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by Jan McMurray
An incredible opportunity has 

come up to purchase a 155-acre piece 
of Slocan Lake waterfront property and 
add it to Valhalla Provincial Park.

The property, dubbed ‘the Valhalla 
Mile’ because it includes about a mile 
of shoreline, is the largest private in-
holding within the park boundaries. It 
lies across from Enterprise Creek and 
stretches from Indian Creek to Cove 
Creek. There are a few other private in-
holdings, acquired before the park was 
established in 1983.

Adding this property to the park 
was one of Colleen McCrory’s dreams. 
Colleen, well known environmental 
activist and key player in the creation 
of Valhalla Park who died last year, 
began discussions with property owner 
Burkhard Franz of Silverton some years 
ago. Now, her brother Wayne McCrory 
is spearheading the campaign under the 
Valhalla Foundation for Ecology and 
Social Justice, a parallel organization 
to the Valhalla Wilderness Society, with 
a mandate to protect private land for 
conservation.

Franz is willing to sell the property 
for $1.3 million – much less than 
its appraised value. BC Parks has 
committed to making a significant 
contribution toward the purchase. The 
Land Conservancy of BC (TLC), one 
of the largest and most respected land 
trusts in the province, is onside and 
offers its expertise in raising funds 
for this type of land conservation 
project. This leaves the community of 
‘People Who Love Valhalla Park’ with a 
fundraising challenge of about $200,000 
to $300,000.

On August 9, the campaign was 
officially launched at a reception at 
Mark and Dianne Perry’s property at 
Enterprise Creek, directly across from 
the Valhalla Mile. 

At the reception, Wayne McCrory 
told the Valhalla Park story, and said 
the park had become even more special 
today because of what we see happening 
on lakes elsewhere around the province. 
“The park has grown so much in value – 
it’s so important to save another piece,” 
he said.

Bill Turner, Executive Director of 
TLC, also spoke at the reception. He said 
he was very excited about this project, 
which has the full co-operation of the 
property owner and BC Parks. “This 
will happen – it’s not just a maybe,” he 
said. “Just as you got Valhalla Park by 
not giving up, this will happen if you 
don’t give up. The whole secret is never 
giving up.”

Turner explained that an estimated 
$1.5 million would be required to 
complete the deal, with the purchase 
price of the land at $1.3 million plus the 
costs of appraisals, taxes, etc. Of that, 
$200,000 to $300,000 will be solicited 
from individuals. He announced that 
they had already received a $50,000 
pledge from a cosmetic surgeon in 
Vancouver, “so the start is there.” This 
donation was solicited by Tom Perry, a 
part-time New Denver resident who has 
taken on the job of honourary campaign 
chairperson for the Valhalla Mile project. 
Perry is a former BC cabinet minister 
and a former local doctor. 

Turner also emphasized that every 
donation counts. “Whether it’s $25 or 
$25,000, every donor is a vote for this 
project.” He said BC Parks and the 
organizations they will approach for 
funding will be interested to know how 
many pledges have been received as a 
show of support.

“BC Parks can’t do it alone and TLC 
can’t do it alone but if we don’t give up, 
we can do it together,” he concluded.

Lorna Visser, McCrory’s wife and 
an active member of the campaign, 
explained the three main components 
of the fundraising. BC Parks, through 
its land acquisition fund, will contribute 
a sizable portion. The amount is still 
unknown, as some will come from the 
2008 budget and some will come from 
the 2009 budget. She said they were 
expecting more than one third of the 
total cost and were hoping for more than 
one half, indicting that it would depend 
on the show of community support for 
the project.

The second component is support 
from foundations, corporations and 
institutions. “We will apply to CBT, BC 
Hydro, RDCK – we will be leaving no 
stone unturned,” she said. They hope to 
raise about $500,000 this way.

The third component is the broad 
community – what Lorna called the 
‘People Who Love Valhalla Park.’ 
“That can be people who live here 
permanently, live here seasonally, visit 
here, or people who have never been 
here but who recognize the value of 
land conservation, like the doctor who 
has already made a pledge.” She said 
that people from New Denver and 
Silverton will be key, but that a broader 
community would be called upon to 
help. They are hoping to raise $200,000 
to $300,000 within this group.

Visser said they have until December 
30 to show they have the money, but they 
don’t have to have it in their hands. If it 
is advantageous to make the donation in 

2009, that can be done. March 30 is the 
closing date for the purchase.

Turner added that they were trying 
to make it as easy as possible for people 
to make donations, mentioning that 
people could use credit cards, set up an 
automatic monthly debit, or give a gift 
of stock market stocks.

Mayor of New Denver Gary Wright 
and Area H Director Don Munro both 
spoke of the support of their jurisdictions 
for this type of project, as expressed in 
their official community plans. Although 
the Area H North OCP is still in draft 
form, Munro said the protection of the 
lake comes up in all land use planning 

discussions. He said he felt that the 
purpose of planning was to protect what 
we’ve got over the long term, “so I am 
excited about this proposal and Area H 
will back it 100%. I am looking forward 
to a successful project that we can all be 
proud of in the future.”

Visser said many people had asked 
her how we could be sure there would 
be no lodge built on the Valhalla Mile, 
as the BC government has called for 
proposals for lodges in some parks. She 
said there were three ways the Valhalla 
Mile would be protected. First, TLC will 
maintain an interest in the land and will 
hold the land in trust in perpetuity, giving 

Valhalla Mile campaign launched – huge lakeshore property to be added to Park
them a veto over any development. 
Second, the property owner will be 
applying for a certificate from the federal 
Ecological Gift Program, which he 
qualifies for because he is selling the 
land at less than the appraised value. 
The certificate is a recognition from the 
federal government that the property is 
ecologically significant. Third and most 
important, Visser said, the hundreds of 
people who donated would rally together 
against a proposal for a lodge, marina or 
other undesirable development, and she 
vowed she would take the lead.

See the ad on the back page for 
details on how to make a pledge.

Ryan and Jennine Hrudey put the finishing touches on their sand sculpture, Ogopogo, at Nakusp’s BC Day celebrations.

Cuartoelemento, from Buenos Aires, put on a superb performance at the Kaslo Jazz Festival on Sunday, August 3. More pictures, p. 11; story, p. 2.
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by Jan McMurray
It was one outstanding band after 

the other at the 17th annual Kaslo 
Jazz Etc. Festival.

Executive Director Jim Holland 
said they were receiving lots of 
positive feedback from patrons on 
the quality of the performances. 
“‘Every band was a winner’ and 
‘The upstage bands were just as 
rousing as the main stage bands’ 
are the kinds of comments we’re 
getting,” said Holland.

Kaslo Jazz Festival puts on first-class international show
It truly is astounding that this 

small-town festival can attract such 
high quality musicians, epecially 
when you consider that the festival is 
produced by a team of volunteers. 

“We’re building the level of 
expertise of our volunteers,” said 
Holland. “The organization on the 
production side is getting better and 
better because we continue to build 
on our successes year after year. It 
is great to have such high quality 
results using a volunteer production 

team.”
Attendance was in line with their 

projections and budgeting, Holland 
said, although slightly below what 
they had hoped. Saturday saw a 
capacity crowd, but there was room 
for more on Friday and Sunday.

Holland says he was happy to 
see more kids in the park this year, 
and explained that there was free 
admission for children 15 and under, 
whereas it has been 12 and under 
in the past. “We’re trying to make 

better discounts for families – we 
have a strong orientation to being a 
family event,” said Holland. “Part 
of our mandate is to make sure 
youth are exposed to high quality 
live musical performances. The kids 
listen to music on their electronic 
gadgets these days, so it’s great to get 
them into this environment. We want 
to make sure we continue to build on 
a legacy of live music.”

Holland says the two workshops, 
held at the United Church and the 

Langham this year, went super well. 
About 100 people attended each one. 
“We just love these two intimate 
venues, so we’ll do more of that for 
sure. We had fantastic reviews. They 
are really worthwhile because you 
get up close and hear the muscians’ 
personal stories.”

The festival was dedicated to 
the memory of Jeff Healey, and 
raised almost $1,000 in CD sales 
for Daisy’s Eye Cancer Fund and 
the Jeff Healey Foundation.

by Jan McMurray
The small subdivision of 

Pineridge, three kilometres south 
of Kaslo, is the first West Kootenay 
community to install water meters. 
Most of the meters will be installed 
by the end of September.

The community owns and 
operates the water system. Effie 
Woloshyn, president of the Pineridge 
Water Utility Society board, says 
the decision to install the meters 
was driven mostly by high water 
consumption in the summertime. 
“I’ve read that consumption typically 
goes down 18%-25% when there are 

Water meters go in at Pineridge subdivision, south of Kaslo
meters. If that happens here, it would 
be great.”

Woloshyn said that about four 
years ago, they had a hard time 
keeping the reservoir full. The 
following year, they put water 
restrictions in place. Last year, the 
society had a general meeting and 
the members voted to install the 
meters. 

They secured a $7,500 grant from 
Area D Director Andy Shadrack’s 
gas tax funding, which should cover 
the entire cost of the project. “It was 
a real boost to get that help from the 
Regional District,” said Woloshyn.

She said that most of the residents 
are in support of the meters and are 
interested to see how much water 
they consume. A very small number 
are opposed, she said, because there 
is lots of water in the lake. Woloshyn 
explained that the metering was not 
about the amount of water in the lake, 
but rather the ability of the volunteer 
organization to pump, treat, store and 
distribute the water.

Under the metering system, 
residents will be charged based on 
the amount of water consumed. 
Currently, residents pay a flat rate 
of $408 per year. Woloshyn said this 

would continue probably for another 
year while they do their research on 
the new price structure. “We are going 
to need to go through a calendar year 
to see how much is being consumed. 
It’s not our intention to make money 
on this – we just need to cover the 
costs of operating our system, and 
we have to have some money set 
aside in the event of emergencies. 
It shouldn’t cost people more unless 
they are heavy users, and probably 
many people will be paying less.”

The Pineridge subdivision was 
built in about 1980 and the developer 
installed the water system. In about 

2001, he offered to sell it to either 
the Regional District or the residents 
for $1. The residents voted to form a 
society and take it over. “So now it 
is delivered completely by residents. 
We have no paid staff. It’s a pretty 
onerous task, but on the up side, we 
know exactly what’s going on with the 
system and it costs less this way.”

The water for the subdivision 
comes from Kootenay Lake. It is 
pumped up to a treatment plant and 
into the reservoir, and then either 
gravity fed or pumped to people’s 
homes. The system has almost 30 
connections.

Congratulations to 89-year-old Dick Hambly from Silverton, who got his first 
hole-in-one on the ninth hole at Slocan Lake Golf Course on August 4. 

submitted
Attorney  Genera l  Wal ly 

Oppal has announced that public 
consultation on the proposed 
distribution of funding for registered 
groups who support or oppose 
the single transferable vote (STV) 
electoral system is underway.

Government has committed 
$1 million for groups who support 
or oppose the STV system. The 
Province will make $500,000 
available to each side of the STV 

BC government to fund both sides of STV information campaign
debate to provide information and 
educational material about their 
positions. Government will also fund 
a neutral referendum information 
office, as it did in 2005.

British Columbians will vote 
on whether to adopt the STV or 
keep the current, first-past-the-post 
system during a referendum to be 
held in conjunction with the May 
12, 2009 general election. This is 
the second time British Columbians 
will have the opportunity to vote on 

the STV system. The threshold for 
success will be the same as it was 
in 2005 – with at least 60 percent 
of the province-wide popular vote 
needed, along with majority support 
in at least 60 percent of the province’s 
electoral districts.

The consultation is aimed at 
individuals and organizations on 
both sides of the debate who may be 
interested in applying for funding. 
The consultation paper is available 
for viewing at www.ag.gov.bc.ca/

public/spl/Referendum_Group_
Consultation_Paper.pdf.

T h e  d o c u m e n t  i n c l u d e s 
information on the proposed 
application and registration process, 
duties and responsibilities of groups 

and their financial agents and 
permitted uses of funds. Groups and 
individuals have until September 5 to 
give their feedback on distribution of 
the funds. Funding is scheduled to be 
distributed in January 2009.
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Smokey Creek Salvage
24 HR TOWING

New & Used Auto Parts, Back Hoe Work, 
Certified Welding & Repairs, Vehicle Removal

WE BUY CARS & TRUCKS
359-7815 ; 1-877-376-6539

3453 YEATMAN RD, SOUTH SLOCAN

submitted
Alex Atamanenko, MP for BC 

Southern Interior, will be hosting 
a ‘Food for Thought’ evening in 
Castlegar on August 19, 7 pm at the 
Castle Theatre. The event will feature 
panellists involved in the local food 
security/sovereignty issues.

Sandi McCreight of the Kootenay 
Food Strategy Society will co-host 
the forum, which will also feature 
Jon Steinman, host of Kootenay Co-

National Food for Thought forum 
hosted by MP Alex Atamanenko

op Radio’s ‘Deconstructing Dinner,’ 
Abra Brynne, Foodshed Animator 
and Doug Zorn of the Grand Forks 
Agricultural Society.

The Castlegar event kicks off 
Atamanenko’s national ‘Food for 
Thought’ tour that will explore the 
many issues surrounding Canadian 
food security and food sovereignty. 
Upon completion of the tour, a report 
will be made and presented to the 
federal government.

by Jan McMurray
In late July, the Sinixt Nation 

Society filed a land claim in the BC 
Supreme Court in Nelson on behalf 
of the 75 members of the nation.

The Sinixt are seeking a 
declaration that they have aboriginal 
title to the Canadian portion of their 
traditional territory, from Revelstoke 
in the north, to the 49th parallel in 
the south, and from the peak of the 
Monashees in the west, to the peak 
of the Selkirks in the east.

“We’re not asking for the same 
kind of property rights as private 
owners,” explained David Aaron, 
legal counsel for the Sinixt Nation. 
“This right to aboriginal title is only 
asserted on crown land within the 
territory.”

Aaron explained that the Sinixt 
launched this legal action because 
the Province has not been consistent 
in consulting with them on issues 
such as the mountain caribou, water 
diversion, and logging activities 
within their territory. He said that 
just by virtue of having filed the 
claim, the government now has the 
duty to consult the Sinixt on land 
use matters. This precedent was set 
in the Haida First Nation vs. British 
Columbia (Ministry of Forests) case 
of 2004 in the Supreme Court of 
Canada.

Aaron said that although the 
Sinixt were declared to be extinct 
in 1953, this does not eliminate 
their status as a tribal group, which 
has been recognized by the federal 
government, and does not eliminate 
their standing under the Constitution 
of Canada as aboriginals of 
Canada.

Aaron explained that the Sinixt 
nation’s motivation for the land claim 
is one of environmental stewardship 
and sustainability. “The Sinixt stand 
to exercise their rights to aboriginal 
title in a manner which realizes their 
traditional role as caretakers of the 
land. Whereas other aboriginal rights 
claims may be resolved through a 
revenue sharing agreement with the 
Province with respect to resource or 
commercial activities on the land, 
the Sinixt are not interested in that,” 
said Aaron. 

In a letter to the Attorney General 
of BC dated February 22, 2008, the 
Sinixt identify 12 issues they feel they 
should be consulted on: the issuance 
of water diversion licences; the 
approval of slaughterhouse facilities; 
the development of commercial 
forestry infrastructure; commercial 
harvesting of timber; the damming 
of waterways for hydroelectricity or 
other reasons; tourism development; 
matters affecting water quality; 
developments in caribou and/or 
wildlife habitat; transfer of property 
previously held by Pope & Talbot; 
mining activity; the development 
of mining infrastructure; and 
resource and land use management 
decisions.

 “Nobody wants to see the 
destruction of our watershed 
through logging and invasive power 
generation projects; nobody wants to 
see the logging of old-growth forests 
to the extent that the caribou are 
extinct. Having filed this, the Sinixt 
are in a position to demand that 
the crown consult with them on all 
crown land use decisions within the 

Sinixt Nation files land claim in BC Supreme Court
claimed territory,” said Aaron.

A land claim to the same territory 
was filed by the Colville Business 
Council in 2003 on behalf of about 
1,000 members of the Arrow Lakes 
tribe on the Colville reservation 
in Washington. Aaron says the 
council purports to represent the 
Sinixt, but that the Sinixt Nation 
Society was established as the direct 
representative of the Sinixt for the 
purpose of the pursuit of their rights 
in Canada. “In our view, this claim 
now supercedes the Colville claim,” 
Aaron said, adding he thought it 
unlikely that this would be an issue 
before the court. “It’s clear that the 
Sinixt have a right to autonomy in 

pursuit of their legal rights.” The 
Colville Business Council represents 
a confederacy of several nations with 
respect to their rights in the US, he 
said.

Another Sinixt court case is the 
federal Watt case, which has been 
ongoing since the late 1990s. This 
one is about the right of the Sinixt 
to travel within their traditional 
territory and not be obstructed by 
the international border. Traditional 
Sinixt territory stretches into 
Washington state. 

Aaron says that every Canadian 
has an interest in the process of 
reconciling outstanding issues of 
aboriginal justice. “Through that 

process, we are defining ourselves as 
a just society,” he said, “and part and 
parcel of that process is the restoration 
of a delicate balance between our 
current human civilization and 
the natural world. The Sinixt were 
well known for not overfishing the 
salmon run, for example. They made 
seasonal rounds – they didn’t stay in 
one place and deplete the lands.” 

He explained that the nomadic 
lifestyle of the Sinixt got them into 
trouble because they didn’t stay on 
reserve in the early 1900s and the 
federal government only recognizes 
the descendants of people who 
stayed on reserve as Indians under 
the Indian Act. “So if you were 

doing seasonal rounds for survival, 
you were disenfranchised from your 
statutory rights under the Indian Act, 
which included the right to enter and 
stay in Canada. So the Sinixt were 
disenfranchised, but that doesn’t 
eliminate their status as a tribal 
group, which has been recognized 
by the federal government and does 
not eliminate their standing under the 
Constitution of Canada as aboriginals 
of Canada.”

In the writ recently filed regarding 
the land claim, the Sinixt are also 
asking for an order for damages and 
compensation, and costs. As set out 
in the writ, the crown has 14 days to 
file a Statement of Defense. 

submitted
The Nature Conservancy of 

Canada (NCC) has announced 
a commitment to purchase and 
conserve 550 square kilometres 
of biologically rich land called 
the Darkwoods Forest, situated 
between Nelson, Salmo and Creston 
in the south Selkirk Mountains. This 
represents the largest single private 
conservation project ever done by a 
Canadian non-profit organization.

The NCC and the Government of 
Canada worked together to fund the 
$125 million project, not only buying 
the 55,000 hectares but setting up 
endowment funds to ensure the 
Darkwoods landscape will be cared 
for into the future.

The Darkwoods forest connects 

Nature Conservancy of Canada to purchase Darkwoods
a number of protected lands and 
wilderness management areas to 
create a tract covering more than 
100,000 hectares – enough for 
wide-ranging animals such as the 
endangered mountain caribou and 
grizzly bear to roam freely. 

The previous owners, the Pluto 
Darkwoods Forestry Corporation, 
had owned and operated the land 
since 1967. 

Darkwoods supports rare old-
growth forests, sub-alpine meadows, 
serene valley bottoms, productive 
creeks and lakefront lands. These 
habitats are home to 29 provincially 
listed species at risk, such as bull 
trout, red-tailed chipmunk, western 
screech owl and a streamside orchid 
called giant helleborine. It offers 

NCC scientists and other researchers 
the chance to discover and study the 
numerous rare species that grow, 
forage, breed and raise their young 
in this landscape. 

 “Conserving Darkwoods is 
essential to the recovery of the South 
Selkirk caribou population,” says 
biologist Trevor Kinley. “It could 
also significantly affect the viability 
of the local grizzly population, and it 
will definitely influence the retention 
of natural biodiversity.”

Because of its great scale and 
topographical diversity, Darkwoods 
offers sensitive plants and animals a 
chance to adapt in the face of global 
climate change. Species will be able 
to migrate to different latitudes or 
elevations as temperatures fluctuate. 

The forests of Darkwoods represent 
an immense carbon sink. In excess 
of two million tonnes of carbon are 
stored in Darkwoods – equal to the 
annual carbon footprint of nearly half 
a million Canadians.

NCC is now working closely 
with local communities to develop 
the management plans that will 
support and sustain Darkwoods for 
the long term.

by Jan McMurray
When you see the new Kootenay 

Mountain Grown label on food 
products, you’ll know that the food 
has been grown locally and to a high 
organic standard.

The Kootenay Mountain Grown 
marketing program was launched at 
the end of July by the Kootenay Local 
Agriculture Society (KLAS).

“Kootenay Mountain Grown 
(KMG) has been designed to foster 
a thriving, sustainable local food 
supply,” states the website at www.
kootenaymountaingrown.org. 

Jeremy Lack of KLAS says that 
although individual marketing labels 
exist in other parts of the world, 
Kootenay Mountain Grown is new 
and different in the way that it “fits for 
this area.”

Lack explained that local farmers 
(including produce farmers, livestock 
farmers and processors) who use the 
label have to follow KMG standards, 
which are very similar to certified 
organic standards. “The intent of our 
standards is that nothing can be used 
in KMG growing that can’t be used in 

certified organic growing. The difference 
is that this is a local society with a local 
label who controls its own standards and 
does its own inspections and sells only to 
local markets within the Kootenays.”

Lack explained that Kootenay 
Mountain Grown is not a recognized 
certification organization outside of the 
Kootenay region, so farmers that sell to 
other areas will still need to be certified 
through a provincially recognized 
organization.

The biggest differences between 
KMG certification and organic 
certification, he explained, are the 
inspection system and the cost.

He said that with organic certification, 
a third party comes in for one hour per 
year to do the farm inspection. With the 
Kootenay Mountain Grown system, 
local farmers inspect each other’s farms. 
“The best people to inspect local farmers 
are local farmers,” he says. “They know 
the problems – they know what can and 
can’t be done.” He also explained that 
this will be controlled so that Farmer A 
inspects Farmer B, but then Farmer B 
cannot inspect Farmer A.

Another big difference between 

KMG and certified organic is the cost. 
Lack says that organic certification costs 
the farmer $300-$400 per year, where 
the membership fee for KMG ranges 
from $45 to $135 depending on the size 
of the farm.

“This is a mutually beneficial system 
for farmers and retail outlets,” explained 
Lack. “The stores get the advertising 
that local produce is available there. The 
society acts as a vehicle to let farmers 
know what the stores require and when. 
So it helps farmers to better plan their 
growing, knowing that their products 
are going to get sold.”

Farmers and stores that are interested 
in the program should visit www.
klasociety.org, where application forms 
are available, or contact the society at 
250-399-4809 or klasociety@shaw.ca.

New Kootenay Mountain Grown marketing label



   The Valley Voice    August 13, 20084 OPINION

The Valley Voice   Box 70, New Denver, BC  V0G 1S0
Phone: 358-7218 Fax: 358-7793 E-Mail:valleyvoice@netidea.com Website: www.valleyvoice.ca

Publisher - Dan nicholson • Editor - Jan McMurray • Food Editor - anDrew rhoDes • Ad Sales - r. T. Burns

• Contributing Writers - arT Joyce, Don currie

Published and printed in British Columbia, Canada

The Valley Voice is distributed throughout the Slocan and Arrow Lake Valleys from South Slocan/Playmor Junction to Edgewood and Kaslo on Kootenay Lake.
Circulation is 7,200 papers, providing the most complete news and advertising coverage of any single newspaper serving this area.

SUBSCRIPTIONS: CANADA $54.60, USA $84.00, OVERSEAS $126.00. E-Mail Subscription $21.00 (Prices include GST)
Canada Post Publications Mail Agreement #40021191

EDITORIAL / LETTERS POLICY
The Valley Voice welcomes letters to the editor and community news 

articles from our readers. 
Letters and articles should be no longer than 500 words and may be 

edited. We reserve the right to reject any submitted material.
Please mark your letter “LETTER TO THE EDITOR.” Include your 

address and daytime phone number for verification purposes.
We will not knowingly publish any letter that is defamatory or libelous. 

We will not publish anonymous letters or letters signed with pseudonyms, 
except in extraordinary circumstances.

Opinions expressed in published letters are those of the author and not 
necessarily those of the Valley Voice.

Better jobs will 
keep youth, not 
differential taxes

Ms. Bayeur-Holland wrote an 
interesting letter regarding the suggested 
Kalso tax increase. I sense that she 
expresses the resentment shared by a 
few Kaslo residents that have chosen 
an alternate life style. Living simply is 
laudable. However property prices in a 
free economy follow the basic law of 
supply and demand. It is unfortunate 
that some citizens, including some who 
pursue an alternate life style, cannot 
match the finances of others when 
bidding for property. 

Communities realize that their 
citizens can compete in the housing 
market if they have well paying jobs. 
That is why progressive communities 
support resource development. In terms 
of disposable income, employment 
in commerce and industry is superior 
to taking in each other’s washing. 
Without commerce and industry, youth 
will indeed leave the community 
seeking employment. Can this youth 
exodus really be blamed on “big money 
spenders” buying property? 

Don Graham
Kaslo

No sympathy 
for war resisters

So, our brave young soldiers 
come home under the flag after 
trying to help others. You know, 
the Canadian Way, the way we raise 
our children. At the same time, I 
read with shame and disgust about 
deserters telling us our government 
has no right to ship them out. Of 
course, they get a lot of help from 
those that came to Canada before 
them under made-up labels like 
“war resisters.” The real outrage 
for me is the NDP and Greens that 
support them. I take this as a slap 
in the face of the veterans that built 
this country. Even Atamanenko 
supports them. Of course, he’s only 
doing what Olivia Layton (oh sorry, 
Chow) tells him to do. I hope you 
all remember these parties in the 
election. Before you vote, give a 
thought to our troops the world 
over. They do not sell out for votes, 
they do the right thing and stand 
on guard for thee. Believe me Mr. 
Atamanenko, you do not speak for 
the majority of Canadians as you 
claim in your free campaigning 
disguised as letters to the editor.

Jamie Rice
Rosebery

Is it BC or California 
and Nevada that 
requires more energy?

The BC government leads us 
to believe that our province faces a 
hydroelectric crunch within the next 
few years. Anyone who has flown into 
Las Vegas at night would be appalled at 
the wasteful consumption of electricity. 
The desert landscape is illuminated for 
square miles. The same can be said for 
all of southern California. Does the 
word CONSERVE exist in American 
dictionaries?

As stated by Vancouver Sun reporter 
Scott Simpson (June 21st) “US utilities 
have huge plans to tap into the province’s 
electricity grid and bring that power to 
the American market.”

Our provincial government 
also leads us to believe that BC’s 
hydroelectric consumption already 
exceeds our present production. Firstly, 
they quietly without fanfare, passed Bill 
C30 in the legislature, thereby removing 
the decision-making power of local 
governments in determining usage of 
our streams and rivers. Following the 
passage of Bill C30, the provincial 
government began accepting water 
license applications for privately owned 
independent power projects (IPPs). To 
date, IPP proponents have submitted 
over 600 water license applications.

It’s official – 
capitalism trumps 
democracy

At the provincial premiers’ 
Council of the Federation meeting 
in mid-July, they agreed to subject 
the decisions of democratically 
elected officials in their provinces 
to the authority of a higher, non-
elected private court. If a law 
protecting human rights, the 
environment, public health etc., 
can be portrayed as a barrier to 
free trade, a corporation can take 
our province to a private court with 
the power to levy fines of up to five 
million dollars.

This is in line with the ludicrous 
but dominant philosophy that a free 
market is the most worthy goal of 

By preventing BC Hydro from 
undertaking hydroelectric projects and 
placing power production directly in 
the hands of IPPs, the government has 
effectively removed itself and its crown 
corporation from public consultation. 
The result now pits well-lobbied IPPs 
proponents against the citizens of BC.

The people of this province and 
most importantly residents of the West 
Kootenays must protest this privatization 
of OUR waters prior to the 2009 spring 
election, by calling for an immediate 
moratorium on all and future IPPs.

Brian Graham
Nakusp

Unfair tax grab 
being pushed by 
the Mayor of Kaslo

I find it very disturbing, hearing 
about our Mayor’s new plan for a two-
tier tax system. I bought this small house 
in Kaslo 16 years ago and at that time 
it had been vacant for five years. Why 
didn’t some local folks buy it?

Over the last few years I have 
spent $20,000 fixing it up with building 
material purchased at the Irly Bird.

Last year we spend $2,900 on 
groceries purchased here in Kaslo.

I have one (1) lot and yet I pay the 
same water bill as someone with six or 
seven lots. Let’s get water meters.

I pay school taxes in two (2) 
provinces yet I have never had a child 
attending school in BC.

Our Mayor thinks if young people 
had a place to live they would stay 
in Kaslo. Bullshit! My neighbour 
raised three (3) girls here, all of whom 
graduated here, they would have a place 
to live if they chose to. Where are they 
now? Toronto, Nelson and Kelowna. 
No work here.

If I moved here my taxes would be 
$100.00 not $512.00

The Mayor must have taken this 
idea from the Kaslo Boat Club. Two 
years ago they informed me that my dues 
would be $150.00 more because I was 
from out of province. You know what I 
told them. I only used it three months 
each year on a rental arrangement.

Where are all the jobs??? Mills are 
shutting down all over BC. The tourist 
industry is becoming BC’s main source 
of revenue.

If this two-tier tax system ever 
comes into law, you can rest assured I 
will purchase my building materials and 
groceries somewhere else. Take that to 
the business community and see what 
they think of your plan Mr. Mayor.

I would like the Village to notify 
all part-time residents of Kaslo of this 
proposed tax change, by mail, at once, so 
they can vote in the next election.

Last year, I had twenty (20) people 
come to visit. Only because we were 
here. All of them spent money in this 
little town.

Don Anderson
Kaslo

Jumbo blockade 
diverts crisis

The Jumbo Glacier Resort 
proponents thought they’d pull a fast one 
by starting construction of a “temporary 
surface lift” last week with no final 
permits for the resort in place. This lift 
is included in their Master Development 
Plan (approved last July) but they have 
yet to receive the final permit to proceed 
with construction.

This lift, though temporary in nature 
and intended only for use by the Calgary 
Olympic Development Association 
(CODA) athletes, represents an incursion 
into the proposed Jumbo Glacier Resort 
Controlled Recreation Area. And now 
that Pro-Resort MLA Bill Bennett, 
Cranbrook, is THE JUMBO minister, 
this “temporary lift” can be used to 
show that “substantial development” to 
the resort has commenced which would 
allow an extension of their controversial 
Conditional Environmental Assessment 
certificate that would expire Oct. 4, 
2009.

They do somehow have shady 
permission from the Dept. of Major 
Projects but this lift is a stated part of 
their Master Development Plan. Yet a 
final Master Development Agreement 
(MDA) has not been signed and that 
is when permits are issued to begin 
construction. First Nations are still 
waiting for the government to offer 
the Impact Management and Benefit 
Agreement which is impeding the inking 
of the MDA.

The long and the short of this is that 
they are trying to begin development of 
this most ridiculous resort and real estate 
grab with no permits in place.

So the Jumbo Wild Coalition literally 
and figuratively got in the way hindering 
any kind of construction and basically 
closing down the show – for now. Of 
course as soon as we’re not there they 
will proceed. Thus we intend to maintain 
a small but constant presence.

To get involved: merham@
cyberlink.bc.ca

And while you are over there in the 
Central Purcell back country I suggest 
a day hike up to surely one of the most 
spectacular of Gaia’s gifts: THE-LAKE-
OF-THE-HANGING-GLACIER. The 
trailhead is a bit further west up the 
Horsethief Creek drainage than the 
location of the Jumbo Peace camp at the 
Farnham Creek confluence.

Rowena Eloise 
Argenta

humankind, and that all good things 
will flow from its attainment. Some 
economics nerds no doubt believe 
this, but for the ultra-wealthy few 
who actually benefit from this 
disingenuous new-liberal con trick, 
they are the useful idiots who give 
it an intellectual facade.

This new dispute resolution 
process included in the Agreement 
on Internal Trade adds to the proof 
that our provincial and federal 
governments are effectively at one 
with the interests of big business, 
and are not representing the people 
of their province or country. 
Democracy has been subordinated 
to capitalism by the very officials 
we elected to protect it.

Keith Newberry
Slocan

Supports Area 
H OCP

As a longtime resident of the 
Slocan Valley, I fully support 
the development of an Official 
Community Plan for Area H. With 
the valley population expanding, 
we need planning to retain the 
rural quality of life we all enjoy. 
I am dismayed by the fear-
mongering and inaccurate claims 
of the Property Rights Coalition 
that planning imposes too many 
restrictions and higher taxes. 

In participating in the OCP, 
residents have said, “we want 
to protect our water,” “we want 
industrial activities to take place in 
designated areas,” and, “we want a 
way to resolve land use conflicts.” 
This is an opportunity to endorse 
our common goals and vision for 
the future.

I urge people to look at how 
OCPs in other areas of the RDCK 
have brought in a process by 
which communities can define and 
protect what is most important to 
them. Let’s do the same here, and 
participate in shaping the future 
together.

JC Bradford
Winlaw
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Changing 
atmosphere

I was thinking about the landmark 
Changing Atmosphere conference 
held in Toronto in 1988. One of the 
scientists leading that effort to get 
through to civilization was Michael 
McElroy, head of planetary science at 
Harvard.  He displayed a chart showing 
CO2 increasing dramatically, relatively 
instantly compared to past changes in 
the composition of the atmosphere. He 
spoke with urgency: “we’ve got to slow 
this rate of change down.” He spelled out 
precisely what civilization faced: global 
warming was a threat that could only be 
exceeded by global nuclear war.

But I left the conference dismayed. 
McElroy and the rest pulled their punch 
when it came time to recommend to 
civilization what should be done. After 
the rate of change had been “slowed 
down,” the civilization would still find 
itself accelerating, albeit a bit more 
slowly, straight into catastrophe.

Back then it was thought, in the 
circles McElroy moved, that they would 
lose credibility if they weren’t careful 
on the action recommendation. I had 
an argument with Bob Watson, one of 
the people who set up the IPCC:  why 
don’t you set a target for civilization 
that makes sense? He left his concern 
unstated: we don’t want them to reject 
us altogether.

Now all the people who think 
the 2008 G8 statement was a load of 
hogwash should consider this: the 
statement, as signed by Bush, says, in 
its fudged way, we must stop the rate 
of change in its tracks. Obviously it’s 
not binding, where are the details, but 
it was a call from the G8 to the world: 
the atmosphere has to be stabilized. As 
the news rolls in about Antarctica and 
Greenland, as climate is observed to 
be changing on every continent in the 
world, it’s getting easier for the scientists 
to speak. I read what they handed to 
each head of state at the G8. Things look 
so grave they don’t care about losing 
anything anymore.

Now Hansen, America’s best, is 
saying stability by 2050 isn’t going to 
be enough. To use McElroy’s terms, 
the rate of change has to be stopped, 
then reversed. I was the only guy who 
used the word “reverse” in front of that 
1988 conference in Toronto, but I had 
told them I was an artist. Artists are 
expected to be half crazy. No top-flight 
scientist has ever put his name on a 
recommendation for action like Hansen 
has now.

The other delegates in 1988 may 
have thought I was half crazy for telling 
them they must say and do more, but 
they wished there were a few billion 
more people like me. Canada’s then 
Ambassador to the UN Stephen Lewis 
interrupted the final plenary to ask 
me to stand and be recognized for my 
contribution.

I asked McElroy one night how he 
felt about things. “I’m horrified”, he 
said. I was horrified already, before I 
talked to him. Things are more serious 
now. Its easier to laugh these days 
though. All is not lost. I feel change in 
the air. Maybe people are waking up.

David Lewis
Crescent Valley

Planning process 
undemocratic

In response to Mr. Kabel’s letter, I 
make the following points on behalf of 
the Property Rights Coalition. 

The statement that we find the 
process profoundly undemocratic 
reflects two issues – the Concerned 
Citizens Petition and the OCP process 
itself. 

The RDCK petition tabulation 
sheet shows 1,581 petition signatures 
of Area H residents only 149 of which 
were actually disqualified. RDCK could 
not verify 262 others. Since their own 
survey was composed of 701 completely 
unverified responses, it is only fair that 
the petition total be scrutinized on the 
same basis. This results in a total of 
1,432 Area H citizens who requested 
a vote on the OCP process. In the 
south area, total signatures were 1,323 
comprising 58% of registered voters. 
Compare this to 334 unverified survey 
responses (50% of responses) in favor of 
planning. Our Area Director choose “not 
to act” on the petition, but to act on the 
survey – profoundly undemocratic. 

As to the OCP “public process,” 
it is consultative only. This means that 
APCs and the public can only make 
recommendations. The RDCK is not 
bound by anything so recommended. In 
other OCP processes, public sentiment 
has been disregarded. Furthermore, 
look at Nelson and Rossland. Their 
OCPs have offered no protection from 
developers. They are simply being 
amended or ignored by local government 
to benefit certain developments. And 
finally, local governments have only 
a consultative role with provincial 
government, so OCPs can be (and are) 
disregarded at will. The consultation 
process is profoundly undemocratic at 
all levels of government.

Our zoning concerns are as 
follows:

Zoning removes property rights, 
particularly regarding density and land 
uses.

Currently, if you wish to build a 
second home for an aging relative or 
your children’s families or rental you can 
do this (outside ALR land). With zoning, 
this will not be possible. Or if you have 
a business on your land, currently, your 
business can be sold with the land so you 
can realize the value of your life’s work. 
With zoning, businesses on residentially 
zoned land (while grandfathered in 
for the current owner) will not be 
transferable to new owners. Nor will 
grandfathered businesses be able to be 
expanded by current owners. Zoning 
requirements will also limit the number 
of animals allowed under certain zoning 
classifications. These examples show 
how zoning could affect your property 
rights and ability to take care of your 
families in the hard times ahead. 

Why would we want to “ghettoize” 
business and industry into certain areas 
of the valley? This is an urban approach 
to planning and does not suit a rural 
community, especially one as spread 
out as the Slocan Valley. We should be 
encouraging small, local businesses in 
all regions to cut down on travel and 
increase convenience to residents.

It is important to realize that OCPs 
and subsequent zoning encourages 

development, especially by non-resident 
developers. Businesses like certainty. 
Not having to deal with neighbourhood 
concerns are a certainty that zoning 
guarantees. Citizens living next to 
commercial/industrial-zoned areas lose 
their say. 

One last point, currently bylaws 
regarding noise and other nuisances can 
be requested by community initiative.

Nelle Maxey
Area H Property Rights Coalition

Winlaw, BC

Do we need an 
OCP and Zoning? 

The Advisory Planning Commission 
(APC) and the RDCK planning 
department are using the results of the 
bogus survey sent out last year as the 
main information being used in the draft 
Official Community Plan. This draft plan 
is laid out with the same format as other 
community plans in the Province. Do 
you want your neighbourhood to look 
like many ‘developed’ neighbourhoods, 
neatly ordered and generic? The main 
feedback that I get from people is that 
they want the valley to stay as it is, 
a rural neighbourhood with freedom 
of lifestyle. That means that they 
can homestead farm, and pursue a 
small business of their choice on their 
property. How can one afford to buy 
a separate piece of property to operate 
a business because zoning regulations 
forbid you from doing it on the property 
you have? Why should you have to burn 
expensive gasoline to drive to services 
that could be in your neighbourhood but 
are prevented by zoning regulations? 
Businesses will naturally locate where 
the need is and we don’t need to waste 
energy on official plans that cannot 
work and will not meet the needs of 
the people. Only you can decide what 
is right for you. 

The APC has a mandate to gather 
public opinion. This is explained in 
great detail in the RDCK publication: 
Advisory Planning Commission 
Orientation Manual. Public comments 
and input have been allowed at the APC 
meetings but only after the meeting is 
adjourned, and no record made of it in 
the minutes. The proper procedure for 
public input to the APC according to 
the Advisory Planning Commission’s 
Bylaw 1477, 2003 section 10(f) is: “No 
person or group of persons who wish 
to appear before the Advisory Planning 
commission may do so unless he/she 
or they have first notified the Chair 
in writing and the Chair approves the 
delegation.” The APC has not advertised 
or conveyed the responsibility of their 
mandate to the public in a satisfactory 
manner. They have not stated or 
advertised that they want people to 
make presentations to the APC in the 
manner that is provided by the bylaw, 
thus ensuring that it becomes a part of 
the public record. 

You can have your opinions and 
concerns voiced and become a part 
of the public record by writing to the 
Area H Property Rights Coalition, Box 
206 Winlaw BC V0G 2J0 or email 
propertyrights@columbiawireless.ca . 
Your letters will be put on the Agenda 
for the APC meetings and will become 
a part of the public record.

You can also fill out the Exclusion 

Form we have distributed expressing 
that you don’t want planning and zoning. 
Also if you email us, and request to be 
on our email information list, we will 
keep you informed.

The Area H Property Rights 
Coalition is a group of people that is 
growing every day as property owners 
are sending in their exclusion notices.

Ed Nixon
Area H Property Rights Coalition

Perry Siding

Official 
Community 
Plan Process

The present process of introducing 
planning is flawed. During the last election 
Mr. Munro made a campaign promise that 
he would not bring in planning and zoning. 
I sat beside him at that meeting and both of 
us answered the question that we felt that 
planning and zoning was not required in Area 
H at this time. My answer was that it would 
be for the term of office if elected. Obviously 
Munro’s answer had different meaning. 

My sentiment was always and still is, 
if residents want planning and zoning they 
should ask for it and if a majority of residents in 
a defined area want planning and zoning then 
the RDCK should provide that service.

There is a process in place to determine 
if people want RDCK to provide a service. 
The process of public OCP meetings, with an 
average attendance of 20 to 30 people is not a 
fair sampling of majority sentiment.

Planning and zoning has its benefits and 
drawbacks, and at the APC meeting on July 
3, 2008 I requested that Munro and the APC 
provide more information to the residents 
about existing regulations that are already 
in place by the Province, ALR, etc., and 
what additional benefits planning and zoning 
regulations would provide. The response was 
we do not have the time or resources.

The PRC mail-out flyer should provide 
some indication as to how many residents want 

to opt out of the planning process. As stated 
in the flyer filling out of the form does not 
guarantee exclusion. This exclusion process 
would help the Area H Director determine 
what areas want planning, and concentrate on 
helping residents in those areas.

The Area H Property Rights Coalition is a 
group of people with diverse backgrounds and 
different opinions, but what brings us together 
is our elected Area H Director dictating to the 
residents of Area H his view of what is good 
for them.

The PRC has applied to the RDCK for 
a discretionary grant to help with costs of 
printing and mailing of the flyer. We applied 
on the basis we are assisting the RDCK 
Area H Director in determining what area’s 
want planning and zoning. Mr. Munro has 
in the past been very generous with the 
discretionary grants. He even provided a grant 
to his Alternate Director’s Transit Consulting 
Company.

Planning and Zoning is a very sensitive 
issue in Area H.  A couple of decades ago an 
Area H Director tried to introduce planning 
and zoning. The result was an action group 
called “Can the Plan,” and since then there was 
no attempt to introduce planning in Area H. 
Why is this being reintroduced now when the 
Director knows there is still public opposition 
to planning and zoning in the Valley?

Mr. Munro in his opening statement at the 
recent OCP meetings states that he is the one 
responsible for initiating the planning process. 
When asked at a meeting in Crescent Valley 
if he would honour the 1500 signatures on 
the petition and have a vote on the OCP. His 
answer was a definite “NO”.  The residents 
that signed the petition did not indicate 
whether they were for or against the OCP, 
all they wanted is a vote either to accept it 
or reject it. 

Mr. Munro has also indicated that he will 
not run for Director in the next election, and 
therefore cannot be held accountable by the 
electorate for his actions. 

Walter Popoff
Crescent Valley
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Nakusp BC150 celebrations included smudging and christening the Nakusp Paddling Club’s new Voyageur canoe, ‘the Dragonfly.’

The Spavor family won the People’s Choice award for their sand creation, ‘Creepy Crawler.’

Sandcastle contest 
results

People’s Choice:  Creepy 
Crawler by the Spavor Family.

Children 12 & Under – Castle: 
1st - Castle & Village by Connor 
Pickering, Lucas & Eric Fabbri, 
Matthew & Daniel Tully and Max 
Monette; 2nd - Sandylock by Rowan 
Wurst and Maia Smith-Garnett.

Children 12 & Under – Open: 
1st - Salty The Seal by Kathleen & 
Rebecca Nolan; 2nd - Beachpod by 
Devin O’Brien; 3rd - Snoopy by 
Rylee MacDonald, Reese Kilcup and 
Andrea Gardner.

Children 12 & Under - BC150: 
1st - Babe On The Beach by Rylie & 
Kinsey Pease, Wil & Kate Dobratz, 
Jaiden Kautzman; 2nd - Sleeping 
Island by Erin McLeod and Tori 
Atherton; 3rd - Couch Potatoes by 
Cailan McQuair, Mikel Guidon and 
Dugan McInnes.

Family – Castle: 1st - BC Rocks! 
by Kelsie & Kylee Williamson, 
Ashley & Sammie Grater and Dylan 
Dennison; 2nd - Calgary Fort by the 
Hoffman Family.

Family – Open: 1st - Clifford by 
the Andrew & Anderson Families; 
2nd - Sea Turtle by the Boone 
Family; 3rd - Nakusp Lake Monster 
by the MacDonald Family.

Family - BC150: 1st - BC 
Octo by the Ambrose Family; 2nd - 
BC150 Kaleidoscope by the Gillam 

Family; 3rd - Ogopogo by Jen & 
Ryan Hrudey.

Open – Castle: 1st - Crumbling 
Castle by Rhys & Rory McLeod and 
Angus Jackson; 2nd - Fortress by 
Patrick O’Brien; 3rd - Aqua the Sea 
Turtle by Hannah Aksenchuk.

Open - Open Theme: 1st - 
Beetle by Martin Johanna; 2nd - 
Lunch by Zack Schrijvers & Dalton 
Werner; 3rd - Creepy Crawler by the 
Spavor Family.

Open - BC150 Theme: 1st - BC’s 
Ocean by Tamara & Lindsay Cann, 
Rebecca, Hunter & Hannah Guidon, 
Sandra Podznikoff and Jan Guidon.
Downtown decorating 
results

Commercial Retail: 1st - 
Bon Marche/Dollar Dollar; 2nd - 
Second Sight; 3rd - Nakusp Home 
Hardware.

Commercial Services: 1st – 
CIBC; 2nd - Grooming by Til; 3rd 
- Nakusp Jewellers.

Commercial Accommodations 
& Eateries: 1st - What’s Brewing on 
Broadway; 2nd - Broadway Deli.

Non-Profit: 1st - Nakusp & 
District Museum; 2nd - Halcyon 
House; 3rd - Visitor Centre.

Government: 1st - Government 
Agent/Service BC.
Nakusp has Talent  results

1st: Avery Bremner; 2nd - Linda 
McGovern, 3rd- Leah Holden, 4th 
- Montana Robins; 5th - Paul Kelly.

Avery Bremner won first prize in the ‘Nakusp has Talent’ contest.

Zoe and Maia Zinselmeyer sang ‘Down to the River to Pray’ in the ‘Nakusp 
has Talent’ contest. Alistair Skey, MC, plays mike stand.

Nakusp celebrates BC Day with canoes, sandcastles, slo-pitch and a talent show
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Grand Opening!!
Saturday, August 16th

WILLOW 
HOME GALLERY

Kitchen • Bed • Bath • Walls

Music in the 
morning

10 % off 
storewide

Monday – Saturday 10:00 - 5:30 • Sunday 10:00 - 4:00

429 Front Street • Kaslo • 250 353 2257

• Just in - a tremendous 
collection of used Jazz CDS

Thousands of used Books 
and new & used CDs

Packrat annie’s
411 Kootenay St. nelson 354-4722

COMMUNITY

Marlaina Blanche opened Willow Home Gallery in Kaslo on July 15.

by Jan McMurray
Willow Home Gallery, a new 

home décor shop on Kaslo’s main 
street, will celebrate one month in 
business with its grand opening on 
August 16.

Store owner Marlaina Blanche 
says her number one focus is to offer 
good quality, beautiful and practical 
things for the home at very affordable 
prices. She is also very keen on 
showcasing the work of the many 
talented and creative local artisans.

“The response to Willow Home 
Gallery has been phenomenal,” she 
said. “There are many new people in 
our community who marvel at our 
prices even when compared to big 
city stores.” 

She says her customers seem 
happy to shop locally if they can get 
what they need for their home at a 
reasonable price. “Several customers 
actually jumped up and down as they 
entered the shop because they were so 
happy to have the opportunity to shop 
right here in Kaslo for things to make 
their home more comfortable, more 
functional, and more beautiful.”

Blanche has worked in retail 
on Kaslo’s Front Street for several 
years, and has always dreamed of 
having her own shop. “Home décor 
is something that I have loved to 

play at, and as manager of the former 
Kaslo home décor shop, Portobella, I 
gained some relevant experience and 
valuable contacts,” she said.

Blanche is also taking a course 
in interior design, which she says 
will help her to better serve her 
customers.

Willow Home Gallery carries 
cotton bathmats and spa quality 
towels, a wide variety of table linens, 
bedding, jute carpets and mats, 
quality dishes and glassware, pottery, 
local artwork, and locally made wood 
furniture. “I am particularly proud 

to offer my son Brodie Whitney’s 
beautifully crafted rustic furniture. 
The focal point of the shop is a 
wonderful driftwood bed which 
has to be seen and touched to be 
appreciated. It is a work of art!” 
she says.

At the grand opening on 
Saturday, August 16, there will 
be music in the morning with 
Merryweather, discounts storewide, 
and refreshments.

“We look forward to serving the 
local community for many years to 
come,” said Blanche.

New home décor store in Kaslo to hold grand opening

Award-winning photographer Jim Lawrence opened his home and studio to visitors 
the weekend of July 26 and 27 for the Open Studio Artists Tour of North Kootenay 

Lake. Sponsored by the North Kootenay Lake Arts Council, the tour included 
studios in Queen’s Bay, Kaslo, Cooper Creek, Argenta and Johnson’s Landing.

Artist Kathleen Pemberton opened the studio she shares with renowned 
Kootenay colourist John Cooper to visitors for the Open Studio Artists Tour of 

North Kootenay Lake the weekend of July 26 and 27.

submitted
The Hidden Garden Gallery in 

New Denver has begun its August 
schedule with a wonderful show 
by Linda Dixon of Nakusp. Her 
fantastic textiles filled the gallery with 
brilliance and joyful abandon. Linda’s 
work can be seen at the Friday Market 
for that ‘must-have’ pillow. 

Hidden Garden Gallery features textile art, photography, sculpture
On August 13, Juscha Grunther 

and Madeleine McCarthy present 
Lumescence, a photographic exhibition 
with prints inspired by the beauty 
that surrounds us. This will be their 
first showing at the Hidden Garden 
Gallery. The opening reception will 
take place on Thursday August 14 
at 7 pm with special guests from the 

Valhalla Summer School of Music. 
Also on display will be Madeleine’s 
marvellous bird (or squirrel) feeder 
creations through August 18. 

The Gallery welcomes Lorna 
Obermayr back from August 20-25 
for Jewelry as Event. Obermayr, a 
well-known member of the area arts 
community, has periodically returned 
to the creation of jewelry since her 
grad school years. An opening with 
music by Jeremy Down will happen 
on Friday, August 22. Since her WWII 
days as a welder, Obermayr has been 
fascinated by “melting metal and 
sticking it together to make something 
else.” Although she works primarily 

in sterling silver and semi-precious 
stones, this exhibit includes iron 
wire, copper, beach stones and found 
objects. 

“The idea of jewelry being only 
gold and precious stones is not my 
philosophy,” says Obermayr. “Jewelry 
is anything we decide is adornment: 
safety pins, nose rings, iron wire, 
driftwood or rocks. We make it 
precious.” 

To complete the August cycle 
the gallery presents Rabi’a Gonzalez 
and her fanciful sculptural work 
from August 27 until September 1. 
An opening reception will be held 
Thursday, August 28, 7 pm with 

music by the CBC Trio. Her current 
presentation, Works of Passion, 
consists of eight sizable sculptural 
pieces, as well as some mirrors, 
photos, and an assortment of playful 
clay pieces. Representing about 
a year’s worth of work, it will be 
Rabi’a’s fourth show at Hidden 
Garden in as many years.

“I’m moving along and I like 
where I’m going. I’m using a lot of 
glass in my mosaics now, but I’m also 
diverging from my mosaic work,” 
says Rabi’a. “I’m doing sculpture 
using ceramic, glass and steel. I love 
finding those bits of twisted, rusty 
steel.” 

RCMP bust grow-op 
linked to organized crime

Approximately 1,000 marijuana 
plants and a quantity of dried 
marijuana bud were seized from an 
extensive indoor/outdoor marijuana 
grow operation at a property located 
south of Slocan City. After a lengthy 
investigation, Slocan Lake RCMP, 
with the assistance of Castlegar and 
Nelson RCMP, executed a search 
warrant at the residence on August 9.

One adult male was arrested 

Notes from the RCMP
THE FOLLOWING ARE FROM PRESS RELEASES AND MAY HAVE BEEN EDITED

on site and has now been charged 
with production of a controlled 
substance as well as possession of a 
controlled substance for the purpose 
of trafficking. This individual was 
involved in the transportation of 
marijuana in Grand Forks earlier this 
year. He was under court imposed 

conditions not to possess firearms, 
explosives or ammunition, and to 
reside in Vancouver. Police found on 
the property a cache of ammunition 
as well as a quantity of oilfield 
blasting caps, and have been able 
to link this operation to organized 
crime. The investigation continues.

The first week of the Valhalla Summer School of Music ended with the Suzuki Valhalla Institute Repertoire Concert.
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Support the Valley Voice, 
your locally-owned, 

independent Community 
newspaper!

Buy a voluntary subscription, 
only $10-$30 per year

SILVERTON BUILDING SUPPLIES
216 Lake Avenue, Silverton

Phone: 358-2293
Toll-free: 1-800-332-0588
sbs@silvertonbuilding.ca

New! Just In
3 pallets Ceramic tile 12.5” x 12.5”
Mountain Series 3 GREAT Colours  

Reg. $3.26 ea.  Sale $1.92 ea.

Also now stocking
4’ x 8’ x 1/2” GreenEBoard “Backer Board”
Installs with conventional fasteners and can be scored and 
snapped with a regular utility knife. GreenEBoard is non-
nutrient for mold and mildew without chemicals. GreenEBoard 
will not warp, swell delaminate or disintegrate when exposed 
to moisture. In addition to using GreenEBoard as a tile 
backer for walls and floors, it can also be used for exterior 
applications where structural strength is not required.

Reg. $47.85  Sale $39.95

by Jan McMurray
Slocan Park resident Peter Kabel 

has announced that he will run 
for Area H director during the 
November civic elections.

“Times and attitudes are changing 
fast in Area H. The residents need 
someone who will represent them 
in a responsible and ethical manner 
to the RDCK and other government 
institutions. I believe I can be that 
person,” says Kabel.

Kabel moved to the Slocan 
Valley in 1988 with his wife and son 
to work for West Kootenay Power, 
now FortisBC. He is still with the 
company, working as project leader 
in the generation department.

Kabel was one of the founding 
directors of the Slocan Valley 
Heritage Trail Society and currently 

sits on the board of directors of the 
Slocan Valley Co-op. He is also 
president of the Storbo Water Users 
Society. He has been involved in 
amateur sports, coaching minor 
hockey in Nelson for three years.

“Also, I think I’m on the board of 
the Slocan Valley TV Society, but I’ll 
have to get back to you on that one,” 
he says. Kabel was elected to the TV 
Society board at an extraordinary 
general meeting last fall, when two 
board members were removed for 
misconduct. The matter is currently 
before the courts.

If Kabel is elected, he says he 
would like to create an atmosphere of 
respect – “respect for the environment 
that surrounds us all and respect 
for different views, priorities and 
values.” He says he would also 

encourage “the silent majority” and 
the youth to become more involved 
in community issues.

“I’d like to create opportunities 
and alternatives for our community,” 
he concluded.

Peter Kabel to run for Area H director

Peter Kabel will run for Area H Director.

submitted
On Saturday, August 23 the 

Vallican Whole Community Centre 
is hosting a celebration of all of us 
and of local abundance. At 10 am, 
the 100 Mile Market/Bazaar opens, 
featuring locally produced preserves, 
fruits, flowers and veggies from your 
neighbours’ farms and gardens, a 
medley of music, a variety of fine 
crafts and creations, and a chance to 
make beautiful art in the company of 
others.

This is an opportunity to find out 
what we have all been up to over the 
summer, share each other’s company, 
and benefit from one another’s 
productivity. The lively day will turn 
into a scrumptious evening, as family 
and friends return for the 100-Mile 
Potluck. Craig the Rec Guy’s take 
on this phenomenon is “What grows 
around, comes around.” The food 
you have gathered and prepared will 
be set out between 5 and 6 pm, after 
which everyone will feast and visit. 
It’s another opportunity to remember 

why we live here.
In keeping with the local theme, 

Nelson Brewery products will be 
available throughout the dinner. 
Organizers are also trying to obtain 
wine from Columbia Gardens near 
Trail.

Throughout the day people will be 
getting together to fashion imaginative 
artworks to festoon the hall and 
celebrate their creative spirit. Monica 
Carpendale and the Art Therapy folks 

August abundance to be celebrated at the Vallican Whole
will be working and playing together 
with anyone who wants to join them 
with paint, fabric, paper, and sheer 
joy.

Music will be woven throughout 
the day and evening, thanks to Olin 
McKay and Bo Conlan and other 
friends who have agreed to ply us with 
music to move the soul. A few surprises 
may be in the works, as plotting is afoot 
to encourage ‘spontaneous’ gathering 
and re-gathering of musical folks from 

both near and far. If you want to join 
in, feel free to bring your instruments 
and voice. This is one of those organic 
events so we don’t really know what 
will happen, but it will be fun.

The 100 Mile Market and Potluck 
is a community event, generated by 
all of us and reflecting the love of 
our home. If you have an excess of 
anything you have grown or produced, 
come to sell, trade or share it with your 
neighbours. If people make money, 

the organizers would appreciate a 
small vending fee. The main purpose, 
however, is for all of us to see and 
celebrate just how rich we are in the 
things that really matter.

Admission is free. Donations are 
more than welcome. To book a table 
at the market, call 250-226-7730 or 
e-mail meadow@netidea.com. You 
can also use this contact info if you 
have a great idea that would contribute 
to the event.

by Leah Main
•Council was asked to comment 

on the proposed Bosun (Harris) 
Ranch subdivision. 

The Ministry of Transportation 
sent a copy of the preliminary 
subdivision application and asked 
council to provide comments “from 
the viewpoint of your regulations 
and policies.” The property is outside 
of Village limits, so council’s only 
official interest is in fire protection, 
as the New Denver and Area Fire 
Department services the property. 

Limiting their discussion to fire 
protection issues, council members 
expressed concerned about access, 

New Denver council, July 22: Council asked to comment on Bosun Ranch subdivision
as there is only one road into 
the subdivision. They were also 
concerned about the grade of the road 
and whether the water supply would 
be adequate in the case of a fire.

The application, submitted 
to the ministry by Bosun Ranch 
Developments Inc., is for 18 
strata lots ranging in size from 
1.27 hectares to 6.53 hectares and 
serviced by septic tanks and wells. 
The company is seeking preliminary 
layout approval, which is given by 
the provincial approving officer 
at the Ministry of Transportation 
office in Nelson. The approving 
officer’s role is to make sure that the 

regulations of all interested agencies, 
i.e. IHA, Telus, BC Hydro, RDCK, 
the Village of New Denver, are 
followed. Development plans could 
change as a result of the comments 
that come back from the agencies. 
After preliminary layout approval is 
given, there are several other steps 
the developer must take.

•Council passed a resolution to 
provide fire protection to the Caron 
residence at Three Forks, following 
a request from the residents and 
recommendations from Fire Chief 
Casley.

•An application will be made 
for Community Tourism funding 

for construction of a gazebo in 
Centennial Park, and this project 
will be budgeted for in 2009. Gazebo 
plans submitted by local builder 
Norbert Duerichen and designed by 
local architect Saeed Boroumand 
were approved. The total cost of the 
project is estimated at $32,200.

•At a special meeting of council 
on July 14, council amended the 
campground policy to allow guests 
to stay for a maximum of 21 days. 
The campground caretaker has the 
discretion to allow for longer stays, 
depending on the number of available 
sites. This policy will be reviewed at 
the end of each year.

submitted
The Slocan Valley Community 

Forest (SIFCo) launched a pilot 
project this summer as one of the first 
steps in a long-term invasive plant 
strategy that will aim to control the 
spread of invasive plants in SIFCo’s 
landbase.

“Part of our mandate is to look 
at forest health issues and invasive 
plants is certainly one of them,” 
commented Lisa Farr of SIFCo.

SIFCo hired Evergreen Forest 
Services Ltd. in early July to do an 
Invasive Plant Pilot Project on the 
Trozzo Forest Service Road. “This 
pilot project was a way for us to dive 
in and get a good idea of what we are 
looking at in the long term – how 
much of a dent can a crew make in 
such a large scale challenge in just 
a few days,” said Lisa Farr, project 
coordinator.

The crew focused mainly 
on knapweed and orange and 
yellow hawkweed during the pilot 

Slocan Valley Community Forest tackles invasive plants
project. “Our next step is to do a 
comprehensive study of invasive 
plants on the landbase and get a 
clear strategy on how to address 
this problem. We also want to get a 
clear priority list. We hope to have 
this study finalized by late fall,” said 

Stephan Martineau, SIFCo’s business 
manager.

The pilot project was financed 
with the help of the Columbia Basin 
Trust.

SIFCo is also currently doing 
landscape level planning. This 

will give an overview of all the 
characteristics of the landbase, such 
as biodiversity, water, terrain stability, 
and visuals, and will guide the 
organization’s forestry operations.

For more information on SIFCo’s 
activities, call 250-226-7012. 

submitted
Want to find seasonal local 

medicinals and munchies? Rock 
out to the geological history of our 
area? Slocan Valley Recreation will 
be featuring several great outdoor 
programs for everyone in the family 
to start off their fall recreation 
season. 

Slocan Valley Recreation offers fall 
geology and edible mushroom tours 

The month begins with ethno-
botanist Michael Keefer returning 
for a fall Edible Valley Hike on 
Sunday, September 14. This year 
will feature a mid-elevation hike to 
find what treasures are waiting in the 
hills and comes complete with his 
incredible plant knowledge.

The week of September 21 begins 
and ends with rocks. On Sunday, 
Rod Luchansky leads Gemfields of 
the Slocan Valley, where you’ll see 
some of the amazing gems found 
in the area and then go to his claim 
and search for some of your own. On 
Saturday, September 27, well-known 
geologist Lesley Anderson leads 
Going on a Rock Walk where you’ll 
discover 2 billion years of history 
in a matter of hours, then visit some 

old mine sites and try your hand at 
gold panning.

The Fall Mushroom Expedition 
completes this series on Saturday, 
October 4 with biologists Tyson 
Ehler and Doug McBride helping 
you discover fall fungi such as 
chantrelles, pine and lobster 
mushrooms. Where to look, what 
to look for and maybe even a small 
meal to finish off the day.

If interested in signing up for any 
of these programs, contact Slocan 
Valley Recreation at 226-0008 or via 
email at slocanvalleyrec@netidea.
com. Space in all these programs are 
limited, so call early. The fall Leisure 
Guide will be out the week of August 
25 so grab a copy and check out 
some of the other great programs.

Read the 
Valley Voice 

online:
www.valleyvoice.ca
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THE WHOLE SCHOOL IS EXCITED 
TO WELCOME EVERYONE TO OUR 
NEW HOME
NOW ACCEPTING REGISTRATIONS 
IN ALL CLASSES, K through 7

SPACES ARE LIMITED

PLEASE PHONE 250-226-7737 IF YOU ARE INTERESTED IN 
REGISTRATION OR FOR MORE INFORMATION

Hills Garlic Fest is Coming!
September 7, 10 am - 5 pm

More garlic, more entertainment!
Kootenay Grass Company, Jeremy 

Down Band, Flydini the Magician and 
Visions Alive Puppets

Come 
join us 
for this 
great 

community 
event!

Admission: $3.00 
Children 12 & under: 

Free 

Advance tickets:
Still $2.00 - available 
at the Friday Market 
starting August 22.

Remember: No dogs please!

Steve Amsden
Exhibition and Sale of 

Recent Paintings

Apple Tree 
Sandwich Shop

August 1 - 
September 30

Main Street, New Denver

submitted by Gary Wright
Labour Day weekend may or may 

not mark the 25th or 30th anniversary 
of the Rosebery Regatta. As a third 
generation of little boat sailors 
prepares to launch their bizarre 
assortment of styrofoam, wood and/
or zucchini-hulled craft onto the 
frightened waters of Rosebery Bay, it 
is time to tell the real truth about this 
greatest of Slocan Lake race days. 
This is not that story.
Origins

Back in the mists of time (not 
so long ago) a tall drink of water 
from Edmonton – Howard Bearham 
by name – arrived in the valley. 
He brought nothing with him but 
a mysterious past, a saxophone, a 
bagful of model boats and the shirt 
on his back. Dressed like that, he 
was not allowed into any of New 
Denver’s better businesses. In an 
effort to make friends, he organized a 
really big annual race for really dinky 
model boats. This was in the days 
before satellite TV, organic wines, the 
internet or video games. Rural phone 
service was still by party line. There 
were very few things that families 
could do legally in public. Howard’s 
idea fit the bill. With help from 
the legendary Ruby Truly and the 
mythical Del Dettmar, the Rosebery 
Regatta was an instant success.

Unlike formal regattas, there were 
only two rules: 1, the Commodore 
could make up or suspend any future 
rules; and 2, no craft big enough to 
carry a live baby without sinking 

The Rosebery Regatta – a possible history
could enter. Bearham was the first 
Commodore. Ruby Truly won the 
first regatta. Little Peaceflower Mills 
was named the ‘live baby’ for the 
rules test. By the way, it is true that 
babies naturally hold their breath as 
long as they can underwater.

In those early days the back of 
the bay was full of creosoted pilings 
placed to keep the tug Iris G’s barge 
from schmucking into the boats at 
the community dock. The kids would 
make human ladders to reach the 
tops of the pilings, then somersault 
into the bay. Many of them grew up 
to be cable loggers, rock climbers, 
or recipients of long-term provincial 
disability benefits.
The Commodore’s Cup

A mickey of under-refined 
rum was given to Bearham by Del 
Dettmar (who is also famous as the 
inventor of the electronic musical 
axe) to “help see him through” the 
first competition. Bearham drank 
the rum, but gave the empty bottle 
to Truly when she won the inaugural 
race. “This is the Commodore’s 
Cup,” he is rumoured to have said 
as he handed it to her. “It is yours 
to keep for a year, but I enjoin you 
to return it refilled to be enjoyed 
by all (who are over 13) at next 
year’s race.” His injunction has been 
honoured through the years. When 
minors have won the cup, Bearham 
or various anonymous donors have 
refilled the trophy.
Some Famous Firsts

John Herrmann was the first 

contestant to be disqualified 17 years 
in a row for arriving late with his 
entry.

Michael Dorsey and Leah Main 
were the first team entry, with the first 
motorized model boat, the only entry 
to ever pull a miniature barge full of 
martinis, and the first battery-powered 
submarine to launch an unguided 
missile which released a teddy bear 
at 100 feet which then parachuted 
safely to earth. 

Gary Wright was the first 
contestant to attempt to bribe a race 
judge and the only contestant to 
unsuccessfully bribe a race judge.

Melody Scroggins was the first 
contestant to eat her entry – a partially 
hollowed-out watermelon.

Cathy McLean was the only 
caterer to slip and fall into the 
bay while delivering two trays of 
sandwiches to contestants on the dock. 
All the kids dived into the water to 
eat the sandwiches before they sank, 
nearly drowning her in the process. 
She was kept afloat by the full organza 
ball gown she was wearing at the time. 
Once a video of her predicament had 
been made, she was rescued. McLean 
later became the first photographer to 
fall into the New Denver marina when 
she walked backwards off a dock 
while taking pictures of the sky.

DJ Wright was the only contestant 
to be disqualified for swimming 
behind her model sailboat and 
illegally blowing into its sail to make 
it go faster. 

I could go on, but really…

submitted by Area H South APC
The Slocan Valley South 

Advisory Planning Commission 
(APC) is currently developing a draft 
OCP (Official Community Plan) for 
the Slocan Valley South area. This 
area extends from Springer Creek 
(excluding the Village of Slocan) 
to South Slocan. This draft will be 
presented to the community for 
further discussion and input before 
the APC makes any recommendations 
to the board of the RDCK. 

The APC invites any group or 
individual to provide input into 
this process, either in writing or in 
person. Meetings of the APC are 
open to the public. Information about 
the OCP process, along with future 
meeting dates and open houses are 
posted on the RDCK website at 
www.rdck.bc.ca.  Alternatively, 
you may also contact Monty Horton, 
Senior Planner with the RDCK @ 
352-8159 for more information.

Why prepare a community 
plan? The West Kootenays is being 
discovered as a refuge or playground 
for many urban households, and new 
development is increasingly coming 
into conflict with what residents have 
come to expect in our community. 
An OCP is one way for us to create 
a desired collective vision for the 
future and set a path that addresses 
these issues and responds to the needs 
and wishes of the community as a 
whole. Area H (Slocan Valley) is one 
of the rural areas in the RDCK that 
does not have any formal community 
vision, planning policies, or land 
use regulations. All but one area 
within the RDCK already have or 
are actively considering adoption of 
an OCP. The OCP respects individual 

Slocan Valley South APC seeking input on draft OCP
landowner rights and wishes, but is 
prepared with the broader community 
in mind, for the good of all residents 
as well as the natural environment 
that sustains us.

An OCP describes a community’s 
long-term goals and strategies 
for land use and related issues. It 
provides a framework with which 
all new developments must be 
consistent, contains policies and 
recommendations to guide future 
decisions of local governments, 
and informs the public about future 
directions of communities and 
neighbourhoods in a community. An 

OCP will also be a guide for business 
people, landowners and investors to 
assess the practical aspects of doing 
business in the Slocan Valley and to 
discover the potential of the area. 
Other levels of government will be 
encouraged to consider community 
goals when making decisions that 
impact the Slocan Valley. Service 
organizations will be able to develop 
strategies to allow them to best 
contribute to the community’s social 
fabric. 

The OCP is prepared with the 
next 20 to 50 years in mind. To 
look that far into the future, the 

plan outlines certain assumptions 
about many critical factors, such as 
increases or decreases in population 
levels; impacts to the natural 
environment; technological changes; 
service requirements; growth trends; 
climate change, etc. To ensure that 
the OCP remains relevant, it needs 
to be monitored and periodically 
updated. It is anticipated that the OCP 
will be comprehensively reviewed 
every five years. The OCP may also 
be amended periodically to address 
specific issues. A landowner can 
apply to amend the OCP and zoning 
bylaws at any time.

Finally, the plan can give a level 
of assurance and comfort to all, that 
something inconsistent with the 
plan will have a full public review 
and plan amendment before being 
allowed to proceed. This gives a 
level of predictability for residents, 
businesses and neighbouring 
municipalities as to how the RDCK 
will handle decisions in such areas as 
land use and servicing. Plans are pro-
active as well as regulatory, meaning 
that they provide structure but are also 
open to creative, desirable proposals 
that foster positive changes for the 
community.

submitted
A historical event happened 

in June for the Whole School. The 
parents and children packed up and 
moved out of the Vallican Whole, 
leaving their home of 35 years. This 
September, the Whole School opens 
at its new location in Appledale 
Hall.

This change emphasizes the most 
important premise for the school’s 
existence – that it is not a location or 
building which makes a school, but 
the children, parents, teachers and 
community. Students, parents and staff 
thank the community of Appledale 
and the Appledale Hall Society for 
their support and welcome. 

The small class sizes and lots 
of hands-on experiential learning at 
the Whole School recall times when 
children were considered essential 
to communities and had reasons to 
remain and contribute, offering their 
own unique insights, talents and 
experiences from an education that 

A new era for the Whole School begins
was geared to them as individuals. 
The school believes that communities 
without such individuals stagnate. 
Appledale has proven there is room 
for alternatives.

Classes begin September 8, with 
three full-time teachers who are 
excited to create their innovative and 
unique class spaces within a new 
home. Soon the place will be filled 
with art, colour and treasures which 
highlight and stimulate the desire to 
preserve the natural beauty of the 
Kootenays, and with creative, healthy, 
and inspired children. The Whole 
School integrates the BC curriculum 
with outdoor learning, fine arts and 
social justice. 

Very affordable tuition combined 
with the chance of offsetting portions 
of tuition with an equitable work trade 
system allows everyone access to an 
alternative education. The parents of 
the Whole are committed to finding a 
new permanent home for the school, 
fundraising with enthusiasm and an 

eye to building a legacy for all future 
families.

If you have always wanted to 
know more about us and how the 
Whole School works please phone us 
at 250-226-7737, consult our website 
at http://www.vallicanwholeschool.
com/ or email us at vallicanwhole@
netidea.com, and arrange a tour and 
meeting.

The school would like to express 
its appreciation and acknowledgement 
to one of the founding members of 
the school, Joel Harris, who passed 

away this spring. Joel never stopped 
believing in the Whole School. He 
always came into the school to read 
with our children. He loved all of the 
children from our community and 
they loved him dearly. Thanks for 
everything you did for us Joel. You 
will be truly missed.

BUYERS OF CEDAR 
& PINE POLES

Mike Casey  cell   344-8477
Offering planning, management 
and sales for Woodlot Licences 

and Private Land Owners.

P.O. Box 4, 
Brisco, B.C. V0A 1B0

Phone (250) 346-3315
Fax (250) 346-3218

TOLL FREE 1-866-346-3315

WOOD PRESERVERS LTD.
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Audience participation was part of the extremely high energy and super fun show of the Cuban band, Wil Campa con la Gran Union.

Greta Bondesson is one of the three sisters from Sweden that make up ‘Baskery,’ 
a ‘banjopunk’ band. They were a big hit, and played Friday night and Sunday.

Everybody loved Jesse Cook, Saturday night’s headliner.

Blues legend John Hammond graced 
the floating stage on Saturday.

A magician entertained kids of all 
ages at the Kaslo Jazz Fest.

Omaha and the Non-Prophets, a Nelson blues band, blew everyone away 
with the calibre of their performance.

Wow, Bettye LaVette was hot! This 62-year-old woman has a beautiful, strong 
voice and an incredible stage presence.

Kaslo Jazz, Etc. Festival brings talent from around the world
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Honey Bear 
Bakery

Summer Hours 
Tues-Sat 9:00-5:00 
Closed Sun & Mon 

311 7th Ave NW • Nakusp • 265-4633
Rear Alley Entrance

WANTED 
TO BUY: 

CEDAR AND 
PINE POLES
John Shantz

• 250-308-7941 (cell)

Please contact: Gorman 
Brothers Lumber Ltd.

250-547-9296

NAKUSP & THE ARROW LAKES

Nakusp Public 
Library 9th Annual 

Silent Auction

Come Bid on Displayed 
Items at the Library

Bidding Opens, 
Saturday, August 9th 

(During Library Hours 10-4:30)

Bids Close 4 pm 
Saturday, August 16th

Book, Bake & Rummage 
Sale, Aug 16/08 
9 am to 2 pm

50/50 Tickets Available

Benefit Dance for 
Gord Chernoff

Featuring “23 North” at 
the Nakusp Legion

Sat Aug 16th 
9:30 pm - 12:30 am

$10 per person at the door
NO MINORS

This ad sponsored by Gord Marshall 
of Royal LePage Selkirk Realty

by Jan McMurray
Upgrades to the Nakusp arena 

will go ahead, thanks to a $400,000 
grant from the provincial Towns for 
Tomorrow program.

Ida Chong, Technology, Trade 
and Economic Development Minister, 
came to Nakusp on August 6 to make 
this announcement to a crowd of 
about 40 people.

The arena will get a new ice plant 
with a heat recovery system, which 
will take heat generated from the ice 
plant and use it to heat the building 
and the water for the showers. 
The upgrade will also include the 
installation of a washroom for people 
with disabilities, solar panels and 
roof repairs.

Chong had glowing words for 
Nakusp’s mayor and council, and the 

grant applications done on behalf of 
the Village by Trevor Shephard of 
Delterra Engineering. 

Nakusp Mayor Karen Hamling 
said she was very pleased to receive 
this grant, as the arena complex 
is “the lifeline of the community” 
where important community events 
are held. “I appreciate all the work 
Minister Chong did on behalf of 
Nakusp to get the project approved,” 
she commented.

While planning for the arena 
upgrade, council’s goal was to deal 
with the capital improvements needed 
and at the same time to cut down on 

the operating costs of the building. 
The hydro bill was about $65,000 
last year, and the Village has had to 
subsidize the arena by about $50,000 
per year out of general revenues for 
the past couple of years. 

Shephard says the new ice plant 
and energy recovery system will 
go a long way to cut down on the 
power bill. The solar system will also 
help to lower power costs, and will 
provide backup power in case of an 
emergency. The arena complex is the 
emergency reception centre for the 
region, so the ability to power radios 
and cell phones during an emergency 

is crucial. 
Shephard says he is attending a 

“start-up meeting” on Monday at the 
Village, so work should get underway 
very soon.

The total project cost is $625,000. 
The grant covers $400,000. The 
Village will contribute $100,000 
from reserve funds and Area K 
Director Paul Peterson will contribute 
$125,000.

At a meeting about the state 
of the arena hosted by Nakusp 
council in February, Shephard made 
a presentation that identified three 
major problem areas: the ice plant, 

the concrete rink slab and the roof 
over the arena part of the building. 
Further investigation of the slab this 
past spring revealed that it is in fact 
in good condition. “There are minor 
cracks, but we tested it and there are 
no leaks. It’s in good condition,” 
reported Shephard. The roof will be 
repaired rather than replaced, giving 
it another 10 years, according to 
Shephard.

Towns for Tomorrow is a 
program that aims to create more 
vibrant, environmentally sustainable 
communities through improvements 
to infrastructure.

$400,000 grant announced for Nakusp arena complex

submitted
A benefit dance for Gord Chernoff 

will be held at the Nakusp Legion on 
Saturday, August 16. Come out and 
shake your booty to the sounds of 
Cassidy Wethal and 23 North from 9:30 
pm to 12:30 am and help Gord with his 

costs to stay in Toronto for another three 
months while he is recovering from his 
heart and lung transplant.

The idea for a benefit dance came 
about just a month ago, when Nakusp 
resident Gord Marshall found himself 
the successful bidder of a two-hour 

music gig at the Arrowtarian Senior 
Citizen’s Society auction. Local band 
23 North generously agreed to donate 
a gig to support the new phase of the 
Rotary Villa. In an effort to merely start 
the bidding, Marshall raised his card 
and soon found auctioneer, Sterling 

23 North to play benefit dance for Gord Chernoff
Simpson, pointing at him and shouting, 
“Sold!”

A few days later, Ken Marshall 
received a call from Gord Chernoff, 
who lived in Nakusp as a young 
boy and returned as an adult before 
moving to Kaslo. He drove logging 
truck for years until his health caused 
him to stop. Chernoff has been living 
in Toronto at his own expense while 
waiting for a heart and lung transplant. 
Ken says that Chernoff’s funds were 
getting low, as was his spirit, playing 
the waiting game.

Gord Marshall and his wife, Lee-
Anne, decided right then to make 
another donation and approached the 
Nakusp Legion about hosting a benefit 
dance for Chernoff to help with his 
expenses. The plans were already in 
motion when word came from Gord 
Chernoff. It had been 26 months of 
waiting and he was finally going in for 
his surgery! The operation took about 
11 hours and the doctors are pleased. 
Chernoff is still in recovery and it is 
anticipated that he will remain back 
east for another three months.

Admission to the benefit dance is 
$10 at the door. Additional donations 
for Gord can be made at Kootenay 
Savings Credit Union.

submitted
Arrow and Slocan Lakes 

Community Services will commence 
delivery of Skills Link beginning 
August 25 this year. The Skills Link 

Skills Link youth job program set to start up again in Nakusp
program helps youth facing barriers 
to employment develop the broad 
range of skills, knowledge, and work 
experience needed to participate and 
succeed in the job market. 

The aim of Skills Link is to 
provide an effective combination of 
employability skills enhancement 
and employment experience for 
youth making their transition to 
the workforce. Participants will 
also have the opportunity to meet 
educational and skill certification 
goals.

To qualify for Skills Link, 
participants must be between 15 and 

30 years of age, in need of assistance 
to overcome barriers to employment, 
out of school and not in receipt of 
Employment Insurance benefits.

T h e  f a c i l i t a t o r s  o f  t h e 
Skills Link program welcome 
and encourage area employers 
to consider providing valuable 
work experience placements for 
participants. Placements may include 
work exposure, job shadowing or 
formal work experience. Base wages 
for classroom and work placements 
are provided by the Skills Link 
Program and can be supplemented 
by employers, if they are able.

For more information or to 
apply, contact Outreach Employment 
Services in Nakusp 250-265-3318 or 
New Denver 250-358-2433. Skills 
Link is a Service Canada sponsored 
program that will operate until 
February 2009.

Want to contribute 
to the Valley Voice?

Why not consider a 
voluntary subscription? 

$10-$30 per year

Minister Ida Chong came to Nakusp on August 6 to hand deliver a $400,000 cheque for arena upgrades.
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Monticola Forest Ltd.  
PO Box 758   
Fruitvale, BC V0G 1L0 
eMail: monticola@monticola.ca

LOGGING CONTRACT TENDER
Almforest Timber Company Ltd.
Erie Creek Forest Reserve Ltd.

Location: 2,500 ha private land in Fruitvale area
2,500 ha private land in the Bonnington Range above Salmo

Approximate Volume: 
Almforest Timber Company Ltd.   3 blocks 4,500 m3

Erie Creek Forest Reserve Ltd.    4 blocks 3,000 m3

Harvest Method: Mixed clear cut and selective ground based 
logging

Bids: Logging cost per m3; Stump-to-Dump contractor preferred

Viewing: Erie Creek Forest Reserve Ltd. • Almforest Timber Company Ltd.
      August 28, 2008  September 5, 2008

Closing: Erie Creek Forest Reserve Ltd. • Almforest Timber Company Ltd.
      September 5, 2008  September 12, 2008

Tender Package: Contact Monticola Forest Ltd.
Tel: 250-367-9299  Fax: 250-984-0871

REWARD
The Village of Nakusp is offering a $500 reward for information 
leading to the arrest and conviction of individuals guilty of 
vandalizing fences, trees and benches along the waterfront 
walkway on the evening of August 7/8, 2008. Contact the 
RCMP at 250-265-3677 OR the Village Office at 250-265-3689. 
Anonymity guaranteed.  

by Jan McMurray
It is well known that to do our 

bit to reverse climate change, we can 
drive less and consume less energy. 
What is not so well known is that we 
can also eat less meat.

Earthsave Canada president Dave 
Way came to Nakusp on July 29 on 
a tour of the Okanagan and the West 
Kootenays with this message.

“The food issue in the context of 
climate change is not well known. 
Other things are being talked about, 
but not animal agriculture,” said Way. 
“The higher you eat on the food chain, 
the more greenhouse gases and fossil 
fuels.” 

Way’s PowerPoint presentation 
showed that the meat and dairy 
industries are heavy users of fossil 
fuels and are responsible for the 
release of many greenhouse gases 
into the atmosphere. “Raising animals 
for food is the worst culprit – it’s 
worse than transportation,” said Way, 
pointing to a 2006 United Nations 
Food and Agriculture Organization 
report. 

The report estimates that livestock 
are responsible for 18% of greenhouse 
gas emissions worldwide, and 
includes statistics on three different 
greenhouse gases. According to the 
report, the livestock sector accounts 
for 9% of human-induced carbon 
dioxide emissions, 37% of all human-
induced methane emissions, and 65% 
of human-induced nitrous oxide 
emissions. Way said that methane has 
23-25 times the global warming effect 

of carbon dioxide, and that nitrous 
oxide is “the worse greenhouse gas.” 
He said these gases were produced 
in animal agriculture mostly by the 
fermentation of manure. On a typical 
factory farm, manure goes into 
lagoons to ferment, and he related 
that there have been cases in the US 
where people downwind of these 
lagoons have died from breathing in 
the fumes.

Way also pointed out, “Our 
appetite for meat is  causing 
deforestation and loss of carbon 
dioxide absorption,” giving the 
example of illegal logging in Brazil to 
grow soy beans for Chinese pigs.

Another fact Way shared is that 
it takes six kilograms of plant protein 
to produce one kilogram of animal 
protein. “And this is a weighted 
average, so it’s 8 to 1 for cattle and 2 
to 1 for chicken,” he added.

Also, over 50% of the annual 
global grain production is fed to 
animals. In North America, it is over 
80%.

“The global shortage of food 
could be solved 14 times over by not 
feeding these animals,” he said.

A 2007 University of Chicago 
report states that a Toyota Prius 
hybrid would cut one tonne of carbon 
dioxide emissions per year. Way 
pointed out that a vegan diet would 
cut 1.5 tonnes of carbon dioxide from 
being released into the atmosphere. 
“So you can spend $30,000 on a car, 
or spend less on food and cause even 
fewer carbon dioxide emissions,” 

he said.
He listed actions people can 

take, including eating low on the 
food chain, buying locally, buying 
in season, buying organic, avoiding 
processed foods, writing letters and 
campaigning for policies that lead to 
less animal agriculture.

He said other benefits of a plant-
based diet were avoiding world 
food shortages; reducing animal 
suffering and death; decreasing 
lifestyle diseases; maintaining a 
healthy body weight.

Someone asked about the 

argument against vegetarianism that 
humans are naturally meat eaters. 
Way replied that about 300,000 years 
ago, meat was appropriate and we 
had sharp teeth and claws. “We’ve 
changed and evolved – we are not 
meant to have lots of meat. Our colon 
is so long that we can’t expel it fast 
enough – this is a suspected cause of 
colon cancer.”

In response to another question, 
he said that protein was not a big 
issue. Way has been a vegetarian for 
21 years and he says he doesn’t worry 
about protein at all. “Most people get 

Food choices affect climate change
way too much protein,” he said. 

Way donated two books to 
the Nakusp Public Library: The 
Vegetarian Manifesto (with recipes) 
by Joy Fothergill, an Earthsave 
Canada book; and Meat Market by 
Erik Marcus.

Websites with more information 
are www.fao.org, www.realclimate.
org and www.earthsave.ca.

Earthsave Canada is a non-profit 
organization that educates about 
the effects of food choices on the 
environment, personal health and 
animal compassion.

submitted
We have come up with a fun and 

colourful way for you to help support 
North Kootenay Lake Community 
Services Society (NKLCSS) as we 
embark on another year without 
adequate funding from our provincial 
government.

N K L C S S  p r o v i d e s  f r e e 
counseling services to men, women 
and children throughout Area D and 
Kaslo, as well as providing a wide 

range of programs for the under-six 
set, offered at the Family Centre 
in Kaslo and at the Lardeau Valley 
Community Centre in Meadow 
Creek.

The ‘Have a Heart’ campaign 
is a heartfelt initiative which gives 
back to everyone who buys a heart. 
We have 100 wooden hearts that 
have been cut out and primed with 
grey exterior paint that await your 
artistic touch. For $20 you can paint 

submitted
According to the Canadian 

Union of Postal Workers (CUPW), 
the federal government is conducting 
an almost secret review of Canada 
Post that will determine the future 
of the postal service in this country. 
Although it describes itself as 
limited in scope, the Canada Post 
Corporation Strategic Review 
(CPCSR) has a very broad mandate. 
It will be examining such questions 
as: what is universal postal service, 
who should provide these services, 
and should the letter market be open 
to competition?

“I am very concerned that the 
outcome of this review could lead 

Atamanenko says no to postal deregulation
to deregulation of postal services. 
Based on information from the few 
countries that have gone in this 
direction, I have no doubt that the 
result would be higher prices and 
reduced service, especially in rural 
areas like ours where postal services 
are more costly to provide,” said 
Alex Atamanenko, NDP MP for BC 
Southern Interior. 

The deadline for submissions 
to the CPCSR is September 2. 
According to information on the 
Canada Post website, “Canadians 
are encouraged to provide written 
submissions to the panel by mail 
or e-mail, or though the following 
website: www.cpcstrategicreview.

ca.”
“This review is taking place 

during the summer months when 
Canadians may not even realize that 
it’s underway, much less take the 
time to make a submission regarding 
a service upon which we all depend,” 
Atamanenko said. “I urge everyone 
who shares my concern to make a 
submission to the review panel and 
let this government know that postal 
deregulation is not acceptable.” 

For more information, please 
contact Alex Atamanenko, MP 
1-800-667-2393. For more about 
the “Say no to postal deregulation” 
campaign by CUPW go to: www.
publicpostoffice.ca

Have a Heart campaign to raise funds for much-needed services
a heart (or have one of our volunteers 
paint it for you) and have it put up 
on the Kaslo Community Garden 
fence. These hearts then become a 
testament to your support and will 
have the added benefit of helping 
prevent the deer from jumping into 
the metal mesh. A tax receipt will be 
issued for your contribution.

Watch for our ‘Have a Heart’ 
table at the Saturday Market between 
now and Saturday, September 20. 

submitted
Longtime city worker and 

labour activist Bev LaPointe has 
confirmed that she is seeking the 
New Democratic Party nomination 
for Nelson - Creston, currently held 
by MLA Corky Evans.

As an NDP candidate for 
Nelson-Creston, LaPointe says she 
would be a forceful advocate for 
the environment and in building 
sustainable communities through 
support for families and the local 
economy, advocating for better 
housing, maintaining community 

LaPointe seeks NDP nomination for Nelson-Creston
resources, and encouraging growth 
of local food production.

LaPointe has served the Nelson 
area for nearly three decades as a 
municipal worker and since 2005 has 
advocated for workers and community 
services throughout the province in 
her capacity as general vice-president 
for the BC division of the Canadian 
Union of Public Employees (CUPE), 
BC’s largest public sector union.

Among her many progressive 
involvements, LaPointe is chair of 
CUPE BC’s environment committee, 
a member of the board of directors for 

Toxic-Free Canada, chair of the board 
for the Kootenay Career Development 
Society, and a member of the NDP’s 
provincial women’s rights committee. 
Through her activism, she has also 
successfully negotiated numerous 
collective agreements with local 
governments in the region, including 
the Village of Kaslo, City of Nelson 
and the Nelson Municipal Library—
agreements that include summer 
student jobs, retired worker benefits, 
wages and health care benefits. In 
2004, she received an honourable 
mention from Kootenay Co-op 
Radio for excellence in participatory 
democracy and outstanding public 
process for her leadership in the high 
profile ‘Strong Communities’ public 
campaign aimed at maintaining public 
ownership of Nelson’s services.

Bev says it would be a privilege 
to follow in the footsteps of 
Corky Evans, the veteran MLA 
and former NDP cabinet minister 
who has announced that he will 
not be seeking re-election. “Corky 
has represented this community so 
well and for so many years with 
his passion, his principles, and his 
strong connection to the people,” she 
says. “He understands what makes 
communities work. In seeking this 
nomination, I hope to continue his 
fine example.”CBT Community Liaison Lynda Lafleur presents John Chernoff and Harry 

Perepolkin from the Hills Community Doukhobor Society with a $10,000 cheque 
to replace the flooring in the historic schoolhouse in Hills. 
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Thank you 
Valley Voice
The only newspaper that 

tells us what is going on in 
the Kaslo area. The only 
newspaper that gives us a 

chance to say what we think 
about it, free of charge, in 
Voices from the Valleys.

Paid advertisement by Jane Lynch 
in support of the Valley Voice

Kaslo & 
District 
Community 
Forest 
Quarterly Update:  
April, May, & 
June/2008

Annual General 
Meeting

The April 16th AGM went 
very well. So many people bought/
renewed their memberships (231 
voters) that the meeting couldn’t 
start until 7:30. The meeting itself 
was very calm and civil. Slightly 
more than half the voters just came 
in, voted, and left. That left about 
100 people at the meeting. The 
society’s by-laws were overhauled. 
The members present voted to: 

• retain the two appointed 
board positions

• continue with the policy of 
allowing only in-person voting 
for directors

New Board
T h e  n e w  B o a r d  o f 

D i r e c t o r s  c o n s i s t s  o f : 
Steve Anderson (newly elected,  
has been on the Board previously) 
Stan Baker (continuing, re-elected) 
Tom Duchastel (newly elected) 
Steve Fawcett (continuing, 
a p p o i n t e d  b y  R D C K ) 
Bruce Freeman (newly elected) 
Greg Lay, RPF (newly elected, 
has been on the Board previously) 
P a t  M a c k l e  ( c o n t i n u i n g , 
t e r m  e x p i r e s  n e x t  y e a r ) 
Rob Mitchell, RPF (continuing, 
appointed by Village of Kaslo) 
Brodie Whitney (continuing, 

term expires next year) [RPF = 
Registered Professional Forester]

Board Priorities
The new board held an 

informal introductory meeting 
and talked about priorities for the 
coming year.  Two priorities that 
emerged were:

1)  working towards getting 
two years ahead in the planning 
and layout of cut blocks, and one 
year ahead in road building.

2)  keeping a close eye on the 
society’s finances, due to the poor 
market conditions for sawlogs and 
lumber.

Forest Stewardship 
Plan:

The Forest Stewardship Plan 
is our “Five-Year Plan” stating 
how we plan to work in the forest.  
Only after the FSP is approved 
can we apply for cutting permits.  
An “open house” period was 
held for the public to view our 
draft FSP.  Several comments 
were received from the public.  
After the draft was submitted, the 
Ministry of Forests made further 
comments and requests.  Those 
have been dealt with, and we’re 
now looking forward to having 
our FSP approved so that we can 
get on with logging plans.

Community Wildfire 
Interface:

We take wildfire abatement 
planning very seriously.  
Director Greg Lay has 
been appointed by the 
board to be our liaison to 
other regional wildfire 
groups and associations.   
KDCFS was added to 
the wildfire stakeholder 
group in the Kaslo area.  
Our Forest Fire Prepar-
edness plan has been 
submitted to the SE Fire 
centre.
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New items are arriving daily... 
Come see our unique selection 
of hand-crafted goods from 
across Canada and 
around the world!

submitted
The Lardeau Valley Historical 

Society (LVHS) is creating an 
interactive and dynamic display to 
chronicle the history of the Duncan 
Dam and its effects on the natural 
and human landscape. This mixed 
media presentation will combine 
historical resources, photos, personal 
recollections, and artifacts that will 
document the rich natural and human 
history of the Duncan River Valleys. 
The presentation will be available 
for viewing next spring at the LVHS 
Museum and is a lead-up to the 50th 
anniversary of the Columbia River 
Treaty.

The LVHS is requesting any 
information, stories, artifacts, photos 
or thoughts from those connected 
to the Duncan River Valley or 
the Duncan Dam. Any pertinent 
information, photos or artifacts will 
be added to the interactive display. 
Anyone interested is asked to contact 
Fraser Bonner at museum.lvhs@

Lardeau Valley Historical Society creating Duncan Dam historical display
gmail.com, or 366-4375 (Sunday 
or Monday), or please drop by the 
LVHS Museum located just east of 
the Lardeau Valley Community Hall 
in Meadow Creek Saturday-Monday 
throughout August.

On September 16, 1964 a treaty 
was signed on the Blaine, Washington-
Douglas, BC international boundary 
that resulted in a significant change 
in the landscape of the Duncan 
River Valley. Signed by Prime 
Minister Lester Pearson, Premier 
WAC Bennett, and President Lyndon 
Johnson, the Columbia River Treaty 
was the international solution to 
control the flow of the Columbia 
River. By creating storage reservoirs 
in Canada, within the upper reaches 
of the Columbia Basin, the flow of 
the Columbia would be regulated, 
providing flood control and the 
means for maximizing hydroelectric 
production. 

As  a  resul t ,  the  Duncan, 
Keenleyside, and Mica Dams were 

built to allow for the storage of 19 
trillion cubic metres of water. Declared 
operational on July 31, 1967, the 
Duncan Dam was the first of the 
three treaty dams to be completed. By 
flooding the Duncan (or Howser) Lake 
basin, the dam created the 75.1 square 
km Duncan Lake reservoir to allow for 
the storage of 1.7 trillion cubic metres 
of water. This resulted in great change 
in the natural and human landscape of 
the Duncan River Valley.

Included within the Columbia 
River Treaty is the right, by either 
nation, to terminate the treaty after 
60 years (2024), provided there is 
10 years notice (2014). Before the 
50th anniversary, a decision must be 
made regarding the Columbia River 
Treaty.

The Kaslo Area Youth Council recently participated in the Central Kootenay 
Invasive Plant Committee’s “Communities Pulling Together” program. They 
spent a few hours pulling Scotch broom at Kaslo Bay and were awarded a 
$250 honourarium as well as refreshments and gifts. For more information 

about the program, visit kootenayweeds.com.

by Jan McMurray
The remediation work at the 

former Cork-Province mine site 
on the banks of Keen Creek at 
South Fork near Kaslo is going well 
and is on schedule, according to 
Gregg Stewart of the Crown Land 
Restoration Branch of the Ministry 
of Agriculture and Lands.

Work to contain the tailings 
started June 17 and is expected to 
be completed by October. After that, 
there will be long-term monitoring 
of the site.

Stewart explained that the tailings 
had not caused any contamination 
of the creek, but the potential for 
contamination was what made the 
ministry identify this as a priority 
site for remediation.

Cork-Province mine remediation work underway
“The tailings had been piled 

up on the edge of Keen Creek 
on a steep angle of repose, with 
unstable wooden cribbing intended 
to retain the mass – but it was 
looking like it was beginning to 
fail,” explained Stewart. “Keen 
Creek is the secondary water source 
for Kaslo, so this is a precautionary 
action to ensure that the local water 
supply isn’t impacted.”

Quantum Environmental Group 
out of Burnaby is the contractor on 
site doing the work. SRK Consulting 
Engineers out of Vancouver did 
the engineering design work, and 
SNC Lavelin, formerly Morrow 
Environmental Consultants, is 
providing project management 
services.

Geoff Sinnett from the Crown 
Land Restoration Branch described 
the work being done on site. The 
tailings will be excavated and 
moved away from Keen Creek, 
but still within the former mine 
site boundaries. These tailings are 
being placed into an ‘engineered 
repository,’ which is a structure made 
of soil and till that is sourced from 
near the site.

Sinnett says testing has shown 
that the tailings will be secure if the 
repository is built by excavating 
into the ground to a depth of 
approximately three metres. The 
tailings will be placed into this 
excavated hole and mounded above 
the ground surface. A compacted 
berm is under construction and will 

surround the tailings on three sides to 
provide additional support. Finally, 
a soil cover will be placed over top 
of the tailings and the area will be 
re-vegetated.

Sinnett says the “worst case 
estimate” is that 55,000 cubic metres 
of tailings need to be moved, but 
the final volume won’t be known 
until further along into the project. 
For general visual reference, 55,000 
cubic metres of tailings is equivalent 
to a football field filled to a height of 
about 10 metres. However, Sinnett 
reminded that a large percentage of 
those tailings will be placed below 
the ground surface, and said that the 
final size of the repository is not yet 
known.

S i t e  r e - v e g e t a t i o n  w i l l 
be  comple ted  by  Quan tum 
Environmental. The contractor for 
the long-term monitoring of the site 
has not yet been determined.

The site was also a cyanide drum 
disposal site. Stewart reported that 
the drums will be removed and taken 
to an approved disposal facility.

The Cork-Province mine 
operated from 1900-1966 and 
produced zinc, cadmium, gold and 
silver. Contaminants include lead, 
arsenic and zinc.

CORNUCOPIA
“The Natural Choice”

More than just a health food store
• groceries

• biodegradable & compostable picnic supplies
• excellent selection of organic products

• nutritional snacks and beverages
• fresh BC produce

353-2594 • 422 Front Street
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Get outta town
with 

Peter 
roulston

AnotHer SAtiSFieD CuStomer!
“We spent our honeymoon in the Kootenays but had some 

bicycle problems – and arguments – while in New Denver. 
Thank goodness we found this cute little home-based bicycle 
shop and the owner, Peter, had us fixed up and happily riding 
again in no time! He was quick and efficient and informative 
and his place was so tidy. The Bicycle Hospital saved our 
holiday and also our marriage.”

Touring Kootenay 
Lake’s south arm

Right off the bat I’ve got to confess 
that there are times when I’ll drive 
somewhere but describe the route as a 
bicycle trip, and at times I’ve been out 
in my motorboat and have discovered 
an incredible kayaking opportunity. 
Whatever your mode of mobility, you 
mainly just have to be observant and a 
little inquisitive while you’re out.

One of my first impressions of the 
West Kootenays was driving up the 
east shore of Kootenay Lake in 1974, 
amazed at the sheer size of it and the 
spectacular views across it from the 
many pullouts along Hwy 3A. Over 
the years since then, I’ve sampled a 
bit of it in kayaks and canoes, but the 
major southern portion was always out 
of reach.

So last week I hauled my older 
motorboat down to the excellent boat 
ramp at Kokanee Park on the West Arm 

near Nelson for three days of exploring 
and boat camping, but really no paddling 
to speak of. Kokanee Park has a great 
boat launch and free overnight parking, 
too. My route was out the West Arm 
to the main lake, then south to Midge 
Creek marine park and back up the 
east shore to the ferry landing and then 
across, a distance of about 120 km.

Being used to the relative quiet of 
Slocan Lake, I found the boat traffic to 
get somewhat distracting at times with 
more craft out there, and way bigger 
craft, including the massive Osprey 
2000 ferry, which was docking as I 
motored out past Balfour. There are lots 
of docks, wharves, floats and deluxe 
waterfront homes to admire and critique 
on both shores but soon I got to the main 
lake and the shore dropped far away. 
Pleasure boat and play boat traffic soon 
faded out but there are some serious 
fishing cruisers that go far afield.

The west side of Kootenay Lake 
remains quite wild and extremely rugged 
with hundreds of rocky outcrops and 
numerous pocket beaches and shallow 
coves. There is a railroad that runs only 
20 metres or so above the lake level all 
the way down, and at some places the 
rails cling to narrow ledges blasted from 
the sheer rock faces. Seems to be just the 

one train mid morning, and another each 
evening so sleeping beside the tracks 
isn’t all that bad after all…

I’ve sorta gutted the interior of my 
boat to allow for sleeping and camping 
right on board which cuts down on bug 
problems and critters in the dead of 
night. There’s room for a tiny two man 
tent if it rains; otherwise you enjoy the 
stars and evening breezes. Big lakes 
seem to have random ripples and odd 
sets of waves passing throughout even 
calm nights and the mild rocking of a 
smaller boat is really very soothing. 
With a good anchor set and tag line 
running to a tree or rock on shore, things 
are fairly secure through the night.

There are a couple of superb marine 
provincial parks at Drewry Point and 
also Midge Creek and fantastic sandy 

beaches with dramatic rock features. 
These water access sites have tables, 
firepits, outhouses and plenty of tent 
sites. I’m not sure if camping fees are 
levied, but the places are well kept and 
very tidy. These parks are likely about 
six to eight hours kayak time from 
Balfour or Queen’s Bay. Paddling across 
the lake from around Sanca would be 
under two hours.

The second day I did cross the lake 
to Sanca on the east shore and cruised 
slowly north and saw all kinds of 
beaches and coves that are not apparent 
from the highway above. There are also 
some really stunning waterfront dream 
homes and several small marinas and 
new developments as more folks choose 
to settle down here. Boat activity is 
evident but not excessive and of course 

after Labour Day weekend things drop 
right off anyhow.

I ended up at Pilot Point Marine 
Park that night and found another fine 
little cove. The last day I puttered up 
to Powerline Beach right after the 
Kootenay Bay ferry port and crossed 
to the west side again at Coffee Creek 
where the Forest Service has a rustic 
site adjoining the little beach. I got 
back to the ramp at Kokanee by mid 
afternoon feeling like I’d taken a south 
seas holiday on this beautiful inland 
waterway. The weather had been perfect, 
the eagles and osprey numerous, and the 
memories beaconing me back.

Peter Roulston owns the Bicycle 
Hospital in New Denver and has spent 
most of the spring and summer floating 
around. 250-358-2133.

Loving 
Segregated Funds

In the last year or so the stock 
markets around the world have been very 
volatile, leaving many investors with a 
portfolio performance that is negative. 
The ups and downs of a stock market 
are nothing new but when it appears 
like so many geographic regions and 
stock market sectors are heading down, 
it becomes more noticeable. So if you 
are feeling a little nervous about your 
investments, you are not alone. You may 
however, still bump into people who 
really don’t care what happens in the 
markets because they have investments 
called segregated funds.

A segregated fund is virtually the same 
as a mutual fund except it is issued through 
an insurance company. Since insurance 
companies are all about safety and security, 
they have added a number of features to 
their investment offerings that enhance the 
security for an investor. The classic features 
are that your principle is guaranteed not to be 
less than what you started with after ten years 

or at your death. This is further enhanced by 
allowing the investor to watch for gains in 
their investments and using a “reset option” 
to lock in that higher value. You can usually 
trigger a “lock-in” a couple of times per 
year making the new higher value your new 
guaranteed investment amount. While this is 
a nice feature, most people realize that in ten 
years their money will most certainly grow. 
This is one reason why in the last few years 
segregated funds have added even more 
features that make this type of investment 
product more attractive.

There are segregated funds that allow 
you to receive either the return of the 
principle amount after ten years or a 
four percent rate of return. The fund can 
be invested in anything from high risk 
investments to blue chip companies to 
bonds. The end result is investors, at the 
very least, will receive a guaranteed four 
percent with the bonus of still participating 
in the markets. Previous to this, you either 
put your money in a GIC – and while your 
investment return was guaranteed – you 
still missed out on the growth opportunities 
during good equity market years. This new 
feature allows you to get both.

Another option available is more 
focused on making sure your income in 
retirement will be safe and growing. You can 
have an investment that is very aggressive 
and also guarantee that each year your 
income will increase by five percent. In a 

three year period, if the average market rate 
is higher, you will receive the higher rate. 
The income is also guaranteed never to run 
out as long as you live. This is similar to an 
annuity, however with an annuity you are 
locked into the rate of return and the income 
can never change. With this new product, 
you will get the chance for higher returns, 
be able to change the amount of income you 
receive and take lump sums at any time.

The only issue with segregated funds is 
that traditionally their management expense 
costs have been a bit more than an equivalent 
mutual fund. So clients had to determine if 
the safety net was worth the added expense. 
This too has been changing in the last 
couple of years with insurance companies 
dropping their fees to be more competitive. 
It is possible now to have a segregated fund 
with a lower management expense ratio than 
some mutual funds.

With the baby boomers wanting to 
retire, but not willing to put their money in 
low-return GICs but also not wanting to lose 
their money in the stock markets, the new 
breed of segregated funds makes a lot of 
sense. Now you know why some people are 
so calm, enjoying the summer and drinking 
their margaritas when it seems like the rest 
of the world is falling apart.

Collin Ludwar B.Comm CFP is 
a Certified Financial Planner with his 
company The Affolter Financial Group Inc., 
in Castlegar.

Tulaberry Farm a 
Slocan Valley success 
story in organic market 
gardening 

The goal of this column is to increase 
local demand for local food by featuring 
Slocan River Valley farmers. Funded by 
the Slocan Valley Co-op, the column is 
part of the work of the Slocan River Valley 
Farmer’s Group.

With the average age of farmers in 
British Columbia being the ripe age of 55 
years old, we need more starting farmers. 
Judi Morton doesn’t quite fit the mould, but 
she’s a young-at-heart farmer who started 
commercial gardening at age 50. “People 
thought I was nuts,” she said. She’s been 
seriously farming on Tulaberry Farm, her 
35-acre certified organic farm on Woykin 
Road in Passmore, for 10 years now.

Judi had a fulfilling career in neonatal 
nursing at BC Children’s Hospital in 
Vancouver. After retirement, she and her 
husband, Alex Berland, also a nurse, came 
back to the farm where Judi has lived off and 
on since 1968.

She is well known for her specialty crop 
– raspberries. With one-half acre of bushes, 
Judi and two other harvesters typically pick 
for five hours a day for a yield of 80 to 100 
pounds of berries each day. “You-pickers” 
also help with the harvesting.

With several varieties of raspberries, 

Judi’s harvest lasts until the hard frost in 
October. Most of her bushes are Boynes. 
“They are the gold standard,” she said. The 
oddity is that at least 50% of the Boynes 
bushes are bearing on one-year-old canes, 
which they shouldn’t do. A visiting organic 
extension agent said he had heard of this 
phenomenon from other farmers as well.

The visiting agent was impressed with 
the size and health of the raspberries, which 
Judi credits to compost with manure and grass 
clippings. “This has been an incredible berry 
year,” she said. Her harvest may reach one ton 
of berries, although with our cool spring, the 
peak harvest date was one week later.

Judi sells her raspberries in many 
delicious forms: fresh and frozen berries, 
juice, and jam. She also produces apple 
juice and other fresh fruits and vegetables. 
She mostly sells at the Hall Street Farmer’s 
Market in Nelson on Wednesdays. “Green 
beans and fresh raspberries are the most 
popular,” she said, “I never go home with any 
green beans.” Fresh and frozen raspberries 
are sold at Evergreen Natural Foods in 
Crescent Valley.

Judi also grows tayberries, which 
are a cross between red raspberries and 
blackberries. “They taste like citrus,” she 
said, “like ripe pink grapefruit.” Next year, 
she plans to make tayberry syrup and plant 
blackberries and blueberries as well.

Her farming is financially lucrative 
because she processes some of her crops 

for “value-added” prices. With a steam 
juicer, she produces and then sells straight 
juice or juice concentrate to the tune of 
$1,000 per month. She also sells four to 
six cases of jam per week at the market. 
Flavours include raspberry, raspberry/plum, 
strawberry, apricot, and gooseberry. She 
also makes raspberry jelly and crabapple/
raspberry jelly.

Judi loves being a farmer because she 
loves being outdoors. “I’m outside all day 
long,” she said. She likes knowing what the 
moon is doing, feeling the wind on her face, 
and watching the birds. She said the ravens 
circle and talk to her, and she’s learned to call 
the barred owls.

“It was exciting to watch this place 
come alive,” she said. As the farm grew, there 
were more butterflies, bees, and ladybugs. 
“As the farm productivity went up, so did 
the ecological biodiversity,” she said with 
satisfaction.

In her spare time, Judi gives canning 
workshops. In the winter, she and Alex travel 
to Bangladesh to teach nursing.

As for the future of agriculture in the 
Valley, Judi believes every empty field should 
have a beef cow in it. “It breaks my heart to 
see fields going back to forest; it takes so 
much work to clear land,” she said, “Valley-
grown [food] is very precious.”

Virginia Rasch lives and gardens in 
Passmore and is a member of the Slocan 
River Valley Farmer’s Group.
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CLASSiFieDS Continue 
on PAGe 22.

Fern’s
Now delivering to New Denver 

& Silverton on Saturdays!
Call me and we can arrange anything!
KASLo: Phone/Fax: 1-250-353-7474

WEST KOOTENAY
MACHINE SHOP

915 Front Street
Nelson, BC V1L 4C1
(Railway Side Access)

General Machining
Parts Repaired or 

Remanufactured

Shop Phone/Fax
250-352-2123

Dave Smith     Owner/Machinist

Slocan Auto &
Truck Repairs

24 hour towing 
BCAA, Slocan, BC  

355-2632

111 Mcdonald Drive, Nelson, BC
ph 250-352-3191

sales@mainjet.ca • www.mainjet.ca

NAKUSP GLASS
201 Broadway

265-3252
The clear choice for 
all your glass needs!

SALES & SERVICE
98 - 1st Street, Nakusp • 265-4911

OPEN 6 DAYS A WEEK
CHAINSAWS
• Stihl
• Husqvarna
MOWERS
• Snapper
• Toro
• Lawnboy

TRIMMERS
• Homelite
• Stihl • Toro
• Husqvarna
SMALL ENGINES
• Tecumseh
• Briggs & Stratton

AUTOMOTIVE • SMALL MOTORS • MACHINE SHOP
Caribou Service
(250) 265-3191

5549 Frontage Road
Burton, BC

24 Hr Towing and Recovery
Auto Repairs & Tires

Auto Parts

FLORIST

24 Hour towinG
1007 Hwy 23, nAKuSP

PH: 265-4577

• welding repairs • full service 
& repair • licenced technician • 

radiator repairs & service • mobile 
service available • fast, friendly 

BUSINESS DIRECTORY

and

JIM’S ATV
REPAIRS & SALES

Small Engine Repair
Jim Brodie

250-353-2124
Box 375, Kaslo, BC  V0G 1M0

INDUSTRIES
Your Friendly neighbourhood Mechanic

•Automotive Electrical Specialist  •BC Certified Mechanic
• Certified Vehicle Inspector  •Small Engine Certified

(250) 353-2800 • 8845 Hwy 31 • Kaslo

MOUNTAIN VALLEY STATION
BOTTLE DEPOT

Slocan City • 355-2245
Open MON - SAT  9-5

Your “Bottle Drive” Specialists

LAUNDROMATRECYCLING
Mark Adams

Certified General Accountant
P.O. Box 279
New Denver, BC 
V0G 1S0

BUS. 250-358-2411

ACCOUNTANT

Beside Slocan Park Service
2976 Highway 6, Slocan Park

JEWELRY
Jo’s Jewelry

Custom work and repair in 
silver and Gold, by appointment

358-2134
new denver, Goldsmith Jo-anne barClay

Nakusp   265-4406

BCAA Towing

COMPUTER

ken@palmercomputerservices.com

Palmer 
Computer 
Services

- Repairs 
- Upgrades 

- Consulting
Microsoft Certified 
Systems EngineerPhone: 355-2235

Advertise in the Valley Voice
Your locally owned, independent 

community newspaper

Personal Classified Ads 
start at $8.00

Call 358-7218 for details

AnnounCement
ROLLIE and DOT CRABBE’s 60th 
wedding anniversary party starts at 3 pm 
at the Edgewood Legion, Sat., Aug. 16. 
Barbecue at 5 pm. Potluck dessert. The 
bar will be open. No gifts, please. The 
family welcomes one and all to come 
and celebrate Rollie and Dot’s 60 years 
of marriage.

COMMUNITY EVENTS CALENDAR 
(Silverton Community Club) - A 
reminder, canvassers will be out and about 
in September. If you wish a calendar, but 
won’t be here for sign-up, you can call in 
advance to Vern 358-7283 or Ron 358-2852. 
This calendar’s photo will be selected by a 
photo contest. The winner of the contest will 
be $100 richer. Photos may be submitted to 
your canvasser or by calling Ron or Vern 
for arrangements. Contest closes October 
15, 2008. Good luck.
SLOCAN VALLEY REC’ GUIDE IS 
JUNK MAIL - If you have told your post 
office outlet you don’t want junk mail, you 
may not receive our Fall Leisure Guide. 
Guides are available at all valley stores if 
you don’t get one. SVRC 226-0008.

Automotive
SAVE MONEY ON GAS with FUEL 
FREEDOM INTERNATIONAL products. 
Increase MPG 7%-14%. Go the extra mile. 
Gas and Diesel. Reduce emissions by 75%. 
www.clearview.myffi.biz. 358-7723.

BoAt tourS
BOAT TOURS deliver scenic beauty, 
fascinating stories of the lake, land and 
local history. Up to 5 people. www.
kootenaylakeboattours.ca Toll free 1-866-
800-2267.

BuSineSS oPPortunitieS
WANT TO START YOUR OWN 
BUSINESS?  Community Futures 
offers business counselling and start-up 
information. Appointments available in 
Nakusp and New Denver. Contact Farhana 
Dumont at 265-3674, ext. 201 or email 
nakusp@futures.bc.ca.

CArD oF tHAnKS
THE FAMILY OF JACK BARQUEST 
would like to thank the many people who 
offered support and compassion during 
Jack’s illness and passing.

We would especially like to thank 
Janet Amsden, Ken and Donna Butler, Liz 
O’Neil, Dr. Diana Kelland and the New 
Denver Community Club for their amazing 
contributions to make Jack’s celebration of 
life a memorable farewell.
ON AUGUST 5, 2008, my two daughters 
and one friend were driving north of Burton 
when they were hit by a moose.  It was 
a very upsetting experience. We want to 
express our sincere thanks to everyone who 
stopped and offered their assistance. 

Unfortunately, we do not know who 
you are to thank you personally.  Thank you 
to the person who allowed them to use their 
satellite phone and refused to accept money 
for the charges we incurred. Thank you to 
the local family who allowed Pamela to use 
their telephone, again, without receiving 
payment. A big thanks to everyone who 
took charge of handling the moose, directed 
traffic, and safely moved my vehicle. 

Thank you to RCMP Constable Finn 
and your passenger. A big thanks to Jim 
at North Nakusp Towing for quickly 
responding to the scene and transporting 
my Dad back to Hills. Our apologies if we 
inadvertently missed thanking someone. It 
is great to know that in challenging times 
there are honest people who step in and 
offer assistance. 

Sandra, Pamela & Laura Morrow & 
Meagan Johnston

Castlegar
CominG eventS

THE FRIDAY MARKET happens in 
the heart of New Denver every Friday 
from 10am to 2pm. It features fresh local 
produce, herbs, flowers and a variety 
of Kootenay artisan wares. For info: 
fridaymarket@netidea.com.
WINLAW FARMER’S MARKET. 
Sundays, May 25 through October, 9:00 am 
to 3:00 pm. Spicer Centre, Hwy 6, Winlaw. 
Vendors wanted. 226-7862.

SUMMER PLAYGROUP – CHANGE 
OF LOCATION to Centennial Park. - For 
parents and children aged 0-2: Wednesdays 
10-11:30 am; and for parents and children 
aged 3-5: Thursdays 2-4 pm. From July 
16-August 21 at Centennial Park. Fun 
summer activities! Free.
100 MILE MARKET AND POTLUCK. 
Vallican Whole Community Centre. 
Saturday August 23. Market 10 am, Potluck 
5 pm. Food, crafts, music, flowers, etc. 
Vendors wanted. Call 226-7730.
AT  T H E  H I D D E N  G A R D E N 
GALLERY: On August 13 Juscha 
Grunther and Madeleine McCarthy present 
LUMESCENCE, a photographic exhibition. 
The opening reception will take place on 
Thursday August 14 at 7:00 with special 
guests from the Valhalla Summer School of 
Music. Lorna Obermayr will be back at the 
HGG for “Jewelry as Event” August 20-25. 
An opening with music by Jeremy Down 
will happen on Friday August 22.
R O S E B E R Y  P A R K L A N D S 
DEVELOPMENT SOCIETY AGM 
Sunday, Aug. 31, 2008. 12 noon. Silverton 
Gallery. Registration and membership 
opens at 10:30 am.
NAKUSP & DISTRICT FALL FAIR, 
September 13 from 9:30 am-3:30 pm, 
Nakusp auditorium. Table reservations, $25. 
Call Heather, 265-3372 (leave message).  
NELSON SUMMER READING CLUB 
2008 CLOSING CELEBRATION - Friday, 
August 15th from 2:00-3:00pm at the Victoria 
Street entrance of the Nelson Municipal 
Library. Louis Raymond of the Malicounda 
Dance Company will be here to give a West 
African Drumming workshop to kids ages 
five and up. Admission is by donation.
NELSON MARKET EVENTS: Hall Street 
Market Wednesday, August 20, 11am-1pm 
- the dynamic husband-and-wife duo of 
Morien and Ursula Jones take the stage under 
the name Heartsong. Cottonwood Market 
Saturday, August 23, 10-noon - Charlie 
Pears-Smith takes the stage. Originally from 
England, she plays a variety of songs-no 
two performances are ever the same! Noon-
2pm - Stephanie Dufresne will combine her 
dynamic, folky guitar, beautiful melodies 
and provocative, earth-conscious lyrics.

For rent
ONE BEDROOM SLOCAN CITY, 
bright, immaculate, tile/wood floors, one 
block to lake, requires references, min 8 
month lease $475.00 + utilities. Sorry N/S 
& No pets. 352-6311.

For SALe
MOUNTAIN CORAL PRODUCTS are 
available again in New Denver. Selling skin 
care bars and powdered Mountain Coral. 
Call 250-358-7171.

FounD
WEDDING RING SET and another ring 
found at Centennial Park. To claim, contact 
the Village of New Denver office. Must 
provide description. 250-358-2316.
FOUND NEAR BURTON – one package 
insulation. Claim at 265-4366.
FOUND ON HWY 6 near Summit Lake 
– high quality motorcycle pants from 
Austria. Owner may claim by identifying. 
250-358-7171.
WRISTWATCH FOUND on July 13 
near boat slip #50 at New Denver marina. 
Owner may claim by identifying. Please 
call 358-7171.

FreeBieS
OLDER VETTER FERRING (motorcycle 
part) to give away. 250-265-2140.

HeALtH
YOGA AT THE DOMES - Monday and 
Saturday mornings 9-10:30, Thursday 
Afternoons 4-5:30. Drop in $10 or $50 
package the 6th session is free. Find balance 
and relaxation through movement. Call 
Madeleine for any questions 358-2475.
FULL SPECTRUM BODY WORK 
offers deep tissue and stress reduction 
treatments in the privacy of your own 
home. For additional info and to book 
appointments please call 358-6808.
YOGA, FELDENKRAIS and THAI 
MASSAGE in Nakusp. Available for 
workshops in the West Kootenay. Nakusp 
Movement & Wellness Centre. Tyson Bartel 
265-3827.
PILATES WITH SUSAN in Nakusp 
– Discover this powerful, head to toe, 
workout for all levels. Register for beginner 
or intermediate classes. Call 265-4952.

HeLP wAnteD
HOME SUPPORT WORKER wanted 
4 hours/day weekends for disabled 
independent male. Need Care-Aide course 
or equivalent. Reply to Box 433, New 
Denver, V0G 1S0.

Business Classified Ads 
start at $10.00

Call 358-7218 for details
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• Spring Cleaning • Home Detailing 
• House Prepping • Painting

Call now for your free consultation!
265-0241

Window 
Washing 
Gutter 

Cleaning 

SOCKEYE SAWMILLS
 SLOCAN, BC
  • Custom on-site milling 
  • Timber/Lumber sales
  • Cedar posts, fencing, decking
  • Untreated landscape ties
Phone: 355-0024 • email: sockeye@telus.net

HALL LUMBER 
& BUILDING SUPPLIES

Open Mon, Tues, Wed, Fri & Sat 
10 am to 5 pm

PHone 250-269-0043
Find us at 280 Lower Inonoaklin Rd. 

Edgewood, BC

COLES RENTALS
AERATORS, HEATERS (PROPANE & ELECTRIC)

PLATE TAMPERS, JUMPING JACKS, REBAR 
BENDER JACKHAMMERS, HAMMER DRILLS, 

CONCRETE MIXERS, CONCRETE SAWS, 
TILECUTTERS, BLOCKCUTTERS, SCAFFOLDING, 
FLOOR SANDERS, FLOOR NAILERS, ROOFING 
NAILERS, FRAMING NAILERS, GENERATORS, 

WATER PUMPS, COMPRESSORS, LAWN 
TRACTORS, PRESSURE WASHERS, ROTO 

TILLER, PROPERTY PIN LOCATOR, CHIPPER/
SHREDDER, GAS POST HOLE DIGGER, 
WOODSPLITTER ...AND MUCH MORE!
PHONE 358-2632
1-888-358-2632

FOR ALL YOUR 
PROPANE NEEDS

359-7373
1-800-471-5630

Your local bulk dealer & service centre

• Ready Mix Concrete • 
• Lock Blocks • Septic Tanks •

• Drain Rock • 
• Road Crush • Sand & Gravel • 

• Dump Trucks • Excavator • 
• Crusher •

• Coloured Concrete • 
• Site Preparation •

Box 1001, Nakusp, BC, V0G 1R0
Ph. 265-4615 • 265-4328 (eves)

Lower Arrow Contracting
• Residential & Commercial 

Construction  
Property development, subdivision & services

For estimates or consultation call
Bob or Kevin (250) 269-7497

Installation and maintenance 

call Jim Berrill
(250) 359-5922

JEMS Propane Ltd.

ICF Building Products
“We provide Star Service”    

1-888-289-4731

EQUIPMENT RENTAL

HAIR
For all your painting needs

Call
nAKuSP

mAintenAnCe
Free written Quotations

265-3082 • cell: 265-1574
Email: sapietis@telus.net

Tradesman Electric
commercial • residential 

new construction • renovations
Reliable friendly service

Free Estimates Call Steve 226-7163

358-7769

AvA’s  
Hair studio

Far right entrance of the Wild Rose Restaurant in Rosebery

Tuesday to Friday 10-4 
open late Thursdays

CONSTRUCTION • HOME • GARDEN 

HEALTH
Hand & Soul Healing Centre

Chiropractor, Larry Zaleski, D.C.
Mondays & Fridays - Silverton

Every other Wednesday in Winlaw or Nakusp
Counsellor/Healing Facilitator

Sue Mistretta, M.A., CCC.
358-2177 Silverton & Winlaw

Susan L. Yurychuk • 250-358-6804
By Appointment Only • New Denver

myofascial release • deep tissue massage • relaxation massage

MASSAGE

Serving the Slocan, Arrow Lakes & 
North Kootenay Lake Valleys

1-866-355-9037
1-250-355-2790

hanspainting@telus.net

Interior painting in wintertime
* Air treated for odours & offgassing

“Offers a wide 
variety of home 

improvements...”

Interior Renovations 
& Repairs
Chris Wasiak

PO Box 972
Nakusp, BC  V0G 1R0
ph   250.265.0050
fax  250.265.0160
cell 250.265.1285
chriswasiak@telus.net

YOUR VALLEY COMFORT AND BLAZE KING DEALER 
SPECIALIZING IN WOOD/ELECTRIC, WOOD/OIL AND 

WOOD/GAS COMBINATION FURNACES
Certified • Insured

COMPLETE SALES 
SERVICE AND 
INSTALLATION

Slocan City, BC • (250) 355-0088
website: www.kootenayfurnace.com

email: kfurnace@netidea.com

www.duradek.com

Read the Valley Voice online: www.valleyvoice.ca

P&L Flooring Sales
265-9955

Locally owned & operated in Burton 
Serving the Arrow & Slocan Lakes areas

Hundreds of styles to 
choose from!!

BUSINESS DIRECTORY

Randy’s welding
& Fabricating
46 years of experience

ALL METALS • MIG, TIG
10 km South of Kaslo
250-353-2687

Crescent Bay 
Construction Ltd.
Eric Waterfield — Construction

Nakusp, BC • Ph. 250 265-3747 • Fx. 250 265-3431 
• Email cresbay@telus.net

HeLP wAnteD
THE WEST KOOTENAY TOY RUN 
ASSOCIATION is currently seeking 
both riding and non-riding volunteers for 
traffic control on the day of the run (Sept. 
7) to assist us to safely guide the 500 or 
so motorcycles through the Kootenays! If 
you are interested in volunteering/hosting 
media or others on your motorcycle or 
have something you wish to contribute or 
add to the Toy Run this year please contact 
James at 250-365-7371 or email us at toy.
run@shaw.ca.

notiCeS
F O R  I N F O R M AT I O N  O N  A A 
MEETINGS contact Therese 358-7904; 
John 265-4924; Tonio 358-7158; Dave 
353-2658; Joan 355-2805; Dan 359-7817; 
Bill 226-7705.

ServiCeS
RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL 
SEPTIC TANK CLEANING: “Serving 
the Valley” 7 days/wk, 24-hr. All-Around 
Septic Services, Don Brown (250) 354-
3644, emergency 352-5676.
ROGAN ELECTRIC  Residential, 
commercial, industrial wiring. Local 
references available. All work guaranteed. 
“We get the job done.” 353-9638.

reAL eStAte
RARE OPPORTUNITY – 10 ¾ acres 
Appledale riverfront. Organic farm and 
pasture, small charming house with many 
recent renos. On quiet road. Sunny exposure 
year-round. One of the nicest sandy beaches on 
Slocan River. Plentiful excellent water. Contact 
c.l.p.1057@gmail.com or 250-226-7155.
SMALL ACREAGE in the final stages of 
subdivision approximately 4.5 acres located 
on the ever so popular Red Mountain Road 
area. Extraordinary lake and mountain 
views, secluded for privacy. Well in place 
and road established to the building site. 
Brian Euerby, Century 21 Mountainview 
Realty 250-365-9340, mls.ca k172265.

reAL eStAte

OPEN HOUSE! 305 Nelson Ave., 
Nakusp
Come and see this spacious home with in-
law suite. Priced to sell by very motivated 
seller. Great neighbourhood. Boat may be 
included. Saturday, August 16, 2008 from 
noon to 2:00 pm

SLoCAn vALLey reCreAtion
ART CAMP WITH KARLA PEARCE 
- August 25th to 29th. Slocan Park Hall. 
Sign up by Aug. 19th.
RHYTHMIC GYMNASTICS SUMMER 
CAMP - Aug. 25th to 29th with Gisele 
Chouinard. Brent Kennedy School. Sign 
up by Aug. 19th.
POSSESSION & ACQUISTION 
LICENSE (PAL) - Sept.13th & 14th 
(Sat/Sun) Winlaw School.
CORE HUNTER TRAINING - Sept 20th 
& 21st (Sat/Sun.) Winlaw School.
EDIBLE VALLEY FALL WALK - With 
Micheal Keefer. Sun. Sept 14th. 
GEM FIELDS OF THE SLOCAN 
VALLEY - With Rod Luchansky. Sun. 
Sept 21st.
GOING ON A ROCK WALK - With 
Lesley Anderton, Sat. Sept. 27th.
FALL LEISURE GUIDE - Will be in the 
mail the week of August 21st.

226-0008 Nakusp hosted the 22nd annual Slo-Pitch tournament on the August long 
weekend, with 22 teams involved in the competition.

College students facing harsh reality of record low rental housing market
submitted

Incoming Selkirk College students 
are contacting the college for help as 
they embark on a fruitless search for 
suitable, affordable rental housing. 
According to George Penfold, Regional 
Innovation Research Chair for Rural 
Economic Development, between 2001 
& 2006 the number of rental house-
holds declined by over 8% in Central 
Kootenay and over 15% in Kootenay 
Boundary, both significantly higher 
than the provincial decline of 3.6%. 

The Silver King campus currently 
maintains a student housing list for 
students that will be attending the 
Nelson campuses, Silver King, Tenth 
Street and Kootenay School of the Arts. 
The Castlegar campus has also started a 
housing list, since the Kekuli Residence 
now has a wait list.

“We’ve been looking for a place to 
live since May,” explains the parent of a 
student enrolled in the music program, 
“I thought I could secure a place from 
Kelowna, but after making a lot of 

unsuccessful phone calls to people, 
we decided to come to Nelson and find 
something.”  

Her son and his two friends, who 
are also in the music program, have 
secured two places, staying in one place 
from August to October, then moving 
into another residence from October to 
the end of the school year.

According to longtime residents 
Glenn and Gail, providing housing 
for students has some valuable and 
interesting perks.  

“We’ve been on the Selkirk College 
housing list since 1999. We really like 
the students’ company, energy, and 
the contribution they make to our 
community,” says Gail. “They deserve 
a good place to live – somewhere that’s 
within their budget, where they can 
enjoy and pursue their studies without 
much stress. We’ve made some good 
friends throughout the years. It’s a win-
win situation for everyone.”

Castlegar, Nelson, and surrounding 
community residents who are interested 
in providing students with a place to 
live are encouraged to contact Selkirk 
College to have their name added to the 
housing list. Please call 250-352-6601 
in Nelson, 250-365-1273 in Castlegar 
or email housing@selkirk.ca. 
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Oso Renewable Energy
Buy the tools for a secure energy future

Solar, Microhydro, products and installation
Competitive prices on all your independent

Home and Business energy products
www.OsoSolar.com - Kip

250-358-2660 or 406-752-6837

 Passmore
 Laboratory Ltd.
Water Testing • Flow Measurements
CAEAL certified to test drinking water
We’re in the Valley at: 1-250-226-7339
Jennifer & Tony Yeow passlab4@netidea.com

RESTAURANT/WINE & BEER

Ann’s Natural Foods
Ann Bunka

- 358-2552 -
805 Kildare St., New Denver

• Zack Graphics & Inks •
Printer Sales ~ Discount Inkjet Cartridges
Photo Papers ~ Guaranteed Inkjet refills

eBay Marketing ~ Digitial Design

250-358-2111 • izack@telus.net
612 Josephine St. • Box 292 • New Denver, BC V0G 1S0

Beside Slocan Park Service
2976 Highway 6, Slocan Park

wine & Beer making Kits 
to satisfy all budgets!

Winlaw Brew-Op

5972 Cedar Creek Road, Winlaw • 226-7328

take-Home Kits, or Brew it with us!
Open 11:00 to 6:00 Tues. to Sat.

    Summer HourS
      7 Am - 10 Pm

QUALITY PIZZA anytime!
265-4880
Air Conditioned

93-5th Ave. Nakusp
Non-Smoking

laceNick’s

P
Seven Days a Week!

Open Tuesday - Sunday
9 am - 4 pm

Main St. New Denver 358-2381

Specialty Coffees, Teas, 
U-Brews and Kits for Home
                    • Open Every DaynAKuSP  265-4701

Slocan Village Market
Groceries, fresh produce, fresh meat, 

Agency Liquor, organic foods, 
in-store deli, in-store bakery.

Open 7 days/week, 9 am - 7 pm
Slocan, BC • ph:355-2211 • fax: 355-2216

Lemon Creek 
Lodge & Campground

Year-round facility
Licensed Restaurant
Open Thurs - Sun

5 PM - 8 PM
1-877-970-8090 tfn

www.jonesboysboats.com
Ainsworth, British Columbia

4080 Hwy 31 N
Call: 1-877-552-6287

(250) 353-2550 Fax (250) 353-2911

HARBERCRAFT

LeSter KoenemAn
Phone 265-3128 or

24-hour Fax 265-4808
Broadway St. Nakusp

Ph: 359-7111  Fax: 359-7587
www.playmorpower.com

Playmor Junction Hwy 6 & 3A
1043 Playmor

ENGINEERED WITH YOU IN MIND

Re-Awakening
Health Centre• Health Products

• Books
• Greeting Cards

320 BroADwAy St. nAKuSP  265-3188

PAuLA ConrAD
HOME: (250) 358-2707

Selkirk realty
265-3635

Free Consultation

E-mail: paulaconrad@royallepage.ca
Website: www.royallepage.ca/selkirkrealty

HuB internAtionAL 
BArton 

inSurAnCe 
BroKerS

For all your 
inSurAnCe 

needs
265-3631

1-800-665-6010

NEW DENVER  
358-2443 358-7292

Your Local Grocer

SILVERTON

The Apple Tree 
Sandwich Shop

Soup, Sandwiches & Desserts
358-2691

Mon. - Fri. 7 A.M. - 4 P.M.
Sat. 11 A.M. - 4 P.M.

 GROCERY • HEALTH FOOD

RECREATION

PROFESSIONAL SERVICES

REAL ESTATE

Advertise in the Valley Voice. It pays!!!
Call 358-7218 for details or email: valleyvoice@netidea.com

BUSINESS DIRECTORY

Pub
Opens Every Day at 12 noon

• Offsales •
2 Lakeview Patios

Lakefront rooms, Starting at $89.00
358-7929

12 Lake Ave • Silverton, BC

Legendary Meats 

Bulk - Beef, Pork, Buffalo 
and Sausage Sales

Custom Cutting & Sausage 
Making, Curing & Smoking 

of Bacons & Hams

Winter Hours: Thursdays & Fridays
9 am till 5 pm

Phone: 226-7803
2826 Hwy 6 • Slocan Park

MEAT CUTTING

WRITER/EDITOR

Colour/B&W Laser Printing/Copying • Digital Photography
Word processing • Scanning • Faxing • Binding • Laminating
CUSTOM CARDS • BROCHURES • CALENDARS • NEWSLETTERS

The best selection of photo cards of local views anywhere
1007 Josephine St. (Box 298), New Denver

Ph. 358-2435     essay@direct.ca     Fax 358-2607

Solar • Micro-Hydro • Wind

Site Assessment • Design • Installation

Jennifer Stephenson
MBA

www.jenergy.ca • info@jenergy.ca
(250) 354-3428 • 1-877-354-3428

SOLAR HOT WATER!

Tammy Peitzsche
“Your Valley Realtor”
   - Competence
   - Integrity
   - Results
Free Market Evaluation
isoldit@shaw.ca
250 365-9640

The founding members of the Arrow Lakes Environment Stewardship Society got together on August 5 to create the 
society’s constitution. Inspired by the proposed Caribou Creek independent power project, the society’s purposes are 

to preserve and promote the Arrow Lakes ecosystem and to maintain rights of access to crown lands in the region. 

After Slocan Valley Recreation was forced to cancel this year’s Poker Float due 
to inclement weather, the Wilson clan gritted their teeth and decided to take on 

the task of keeping the tradition alive. Cold winds, multiple torrential downpours, 
thunder and lightning highlighted their voyage and after four hours, six of the 

original 19 floaters managed to navigate into the calm cool water at Winlaw Park. 
“One thing I’ll say” says Slocan Valley Rec’ Guy, Craig Lawrence, “is that after 
all the years of us waiting for Ryan’s flotilla to bring up the rear of the float, I’m 
heartened to seeing them pulling in for a solid first in record time! I also want to 

thank the 20+ volunteers who were prepared to take on the task and helped share 
the weight of having to cancel this event for the first time since it started in 1992.”
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Global Gift 
Discoveries 

Inspiring 
Arts 

318  Broadway  S t .   Nakusp ,  BC   265 -3288

Specializing in goods from Central and South 
America, plus quality local arts & crafts.

submitted
Residents in the Regional 

District Central Kootenay can now 
recycle their household batteries. 
This program is a cooperative 

effort with the Battery Doctor and 
represents the latest in a series of 
Zero Waste-focused endeavours 
being sponsored by the RDCK. 

All expired household alkaline 

batteries are being accepted at any 
RDCK transfer station or landfill 
facility. Residents need only to bring 
their expired household alkaline 
batteries to any facility and place 
their items in the appropriate bin 
on site. 

“We’re very excited about this 
latest move in the right direction”, 
stated Gary Wright, the Chair of the 
RDCK Board, and Mayor of New 
Denver. “Our public has been asking 
for a way to recycle expired alkaline 
batteries for some time now. Our 
Engineering and  Environmental 
Services team has worked hard to 
make this possible. It’s a further 
demonstration of our commitment 
to achieving Zero Waste.”

Expired rechargeable household 
batteries – the maximum weight 
of each battery cannot exceed one 
kilogram – and cell phones can also 
be brought to any RDCK transfer 
station or landfill and should be 
handed to the on-site attendant 
for proper collection. All alkaline 
batteries collected will be transported 
to Toxco Inc. in Trail to be recycled 
back into useful products. 

For more information on RDCK 
resource recovery programs and 
projects please visit www.rdck.
bc.ca or contact Wendy Horan, 
Engineering and Environmental 
Services Coordinator at 250-352-
6665 or 1-800-268-7325. 

RDCK now offering recycling of household batteries

Advertise in the 
Valley Voice

Your locally owned, independent 
community newspaper


