARE program and will focus 
on the dangers of drug use for Kaslo 
youth. Police Presence – the Mayor 
and Council have indicated they 
would like to see a fourth member 
in Kaslo. Special events such as 
Jazz Fest will have extra police 
coverage. 

•Council received an email from 
Christian Walli, Community Advi-
sor for Tree Canada, announcing 
that Kaslo will receive a grant for 
purchasing trees for Kaslo’s parks 
and boulevards. The first installment 
is in the amount of $1,350.

•A bylaw prohibiting the use of 
all motorized recreational vehicles 
on Village-owned property will be 
drafted.

•Accounts Payable of $128,771.51 
was  approved  fo r  payment . 

Kaslo council, June 10: Provincial Building Committee wants Business Policy
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THE ANNUAL GENERAL 
MEETING

of the Arrow Lakes
Hospital Foundation

will be held at
7 pm on Monday, Aug. 11, 

2008 in the Hospital Cafeteria.
Elections will be held to fill 

Director positions: 3 for 3 years
In order to vote at the 

Annual General Meeting, 
new members need to obtain 

their $1 card from a Director or 
at the hospital desk before

July 11,2008.
For further information, write 

to Box 284, Nakusp
or call 265-3515

TEACHING 
POSITION

 
School District No. 10 (Arrow Lakes) has the following teaching 
position for the 2008-09 school year as follows: 
 

Nakusp Elementary School:  
 
1.00 FTE  Temporary Upper Primary Teacher beginning 

September 2, 2008 and pending return of 
incumbent 

Required characteristics / strengths include:
 
a) Skills and experience in using technology to support learning 
 and teaching
b) Excellent interpersonal skills/ability to work in a team 
 environment
c) Excellent classroom management skills
d) Willingness to participate in School Growth Plan Process
e) Will ingness to participate in the school’s extra-
 curricular programs will be an asset
 
Send complete application and resume, including proof of a valid 
BC Teaching Certificate and names of at least three professional 
references no later than 12:00 pm, Thursday, June 26, 2008.
 
         Mr. George Harding, Principal   
   Nakusp Elementary School
   P.O. Box 250
   Nakusp, B.C.  V0G 1R0
   Phone:  (250) 265-3731
         Fax:  (250) 265-3081
   Email: gharding@sd10.bc.ca

It is recommended that applications be faxed or emailed.
 
PLEASE NOTE:   It will be required that a formal application form 
be filled out by the applicant when applying for positions.   It is 
School District policy that all applicants must agree to submit 
to a criminal record search before appointment.  An offer of 
appointment may be withdrawn as a result of the search.  
School District No. 10 (Arrow Lakes) schools are non-smoking 
environments.

CLASSIFIED ADS
AnnounCementS

THE BURTON SENIOR Citizens’ 
Association is currently considering a 
second printing of “Whistle Stops Along 
the Columbia River Narrows,” a book about 
the history of Burton and area. Anyone 
interested in purchasing a copy is asked to 
call either Gale Detta at 265-3191 or Harry/
Brenda May at 265-2280.
THE NORTH VALLEY LCD PROJECTOR 
and Sound System is here! For important 
details please see article this issue and pick up 
information brochure at Valley Voice office or 
Gaze n Chat, Silverton.
BIBLIOBUS: Kaslo June 26th 5PM - 
7PM Golf course; New Denver June 27th 
12:30PM - 2 :30PM at the Market (corner 
6th Ave / Kildare St); Nakusp June 27th 5PM - 
7PM, contact Bianca for location, 265-2208. 
Info: Marie-Christine (250) 352-3516 or 
m_christine85@hotmail.com.
SLOCAN VALLEY THREADS GUILD 
Annual General Meeting will be held Wed., 
June 25 at 7 PM; old and new members 
welcome.
NICOLAS ZEFFARELLI HAS A 
DREAM – to do something to cut back on 
our electricity use as a community. Steam, 
methane – whatever it takes. Let’s organize. 
Ph. 358-2273.

AutomotiVe
TIME TO UPGRADE YOUR RIDE, 
or get a more fuel-efficient vehicle? For 
sale: year 2000 Ford Focus SE, 5-door 
(hatchback wagon). Zetec DOHC motor, 
alloy wheels, CD player, air cond., cruise 
control, hatchback with split back seat = lots 
of cargo space, seats 5 people and 2 dogs 
comfortably -- the perfect Kootenay car. 
Excellent fuel economy, well-maintained, 
no rust.  New all-season tires on rims plus 
well-used studded winter tires on rims. 
147,000 highway kms.  $6,900. Call Lorna 
Visser 250-358-2722 or email lvisser@
xplornet.com if you are interested in 
giving this great little car a test-drive.
GO GREEN with FUEL FREEDOM 
INTERNATIONAL products. Increase 
MPG 7%-14%. Go the extra mile. Gas and 
Diesel. Reduce emissions by 75%. www.
clearview.myffi.biz. 358-7723.

BOAT TOurS
Boat Tours deliver scenic beauty, 
fascinating stories of the lake, land and 
local history.  Up to 5 people. www.
kootenaylakeboattours.ca Toll free 
1-866-800-2267.

BuSiNESS OppOrTuNiTiES
WANT TO START YOUR OWN 
BUSINESS? Community Futures offers 
business counselling and start-up information. 
Appointments available in Nakusp and New 
Denver. Contact Farhana Dumont at 265-3674, 
ext. 201 or email nakusp@futures.bc.ca.
PARTIES/INDIVIDUALS WITH 
MINERAL CLAIM holdings willing to 
enter into option agreements. Call Syd 
877-912-7578. Syber Realty, Kelowna.

CArD oF tHAnKS
JEMS Propane Ltd. would like to thank all 
its customers that donated their scrap copper 
and brass from new gas installations and 
propane tank upgrades to Inspiring Youth for 
Change, a local group of youth who use the 
money to perform community projects, such 
as building bus stop shelters, painting murals, 
running environmental youth camps, cleaning 
highways and tree planting. They also travel 
to Tijuana Mexico each Spring Break to work 
with the local community on projects such 
as house building. For more information or 
to make a cash donation contact Don Warthe 
354-5584. All donations of $25 or more are 
tax deductible and can be sent to Mt. Sentinel 
Secondary P.O. Box 99, South Slocan, B.C.  
V0G 2G0 Phone: (250) 359-7219.
HEARTFELT THANKS go out to Dr. 
Skrenes, Dr. Burkholder, Dr. Magier and 
the nursing staff at Slocan Community 
Hospital for the compassionate care given 
to our mother, Ali Wilkowski. Thanks also 
to the New Denver and Nakusp Ambulance 
crew and the Doctors and nurses at Trail 
Regional Hospital. Our family thanks 
everyone for the heartwarming cards, 
words, hugs, telephone calls, visits and 
wonderful food prepared for home and for 
Mom’s celebration of life. You have all 
touched our hearts deeply. 

John & Sylvia McDonaugh, Ben 
Wilkowski & Carla Tomyn, Fred 

Wilkowski & Jan

I was involved in a motorcycle accident 
approximately 10 km outside of Nakusp on 
May 17, 2008. I would like to give a big 
THANK YOU to the two women and two 
children that stopped and gave me a much 
appreciated ride to the hospital in Nakusp. I 
felt terribly bad that I never got their names. 
I would like to thank them ever so much. I 
would also like to say to the little girl that was 
in the back seat, that I am getting better each 
day and not to worry I am fine. If this family 
would like to contact me, I would love to thank 
them in person. Ph: 250-378-4540 (evgs).
Thank you very much,

Murray Galbraith
Merritt, BC

THE SLOCAN LAKE STEWARDSHIP 
SOCIETY sends a special thanks to the 
storytellers of LAKE LIES, TALL TALES, 
SOB STORIES AND FISHY FANTASIES: 
Kevin Murphy, Gary Wright, Webb 
Cummings, Agnes Emary, Jeremy Down, 
Don Law, Dick Hambly, Hank Hastings, Kim 
Roshinsky, Dianna Hartog, Peter Roulston, 
Steven Lones, Bill Johnston and Marianne 
Vanish; to Denny Butler and Wayne Gerow 
for the video; to judges Lorna Obermayr, 
Bonnie Greensword and Dan Nicholson; to 
MC Bill Roberts, to timekeeper Jill Roberts, 
to Kathy Provan and Stan Wilson for photos, 
to technicians Myles Berney, Gary Parkstrom 
and Chuck Burkholder, and thanks to the 
community for making this a standing room 
only event! Join the Slocan Lake Stewardship 
Society: slocanlakess@netidea.com.
HATS OFF TO ALL OUR FRIENDS 
IN EDGEWOOD AND SURROUNDING 
AREA. A heartfelt thank you to all those 
who organized and worked so hard at the 
fantastic Edgewood yard sale. We are also 
grateful to all those who donated items 
and those who came out to shop. We could 
not do the job we do without the kind and 
generous support of people like you. 

Many Many thanks from the PALS group 
and all the animals.

CominG eVentS
MEMBERS OF THE SLOCAN VALLEY 
Community Presbyterian Church welcome 
everyone to a service at 10 am on Sunday at 
the Passmore Hall. Come and enjoy music 

and praise that will lift your spirits. Come 
and celebrate. For exact location and more 
info, phone 226-7567.
THE FRIDAY MARKET happens in 
the heart of New Denver every Friday 
from 10am to 2pm. It features fresh local 
produce, herbs, flowers and a variety 
of Kootenay artisan wares. For info: 
fridaymarket@netidea.com.
WINLAW FARMER’S MARKET. 
Sundays, May 25 through October, 9:00 am 
to 3:00 pm. Spicer Centre, Hwy 6, Winlaw. 
Vendors wanted. 226-7862.
GALENA TRAIL DISCOVERY DAY, 
Sunday June 29, 10-4 pm. Bring family and 
friends to the trailhead at Three Forks (Hwy 
31A, Sandon turnoff) and walk or bike to 
New Denver Siding. Experience the famous 
Carpenter Creek cable car. Join in a scavenger 
hunt. Learn about the Trail’s natural and 
human history from knowledgeable locals.
WHATSHAN 8TH ANNUAL MUSIC 
FESTIVAL 2008 “The Biggest Little Family 
Music Festival in Western Canada” July 
11-13th, 2008 Located near Enderby, 4km 
west of the Needles Ferry Youth & Children’s 
Activities-FREE Camping/Shower/Food 
Facilities. Tickets: Weekend Pass $60. 
Reserve at: 1-604-594-1030. For more 
information email wlmf@whatshan.com or 
visit website www.whatshanmusic.com.
GARDENING WITH VICTORIA 
CARLETON. Q&A session - bring your 
gardening problems and queries - she will help 
you solve them. 10am - 1pm Saturday June 21, 
Vallican Whole Community Centre. $15/1, 
$25/2. Register: 226-0008 or just come.
GETTING MARRIED? Ballroom social 
dance classes ongoing in Nakusp and New 
Denver Privates available. 250-358-2448 
or istar@uniserve.com.
SLOCAN VALLEY ART & GARDEN 
TOUR Sun., July 6, 10 am - 4 pm. The 11th 
annual - a chance to see gorgeous art, ponds 
& plantings. Find brochures with map at 
garden centres, libraries, and Slocan Valley 
businesses. By donation. Info: 226-7347.
A R R O W T A R I A N  S E N I O R 
CITIZENS SOCIETY AGM will be 
held July 7 at 10 am at the Arrowtarian 
Rotary lounge, 212 7th Ave, Nakusp.

TUESDAY JULY 1ST there will be a 
market on the lawn of the Silverton Gallery 
as usual. Come one and all and share your 
treasures. First come basis on your space. 
Market is from 10-2. Come and celebrate 
with the community! Call Madeleine with 
any questions 2475.
SILENT AUCTION: Anyone interested 
in providing a donation for the July 1st 
Silent Auction, please contact Sue at Hand 
and Soul 2177 or Madeleine at 2475. This 
can be anything like a voucher from your 
business, a certificate for your talents, an 
item from your home you want to give away 
or ... Support your local community ventures 
- this comes back to you in opportunities in 
education, services and entertainment.
NEED A RESTFUL BREAK FROM 
GARDENING? Treat yourself to a 
soothing evening of violin and piano works 
performed by Okanagan Symphony’s 
Angela Ruthven and distinguished pianist 
Arnold Draper. Sunday, June 29, 7 pm, 
Silverton Gallery. See details this issue.

For rent
OFFICE OR RETAIL SPACE - 16’ x 24’, 
next to Silverton Building Supplies on highway. 
$265.00/month. Call 250-358-2293.
NEW DENVER STORAGE rental. Dry/
enclosed. Storage use only. 15x22. $125 a 
month. 250-358-2707.

For SALe
USED, TESTED SOLAR SYSTEM 
batteries, less than half price. Nelson 
551-3500.
CUSTOM PICTURE FRAMING 
equipment, lots of inventory, will train. 
lee@silvertonbuilding.ca  250-358-2287.
1996 MOBILE HOME (only) 72’ x 
14’. Original new condition. Vacant. Two 
bedrooms, two bathrooms, vinyl siding, 
peaked shingle roof, -40 rating. Located 
in Nakusp area. $58,000. 250-265-2219 
(evenings), 250-265-3688 (days).
2008 NEW NORCO RIVAL mountain bike, 
disc brakes, won in draw at Gerick’s. Great 
bike. $525. tedsuzanne@hotmail.com.

CLASSiFieDS Continue 
on PAGe 22.
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Oso Renewable Energy
Buy the tools for a secure energy future

Solar, Microhydro, products and installation
Competitive prices on all your independent

Home and Business energy products
www.OsoSolar.com - Kip

250-358-2660 or 406-752-6837

22

 Passmore
 Laboratory Ltd.
Water Testing • Flow Measurements
CAEAL certified to test drinking water
We’re in the Valley at: 1-250-226-7339
Jennifer & Tony Yeow passlab4@netidea.com

CLASSIFIED ADS

RESTAURANT/WINE & BEER

Ann’s Natural Foods
Ann Bunka

- 358-2552 -
805 Kildare St., new Denver

• Zack Graphics & Inks •
Printer Sales ~ Discount Inkjet Cartridges
Photo Papers ~ Guaranteed Inkjet refills

eBay Marketing ~ Digitial Design

250-358-2111 • izack@telus.net
612 Josephine St. • Box 292 • New Denver, BC V0G 1S0

Beside Slocan Park Service
2976 Highway 6, Slocan Park

Wine & Beer Making Kits 
to satisfy all budgets!

Winlaw Brew-Op

5972 Cedar Creek Road, Winlaw • 226-7328

Take-Home Kits, or Brew it with us!
open 11:00 to 6:00 tues. to Sat.

    Summer HourS
      7 Am - 10 Pm

QUALITY PIZZA anytime!
265-4880
Air Conditioned

93-5th Ave. Nakusp
Non-Smoking

laceNick’s

P
Seven Days a Week!

open tuesday - Sunday
9 am - 4 pm

Main St. New Denver 358-2381

Specialty Coffees, Teas, 
U-Brews and Kits for Home
                    • Open Every DaynAKuSP  265-4701

Slocan Village Market
Groceries, fresh produce, fresh meat, 

Agency Liquor, organic foods, 
in-store deli, in-store bakery.

Open 7 days/week, 9 am - 7 pm
Slocan, BC • ph:355-2211 • fax: 355-2216

Lemon Creek 
Lodge & Campground

Year-round facility
Licensed Restaurant
Open Thurs - Sun

5 PM - 8 PM
1-877-970-8090 tfn

www.jonesboysboats.com
Ainsworth, British Columbia

4080 Hwy 31 N
Call: 1-877-552-6287

(250) 353-2550 Fax (250) 353-2911

HARBERCRAFT

LeSter KoenemAn
Phone 265-3128 or

24-hour Fax 265-4808
Broadway St. Nakusp

Ph: 359-7111  Fax: 359-7587
www.playmorpower.com

Playmor Junction Hwy 6 & 3A
1043 Playmor

ENGINEERED WITH YOU IN MIND

Re-Awakening
Health Centre• Health Products

• Books
• Greeting Cards

320 BrOADWAy ST. NAKuSp  265-3188

PAuLA ConrAD
Home: (250) 358-2707

Selkirk reAlTy
265-3635

Free Consultation

e-mail: paulaconrad@royallepage.ca
Website: www.royallepage.ca/selkirkrealty

HuB iNTErNATiONAL 
BArTON 

inSurAnCe 
BrOKErS

For all your 
inSurAnCe 

needs
265-3631

1-800-665-6010

NEW DENVER  
358-2443 358-7292

Your Local Grocer

SILVERTON

The Apple Tree 
Sandwich Shop

Soup, Sandwiches & Desserts
358-2691

Mon. - Fri. 7 A.M. - 4 P.M.
Sat. 11 A.M. - 4 P.M.

Tammy Peitzsche
“Your Valley Specialist”
   - Honesty
   - Integrity
   - Customer Service
Free Market Evaluation
isoldit@shaw.ca
365-9640

 GROCERY • HEALTH FOOD

RECREATION

PROFESSIONAL SERVICES

REAL ESTATE

Advertise in the Valley Voice. It pays!!!
Call 358-7218 for details or email: valleyvoice@netidea.com

BUSINESS DIRECTORY

Pub
opens every Day at 12 noon

• Offsales •
2 Lakeview Patios

Lakefront rooms, Starting at $89.00
358-7929

12 Lake Ave • Silverton, BC

Legendary Meats 

Bulk - Beef, Pork, Buffalo 
and Sausage Sales

Custom Cutting & Sausage 
Making, Curing & Smoking 

of Bacons & Hams

Winter Hours: Thursdays & Fridays
9 am till 5 pm

Phone: 226-7803
2826 Hwy 6 • Slocan Park

MEAT CUTTING

WRITER/EDITOR

Colour/B&W Laser Printing/Copying • Digital Photography
Word processing • Scanning • Faxing • Binding • Laminating
CUSTOM CARDS • BROCHURES • CALENDARS • NEWSLETTERS

The best selection of photo cards of local views anywhere
1007 Josephine St. (Box 298), New Denver

Ph. 358-2435     essay@direct.ca     Fax 358-2607

Solar • Micro-Hydro • Wind

Site Assessment • Design • Installation

Jennifer Stephenson
MBA

www.jenergy.ca • info@jenergy.ca
(250) 354-3428 • 1-877-354-3428

SOLAR HOT WATER!

GArAGe SALeS
FIVE GENERATIONS, huge sale under 
roof, Saturday, June 21 and Sunday, June 
22, 8:00 am to 5:00 pm. Tools, appliances, 
furniture, baby stuff, Valley Comfort II heater, 
swimming pool and household. 3765 Upper 
Passmore Road, Passmore, Slocan Valley.
GARAGE SALE! 9am to 3pm. June 21 and 
22nd at 311- 8th Avenue. Toys, household, 
books etc... Moving, must sell!

HeALtH
YOGA AT THE DOMES - Monday and 
Saturday mornings 9-10:30, Thursday 
Afternoons 4-5:30. Drop in $10 or $50 
package the 6th session is free. Find balance 
and relaxation through movement. Call 
Madeleine for any questions 358-2475.
FULL SPECTRUM BODY WORK 
offers deep tissue and stress reduction 
treatments in the privacy of your own 
home. For additional info and to book 
appointments please call 358-6808.
CRANIAL SACRAL THERAPY with 
Darlene. Deep fluid inner massage available 
alternate Tuesdays at Hand and Soul, 
Silverton. Call 358-2177.
YOGA, FELDENKRAIS and THAI 
MASSAGE in Nakusp. Available for 
workshops in the West Kootenay. Nakusp 
Movement & Wellness Centre. Tyson Bartel 
265-3827.
PILATES WITH SUSAN in Nakusp 
– Discover this powerful, head to toe, 
workout for all levels. Register for beginner 
or intermediate classes. Call 265-4952.
WOMEN’S YOGA with a Prenatal Focus at 
the Winlaw Art Farm, Saturdays, June 7-July 

5, 9-10:30 am, with Kate, certified Anusara-
inspired teacher. $45 for course or $12 drop-
in. Yoga for Everybody, Wednesdays, 6-7:30 
pm. Call 226-7792 for info.

HeLP WAnteD
DO YOU LIKE TO CLEAN? Blue Sky 
Resort is looking for casual help to clean 
cabins. Please call Karin @ 358-2362.
HOME SUPPORT WORKER wanted 4 
hours/day weekends for disabled independent 
male. Need Care-Aide course or equivalent. 
Reply to Box 433, New Denver, V0G 1S0.

notiCeS
F O R  I N F O R M AT I O N  O N  A A 
MEETINGS contact Dave 358-7265; 
John 265-4924; Tonio 358-7158; Dave 
353-2658; Joan 355-2805; Dan 359-7817; 
Bill 226-7705.

OBiTuAriES
WILLIAM JOHN BREKKE February 
12, 1943 – May 14, 2008

Bill passed away at Kelowna Hospital 
following a lengthy illness, and will be 
sadly missed by his family and friends.

Bill was born in Nelson BC on February 
12, 1943. He grew up in mining towns in 
the Kootenays, including Zincton, Sheep 
Creek, Toby Creek, and New Denver.

He married Hilda Campbell in 1967, 
and together they lived in Nakusp, New 
Denver, Clearwater, and Kelowna, raising 
their family. Hilda pre-deceased him in 
1997. Bill was also predeceased by his 
parents Jim and Doris.

Bill is survived by his children: Tina, 
Bill, Chrystal and Yvonne, 8 grandchildren 
and one great-grandchild, his sister 

Barbara(Dennis) and brother Gary (Lora 
Lee), and Hilda’s family.

A family memorial service will be held 
in the summer to bury the ashes of both 
Bill and Hilda.

The family wishes to thank everyone 
for the support received during this difficult 
time.
BUTLER, William George (Bill) – April 
27, 1916 - June 4, 2008

Bill Butler, beloved husband of Marjorie 
of Calgary, passed away peacefully at the 
George Boyack Nursing Home at the age of 
92. He was the father of Ron, Ken (Donna), 
John (pre-deceased), David (Co), Terry (Pat) 
and Cherri. Bill had 18 grandchildren and 
numerous great grandchildren. Bill touched 
the hearts of many with his wit, humour, 
poems, his love of life and family, and love 
of Jehovah. He will be sadly missed. A 
memorial service was held at Kingdom Hall 
Centre in Calgary on June 7.

rentAL WAnteD
LOCAL FAMILY desperately needs 
housing. Hills to Silverton. Immediately. 
358-7296.

SerViCeS
RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL 
SEPTIC TANK CLEANING: “Serving 
the Valley” 7 days/wk, 24-hr. All-Around 
Septic Services, Don Brown (250) 
354-3644, emergency 352-5676.
ROGAN ELECTRIC  Residential, 
commercial, industrial wiring. Local 
references available. All work guaranteed. 
“We get the job done.” 353-9638.

please call Beth McLeod (265-0024) and 
find out what’s on the to-do list that would 
suit you the best. Volunteers are crucial 
to this event, and many hands make light 
work, and fun for all!
TRAILER RENTAL WANTED for first 
three weeks of July, to put in my yard 
in New Denver while Mom is visiting 
from Montreal. Clean, quiet, responsible, 
references. Call Carla at 358-7198.

SLoCAn VALLey reCreAtion
RHYTHMIC GYMNASTICS CAMPS 
- Winlaw - July 14th to 17th; Crescent 
Valley – August 25th to 29th
SUMMER ART WITH KARLA 
PEARCE - Crescent Valley - July 7th to 
11th; Slocan Park - August 25th to 29th
SUMMER ECO CAMPS AGES 7+ - 
July 21st to 25th or July 28th to Aug, 1st. 
Meet at Endless Adventures
KAYAKING WEEK JULY 14TH TO 
18TH - Youth 9:00 a.m. to noon; Women 
1:00 to 4:00 p.m.
SLOCAN LAKE SWIM PROGRAM - 
July 21st to August 1st, Village of Slocan 
Beach.
BAREFOOT WRITING WITH 
SHAYLA WRIGHT - Sunday, July 6th, 
Winlaw
YOGA SUMMER RETREAT WITH 
ELIZA - August 5th to 8th, White Pines 
Dojo, Slocan
NATURAL BUILDING WORKSHOPS 
- With Peggy Frith. LIGHT CLAY 
WALL SYSTEMS- June 27th to29th; 
PREPARING STRAW BALE WALLS 
FOR PLASTER - July 25th-27th; 
EARTHEN PLASTERS -Aug. 22nd 
to 24th

226-0008

WAnteD
SEVERAL VOLUNTEERS are needed 
for short tasks leading up to, and during, 
Nakusp’s July 1st Canada Day celebrations. 
If you are willing to put in just 1 or 2 hours 
of your time before, during or after July 1st, 

Silverton celebrates 115 
years of Canada Day

This year’s Silverton Canada Day 
Celebration begins with the Pancake Breakfast 
at the Memorial Hall at 7 am. This is a fun-
filled family day that includes a children’s 
bike parade beginning at the Silverton Resort 
and a host of kids’ games including a treasure 
hunt, gold panning, fish tank, sack race, face 
painting and tattoos at Dewis Park.

The bocce tournament, concession and 
Bavarian Gardens begin at 5 pm on Monday, 
June 30 at Creekside, and continue to Tuesday, 
July 1. Watch your winning duck at 4 pm from 
the footbridge. One of the highlights of the day 
is the sights and sounds of running antique 
machines and blacksmithing at the Fingland 
Cabin grounds. Located on the Silverton 
Gallery lawn is the annual Artisan/Flea Market 
and the ‘Great Canadian Dog Show,’ which is 
always a howling success!

This year our youth awards, Canada cake 
and rousing ‘O Canada’ will take place at the 
Creekside adjacent the Curling Rink Arena. 
And, back by popular demand, is Vancouver’s 
Pernell Reichert. Silverton’s Canada Day 
finishes up with fabulous fireworks at 10 pm! 

your ad 
could be 

here for only 
$18.40 + GSt 

per edition 
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• Spring Cleaning • Home Detailing 
• House Prepping • Painting

Call now for your free consultation!
265-0241

Window 
Washing 
Gutter 

Cleaning 

Fern’s
Now delivering to New Denver 

& Silverton on Saturdays!
Call me and we can arrange anything!
KASLo: Phone/Fax: 1-250-353-7474

SOCKEYE SAWMILLS
 SLOCAN, BC
  • Custom on-site milling 
  • Timber/Lumber sales
  • Cedar posts, fencing, decking
  • Untreated landscape ties
Phone: 355-0024 • email: sockeye@telus.net

SAWMILL
HALL LUMBER 

& BUILDING SUPPLIES
open mon, tues, Wed, Fri & Sat 

10 am to 5 pm
pHONE 250-269-0043

Find us at 280 Lower Inonoaklin Rd. 
Edgewood, BC

COLES RENTALS
AERATORS, HEATERS (PROPANE & ELECTRIC)

PLATE TAMPERS, JUMPING JACKS, REBAR 
BENDER JACKHAMMERS, HAMMER DRILLS, 

CONCRETE MIXERS, CONCRETE SAWS, 
TILECUTTERS, BLOCKCUTTERS, SCAFFOLDING, 
FLOOR SANDERS, FLOOR NAILERS, ROOFING 
NAILERS, FRAMING NAILERS, GENERATORS, 

WATER PUMPS, COMPRESSORS, LAWN 
TRACTORS, PRESSURE WASHERS, ROTO 

TILLER, PROPERTY PIN LOCATOR, CHIPPER/
SHREDDER, GAS POST HOLE DIGGER, 
WOODSPLITTER ...AND MUCH MORE!
PHONE 358-2632
1-888-358-2632

WEST KOOTENAY
MACHINE SHOP

915 Front Street
Nelson, BC V1L 4C1
(Railway Side Access)

General Machining
Parts Repaired or 

Remanufactured

Shop Phone/Fax
250-352-2123

Dave Smith     Owner/Machinist

MOUNTAIN VALLEY STATION
BOTTLE DEPOT

Slocan City • 355-2245
Open MON - SAT  9-5

Your “Bottle Drive” Specialists

FOR ALL YOUR 
PROPANE NEEDS

359-7373
1-800-471-5630

Your local bulk dealer & service centre

• ready Mix Concrete • 
• Lock Blocks • Septic Tanks •

• Drain rock • 
• road Crush • Sand & Gravel • 

• Dump Trucks • Excavator • 
• Crusher •

• Coloured Concrete • 
• Site preparation •

Box 1001, Nakusp, BC, V0G 1R0
ph. 265-4615 • 265-4328 (eves)

Lower Arrow Contracting
• Residential & Commercial 

Construction  
Property development, subdivision & services

For estimates or consultation call
Bob or Kevin (250) 269-7497

Slocan Auto &
Truck Repairs

24 hour towing 
BCAA, Slocan, BC  

355-2632

24 Hour toWinG
1007 HWy 23, nAKuSP

PH: 265-4577

• welding repairs • full service 
& repair • licenced technician • 

radiator repairs & service • mobile 
service available • fast, friendly 

Installation and maintenance 

call Jim Berrill
(250) 359-5922

JEMS Propane Ltd.

COMPUTER

Grey Barn Computers

Ron Nymeyer
212 4th Ave NW

Nakusp

250-265-2163
theoldgreybarn@hotmail.com

  Service
  Repairs
  Upgrades
  Sales

ken@palmercomputerservices.com

Palmer 
Computer 
Services

- Repairs 
- Upgrades 

- Consulting
Microsoft Certified 
Systems EngineerPhone: 355-2235

ICF Building Products
“We provide Star Service”    

1-888-289-4731

111 Mcdonald Drive, Nelson, BC
ph 250-352-3191

sales@mainjet.ca • www.mainjet.ca

EQUIPMENT RENTAL

LAUNDROMAT
HAIR

NAKUSP GLASS
201 Broadway

265-3252
The clear choice for 
all your glass needs!

RECYCLING

SALES & SERVICE
98 - 1st Street, Nakusp • 265-4911

OPEN 6 DAYS A WEEK
CHAINSAWS
• Stihl
• Husqvarna
MOWERS
• Snapper
• Toro
• Lawnboy

TRIMMERS
• Homelite
• Stihl • Toro
• Husqvarna
SMALL ENGINES
• Tecumseh
• Briggs & Stratton

For all your painting needs
Call

nAKuSP
mAintenAnCe

Free Written Quotations
265-3082 • cell: 265-1574
email: sapietis@telus.net

Mark Adams
Certified General Accountant

P.O. Box 279
New Denver, BC 
V0G 1S0

BUS. 250-358-2411

ACCOUNTANT

AUTOMOTIVE • SMALL MOTORS • MACHINE SHOP

Beside Slocan Park Service
2976 Highway 6, Slocan Park

Tradesman Electric
commercial • residential 

new construction • renovations
Reliable friendly service

Free Estimates Call Steve 226-7163

358-7769

AvA’s  
Hair studio

Far right entrance of the Wild Rose Restaurant in Rosebery

Tuesday to Friday 10-4 
open late Thursdays

Advertise in the Valley Voice
Your locally owned, independent 

community newspaper

Nakusp   265-4406
BCAA Towing

Caribou Service
(250) 265-3191

5549 Frontage Road
Burton, BC

24 Hr Towing and Recovery
Auto Repairs & Tires

Auto Parts

CONSTRUCTION • HOME • GARDEN 
JEWELRY

FLORIST

Jo’s Jewelry
Custom work and repair in 

silver and Gold, by appointment

358-2134
new denver, Goldsmith Jo-anne barClay

HEALTH
Hand & Soul Healing Centre

Chiropractor, Larry Zaleski, D.C.
Mondays & Fridays - Silverton

Every other Wednesday in Winlaw or Nakusp
Counsellor/Healing Facilitator

Sue Mistretta, M.A., CCC.
358-2177 Silverton & Winlaw

Susan L. Yurychuk • 250-358-6804
By Appointment Only • New Denver

myofascial release • deep tissue massage • relaxation massage

MASSAGE

BUSINESS DIRECTORY
BUSINESS DIRECTORY

Serving the Slocan, Arrow Lakes & 
North Kootenay Lake Valleys

1-866-355-9037
1-250-355-2790

hanspainting@telus.net

Interior painting in wintertime
* Air treated for odours & offgassing

“Offers a wide 
variety of home 

improvements...”

Interior Renovations 
& Repairs
Chris Wasiak

PO Box 972
Nakusp, BC  V0G 1R0
ph   250.265.0050
fax  250.265.0160
cell 250.265.1285
chriswasiak@telus.net

YOUR VALLEY COMFORT AND BLAZE KING DEALER 
SPECIALIZING IN WOOD/ELECTRIC, WOOD/OIL AND 

WOOD/GAS COMBINATION FURNACES
Certified • Insured

COMPLETE SALES 
SERVICE AND 
INSTALLATION

Slocan City, BC • (250) 355-0088
website: www.kootenayfurnace.com

email: kfurnace@netidea.com

and

Certified Organic Bedding plants
Selected Perennials
9:00 - 5:00 Daily, 

april through June

Perry Siding  •  355-2459
7231 Avis Rd.

JIM’S ATV
REPAIRS & SALES

Small Engine Repair
Jim Brodie

250-353-2124
Box 375, Kaslo, BC  V0G 1M0

www.duradek.com

Read the Valley Voice online: www.valleyvoice.ca
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522 Lake Avenue
Silverton, BC

358-2360  Fax: 358-2335
Stuart Nelson

Equipment Hauling, Sand, Gravel & Excavations

TRADING
COMPANY

Hand & Soul Healing Centre
Chiropractor, Larry Zaleski, D.C.

Counsellor/Healing Facilitator, Sue Mistretta, M.A., CCC.

358-2177

Giftware and More!

Everett Computer 
Consulting

Computer Sales and Repairs
Satellite Internet • Great Coffee • Laundry & Shower

217 Lake, Silverton, BC  358-2878

15 Lake Avenue
Silverton, BC

358-7157

Your Local Grocer!
222 Lake • Silverton • 358-7292

Hand Crafted Log Cabin Motel
303 Lake • Silverton, BC

358-2844
website: www.williamhuntercabins.com

“Your Foundation & Framing Specialists”

Dan Borley, 
Ticketed Carpenter

Ph/Fax: 358-7145
tekwood@telus.net

COLES 
EQUIPMENT 

RENTALS

SILVERTON, BC
 

PHONE 358-2632
1-888-358-2632

Tim McCrory
Electrical 

Contracting

Silverton, BC

358-2576

Cheyl Butchart
250.358.7729

cheryl.butchart@gmail.com
Silverton, BC

Lynn-A-Teck 
Enterprises

358-2470
FUEL INJECTION AND ON 
BOARD COMPUTERS, A/C, 

AUTOMOTIVE REPAIRS

Treats and sweets for all kinds of minds

358-2844 • 303 Lake Ave • Silverton


