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by Jan McMurray
MP Alex Atamanenko launched 

his national Food for Thought tour 
on August 19 at the Castle Theatre 
in Castlegar. Over 100 people 
attended. 

“As agriculture critic, this is 
one thing I feel very strongly about 
– even passionately about,” said 
Atamanenko in his opening remarks. 
He explained that the input gathered 
at the public forums during the tour, 
along with any written submissions 
received, would be presented in a 
report to the federal government. 
“The report will hopefully spark 
the development of a national food 
policy,” he said.

A panel of four prominent local 
food and farm activists addressed 
the crowd.

Sandi McCreight, co-ordinator 
of the Kootenay Food Strategy 
Society (KFSS), explained that 
KFSS was a regional group that 
wants to see more local food grown, 
produced and eaten. The society acts 
as an umbrella organization, and has 
applied for funding for the Winlaw 
Farmers Market and the Slocan 
Valley Farmers group, among others. 
She said they also work closely with 
local governments. “We have so 
much potential to be independent 
here.”

Jon Steinman, host of Kootenay 
Co-op Radio’s ‘Deconstructing 
Dinner’ show, which has been 
internationally syndicated, argued for 
more local government control when 
it comes to food and agriculture. 

“Food and water have to be 
removed from mechanisms like 
international trade agreements 
that look after sale of vehicles, 
for example,” said Steinman. 
“Food cannot be part of NAFTA 
or the Security and Prosperity 
Partnership.”

Steinman pointed out that in 
Nelson, a community very focused 
on supporting local agriculture, there 
are no local strawberries because 
local farmers cannot compete with 
the cheap imports from California. 
He also gave the example of the 
new Meat Inspection Regulation, 
which “has created criminals out of 
farmers.” The regulation was created 
in response to Mad Cow Disease, and 
obligates farmers to have their meat 
animals slaughtered at a licenced 
abattoir. He pointed out that this 
decision was made based on the 
ability to export food, which means 

nothing to us here.
Abra Brynne, who has worked in 

the field for 15 years, told about the 
plight of farmers. “They are suffering 
from the globalized food system,” 
she said, telling us about one farmer 
who cannot afford medicine for a 
life-threatening disease, another 
who has filed for bankruptcy, and 
yet another who has sold off the farm 
because he cannot make a living. 

She pointed out that society is 
unwilling to pay for the true cost of 
production. “We are all part of the 
globalized system. We contribute 
to it and endanger our farmers. We 
allow government policy that puts 
up barriers to farming and supports 
grocery chains that leave farmers 
with no choice but to take what they 
can get. We have a food system that 
is being subsidized by farmers and 
farm families.”

Bryne wants to rebuild our 
‘foodsheds’ by changing individual 
consumer habits  as  well  as 
government policies. One policy 
that needs to be changed, she said, 
was allowing farmland to be sold 
off for development. “Less than 5% 
of Canada’s land base is considered 
okay for farming, so we need to 
preserve that land base,” she said.

Another policy she wants 
changed is the support for genetically 
engineered and monoculture crops 
with heavy pesticide and fertilizer 
use.

Doug Zorn, president of Grand 
Forks Agricultural Society (GFAS), 
echoed some of the previous 
speakers’ comments and described 
some of the GFAS projects. 

“Farmers are on average over 
55 years old and if they haven’t 
given up, they sure are thinking of 
giving up. We have to get out of 
the corporate trough. We have to 
learn how to eat locally and how to 
store local food. We have to change 
how we get government assistance 
– cities get a lot more than rural 
areas. We need more control over 
manipulating monopolies. The full 
costs to health, the environment, 
and human exploitation should be 
reflected in the price of the food,” 
he said.

GFAS projects he described 
were the ‘Future Boundary Growers’ 
project, which put 450 food plants 
into local elementary schools; and 
the Boundary Poultry Co-op, where 
they encouraged local people to raise 
chickens and had Peggy Thompson 

from the Okanagan come to butcher 
them with her mobile abattoir.

Zorn suggested that we work 
together as a region and “figure out 
what is best to grow where.” He also 
suggested that we create ‘U-Can’ 
outlets for canning.

Suggestions from the public 
included a local distribution system 
so that local food can be transported 
to stores around the region; lobbying 
our local governments to allow 
backyard livestock; a tax exemption 
for garden supplies; backyard fish 
ponds; planning in rural areas to 
support preserving farmland; and 
a change in school curriculum to 
include gardening skills.

Some of the positive things 
happening on the food security front 
around the region were also noted. 
Aimee Watson, North Kootenay 
Lake Food Security Co-ordinator, 
said Kaslo was the only municipality 
with a food security co-ordinator, 
and mentioned the Lawns to Gardens 
program and the municipal Food 
Charter she initiated.

Andre Piver, key organizer of 
the Future of Food Conference 
last year, urged people to join his 
working group to implement the 
recommendations that came out of 
the conference. 

Brynne ta lked about  the 
Kootenay Mountain Grown (KMG) 

label, an initiative of the Kootenay 
Local Agriculture Society. The KMG 
label is an effort to develop a ‘brand’ 
for local food.

Steinman talked about the GE 
Free Kootenays movement, and said 
they were seeking local government 
support for this. (GE stands for 
‘genetically engineered.’)

Atamanenko concluded, “There 
is a movement and there is hope, and 
this is part of that hope.”

His tour has scheduled forums 
in BC, Alberta, Saskatchewan, 
Manitoba and Ontario until the end 
of August. Other forums in Eastern 
Canada are being planned for later 
in the fall. 

Atamanenko’s Food for Thought tour launched in Castlegar

Judi Morton and one of her woofers, Nobue Kamiya, sell products from Tulaberry Farm in Passmore at the 100 Mile 
Market at the Vallican Whole Community Centre on August 23.

Jolene offers treats she prepared from local food at Alex Atamanenko’s Food for Thought event in the Castle Theatre in Castlegar, August 19.
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by Jan McMurray
By a very narrow margin, 

South Slocan community 
members have voted ‘no’ to the 
RDCK borrowing money to 
upgrade their water system.

The RDCK, which owns 
the South Slocan water system, 
has held six community 
meetings over the past year 
to work towards a plan for 
upgrading the system that is 
acceptable to the community, 
the RDCK and Interior Health 
(IH). Over the year, the RDCK 
presented the community with 
six different options for the 
system before they came up 
with the one they thought was 
acceptable to the majority of 
South Slocan property owners. 
Apparently it wasn’t.

The petition process to 
gain electoral approval to 

borrow the money necessary 
for the proposed upgrade 
failed, with 26 votes in favour 
and 28 opposed. Of the 54 
total petitions, 15 were not 
returned to the RDCK office. 
According to the petition 
process, these were counted 
as ‘no’ votes. For the petition 
to be successful, there had 
to be favourable votes from 
the owners of at least 50% of 
the parcels in the community, 
representing at least 50% of 
the total assessment value 
of the properties in the 
community. The petition 
resulted in favourable votes 
from owners of 48.1% of the 
parcels representing 45.1% of 
the assessed value.

Peter Wood, who has been 
on the community committee 
for the water system for 

about 30 years, says he is 
disappointed that the vote 
did not succeed. “It’s too bad 
that some people did not vote. 
It’s disappointing from the 
point of view that we’ve had 
six meetings and it’s always 
the same group that shows 
up – there is a serious lack of 
interest,” he said.

Indeed, the original voting 
deadline was June 19, but the 
RDCK pushed it back to July 
28 to give the community more 
time. They sent out reminders 
to property owners and held 
another meeting July12 to 
allow for more community 
consultation.

Don Nash,  Manager 
o f  E n g i n e e r i n g  a n d 
Environmental Services at the 
RDCK, commented, “We ran 
an incredibly comprehensive 
process, but the opinions of 
the community are wide and 
varied on how to move forward 
– some want to spend money 
and others don’t; some think 
the distribution system needs 
upgrading and others don’t – 
so there are lots of challenges 
that make it difficult to find 
a solution that works for the 
community.”

He reported that he had 
notified the IH Senior Drinking 
Water Officer Serge Zibin of 
the results of the petition in a 
letter dated August 11.

Nash explained that there 
is a provision in the Local 
Government Act that gives 
the drinking water officer the 
authority to order the local 
government to upgrade the 
water system in this type 
of situation, as long as the 
Inspector of Municipalities 
supports the order. Nash says 
that a Ministry representative 
has informed him that the 
Inspector of Municipalities 
would support an order from 
the drinking water officer to 
upgrade the South Slocan 
system.

“Serge Zibin has to make 
the next move now,” said Area 
H Director Don Munro. “If 
he gives the order, it will be 
the first time in the Province 
that a drinking water officer 
has exercised this authority,” 
he said, adding that the officer 
could possibly order a more 
costly upgrade than the one 
the community has just voted 
down.

Wood said the community 
was worried that Zibin would 
order “the Cadillac option 
instead of the Ford.” He also 
expressed frustration because 
the community has had plans 
to protect the water source and 
replace some of the water lines 
for many years, but IH has 
insisted that they have a ‘total 
chance plan’ for the system 

before they can go ahead with 
any work at all. 

The system has been on 
Boil Water Advisory for many 
years. In the August 11 letter 
from Nash to Zibin, Nash 
describes the problems with 
the system. He states that the 
aging distribution system is 
corroding, causing occasional 
elevated levels of lead and 
iron in the water. Sometimes 
arsenic and aluminum show 
up in the water testing as well. 
Distribution lines run across 
private properties in places, 
often with no easements 
or rights of way in place. 
Structures have been built 
over distribution lines. The 
system does not meet the 
minimum requirements for fire 
protection. One of the system’s 
water sources, Watts Brook 
Springs, needs protection 
against contamination and 
improved capture for an 
increased water supply. The 
other source, Smokey Creek, 
would need a costly filtration 
system.

The f i rs t  opt ion the 
community considered was 
getting Point of Entry water 
treatment system units installed 
in each household. This 
was deemed too expensive, 
at an estimated $1200 per 
connection per year, and would 
not have addressed any of the 

issues with the distribution 
system or other needed 
upgrades. Subsequently, five 
options using a centralized 
water treatment system were 
presented, but these, too, 
were too expensive for the 
majority of residents, at $804 
to $1148 per year. At one of 
the meetings, held April 2, a 
straw vote showed that most 
community members would 
accept an annual cost of $500-
$600. In 2007, residents paid 
$260 per connection per year 
in user fees and parcel tax.

The RDCK then came up 
with the option that was voted 
on, estimated to cost people 
$575-$650 per year. This one 
would use only the Watts 
Brook Springs source, would 
improve and protect spring 
water capture, and would 
install a water treatment plant 
at the top of the Old School 
House property. It would 
also have allowed for $5,000 
per year to be accumulated 
in a reserve fund for future 
improvements. 

To cut down on costs, Area 
H Director Munro agreed to 
contribute $125,000 of his gas 
tax funding towards the project. 
Munro says that although the 
project was voted down, he 
will still allocate the $125,000 
to the protection of the Watts 
Brook Spring source. 

No vote leaves South Slocan water system in precarious situation

by Jan McMurray
There will be no plebiscites 

on independent power projects 
during the November local 
government elections in the 
Regional District of Central 
Kootenay (RDCK).

The rural directors on the 
RDCK board voted on the 
motion for the plebiscite at its 
August 23 meeting. The motion 
failed 6-5.

The plebiscite would have 
asked constituents if they were 
in favour of a moratorium on 
independent power projects in 
order to conduct a comprehensive 
review process on the issue.

Area K Director Paul 
Peterson brought the idea for a 
plebiscite forward to the RDCK 
General Affairs committee soon 
after learning that there were six 
applications for water licences on 
creeks in his area.

“The thought of these 
companies putting their industrial 
developments on our little virgin 
creeks was disgusting to me,” 
Peterson says. “I cannot accept 
that the future of our creeks 
is in the control of companies 
that trade globally on the stock 
markets and are only answerable 
to shareholders, who always 
demand more  and more 
profits with little regard for the 
environment.”

Peterson says his original idea 
was to have all 20 constituencies 
of the RDCK – 10 municipalities 
and 11 rural areas – hold the 
plebiscite. The idea was to 
hold the plebiscite during the 
general elections because the cost 

RDCK votes down plebiscite on IPPs
would be minimal. Peterson’s 
original motion charged the 
cost of the plebiscite to General 
Administration.

As it turned out, after the 
board debated and amended 
the motion several times, only 
the 11 rural directors could vote 
on it. Peterson explains that this 
evolved because the municipal 
directors would have had to ask 
their councillors before voting 
on the issue, and because there 
was some discontent about the 
cost being charged to General 
Adminstration. So, the motion 
was amended to charge the cost 
to Rural Administration. This 
meant that only the 11 rural 
directors could vote.

At the August board meeting, 
the vote failed, 6-5. The five 
directors who voted for the 
plebiscite were Paul Peterson 
(Area K), Don Munro (Area 
H), Andy Shadrack (Area D), 
John Voykin (Area I) and John 
Kettle (Area B). Those against 
were Verna Mayers-McKenzie 
(Area A), Tom Mann (Area C), 
Gary Kalinsky (alternate for Josh 
Smienk, Area E), Al Dawson 
(Area F), Hans Cunningham 
(Area G) and Gord Zaitsoff 
(Area J). 

“I’m disappointed with the 
results,” said Peterson, “but I 
have to acknowledge that the 
arguments against the plebiscite 
by the other directors were well 
meaning and had a ring of validity. 
I cannot blame anyone or point 
any fingers here, but I sure wish 
provincial party politics could 
stay away from the business 

of the Regional District. These 
IPPs are a provincial Liberal 
government initiative, and at the 
board level, the destruction of 
my little virgin creeks became 
embroiled in provincial party 
politics.”

Rick Korens of Public 
Power Now, a group in the Kaslo 
area, attended all of the RDCK 
meetings where the issue was 
debated. His group submitted 
a written package to board 
members for the July General 
Affairs meeting, where the issue 
was debated the first time. Their 
letter to the board specifically 
asked for the plebiscite and 
included a suggested wording for 
the plebiscite question.

K o r e n s  s a y s  h e  i s 
disappointed with the result of 
the vote because the plebiscite 
would have drawn attention to the 
IPP issue. He says the members 
of Public Power Now, when 
discussing how to bring people’s 
attention to the issue, thought 
the idea of the plebiscite would 
“grab” people. “We thought 
people would want to learn more 
so they knew what they would 
be voting on,” he explained. 
“We thought it would bring out 
the proponents and opponents 
of these run-of-river projects 
and we’d have a really good 
information session – it would 
be a great way to educate folks in 
the RDCK on the issue.” 

by Jan McMurray
The Sinixt have been formally 

consulted on the Caribou Creek 
independent power project in 
Burton proposed by Hydromax 
Energy, an ENMAX company. 
This comes on the heels of the 
Sinixt filing their aboriginal title 
suit last month.

In an August 22 letter to 
David Aaron, legal counsel for 
the Sinixt, Ameera Shivji of 
Hydromax states, “Hydromax is 
currently working on finalizing the 
preliminary design of the project, 
including detailed engineering 
and environmental studies. A 
comprehensive public and First 
Nations consultation program is 
underway to provide information 
about current project plans, answer 
questions about the proposal, and 
address any issues or concerns. 
Hydromax is committed to 

Sinixt consulted on Caribou Creek IPP
establishing meaningful dialogue 
with the Sinixt Nation about this 
project…”

Aaron says we could expect 
the Sinixt to “take a position that 
is congruent with the aspirations 
of the community in restoring our 
balance with nature.”

He continued, “The Sinixt 
adhere to the values of their 
ancestors; they maintain a fidelity 
to the laws of the land – an 
ancient cultural obligation which 
is reflective of a prevailing 
environmental consciousness 
amongst our community.”

Hydromax  Energy  i s 
proposing to build and operate a 
17 megawatt run-of-river power 
generation facility – enough power 
for 5,700 homes – approximately 
3 km east of Burton and 35 km 
south of Nakusp on Caribou 
Creek.
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Rosebery 
Parklands 
AGM 
postponed
submitted

The AGM for the Rosebery 
Parklands Development 
Society was advertised in the 
August 13 issue of the Valley 
Voice for Sunday August 31, 
but it has now been postponed 
to Sunday October 19, 2008.  
By that time, there will be 
more significant information 
to report to the membership 
than at an August AGM. The 
board apologizes for any 
inconvenience.

On the fundraising front, 
the society will be hosting 
a Bizarre Bazaar Sunday 
September 7 at 223 First Ave 
in the Orchard from 9 am to 4 
pm. Drop by on your way to or 
from the Garlic Fest to score a 
treasure and help support the 
Parklands.

by Jan McMurray
It may not come as a big 

surprise that the heavy rainfall 
last week caused a mudslide 
about 2.5 km north of Summit 
Lake, closing Highway 6 for 
about six hours on Tuesday, 
August 19.

A mudslide has occurred 
at the same spot for three 
years in a row – August 2008, 
March 2007, July 2006 – and 
no doubt a few times before 
that.

Ministry of Highways 
regional manager, Bruce 
Lintott, says he will be sitting 
down very soon with the 
geotechnical engineer and 
the district manager to discuss 
solutions for this trouble 
spot.

“We’ll look at some 
fixes, but funding will be the 
biggest thing – it could be 
quite costly,” said Lintott.

Remedial efforts so far 
include installing a bigger 
culvert (1200 mm) last year 
and building a berm some 
years ago to help keep the 
debris off the highway. 
Previous slides closed off the 
culverts, so the bigger one was 
a big help this time, reported 
Lintott.

It took three loaders and 
an excavator, and four crew 

members plus the foreman 
to remove the 20,000-25,000 
cubic metres of debris off the 
highway. The mud was 1.5 
metres deep and 200 metres 
long on the road.

The slide came down at 
about 3 pm. The road was 
open to one-lane traffic at 9:30 
pm and to two-lane traffic the 
next day at about 4 pm.

Summit Lake slides again

by Jan McMurray
With local government 

elections coming up November 
15, Area H Director Don 
Munro and Area D Director 
Andy Shadrack have seized 
the opportunity to hold a 
plebiscite about planning in 
their areas.

At the August 23 RDCK 
board meeting, they were both 
authorized to hold a plebiscite 
asking their constituents 

whether or not they want to 
continue with the planning 
process currently underway in 
Area D and in Area H South. 

Director Shadrack says he 
wants the plebiscite because 
he promised the people in Area 
D that they would have a vote 
on whether or not they want 
planning, and the election is 
the perfect time for it.

Director Munro’s view is 
that the plebiscite is the fairest 

way to give the incoming Area 
H director some direction as to 
how Area H South residents 
feel about the planning 
process. He pointed out that 
the new director will have 
the option of appointing new 
members for the Advisory 
Planning Commission (APC), 
so the vote would also provide 
new APC members with an 
understanding of public 
sentiment on the issue. 

Munro will not seek 
re-election. Peter Kabel of 
Slocan Park has announced 
his intention to run for the 
seat.

Shadrack has confirmed 
that he will seek re-election 
in Area D.

There has been opposition 
to the planning process in 
Area H South and in some 
communities of Area D.

Plebiscite on planning to take place in Area H South and Area D

FLOAT YOUR BOAT!   WIN PRIZES!
ROSEBERY REGATTA

LABOUR DAY – ROSEBERY BAY 
Rain or Shine • Trials begin around 11 am

Race classes: various lengths and sizes 
(depending on number and variety of entries) 
•Most outrageous/improbable •Best organic/edible

•Most poetic •Mechanized propulsion
Rosebery Cup, Commodore’s Cup, other possible 

assorted maritime prizes 
Bring lunch or snacks, assorted fix-it kits and prepare to indulge in nautical antics.

Sea shanties and maritime ballads will be sung!
Family fun for one and all!

The highlight of the social season in the Silvery Slocan!
The Commodore’s contingent gratefully acknowledges the support of our corporate 

sponsor, the Valley Voice. 
In accordance with regatta tradition, the decision of the judges may be final - 

depending on incentives offered!

submitted
The federal government’s 

‘ecoENERGY for Renewable 
Power’ program has recently 
announced funding for four 
renewable energy projects 
in British Columbia, one in 
Alberta and two in Prince 
Edward Island.

The  p ro jec t s  in  BC 

include:
South Cranberry Creek 

power project near Revelstoke. 
Advanced Energy Systems 
1 L.P. will receive up to $3.5 
million to develop the project. 

Cypress Creek hydro 
project on Vancouver Island, 
which will receive $1.1 million. 
This one is owned by Synex 

Energy Resources, Ltd.
Kwalsa hydro project 

near Harrison Lake, owned by 
Cloudworks, will receive up to 
$3.5 million.

The Thermo Matrix Solar 
Project near Salmon Arm will 
receive $130,000.

Businesses, municipalities, 
institutions and organizations 

are eligible to apply for 
funding under ecoENERGY 
for Renewable Power. The 
program provides about $1.48 
billion to increase Canada’s 
supply of clean electricity from 
renewable sources such as wind, 
biomass, low-impact hydro, 
geothermal, solar photovoltaic 
and ocean energy.

Federal government supports BC IPPs

submitted
MP Alex Atamanenko 

welcomed the news that 
Passport Clinics will again 
be held in his riding of BC 
Southern Interior. This time 
they will be hosted by Passport 
Canada, which has organized 
them on a first-come, first-
served basis. Local clinics 
will be held August 28 at Trail 
Memorial Centre, McIntyre 
Room, 1051 Victoria Street, 
Trail from 12 noon to 8 pm 
and August 29 at Nelson 
Municipal Library, 602 
Stanley Street (entrance on 

Victoria Street), Nelson from 
12 noon to 8 pm.

There  i s  a  June  1 , 
2009 deadline after which 
Canadians will require valid 
passports to enter the United 
States by water or land. US law 
already requires Canadians to 
present a valid passport to 
enter the US by air. Passport 
Canada recently launched two 
new initiatives, a Simplified 
Passport Renewal Process, 
which allows Canadians who 
currently hold a valid passport 
and meet eligibility criteria to 
renew their passport without 

submitting proof of citizenship 
or a guarantor declaration; 
and a New Guarantor Policy, 
which allows most Canadian 
adult passport holders to act 
as guarantors for first-time 
applicants.

Completed applications 
must be brought to the Passport 
Canada clinics, together 
with supporting ID, photos 
and other documentation, 
where applicable. The only 
acceptable methods of fee 
payment at these clinics will 
be certified cheque, money 
order (postal or bank) made 

payable to the Receiver 
General for Canada, VISA, 
MasterCard and American 
Express. Payment by cash or 
debit will NOT be accepted. 
Passport application forms can 
be obtained at any Passport 
Canada office,  Service 
Canada Centre or Canada 
Post office. The form can also 
be downloaded from Passport 
Canada’s website.

“ P a s s p o r t  C a n a d a 
is expecting a surge of 
applications – reportedly 
bracing for 5.2 million during 
this fiscal year ending March 

31, 2009.” stated Atamanenko. 
The MP has written Minister 
of Foreign Affairs David 
Emerson with a request for 
action on the government’s 
promise of opening a passport 
issuing office in Kelowna and 
posting a Receiving Agent in 
Nelson.

For more information on 
these initiatives, visit Passport 
Canada’s website at www.

passportcanada.gc.ca or phone 
1-800-567-6868 or TTY 
services: 1-866-255-7655.

Passport Canada to host clinics in BC Southern Interior

Read the 
Valley Voice 

online:
www.valleyvoice.ca

The crew cleans up in the 
aftermath of a mudslide on 

Hwy. 6 at Summit Lake.

A torrent of mud and debris closed Hwy. 6 at Summit Lake on August 19.
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Loves Kaslo, 
hates traffic

I just completed a five-day visit to 
Kaslo, it included a full weekend. The 
Kaslo River Trail was great. The whole 
trip was very enjoyable, but the traffic 
in town was a problem.

I live in Langley where we had a 
similar problem with parking on the 
main street. The parking was changed 
some time ago to Angle parking, and 
to a one way street, it has been very 
successful, more cars can park, and it 
is far easier to park a vehicle.  

This should be considered for the 
main street of Kaslo, and recommended 
to the mayor and Council.

Len Benko
Langley

Bears don’t 
belong here

I’m sure there’ll be all sorts of 
angry letters in the paper this week 
about the shooting of that bear in 
New Denver recently, with the usual 
sermons, grievances, and outpourings. 
Despite our efforts to reduce bear 
attractants, the fact is that they will 
continue to blunder into town seeking 
easier food sources.

The RCMP did the right thing by 
taking decisive and affirmative action 
on this bear after they’d tried to drive 
it off. Even if some people think they 
could shoo these bears away with 
other tactics, the fact is that many 
children, campers, elderly residents 
and less able people cannot ward off 
an aggressive bear.

I don’t like seeing my yet-to-ripen 
fruit trees wrecked by bears, and like 
a lot of people I have a bird feeder, 
enjoy barbecues in the back yard and 
like evening walks. The RCMP and 
Conservation Officers often are forced 
to make tough choices for us because 
of our complacency or indifference, 
so righteous people should stay off 
their case and let them do their often-
difficult jobs.

Peter Roulston 
New Denver

Bear shot in 
garden

I just came home from a sweet, 
serene backcountry camping trip in 
time to see a young bear shot in my 
garden. The policeman was very 
apologetic. The now annual event is 
a result of humans being slobs in bear 
country. I’m so tired of US!

Here’s what I want: for the Village 
to replace ‘bear-proof’ containers 
with a compact recycling system 
including regular metal garbage cans 

with lids for compost, to be removed 
or replaced daily. For you (resident or 
tourist) to clean your food containers 
before you dispose of them. Avoid 
plastic, it smells even if washed. Use 
reuseable glass, tin or burnable paper. 
Tell merchants these are all you will 
buy. They respond, believe me.

Bears don’t understand ‘bear-
proof’ containers. Since their design 
prevents washing them out, they smell 
and attract bears 24/7. Bear visits – and 
deaths – have increased dramatically 
since their installation. 

The campground is the size of a 
subdivision for almost half the year. 
Recycling and safe food handling 
needs to be made a requirement. It 
takes little effort to clean up after 
yourself, but it may save your life. 

Bears and humans have co-existed 
happily here for years. Don’t let lazy 
people endanger the rest of us human 
and furry locals.

Eleanor Quirk 
New Denver

Canada should 
give refuge for 
war resistors

The letter to the editor by Jamie 
Rice regarding war resisters merits a 
response from another Jamie with a 
different view.  This Jamie is deeply 
troubled by last month’s arrest and 
deportation of Iraq war resister 
Robin Long.  It is a profoundly anti-
democratic slap in the face of the 
House of Commons and the majority 
of Canadians who have voiced support 
for permanent residency for Iraq war 
resisters. It also constitutes deliberate 
punishment for an act of conscience.  
It shouldn’t matter to Canadians that 
Long and other resisters volunteered 
for the US military. The world’s 
largest war machine preys upon 
the hopeless and the economically 
disadvantaged, making any promise, 
oftentimes unfulfilled, to fuel its 
overseas adventures. What matters 
is that courageous Iraq war resisters 
like Robin Long had a change of heart 
about participating in what is almost 
universally considered an illegal, 
unjust war. They should be celebrated, 
not punished.

Long’s arrest on July 4th is doubly 
ironic since it was US Independence 
Day and also when the Canadian 
Supreme Court issued a favorable 
ruling in the asylum case of a different 
Iraq war resister. Most Canadians and 
two branches of our government seem 
to be in synch about the nation’s moral 
compass. How do we move the third 
branch?

It’s hard to understand how a 

minority government could ignore 
the will of a majority of Canadians 
and Parliament unless it were trying 
to please or mimic its neighbor to the 
south. At the least, this seems like an 
unwise political move, to hitch your 
wagon to the presidency which is very 
likely to become the most disdained 
and discredited in US history.

Jamie Kathleen Donaldson
Nelson

Protestors not 
responsible for 
vandalism

The citizens’ assembly on glacier 
creek forestry road last summer (2007) 
intended to raise public awareness in 
regards to the ecological and political 
ramifications of privatizing BC’s wild 
rivers and creeks with independent 
power projects (IPPs). Small as it was, 
this citizens’ assembly did achieve 
some success.

We did not vandalize water 
gauging equipment as suggested 
by Axor corporation’s front man 
Neil Murphy, in the July 30th issue 
of the Valley Voice. The assembly 
agreed: our goal to help organize BC 
citizens against IPPs was best served 
with peaceful respectful strong civil 
assembly. Not vandalism.

Axor’s court injunction, served 
last October in Vancouver against our 
assembly, demonstrates and exposes 
power. We had the right to a court 
hearing, in the Kootenays. Denied. 

Mr. Murphy refers to the “purchase 
agreement” with BC Hydro “stipulates 
that the Glacier/Howser IPP will be 
producing power by the end of 2010.” 
Why brother with the expense of the 
current environmental review and 
public meetings? According to Axor 
their secret contract with BC Hydro 
forces them to produce power no 
matter what, by 2010. 

Our assembly sued for “discovery 
of documents” used to procure court 
injunction against our right to assemble 
to protect our common good. Water. 
Finally, after much delay we received 
the above-mentioned secret document. 
Well, folks it is still a secret. Redacted. 
Blanked out. 

Justice works in mysterious ways, 
apparently. We have not given up. 
This is a good country, more or less. 
Less if we give up our right to these 
wild places. 

This article in the Valley Voice 
would have been better served with 
a comment from those accused of 
vandalism and “injuncted” for the 
common good.

Tom Prior
Nelson

Supports MP’s 
stand on the war

I support our MP’s stance; he 
represents me well. I think Jamie 
Rice should think carefully about his 
opinion of our wars. War is not simple, 
and when we are in one, cheerleading 
for our side is sometimes a criminally 
stupid and immoral thing to do. In 
Afghanistan, we are in one such ill-
conceived war.

In Iraq, the USA fights an even 
worse war; we opted out. Deserting 
from the US military rather than serve 
in that war is an act of great moral 
courage. Letting deserters from that 
war stay in Canada is a moral act by 
Canadians in the Canadian Way. 

I say that without judging whether 
America’s process, for trying a 
conscientious objector’s case, is a fair 
process or loaded against objectors. It’s 
not for us to fix America’s democratic 
operations – nor the governments of 
Afghanistan, China, or Zimbabwe. 
We can’t choose how foreigners 
rule themselves. Democracy is not 
Canada’s monopoly and it’s not a 
product we can export or force other 

people to take from us at the point 
of a gun. We are in Afghanistan on 
absurd premises, that we can conform 
their society to our ideas of good 
government. We kill some Afghans to 
install others in power: bad policy. 

But inside Canada when someone 
claims refuge from war, and we (with 
the UN) agree that we will not condone 
that war by participating, then we 
should hear their plea for sanctuary. 
This is not an outrage against our 
armed forces personnel, Mr. Rice. 
They fight where we tell them to. 
We can change their orders, and if 
the NDP and Bloc could persuade 
federal Liberals to act morally, then 
Parliament would change the orders 
to fight in Afghanistan. We’d bring 
our troops home; we’d help Afghans 
with the kind of aid no government 
of any stripe – Islamist or secular or 
authoritarian or socialist etc. – would 
reject. Aid for health, education, 
infrastructure. That is truly doing 
good, politics be damned. 

Mr. Rice, think again. Our soldiers’ 
lives are too precious to spend abroad 
on Mission Impossible.

Charles Jeanes
Nelson

The Great Planning Debate
It’s been a little over a year since I last wrote about planning. At that time, I was 

expecting a vigorous debate about the merits of various ideas being put forward in 
the different Official Community Plans being developed by the varied communities 
that we serve. There can be no doubt that the demographics of our communities are 
changing. We have more seasonal residents, our population is aging, many of the 
traditional jobs in mining and logging are gone and so are the young families that 
those jobs sustained. It only makes sense to plan for the future, I reasoned.

I was concerned that we articulate our collective values in ways that truly 
reflect the communities that we come from. I was delighted when the residents of 
Silverton seized control of their OCP process to make the document reflect their 
village more accurately. I was not prepared for a debate on whether we should 
have a plan at all.

I accept that some of my neighours might have a different vision for how 
these valleys should develop. In some ways, their vision may be superior to my 
own. That’s why I want them at the planning table, not breaking up the meeting by 
chanting meaningless slogans.

Planning isn’t there as a way to thwart individual property rights. It’s as much 
about keeping undesirable housing subdivisions away from your farm, as it is about 
stopping you from opening a cow-calf operation in a residential neighbourhood.

I agree that planning has had a mixed record when it comes to preserving 
traditional values in the face of development. It’s certainly not enough on its own. 
However, not planning has never worked.

Dan Nicholson, publisher
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Applauds tax 
initiative

I am not sure if Mayor Holland’s 
property tax proposal is the right 
solution, but I applaud his open and 
honest effort in raising such a timely 
and important community issue.

Writing at the end of the 
seventeenth century, one of the 
philosophical founding fathers of 
capitalism, John Locke, stated about 
property ownership:

“It will, perhaps, be objected 
to this, that if gathering the acorns 
and other fruits of the earth, etc, 
makes a right to them, then anyone 
may engross as much as he will. To 
which I answer, not so. The same 
law of nature that does by this means 
give us property does also bound 
that property too. ‘God has given us 
all things richly’...But how far has 
He given it us ‘to enjoy’? As much 
as anyone can make use of to any 
advantage before it spoils, so much 
he may by his labour fix a property 
in. Whatever is beyond this is more 
than his share, and belongs to others. 
Nothing was made by God for man 
to spoil or destroy...” (Of Property, 
Book II, Chapter 5, section 30, Two 
Treatise of Government , 1689 http://
www.lonang.com/exlibris/locke/
loc-205.htm )

I am also reminded of the 
statement by the twentieth century 
British Conservative politician 
Winston Churchill, that we as a 
society need to build a ‘safety net’ 
below which no one should fall. 
To this aim many governments, 
recognizing that not everyone could 
afford their own home, used to fund 
and build public housing.

When I first lived in Nelson as 
a university student in the 1970s I 
spent one year living in a basement 
suite rented to me by a senior, while 
I knew other students who spent 
the fall, winter and spring renting 
summer homes along the west arm 
of Kootenay Lake.

Years later, in 1987, when my 
partner Gail, our daughter Erin and 
I came to Kaslo numerous people in 
the community stepped forward to 
help us find a way to buy our home 
and fix it, and to obtain employment. 
Since we purchased our house 
its value has increased five fold, 
while minimum wage has not even 
doubled. Because of this, and even 
higher property values in the area, 
I now wonder how some families 
and seniors can continue to afford to 
live here, either as renters or home 
buyers.

So I thank you, Mayor Holland, 
for opening up the debate on the need 
to once again ensure that everyone in 
our community can find affordable 
housing.

Andy Shadrack
Director Area D

Bosun Ranch 
Subdivision?

The Bosun or Harris Ranch, 
situated above the highway between 
New Denver and Silverton and 
probably the oldest family farm in 

Why I don’t shop in 
Nakusp anymore
An open letter to the mayor

I am writing to explain why I 
do not come to Nakusp to do my 
shopping any more. My wife and I 
have been coming up for our grocery 
shopping, obtaining farm supplies, 
veterinary care, building materials and 
occasionally, entertainment. We would 
come up for dinner out and a movie 
perhaps, or go to the hot springs and 
then come home. 

The reason for our cessation of 
trips is, quite simply, the astonishing 
number of Chambers chip trucks now 
using the highway. There was a time 

Sympathy for 
war resistors

Jamie Rice of Rosebery is outraged 
that many Canadians expressed 
their opposition to US war resistors 
being deported by the minority 
Harper Conservative Government in 
violation of a Canadian federal court 
order and a majority resolution by the 
opposition parties in the Parliament of 
Canada that supported their appeal to 
remain in Canada. 

Mr. Rice directs all of his criticism 
at the NDP and Greens. Mr. Rice is 
particularly incensed at the stand of 
Alex Atamanenko NDP Member 
of Parliament for British Columbia 

the Slocan Valley, has been acquired 
in large part by Bosun Ranch 
Development Inc. The company’s 
plans for the development of the 
property have been submitted for 
approval to the Ministry of Transport 
and can now be consulted in the 
Village Office in New Denver. The 
18 lots to be offered for sale and 
held within a bare strata title range in 
size from approximately 3 to almost 
20 acres.  We understand that they 
are to be sold through Sotheby’s 
in London at prices ranging to a 
million dollars and more. A gated 
development intended to create 
seasonal dwellings for wealthy 
people. Purchasers will build at 
predetermined building sites, and 
will be required to meet design 
and construction guidelines set by 
the strata. They will be scattered 
across much of the former Bosun 
Ranch, the smaller on the lower 
terrace, the larger on the upper, 
and served by internal roads built 
by the developers. Some of these 
roads will be steep and will cross 
fragile wetland areas. The road to the 
highway, which is a public road, will 
need to be seriously upgraded.

A group of residents concerned 
about this development has 
approached the developers with 
another vision for this land and an 
offer to negotiate the purchase of the 
property at a reasonable price. Funds 
would need to be raised. In the view 
of this group, the land should be 
held in trust in perpetuity, its fields 
preserved for agricultural use, and 
the rest managed as an educational 
forest based on sound ecological 
and sustainable principles. The 
land would produce food grown 
and consumed locally. Rather than 
a gate, there would be trails for 
community use. To date, there 
has been no response from the 
developers.

There is also concern that 
development will drive up property 
values and tax rates throughout the 
Slocan Valley, making it harder for 
many people to live here.

The Bosun Ranch is one of the 
most beautiful and historic places 
in the Kootenays. These proposals 
represent two different visions of its 
future and, in a sense, of the future 
of the Upper Slocan Valley. There 
are no absolute rights or wrongs, 
but there are choices. The valley will 
change, yet the direction of change 
will be influenced by community 
opinion. What do you think?

If you have concerns, please 
write to Peter Muirhead, Provincial 
Approving Officer, to request a 
public meeting regarding this 
development. 

Ministry of Transportation
 310 Ward Street
Nelson, BC  V1L 5S4
Ph:(250) 354-6318
Fax: 354-6547
Email: peter.muirhead@gems1.

gov.bc.ca
Copy emails to: jgustafson@

rdck.bc.ca and corky.evans.mla@
leg.bc.ca

Kay Costley-White
New Denver

Slow down on 
Hwy 31

I’m writing in regards to making 
my voice heard along with many other 
concerned parents and pet owners. 
I have lived on Hwy 31 in Cooper 
Creek for almost 3 years now and even 
though I have tried countless times 
to make my concerns known, I am 
finding myself screaming at drivers 
passing by. The speed limit through 
my area is 60 km not miles, and no 
one except for the people who live 
here actually drive that speed. I don’t 
mean if you see someone standing on 
the side of the road slow down to 60. 
I MEAN go 60 km – we have small 
children and pets who live here.

I don’t even feel comfortable 
allowing my children to play outside 
because of the many, many people 
who just fly past our home. It isn’t just 
tourists, it’s people who drive delivery 
trucks (Total Delivery) and logging 
trucks, and I don’t know exactly how 
their brake systems work, but I can 
guarantee that no one, even a person 
who has been driving for 40 years, 
can stop a vehicle of that size fast 
enough to miss my child or anyone 
else if need be.

I have put up signs asking people 
to please slow down. The signs have 
been stolen. I have posted signs at our 
local stores asking people to please 
slow down, we have had many animals 
killed on this road. Yes it is a highway, 
but it is also our home. I can’t speak 
for everyone else but I would really 
love to be able to allow my kids to 
play outside and be safe and not have 
to tie up my dogs because the traffic is 
terrible here. I have stood on the side 
of the road waiting to cross the street, 
and had people fly past me at speed I 
believe to be at least 100 km/hr and 
that’s not okay especially when I am 
standing there with children. That is 
unacceptable. How would you feel 
if I was driving 100 down your little 
residential road? I’m sure it wouldn’t 
be fine with you. 

You can’t be in so much of a hurry 
that no one else’s lives matter to you. 
If you want to put yourself in danger 
that’s your choice, but it is not your 
right to choose to put other people at 
risk because you can’t drive as signs 
are posted. I am worried and I am 
outraged so do us all a favour and 
SLOW DOWN.

Eliscia Somers
Cooper Creek

when I would go to the Needles ferry, 
allotting the appropriate time to get 
there from my home, get on that ferry 
and then make the run to Nakusp. Now 
I cannot do that since there is always 
a lineup of Chambers trucks waiting. 
Four trucks will pretty much fill the 
ferry and since that is a very common 
occurrence, there is a wait at the ferry. 
It used to take about an hour to get 
from my home to Nakusp. Now it is at 
least one and one-half to two hours.

I always came to your town since I 
found the people friendly and helpful, 
the service excellent and the products 
I sought almost always in stock. Now, 
since the advent of the great numbers 
of chip trucks, it is just as easy for me 
to go over the hill to Vernon. Even 
that has its problems since there are 
these trucks slowing traffic down. 
In 15 minutes yesterday afternoon, I 
saw six Chambers trucks heading to 
the ferry as well as two heading back 
from the ferry. 

Now I am only one person, but I 
do know of several others who feel 
the same as I do – the length of time 
in ferry lineups does not justify the 
trip. Now, since the trucks are making 
their returns, there are lineups on the 
Fauquier side as well.

These trucks are destroying the 
peaceful life that was once Edgewood, 
Fauquier, Burton and even Nakusp. 
They bring no benefits to any of these 
communities or the area in general. In 
fact, the amount of wear and tear on 
the highways, the lineups, the slower 
traffic all indicates that they are indeed 
only a detriment to the area. 

Given time, as word of the 
inconvenience gets out, business 
will suffer, in Nakusp and all other 
communities in this area. I am hoping 
that you may be able to bring some 
influence to bear on upper authorities 
to address this problem. There are 
far better and furthermore, more 
environmentally sound alternatives to 
transport the chips. A rail alternative 
(there must be rail lines running to 
Castlegar), with boxcars having many 
times the load capacity of trucks, is 
one option. Another might be a barge 
system down the lake, though this may 
be problematic with the rising and 
dropping levels of the lake. 

I do hope that you will take the 
time to help address this concern. 
Many thanks for your time and 
consideration.

Michael J. Rawlins
Edgewood

Southern Interior whom he accuses 
of “free campaigning disguised as 
letters to the editor.” Mr. Rice would 
have us believe that his letter to the 
editor is not “disguised” campaigning 
for Prime Minster Harper. 

Mr. Rice asserts without any 
supporting documentation that Mr. 
Atamanenko does not speak for the 
majority of Canadians. What are the 
facts?

Canadians in their majority have 
opposed the US-instigated war in 
Iraq and Canadian Government 
participation in the US-instigated war 
in Afghanistan from the outset and 
still do. Every major polling agency 
in Canada including the Associated 
Press IPSOS, Angus Reid Monitor, 
the Strategic Counsel, the Globe 
and Mail CTV polls and universities 
such as Simon Fraser in BC and even 
such an arch-Conservative media 
organization as CanWest Global are 
compelled to report that a majority of 
Canadians, in spite of all of the efforts 
of pro-war advocates in government 
and the media, continue to stand 
opposed to the war in Afghanistan and 
want a disengagement of Canadian 
forces from combat and to return 
them home to Canada.

It was because of this kind of 
popular rejection of participation 
in US-sponsored wars that former 
Prime Minister Jean Chrétien decided 
in 2003 that Canada would not 
participate in the US-led war in 
Iraq. If Conservative Prime Minister 
Harper had been in power in 2003 
when he stood in Parliament and 
advocated that Canada should join 
with President Bush in the US war 
in Iraq, we would not be grieving 
the loss of over 90 Canadian soldiers 
in Afghanistan but more than likely 
many times that number who would 
most certainly have perished in Bush’s 
war for oil in Iraq. To date more than 
4,100 US young people have died in 
Iraq. Let us not forget that more than a 
million Iraqis have died and an equal 
number of Afghans. 

The federal election which may 
be upon us in the fall will afford the 
opportunity for every Canadian voter 
to pass judgment on the minority 
Conservative Government’s foreign 
and military policy in Afghanistan. 
It will coincide with what is likely 
to be a rejection by US voters in the 
November Presidential elections of 
the Bush Administration’s disastrous 
war in Iraq. 

I for one will be voting against 
the Harper Government’s war policy 
and for the strongest voice for peace 
in our constituency who happens to 
be Alex Atamanenko and I urge all 
who have the vote to consider doing 
likewise.  

Mr. Rice is not only wrong on the 
facts. In his zeal he has abandoned 
reason and passed over to the side of 
irresponsible and emotional rhetoric. 
His remarks on MP Olivia Chow’s 
name are demeaning and uncalled for. 
He may want to reflect and apologize 
to her and all women who choose 
their names as they see fit. This is the 
21st century not the 19th. 

Don Currie
Slocan
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Land Act: Notice of Intention to Apply for a Disposition of Crown Land
FrontCounter BC Cranbrook has accepted applications made by Ice Creek Lodge Inc. of 
Winlaw, BC and Mountain High Recreation Ltd. of Nelson, BC, on behalf of the Integrated Land 
Management Bureau (ILMB), Kootenay Region, to amend their existing Licenses of Occupation 
for a helicopter staging situated on Provincial Crown land east of Burton BC and containing 2.0 
hectares, more or less.

The ILMB File Numbers that have been established for these applications are 4400767 and 
4403893. Written comments concerning this application should be directed to the Natural 
Resource Officer at FrontCounter BC, 1902 Theatre Road, Cranbrook B.C., V1C 7G1 or email 
to: lwbc.cranbrook@victoria1.gov.bc.ca. Comments will be received by FrontCounter BC until 
September 27, 2008. FrontCounter BC may not be able to consider comments received after 
this date. Please refer to our website www.frontcounterbc.gov.bc.ca/ and follow the link to Crown 
Land Applications – Applications and Reason for Decision Database for more information.

Be advised that any response to this advertisement will be considered part of the public record. For 
information, contact the FOI Advisor at Integrated Land Management Bureau regional office.

Smokey Creek Salvage
24 HR TOWING

New & Used Auto Parts, Back Hoe Work, 
Certified Welding & Repairs, Vehicle Removal

WE BUY CARS & TRUCKS
359-7815 ; 1-877-376-6539

3453 YEATMAN RD, SOUTH SLOCAN

COMMUNITY

by Don Currie
•The Slocan Valley Women’s 

Institute (SVWI) outlined a proposal 
for major renovations to the Village 
owned building, with an estimated 
cost of $80,000-$150,000. Dianne 
Smith of the SVWI said the 
renovations include a new septic, 
raising the concrete floor, new walls 
and insulation, new electrical and 
a commercial kitchen. SVWI has 
met with Fortis to seek grants for 
energy upgrades, and will approach 
Columbia Basin Trust (CBT) for 
additional funding. Council has set 
aside $20,000 in the 2008 budget 
for the project. Council agreed to 
send a letter of support to CBT and 

instructed staff to prepare a report 
with complete financial information 
and recommendations on funding 
strategies for the project.

•Council tabled the application 
by the Slocan Curling Club (SCC) 
for a liquor licence until the next 
meeting. Meanwhile, council will 
meet with the SCC to air all issues. 

The Village owns the curling 
rink, which is leased for a nominal 
sum by SCC. The club has had 
a special occasion liquor permit 
for years and is seeking a Liquor 
Primary License as a private club 
that will serve liquor to members 
and guests, Mondays, Wednesdays 
and Fridays and at three curling 
bonspiels. Council posted a notice on 
July 10 inviting public comments by 
August 13 but none were received. 

•Council decided to meet with 
0828690 BC Ltd, a firm that is 
planning to develop three houses 
and possibly a six-unit multi-family 

dwelling on a property on Slocan 
West Road next to the electrical 
substation. Sly Brillon, director/
treasurer of the company, requested a 
cost estimate from the Village to run 
a water line and install a fire hydrant 
to serve the property and inquired 
if water meters would be required. 
Councillor Perriere said that council 
had turned down a similar request 
in the past because of the lack of 
a policy for supplying water to 
residents outside Village boundaries. 
Acting CAO Marla Olsen asserted 
that supplying water to non-residents 
was a mistake, as the residents of the 
Village had paid for the water plant 
and to hook up and to supply water 
to non-residents was not reasonable. 
Mayor Van Bynen said some of the 
current hook ups outside Village 
limits were the result of agreements 
reached between the Village and 
private landowners to allow Village 
water lines to pass through their 
property. Acting CAO Olsen said 
the issue of supplying water outside 
current Village boundaries was 
linked to boundary expansion. On 
the advice of staff, council decided to 
meet with the developers and explore 
the idea of joining the Village and 
expanding Village boundaries.

•Councillor Gates reported 
on a meeting between council 
representatives and the Rails to 
Trails Society to reach consensus 
on planting trees, a gate and a 
sani-station near the gazebo, and to 
resolve problems of access to the 
Valhalla Crew site adjacent to the 

trail. A-CAO Olsen pointed out that 
Tourism BC owns the trail outside 
the Village and the CPR still owned 
the trail inside the Village. Olsen had 
written to the CPR for information. 
Councillor Perriere said that when 
the CPR owned the entire rail bed 
the Village paid a small amount for 
access to the Valhalla site. For 8 
years the issue has been in limbo. 
Councillor Gates recommended that 
the Village talk to Tourism BC about 
access to the Valhalla site. 

•Councillor Elliott said the 
Waterfront Committee was looking 
for citizen volunteers to work on 
the committee. She preferred the 
committee to meet first before 
parameters were set. A-CAO Olsen 
said staff would advertise for 
volunteers from the village.

•Council appointed newly hired 
CAO Shana Paivarinta as Chief 
Elections Officer and Janet Boisvert 
as Deputy Chief Elections Officer 
for the 2008 Local Government 
Elections. Council instructed 
staff, in accordance with the Local 
Government Act, to recommend a 
course of action after the upcoming 
local government election on mail-
in-ballots. 

•Council approved sending 
Councillor Elliott  and CAO 
Paivar in ta  to  represent  the 
Village of Slocan at the Union of 
British Columbia Municipalities 
convention in Penticton. Councillor 
Gates will also attend as RDCK 

representative.
•Public Works Foreman Tim 

Hill reported that the new buffer 
pump motors for the chlorine 
analyzers have been received. He 
thanked residents for adhering to 
assigned watering times to ease 
maintenance and repairs. Two new 
residential water hook ups were 
installed. Funding would soon be in 
placed for water main replacement. 
A-CAO Marla Olsen said the project 
doesn’t qualify under the tax rebate 
allotment. 

•Council gave three readings to 
rescind Bylaw #431, Employment 
Policy Bylaw and Bylaw #461 
1994, Freedom of Information. 
Bylaw #431 was deemed to be out 
of date and inconsistent with industry 
practice. In recommending action to 
rescind Bylaw #461, A-CAO Olsen 
pointed out that it is common for the 
Corporate Officer of a municipality 
to also be the Freedom of Information 
Officer under the provisions of the 
Freedom of Information Act.

The new Officer ’s Bylaw 
establishes the positions, powers, 
duties and functions of officer 
positions of the Village of Slocan. 
These are defined as the Chief 
Administrative Officer, the Corporate 
Officer and the Financial Officer. 

Council was presented with a 
draft of a new employment policy 
document, outlining the terms and 
conditions of employment for the 
employees of the Village.

Slocan council, August 13: Proposal for renovations to WI building

Tsuneko Kokubo (Koko) had a lovely spot among the trees to paint at ‘Art in 
the Kohan,’ held August 16-17.

Elly Scheepens offered her beautiful pottery pieces at Art in the Kohan.
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ADVANCE  ELECTOR  REGISTRATION
Are you eligible to vote at the November 15, 2008 elections 
and referendum for the Village of Nakusp?  Is your name on 
the current list of electors?

If you are not sure you can find out by calling or visiting the Vil-
lage of Nakusp, 91 1st Street NW, telephone 250-265-3689, 8:30 
am to 4:30 pm, Monday to Friday (excluding holidays).

Advance elector registrations will be accepted at the Village 
of Nakusp office until September 23, 2008. With the exception 
of registrations on voting days, elector registrations will not be 
accepted during the period of September 24 to November 14, 
2008.  

ELECTOR  QUALIFICATIONS
RESIDENT ELECTORS:

age 18 or older; and•	
a Canadian citizen; and•	
a resident of British Columbia for at least 6 months •	
immediately before the day of registration; and
a resident of the Village of Nakusp for at least 30 days •	
immediately before the day of registration; and
not disqualified by any enactment from voting in an election •	
or otherwise disqualified by law.

NON-RESIDENT PROPERTY ELECTORS:
age 18 or older; and•	
a Canadian citizen; and•	
a resident of British Columbia for at least 6 months •	
immediately before the day of registration; and
a registered owner of real property in the Village of •	
Nakusp for at least 30 days immediately before the day of 
registration; and
not entitled to register as a resident elector; and•	
not disqualified by any enactment from voting in an election •	
or otherwise disqualified by law; and
if there is more than one registered owner of the property, •	
only one of those individuals may, with the written consent 
of the majority of the owners, register as a non-resident 
property elector.

PERSONS GRANTED FREEDOM OF THE VILLAGE:
Persons granted freedom of the municipality are entitled to vote 
in an election for mayor or councillor regardless of their place 
of residence.

LIST OF REGISTERED ELECTORS
Beginning September 30, 2008 until the close of general vot-
ing for the election on November 15, 2008, a copy of the list of 
registered electors will, upon signature, be available for public 
inspection, at the Village Office in Nakusp, 91 1st Street NW, 
during regular office hours, Monday to Friday, excluding statu-
tory holidays. An elector may request that their address or other 
information about them be omitted from or obscured on the list 
of electors.

OBJECTION TO REGISTRATION OF AN 
ELECTOR

An objection to the registration of a person whose name appears 
on the list of registered electors may be made in accordance 
with the Local Government Act until 4:00 pm on October 10, 
2008. An objection must be in writing and may only be made 
by a person entitled to be registered as an elector of the Village 
of Nakusp and can only be made on the basis that the person 
whose name appears has died or is not qualified to be registered 
as an elector of the Village of Nakusp.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION on these matters, the following 
persons may be contacted:

Richard Mahoney, Chief Election Officer at 250-265-3689

VILLAGE 
OF 

NAKUSP

Dr. Paul M. Hinton
will begin providing chiropractic 
care every Thursday morning at 
Arrow Lakes Hospital in Nakusp 
starting September 4, 2008. He’ll 
continue to provide chiropractic 
care at the Slocan Community 

Health Centre in New Denver every 
Wednesday afternoon.

To book appointments
phone (250) 352-5135

by Jan McMurray
•Council received a staff report 

from Arena/Parks Manager Gerry 
Little with a list of improvements 
he’d like to see at the arena that are 
outside the scope of the work being 
done with the Towns for Tomorrow 
grant. Little notes that because they 
were successful in getting the grant, 
some money that was put into the 
budget in the event they did not get 
the grant was now available. He 

asked council to prioritize the items 
on his list.

Council determined that $37,500 
was available and decided that health 
and safety issues should be dealt 
with first. Little was directed to first 
replace the ceiling in the lobby, as 
black mould has recently been found 
between the original ceiling and 
the roof. If there is money left, the 
second priority would be to install 
a new drain in the men’s auditorium 

Nakusp council, August 14: More arena repairs to be done
washroom, as any flooding from the 
drain currently goes onto the curling 
club’s ice. The third priority would 
be to repair the rear stairs. 

If these three items can be 
completed and there is money left, 
council will consider the other items 
on Little’s list, which include a new 
arena entrance door, replacement 
of an auditorium window, repair or 
replacement of broken tiles in the 
shower area, new security system, 

development of an evacuation plan, 
upgrade to the fire suppression 
system, improved drainage around 
curling club rear door, development 
of a preventative maintenance 
program, new flooring, exterior 
painting.

•The Village will provide a 
letter of support for the Forest 

Fuel Management project grant 
application by Arrow and Slocan 
Lakes Community Services.

•Council will meet with the BC 
Ambulance executive at the UBCM 
conference in September to discuss 
issues such as on-call pay and the 
possibility of the Nakusp ambulance 
station leasing space in a new fire hall.

The Nakusp Slo-Pitch tournament 
was a great success for the Kelowna 
teams this year.

First place went to the Browns 
from Kelowna; in second place was 
the Hot Shots from Cranbrook; third 
went to Those Guys from Kelowna; 
and the fourth place team was 
Prospera Stinbg from Kelowna.  

Kelowna teams 
win Nakusp 
Slo-Pitch 
Tournament

The Family Choir must have been the biggest class at the Valhalla Summer School of Music. They performed at the 
Silverton Memorial Hall on August 15.

The Valhalla Summer School of Music performances offer a wonderful 
opportunity to hear top-notch classical music in Silverton.
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BUYERS OF CEDAR 
& PINE POLES

Mike Casey  cell   344-8477
Offering planning, management 
and sales for Woodlot Licences 

and Private Land Owners.

P.O. Box 4, 
Brisco, B.C. V0A 1B0

Phone (250) 346-3315
Fax (250) 346-3218

TOLL FREE 1-866-346-3315

WOOD PRESERVERS LTD.

CASUAL CALL-OUT EMPLOYEES
School District No. 10 (Arrow Lakes) is accepting applications 
for casual employees throughout the district in the following job 
classifications:

• Bus Drivers • Special Education Assistants • Custodians 
• Library Clerks • School Secretaries • Program Assistants 

• Noon Hour Supervisors

Successful candidates will have their names placed on the 
C.U.P.E. Casual Call-Out List and are needed to replace full 
and part-time employees on an as required basis.   A resume 
outlining grade 12 completion, qualifications, and experience 
should be attached to your application.

Employees currently on the Casual Call-Out list must reapply 
by August 28, 2008.

For further information please contact the School Board office 
in Nakusp, 265-3638 between the hours of 8:30 a.m. and 4:00 
p.m.

Please Note: that prior to being placed on the casual call-out 
list, applicants must submit to a criminal record search.

School District No. 10 (Arrow Lakes)
P.O. Box 340  Nakusp, B.C.  V0G 1R0

School District 
No. 10 

(Arrow Lakes)

AUGUST 30 
7 PM

BOSUN HALL
AN EVENING OF 
MUSIC WITH THE 
BROOKFIELDS & 

FRIENDS

ADMISSION BY 
DONATION TO THE 
HIDDEN GARDEN 

GALLERY

REFRESHMENTS 
PROVIDED (NON-

ALCOHOLIC)

CHILDREN WELCOME

216 Lake Avenue, Silverton
Phone: 358-2293

Toll-free: 1-800-332-0588
sbs@silvertonbuilding.ca

SILVERTON BUILDING SUPPLIES

LifeTime Wood Treatment has been treating ma-
rinas, houses and decking for over 60 years with 
a recipe handed down through three generations 
of wood-working craftsmen.

This product is unique to the world of stains. In 
this age of concern about our environment, both 
consumers and contractors are very receptive to 
products that are low-toxic and friendly to nature.

Lifetime Wood Treatment is an Eco-Friendly, Non-Toxic Wood Treatment that lasts 
a LIFETIME!

LifeTime Wood Treatment is:

Non-Toxic - The natural substances penetrate the wood fibres, permanently modi-
fying the wood structure. Independent laboratory testing confirms that LifeTime 
creates no harmful residue in soils and water. LifeTime is friendly to plants, animals 
and people and can be used in direct contact with garden soil.

Easy to Use - A powder concentrate available in 3.8 liter/1 gallon and 19 liter/5 
gallon packages. Just mix with water. Apply to bare, 
untreated or pressure treated wood using normal 
application methods. An all-purpose treatment for all 
new wood without need for maintenance. There is no 
need to ever scrape, re-stain or worry about fading 
and wear.

Inexpensive - The suggested retail price for 3.8 litre/1 
gallon package of concentrate is $17.95 CAD. In pow-
der form, LifeTime can be stored indefinitely. Because 
you only mix what you need, you will never have large 
amounts of LifeTime solution left over. 

LifeTime Wood Treatment has been applied to all of these signs.

Available at

by Jan McMurray
The Brookfield boys are back, and 

they are gearing up to entertain us on 
August 30 at 7 pm at the Bosun Hall.

This summer has been a summer of 
reunions in New Denver, and everyone is 
invited to this one – A Musical Evening 
by the Brookfields and Friends.

The Brookfields present a 
musical evening at the Bosun Hall

Gordon Brookfield, well known 
New Denver resident, will emcee the 
event, which will feature two of his sons 
and some local musicians.

“We’re a very musical family,” 
says Gordon, a drummer himself, but 
who will relinquish the stage to his 
youngest son Keith, also a drummer, 
from Wynndel.

William, Gordon’s middle son, is 
a composer and plays guitar and piano 
and sings. He lives in Enderby.

Gordon remembers fondly the four 
years he spent in the Idaho State Concert 
Choir. He became the general manager, 
raising money and running tours.

Gordon says the musical talent in 
the family began with his mother, who 
taught piano.

Admission to the musical evening 
will be by donation and is a fundraiser 
for the Hidden Garden Gallery.

On August 11 Central Kootenay 
RCMP Nelson detachment re-
ceived a report that five business 
signs belonging to Little House 
Collectibles were stolen from 
Highway 6 in the Passmore area. 

Notes from the RCMP
THE FOLLOWING ARE FROM PRESS RELEASES AND MAY HAVE BEEN EDITED

Estimated cost of the theft is 
$1500. Anyone with information 
regarding this incident please 
contact Constable Grouhel of the 
Nelson RCMP detachment at 250-
352-2156.

submitted
Nakusp textile artist Wendy 

Toogood will be exhibiting her 

Nakusp Artist to exhibit in Calgary’s Stride Gallery, Sept 5 - Oct 10
newest body of work at the 
Stride Gallery in Calgary from 
September 5, 2008 - October 4, 

2008. The exhibition is entitled 
WENDY TOOGOOD: A NAKUSP 
NARRATIVE as the inspiration for 
the new work was derived from the 
ordinary, the everyday events which 
engaged Toogood during the first 
eighteen months of her new life in 
Nakusp, BC. She moved to Nakusp 
in June 2007.

Toogood created one hundred 
small format, 5.5 x 8 inch, cloth 
constructions for the exhibition. 

Each cloth construction begins with 
an image drawn on canvas with a 
sewing machine employing a darning, 
or free-form foot, one the drawing is 
completed it is embellished by hand 
embroidery, applique and/or fusing.

The artist will be at Stride Gallery 
for the opening on September 5 and 
will be presenting an artist talk at 
Stride on September 6, Arts Day.

Wendy Toogood was born in 
Bristol, England in 1947; she has 

lived in Canada since 1952 and is 
a Canadian citizen. She graduated 
from the Alberta College of Art in 
1969; she did post graduate work at 
the Instituto Allende, San Miguel de 
Allende, Mexico in 1970. She was 
an Instructor at the Alberta College 
of Art & Design from 1975 to 2006. 
She has had numerous one-person 
exhibitions, or participated in group 
exhibitions, in Canada, USA, Mexico, 
Japan, Europe and Australia.

Gordon and William Brookfield

The Valhalla Summer School of Music held performances at the Silverton Gallery on August 15.
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THE WHOLE SCHOOL IS EXCITED 
TO WELCOME EVERYONE TO OUR 
NEW HOME
NOW ACCEPTING REGISTRATIONS 
IN ALL CLASSES, K through 7

SPACES ARE LIMITED

PLEASE PHONE 250-226-7737 IF YOU ARE INTERESTED IN 
REGISTRATION OR FOR MORE INFORMATION

Hills Garlic Fest is Coming!
September 7, 10 am - 5 pm

More garlic, more entertainment!
Kootenay Grass Company, Jeremy 

Down Band, Flydini the Magician and 
Visions Alive Puppets

Come 
join us 
for this 
great 

community 
event!

Admission: $3.00 
Children 12 & under: 

Free 

Advance tickets:
Still $2.00 - available 
at the Friday Market 
starting August 22.

Remember: No dogs please!

Steve Amsden
Exhibition and Sale of 

Recent Paintings

Apple Tree 
Sandwich Shop

August 1 - 
September 30

Main Street, New Denver

BARNS AND 
OTHER THINGS
Acrylic and water 
colour painting
By Sylvia Vandenbos

Sept 3-8
Sept 5 opening – 7 pm 
Music by Paul Gibbons
Hidden Garden Gallery

An evening of music and poetry ‘under the stars’ with poets Blair 
Leaman and Pippa Bowley and special musical guests Holly and Jon.

Friday, September 12, 7:30 pm.
Admission by donation to the gallery

 

The Hidden 
Garden 
Gallery 

and 

Chameleon 
Fire 

Editions 
presents 

Summer 
Lights

Sponsored by the 
Columbia Kootenay 

Cultural Alliance

submitted
On Saturday, September 6, the 

Slocan Valley Heritage Trail Society 
invites the community to drop by 
and visit the new Winlaw Station 
between 10 am and noon. The 
‘station’ is located at the Winlaw 
parking area of the Slocan Valley 
Rail Trail and is a storage shed for the 
ever increasing amount of equipment 
the Society has been accumulating to 
manage the Rail Trail. The building 
design is built in character to those 

Rail Trail Winlaw Station holds Grand Opening, September 6
used by the CPR when the line was 
in its glory.

“Let’s just say we certainly have 
needed this structure,” says society 
Chairperson Brian Rehwald. “We all 
have bits and pieces of trail-related 
equipment and materials hanging 
around our places and now we 
actually have a central location to 
keep some of it in. Of course, now 
we’re almost ready for a second 
building,” Rehwald jokes. 

The 16’ X 24’ structure was made 

possible with the generous support 
from the Columbia Basin Trust and 
the Columbia Power Corporation. 

At the grand opening everyone 
is invited to come around for snacks 
and refreshments and view some of 
the equipment the trail society has 
been using. It’s also a great chance to 
catch up on the latest rail trail news. 

A cycling event is tied into the 
day as well, with those wanting a 
comfortable trail ride asked to meet at 
the Passmore Parking area at 10 am. 

Trail Society directors will be there to 
lead the group on the approximately 
one-hour ride to the Winlaw Station. 
Return transportation will be available 
if required. 

Information booths will be set 
up at various locations along the trail 
and at the station so folks can learn 
about local wildlife, the work of the 
Slocan Valley Streamkeepers, and the 
Columbia Power Corporation’s fish 
habitat structures.

The trail is now completely 
open from Crescent Valley to Slocan 
Beach. A bypass has been made 
around the south end washout from 
last May, with plans for a permanent 

repair underway. 
If you require more information 

about anything trail related, phone 
359-7740.

Jerry Simmons, longtime Public Works foreman at the Village of Slocan, retired this year. He 
was honoured at a retirement party on July 19 at the gazebo at the Rails to Trails trailhead.

submitted
Come one, come all to the Slocan 

Valley Fall Fair on September 14 
at its new home at Winlaw Hall in 
conjunction with the Winlaw Hall 
Country Music Jamboree and second 
annual Show ’n Shine. There’s lots 
to do for everyone! 

We’ll have country and bluegrass 
music on our brand new stage all day 
long, our famous pie eating contest 
and the Four Seasons Greenhouse 
giant pumpkin contest. There’ll be 
games and ribbons for the children 
and lots of vendors and food tents 
full of tasty treats to tempt you. 

Slocan Valley Fall Fair to include Show ’n Shine, country music jamboree
Of course, no fall fair is complete 
without the biggest and best fruits, 
vegetables, baking, home preserves 
and handiwork and the Slocan Valley 
fall fair is no exception, so gather 
up your goodies and bring them on 
down to enter into the fair.

All exhibits will be judged in 
the evening on Saturday, September 
13, so please ensure your exhibits 
are dropped off at the Winlaw Hall 
between noon and 4 pm Saturday.

The Winlaw Hall Society would 
like to send a big thank you to Fred 
and Pearl and the rest of the Dutoff 
family for all their hard work and 

dedication hosting the first eight 
years of the Slocan Valley Fall Fair.

Admission to the fair is only a 
toonie and children 10 and under are 
free. Show ’n Shine entries are $10 and 
include admission to the fair for the 
driver and one passenger. Please bring 
your lawn chairs and leave your pets 
at home. For further details regarding 
the fair, fair exhibits, vendors, music 
jamboree or Show  ’n Shine contact 
Carey at 250-226-7702.

Rain or shine, bring your whole 
family to the Slocan Valley fall fair for 
a full day of country fun September 
14.  

submitted
The popular lecture series, ‘Food 

for Thought,’ starts again August 27, 
7:30 pm with Ken Clatterbaugh’s 
discussion of the role of humour 
in religion at the Silverton Gallery. 
Sponsored by the Silverton Gallery 
and the Hidden Garden Gallery, this 
series of informal talks goes where 
no lecture series has gone before.

Clatterbaugh is chair of the 
Department of Philosophy at the 
University of Washington and has 
stimulated fascinating discussion 

Popular Food for Thought series returns to the Silverton Gallery
before with talks on religion in this 
series. Humour and religion may not 
normally seem to go together, but 
how many jokes do you know about 
a priest, a rabbi and a Mormon bishop 
who walk into a bar? Using jokes and 
sample readings, this commentary 
looks at how humour is used in 
conversations about religion.

“Humour is a constant in most 
human conversations whether 
they are about death, fishing, sex 
or religion,” says Clatterbaugh. 
“Humour does a great many things. 

It stretches our minds, gives us a jolt, 
teaches us, and makes us laugh.” 

The talks will continue monthly 
through November.  Fur ther 
presentations in the series will 
include our resident stargazer Sandy 
Nichols, well-known local ecologist 
Craig Pettit, and ‘professional old 
lady’ Lorna Obermayr. All talks will 
be given at the Silverton Gallery, 
with refreshments and a follow-up 
conversation session. Admission is 
by donation. Watch for the dates and 
circle them on your calendar. 

submitted
Former New Denver resident 

Sylvia Vandenbos will have an 
exhibition at the Hidden Garden 

Sylvia Vandenbos paintings at Hidden Garden Gallery
Gallery of her paintings of ‘Barns 
and Other Things,’ September 3-8.

“I have always been charmed 
by the numerous barns around us,” 

says Vandenbos. “There is a history 
connected to these old buildings. 
New barns are being built, but 
they do not tell the tale of the old 
barns.”

In her collection of paintings, 
Vandenbos includes many old 
Kootenay barns. “The people that 
owned these barns, lived among 
our mountains, rivers and creeks. 
They planted gardens for food and 
beauty. They had cattle, sheep, 
goats and chickens. They hunted 
for food. They survived and raised 
families. Many of these families are 
still living in the area around these 
barns.” 

A reception is planned for Sylvia 
Vandenbos’ exhibit on Friday, 
September 5, 7-9 pm, with music 
by Paul Gibbons. 

submitted
A black bear was shot by a member 

of the Slocan Lake RCMP detachment 
at Centennial Park on Saturday, 
August 16. Corporal Bowden from 
the detachment reports that the officer 
came across a group of campers 
watching the bear in the park, and 
attempted to scare the bear away by 
yelling. The bear bounded at the officer, 
so he drew his service pistol and hit the 

Black bear shot at Centennial Park
bear twice in the head. The bear ran out 
of the park, and after two more shots 
was confirmed destroyed.

Bowden says that two days before, 
this same officer had spent three hours 
on foot following a black bear out 
of town from Centennial Park. He is 
unsure if this was the same animal.

Police remind the public to ensure 
that food is not left accessible to 
wildlife. 
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SCHOOL OPENING 2008/09School District No. 10
(Arrow Lakes)

September 2, 2008 - all district schools will be in session 1/2 day only
KINDERGARTEN STUDENTS ATTENDING LUCERNE 

ELEMENTARY-SECONDARY SCHOOL AND 
NAKUSP ELEMENTARY SCHOOL will be contacted by 

the teacher prior to attendance.  

First day of attendance for BURTON ELEMENTARY 
AND EDGEWOOD ELEMENTARY SCHOOL 

KINDERGARTEN STUDENTS is 
Wednesday, September 3, 2008.

SUMMIT LAKE/GLENBANK/HIGHWAY 23 ROUTE • 2008/09
Driver – Raynelle Posnikoff • Bus #6100

AM RUN PM RUN
7:35 Leave Base 3:00 Leave Base
7:55 Hwy 6 Turnaround 3:05 NES
7:56 Summit Lake Rd. 3:10 NSS
8:01 Kingfisher Rd 3:16 Hot Springs Rd.
8:02 Fox 3:17 McDonald
8:07 Wilson Lake Rd. 3:18 Homis
8:13 Command 3:19 Hwy 23  North Turnaround
8:17 Carter 3:23 Home Ranch
8:19 Alexander Road Turnaround 3:27 Lindgren
8:20 Southin 3:28 Herridge
8:22 Vet Clinic 3:30 Matchett Subdivision
8:23 Wanstall 3:35 Bateman
8:24 Bateman 3:36 Wanstall
8:27 Matchett Subdivision 3:37 Vet Clinic
8:29 Herridge 3:40 Carter
8:31 Lindgren 3:41 Southin
8:34 Home Ranch 3:42 Alexander Road Turnaround
8:36 Homis 3:44 Command
8:37 Hwy 23 North Turnaround 3:52 Wilson Lake Rd.
8:41 McDonald 3:58 Fox
8:42 Hot Springs Rd. 3:59 Kingfisher Rd.
8:45 NSS 4:04 Summit Lake Rd.
8:47 NES 4:05 Hwy 6 Turnaround
8:50 Base 4:25 Base

SILVERTON ROUTE • 2008/09
Driver – Craig Besinque • Bus #4100

AM RUN PM RUN
8:05 Leave YRB Yard 3:10 LESS
8:30 Red Mountain Road South 3:11 Orchard
8:37 Red Mountain Road North 3:14 Hicks Road
8:39 Silverton Bigway 3:15 Silverton Ball Park
8:42 Silverton Ball Park 3:18 Silverton Bigway
8:43 Hicks Road 3:20 Red Mountain Road North
8:46 Orchard 3:27 Red Mountain Road South
8:47 LESS 4:05 YRB Yard

HILLS ROUTE • 2008/09
Driver – Dan Wilson • Bus #A7101

AM RUN PM RUN
7:57 Leave LESS 3:10 LESS
8:12 Laktin Road 3:12 6474 hwy 6
8:17 Purdy Road 3:13 Golf Course
8:21 Crown Road 3:15 Maxinuk
8:23 Auld Road 3:19 Log Dump
8:25 Sopow 3:20 Rosebery Loop South
8:26 Hills Reibin Road 3:21 Rosebery Loop North
8:28 Bonanza Rd. 3:28 Bonanza Rd.
8:34 Rosebery Loop North 3:29 Laktin Road
8:35 Rosebery Loop South 3:30 Hills Reibin Road
8:36 Log Dump 3:32 Sopow
8:38 Maxinuk 3:33 Auld Road
8:39 Golf Course 3:35 Purdy Road
8:40 6474 hwy 6 3:39 Crown Road
8:46 LESS 4:10 YRB Yard

EDGEWOOD ROUTE • 2008/09
Driver – Jim McKee • Bus #4101

AM RUN PM RUN
7:30 Leave Base 2:40 Leave EES
7:45 Ferry 2.46 Jordan Rd
7:50 J & S Snacks 2:50 Galloway
8:00 Ferry 2:51 Robinson Rd. Mailbox
8:15 Gravel Pit 2:53 Shuler
8:18 Fenton 2:55 Highway 6 Junction
8:21 Highway 6 Junction 3:02 Fenton
8:23 Shuler 3:05 Gravel Pit
8:25 Robinson Rd Mailbox 3:15 Ferry
8:26 Galloway 3:25 J & S Snacks
8.27 Jordan Rd 3:30 Ferry
8:35 EES 3:45 Base

STUDENTS RIDING 
SCHOOL BUSES MUST 
BE AT THEIR STOP 5 
MINUTES PRIOR TO 
POSTED BUS ARRIVAL 
TIME.

VEHICLE OPERATORS:  September 2, 2008 will 
be the official opening of school for School District No. 
10 (Arrow Lakes) 2008/09 session.  We like to remind 
motorists to watch out for children walking to school or 
waiting for school buses. 
 

ALTERNATE FLASHING LIGHTS:  School buses 
are equipped with alternate flashing red lamps and 
when they are flashing, traffic in both directions 
must stop and remain stopped until the red flashing 
lamps are turned off.  The flashing lights are to indicate 
the school bus is loading or unloading school children.   
It is an offence under the Motor Vehicle Act to pass 
a school bus with its overhead red lights flashing.

SCHOOL ZONES: Motorists driving through School Zones between the hours of 8:00 am and 5:00 pm must use caution and restrict speed to 30 km/hr.

Where Bus service is not available, Transportation Assistance 
may be provided to eligible parents who apply for assistance.  

Remember to apply in September as Transportation Assistance 
is paid starting at the beginning of the month when submitted 

and not retroactive to the beginning of the school year.

REGULAR SCHOOL HOURS 
(effective September 2, 2008)

SOUTHERN ZONE SCHOOLS - George Harding, Principal; Sally McLean, Vice-Principal

Edgewood Elementary School      Phone 269-7212 Hours:  8:42 - 11:50 and 12:35 – 2:35
 Kindergarten: 12:20 - 2:35 Monday to Friday 

Burton Elementary School  - Phone 265-3253 Hours:  8:20 – 12:05 and 12:50 – 3:26
 Kindergarten: 12:35 – 3:26 Monday to Thursday

NAKUSP ELEMENTARY SCHOOL - George Harding, Principal; Sally McLean, Vice-Principal
 Phone 265-3731 Hours:   9:00 - 12:00 and 12:45 – 2:56
 Kindergarten:  9:00 – 11:15 and 12:41– 2:56 Monday to Friday

NAKUSP SECONDARY SCHOOL - Kees van der Pol, Principal; Susan Paterson, Vice-Principal
 Phone 265-3668 Hours:  8:49 - 12:14 and 12:54 - 3:05

LUCERNE ELEMENTARY-SECONDARY SCHOOL - Trish Hawkins, Principal
 Phone 358-7222
 Regular Hours: Grades 1-7 9:00 – 12:00 and 1:00 – 3:05
     Grades 8-12 8:54 - 12:14 and 12:59 – 3:05 
     Kindergarten:  9:00-12:15       Tuesday to Friday

BURTON-NAKUSP ROUTE • 2008/09
Driver – Tim Fox • Bus #A7102

AM RUN PM RUN
8:02 Lv. Base / BES 3:05 Lv. NES
8:04 Buerge 3:10 Lv NSS
8:05 Clark Drive 3:14 P&T
8:06 McCormack Rd/Crossroads 3:15 Cann
8:07 Burton Loop Rd 3:16 O’Brien
8:08 BES 3:17 Brinker
8:11 Reimer 3:20 Bayview Estates
8:13 Orr 3:23 Maxfield.
8:14 Robins 3:31 Arrow Park Ferry Rd.
8:19 Adshead Road 3:33 Cenotaph
8:20 Cenotaph 3:34 Adshead Road
8:23 Arrow Park Ferry Rd 3:38 Robins
8:30 Maxfield 3:39 Orr
8:33 Bayview Estates 3:41 Reimer
8:36 Brinker 3:45 Buerge
8:37 O’Brien 3:47 Clark Drive
8:39 Cann 3:48 McCormack/Crossroads
8:40 P&T  3:50 Burton Loop Rd.
8:44 NSS 3:51 BES / Base
8:47 NES

CRESCENT BAY / BROUSE LOOP ROUTE • 2008/09
Driver – Denis Desrochers • Bus #7100

AM RUN PM RUN
8:07 Leave Bus Shop 2:55 Leave Bus Shop
8:11 Hwy 6 / Crescent Bay Rd. 3:05 NES
8:13 Brooks 3:10 NSS
8:17 Beech Rd. 3:15 Hwy 6/Crescent Bay Rd.
8:18 Bartley Rd. 3:17 Brooks
8:20 Yoshida 3:21 Beech Rd.
8:21  Kangaroo Trail 3:22 Bartley Rd. 
8:22 Billings Rd./Brouse Loop Rd. 3:24 Yoshida
8:25 McKee 3:25  Kangaroo Trail
8:26 Neftin 3:26 Billings Rd./Brouse Loop
8:28 Zeleznik 3:27 Christie
8:30 Christie 3:28 Brouse Loop/Hwy 6
8:32 Brouse Loop Rd./Hwy 6 3:29 McKee
8:35 Carson’s Corner 3:30 Neftin
8:37 McQuair 3:32 Zeleznik
8:41 NSS 3:36 Brouse Loop/Hwy 6
8:44 NES 3:39 Carson’s Corner
8:47 Base 3:41 McQuair
  3:45 Base

EDGEWOOD / NAKUSP ROUTE • 2008/09
Driver – Andy Cruden • Bus #A7101

AM RUN PM RUN
7:13 Leave Base 3:00 Leave Base
7:14 YRB Yard 3:05 NES
7:17 Giffen 3:08 NSS
7:24 Fenton 3:38 BES
7:30 Hwy 6 Junction 3:41 Silver Queen Rd.
7:35 Hockman 3:51 Wolstenholme
7:45 Ferry 3:54 Royko
7:55 J & S Snacks 3:55 Stebanuk
7:58 McGinnis 3:56 McGinnis
7:59 Stewart Road 3:58 J & S Snacks
8:00 Royko 4:00 Ferry
8:03 Wolstenholme 4:15 Hockman
8:13 Silver Queen Rd. 4:21 Hwy 6 Junction
8:16 BES 4:25 Fenton
8:45 NSS 4:31 Giffen
8:48 NES 4:34 YRB Yard
8:50 Base 4:35 Base
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Services offered
• Landscaping
• Small stump removal
• Trenching
• Waterlines
• Grading
...and more

RR#1 Site 1 Comp 11
New Denver, BC V0G1S0

Leave message at 250-551-2155

COMMUNITY

submitted
BC Hydro Power Smart is investing 

$6.5 million into a program that offers 
home audits and product rebates for 
homeowners to conserve energy and 
improve the comfort of their homes. 

The LiveSmart BC: Efficiency 
Incentive Program is an energy 
assessment and retrofit program that 
includes rebates and incentives for 
weatherproofing, insulation, windows, 
ventilation, as well as space and water 

BC Hydro introduces LiveSmart BC homeowner program
heating – all of which can help reduce 
heating costs and overall energy use.

LiveSmart BC is a part of the 
provincial government’s Energy Efficient 
Buildings Strategy, which sets out targets 
to maximize efficiency, conserve energy 
and reduce greenhouse gas emissions.  
To participate, homeowners can arrange 
for a subsidized energy assessment with 
a certified energy advisor. More details 
are available at www.LiveSmartBC.
ca .

Angela Beebe, Kayla Appleby and Susan Appleby and their stunning array of flowers at the 100 Mile Market at the 
Vallican Whole Community Centre on August 23.
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Honey Bear 
Bakery

Summer Hours 
Tues-Sat 9:00-5:00 
Closed Sun & Mon 

311 7th Ave NW • Nakusp • 265-4633
Rear Alley Entrance

WANTED 
TO BUY: 

CEDAR AND 
PINE POLES
John Shantz

• 250-308-7941 (cell)

Please contact: Gorman 
Brothers Lumber Ltd.

250-547-9296

NAKUSP & THE ARROW LAKES

Want to contribute 
to the Valley Voice?

Why not consider a 
voluntary subscription? 

$10-$30 per year

Garage 
Sale    

School District No. 10 
9 am to 3 pm

August 28, 2008 

98 6th Avenue NW

Nakusp, BC

No Early Birds Please

THIS DESCRIPTION PROVIDES THE MAJOR DUTIES AND 
RESPONSIBILITIES OF THIS POSITION.

IT IS NOT INTENDED AS A COMPLETE OR DETAILED LISTING.

A. GENERAL OUTLINE
Under the supervision of a Department Manager or Assistant 
Manager, this is a routine manual labour position entailing 
considerable physical effort and agility in the performance 
of a variety of unskilled and limited semi skilled tasks.  Work 
required may be within the Public Works, Arena Parks, or Hot 
Spring facilities requiring the exercise of one or more skills 
related to the department.  Shift work, week end work, and 
some overtime work will be expected.

B. EXAMPLES OF WORK:
Working on a crew doing vegetation maintenance using chain •	
saws, line trimmers, bush blades, lawn mowers, weed eaters 
and associated hand tools,
Performing a limited variety of semi skilled tasks in the •	
maintenance and construction of roads, pavement, sidewalks, 
trenches and similar areas,
Working on a crew installing or maintaining water and sewer •	
lines or connections, including working at the water and sewer 
plant facilities performing manual and semi skilled tasks,
Breaking black top and concrete surfaces using pneumatic •	
accessories,
Operating a pick up truck to pick up and deliver tools etc.•	
Assisting at the Arena with custodial duties or other related •	
work as may be assigned,
Working with a Parks Crew doing park and playing field •	
maintenance and associated work,
Working at the Hot Spring Facility performing manual labour •	
as may be assigned.
Operating the garbage truck and collecting municipal •	
garbage. 
Other related work as may be assigned.•	

C. MINIMUM REQUIREMENTS:
High School graduation (or equivalent);•	
Valid B.C. Class 5 Operators driver’s license;•	
Occupational First Aid and CPR certificates; •	
WHMIS •	
Experience in Maintenance and Construction of  facilities and •	
Infrastructure, or equivalent level of training and experience; 
Ability to follow instructions and observe safety and policy •	
regulations.
A Medical Certificate of fitness, verifying the physical ability and •	
stamina to perform heavy manual outdoor work in all weather 
conditions.  The Village will verify its authority to require this. 

D. RATE OF PAY AND COMPENSATION:
As per the CUPE Local 2450 Collective Agreement, 
$15.29/hr probationary and then $16.08/hr

Interested applicants are invited to submit detailed resume’s to Bob 
Lafleur, CAO at Box 280, Nakusp BC  V0G 1R0 or email to blafleur@
nakusp.com  prior to September 5th, 2008 including verification of all 
qualifications and reference letters from previous employers.  The 
preferred candidate will be eligible for the EI wage subsidy.  The 
position will commence approx. September 15th, 2008.  We thank all 
who apply however the Village will only be contacting those chosen 
for interviews.

JOB POSTING for one full time LABOURER

VILLAGE 
OF 

NAKUSP

by Jan McMurray
Nakusp and the Arrow Lakes 

will have a regional tourism plan in 
place within eight months, now that 
the community has been accepted 
into Tourism BC’s Community 
Tourism Foundations program.

T h e  N a k u s p  a n d  A r e a 
Development Board (NADB) 
made application to the program 

in February this year. In May, they 
received a letter asking them to 
host an exploratory meeting as “a 
final application step towards full 
approval” into the program. The 
exploratory meeting was held on 
July 7.

“We had great representation 
from local stakeholders at the 
exploratory meeting,” reported 
Beth McLeod, NADB’s Community 
Projects Co-ordinator and part of the 
working group for the project. “The 
Tourism BC representatives were 
very impressed with our enthusiasm 
for the process and our acceptance 
into the program was made official 
that day.” 

The working group is made up of 
about 20 people who represent a cross-
section of tourism stakeholders in the 
community, including businesses, 
organizations and government. The 
Tourism BC representatives involved 
include Simone Carlysle-Smith, the 
group facilitator, who specializes 
in the development of community 
tourism for small communities in 
BC; Caterina Papadakos, Manager, 
Community Development; Monique 
Brunel, Community Development 
Coordinator; and Chris Andrews, 
Manager, Partners and Community 
Programs with Kootenay Rockies 
Tourism.

“This is a great opportunity for 
the Nakusp area,” says McLeod. 
“Tourism BC has a wealth of 
resources and a solid knowledge 
base.”

The next step in the process is 
for the working group to complete 
an inventory of current tourism 
products and infrastructure. The 

facilitator, Simone Carlysle-Smith, 
will then take the inventory and the 
report from the exploratory meeting, 
conduct information interviews, 
review secondary research and 
draft a Situation Analysis. Tourism 
BC representatives will come back 
to Nakusp for a planning meeting 
to finalize the Situation Analysis 
document, and then a Tourism 
Plan will be drafted. The working 
group will see the draft plan first, 
and provide feedback before it is 
presented to the public at an open 
house. The plan will be completed 
once all the input has been received, 
and will be presented to Village 
council for adoption.

To assist the community with 
implementing the plan, Tourism 
BC has a second program called the 
Community Tourism Opportunities 
program. McLeod anticipates that 
they will make application to this 
program.

The Nakusp and District Chamber 

Tourism planning underway for Nakusp and the Arrow Lakes 
of Commerce has recently requested 
increased funding from the Village, 
from $6,000 to $15,000 annually. 
This decision has been tabled until 
the Tourism Plan is completed. 
McLeod explained that the needs of 
the Visitor Centre, including funding, 
will be identified as part of the plan. 
“All aspects of tourism development 
must be considered in the plan so 
that tourism can move forward in 
an integrated and sustainable way. 
It’s important for the Visitor Centre 
requirements to be included as part 
of the bigger picture of tourism in the 
area,” she said.

As for the hot springs, McLeod 
said that the facility was recognized 
as a key attraction for the area at the 
exploratory meeting. Just after that 
first meeting, the referendum on the 
disposition of the hot springs was 
announced. “The referendum will 
have implications for the hot springs 
– this will form part of the Situation 
Analysis,” she said.

Benefit concert for Rosie Lukenda postponed
submitted

The benefit concert for Rosie 
Lukenda with musical guests Edward 
Fryer and the Lost Tribe on Earth 
scheduled for August 29 at the 
Three Lions Pub in Nakusp has been 
postponed. A September date is being 
arranged and will be announced 
soon.

Watch for announcement on the 
new concert date, as Fryer and his 
band produce consistently high energy 
evenings of music, and the cause is 
more than worthwhile. 

Rosie Lukenda has Parkinson’s 
disease and therefore needs volunteer 

assistance and special equipment 
to continue living on her own. All 
proceeds from the concert will 
go to Rosie to help her purchase 
equipment for her home and support 
her independence.

by Jan McMurray
ENMAX Energy Corporation 

has registered three run-of-river 
hydro projects, including the 
Caribou Creek project near Burton, 
and one waste-to-energy facility as 
part of the BC Hydro Clean Power 
Call process.

Scott Woronuik, ENMAX Vice 
President of business development 
in BC, explained that registration is 
a new requirement of BC Hydro’s 
Call for Power process. “This is 
the first time that BC Hydro has 
had the requirement to register 
projects that may be put to them 
in the Clean Power Call. They are 
creating a queue of projects they 
may be dealing with this year and 
next – they wanted to get a sense of 
whether there were 20 projects or 
200 projects that would be submitted 
in the Clean Power Call,” he said.

Companies that are responding to 
the Clean Power Call had to register 
their projects by August 12 and must 
submit their project proposals to BC 
Hydro by November 25. Contracts 
will be awarded in June 2009. 

 Registration is not the only 
difference in this year’s process. 
Woronuik said it had changed from a 
Calls for Tender process to a Request 

ENMAX registers Caribou Creek hydro project
for Proposals process. “BC Hydro 
had Calls for Power in 2001, 2002, 
2003 and 2006 and those processes 
were markedly different from this 
one. They were Calls for Tender, 
where developers would submit 
their project proposals, which would 
be accepted or rejected. This is a 
Request for Proposals process that 
implies discussion or negotiation 
with BC Hydro.” 

The other two run-of-river 
projects ENMAX registered are 
Centre Creek near Chilliwack, 
and Phantom Lake, which is “a 
continuation or small storage facility 
right behind the two Clowhom 
run-of-river projects that we have 
under construction right now,” said 
Woronuik.

The waste-to-energy project 
that ENMAX has registered is 
located on the Sunshine Coast 

near Port Mellen and involves 
burning garbage to create electricity. 
ENMAX is partnering with Howe 
Sound Pulp and Paper on this 
project, and Woronuik says he is not 
sure they will be ready to formally 
answer the Call for Power with this 
project. But, he points out, “if you 
don’t register, getting in later won’t 
be possible.”

ENMAX is also indirectly 
supporting five other project 
registrations. These include four 
Energy Recovery Projects registered 
by  EnPower  Green Energy 
Generation Limited Partnership 
(owned 50 per cent by ENMAX 
Green Power Inc. and 50 per cent 
by Pristine Power Inc.), and the 
Phase One 320MW offshore wind 
development by NaiKun Wind 
Energy Group Inc., of which 
ENMAX is a shareholder.

CORRECTION
In the article in our August 13 

issue, ‘23 North to play benefit dance 
for Gord Chernoff,’ it was reported 
that Gord would be in Toronto 
recovering from his operation for 
another three months. In fact, he 
could be there for as long as another 
year. Also, the article stated that 
Chernoff has been living in Toronto 
at his own expense. The family 
wanted to clarify that he has been 
able to stay in Toronto because of the 
very generous people who have so 
graciously made donations to Gord’s 
trust account.
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“The Natural Choice”
More than just a health food store

• groceries
• biodegradable & compostable picnic supplies

• excellent selection of organic products
• nutritional snacks and beverages

• fresh BC produce

353-2594 • 422 Front Street

by Jan McMurray
•The regular council meeting of 

August 12 did not go ahead because 
of lack of quorum, so this August 19 
special meeting was called.

•Don Nash of the RDCK provided 
a copy of a grant application to the 
Innovations Fund (federal gas tax 
funding) for $150,000 to plan the 
amalgamation of four small water 

Kaslo council, August 19: Grant applications go in for regionalized water system
systems in the Kaslo area into one cost-
effective larger system. The four small 
communities are Kaslo South, Mirror 
Lake, Pineridge and the portion of the 
Village of Kaslo that is immediately 
south of the Kaslo River.

Nash also confirms that CH2M 
HILL will be hired for $5,000 to write 
another grant application for the project 
to be submitted to the Building Canada 

Fund. He states that Director Shadrack 
has some money set aside for this, but 
has noted that the cost should be shared 
in some fashion.

•A quote from Heritage Roofing for 
$11,700 to repair the A Avenue fire hall 
roof was accepted. Foreman Walker was 
directed to schedule the work.

•Mary DeNault appeared as a 
delegation to present a letter from 
Michael DeNault and Jody Sawchuk 
in opposition to a non-resident form of 
property taxation. Later in the meeting, 
council received two other letters against 
the idea. It will be suggested to these 
people to contact MLA Corky Evans, 
since any changes to tax structure would 
be a provincial initiative.

•Silvio Lettrari attended as a 
delegation to speak about the joint 
initiative between the Kaslo Trailblazers 
and the Chamber of Commerce to 
replace the signage at the pullouts at 
the Nelson and New Denver entrances 
to Kaslo. The groups have secured 
grant funding for the project. He asked 
council to pass a motion which would 
authorize the Trailblazers to collect fees 
from local businesses to advertise on 
the new signage. Currently, the Village 
collects a small amount in annual fees 
for the ads on the existing signs. Council 
agreed to turn over the signage to the two 
groups. Lettrari also asked that a council 
representative join the Chamber and 
Trailblazers representatives to approve 
the signage design.

•Ian Fraser attended as a delegation 
to request support for the repair of the 
Buchanan Lookout tower. The tower 
has been closed for two years because 
it is unsafe until the top level is repaired 
or rebuilt. Fraser said this work has 
been planned but put off for two years 
due to funding constraints. He asked 
council to write a letter to Dan Reibin 
of the Ministry of Tourism asking for 
assurances that the site be open next 
year. Council agreed.

•A petition by the Kootenay Lake 
Historical Society to include the SS 
Moyie in the specified sewer area was 
received and approved. The bylaw 
to amend the specified sewer area to 
include the Moyie was given three 
readings.

•The Moyie sewer connection will 
be discussed at a meeting on September 3 
with the Municipal Services Committee, 

the Kootenay Lake Historical Society, 
Dave Russell of TW Developments, 
Paul Kelly, sewer plant operator, and 
Glen Walker, public works foreman.

Council received preliminary 
drawings for options for the SS Moyie 
sewer system from TW Developments, 
as well as a second SS Moyie sewerage 
report. This second report confirms 
that the Moyie load can be added to the 
sewer plant on an ‘on demand’ or ‘off 
peak’ basis – there are no regulatory 
or operational restrictions. The 
recommendation in Report #2 is to allow 
the Moyie onto the system immediately 
on an ‘on demand’ basis, but under an 
agreement with the Moyie to either pay 
for the additional equipment needed 
to switch to ‘off peak’ in the future, or 
make a cash contribution equal to the 
cost of the equipment – about $10,000 
– to put towards upgrading the system 
to serve the whole Village.

•Kaslo Jazz Etc. Society wrote 
to say they were happy to assist the 
Village by providing the use of their 
portable toilets when the toilets were not 
functioning at the SS Moyie on July 1. 
The society also repaid the original $500 
seed money the Village granted them 
for the start-up of this project – to build 
portable flush toilets for rent to non-
profit organizations in the region.

•A letter from a resident regarding 
the increasing user costs of the sewer 
system was referred to the 2009 Parcel 
Tax Roll Review Panel.

•Council received four suggestions 
for renaming the provincial building: 
‘The Village Centre,’ ‘the Kaslo 
Provincial Building,’ ‘the Village of 
Kaslo Office Building’ and ‘the White 
Elephant.’ These were referred to the 
Municipal Services Committee for 
recommendation to council.

•Council received two documents 
related to the provincial building. The 
first was Nelson’s policy on lease and 
rental fees for City owned property and 
was referred to the Municipal Services 
Committee for recommendation to 
council. The second was a quote for a 
$1,229 security system for the building. 
Staff was directed to seek information on 
other security systems.

•Alan Davidson of the Ministry 
of Environment wrote to the Ministry 
of Transportation, Village of Kaslo 
and Retallack Resort regarding the 

landslide site on private property above 
Whitewater Creek. Davidson says a site 
inspection in June found that the failure 
site has again become active, and another 
two to three days of work to restore 
drainage ditches is recommended. He 
asks the stakeholders to provide some 
funding for the work. 

The Ministry of Transportation replies 
that it cannot fund works on private land. 
Kevin Arcuri from Retallack replies that 
Retallack would be willing to help after 
the other parties have committed. This 
correspondence was referred to Director 
Andy Shadrack for information, and to 
the Development Services Committee to 
discuss financing options.

The Ministry of Transportation wrote 
further to say that ministry geotechnical 
engineers investigated the area in 2006 
and 2007 and concluded that catastrophic 
failure of the slide is unlikely and poses 
limited risk to the travelling public. 
This was also referred to Shadrack for 
information.

Kaslo’s interest in this is that a slide 
at Whitewater could affect the Village’s 
secondary water supply, Kaslo River. 
There were slides at this site in 2002 
and 2007. Remediation work was done 
last fall, with the Village of Kaslo and 
Retallack Resort both contributing 
financially.

•Gary Edighoffer wrote to council to 
thank them for allowing the jazz jams at 
Kaslo Bay Resort to go until 1 am during 
Jazz Fest. He also recommended that 
a decibel limit be imposed on the jazz 
jams – 100 dB until midnight and 90 dB 
after midnight. His letter was referred to 
the Municipal Services Committee for 
information.

•The Nelson and District Chamber 
of Commerce wrote to request a $20,000 
contribution from the Village to the start-
up of the North Kootenay Lake Tourism 
Society. The society is part of a regional 
approach to tourism and economic 
development between Nelson, Areas E, 
F and D and Kaslo that resulted from 
the Community Tourism Foundations 
program of Tourism BC. The request was 
referred to the Kaslo and District Chamber 
of Commerce and local accommodation 
owners for comment to council.

•Two quotes will be obtained for 
conducting an assessment of boulevard 
and park trees in upper and lower Kaslo.

•A moratorium was declared on 
any further brushing on the Water Street 
slope.

•The mayor and CAO were authorized 
to sign a lease with the Victorian Hospital 
of Kaslo Auxiliary for a one-year term, 
with subsequent first rights of refusal 
annually for a period of four years at 
an annual cost of $1 for the purpose of 
housing the thrift store.

•A policy regarding the storage of 
logs on Village property, including rights 
of way, was referred to the Municipal 
Services Committee for recommendation 
to council.

•CARO Analytical Services provided 
a quote for Kaslo River leachate testing 
at $261 per sample.

•Three pieces of correspondence 
regarding an application for a 
Development Variance Permit for a lot 
on Washington Street to subdivide the 
property into three lots were referred to 
the Development Services Committee for 
recommendation to council.

•Council agreed that a maximum 
of $5,000 be expended on expanding 
the scope of the Spirit Square funding 
application.

Argenta was my first home when I moved to the Kootenays from 
Toronto, in the fall of 1991. There, I learned to appreciate the 
simple lifestyle that draws many people to this area, people with 
rich and interesting backgrounds. Today I live in Kaslo, where my 
husband and I are raising two sons, supported by businesses of our 
own - Kaslo Cable Ltd and True North Timberframe and Design.  
During my seventeen years here I have come to know and appreciate 
the north end of the lake and the many unique properties that 
exist, as well as those that are yet to be. Realize your dreams 
or move on toward new ones, I can help you. As a representative 
of Century21 Mountainview Realty, I can make your real estate 
experience stress-free. Call me at 877-930-4600, or use my direct 
line: 250-505-4722.

We would like to welcome Kul Nijjar to 
Century 21 Mountainview Realty Ltd!

Kul Nijjar
Phone: 250-505-4722

Toll-free: 877-930-4600
Email: kul@century21kaslo.com

Kul Nijjar, Realtor

MOUNTAINVIEW REALTY

submitted
The BC government is investing 

$600,000 over three years to better protect 
air quality by exploring new techniques and 
technologies to manage woody debris from 
logging and land development. The funding 
allocated by the Ministry of Forests and 
Range is part of the $28.5 million BC Air 
Action Plan released in June by the provincial 
government. The project will be coordinated 
by FP Innovations’ Feric Division, a non-
profit research and development organization 
that promotes the sustainable development of 
forestry operations.

“With higher energy prices, there is an 
opportunity to make better use of this fibre 
by converting it to bio energy and other 
products,” said Minister Bell. “By better 
utilizing the resource, we can promote 
economic diversification, ensure healthy 
forests, and improve air quality.”

Burning very fine woody debris like 
twigs and stems does not generate as much 
particulates and it can help keep forests 

Provincial government to explore 
alternatives to wood waste burning

healthy. Burning the larger pieces leads to 
poor air quality.

“The BC forest sector is actively taking 
steps to reduce its environmental footprint,” 
said Ian de la Roche, FP Innovations President 
and CEO. “This program is a great opportunity 
for researchers to work with forest operations 
managers to create and showcase science-
based innovations that will reduce wildland 
fire risk while protecting BC’s air quality.”

Submissions for funding under the 
grant will be open to researchers with 
relevant experience in alternatives to burning, 
burning techniques or smoke management. 
The program will be administered in three 
phases, with phase one covering funding 
for field trials and demonstration projects in 
collaboration with BC forest companies.

Organizations interested in demonstrating 
concepts or tools that can be applied to this 
program are invited to submit a letter of intent 
outlining proposed projects to FP Innovations 
by Aug. 29, 2008. For more information, log 
on to www.feric.ca/en.
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Kaslo & District 
Community 
Forest 
Quarterly Update:  April, 
May, & June/2008
Annual General Meeting

The April 16th AGM went 
very well. So many people bought/
renewed their memberships (231 
voters) that the meeting couldn’t 
start until 7:30. The meeting itself 
was very calm and civil. Slightly 
more than half the voters just came 
in, voted, and left. That left about 
100 people at the meeting. The 
society’s by-laws were overhauled. 
The members present voted to:

• retain the two appointed board 
positions

• continue with the policy of 
allowing only in-person voting for 
directors

New Board
T h e  n e w  B o a r d  o f 

D i r e c t o r s  c o n s i s t s  o f : 
Steve Anderson (newly elected, 
has been on the Board previously) 
Stan Baker (continuing, re-elected) 
Tom Duchastel (newly elected) 
S teve  Fawcet t  (cont inuing , 
a p p o i n t e d  b y  R D C K ) 
Bruce Freeman (newly elected) 
Greg Lay, RPF (newly elected, 
has been on the Board previously) 
P a t  M a c k l e  ( c o n t i n u i n g , 
t e r m  e x p i r e s  n e x t  y e a r ) 
Rob Mitchell, RPF (continuing, 
appointed by Village of Kaslo) 
Brodie Whitney (continuing, 
t e r m  e x p i r e s  n e x t  y e a r ) 
[RPF = Registered Professional 
Forester]

Board Priorities
The new board held an informal 

introductory meeting and talked 
about priorities for the coming year. 
Two priorities that emerged were:

1) working towards getting two 
years ahead in the planning and 
layout of cutblocks, and one year 
ahead in road building.

2) keeping a close eye on the 
society’s finances, due to the poor 
market conditions for sawlogs and 
lumber.

Forest Stewardship Plan:
The Forest Stewardship Plan 

is our Five-Year Plan stating how 
we plan to work in the forest. Only 
after the FSP is approved can we 
apply for cutting permits. An open 
house period was held for the public 
to view our draft FSP. Several 
comments were received from the 
public. After the draft was submitted, 
the Ministry of Forests made further 
comments and requests. Those have 
been dealt with, and we’re now 
looking forward to having our FSP 
approved so that we can get on with 
logging plans.

Community Wildfire 
Interface:

We take wildfire abatement 
planning very seriously. Director 
Greg Lay has been appointed 
by the board to be our liaison to 
other regional wildfire groups and 
associations. KDCFS was added 
to the wildfire stakeholder group 
in the Kaslo area. Our Forest Fire 
Preparedness plan has been submitted 
to the SE Fire centre.

Audit:
The KDCFS was audited by the 

Forest Practices Board in June. It took 
a lot of time and effort to prepare for 
the audit and our management team 
and staff are to be thanked for a 
great job of preparation and record 
cleanup. The FPB was happy with 
our operations and administrative 
processes.

Water Monitoring:
Through a motion passed at 

a previous KDCFS AGM, the 
membership instructed the board to 
reinstate a water monitoring program. 
The Selkirk College Integrated 
Environmental Planning Technology 
(IEPT) program has conducted 
some of their field studies in the 
Kaslo watersheds in the summer of 
2007. The students, along with their 
instructor, are quite eager to make 
Kaslo a destination choice for their 
annual fieldwork. The KDCFS has 
submitted a funding application to 
the Forest Investment Account so 
that 5 or 6 streams that have historical 
data can be monitored in 2008. We 

hope to train local volunteers so that 
water sampling can continue after 
Selkirk College has left. Watch for 
your opportunity to assist in this 
important undertaking.

Harvesting Operations:
We have recently completed 

our 2007/8 harvesting plans (+/-
19000m3 in total) and will submit 
new cutting permits as soon as our 
Forest Stewardship Plan is approved. 
We hope to market some timber this 
coming fall if market conditions 
warrant it.

Silviculture:
Plans to pro-actively regenerate 

our 2007/8 harvest areas in the spring 
of this year had to be delayed due to 
heavier than expected slash-loading 
and a late spring thaw. All purchased 
seedlings were used to fill up some 
older cutblocks and to fill plant some 
of last year’s planting that failed.  

We anticipate burning landing 
accumulations in the area next fall 
and will slash-burn some areas 
visible from town next spring. This 
slash burning will reduce slash loads 
and reduce the risk of fire in the 
forest/community interface area.

Late-Breaking News 
– KDCFS Changes to 
Cash-Based Accounting:

At the July 9/08 board meeting, 
it was decided to move to cash-based 
accounting. This doesn’t affect how 
much money is in the bank or how 
much money is available for various 
purposes – it affects how financial 
data is presented. Instead of the 
complicated corporate-based model 
we’ve been using, we will change to 
a cheque-book model which is much 
easier to understand. We’re allowed 
to choose between these models 
because we are a non-profit society 
that doesn’t pay income taxes.

Although our accounting should 
become more transparent with this 
change, this first year (the 
transition year) may see 
some rather bizarre 
numbers show up as we 
convert all our amortized 
expenses into current 
expenses. So don’t get 
alarmed if some large 
paper-losses show up 
in the 2008 fiscal year.

Thank you 
Valley Voice
The only newspaper that 

tells us what is going on in 
the Kaslo area. The only 
newspaper that gives us a 

chance to say what we think 
about it, free of charge, in 
Voices from the Valleys.

Paid advertisement by Jane Lynch 
in support of the Valley Voice

Cozy winter sweaters have just 

arrived, along with hats and other 

woolens to keep you warm this fall.
Open 7 days a week.

Summer sale 
at the 

clothes hanger 
20% off all 
summer stock and 
up to 50% on 
selected items 

Sale on
          NOW  

441 Front Street • Kaslo, BC • (250) 353-9688 

submitted
The Village of Kaslo and the Kaslo 

and Area Chamber of Commerce 
have invited Invest Kootenay to make 
a presentation to local businesses and 
residents on Friday, September 5 from 
4-6 pm at Selkirk College in Kaslo, 
as part of plans to expand Invest 
Kootenay’s successful partnership 
promoting investment throughout the 
Kootenays.

The Invest Kootenay Partnership 
was established to pursue local and 

Community of Kaslo invites Invest Kootenay for presentation
regional economic development 
initiatives aimed at attracting out of 
area investment. Invest Kootenay is 
currently a partnership of Castlegar, 
Nelson, Creston, Grand Forks, 
Revelstoke, and  Community Futures. 
The Invest Kootenay Partnership 
began in Nelson and Castlegar in 
2004. 

“We believe that the Kaslo area 
could benefit significantly by joining 
the Invest Kootenay partnership,” said 
Dawn Lang, President of the Kaslo 

and Area Chamber of Commerce. 
“Potential business owners, residents 
and investors need the quality and 
availability of information Invest 
Kootenay develops to make good 
decisions about relocation to our 
area.”

The original research conducted 
by Invest Kootenay indicated the 
majority (more than 70%) of out 
of area investors /new business 
people came to the area originally as 
tourists or to visit family and friends. 

Interviews with tourism operators 
revealed a number of interested 
investors were continuing to slip 
through the cracks simply due to 
miscommunication, and inconsistent 
or nonexistent information. Parallel 
research also showed that the Internet 
was being used as the primary source 
of information on communities 
whether it was to visit or to potentially 
invest. 

The Kaslo and Area Chamber 
of Commerce, representing area 

businesses locally and provincially, 
is working on a number of initiatives 
that have been identified as key 
issues for local tourism and economic 
development in general. For more 
information on becoming a member 
or getting involved in supporting 
business initiatives important to your 
business, visit www.kaslochamber.
com.

submitted
Join us in the field on Highway 

31, just north of Kaslo, as Kootenay 
Lodge and Farm hosts the Gaia’s 
Garden Harvest Faire on Labour 
Day, Monday, September 1. 
Faire hours are from 1-9 pm and 
admission is $2 for adults and $1 for 
children and those under 18 years. 

There will be live music and 
dancing all day, a pie eating contest 
with a $100 gift certificate from 
Irly Building Supply in Kaslo as 
the prize, and the Golden Throne 

Gaia’s Garden Harvest Faire on Labour Day 
Dunk Tank, where you can dunk 
your mayor, your mechanic and 
your cop. There will be a number 
of events for the children, including 
a pie eating contest, hay hunt, 
scavenger hunt and the great bubble 
chase. 

Workshops will be offered 
throughout the day including Tai 
Chi, Tarot and meditation.  There 

will be a Garden Bounty Give-
Away Table where you can bring 
something from your garden to 
trade for something from someone 
else’s, and a Personal Treasure 
Give-Away Table as well. You can 
share your best preserves on the 

Pickles and Preserves Sharing Table 
where people will be able to have a 
taste of all the wonderful flavours.

A full schedule of events 
is available online at www.
kootenaylodge.com or call 250-
353-2463 for more information.
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Get outta town
with 

Peter 
roulston

Kaslo Building 
Supplies

For all of your gardening 
needs – we help build 

gardens too

Mon - Sat – 8 am - 5 pm
6521 Highway 31 • Kaslo

Phone: 353-7628
Fax: 353-7740

www.kaslobuilding.com
kaslo.building@telus.net

10-12 Seed Saving 101

12-1 Travelling lunch to local farm

1-4 Visit and learn local seed saving 

with local farmers

Registration required: 250-353-7691 or email: aimeewatson@nklcss.org

Funded by Union of BC Municipalities, The Village of Kaslo and North Kootenay Lake Community Services Society

North Kootenay Lake Community Services and Kaslo Food Security Project are pleased to present:

Wednesday, September 3, 10 - 4
Kaslo, BC

$35

Jams & Jellies
• Tuesday, August 26, 5-9 pm
Come join Lindsay for all 
things jamming’! We will make 
blackberry jam and a surprise 
jelly!

Fruitopia!
• Monday, September 8
Working with the Fruit Tree 
Project, learn how you can 
harvest free fruit and process 
for all year yummy treats!

Pressure Canning
• Monday, September 15, 5-9 pm
Join Donna as she takes us 
through the ins and outs of pres-
sure canning. Pressure canning 
is used for most vegetables as 
they are quite alkaline and need 
proper methods of storing to keep 
from spoiling. Most fruit is acidic 
and will do fine in hot water baths, 
which is what we will explore in 
other workshops.

All things tomato!
• Monday, September 22
From spaghetti sauce to ketchup. 
learn a variety of preserves that 
will keep that summer fresh taste 
of tomatoes all year long!

All workshops are held at Seniors 
Hall, downtown Kaslo

Each Class is only $10

Registration is required: 250-353-7691
Email: aimeewatson@nklcss.org

North Kootenay Lake Community Services and Kaslo Food Security Project are pleased to present:

AnotHer SeASon WinDS DoWn
My 16th year in business has been enjoyable and rewarding 

with 300 customers helped over my 26 weekend openings 
starting back in March. New and used bicycle sales took 
place, and numerous repairs from simple and cheap to some 
more involved. 

Though I’ll be closed officially after Labour Day, you can 
still call for appointments or purchases.

NEW DENVER • 250-358-2133 • OFF SEASON – PHONE AHEAD, EH?

The Natural 
Arch at Deer 
Park

Above the shores of Lower 
Arrow Lake between Deer Park and 
Renata is a remarkable arch of stone 
projecting from the mountainside, 
about 160 metres above lake level. 
In an urban location this sort of thing 
would attract helicopter tours, guided 

hikes and enjoy considerable fame. 
Ten years ago I motor-boated down 
from Fauquier to see this arch and 
decided to visit it last week from the 
road’s end at Deer Park. 

This arch is also called the 
Natural Bridge, the Renata Arch, and 
the Brooklyn Bridge after a stop on 
the old railway nearby. Many locals 
know about it and have seen it from 
afar but the hike to it is steep and 
circuitous. This geographical oddity 
is not the result of erosion because 
it’s pretty much solid granite with 
only a seasonal trickle of water 
beneath it.

From Castlegar the Broadwater 
Road is paved and heads up the east 

side of Arrow Lake past the industrial 
sawmill/pulp mill complex through 
the pretty settlement of Robson. 
After 15 kilometres you come to 
Syringa Creek Provincial Park and 
the road continues as gravel, well 
maintained and regularly used. 
You’ve passed two marinas and the 
new condo development popping 
up at the park boundary. Syringa 
Park has a fabulous boat ramp and 
dock if you want to start a boat tour 
from here.

Beyond here the road is very 
scenic and winds steeply up and 
down along the dry side of the valley. 
There are portions of it that remind 
me of the Slocan bluffs before the big 
widening project. With fine stands 
of Ponderosa pines and dryland 
vegetation this area has an almost 
Okanagan feel to it without the rush. 
Driving along you can easily see 
across narrow Arrow Lake to the 
ascending grade of the Columbia-
Western Railway that now serves as a 
great multi-use trail right to Christina 
Lake and beyond. With binoculars 
you can study the trestles, tunnels 
and rock walls.

About 15 kilometres from 
Syringa Park the gravel road swings 

down into Deer Park, which was 
once part of the Arrow Lakes world 
prior to the flooding to make Arrow 
reservoir. Sternwheelers would stop 
here, farm families would live good, 
honest lives and the farming, fishing 
and wintertime horse logging kept 
everyone slightly poor but very 
happy. Nowadays there’s likely 50 
odd homes here largely of a seasonal 
nature though like a lot of places 
now there’s young retirees becoming 
active year-rounders. 

There’s an okay little beach area 
in a tiny bay at the south edge of this 
hamlet and my big plan had been to 
kayak the two kilometers across the 
lake to the trailhead for the arch and 
then boot on up. However there was 
a strong hot wind blowing from the 
north and no way I’d get across and 
still be in a good mood. I worked 
my way slowly northward along the 
waterfront, admiring the numerous 
cottages and cabins that cluster the 
shore and got to a sheltered rocky 
cove but the lake was too crazy to 
sneak across.

Anyhow, if you do get over to 
the trailhead, then you can hike 
to the arch. You can easily see the 
arch from Deer Park, especially in 

the morning when the sun hits it. It 
does occupy kind of a gully and is 
on a very steep slope right above the 
lake. When more people lived here 
it was likely visited much more and 
at that time there was less vegetation 
hiding the lower half of it. The trail 
is well signed and kept up by both 
the Forest Service and BC Hydro, 
as I recall. The path gets quite steep 
and rough in spots and has to dodge 
up and down to finally get you to 
the arch.

The arch is huge and could have 
been a highway overpass for the 
Stone Age. The trail creeps around 
it and eventually to the top of the 
arch. Here you can walk across 
the free-standing span some three 
metres wide, maybe 30 metres long, 
with thin air below you to the gully 
bottom 25 metres beneath. Fantastic 
and surreal, this is one of those places 
where you say “Wow!” but when you 
get home to talk about it people only 
say “What?” Plan this as a day trip 
while the lake is at the full level and 
the weather still fine.

Peter Roulston owns the Bicycle 
Hospital in New Denver and 
generally keeps to the straight and 
narrow. 250-358-2133

Gardening 101- 
Harvesting the 
Bounty 

The time of harvesting has begun 
and we need to start looking at what 
seeds we will save for next year.

To start, let’s go over what you 
do with the garden bounty.

Storing methods range from 
basic root cellars, canning, freezing 
and drying. Many root veggies can 
simply be stored in the basement 
with adequate ventilation, humidity, 
darkness and cool temperatures. In 
canning, you need to know which 
foods need pressure canning and 
which ones need hot water baths. 
Acidic foods like most fruits and 
tomatoes can be processed in a hot 
water bath with success. I always add 
a little lemon juice for added acid 
and preserving. Veggies generally 
need pressure canning as they are 
more alkaline and prone to spoilage. 
The best resource for canning is the 
latest edition of Stocking Up! If you 
are in the Kaslo area, the Kaslo Food 
Security Project is hosting canning 
workshops throughout September. 

Other storing methods are 
fermentation and pickling. A fabulous, 
but controversial book, Nourishing 
Traditions, is the best resource for 
fermentation. This process is not 
much work, and fermented products 
are full of nutrients and fabulous 
for re-building sluggish digestive 
systems.

With our abundant fruit trees, 
there is no reason we need to import 
any fruit in the winter months. Dried 
fruits and fruit leathers are great 
for keeping the taste and health of 
summer fresh in winter pantries. 
Most regions also have fruit tree 
projects where people can pick 
free fruit. For the North Kootenay 
Region, contact Gillian Sanders 250-
353-1137. Gillian’s group will also 
be hosting our September 8 canning 
workshop and will go over all of the 
fabulous things one can do with our 
abundant fruit.

As we have explored the various 
gardening techniques in this monthly 
column, we have one more very 
important factor to cover in the 
sustainable garden. Seeds. 

Seeds are the foundation to all 
that we have discussed here. It is 
naïve to assume or forget that the 
seeds also tend to arrive on the 
trucks. In a sustainable garden, seeds 
from as many of your staples should 
be saved. Many seeds can be easy. 
The trick is learning the families of 
your veggies and knowing what you 
planted in the first place. Lettuce is a 
very simple seed to save as it is self-
pollinating, meaning it will make a 

good amount of seed with as little as 
one plant. Corn on the other hand is 
generally wind pollinated, meaning 
it needs a thick row of several plants 
clustered together so that the wind 
can help spread the pollen between 
all to develop adequate seed. 

For carrots and beets, just save 
some of your best ones for next 
year. Store them in sand, in a box 
that is dark. Pop in the ground next 
season and await your seeds. If you 
have wild carrot seed, also known as 
Queen Ann’s Lace, it will cross with 
carrots, so you need to install buffer 
zones of large plants and distance 
your carrots from the wild variety.

Most important is knowing if the 
seed you planted was a hybrid – if it 
was, it will not grow a true seed next 
year. Hybrids are generally in-bred 
of two parents to create a super seed 
that will grow very true to form one 
year, but if saved again, will produce 
a distorted version of the original. 

Also crucial to note is if you 
are saving seed for several plants 
that will cross with each other. The 
brassica family is classic for this. 
Broccoli, cauliflower, cabbage, 
canola, kales, brussel sprouts, etc. are 
all the same family and saving seed 
from these in the same garden means 
you will most likely plant what turns 
into a brocokaliflower – still full of 
nutrients but not quite identifiable.

For much more in depth details, 
join us as we will also be hosting a 
seed saving workshop with Patrick 
Steiner of Stellar Seeds on September 
3. 

The current state of our food 
system is clearly indicating that 
we would be wise to become well 
acquainted with methods of storing 
food for winter use. In our isolated 
regions, the price of food will raise 
that much more as the distance and 
winter climates combine to make 
it less economical for shipping 
companies to ship our daily bread to 
our quaint mountain communities.

For workshop information, 
contact the Kalso Food Security 
Project at 250-353-7691 or email 
aimeewatson@nklcss.org. 
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Fern’s
Now delivering to New Denver 

& Silverton on Saturdays!
Call me and we can arrange anything!
KASLO: Phone/Fax: 1-250-353-7474

WEST KOOTENAY
MACHINE SHOP

915 Front Street
Nelson, BC V1L 4C1
(Railway Side Access)

General Machining
Parts Repaired or 

Remanufactured

Shop Phone/Fax
250-352-2123

Dave Smith     Owner/Machinist

Slocan Auto &
Truck Repairs

24 hour towing 
BCAA, Slocan, BC  

355-2632

111 Mcdonald Drive, Nelson, BC
ph 250-352-3191

sales@mainjet.ca • www.mainjet.ca

NAKUSP GLASS
201 Broadway

265-3252
The clear choice for 
all your glass needs!

SALES & SERVICE
98 - 1st Street, Nakusp • 265-4911

OPEN 6 DAYS A WEEK
CHAINSAWS
• Stihl
• Husqvarna
MOWERS
• Snapper
• Toro
• Lawnboy

TRIMMERS
• Homelite
• Stihl • Toro
• Husqvarna
SMALL ENGINES
• Tecumseh
• Briggs & Stratton

AUTOMOTIVE • SMALL MOTORS • MACHINE SHOP
Caribou Service
(250) 265-3191

5549 Frontage Road
Burton, BC

24 Hr Towing and Recovery
Auto Repairs & Tires

Auto Parts

FLORIST

24 Hour toWinG
1007 HWy 23, NAKuSP

PH: 265-4577

• welding repairs • full service 
& repair • licenced technician • 

radiator repairs & service • mobile 
service available • fast, friendly 

BUSINESS DIRECTORY

and

JIM’S ATV
REPAIRS & SALES

Small Engine Repair
Jim Brodie

250-353-2124
Box 375, Kaslo, BC  V0G 1M0

INDUSTRIES
Your Friendly neighbourhood Mechanic

•Automotive Electrical Specialist  •BC Certified Mechanic
• Certified Vehicle Inspector  •Small Engine Certified

(250) 353-2800 • 8845 Hwy 31 • Kaslo

MOUNTAIN VALLEY STATION
BOTTLE DEPOT

Slocan City • 355-2245
Open MON - SAT  9-5

Your “Bottle Drive” Specialists

LAUNDROMATRECYCLING
Mark Adams

Certified General Accountant
P.O. Box 279
New Denver, BC 
V0G 1S0

BUS. 250-358-2411

ACCOUNTANT

Beside Slocan Park Service
2976 Highway 6, Slocan Park

JEWELRY
Jo’s Jewelry

Custom work and repair in 
silver and Gold, by appointment

358-2134
new denver, Goldsmith Jo-anne barClay

Nakusp   265-4406

BCAA Towing

COMPUTER

ken@palmercomputerservices.com

Palmer 
Computer 
Services

- Repairs 
- Upgrades 

- Consulting
Microsoft Certified 
Systems EngineerPhone: 355-2235

Advertise in the Valley Voice
Your locally owned, independent 

community newspaper

Personal Classified Ads start 
at $8.00

Call 358-7218 for details

AnnounCement

CLINT, LAURIE AND DAWSON 
LARSEN would like to announce their new 
addition to the family! Baby girl Aleah Ann 
Larsen was born August 12th, weighing 7 
lbs, 4 oz.
SLOCAN VALLEY REC’ GUIDE IS 
JUNK MAIL - If you have told your post 
office outlet you don’t want junk mail, you 
may not receive our Fall Leisure Guide. 
Guides are available at all valley stores if 
you don’t get one. SVRC 226-0008.

Automotive
SAVE MONEY ON GAS with FUEL 
FREEDOM INTERNATIONAL products. 
Increase MPG 7%-14%. Go the extra mile. 
Gas and Diesel. Reduce emissions by 75%. 
www.clearview.myffi.biz. 358-7723.

BuSiNESS OPPORtuNitiES
WANT TO START YOUR OWN 
BUSINESS?  Community Futures 
offers business counselling and start-up 
information. Appointments available in 
Nakusp and New Denver. Contact Farhana 
Dumont at 265-3674, ext. 201 or email 
nakusp@futures.bc.ca.

CARD OF tHANKS
On behalf of Gord, myself and Mary, we 
would like to thank the residents of Kaslo, 
Nakusp and New Denver and surrounding 
areas for your generous donations made to 
Gord’s Trust fund and for your kind support 
shown over the last two years. On August 6, 
26 months after Gord’s move to Toronto, he 
received his call for a new heart and lungs. 
Our hearts go out to the donor family for the 
loss of their loved one, but it is with such 
kindness and courage this family chose 
to give “The Gift of Life.” A very special 

thank you to the Doctors and nurses at 
Toronto General Hospital, and to our team 
for their continued support – Dr. Malpass, 
Dr. Geourdjeoff, and Dave Scanlan – we 
couldn’t have done it without you.

Gord is gradually showing improvement 
each day, and with his strong determination 
and strength, he too will overcome this 
challenge.

-Gord Chernoff, Healther Kelsey 
& Mary Chernoff

CominG eventS
THE FRIDAY MARKET happens in 
the heart of New Denver every Friday 
from 10am to 2pm. It features fresh local 
produce, herbs, flowers and a variety 
of Kootenay artisan wares. For info: 
fridaymarket@netidea.com.
WINLAW FARMER’S MARKET. 
Sundays, May 25 through October, 9:00 am 
to 3:00 pm. Spicer Centre, Hwy 6, Winlaw. 
Vendors wanted. 226-7862.
NAKUSP & DISTRICT FALL FAIR, 
September 13 from 9:30 am-3:30 pm, 
Nakusp auditorium. Table reservations, $25. 
Call Heather, 265-3372 (leave message).  
GET READY for the Rosebery Regatta 
(Labour Day, Rosebery Bay - rain or shine) 
with the FREE Commodore’s Model Boat 
Building Workshop: Sat. Aug. 30th from 
10 am to 12 noon - Lunch Break, 1 pm to 
3 pm in the Downstairs  Workshop of the 
Silverton Gallery. Hands On! Learn from 
the masters!

Some materials will be provided. Bring 
your imagination, lunch and whatever 
materials/small tools suit and are at hand, 
if possible. Former Commodores will be 
on hand to share their secrets. Keep the 
zany spirit of the Rosebery Regatta alive 
by building a boat and joining in the fun! 
Parents - please accompany your children 
under 12 years of age.
R O S E B E R Y  P A R K L A N D S 
DEVELOPMENT SOCIETY AGM, as 
previously advertised for Sunday August 
31st, has been postponed until Sunday 
October 19th, 2008.

SOCIAL BALLROOM DANCE in 
Nakusp, New Denver and Slocan Park, 
evening class, start Sept. 15. email: istar@
uniserve.com or 358-2448 for registration 
details.
AT THE HIDDEN GARDEN GALLERY: 
From August 22 to September 1 at the 
Hidden Garden Gallery in New Denver is 
Rabi’a Gonzalez’ show “Works of Passion”. 
A reception will be held on Thursday, 
August 28 from 7 to 9pm with music by 
Bo, Carol and Cheryl.

Opening on September 3 an exhibition 
of paintings by Sylvia Vandenbos can be 
seen until September 8. Friday September 
5 there will be a reception with music 
by Paul Gibbons. Don’t miss these two 
wonderful shows!
BIZARRE BAZAAR - a fundraiser for 
Rosebery Parklands Development Society. 
Sunday, Sept 7th  223 First Ave in the 
Orchard 9am - 4pm.
SOS FOR JUMBO PASS/GLACIER 
CREEK and HOMEFULLNESS events 
on September 27 and 28 in Victoria on 
the front steps of the legislature and St. 
Ann’s Academy. We invite and welcome 
all nations. Collectively we will make a 
difference. For more information email  
valhallarems@yahoo.ca.

For SALe
MOUNTAIN CORAL PRODUCTS are 
available again in New Denver. Selling skin 
care bars and powdered Mountain Coral. 
Call 250-358-7171.

2003 ROADRUNNER 130 TRAVEL 
TRAILER. Very lightweight (1,850 lbs. 
empty). Excellent condition. $9,300. For 
details, 250-358-7181 or vonkrogh@
telus.net.

HeALtH
YOGA AT THE DOMES - Monday and 
Saturday mornings 9-10:30, Thursday 
Afternoons 4-5:30. Drop in $10 or $50 
package the 6th session is free. Find balance 
and relaxation through movement. Call 
Madeleine for any questions 358-2475.
FULL SPECTRUM BODY WORK 
offers deep tissue and stress reduction 
treatments in the privacy of your own 
home. For additional info and to book 
appointments please call 358-6808.
YOGA, FELDENKRAIS and THAI 
MASSAGE in Nakusp. Available for 
workshops in the West Kootenay. Nakusp 
Movement & Wellness Centre. Tyson Bartel 
265-3827.
PILATES WITH SUSAN in Nakusp 
– Discover this powerful, head to toe, 
workout for all levels. Register for beginner 
or intermediate classes. Call 265-4952.

HeLP WAnteD
HOME SUPPORT WORKER wanted 
4 hours/day weekends for disabled 
independent male. Need Care-Aide course 
or equivalent. Reply to Box 433, New 
Denver, V0G 1S0.
CRESCENT VALLEY YOUTH 
CENTRE is hiring a new co-ordinator. 
Hours and wage to be determined. Send 
resume to cvyc@netidea.com. Closing 
Sept. 5.
SLOCAN VILLAGE MARKET is 
accepting applications for part-time and 
casual employment. Applicants must be 
19+ and available for evening and weekend 
shifts. Cashier and/or grocery experience an 
asset. Resumes to Nina at Fax: 250-355-
2216, email: svmkt@telus.net or drop 
off at 519 Harold St., Slocan, BC. Phone: 
250-355-2211.
THE WEST KOOTENAY TOY RUN 
ASSOCIATION is currently seeking 
both riding and non-riding volunteers for 
traffic control on the day of the run (Sept. 
7) to assist us to safely guide the 500 or 
so motorcycles through the Kootenays! If 
you are interested in volunteering/hosting 
media or others on your motorcycle or 
have something you wish to contribute or 
add to the Toy Run this year please contact 

James at 250-365-7371 or email us at toy.
run@shaw.ca.

LiVEStOCK
DAIRY COWS FOR SALE. Purebred 
Jerseys. Pregnant with first calves. Bred to 
dairy bull. $1200 each or $2200 for both. 
Call Jade Summer 250-226-6831.

LoSt
LOST ON SLOCAN LAKE around the 
beginning of August: Connelly 3-man 
tube. New. Blue and white. Please call 
250-358-2105.

notiCeS
F O R  I N F O R M AT I O N  O N  A A 
MEETINGS contact Therese 358-7904; 
John 265-4924; Tonio 358-7158; Dave 
353-2658; Joan 355-2805; Dan 359-7817; 
Bill 226-7705.

reAL eStAte
RARE OPPORTUNITY – 10 ¾ acres 
Appledale riverfront. Organic farm and 
pasture, small charming house with many 
recent renos. On quiet road. Sunny exposure 
year-round. One of the nicest sandy beaches 
on Slocan River. Plentiful excellent water. 
Contact c.l.p.1057@gmail.com or 250-
226-7155.
SMALL ACREAGE in the final stages of 
subdivision approximately 4.5 acres located 
on the ever so popular Red Mountain Road 
area. Extraordinary lake and mountain 
views, secluded for privacy. Well in place 
and road established to the building site. 
Brian Euerby, Century 21 Mountainview 
Realty 250-365-9340, mls.ca k172265.

OPEN HOUSE! 201 4th Ave NW. Come 
see this near new home on Saturday, 
August 30th from 1 pm to 3pm. Be 
surprised at the special attributes this 
home has to offer.
Sh i r l ey  Kos ianc ic ,  Cen tu ry21 
Mountainview Realty
shirley@century21castlegar.com
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• Spring Cleaning • Home Detailing 
• House Prepping • Painting

Call now for your free consultation!
265-0241

Window 
Washing 
Gutter 

Cleaning 

SOCKEYE SAWMILLS
 SLOCAN, BC
  • Custom on-site milling 
  • Timber/Lumber sales
  • Cedar posts, fencing, decking
  • Untreated landscape ties
Phone: 355-0024 • email: sockeye@telus.net

HALL LUMBER 
& BUILDING SUPPLIES

Open Mon, tues, Wed, Fri & Sat 
10 am to 5 pm

PHONE 250-269-0043
Find us at 280 Lower Inonoaklin Rd. 

Edgewood, BC

COLES RENTALS
AERATORS, HEATERS (PROPANE & ELECTRIC)

PLATE TAMPERS, JUMPING JACKS, REBAR 
BENDER JACKHAMMERS, HAMMER DRILLS, 

CONCRETE MIXERS, CONCRETE SAWS, 
TILECUTTERS, BLOCKCUTTERS, SCAFFOLDING, 
FLOOR SANDERS, FLOOR NAILERS, ROOFING 
NAILERS, FRAMING NAILERS, GENERATORS, 

WATER PUMPS, COMPRESSORS, LAWN 
TRACTORS, PRESSURE WASHERS, ROTO 

TILLER, PROPERTY PIN LOCATOR, CHIPPER/
SHREDDER, GAS POST HOLE DIGGER, 
WOODSPLITTER ...AND MUCH MORE!
PHONE 358-2632
1-888-358-2632

FOR ALL YOUR 
PROPANE NEEDS

359-7373
1-800-471-5630

Your local bulk dealer & service centre

• Ready Mix Concrete • 
• Lock Blocks • Septic tanks •

• Drain Rock • 
• Road Crush • Sand & Gravel • 

• Dump trucks • Excavator • 
• Crusher •

• Coloured Concrete • 
• Site Preparation •

Box 1001, Nakusp, BC, V0G 1R0
Ph. 265-4615 • 265-4328 (eves)

Lower Arrow Contracting
• Residential & Commercial 

Construction  
Property development, subdivision & services

For estimates or consultation call
Bob or Kevin (250) 269-7497

Installation and maintenance 

call Jim Berrill
(250) 359-5922

JEMS Propane Ltd.

ICF Building Products
“We provide Star Service”    

1-888-289-4731

EQUIPMENT RENTAL

HAIR
For all your painting needs

Call
NAKuSP

mAintenAnCe
Free Written Quotations

265-3082 • cell: 265-1574
Email: sapietis@telus.net

Tradesman Electric
commercial • residential 

new construction • renovations
Reliable friendly service

Free Estimates Call Steve 226-7163

358-7769

AvA’s  
Hair studio

Far right entrance of the Wild Rose Restaurant in Rosebery

Tuesday to Friday 10-4 
open late Thursdays

CONSTRUCTION • HOME • GARDEN 

HEALTH
Hand & Soul Healing Centre

Chiropractor, Larry Zaleski, D.C.
Mondays & Fridays - Silverton

Every other Wednesday in Winlaw or Nakusp
Counsellor/Healing Facilitator

Sue Mistretta, M.A., CCC.
358-2177 Silverton & Winlaw

Susan L. Yurychuk • 250-358-6804
By Appointment Only • New Denver

myofascial release • deep tissue massage • relaxation massage

MASSAGE

Serving the Slocan, Arrow Lakes & 
North Kootenay Lake Valleys

1-866-355-9037
1-250-355-2790

hanspainting@telus.net

Interior painting in wintertime
* Air treated for odours & offgassing

“Offers a wide 
variety of home 

improvements...”

Interior Renovations 
& Repairs
Chris Wasiak

PO Box 972
Nakusp, BC  V0G 1R0
ph   250.265.0050
fax  250.265.0160
cell 250.265.1285
chriswasiak@telus.net

YOUR VALLEY COMFORT AND BLAZE KING DEALER 
SPECIALIZING IN WOOD/ELECTRIC, WOOD/OIL AND 

WOOD/GAS COMBINATION FURNACES
Certified • Insured

COMPLETE SALES 
SERVICE AND 
INSTALLATION

Slocan City, BC • (250) 355-0088
website: www.kootenayfurnace.com

email: kfurnace@netidea.com

www.duradek.com

Read the Valley Voice online: www.valleyvoice.ca

P&L Flooring Sales
265-9955

Locally owned & operated in Burton 
Serving the Arrow & Slocan Lakes areas

Hundreds of styles to 
choose from!!

BUSINESS DIRECTORY

Randy’s welding
& Fabricating
46 years of experience

ALL METALS • MIG, TIG
10 km South of Kaslo
250-353-2687

Crescent Bay 
Construction Ltd.
Eric Waterfield — Construction

Nakusp, BC • Ph. 250 265-3747 • Fx. 250 265-3431 
• Email cresbay@telus.net

TRACEY AND VICKIE POUND would like to thank our Family and Friends for making 
our Wedding Day on July 5, so special for us and for the beautiful gifts and best wishes.

WeDDinG AnnounCement

SLoCAn vALLey reCreAtion
POSSESSION & ACQUISTION 
LICENSE (PAL) - Sept.13th & 14th 
(Sat/Sun) Winlaw School.
CORE HUNTER TRAINING - Sept 20th 
& 21st (Sat/Sun.) Winlaw School
EDIBLE VALLEY  FALL WALK - With 
Micheal Keefer. Sun. Sept 14th. 
CHAINSAW BASICS - With Clarke 
Smith, Sat. Sept. 20th 
GEM FIELDS OF THE SLOCAN 
VALLEY - With Rod Luchansky. Sun. 
Sept 21st
GOING ON A ROCK WALK - With 
Lesley Anderton, Sat. Sept. 27th
FALL LEISURE GUIDE - Should be in 
your mailbox, did you get one? If not it’s 
available at all valley stores.

226-0008
rentAL WAnteD

FUTURE OWNERS OF A LOCAL 
BUSINESS looking for a home to rent in 
the New Denver/Silverton area. Our young 
family is excited to be moving up the valley 
and needs a place to winter up. A short or 
long-term rental would be ideal and could 
result in a great deal on coffee for a year !! 

Please call Matthew or Julie if you might 
help us, or if you’ve any ideas. (250) 359-
8157. Thanks!

ServiCeS
RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL 
SEPTIC TANK CLEANING: “Serving 
the Valley” 7 days/wk, 24-hr. All-Around 
Septic Services, Don Brown (250) 354-
3644, emergency 352-5676.
ROGAN ELECTRIC  Residential, 
commercial, industrial wiring. Local 
references available. All work guaranteed. 
“We get the job done.” 353-9638.

WAnteD
BOOKS FOR KIDS! Have your kids 
outgrown some of their books? Success by 
Six is looking for donations of gently used 
children’s picture books to give away at 
upcoming events. Call Kim Adamson, 
250-352-6786.

This space could be yours for 
$10.00 + GST per issue.
Call 358-7218 or email: 

valleyvoice@netidea.com
for details

submitted
Bruce Cockburn will be playing 

a benefit concert for Jumbo Wild at 

Bruce Cockburn to play Jumbo Wild Benefit Concert
Wildhorse Theatre in Fort Steele at 
8 pm on October 2. 

“Bruce has played highly 

acclaimed shows in the Kootenays 
before and became interested in the 
Jumbo issue,” said Dave Quinn, 
Wildsight Purcell Mountains 
program manager. “His songs 
proclaim the need to stand up 
for grassroots democracy. The 
democratic process and transparency 
are being ignored in the Jumbo 
resort process.”

Quinn says that recently, the 
resort promoters began to punch 
a road through the alpine without 
public notice or consultation. A 
citizen’s blockade was set up and 
stopped construction. 

 “Local people have felt ignored 
on this issue for 17 years,” Quinn 
said. “We are reaching a decision 
point and people deserve to be 
heard. At this critical time, we are 
glad to have one of Canada’s finest 
guitar players and songwriters 
lending his voice to keeping Jumbo 
wild.”

For committed Cockburn 
fans and supporters of Kootenay 
wilderness, the front two rows for 
this concert are being offered in 
a silent auction.  For information 
on how to bid on these special 22 
tickets, visit www.jumbowild.com.

Bruce Cockburn will be playing a benefit concert for Jumbo Wild at Wildhorse 
Theatre in Fort Steele at 8 pm on October 2. 
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Oso Renewable Energy
Buy the tools for a secure energy future

Solar, Microhydro, products and installation
Competitive prices on all your independent

Home and Business energy products
www.OsoSolar.com - Kip

250-358-2660 or 406-752-6837

 Passmore
 Laboratory Ltd.
Water testing • Flow Measurements
CAEAL certified to test drinking water
We’re in the Valley at: 1-250-226-7339
Jennifer & Tony Yeow passlab4@netidea.com

RESTAURANT/WINE & BEER

Ann’s Natural Foods
Ann Bunka

- 358-2552 -
805 Kildare St., New Denver

• Zack Graphics & Inks •
Printer Sales ~ Discount Inkjet Cartridges
Photo Papers ~ Guaranteed Inkjet refills

eBay Marketing ~ Digitial Design

250-358-2111 • izack@telus.net
612 Josephine St. • Box 292 • New Denver, BC V0G 1S0

Beside Slocan Park Service
2976 Highway 6, Slocan Park

Wine & Beer Making Kits 
to satisfy all budgets!

Winlaw Brew-Op

5972 Cedar Creek Road, Winlaw • 226-7328

take-Home Kits, or Brew it with us!
Open 11:00 to 6:00 tues. to Sat.

    Summer HourS
      7 AM - 10 PM

QUALITY PIZZA anytime!
265-4880
Air Conditioned

93-5th Ave. Nakusp
Non-Smoking

laceNick’s

P
Seven Days a Week!

Open tuesday - Sunday
9 am - 4 pm

Main St. New Denver 358-2381

Specialty Coffees, Teas, 
U-Brews and Kits for Home
                    • Open Every DayNAKuSP  265-4701

Slocan Village Market
Groceries, fresh produce, fresh meat, 

Agency Liquor, organic foods, 
in-store deli, in-store bakery.

Open 7 days/week, 9 am - 8 pm
Slocan, BC • ph:355-2211 • fax: 355-2216

Lemon Creek 
Lodge & Campground

Year-round facility
Licensed Restaurant
Open Thurs - Sun

5 PM - 8 PM
1-877-970-8090 tfn

www.jonesboysboats.com
Ainsworth, British Columbia

4080 Hwy 31 N
Call: 1-877-552-6287

(250) 353-2550 Fax (250) 353-2911

HARBERCRAFT

LEStER KOENEMAN
Phone 265-3128 or

24-hour Fax 265-4808
Broadway St. Nakusp

Ph: 359-7111  Fax: 359-7587
www.playmorpower.com

Playmor Junction Hwy 6 & 3A
1043 Playmor

ENGINEERED WITH YOU IN MIND

Re-Awakening
Health Centre• Health Products

• Books
• Greeting Cards

320 BROADWAy St. NAKuSP  265-3188

PAuLA ConrAD
HOME: (250) 358-2707

Selkirk realty
265-3635

Free Consultation

E-mail: paulaconrad@royallepage.ca
Website: www.royallepage.ca/selkirkrealty

HuB iNtERNAtiONAL 
BARtON 

inSurAnCe 
BROKERS

For all your 
inSurAnCe 

needs
265-3631

1-800-665-6010

NEW DENVER  
358-2443 358-7292

Your Local Grocer

SILVERTON

The Apple Tree 
Sandwich Shop

Soup, Sandwiches & Desserts
358-2691

Mon. - Fri. 7 A.M. - 4 P.M.
Sat. 11 A.M. - 4 P.M.

 GROCERY • HEALTH FOOD

RECREATION

PROFESSIONAL SERVICES

REAL ESTATE

Advertise in the Valley Voice. It pays!!!
Call 358-7218 for details or email: valleyvoice@netidea.com

BUSINESS DIRECTORY

Pub
Opens Every Day at 12 noon

• Offsales •
2 Lakeview Patios

Lakefront Rooms, Starting at $89.00
358-7929

12 Lake Ave • Silverton, BC

Legendary Meats 

Bulk - Beef, Pork, Buffalo 
and Sausage Sales

Custom Cutting & Sausage 
Making, Curing & Smoking 

of Bacons & Hams

Open 7 days a week
9 am till 6 pm

Phone: 226-7803
2826 Hwy 6 • Slocan Park

MEAT CUTTING

WRITER/EDITOR

Colour/B&W Laser Printing/Copying • Digital Photography
Word processing • Scanning • Faxing • Binding • Laminating
CUSTOM CARDS • BROCHURES • CALENDARS • NEWSLETTERS

The best selection of photo cards of local views anywhere
1007 Josephine St. (Box 298), New Denver

Ph. 358-2435     essay@direct.ca     Fax 358-2607

Solar • Micro-Hydro • Wind

Site Assessment • Design • Installation

Jennifer Stephenson
MBA

www.jenergy.ca • info@jenergy.ca
(250) 354-3428 • 1-877-354-3428

SOLAR HOT WATER!

Tammy Peitzsche
“Your Valley Realtor”
   - Competence
   - Integrity
   - Results
Free Market Evaluation
isoldit@shaw.ca
250 365-9640

submitted
Interior Health has launched a new 

website, www.betterhere.ca, specifically 
for physician recruitment.

The website emphasizes lifestyle 
benefits in the Interior, while also 
providing details of all permanent and 
locum practice opportunities available in 
communities throughout the Thompson, 
Cariboo, Shuswap, Okanagan, Kootenay 
Boundary and East Kootenay Health 
Service Areas.

“Research shows us the primary 
reason for physician relocation is lifestyle 
– not only a work-life balance, but also 
family involvement in community. 
This website reflects our recruitment 
strategy to not only promote the practice 
opportunities available within Interior 
Health, but also present opportunities 
for communities to play an active 
role in attracting new doctors,” says 
Cathy Stashyn, Leader of Physician 
Recruitment for Interior Health. 

The ‘better here’ brand is also being 
integrated into multiple recruitment 
marketing efforts, including liaison 
with medical schools, medical journal 
advertisements, direct mail, email 
marketing campaigns, and profile at 
continuing medical education events.  

Interior Health website attracts doctors
The website supports both physician 

and community participation in the 
recruitment process. Each community 
within Interior Health has a page on 
the new site for links to their own 
community, tourism, economic 
development or event websites.

Interior Health invites local 
communities to get involved in 
improving and enhancing their own 
section of the website. Stashyn has 
met with community representatives 
throughout the region, such as mayors, 
councillors, and regional districts to 
provide advice on ways that communities 
can self promote, including use of the 
website. She is available for consultation 
with all Interior communities which are 
searching for physicians. 

The site provides Interior Health 
with new web-based measurements that 
are critical to making evidence-based 
decisions regarding future physician 
recruitment marketing investments. 
Web statistics confirm that the website 
is already helping communities within 
Interior Health participate in and support 
physician recruitment.

For more information, email 
physician.recruitment@interiorhealth.
ca. 

The MAX Molybdenum Mine in Trout Lake held an open house at Trout Lake Community Hall on August 24 and took people on guided tours 
of the mine property. Here, Mike Whitmarsh explains how the copper and iron is taken out of the molybdenum during the flotation process.
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Global Gift 
Discoveries 

Inspiring 
Arts 

318  Broadway  S t .   Nakusp ,  BC   265 -3288

Specializing in goods from Central and South 
America, plus quality local arts & crafts.

Hola!

Located in Rosebery, BC

OPEN LABOUR 
DAY MONDAY

SUMMER HOURS:

THURS, FRI, SAT, SUN 
5-9 pm

FOR RESERVATIONS
PLEASE CALL:

358-7744

Come and enjoy our festive 
atmosphere, exquisite desserts 

and unique Mexican cuisine 
made with our own exclusive 

recipes since 1981.

with Jamie Barber

Tire mishap 
enroute to 
Churchill

It’s nice to be back home after our 
trip to Churchill. The grass was too long 
to get through with the lawnmower and 
our flower pots looked like they had 

been neglected for years, but otherwise 
things were as we left them and we had 
added a wonderful adventure to our 
summer time activities. 

The route that took us there 
followed the Crowsnest Highway 
to Pincher Creek Alberta where we 
veered south to Waterton and then 
followed a series of small roads along 
the Canadian/American border all the 
way to Winnipeg. All wasn’t smooth 
however. The map showed about 100 
km of gravel between Manyberries 
and the Saskatchewan border, but in 
reality, there was almost 200 km of 

the loosest, slipperiest pea-gravel that 
I had ever ridden on. At many points 
we were down to first gear and I had 
both feet out to keep the heavy bike 
from falling over. It took most of one 
afternoon to get through this stretch, 
and I can tell you that I was worn out 
when we finally hit blacktop again. 
The great redeeming feature was 
the wonderful vast expanse of wild 
prairie this route goes through. I was 
unaware that there was this much wild 
prairie left in Canada and we spotted 
many pronghorn antelope and stalking 
coyotes. 

Once we arrived in Winnipeg, we 

visited with my daughter Sjoekie and 
then hooked up with my brother and 
his wife on their bikes to head north. 
Soon after we left the city we hit rain, 
which continued for the next two days 
as we travelled up through the Interlake 
country and into the boreal forest. They 
have the odd mosquito up there and 
Penelope was appreciative of the netted 
hat I presented her with. The camping 
was good and we saw few other bikes 
on the road. 

It was about this time that I started 
to notice the back wheel of the old 
Harley sliding around on the wet 
pavement. For a while, I thought it 

was simply the greased-wet highway 
but soon discovered that I had some 
pretty serious issues with the back 
wheel – just what you want to deal 
with in a pounding rainstorm hundreds 
of kilometers from the nearest town. 
Fortunately I always carry hay wire 
in my tool kit so was able to tie things 
together until we reached civilization 
in Thompson. 

It seemed like the motorcycle gods 
were smiling on us. Our contact in 
Thompson (a friend of a friend) is the 
chief mechanic for Perimeter Aviation 
and he took us in hand and gave me the 
run of his very well equipped shop. It 
turned out that the back wheel bearings 
had ground away to nothing and I 
didn’t just need bearings, I needed a 
whole new back wheel. I had one at 
home in my own shop, but we had a 
train to catch to Churchill. A few phone 
calls to friends back in the valley had 
Jim Simpkins, and Howard and Jack 
Turner helping out and soon, my spare 
wheel was on the bus, destined for 
Thompson. 

If you haven’t visited Churchill, 
I strongly suggest you put it near the 
top of your travel itinerary. It’s right on 
the interface between boreal forest and 
tundra, ocean and land. It has the only 
deepwater port between the Pacific and 
Atlantic oceans and it has a very long 
and romantic history. It also has the 
largest number of polar bear denning 
sites in the world, and what interested 
us, the largest concentration of beluga 
whales anywhere. For some reason, 
many hundreds of beluga whales 
concentrate in the Churchill River 
estuary each summer as they have done 
for untold centuries. We were there to 
swim with them. 

Being prepared, we had sent up 
snorkeling gear and a couple of dry 
suits to cope with the near freezing 
water. We had access to a jet boat 
and a truck to get us around. It’s easy 
enough to go whale spotting from 
a boat, but for years, my brother 
and I had wanted to actually swim 
with this population of belugas. We 
weren’t disappointed. Almost as soon 
as I jumped in the water, the whales 
came from all over to check out this 
strange creature swimming around. 
They circled around, swam under me 
while on their backs, looking up and 
all the while making all these clicking 
and squawking noises they use to 
communicate. At one time, Penelope 
had over fifty whales milling around 
her. It was awesome – the whales were 
so curious and fun loving.

I could go on about our other 
adventures with the polar bears and 
visits to the many interesting historical 
places, but space is short.

To wrap it up, the trip back was 
even more interesting than the trip 
out. The bike worked great and by the 
time we had made it home, both of 
our bums were sore enough to allow 
me to contemplate the pleasure of 
lawn mowing rather than sitting in a 
saddle all day. 


