
July 3, 2008     The Valley Voice  1

Volume 17, Number 13  July 3, 2008  Delivered to every home between Edgewood, Kaslo & South Slocan. Published bi-weekly.
“Your independently owned regional community newspaper serving the Arrow Lakes, Slocan & North Kootenay Lake Valleys.”

Country Furniture & Home DeCor
Looking for something out of the ordinary? Country Furniture & Home Decor, 115 Hall St. nelson, toll-Free 1-866-352-3665

11TH ANNUAL SUMMIT LAKE WALK/RUN/BIKE FOR FUN 
Hosted by Three Islands Resort

Come out and walk, run or cycle the 10 kms around beautiful Summit Lake on Sunday, July 6
Walk begins at 9 am sharp. Registration ($5) begins at 8 am

Prizes for walkers – everybody walks out a winner. 
All proceeds go to the Arrow Lakes Hospital with Three Islands Resort matching funds raised 

by Jan McMurray
The RDCK accepted ownership 

of the Rosebery Parklands property at 
its June 21 meeting. Documents are 
expected to be signed sometime this 
summer, after successful negotiation 
of covenants that will protect the land’s 
public park status.

“This is such an exciting time – a 
lot of people have worked for many 
years to make this happen,” commented 
Leah Main, President of the Rosebery 
Parklands Development Society, which 
purchased the property in 1989 and 
established the park. “We’re doing 
everything we can to hold the original 
vision of an undeveloped piece of 

land that is public in appearance and 
in fact.”

Main said the society had 
discussions with the RDCK as early as 
1990 about the transfer of ownership, 
and the RDCK agreed to it in principle 
back then. Discussions between the 
two parties resumed after the society’s 
last AGM in September 2007, when 
the society members overwhelmingly 
passed a resolution to move forward 
with the transfer.

A formal request from the society 
was on the June 21 RDCK board 
meeting agenda. The directors voted 
unanimously to take ownership of the 
property, despite a pending lawsuit 

against the society. The owners of one of 
the lots bordering the parklands, Brian 
and Mary-Jane Sykes, are suing the 
society over the issue of a private dock 
they placed in Rosebery Bay.

Area H Director Don Munro said 
the board directors were fully aware 
of the legal issues. “The legal aspects 
were discussed in camera. So when it 
came to the open board, everyone was 
well aware, and they were prepared to 
accept ownership,” he reported.

Munro said he believes the board 
accepted not only to honour its past 
commitment, but also because there is 
interest in having regional parks at either 
end of the Galena Trail (in Rosebery and 

Regional District accepts ownership of Rosebery Parklands
in Sandon), and in making sure there 
is public access to lakes and rivers in 
the region. 

Main said the society sees RDCK 
ownership of the property as a way 
to secure its future as a public park. 
Other benefits are that the park would 
be eligible for annual funding from the 
RDCK and that the society directors 
and members would not carry as big a 
responsibility.

Upon transfer of ownership, the 
RDCK will set up a Rosebery Parklands 
regional park commission to advise 
the RDCK board on park management 
issues. One of the conditions of the 
transfer put forward by the society is 

that the majority of the people sitting 
on the commission will be society 
members.

The RDCK and the society have 
generally agreed to five covenants, and 
are now waiting for the lawyers to write 
them up. The following is the gist of the 
five covenants: that the property does not 
decrease in size; that it is not transferred 
away from the RDCK unless it is given 
to an appropriate land conservancy or 
park management group; that it will be 
a non-motorized park; that there will 
be no shoreline development for public 
or private moorage; and that there will 
be no further easements across park 
property.

by Jan McMurray
The fifth Nakusp Music 

Festival is happening July 18-20. 
If you don’t have your tickets yet, 
call 1-877-265-5565 now because 
there will be no ticket sales at the 
gate.

Another option is to sign up 
as a volunteer and receive the 
many benefits – a free weekend 
pass, meals and drinks during 
shifts, a T-shirt, and a chance to 
win many wonderful prizes in 
daily draws. The minimum age for 
volunteers is 15. Apply online at 
www.nakuspmusicfest.ca or stop 
by the office at 619 Broadway in 
Nakusp.

This little festival has grown 
into something big for our area, 
and it’s no wonder – it offers an 
experience that is truly unlike 
any other. What sets it apart is its 
family atmosphere. There really 
is something for everyone in the 
eclectic line-up of high-calibre 
bands and family entertainment, 
and also among the vendors.

Paul Rodgers, the hottest 
commodity in rock and roll today, 
headlines Sunday night as a solo 
act. Rodgers was lead singer of 
Free, Bad Company and The Firm 
(with Jimmy Page) and is now with 
Queen. Last weekend, Rodgers 
performed with Queen at Nelson 
Mandela’s birthday party in South 
Africa. Last year, he received a 
standing ovation as Led Zeppelin’s 
opening act in London, UK. After 

the Paul Rodgers show Sunday 
night at the Music Fest, there will 
be a short but significant fireworks 
display.

Smash Mouth headlines 
Saturday night. This rock band 
is best known for the hit single 
‘Walkin’ on the Sun’ and the 
soundtrack of 2001’s hit movie 
Shrek.

Kenny Shields and Streetheart 
are the main attraction Friday 
night. This Canadian band has an 
impressive 30-year career, with 
gold and platinum albums, a Juno 
award and induction into the Hall 
of Fame.

Other bands at the festival 
are Prism, The Commitments, 
Honeymoon Suite, Gin Blossoms, 
Aaron Pritchet, Johnny Reid, old 
favourites Skavenjah, MerQury 
and BC/DC, and many more.

Wandering the grounds this 
year will be James Hanson the 
magician and the hilarious Colossal 
Canadian Couple. The climbing 
wall, Shrek Castle, Science World 
and San Francisco Rush simulator 
machines will be set up in the ‘Kids 
Zone’ on Saturday and Sunday. 
On the nearby beach, the amazing 
David Ducharme of Winlaw will 
do sand sculpture, and Endless 
Adventure from South Slocan will 
offer kayak and canoe rides. 

Why not come to Nakusp on 
Thursday the 17th to catch two 
comedians and a magician who 
will rotate their shows at three 

different downtown venues – the 
Leland, the Kuskanax and Three 
Lions Pub – starting about 9 pm. 
Also for the first time this year, 

camping on the festival grounds 
will be available on Thursday 
night.

Festivities get underway 

officially on Friday, with the 
Trail Pipe Band marching down 
Nakusp’s main street to the festival 
grounds at 5 pm. 

Nakusp Music Fest set to rock and roll July 18-20 – last call for tickets

Paul Rodgers, the hottest commodity in rock and roll today, headlines Sunday night as a solo act.
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by Jan McMurray
People in the Burton area 

have been rallying together 
in opposition to independent 
power projects (IPPs) ever 
since they found out that water 
licence applications have been 
filed for seven creeks in their 
backyards.

First, Area K Director Paul 
Peterson put his ‘Creeks for sale’ 
signs beside several creeks in 
the Arrow Lakes area to bring 
attention to the issue. 

Next, the Burton Seniors 

Association passed a resolution 
calling for a moratorium on the 
licencing of rivers and creeks 
for IPPs until there is full public 
consultation and studies done, 
and for the repeal of the 2002 
Energy Plan and Bill 30. The 
resolution passed at the regional 
and provincial levels, and will 
now go to the Premier.

The latest is that they have 
decided to form the Arrow Lakes 
Environmental Stewardship 
Society as an umbrella group 
“to push this issue,” according to 

spokesperson Alice Watson.
The biggest  show of 

community opposition so far 
was on June 19, when Hydromax 
Energy held an open house 
about their proposed IPP on 
Caribou Creek. People came 
out in droves to catch the last 
hour of the open house and to 
stay for the community meeting 
that followed.

Hydromax is planning a 
17 MW project, which would 
produce enough power for 5,700 
homes. The company plans to 

respond to the most recent BC 
Hydro call for power, and has 
until October or November 
to do this. They hope to start 
construction in September 2009 
and be producing power in 2011. 
Over the next year, they are getting 
their permitting and approvals, 
and their environmental studies 
and engineering done. The 
company is owned by the City 
of Calgary and has one IPP 
operating about 40 kms north 
of Vancouver and another under 
construction about 55 kms north 

of Vancouver.
At the public meeting 

afterwards, only one person 
spoke in favour of the proposed 
project. His point was that 
the project was bringing some 
industry into the area and would 
pay taxes. “There is nothing evil 
here,” he said.

Area K Director Paul 
Peterson confirmed that the 
company would pay taxes, but 
pointed out that those tax dollars 
would not benefit people from 
Burton because there are not 

many services in Burton.
Tom Rankin from Save 

Our Rivers Society was at the 
meeting and wanted to be sure 
people understood that there 
was evil involved. “These deals 
are free to the developer. The 
people of BC pay the entire cost,” 
he said. He explained that BC 
Hydro guarantees the IPPs an 
excellent price over a long term 
for their power. “It’s very evil, 
because we have a public system 
that is protected from NAFTA. 
This is a subtle way of breaking 
out of the public system. There is 
no return to the public.”

Rankin indicated that the 
power generated from IPPs 
would go to the US. “When a 
power line is connected to the 
grid today, it is controlled by 
the US government. BCTC 
has agreed with the US Energy 
Security department that they 
get first dibs,” he said.

Rankin concluded by saying 
that the company needs a water 
licence and land tenure to go 
ahead. “Do you need 17 MW of 
power? Do you know what you 
need? The land and the water.”

Leon Pendleton, federal 
NDP candidate for Kootenay-
Columbia, said that privatizing 
BC Hydro was the ultimate goal. 
“We will pay for these IPPs, and 
the money the private company 
makes will be sent out of this 
province.” He said conservation 
creates jobs and “there’s a lot we 
could do there.”

Others spoke about their 
distrust of government and 
their disappointment in the 
open house format chosen by 
Hydromax.

At the end of the meeting, 
the group brainstormed actions 
they could take. There was a 
petition, which Director Peterson 
said he wanted to bring to the 
July RDCK meeting and ask 
that a plebiscite be held on the 
issue during the November 15 
local government elections. He 
also said he would give $100 to 
any group that wanted to make 
a sign like his ‘Creeks for sale’ 
signs. Other suggestions were 
to write letters, join the Burton 
Seniors or other organization, 
form an organization, sign up 
with COPE’s Take Back the 
Power campaign, make this 
an election issue in May 2009, 
contact the media, and attend 
the upcoming open houses for 
the Glacier/Howser project in the 
Lardeau area north of Kaslo.

Opposition to IPPs gathering momentum in Burton and area

by Jan McMurray
The illegal dumping site 

found up Airy Road in Passmore 

was cleaned up on June 28.
Eleven local volunteers and 

five pickup trucks did the job in 
three or four hours.

“It went really well,” 
reported volunteer Simon 
Raits. “Everyone jumped in 
and it went way faster than we 
thought. It goes quick with lots 
of people involved.”

Two truckloads were taken 
to the Castlegar dump, two 
truckloads were taken to the 

Slocan transfer station, and one 
truckload of used oil containers 
were taken to Simon’s house 
to be stored until the recycling 
company can pick them up.

Area H Director Don 
Munro came up with money 
for the tipping fees, and for 
refreshments for the volunteers, 
as well. Simon’s mother, 
Lorraine Raits, also came 
through with beer and snacks 
for the crew.

“There’s still no sign of 
who did this,” reported Simon. 
“It’s a diverse range of garbage 
with no real identifying marks. 
It’s baffled everyone who has 
seen it.”

Simon says they will keep 
an eye on the site and “hopefully 
they won’t do it again.”

Environment Canada was 
called when the site was first 
discovered in early May. Simon 
reports that a representative 
went up and did some soil 
testing, but the results were not 
toxic enough to warrant their 
involvement.

Volunteers take time out to clean up illegal Airy Creek dump site
The site, two kilometres up 

Airy Road, just past the Camp 
5 fork, was discovered by a 
local cyclist. The garbage was 
dumped down a steep bank 
leading into Airy Creek, which 
is the water source for Upper 
Passmore residents.

Local volunteers clean up an illegal dumping site up Airy Road in Passmore.

by Jan McMurray
The first draft of the Area 

H North OCP was presented 
at a public meeting on June 
16 by Area H Director Don 
Munro and Meeri Durand 
from the RDCK planning 
department. 

People were encouraged 
to submit their comments 
on the draft by July 10, 
when the Advisory Planning 
Commission (APC) would 
be meeting next. The draft is 
available at www.rdck.bc.ca. 

Any questions can be directed 
to Durand at 250-352-8162 or 
mdurand@rdck.bc.ca.

M u n r o  o p e n e d  t h e 
meeting, saying this was the 
best turnout yet in this round 
of meetings up and down the 
valley. “We really appreciate 
the interest shown up here,” 
he said, adding that there has 
been almost 100% attendance 
at APC meetings during the 
process.

In response to questions 
from the public, Durand 

explained that the OCP does 
not have any direct regulatory 
control over crown land, 
but can provide guidance to 
provincial agencies about 
what happens on crown land. 
Munro said that the OCP 
gives the RDCK “a stronger 
leg to stand on” with the 
Province, and said they had 
been successful in stopping 
two gravel pit proposals that 
were going to be put in next 
to new subdivisions.

Durand described the 

OCP as a visionary document 
that does not have much 
regulatory power. To give 
the OCP teeth, she said the 
community might want to 
have a zoning bylaw, a park 
plan and a transportation 
plan.

The goal is to adopt 
the OCP in November. At 
the final public hearing just 
before the OCP is adopted, 
the community will be asked 
if it would like a zoning bylaw. 
Durand said the parks plan and 

transportation plan typically 
are very involved processes 
that could take several years.

There was concern about 
some of the language in the 
document about the lakeshore. 
Munro said they had been 
working closely with the 
Slocan Lake Stewardship 
Society and would be looking 
at recommendations the 
society would be bringing 
forward to the APC.

There was a question 
about whether or not the 

OCP could deal with water 
licences allowing people 
to draw large amounts of 
water from the lake. Another 
person wondered if the plan 
could address issues with 
community sewage systems, 
which have been known to fail 
over time and be abandoned.

There were many positive 
comments about the document, 
including an enthusiastic thank 
you for the “unequivocal 
language” around houseboats 
and jet skis.

Area H North Official Community Plan ready for comment

Photo Credit
Many thanks to Bryan Anglin/

jbaimages.com for providing 
the photograph of the Nakusp 
Secondary School graduating 
class, and to Vogue Studio for 
the photo of the Mount Sentinel 
class. We ran these photos in our 
last issue (June 19, 2008).
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by Jan McMurray
Hydromax, proponents of a proposed 

IPP on Caribou Creek in Burton, received 
48 comment sheets from people who 
attended the open house held June 19 at 
the Burton Hall.

Dennis  El ias ,  Manager  of 
Stakeholder Relations, reported that 
the top concerns were fish and wildlife 
and the privatization issue. General 
environmental concerns came next, 
followed by general water concerns. Tied 
for fourth were community benefits and 
the siting of the transmission line.

“We can respond to project specific 

concerns, but we are not in a position 
to respond to the concerns around the 
BC Energy Plan,” said Elias. “The Plan 
is what it is and we are trying to work 
within those guidelines.”

On environmental concerns, Elias 
said the company intends to update 
the community through meetings and 
newsletters as their studies progress and 
more information becomes available.

“Hopefully we’ll put to rest some of 
the concerns about fish when our study 
is completed,” he said.

He mentioned a waterfall that is a 
trouble spot for fish, and that is located 

between the proposed weir and power 
station. “People suggested that we install 
a fish ladder there and that’s the kind of 
thing we like to incorporate.”

Elias also said that there are about 
50 approvals to get before building a run 
of river project. “We are pretty genuine 
in our commitment to make sure the 
impacts are minimized, and there are 
checks and balances from other agencies 
like the Department of Fisheries and 
Oceans and the Ministry of Environment 
that make sure we do things right.”

Some people thought the company 
was planning to block off the road, and 

Elias said this was completely untrue. 
He said another misconception was that 
the project would bring no benefit to the 
local community.

“We are very committed to becoming 
a part of the community and we want to 
be an active, contributing member. 
We’re looking at ways we could directly 
contribute to Burton,” he said and listed 
the many suggestions he had received 
from community members: improve 
Caribou Creek Road, improve the quality 
of the power in Burton, help purchase a 
fire truck, enhance the spawning areas, 
provide water to the community via a 

slipstream off the creek. He added that 
they would like to hire local people 
and buy materials locally during the 
construction effort.

Although the detailed engineering 
and design work has not been done, 
Jim Gemmill, Director of Project 
Development, provided a preliminary 
description of the project. It would 
include a weir measuring about three or 
four metres high, a four-kilometre-long 
penstock about 1.5 metres (five feet) in 
diameter, a powerhouse about 30 feet by 
40 feet, a small transformer yard and a 
transmission line about three kilometres 
long. He said that as a result of going 
door to door to speak with people living 
along the forestry road, the company 
is now looking at other routes for the 
transmission line. “Our first thinking 
was to put our transmission lines down a 
right-of-way that BC Hydro already has 
poles on, but when we talked to people, 
we found out we were not dealing with 
a public road allowance like we initially 
thought.”

Gemmill explained that Hydromax 
is owned by Enmax from Calgary, and 
is essentially the BC division of Enmax. 
The Enmax office is in Calgary and the 
Hydromax office is in Vancouver.

Hydromax reports on public input from Burton open house

by Jan McMurray
Several members of the Hughes 

Exploration Group management 
team were in town recently to check 
on their Klondike Silver properties 
in the Sandon area.

Klondike Silver owns 75% of 
the Slocan mining camp, including 
the Silvana, Wonderful and Hinckley 
Mines, seven other dormant mines and 
extensive exploration properties.

Richard Hughes, chairman of 
Hughes Exploration Group and 
president of Klondike Silver, reported 
that the company is getting the 
Hinckley Mine ready for production 
and has just completed rehabilitating 
the portal.

The Wonderful went into 
production about two months ago. 
Ore is being stockpiled and is 
expected to be milled in late fall.

The Silvana, historically one of 
the largest producing mines in the 
area, went back into production about 
a year ago, and it “will keep us busy 

for another 20 years,” commented 
Hughes. He says the average grade 
of ore coming out of the Silvana is 
14.5% combined lead-zinc and 14 
ozs of silver per tonne.

The mill has the capacity to 
produce 100-125 tonnes per day, but is 
not operating at full production. “We 
are slowly increasing production,” 
said Hughes.

A shipment of galena ore from 
one of Klondike Silver’s Yukon 
properties is expected to arrive in 
Sandon for milling in late July. 
Last year, this Yukon property – the 
Stump – produced 80 tonnes of ore 
that was milled in Sandon. This year, 
the company expects the Sandon mill 
to see 2500-3000 tonnes of galena 
from the Stump. The average grade 
of ore from the Stump is “very nice” 
– 40% lead-zinc and 40 ozs of silver 
per tonne.

Hughes is very optimistic about 
the future of the Slocan camp. 
“Ninety per cent of the ground here 

is covered by overburden and trees, 
so we expect to find a lot of new ore 
shoots through modern technology 
and extensive trenching.” 

Dave Goode is in charge of 
exploration and works out of the 
Rosebery office, with eight people 
working under him. Len Palmer is 
the mine manager and looks after 
the mill, mine and office in Sandon. 
There are 17 people in Palmer’s 
department.

“We want to find more mines 
here to put into production and 
employ a lot more people. We would 
be happy to talk to anyone with an 
interesting silver property,” said 
Hughes.

Hughes estimates that the 
company brings $1.5 million annually 
to the local economy just through its 
payroll, and the supplies and services 
it purchases locally.

Klondike Silver also has 
properties in the Yukon, Ontario 
and Mexico, and is one of nine 

mining companies in the Hughes 
Exploration Group. Richard Hughes 
has been very successful in the 
field of mineral exploration and has 
brought four mines into production 
– the famous Hemlo gold mine in 
Ontario and three gold mines in 
Quebec.

Klondike Silver going strong in Sandon - three mines in production

Richard Hughes, president of Klondike 
Silver, displays an 80-lb. galena rock 
that one of his team members found.
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Legalize 
Marijuana

Regarding the letter by Larry 
Greenlaw in the June 19 edition of the 
Valley Voice, I agree with Mr. Greenlaw 
that marijuana should be legalized. 
Under the current situation, most of 
the proceeds derived from marijuana 
cultivation end up in the hands of 
Organized Crime.  Legalization would 
remove this source of revenue from 
criminal gangs and could result in 
significant tax revenues which would 
reduce the current tax burden on 
all of us.  Mr. Greenlaw should be 
commended for taking this stand.

Bob Froese
Kaslo

Non-resident 
property tax 
grab

I read with dismay the intent 
of Mayor Jim Holland in Kaslo to 
suggest increasing the taxes of those 
so-called “Dark Houses” properties 
with the intent to financially punish 
absentee owners. They are already 
penalized by not qualifying for the 
home owner grant! What is next, to 
penalize business owners not open 
enough hours to keep him happy? 
I own the White Goat Gallery in 
downtown Kaslo, and the lights are 
on when I deem it in my own interest 
to do so, as is my right as the taxpayer 
and owner. I already pay more than 
$5,000 a year in taxes, plus water, 
plus power, plus heat, plus sewer, plus 
insurance, plus garbage pickup, plus, 
plus, plus.

When are these greedy politicians 
going to leave us alone? Enough 
already!!! 

Rick Taylor
Kaslo

Why are Seniors’ 
Property Taxes 
so high?

I have today paid my 2008 property 
tax bill. Going over this document and 
comparing it to the 2007 bill, I notice 

the following points:
1. The village budget appears to 

have risen by 11.16% year on year.
2. My own taxes as a senior have 

risen by 28.96%.
I would like to know
a. why the budget increase is so 

much more than the annual inflation 
rate and

b. why my taxes as a senior should 
be so disproportionately higher than 
other landowners in the village.

I need not remind you that seniors 
such as myself on fixed incomes 
are powerless as they watch their 
purchasing power erode in the face of 
rising costs.

It has been bandied about in the 
village that we should attempt to 
protect ourselves with an alternative 
tax model. I would propose that 
we adopt an alternative tax model 
for seniors such as is done in other 
jurisdictions where the seniors’ tax 
bills are frozen while they reside in 
one place.

Hugh Sinclair
Kaslo

Free Market - 
Human Bondage

In a recent newspaper article, 
Alex Atamanenko, MP stated that 
BC and federal governments believe 
that a free market brings prosperity 
to all. He also pointed out that it 
hasn’t, and that “something is not 
right.” That “something” is that 
business conducted without any 
social restraints wants to squeeze 
every last drop of work from workers 
for the lowest possible wages. To 
this end, corporations lobbied for, 
and got, big cuts in the social safety 
net and an appreciable level of 
unemployment to make workers 
frightened of losing their jobs, 
however poorly paid.

Corporations formed the World 
Trade Organization to further free up 
the market from all constraints. Any 
negative effects on human happiness 
and communities are not considered 
relevant factors. The WTO does 
nothing to ensure decency and 

responsibility in corporate actions, 
but exists to force governments to 
dismantle any laws that impede 
profit-making. Corporations want 
laws scrapping human rights, rolling 
back environmental regulations, 
diminishing national sovereignty 
and hollowing out democracy to a 
facade. What do the corporations 
do with their free market victories? 
Some CEOs award themselves 
over 300 times the wages of their 
lowest paid workers; factories are 
closed in Canada and production 
outsourced to sweat shops in third 
world countries; myopic obsession 
with quick profits, coupled with 
no government oversight, creates 
disasters like the US housing market 
crash; huge corporations like Enron 
become utterly corrupt; government-
favoured firms like Halliburton make 
obscene profits from the perpetual 
war we are supposed to believe is 
about terrorism.

This is the reality of the “free 
market” at work, whatever the 
ideological rhetoric says. Unless we 
vote in a party that genuinely values 
human needs very soon, the market’s 
“invisible hand” will close into a fist 
around all but the very rich. 

Keith Newberry
Slocan

RE:  Kaslo Mayor 
moves forward 
with alternative 
property tax ideas

I was very disturbed to read that 
the Mayor of Kaslo is promoting a 
new tax idea which can be levied 
against part-time residents in Kaslo. 
He said these “DARK HOUSES” 
need more policing because people 
only occupy them for short weeks 
or months each year. He proudly 
proclaimed that they should pay 
extra taxes. 

This sounds to me like desperate 
politicians who have taxed everyone 
and everything to death and are still 
not satisfied. Part-time residents do 
not even get the full benefit of the 
taxes they pay now.

What about the jobs that were 
created while their homes were 
built?  What about all the building 
supplies that were purchased locally? 
How much money is spent by these 
people each year in our shops and 
restaurants, all of it supporting our 
merchants and indirectly all of us?

To use some feeble excuse like 
increased policing suggests we 
would not have petty criminals 
if it were not for these part-time 

Likes Slocan 
Public Works

We bought our home in the 
Village of Slocan about five years 
ago and have come to appreciate 
how fortunate we are to have such 
excellent people in the Public Works 
Department.

Jerry Simmons was the Public 
Works Foreman when we arrived 
in Slocan.  He promptly located 
the survey stakes for us and was 
helpful in answering our questions 
concerning the water line and so 
on. His biggest accomplishments 
include the creation of Slocan’s 
beautiful Springer Creek RV Park 
and Campground as well as taking 
the lead in the establishment and 
operation of the state of the art water 
treatment and filtration plant. He was 
also involved in establishing Slocan’s 
new double boat launch, breakwater 
and dock. We extend our best wishes 
to Jerry in his retirement.

Tim Hill has taken over as Public 
Works Foreman and is doing a fine 
job maintaining the high level of 
excellence established over the 
years. Tim has a wonderful crew 
consisting of Glen Solecki, Lachlan 
McGreal and Dan McKinnon. Our 
best wishes also go to Len Booth 
who retired from Public Works a few 
years ago. We have always enjoyed 
the friendly waves and smiles as they 
pass by mowing or snow plowing, 
etc. They are courteous and go out 
of their way to remove, from the 
entrances of driveways, the snow 
banks left by the plow. We have 

Just say no to 
IPPs

I’ve awakened (& hope more of 
us will) to the potential degradation 
of two pristine creeks flowing out 
of the Purcells, north of Argenta, 
into the Duncan Reservoir. Axor 
Corporation has a licence to divert up 
to 80% of Howser & Glacier Creeks 
for hydroelectricity through room-
size tunnels for 15 km, to be released 
not back into the creek beds but into 
Duncan Lake. Can you imagine what 
those creeks will be like after this?! 
Also can you imagine the 91.7 km 
swath through the forests covering 
the Purcell Mountains, to build 
transmission lines to Invermere?

And what for? To create power in 
spring when it’s not needed here. Yet 
the US needs it for air conditioning, 
& believe me that’s where it’ll be 
sold (read June 21 article by Scott 
Simpson www.vancouversun.com 
re the huge plans US utilities have of 
tapping into our province’s electricity 
grid). Such IPPs as Axor’s on these 2 
creeks can sell their expected power 
to the public-owned BC Hydro, for 
about 88 cents/KWh, which BC 
Hydro can probably sell to the US 
for about 55 cents/KWh. And we 
British Columbians, the stakeholders 
& ratepayers of BC Hydro, will 
have to cover that gap through our 
increased rates.

And who says more power is 
needed? Independent research has 
confirmed that there is quite enough 
electricity within the province until 
at least 2016. We have time to plan 
for our energy future by considering 
carefully local and cumulative 
environmental effects; we have time 

residents. What about the residents 
who go south each year for three or 
four or even five months? Are these 
“dark houses” going to be taxed 
next? What about leaving for three or 
four weeks of vacation? How much 
extra tax should that be? Maybe 
if you leave for a long weekend a 
simple fine would be sufficient.  

Part-time residents support our 
community in various ways. They 
already pay higher home insurance 
and travel costs to come and enjoy 
our community for a few months 
each year. Maybe they will eventually 
retire here. This tax infers that they 
are not welcome and should take 
their plans and dollars elsewhere.

These kinds of tax initiatives are 
counter-productive, discriminatory 
and blatantly unfair. Every tax 
payer in our community should be 
concerned because maybe the next 
new tax idea will be aimed at you.

Bruce Freeman
Kaslo

lived in a lot of other places over the 
years and always had to clean up the 
driveway ourselves after the snow 
plow went by.

These men handle a wide 
variety of projects with ease, such 
as: waterworks, construction, 
maintenance and repairs, garbage 
pickup, village clean-up campaigns 
and everything else they do to 
keep things beautiful and working 
properly. We have really enjoyed 
their positive attitude and sense of 
humour.

It is difficult to describe in words 
just how special these people are. It 
is a throwback to the good old days 
when we were growing up in small 
towns back east in the 1950s. In this 
modern age, such qualities have 
become priceless.

John and Doris Sarjeant
Slocan

continued on page 5
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for meaningful community input; 
and we have time to ensure true 
conservation remains a cornerstone 
of any new energy policy.

I urge everyone to become 
informed about  IPPs,  these 
Independent Power Projects 
springing up around our province, 
which will devastate our rivers, 
create un-needed power, make a 
few rich, while we pay for increased 
hydro rates. Find info at the following 
websites: http://saveourrivers.ca, 
www.publicpowerbc.ca, www.
citizensforpublicpower.ca.

Check out how many rivers 
already are at risk at http://www.
ippwatch.info & turn out for the 
public environmental assessment 
meetings near you, to ask pertinent 
questions & ask for a moratorium.

Karen Pidcock 
Kaslo

Cell service could 
bring prosperity 
to New Denver - 
NOT!

Visitor Ms. Ratcliffe is really 
inconvenienced by New Denver’s 
lack of cell phone service. Indeed, 
according to her, any downturn in 
the local economy has nothing to do 
with a terribly cool/wet spring, the 
price of gas, border difficulties, the 
high Canadian dollar, the sagging 
credit economy based on inflated 
real estate values,  closed down 
mines and mills, holders of forest 
tenure who prefer to get into real 
estate speculation instead of logging 
and producing products from wood 
fiber, nope, it’s simply the result of 
not having cell phone service.

Horror stories like hers of 
breaking down between here and 
Kaslo make me wonder how I 
ever used to commute daily in all 
seasons to Kaslo from New Denver 
to work or indeed how New Denver 
and Silverton EVER managed to 
survive over one hundred years 
each. Depending on just where Ms. 
Ratcliffe experienced mechanical 
difficulties enroute back to Balfour 
it is highly unlikely that she would 
have been able to use her cell 
phone even with service in New 
Denver. TV reception and radio 
reception, both coming from the 
same towers in the same location, 
deteriorate to nothing very quickly 
beyond Denver Siding and even 
Hills doesn’t get much of a signal 
from the towers at the mouth of 
Carpenter Creek. Driving that route 
everyday I soon learned that my 
radio station disappeared almost 
as soon as I was out of town and 
I could only pick it up again on a 
different frequency when almost 
entering Kaslo. 

Highway 31A is hardly the 
wilderness and it’ll be a cool day in 
Hades before there is cell coverage 
all the way from New Denver to 
Kaslo. People who think cell service 
from a small tower at the LOWEST 
possible location for miles around 
will serve much other than central 

New Denver (downtown and the 
orchard), are deluding themselves. 
Ms. Ratcliffe’s experience would 
have been almost identical even if 
New Denver had the highly over-
rated benefit of cell phone service. 
She still would have had to get into 
(almost downtown) New Denver 
in order to use her wonder phone. 
Doesn’t she realize she would still 
be without cell coverage most of 
the way between New Denver and 
Kaslo, or Nakusp and New Denver, 
for that matter?  

Randall Kewen
New Denver

Likes Planning
Area D’s previous RDCK 

director, Larry Greenlaw, wants 
us to suppose that a 43% response 
rate to the RDCK questionnaire 
on planning signifies that a very 
large proportion of the other 57% 
of non-respondents are opposed to 
any planning (Letter June 19). Most 
survey experts believe that any 
response rate over 33% is a good 
basis for drawing conclusions about 
attitudes in general. I guess they are 
wrong then?

I am one of Mr. Greenlaw’s 
“small special interest group—hell 
bent on imposing” . . . democratic 
will on future land use. I responded 
to the RDCK questionnaire, so I 
cannot offer myself as proof about 
how non-responders feel. But I 
offer the following impressive data 
suggesting that apparently every 
person who did not respond to the 
questionnaire was and is in favour 
of both (1) “environmental impact 
nonsense” and (2) that care should 
be taken in all future development 
that takes place in Area D.

I was in the Kaslo bakery and 
I overheard two residents talking 
about the questionnaire. One said 
“Oh I didn’t have time to respond: 
I was too busy trying to find a job 
and I figured everyone else would 
agree with me that we need to 
conserve our water, our forests, and 
other commercial necessities for life 
here.” The other answered, “I didn’t 
respond either. All my friends agreed 
that the results would show Area D 
residents weren’t going to be stupid 
about exploiting local resources to 
satisfy corporate shareholders living 
far away, so we spent our time trying 
to figure out how to deal with global 
warming.”

100% of these two randomly 
selected non-respondents overheard 
at the bakery show the Mr. Greenlaw’s 
“other 57%” are massively behind 
this democratic process. Their special 
interest is in seeing Area D avoid in 
the future some of the problems 
that Mr. Greenlaw identified from 
the past. Apparently, the Planning 
Questionnaire exhibits exactly the 
kind of leadership Area D needs.

Barney Gilmore
Woodbury

IPPs steal the 
commons

June 14/2008 a public meeting 
was held at the Balfour Hall to 
educate locals in regards to the many 

Bring on the 
carbon tax

James Hansen is a NASA scientist 
who recently was prominent in the 
news as the Bush administration 
attempted to muzzle him by directing 
NASA not to put him front and 
centre as their media spokesperson 
on aspects of the global warming 
issue. NASA backed him, and he is 
still speaking out. He has now said 
that the CEOs of the large fossil fuel 
companies will one day be on trial 
for crimes against humanity because 
they have knowingly campaigned to 
distort what is known about global 
warming for the last 20 years in the 
same way that tobacco companies 
did with their product, and he will 

continued from page 4 Independent Power Projects (IPP)
that are coming our way; particularly 
the Glacier/Howser creek diversion. 
Turned out to be a NDP rally, related 
to this issue. It appears the provincial 
NDP have taken up a late charge to 
help elect themselves in the next 
provincial election. Mr. Evans had 
stated at a similar spring meeting 
in Slocan Park that he had only just 
heard of the IPPs six months earlier. 
That was a bit disconcerting as this 
public commons theft, has been more 
or less raging for four years.

The hall was full, including the 
two proponets for the Glacier/Howser 
project Neil and Sean Murphy, they 
quietly listened to the many ideas and 
comments people brought forward 
to stop their project. My hope was 
Mr. Evans would point out who 
these men were and give folks a 
chance to ask the “horses mouth” 
direct questions regarding our water 
resources. Realizing Mr. Evans was 
not going ask these people to identify 
themselves; I took it upon myself 
to point them out. I was quickly 
reprimanded by Mr. Evans: “We are 
not here to denigrate people, they are 
private citizens and have every right 
to remain silent.”

Well, that was hard to figure, but 
it does fit nicely with BC socialism: 
which enjoys playing ping pong 
with capitalist/socialist ideals, to suit 
whichever rhetoric will glean the 
most votes come election day. 

By and by, Neil Murphy when 
asked by others in the meeting, did get 
up and tell us where the open houses 
meeting would be for the Glacier/
Howser public theft: Meadow Creek, 
Kaslo and Inveremere. No meeting 
in Nelson. Mr Murphy told us he 
was not able to have a meeting in 
Nelson as the BC Environmental 
Assessment Office decided where to 
hold open house meetings. 

This seemed a bit odd, so I 
checked with this office and found 
out that they had not finished the 
30 day review of the project and 
no locations had been chosen. That 
leaves the question of how the 
proponent already had locations 
apparently chosen by the above-
mentioned bureaucrats. Perhaps Mr. 
Evans or someone from his office 
might politely ask Mr. Murphy how 
the “cart got before the horse.” 

Tom Prior
Nelson 

be testifying against them.  A link 
to Hansen’s statement on this and 
his assessment of the current state 
of knowledge about global warming: 
http://www.countercurrents.org/
hansen250608.htm

Here is what Hansen says in that 
statement, about carbon taxes:

“A price on emissions that cause 
harm is essential. Yes, a carbon 
tax. Carbon tax with 100 percent 
dividend is needed to wean us 
off fossil fuel addiction. Tax and 
dividend allows the marketplace, 
not politicians, to make investment 
decisions.

“...The entire tax must be returned 
to the public, an equal amount to each 
adult, a half-share for children....

“Carbon tax with 100 per cent 
dividend is non-regressive. On the 
contrary, you can bet that low and 
middle income people will find 
ways to limit their carbon tax and 
come out ahead. Profligate energy 
users will have to pay for their 
excesses.”

What he is describing is exactly 
what the Liberals have enacted 
in BC.  The Liberals have started 
with tiny amounts of tax, just as 
Hansen thinks is the way to gain 
understanding and acceptance. As 
people come to understand that a 
tax like this will actually return the 
money to them, and that they can 
then use this money to invest in ways 
that will result in their paying less 
tax and enable them to help address 
this global problem, more people 
will support increasing it to effective 
levels that will help eliminate all 
carbon emissions.

The NDP were so outraged as 
the Liberals passed this tax into law 
that some of their MLAs stood and 
turned their backs to the Liberals 
in the Legislature. I suggest the 
NDP wake up and stop serving the 
corporate interests Hansen believes 
he will be testifying against one day 
in a crimes against humanity trial.

David Lewis
Crescent Valley

Cockrell comments 
on process

“Okay you guys”, said Belinda, “but 
do you have a better suggestion than the 
surveys? There has to be some sort of a 
process you know.”

Cell phones are 
not the answer

A visitor, Shirley Ratcliff, 
from Balfour lectures residents of 
New Denver concerned about cell 
phone health hazards that we are 
denying others the convenience 
of wireless phones for “totally 
unfounded reasons.” I wonder what 
this visitor makes of the Valley Voice 
publications of letters and articles 
setting out health hazards reported 
by scientists and medical doctors 
from all over the world. Or if she is 
ignoring over 1000 pages of these 
alarming reports available on our 
website www.vws.org.

However, as to the specifics 
of her letter, she could not have 
used a cell phone way out (several 
kilometres) on Highway 31A, 
because the proposed transmitter’s 
range is line-of-sight and wouldn’t 
extend beyond the flats above New 
Denver.

The visitor intones a typical 
head-in-the-sand view which says 

if you don’t want a cell phone, 
“don’t buy one, and don’t use the 
darned thing.” If only it were so 
simple. But presuming this visitor 
has missed all the publications on 
this matter, she must not know that 
the health hazards of cell phone use 
don’t only extend to the users, they 
are also inflicted on bystanders. The 
further the distance from the tower, 
the stronger will be the radiation. 
And, besides, the plume of radiation 
from the tower itself is constant and 
extends in all directions, out into 
the nearby children’s playground 
in Centennial Park as well as our 
residential areas. These residents 
and children would have no choice 
from being subject to the ill effects 
now established to be caused by cell 
phone transmitters.

The Vancouver School board 
will not allow a cell phone tower 
within 300 metres of a school or 
playground. There is a reason for all 
this concern which our visitor either 
doesn’t know or chooses to ignore. 
But – to take up the other aspect of 
her letter – to propose that businesses 
are failing because visitors can’t use 
their cell phones reflects something 
of the cell phone addiction that is 
making such a mess of societal and 
community relations. And I don’t 
believe businesses are failing, rather 
that tourism will be improved by 
people fleeing the intrusive yakity- 
yak of cell phone usage.

Unfortunately, those who 
want certain conveniences, which 
have been demonstrated to inflict 
health hazards to others, can often 
function in a truth-proof capsule 
of willed ignorance. No amount of 
information as to dangers, howsoever 
corroborated by scientific studies, 
makes a difference. But to use such 
a position to lecture concerned 
citizens in our community about their 
selfishness really goes too far.

Lastly, the Village administration 
of New Denver is fighting the cell 
tower installation, the Chamber of 
Commerce has come out against 
it, as have a number of community 
groups. This suggests substantial 
reasons for New Denver’s resistance. 
Insisting on the personal convenience 
of a cell phone while ignoring its 
impact on the health of others and 
the evidence reported repeatedly in 
this newspaper, is very misguided. 
Anyone’s potential safety must not 
be obtained at the expense of actual 
health hazards inflicted day and 
night on a community which has 
spent some time learning about the 
dangers. Given this, perhaps Ms. 
Ratcliff will spend the time to learn 
about the actual causes and issues 
behind New Denver’s resistance to 
cell phones.

Richard Caniell
Valhalla Committee for 
Environmental Health

continued on page 6
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Evans slightly 
“Green”?

Our departing MLA has made 
a few “Green” remarks recently; 
especially his concern about IPPs 
is very touching. He wasn’t too 
concerned about logging the 
watersheds but IPPs are bad. One 
has to wonder what the difference 
is between trashing a Watershed 
by logging or by building Power 
Projects.

One also has to wonder why the 
NDP did not legislate protection for 
the Creeks and Streams when they 
were in power. Ah, that would have 

interfered with logging and that was 
verboten. 

I remember very well over the 
years how Evans sneered at water 
users who tried to protect their 
watersheds against the devastation 
called: “logging practices.”

And supporters of the Valhalla 
Society were categorized as Cult 
Members.

Mr. Evans: They were not against 
sustainable, select logging; they were 
against “clearcut-logging”!

But, with a logging-mentality, all 
non-timber values became secondary 
and supporting the phony LRUP 
process in the Slocan Valley was 
the pinnacle of hypocrisy and 
deception.

The NDP had a chance to 
steer away from clearcutting and 
destroying the forests, devastating 
watersheds, diminishing wildlife but 
they failed miserably.

It’s ironic that the major Forest 
Companies, who received the timber 
for next to nothing, have disappeared 
and we are left with the mess: An 
industry in shambles, vanished old-
growth forests and dysfunctioning 
ecosystems.

Other accomplishments were a 
Forest Practices Code that neither 
helped Industry nor Environment 
and Community Forest Boards that 
became a way of pitting neighbour 
against neighbour with the pretence 
that the community actually has 
decision-making power. Not so. The 
volume of cut and the time-period is 
still determined by the MoF.

Fish Farms are another example 
of NDP-incompetence. They just 
simply ignored the warnings about 
the dangers to the wild Salmon. 
Minister of Fisheries? What a joke.

Another legacy for the Slocan 
Valley is the never-ending stream of 
Chip Trucks.

The NDP Government had a 
chance to accept the recommendations 
from the Independent Commission 
formed by the Celgar Review Panel 
to use Barges for the Trucks from 
Revelstoke down the Arrow Lakes 
to Castlegar.

The Commission found that, 
not only from an environmental 
point of view to reduce pollution 
and congestion, even economically, 
barging was the best option.

Wi t h  t y p i c a l  p o l i t i c a l 
incompetence, the NDP didn’t 
implement  th is  outs tanding 
solution.

So ,  today,  you  have  an 
unbelievable amount of Chip Trucks 
wearing out Hwy 6, polluting the 
air, adding congestion and creating 
safety problems.

The NDP was as incompetent, 
self-serving and corrupt as any other 
Party.

Fiscal mismanagement, no 
long-term vision, and certainly no 
understanding that the environment 
is the most important life-support 
system. 

R e a l i t i e s  l i k e  C l i m a t e 
Change, Global Warming, Crop 
Failures, Devastated Forests, Air 
Pollution, Ozone depletion, Water 
Contamination, etc. were all foretold 

by those pesky Environmentalists 
for many decades and now all of it 
is here. 

So, Mr. Evans, good luck to you 
and your Pension Plan; we’ll miss 
your speeches with those shades 
of green.

Gunter Retterath
Winlaw

Open letter to 
the Premier and 
Leaders of the 
NDP and Green 
Parties

Late last September I watched 
proudly as the Chair of the Regional 
District Central Kootenay, Gary 
Wright, was called to the podium 
at the Union of British Columbia 
Municipalities AGM to sign on to 
the BC Provincial Government’s 
Climate Action Charter. After being 
concerned about this issue for 
nearly 20 years, I thought that we 
had finally turned a corner where 
there was a society-wide consensus 
to act.

This spring when the BC Liberal 
government followed up on their 
promise to act with the introduction 
of a carbon tax (which will be 
implemented July 1, 2008), I again 
applauded the government for rolling 
out a plan, even though I felt it did 
not deal with all the issues, such as 
ending the $1 billion per year subsidy 
to the oil and gas industry in this 
province for example.

Most recently, however, I have 
been appalled by the latest reaction 
of the New Democratic Party and 
their leader Carole James. Instead 
of embracing the action plan and 
offering to work with the government 
to improve on it, under Ms James 
leadership the party has announced 
they will “axe the tax” and are now 
circulating a petition to that effect. 
As someone who grew up in Britain 
from 1950 to 1970, I will never 
forget the British Conservative and 
Labour Parties’ wasteful practice of 
dismantling each other’s programs 
as soon as they achieved electoral 
power.

With that in mind I am issuing 
a public plea to all card carrying 
Liberals in the Kootenay region, 
to tell the Premier that it is time to 
create an all party Committee on 
Action for Climate Change. Tell 
Premier Campbell that he has to 
listen to the legitimate concerns of 
the opposition and the public, and not 
just roll on as if there are no problems 
with his government’s plan.

Next I want to publicly ask all 
card carrying New Democrats to 
put aside their antagonism to Liberal 
policy on this issue and to tell their 
leader to send an olive branch to the 
Premier offering to help make BC’s 
Action Plan on Climate Change the 
best policy in North America.

Thirdly I want to ask members 
of both parties to ask the Premier to 
include some members of the Green 
Party on the Committee, so that we 
can have as close to one hundred 
per cent of the electorate as possible 

feeling that they are represented and 
involved in making the policies we 
all need to develop and implement 
in British Columbia. This climate 
change issue is far too important to 
be dragged into the arena of partisan 
political warfare as it will take the 
personal will of every citizen in 
British Columbia to help make the 
changes that are so necessary for our 
society to take.

So we do not need any of our 
political leaders in this province 
playing partisan politics, as our 
window of opportunity as a species 
and civilization to make and 
implement plans to slow global 
climate change is fast narrowing 
to zero. Please join with me in 
demanding that our respective 
political leaders take a step back and 
then reach out to each other to take 
the first steps towards developing 
a consensus plan for Action on 
Climate Change.

Andy Shadrack
Director Area D

“Does there?” asked Les. “Why? 
Where was the burning need to have a 
process at all? Was there a groundswell 
of public outcry for land use planning? 
My guess is this is simply what you 
suggest, a bunch of squeaky wheels 
slurpin’ up grease or gravy, more like. 
The Village did the same thing – sent 
out a bunch of goofy surveys with goofy 
questions (all at taxpayers’ expense). 
They got back only 45 surveys (about 
5%), and again, with no control over 
who filled them out or how many, 
and based on that, they okayed twenty 
grand to re-hash the OCP. Then they 
hired a used car salesman, from afar, 
presumably, because Kaslo residents 
are too stupid to author their own OCP, 
then, his firm built a dog and pony show 
designed to create the illusion of a fair 
and open process.

 “When old Area 51 ran for his 
position, he said, he ‘might review the 
appointed seat’ on the forest licence 
society board and the first thing he 
did was, within about a week, create 
a process. His process consisted of 
appointing himself and one of the many 
Betterneauxs to a three person ‘review 
panel’ and summarily shit canning 
a very knowledgeable forest licence 
society appointee. That particular 
Betterneaux, by the way, up and moved 
to the States shortly afterward! If I knew 
her address, I’d write and say thanks! 
Then, the mayor did exactly the same 
thing with the Village appointee.

“When the forest licence society 
board decided to fire the licence manager, 
one of their excuses was there had been 
‘no process’ when he was hired. They 
were at great pains to implement a 
‘process’ called Kepner Tregoe and what 
we got was some guys from Fruitvale 
managing our forest license! If all that 
is process, give me rock, rock, rock, 
any day!”

 “What is rock, rock, rock?” asked 
Belinda. 

“It’s what they used to call rock, 
paper, scissors before paper and scissors 
were invented,” Les replied.

“Well, you know, one of the things 
Kepner Tregoe was supposed to do 
was take subjectivity out of choosing 
a manager,” said B, “and leave a paper 
trail so that the process could not be 
criticized or board members accused of 
nepotism or cronyism.” 

“Oh well,” said Les, “in that case 
we should be able to see copies of all 
that paper work, right?” 

“Right,” said Belinda.
Gary Cockrell

Kaslo

continued from page 5

Re: Rivers at 
Risk Forum 

MLA Conrad Evans is correct in 
his assessment of the hidden agenda 
behind Premier Campbell’s efforts 
to sell off the power capacities of 
our many streams and small rivers 
to private investors, that Campbell’s 
ideology is to eventually privatize 
all publicly held land and resources 
in the Province. 

But it is unfortunate in the 
extreme that Mr. Evans and the 
NDP will at the same time protect 
their own ideology by refusing to join 
with the Green Party in some fashion 
to defeat Campbell’s Liberals in the 
next election, which is probably an 
achievable goal. 

If Mr. Evans thinks his own 
ideology is too all-important to 
sacrifice even a small part of it for 
the greater good, then he’s playing 
the same game as Campbell and he’ll 
be faced with having to explain to 
his grandchildren just how it came 
to be that their unique place in the 
world vis-a-vis public ownership 
of land and resources came to be 
dismantled, and his own and his 
party’s complicity in that. 

Mr. David Lewis took Mr. Evans 
to task in similar fashion in his letter 
“NDP Opposition to Carbon Tax 
Disturbing,” wherein he decried 
Evans’ and the NDP’s resistance to 
a carbon tax as being in the same 
vein as Mr. Campbell’s contentions 
in the throne speech about the 
“science is clear. It leaves no room 
for procrastination.” Mr. Lewis 
seemed to claim that if Evans is right 
about those contentions constituting 
little beyond posturing, then his 
own stance on a carbon tax seems 
disingenuous at best, downright 
traitorous at worst. 

In my experience, the NDP 
has always been quite unable or 
unwilling to consider progressive 
thinking that it perceives as running 
counter to or cutting across its own 
archaic ideological program and has 
remained insular, rigid, provincial, 
narrow minded, and selfish in the 

process. 
Now, I’ve known Mr. Evans 37 

years and I’ve always liked him, at 
least generally and regardless of my 
own reservations about the NDP 
as a political party. I applauded his 
effort at getting the Columbia River 
Treaty renegotiated in favour of our 
interests and for creation of the CBT 
and Columbia Power Corporation, 
stellar achievements in anyone’s 
book. And I have applauded other 
accomplishments Evans has achieved 
as our MLA and as our RDCK Board 
Member before that, especially the 
Slocan Valley Land-use Planning 
project in the early 1980s. 

But as with Mr. Lewis, I am 
greatly disturbed by the NDP’s 
unwillingness to do what’s necessary 
to rid us of the degrading policies 
and laws and practices of the Liberal 
regime, which are egregious in 
the extreme and will be almost 
catastrophic to contemporary British 
Columbians and those who come 
after us (and which have already been 
devastating in health care and this 
damned IPP mess). I just can’t fathom 
a stance that would place one’s party 
and its ideology ahead of the interests 
of all British Columbians, today and 
in future ... and allow Mr. Campbell 
and his goons to continue their mad 
predations of our heritage. That I just 
don’t get. 

After all, in referring to the 
throne speech, Mr. Evans said “if it’s 
false ... spin ... corrupted language 
in order to fool people” and vowed 
he’d spend “the rest of my career to 
try to make the Liberals disappear 
from this building.” We now know 
that Campbell’s speech was indeed 
“spin” and “corrupted language,” and 
clearly intended to “fool people,” just 
as Evans alluded it might be.

So let me offer a challenge to Mr. 
Evans, either join with the Greens in 
some way and defeat the Liberals in 
the next election or STFU and go 
home. No hard feelings, of course.

The condition has been met. 
Time now to deliver on the vow. 
Mr. Evans knows how to do it. He 
can be less cynical or fearful of 
becoming so and retire later, when 
he’s a senior. Right now there’s a 
call to save this Province from the 
sharks and plunderers and the clock 
is ticking. Campbell and the Liberals 
simply must go. First things first, 
Mr. Evans. You’ve stepped up to the 
plate before.

This wouldn’t be pushing any 
river; it would be doing the right 
thing. If Evans wants a career capper, 
this is it.

Sean Rooney
Vallican

Support the Valley 
Voice.

Buy a voluntary 
subscription 

Only $10 - $30 per year

Advertise in the 
Valley Voice

Your locally-owned, independent 
community newspaper
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Smokey Creek Salvage
24 HR TOWING

New & Used Auto Parts, Back Hoe Work, 
Certified Welding & Repairs, Vehicle Removal

WE BUY CARS & TRUCKS
359-7815 ; 1-877-376-6539

3453 YEATMAN RD, SOUTH SLOCAN

COMMUNITY

BUYERS OF CEDAR 
& PINE POLES

Mike Casey  cell   344-8477
Offering planning, management 
and sales for Woodlot Licences 

and Private Land Owners.

P.O. Box 4, 
Brisco, B.C. V0A 1B0

Phone (250) 346-3315
Fax (250) 346-3218

TOLL FREE 1-866-346-3315

WOOD PRESERVERS LTD.

submitted
This summer Slocan Valley 

Recreation will be hosting the Red 
Cross Swim Kids program at the 
Village of Slocan beach from Tuesday, 
August 5 to Friday, August 15. Kids 
from the earliest preschool levels 
of Starfish to Whale and school age 
kids in Levels 1 to 8 will be given the 

opportunity to get quality instruction 
in an outdoor setting. The nine lessons 
take place on weekdays only.

Shannon Moldenhauer promises 
to make sure kids have a fun time 
during the classes and is a certified 
Red Cross Swim Instructor who has 
been teaching in the area for several 
years.

Lessons for those in Level 3 to 8 
will be at the Village beach, while the 
younger levels will have their lessons 
just south of the gazebo at the mouth 
of Slocan River, where the water is 
always calm and shallow. Parents 
must be in attendance for all pre-
school levels and are encouraged to 
be available in all other levels.

Lessons vary in length from 30 
minutes through to one hour for the 
higher levels. Program fees Range from 
$40 to $50 for the nine sessions. Times 
will be determined by enrolment, but 
the youngest participants will have 
their lessons around 2-3 p.m.

Space is limited in all levels so 
early registration is essential. If you 
have kids attending the Summer Fun 
in the Sun Program at the WE Graham 
Community Centre, they can still 
participate. They will be escorted to 
and from their lessons so they don’t 
miss out.

To sign up, contact Slocan Valley 
Recreation at 226-0008 or email 
slocanvalleyrec@netidea.com 

Slocan Valley Recreation to provide swimming lessons

CORRECTION
The article ‘New building 

contractor in town’ in our last issue 
indicates that Fred Fontaine was 
project manager for a renovation 
project at CMH Galena in Trout Lake. 
In fact, he was project foreman.

submitted
New Denver is among 87 

communities in BC this summer to 
host a UBC medical student entering 
the Rural and Community Family 
Practice Course. Students will join 
communities throughout British 
Columbia as diverse as Bella Coola, 
Castlegar, Osoyoos, Quathiaski 
Cove and the Northwest Territories 
where they will learn what it’s like 
to be a family doctor in a rural or 
community health centre. 

“By working with community 
physicians, students gain the 
knowledge and skills necessary 
to become a family practitioner,” 

says Dr. Bryan Skrenes, formerly 
of New Denver and currently the 
Assistant Director of the UBC 
third year Rural Family Practice 
Clerkship. “Often, the positive 
experiences they have as students 
in small communities inspire their 
future decision to practice medicine 
in a rural setting.”

The UBC Rural and Community 
Family Practice month-long course 
offers one of the best opportunities 
to expose medical students to the 
benefits of rural practice and rural 
life. It is hoped the course will 
encourage new doctors to practice 
in rural and regional areas upon 

completion of their training.
Much of first- and second-year 

medicine is spent in the classroom. 
The course is one of the first 
opportunities for students to get into 
a clinical setting and interact with 
physicians and patients. It is possible 
because of the support of community 
physicians across BC.

Future doctors experience rural and community medicine in BC 

submitted
At approximately 6 pm on June 24 

the Slocan Lake RCMP detachment 
received a report of an overdue picker 
of edible mushrooms who had been 
working in a wilderness area near 
the Village of Slocan. The 26-year-
old female resident of Quebec had 
reportedly missed an agreed-upon 
afternoon deadline to rejoin friends. The 
original report was made to a forestry 
crew working in the area, who briefly 

Missing mushroom picker located by RCMP Search and Rescue
joined in a preliminary search and 
notified the RCMP. 

A small scale RCMP ground search 
took place until approximately 11 pm 
while an RCMP dog team and helicopter 
as well as an area Search and Rescue 
team were notified, with requests 
to attend an enhanced search in the 
morning. This daybreak joint RCMP-
SAR search was successful in locating 
the missing woman alive approximately 
two hours later. She was spotted by the 

RCMP helicopter crew (including SAR 
members) from the air and was then 
reachable by the police dog team. The 
woman suffered no serious injuries from 
this overnight ordeal.

Police remind those working or 
recreating in the outdoors to establish 
travel and communication plans with 
others before entering wilderness areas, 
to adhere to those plans, and to do so 
equipped and prepared for emergency 
situations.

School District No. 10 held its annual staff appreciation night on June 25. Staff 
members were honoured for 10, 20 and 30 years of service. Left to right: George 
Harding (20 years), Joanne Buckman (10 years), Trish Hawkins (20 years) and 

Renee Detta (20 years). Staff members who were celebrated but not in attendance 
were Gwen Hall (30 years), Sylvia McDonaugh (20 years) and Ken Barisoff, Dorian 

Boswell, Rachelle Champagne, Judy Eichorst and Stan Strebchuk (10 years).

Lila Strand, Lucerne School teacher, receives a retirement gift from Board of 
Education trustee Lora Lee Brekke. Lila saw her first Lucerne Kindergarten 

class become the Grad Class of 2008 this year.

submitted
Country Joe McDonald, voice 

and conscience of the Vietnam and 
subsequent wars, will perform his 
Woody Guthrie Tribute live at the 

Country Joe brings Woody Guthrie to the Whole July 11
Vallican Whole Community Centre 
on July 11 at 8 pm.

Country Joe and the Fish were 
at the front ranks of the psychedelic 
rock movement when Joe led the 

infamous ‘F- - k Cheer’ to half a 
million people at Woodstock before 
singing ‘I Feel Like I’m Fixin’ to Die 
Rag.’ The song and its emblematic 
chorus ‘And it’s one, two, three, 
what are we fighting for’ became the 
anthem for the anti-war movement 
and Joe became an icon.

Ever evolving, Joe’s solo 
recordings include a musical 
rendition of the poems of Robert 
Service, the ‘Vietnam Experience,’ 
‘Superstitious Blues’ with guest 
guitarist Jerry Garcia, and this tribute 
to Woody Guthrie.

Throughout his career Joe (who 
is also a Vietnam era Navy veteran) 
has remained a political activist and a 
strong supporter of the war resistance 
movement.

“The combined history and 
presence of Joe, Woody, the Whole, 
and this community is going to 
make for a magical evening”, says 
Tamara Smith of the Vallican Whole 

Community Centre, which is co-
presenting the show.

“I like real,” McDonald says. 
“I think it’s dangerous, insulting 
and demeaning not to be real. I am 
Country Joe. I don’t pretend to be 
Country Joe. I don’t have a Country 
Joe suit in my closet.” 

This is your chance to see a 
‘real’ legend perform up close and in 
person in the intimacy and beauty of 
the legendary Vallican Whole.

Doors  and  d r inks  a t  7 , 
performance at 8 pm. For more 

information call 250-226-7957.
Tickets are $15 at Jennie’s in 

Winlaw, Valley Voice in New Denver, 
Eddy Music & Otter Books in 
Nelson, Sunnyside Naturals in 
Kaslo. $20 at the door if there are 
any left. 

Country Joe McDonald will perform a 
Woody Guthrie tribute at the Vallican Whole.
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YRB (KOOTENAY) LTD.
WISHES TO ANNOUNCE OUR 2008

SCHOLARSHIP RECIPIENTS
Nickolai Zarchukoff Prince Charles Secondary
Odin Lewis  Mount Sentinel Secondary
Scott Bickerton  L. V. Rogers Secondary
Rumi Nakabayashi Lucerne Elementary/Secondary
Allison Hedderson (Coates) Nakusp Secondary

Best wishes in your future endeavours from the 
employee owners at YRB

YRB... Maintaining quality and helping to maintain our 
local communities

Slocan Valley Early Childhood 
Community Advisory Council

Coordinator
The Slocan Valley Early Childhood Community Advisory 
Council is seeking to hire an individual to coordinate the work 
of and provide support to the Council. The successful applicant 
will have a minimum of 3 years related experience; good 
knowledge of the Early Childhood Development sector and the 
communities in the Slocan Valley, excellent communication, 
organizational and time management skills and strong 
knowledge and proficiency with computers. You should be 
a confident, self-motivated professional, able to follow tasks 
through to completion, work independently under the direction 
of a multi-sectoral Council. 25 hours/month (more hours 
pending funding), $20/hour; August 1 2008- July 31 2009. 

For a detailed job description or inquiries email Chris cnichol@
thehub.literacy.bc.ca .

Please email resumes with cover letter and references by 
July 11 to: W.E. Graham Community School: coordinator@
wegcss.org.

submitted
The Nakusp and District Chamber 

of Commerce will be upgrading and 
renovating the Visitor Centre thanks 
to a grant from BC Tourism. 

The planned renovations will give 
the centre a new, updated, cheerful 
look, will make more effective use of 
the space and make it possible for the 
staff to provide better service to all 
who enter. Added to the centre will be 
colour printer capability, more room to 
retail a sampling of locally produced 
arts and crafts, and a more effective 
showcase of the area’s promotional 
materials. 

The renovations will take place 

submitted
Winlaw resident Emily Beamer 

is the 2008 bronze place winner in 
the worldwide illustration contest for 
Tokyo-based Graniph Design T-Shirt 
Boutique, featured in Nylon Magazine. 
Her illustration of a thimbleberry flower 
will be featured on shirts all over Tokyo 
and on www.graniph.com as of July 5.

Beamer, age 30, has her own 
graphic design and illustration company 
based in Winlaw. She specializes in 
print design, scientific illustration and 
basic web design. Her print design 
specializes in CD packaging, posters, 
booklets, clothing hang-tags, product 
packaging, and company promotion. 
Her illustrations are carefully hand-
rendered with a fine attention to detail. 
They focus on botany, anatomy, and 
natural science.

Beamer completed a BFA in 
Communication Design at Vancouver’s 
Emily Carr Institute of Art and Design, 
and apprenticed for two terms at 
Nettwerk Music Group, where she 
worked with its award-winning 
Artwerks Design team. In 2007 one 
of her poster designs made a special 
cameo on Showcase Television. This 
year she is also a winner of another 

T-shirt illustration contest in Olympia 
Washington, and participated in the 
Design Kootenays show in Castlegar. 

She dedicates all her awards and 
love to her grandmother, Dorothy 
Gustafson, in Mountain Lakes Nursing 
Home. Beamer grew up in South Slocan 
and her mother and grandparents live in 
Nelson, a three-generation Kootenay 
family. Her great-grandmother’s maiden 
name was Winlaw on her grandpa 
Gustafson’s side. She left the Kootenays 
after high school in 1996 and lived in 

Nakusp Visitor Centre to get upgrade and renovation
over the next few months, with exterior 
painting starting shortly and the major 
interior renovations scheduled to start 
after the busy summer months are over. 
The upgrade and renovation is made 
possible through a $6,724 Special 
Projects grant from Tourism British 
Columbia, which makes this funding 
available for projects and services that 
will enhance the visitor experience and 
services at the Visitor Centre.  

The centre is one of the first places 
people come to when visiting Nakusp, 
where staff provide information on all 
there is to see and do in our beautiful 
area, help people find lodging, and 
give out information on the multitude 

of services available in the various 
communities we serve. The Visitor 
Centre also provides a centralized, 
highly visible location for area 
businesses to promote their services 
and the area in general. The centre 
also provides information packages 
for people contemplating moving 
here as well as providing internet 
access, faxing, photocopying and an 
accessible washroom for visitors and 
residents alike.

The Visitor Centre is located at 
92 6th Avenue NW and is open seven 
days a week from now until the end of 
August, with shorter hours during the 
fall and winter.

Winlaw’s Emily Beamer wins worldwide illustration contest
Europe for many years. Happy to be 
living in the mountains again, Beamer 
creates designs for such local clients 
as Jennie’s Book Garden, Lux Shoe 
Boutique, Dear Pony, and Kootenay 
Made Natural Products. She also works 
with clients across Canada, USA, and 
Holland, and recently completed a 
project for Aids Vancouver. 

Her portfolio can be viewed online 
at www.emilybeamer.com and she can 
be contacted with any client inquiries at 
emily@emilybeamer.com

Winlaw artist Emily Beamer draws inspiration from nature for her illustrations 
and recently won a worldwide award for her work. 
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Nelson Councillor Gord McAdams presents a plaque commemorating the 
region’s Sinixt First Nations history to Sinixt nation representative Marilyn James 
as part of National Aboriginal Day celebrations. The plaque was funded by the 
Kootenay Kids Society and will be installed on Nelson’s waterfront walkway. 
Dianne Madland (centre) of Kootenay Kids was present for the presentation. 
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An additional 99 StrongStart early 

learning centres will open during the 

StrongStart Centre to open at Lucerne School in September
2008/09 school year, and one of them 
will be in New Denver’s Lucerne 
School.

StrongStart is a free drop-in early 
learning program for preschool-aged 
children accompanied by a parent or 
caregiver. A qualified early childhood 
educator leads activities that include 
stories, music, and arts, to help 
children grow linguistically, physically, 
emotionally and socially, and become 
comfortable in a school setting.

The Province has committed $38 

million to expand the StrongStart 
program to 400 centres by 2010. 

School District No. 10 will receive 
$50,000 for the new StrongStart centre 
at Lucerne. This includes $20,000 
to prepare the in-school space and 
purchase of new equipment and learning 
materials, and up to $30,000 to fund this 
year’s operating costs, including staff, 
professional development, supplies and 
healthy snacks. Continuing StrongStart 
centres, such as the one at Nakusp 
Elementary, will receive $30,000 each 

year in operating funds.
StrongStart centres are helping 

the Province reach its goal of making 
BC the best-educated, most literate 
jurisdiction on the continent. In addition, 
the Province has created the Early 

Childhood Learning Agency, which 
is currently conducting a feasibility 
study on offering all-day kindergarten 
for five-year-olds and optional all-day 
preschool for children three and four 
years old.

submitted
Looking to dance and to kindle 

romance? Come to the Slocan Lake 
Dance Camp for teens and adults in 
New Denver from July 25–28. Four 
days of Ballroom, Latin, Country 
and Swing dance workshops, plus 
nightly dances. It’s a great chance 
to learn a new dance or a new 
pattern, make new friends and 
recreate in this pristine area.

Sign up for the Slocan Lake Dance Camp
This year, highlights include 

Argentine Tango, Country Two-
Step, and the popular West Coast 
Swing plus all the standard 
favourites.

Now in its fourth year the camp 
attracts dancers from throughout 
the region, many of them single, to 
learn, dance and celebrate.

A two-hour workshop is $35 per 
couple. Register by June 30th for 
an Early Bird discount. Bursaries 
are available for teens.

So load up the camper and 
cooler and dig out your coolest 
Hawaiian shirt or your twirliest 
skirt and come to the Slocan 
Lake Dance Camp. Visit the 
website at dancingbeat.org or call 
250-358-2448.
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over
$10,000
in prizes!

With all the usual exciting competitions:
• Choker Race: obstacle race with cable

• Double Buck: 2-person crosscut saw

• Single Buck: 1-person crosscut saw

• Jack & Jill: man & Woman double-buck

• Axe Throw: Just what it says!

• Birling: 2 people trying to log roll on one log

• Springboard Chop: chopping top off 9’ tree from springboard 

• Tree Climb: race to top (and bottom) of 80’ tree

• Dot Split: Precision firewood splitting 

• Underhand Chop: Between-the-feet chopping

• Stock Saws: Cut a round with Stihl saw provided

• Hot Saws: same as above, but the saws are reALLy JuiCeD uP!

Don’t Miss the 28th Annual

Loggers’ Sports Competition
starting at 11:00 AM

Sat. July 5, in Slocan City
with the Best and Fastest Male & Female 

Competitors from Canada and around the World!
tHiS yeAr FeAturing 
4 CANADIAN 

CHAMPIONSHIPS

Please Do not bring pets with you!

Refreshments 
& Food available
ADMiSSion:

 only $2ºº

by Leah Main
•Notice was received from 

Industry Canada that Telus “has 
now filed a formal impasse petition 
and requests the Department make 
a decision on the present antenna 
system proposal.” The Village has 
until July 25 to make its written 
submission, including information 
supporting its reasons for objecting to 
the proposal. Council intends to focus 
on issues already identified, including 
health and safety, the service area 
limitations, and the public democratic 
process. Referring specifically to the 
Radiocommunication Act Safety Code 
6, Industry Canada wrote, “generally 
we do not find [this item] to be 
relevant …” At this meeting council 
stated unequivocally, “Generally 
we consider public safety a high 
priority.”

•Council will participate in the 
July 16 meeting with Denver Siding 
Water Users to “commence the 
process of exploring solutions that 
will provide potable water for the 
residents of Denver Siding.” This 
meeting is being arranged by Don 
Nash, RDCK Manager of Engineering 
and Environmental Services, and will 

New Denver council, June 24: Industry Canada decision on cell service pending
include discussions on the possible 
amalgamation with the Village’s water 
system.

•In response to a letter from 
Columbia Basin Trust offering the 
services of 4th year civil engineering 
students from the University of 
Saskatchewan, Councillor Greensword 
and Administrator Carol Gordon will 
investigate whether the Village has 
any appropriate projects for them to 
work on. If their services are accessed, 
the Village will be asked to contribute 
toward their accommodation, food 
and travel expenses.

•Administrator Carol Gordon 
attended the recent interface fire 
planning meeting in Trail. She 
reported that representatives from 
several agencies gave presentations, 
including Ministry of Forests, local 
and regional Emergency Services, 
and the Southeast Fire Centre. 
All agencies have been reviewing 
experiences of the last two years, and 
the critical issue seems to be inter-
agency communications. While local 
and regional responses have generally 
been quite good, communications 
are critical to proper co-ordination 
of services, and there is room for 

improvement. 
The Province is increasing the 

number of fire response crews, air 
tankers and helicopters, and will be 
moving the Provincial Fire Centre 
to Kamloops by 2010. They have 
identified an increased risk of wildfires 
in the BC interior due to the spread 
of pine beetle damage. There is also 
increasing demand for BC fire crews 
to be deployed out of province, 
because of their high skill level and 
good reputation.

Local governments are being 
asked to buy into a province-wide 
initiative to identify and mediate 
interface risks through a UBCM 
partnership program. New Denver has 
identified several small areas within 
its boundaries that could benefit from 
a thinning program, and will work 
with Regional District to apply for 
funding.

•Following up on a request by 
two residents to close the intersection 
of 8th Avenue at Hwy 31A because of 
the amount of traffic, Public Works 
reported that this would impede 
snow removal and other maintenance 
vehicles, and create difficulties in 
servicing waterlines that run across 

and along the highway in that area. 
Due to these concerns, the Village 
will not close or block the intersection 
at this time.

•Centennial Park campground has 
just received BC Tourism approval. 
To receive this approval, facilities 
must undergo an extensive review to 
ensure they meet provincial standards. 
Centennial Park passed the review 
“with no demerits” and the message 
“have a good season!”

•A letter of thanks will go to 
Regional District for the $8,000 
from the community development 
fund. This funding is a result of the 
RDCK’s redistribution of its BC 

Hydro grants-in-lieu of taxes, and is 
the first time that New Denver has 
received a share.

•Elections Bylaw No. 626, 
establishing mail-in voting, received 
three readings, and will be adopted at 
the next regular meeting of Council in 
July. Council appointed CAO Carol 
Gordon as Chief Election Officer, and 
Catherine Allaway Deputy Election 
Officer for the November 15 general 
election. The Election Officer is 
authorized to set policy on how the 
mail-in voting will occur, including 
provisions for application dates and 
forms, etc. according to the Local 
Government Act. 

submitted
Former Slocan Valley resident 

Carmen Moreira is one of only 30 
students accepted globally to the 
prestigious program at the London 
School of Contemporary Dance. 
Carmen is the daughter of Joe and 
Maxine Moreira of South Slocan, 
BC. 

She graduated with first class 
honours in English and Canadian 
Studies at Sackville, New Brunswick’s 
Mount Allison University this spring 
and will now be working on her 
Bachelor of Arts in Contemporary 
Dance in London. Moreira has been 
dancing for many years in South 
Slocan, Nelson, Trail, Sackville, 
Winnipeg and Toronto. She began 
dancing with Lynette Lightfoot at the 
Lynette Lightfoot School of Dance 
in South Slocan, and continued her 
professional training at the McKay 
School of Dance in Trail under the 
direction of Carole McKay-Bonin.

“Being accepted to London is 
a dream come true for me,” says 
Moreira. “I was so excited to get my 
admissions letter.” 

But the letter took an extended 
route to get to Moreira in Sackville;   
her acceptance letter was actually 
lost in the mail for two months. In 
June she received an email from the 
London School asking her to confirm 
attendance for next year. Having 
never received a letter, she responded 
very quickly to the email, and came 
to find out she’d been accepted into 
the top program almost two months 
earlier. 

“It was a great surprise and I’m 
still smiling,” she says.

While  a t  Mount  All ison, 
Carmen founded Omnicinema, 
an arts and culture group created 
with the intention of promoting 
leadership, extracurricular, and 
academic opportunities that foster 
the vision of the university (www.
omnicinema.ca). The group has 
presented productions of dance, 
video, and virtual poetry in New 
Brunswick and British Columbia.

Valley girl earns entry to prestigious London dance school
If being a full-time honours 

student and a world-class dancer 
wasn’t enough, Carmen has also 
made a name for herself in the yoga 
world. She is a registered Ashtanga 
yoga instructor and received her 
certificate through Seattle’s Ashtanga 
Yoga School. Ashtanga Yoga, an 
athletic-style yoga, is considered one 
of the most physically demanding 
practices in the West, and students 
practice poses that are sequenced 
with the breath.  This type of yoga 
dates back to 15th century India in 
its origins and has become a popular 
form of exercise and meditation in 
Sackville through Carmen’s classes 
in the community. As luck would 
have it, Astanga Yoga London, 
a world-famous yoga studio in 

London, just happens to be down the 
block from Carmen’s new school. 
What brought this BC dancer to New 
Brunswick? 

“I attended a small high school 
in BC (Mount Sentinel Secondary 
School), which provided small 
classes and lots of personalized 
instruction. I wanted the same thing 
at university and found it at Mount 
Allison. The support network at 
Mount A and in Sackville has been 
wonderful and has helped prepare 
me for this next big step.”

Carmen’s program at the London 
School of Contemporary Dance is 
three years in duration. Following 
this, she plans to pursue her master’s 
in choreography and begin her career 
in Europe.

Carmen Moreira, daughter of Joe and Maxine Moreira of South Slocan, BC, has 
been accepted to study at the renowned London School of Contemporary Dance. 
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Notice of Intention to Apply for a Disposition of Crown Land and Water License
FrontCounter BC Cranbrook has accepted an application made by Koch Creek Power Ltd. of 
Crescent Valley BC, on behalf of the Integrated Land Management Bureau (ILMB), Ministry of 
Agriculture and Lands, Cranbrook and Ministry of Environment, Water Stewardship Division 
(WSD), Kootenay region, for a License of Occupation and Water Rights for the purpose of 
waterpower project situated on Provincial Crown Land in the vicinity of Koch Creek.  The ILMB 
File Number that has been established for this application is 4404405 and the Water File Number 
is 4004245.

Written comments concerning this application should be directed to the Natural Resource 
Officer at FrontCounter BC, 1902 Theatre Road, Cranbrook B.C., V1C 7G1 or email to lwbc.
cranbrook@victoria1.gov.bc.ca.  Comments will be received by FrontCounter BC until July 18, 
2008.  FrontCounter BC may not be able to consider comments received after this date.  

Be advised that any response to this advertisement will be considered part of the public record.  
For Information, contact the Freedom of Information Advisor at Integrated Land Management 
Bureau, Ministry of Agriculture and Lands, Cranbrook.

THE VILLAGE 
OF SILVERTON 

- EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITY
The Village of Silverton is now accepting applications for a 
permanent part-time position of:

PUBLIC WORKS ASSISTANT
The successful candidate will assist the Public Works 
Foreman in performing a wide variety of general and specific 
duties related to the daily operations and maintenance of 
the Village of Silverton.  The ideal candidate will have strong 
communication and interpersonal skills with the ability to 
work independently but within a consultative, teamwork 
approach.

The ideal candidate will have experience and skills in:
• carpentry and the use of construction tools
• the operation of Village equipment
• the field of vehicle and equipment maintenance
• the ability to act professionally at all times

MINIMUM REQUIREMENTS:
• High School Graduation (or equivalent)
• Valid Class 5 B.C. Drivers License
• Knowledge of Worksafe B.C. safety regulations
• Ability to understand and carry out written and verbal 

instruction
• Perform manual tasks requiring physical strength and 

endurance

This permanent part-time position is 16 hours per week at 
a rate of $18.00 per hour.  The public works assistant will 
be expected to work extra hours to cover the Public Works 
Foreman’s vacation schedule.

Please submit a detailed resume complete with a cover letter 
and references to:

The Village of Silverton
421 Lake Avenue, Silverton BC V0G 2B0

Fax: 358-2321 or e-mail: cao@silverton.ca

The Village of Silverton thanks all applicants in advance for 
their interest and effort in applying for this position, however, 
only those candidates chosen to be interviewed will receive 
a response.

by Art Joyce
•Mayor Everett reported at 

council’s June 24 meeting that the 
Village’s audited financial statement 
had failed to reconcile with Village 

Silverton council, June 24: Mail-in balloting deferred, Memorial Hall management discussed
records. CFO Elaine Rogers caught 
the errors and reported it to the 
auditing firm BDO Dunwoody, who 
will be issuing a new statement after 
a thorough review. 

•Cheeing Ho, Executive Director 
of Smart Growth BC, has asked the 
Village for a performance assessment 
of its service to date. “Frankly I was 
very blunt with them,” said Everett. 
Ho responded by email to say that 
they were correcting errors in the 
process. 

•A meeting will be held June 
26 with the Slocan Lake RCMP 
detachment for an update of policing 
activity and local concerns. 

•CAO Ida offered to take on the 
position of Chief Electoral Officer 
for the upcoming municipal election, 
and recommended Elaine Rogers as 
Deputy Election Officer. Council 
voted to approve these positions. Ida 
also raised the issue of the mail-in 
balloting being instituted in many 
municipalities for the first time this 
year. This will allow absent property 
owners who have been resident in 
BC for a minimum of six months 
to mail in their votes. Because it is 
a new measure, Ida said, it would 
require a bylaw to implement. 
Councillor Wiseman had concerns 
about the short lead time before 
the next election in November 
and wanted to know how much 
additional labour it would require 
from Village staff. Ida said she has 
conferred with New Denver CAO 
Carol Gordon who estimates each 
mail-in ballot will require several 
hours to prepare. Voters must first 
contact the Village and request the 
forms, receive them in the mail, 
and return them by mail in time to 
be added to the ballot box. Mayor 
Everett agreed with Councillor 
Wiseman that this year’s budget for 
staff is already tight. Council voted 
to defer mail-in balloting for the next 
council to enact.

•The Silverton Community Club 
presented a draft management/
business plan for the Memorial Hall, 
with a proposed commencement 
date of October 1 and an 18-month 
term. Club president Gary Willman 

said the hall has never made a 
profit under Village management 
but he believes it has the potential 
to do so. Money made from profits 
could then go back into the hall. 
Mayor Everett said council would 
be happy to divulge recent years’ 
financial statements, but said there 
needs to be a written agreement in 
place between the Village and the 
club to prevent misunderstandings. 
A $35,000 CBT grant, including a 
$5000 marketing plan for the hall, 
had earlier been applied for by the 
Community Club but was never 
cleared by council. Councillor Bell 
was concerned that people come 
and go with community groups and 
wondered if it should be a yearly 
contract. Councillor Wiseman said 
he sees the proposal as a pilot project, 
and thought it might be handled as 
a Village subcommittee or select 
committee until the feasibility of the 
club’s management is proven. 

CAO Ida wanted to know how 
the expenses would be handled. 
Willman said he understands that 
the budget has already been set up 
to January 1, 2009. As of January 
1, the club would meet operating 
expenses on their own, and expects 
to take a loss the first year or two. 
Ida said in her experience managing 
the renovation project there have 
been failures of communication. 
“My stand on it is we shouldn’t be 
doing these kinds of things on a 
handshake agreement,” concluded 

Mayor Everett. “The current council 
may be in favour but they may not 
be here in November.” 

Councillor Wiseman moved that 
the Memorial Hall select committee 
negotiate a draft agreement with the 
club to present to council within 
the next 1-2 months. The motion 
passed.

•CAO Ida reported that the 
Memorial Hall washrooms are nearly 
completed, and siding finished, 
with the end of July scheduled for 
finishing of electrical and furnace 
work.

•Councillor Bell attended a 
recent Chamber of Commerce 
meeting, where it was reported that 
the summer student funding was 
denied this year. She reported that 
the May Days breakfast was a huge 
success this year thanks to donations 
from local businesses, including 
Galena Farms who donated the 
eggs. Bell noted that the RDCK 
will be making a submission to the 
UBCM regarding meat-processing 
regulations “because it’s really 
shutting down local farmers,” and 
reminded council of the upcoming 
Galena Trail Day to raise funds for 
bridge replacement.

•A request from Red Mountain 
Internet Society for $1000 to cover 
annual maintenance on its server 
was granted. 

•Bylaw 450-2008, the Nuisances 
and Unsightly Premises bylaw, 
passed final reading.

by Art Joyce
For years New Denver residents 

have lamented the waste of fruit in 
vacant yards even as the cost of food 
rises steeply with the price of oil. 
Unharvested fruit also becomes a bear 
attractant, and the five black bears 
shot in the campground during August 
2006 remain a searing memory for 
many locals. Civic-minded residents 
have come up with a home-grown 
solution: a community fruit harvesting 
project. 

The project started with a discussion 
at the From the Ground Up gardening 
and food security group last winter. 
Member Nadine Raynolds volunteered 
to write the grant application for 
funding from the CBT Community 
Initiatives fund administered by the 
regional district and was successful 
in obtaining $4955. Both Silverton 
and New Denver village councils 
supported the application. Primarily the 
funding will cover the cost of a project 
coordinator, and materials. Bree Lillies 
was hired as project coordinator.  

The project’s goals are to increase 
local food security, reduce waste, 
decrease the potential for bear-human 
conflict, and provide education on fruit 
harvesting, care, and processing. Lillies 
is coordinating with the Village to create 
a list of non-resident homeowners to 
include them in the harvesting. Some 
door-to-door canvassing will be done 
in July for homeowners who haven’t 
yet been reached.

“New Denver has an abundance of 
fruit trees and yet much of the fruit is 
going to waste due to many residents 
not being able to care for them,” says 
Lillies. “You don’t have to own fruit 
trees to be involved but volunteering 

is one way of getting access to locally 
grown fruit.”

The list of volunteers is growing 
weekly and starting the second week 
of July she will be contacting them 
to arrange some basic instruction. 
This will include signing waivers for 
injuries sustained while on others’ 
properties as well as basic fruit picking 
tips. The information gathered on the 
registration forms recently distributed 
with the Valley Voice will help her 
coordinate harvesting as different 
fruit and berry crops mature. A list 
of people who own livestock is also 
being compiled so that excess or 
damaged fruit can be sent to them for 
animal feed.

“This year is kind of experimental, 
and hopefully by next spring we’ll have 
the tools we need. Especially if we take 
on pruning as well, which is a service 
we’d love to be able to provide.”

The group hopes to sponsor 
canning workshops in the fall, possibly 
September, and Lillies said there 
has already been interest expressed 
in leading the workshops. The food 
security group in Kaslo and Earth 
Matters in Nelson have both been 
excellent sources of information. 
Lillies has been a gardener and a 
mushroom picker so she has always 
understood the value of food gathering 
and knowing where one’s food comes 
from. Especially now that genetically 
modified foods (GMOs) can be in our 
supermarkets without labeling.

The registration form has June 
30 as its cutoff date in order for the 
group to begin helping with cherry 
harvesting. For more information, to 
register or volunteer, contact Lillies 
at 358-7225. 

New Denver fruit harvesting project 
gets Village support, CBT funding
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Global Gift 
Discoveries 

Inspiring 
Arts 

318  Broadway  S t .   Nakusp ,  BC   265 -3288

Specializing in goods from Central and South 
America, plus quality local arts & crafts.

submitted
The Hidden Garden Gallery is 

proud to announce a full slate of 
arts events for the month of July. 
Enderby, BC artist Jamie Frazer’s 
show and sale of luscious paintings 

opens July 2 and closes July 14. 
Drop in and check out her work.

From closer to home, New 
Denver’s own Galen Felde and 
Nadine Stefan, fresh from a 
successful show in Vancouver, 

are pleased to present their recent 
paintings for our enjoyment from 
July 16-21. Nadine and Galen 
have enjoyed creating work in a 
common studio space for the past 
three years and this is their third 
exhibition together. Felde explores a 
dialogue between dissolving forests 
and urban landscapes while Stefan, 
in contrast, explores the sensory 
relationship between external and 
internal. 

All are welcome to meet the 
artists and enjoy some music at an 
opening reception Thursday, July 17 
from 7-9 pm, with a performance 
by Osmosis, which consists of 
musicians Jeremy Down, Paul 
Gibbons and Rowan Tichenor. 

Hidden Garden Gallery explores the work of Jamie Frazer, Galen Felde and Nadine Stefan

Enderby, BC, artist Jamie Frazer will be exhibiting her work at the Hidden 
Garden Gallery in New Denver from July 2-14.

Positively NO tickets 
at the gate.

Ticket presale continues until 
further notice.

Call in or email 
your ticket order ASAP!

Dianne Perry’s display of friendship quilts at the Hidden Garden Gallery told a 
heartwarming story about our community.

Susan Yurychuk gets Tera Nicholson ready for her debut as Humpty Dumpty in the 
outstanding and hilarious grade 5/6 performance of Law and Order: Fairy Tale unit.
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We are proud of the 
entire Graduating

Class of 2008
from the 

Village Office, 
Mayor, 

Councillors 
and Staff

KASLo

Kaslo, BC

our hearty 
congratulations 
to the Grads of 

2008!

Poppa Joe’s 
New & Used

All the 
Best!

50% OFF 
for grads on 

SUMMER BOOKS

Congratulations
and Best Wishes

to the
Grad Class of 2008!

The
Clothes Hanger
441 Front Street

Kaslo, BC

(250) 353-9688

Eric’s Meat
Market 
& Deli

“ Serving Kaslo and Area since 1942”

Congratulations & 
best wishes to the 
2008 Graduating 

Class of J.V. 
Humphries School!

Congratulations
from

Falkins Insurance
Kaslo

Lardeau 
Valley 

Service
Congratulations 

from 
up the Lake

13304 Highway 31
Meadow Creek, BC

(250) 366-4400

DRIFTER’S
• Accommodations • 

Restaurant & Bar
Congratulations to all the grads 

– You’ve done a fine job – 
Good luck for a prosperous future

Congratulations 
and best of 
luck in your 

future 
endeavours!

KASLO
BUILDING SUPPLIES

by Jan McMurray
Kaslo’s JV Humphries graduation 

ceremony on June 27 started off 
with Vice-Principal Mike Hurley 
introducing each graduate as they 
made their way to the stage.

Board of Education trustee 
Penny Tees attended on behalf of 
Pat Cattermole, who has missed only 
this one grad in all of her 15 years as 
trustee. Tees told the students that 
it was a rare privilege and special 
experience to have all their schooling 
in one place, with one staff and 
community to nurture their growth 
over the years. “It’s this special 
experience that builds the kind of 
character our world needs more of,” 
she said.

Graduating student Lila Taylor 
introduced the guest speaker, Mr. 
Zuk, who taught the students math 
and biology. She described his class 
as “always engaging” and full of 
laughs. The same could be said for 
his speech. The highlight was when 
Tyler Aasen came off the stage to hug 
Mr. Zuk after he told a story about 
Tyler not exactly being an exemplary 
student in class some years ago.

Mr. Zuk said one of the things 
that defined the class was its diversity, 
although some of the students 
described it as a lack of unity. “Your 
lack of unity or whatever you want 
to call it has given you your identity 
as a group. You have learned to 
respect each other and each other’s 

differences,” he said.
The Valedictory Address, 

delivered by Jodie Carpenter 
and Steven Lee, was every bit as 
entertaining and fun as the guest 
speaker’s address.

Candles were lit for academics 
(Steven Lee), music (Kevin John-
Watt), art (Tiffany Timm), drama 
(Margie Smith), sports (Casey 
Jones), tech (Shane McKinnon), 
Lakeside (Mimi de Bruyn), special 
education (Corbin Khalsa-Lang), 
and future grads (Cheryl Rempel).

Vice-Principal Mike Hurley 
presented the diplomas and Principal 
John Brisebois made the closing 
remarks.

Scholarships and bursaries 
were awarded as follows.

Gabby Alpaugh: Columbia 
Power Corporation Bursary, 
JVH Parents Advisory Council 
Scholarship, Farmers Institute 
Scholarship.

Jodie Carpenter: Shelagh 
Leathwood/Kathy Wynnychuck 
Scholarship, Jack McDowell 
Memorial Scholarship, Dogwood 
District/Authority Scholarship.

Forrest Collier: Geoffrey and 
Stuart Sinclair Memorial Award.

Mimi de Bruyn: Kaslo Mohawk 
Lakeside Learning Centre Bursary, 
Lakeside Learning Centre – JVH 
PAC Bursary, Dallas Benwell 
Memorial Scholarship, St. Mark’s 
Anglican Church Scholarship.

Mathieu Duchesne: Kaslo 
Legion (Gaming Account) Bursary, 
Hosp i ta l  Employees  Union 
Bursary, Howard Green Memorial 
Scholarship, Selkirk College Board 
of Governors Award.

Janine Eidick: Aya Higashi, 
Hosp i ta l  Employees  Union 
Bursary, North Kootenay Lake Arts 
& Heritage Council Scholar.

Kevin John-Watt: Kaslo Jazz 

Etc. Society Scholarship, Howard 
Green Memorial Scholarship.

Casey Jones: Old Timers 
Hockey Club Scholarship, Ernie 
Gare  Scholarsh ip  (Ath le t ic 
Excellence), Kootenay Savings 
& Credit Union Scholarship, Ted 
Hargraves Scholarship.

Susie Kelemen: Kootenay Lake 
PVPA.

Corbin Khalsa Lang: Edie Allen 
Bursary, Bruce Jacobs Memorial 
Scholarship, Kaslo Legion (Poppy 
Account) Bursary.

Margaret Smith: Kootenay 
Lake  Teachers  Assoc ia t ion 
Scholarship,  Howard Green 
Memorial Scholarship, Dogwood 
District/Authority Scholarship, 
Georgia Ethel McKeown Bursary, 
Columbia Basin Trust Youth 
Community Service Award.

Erin Sutherland: JV Humphries 

Scholarship, Village of Kaslo 
Scholarship.

Lila Taylor: Alan Hoshizaki 
Memorial Scholarship, Howard 
Green Memorial Scholarship.

Cari  Walker:  D inosaur 
Hockey Club Scholarship, Jennings 
Memorial Scholarship, Howard 
Green Memorial Scholarship, 
Ernie Gare Scholarship (Athletic 
Excellence), Nelson Rotary Club 
Scholarship.

Diana Webber: Barry Butler 
Memorial Scholarship, Inter Church 
Council Scholarship, Georgia Ethel 
McKeown Bursary, North Kootenay 
Lake Arts & Heritage Council 
Scholar.

Luke Weber: McKinnon Family 
Fund Bursary, Trades Scholarship 
(Community Forest Society & Local 
Trades People), Hewat Baker Mattes 
Scholarship.

Kaslo’s JV Humphries Class of 2008 graduation ceremony

Josh Rosh seems extremely pleased to receive his graduation certificate from 
Vice-Principal Mike Hurley.
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Kaslo AutomotiveGood fortune 
to the grads of 

2008!

Kaslo, BC   •   353-2110

to the
Graduating Class of 2008

Teresa’s 
Coffee Shop

To all the 
2008 Graduates 
Best Wishes for 

a happy & 
successful future!

Con ‘grad’ ulations
to the Class of ‘08!

Way to go, 
Class of 2008!

250-353-7409

The Kaslo Clubhouse 
Restaurant

At the Kaslo Golf Course
353-2282

Ronnie & Pauline 
would like to 

congratulate the 
2008 Graduates. 

Best 
Wishes!

To the 2008 Grad 
Class

We are so proud of 
you!

Fern’s 
Kaslo, BC

Congratulations to 
the J.V. Humphries 
graduating class 

of 2008!

KASLO 
MOHAWK

Congratulations 
from the meadow 

Creek Store!

General Delivery, Meadow Creek, BC
V0G 1N0

CONGRATULATIONS 
TO THE 

2008 GRADS ON A 
JOB WELL DONE!

Kaslo 
Drugs

Congratulations to our 
2008 Grad class. We wish 
you all the best!

We wish the 
Graduating Class of 

2008 every success in 
their future endeavours

CreDit union
KASLo

Congratulations 
and Best Wishes to 
the Class of 2008!

By Jodie Carpenter and Steven Lee
Hello ladies and gentlemen, 

and graduating class of 2008! Woo 
Hoo you guys we did it! Yee Haw! 
Mazeltov! Thank you for letting 
us represent our class! You made 
the right choice. Before we get too 
far into this, we want to thank the 
teachers that have done so much for 
us, Mr. Zuk, likin’ the hair, thanks 
for being our tag teacher, sorry we 
didn’t have great attendance, but who 
won you all those door decoration 
contests?? Come on?

Mr. Anderson, loved you in 
Grease, you’ve put up with us for five 
years, you’ve cooked burgers for us 
and hung piñatas, and you deserve 
a big thank you for being such a 
good sport. Go get ‘em tiger! Lets 
give both these guys a huge round 
of applause for being so supportive 
through our graduation year. 

Over the last five years, the 
staff of this school has been like a 
league of radioactive super heroes. 
Mrs. Holland, with her powers of 
articulate diction; ‘Atomic Larky’ 
with his profound measurement 
capabilities; Mrs. Oswald, who can 
disappear at any time in a poof of 
conceptual art; Captain Borely, who 
can update the school web site at 
the speed of light; Mr. Einer, who 
rides into battle atop his faithful 
kangaroo to fight the evils of cosine 
and tangent; and Ms. Manson, 
who stomps all her opponents with 
her cleats of death. They saved us 
from the team of super villains, the 
infamous Hurlinator and his side-
kick the Evil Breeze Boy! Yes Kaslo 
salutes you!

There are a lot of us. Too many 
to talk about individually. We don’t 
want to bore you. And that would be 
an injustice, because this is a group 
of completely dynamic people, so 

Valedictory Address to the JV Humphries Class  of 2008
dynamic in fact, so ridiculously vast 
in proportion, that we aren’t exactly 
all ‘well acquainted.’ We’re a weird 
class. We’re cliquey. We’ve got our 
gamers, our actors, our poets, our 
jocks, our hippie Argenta kids, our 
red necks and red eyes. But within 
each stereotype there is a little spark 
of individuality. As a class we’re not 
a cliché, we are a crock pot of clichés 
that has been stewing together for so 
long that the personality has had a 
chance to seep out and dribble down 
the counter, along the floor. Everyone 
here is their own person, and part 
of the reason we’ve come to realize 
who we are is from getting up in the 
morning every day to go to school 
with a bunch of other kids who don’t 
know who they are. We could have 
graduated in a class of 200 people, 
but we didn’t. There’s 30 of us, and 
we’re not intimate, but in our own, 
sadistic way, we’re connected. 

With such a small class we have 
accumulated many memories, such 
as midnight soccer. There are a few 
memories we would like to share 
with you, like all those grade 5 and 6 
classroom parties! Do you remember 
dancing to BOOM BOOM BOOM 
BOOM by the Venga Boys, do 
you think you could remember the 
dance? OK one for the drama nerds, 
racing up the spider-web climbing 
rope in Ashland was EPIC! I’m 
pretty sure all of our hands were cut 
up after that, right Tom? And I finally 
won! Making up dances for the disco 
unit in PE is definitely a memory 
to look back on, I will never forget 
Tom, Luke, and Forrest’s dance, 
I don’t know how you fit in those 
shirts! And we have a memory that 
has not left our heads since grade 
8! “When you have an ER verb, 
conjugating singular, it’s easy it’s 
easy.” Conjugating singular is easy. 

But not everything in life bears such 
simplicity. 

When you step out into the 
world, it’s good to have a plan. I 
think the world is pretty lucky in the 
case of this grad class. Many of us 
have a plan, we’re going to take our 
first step out of this building, and go 
for the gold, we’re going to make 
a difference! Hopefully. You never 
really know what’s going to happen. 
There’s bears our there, you could 
get eaten.

But as long as Kaslo keeps 
pumping its spawn out of those big 
triple doors, the world will remain, 
at the very least, an interesting 
place. Assembled before you today 
are the yeehaws and mazeltovs of 

JV Humphries, 2008. Have a good 
look, cause though there was a crop 
of us last year, and though there will 
be a new crop next year, this one’s 
going to seed; the freaks have bitten 
open their straightjackets and clawed 
through the padded walls, and we’re 
getting out. Oh yeah, the lunatics are 
on the grass; see you on the dark side 
of the moon Kaslo. 

Now looking at our class I’m 
pretty sure this is the happiest day 
of our lives and the saddest. We have 
known each other for a very long 
time, some of us for 13 years! I know 
that I’m not ready to say goodbye, so 
it’s not goodbye, it’s see you later! As 
I am sure we will have a killer 5- or 
10-year reunion. We will always 

be the graduating class of 2008 so 
let’s celebrate in style! Let’s take a 
look at our class one more time and 
remember all the fun we have had 
in the past 5 years, I’m never going 
to forget you guys! I hope everyone 
enjoys the rest of their evening and 
to the grads, enjoy the beginning of 
your life!

Jody Carpenter and Steven Lee salute JV Humphries staff during their speech.

400 - 4th  Street      Kaslo

would like to 
Congratulate the 

class of 2008!Best wishes 
for success to the 

Class of 2008!
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Honey Bear 
Bakery

Summer Hours 
Tues-Sat 9:00-5:00 
Closed Sun & Mon 

311 7th Ave NW • Nakusp • 265-4633
Rear Alley Entrance

Read the Valley 
Voice online!

www.valleyvoice.ca

TEACHING 
POSITIONS

School District No. 10 (Arrow Lakes) has the following teaching 
position for the 2008-09 school year as follows: 
 
Nakusp Secondary School:  
 
0.8571 FTE – CONTINUING Effective:  September 2, 2008

Home Economics (majority of assignment) plus other 
teaching areas to be determined

 
Required characteristics / strengths include:
 
a) Skills and experience in using technology to support learning 
 and teaching
b) Excellent interpersonal skills/ability to work in a team 
 environment
c) Excellent classroom management skills
d) Willingness to participate in School Growth Plan Process
e) Will ingness to participate in the school’s extra-
 curricular programs will be an asset
f) Ability and willingness to teach courses not necessarily within 
 areas of teaching expertise

Send complete application and resume, including proof of a valid 
BC Teaching Certificate and names of at least three professional 
references no later than 12:00 pm, Wednesday, July 9, 2008.

 Mr. Kees van der Pol, Principal         
 Nakusp Secondary School         
 P.O. Box 249            
 Nakusp, B.C.            
 V0G 1R0          
 Phone:  (250) 265-3668         
 Fax:  (250) 265-4616
 Email:   keesvanderpol@sd10.bc.ca

It is recommended that applications be faxed or emailed.
 
PLEASE NOTE:   It will be required that a formal application form 
be filled out by the applicant when applying for positions.   It 
is School District policy that all applicants must agree to submit 
to a criminal record search before appointment.  An offer of 
appointment may be withdrawn as a result of the search.  
School District No. 10 (Arrow Lakes) schools are non-smoking 
environments.

Job Opportunity: Licensed Practical 
Nurse/ Site Supervisor
Halcyon Assisted Living Society (HALS) is a progressive not for 
profit organization focused on being the pre-eminent provider 
of Assisted Living in the Community.  We deliver a variety of 
services to our clients residing in our 16 Assisted Living units.

Under the guidance of the Executive Director you will be 
responsible for staffing, performance management, and all 
general operations of the organization.  As an LPN you will 
provide leadership for the staff and care for the tenants.
 
We hope you will consider this dynamic career opportunity 
which offers a starting salary of $25/hour, great benefit package, 
balanced lifestyle focus, and an opportunity to make a strong 
contribution to the lives of others. 

Your background will include 4 years experience in an Acute/
Long Term Care setting, Current Licensure with the BC College 
of Practical Nurses, Food Safe Level 1 (or willingness to obtain), 
First Aid Level 1, and standard adult CPR.  Equivalencies in 
skills, education, and experience will be considered. 

Successful applicants will have strong organization, 
interpersonal, prioritization, and troubleshooting skills, as well 
as an unwavering commitment to enhance the health of others.  
Application deadline is July 4th, 2008 

Please send your resume and cover letter to:

 Mark Brunton
 Executive Director
 Halcyon Assisted Living Society
 Box 100
 Nakusp, BC   

We thank all those who apply. Only those selected for an 
interview will be contacted.

by Jan McMurray
•The hot springs advisory board 

was disbanded, as discussed at 
council’s Committee of the Whole 
meeting of June 17. Councillor 
Mueller explained that she asked 
for this, because “council makes the 
decisions anyways, so I think council 
should take over the decision making 
process on this.” She indicated that 
the advisory board is frustrated with 
the time it takes between the board 
making recommendations to council 
and council making decisions. All 
members of the advisory board will 
receive a letter of thanks from the 
Village.

The minutes of the Committee 
of the Whole meeting also state that 
council wishes to provide all relevant 
information regarding the state of 
the affairs of the hot springs to the 
public, and to facilitate a public 
meeting by mid September to assess 
public opinion on different options 
for the facility.

•It was decided that the rental 
fee for this year’s Music Fest would 
be $7,315 plus damage deposit. 
CAO Lafleur assured that Nakusp 
Roots Music Society had agreed 
verbally to pay for any extraordinary 
costs, as in past years. In response 
to Councillor Dahlen’s concerns 
about the maintenance of the ball 
fields, Mayor Hamling said she 
was comfortable with the verbal 

agreement. Lafleur reported that 
Nakusp Roots Music Society had 
very recently purchased a top dresser, 
which was being shared with the 
school district, and that the fields had 
been aerated. Lafleur explained that 
the intent was to negotiate a more 
detailed, long-term agreement for 
next year.

•Following up on the Chamber’s 
request for an increase in annual 
funding from the Village from 
$6,000 to $15,000, CAO Lafleur 
provided comparative information 
from 17 communities.

Council decided to set up a 
committee to review Lafleur’s report 
and the services provided by the 
Chamber. Councillors Mueller and 
Heppner volunteered to sit on the 
committee. Councillor Mueller 
said she felt the Chamber’s funding 
should be increased, and she saw 
an opportunity for the Chamber to 
provide more services, specifically 
marketing. “I see the Chamber 
working more with the Village and 
I think the lack of marketing is a 
big problem at the hot springs,” 
she said.

Lafleur’s report found that 
several municipalities contribute 
between 20% and 80% of their 
business licence revenues to their 
local Chamber. Nakusp’s net revenue 
from business licences is about 
$14,000, so the 20%-80% range 

is $2,800-$11,200. He calculated 
the per capita contribution to the 
Chambers by these 17 municipalities 
to be between $2.46 and $2.98, which 
would translate to approximately 
$5,000 for the Nakusp Chamber.

•Council will meet with Interfor 
representatives about a permanent 
location for their woodlands office in 
Nakusp. In a letter to council, Woods 
Manager Geoff Bekker indicates that 
they are interested in purchasing or 
leasing land from the Village and are 
looking at two different properties 
up Hot Springs Rd. near the airport. 
CAO Lafleur informed council that 
the Village cannot sell land without 
advertising it to the public, so a 
long-term lease would be the better 
option.

•Council agreed to have the 
World Hockey Association operate 
in Nakusp, subject to a satisfactory 
agreement that ensures the current 
ice users are not displaced. 

In a meeting with council and 
a representative from Nakusp 
Minor Hockey on June 18, WHA 
representatives explained that 20 of 
their hockey players, aged 16-21, 
would come to live in Nakusp. 
They would be billeted, and would 
either go to school or work in the 
community. They would want ice 
time four evenings a week, then 
more time for games. Gerry Little, 
Arena/Parks Manager, gave some 
background on the hockey league. 
He said the organization was just 
three years old and had gone through 
some tough times in its first year. 
He advised council to be cautious, 
and to ask for money up front. CAO 
Lafleur said the Village had copies of 

agreements between the WHA and 
other municipalities, and he would 
call the municipalities to see if they 
would recommend any changes to 
the agreement.

•Mayor Hamling brought forward 
the idea of asking the Premier for 
an apology to the people of the 
Columbia Basin for the mishandling 
of the expropriation of private 
property during the construction of 
the Columbia River Treaty dams in 
the 1960s. She said this had been on 
her mind a long time, and she had 
heard many people say they feel 
there should be an apology or some 
kind of recognition of what they went 
through. “Pretty soon there won’t be 
any of them left – there’s still a lot of 
pain out there,” she said.

The item was deferred at the 
suggestion of Councillor Switzer, 
who feels council should first see 
a letter to the CEO of BC Hydro 
that the consultative committee 
is working on. “There are lots of 
other communities involved and 
maybe with a larger voice we can 
do something,” he said.

•Council agreed to provide a 
$5,000 cash contribution, a $5,000 
in-kind contribution, and a letter 
of support to the Arrow and Slocan 
Lakes Community Services for 
the rebuilding of the bridge over 
Kuskanax Creek near the hot springs. 
The project is estimated to cost 
$121,220, and ASLCS is working 
on raising the funds. 

•The Chamber wrote to ask for 
a waiver on the rental fee for the 
auditorium on December 6 for a 
semi-formal Christmas dinner and 
dance fundraiser. CAO Lafleur said 
council could do this under the policy 
if the group passed a test of hardship 
or has contributed a lot to the facility. 
He said the Chamber had already let 
council know that its budget was in 

a deficit situation, so this could be 
considered a hardship. Councillor 
Dahlen said they had generally been 
giving a 50% reduction in the rental 
fee for groups such as these. Council 
agreed to a 50% waiver.

•Council granted the use of the 
concession to the Nakusp Rotary 
Club for the July 1st celebrations. 
CAO Lafleur informed council that 
there was no rate for the concession 
in the policy. Mayor Hamling asked 
him to make a note that a rate should 
be set.

•Council received a proposal 
from Stantec Consulting Ltd. out 
of Kelowna to do an energy audit 
of the Nakusp arena facility for 
$13,500. The audit would include an 
analysis of five energy conservation 
measures. Three of the five have 
already been discussed and are: the 
heat recovery system from the ice 
plant, a geothermal system and a 
lighting retrofit.

As this cost was included in the 
grant application, council voted to 
hire Stantec if the grant application 
is successful.

•The RDCK sent in a draft 
bylaw establishing a commission 
for the joint services of the Village 
and Area K: Search and Rescue, 
Emergency Planning, Cemetery, 
Library, Regional Parks, Summit 
Lake Ski Hill, Recreation Centre 
and Recreation Commission. This 
bylaw comes at the insistence of 
Area K Director Paul Peterson, who 
was adamantly opposed to council’s 
plan to increase taxation for the 
Recreation Centre this year. 

Council, Area K Director Paul 
Peterson and RDCK Manager of 
Corporate Administration Dawn 
Attorp will meet to discuss the 
proposed bylaw.

•Council adopted minutes of 
special meetings held June 17 
and June 20, when they adopted 
bylaws to impose water and sewer 
connection fees for newly created 
lots and multi-family units. Water 
and sewer connection fees are each 
$5,000 per lot or unit. These bylaws 
will be rescinded when the DCC 
(Development Cost Charges) bylaw 
is adopted.

•Council asked staff to bring 
forward an amended voting bylaw 
to allow for mail-in ballots. Mayor 
Hamling said several “snowbirds” 
had asked for this, and noted that the 
Village of New Denver had recently 
brought this in.

•Treasurer Richard Mahoney was 
appointed Chief Elections Officer 
and Administrative Assistant Rachel 
Hughes was appointed Deputy 
Elections Officer for the November 
15 municipal election.

Nakusp council, June 24: Hot springs advisory board disbanded

Support the Valley Voice with 
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ARROW LAKES 
FINE ARTS
In partnership with

SELKIRK COLLEGE

311 Broadway Street • PO Box 155 
Nakusp BC V0G 1R0

alfaguild@telus.net

KATE TUPPER

METAL SCULPTURE 
FROM THE DARK SIDE

(Welder from Nakusp)

&

ELIZA FRY

MEMORIAL FEAST

(Mixed Media)

June 25 - July 13

Opening Reception Friday, 
June 27th 6 - 8 PM

Gallery Hours - Wednesday 

through Sunday 12 - 4 PM

by Jan McMurray
At the annual BC Hydro operations 

update meeting in Nakusp June 18, BC 
Hydro representatives predicted a good 
recreation year on the Arrow Lakes. 

The reservoir is expected to 
reach 1,444 feet by July and to be 
down to 1,435 feet by the end of 
August. Although these predictions 
are highly dependent on the runoff, 
Hydro representatives said they were 

confident that the reservoir would reach 
full pool (1,444 feet), and would likely 
remain there until the end of July. If the 
summer is very dry, the reservoir may 
have to be drafted quickly in August. 

Based on stakeholder input to 
the Columbia River Water Use Plan, 
ideal summer recreation levels are 
1,435-1,444 feet. However, Helmut 
Klughammer told the reps that at 
1,444 feet, there was sloughing, a lot 
of debris in the lake, and no beaches. 
He suggested that 1,440 feet was the 
ideal level.

Kelvin Ketchum, Integrated 
Operations Manager, explained that BC 
Hydro imports and exports electricity at 
all times. BCH is connected to Alberta, 
Cominco, Alcan, Fortis, and the US and 
“because of our storage and flexibility, 
we can buy cheap and sell high.” This 
past winter, however, one unit in the 
Peace broke down, so BC Hydro had to 
buy at times when market prices were 
high. He said the prediction was that 
BC Hydro would have to purchase 9% 

of its energy needs in 2008-09, at a cost 
of $300-400 million. He said BC Hydro 
has been short of energy since 2000.

BC Hydro initiatives to address 
the shortage include conservation, calls 
for independent power projects (IPPs), 
and large capital projects, including 
rehabilitating the unit on the Peace and 
a fifth generating unit at Revelstoke. 
Discussions are underway for Mica 5 
and 6, Revelstoke 6 and Peace Site C.

Jen Walker-Larsen, Stakeholder 
Engagement Advisor, said that in 
summer 2006, 38 agreements were 
signed with IPPs that should see new 
power come online by 2011.

Someone at the meeting said he 
understood that there is no deficiency 
of electricity, so we don’t really need 
IPPs. Ketchum answered that the 
government has set a goal of energy 
self-sufficiency by 2016, so we will 
not be able to depend on US power. 
Because the downstream benefit is 
power that is produced in the US, 
albeit with Canadian water, it cannot 

be included in the self-sufficiency 
objective. However, it will help us get 
through the next few years, he said. On 
the self-sufficiency policy, Ketchum 
said electricity produced in BC would 
be reliable, but perhaps economically 
it would be better to purchase it on the 
open market.

Maureen DeHaan, Environment 
and Social Issues Manager, reported 
that the Columbia River Water Use 
Plan was now in implementation phase 
and there were 56 studies or physical 
works projects underway. Projects 
include fisheries studies, wildlife 
studies, amphibian and reptile studies, 
a recreational demand inventory, and a 
cultural/heritage study. 

DeHaan reported that 8,000 
sturgeon juveniles were released in 
May and 500,000 sturgeon larvae will 
be released in July below the Revelstoke 
dam. She said that the fertilization 
program is very successful, but costs 
are increasing.

The Hill Creek spawning channel 
had a 67% egg to fry survival rate this 
year, which is very close to the best 
year yet. The Meadow Creek spawning 
channel has also been very successful.

Walker-Larsen told us about a two-
step conservation rate that BC Hydro 
is proposing. If approved, it will come 
into effect in October. Designed as 
an incentive for residential customers 
to conserve, customers will pay 6.28 
cents per kw hour for the first 1600 
kW hours in the two-month billing 
period, and then pay 6.98 cents per kW 
hour for all electricity consumed above 
that amount. Currently, residential 
customers are paying 6.55 cents per kW 
hour. Low income customers can call 
BC Hydro for an energy saving kit.

There is also a new outage 
communication initiative. BCH is 
spending $31.7 million on the first 
stage of the plan, including system 
resiliency, customer communications 
and community preparation. System 
resiliency will be improved by 
hardening up to 200 circuits that 
have been vulnerable to storm-related 
outages. The company has purchased 
12 portable generators to be used around 
the province for critical power needs. 

She also reminded us of the BC 
Hydro Donations and Sponsorships 
funding programs. Application forms 
are online.

BC Hydro operations update meeting covers water levels, IPPs, rates

by Jan McMurray
Options for Nakusp’s boat ramp 

were presented to the community at a 
meeting attended by about 25 people 

Community of Nakusp favours existing site for new boat ramp
on June 25. Presenters were Harry 
Brownlow and Jennifer Walker-Larsen 
of BC Hydro and Paul Hoo of Moffatt 
& Nichol, the successful bidder on the 
contract for the feasibility study.

There was consensus at the meeting 
that the best option presented was to 
stick with the existing boat launch site, 
to completely replace the timber ramp 
with a rock-filled ramp, and to install 
a 34-metre-wide (three lanes) concrete 
slab surface. This option was estimated 
at a cost of $1.2 million.

With this option, some additional 
parking would be available alongside 
the wharf, but in low water only. A 
member of the public suggested that 
to reduce congestion in the parking 
lot, the washroom and sani-dump 
could be moved to the south (towards 
Spicer’s).

The new ramp would be a bit 
shorter and steeper (12-15% grade) 
than the existing one. To address 
concerns about a steeper ramp in 

winter conditions, Hoo suggested that a 
herring bone pattern on the ramp would 
allow for better traction.

Another concern, raised by 
launch club members, was that the 
manoeuvering room between the 
marina and the ramp was already 
tight. This was noted by BC Hydro 
for consideration during the design 
phase. 

Another issue raised was that the 
marina’s two breakwaters have been 
there for 25 years and will have to be 
replaced before too long. Brownlow’s 
response was that the breakwaters 
protect both the ramp and the marina, 
so BC Hydro and the launch club 
could perhaps share the cost. He said 
this should be built into the long-term 
maintenance plan. 

Councillor Switzer asked if it was 
possible for the Village to collaborate 
with BC Hydro to incorporate a 
fueling station, for example, into the 
design. Brownlow welcomed such 

collaboration.
Three years was Brownlow’s best 

guess on a timeline for the completion 
of the new wharf. The next steps 
are to get approval for the preferred 
option from BC Hydro and the Water 
Comptroller. The detailed design 
would then be done, perhaps by the 
end of this year, and would come back 
to the community, BC Hydro and the 
Water Comptroller. Environmental and 
Transport Canada approvals would 
take a year, he said. If everything 
worked out perfectly, he acknowledged 
that construction could happen in 
spring 2010, but indicated that 2011 
was a better guess, particularly because 
construction cannot take place until 
there is low water (below 1,410’).

There were three other conceptual 
design options for the existing wharf 
site. One was just like the preferred 
option, only with a gravel surface 
instead of a concrete one. The cheapest 
($750,000) and simplest was to keep 

the existing timber trestle and add 
a turnaround. The Cadillac option, 
with a price tag of $8.6 million, was 
to go with steel piles and a three-lane 
concrete deck.

Three other possible sites for the 
wharf were also presented, and were 
all axed in the elimination process at 
the meeting. The public beach site 
was first to go, for obvious reasons. 
The South Nakusp site was next, as 
environmental issues associated with 
this wetlands area would make it 
difficult to get required approvals. The 
North Nakusp site, which is currently 
used on good days and by small boats, 
was eliminated because it is very 
exposed.

The Water Comptroller has 
ordered BC Hydro to provide access 
to the reservoir at Nakusp. The 
company will be responsible for the 
annual maintenance and structural 
integrity of the wharf, while the Village 
will be responsible for day-to-day 

WANTED to HIRE
We need hardworking capable people to  

help after Music Fest.  The work crew will 

assist  with stage takedown, moving tables 

and chairs, taking down tents & fencing.

Location:   Nakusp Music Fest Site

Requirements:   Must be physically fit, reliable, 

   and able to lift heavy items.

Date:    Monday, July 21/08

Hours of work:  9 am to 3 pm

Payment:   $22/hour

How to Apply:   Phone Colleen @ 265-2141
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Thank you 
Valley Voice
The only newspaper that 

tells us what is going on in 
the Kaslo area. The only 
newspaper that gives us a 

chance to say what we think 
about it, free of charge, in 
Voices from the Valleys.

Paid advertisement by Jane Lynch 
in support of the Valley Voice

KASLO MOHAWK

Open every day of the year!
• Fuel • Groceries •

• Convenience Store •
• Soft Ice Cream •

– OPEN 6 AM - 9 PM –

353-2205  405-4th St.

KASLO & DISTRICT

by Jan McMurray
•Final registration of the 

Provincial building in the name 
of the Village of Kaslo has been 
completed. Council will plan a grand 
opening once a new name is chosen 
for the building.

•The following rental rates 
for office space in the provincial 
building were established: First floor 
- 30 cents/square foot; Second floor 
- $1.20/square foot; Third floor - 60 
cents/square foot.

•Current provincial building 
tenants will be informed that minor 
electrical upgrades will be done as 
soon as possible. A security system 
will also soon be installed in the 
common area, and tenants will be 
given the option of having security 
systems installed at the same time in 
their offices at their own expense.

•Tom Lancaster of SmartGrowth 
BC sent in the results of the 
questionnaire on the first draft of 
the OCP. He asked for a list of 
representatives of local organizations 
so he can interview them. The 
Citizens Advisory Committee will 
meet July 9 and generate a list for 
Lancaster.

•Mayor Holland, Councillor 
Hewat and two members of Kaslo’s 

Citizens Advisory Committee will 
attend the July 24 meeting of the Area 
D Advisory Planning Committee to 
discuss any cross-boundary issues 
in the planning process.

•Council received an email from 
Alan Davidson of the Ministry of 
Environment regarding further 
instability at Whitewater Creek on 
Hwy 31A. Last fall, the Village, 
the ministry and Retallack Lodge 
all contributed funds to a trenching 
project in an attempt to stabilize the 
area. Kaslo contributed because a 
landslide in this area would likely 
affect its backup Keen Creek water 
supply. Davidson says another two 
or three days of machine work and 
a detailed re-assessment of the 
slide is recommended, at a roughly 
estimated cost of $8,000. “Please 
respond with which level of support 
you are willing to undertake to 
mitigate this year’s slide movement 
impacts,” he concludes.

Council referred the email to 
Area D Director Andy Shadrack.

•A letter from Val Koenig of the 
Kaslo Trailblazers Society advises 
that the society would like to take on 
the project of completing the Kaslo 
waterfront trail. The Village will 
send a letter of thanks to the society, 

and ask them to coordinate their 
plans for design and construction 
of a wheelchair accessible trail from 
the Kaslo River bridge with the 
Public Works foreman.

•Mark MacKenzie will apply for 
a $2,000 grant from Heritage BC to 
hire a facilitator to hold a Heritage 
Register Getting Started Workshop. 
This is the first step in creating a 
Community Heritage Register for 
Kaslo.

•Council received information 
on the Community Action on Energy 
and Emissions grant, which seems 
a good fit for the proposed arena 
energy project. Staff was directed 
to get more information on grant 
application deadlines.

•The Community Garden 
Society of Kaslo, incorporated last 
fall, would like to take over the lease 
for the community garden from 
North Kootenay Lake Community 
Services Society. The request was 
referred to the Municipal Services 
Committee for recommendation to 
council.

•The Village will provide a 
letter of support for Food Security 
Coordinator Aimee Watson’s 
application to the Food Skills for 
Families program.

Kaslo council, June 24: Rental rates established for provincial building
•Spirit Square volunteers will 

be invited to the next Development 
Services Committee meeting 
to discuss inclusion of Water 
Street development in the grant 
application.

•Council resolved to change the 
speed limit to 25 km/hour on Front 
Street and around Vimy Park.

•Pennco Homes was granted 
Preliminary Layout Approval 
for development of Kaslo Bay 
property.

•Council authorized the City 
Hall Conservation Committee 
to proceed with a 2009 calendar 
fundraising project.

•Public Works will be directed 
to open suitable wheelchair access 
to Kaslo Bay Park.

•The Fisherman’s Pub & Grill 
was granted extended hours to 1 am 
during Jazz Fest, subject to RCMP 
approval. The pub’s request to be 
exempt from the Noise Abatement 
Bylaw during the festival between 
the hours of 10 pm and 2 am will be 
brought forward to the next council 
meeting.

•Mayor Holland will attend a 
Columbia Basin Trust study group 
tour to Kimberley as part of the 
Communities Adapting to Climate 
Change program.

•Council will  submit the 
following resolution regarding 
a new tax classification for 
permanent residents to the UBCM 
for consideration:

W h e r e a s  s m a l l  r u r a l 
municipalities are experiencing 
significant impacts from resort 
style development, with decreasing 
availability of residential property 
and, through increased costs on 
permanent residents through 

greater infrastructure and service 
demands;

And whereas these small rural 
municipalities have very limited 
resources to directly offset these 
financial impacts through revenue 
generation or taxation;

Now therefore be it resolved that 
the BC Government create a new 
tax classification to be known as 
Residential Property – occupied by 
permanent or full-time resident(s).

•The RDCK sent a draft bylaw 
to combine Kaslo and area’s arena, 
recreational program and the 
Regional Parks services into a single 
service, and to expand the mandate 
of that service. The draft bylaw was 
referred to the Municipal Services 
Committee for recommendation to 
council.

•Bylaw 1070, to regulate animal 
attractants within the Village, and 
Bylaw 1071, to provide for the 
collection and removal of solid 
waste within the Village were read 
three times. Infractions of both 
these bylaws will be subject to 
fines, as set out in Bylaw 1072 (to 
implement a bylaw enforcement 
ticket information bylaw), which 
was also given three readings. 
Bylaws subject to enforcement 
with fines are: Dog Control, Noise 
Abatement, Business Licence, Solid 
Waste Management and Animal 
Attractant Regulation. Fines range 
from $50 to $250 per infraction.

•A notice will be sent to advise 
of council’s intention to consider 
a development variance permit at 
a residence on Spruce Avenue to 
increase the height of the front fence 
from 2.6 feet to 6 feet. The higher 
fence will protect the resident’s 
garden from deer.

submitted
The snow is finally off the upper 

portions of the Kaslo to Sandon wagon 
road so it’s time to start thinking about 
having some summertime fun. The 
Kaslo Rails to Trails Society held its 
AGM on June 11 and some exciting 
ideas for this year’s projects were 
discussed.

These projects include signing of 
parking areas for trail users at the end 
of Zwicky Road and some additional 
trail signs for clarity purposes along the 
entire trail. An updated trail brochure 
is planned, as is the continuation of 
the trail from Goat Creek west to 

Zincton. And of course there is the 
usual ongoing maintenance, brushing 
out sections of the trail as needed. To 
facilitate trail brushing the society 
will initiate a program where groups 
of individuals can sponsor a kilometre 
or more of trail to clear out each spring 
or early summer.

The trail is now open from the 
end of Zwicky Road to Fish Lake as 
a multi-use trail. We encourage you 
to use and enjoy it but please respect 
private property and take out what 
you take in. The Retallack Resort has 
given us permission to travel past their 
lodge and we ask that you reduce your 

Kaslo Rails to Trails holds AGM, plans for improvements
speed and noise level while passing 
their facilities in order not to disturb 
their guests.

At the AGM, Jim Embery was 
re-elected president, with Herb 
Thompson taking the vice-president’s 
chair. Under their past guidance this 
multi-use trail has been opened up 
all the way to Fish Lake. Various 
sections were used extensively last 
winter for cross-country skiing and 
snowmobiling. 

Anyone interested in becoming 
a member of the society is asked to 
contact Jim Embery at 353-2431. 
Memberships are only $5 per year. 

submitted
Aaron Nazrul, one of Vancouver’s 

brightest emerging musical talents, 
will be touring the West Kootenay in 
July, playing the Langham Cultural 
Centre in Kaslo on Friday, July 

Aaron Nazrul to perform at the Langham, Starbelly Jam
18, 8 pm. Sharing the stage with 
Nazrul this July is Kaslo’s Tom van 
Deursen, of Carnival Red fame. 
Aaron Nazrul and the Boom Booms 
will also perform at Starbelly Jam in 
Crawford Bay on July 19.  

Nazrul is a world traveler and 
folksinger with the voice of a future 
classic. His music captures the raw 
emotion of Ben Harper and the 
cultural diversity of Manu Chao, with 
a unifying philosophy inspired by 
the poet Nazrul. He first performed 
internationally at the Edinburgh 
Festival in August 2007, winning 
critical acclaim and the hearts of fans 
from all over Europe. He was hailed 
as “the Golden Voice of the festival” 
by Festival FM, who frequently 
invited him to perform songs live 
on the radio.

“I don’t belong to just this 
country, this society. I belong to the 
world.”

Tickets are $12 at the door, with 
doors opening at 7:30 pm. For more 
information see www.myspace.
com/aaronnazrul. 

Vancouver guitarist Aaron Nazrul will perform at the Langham Cultural Centre 
on July 18 and at the Starbelly Jam on July 19.
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with Jamie Barber

LIVING

get outta town
with 

Peter 
roulston

WHAt’S uP WitH tHe noiSe?
When your bicycle makes more noise than you do, then it’s 

time to get things looked at.
Those annoying squeaks, creaks, clunks, thunks and rattles 

can slow you way down and can cause long-term damage. 
Spend some quality quiet time with your bike after a visit 

to my shop.
Sales, repairs, tuneups parts and accessories, too.

Kaslo Building 
Supplies

For all of your gardening 
needs – we help build 

gardens too

Mon - Sat – 8 am - 5 pm
6521 Highway 31 • Kaslo

Phone: 353-7628
Fax: 353-7740

www.kaslobuilding.com
kaslo.building@telus.net

WANTED 
TO BUY: 

CEDAR AND 
PINE POLES
John Shantz

• 250-308-7941 (cell)

Please contact: Gorman 
Brothers Lumber Ltd.

250-547-9296

Springtime in 
the Rockies

First off I’m going to admit that 
while most of these columns pertain 
to Kootenay places and experiences 
which I’ve enjoyed, every now and 
then I’ll be out somewhere else that 
is so impressive that you end up 
reading about it right here. Every 
year I like to make an early summer 
trip to the Rocky Mountain parks 
before the big vacation rush starts, 
and with it being only several hours 
drive from here, it’s semi-local.

The great thing about sightseeing 
in late June is that the days are super 
long, which allows for plenty of 
activities, and all watercourses and 
falls are running full bore. I did one 

camping night near Golden then 
stayed at the deluxe International 
Hostel at Lake Louise, which makes 
a perfect central base for adventure. 
Modern hostels can be a good 
place for people of all ages and 
families with kids to stay cheaply 
plus you encounter all kinds of 
hikers, cyclists, climbers and world 
travelers.

I did several nice road rides with 
my hybrid bicycle to Morrain Lake, 
Johnson Canyon and into Takkakaw 
Falls in Yoho Park from Field. Even 
in the pre-season time there was 
plenty of traffic around especially 
where highway projects were just 
finishing. The whole national park 
environment is geared for tourism 
though, and with over a century 
of experience in the visitor/guest 
business, everything’s set up for 
high volume.

I did one memorable hike 
that really made the entire trip 
worthwhile. While millions of 
people have dutifully driven up to 

Lake Louise to gaze out over the 
impossibly blue waters of the lake, 
fewer have walked much beyond 
the Chateau Louise grounds, and yet 
some of Canada’s grandest hiking 
trails fan outward from this very 
location. Parks Canada trails are very 
well signed and maintained.

So I did the half-day hike up to the 
Lake Agnes Teahouse and adjacent 
Beehive peaks. The continental 
divide looms right above all this on 
the west walls of the valley. The trail 
to Agnes Lake is wide and smooth – 
crushed gravel initially, then steeper 
and rougher as you ascend through 
the timber. I met numerous other 
folks enroute and was overtaken at 
times by fast-paced enthusiasts. You 
can also do the dude thing and go up 
there on horseback from either the 
Brewster or Peyto stables at Lake 
Louise via an alternate trail that gets 
muddied up from the horses. 

After maybe an hour’s walk the 
trail pauses at Mirror Lake, a small 
pond where the trail steepens for the 

headwall to Lake Agnes. You see 
all types of people up here from the 
well-equipped Euro adventurers with 
massive packs to the pale urbanites 
with fannypacks and sandals and the 
ever-present digital services. And 
everyone’s having a fine time, with 
all the races, creeds, and cultures 
mixing together happily.

Right before Agnes Lake the 
trail arrives at the base of the cliffs 
and an elaborate series of staircases 
conveys you to the edge of the lake 
beside the teahouse and the abrupt 
views of all that’s there can stop you 
in your tracks. It’s a classic hanging 
valley with all the small lake, soaring 
peaks, alpine tundra and scree slopes 
you could hope for. I peeked into the 
busy teahouse, which was packed 
with about 30 people all sipping and 
snacking away (tea $4 a cup, $10 a 
pot) and was happy to sit outside on 
the shore with my thermos and chat 
with some folks from Belgium.

Anyhow, that’s not a difficult 
hike to do, but is most worthwhile 

as are so many other trails in this 
spectacular heart of the Rocky 
Mountains. People travel here from 
all over the planet for the vacation 
of a lifetime, and us lucky Kootenay 
residents can scoot over to these 
places at reasonable cost despite the 
high gas prices.

I spent four days in the Rockies 
and now I’ll gladly put in the rest of 
the summer around the Kootenays 
more or less. Driving back home I 
stopped at the giant new Park Bridge 
east of Golden, where there’s a rest 
area the size of a small airport. 
I cycled up over the big bridge, 
stopping to gawk over the sides and 
then rode the old highway, below 
which is now a paved walkway 
beside the Kicking Horse River. 
New and man-made or ancient and 
natural, this is one of those trips I’ll 
do every year for sure.

Peter Roulston owns the Bicycle 
Hospital in New Denver but is 
uncomfortable around horses. 
250-358-2133

Choosing a 
motorcycle

As I sit down to write this, 
Silverton’s July 1 celebrations are 
about to start. The weather has turned 
hot and summer activities have 
begun in earnest. It seems every third 
vehicle on the road is a motorcycle 
this summer and I have had quite a 
number of people ask me for advise 
on how to select the right ride for 
them. Perhaps this is an opportune 
time to explore this subject.

The first thing to note is that there 
is not a single motorcycle that is right 

for everybody. We are all looking for 
something different and there are 
many makes and models out there to 
cater to every whim. Before you begin 
to look around, be sure that you are 
qualified to operate a bike on the road. 
You need a specialized motorcycle 
endorsement on your regular driver’s 
licence and this requires both a written 
and driving test. If you are a beginner 
or someone that is returning to the 
sport after a long absence, I cannot 
but recommend a motorcycle-riding 
course to bring you up to speed. It’s 
not that motorcycles are hard to ride; 
it is just that there is not too much 
room for mistakes and we already 
get too many bike accidents around 
here. Motorcycles, inexperience 
and mountain roads are a deadly 
combination, so take some time to 
learn to ride properly. 

Once you have got by that hurdle, 
it is time to pick out a bike. Of 
course, price is usually a big factor 
here, but there are other important 
considerations as well. The biggest 
mistake I see people making, is 
getting a bike that is too big for them. 
The bike has to fit your body. Be sure 

you can sit comfortably on the seat 
and have both of your feet flat on the 
ground. If you are short of stature, 
don’t despair. Many bikes have 
very low seat heights and others can 
easily be lowered a few inches if it is 
necessary. You do this with a lowering 
kit and selecting a seat with thinner 
padding. You should be easily able to 
reach and use all the controls. If your 
feet don’t reach the brake pedal or 
you can’t squeeze the clutch, you are 
probably on the wrong bike.

I always like to recommend a 
smaller displacement bike rather 
than selecting a powerful, heavy 
machine. Most modern motorcycles 
have a lot more power than anyone 
other than experienced racers can 
actually handle. You don’t need all 
this power to have fun and too much 
of it will only get you in trouble in 
the long run. I have a few long-term 
biker friends that have traded in their 
old Harleys for 250cc - 500cc road 
bikes and they tell me that they like 
the more sedate pace a lot better. A 
powerful bike requires the operator 
to pay more attention to road and 
traffic conditions and you often fail 
to really appreciate what motorcycles 

are all about – nothing more or less 
than having your knees in the breeze. 
Even an older 450cc machine is 
capable of taking you half way across 
the country in comfort if you have it 
set up right.  

Some bikes are set up for cruising 
the highway and others are specialized 
for dirt riding, but there are also many 
dual-purpose bikes that can be used 
for both. These are very popular 
in Europe and are becoming more 
popular here as well. Sport bikes are 
a specialist niche that can be a blast to 
operate, but the fun factor is directly 
proportional to the speed you go at, 
so you had better be quite skilful in 
your riding if you want to stay in 
one piece. 

It seems everyone wants a big 
Harley or equivalent, and this can 
be a fine choice if you want to spend 
this kind of money and feel you are 
competent to handle a large bike. I 
think that a rule of thumb is that if 
you can’t pick it up off the ground by 
yourself when it falls over, the bike is 
too big for you. Harleys are nice. The 
parts aren’t too expensive and there 
are lots of places you can get service, 
but to my mind, they are overpriced 

and you will get much better value 
for your money by buying a Japanese 
cruiser bike. $12,000 will get you a 
fully decked out Japanese cruiser that 
has more power and features than a 
Harley, which will cost just about 
twice as much.

Of course, used bikes are where 
most people start and you should 
be able to pick yourself up a nice 
motorcycle for under $2000. Be 
sure to spend lots of time looking. 
You may even be able to get out on 
a few test rides to try the bike out to 
see if it suits you. Take a competent 
bike mechanic with you or have the 
motorcycle inspected by the same 
before you buy it to save yourself a 
lot of grief later on. If you are careful, 
there are a lot of bargains out there 
right now.

Whatever bike you decide 
on, take it easy for the first few 
thousand kilometres to get used to it. 
Emergencies require you to be fully 
familiar with the bike and you won’t 
have time to think about things when 
that deer jumps out in front of you. Be 
careful, be smart and be aware that it 
often takes years to find the exact right 
motorcycle for you. Good luck! 

I knew it would creep in like 
summer is on an automatic dial that 
is set for high by June 30th! 

In our gardens this time of year, 
number one concern is water. Not 
using too much as it is a precious 
resource as well as being efficient with 
when as to not burn plants.

Early morning, late evening and 
hardly in between. 

Sprinklers of the rain wave 
kind are generally considered very 
inefficient for water use; up to 70% 
can be lost through evaporation alone 
when using a sprinkler in the heat of 
the day.

The best methods for maintaining 
a moist soil during our hot months is 
a combination of companion planting, 
mulching and the appropriate water 
systems.

Many plants do not like wet leaves, 
and best absorb water through their 
roots anyhow. Drip lines and emitters 
are installed on water line every couple 
of inches to offer even distribution at 
the base of plants. They tend to be the 
most efficient at preventing water loss 

through evaporation while providing 
sufficient water for plant growth.

However, when plants are small, 
the drippers may not reach the tiny root 
hairs that are desperately seeking agua. 
Also, as crops ideally should be rotated 
each year, the spacing on your drippers 
could become troublesome with 
many plants needing various spacing. 
Emitters can come in the form of mini 
sprinklers that pop up an inch or so; 
these are probably best as they are still 
low to the ground and distribute even 
amounts of water within a could radius 
for small plants.

Soaker hoses are similar in 
the approach, but distribute water 
wherever they are laid. This can 
overcome the need to get water to 
small plants as well. 

Soil is like a sponge. When it is 
moist, it will hold water well. Very 
dry soil will not hold water well as 
it pools on top, or in pots it may drip 
right through to the bottom leaving 
your plants thirsty.

With companion planting, or 
biointensive methods where plants 

are planted close together with 
complimentary root systems, water is 
maintained in the soil by decreasing 
the soils exposure to the sun, i.e. 
lettuce which has a fairly shallow root 
system but can create a large ground 
covering when full grown, can be 
planted beside radishes. The leaves 
create a foliar mulch for the radishes 
while also competing out the weeds.

Mulch alone is a great choice for 
gardens in the Kootenays. Most mulch 
for veggie gardens should come in the 
form of straw – as hay can generally 
have weed seeds in it. If you would 
like to control weeds while also 
keeping moisture in the ground, place 
newspaper down first, then straw at 
about ½ inch thick or less. Pennywise 
papers use a vegetable die, so should 
be non toxic to the plants and soil. 
Avoid all glossy papers.

For the health of all, water smart 
and take afternoon siestas!

Aimee Watson
NKL food security coordinator
Lawns to Gardens project
www.nklcss.org/food

Gardening 101- July- The Heat is ON!!
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Fern’s
Now delivering to New Denver 

& Silverton on Saturdays!
Call me and we can arrange anything!
KASLo: Phone/Fax: 1-250-353-7474

WEST KOOTENAY
MACHINE SHOP

915 Front Street
Nelson, BC V1L 4C1
(Railway Side Access)

General Machining
Parts Repaired or 

Remanufactured

Shop Phone/Fax
250-352-2123

Dave Smith     Owner/Machinist

Slocan Auto &
Truck Repairs

24 hour towing 
BCAA, Slocan, BC  

355-2632

111 Mcdonald Drive, Nelson, BC
ph 250-352-3191

sales@mainjet.ca • www.mainjet.ca

NAKUSP GLASS
201 Broadway

265-3252
The clear choice for 
all your glass needs!

SALES & SERVICE
98 - 1st Street, Nakusp • 265-4911

OPEN 6 DAYS A WEEK
CHAINSAWS
• Stihl
• Husqvarna
MOWERS
• Snapper
• Toro
• Lawnboy

TRIMMERS
• Homelite
• Stihl • Toro
• Husqvarna
SMALL ENGINES
• Tecumseh
• Briggs & Stratton

AUTOMOTIVE • SMALL MOTORS • MACHINE SHOP
Caribou Service
(250) 265-3191

5549 Frontage Road
Burton, BC

24 Hr Towing and Recovery
Auto Repairs & Tires

Auto Parts

FLORIST

24 Hour toWing
1007 HWy 23, nAKuSP

PH: 265-4577

• welding repairs • full service 
& repair • licenced technician • 

radiator repairs & service • mobile 
service available • fast, friendly 

BUSINESS DIRECTORY

and

JIM’S ATV
REPAIRS & SALES

Small Engine Repair
Jim Brodie

250-353-2124
Box 375, Kaslo, BC  V0G 1M0

INDUSTRIES
Your Friendly neighbourhood Mechanic

•Automotive Electrical Specialist  •BC Certified Mechanic
• Certified Vehicle Inspector  •Small Engine Certified

(250) 353-2800 • 8845 Hwy 31 • Kaslo

MOUNTAIN VALLEY STATION
BOTTLE DEPOT

Slocan City • 355-2245
Open MON - SAT  9-5

Your “Bottle Drive” Specialists

LAuNDROMATRECYCLING
Mark Adams

Certified General Accountant
P.O. Box 279
New Denver, BC 
V0G 1S0

BuS. 250-358-2411

ACCOuNTANT

Beside Slocan Park Service
2976 Highway 6, Slocan Park

JEWELRY
Jo’s Jewelry

Custom work and repair in 
silver and Gold, by appointment

358-2134
new denver, Goldsmith Jo-anne barClay

nakusp   265-4406

BCAA Towing

COMPuTER

ken@palmercomputerservices.com

Palmer 
Computer 
Services

- Repairs 
- Upgrades 

- Consulting
Microsoft Certified 
Systems EngineerPhone: 355-2235

Advertise in the Valley Voice
Your locally owned, independent 

community newspaper

SLOCAN VALLEy ART & GARDEN 
TOUR Sun., July 6, 10 am - 4 pm. The 11th 
annual - a chance to see gorgeous art, ponds 
& plantings. Find brochures with map at 
garden centres, libraries, and Slocan Valley 
businesses. By donation. Info: 226-7347.
ARROWTARIAN SENIOR CITIZENS 
SOCIETy AGM will be held July 7 at 10 
am at the Arrowtarian Rotary lounge, 212 
7th Ave, Nakusp.
FAMILy NATURE WEEKEND “Being 
the Macrocosmos” with Peter Mcallister July 
4-6 at the Tipi Camp on Kootenay Lake. A 
learning and leisure weekend exploring how 
each person is a miraculous Macrocosmos! 
To register: toll free 1-866-800-2267, or 
visit www.tipicamp.bc.ca.
AMAZING MUSIC this July at the 
Langham in Kaslo ~ two Fridays in a row 
leading up to the jazz fest. Friday, July 18th 
@ 8 pm $12 at the door – Aaron Nazrul 
and the Boom Booms bring you their new 
age west coast retro-funk groove www.
myspace.com/aaronnazrul and Friday, 
July 25th @ 8 pm $18 at the door The 
Wyrd Sisters return with their unique brand 
of feminine folk to grace our acoustically 
awesome little stage. www.myspace.com/
the wyrds.
HIDDEN GARDEN GALLERy - Jamie 
Frazer’s paintings July 2-14. Nadine Stefan 
and Galen Felde - recent work. July 16 - 21. 
Opening July 17 7-9. Osmosis to play.
EXPLORE THE WHOLE WOODS! 
Saturday, July 5, 1pm. Join local herbalists 
and nature lovers to explore and map the 
Vallican Whole’s woods. Find out what 
grows in a mixed riparian bush, what uses 
the plants have, and what they need. Free!

eDuCAtion
WANNA LEARN TO BLOW GLASS? 
A Stones Throw Glass House offers one-
on-one beginner flameworking lessons 
in Passmore. Call 250-226-7156 for 
bookings.

For rent
OFFICE OR RETAIL SPACE - 16’ x 
24’, next to Silverton Building Supplies 
on highway. $265.00/month. Call 
250-358-2293.

For SALe
CUSTOM PICTURE FRAMING 
equipment, lots of inventory, will train. 
lee@silvertonbuilding.ca  250-358-2287.
1996 MOBILE HOME (only) 72’ x 
14’. Original new condition. Vacant. Two 
bedrooms, two bathrooms, vinyl siding, 
peaked shingle roof, -40 rating. Located 
in Nakusp area. $58,000. 250-265-2219 
(evenings), 250-265-3688 (days).
MAKE AN OFFER. Must move 12’x68’ 
mobile home off property located at 
105 Josephine St . ,  New Denver. 
250-358-7797.
1979 CENTURION MOTORHOME 
– 21’ on a one-ton Dodge with awning. 
Sleeps six. Newly upholstered and new 
rug. Microwave, fridge, stove. 7,500 kms. 
250-265-4682.

FounD
ONE PAIR EyEGLASSES and one 
pair prescription sunglasses left at 
Lucerne School. To claim, contact Barb 
at 358-2266.

HeALtH
yOGA AT THE DOMES - Monday and 
Saturday mornings 9-10:30, Thursday 
afternoons 4-5:30. Drop in $10 or $50 
package the 6th session is free. Find balance 
and relaxation through movement. Call 
Madeleine for any questions 358-2475.
FULL SPECTRUM BODy WORK 
offers deep tissue and stress reduction 
treatments in the privacy of your own 
home. For additional info and to book 
appointments please call 358-6808.
CRANIAL SACRAL THERAPy with 
Darlene. Deep fluid inner massage available 
alternate Tuesdays at Hand and Soul, 
Silverton. Call 358-2177.
yOGA, FELDENKRAIS and THAI 
MASSAGE in Nakusp. Available for 
workshops in the West Kootenay. Nakusp 
Movement & Wellness Centre. Tyson Bartel 
265-3827.
PILATES WITH SUSAN in Nakusp – 
Discover this powerful, head to toe workout 
for all levels. Register for beginner or 
intermediate classes. Call 265-4952.

HeLP WAnteD
HOME SUPPORT WORKER wanted 
4 hours/day weekends for disabled 
independent male. Need Care-Aide course 
or equivalent. Reply to Box 433, New 
Denver, V0G 1S0.
C A S U A L A S S I S T E D  L I V I N G 
WORKERS - HALCyON HOUSE: 
Halcyon Assisted Living Society (HALS) 
is a progressive not-for-profit organization 
focused on being the pre-eminent provider 
of Assisted Living in the community.

Assisted Living Workers follow a 
personal care service plan developed 
for each Tenant at Halcyon House that 
includes scheduled personal care and 
hospitality service. Unscheduled personal 
care is available twenty-four hours each 
day. Assisted Living Workers duties include 
personal care, assistance with activities of 
daily living, social/recreation programming, 
housekeeping, laundry, meal preparation 
and service.
Qualifications: Certification as a Home 
Support Worker, Assisted Living Worker 
or Resident Care Aide; Food Safe Level 
I; First Aid.
Closing date:  July 9, 2008 at 4 pm.

Please submit resume and cover letter 
to: Mark Brunton, Executive Director, Box 
100, Nakusp, BC  V0G 1R0.

We thank all those who apply. Only 
those selected for an interview will be 
contacted.

Automotive
GO GREEN with FUEL FREEDOM 
INTERNATIONAL products. Increase 
MPG 7%-14%. Go the extra mile. Gas and 
Diesel. Reduce emissions by 75%. www.
clearview.myffi.biz. 358-7723.

BoAt tourS
BOAT TOURS deliver scenic beauty, 
fascinating stories of the lake, land and 
local history. Up to 5 people. www.
kootenaylakeboattours.ca Toll free 
1-866-800-2267.

BuSineSS oPPortunitieS
WANT TO START yOUR OWN 
BUSINESS?  Community Futures 
offers business counselling and start-up 
information. Appointments available in 
Nakusp and New Denver. Contact Farhana 
Dumont at 265-3674, ext. 201 or email 
nakusp@futures.bc.ca.
PARTIES/INDIVIDUALS WITH 
MINERAL CLAIM holdings willing to 
enter into option agreements. Call Syd 
877-912-7578. Syber Realty, Kelowna.

Coming eventS
MEMBERS OF THE SLOCAN VALLEy 
Community Presbyterian Church welcome 
everyone to a service at 10 am on Sunday at 
the Passmore Hall. Come and enjoy music 
and praise that will lift your spirits. Come and 
celebrate. For more info, phone 226-7567.
THE FRIDAy MARKET happens in 
the heart of New Denver every Friday 
from 10am to 2pm. It features fresh local 
produce, herbs, flowers and a variety 
of Kootenay artisan wares. For info: 
fridaymarket@netidea.com.
WINLAW FARMER’S MARKET. 
Sundays, May 25 through October, 9:00 am 
to 3:00 pm. Spicer Centre, Hwy 6, Winlaw. 
Vendors wanted. 226-7862.
WHATSHAN 8TH ANNUAL MUSIC 
FESTIVAL 2008 “The Biggest Little Family 
Music Festival in Western Canada” July 
11-13th, 2008. Located near Enderby, 4km 
west of the Needles Ferry. Youth & Children’s 
Activities-FREE Camping/Shower/Food 
Facilities. Tickets: Weekend Pass $60. 
Reserve at: 1-604-594-1030. For more 
information email wlmf@whatshan.com or 
visit website www.whatshanmusic.com.

SLoCAn vALLey reCreAtion
RHyTHMIC GyMNASTICS CAMPS - Winlaw - July 14th to 17th; Crescent Valley 
– August 25th to 29th.
SUMMER SOCCER FOR KIDS -Times: 9:30 - 11:00 a.m. In Winlaw on Wednesday 
mornings beginning July 9th. Bonnington Park Soccer Week - July 14th to 18th.
SUMMER ART WITH KARLA PEARCE - Crescent Valley - July 7th to 11th; Slocan 
Park - August 25th to 29th.
SUMMER ECO CAMPS AGES 7+ - July 21st to 25th or July 28th to Aug, 1st. Meet 
at Endless Adventures.
KAyAKING WEEK JULy 14TH TO 18TH - Youth 9:00 a.m. to noon; Women 1:00 
to 4:00 p.m.
SLOCAN LAKE SWIM PROGRAM - August 5th to 15th. Village of Slocan Beach.
yOGA SUMMER RETREAT WITH ELIZA - August 5th to 8th, White Pines Dojo, Slocan.
NATURAL BUILDING WORKSHOPS - With Peggy Frith. PREPARING STRAW BALE 
WALLS FOR PLASTER - July 25th-27th; EARTHEN PLASTERS - Aug. 22nd to 24th.

226-0008Personal Classified Ads start at $8.00
Call 358-7218 for details

notiCeS
F O R  I N F O R M AT I O N  O N  A A 
MEETINGS contact Dave 358-7265; 
John 265-4924; Tonio 358-7158; Dave 
353-2658; Joan 355-2805; Dan 359-7817; 
Bill 226-7705.

rentAL WAnteD
LOCAL FAMILy desperately needs 
housing. Hills to Silverton. Immediately. 
358-2798.

ServiCeS
RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL 
SEPTIC TANK CLEANING: “Serving 
the Valley” 7 days/wk, 24-hr. All-Around 
Septic Services, Don Brown (250) 
354-3644, emergency 352-5676.
ROGAN ELECTRIC  Residential, 
commercial, industrial wiring. Local 
references available. All work guaranteed. 
“We get the job done.” 353-9638.

WAnteD
MUSICIANS, MAGICIANS, drama 
groups, performers to provide gratis 
entertainment for the captive audience 
at Halcyon House in Nakusp. Interested 
persons may contact Rosemary Hughes 
at 265-3692 or email halcyonhouse@
telus.net.

Next Valley Voice 
Deadline:

July 11, 2008
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• Spring Cleaning • Home Detailing 
• House Prepping • Painting

Call now for your free consultation!
265-0241

Window 
Washing 
Gutter 

Cleaning 

SOCKEYE SAWMILLS
 SLOCAN, BC
  • Custom on-site milling 
  • Timber/Lumber sales
  • Cedar posts, fencing, decking
  • Untreated landscape ties
Phone: 355-0024 • email: sockeye@telus.net

SAWMILL

HALL LUMBER 
& BUILDING SUPPLIES

open mon, tues, Wed, Fri & Sat 
10 am to 5 pm

PHone 250-269-0043
Find us at 280 Lower Inonoaklin Rd. 

Edgewood, BC

COLES RENTALS
AERATORS, HEATERS (PROPANE & ELECTRIC)

PLATE TAMPERS, JUMPING JACKS, REBAR 
BENDER JACKHAMMERS, HAMMER DRILLS, 

CONCRETE MIXERS, CONCRETE SAWS, 
TILECUTTERS, BLOCKCUTTERS, SCAFFOLDING, 
FLOOR SANDERS, FLOOR NAILERS, ROOFING 
NAILERS, FRAMING NAILERS, GENERATORS, 

WATER PUMPS, COMPRESSORS, LAWN 
TRACTORS, PRESSURE WASHERS, ROTO 

TILLER, PROPERTY PIN LOCATOR, CHIPPER/
SHREDDER, GAS POST HOLE DIGGER, 
WOODSPLITTER ...AND MUCH MORE!
PHONE 358-2632
1-888-358-2632

FoR ALL YoUR 
PRoPAnE nEEDS

359-7373
1-800-471-5630

Your local bulk dealer & service centre

• Ready Mix Concrete • 
• Lock Blocks • Septic Tanks •

• Drain Rock • 
• Road Crush • Sand & Gravel • 

• Dump Trucks • Excavator • 
• Crusher •

• Coloured Concrete • 
• Site Preparation •

Box 1001, Nakusp, BC, V0G 1R0
Ph. 265-4615 • 265-4328 (eves)

Lower Arrow Contracting
• Residential & Commercial 

Construction  
Property development, subdivision & services

For estimates or consultation call
Bob or Kevin (250) 269-7497

Installation and maintenance 

call Jim Berrill
(250) 359-5922

JEMS Propane Ltd.

ICF Building Products
“We provide Star Service”    

1-888-289-4731

EQuIPMENT RENTAL

HAIR
For all your painting needs

Call
nAKuSP

mAintenAnCe
Free Written Quotations

265-3082 • cell: 265-1574
email: sapietis@telus.net

Tradesman Electric
commercial • residential 

new construction • renovations
Reliable friendly service

Free Estimates Call Steve 226-7163

358-7769

AvA’s  
Hair studio

Far right entrance of the Wild Rose Restaurant in Rosebery

Tuesday to Friday 10-4 
open late Thursdays

Advertise in the Valley Voice
Your locally owned, independent 

community newspaper

CONSTRUCTION • HOME • GARDEN 

HEALTH
Hand & Soul Healing Centre

Chiropractor, Larry Zaleski, D.C.
Mondays & Fridays - Silverton

Every other Wednesday in Winlaw or nakusp
Counsellor/Healing Facilitator

Sue Mistretta, M.A., CCC.
358-2177 Silverton & Winlaw

Susan L. Yurychuk • 250-358-6804
By Appointment Only • New Denver

myofascial release • deep tissue massage • relaxation massage

MASSAGE

Serving the Slocan, Arrow Lakes & 
North Kootenay Lake Valleys

1-866-355-9037
1-250-355-2790

hanspainting@telus.net

Interior painting in wintertime
* Air treated for odours & offgassing

“Offers a wide 
variety of home 

improvements...”

Interior Renovations 
& Repairs
Chris Wasiak

PO Box 972
Nakusp, BC  V0G 1R0
ph   250.265.0050
fax  250.265.0160
cell 250.265.1285
chriswasiak@telus.net

YOUR VALLEY COMFORT AND BLAZE KING DEALER 
SPECIALIZING IN WOOD/ELECTRIC, WOOD/OIL AND 

WOOD/GAS COMBINATION FURNACES
Certified • Insured

COMPLETE SALES 
SERVICE AND 
INSTALLATION

Slocan City, BC • (250) 355-0088
website: www.kootenayfurnace.com

email: kfurnace@netidea.com

www.duradek.com

Read the Valley Voice online: www.valleyvoice.ca

P&L Flooring Sales
265-9955

Locally owned & operated in Burton 
Serving the Arrow & Slocan Lakes areas

Hundreds of styles to 
choose from!!

BUSINESS DIRECTORY

oBituAry

JACK EARL BARQUEST
The family of Jack Earl Barquest is 

saddened to announce his death on the 
summer solstice, June 21, 2008.

Jack was born in Maple Creek, 
Saskatchewan on March 13, 1939 but 
lived most of his life in British Columbia. 
Jack was a carpenter by trade and enjoyed 
spending time with his family and friends. 
Jack’s passion was digging for bottles in 
the mountains surrounding his Silverton 
home.

Jack’s presence and keen sense of 
humour will be greatly missed by his family 
and friends. Jack was pre-deceased by his 
brother Jim and is survived by his children 
Jack Jr., Cari (Gary), and Shane (Nadine). 
Jack was a devoted grandpa to Dylan, 
Liam, Darren, Ravyn and Jiro. Jack is also 
survived by his sisters Bert (Ed) and Babs 
(Harold) and his brothers, Bob (Lorraine), 
Marv and Dean. In addition Jack leaves 
behind several nieces and nephews.

There will be a celebration of Jack’s 
life at the Silverton Hall on July 12th at 
1pm.

Jack’s family would like to thank Dr. 
Diana Kelland for years of care and the 
nurses and staff of the Pavilion for their 
kindness.

In lieu of flowers donations in Jack’s 
name can be made to the Canadian Cancer 
Society.

BUTLER, Marjorie Harriet
With great sadness the Butler family 

regrets the passing of their Mother and 
Nana, Marjorie Harriet Butler. Marjorie 
passed away at the Peter Lougheed Centre 
on Monday, June 23, 2008. Marjorie would 
have been 90 this September. She was 
predeceased by her husband of 67 years, 
Bill Butler on June 4, 2008, son John Butler 
in 1999 and son-in-law Kenrick Rensing on 
June 15, 2007.

Marjorie is survived by four sons: Ron 
of Chilliwack, BC, Ken (Donna) of New 
Denver, BC, Dave (Co) of Calgary, Terry 
(Pat) of Houston, Texas and one daughter 
Cherie Rensing of Kamloops, BC as well 
as a multitude of grandchildren and many 
great grandchildren.

Marjorie will leave a big hole in the 
hearts of many and we will miss her lively, 
energetic youthful presence always.

A memorial will be held at the Kingdom 
Hall Centre in Calgary on July 5, 2008 at 
3:00 pm.
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The Arrow Lakes Historical Society’s award-
winning Circle of Silver will be re-printed in 
four to six months. To order a copy, contact 

the society at 250-265-3323 or drop by 
the office in the BC Hydro building on 7th 

Avenue in Nakusp on Tuesday or Thursday 
from 10 am to 3 pm. The book is preselling 

at $40, plus $10 postage if it is to be mailed. 
Send your cheque to the ALHS, Box 819, 

Nakusp, BC  V0G 1R0.

submitted
The Community Fund of North 

Kootenay Lake, operating under 
the wing of the Osprey Community 
Foundation, is pleased to announce 
grant recipients for 2008. Nine Kaslo 
and area organizations received $8,190 
from the general endowment fund. An 
additional $4,491 from the McKinnon 
Family fund goes to the Kaslo Library, 
the Kaslo Victorian Hospital, and a 
bursary to a JVH graduate for a total of 
$12,681 in benefits to the community. 
The presentation of grant cheques took 
place at the CFNKLS AGM on May 30 
at the Langham Theatre.

The 2007 grant recipients were the 
Kootenay Lake Independent School 
Society with $1,000 for a computer 
purchase, the Langham Cultural Centre 
received $1,000 for a fire alarm upgrade, 
OPTions for Sexual Health received 
$800 for travel assistance and child 
care, North Kootenay Lake Community 
Services Society was given $1,250 for 
its Partners In Philanthropy project, 
Kaslo and Area Hospice received $1,000 
for its grief and trauma outreach team, 
RDCK Area D received $1,290 for 
sending area youth to summer camp, the 
Kaslo Concert Society received $600 for 
its Jack McDowall Memorial Concert 
Series, the Kaslo Trailblazers Society 
received $500 for a bear-proof garbage 
container, and St. Mark’s Church was 
given $600 for its Labyrinth Project. 

CFNKLS has over $300,000 in 
endowments that will generate about 

Community Fund of North Kootenay Lake dispenses grants 
$14,000 in available grants for 2009. 
Included in these endowments are three 
Field of Interest Funds: The Seniors’ 
Fund; the Child, Youth, and Family 
Fund; and the Environment Fund. The 
interest from our permanent endowment 
funds generates the granting pool, and 

contributions are welcome at any time. 
For details about how to contribute 

to these endowment funds please write 
to CFNKLS at PO Box 661, Kaslo BC, 
V0G 1M0 or contact  president, David 
Stewart, at 250-366-4623 or sjdks@
direct.ca.

by Jan McMurray
The RDCK is moving to a blue bag 

system in Kaslo and Area D to improve 
the recycling system.

Residents are now asked to place 
their paper, tin, aluminum and plastics in 
the blue bags. At the recycling depot, there 
will be one bin for the blue bags, one for 
cardboard and one for glass.

The advantage of the blue bag 
system is that it allows better control of 
contamination. Currently, when a bin 
is too contaminated with unacceptable 
materials, sometimes the entire load needs 
to be landfilled. With the blue bags, any 
bag that contains significant amounts of 
contamination is simply removed from 
the line.

Materials for recycling are first taken 
to Nelson, where they are compacted 
for efficient transport. They then go to 
Cranbrook, where everything is separated 
and recycled, even the blue bags.

“Residents are assured that the Blue 
Bags received at the recycling plant 
in Cranbrook will be recycled back 
into useful products and not sent to the 
landfill,” states an RDCK media release.

The release also explains that 
materials collected from the existing 

Blue bags come to Kaslo and area
recycling depots are bagged or bound 
several times along the way to becoming 
new products. “Bagging materials at some 
point along the line is a necessity.”
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Oso Renewable Energy
Buy the tools for a secure energy future

Solar, Microhydro, products and installation
Competitive prices on all your independent

Home and Business energy products
www.OsoSolar.com - Kip

250-358-2660 or 406-752-6837

 Passmore
 Laboratory Ltd.
Water Testing • Flow Measurements
CAEAL certified to test drinking water
We’re in the Valley at: 1-250-226-7339
Jennifer & Tony Yeow passlab4@netidea.com

RESTAuRANT/WINE & BEER

Ann’s Natural Foods
Ann Bunka

- 358-2552 -
805 Kildare St., new Denver

• Zack Graphics & Inks •
Printer Sales ~ Discount Inkjet Cartridges
Photo Papers ~ Guaranteed Inkjet refills

eBay Marketing ~ Digitial Design

250-358-2111 • izack@telus.net
612 Josephine St. • Box 292 • New Denver, BC V0G 1S0

Beside Slocan Park Service
2976 Highway 6, Slocan Park

Wine & Beer making Kits 
to satisfy all budgets!

Winlaw Brew-Op

5972 Cedar Creek Road, Winlaw • 226-7328

take-Home Kits, or Brew it with us!
open 11:00 to 6:00 tues. to Sat.

    Summer HourS
      7 Am - 10 Pm

QUALITY PIZZA anytime!
265-4880
Air Conditioned

93-5th Ave. nakusp
Non-Smoking

laceNick’s

P
Seven Days a Week!

open tuesday - Sunday
9 am - 4 pm

Main St. New Denver 358-2381

Specialty Coffees, Teas, 
U-Brews and Kits for Home
                    • Open Every DaynAKuSP  265-4701

Slocan Village Market
Groceries, fresh produce, fresh meat, 

Agency Liquor, organic foods, 
in-store deli, in-store bakery.

Open 7 days/week, 9 am - 7 pm
Slocan, BC • ph:355-2211 • fax: 355-2216

Lemon Creek 
Lodge & Campground

Year-round facility
Licensed Restaurant
Open Thurs - Sun

5 PM - 8 PM
1-877-970-8090 tfn

www.jonesboysboats.com
Ainsworth, British Columbia

4080 Hwy 31 N
Call: 1-877-552-6287

(250) 353-2550 Fax (250) 353-2911

HARBERCRAFT

LeSter KoenemAn
Phone 265-3128 or

24-hour Fax 265-4808
Broadway St. Nakusp

Ph: 359-7111  Fax: 359-7587
www.playmorpower.com

Playmor Junction Hwy 6 & 3A
1043 Playmor

ENGINEERED WITH YOU IN MIND

Re-Awakening
Health Centre• Health Products

• Books
• Greeting Cards

320 BroADWAy St. nAKuSP  265-3188

PAuLA ConrAD
Home: (250) 358-2707

Selkirk realTy
265-3635

Free Consultation

e-mail: paulaconrad@royallepage.ca
Website: www.royallepage.ca/selkirkrealty

HuB internAtionAL 
BArton 

inSurAnCe 
BroKerS

For all your 
inSurAnCe 

needs
265-3631

1-800-665-6010

NEW DENVER  
358-2443 358-7292

Your Local Grocer

SILVERTON

The Apple Tree 
Sandwich Shop

Soup, Sandwiches & Desserts
358-2691

Mon. - Fri. 7 A.M. - 4 P.M.
Sat. 11 A.M. - 4 P.M.

Tammy Peitzsche
“Your Valley Specialist”
   - Honesty
   - Integrity
   - Customer Service
Free Market Evaluation
isoldit@shaw.ca
365-9640

 GROCERY • HEALTH FOOD

RECREATION

PROFESSIONAL SERVICES

REAL ESTATE

Advertise in the Valley Voice. It pays!!!
Call 358-7218 for details or email: valleyvoice@netidea.com

BUSINESS DIRECTORY

Pub
opens every Day at 12 noon

• Offsales •
2 Lakeview Patios

Lakefront rooms, Starting at $89.00
358-7929

12 Lake Ave • Silverton, BC

Legendary Meats 

Bulk - Beef, Pork, Buffalo 
and Sausage Sales

Custom Cutting & Sausage 
Making, Curing & Smoking 

of Bacons & Hams

Winter Hours: Thursdays & Fridays
9 am till 5 pm

Phone: 226-7803
2826 Hwy 6 • Slocan Park

MEAT CuTTING

WRITER/EDITOR

Colour/B&W Laser Printing/Copying • Digital Photography
Word processing • Scanning • Faxing • Binding • Laminating
CUSTOM CARDS • BROCHURES • CALENDARS • NEWSLETTERS

The best selection of photo cards of local views anywhere
1007 Josephine St. (Box 298), New Denver

Ph. 358-2435     essay@direct.ca     Fax 358-2607

Solar • Micro-Hydro • Wind

Site Assessment • Design • Installation

Jennifer Stephenson
MBA

www.jenergy.ca • info@jenergy.ca
(250) 354-3428 • 1-877-354-3428

SOLAR HOT WATER!

submitted
If fishing for the largest rainbow 

trout species on earth in one the most 
beautiful spots on earth isn’t enough, 
here’s a final lure to tempt you. 

If you reel in a Gerrard rainbow 
trout in Kootenay Lake this summer 
with a specially marked tag, you’ll 
walk away with a cash reward. You 
don’t even have to ‘roll up the fin’ to 
win. A total of 20 Gerrard rainbow 
trout, each with a fork length of 
more than half a metre, have been 
given bright orange, easy-to-see tags 
bearing the text “$100 REWARD.” 

The goal  of  the project , 
spearheaded by the Habitat 
Conservation Trust Foundation 
(HCTF) in cooperation with the BC 
Ministry of Environment (MOE), is 
to better understand the population 
dynamics of the mighty Gerrard 
rainbow trout of Kootenay Lake. 
It will help biologists determine 
population levels as well as fishing 
and natural mortality rates. 

Whether or not the fish is 
released, anglers are asked to clip 
off the tag(s) with scissors or a knife. 
The orange tag must be returned to 
the Nelson MOE office to claim the 

Win a reward for hooking a Gerrard rainbow trout this summer
$100, courtesy of the Freshwater 
Fisheries Society of BC (FFSBC).

It is important that anglers 
return the tags to the Ministry of 
Environment office in Nelson. They 

can either be mailed in or dropped 
off in person. The 20 reward-tagged 
fish have also been fitted with sonic 
transmitters, so when they swim 
past an array of buoys in the lake, 

biologists will be able to track their 
movements. 

Anglers are reminded that they 
must have a valid BC freshwater 
fishing licence plus the special 

conservation surcharge to fish for 
Kootenay Lake rainbow trout. 

For more information anglers 
should contact Jeff Burrows at MOE, 
250-354 6333.

Karla Pearce and Phyllis Del Puppo stand in front of a freshly complete 45-foot mural at 
Winlaw School. The mural was painted entirely by the school’s 80 students. The project 

was organized by Kindergarten teacher Noni Byers, facilitated by local artist Karla Pearce 
and was supported by the Hudson Bay Company, an ArtStarts grant, and a donation of 

paint from Colour Your World. The mural depicts the Sinixt creation story as told by Sinixt 
elder Bob Campbell and is one component of a larger project that will be unveiled this fall. 

When someone from Slocan City is struck by misfortune, the community sure knows how to 
rally together and show its support. On June 7, an auction and dance at the community hall 
resulted in well over $20,000 raised for a mother and daughter with serious health issues. 

The Valley View Golf Club held a tournament on May 25 to raise money for the 
Slocan WE Graham Youth Group. Shirley Hubel, golf club director (left) presents 
Corrie Traenenberg (right) with a cheque for $530.73 for the youth in the area.
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by Jan McMurray
A brand new business based in 

New Denver, Kootenay Wood Energy, 
is offering professional wood heat 
services, including chimney sweeping, 
stove and chimney installation, 
maintenance, repairs and re-lining 
for all types of woodstoves.

“There is a serious lack of certified 
technicians in the area, so I thought 
I’d try and fill that void,” commented 
Kootenay Wood Energy owner Chris 
Warren.

Dave Butt, the only certified 
technician in the area, has been 
searching for someone to take over his 
business for the past couple of years. 
Chris, a ski guide during the winter 
season, was looking for something to 
do in the spring, summer and fall. It 
was the perfect fit.

Chris has completed all the 

certification courses and has been 
training with Dave Butt over the past 
year. He will finish his training within 
the next year and will be fully certified, 
allowing him to do inspections as well. 
In the meantime, Dave continues to 
do inspections and signs off on Chris’ 
installation work.

Chris is also an experienced 
carpenter, which comes in handy 
when renovations are required for an 
installation.

“I’m good to go,” he says. “I’ve 
got all my equipment, and I’m fully 
insured. I encourage people to call me 
now, instead of waiting until fall when 
it gets super busy.”

Chris will be serving the Arrow 
Lakes, Kaslo and area, Slocan Valley, 
Castlegar and Trail. To contact 
Kootenay Wood Energy call 250 
358-7276.

New business fills a need for 
woodstove services

Chris Warren is the owner of Kootenay Wood Energy.

submitted
The Vallican Whole Community 

Centre is offering a chance to explore 
the land around the Whole and see 
what grows there. Local herbalists 
and naturalists will take you on a 
tour on Saturday, July 5 at 1 pm and 
explain the mysteries of nature in a 
bush near the river. This workshop 
is being offered by volunteers who 
want to help steward the community 
centre’s grounds.

“This is part of our plan to 
make our woods kind of a mini-
demonstration forest,” says board 

Vallican Whole offers naturalist tour of community centre grounds
member and amateur botanist Moe 
Lyons. “We want to map what grows 
here, repair the damage done to this 
tiny ecosystem over the years, while 
we both learn and teach how to care 
for this kind of land.” 

Anyone who wants to help 
spruce up the Whole and find out 
what it needs in the next phase of 
its life is invited to come early, 
from 9 am on, and join a happy 
crew of workers to wash windows, 
clean floors, and generally give the 

building a little love.
The Vallican Whole (RARTS) 

board wants to let people know 
the building and grounds are now 
available full-time for all kinds of 
creative community use. Whether it’s 
a family rite of passage, a workshop, 
a retreat, a festival or another kind of 
celebration, the Vallican Whole is a 
beautiful building that belongs to the 
Slocan Valley community. 

For more information call 
226-0097.


