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Another successful Nakusp Music Festival a boon to the area
itself spends about $318,000 a year
using the services of local businesses
and providing eight jobs. They have
also contributed tens of thousands of
dollars to community organizations and
events, such as the Nakusp and District
Chamber of Commerce. Their $80,000
advertising campaign in BC and Alberta
promotes Nakusp and area as well as
the festival.
These figures show the festival’s
commitment to the community, and so
did the featuring of young local talent
this year.
Four Nakusp Secondary School
jazz band musicians got up on the
stage with Skavenjah, an eight-piece
band that has performed at all but one
Nakusp Music Festival. Lisa Lizee, the
students’ band teacher, explained that
after the festival last year, Skavenjah
decided they wanted to do something
to give back to Nakusp. They contacted
her with the idea of a competition for
her students. They sent the music for
two songs for the students to practise,
and then came to Nakusp to judge the
competition. The winners were invited
to play the songs on stage with them
at the festival, and the winners were:
Avery Bremner on sax, Jennifer Scott
on trumpet, Rowan Greger on tenor sax,
and Bonnie McGinnis on clarinet.
Hometown girl Cassidy Wethal
and local band 23 North, with Dave
Mang on lead guitar, Rod Zorn on bass
and Dane Olsen on drums, opened the
festival on Sunday. “Wow, it was the
best opportunity ever,” said Cassidy.

by Jan McMurray
The Glacier/Howser independent
power project has hit a “speed bump,”
according to project spokesperson Neil
Murphy.
The Environmental Assessment
Office (EAO) has determined that
the application for an environmental
certificate for the project has some
deficiencies. “So we returned the
application to the proponent [Purcell
Green Power, owned by Montrealbased AXOR] and have asked them
to correct the deficiencies and then
they can re-submit their application,”
explained Garry Alexander, Project
Assessment Director at the EAO. There
is no deadline for the re-submission.
Alexander said the application
was missing some baseline data on
stream flows, and that there were some
concerns about the biological work
included in the application.

Murphy, project spokesperson,
said the EAO’s big concern was the
missing stream flow data, whereas
the “few other clarifications” they
requested were minor.
Murphy explained that the
company lost stream flow data on
Glacier Creek when their gauging
equipment was vandalized during a
blockade last summer and fall. The
blockade was set up on Glacier Creek
Forest Service Road by area residents
and others, who were protesting the
Glacier/Howser project as well as the
state of the road. The blockade was
removed by court order in October.
Murphy says he re-established
new hydrology stations in December,
so they now have enough stream flow
data. However, he said the EAO also
asked them to hire an independent
hydrology firm that was “considered
totally 200% certified by the EAO,

“I’ve never played a gig that big before.
Dane and I are young, and we were
in our glory. Dave and Rod are more
seasoned musicians, but they loved it,
too. We are so proud because we had
so much local support.” Cassidy said
she got the gig after taking a demo tape
that she had recorded in Kelowna to the
music festival office.
Brittany Kalesnikoff, a young
woman from Castlegar with a bright
singing career ahead of her, also
performed for the second year in a row
at the festival.

RCMP Corporal Barbara Vincent
reported that there were fewer incidents
than expected over the weekend. She
commended ICM Security for an
excellent job inside the venue, and said
most of the problems for the police
were outside the festival grounds. She
said there were many liquor infractions,
a few fights, and some vandalism to
vehicles. Police were able to keep people
from camping out in their vehicles on the
main streets, but not the back alleys and
side streets, so Vincent plans to improve
on this next year. She said there will also

be more effective policing on the beach
next year. “There will be zero tolerance
for alcohol on the beach,” she said.
Vincent was very happy with the
support from local businesses. The
liquor store, beer and wine store, and
pubs only sold domestic beer in cans to
cut down on the glass in town, and the
pubs all closed at the same time as the
beer garden at the festival.
This year’s festival production
costs were expected to reach $950,000,
while revenues were estimated at $1.1
million.
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by Jan McMurray
The fifth annual Nakusp Music
Festival was another screaming
success.
Doug Switzer of Octopus
Productions, the company Nakusp
Roots Music Society (NRMS) hires to
produce the show, said they were getting
excellent feedback from festival goers
via the website.
This was Switzer’s first year of
active involvement with the festival,
and he said he was amazed with the
amount of work done by the NRMS
board of directors and other volunteers.
“It is phenomenal how they pull it off,”
he commented.
Each year there is a surprise, and
this year it was that 4500 people went
through the gate on Friday night. Switzer
said that Friday is usually the slow
night, so “we were blown away with
the numbers. It sure kept the volunteers
at the gate hopping – next year, we’ll be
prepared for that.”
Switzer points out that the festival
sold out despite a sluggish tourist season
so far. “People aren’t travelling, and
attendance at the Merritt festival was
way down this year. It says a lot that the
Nakusp Music Festival sold out.”
Switzer says local businesspeople
have told him that people are arriving in
Nakusp during the week leading up to
the festival and business is brisk.
Festival organizers have estimated
that $3 million is spent at local
businesses over the three days of the
music fest. The festival organization

Paul Rodgers gave an incredible performance as Sunday night’s headline act for Nakusp MusicFest, 2008. More photos pages 12-14.

Glacier/Howser IPP held up in environmental assessment process
DFO and all other agencies” to verify
all the hydrology data in the application.
Murphy said they had hired a firm out
of Kelowna, and were expecting that
report in August.
Murphy says this delay does not
have any serious impact on the project
timeline. The proponent’s contract with
BC Hydro stipulates that the Glacier/
Howser IPP will be producing power
by the end of 2010 and Murphy says
this is still do-able. He says they are
aiming to re-submit their application
to the EAO in August and to start
construction late this winter.
He said the delay “worked out
not so bad” because it means that the
public open houses will take place in
the fall, rather than the summer when
so many people are not available. He
said he is looking forward to releasing
the application for the environmental
certificate to the public, explaining

that it is comprised of several volumes,
including many studies and all the
project details. He says the company
has resolved a lot of the public’s
concerns in the application, citing
a new route for the power line to
Invermere as one of the highlights.
Garry Alexander from the EAO
explained that the application for
the environmental certificate was
submitted at the end of May, was
screened against the terms of reference,
and returned to the proponent at the
end of June because deficiencies were
found. He said the EAO, First Nations
and government agencies would soon
meet with the project proponent to
give them advice on addressing the
deficiencies. Once the application is
re-submitted, the EAO will again have
30 days to screen it against the terms
of reference. If it passes the screening,
a 45-day public consultation period

begins. This will be advertised and
open houses will be held during this
period. Alexander said there had been
several requests for an open house in
Nelson, but they had not yet decided
where the open houses would take
place.
Alexander said the review of
the project extends on for another
four or five months after the public
comment period, with consultation with
First Nations and other government
agencies. A report is then completed for
the Minister of Energy and the Minister
of Environment, who have 45 days to
make a final decision on the project.
The terms of reference for the project
were approved in February 2008. They
were drafted by Purcell Green Power
and reviewed by a working group,
composed of government agencies and
First Nations. They went to the public
for comment in June last year.
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Minister of Forests presents priorities for forest management
by Jan McMurray
New Minister of Forests Pat Bell
outlined the “four key themes that will
guide the forestry portfolio and the
ministry in the coming years” during a
media conference call on July 23.
The first theme is to think about
growing trees. “We’re the best in the

world at cutting them down, but we’ve
never turned our minds to growing trees
and the value that can be created by
that.” He said that trees sequester carbon
if they are tended and managed. “We
have an incredible supply of fibre and
we need to manage it more effectively if
we want to sustain the cut that we’ve had
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over the last 50 to 60 years.” Bell said
this would involve new forms of tenure
and new standards. “I think there’s a
new value-added opportunity focused on
how we grow and manage stands.”
The second theme is minimizing
waste in the bush by improving
utilization standards. Bell remembered
the large volumes of wood left behind in
the bush when he worked in the logging
industry. “There are lots of tops and
branches left behind – these would be
ground up and used for energy in other
countries,” he pointed out.
Bell’s third focus is to expand into
the Chinese marketplace. “I think things
are changing dynamically in China,”
he said. As Agriculture Minister, Bell
visited China. He says the earthquake
in Szechuan showed the Chinese that
wood structures survived and concrete

ones did not, and there is an opportunity
now that they are rebuilding.
The fourth key priority is to explore
the opportunity for wood construction in
commercial and institutional buildings,
as this market is more stable than the
residential one. He said breaking into
this market would require technological

advancements that would allow for stress
ratings that made wood construction in
commercial and institutional buildings
viable over the long term.
“There is a huge amount of opportunity out in front of us,” said Bell.
“Rural BC can benefit significantly in
revitalized forestry.”

by Jan McMurray
If you are a displaced forestry
worker who would like to be put back
to work, Arrow and Slocan Lakes
Community Services (ASLCS) wants
to hear from you.
ASLCS can help Nakusp and New
Denver area residents access programs
that the government has recently set up
to assist forestry workers.
The community services
organization has applied for funding
under the Job Opportunities program
for six projects that would provide
employment for displaced forestry

workers in the Nakusp area. Mark
Brunton, executive director of ASLCS,
reported that they had not yet heard
whether or not the applications were
successful, “but we’re encouraged that
some of them are being looked at.” He
said he expected to hear back on the
funding and get the projects underway
in the fall.
For now, the organization is
compiling a list of people who would
be interested in the work. “We still
have a number of openings, so would
like to hear from forestry workers
who’d like to sign up,” he said. “We
plan to have displaced forestry workers
do all the work, from supervising to
labour.”
The six projects involve fish
habitat restoration, fuel management,
reconstruction of the Nakusp Hot
Springs bridge, trail maintenance and
construction, silviculture, and invasive
species management.
ASLCS also has information on
funding available under the Tuition
Assistance Fund for forestry workers
who want to upgrade their skills
and knowledge, and the Transitional
Assistance for Older Workers program,
to help older forestry workers transition
to retirement.
Call the Nakusp office at 250265-3318 or the New Denver office at
250-358-2433. The New Denver office
on the main street is open Tuesday and
Thursday, 9:30 am-3 pm (closed from
noon to 1 pm for lunch).

Calling all displaced forestry workers
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Auditor General releases report on private land removal from coastal TFLs
submitted by the Office of the Auditor
General
The application by Western
Forest Products for the removal of
approximately 28,000 hectares of
private land from TFLs 6, 19 and 25
on Vancouver Island was approved
by former Minister of Forests Rich
Coleman without sufficient regard
for the public interest. This was the
overall conclusion of the Auditor
General in his July 16 report.
Key findings of the Auditor
General’s report are as follows:
•the decision was not adequately
informed – it was based upon
incomplete information that focused
primarily on forest and range matters
and the interests of the licensee,
with too little consideration given to
the potential impacts on other key
stakeholders;
•consultation was not effective and
communication with key stakeholders
and the public about the decision was
not transparent; and
•the impacts of previous land
removal decisions were not monitored
to help inform future decisions.
There were a number of
predictable negative outcomes from
the decision, including:
•individuals and organizations
have expressed dissatisfaction with
the process and the lack of opportunity
for input;
•the Capital Regional District
reacted to the decision with new
bylaws in an attempt to prevent
uses of the land that it deemed
incompatible with its community
plans for the area;

•important and longstanding
forestry research sites, some of which
may not be replaceable, may be lost;
•populations of deer and other
ungulates in the removed areas will
likely decline;
•tourism and recreational
opportunities may be lost;
•local residents are concerned
by the potential for negative visual
impacts and degraded water quality;
•First Nations are concerned
because their asserted territories
include some of the land involved
in the decision and because the
decision places more pressure on the
crown land remaining in the TFLs.
At least one First Nation group is
taking legal action as a result of the
decision; and
•other stakeholders see the
decision as breaking a long-standing
arrangement between the licensee and
the province.
The decision is expected to help
the licensee financially, and this may
ultimately lead to benefits for coastal
forest workers and the provincial
economy. Unfortunately, the decisionmaking process did not analyze,
and communication process did not
explain, these potential benefits so
that British Columbians might better
understand the ministry’s decision.
Information was obtained during
the course of the review which
raised concerns regarding possible
contraventions of the Members’
Conflict of Interest Act in relation
to two decisions made by the former
Minister of Forests and Range,
the Honourable Rich Coleman.

Because he has no statutory authority
to refer a matter directly to the
Conflict of Interest Commissioner, the
Auditor General notes in his opening
comments his intention to release
a separate report requesting the
Commissioner’s opinion. However,
after the TFL report went to print,
Minister Coleman advised the
Auditor General that he himself had
asked the Commissioner to render
an opinion on these matters. Because
the Auditor General’s findings have
been provided to the Commissioner,

and Minister Coleman has committed
to making the Commissioner’s full
written opinion public, the Auditor
General will not be making a separate
report.
There is little private land remaining
in TFLs so the Auditor General
has made no recommendations. He
does, however, believe that other
government ministries and agencies
can learn from the report’s findings and
conclusions. In particular, the linkages
among government programs need to
be acknowledged and accommodated

to produce decisions that consider all
interests.
For the office of the auditor
general, the review highlighted
the need to better understand
government’s approach to public
consultation. As a result, the office
is currently reviewing the direction
and guidance provided to ministries
and agencies on the consultation
process. The results of this work will
be reported later in the year.
A copy of the full TFL report is
available at www.bcauditor.com

by Jan McMurray
Brand new Minister of Forests
Pat Bell says he wants to make sure
his decision on whether or not to
release private lands from TFL 23 in
the Arrow Lakes is done in a way that
supports the local community.
“I don’t intend to rush into it. I
want to make sure people support
the decision,” he said during a media
conference call on July 23, one week
after the Auditor General released his
report concluding that the removal of
private lands from TFLs on the coast
last year was approved by former
Minister of Forests Rich Coleman
without sufficient regard for the
public interest.
Bell said he had some
“preliminary briefing material”
from ministry staff on the request
from now bankrupt Pope & Talbot
to remove the private lands from TFL
23, including summations from the
public meetings held in Revelstoke,
Nakusp and Castlegar in May, but

did not expect the final report “until
I can consult personally with key
elected officials and players in the
forest industry.”
Even though most of the private
properties in question within TFL 23
have been sold, with the sales pending
the minister’s decision and deposits
from the purchasers held in escrow,
Bell said he wasn’t feeling rushed –
“I’m feeling I want to make the right
decision for the community.”
Bell said he had been speaking
with the mayor of Nakusp, one of
the most affected communities, and
would be meeting with her on August
1. “I will work closely with her and
the community,” he said.
Nakusp Mayor Hamling
confirmed that she had spoken with
Bell on July 18 and had arranged an
August 1 meeting with him to discuss
the private land removal issue. “I
want to talk to him about my concerns
around our OCP being respected, and
that our logging contractors haven’t

received their security deposits
back. I don’t feel the government
should be entertaining this request
for private land removal from a
company that hasn’t respected the
local people’s security deposits, so
I will be discussing that with him.”
She added, “It’s bad enough that
they didn’t get paid for their work,
but to lose their security deposits is
unacceptable.”
Hamling indicated that she felt
optimistic about the meeting. “He
told me he wants to sit down and find
out what Nakusp and area needs and
how they can help us, and what our
concerns are. I checked to make sure
he had received information from the
public meetings and he said staff was
putting it together for him.”

TFL 23 private land decision not to be rushed
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OPINION

Don’t rely on
headlines

Newspapers often offer two kinds
of news, sometimes in a single article.
One kind is for the person who peruses
an article quickly, reading perhaps the
subheading that gives the gist. The
other is for those who read the full text,
which often contradicts the title and/or
subheading.
This is what occurred in a full
page article in Saturday’s Vancouver
Sun July 12, 2008. The title read
“Cellphone Safety Debate Rolls On.”
The subheading: “While most studies
have found no link between cellphones
and cancer, they don’t show the phones
are totally safe.”
Essentially the first quarter of the
article quoted Dr. David McCormick,
who says while some studies have
suggested a possible increase in cancer
risk, comparable studies in other
populations haven’t confirmed these
studies. He further states cellphones
don’t cause DNA damage (actually 14
of 28 known studies have shown DNA
damage, as outlined in detail by Dr.
Lai, BioInitiative Report). The article
writer, Shari Roan, states numerous
laboratory studies have failed to show
an association between cancer and
cellphones (thus ignoring hundreds
of substantive world-wide scientific
reports, available on the internet).
So far, this text meets the subheading
claim, but the article then goes on to
state: “the sheer number of people now
using cellphones and volume of use,
as well as a few studies that found a
potential link between brain cancer and
cellphones, have kept safety questions
looming. The National Academy of
Sciences released a report in January
calling for more research on cellphones
and health risks. The authors concluded
that many of the past studies [exonerating
cellphones] were not conducted over a
long-enough period of time to assess
the risk of brain cancer, which typically
develops slowly.”
Dr. Leek Kheifetz, professor of
epidemiology at the School of Public
Health, University of California and a
member of the National Academy of

Science, states: “Nor have the studies
examined the effects of cellphone use
on children, whose nervous systems
are still developing, or on whether
radio frequency emissions can cause
other types of health problems, such as
cancers elsewhere in the body or central
nervous system damage.” Kheifetz,
together with researchers in Denmark,
studied cellphone use in children,
examining 13,159 Danish children born
between 1997 and 1998. The studies
found that children using cellphones,
and mothers using cellphones during
pregnancy, were 80% more likely
to have behavioural problems such
as emotional symptoms, inattention,
hyperactivity and problems with peers
as compared with children who had
no cellphone exposure as fetuses or in
early childhood use. That is 80% more
likely.
Dr. Siegal Sadetzki, epidemiologist
at Gertner Institute in Israel, states her
research has found a 50 percent higher
risk for a parotid tumour in the salivary
gland between the ear and the brain. The
study was significant because it tracked
heavy users for more than 10 years.
The doctor stated that the research is
different than that claiming no danger
because these studies were on “shortterm users below 10 years of use. It is
well known that the latency period of
cancer development, and certainly for
brain tumours, is longer than that.”
In addition, this same article reported
statements by Dr. Vini Khurana, who
had analyzed more than 100 cellphone
studies and concluded that most weren’t
long enough to uncover a risk of
cancer and that children haven’t been
adequately studied. He states that
cellphone use “has far broader public
health ramifications than asbestos and
smoking.”
One wouldn’t recognize at first
glance that the subtitle assurance “While
most studies have found no link between
cellphones and cancer . . .” offers a text
that virtually refutes it. Those who like a
quick read derive one belief, those who
read thoroughly, quite another. Lesson?
Read carefully; the life you save may be
your children’s or your own.
And just to prove this very point,
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the National Post ran a front page (July
21, 2008) headline “Cellphones Safe for
Children: Health Canada / No Evidence
Supports Toronto Recommendation.”
This article offers Health Canada’s usual
mantra – they’re safe for children – and
is echoed by the Telecommunications
Industry spokesman. But if you want
to follow the article to page 6 (many
readers won’t) the heading is: “Other
jurisdictions issue warning about
usage.” Then follows reports setting
forth the gap in studies of children, and
states the Russian Ministry of Health
recommends no one under 18 should
use a cellphone; France and Britain issue
similar warnings. Again the headline
misleads but this is because Health
Canada so grossly misrepresents
the facts.
Richard Caniell, New Denver
Valhalla Committee for
Environmental Health

Holland’s tax
scheme

Kaslo Mayor Jim Holland wants
to punish non-resident property owners
with additional taxes.
What he fails to recognize is many
of the owners bought these properties
so they could attend the Kaslo Jazz
summer music festival and don’t receive
a homeowner’s grant, so pay additional
taxes.
Holland, as founder and beneficiary
of this Kaslo festival, receives grants and
doesn’t live in Kaslo.
Will he propose additional taxes to
address these contradictions?
Patrick Mackle
Kaslo

Questions motives
of kayakers
against IPPs

After reading the letter from Carl
Jacks of the Borderline Boaters Kayak
Club, I have to ask myself, “Who do
these people think they are?”
They will help us get rid of one
corporation so they can jump in with
theirs. This struck me as rather insulting.
I have a water licence on Caribou Creek,
as it runs through my property as well
as other people’s private backyards. I
wonder when you start with this, how
many people will be stopping on the
banks of our property? And how much
garbage will be left? This is a spawning
channel! Not to mention nesting sites
for waterfowl, beavers, otters and other
wildlife. We don’t need people hooting
and hollering through our backyard.
As far as I’m concerned, I’d rather
not have your help.
Shawn Gempton
Burton
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Area H South
anonymous survey

The latest RDCK media release
states that the survey sent out last winter
indicated that a majority of respondents
were in favour of planning.
The RDCK states that 40% of
residents and property owners completed
the survey. To be very clear on this,
the survey was anonymous. There is
no verification the respondents were
property owners or residents or that
there were not multiple surveys filled
out by more than one person. A total
of 701 people responded to the survey;
668 people responded to the question,
‘do you support planning?’ 334 people
said yes. That is 50% yes and 50% either
opposed or need more information. Is
the glass half full or half empty?
I always thought 51% or more
would be a majority!
I believe 335 Property Exclusion
Notifications via the Area H Property
Rights Coalition should easily override
the anonymous RDCK survey. Look
for the Property Exclusion form in this
paper. Please take a minute to fill it out
and forward it to the PRC (Property
Rights Coalition).
Peter Ferguson, Perry Siding
Area H Property Rights
Coalition

Open letter
to Minister of
Forests Pat Bell

You protest too much about the
Auditor General’s report noting your
predecessor’s failure to do his job. I
hope this doesn’t mean that you will
be following Rich Coleman’s style
into this portfolio! You were a pretty
good Agriculture Minister; why not
try to do the same in this job? I believe
that would include being forthright and
transparently in support of provincial
laws, which is something Coleman was
particularly unenthusiastic about doing
when it came to supporting the private,
money making efforts of a large forest
company.
With respect to the removal of
private land from TFLs 6, 19 and 25
that was “approved without sufficient
regard for the public interest,” (Doyle,
CBC News, July 15), you need to
remember that the freehold rights
of those private lands were ceded in
exchange for use of the crown land
when the licences were signed. Yet
you seem to be arguing that the former
minister was entitled to ignore that fact
so that the forest company could cash
in assets that were ‘traded in’ to the
Provincial Forest. Of course, we know
he was not entitled to do this, and the

Auditor General has brought this fact
to public attention.
Bill Wells
Kaslo

Kaslo trails

I am writing with regards to the
letter in the July 17 Valley Voice from
Margo Saunders of Genelle.
First, I would like to say thank
you to the West Kootenay Naturalists
Association for taking the time to come
to Kaslo and enjoy their hike on the
Kaslo River Trail. We have had visitors
from as far away as Australia who have
also commented on this Kaslo gem.
Her letter talks about our trail in
progress to Fish Lake in her second
last sentence. Unfortunately, the Kaslo
Trailblazers cannot take credit for this
multi-use trail that is in fact complete
from Kaslo to Fish Lake and follows
the old wagon road that used to run
from Kaslo to Sandon. The group
that is looking after this is the Kaslo
and District Rails to Trails Society
under the dedicated direction of Jim
Embery and Herb Thompson. This is
an excellent trail that can be accessed
at various locations from the highway
between Kaslo and New Denver and
is signed as ‘Wagon Road.’ This can
be utilized by ATVs, motorbikes,
horses, etc. Additional signage is being
installed and continued brushing is
taking place to make this a premier
multi-use facility.
I am an active member in both
groups but my primary responsibility
is the Kaslo River Trail, which is for
hiking or mountain biking, but no
motorized vehicles except electric
strollers for the disabled and seniors.
See you on the trails.
Val Koenig
Kaslo

Support the OCP

Properties are much closer today
than they were 100 years ago and some
businesses can have a negative impact
and diminish values on surrounding
properties. If your neighbour wants to
build a subdivision, slaughterhouse, car
repair shop, wrecking yard, dog kennel,
or run a gravel crusher, your quality of
life would certainly be affected.
You’ll have no recourse other than
an expensive lawsuit, as happened a few
years ago outside Winlaw, where the
noise from a repair shop at night kept
a next-door neighbour from enjoying
her property. After attempts to settle
peacefully failed, the issue ended up
in court.
It shouldn’t take expenses, energy
and great frustration to prevent an
unacceptable intrusion on your
continued on page 5
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quality of life by the activities of your
neighbour.
The OCP will ensure that your
rights as property owner are protected.
Planning to prevent clashes between
residences and businesses makes
sense.
Recent letters in the Valley Voice
distort the facts about OCPs with
some fear mongering thrown in; there
is no conspiracy by Big-BrotherGovernment.
Monty Horton, RDCK, tells me
that about a third of the names on the
petition against the OCP are bogus and
were weeded out, plus the RDCK will
issue a press release to clarify the intent
of OCPs.
The majority in Area H already
indicated in the earlier mail-out that they
want this planning process.
OCPs involve the community in
a fair and democratic way to come up
with solutions and have already been
accepted in most areas of the RDCK.
What are the real reasons for
opposing the OCP and confusing the
issues? Why would someone not agree
that neighbours should have the legal
right to object to having a noisy, smelly
or dusty business next door?
Protect your property values and
quality of life by supporting the OCP.
Gunter Retterath
Winlaw

Jumbo shuffled
to sizzle

“Let’s do the Cabinet Shuffle” is a
dance particular only to governments
in power at any given time. Its
choreography varies little. Quite simply
the object of the dance is to shuffle into
a position where one can best be used
as a political tool.
And wonder of wonders, who
shuffled into the Ministry of Tourism,
Culture and the Arts but the longtime
cheerleader of the proposed Jumbo
Resort, Bill Bennett, MLA, Cranbrook.
During his two terms in legislature he
has been a loud and visibly pro-Jumbo
champion. “I believe that the Jumbo
project is in the best interests of the East
Kootenay and the province as a whole.”
(Invermere Valley Echo, 04-04-07.)
Nor has he ever missed an
opportunity to belittle and discredit
opposition to this ridiculous resort and
real estate development in our back
country. “We don’t accept that there’s
great opposition to this. There’s a very
small group of people that have made a
large amount of noise.” (Nelson Daily
News, 02-05-07.)
Amazingly, Blair Lekstrom, a firsttime cabinet member from Dawson,
is now the man upon whose desk sits
the options for rezoning the Jumbo
Valley area into Resort Municipality.
At this point we have as Minister of
Community Development, a person who
virtually has no previous knowledge of
the Jumbo issue.
History shows that cabinet ministers
who know little to nothing about an
issue in their new posting are highly
influenced by pressure lobbying. The
proponent of the Jumbo Resort, Oberto
Oberti, is a well seasoned lobbyist who
has for 16 plus years knocked upon the
doors of Victoria’s various ministers.

It sure seems like it’s time to
introduce ourselves to our two new
ministers with another couple of one
liners: Keep Jumbo Wild Forever and
Keep the decision with the Regional
District of East Kootenay.
Bill Bennett - tsa.minister@gov.
bc.ca; Blair Lekstrom - cs.minister@
gov.bc.ca; Gordon Campbell - premier@
gov.bc.ca.
Rowena Eloise
Argenta

The youth will
restore peace in
Canada

I am 18 years old and recently out
of high school. My entire life I have
always been exceptionally proud to
be Canadian. I have always been
taught that Canada is a peacekeeping
nation, not war mongering. One
of the first things I learned about
Canada is that we have always been
a sanctuary for war resisters and draft
dodgers. My heart has shattered and I
am deeply ashamed to see Canadian
identity shipped across the border
alongside war resister, Robin Long.
I am overseas travelling and I
cringe every time someone mentions
this American war. I don’t believe
in it. I haven’t met anyone who
does. Not in Canada, New Zealand,
Ireland or England. The Canadian
government is supposed to be a
democracy. Since you seem to have
forgotten what that means here is a
refresher:
“Democracy is a system of
government by which political
sovereignty is retained by the people
and exercised directly by citizens.
In modern times it has also been
used to refer to a constitutional
republic where the people have
a voice through their elected
representatives.” – Wikipedia.
All right, so my understanding is
that the people vote and our elected
representatives rule accordingly.
The People of Canada have strongly
voiced their opinion of this war and
our democratic government seems
to have developed a bad case of
selective hearing. Sounds like a
dictatorship to me. May I take the
time to remind you that the Canadian
people vote for representatives. The
current government obviously gave
up hope of ever being re-elected
long ago.
The next generation is rising
up. To you that means that we are
becoming of an age that can vote.
The youth of today see the truth
behind this war. We also have it
fresh in our minds that until the
Conservative government came
to power, Canada was a peaceful
place. Our world has changed and
not for the better. The Conservative
government has done this.
My generation will be the
generation to change the world. We
have conscience and are peaceful.
And we are growing up. More and
more young people can vote every
day. We will stop this Conservative
dictatorship.
Jazdyne Armstrong
Nelson
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On the alternative OCP or not to be More on cell
It seems that everyone received
property tax idea a mailed
letter from a group known phones
Regarding comments to the effect
of “it’s a cash grab” – Kaslo would
not be getting any extra revenue
out of the deal, as the increase for
absentee owners would correspond
with a decrease for residents. No
extra money being made, just a
slightly altered source.
Also – absentee owners would
be able to avoid the tax increase by
finding occupants for their homes
while they are away. If the house is
occupied the increased tax burden
does not apply. So rent the place
while you are gone – everybody
wins.
I grew up in Kaslo. I have lived
here all my life and I have no desire
to live anywhere else – it’s home.
However, I have very little hope of
ever being able to afford a house
or even raw land here ... as a direct
result of the influx of people buying
vacation homes. Houses here now
cost almost as much as houses in
Vancouver and Victoria.
People who choose to live here
choose to make certain sacrifices;
for example, relative poverty or
what we like to call ‘living simply’
in order to be able to live so far away
from those big (and lucrative) urban
centres. A lot of us eke out our living
by growing much of our own food
and doing odd jobs like carpentry
or childcare, and survive on annual
household incomes well below the
$20,000 mark.
The mayor, for example, plows
people’s driveways with his tractor
in the winter, among other things.
And yes, the summer tourist boon
helps float our meager but sincere
economy through the lean winters
(long after our fair-weather residents
have moved on), but those two
months are not what make this
system work.
We get by because we work
together and support one another.
We trade, we lend, we exchange our
skills and our resources, vegetables
for compost soil and the use of my
truck for help building my shed, etc.
We stick together through the hard
times and the good.
If you want to be a part of this
community, then be a part of the
community. Make your homes
available to the people who need
them and can use them when you
are not in them. Or bite the bullet,
and invest yourself in what it takes
to make a life here.
Otherwise, accept what measures
the community needs to take to
preserve our integrity in the face of
impending dissolution. Youth like
me are already being forced away
from our hometowns by big-money
spenders. If we don’t do something
Kaslo could become another hollow
tourist getaway ... and next time
you decide to take a vacation in
this vibrant little mountain town,
you might just find a lot of empty
houses.
Cloé Bayeur-Holland
Kaslo

as Area H Property Rights Coalition
a few weeks ago. I respect this
group’s opinion. However, I’d like to
respond to some of their ‘who we are’
statements.
First of all, I don’t believe you
can call a public process an insult
to democracy. One of the founding
philosophies of democracy is the
needs and wants of the many outweigh
the needs and wants of the few.
Zoning is a tool that provides
communities a say in what happens
in their neighborhood. As it stands,
communities that are predominately
residential can and are being
compromised by development that
affects their quality of life and property
values. One example that I know of
is Storbo Heights Road. Residents
who live within an area of industrial
development have no say as to how
industry develops in their area. Another
example is Playmor Junction.
Zoning will provide protection
and recourse for communities.
Individuals who live in residential
communities will be able to accept or
reject proposals if an application for
rezoning is submitted. In industrial
zoned areas covenants could be in
place for things like building height,
no 24-hr lighting, and noise restrictions
or barriers.
Which brings me to the point made
that your group supports building
communities through individual
initiative. As it stands, if residents
approach individuals developing in
their area with concerns, what do you
think the reaction will and has been?
We need a process in place where the
needs and wants of the community are
met. You cannot build a community
individually.
Your group believes that the OCP
represents an unnecessary burden of
regulation that already exists. And
where have these regulations gotten
us so far? Bill 30, BC Timber Sales, to
name a couple. Right now as far as the
provincial government’s concerned,
we live in a wilderness. If they want
to log in watersheds they issue sales
of cutblocks without even consulting
water users. Bill 30 effectively silenced
the public process. Our communities
need an OCP to stand up and say, ‘Hey!
We believe these areas to be important
for protection of our water systems; we
believe these areas should be protected
for agriculture and recreation for the
future needs of our community.’And to
say, ‘hey! You just can’t come in here
and do whatever you want; you have to
respond to our community plan.’
I believe that’s how you build a
community. The RDCK is our last
bastion of representation through
public input, let’s treat it with the
respect it deserves, participate in
the process, ask the questions, make
your concerns known and don’t read
between the lines.
One last comment – I don’t believe
“opting-out” is a good way of building
or maintaining community spirit.
Peter Kabel
Slocan Park

Mr. Roulston is entitled to his
opinion and even his condescending
attitude, but he is not entitled to his
own facts. Though his letter posed as
a reply to my previous letter, it was
more of a laundry list of ad hominem
and specious arguments with a platoon
of straw men created and destroyed.
He completely misrepresents what
I was saying and the issues I was
addressing.
I would like to make clear that my
letter addressed only two main points.
The first being that there are many
more significant factors affecting the
economy of New Denver/Silverton
than whether or not we have poor
quality, limited coverage cell service.
This should be so obvious as to
require no further explanation.
The other main point was that in
spite of Peter’s pronouncement, the
mouth of Carpenter Creek and the
existing CBC tower is not “a great
spot for signal transmission” for
receivers or TVs located anywhere
but greater New Denver, parts of
Silverton and parts of Rosebery, Hills
and Red Mountain Road, the area it
was originally installed to service.
The negative effects of obstacles
such as trees, mountains, ridges and
hills are reduced as the elevation of a
line-of-sight transmitter is increased.
The only ‘good’ aspect of the CBC
tower is that it already exists, thus
requiring a minimal infrastructure
cost to Telus. A location such as the
recently installed wireless broadband
transmitter on the north slope of Red
Mountain, for example, can provide
much greater coverage and eliminate
many otherwise ‘dead spots.’
S i n c e M r. R o u l s t o n h a s
demonstrated in the past, on other
issues, that he is very willing to
accept and then promote the corporate
agenda, perhaps he will be more
willing to accept the words of Shawn
Hall, spokesman for Telus who said,
“…the signal should reach to Denver
Siding, all of Silverton, parts of the
lake and most of Rosebery, but not
all of the roadway between New
Denver and Rosebery” (Valley Voice
14-2-2008). I disagree that the signal
will cover ALL of Silverton, but more
relevant is the fact that if it won’t
even cover the road to Rosebery,
it is highly unlikely to be of use in
many locations along Highway 31A
to Kaslo.
I didn’t address the health
concerns and am really not interested
in Mr. Roulston’s radio listening
preferences/habits, or anecdotes
about people who don’t understand
cell phones at all. I do assume that
by “heavily masked by trees and
landforms” he was using an awkward,
but perhaps more authoritative
sounding (to him) way to say – as
long as there aren’t too many trees
or hills in the way. People can’t do
much about trees in the way, except
for those on their own property and
as far as the hills go, we’re pretty well
stuck with them, thank goodness.
Randall Kewen
New Denver
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Civilization
must turn on a
dime to stabilize
atmosphere

China, India, Brazil, Mexico
and South Africa, the so called “Big
Five” emerging economies, met in
Japan to respond as the G8 called on
the world to cut its CO2 emissions
50% by 2050. The B5 said they want
to see the G8 cut its own emissions
by 80-95%.
The positions take into account
what is known about how to stabilize
the composition of the atmosphere,
but neither will, and there is no
evident recognition that the CO2
level at stabilization might be too
high. That these positions have been
taken is astonishing. All previous
politics around this is breaking up
like the summer ice in the Arctic
Ocean.
It was thought in 1990 that
cutting global CO2 emissions in
half would stabilize the atmosphere.
Emissions have increased 35% since
then. The G8 call for 50% global
reductions would therefore not
achieve stability.
Also: why would China sign
this? Would you grant everyone
in the US the right to continue to
emit four times as much per capita
as yourself? On the other hand, the
plan China is backing now commits
the Chinese to nothing. The US isn’t
going to sign that.
The Chinese say they’ll “do what
they can” which they say they are
already doing. However, if the entire
world accepted that everyone in the
world would limit their emissions
of CO2, per capita, to the level the
people of the G8 achieved after
reducing emissions 80-95%, the
atmosphere would roughly stabilize.
I can visualize an agreement here.
Maybe after a rising sea obliterated
New York and Beijing it could be
worked out.
Unfortunately, stabilizing the
atmosphere by 2050 isn’t enough.
The target date is 42 years away and
CO2 is accumulating at 3% a year. A
possibly stable 2050 atmosphere will
end up containing too much carbon,
or an atmosphere with too much will
still be bulking up with more. Some
scientists have changed the position
they’ve taken for some years that a
bit more CO2 could be allowed to
accumulate in the atmosphere and
they are warning their colleagues:
the present day 380 or so ppm is
too much. Hansen is saying that a
recently widely accepted, even by
him, ‘safe’ level like 450 ppm is a
“recipe for global disaster.” And as
the ice disintegrates on Greenland,
Hansen’s position is firming up.
Civilization must turn on a
dime, and it hasn’t even decided to
take this issue seriously. There is
controversy as to whether or how
much CO2 could be removed from
the atmosphere. Scientific discussion
of science fiction type schemes to
alter the planetary system artificially
to attempt to buy civilization some
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time, even at great risk, is now seen
as credible.
I agree with those who say
we shouldn’t flip from denial into
despair. We might live to see what
this civilization is made of, in
extremis, finding a way no one can
see now.
David Lewis
Crescent Valley

Canada deports
war resister

Tuesday, July 15th will go down
as a black day in Canadian history.
The first Iraqi war resister from
the American military was deported
from Canada for refusing to fight
in a war that Canada refused to get
involved in, that the United Nations
has called illegal, and that much of
the world sees as an invasion of a
sovereign country for oil resources.
Robin Long, 25, was one of
hundreds of US men and women
who have struggled with the decision
to risk life-long separation from
their families, friends and their
country to stay in Canada. If they
return to the US they can face arrest,
court martial, prison sentences,
deployment to Iraq and being
blacklisted from employment and
education opportunities for the rest
of their lives. Many of these youth
have been targeted by an ‘economic
draft,’ a US recruitment effort
that targets the poor with offers of
employment, health care for family
members, higher education and more
if they sign up. These promises are
not always kept.
Our country has a history
once known for peacekeeping, for
the art of diplomatic negotiation,
for refuge in times of war, for
welcoming conscientious objectors
like the Mennonites, the Quakers,
the Doukhobors, and the Vietnam
draft dodgers. These immigrants
have made huge contributions to
the life of their communities and to
our country.
Prime Minister Harper`s
Conservative government chose
to direct the deportation of Mr.
Long DESPITE the June 3rd House
of Commons vote in favour of
a resolution introduced by my
colleague, Olivia Chow, Federal
NDP Immigration Critic. This motion
called on our Government to cease
any removal or deportation actions
against conscientious objectors who
have refused or left military service
related to a war not sanctioned by
the UN. It called for the government
to immediately set up programs to
allow their application for permanent
residency status, so that they can
remain in Canada.
Further, on June 27th Angus
Reid released a poll showing that
64% of Canadians believe that US
War Resisters should be allowed
to stay in Canada, re-enforcing the
fact that the vote in Parliament was
reflecting the will of the Canadian
people.
On July 4th the Federal Court
of Canada acted, and ruled that war
resister Joshua Key should have

his denied refugee claim reviewed
by the Refugee Board of Canada.
The court found that someone who
refuses to take part in military action
which “systematically degrades,
abuses or humiliates” combatants
or non-combatants might qualify as
a refugee.
On July 9th, the Federal Court
further ruled that war resister Corey
Glass’s order for deportation the next
day should be stayed for an indefinite
period of time.
The Canadian people and the
Parliament of Canada have spoken.
I call upon Minister Day, Minister
Finley and Prime Minister Harper to
respect the will of Parliament and
the Canadian people and to stand
up to President Bush to ensure that
American soldiers who oppose that
war receive a welcome in Canada.
Alex Atamanenko, MP
BC Southern Interior

Response to
Peter Roulston
on cellphones

Peter Roulston wrote a letter in
favour of cellphones in the last edition
of the Valley Voice which seems to do
a pretty remarkable job of confusing
the issues about a subject that’s
complicated enough as it is.
It’s no “new” argument that the
cellphone coverage from a transmitter
at the mouth of Carpenter Creek
would be highly limited (and therefore
equally limited in its safety benefits).
That’s a fact that’s been made clear
from the beginning. It was brought
up in the first town meeting with
the Telus representatives a year
ago, and has been brought up in
several publications by the Valhalla
Committee.
In the likelihood he hasn’t paid
much attention to these and needs
reassurance on the subject, here’s a
direct quote from the Valley Voice,
February 14, 2008 from Telus’
very own dyed-in-the-wool service
promoter, Shawn Hall: “He [Hall]
says the signal should reach to Denver
Siding, all of Silverton, parts of the
lake, and most of Rosebery, but not
all of the roadway between New
Denver and Rosebery. It is line-ofsight technology, so it ‘weakens and
gets spotty as you get further away
and geography does its work.’”
That’s why Ms. Ratcliffe would
not have been helped with her vehicle
troubles once she was past Denver
Siding, which was actually the welltaken point of the two letters on the
subject last edition.
Peter confuses cell and radio
reception. My understanding is that
cellphone transmission occurs by high
frequency microwaves - their higher
frequency gives them the capacity to
penetrate and be absorbed by objects
(like human bodies), which is their
danger to health. Radio and TV waves
are at a far lower frequency. They tend
to bounce off mountainsides, objects,
even clouds, which makes their
reception much more widespread and
with repeater stations these waves can
be received most anywhere, even at
long distances.
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As for Peter’s statement that the
tower transmission plume health
hazards are a lot of “bogus BS,” will
he take up and refute the international,
scientifically established studies and
medical reports instead of just telling
us they mean nothing? Or explain
how 1,200 doctors in Europe lost
their senses and signed the Freiburger
Appeal stating these dangers, or
why Vancouver’s School Board (an
educated lot, you would think) forbids
cell transmitters within 300 metres of
school grounds, or how a European
Union poll sampling 27,000 people
across their continent found 75%
believed cell phone towers were
damaging their health because a vast
number of scientific studies had come
to their attention? (On the subject of
cell phones themselves, the latest
on CBC radio (July 12): Toronto’s
Department of Public Health releases
an advisory, first of its kind in Canada,
that “warns that because of possible
side effects from radio frequencies,
children under eight should only
use a cellphone in emergencies and
teenagers should limit calls to less
than 10 minutes.”)
Being a Registered Nurse requires
me to keep up to date by reading about
new health hazards, conditions and
treatments. I recognize that people
who use cellphones may ignore the
danger; that’s their choice. But those
who are bystanders to their use, like
those in the transmission plume of
the tower, have no choice, and can’t
escape the hazards. As residents we
need to consider at least some of the
research on the subject of cellphonerelated dangers if we’re going to
voice opinions about what could be
impacting the health of our neighbours.
I don’t see this in Peter’s letter.
Gene Parker
New Denver

Glacier/Howser
IPP hits a snag

The Glacier/Howser private
power project process has hit a snag.
AXOR submitted its application to
the BC government’s Environmental
Assessment Office (EAO) in late May.
But recently, the EAO announced
it was temporarily denying the
application because it failed to meet
the project’s terms of reference. The
company is expected to revise and
resubmit the application as soon as
possible. The question is, what are
terms of reference and what are the
implications of not meeting them?
Regarding the process: under
current rules, AXOR develops
their own environmental terms of
reference (TOR) upon which the
project’s environmental impact is
measured. This is then reviewed
by a working group and then goes
to public review. Very little public
input was actually incorporated
into the final TOR. Given that
AXOR developed the environmental
TOR for the project it seems quite
concerning that they have so far been
unable to meet it.
The EAO isn’t releasing
information on why the project has
been denied so far, but the long list of
massive environmental implications

associated with the project could
be part of the problems AXOR is
facing.
In case you haven’t been
following what is planned: AXOR’s
proposed Glacier/Howser project
includes the damming and diverting
of water from 5 creeks; Glacier,
Howser, Berhman, Suck, Birnum
into a combined 16 km of tunnel
large enough to drive a dump truck
through. These large tunnels would
be drilled directly through the
mountainside. The water diverted
into the tunnels would never be
returned to the creeks, leaving up to
12km of stream with dramatically
reduced water flow. There are
concerns about the negative impact
this would have on very important
aquatic habitat including spawning
ground for blue-listed bull trout.
To transport the energy produced
at the sites, AXOR plans 90km of
new power lines (which can be in
a cleared area of up to 100 metres
wide), from the West to the East
Kootenay. If built, these power
lines would cut through wilderness,
including important areas of old
growth forest and critical grizzly
bear habitat.
AXOR is expected to revise
and resubmit its Glacier/Howser
application to the EAO as soon as
possible. If the application meets
the TOR it will be released to the
public, which will initiate a public
input period. During this time open
houses are to be scheduled.
AXOR is pushing the EAO to
host the West Kootenay open houses
in the two rural communities of
Meadow Creek and Kaslo. The West
Kootenay EcoSociety and many
concerned West Kootenay residents
have requested that the EAO also
host a public meeting (not just an
open house) in Nelson, as it is a
much more central meeting location
for most West Kootenay residents.
Recently the EAO has said it will
consider this request further. AXOR,
on the other hand, has denied this
request, proving again their lack of
interest in broad community input.
So, what are the implications
of AXOR’s application hiccup?
We suggest it should heighten local
concerns, and it makes it even more
important that the public is given full
information and opportunity to input
into this project.
The West Kootenay EcoSociety
is encouraging everyone to email,
call or write Garry Alexander of the
Environmental Assessment Office to
request a Nelson public meeting (not
just an open house) on the Glacier/
Howser project.
For more information on the
Glacier/Howser private power
project and to find out what you can
do please visit www.ecosociety.ca
Lee-Ann Unger
West Kootenay EcoSociety

Want to contribute
to the Valley Voice?
Why not consider a
voluntary subscription?
$10-$30 per year
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NAKUSP CELEBRATES BC DAY

The Valley Voice

Nakusp celebrates BC’s 150th on the beach, Sunday August 3
by Jan McMurray
Nakusp will be the place to be on
Sunday of the August long weekend
for lots of family fun on the beach.

Pancake breakfast

The day starts with a delicious
blueberry pancake breakfast served
up at the concession in the park by
members of the Robertson Memorial
United Church from 8-11 am.

Sandcastle contest

The sandcastle contest runs
from 9 am to 12:30 pm, with awards

presentations at 2 pm. Categories are
Children 12 & Under, Family, and
Open. There will be ribbons for first,
second and third in each category, plus
a trophy for the People’s Choice award.
Be at the beach with your tools and
buckets at 8:30 am to register. The DJ
music provided by Rob Crosby will no
doubt inspire some great creations!

Paddling activities

The brand new Nakusp Paddling
Club is organizing canoe and kayak
races for the afternoon, with the

highlight no doubt being the christening
of their new Voyageur canoe, the
‘Dragonfly.’ Two Voyageur canoes are
expected to arrive at the beach at 12:30,
when registration begins for races,
jousting and rides. So bring your canoe
or kayak and join the races, which
will run from 1:10 to 2 pm. Canoe
jousting will happen from 2:15-3 pm.
The christening of the Dragonfly takes
place at 1 pm, and people will have a
chance to go for a spin in the big canoe
from 2-3 pm.

The People’s Choice Award and first place in the open category in last year’s sandcastle contest went to the Beachbug, sculpted by
Helen & Grace de Wit, Jamie Sokoloski, and Emily & Kimberly Kosmynka.

Slo-pitch
tournament

by Jan McMurray
Nakusp will once again host the
annual Slo-pitch tournament, for the 22nd
time, on the August long weekend.
The tournament goes on all
weekend, with the first game on Friday
night at Kathy Pedersen Park and the last
one on Monday afternoon.
A Bavarian Garden and concession
serves up food and beverages at Kathy
Pedersen Park all weekend.
There are 22 teams this year,
including two Nakusp teams – the
‘Nakusp Bandits’ and the ‘In the
Parkers.’ Most teams are returning
from previous years, and come from
as far away as Spokane, Prince George
and Calgary. The top four teams will
go home with cash prizes – $1,500 for
first, $1,000 for second and $750 for
third and fourth.
The Home Run Derby is scheduled
for Saturday at 8 pm.

Let the games...

Inflatables & more
for summer beach
fun! Souvenir items,
Tee-Shirts
and
Sweatshirts

BEGIN!

Good luck to all contestants,
and welcome to all spectators
from

302 Broadway 265-3444

98-1st Ave NW

265-4911

Whether your
game
is Slo-pitch...
...or
building
the world’s largest
Sand Castle...
Good luck to all the
competitors!

REDUCED
TO $145,000!
Charming Silverton home that sits back from the road, with ample
grass area and trees. One bedroom, large rec room. 50’ x 110’ lot.
Close to stores, lake and fishing.
Contact Paula at Royal LePage Selkirk Realty.
Nakusp office - 250-265-3635. Paula - 250-358-2707.

Royal LePage Selkirk Realty
NAKUSP 265-4012

Closing August 2-17
Staff Holidays

Box 40, Nakusp, BC V0G 1R0
www.royallepage.ca/selkirkrealty
ph: 265-3635 Fax: 265-4430
nakusp@royallepage.ca

Store decorating contest

Be sure to have a wander downtown
to check out the merchants’ decorating
skills. Ribbons for winners!

Tattoos and balloons

All day at the beach, there will be
BC150 tattoos and balloons for the
kids. Thanks to Igloo Loma Lumber
for sponsoring the balloons!

Nakusp has talent

Don’t miss the local talent show
and competition, starting at 6:30 pm
at the gazebo. All those with a talent –
anything goes! – are invited to register
for this event by August 2 by calling
Andrew and Tessa Holden at 265-0012
or Beth McLeod at 265-0024. There
will be cash prizes for first, second and
third place winners in each of the two
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categories – adults and under 18s.

Frisbee golf

In the evening around the gazebo,
people are welcome to play with
the frisbee golf sets that will be
available.

Have a
great long
weekend!
Enjoy the Slopitch & all the
fun events at
the beach!

92 Broadway • Nakusp
265-3424
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COMMUNITY

RDCK clarifies Area H Property Rights Coaltion flyer
submitted
A flyer that was recently
distributed to all Electoral Area H
residents said, “The RDCK has
recently stated that property owners
can request their land be red-flagged
for EXCLUSION from the OCP
and zoning bylaw process.” The
information presented in the flyer
has been taken out of context, and the
RDCK would like to provide some
clarification.
Property owners cannot
be individually “red-flagged or
excluded” from the OCP and zoning

bylaw process by submitting a
“Property Exclusion Notification”
via the Area H Property Rights
Coalition. However, individual
property owners can express desire
for their property to be excluded
from the process through the RDCK.
Where the RDCK receives written
documentation from a majority of
property owners and residents in a
larger geographic area (e.g. a cluster
of a significant number of joined
properties) and/or a community
(e.g. Passmore, Winlaw) expressing
the desire to not be included in the

Euro-Rite Cabinets Ltd. is one of North America’s premier
manufacturers of Ready to Assemble (RTA) cabinets suitable for DIY
enthusiasts, contractors & retail outlets of all sizes.
Euro-Rite Cabinets Ltd. combines the traditional values of quality &
affordability with leading edge design & production techniques.
All of our cabinets are designed for easy home assembly. Just 15
minutes per cabinet is all it takes to transform your space into the
kitchen of your dreams!

New In-Store Eurorite Display!

SILVERTON BUILDING SUPPLIES
216 Lake Avenue, Silverton
Phone: 358-2293
Toll-free: 1-800-332-0588
sbs@silvertonbuilding.ca

process, this area and/or community
may be recommended for exclusion
or possibly area-specific policy
direction.
Although the information from
the six-member Area H Property
Rights Coalition improperly implies
that individual property owners
can request an exclusion from the
planning process, the information
they gather may be valuable in
gauging the number and locale of
property owners and local residents
who wish to not be included in the
planning process. Where property
owners wish to express a desire to be
excluded from the planning process,
they can choose to notify RDCK
in writing. Property owners may
also choose to submit the flyer with
their names, signatures, and legal
addresses to the coalition. Receipt of
any written document (email, mail,
fax) by the public concerning and
during the OCP process is considered
a formal public submission, where
the RDCK and APC would welcome
this information as part of the overall
discussions. This would also likely
lead to further information to assist
in decision-making. In the end, the
process is not meant to “red-flag” or
“exclude” any individual property
owner. This would only lead to
a patchwork of properties with
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and without zoning, defeating the
purpose of planning.
The Advisory Planning
Commission (APC), made up of
the Area H South local volunteer
representatives for the OCP
process, can accept any written
documentation (e.g. letters, form
letters, petitions, etc.) that outline
concerns, comments, or issues that
anyone may have about the process.
All documentation will be subject to
a degree of scrutiny in the context
of the broader community. With
this information, the APC can then
consider these formal submissions as
a gauge for making recommendations
to the board, such as whether land use
planning is appropriate for an area or
community, or whether there should
be area specific policies. However,
there is no option for an individual
land owner to opt out of zoning as a
stand-alone property.
As the community continues
through the OCP process, there will
be a much clearer understanding
among property owners and residents
about what it means to them, as well
as what can and cannot be achieved.
The recent Area H South survey that

was completed by property owners
and residents and compiled by the
RDCK shows a majority of support
for planning in the area for those 40%
of property owners and residents
who responded (survey results are
available through the RDCK upon
request, or on the RDCK website).
As the process unfolds, specific areas
may wish to be excluded or may
require site-specific policies, which
can be achieved.
Finally, there are also a
couple of inaccuracies in this flyer
regarding increased fees and taxes,
as well as reference to a perceived
overlap of current regulations and
programs. Please contact the RDCK
for clarification of these items, or
anything within this flyer, or the OCP
process. APC meetings are held every
second Thursday at Slocan Park
Hall. Next meeting is July 31, 7 pm.
Anyone is welcome to attend and
provide comments at the conclusion
of regular business at 8:30 pm.
For further information, contact
Monty Horton, senior planner at
the RDCK, 250-352-8159 (phone),
250-352-9300 (fax) or mhorton@
rdck.bc.ca.

submitted
In the Slocan Valley they still like
to play their poker the old fashioned
way – floating down the river.
On Sunday, August 10 the Slocan
Valley Recreation Commission will
be hosting its second 15th annual
Poker Float. Yes, you could say
the 16th annual might be more
accurate, but the Rec Guy’s math
is questionable, so the actual 15th
annual never really got recognized
last year. Regardless, inflatable craft
of all sizes, shapes and decoration
are expected to once again dot the
meandering Slocan River along the
7-km float route from Perry’s Siding
to the Winlaw Regional and Nature
Park and they’ll be crammed full of
folks wanting to play a friendly game
of cards.
How the Poker Float works
is participants stop at five stations
along the way, collecting a playing
card at each with the best poker hand
winning at the end of the day. It’s a

day where the people and their crafts
are part of the show. The on-river
camaraderie turns the event into a
big floating family-like festival. This
is a no-booze event and this policy as
always will be strictly enforced.
The float begins at the Perry’s
Siding Bridge and finishes at the
Winlaw Regional and Nature Park
with registration starting at 11 am.
Prizes are awarded for Best Poker
Hand, Best Decorated Float and Best
Homemade Hat. As well, there’s a
variety of draw prizes available.
A shuttle service runs from the
finish to start area between 11:00 and
11:45 am. It’s strongly recommended
that floaters take advantage of this
service.
The float takes place along a
relatively slow moving portion of
the river, but floaters should be aware
there are always risks and to keep an
eye open for submerged obstacles and
fluctuating currents. The float could
take up to five hours depending on
weather conditions, but could take as
little as three hours.
This year the fee for the event
has been set at $5 per person. That
figure is reduced to the regular $3
per person, if a Slocan food-bank
donation item is brought along.
The launch gets underway to
the stirring melody of David Hogg’s
bagpipes. At the end of the ride,
floaters will be greeted to the music
of Olin MacKay and friends and the
Slocan Legion will be hosting the
concession at the park for those tired
and hungry floaters to take advantage
of. There’ll be free hot chocolate for
the floaters should they need a shot
of warmth.
A few float hints: There is a legal
requirement that floaters must have
PFDs with them. As well, children 12
& under require adult accompaniment.
Please leave no garbage in the river.
Sunscreen is a helpful item to bring
along, as is a hat.
For more information on the
float, call Slocan Valley Recreation
at 226-0008.

Poker floating down the river

ViSTA Drama Week
— Spies & Sleuths —
a tremendous success!
Many thanks to Silverton Gallery,
Students, Parents, instructors and
community members!
The VSSFAS Board
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Silverton council, July 22: Power outages cause concern

by Theresa Tremaine
•Mayor Everett congratulated the
July 1st Committee on a job well done
for the Canada Day celebration. “The
fireworks were spectacular, crowd
control was good and kudos to the
committee for putting on a successful
event,” he said.
•In reviewing the Public Works
Foreman’s task list, council noted
that power outages have resulted in
an increase to the foreman’s overtime
hours. Mayor Everett said that the
power outages have affected several
businesses, including the daily
operations of the Village. Councillor
Bell proposed that the Village write
to BC Hydro. Mayor Everett said he
would prepare a council resolution
regarding the power outages for
inclusion in the letter. He will bring
the resolution forward at the August
meeting.
Everett says he would like Fortis,
which provides power to the southern
Slocan Valley, to be able to provide
power to Silverton when BC Hydro
is down. This is what his resolution
will address.
•Councillor Provan reported that
the Friends of Silverton Memorial
Hall has purchased staging and
a storage cart. Mayor Everett
asked whether the items would be
donated to the Village. Councillor
Provan responded that this would
be discussed further when the
equipment arrived.
•Administrator Ida reported that
the Memorial Hall furnace is in need
of major repairs. This was discovered
when Kootenay Heating was called in
to disconnect and move the furnace
to accommodate the ongoing hall
renovations. Kootenay Heating has
submitted a report to council outlining
three options: repair the furnace,
replace the furnace or go to a heat
pump system. This report will be
discussed at the August meeting of the
Memorial Hall Select Committee.
•Council accepted accounts
payable and financial statements for
April, May and June. Administrator
Ida explained that the statements were
late because Elaine Rogers had been
busy working with BDO Dunwoody
on correcting the audited financial
statements for 2007. Councillor
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Wiseman noted that the Village
had substantially paid for the BDO
Dunwoody audit but had not yet
received the final audited financial
statements, and the same could be
said for the OCP. He suggested that
in future, the Village pay no more
than 50% before the completion of
the work.
•The mayor is working with Tom
Lancaster of Smart Growth to set up
public meetings on the OCP for the

end of July.
•Mayor Everett reported on a
document received from the Office of
the Fire Commissioner that outlines
new safety procedures and training
and equipment standards for volunteer
fire departments. The document also
includes “self audit” checklists for
departments. A copy of the document
was passed on to Fire Chief Leonard
Casley for review.
•A proposal from a Hume Lane

resident to plant three maple trees
on the 6th Street boulevard at his cost
was tabled pending the adoption of a
new boulevard bylaw. The bylaw is
expected to be brought before council
in August.
•Public Works Foreman Leonard
Casley is working on obtaining
federal funding for repairs to the
dyking around the water line that
crosses the creek.
•Katrina Sumrall wrote to ask

the Village to donate the old wooden
Silverton Hall chairs to Lucerne
School and for community events.
Council agreed.
•A Statement of Values from
Johnston Meier Insurance Agencies
assessing the Village’s properties was
submitted for council’s review.
•Council members were invited
to the Official Grand Opening of the
new Castlegar City Hall and Spirit
Square on August 16.

submitted
Red Mountain Internet has
expanded its service to Rosebery
with the assistance of grants from
the Regional District, Slocan
Valley Economic Development
Commission, Columbia Basin Trust
and Bergevin Developments.
In 2003, Larry Lavan and Vince
Geisler had a vision of bringing
wireless high speed internet to the

Village of Silverton, Red Mountain
Road, Rosebery and surrounding
rural areas. In the fall of 2005, Red
Mountain Internet Society began
service to Silverton and parts of Red
Mountain Road with the aid of the
BC government Small Communities
Program, Telus and the Village of
Silverton. Columbia Basin Trust
has played a key role in providing
matching grants and has provided a

total of $29,000 for infrastructure for
Rosebery and Silverton.
Like all new services RMIS has
experienced some challenges along
the way but is proud of its record of
being up 99% of the time with the
exception of the local power outages.
The new Rosebery service has been a

year in the planning and construction
phase and is now live. RMIS is a not
for profit that is run by a volunteer
board of directors and currently has
45 users of its service.
Anyone interested in service
can call John Everett at 358-2878 to
arrange for a site survey.

Red Mountain Internet Society brings high speed to Rosebery

Hands on for the Arts 2008
Exposition & Silent Auction

of Fine Arts, Music, Adventure Experiences, Services
Conference Dome, Villa Dome Quixote, New Denver

Silent Auction Opening – August 10th, 7:30 - 9 pm
Continuing... August 11th - 13th, Noon - 5 pm
Thursday, August 14th, Noon - 6 pm
OVER 70 UNIQUE OFFERINGS

All ages invited to join in the bidding fun

Your chance to win your favourite item! Proceeds support VSSM programs

Red Mountain Internet Society receives $8,990 from Columbia Basin Trust to help
bring high speed internet to Rosebery. L to R: Lynda Lafleur, CBT; John Everett, Mayor
of Silverton; Vince Geisler, System Administrator; Larry Lavan, President, RMIS.

Support the Valley Voice,
your locally-owned,
independent Community
newspaper!
Buy a voluntary subscription,
only $10-$30 per year
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Valhalla Summer School of Music – 10 years of excellence
submitted
The hills are alive again with
the sounds of music in the month
of August, as the Valhalla Fine Arts
Society presents a wonderful array
of programs. Beginning on August
3 and continuing through August
22, there will be a host of fine
concerts and events to choose from
and attend.
Many concerts are free of charge,
some request a donation and only
one has a set fee. Please see the ‘clip
& save’ ad in this paper for dates,
times and event locations. There
will also be posters displayed in all
the usual places as well as flyers
available for pickup at many local
businesses.
This is the tenth year running
for the Valhalla Summer School
of Music, which began in 1999
with Silverton’s Heather Huether,
a fine concert cellist and teacher.
Originally a one-week camp for
strings and piano, the program has

now expanded to a total of five
weeks throughout the year and now
includes programs for Animation
& Film and a Theatre Arts program
earlier in the year.
The first of the three consecutive
weeks in August is the Suzuki
Valhalla Institute (SVI) beginning
August 3 at Lucerne School in
New Denver. The second week is
the Valhalla Summer School of
Music (VSSM), beginning August
10. Observers are welcome at both
of these week-long programs. The
final week is the Valhalla Intensive
Performance Program (VIP),
beginning August 18.
VSSM, VIP and SVI now draw
music students from across Canada,
all over the US and internationally.
During the week of August 10,
VSSM offers several programs
and classes open to folks from
surrounding communities. There is a
Music Appreciation Class held daily
from 3-4:30 pm. Sheldon Nadler

will be discussing ‘variations’ and
several ways they are implemented
into music. He will discuss
ornamentation and varied repeats,
polyphonic variations (chaconne,
passacaglia), motivic variation,
and a few examples of Theme and
Variation form – all from the works
of Monteverdi, Purcell, Handel,
Bach, Haydn, Beethoven, Brahms,
Elgar, and Britten.
There are also two community
choirs. One is a Family Choir, held
daily from 1-2 pm and an Adult
Choir, held daily from 5-6:30 pm.
Anyone who can carry a tune is
welcome to join and share their talent
with the community.
Also part of the VSSM program,
and in its sixth year, is the Hands
On for the Arts Silent Auction at the
Villa Dome Quixote (New Denver)
during the week of August 10 (see
‘clip & save’ ad). Featuring art,
music, adventure experiences and
services, Hands On proceeds support

all VSSM programs. For anyone
wishing to donate art or services to
the auction, they can do so through
August 8. Simply contact Lynn at
358-7907 or Heather at 358-7196.
Monetary donations to VSSM are
always welcome throughout the
year.
A Fiddling Workshop has been
added to the VIP Program (August
18-22). This daily two-hour class is
accepting any violin student (adult
or child) at any skill level. All that is
required is a love of fiddling or the
desire to learn. This class is being
taught by Brie Faulks.
So there you have it. Come out and

celebrate 10 years of excellence with
great music by exceptionally talented
kids of all ages and experience first
hand the Magic of Music in the
Majesty of Mountains!
Also, there will be wonderful
pianos for sale during the Valhalla
Summer School of Music as well.
World of Music - Kelowna will be
supplying pianos again this year.
There will be a great selection of new
and used pianos at exceptional prices,
with local delivery. Just contact
Heather at 250-358-719 as soon as
possible or visit Lucerne School
in New Denver during the week of
August 10-15.

submitted by Annie Collins
Recently the UN Children’s
Conference on the Environment
in Stavanger, Norway, brought
together 700 ten- to fourteen-yearolds from 105 countries. I was
lucky to be one of them.
Every morning we had a
keynote speaker and presentations
by the participants about their
environmental projects, which were
focused on the four different themes
– energy, biodiversity, water, and
production and consumption. In the
afternoons we attended workshops
or field trips. I attended a trade and
climate role-play where we learned
about the global trading system;
a UN negotiating workshop; a
traditional Norwegian fishing
and boatbuilding fieldtrip; and an
underwater field trip looking at
marine life while snorkeling.
In the evenings we had a boat
trip on a fjord, a barbeque at
an Iron-age farm with people in
period costume, and a special interfaith ceremony at an 11th Century
cathedral.
One of the best parts of the
conference was meeting people from
all over the world. I made friends

with kids from Australia, Nepal,
the UK, Egypt, Lebanon and many
other countries. The opening and
closing ceremonies were amazing.
At the opening ceremonies we had
a Sami singer, dancers and a flag
parade with a representative from
every country. I was chosen to be the
representative from Canada. At the
closing ceremonies everyone was
wearing their national costumes,
which were amazing. Children from
Panama, Madagascar and Malaysia
did traditional dances from their
country.
The highlight of the conference
for me was on the third day when I
got elected to be the North American
representative on the Junior Board!
The Junior Board is a group of 11
children who advise UNEP and
organize the next conference be held
in Korea in 2010. Each candidate
made a one-minute speech in front
of everyone and then, following
the UN voting system, the children
from each country got together and
decided whom they’d vote for in
each of the seven world regions.
I would like to sincerely thank
all the people and businesses that
made this trip possible.

Hills girl reports on UN Children’s
Conference on the Environment

Annie Collins, from Hills, attended the UN Children’s Conference on the Environment.
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Summer Lights series set to dazzle with music, poetry
by Art Joyce
“Music sweet music I wish I could
caress,” Jimi Hendrix once sang, in a
lyric rich with poetic overtones. What
better combination then, in the cooling
summer evenings, than bringing music
and poetry together? The Summer
Lights series reprises this season at
the Hidden Garden Gallery for the first
time since 2004, starting August 9, at
7:30 pm, with performances on the
gallery’s beautiful garden stage.
The performers for this event will
be poets Timothy Shay and Natasha
Jmieff and singer-songwriter Pauline
Lamb. Shay is a well-known figure on
the Nelson literary scene who got his
start as a student back in the days of the
now defunct Notre Dame University
as well as the Kootenay School of

the Arts. Although Canadian, Shay
had the unique experience of growing
up in both Salt Lake City, Utah and
White Rock, BC, giving his poetry a
unique social and political perspective.
His poems have appeared in many
Canadian and American magazines,
including Canadian Dimension,
Canadian Forum, CBC Radio
Anthology, Rolling Stone, the West
Kootenay literary annual Horsefly,
and many others. Shay’s language
is sinuous and muscular, sometimes
Herculean in energy, other times a
crushed spirit wired on too much late
night coffee and wrestling with his own
beliefs. He currently hosts the monthly
open mic reading series at The Vienna
in Nelson.
Natasha Jmieff is a young writer

of Doukhobor heritage whose poetry
reflects a polish and evocative power
far beyond her years. A writer, editor,
gardener and healer, she lives in
Nelson, where she teaches poetry at the
Oxygen Art Centre. Jmieff’s writing
has been published in Horsefly and
ISKRA:Voice of the Doukhobors and
her current writing projects include a
debut poetry manuscript, Sing, Don’t
Think, and a prose memoir. Her goal
is for her words to “find home on other
peoples’ tongues.”
The daughter of Ken and Shawn
Lamb, Pauline grew up immersed in
books, dance and music. In the Lamb
household, “JJ Cale helped Dad do
the dishes and I still believe that the
songs of Bob Dylan make bread rise
and the laundry do itself.” Although

initially attracted to dance, she was
inducted into performing music at age
15 by an older brother who had a band.
An early mentor was the late Bobby
Stewart, a legendary Kootenay blues
guitar master. For a time she was part
of the hugely popular disco-retro band
Shag. Pauline has developed her own
unique style from what she calls “this
intense, mysterious territory within
me, storming through me.” She has a
voice that ranges from hushed, tender
dreaming to her heartbreakingly
soulful version of Leonard Cohen’s
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Hallelujah. Lamb will have a recently
released self-titled CD available at
Summer Lights that can also be
ordered online at cdbaby.com/cd/
paulinelamb or www.myspace.com/
paulinelambmusic.
There will be limited edition
broadsheets available from the poets
designed by Sean Arthur Joyce of
chameleonfire editions. Refreshments
will be served. Admission by donation
but please remember, your generous
donations help keep this unique
volunteer-run gallery open.

The Hidden Garden Gallery and Chameleon Fire Editions presents

Summer Lights
An evening of music and poetry ‘under the stars’ with poets
Timothy Shay, Natasha Jmieff and special musical guest
Pauline Lamb

Saturday, August 9, 7:30 pm
Admission by donation to the gallery

Pauline Lamb will play at the Hidden Garden Gallery’s first evening in the Summer Lights series, August 9.

Sponsored by ColumbiaKootenay Cultural Alliance

photo credit: paul mcdonald

photo credit: paul mcdonald
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The Commitments, Saturday, July 19, 2008.

photo credit: paul mcdonald

photo credit: paul mcdonald

Paul Rodgers headlined Sunday night at the Nakusp Music Fest.

photo credit: paul mcdonald

A flamethrower performed on the Nakusp Music Festival grounds Sunday night.

Al Harlow, Prism

Kenny Shields & Streetheart

Kids had a blast in the Shrek Castle.

Services offered
• Landscaping
• Small stump removal
• Trenching
• Waterlines
• Grading
...and more
RR#1 Site 1 Comp 11
New Denver, BC V0G1S0

Angus Hung, BC/DC, Saturday, July 19.
photo credit: paul mcdonald

Leave message at 250-551-2155

McCuaig, Sunday, July 20.
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Local high school jazz band students, Avery Bremner, Jennifer Scott and Rowan Greger play with Skavengah, Friday, July 18.

photo credit: paul mcdonald

Brittany Kalesnikoff, Saturday, July 19.

photo credit: paul mcdonald

Alexandra in face paint.

photo credit: paul mcdonald

Robin Wilson, The Gin Blossoms.

photo credit: paul mcdonald

Aaron Pritchett, Sunday, July 20.

Hometown girl, Cassidy Wethal wows the crowd on Sunday, July 20.

Dane Olsen performs with Cassidy Wethal and 23 North, Sunday, July 20.

Global Gift
Discoveries

Inspiring
Arts

Specializing in goods from Central and South
America, plus quality local arts & crafts.
Steve Harwell, Smash Mouth

3 1 8 B ro a d w a y S t .

Nakusp, BC

265-3288
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Nakusp Music Festival rocks Saddle Mountain five years in a row

Jeff Neil, Streetheart, Friday, July 18.

The very photogenic Angus Hung, BC/DC, Saturday, July 19.

Johnny Reid, Saturday, July 19.

Spliff Swilliams, BC/DC, Saturday, July 19.

Everyone had fun at the Nakusp Music Fest.

Rita Chiarelli, Saturday, July 19.

Krista Brietkreutz provides BC Hydro
PowerSmart info.

Karen Coleman and Claire Malone of the Commitments played all the great
soul classics from the movie, Saturday, July 19.
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Thank You All!

The Nakusp Roots Music Society has completed another successful Must Fest – the 5th Annual Saddle Mountain High, a true summer blast.
About 16,000 guests attended this year’s 3-day show which sold out for the second year in a row.
Time has come again to remember the many supporters who gave us encouragement and helped us with the production of the show. The
biggest THANK YOU must go to the 350 volunteers who invested their time to assure a smooth sailing. Without them we could not be able
to put on the calibre of show we are famous for.
A special recognition to our record number of 59 corporate sponsors who continue to believe in our project and who put their name and
money on the line by investing in our future. Thank you all so much!
All contributions were absolutely necessary to guarantee the success of this phenomenal show. This year’s production cost exceeded for the
first time $ 1 M. The Nakusp Music Fest is once again recognized as the most successful Rock Festival in Western Canada. In 2007 we were
listed amongst the Top 10 open air festivals in North America.
Thanks go to our Village representatives and their administration, the Nakusp & Area Development Board (NADB), the board and incredible
staff of School District #10 and their bus drivers who always help out to accommodate and go the extra mile. Thanks also to the Arrow &
Slocan Lake Community Services (ASLCS) for providing us with a shuttle bus service.
Thanks to all the essential emergency units for their assistance:
The local RCMP detachment and all the other members who came in to help assure a safe and good time for all of our guests, the Nakusp
Volunteer Fire Department and our local Ambulance Service.
Much assistance was provided by Steve Marks of On The Marks Graphic Solutions Inc. who produced our official merchandise. Steve did also
design most of the graphics we used for this year’s posters, banners and other advertising materials. Bob Cliff of Tamarack Signs who did
all of our signs, and our friend and driver Richard Fahlman.We also wish to express our appreciation to Barb Craine of B&G Bookkeeping.
Last but surely not least, I express my sincere appreciation and admiration to our dedicated team which worked so hard and tirelessly for
the last 12 months to make this project become a reality. We mastered all extreme challenges professionally and with pride. The many
praises we have received from the musicians, professionals, media and our guests is the reward for the hard work we put in.
Nakusp Roots Music Society members are: Greg Craine –President; Donna Rebman – VP; Sandra Scott – Secretary; Milton Parent – Treasurer; Wulf
Mense – Director; Linda Henke – Director; and Jesper Nielsen – Director. Our other core group members are Bianca Neidhardt & Rose Parent. We
also wish to thank area supervisors Kelly Ballard, Cam Leitch, Doreen Desrochers, Nancy Bone, Beth McLeod, Susan Gustafson, and Terry O’Brien.
A special appreciation goes to our administrative team of Octopus Productions Inc.:
Willi Jahnke, our administrator and producer, Doug Switzer - media relations; Colleen Matchett – sponsors, volunteers & merchandise; Michele Williams – entertainment coordinator; Val Scott – office assistance; and our outstanding office staff members, Joleen Minchin, Susan
Mackie and Troy Dowling. You all did a phenomenal job!
Thanks to Cassia Parent who managed our main stage superbly and also to Graham Orr who did an outstanding job looking after Stage 2. We
also wish to thank Dawn Devlin, our former Vice President; Nadine Guthrie, our former office manager; and last but not least Bill Johnston,
our festival emcee for all five years who has now retired the position.
An absolute amazing job was done by our Green Team – The United Church of Nakusp and PALS who fed our volunteers. Thank-you to Deb
Guest Catering for providing meals to the staff, VIP and headliners.
Thanks to the people of Nakusp and our business community for their great hospitality.
There are many more who helped us before and during the show, we truly appreciate your involvement. Please forgive us if we forgot to
mention your name.
See you all July 17, 18, & 19 of 2009 for the 6th Annual Summer Blast – Saddle Mountain High.
We have already started planning our next show. Prepare yourself for the unexpected!
Greg Craine
President, Nakusp Roots Music Society (NRMS)
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ECE team kayaks Caribou Creek to oppose IPP development

Honey Bear
Bakery

Summer Hours

Tues-Sat 9:00-5:00
Closed Sun & Mon
311 7th Ave NW • Nakusp • 265-4633
Rear Alley Entrance

ARROW LAKES
FINE ARTS
In partnership with

SELKIRK COLLEGE
311 Broadway Street • PO Box 155
Nakusp BC V0G 1R0
alfaguild@telus.net

ARIN FAY
BETWEEN THE
LINES
(Visual Art with
Literature)
Aug 6 - Aug 24
Opening Reception Friday, Aug
8th 6 - 8 PM
Gallery Hours - Wednesday
through Sunday 12 - 4 PM

Leon’s Creeks, which are all slated
for IPPs.
“These are all fragile
intact ecosystems that, despite
overwhelming public opposition,
are being threatened by private
investors who want to tap into the
Independent Power Production gold
rush currently taking place all over
BC,” he said.
Speers explained that the team
documents its descents so that
people can see the hidden gorges of
the creeks that are being threatened
with IPP development. “We are a
group of volunteers who want to use
our love of whitewater kayaking to
share information and images that
depict the delicate balance of these
special places,” he said. “Whitewater
kayaking is an extremely low impact
activity that allows glimpses into
deep gorges that very few people
have ever visited.”
Speers emphasized that ECE is
not advocating the commercial use
of these areas. “Nor do we wish to
promote any irresponsible river use
that would impact or harm these
systems in any way.”
The descent of Caribou Creek
was done in two stints. On July 12,
ECE team members Carl Jacks,
Hayden Standidge and Speers
explored the section of river from
the 9 km bridge to the large dramatic
waterfall known as Miller’s Falls
at approximately 7 km. Speers
described the trip: “This section

“The
World of
Small”

All children are invited
to this program at
Nakusp Public Library
at noon on Saturday,
August 9th. Daniel
Hellyer will show his
slides of insects and
share amazing stories
about them.

Free.

held demanding and complex class
5+ rapids that require some serious
commitment in this beautiful, deep
mossy gorge. At the lip of the falls
the team was forced to hike out,
roping their boats back up to the road
through steep, gnarly bush.”
The following week, Jacks and
Speers returned with a group of Irish
paddlers who were on a six-week
whitewater kayaking vacation in
BC. Speers says the five people
from Ireland were inspired to join
the cause especially when they heard
about Bill C-30, which allows the
Province to veto local government
decisions regarding the development
of IPPs.
The group started at the base of
Miller’s Falls, where Speers says
water vapour from the falls creates a
micro-climate that nourishes a huge
variety of life, from giant cedars to
tiny mushrooms. From here down to
the smaller falls, at approximately
3 km up the road, Speers said
the group enjoyed fun technical
boulder gardens and only minimal
amounts of wood to portage. The
lower portion of the river, he said,
is meandering gravel beds with
abundant wildlife and prime fish
spawning habitat all the way to the
confluence with the Arrow Lakes in
Burton. He said large bull trout and
eagles were seen in the rapids and
along the banks, and they saw the
remains of a bull trout that looked
like it had been a meal for a bear.
Speers says the ECE team
would like to thank the friendly

people they met in Burton for
their encouragement and support.
“Coming together and working

towards saving rivers for future
generations is what it’s all about,”
he said.

PHOTO CREDIT: James Van den Broek

submitted
As part of its campaign to raise
awareness about independent power
projects (IPPs), a group of local
kayakers called the Endangered
Creeks Expedition (ECE) team
completed a descent of Caribou
Creek near Burton on July 19.
Team member Randy Speers of
Rosebery reported that the team has
now completed descents of Caribou,
Howser, Glacier, Cooper and St.

The Endangered Creek Expedition team kayaked Caribou Creek in July.

Kokanee spawning at Hill Creek reaches record survival rate
submitted
The numbers are in and the
news is good. This year’s egg-tofry survival rate for kokanee at the
Hill Creek Spawning Channel is
estimated to be 69.4%, making it the
best survival rate on record. In 1985
the egg-to-survival rate was 69.2%
and for the last two decades, survival
rates for kokanee eggs have averaged
about 42% so the results for 2008 are
exceptional.
“High egg-to-fry survival shows
that channel flow controls and annual
gravel cleaning have been very
well done,” says Fish and Wildlife
Compensation Program Steering
Committee Co-Chair Wayne Stetski
of the Ministry of Environment. In
real terms, this means that about 6.96
million fry have emerged from the
spawning channel, and will continue
growing and maturing in the Arrow
Lakes Reservoir.
In 2006, 36% of the eggs in the
spawning channel survived to the

fry stage, and in 2007, the survival
rate was 51.5%. By comparison,
about 15% of the eggs deposited by
spawning kokanee in natural streams
survive. This good news comes after
lower survival rates in 2004 and 2005
when the egg-to-fry survival rates
where 0.8% and 2.8% respectively.
Record-breaking rainfalls, an
upstream beaver dam, unusually
cold weather and compacted gravel
may have contributed to these low
survival rates.
“Since then we’ve made a
number of changes to our operations
to reduce the chances of having
such low survival rates again,” says
James Baxter, FWCP senior fisheries
biologist. “An adequate number of
kokanee fry in the reservoir is good
for the entire ecosystem as well as
local anglers.”
Given the results this spring, the
changes seem to be working.

The Hill Creek Spawning
Channel contributes the majority
of kokanee production in the upper
basin of Arrow Lakes Reservoir. The
FWCP, together with the Ministry of
Environment (MOE), also operate the
Meadow Creek Spawning Channel
at the north end of Kootenay Lake
which contributes significantly to
the total kokanee production in that
system. Egg-to-fry survival at the
Meadow Creek Spawning Channel
this spring was 53.8% which is an
above-average survival rate.
By adding nutrients to the Arrow
Lakes Reservoir and Kootenay
Lake the FWCP, together with the
MOE, BC Hydro and Fisheries and
Oceans Canada, are compensating
for upstream dams that trap nutrients.
Spawning channels compensate
for streams and natural spawning
habitat that was flooded during dam
construction.

WANTED
TO BUY:

CEDAR AND
PINE POLES
John Shantz
• 250-308-7941 (cell)

Please contact: Gorman
Brothers Lumber Ltd.

250-547-9296

Kokanee salmon fry are surviving in greater numbers at the Hill Creek Spawning Channel.
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Hills residents meet with Springer Creek Forest Products about logging
by Art Joyce
Hills residents concerned about
logging activity in the area met with
representatives of Springer Creek
Forest Products on July 14. About
10 residents attended the meeting at
Richard Allin’s home in Hills. The
company had previously provided
maps and information showing current
and proposed cutblocks which was
circulated at a Hills Recreation Society
meeting.
Most of the cutblocks are on the
west side of Bonanza Creek, and are
nearing completion. There was concern
about the size of the openings within the
cutblocks, says Allin, with a preference
for more selective cutting rather than
clearcuts. Impacts on water flow, erosion,
visual impacts and regeneration were
mentioned. Springer Creek woodlands

manager Dwayne Sorenson initially
thought the idea of the meeting was
simply to inform the community of
their plans, but said they would consider
reducing the visual impacts by adjusting
cutblock openings.
Allin and John Herrmann had made
a field trip to one of the Bonanza face
cutblocks, and felt the waste wood left
behind seemed excessive.
“The bottom line is, if there’s
waste left out there we pay for it,” says
Sorenson. “But I haven’t seen that block
so it’s not fair for me to say.”
If the pulp market continues on its
current high, Sorenson adds, it will make
it more economical to utilize more of the
wood waste. This is also affected by mill
closures, driving up transportation costs.
There is a requirement to leave a certain
proportion of coarse woody debris

to help retain a nutrient base for site
regeneration and wildlife habitat, but this
does not include stumps or log butts.
Springer Creek also talked to
residents about logging plans on the
east side of Slocan Lake just south of
Hills, below the cutting previously
done on Ranch Ridge. This raised
alarm bells for residents who recalled
logging on that ridge during the 1980s
that caused a major landslide across the
highway, narrowly missing a school
bus. The slopes are complex terrain
with instability issues and there are nine
small openings planned for the area.
Allin found it somewhat reassuring
that the new cutblocks would be at
a lower elevation and not straddling
watersheds. The long-term plan would
include logging adjacent patches as the
earlier cuts ‘green up.’ The range is also

known as a major ungulate and grizzly
corridor connecting with Valhalla and
Goat Range Parks and thus sensitive to
disruption. Other cutblocks are planned
for the Shannon and Wragge Creek
drainage on the west side of the lake that
will be visible from the highway.
“They tried to give us assurances
that the planning they’re doing now
is much more comprehensive than it
was 20 years ago,” says Allin. “My
sense of it was that they listened and
were concerned, but their mandate is to
harvest wood.”
Allin said that visual quality
objectives have recently been reduced
by the Ministry of Forests, so that was
another red flag to residents unhappy
with the visual impact of cutblocks. But
even more important, says Allin, are
the ecosystem impacts. Bonanza Creek
is the main kokanee spawning stream
for the entire Slocan drainage and thus
vulnerable to siltation from runoff.
Sorenson says the company will
try to address residents’ concerns about
slash burning that causes some lowlying smoke in the valley. Environment
Canada provides forecasting for good
venting days but Sorenson says often
a good day is followed by a bad one so
it’s often difficult to avoid smoke trapped
in the hollow at the head of Slocan
Lake. He says the company has had a

biologist assess the ungulate range, and
a geotechnical assessment is pending
for the major landslide risk areas. That
assessment may result in some alteration
to cutblocks. For the Bonanza face, the
cutblock has been approved but the
company is examining whether any
additional modifications can be made.
Sorenson says because most of the face
will require cable logging on a steep
slope, it’s doubtful any major changes
can be made. The original plan had been
to start logging there at the beginning of
August but that has now been postponed
until September.
“The forest belongs to the Province
which belongs to everybody so the
challenge is managing it in a way
that suits everybody’s interests,” says
Sorenson. “But the folks in Hills are
obviously looking at it every day, so it
affects them pretty directly.”
Sorenson says it was refreshing to
meet with residents so well informed
about forestry. Under current forestry
regulations in BC there is no legal
requirement for logging companies
to meet with residents, so Allin
acknowledged Springer Creek’s
willingness to go the extra mile.
However, he said in view of past logging
practices, Hills residents feel they “can’t
take anything for granted” and therefore
must be vigilant.

by Nicole Chodat
Toes were tapping and hands
clapping at this year’s successful
Littlefest, July 26.
A capacity crowd danced and
stomped to an eclectic mix of bluegrass
and folk with just a touch of funky rock
for fun.
Mother Nature provided an amazing
light show during the melodic riffs of
Juno award winning Sarah Harmer and
almost blew the lid off the stage during
the Stolen Organ Band.
High energy seems almost an
understatement in describing Trampled
by Turtles, a five-piece bluegrass
band from Duluth, Michigan. The
crowd-pleasing band had everyone up

and dancing, calling for more banjo,
more fiddle, more mandolin, more
everything!
Wet Secrets, dressed in their bright
red school band uniforms and with their
snazzy disco ball light show, rocked the
festival with comical lyrics that everyone
could laugh and sing along to.
The Preserved Seed of Nelson,
along with the festival BBQ provided
delicious food, and the beer tent was a
sociable and shaded venue for Nelson
beer and Okanagan Cider.
The kids’ table was a roaring success
with many beautiful crafts and happy
painted faces created there. Littlefest
provides a beautiful venue for awesome
music and good family memories.

Littlefest draws capacity crowd

Trampled by Turtles, a five-piece bluegrass band from Duluth Michigan,
rocked Littlefest, July 26.

New business offers backhoe services
by Jan McMurray
Ron Greenwood has a new
Kubota backhoe and is not afraid
to use it.
The Rosebery resident and
his machine are available for hire.
Anyone who needs trenching or
digging work, yard or bush cleanup,
small stump removal, grading, or
tree planting done can call Ron at
250-551-2155.
The Kubota is a 35 horsepower
loader/backhoe with a 12” trenching
bucket and a 21” backhoe bucket.
Ron also has a 20’ tilting flat deck
trailer to haul the machine around.
Ron went to Fanshawe College

in London, Ontario for landscape
design and has 12 years of work
experience in the field. He has lived
in the area for several years and has
recently bought a piece of land in
Rosebery.
His business is called
Greenwood Stables because he
was horse logging when he started
the company, and he plans to set up
a boarding stable for horses on his
Rosebery property.
Greenwood also has plans
to expand his business with the
purchase of more equipment. He
says he hopes to have a tiller for
next spring.
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Kaslo council, July 22: Moyie to be connected to sewer system
by Jan McMurray
•Council voted to move forward
with connecting the SS Moyie to the
sewer system.
The Kootenay Lake Historical
Society was asked to submit a formal
request for a sewer connection for the
Moyie so that council could proceed
with amending the bylaw to include the
property in the specified area. Mayor
Holland commented that things were
moving forward, but would still take
some time.
Dave Russell of TW Developments
Inc., who completed a report on
sewage disposal options at the Moyie,
emailed the Village with a summary
of his discussion with Paul Kelly, the
sewer treatment plant operator. He
reports that Kelly is in full agreement
with adding the Moyie to the system,
particularly with off-peak transfer
to the treatment plant, but indicates
that the system could also handle
on-demand transfer to the treatment
plant. The Moyie would add 15 cubic
metres per day to the system, which
has a capacity of 300 cubic metres per
day and is currently operating with
a peak flow of 200 cubic metres per
day. Kelly was going to contact the
Ministry of Environment to check if
any changes to the operating licence
for the system would be required if the
Moyie were added.
•Kaslo Bay Resort re-submitted
its request for an exemption from the
noise abatement bylaw during the
jazz festival weekend, this time until
1 am. The resort originally asked to
be exempted until 2 am. At the last
council meeting, after having asked for
public input and receiving nine letters
against the request and one letter in
favour, council decided to exempt the
resort from the bylaw until midnight
on August 1, 2 and 3. At this meeting,
there were 16 letters from citizens
expressing support for the resort’s
request. Council agreed to the request
until 1 am, and designated Councillor
Jones to monitor decibel levels over
the weekend. Councillor Leathwood
commented that this late input from
the community put council in the
bad position of having to change its
decision, and was not fair to the people
who wrote in on time.
•Campground contractor Trish
Bennet wrote to inform council
about some incidences of theft of
coolers, camp stoves and lights at the
campground, as well as one incidence
of aggressive behaviour by youths.
She suggests installing a video camera.
Council set up a meeting on July 28 with
Bennet, the RCMP and the Community
Consultative Group to discuss security
issues at the campground.
•Council accepted the proposal
from Kaslo Building Maintenance for
cleaning services for the provincial
building at a monthly rate of $413. The
company has held the cleaning contract
for the building with the Province for
six years. The proposal states that the
contract with the Village is basically
the same as the one with the Province,
except the cleaning schedule has been
reduced to once a week from three
times a week.
•The CAO was designated a
Bylaw Enforcement Officer for the
purpose of issuing municipal tickets.
CAO Rae Sawyer explained that she
would not be seeking out offenders or
patrolling. Councillor Jones said he
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did not believe that ticketing should be
complaint driven and felt the Village
should hire a Bylaw Enforcement
Officer. He and Councillor Vass voted
against the motion.
•A resident of Front Street wrote
to ask council what it plans to do
about bears rummaging through the
non-bear-proof garbage bins along
the street. She says she has cleaned up
garbage five times this summer on the
main street, and saw a bear across from
her house early one morning. Council
directed staff to thank her for her

assistance in cleaning up the scattered
garbage and to advise her that council
is dealing with bear problems.
•Mayor Holland reported on a
Columbia Basin Trust Climate Change
Initiatives Learning Network meeting
he attended in Kimberley. Elkford
and Kimberley were chosen for the
CBT program to help communities
adapt to climate change, and three
communities, including Kaslo and
Area D, are participating in the learning
network. Holland said he was learning
“a massive amount” and indicated

that Kaslo is in line to be chosen for
the CBT program in the next round of
funding in October.
•Kaslo River will be tested annually
for any indication of leachate below the
former Railroad Avenue site. Staff will
report back on possible contractors
for the job.
•Mayor Holland and Councillors
Hewat, Leathwood and Jones were
authorized to attend the UBCM annual
conference. A meeting will be set
up with the Minister of Community
Development at the conference to

discuss tax class changes.
•An email from Mayor Holland
suggesting that there be a policy on
brushing on municipal property was
referred to the Development Services
Committee for recommendation to
council.
•Mayor Holland and Deputy
Clerk Carole Hughes were authorized
to attend the Heritage Strategy
Stakeholder Workshop in Nelson on
August 19.
•Accounts payable of $265,714.60
were approved.

by Jan McMurray
Rod Dunnett and Tracy Wallace
decided to make their passion their
business, and Top Down Tours was
born.
Hiking and exploring the
backcountry is their passion. They’ve
been doing it in the Kootenays since
1976, and are now inviting others to

come along with them.
With Rod nearing the end of
his teaching career, the couple was
looking for a business they could do
in their retirement. “We know the area
really well, and we spend our whole
summers hiking anyway, so offering
backcountry tours was the perfect fit,”
explained Tracy.

The first thing they did was to
go shopping for a new jeep. They
ended up with a brand new fourdoor Wrangler that seats five people
comfortably. “It’s a very nice ride,”
commented Tracy.
The couple also went through the
process with government and were
given tenure on 17 trails in the Selkirk

by Jan McMurray
Members of Argenta’s Concerned
Carter Creek Water Users set up on
the lawn of the Forestry office
outside Nelson on July 17 to serve
up lemonade made with water
from Carter Creek. With the slogan
“the lemonade is free, our water is
priceless,” they were there to express
their concerns about logging plans
for Argenta’s Woodlot 491.
“Our approach in today’s action
is lighthearted,” said Carol Ross from
Argenta, “but our concerns are very
serious. On the table is the stability
of our watershed, the integrity of the
Purcell Wilderness Conservancy, and
the preservation of one of the most
beautiful mountain faces anywhere.”
Citizens are concerned about the
proposed road, which would traverse
the domestic watershed of Carter Creek.
They are also concerned that, because
of the mountain pine beetle infestation,
new woodlot owner Jeff Mattes will
want a large increase in this year’s cut
and will apply for an exemption from
the visual standards set for the Argenta
face.

While lemonade was being served
on the lawn, Ross, Gary Diers from the
Purcell Alliance for Wilderness, and
Craig Pettitt of the Valhalla Wilderness
Society met with District Manager
Garry Beaudry and other key ministry
personnel to present the concerns
of Argenta residents and explore
appropriate next moves.
After the meeting Pettitt stated,
“Visual management guidelines that the
public fought hard for during the CORE
processes of the mid ’90s are being
downgraded to accommodate logging
interests without any notification to the
public. This means we can expect to see
more logging and larger cutblock sizes
in sensitive visual areas.”
Garry Beaudry from the ministry
explained in an interview that Mattes’s
specific logging plans in the woodlot
won’t be clear until he applies for the
cutting and road permits, probably
later this summer. He said Mattes had
presented the ministry with his woodlot
licence plan, which outlines the broad
objectives for the woodlot, but not the
specifics.
However, Beaudry noted that
there was a substantial amount of
mountain pine beetle infestation within
the woodlot and “he [Mattes] would be
somewhat negligent if he didn’t go in
there. This is an area-based tenure and
he is responsible to manage it.”
Beaudry also said he didn’t believe
Mattes’ intention was to clearcut log,
explaining that taking out the pine and
leaving other timber types was one of the
district’s strategies to ensure a mediumterm timber supply.
Beaudry admits that he anticipates
an application for an exemption from
the visual objectives and has discussed
this informally with Mattes. He said
that the ministry recognizes that things

like mountain pine beetle and fires
may necessitate logging that doesn’t
conform to the guidelines. In these cases,
they look for a good design so that the
visual quality will come back over the
longer term.
Beaudry said that to come up with a
good design, Mattes would go to scenic
viewpoints and do mock-ups of what
a block would look like. “The visual
quality may be exceeded for the short
term, but with a good visual design, we
expect to meet those objectives over the
long term.”
Beaudry said that generally, if the
ministry has approved the woodlot
licence plan, and the cutting permit
meets the objectives in the plan, then
there is no reason why he wouldn’t
approve it. “We’ve signaled we know
there’s a mountain pine beetle epidemic
and we are amenable to giving him the
exemption, but he’ll have to do mockups
from various visual points.”

and Purcell Mountains, to the north and
west of Kaslo.
Top Down Tours offers half or full
day trips, and tailors them to their clients.
“The fun part for us is matching our
clients with the tour,” said Tracy. “We
marry the trail to the clients’ age, fitness
level and personal interests. Whether
they like photography, geology, history,
great views, ghost towns or hot springs,
we can choose a tour that will appeal to
them. It can be all ride, all hiking, or any
combination of the two.”
Rod says the most popular trips
so far are Monica Meadows, Idaho
Lookout and Buchanan Lookout.
Top Down Tours is fully insured.
Rod has his Class 4 drivers licence and
First Aid certificate.
Contact Top Down Tours at 250-3537347 or visit www.jeephikekootenays.
com.

Top Down Tours offers wide variety of trips

Making a (lemonade) stand at 4-Mile forestry office

New ceiling for
Kaslo Legion

submitted
The Legion building in Kaslo
has just gone through one of those
classic renovation projects that just
gets bigger and bigger as it goes.
In February, the membership
voted to add to the insulation in the
ceiling of the hall. While attempting
to add the insulation, a large section
of ceiling fell to the floor.
“We quickly discovered that
some of the structure was not up
to current standards,” commented
member Cam Clayton. Fortunately,
no one was injured.
It was decided to reconstruct
the ceiling to current standards, and
then upgrade the insulation as was
originally intended. Although the
job is not yet completed, it is nearing
completion to the satisfaction of all
concerned.
Many thanks to the crew,
which was a mix of paid people
and volunteers. “Everyone worked
hard and did a superb job,” said
Clayton.

Thank you
Valley Voice

The only newspaper that
tells us what is going on in
the Kaslo area. The only
newspaper that gives us a
chance to say what we think
about it, free of charge, in
Voices from the Valleys.
Paid advertisement by Jane Lynch
in support of the Valley Voice

ATTENTION:
KASLO BUSINESS
LICENCE
REGULATIONS
To conduct business in Kaslo, a vendor requires a business
licence issued by the municipality. Vendors may not operate
on any public property (roads, streets, highways, boulevards,
sidewalks, parks etc.) without a Licence of Occupation issued
by Council, as well as all necessary permits, business licences
and insurance. Vendors may operate on appropriately zoned
private property only with written permission of the private
property owner, in addition to all necessary permits and a
business licence.
The cost of a business licence to operate from any temporary
premises is $150.
To conduct business in Kaslo WITHOUT the appropriate licence
is a ticketable offence with an automatic fine of $200, and this
will be enforced at all times.
The only time the requirement for a municipal business licence
is waived and does NOT apply to a vendor is when that vendor
is both registered with an official sponsor AND is contained
within an event site.
For further information contact the Village of Kaslo, 413 Fourth
Street (Box 576) Kaslo BC at (250) 353-2311 during regular
office days Monday to Friday and office hours 8am to 4pm.
Chief Administrative Officer
Village of Kaslo
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Get Outta Town
with
Peter
Roulston

Lazy days on the
Slocan River

Driving down the valley these
days between Slocan City and
Crescent Valley there are lots of
places where you can get a glimpse
of the idyllic Slocan River as it
winds and wanders south to meet the
Kootenay River at Shoreacres. Now
at the height of summer the river has
gotten a bit lower and slower, and the
waters are once again clear.
This is the time I like to do a
couple of tours down the river in
my little plastic kayak to take in the
scenery, the wildlife, and to enjoy the
steady currents and minor sections of
rapids. I like kayaking and am pretty

with Jamie Barber

Preparing for a
trip to northern
Manitoba on an
old Harley

My writing desk is getting
overrun with letters that haven’t
been answered and documents that
haven’t been filed into their proper
resting place. This is always a sign
that my life is getting too busy. Since

Next Valley Voice
Deadline:
August 8, 2008

Kaslo Building
Supplies
For all of your gardening
needs – we help build
gardens too

Mon - Sat – 8 am - 5 pm
6521 Highway 31 • Kaslo

Phone: 353-7628
Fax: 353-7740
www.kaslobuilding.com
kaslo.building@telus.net
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good at it, so I tend to choose the
routes that won’t be dangerous and
that are logistically convenient.
The 50-kilometre river can be
divided into two separate zones,
either one taking two to four hours
to complete depending on how good
you are, if you portage some of the
rapids and log jams, and how often
you stop to eat, pee, swim or nap.
There are numerous accesses to
the water along the entire route and
plenty of cabins, farms and homes
beside the river. Many maps are
available to help plot your course
and the rail trail parking lots have
excellent signage with profiles and
noted risks in the more critical
stretches of this waterway.
You can engage the professional
river tour people in Slocan City,
Crescent Valley and Nelson as well
if you want to rent gear, boats or
simply enjoy a conducted tour by
kayak or inflatable tubes or pontoon
boat. My usual approach is to drop

off the kayak at the launch area in
Slocan city, then drive to Winlaw,
park the truck and either hitch back
to Slocan or catch one of the buses
coming out from Nelson. The other
similar thing I do is stash the kayak at
Winlaw, drive to Crescent Valley, get
back to Winlaw to then enjoy the run
downstream to the parked truck.
There are various hazards though,
and all I’ll say is that you must pay
attention. Lemon Creek area has a
number of log jams to avoid and at
least one to get around. The rapids
at Winlaw are just over my comfort
level, but it’s real easy to carry along
the roadside there ‘til things look
favourable again. Every year a few
leaning trees end up hanging out in
the current as ‘sweepers’ and wooden
pilings can goose you as well. Seated
low in the kayak, it can be hard to
look much ahead if you get into
faster water.
In a week or two the popular
Poker float will be undertaken on

the very mellow stretch of river
from Perry’s Back Road to Winlaw
Regional Park. This rather silly and
quite comical exploit involves many
dozens of gamblers who are coyly
disguised as fairly normal people out
for a relaxing float down the Slocan.
Although this bizarre practice may
one day develop into a string of
riverside casinos, for now it’s okay.
While you are on the river going
along it can be confusing at times to
know just where you actually are.
The high banks can obscure a lot of
common reference points that we all
get to know from passing by above on
the road or rail trail. Many places can
never be seen from any other vantage
point than on the water and you may
surprise both residents and wild
things at any moment on any turn.
The waters look deceptively calm to
the passing motorist but in fact most
of the time you find yourself drifting
at almost a jogging speed.
For sure you want to be skilful

in your boat or canoe before you go
down here. Short plastic kayaks are
great because you can grind over
shallow gravel bars, bounce off logs
and rocks, and quickly pull hard
to swerve around things or people.
There’s a very mellow and not long
tour to sample just from Slocan City
to the takeout before the rapids and
jams at Lemon Creek. This includes
the very pleasant Walter Clough Bird
Sanctuary and is fine for canoeists
and novices.
These are general overviews
without getting into specific details.
Check out the maps and go with an
experienced partner if you are not
confident of yourself. The water is
warm and inviting now and another
season is fast flowing by, so make
this the year you get out to enjoy
some of these Kootenay backyard
adventures.
Peter Roulston owns the Bicycle
Hospital in New Denver and has no
luck at playing cards. 250-358-2133

work has been suspended for the
summer vacation, I’ve been busy
building a new house in Silverton
and getting my 40-year-old Harley
ready for a journey up to Churchill,
Manitoba.
Penelope and I have been
planning this for some time as she
has always wanted to go swimming
with Beluga whales and is hoping to
see a polar bear. Of course the easy
thing would be to simply drive up in
our car, but where’s the adventure
in that? I have to say though, that
the preparation for the journey has
taken me much longer than I thought
it would.
The engine in the Electro Glide
is in good shape, but the front end
was a bit bagged out, so I replaced
the front fork legs with modern
Showa units and put on a disc brake
to replace the barely usable drum
brake that formerly resided there. I
replaced the back shocks, the rear
brake drum, brake shoes, sprocket
and the rear wheel. While I was at it,
I went through all the wheel bearings
and replaced all the brake lines. I
installed new tires, changed the oil

and fixed up all the niggling things
that are necessary to keep the old girl
together. I think I’ve covered all the
bases, but you can bet your shirt I’ve
forgotten something that will require
an on-the-road-repair somewhere in
the next 8,000 kilometres.
Long distance motorcycle touring
is quite a bit different from your
shorter jaunts. The point is to make as
many miles in a day as is comfortable
and at the same time enjoy yourself.
As a general rule, I like to put on
about 1000 kilometres per day. I find
that the best way to accomplish this is
to get up as early as I can and hit the
road. We’ll put in 200 kilometres or
so and then start looking for a good
coffee and breakfast spot. I love little
Mom and Pop places in small towns,
so we always try to find one of these,
even if the coffee is usually rotten.
We then settle into the saddle and
cruise for most of the day. Sometimes
we’ll stop to look at interesting
features, but the focus is on putting
on the miles and it’s easy to get

distracted and find reasons to stop.
This is where long-distance touring
differs from our normal short trips. If
you’re going to cover long distances,
you have to have the discipline to sit
for long periods in the saddle and
keep the stops to a minimum.
Lunch is often skipped or simply
eaten at a quick gas fill and the
ride continues with only stops for
gas until our bums get too sore to
continue. This is usually around
suppertime anyway, so we will then
search out a good eating spot and
take a break for an hour or two. This
is when I will give the old Harley a
good looking over, oil the chain and
check the tires and oil level.
After supper we will be back in
the saddle until just before sundown
where we will begin to look for a
good camping spot. We try to find
an interesting spot not too far off
the road, along a river or a lake.
The tent will get put up if there are
mosquitoes or any chance of rain and
after a rest for our tired bodies, we’ll

be off early the next morning to do
the same thing.
Although the Trans Canada
Highway is much faster, we always
try to keep to secondary roads.
There’s good reason for this even
though they’re slower. For one thing,
the people are much more friendly.
This makes the stops more pleasant
and the help easier to come by if
we have a catastrophic breakdown.
It’s also much easier to find good
camping spots and pleasant eateries.
There usually isn’t as much traffic
and the sights are more interesting.
If everything goes as it should, it
will take us four or five days to reach
the end of the road at Thompson
where we’ll hop on the train to
continue the trip to Churchill, located
on Hudson’s Bay. The trip back will
take a bit longer as we want to dawdle
at Swan River and Dauphin, but we’ll
follow the same riding routine and
hopefully things will be safe and
smooth. I’ll let you know how things
turn out.

WOOD PRESERVERS LTD.

Gardening 101
– August – Can
I weed with a
headlamp?

In the heat of the summer,
the ongoing list of gardening
tasks becomes that much more
cumbersome with the sweltering
sun melting your enthusiasm into
the hammock. Time management
and gardening can be a bit of a
paradox, especially in our culture of
disconnect with nature’s elements.
When consumerism took the
grip of a good hoe out of our hands,
we lost much of the enthusiasm and
satisfaction our species gains from
gently coercing the elements to meet
our dietary needs. I believe this is the
biggest hurdle to overcome when
one contemplates time management
in the garden.
It is a falsehood to assume
that gardening can be labour-free,
carefree and added to one’s lifestyle
without impact. In fact, the most
important factor to choosing to grow
your own food is not “will I have the
time?” but “do I have the passion?”
Gardening to reduce one’s footprint
and reliance on the globalized food

market is a lifestyle change that
requires commitment important
to ponder. If you are able to say
that you and/or the family will be
able to commit a few evenings or
early mornings a week to the beds
of abundance, and that thought
alone excites you, you already are
a gardener. If the thought of rising
early or spending a dusky evening
among the weeds sounds like an
obligatory chore, then you may want
to consider finding a local farmer
to support to meet you and your
family’s nutritional needs.
For those who have signed up
and are well into their season of
gardening, here are our hot tips to
ensure the time you put in the garden
is efficient and enjoyable.
The best news is that working
in the heat of the day is not good for
you or your plants. So keep that date
with friends on the beach. Evening
and early morning gardening are
not only better for all, but extremely
nurturing to the spirit.
Mulching and companion
planting to minimize soil exposure
is the number one rule to reduced
weeding. Like the house you slowly
improve, your garden gains equity
and guarantees higher returns the
more energy one gives to it.

Good weeding presents the best
opportunity to build your garden
equity. Ensuring weeds don’t go
to flower and drop seed begins
the culling process of keeping
them out in the first place. Remove
weeds from the garden completely,
allowing them to start disintegrating
in the sun, then move into compost
pile. Also, ensuring you have pulled
the root systems of the unwanted
plants as much as possible will
diminish their chances of encores.
For those loving the time in the
garden, here are some plants you can
plant for a fall harvest now.
Spinach (if shade is available)
a variety of salad greens, kohlrabi,
broccoli, leeks, kale, collards,
radicchio, some cukes, onions to
overwinter, radishes, and beets are
all good to plant now if you would
like a fall harvest of veggies. Most
of these veggies will take you to
mid-October for a harvest.
So welcome the siesta on the
beach and wake for the evening
weeding, making your lifestyle
a combination of relaxation,
nourishment and fulfilment.
Aimee Watson
NKL food security coordinator
Lawns to Gardens project
www.nklcss.org/food

BUYERS OF CEDAR
& PINE POLES
Mike Casey cell 344-8477
Offering planning, management
and sales for Woodlot Licences
and Private Land Owners.
P.O. Box 4,
Brisco, B.C. V0A 1B0

Phone (250) 346-3315
Fax (250) 346-3218

TOLL FREE 1-866-346-3315

BUT IT’S TOO FAR TO WALK!

Riding your bicycle is way faster than walking and way
cheaper than driving
I’ve got new bikes and new parts for sale and also used
bikes and used parts, too!
Enjoy your day a little more by riding to work, or even
better — NOT to work, and save time, save gas and use
calories!
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Automotive

SAVE MONEY ON GAS with FUEL
FREEDOM INTERNATIONAL products.
Increase MPG 7%-14%. Go the extra mile.
Gas and Diesel. Reduce emissions by 75%.
www.clearview.myffi.biz. 358-7723.

Boat tours

BOAT TOURS deliver scenic beauty,
fascinating stories of the lake, land and
local history. Up to 5 people. www.
kootenaylakeboattours.ca Toll-free
1-866-800-2267.

Business Opportunities

WANT TO START YOUR OWN
BUSINESS? Community Futures
offers business counselling and start-up
information. Appointments available in
Nakusp and New Denver. Contact Farhana
Dumont at 265-3674, ext. 201 or email
nakusp@futures.bc.ca.

Campers

SAVE $1,000 IN TAXES. New Palomino
“Pony” tent trailer. Sleeps 4-6, sink w/ elec.
pump, inside or outside cooking, furnace,
canopy, ++ many extras, lite-weight pull
w/ car or truck, easy, fast set up. $8,000.
Call Bob in New Denver 358-2828 for
appt. to view.
8’ CAMPER. Fridge, stove, furnace, new
roof. Good condition. Honda Big Red –
good condition. 355-2375.

2003 ROADRUNNER 130 TRAVEL
TRAILER. Very lightweight (1,850 lbs.
empty). Excellent condition. $9,300. For
details, 250-358-7181 or vankrogh@
telus.net.

Personal Classified Ads
start at $8.00
Call 358-7218 for details

Card of Thanks

KASLO LEGION BRANCH #74 would
like to thank everyone who helped with
the recent ceiling repairs, including Wayne
Turley, Gord McLellan, Pete Tardif,
Ralph Stabler, Germaine Doucet, Barry
Leathwood, Andrew Calder and his DK
Drywall crew, Don Scarlett, Glen Walker,
Dennis Tyers, Andy Tyers, Chuck Grams,
Kaslo Building Supplies, Clint Carlson,
Nelson Home Building Centre, Maglio’s,
Jeff Coulter, Bob Middleton, Carlos Jordan,
Steve Jaksitz. My apologies to those I
missed!
THANK YOU from Martha Chapter, Order
of the Eastern Star, to all who made our
Strawberry Shortcake fundraiser a success.
We sold over 667 cakes. And thanks for
keeping soup labels, can tabs, postcards and
stamps coming. Last year the stamp sales
for the province raised over $13,000.00 for
the purchase of materials to make dressings
that the OES provides to post-operative
cancer patients free of charge.
THREE ISLANDS RESORT would
like to thank the 2008 Walk/Bike/Run for
Fun sponsors: Captain Jack’s Sport and
Marina, Alley Health and Fitness, Igloo
Loma, Forever Flowers and Gifts, Spicers
Farm, J & A Perepolkin Maintenance, Wood
Fire Pizza ‘n More, Nakusp Esso, Three
Islands Resort, Arrow Lakes News, Saddle
Mountain Dental Clinic, Napa, Village
of Nakusp, Nakusp Hot Springs, What’s
Brewing on Broadway, Prima Materia,
Spectrum Evolution Specialty Store,
Second Sight, Kuskanax Lodge, Nakusp
Music Festival, Carson’s Corner, Sunflower
Clothing, Peoples Pharmacy, Gypsy
Hollow, Nakusp General Store, Shaggyz
Hair, Touch of Fashion, Bon Marche and
Dollar Store, Home Hardware, Nakusp
Jewellers, Lester’s Hobbies, Marvin’s Small
Motor Repair, The Hut, Nick’s Place, Arrow
Lakes Theatre, Cut Rite Meats, Three Lions
Pub, Leland on the Lake, Nakusp Bakery,
Overwaitea, The Paddy Wagon, Broadway
Deli, The Valley Voice, Nuru Clothing
and Coffee House, Mountain Berry Food
and Gas, Home Hardware, Valhalla Inn,
Valhalla Pure, Ann’s Natural Foods, Apple
Tree Restaurant, Petro Canada, Silverton

CLASSIFIED ADS

Building Supplies, Winlaw Mini Mart,
Fomi’s Bakery, Kootenay Coffee Company,
Kootenay Savings Credit Union, Playmor
Flowers, Irene’s Beauty Salon, K.C. Drilling
and Blasting Ltd., Maple Leaf Store, The
Sloan Family, Biznet, Downtown Shell,
USCC Cultural Interpretive Society, Glade
General Store and Esso, The Skomedal
Family, The Fedick Family, Canessco
Services, Four Seasons Hotel and The
Furutani Family.

Coming Events

The Friday Market happens in
the heart of New Denver every Friday
from 10am to 2pm. It features fresh local
produce, herbs, flowers and a variety
of Kootenay artisan wares. For info:
fridaymarket@netidea.com.
WINLAW FARMER’S MARKET.
Sundays, May 25 through October, 9:00 am
to 3:00 pm. Spicer Centre, Hwy 6, Winlaw.
Vendors wanted. 226-7862.
HIDDEN GARDEN GALLERY. Be sure
to make time for Linda Dixon’s show from
July 30 to August 11. Join us at the Opening
Reception on August 2nd with music by
Howard Bearham.
“THE WORLD OF SMALL” All children
are invited to this program at Nakusp Public
Library at noon on Saturday, August 9th.
Daniel Hellyer will show his slides of
insects and share amazing stories about
them. Free.
SUMMER PLAYGROUP – CHANGE
OF LOCATION to Centennial Park. For
parents and children aged 0-2: Wednesdays
10-11:30 am; and for parents and children
aged 3-5: Thursdays 2-4 pm. From July
16-August 21 at Centennial Park. Fun
summer activities! Free.
100 MILE MARKET AND POTLUCK.
Vallican Whole Community Centre.
Saturday August 23. Market 10 am, Potluck
5 pm. Food, crafts, music, flowers, etc.
Vendors wanted. Call 226-7730.

For rent

OFFICE OR RETAIL SPACE - 16’ x
24’, next to Silverton Building Supplies
on highway. $265.00/month. Call 250358-2293.

NEW 2 BR WATERFRONT HOUSE
on acreage near Nakusp. $1,200 per
month. October-November 2008, n/s,
pets negotiable. Wanted - responsible,
professional/retired couple, long term.
250-265-4728.

For sale

1996 MOBILE HOME (only) 72’x14’
Original new condition. Vacant. Two
bedrooms, two bathrooms, vinyl siding,
peaked shingle roof, -40 rating. Located
in Nakusp area. $58,000. 250-265-2219
(evenings); 250-265-3688 (days).

Found

WRISTWATCH FOUND on July 13
near boat slip #50 at New Denver marina.
Owner may claim by identifying. Please
call 358-7171.

Health

YOGA AT THE DOMES - Monday and
Saturday mornings 9-10:30, Thursday
afternoons 4-5:30. Drop in $10 or $50
package the 6th session is free. Find balance
and relaxation through movement. Call
Madeleine for any questions 358-2475.
FULL SPECTRUM BODY WORK
offers deep tissue and stress reduction
treatments in the privacy of your own
home. For additional info and to book
appointments please call 358-6808.
CRANIAL SACRAL THERAPY with
Darlene. Deep fluid inner massage available
alternate Tuesdays at Hand and Soul,
Silverton. Call 358-2177.
YOGA, FELDENKRAIS and THAI
MASSAGE in Nakusp. Available for
workshops in the West Kootenay. Nakusp
Movement & Wellness Centre. Tyson Bartel
265-3827.
PILATES WITH SUSAN in Nakusp –
Discover this powerful, head to toe workout
for all levels. Register for beginner or
intermediate classes. Call 265-4952.

Help Wanted

HOME SUPPORT WORKER wanted
4 hours/day weekends for disabled
independent male. Need Care-Aide course
or equivalent. Reply to Box 433, New
Denver, V0G 1S0.
The SLOCAN VALLEY COOPERATIVE
ASSOCIATION is looking for CASHIERS.

21

MUST BE 19 YEARS OF AGE and available
for shift work. Staff receive a 10% discount on
most items, and benefits after three months.
Please drop your resumé off at the Co-op.

Lost

LOST: Heart-shaped pendant with bead
inside. Lower Main Street, New Denver.
358-2618.

Memorial service

JOEL HARRIS – August 10 at the Vallican
Whole, 4:00 pm. Potluck to follow.

Notices

F O R I N F O R M AT I O N O N A A
MEETINGS contact Dave 358-7265;
John 265-4924; Tonio 358-7158; Dave
353-2658; Joan 355-2805; Dan 359-7817;
Bill 226-7705.

Real Estate

RARE OPPORTUNITY – 10 ¾ acres
Appledale riverfront. Organic farm and
pasture, small charming house with many
recent renos. On quiet road. Sunny exposure
year-round. One of the nicest sandy beaches
on Slocan River. Plentiful excellent water.
Contact c.l.p.1057@gmail.com or 250226-7155.

Rental wanted

LOCAL FAMILY desperately needs
housing. Hills to Silverton. Immediately.
358-2798.

Services

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL
SEPTIC TANK CLEANING: “Serving
the Valley” 7 days/wk, 24-hr. All-Around
Septic Services, Don Brown (250) 3543644, emergency 352-5676.
ROGAN ELECTRIC Residential,
commercial, industrial wiring. Local
references available. All work guaranteed.
“We get the job done.” 353-9638.

Wanted

ARTISANS AND FARMERS interested
in a Sunday Silverton market in August,
please contact Betty at William Hunter
Cabins, 358-2844.

Yard sale

YARD SALE August 9 & 10, 10 am - 3 pm
at Benailse Retreat Centre, 6256 Paradise
Valley Road, Winlaw. Carpets, books,
household items, etc.

BUSINESS DIRECTORY

AUTOMOTIVE • SMALL MOTORS • MACHINE SHOP
WEST KOOTENAY
MACHINE SHOP
SALES & SERVICE
98 - 1st Street, Nakusp • 265-4911
OPEN 6 DAYS A WEEK
CHAINSAWS
TRIMMERS
• Stihl
• Homelite
• Husqvarna
• Stihl • Toro
MOWERS
• Husqvarna
• Snapper
SMALL ENGINES
• Toro
• Tecumseh
• Lawnboy
• Briggs & Stratton

915 Front Street
Nelson, BC V1L 4C1
(Railway Side Access)

General Machining
Parts Repaired or
Remanufactured

• welding repairs • full service
& repair • licenced technician •
radiator repairs & service • mobile
service available • fast, friendly

The clear choice for
all your glass needs!

Nakusp 265-4406

FLORIST
Fern’s

Now delivering to New Denver
& Silverton on Saturdays!
Call me and we can arrange anything!
KASLO: Phone/Fax: 1-250-353-7474

JEWELRY
Jo’s Jewelry

Custom Work and Repair in
Silver and Gold, by Appointment

358-2134

New Denver, Goldsmith Jo-Anne Barclay

5549 Frontage Road
Burton, BC

and

250-352-2123

Dave Smith

201 Broadway
265-3252

111 Mcdonald Drive, Nelson, BC
ph 250-352-3191
sales@mainjet.ca • www.mainjet.ca

24 Hr Towing and Recovery
Auto Repairs & Tires
Auto Parts

Shop Phone/Fax

24 hour towing
1007 hwy 23, nakusp
ph: 265-4577

NAKUSP GLASS

BCAA Towing

Caribou Service
(250) 265-3191

Slocan Auto &
Truck Repairs

24 hour towing
BCAA, Slocan, BC
355-2632

Owner/Machinist

JIM’S ATV
REPAIRS & SALES
Small Engine Repair

Jim Brodie
250-353-2124

Box 375, Kaslo, BC V0G 1M0

- Repairs
Palmer
- Upgrades
Computer - Consulting
Microsoft Certified
Services
Systems Engineer
Phone: 355-2235
ken@palmercomputerservices.com

INDUSTRIES
Your Friendly neighbourhood Mechanic

•Automotive Electrical Specialist •BC Certified Mechanic
• Certified Vehicle Inspector •Small Engine Certified

(250) 353-2800 • 8845 Hwy 31 • Kaslo

RECYCLING LAUNDROMAT
MOUNTAIN VALLEY STATION
BOTTLE DEPOT
Slocan City • 355-2245
Open MON - SAT 9-5
Your “Bottle Drive” Specialists

COMPUTER

Beside Slocan Park Service
2976 Highway 6, Slocan Park

ACCOUNTANT
Mark Adams

Certified General Accountant
P.O. Box 279
New Denver, BC
V0G 1S0

BUS. 250-358-2411

Advertise in the Valley Voice
Your locally owned, independent
community newspaper
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Slocan Lake Stewardship Society seeks volunteers for creel and angler survey
submitted
Slocan Lake offers year-round
recreational fishing of rainbow trout, bull
trout, kokanee and burbot. To help ensure
the continuing presence of these fish species,
the Slocan Lake Stewardship Society (SLSS)
will be conducting a creel and angler survey
similar to the one that is being conducted

on the Arrow Lakes in Nakusp. The last
surveys on Slocan Lake were conducted in
the early ’80s.
A ‘creel’ is a basket or trap for containing
fish and the survey consists of interviewing
fishers when they return to shore with
their catch. The interview quickly gathers
facts about fish species, sizes, weights and

Obituary

JOHN HEPBURN – John was born in
Sioux City, Iowa on March 28, 1933 and
grew up in a warm family environment
near Seattle, Washington. He died
peacefully in his home in Slocan Park
on July 13, 2008 after a relatively short
episode with cancer.
John joined the US Navy as a
midshipman out of high school, serving
aboard an aircraft carrier during the
Korean War. Witnessing fist-hand the
detonation of an atomic bomb in the
Pacific Ocean fostered a strong distain
of militarism. John moved on to become

a graphic artist, working in California,
Oregon and Vancouver. His talents
appeared in television commercials,
album covers and packaging for food and
other products. He settled on communal
land in the Slocan Park in 1973.
His passions included sports cars,
fine things, playing cards with the boys,
football, coffee in the morning, Dr.
Pepper and Mars bars in the evening, and
classical music. He had a fine collection
of remote controls. His artistic talents
were evident in his home, garden and
attire. A self-confessed curmudgeon,
his character managed to shine through
his sometimes crusty exterior, and his
generosity was evident in his many
friends and charitable donations. He
was articulate and well read. Long-time
residents of the Valley might recall John
arriving at community halls in his old
Volvo with projector and popcorn maker
in hand to put on local movie nights
come snow or shine.
John is survived by his brother
Richard (and Val) Hepburn, nephews
John and Robert and their families, all
of the Seattle area, and by his faithful
dog, Zachary. A gathering of his friends
will occur at a later date.
You added a little colour to our lives.
Thank you John.

general health of the fish they have caught.
The angler survey gathers information
on the hours spent fishing, methods used,
and whether people have travelled to fish
in Slocan Lake. These interviews are
confidential and have no connection to
fishing permits or catch limits.
Over a 12-month period, nine fishing
accesses will be used for the survey: Slocan
City boat launch, Silverton breakwater,
Silverton Creek mouth, New Denver boat
launch, Carpenter Creek mouth (New
Denver), Rosebery boat launch, Wilson
Creek mouth (Rosebery), Hills boat launch
and Bonanza Creek mouth (Hills).
SLSS would like to begin the survey in
September and is looking for volunteers to
help. Anyone who can spend a minimum of
two to four hours on a specific site for two

days per month is asked to contact Luce
Paquin at 250-358-2872 or galena@netidea.
com or Slocan Lake Stewardship Society,

slocanlakess@netidea.com. All volunteers
will receive adequate training prior to
commencement of the survey.

by Jan McMurray
BC Hydro has set up a meeting on
August 25 with community representatives
of New Denver to discuss power outage
preparedness.
The company has been meeting with
communities throughout the province since
last year because of the more frequent and
extended power outages in recent years.
Topics that will be discussed at the
meeting include outage preparedness,
community emergency plans, and
communication between BC Hydro and
the community during significant events.
Meeting participants will also identify critical

facilities in the community for priority power
restoration or portable generation support
during an outage, and for priority pre-storm
improvements.

BC Hydro to discuss power outages with New Denver

Liquor licence suspended
at Silverton Inn

by Jan McMurray
The bar at the Silverton Lakeshore
Inn was closed over the weekend due to
a suspension of its liquor primary licence.
The licence was suspended for four days for
permitting an intoxicated person to remain
at the premises on October 26 last year. The
pub was closed from July 25 to July 28. The
restaurant remained open.

Notes from the RCMP

THE FOLLOWING ARE FROM PRESS RELEASES AND MAY HAVE BEEN EDITED
wanted on 10 outstanding Criminal Code several other vehicles on Hwy 6 near Perry’s
•Slocan Lake RCMP detachment charges, ranging from failing to appear for Back Road was stopped on July 20 at about
intelligence sources have recently lead police court, fraud, mischief, uttering threats and 9:35 am. His driver’s licence was suspended
to two area outdoor marijuana production assault with a weapon. He was ticketed and his vehicle was impounded immediately
operations in wilderness areas within public for the traffic violations and transported at roadside. The driver was transported to the
lands. Both of these operations have been to Nelson police cells where he was held Castlegar detachment, where he provided
breath samples well over the legal limit.
disabled by police. The industrial materials pending a bail hearing.
•A motorcyclist was fined $483 for He received a violation ticket for excessive
and supplies used to produce these crops
remain on the sites and the Ministry of excessive speeding on July 19 after traffic speeding and faces criminal charges for
Environment was notified. No arrests have members working in the New Denver area impaired driving.
yet been made, though the investigations clocked him on laser radar at 185 km per
Crescent Bay
hour in an 80 zone. Officers recognized the
continue.
motorcyclist,
as
he
was
stopped
for
driving
Construction Ltd.
Traffic Report – Slocan Valley
•A 33-year-old Winlaw man was in excess of 160 km per hour under the
Fred Sokoloski — Sales & Service
stopped on Highway 6 at Crescent Valley influence of alcohol last year.
Nakusp, BC • Ph. 250 265-3747 • Fx. 250 265-3431
•An impaired driver who was traveling
on July 15 for speeding and not wearing his
• Email cresbay@telus.net
in
excess
of
150
km
per
hour
and
passing
seatbelt. Police found that the driver was

Slocan Lake detachment

BUSINESS DIRECTORY

CONSTRUCTION • HOME • GARDEN
Lower Arrow Contracting

HALL LUMBER
& BUILDING SUPPLIES

• Residential & Commercial
Construction
Property development, subdivision & services
For estimates or consultation call
Bob or Kevin (250) 269-7497

COMPLETE SALES
SERVICE AND
INSTALLATION
YOUR VALLEY COMFORT AND BLAZE KING DEALER
SPECIALIZING IN WOOD/ELECTRIC, WOOD/OIL AND
WOOD/GAS COMBINATION FURNACES
Certified • Insured

Slocan City, BC • (250) 355-0088
website: www.kootenayfurnace.com
email: kfurnace@netidea.com

JEMS Propane Ltd.
Installation and maintenance

ICF Building Products
“We provide Star Service”
1-888-289-4731

For all your painting needs
Call
NAKUSP
MAINTENANCE
Free Written Quotations
265-3082 • cell: 265-1574
Email: sapietis@telus.net

• Ready Mix Concrete •
• Lock Blocks • Septic Tanks •
• Drain Rock •
• Road Crush • Sand & Gravel •
• Dump Trucks • Excavator •
• Crusher •
• Coloured Concrete •
• Site Preparation •
Box 1001, Nakusp, BC, V0G 1R0
Ph. 265-4615 • 265-4328 (eves)

Tradesman Electric

265-9955
Locally owned & operated in Burton
Serving the Arrow & Slocan Lakes areas

Hundreds of styles to
choose from!!

Your local bulk dealer & service centre

265-0241

PLATE TAMPERS, JUMPING JACKS, REBAR
BENDER JACKHAMMERS, HAMMER DRILLS,
CONCRETE MIXERS, CONCRETE SAWS,
TILECUTTERS, BLOCKCUTTERS, SCAFFOLDING,
FLOOR SANDERS, FLOOR NAILERS, ROOFING
NAILERS, FRAMING NAILERS, GENERATORS,
WATER PUMPS, COMPRESSORS, LAWN
TRACTORS, PRESSURE WASHERS, ROTO
TILLER, PROPERTY PIN LOCATOR, CHIPPER/
SHREDDER, GAS POST HOLE DIGGER,
WOODSPLITTER ...AND MUCH MORE!
PHONE 358-2632
1-888-358-2632

HAIR

Ava’s
Hair Studio

open late Thursdays

358-7769

Far right entrance of the Wild Rose Restaurant in Rosebery

Interior painting in wintertime

hanspainting@telus.net

FOR ALL YOUR
PROPANE NEEDS
359-7373
1-800-471-5630

Window
Washing
Gutter
Cleaning
• Spring Cleaning • Home Detailing
• House Prepping • Painting
Call now for your free consultation!

COLES
RENTALS
AERATORS, HEATERS (PROPANE & ELECTRIC)

Tuesday to Friday 10-4

1-866-355-9037
1-250-355-2790

call Jim Berrill
(250) 359-5922

Open Mon, Tues, Wed, Fri & Sat
10 am to 5 pm
PHONE 250-269-0043
Find us at 280 Lower Inonoaklin Rd.
Edgewood, BC

commercial • residential
new construction • renovations
Reliable friendly service
Free Estimates Call Steve 226-7163

* Air treated for odours & offgassing
Serving the Slocan, Arrow Lakes &
North Kootenay Lake Valleys

P&L Flooring Sales

EQUIPMENT RENTAL

Interior Renovations
& Repairs
Chris Wasiak
“Offers a wide
variety of home
improvements...”

PO Box 972
Nakusp, BC V0G 1R0
ph 250.265.0050
fax 250.265.0160
cell 250.265.1285
chriswasiak@telus.net

Read the Valley Voice online: www.valleyvoice.ca

www.duradek.com

SOCKEYE SAWMILLS
SLOCAN, BC

• Custom on-site milling
• Timber/Lumber sales
• Cedar posts, fencing, decking
• Untreated landscape ties

Phone: 355-0024 • email: sockeye@telus.net

HEALTH
Hand & Soul Healing Centre

Chiropractor, Larry Zaleski, D.C.
Mondays & Fridays - Silverton
Every other Wednesday in Winlaw or Nakusp
Counsellor/Healing Facilitator
Sue Mistretta, M.A., CCC.

358-2177

Silverton & Winlaw

Randy’s welding
& Fabricating
ALL METALS • MIG, TIG
10 km South of Kaslo

250-353-2687

MASSAGE
myofascial release • deep tissue massage • relaxation massage

Susan L. Yurychuk • 250-358-6804
By Appointment Only • New Denver
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Kaslo Jazz Etc. Festival presents high calibre bands

continued from page 24
pm), Clinton Administration (Saturday,
4:30 pm) and Omaha and the nonprophets (Sunday, 2 pm).
After the festival each night, there is
a jazz jam at the Fisherman’s Pub & Grill
at Kaslo Bay Resort. Spokane’s EhTrane

hosts the jam, and is joined by many of
the musicians from the festival.
There is also an all ages dance at the
Legion on Saturday night.
This year’s Kaslo Jazz Etc. Festival
is dedicated to the memory of Jeff
Healey, who performed at the festival

in 2004, and died of cancer earlier this
year. Donations in his memory can
be made to Daisy’s Eye Cancer Fund.
His merchandise will be available at
the festival – half the proceeds will go
Daisy’s Eye Cancer Fund and half will
go to the Jeff Healey Foundation.

The Kaslo Jazz Etc. Festival venue is hard to beat. Kaslo Bay, the Purcell Mountains and a floating stage – what could be better?

BUSINESS DIRECTORY

RESTAURANT/WINE & BEER

Winlaw Brew-Op

Open Tuesday - Sunday
9 am - 4 pm

Main St. New Denver 358-2381

Specialty Coffees, Teas,
U-Brews and Kits for Home
• Open Every Day

Nakusp

265-4701

Lemon Creek
Lodge & Campground

Pub

Opens Every Day at 12 noon
• Offsales •
2 Lakeview Patios
Lakefront Rooms, Starting at $89.00

358-7929

12 Lake Ave • Silverton, BC

Apple Tree
Sandwich Shop
The

Soup, Sandwiches & Desserts
358-2691
tfn

Year-round facility
Licensed Restaurant
Open Thurs - Sun
5 PM - 8 PM
1-877-970-8090

Wine & Beer Making Kits
to satisfy all budgets!
Take-Home Kits, or Brew it with Us!
Open 11:00 to 6:00 Tues. to Sat.
5972 Cedar Creek Road, Winlaw • 226-7328

Mon. - Fri. 7 A.M. - 4 P.M.
Sat. 11 A.M. - 4 P.M.
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Beside Slocan Park Service
2976 Highway 6, Slocan Park

REAL ESTATE

SUMMER HOURS
7 am - 10 PM

Tammy Peitzsche

“Your Valley Realtor”
- Competence
- Integrity
- Results
Free Market Evaluation
isoldit@shaw.ca
250 365-9640

265-3635
E-mail: paulaconrad@royallepage.ca
Website: www.royallepage.ca/selkirkrealty

Free Consultation

Ann’s Natural Foods
Ann Bunka

- 358-2552 805 Kildare St., New Denver

The best selection of photo cards of local views anywhere
1007 Josephine St. (Box 298), New Denver
Ph. 358-2435 essay@direct.ca Fax 358-2607

• Zack Graphics & Inks •
Printer Sales ~ Discount Inkjet Cartridges
Photo Papers ~ Guaranteed Inkjet refills
eBay Marketing ~ Digitial Design

250-358-2111 • izack@telus.net

612 Josephine St. • Box 292 • New Denver, BC V0G 1S0

Passmore
Laboratory Ltd.

Water Testing • Flow Measurements
CAEAL certified to test drinking water
We’re in the Valley at: 1-250-226-7339
Jennifer & Tony Yeow passlab4@netidea.com

Solar, Microhydro, products and installation
Competitive prices on all your independent
Home and Business energy products

www.OsoSolar.com - Kip

250-358-2660 or 406-752-6837

For all your
insurance
needs
HUB INTERNATIONAL
Barton
265-3631
INSURANCE
1-800-665-6010
BROKERS

RECREATION

Solar • Micro-Hydro • Wind

93-5th Ave.	Nakusp

Site Assessment • Design • Installation

Non-Smoking

MBA
www.jenergy.ca • info@jenergy.ca
(250) 354-3428 • 1-877-354-3428

Your Local Grocer

New Denver
358-2443

Silverton
358-7292

Playmor Junction Hwy 6 & 3A
1043 Playmor

SOLAR HOT WATER!

Meat Cutting
Legendary Meats

Health Centre

320 Broadway St. Nakusp		 265-3188

Ph: 359-7111 Fax: 359-7587
www.playmorpower.com

Jennifer Stephenson

Re-Awakening
• Health Products
• Books
• Greeting Cards

ENGINEERED WITH YOU IN MIND

Air Conditioned

GROCERY • HEALTH FOOD
Open 7 days/week, 9 am - 7 pm

CUSTOM CARDS • BROCHURES • CALENDARS • NEWSLETTERS

265-4880

Advertise in the Valley Voice. It pays!!!
Call 358-7218 for details or email: valleyvoice@netidea.com

Slocan, BC • ph:355-2211 • fax: 355-2216

Buy the tools for a secure energy future

Colour/B&W Laser Printing/Copying • Digital Photography
Word processing • Scanning • Faxing • Binding • Laminating

Seven Days a Week!

Selkirk Realty

Groceries, fresh produce, fresh meat,
Agency Liquor, organic foods,
in-store deli, in-store bakery.

Oso Renewable Energy

QUALITY PIZZA anytime!

PAULA CONRAD
HOME: (250) 358-2707

Slocan Village Market

PROFESSIONAL SERVICES

WRITER/EDITOR

www.jonesboysboats.com
Ainsworth, British Columbia
4080 Hwy 31 N
Call: 1-877-552-6287

(250) 353-2550 Fax (250) 353-2911

Bulk - Beef, Pork, Buffalo
and Sausage Sales
Custom Cutting & Sausage
Making, Curing & Smoking
of Bacons & Hams
Winter Hours: Thursdays & Fridays
9 am till 5 pm
Phone: 226-7803
2826 Hwy 6 • Slocan Park

HARBERCRAFT

Lester Koeneman
Phone 265-3128 or
24-hour Fax 265-4808
Broadway St. Nakusp
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Kaslo Jazz Etc. Festival presents high calibre bands
Friday, Saturday and Sunday of the long weekend
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“The Natural Choice”

G

More than just a health food store
• groceries
• excellent selection of organic products
• fresh BC produce
• nutritional snacks & beverages
• biodegradable & compostable picnic supplies

250-353-2594 • 422 Front Street

Kaslo
Clubhouse
Restaurant
Kitchen open
8 am - 8 pm

FULLY LICENCED
Everyone Welcome!

at the KASLO GOLF COURSE

Welcome to Kaslo
and all that Jazz....
While you’re in town, come see us
for the best in Canadian crafts.
Open 7 days a week.

by Jan McMurray
This weekend, Kaslo will be alive
with the sounds of the 17th annual
Kaslo Jazz Etc. Festival.
It looks like Saturday may sell
out in advance, so call ahead before
arriving at the gate on Saturday
without a ticket.
With Jesse Cook headlining
Saturday night, it’s no wonder tickets
are going fast. But executive director of
the festival, Jim Holland, says Sunday
holds many musical surprises.
Bettye Lavtte, playing at 6 pm
Sunday, is “an unknown superstar”
according to Holland. “She will
rock and tear the house down. She is
very high energy and connects with
every individual in the audience,”
he said, describing her as a “bluesy
Tina Turner.” Cuartoelemento, from
Argentina, plays at 3 pm Sunday
and Holland says this band will also
put on a stellar performance. He
says they do not play mainstream
jazz, but listeners of jazz and world
music will feel an affinity for their
music. Cuartoelemento holds a free
workshop at the Langham at 11 am
on Sunday.
Hilario Duran takes the stage at 1
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Teresa’s Coffee
Shop
402 Front St.

4

Delicious homestyle food, fresh
baking and cold
treats

Breakfasts, wraps,
rice bowls, ice cream
& treats

Organic Coffee, ICED COFFEE, LATTE,
CAPUCCINO, ESPRESSO, ITALIAN SODAS,
SMOOTHIES
FRESH BAKING & SANDWICHES

Tables for two are available...
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from your friends at

Kaslo Drugs
403 Front St.

Only 5 cottages available in Phase 1 of this WATERFRONT resort
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For sales information call:
Andrew Macrae 250-717-7791
www.wingcreekresort.com

Tues - Sun 8-6
OPEN HOLIDAY MONDAYS
15 mins south of Kaslo

Welcome
to the

JAZZ
FESTIVAL

5M

pm on Sunday. Holland says Duran,
originally from Cuba and now living
in Toronto, is probably one of the
top piano players in the country.
He is a piano professor at Toronto’s
Humber College and a high level jazz
performer.
Piano aficionados will not want
to miss Duran’s free piano workshop
at St. Andrew’s United Church at
11 am on Saturday. The workshop
is presented by the Kaslo Jazz Fest
and facilitated by the Kaslo Concert
Society. For further details, contact
David Stewart at 250-366-4623 or
sjdks@direct.ca.
Holland says that the united church
and the Langham are outstanding
venues for the workshops, which have
taken place on the festival grounds
in the past.
The separately ticketed Friday
night show features Abigail Washburn
and Sparrow Quartet. “They are in the
upper echelon of bands in the folk/
country genre,” says Holland. “It was
a coup for Kaslo to get them.” Friday
night’s ‘Kaslo Country Etc Concert’
begins at 6:30 pm with Perrault/
Daley Band from Nelson. Sweden’s
‘banjopunk’ band, Baskery, takes the
stage at 7:30, with Abigail Washburn
following at 8:30.
Tickets for Friday night’s show, at
$25, are subsidized thanks to a grant
from the federal government. The
grant also pays for the workshops and
the children’s entertainment, which
will be co-ordinated by Debra Barrett
this year.
Bands from the local Kootenay
Lake area that will perform at the
festival are Flora Ware (Saturday, 2
continued on page 23

353-2224

• Convenience Store
• Propane - Gas - Diesel
• Home Baking
• Magazines
• Groceries, Drinks, Ice
• DVD Rentals
• Slushees

Open Daily: 6 am - 9 pm
Phone: 353-2533

