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Municipal elections 2008: Some surprises, some confirmations
by Jan McMurray
The 2008 election proved to be
very interesting, with an all female
council elected in the Village of
Slocan, and a tie in both Slocan and
Kaslo for the fourth councillor’s seat.
Slocan and Kaslo both voted in new
mayors, and a tight three-way race in
Area H (Slocan Valley) resulted in a
new director. The following results
are preliminary.

Area D (North Kootenay
Lake)

Andy Shadrack was re-elected
as director of Area D with 425 votes
compared to Larry Greenlaw’s 282.
In the 2005 election, the race between
these two candidates was much
closer. This year, Shadrack came
on top at all of the polls except the
Lardeau Valley Hall, where Greenlaw
got the lion’s share.
Area D residents voted in favour
of continuing the planning process:
457 voted in favour, and 237 voted
against. The majority of voters voted
yes to the planning question at every
poll, except the Lardeau Hall, where
the majority of voters voted no.
Voter turnout was 73%, up from
68% in the 2005 election. It is
interesting to note that although the
number of eligible voters decreased
by 120 between 2005 and 2008, the
number of voters who came out this
year increased to 711 from 705 in
2005.

John Gates, also running for mayor,
received 56 votes.
Incumbent councillor Hillary
Elliott was re-elected with 134 votes;
Patricia McGreal won a seat with 116
votes; and Jessica Lunn was elected
with 109 votes. The fourth councillor
position is a tie between Tamara
Matthews and Jean Patterson, who
both got 62 votes. This will go to a
judicial recount. If it remains a tie,
the two candidates will draw by lot,
as per the Village’s General Local
Election Bylaw 553.
The father and son in the running,
Bernie Roshinsky (53 votes) and
Matt Roshinsky (39 votes), were
unsuccessful.
Voter turnout was 74%. There
were 160 votes cast out of 215
eligible voters.

Village of Kaslo

Kaslo’s new mayor is Greg Lay,
who received 230 votes. Incumbent
mayor Jim Holland received 178
votes and Patrick Mackle got 89.
Suzan Hewat (345 votes) and
Molly Leathwood (314 votes) return
to the council table, and will be joined
by Tony Frary (264 votes). The
fourth councillor seat is a tie between
incumbent Rich Jones and Donna
Cormie, who both got 240 votes.
This will go to a judicial recount,
and if the judge declares a tie, the

two candidates will draw lots, as per
the Village’s Election Procedures
Bylaw 1073.
Unsuccessful candidates were Jill
Braley (218 votes) and incumbent
Pete Vass (152 votes).
Voter turnout was 64%, with 497
ballots cast out of a possible 773.

Village of Silverton

John Everett held on to his mayoral
chair in another tight race against Ken
Poznikoff. Everett received 66 votes
and Poznikoff received 60. In 2005,
Everett won with 69 votes compared
to Poznikoff’s 59.
Incumbent councillors Carol Bell
(79 votes) and Kathy Provan (58
votes) will return to the table with
new councillors Jamie Barber (66
votes) and Ross Johnson (60 votes).
Unsuccessful candidates were
Ray Nunn (28 votes), Tim Wiseman
(39 votes), Linda Laktin (42 votes),
Leah Main (43 votes) and Sue
Mistretta (57 votes).
Voter turnout was 81%. There
were 126 out of a possible 155 votes
cast.

Village of New Denver

New Denver’s council looks
much the same as it did before the
election. The one new member of
council is Kevin Murphy, who has
served on council in the past. He got
162 votes.

Gary Wright held the mayoral
chair with 157 votes, while the other
mayoral candidate, Rhonda Bouillet,
received 91 votes. Wright has been
mayor of New Denver since July
25, 1989.
Returning councillors are Ann
Bunka (224 votes) for her third term,
and Bonnie Greensword (185 votes)
and Katrine Campbell (139 votes)
for their second terms. Unsuccessful
candidates were Dennis Butler
(121 votes) and Anita Dumins (90
votes).
Voter turnout was 65%, with
248 ballots cast out of 380 eligible
voters.

of selling the Nakusp Hot Springs,
with 341 votes for selling and 266
against.
Voter turnout was 53%, with 612
people out to the polls and 1,151
eligible voters.

Karen Hamling was re-elected
as mayor in a decisive victory
against Bill Cowan. She received
461 votes; Cowan received 151. The
two incumbent councillors who ran
again were re-elected – Ulli Mueller
with 433 votes and Len Heppner with
261 votes. New to the table will be
Cameron Leitch with 462 votes and
Joseph Hughes with 289 votes.
Candidates who did not win seats
are Sheri Hollenbeck (216 votes),
Bob Parkinson (211 votes), Hans
Suhr (208 votes) and Dan Nolan (208
votes). Cliff Woffenden withdrew
from the race due to health issues.
The community voted in favour

At the end of the day, there is
only one change in the board of
education at School District No. 10.
The one new face at the board table
will be Carol Bell, who won the
eastern zone (Lucerne School) seat
by acclamation. Bell replaces Lora
Lee Brekke.
With 148 votes, Quinn DeCourcy
returns to his seat to represent the
southern zone (Burton, Fauquier,
Edgewood). Laura Lynn Latter ran
against him and received 76 votes.
Bill Hilton (923 votes) and Judy
Struck (819 votes) return to their ‘at
large’ seats on the board. Vivien Berry
also ran, and received 610 votes.

Village of Nakusp

School District No. 8

Barbara Lindsay will be the
Slocan Valley representative on the
board of education for School District
No. 8. She received 489 votes.
Candidate Margaret Hill received
295 votes and Natasha Peirson got
224 votes.
Dawn Lang will represent Kaslo
and Area D on the board of education.
She was elected by acclamation.

School District No. 10

Area H (Slocan Valley)

In a very close three-way race,
Walter Popoff came out on top
with 481 votes. Stephan Martineau
received 430 votes and Don Munro
424. This is the third time Popoff has
run for this seat; Don Munro has held
the seat for the last three terms.
A poll by poll analysis shows
Popoff’s support mainly from the
Crescent Valley Hall poll, Martineau’s
in Winlaw, and Munro’s mainly in the
north valley.
The majority of Area H south
residents do not want to continue
with the planning process. There
were 704 votes against continuing
with the process and 392 in favour. At
every polling station in the southern
valley, the majority of people voted
against.
Voter turnout was 50% – a huge
improvement over the 22% in the
2005 election.

Area K (Arrow Lakes)

Paul Peterson was re-elected by
acclamation.

Village of Slocan

The Village of Slocan has elected
an all female council.
Madeleine Perriere handily won
the mayor’s chair with 104 votes.

A sombre group of veterans and other dignitaries gathered in the rain at the cenotaph in Nakusp for Remembrance Day ceremonies, November 11, 2008.

Country Furniture & Home Decor
Looking for something out of the ordinary? Country Furniture & Home Decor, 115 Hall St. Nelson, Toll-Free 1-866-352-3665
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Peace so that Prior could be transported
to the Nelson lock-up, where he would
stay until he could appear in court the
next day. Prior recounts that he was
taken into the Kaslo police station to
participate in the conference call with
the Justice of the Peace in Vancouver.
Prior says the Justice of the Peace read
the allegations, which were that Prior
assaulted Mattes by pushing him. Prior
says there was no mention of Mattes
trying to tow his truck away.
Prior reports that he was taken to

Nelson, spent one night in the lock-up
and was taken to the courthouse the next
day. He saw the lawyer on duty, who
told Prior that the condition about the
road had been removed. Prior signed the
undertaking and was released.
Prior says he will be filing a
complaint against the RCMP officers,
as he feels they treated him roughly at
the time of the arrest in Argenta.
Jeff Mattes was contacted and
declined to comment, as the matter is
before the courts.

submitted
October was an exciting month for
the co-operatives and credit unions in the
Kootenays. On October 28, the Upper
Columbia Co-operative Council received
its Certificate of Incorporation from
the Registrar of Companies in Victoria,
ushering in a new era of cooperation in
the region.
The Upper Columbia Co-op
Council (UCCC) has formed to increase
collaboration among the region’s 80
incorporated co-ops and credit unions.
The Council will have a role in helping to
promote the co-op model of business to
the public, in helping new co-ops to get
started, and in raising awareness about
how banking and lending institutions,

food stores, community service providers
and car owners can and do contribute to
our community’s economic development
and social well-being by using the co-op
model.
The UCCC, the first co-op of its kind in
the province, is being looked at as a model
for other similar councils in the Lower
Mainland. There are 15 co-ops and credit
unions in the region that have provided
development support to the Council, which
can now open its doors for membership to
any incorporated co-op or credit union in
Kootenay or Boundary regions.
For more information on the Upper
Columbia Co-op Council, or to receive a
membership application, please contact
Zoë Creighton, zcreighton@telus.net.

Argenta blockade results in assault charge
by Jan McMurray
Tom Prior, well known local
activist with a long history of working
to protect the Argenta face and the
domestic watershed of Carter Creek,
was arrested on a charge of common
assault while blockading the road to
Argenta’s woodlot 491 on November
12. Jeff Mattes of Progressive Forest
Management, woodlot licencee, filed
the complaint with Kaslo RCMP,
claiming that Prior assaulted him. A
court date has been set for December 9
at 9:30 am in Nelson.
Corporal Chris Backus from the
Kaslo detachment confirmed that
RCMP received a complaint that
a male had assaulted another male
on November 12. “As a result of
the investigation, we [Backus and
Constable Ryan Archer] went there
and arrested the male at the blockade,”
Backus stated. He reported that the male
was held in police custody and released
the next day on conditions to have no
contact with the victim.
Prior says he arrived at the site at
about 5 am on November 12, parked
his truck horizontally across the road
to stop the licencee from logging
activities, and then built a fire at
the side of the road to keep warm.
Although others had been informed
of the blockade, Prior says he was not

surprised when no one else arrived, as
they had indicated they probably would
not be able to make it.
Prior reports that at about 6 am,
Mattes and one of his workers arrived
at the blockade in a truck. He claims
they pulled up beside the fire, said
nothing, then pulled forward, got out
of their truck, and opened the door
to Prior’s truck. Prior says he started
walking towards his truck, telling them
to get away from his vehicle and not to
touch it. He reports that Mattes, while
grabbing a tow rope with a steel hook,
said he was going to tow Prior’s truck
out of the way.
Prior said the men were “bumping
chests” while the steel hook was
hovering over Prior’s head, as Mattes
was trying to maneuver around Prior
to hook the tow rope onto his vehicle.
Prior says he did not hit Mattes, but
would describe what happened as an
“altercation.” Prior claims that Mattes
then said something like, “I’ve had
enough of you” and got back into his
truck and drove away.
Prior says that at about 9 am, an
RCMP truck approached. He says that
two officers got out of the vehicle and
told him he was under arrest for assault.
Prior says each officer took one of his
arms, and told him that he was resisting
arrest. Prior says they pushed him

towards the vehicle, handcuffed him,
read him his rights, and pushed him into
the back of the RCMP vehicle.
Then, Prior says the door to the
vehicle opened and Constable Archer
said Prior would be released if he
signed an undertaking, which he had
in his hands.
Prior says he told the officers he
wanted to speak to a lawyer first. He
reports that the undertaking would
have allowed Prior’s release on four
conditions: a promise to appear in
Nelson court on December 9 at 9:30
am and afterwards as required; that
Prior was not to have any contact
or communication with Jeff Mattes,
either directly or indirectly; that Prior
was prohibited from possessing any
weapons, ammunitions, or licences or
certificates for these; and that Prior was
not allowed on the public road.
Prior says that they then took him
to the RCMP office in Kaslo, and left
him in the back of the police truck while
they tried to contact a lawyer for him.
Finally, at about noon, reports Prior, one
of the officers brought him a cell phone,
and a lawyer called and advised Prior
not to sign the undertaking until the
condition about not being allowed on
the public road was removed.
Now, Prior says, the process required
a conference call with a Justice of the

Upper Columbia Co-operative
Council formed to help foster co-ops

Executive Director of the BC Co-op Association Carol Murray toured Grandview Heights,
the Kootenay Columbia Seniors Housing Co-op in Castlegar (pictured here) and Nelson
to help promote co-ops through the newly formed Upper Columbia Co-operative Council.

Kootenay Furnace expands to
offer duct cleaning
by Theresa Tremaine
Business is zooming along for
Kootenay Furnace (KF) PowerVac, a
locally owned and operated business,
since its first job at the New Denver post
office two weeks ago.
Offering professional furnace duct
cleaning and sanitizing services, KF
PowerVac is run by Doug and Ana
Burton, who have been living in Slocan
City since 1999.
KF PowerVac came about through
a need for a duct cleaning service in
the area. For 32 years, the Burtons’
Kootenay Furnace (KF) Ltd has been
offering a wide range of products and
services dedicated to residential heating.
Every time Doug serviced someone’s
furnace, he consistently found ducts
that were badly in need of cleaning.
“The PowerVac business just went hand
in hand with installation and service
business,” said Doug.
No one in the area was offering
furnace duct cleaning, so Doug
outfitted himself with a truck with a
high-powered vacuum, obtained the
applicable certifications, and added
the new service to his business. The
PowerVac service has allowed him
to create one job; Kootenay Furnace
has two full-time and one part-time
employee.
How often should ducts be cleaned?
“Every two to three years for a full

service cleaning, but it depends on your
comfort level. Some customers may
prefer to have it done once a year,” says
Doug. “You may opt to have your ducts
cleaned more often if you have wall-towall carpet, pets, asthma or allergies.”
Doug advises popping off your furnace
filter and inspecting for visible dust, dirt
or debris to give you an idea of what is
in your ducts.
Doug also offers duct sanitizing
and uses a product called EnviroCon
(EPA registered), which deodorizes
and eliminates mold, mildew, fungi
and algae. Doug is currently certified
to clean furnace ducts in residential and
light commercial buildings. He says he
also has his sights set on being certified
to clean ducts in hospitals.
The cost of furnace cleaning and/
or sanitizing depends on the nature of
the job. A questionnaire is emailed or
read out to clients on the phone to find
out more about their needs, and then an
estimate is provided.
Doug is serving the West Kootenays
including Nakusp, New Denver, Kaslo,
Nelson and Trail, For a quotation, call
1-888-652-0088 or 250-355-2485.
Kootenay Furnace won two Best
of Business awards 2008, sponsored
by Kootenay Business Magazine. The
company won silver in furnace sales
and service, and bronze in fireplace and
woodstove dealer.

November 19, 2008

NEWS

The Valley Voice

Report on two docks without permits on Slocan Lake
by Jan McMurray
Locals have raised questions about
two docks on Slocan Lake that don’t
have permits.
One of the docks sits in Rosebery
Bay and belongs to owners of private
property that abuts the Rosebery
Parklands. The other dock belongs
to the owners of the Kokanee Falls
development at Enterprise Creek.
The Integrated Land Management
Bureau (ILMB) of the Ministry of
Agriculture and Lands is the
government agency that issues permits
for docks. Ian Johnston, Section
Head of the ILMB out of Cranbrook,
outlined the circumstances of each
of the two docks without permits on
Slocan Lake.
The Rosebery dock is the subject
of a court case, and Johnston said
that the ILMB is awaiting the court
decision before it takes any action. The
application for the Kokanee Falls dock
has not yet been processed, so ILMB
has not made a decision on whether or
not to issue a permit.
Both docks were installed before
permits were issued, and Johnston
indicated that this was fairly common.
He said ILMB processes applications
that are made after the fact if the dock
meets the requirements of the policy. “I
believe that this is a practical approach
to addressing the issue because in most
cases, the approval of a private moorage
in front of a private waterfront property
is a routine tenuring process,” he said.
As it turned out for the Sykes, the

Rosebery property owners, their permit
was turned down because they are not
the waterfront owner; the Rosebery
Parklands Development Society is. The
society owns the land between the lake
and their property.
According to ILMB’s written
reason for decision, the Sykes’ permit
was denied because the “private
moorage policy does not provide for
moorage for second tier properties,
separated from a waterbody by private
land.”
In a recent telephone interview,
the Sykes’ lawyer, David Frechette,
explained that when his clients applied
for the dock, they also submitted a letter
from the president and vice-president of
the society at the time. The letter gave
the Sykes permission to install the dock.
However, a new board was elected in
fall 2006 and “refused to honour the
agreement on the dock and demanded
it be removed,” according to Frechette.
The Sykes commenced legal action to
deal with this.
When asked why the dock remains
in the lake when the permit has been
denied, Frechette replied that he did
not think the ILMB wanted to remove
it “because they are aware of the
circumstances which allowed for
its construction – they just want to
wait and see what happens with the
litigation.” He added that if the dock
were removed, it would just add to the
damages part of the claim.
Frechette also said that the Sykes
had the dock installed before a permit

was issued because there was no
reason for the permit not to be granted,
as they had consent of the waterfront
landowner.
Ownership of the Rosebery
Parklands has recently been transferred
to the RDCK, although the society
is still in place to manage the park.
Area H Director Don Munro said he
contacted ILMB as soon as the transfer
of ownership was official, and asked
for the dock to be removed. The ILMB
representative told him they were
reluctant to do anything until the court
case is resolved. Munro says he thinks
the dock should be made inoperable, so
that no one can use it, until the lawsuit
is finalized.
The Kokanee Falls dock is in a
different situation. There seems to be
a misunderstanding about permitting
on the part of the company that built
and installed the dock. Richard Dick
of BC Dock and Marina said that
when they put the dock in, no permit
was required. He said that under new
policies brought into effect in May,
the dock would need a permit. He said
his company encouraged the Kokanee
Falls landowners to apply for a permit,
even though the dock went in prior to
the change in regulations.
However, Ian Johnston from ILMB
says that the Kokanee Falls dock is a
group moorage facility, which would
need a tenure under both the new and
the old policies. The dock provides
moorage for six boats.
Johnston says that the application

has been received and is still being
reviewed. He also said that any decision
would consider the reserve on foreshore
development on Slocan Lake.
The reserve on foreshore
development was granted by the ILMB
on the request of the RDCK board.
The board asked for a ‘section 16 map
reserve’ on crown lands around Slocan
Lake, Summit Lake, North Kootenay
Lake and a portion of Arrow Lake.
This means that no types of tenure can
be given on the specified crown lands
for either two years or until the OCPs
for these areas are in place. The RDCK
asked for the reserve because it wanted
a freeze on lakeshore development
while the planning processes were
underway.
Johnston says that it is an offence to
have unauthorized occupation of crown
land under sections 59 and 60 of the
Land Act. However, in the two cases
of untenured docks on Slocan Lake, it
has not yet been determined whether
or not there is unauthorized use. In the
Rosebery case, Johnston said, “When
the courts decide, we’ll decide.” In the
case of Kokanee Falls, a decision is yet
to be made on the application.
Johnston says that once
unauthorized use is determined, all land
officers have the authority to deal with
the trespass sections of the Land Act.
If an action were to be taken, it would
include notice of trespass requiring
removal of the dock, and seizure and
removal if the terms of the trespass
notices were not met.
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He said there were three land
officers in the Cranbrook office, and
three or four compliance enforcement
specialists in the province, one of
whom works out of the Kamloops
office. “Compliance and enforcement
resources are limited and ILMB must
focus on higher priority issues. For
docks, this would be structures that
are a risk to the environment or are not
in compliance with local planning,”
he said.
Johnston said that there are
untenured docks around the province.
“Most are small structures that meet the
requirements for routine approval and
it has not been a priority for ILMB to
seek out and pursue tenuring on these
docks,” he said.

A great
big thankyou to the
community
of Nakusp.
I am honoured and
humbled by your support.
I look forward to
working with you and
our new council over the
next three years.

Mayor Karen Hamling
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Thanks for attending
the Caribou Creek
IPP meeting

The Arrow Lakes Environment
Stewardship Society and the Burton
Seniors’ Association would like to
thank all of the people who came to
the open house on Tuesday, October 7
at the Burton Community Hall. This
was an important meeting to learn
more from Hydromax about their
plans to develop a run of the river
project on Caribou Creek and to voice
our community’s concerns about the
negative environmental effects of
their project. Those who came were
rewarded with the opportunity to
send a letter to the government, to
participate in a survey in order to
create a report, to join the Arrow Lakes
Environment Stewardship Society, and
to hear Hydromax and community
members speak.
Residents of the Arrow Lakes
presented their concerns to Hydromax
and asked valid questions, some of
which the company had not considered
(i.e. residents’ water rights, impact on
sturgeon and impact on the community
drinking water). Hydromax appeared
to minimize the community’s concerns
or suggested that these concerns
could be compensated or mitigated
if the concerns became reality. This
corporate response did not sit well with
the residents in attendance.
It became clear that for a business
that stands to make many millions
of dollars from this project it was
impossible for them to understand the
concerns of the residents as reasons
to voluntarily stop their application.
These concerns were wide-ranging:
the community wells downstream
of the four kilometers of penstock at
risk of drying up due to the aquifer
not getting the water it needs with the
diversion of the creek; the sturgeon,
birds and wildlife that will be affected
by the decimation of the fish stock in
the creek – fish that are so important
they have been protected from any
fishing for decades; the aquatic life,
invertebrates, and insects that are food
for the fish and that won’t be there

because so much of the creek water is
missing; the moisture for the forests
and plants; the extinction of fish due
to spawning habitat disruption; the
temperature rise of the water going
through the penstock that will affect
bull trout spawning; the temperature
fluctuations of the remaining creek
water due to heating in summer and
freezing in winter that will affect fish
habitat and survival; and the fact that
only three inspections of water flow
will be done prior to the application
for approval in November; and NO
temperature monitoring had even
been considered by Hydromax until
residents enlightened the company of
this critical aspect for fish survival.
The fact is that common sense,
nature and science tells us that taking
the creek out of the creek bed will
seriously impact the environment.
The people of the community made it
very clear that the creek is important
to the environment, to our spirits, to
the Sinixt people, and that this project
is disrespectful to the ecology of the
area and to the people living here. To
imagine that hundreds of these run
of the river projects, including the
Kuskanax Creek and five other Burton
creeks, are planned in the near future
(Hydromax hopes to begin construction
in the fall of 2009) is a travesty of the
rights of the people of BC to retain
ownership of land, water rights and
tenure. The people of BC have a
right to a moratorium on all diversion
projects by private companies, full
public meetings after feasibility
and environmental assessments are
completed and publicized, the repeal of
Bill 30 so that communities have true
input into these projects, the restoration
of BC Hydro as our public power
corporation for the production and
transmission of power (the repeal of the
2002 Energy Plan), and all waterways
publicly owned in perpetuity.
The people of Burton thank all of
those people from Hills, New Denver,
Nakusp, Arrow Park, Fauquier and
Edgewood who came to show support
for common sense, nature and science
over profit.
Alice Watson
Burton
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Thanks to the
Valley Voice

interest of BC to preserve our land.
It hopefully will motivate local
people as well to do everything to
keep the Valhalla Mile protected
as part of Valhalla Park and not
fall into the hands of investors for
whom environmental protection is
a foreign word.
Elisabeth von Ah and
Michael Mardner
Lemon Creek

or industrial complexes – trees needed
for capturing carbon are destroyed, the
ecology of the area is destroyed, and
the habitat of innumerable creatures
is destroyed. And land that could be
used for farming – which is going to
become more and more important as
we fry this planet – is destroyed.
Whenever the population in an
area increases, traffic and pollution,
and stress on water and energy
resources and recreational areas also
increase. More and more conflicts
are seen between us and the other
creatures with which we share this
planet. Bears, elk, deer, mountain
lions and all the other creatures that
live here have as much right to their
homes as we do.
As David Suzuki argues eloquently
in Earth Time, the earth cannot
tolerate continued human growth
and continued human destruction of
the biosphere. The economic model
that drives this needs to be abandoned
and one that is sustainable adopted.
Spokane has realized this (along with
a few other cities and towns) and put
a stop to further development in their
city. I suggest we follow their lead.
What we have here is precious. If
a community plan will focus on how
we can preserve what we have and
not on how we can ‘develop’ what
we have, I support it. Otherwise, I
do not.
Rosemary Carter
Crescent Valley

I want to thank you for handling
the municipal elections in a positive
and respectful manner and to also
thank you for having the decency not
to hide my campaign ad for mayor of
Nakusp in the sports section of your
newspaper. It’s a pleasure dealing
with you.
Karen Hamling, Mayor elect
Nakusp

Bicycle repair
bear?

Stigma and
mental illness

In a letter entitled ‘Highway
safety’ in our last issue, there were
several phone numbers listed for
the public to call in the event of a
safety issue with chip trucks on the
highway. As it turns out, some of the
numbers were incorrect. Here are the
correct numbers to call: Commercial
Vehicle Safety Reporting line: 1-888775-8785; DCT Chambers: 1-800575-2355; Ryler: 250-296-3325;
Arrow Transport: 250-374-3831;
Sutco: 250-505-4836.

Many of us have moved to
Nakusp to escape city life. We enjoy
the serenity and sense of community
that a small town offers; however,
there are some individual landlords
who discriminate against those with
disabilities, particularly those with
mental illness.
The stigma attached to mental
illness is huge. All too frequently,
money is exchanged, then after
speaking with prejudiced individuals,
the landlords suddenly reverse their
decisions to rent “due to unforeseen
circumstances.”
It is high time that every one of us
in Nakusp educates ourselves about
the facts surrounding mental illness.
Remember, one in four Canadians is
affected by a mental illness, and no
one’s family is immune.
Many people with mental illness,
with the help of medications and the
treatments available today, are highly
functioning, well educated, and
extremely productive and capable
individuals who can contribute much
to our community. It is all too easy to
judge, and extremely painful for the
ones who are being judged.
Sincerely looking forward to
change,
Brian and Barbara Graham
Arrow Park

to hear that the purchase of the
property called the Valhalla Mile
has received support from tourists
and visitors from Germany. Some of
our guests who visited the area in the
last years pledged Euro 470, which
is equivalent to about Cdn$725.
They also wrote support letters to
the Valhalla Foundation for Ecology
and Social Justice and The Land
Conservancy.
The financial and ideological
support from visitors from abroad
hopefully will convince the
government that it is in the best

I agree with Stephan Martineau
that what we do not want to see in
this area is the kind of development
that has occurred in the Okanagan
(and in Greater Vancouver, the Fraser
Valley, Richmond, etc). What I would
like to see is a community plan that
focuses on strategies for preventing
what has happened elsewhere from
happening here.
I see ‘development’ as a
euphemism for destruction. So
we should be aiming for as little
‘development’ as possible. Every
time wild land is covered with
buildings – whether they be houses

Peter Roulston is a good man.
No doubt.
But I grow weary of his repeated
rants and raves about not wanting any
bears anywhere near New Denver.
For years I’ve wondered why he is
so adamant about this, and recently
I think the penny dropped.
Anyone who has been to a
circus or seen one on TV knows
that bears can be taught to ride
bicycles. Perhaps with just a little
more training bears could also be
taught to repair bicycles. No wonder
Peter’s worried!
Andrew Rhodes
New Denver

CORRECTION

German
Supports planning
visitors support to preserve what
Valhalla Mile
we have
It might be interesting for you

Open letter to
Premier Campbell
re: Caribou Creek
IPP

The Caribou Creek IPP proposes
to construct a dam and a four-kilometre
penstock to produce less than 50
megawatts of electricity in a major
spawning channel.
History has shown that damming the
Arrow Lakes system has significantly
restricted nutrient flow, thereby causing
a 90% loss of kokanee stocks. Biologists
agree that a temperature increase in a
spawning channel by a mere 1.6
degrees will not allow spawning to
take place while research indicates
that a pond created by a small dam
coupled with penstock will increase
water temperatures and reduce nutrient
flow. Can the remaining Arrow Lakes
fish sustain this added impact?
With an IPP development on
Caribou Creek, coupled with the
additional applications for IPPs on Goat
Canyon, Burton, Snow and Hail Creeks,
each of which propose to develop less
continued on page 5
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continued from page 4
than 50 megawatts, a much greater
impact is realized since these water
flows are all within a few kilometres
of each other and converge into one
flow prior to entering the Arrow Lake
at Burton. Exponentially, nutrient
flow is halted and water temperatures
will increase. How can the sum of all
proposals in a confined location be
exempt from the requirements of the
Environmental Assessment Act?
Hydromax indicated publicly
that they will not be responsible
for any unforeseen result/s of their
development. Damming the Arrow
Lakes by a public utility resulted in
the drastic unforeseen reduction of
fish stock for which the taxpayers
have spent millions of dollars for
revitalization programs producing little
results in the long run. Who pays for
the corrective measures to counteract
unforeseen travesties caused by private
developers?
The public has a right to know
your answers to these three simple
questions.
Hans Dummerauf
Burton

Pro rep and other
election issues

Yes, indeed, for the US and the
world it is historic and uplifting that
Obama, a man with integrity and
vision, has been elected president.
There seems to be a lot of covetous
sentiment on the part of Canadians that,
having so recently gone to the polls,
yet again, we still have a leader who
does not represent the majority of the
Canadian people. As long as we have
an electoral system, adopted since the
two party times of Confederation, we
will continue to be represented by a
leader who, in fact, does not represent
us. Canadians need to demand a system
of proportional representation so that
the elected leaders do, in fact, represent
the people.
I am not a member of the Liberal
party but we did have a chance to elect a
leader (two in fact) who did have vision
and integrity (what a concept) but one of
whom apparently did not speak English
well enough to engender confidence in
the voter. I am not suggesting that M.
Dion (or Elizabeth May) is in any way
as charismatic as Obama but, if there
is a perceived insurmountable social
issue such as skin colour (Obama),
religion (Kennedy) or an accent (Dion),
to name a few, we need to be aware that
somehow that issue is getting in the
way of our acceptence of the candidate.
We need to ask ourselves if, in fact, the
issue is really an issue or has the media
made us believe that it is so.
Further, we, as Canadians, need to
rethink our priorities, demand not only
proportional representation but also a
government that does not attain success
by the corporate finances that pay for
their campaigns.
A n d l a s t l y, M r. H a r p e r ’s
congratulatory response to Barack
Obama’s win was too cool, too polite
and too non-commital. I guess he left
his warm, wooly sweater in the closet
on Tuesday, November 4.
Eric Faulks
Hills

Open letter to the
Premier, Minister
of Health and CEO,
Interior Health
Authority (IHA)

Having followed the evolution of
health care in the Kootenay Boundary
(KB) since the 2002 cuts to services
at Kootenay Lake Hospital (KLH),
I have the following comments and
observations to make.
As you remember, it was promised
by IHA officials in 2002 that a new KB
Regional Hospital would be built in
10 to 15 years. Some people, maybe
Minister of Health George Abbott
and the newer IHA administration in
Kootenay Boundary, may not know of
this promise.
As of 2008, the critical care system
in KB is based on the premise of a
new regional hospital in 4 to 9 years.
Kootenay Boundary citizens and IHA
staff were asked to have long-term
patience until this new hospital was
in place.
Everyone in this region knows
this promise is unlikely to materialise
because of completed renovations to
Trail Hospital (KBRH) and future
improvements to the infrastructure
at KLH. Furthermore, the impending
problems with the economy make the
IHA promise moot.
Minister Abbott and Premier
Campbell know this area is in crisis in
terms of critically ill and frail acute care
patients. It is accepted they must travel
long distances (along with relatives),
sometimes at extreme risk when
the Critical Care ambulance team is
unavailable. This is exacerbated when
they journey in bad winter weather
conditions.
Significantly, after six years of an
unsuccessful experiment in acute care
in the West Kootenays, Emergency
Room doctors at KLH have expressed
grave concerns. Some ICU doctors at
Kelowna General (KGH) receiving the
gravely ill from KB have expressed
alarm.
The ER doctors’ solution is to
re-establish a site model as soon as
possible, which includes at least one
general surgeon, an ICU and a CT
scanner at Kootenay Lake Hospital to
achieve a safe level of patient care.
Notwithstanding a review of
critical care in the KB region, please
give serious consideration to the ER
doctors’ suggestions.
Thank you for your
consideration.
Glyn Humphries
Nelson

do just that – and are turned down!
Especially for reasons that are purely
aesthetic and have more to do with
securing votes for the upcoming
election than supporting the Village of
Kaslo’s own community plan.
In August of 2008, the Leathwood
family, supporting their father’s wishes,
applied for a variance to subdivide the
family property into three lots, thus
creating two affordable building lots
within the village limits as well as the
lot where the old home sits – making
it much more affordable as well. This
was our father’s vision – to utilize his
gorgeous piece of property in the best
way possible. The entire focus of our
mom and dad’s life was ‘giving back’
to the community that had been so good
to them, where they raised their family
and had so many amazing memories.
They wanted Kaslo to be a viable
community for young families and
mom and dad dedicated their lives to
doing just that. These lots could be the
chance for a young family to obtain an
affordable piece of property and build
a home.
The Leathwoods were informed by
the Village the highways department
would have to grant them access, which
was immediately done and granted.
A group of ‘concerned’ neighbours
attended the meetings when the variance
was discussed. These neighbours
did not want the variance granted as
this would alter their view and green
space. The green space they refer to
is our mother and father’s yard! It is
hard to even comprehend a group of
citizens being afforded permission to
dictate what is done with a family’s
personal property. After several council
meetings, the variance was turned
down.
The fact that the proposed size of
each of the two building lots is actually
larger than required by the Village of
Kaslo seemed to be irrelevant to this
council.
There was no rationale given for
council’s decision. Those council
members in favour a month prior
mysteriously changed their thinking
and voted against it. I would imagine
the possibility of securing six or seven
votes of the neighbours opposed
factored into their decision-making.
One councillor voted against it because
he “doesn’t believe in variances” yet
when researching variances voted on
by council in the past, I found that he
has voted in favour of most variances
that pass through council.
The mere act of voting against this
variance is in direct disagreement with
the Village of Kaslo’s own community
plan of “affordable housing and using
density requirements to encourage
smart development.”
Irene (Leathwood) Regier
Kaslo

Opportunity
for affordable
housing in Kaslo Climate change
is cure to
turned down
In a time when the need for economic crisis
affordable housing is paramount to
the growth and sustainability of a
community such as Kaslo, I find it
extremely frustrating and perplexing
when a family such as the Leathwoods
apply to the Village for a variance to

Maybe it won’t be so easy to
restore confidence in the economic
system now. Krugman writes that it
wasn’t the New Deal that shook the
world out of whatever happened after
1929, it was WWII. In 1929, and
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well into the 1930s, analyses saying
things will get back to “normal” soon
appeared all over the place. It didn’t
happen.
Something blew out of the
collective mind after 1929 that wasn’t
restored until WWII began. What was
it? That is the question we face today.
Was the New Deal simply not a massive
enough intervention? Or was it the
collective sacrifice and effort of WWII
that restored enough of the faith that is
required for any system to function?
It is astonishing how it was at
the center of finance. Fundamental
practices like requiring a downpayment
and checking into whether it was likely
a borrower would pay back were tossed
out the window. A collective delusion
set in that held that home prices could
never go down. AAA ratings could
be had if the paperwork was sliced
and diced enough, and anyway the
issuers of the mortgage-backed paper
weren’t going to hold it, they were
going to palm it off calling it goldplated investment securities. The most
astute investors of the world couldn’t
get enough of it. Now we see what can
cause a general collapse. People started
defaulting on mortgages before they
could make the first payment and the
ripples went out from there.
It’s dawning on us all that everyone
acted in a way such that if everyone
else was acting that way the system
must collapse. What faith can anyone
have now?
It is that fundamental faith that the
entire system cannot come crashing
down at the drop of a hat that has been
shattered. How surprising can it be that
it is proving hard to re-establish?
You can take all the economic
‘tools’ in the world and throw them
all into the breach, but if minds don’t
change, what then? It may be that we
need to work together on a great cause
as a matter of survival and find out, yet
again, that there is more to life than who
had the most toys when they died.
On this analysis we need something
that is as great of a shakeup as WWII.
How convenient. There is climate
change. We could take on the task
of rebuilding civilization to fit into
the limits of the planetary system
and rebuilding our understanding of
economics so that Smith’s invisible
hand leads us somewhere else other
than to global disaster. It sounds more
meaningful than showering the banks
with $2.5 trillion, or repeatedly tossing
hundreds of billions of dollars onto the
US consumer as if it were confetti.
Working together as a matter of
survival in a great cause, on an urgent
issue that will determine whether we
leave anything like the planet we were
born on to our descendants sounds like
just the tonic we need to cure this Great
Depression of 2008.
David Lewis
Crescent Valley

Read account
with interest

It was with great interest that I
read Peter Roulston’s account of ‘The
Lost Settlement of Little Slocan Lake’
in the October 22 Valley Voice.
I am the granddaughter of Walter
and Fanny Anderson, and daughter

of Irvin and Louise Anderson, who
homesteaded at Beaver Lake. Here is
a little of their history:
My grandparents were 47 years old
when they packed up their belongings
and, along with their three children,
left the prairies for the Valhallas to
hack out a home with crosscut saws
and axes. Dad and mom were married
in 1945 and lived in my grandparents’
house until 1948 when they built their
little cabin, the remains of which are
left standing at Beaver Lake today.
They trapped, ran a small sawmill,
hunted for wild meat, grew huge
gardens to feed their families, picked
hundreds of pounds of huckleberries,
and preserved everything edible
for the long winter months – not to
mention all the firewood they had to
cut, split, dry and stack. Groceries
and supplies were purchased once a
year as the valley was snowed in and
it was 14 miles to the nearest store.
During the winter months they skied
and snowshoed on a trail on the east
side of the lake, down through the
other chain of lakes to Vallican to pick
up mail. Dad said there was a lot of
sweat, blood and sometimes tears shed
during those years.
All the years growing up I can
never remember being hungry or cold.
My parents were great providers and
dad always made certain there was
enough firewood cut, seasoned and
stacked. He never took any chances
and made certain that he had an
ample supply of water, freezers filled
to capacity and every jar in the house
full of preserves, not to mention a shed
full of wood, just in case.
In 1951 my parents decided to
move to Slocan City as my older
brother would soon be six years
old and about to attend first grade.
My grandparents lived on at the
homestead until 1953 and then moved
to Slocan City. Grandfather went on
to work for BC Forest Service and
was lookout man at the Lemon Creek
Tower. On July 24, 1958 he suffered a
massive heart attack while on duty and
died that day in the Nelson Hospital
at the age of 69. Grandmother died in
1980, at the age of 91, in Kamloops.
We scattered her ashes under the wild
apple tree that still grows at Beaver
Lake.
Dad worked at various jobs and
was even employed a short time
in the Alberta oil patch in 1953. In
1956, while he was working on the
SS Rosebery, the boat made her final
run up Slocan Lake. I am fortunate to
have been one of the 10 passengers
on board.
Dad took ill in 2002 and in
April 2004, at the age of 82, lost his
courageous battle with cancer. My
mother, who will be 86 next month,
still lives by herself in Port Alberni,
near my older brother.
I feel blessed to be part of this
family who constructed and dwelled
in that old shack, exactly sixty years
ago, on the shores of Beaver Lake in
the Little Slocan. I am thankful that
the area was set aside as a recreation
site so everyone can enjoy this little
piece of paradise.
Aline Winje
Slocan
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Obermayr’s hilarious talk explores link between murder and housekeeping
by Anne Champagne
Somewhere in her 85 years Lorna
Obermayr realized that housekeeping
wasn’t a calling. The trouble with
cleaning, she said, is that there’s no
end to it. There’s no closure.
“Don’t do this at home or it
might make you suicidal,” she
warned, “but I’ve calculated that in
my lifetime I’ve spent some 21,600
hours doing dishes.”
Her street cred thus established,
Lorna took a packed house at the
Silverton Gallery on November
12 though a unique history of
housekeeping and advice on its finer
points. She thus broke new ground
in the Food For Thought series
co-hosted by the Silverton Gallery
and New Denver’s Hidden Garden
Gallery, which until now has dwelt
merely on such topics as philosophy,
religion and art.
Apparently, the decline from the
carefree world of tossing the bones
out the cave door to the modern era
of fussing over the cleaning of every
dish and napkin started with the
mastery of fire 730,000 years ago.
Bones piling up ’round the firepit
brought on griping from the resident
hunter about not having a place to
sit for all the junk littered about. So
housework was born, and it fell to
the wives. Until the advent of slaves

– those ‘halcyon days’ when women
got a break for a while.
As societies acquired more
stuff, it all needed to be cleaned
and organized. Obermayr put the
obsession with buying material
goods and tending to them down
to women’s magazines, which
peaked when they promoted such
must-haves as the melon-baller that
embossed the family escutcheon
onto each globe of fruit. She’s still
seeking the magic word that will
make her home look like the ones in
these magazines. “Storage,” offered
a member of the audience.
Her advice on housekeeping kept
the audience rapt. Don’t clean for
four years, by which point no one
will notice anything’s awry. Cat hair
is a natural protective covering for
furniture upholstery, acting as a type
of Scotch-guard. To avoid attacks
of zealous cleaning, remember
that housework can kill: the toxic
cleaning compounds, the essential
information made impossible to find
by fits of organizing, the children’s
weakened immune systems when
they have no germs with which to
grapple. The highest spiritual levels
may be attained by practicing Zen
housekeeping, wherein one seeks to
accept what is.
Obermayr decried the lack of

studies on the association between
murder and housework, noting the
relationship between cleaning house
for hours and the emotions that arise
when one’s loved one dumps his
or her muddy boots on the freshly

by Jan McMurray
•Council received notice that
applications are once again being
accepted for the Towns for Tomorrow
funding program, which provides
80% of the project cost. CAO Gordon
reported that the Village had applied
twice before under this program to
improve drainage on Slocan Avenue,
but had not been successful. She
proposed that this time, they apply
to expand the Village office to add
two more offices and a room for
mapping and filing, as well as install
a new septic system. The program
has a green focus, and Gordon said
a lot of work could be done to make
the building more energy efficient.
Council agreed to seek terms of

reference for the Village hall project.
Mayor Wright mentioned that they
could apply for gas tax funding for the
Slocan Avenue drainage project.
•CAO Carol Gordon reported
that Robert Shacker was hired to
replace the Knox Hall roof under the
heritage legacy funding program. He
will do the work in March. He is also
providing an estimate on a new roof
for the Nikkei Centre.
•Mayor Wright reported that
renovation work at the reading centre
at Knox Hall was going very well.
A new window and door have gone
in, carpet has been chosen, and there
will be some work done on the roof
so that snow doesn’t pile up near the
entrance. Council accepted Sally and
Barry Lamare’s bid for upgrading the
three signs at the reading centre for a
total of $896.
•Councillor Campbell reported
that the Village had applied for
a Recreation Commission grant,
thanks largely to CAO Gordon. The
grant application is for a removable
backboard for plays and underground
wiring for the new gazebo, which will
be built in Centennial Park.

•The Slocan Lake Boating
Association wrote a letter
congratulating the Village on its
successful efforts to acquire a rescue
boat for the community. The marina
is providing free moorage for the
boat. CAO Gordon explained that
Doug Fischer from Petro-Canada
was donating a shed to store the boat,
and that the shed would be moved to
the marina.
•Council decided to write a letter
to the Province with their concerns
about a new temporary property tax
deferment program. The new program
allows homeowners who have at least
15% equity in their homes and who
are experiencing financial difficulty
due to current economic conditions
to defer their property tax payment
for each of the next two years. CAO
Carol Gordon reported that this could
have negative implications for New
Denver and other municipalities,
which collect taxes and must pass
some of them on to other levels of
government for school, hospital,
RCMP, etc. by August 1.
She explained that right now,
people 55 years of age and older
can defer their taxes, and the Village
receives a tax payment from the
Province for these people in November
or December. This does not affect
New Denver much, as it involves a
small number of people. However,
Gordon is concerned that by opening
the program up to many more people,
there could be a serious gap between
the amount of revenue coming in and
the amount that has to go out August
1. She assured that the Province
would make the tax payment, but
she wondered when, and how much
would have to be paid out before
receiving the tax payment.
The letter from the Village will
outline these concerns.
•The New Denver and area
fire department is upgrading its

polished floor.
She rounded off her history of
housekeeping with praise for modern
men who muck in with knowledge
of what it takes to make a meal or
do laundry. Thus modern women are

made content at last, knowing they
no longer must tackle housekeeping
on their own in the evening after a
full day at the office. She noted the
happy corollary that men who engage
in housekeeping get more sex.

Lorna Obermayr gave the audience her unique perspective on housekeeping, at the the Silverton Gallery, on November12.

New Denver council, November 10: Grant application in the works for Village office upgrades

WANTED
TO BUY:

CEDAR AND
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John Shantz
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Brothers Lumber Ltd.

250-547-9296

Smokey Creek Salvage
24 HR TOWING

New & Used Auto Parts, Back Hoe Work,
Certified Welding & Repairs, Vehicle Removal
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3453 YEATMAN RD, SOUTH SLOCAN

Thousands of used Books
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Packrat Annie’s

411 Kootenay St. Nelson

354-4722

tanker trucks in a very cost-effective
manner. A new tanker would cost
approximately $150,000, according
to Fire Chief Leonard Casley, but the
department has come up with a plan to
retrofit its tankers for about $68,000.
The RDCK is selling to the Village
the two tanker trucks currently in use
by the department for $1 each. The
Village will also purchase a new 2008
Ford F 750 Cab and Chassis. As a
result of purchasing the three trucks,
the department will end up with two
retrofitted tanker trucks. The oldest
truck will be retired, after its tank is
installed on the other used truck. The
tank from the other used truck will go
onto the new truck.
The cost of the new Ford Cab and
Chassis, approximately $68,000, will
come out of the firefighting reserve
fund ($37,000) and the capital works
fund ($27,021.06). CAO Gordon
explained that the fire department
would pay back the capital works
reserve fund over five years.
Silverton and a portion of Area
H, which New Denver contracts fire
services to, will pay their share of the
new truck, as per the contract. The
contract states that they pay New
Denver for the fire protection service
based on the year’s audited financial
statements, so they pay at the end of
the year. Wright explained that this
way, Silverton and Area H pay based
on what was actually spent, rather than
on what was budgeted. “This gives
surety to the people we contract with
that we are not running a scam on
them,” he said. Also, the parties can
withdraw from the contract with 19
months notice.
•Councillor Bunka reported on
emergency services. Two new people
from the community have volunteered
and have taken the introductory
emergency operations courses. They
will also take an evacuation course,
with mileage paid by the Village.

A major exercise is being planned
for Nelson. The Regional District
emergency group is arranging an
Emergency Operations level 2
course, which may take place in
New Denver.
•Council decided to purchase
rock garbage containers for the patio
at the bottom of the main street with
the Greer Annuity funds.
•An application will be made to
BC Hydro Tree Canada program for
trees to be planted on one of the banks
at the S-curve and on a land allowance
behind the Husberg residence. Sumac
trees were suggested, subject to
review by Ray Nikkel.
•Councillor Brookfield reported
that the Chamber was suffering
from a lack of volunteers, a deficit
last year and likely another one this
year. Mayor Wright reported that the
Chamber would be requesting funds
from the Slocan Valley Economic
Development Commission at an
upcoming meeting.
•Mayor Wright attended a
meeting of the Regional Development
Commission, the group that came
out of the Community Connections
funding program for School District
No. 10. The group had applied
for funding from the Vancouver
Foundation but was not successful.
The group is now reviewing its role
and goals.
•During public question time,
Rhonda Bouillet asked if the Village
still held a notation of interest on
crown land lots for sewage lagoons.
Mayor Wright said the notation was no
longer on the lots, as a sewage system
was costed at $2 or $3 million at that
time. She also asked if the Village held
any water rights on creeks. Wright
said that they had held the rights on
three creeks, but gave them up when
they found that a hydro project would
not be cost effective when they were
looking into this about six years ago.
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Kaslo council, November 12: Holland’s letter on provincial building committee meeting dominates discussion
by Jan McMurray
•Falkins Insurance representative
Darlene Mosiondz appeared as a
delegation to speak about the advantages
of insuring through Falkins. She said
they had several municipal accounts,
and that they deal only with the most
financially stable insurance companies
in Canada. She also said they had their
own staff adjuster, whereas most other
brokers use an independent adjuster.
•Chamber of Commerce
representative Andy Lecouffe attended
as a delegation to ask the Village for
$255 to cover the cost of insurance
for the Light Up event. He said the
Chamber was originally going to ask
the Village to act as manager of the
event as it has in the past, but following
discussions with Mayor Holland and
Councillor Hewat, they agreed that
the Chamber should acquire its own
insurance. Lecouffe said the Chamber
would pay for the insurance in future
years, but had not budgeted for it this
year. Council agreed to the request.
•Mayor Holland reported that the
final draft of the OCP is ready, but he
thought they should wait until after
the election to present it to the public.
Councillor Hewat suggested that they
ask Tom Lancaster of Smart Growth to
post the draft to the website. Holland
agreed to do this.
•Mayor Holland presented council
with an open letter to Greg Lay and Rick
Hewat regarding the proceedings of an
October 10 meeting of the Village of
Kaslo Select Committee for Provincial
Building Management. The letter
states that Kaslo’s procedures bylaw
was contravened when Holland was
expelled from the meeting. Holland

states in the letter that the mayor is a
voting member of all committees of
council, as stipulated by the bylaw,
and that committee meetings are
required to be open and accessible
to everyone. Holland also states that
no minutes from the October 10
committee meeting had been submitted
to council.
Councillor Leathwood, the
appointed council representative on
the committee, said that the committee
was not sanctioned by council until
October 14, so the committee was not
bound by the procedures bylaw on
October 10.
Holland said that council had
appointed an ad hoc committee for the
provincial building, so the committee
was a committee of council. He said
that all committees acting on behalf of
the Village, whether ad hoc or select,
must be open and accessible to all
members of council.
Councillor Jones asked why
Holland was directing his comments
to only one person rather than the
whole committee. Holland said that
only two individuals at the meeting
were adamant that he leave.
Councillor Hewat said she was
surprised to read the letter in the
newspaper (it was published in the
November 5 issue of the Valley Voice)
before seeing it as a council. Holland
replied that council was aware of the
incident, as they had discussed it on
two previous occasions, and they had
asked the committee for the minutes
of the meeting for over a month
with no response. He said he felt the
community needed to know; however,
he agreed that the letter to the editor

was perhaps not the most correct way
to address it. He also said that the letter
to the editor was from him as a citizen,
not as mayor, and that it was “discourse
between two mayoral candidates.” He
said he did not in any way intend to
implicate council in the matter, and
apologized to council members for
“putting the letter out there the way
I did.”
During public question time,
committee member Rob Lang said
he felt the committee had no official
standing on October 10, and asked for
clarification regarding the participation
of council members and the public
at committee meetings. Holland said
that the mayor is a member of all
committees of council and can vote,
and that it was up to the chair to decide
if the public could vote and make
comments.
Council voted to remind the
committee that its process must be
conducted with transparency, integrity
and accountability at all times.
Councillor Vass voted opposed.
•Jane Lynch wrote a letter
regarding Holland’s letter to the editor
in the Valley Voice and asked council
to hold a special meeting so the facts
of the matter could be established in
public. Lynch will be advised that the
matter was discussed in open meeting
at the council table.
•The Building Management Select
Committee submitted recommended
amendments to the lease that will be
offered to tenants of the provincial
building. These recommendations
will be forwarded to Village lawyers,
Staples & Co.
•Council received correspondence

regarding the Smart Planning for
Communities initiative, which provides
resources to local governments for
planning sustainable communities.
CAO Sawyer will contact them to
see if a workshop can be arranged for
council in Kaslo.
•Council received notification
that applications under the Towns
for Tomorrow program were being
accepted with a deadline of January 16.
Mayor Holland said he had done some
reading about the program, as Kaslo’s
previous applications for funding to
replace the water reservoir liner had
not been successful. He discovered that
routine maintenance or repairs were
ineligible. Council agreed to meet on
November 18 to review and prioritize
projects within the program criteria.
•All council members will
be registered for the 2009 Local
Government Leadership Academy
scheduled February 17-19 in Nelson.
•Several recommendations from
the Development Services committee
meeting of November 4 were passed.
Council chamber side doors will be
removed and stored, and replaced
with a metal door on a temporary
basis. Mayor Holland was authorized
to approach FortisBC about reducing
the cost of undergrounding power
on Water Street, currently estimated
at $370,000. The government wharf
will be closed to vehicle traffic. Public
Works will be directed to repair
floating docks. Council indicated its
wish to explore the potential for The
Land Conservancy to manage the city
hall restoration project.
•Several recommendations from
the Provincial Building Management

Select Committee meeting of November
1 were passed. A professional arborist
will be engaged to assess maple trees
that are infringing on the building.
An alarm system will not be pursued.
Tenants will be allowed to display
business signage in the windows on
a one-year trial basis. A water tank
and pipes in the boiler room will be
insulated. Carpet runners or some
form of protection will be purchased
for heavy traffic areas of the building.
Public Works foreman Glen Walker
was appointed as a voting member to
the committee. The sign on the lawn,
which Councillor Leathwood reported
was rotten, will be removed to the
Public Works yard.
•Bylaw 1078, Waterworks Bylaw
and Bylaw 079, Noise Abatement
Bylaw, were adopted.
•Rates for election officials were
increased to $650 for the chief election
official (from $385); $500 for the
deputy chief election official (from
$275); and $350 for poll clerks (from
$165). Councillor Jones was opposed,
pointing out that these were very
large increases. He quoted rates paid
in New Denver ($375 for CEO and
$300 for deputy) and in Nakusp ($230
for CEO and $180 for deputy). CAO
Sawyer said Kaslo’s rates had not
been increased in probably 10 years.
Rates she found on the UBCM website
ranged from $500-$1,325 for the CEO
and from $375-$1,000 for the deputy.
•The Village office will be closed
from December 25 to January 4
inclusive. Office staff will take their
regular holidays for this closure.
•Accounts payable of $68,415.87
were approved.
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reform. Applications will be reviewed
and recipients chosen independently by
the deputy attorney general. The chief
electoral officer will distribute the funds,
which must be used only for activities that
support or oppose STV.

Based on the results of a public
consultation conducted by the Ministry
of Attorney General, two groups will be
selected, one to represent each side.
The referendum campaign period
begins February 1, 2009, with funding

provided on or after that date. Government
will also fund a neutral referendum
information office, as it did in 2005. In late
October the ministry will send out public
notices with more detailed information
about the application process.

by Anne Champagne
Susan Cooley makes beautiful
visual music of Kootenay landscapes
in her stained glass art. She’s just
opened her studio in Crescent Valley,
and is ready to turn customers’
visions into colourful art for their
homes or businesses. Susan makes
stained glass windows, doors for
kitchen and other cabinets, wall art,
fireplace screens, decorative mirrors,
lamp shades, garden art, business
signs and other creations.
From architecture to art, Susan
brings skills in design, fine arts and
computer graphics to her work.
Although most of her career was
as a mapmaker for Parks Canada
and the US Geological Survey, the
arts weave through her life, going
back to a stained glass course in
the 1980s. Among other training,
a graphic arts certificate and a
multimedia specialist diploma taught
her computer graphics programs and
design principles. She developed her
own style through fine arts courses
at the Symposium Visual Art Centre
and a Multimedia Diploma from
Robertson College in Winnipeg, and
met artists from all over the world
when completing her practicum at
the Banff Centre for the Arts. She
learned stained glass techniques
from the best at Abraxis Art Glass in
Fort Collins, Colorado, emerging as
a professional stained glass artisan.
Mapmaking taught Susan to see
the patterns and forms in landscapes.
Computer graphics programs such
as FreeHand, Corel Draw and
Photoshop help her render these
impressions into precise lines in
glass. At Abraxis, she learned how to
design, incorporate stained glass into
furniture and buildings, and repair
glass. This led to the restoration

of a large church in Fort Collins,
Colorado.
Susan has experienced building
stained glass entryways, windows,
room dividers, transoms (a horizontal
bar across a window or the top of a
door), sidelights (a window by the
side of a door or other window)
and other structures. She especially
enjoys collaborating on log house
and timber frame projects, since
they can pay homage to nature, as
she does in her work.
In 2004, Susan and her husband
John discovered Nelson. She’s been
making gorgeous stained glass
images of Kootenay landscapes
ever since. Nature is her inspiration,
and the Kootenays inspire her as
few places have. John builds wood
frames for Susan’s windows and wall

art, sometimes from driftwood they
collect from the wake of a nearby
dam. Hence the Crooked Wood in
her business name.
This summer, Susan and John
moved to Crescent Valley, setting up
a well-lit studio for her art. Treating
customers with respect and good
humour is part of their work ethic,
as is meeting deadlines.
“Our creations are lovingly
made, carefully hand-crafted to
celebrate the beauty of this land. The
spirit of the Kootenays infuses each
one. My hope is that they open up
other ways of seeing the landscapes
that surround us.”
Contact Crooked Wood Creations
at 250-359-6987 (phone), 359-6998
(fax), skcooley@shaw.ca or visit
www.crookedwoodcreations.ca

December deadline for electoral reform applications
submitted
Groups that support or oppose the
single transferable vote (STV) have until
December 1 to apply to become registered
referendum groups and receive public
funding.

Under regulations that will govern the
conduct of the referendum, the Province is
making $500,000 available to each side of
the STV debate to provide information and
educational material about their positions
for the May 2009 referendum on electoral

Daryl Verville in Concert
Performing Beethoven, Scriabin, Liszt, Gurdjieff/DeHartmann
Daryl Verville is the maker of the feature film ‘The Naked Queen’
and has two CD’s – ‘Hurricane of Light’ and his most recent
recording of the Gurdjieff/DeHartmann piano pieces....”piano
pieces that bring to light with beauty and grace the rhythms and
melodies of ancient esoteric christianity” T
“Daryl’s playing is virtuosic and impassioned...” Anton Kuerti
Where: The Memorial Hall, Silverton
When: Sunday December 7th
Time: 3:00 PM
Tickets at the door: $15 adults, $25 family,
$5 students and seniors

Benefit Dinner & Dance for
Candice & Dean Mikkelsen
Candice Mikkelsen is
currently awaiting a transplant
at the coast. To try to help
cover the costs, there will be
a dinner & dance to help raise
much needed funds.

Saturday, December 6, 2008 at the Bosun Hall
Spaghetti Dinner (Meat & Vegetarian)
Dinner Only Tickets (served from 5 pm - 6:30 pm)--$10
Dinner & Dance Tickets (dinner served from 5 pm - 8:30 pm)
— $20 (No Minors)
Bar opens at 7 pm • Dance 9 pm - 1 am
Live Auction at 8:30 pm • Midnight Buffet
Tickets Available From:
3D’s Corner Store (New Denver), Nuru Designs (New Denver)
Silverton Building Supplies (Silverton), Janet Boisvert (Slocan)

For more information, to donate items for the
auction or to help in any way; please contact

Dar (358-2453) or Kerry (358-2252)

MORE
SPECIALS

Fir 1” x 6” Flooring KD STK T&G..
Reg. $1.25/lin ft
SALE $.75 / Lin Ft

Carpet Specials - Hyde Park “Saxony” two colours.
Perpetual Blue or Taupe
Reg. $14.95/ Sq Yd SALE $9.95/ Sq Yd
POWER OUTAGE SPECIALS
Candles. 10” Tapered, Various colours.
				
SALE $.29 ea
Fusion Flashlights Set of 3.
Reg. $17.95/set

SALE $11.95/set

Batteries AA Duracell Coppertop. 20/pkg.
				
SALE $15.95/ pkg
Glass Oil Lamps. Various colours.
Reg. $21.99 		
SALE $17.95
– Pinnacle Pellets in stock –

Kootenay landscape inspires stained glass art by Crooked Wood Creations

WOOD PRESERVERS LTD.

BUYERS OF CEDAR
& PINE POLES
Mike Casey cell 344-8477
Offering planning, management
and sales for Woodlot Licences
and Private Land Owners.
P.O. Box 4,
Brisco, B.C. V0A 1B0

Phone (250) 346-3315
Fax (250) 346-3218

TOLL FREE 1-866-346-3315

Susan Cooley works out of her stained glass studio in Crescent Valley.

Annual Christmas Tea for Seniors
to warm up season at Slocan Park
submitted
Seniors are invited to kick off the
holiday season at the Slocan Valley
Recreation Commission’s Umpteenth
annual Christmas Tea for Seniors on
Saturday, December 6. This relaxing
fun-filled afternoon event runs from 1
to 3 pm and takes place at the Slocan
Park Hall, free of charge.
During the afternoon there will
be refreshments, entertainment, draw
prizes, and the company of friends
past and present. Entertainment this
year includes Steve and Christine,
Alf and John and a local group of
young violinists. And of course Craig
the Rec Guy will have another batch
of incredibly funny jokes to help
get everyone in the holiday spirit.

This popular event has been made
possible with the support of many
area businesses and lots of happy
volunteer effort. Seniors throughout
the region are welcome to attend.
To make getting there a little
easier, the Handi-Dart will be coming
from Castlegar and seniors are invited
to take advantage of this service,
compliments of the Slocan Valley
Recreation Commission. There’s
limited space on the bus so seniors
should phone 365-3100 as soon as
possible to reserve a space.
The Slocan Park Hall is located
about 8 km north of the Playmor
junction on Highway 6. For more
information on this year’s tea contact
the recreation office at 226-0008.
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Citizens organize to petition RDCK, Forest Practices Board over logging
by Art Joyce
If “the price of freedom is eternal
vigilance” then Slocan Park residents
are ready. On November 10 about
35 people attended the third public
meeting concerning BC Timber
Sales logging in their watershed.
The meeting was chaired by Craig
Sapriken.
Evelyn Kirkaldy gave a brief
history of facts to date. Derek Murphy
outlined the four main concerns
from residents that Area H Director
Don Munro could bring to the Rural
Affairs Committee. As previously
reported, these are: 1) that the public
consultation process which took
place in 2001 was “fatally flawed,
incomplete and totally inappropriate
for densely populated rural areas with
consumptive watersheds”; 2) basic
rules for logging in heavily populated
areas with consumptive watersheds
should be different than those used in
unpopulated areas; 3) basic rules for
enforcement are totally inadequate;
and 4) nothing is in place to deal with
any negative consequences from
logging such as floods or landslides.
Munro said that both the residents

and BCTS can present their case at the
next Rural Affairs Committee meeting
in January 2009. The RDCK will then
decide whether to pursue the issue
further. Munro spoke of the importance
of having an Official Community Plan
(OCP) in place, suggesting that with
an OCP, the RDCK would have had
more involvement in the forest harvest
plan.
However, when asked later if
BCTS had agreed to appear before the
committee, Al Skakun said they had
not, saying he was unsure of the point
of such a meeting. He explained that
the Regional District has no authority
over provincial forestland and “we
don’t have an option to cancel or
withdraw the timber sale licence.”
When asked if BCTS was willing
to modify its timber prescription
based on community input, Skakun
said no.
“We’re still waiting for one of
the final terrain stability reports to be
received, but the indications we have
from that is that there’s no reason to
modify the current harvest plan. We
don’t see any significant impact on the
residents in those areas.”

Jennifer Yeow of Passmore
Laboratory spoke at the meeting of
the importance of residents starting
now to monitor and document water
quantity and quality in their wells and
water boxes.
Marilyn Burgoon gave a summary
of the Perry Ridge situation and how
all areas are facing the same issues.
She also spoke of the need to change
the focus from a moral to a legal
argument. The Sinixt First Nation is
currently before the Supreme Court
for Aboriginal title claims that include
the Slocan Valley. They have asserted
the right to be consulted on all uses
of crown land in this area but so far
have not been consulted regarding this
logging plan.
Committees to deal with writing
letters to government officials and
an official complaint to the Forest
Practices Board (FPB) were struck.
The issue of due diligence will be
paramount in the first complaint,
especially regarding incomplete
geotechnical surveys and renotification of water licence holders. A
Forest Watch Committee was formed
and will familiarize itself with design

by Art Joyce
I f t h e r e ’s a n y h o p e f o r
environmental sanity it lies with
our youth, the potential leaders of
tomorrow. That’s the premise for a
new experiential-based school of
environmental education, the Redfish
School of Change, a partnership of
GreenLearning Canada, Pearson
College, the University of Victoria
and Shell. The school is preparing to
take its first 16 students into the field,
with a component that will include the
Slocan Valley.
“The Redfish School of Change
is designed for young adults who
have a passion for finding solutions to
environmental and social challenges,”
says Nadine Raynolds, Director of the
School of Change. “The program will
help them develop the capacity and
confidence to lead their communities
on the issues that matter most to
them.”
This intensive six-week field
school, accredited through the
University of Victoria’s School
of Environmental Studies, takes
participants from the mountains of
the Slocan Valley to the west coast
of Vancouver Island. Students will
visit innovative sites and engage with
experts in the field of environmental
and social justice. They will backpack
in Valhalla Provincial Park and
paddle the Fraser River from Hope
to Vancouver. They will build skills
and develop strategies to bring back to
their communities, where they receive
six months of post-program support
as they follow through on community
action projects.
Although not all Slocan Valley
sites have been finalized yet, Raynolds
says the students will stay at the Little
Slocan Lodge, a strawbale structure,
to get a firsthand taste of sustainable
building practices. There will be
organic farms visited in both the Slocan
Valley and Victoria areas, as well as
microhydro, solar hot water, and
other renewable energy installations.
Students will get a chance to contrast
and compare practices, for example
by visiting both community forests or

horse-logging operations with more
conventional logging operations. The
students will spend about 16 days in
the West Kootenay.
The Rivershed Society of BC is
coordinating the Fraser River tour.
As they glide downriver, students
will ‘visit’ the river’s past, present,
and future, comparing both rural and
urban industrial and agricultural water
uses. There will be meetings with
First Nations leaders and community
planners in communities along the
river. Students will be expected to
write profiles of the various bioregions they explore, examining the
question of what makes a community
ecologically sustainable and socially
equitable.
This unique field school will
offer its first semester in southern
British Columbia from May 18 to
June 26, 2009. The tuition covers all
expenses, food and lodging during the
six weeks of the program, plus the sixmonth support afterward. The school
is fundraising for a strong bursary
program, recognizing the need to help
students from varying socio-economic

backgrounds.
“There’s way less emphasis on
the state of the world than with
envisioning what can be done,” says
Raynolds. “This is a program designed
for creative, intelligent thinking.”
Raynolds invites people to contact
her with ideas for the program,
either as guest presenters or with
problem-solving opportunities in their
communities.
Students can now apply at www.
schoolofchange.ca.

Redfish School of Change to bring environment students to Slocan Valley

Whole School holds
enchanted evening kids’
event for Halloween
submitted
The Whole School Support
Committee hosted a Halloween event
on Friday October 31 at the school’s
new location in the Appledale Hall.
The event was provided for young
families seeking an alternative to
trick-or-treating.
Despite the rainy weather, over 50
children attended with their families.
Magic was all around as the children
walked a trail lit up by lanterns and
pumpkins and encountered magical
beings along the way who told them
a story and gave them a gift.
The Whole School Support
Committee would like to express
gratitude to all those who contributed
to this magical event: Love of Shiva,
Evergreen Natural Foods, One World
Trading, Gaia Tree, Edda, Ricardo,
Natalia, Shanoon, Dan, Danielle, Joel,
Andromeda and Leah.

of each cutblock so contractor Dan
Hale can be monitored. Citizens
agreed the two biggest issues are the
risks to public safety both present and
future, and water systems.
Slocan Park residents have
discovered that BC Hydro recently
removed the two culverts from its
access road along its right of way
crossing Arvid Creek. BC Hydro
was notified by residents that the two
culverts had become partially blocked,
and completed a geotechnical and
environmental study in response. After
reviewing the findings, BC Hydro
decided to remove the culverts and
re-establish the creek bed to its original
location. Some residents see this as
confirmation of their fears that logging

will increase the risk of increased
debris flow and washouts, and that
BC Hydro wants to remove itself
from legal liability should this happen.
Hydro spokesperson Amy Jonsson,
however, said the removal was based
on environmental considerations. Al
Skakun of BCTS said that in place of
the culverts a portable bridge will be
installed during harvesting and when
the logging roads are deactivated the
bridge will be removed. The contractor
will not be required to replace the
culverts removed by BC Hydro.
For more information or
to volunteer, contact Peter Kabel
@250-359-7944 or Craig Sapriken
@ 250-359-7976 or email save.
radclifferidge@gmail.com .
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working to hear and feel each others’
musical messages and thus create a
synergy between strings and piano.
Local violin and viola teachers

Daphne and Miranda Hughes will be
facilitating the workshop and helping
students learn from each others’
experiences as well as their own.

workshop November 21-23. The
community is invited to enjoy the
fruits of these musical labours at a
free public performance on Sunday
November 23 at 2 pm at Silverton
Memorial Hall.
The 14 Suzuki students range
in age from 5 to 15, and despite
their young ages have more than 60
years of musical experience between
them.
As the years have rolled by, they
have progressed greatly in the mastery
of their instruments. However, unlike
students studying in big cities, they do
not have much opportunity to work
with professional accompanists. This
workshop, made possible by a grant

from Columbia Basin Trust, will
change that.
Professional accompanist Sandra
Fletcher from Kelowna will be
visiting the area and spending three
days working intensively with the
students and their teachers in small
groups. Fletcher knows many of
these students from her summertime
involvement in both the Valhalla
Summer School of Music and the
Suzuki Valhalla Institute, and is
looking forward to working with them
in more depth.
The workshops will focus on
developing the capacity in the
students to communicate with their
accompanist musically. They’ll be

X-mas sale valid to up to 1000 tickets or Dec. 31, whichever comes first.

submitted
Students of the New Denver
Suzuki string program will have
the opportunity to work in depth
in musical collaboration with a
professional accompanist during a

Photo credit: Art Joyce

New Denver string students prepare for performance with accompanist

Coco Love Alcorn belts out her trademark soul-bending, jazz scat vocalizations
at her concert in the Silverton Gallery the evening of November 13.

Nakusp & District
Chamber of Commerce
presents the annual
Christmas Parade &
Light-Up
Parade will start at Halcyon House
Friday, Nov.28 at 7 pm
Line-up at 6:15 pm for judging at 6:30 pm
RSVP by Thursday, November 27 at 265-4234
Everyone welcome to enter a float Christmas lights and music encouraged!
Children come and meet Santa at the
Christmas tree after the parade!
Nativity Scene, Caroling and Light-Up
in front of the Courthouse after
the parade.
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Contra dance to raise funds for the Valhalla Mile addition to Valhalla Park
submitted
The White Pines Dojo
is hosting its second Contra
dance on November 29 at 8
pm to help raise funds for the
purchase and protection of
the Valhalla Mile – a mile of
pristine lakeshore in the middle
of Valhalla Provincial Park.

The Land Conservancy
and the Valhalla Foundation
are the two organizations
working together to raise
the $1.5 million required to
purchase the land and include
it in the Park. The deadline
to raise the remaining funds
necessary is coming up in the

next few months. Any pledges
can be fulfilled in the coming
year. A donation or a pledge is
a great Christmas gift and all
donations are tax deductible.
Back by popular demand,
the wonderful Kootenay
Kontra Band from Nelson is
again coming out to the valley

for this event. The ‘caller,’
Dave Cornelius, is coming
out from Rossland. In Contra
dance, a caller, working with
a group of live musicians
playing jigs and reels, guides
new and experienced dancers
alike through a variety of
dances. Contra dance can

submitted
After serving 18 years
as school trustee for the
Slocan Valley/Bonnington
area, Penny Tees is retiring.
A gathering to express thanks
and to honour her work will be
held Friday, November 21 at

Winlaw School, 7-9 pm.
During her tenure, Tees
served as board president of
School District #8 and also
as both vice president and
president of the BC School
Trustees Association. In these
roles, she worked tirelessly

to promote the values and
the improvement of public
education throughout BC.
Tees’ commitment to
the Slocan Valley’s rural
schools has won the respect
of the students, parents and
teachers of the four schools

submitted by Penelope Stuart
Anyone who has had the
opportunity to visit a European
Christmas market will know
what a wonderful experience
it is. Now for the second year
in Silverton, visitors will again
have the chance to experience
this magic with Christmas
by the Lake. New Denver’s
May Queen will launch the
event with the lighting of the
Christmas trees on Friday,
December 5 at 4 pm. It
continues on Saturday and
Sunday, December 6-7.
Within the Christmas
Village, set before Silverton’s
historic gallery, visitors can
enjoy all the charm and
romance of Olde World
Christmas fairs with timehonoured culinary delights
such as bannock, roasted
chestnuts, hot chocolate and
mulled wine. Adults and
children alike will be enthralled
when they stroll among the
stalls selling quality crafts and
sampling European food while
viewing demonstrations of
glass-blowing, blacksmithing
and more. In addition, there
will be choirs, musicians,

writers and singers to entertain
during this three-day event.
The focus is on creating
an exciting experience for
children. This year will see
again the ice sculptors Peter
Vogelaar and David Ducharme
(World Olympic champions
and winners of the 2006
Quebec International Sand
Sculpture Contest) creating
their illuminated ice slide, a big
hit last year for children of all
ages. Visitors were captivated
as Peter and David created a
number of beautifully poised,
graceful angels and can again
watch these celebrated artists
construct remarkable works
of art in ice. There will be
children’s workshops and
storytelling. An extra special
treat on Sunday will be the
horse-drawn sleigh ride,
courtesy of Herb Thompson.
Of course Santa has been
invited to the Christmas faire
but children should also watch
out for the Grinch.
Christmas by the Lake
was the inspiration of Armand
Lange who, appreciating the
beauty of this area, visualized
bringing the magic of a

traditional European Christmas
market to the Slocan Valley.
Armand, originally from
Germany, is familiar with the
extravaganza of Christmas
markets in German-speaking
countries that attract hundreds
of visitors from all over the
world. He therefore appreciates
not only the magic and fun
these events create but also
recognizes the socio-economic
benefits they can bring to this
area.
Under the auspices of the
Slocan Lake Gallery Society,
Armand’s vision came to
fruition with great success,
thanks to many sponsors and
volunteers. The first step was
to construct the 10 traditional
Christmas Village huts, which
were created by dedicated
volunteer Ty Capelle for last
year’s event. Morgen Bardati
organized the craft market.
Now, under the wing of the
Silverton Community Club
and with a more ambitious
program, the second Christmas
by the Lake is set to be a true
protégé of its European roots.
For more information visit
www.christmasbythelake.ca.

between Slocan and South
Slocan. “Anytime we have
asked her to advocate on our
behalf, Penny has responded
quickly, listened thoroughly,
and assisted us to pursue our
goals,” said Joanne Ellis, WE
Graham Community School
Co-ordinator.
All past and present
students, parents, teachers
and community members are
invited to come to Winlaw
School from 7 to 9 pm on
Friday, November 21 to say
thank you to Tees for her
dedicated work on behalf of
the students of the Slocan
River Valley.

Retiring school trustee Penny Tees to be honoured locally

Second annual Christmas by the Lake
promises European-style magic

Once again, the Silverton Community Club will be sponsoring Christmas by the Lake, December 5 – December 7, 2008.

be called ‘high voltage barn
dancing’ and no partner or
experience is necessary.
The White Pines Dojo is
a beautiful straw bale aikido
training center situated on 20
gorgeous acres located one
mile south of Slocan City
(8835 Martens Rd. ph: 3550009). The whole community
is invited to come celebrate
and support this beautiful and

11
fun event. Representatives
from the Valhalla Foundation
will be present. Suggested
minimum donation at the door
is $10-$20.
For more info call Felicity
250-355-0075 or visit www.
kindmusic.ca. For more info
on the Valhalla Mile campaign:
The Land Conservancy www.
conservancy.bc.ca or Valhalla
Foundation www.vws.org.

Casting Call

for upcoming Bedside Manor
Rotary Dinner Theatre
Wednesday, November 26,
6:30 pm
at
Nakusp Secondary
School, Room 20
For more information
call Misty 265-2151
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outlines the timelines for the budget
process, including the annual report
and the five-year financial plan.
•The old elementary school
building that now houses the Slocan
Health Clinic, a new gym and future
library has been given an official
name. After running a contest to
name the facility, council chose Gail
Morris’ entry, with the addition of
the word “City.” Council voted to
name the facility the Slocan City
Health and Wellness Centre.
•Works foreman Tim Hill
reported that another water main
break had occurred on Nelson Street
– this is the third in the last year and
a half. He said replacement of the
section would be the top priority. All
equipment is prepared for winter.
Hill reported on new dock and deck
lights for the breakwater and had
requested quotes for trees to border
the beach area.
•Council gave final reading to
the new Council Procedures Bylaw.
Whereas the old bylaw did not
make provision for public question
period, this new one places ‘public
participation’ on the agenda. This
agenda item will allow for questions
from the public that are of interest to
the general population of the village,
and the mayor has the authority to
put an end to the discussion.
Following the adoption of the
bylaw Council set the schedule
of meetings for 2009. Most take
place on the second Wednesday of
each month. The next meeting will
take place on December 10 and
is a ceremonial event to thank the
outgoing council and welcome the
newly elected mayor and council.
•The Village of Slocan received
$22,319.68 under the Government of
Canada’s Agreement on the Transfer
of Federal Gas Tax Revenues. The
funds are distributed under an
agreement between the Union of
British Columbia Municipalities,
and the governments of Canada
and British Columbia and are a
combination of a base fund amount
and population in the 2006 census
data.

•Councillor Perriere, reporting
for the committee working to
establish the Village of Slocan
Fitness Centre, noted that 25 people
had signed up as volunteers to help
renovate and operate the centre.
New floor, lighting and painting
have been completed and new
equipment is ready for installation.
The executive board charged with
operating the facility and hiring a
coordinator include Oliver Berlowe,
Nikki Hamilton, Linda Hicks,
Bonnie Lister and Joanna Van
Bynen. Others actively involved
in the project are John Van Bynen,
Pat Ashton, Hillary Elliot and Gail
Morris. Resumes for the position
of coordinator, a part-time position,
can be dropped off at the Village
Office until 4 pm November 20.
An Open House and volunteer
orientation is planned on November
20 from 12:30 to 9:00 pm. Helen
Kissinger and Nikki Hamilton will
be in charge of the event.
•Mayor Van Bynen, stepping
down as mayor, was thanked for
his service to the community. For
many years Van Bynen flooded and
maintained the local ice rink, among
other volunteer activities. He said he
could not continue and appealed for
younger volunteers to come forward
to continue this work, commenting
it was important for the children and
the school.
•Local Government
Management Association announced
that Janet Boisvert, Village Assistant,
had been awarded $482.70 from the
James Craven Scholarship fund
towards the costs of her attendance
at MAT 1 Foundation Program at the
University of Victoria last August.

Slocan council, November 12: Council agrees to plan for WI Hall renovations
by Don Currie
•A Women’s Institute delegation
attended. Spokesperson Linda
Taylor asked council to transfer
to a trust account the $20,000
that council has budgeted for the
Women’s Institute Hall renovations
project. She said this would assure
potential donors and suppliers that
the project would move ahead.
She also said a concern of the WI
membership was to have a home for
their activities with a commercial
kitchen.
CAO Shana Paivarinta noted
that council’s responsibility was
to ensure improvements were
completed within budget and
were of benefit to the community.
A draft licence to occupy and
liability issues would have to be
considered. Paivarinta said the
funds were budgeted for and could
be transferred in a couple of days
but for reasons of accountability it
would be advisable for the Village
and the WI to work on a preliminary
budget and baseline plan before
acting.
Taylor said the WI membership
had considered a number of options,
including working with the Legion

to raise funds to upgrade the Silvery
Slocan Community Hall. Mayor
Van Bynen supported this idea
as more feasible than the WI Hall
renovation project. He also felt that
three Village service clubs all in
one building would be more cost
effective. Councillor Mark Septav
said there was a commercial kitchen
with good facilities at the Valhalla
Work Crew Camp.
Pat Ashton, Legion President,
noted that joint use by three
organizations in a Village-owned
hall, all with different rules, would
require council input to deal with
issues such as liability. Councillor
Perriere was concerned about
making a decision that would bind
the incoming council.
At the end of the discussion,
council, with the support of the
WI delegation, agreed to CAO
Paivarinta’s proposal to work on
a financial plan and baseline study
before acting to transfer funds.
Council also agreed to table action
on the plan until the new council
takes office.
•CAO Paivarinta reported that
the phase one Community Tourism
grant of $11,768.31 for improved
signage, planting trees for the
industrial area and new lighting at
the boat dock had been received.
Council voted to apply for phase two
funding of $15,818.31; the project
has not yet been determined.
•Council approved the

appointment of Berg, Naqvi and
Lehmann from three tenders vying
to become financial auditors for the
Village of Slocan. The appointment
is for three years: 2008, 2009 and
2010.
•Council approved a new
Purchasing Policy No. 2008-004,
giving authority to the CAO for
purchasing within the approved
budget authorized by council.
The CAO may designate the
purchasing of items under $10,000
to staff. Purchasing decisions over
$10,000 must be approved by
council resolution. The policy
outlines the competitive process
and purchasing thresholds for
purchases between $10,000 and
$75,000, and over $75,000. The
purchasing policy conforms to the
requirements of the Community
Charter, the British ColumbiaAlberta Investment and Labour
Mobility Agreement (TILMA),
the Agreement on International
Trade, the Procurement Services
Act and the applicable provisions
of the Freedom of Information and
Protection of Privacy Act.
•Council adopted Financial
Budget and Accountability Policy
No. 2008-005, providing for
quarterly financial reporting. The
first report under the new policy
from July to September 2008 was
tabled, showing no major issues
and the budget falling within the
financial plan. The new policy

Summit Lake Ski and Snowboard Area
RioTinto Alcan Nancy Greene Ski League
Join the RioTinto Alcan Nancy Greene
Ski League and join beginner, intermediate
and expert skiers aged 6-12 in
a fun, team-oriented program.
Enjoy an introduction to skiing and
racing in a 10-12 week session
with certified coaches run by your local ski club.
For more information contact:
Brenda McQuair (265-4327) or Frances Swan (265-4818)
Registration at Ski Swap on November 29, 2008

Planned power
outage affects
New Denver/
Silverton area

by Jan McMurray
The power outage in the
Nakusp and New Denver/Silverton
areas on the evening of Friday,
November 14 was due to a broken
cross arm and downed power line
south of Nakusp, reports Amy
Jonsson from BC Hydro. The
outage was planned by BC Hydro
after they received the report of the
damage earlier that day.
Power was down in the New
Denver/Silverton area from about
7:30 pm to about 10 pm during the
repair. The crew replaced the cross
arm and re-positioned the line on
the new cross arm.
Jonsson reported that crews
from Vernon were dispatched and
had to isolate the line in order to
work safely on it, resulting in two
brief power outages in Nakusp.
At about 3:30 pm, BC Hydro
notified the New Denver Village
office of the outage, which
had been planned for 6-9 pm.
Councillor Bunka then notified
as many people as she could.
Some businesses reported that
they ended up losing business
that night, as they turned down
business in anticipation of the 6
pm power outage – and then the
power did not go out until about
7:30 pm.
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Donations to Valhalla Mile campaign encouraging

by Jan McMurray
The Valhalla Mile campaign is
going strong despite the weak financial
markets. Campaign co-ordinator Lorna
Visser reports that the public donations
component of the campaign has raised
$130,000 so far.
“People care about keeping the
west shore of Slocan Lake wild, and
they care about protecting the integrity
of Valhalla Park. These things motivate
donors to give generously, in spite of
some nervousness about stock markets,”
said Visser.
The Valhalla Mile is a parcel of
private land on the west shore of Slocan
Lake, directly across from Enterprise
Creek. It is an in-holding within the
boundaries of Valhalla Provincial Park,
featuring a mile of undeveloped shoreline
and 155 acres of forested wildlife

habitat. The Valhalla Foundation and
The Land Conservancy are raising the
funds to buy the land and make it part
of Valhalla Park.
“I think what’s ‘real’ for people
who are giving for the Valhalla Mile
is the land, its enduring nature. That
goes way beyond short-term market
fluctuations,” says Visser. “Giving
for the Valhalla Mile reassures people
that we are protecting something that
endures, a piece of land that will stay
wild forever, providing us with a clean
environment, habitat for wild animals,
and a quiet place where we can go to
renew our souls.”
There are three components to the
fundraising campaign. First, BC Parks
has committed more than half of the
acquisition cost of $1.5 million. The
second component involves institutional

funders such as the Columbia Basin Trust,
Habitat Conservation Trust Fund, Trust
for Public Lands, Mountain Equipment
Co-op, etc. Visser reports that these
organizations have been contacted and
the responses are encouraging. She says
they will have finalized commitments
by year-end. The third component of the
fundraising effort is the public campaign,
and thus far $130,000 of the $300,000
target has been raised.
Visser says that donations have been
coming in from not just the Slocan Valley,
but from all across the country – places
like Vancouver, Edmonton, Calgary, and
even from Germany. “We are finding that
people who have vacationed here, who
have experienced the special nature of
our valley, are happy to give in order to
preserve the wilderness experience that
they had here.”

Another motivation for some donors
is a personal connection to former
Valhalla Wilderness Society chair
Colleen McCrory, who passed away
in the summer of 2007. “Many donors
see this as a way to help complete one
of Colleen’s dreams, a dream that she
wasn’t able to bring to fruition, but we
can. In a way it’s a form of grief therapy
for Colleen’s colleagues, friends and
family – a way we can feel better about
carrying on after losing her,” says
Visser.
For more information on how to
support the Valhalla Mile campaign,
contact the Valhalla Foundation at 250358-2796 or download the campaign
information at www.vws.org. You
can also give online on The Land
Conservancy of BC website at www.
conservancy.bc.ca.

submitted
Save Our Rivers Society and official
spokesperson Rafe Mair will be in five
West Kootenay communities as part of
the Rivers at Risk tour, to raise awareness
about the provincial government’s push
to privatize hundreds of BC’s watersheds
for private river power projects. The tour
is hosted by Save Our Rivers Society and
West Kootenay EcoSociety.
Mair will share the stage with
Lee-Ann Unger, campaigner with the
West Kootenay EcoSociety. Unger will

speak to potential environmental impacts
of private river hydro projects from a
local perspective, including AXOR’s
proposed Glacier/Howser private hydro
project.
Another highlight of the event will
be the premiere public screening of
Save Our Rivers Society’s new short
documentary, Rivers at Risk: Glacier
& Howser Creeks. Filmmaker Damien
Gillis, who also produced the informative
POWERPLAY series, will be on hand to
talk about the films.

COPE 378’s Take Back the Power
campaign will join the tour for the later
dates.
The Rivers at Risk tour will bring
to light the economic, environmental
and social impacts of the Liberal
government’s private power agenda
including the implications for BC’s
long-term water and energy security
under NAFTA. Visit www.saveourrivers.
ca for more information and to see the
POWERPLAY film series.
The tour comes to Nelson United

Church on November 30; Nakusp’s
Bonnington Arts Centre on December 2;
Meadow Creek’s Lardeau Valley Hall on
December 3; Kaslo’s Langham Theatre
on Deember 4 and Rossland’s Miner’s
Hall on December 5. All sessions begin
at 7 pm.

submitted
Premier Gordon Campbell has
announced several new measures that
the Province will take to help BC
homeowners, seniors and rural residents
during these turbulent economic times.
“Our government will act to provide
new stability for homeowners who
are worried about fluctuating property
values, and give new options to property
taxpayers who are facing economic
hardship,” Premier Campbell said. “We
will also urge the federal government
to help seniors make the most of their
investments in RRSPs before being
forced to draw them down as Registered
Retirement Income Funds. We will move
to help rural residents and construction
workers with a 20-fold increase in funding
for improvements to rural resource roads
over the next 18 months.”
To help homeowners, the Province
will lock in the property assessment
roll for one year, and will also create a
temporary tax deferment program.
“We know that property values have
fluctuated widely since assessments
were conducted last July,” said Premier
Campbell. “To avoid confusion, anxiety
and unnecessary assessment appeals
prompted by higher-assessed property
values that do not reflect current
market conditions, we will lock in
BC’s assessment rolls at 2007 assessed
levels.”
Also to help homeowners, the
Province will create a new, temporary
property tax deferment program. The
program will allow people with at least
15% equity in their home, who attest that
they are experiencing serious financial
difficulties due to current economic
conditions, to defer their property tax
payment for each of the next two years.
Homeowners will not have to pay the
deferred taxes until they sell their home,
but can pay the Province back earlier if
they choose. The Province will charge
interest at the prime rate on the balance

outstanding on the tax deferment loan,
while ensuring local governments receive
property tax revenues. This will help
homeowners who would otherwise have
to try to qualify for a home equity loan
during the current credit crunch.
This new program is in addition
to the current program, which benefits
homeowners who are 55 years or
older. The program will not impact the
provincial budget because it is considered
a secured loan. It does affect taxpayersupported debt to the amount that it is
drawn down. Administrative costs to the
program will be minimal.
To help seniors, the Province will
act to protect from creditors RRSP
investments that are made with banks,
just as they are protected now with
insurance companies. The Province will
introduce legislation to exempt RRSPs
and similar prescribed plans from seizure
by creditors. Currently, investments
with insurance companies are protected
from seizure. This will provide the same
protection for RRSPs invested in banks.
The current law is unfair, as pension and
insurance products that are essentially
identical to RRSPs are exempt from
seizure. It will also end the inconsistent
treatment of RRSPs under provincial law
and federal law.
Also, at the upcoming First Ministers’
meeting Premier Campbell will ask that
a special national meeting on RRSPs
and Registered Retirement Income
Funds (RIFs) be convened to review
and amend federal law so people are
not forced to convert their RRSPs at age
71. That would mean people could save
beyond age 71 and continue to receive
tax benefits for purchasing RRSPs.
Currently, people who turn 71 are forced
to convert their RRSPs and are not able
to continue investing in RRSPs.
“These are unprecedented times for
people in or entering their retirement
years,” said Premier Campbell. “We
know people’s RRSPs have been hit by

the market downturn and those values
won’t recover until the market recovers.
We should act to give seniors the choices
they need to let their RRSPs grow back
to pre-September levels.”
To help rural residents, the Province
will increase funding previously
earmarked for resource road maintenance
and rehabilitation by more than 20 times
to $20 million. Work will be carried
out over the next 18 months. Premier
Campbell also announced work would
be accelerated on key transportation
corridors including the Cariboo
Connector, improvements to Highway
3, Highway 16, and the Trans-Canada
Highway, and decommissioning the toll
plaza on the Coquihalla Highway.
A number of these measures will be
subject to legislative approval.

Rafe Mair leads Rivers at Risk tour through West Kootenay

Province announces new steps to help homeowners, seniors and rural residents
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There are several upcoming special
events planned to help with the effort,
including a dinner and silent auction at
the Heart’s Rest retreat centre, planned
for December 11. Watch for more details
in the next issue of the Valley Voice.

14

NAKUSP & THE ARROW LAKES

			

The Valley Voice November 19, 2008

of the Legion members assisting. Ulf
Burmeister at Halcyon Hotsprings
loaned a truck and trailer to transport
our new tables and chairs from
Kelowna and Igloo Loma building
supplies loaned their scaffolding so
the job could be done safely with

a minimum of climbing up and
down.
The renovation of the hall for
Royal Canadian Legion #20 has been
a success, and the improvements help
the Legion to serve the community
in a better way.

Nakusp Legion gets interior makeover with help from CBT
submitted
The Nakusp Legion has had
its hall re-opened after a general
renovation that was completed
throughout summer and early fall.
The Legion hall’s familiar look over
many years was showing need of
work – lighting a little dim, walls
in need of paint and the woodwork
and doors a little worse for wear.
But not anymore. Thanks to the
community voting for the Legion
and the resulting donation of funds
from Columbia Basin Trust, the
Legion is back in business.
The ceiling tiles have been
changed, light fixtures upgraded,
walls repainted, woodwork sanded
and refinished in the main hall, and
the washrooms upgraded to improve
fixtures, basins and electrical. One
of the things that is very noticeable
in the hall now are the brand new
tables and the replacement of all
the old wooden chairs – no more
snagged clothing at the Legion
hall.
This was a very large undertaking
for the Nakusp Legion and could
never have happened without the

many hours put in by house and
building chairman, Ken Dickson,
resident painter Pat Harper, and the
following members who gave many
volunteer hours: Ken Williams, Dale
Weatherhead, Larry Mair, René
Bruneau and Colin Bruneau. The

Legion also acknowledges the help
received from Gord Graupe, Len
Snyder and Rodney Koeneman.
The Legion is also grateful for
the time non-Legion members spent
helping. Gilles Amyot graciously
did the carpet installation with some

HEAVY DUTY
EQUIPMENT RENTALS:
EXCAVATORS, ROCK
BREAKERS, SCREENING
PLANTS, ETC...
All kinds of site work,
clearing, boulder retaining
wall construction

Phone 250 265 2185,
or 604 882 9265
ask for Dale

These two grade 3 students, Sydney Bone and Tyson Hascarl, won the honour of being Fire Chief for a day. They received certificates, had tours of the fire hall,
fire trucks and equipment, drove around town in the #1 engine, and had lunch with Fire Chief Terry Warren, firefighters and their family members. Kindergarten
to grade 3 students entered the contest during Fire Prevention Week, when the Nakusp Fire Department made presentations at the school.

New appointment for MP Jim Abbott
by Jan McMurray
Kootenay-Columbia MP Jim
Abbott has been given a new
appointment as Parliamentary
Secretary to the Minister of
International Co-operation.

Abbott is very pleased with the
appointment and says it’s a good
fit for him because “it’s something
I’ve been doing voluntarily on my
own time and expense.” Abbott
has travelled to the Asia Pacific

Nakusp Music Fest 2009
Position Available - ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT
DUTIES/REQUIREMENTS: general office duties, strong word
processing ability, solid customer service skills, willingness to
work varying schedules, marketing
WAGE: $ 423 / week
Nakusp BC

Employer: Nakusp Music Festival,

TO APPLY: Provide resume to:
Attn: Colleen Matchett, Nakusp Music Fest Office
Box 559, Nakusp, B.C. V0G 1R0
Or By Fax: 265-2142
Or Drop off resume at the
Nakusp Music Fest Office (619 Broadway)
TERM OF POSITION:
• First position starts Jan 5/09 - Aug 7/09
• Additional 2 positions commence Feb 2/09 & finish Aug 7/09.
Qualifications
This is a JCP. Only candidates with EI attachment will be
considered. Please visit Outreach Employment Services for
more information.
Must have received regular EI benefits in the past 3 years
or parental/maternity benefits in the past 5 years).
Pending grant approval.
Closing date for applications: December 12, 2008

22nd Annual Community Carol Sing

Wednesday,
December 3,
7:00 pm
Nakusp Senior
Secondary Gym
Free Admission

sponsored by
the Nakusp
Rotary Club

and South America, and has made
many contacts – with ambassadors,
foreign affairs ministers, culture
ministers and some presidents. “It’s
an asset I’ve developed out of my
own interest but that I can now use
for the people of Canada as a result
of my appointment.”
Abbott says he looks forward
to developing trade with other
countries, particularly with respect
to softwood lumber. He will also
continue his efforts to gain ‘approved
destination status’ (ADS) from
China. This facilitates group tours
from China to come to Canada, and
Abbott says this would help our
tourism industry tremendously.
Abbott believes in raising
awareness in his constituency about
other cultures, and about Canadian
culture in other countries. He has
been involved in the Railway Days,
Taiwan Lantern Festival and Thai
Days events in his riding.

Support the Valley Voice with
a voluntary subscription
Only $10-$30

Honey Bear
Bakery
Winter Hours

Tues-Fri 9:00-4:00
Closed Sat, Sun & Mon
311 7th Ave NW • Nakusp • 265-4633
Rear Alley Entrance
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Fraser Institute includes Kaslo’s JV Humphries in top school rankings
by Art Joyce
The Fraser Institute has
announced that 47 schools from
across BC were recognized as being
among the best in the province at
Vancouver’s annual Garfield Weston
Awards for Excellence in Education.
Kaslo’s JV Humphries made the
list in the Schools of Distinction
category.

The awards are based on an
analysis of the Ministry of Education’s
student results data for each school and
the Fraser Institute’s school ranking
system, issued as annual ‘Report
Cards’ on elementary and secondary
schools in British Columbia and the
Yukon. Out of 298 secondary schools
and 981 elementary schools in BC,
only the top performers in each

category were invited to participate
in the awards.
“The teachers, support staff, and
administrators from these schools
are continually finding new ways to
help their students achieve more in
school,” said Peter Cowley, director
of school performance studies at the
Fraser Institute.
The awards come not only with

submitted
A Forest Practices Board
audit of the Kaslo and District
Community Forest and the HarropProcter Community Forest in the
Kootenay Lake Forest District has
determined that their operations are
compliant with the law. The audit
examined operational planning,
timber harvesting, road construction
and maintenance, silviculture and
fire-protection practices carried out
between June 1, 2007 and June 12,
2008.
The two community forests
were audited in June 2008. In the
KDCFS operating area, there are

six community watersheds and
14 domestic watersheds, so water
protection, along with protection of
visual resources, is of great concern.
In the Harrop-Procter Community
Forest, 800 residents take their water
from streams in the community forest,
so the primary concern is protecting
domestic water sources.
“These two community forests
face significant challenges, given
their proximity to communities and
the public’s reliance on water sources
within the community forests,” said
board chair Bruce Fraser. “Both
of these operations demonstrated
good practices, and are notable for

putting concerns of local residents
in the forefront when planning
operations.”
The Forest Practices Board is
BC’s independent watchdog for sound
forest and range practices, reporting its
findings and recommendations directly
to the public and government. The
board audits forest and range practices
on public lands and appropriateness of
government enforcement; investigates
public complaints; undertakes special
investigations of current forestry
issues; participates in administrative
appeals; and makes recommendations
for improvement to practices and
legislation.

Community forests found to be in compliance by Forest Practices Board

Pianist Winston Choi and violinist Minghuan Xu are Duo Diarama, performing at St. Andrew’s United Church in Kaslo.

Kaslo Concert Society presents
piano-violin virtuosos Duo Diorama
submitted
Kaslo Concert Society presents
Duo Diorama on Friday, December
5, at 7:30 pm at St. Andrew’s
United Church.
Duo Diorama comprises
Chinese violinist Minghuan Xu
and Canadian pianist Winston
Choi. They are compelling and
versatile artists who perform in
an eclectic mix of musical styles,
ranging from standard works to the
avant-garde. It is a partnership with
a startlingly fresh and powerful
approach to music for violin and
piano. Xu and Choi recently gave
their successful New York debut at
Weill Recital Hall at Carnegie Hall,
as winners of Artists International
Presentations’ Special Chamber
Music Award.

Tickets are available at
Figments in Kaslo and at the
door. Single ticket prices are $20,
seniors $18, students $5. School
age children admitted free when
accompanied by an adult patron.
For information call Karen
353-7539 or David 354-5368.

Christmas is around
the corner. Are
you dressed for the
holidays?

Paid advertisement by Jane Lynch
in support of the Valley Voice

“It’s worth keeping in mind the
Institute’s rating of a school is not the
same thing as what students know or
how competent teachers are or how
effective schools are. Focusing on
students, there’s more to what they
know than any one rating can reveal.”
SFU researchers offer some practical
reminders to parents: “Don’t rely on
a single indicator when judging a
school – a variety of factors contribute
to a successful learning experience.
And, bear in mind that every measure
has some drawbacks.”
To see the complete report,
Cautions About Rating BC’s
Schools, visit www.educ.sfu.ca/
news/fraser-institute.html or contact:
Ruby Ng, Associate Director
of Communications, Faculty of
Education, 604-268-7152 or email
rubyng@sfu.ca.
For more information from
the Fraser Institute regarding its
school ‘Report Cards,’ see www.
fraserinstitute.org.
Cozy sheepskin slippers, soft silk
scarves, and rustic wildlife metalwork...
Just some of the unique items we have
in stock for Christmas. Come early for
best selection!

Thank you Kaslo for your strong
support in the recent municipal election.
I truly appreciate your friendship and
vote of confidence. Although I was not
successful -- your 218 votes very much
mattered to me. Good luck to our new

Thank you
Valley Voice

The only newspaper that
tells us what is going on in
the Kaslo area. The only
newspaper that gives us a
chance to say what we think
about it, free of charge, in
Voices from the Valleys.

recognition but cash. For example,
Britannia Elementary Community
School of Vancouver won the award
for Improvement in Academics
(Elementary) and a $3,000 prize.
Two other Lower Mainland schools,
Saint James Elementary School of
Abbotsford and West Point Grey
Academy of Vancouver, were named
runners-up. Both schools received a
$1,000 prize.
But not everyone is convinced
the motives behind these Fraser
Institute sponsored awards are
entirely altruistic. According to a
Faculty of Education study done
by Simon Fraser University (SFU),
“Although it doesn’t happen in
BC, in the US, some jurisdictions
use ratings like these, along with
other information, to decide how
much funding schools receive.”
The study points out that scholastic
rankings based on standardized
testing are often as much an indicator
of socio-economic status as they are
of actual academic performance.
Some analysts thus see it as a means
of supporting a society-wide move
toward greater educational disparity
between the rich and poor. And there
are no guarantees the yardstick used
to measure academic standards is
even accurate.
According to the Fraser
Institute, “What gets measured can
be improved. With our ratings of
Canadian schools and hospitals, you
can find out how your local school
or hospital is performing.” This is
done to help parents “make more
informed choices” on schools for
their children and is said to contribute
to improvements in schools.
But as the SFU report explains,

Mayor Greg Lay, and his council team.
Find something
unique at the
clothes hanger
441 Front Street • Kaslo, BC
(250) 353-9688

Sincerely,
Jill Braley
Kaslo
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Get Outta Town
with
Peter
Roulston

Getting the data
on Slocan Lake

For more than a year, the Slocan
Lake Stewardship Society has been
active promoting the values of Slocan
Lake and researching the concerns
people have in regards to changes
the lake may experience as the valley
around it grows and impacts take place. I
became a member of this group because
of my fondness for this lake and also as
the representative for the Slocan Lake
Boating Association, which operates the
marina in New Denver.
As time passes and meetings take
place, one of the clear purposes of the
SLSS is to conduct a ‘baseline study’
of the lake in its current state in regards
to shoreline features and conditions
which may play a role in fish habitat.
Along with this are an ongoing series
of samplings of water to determine
turbidity, temperatures, presence of
coliforms and possible sources of
pollution. By establishing a baseline
or reference point now, there will be a
gauge to work with for future purposes
of comparison.
Pretty well all large lakes in BC have
studies completed and data on hand to
refer to historically as new influences
may affect habitats and water quality.
Slocan Lake is the biggest lake in this
region not affected by dam control and

with little development to this point in
time there just never was much serious
attention paid to it…
Anyhow, the SLSS got some firm
funding this fall and the push was on
to start this study business. Having a
suitable powerboat and the free time, I
became involved as the means to conduct
sampling at four sites on the lake with
several other volunteers and a local
biologist for five consecutive Sundays,
concluding just this past November 9.
The four sites are located over the length
of the lake, generally in the centre, at
specific locations.
It was really pretty interesting
stuff and luckily the weather was
okay with some rainy days, some very
cold mornings, but happily no serious
windstorms. We’d meet at the marina and
then zoom down to near the Slocan bluffs
with a load of gauges, instruments and
related gear. Stopping at lake centre, we
would lower a sensor down at five-metre
intervals to measure several properties of
the water, including temperatures. Also
we lowered a collection cylinder, which
could be triggered to gather water at
different levels. Each site took about an
hour or so, then we’d haul up the gear,
take notes and head north.
The second site near Enterprise
Creek allows a good look at both the
Kokanee Falls property high up the
cliffside with the five prominent chalets
on the east shore, and on the west side
one can view the entire Valhalla Mile area
with its beaches and rock bluffs. After the
second sampling, we would take the
liberty of docking at the Kokanee Falls
floating dock for a rest, snack break and
pee stop. The dock measures 60 by 60

JUST FIVE WEEKS TO CHRISTMAS!

Although my BICYCLE HOSPITAL is closed for
the season, you can always phone ahead to arrange an
appointment. Choose a great gift idea from the wide range
of bike parts and accessories I keep on hand all year to
make your bicycle more functional, fashionable and fun!

NEW DENVER
250-358-2133

OFF-SEASON
PHONE AHEAD, EH?

Our food editor is
back!
Want your restaurant
reviewed?
Want to see a review
of your favourite
eatery?
CONTACT US!

Valley Voice
250-358-7218 (phone)
250-358-7793 (fax)
valleyvoice@netidea.com
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feet with large slips for eight boats and
a catwalk to a staircase climbing the cliff
to the access trail. I’m sure this dock is
worth more than an average village home
and can likely be expanded.
After a long, cold cruise north past
Silverton and New Denver, we’d stop
at the third site between Wee Sandy
and Rosebery. Same routine each time,
not rocket science but still the only way
to collect meaningful and useful data
to begin compiling this baseline study.
Slocan Lake is 40 km in length, roughly
100 km in circumference and ranges
in depth to 920 feet deep, with most of
the centre being over 600 feet. There

with Jamie Barber

Chevy Volt holds
promise

I suppose it is hard to ignore the
meltdown in the financial sector, even
though it seems more interesting to
simply watch the snow crawl down
the mountains and get your skis out
for another season. The news story that
caught my ear recently is the impending
troubles of the American automotive
industry and the merits of bailing it out
with our own tax dollars. Five years
ago, General Motor’s stock was selling
for $42/share. Today, it is below $10
and rapidly approaching junk status.
To my mind, this industry is very much
behind the times in terms of technical
development and innovation and the
troubles it is experiencing is due to its
own self-created myopia. That being
said, not all is doom and gloom and
in this column, I would like to discuss
one of the bright spots that glimmers
on the horizon.
Some of you may have seen the
movie about General Motor’s EV-1
– the electric car they developed and
sold in the 1980s. It was an innovative
product, but poorly thought out and
ahead of the battery technology of the
time. Today, we are being introduced
to the progeny of the EV-1 – the Chevy
Volt. This idea has promise, and if
properly executed, could radically
affect automotive trends in the future.
GM describes the Volt as a hybrid

with
Andrew
Rhodes

WHAT A
CROCK!!

Hey food fanatics. Time to get out
that slow cooker.

Advertise in the

Valley Voice

Your locally owned, independent
community newspaper

Call 250-358-7218 for
details
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valleyvoice@netidea.com
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are lakeside communities at Slocan,
Silverton, New Denver, Rosebery and
Hills as well as the cottage colonies at
Enterprise, Pebble Beach and Memphis
Creek Bay towards the south end.
The fourth and final site is near
Hills, between Shale Beach and First
Beach where that trailer sits on some
type of mine claim. This area, which
includes Shannon and Wragge Creeks,
is north of the Valhalla Park boundary
and gets fairly steady use through the
summer. Valhalla Park itself is not part
of this study because as a park it will see
no development in the future that could
impact the lake like other places might.

So this phase of the baseline study
went well. We enjoyed a few picnics
and poked around a few favourite
stops along the lake and still got done
and back in by early afternoon. There
are also other shoreside samples being
taken by more volunteers and all this
info collection can only help in giving
us a clear picture of what’s on and in the
lake. With attention to the health and
condition of the lake now, we can enjoy
and share this wonderful resource for
future generations.
Peter Roulston owns the Bicycle
Hospital in New Denver and is glad that
Slocan Lake never freezes. 358-2133

vehicle, but it in fact is quite different
from the hybrid vehicles that are on the
road today. The hybrids we are familiar
with, such as Toyota’s Prius, are
electric vehicles that have a gasoline
motor to power the car when the charge
diminishes. The Volt on the other hand
is a true plug-in electric vehicle. It also
has a gasoline engine, but this engine
is not attached to the running gear of
the car – it is there as a charging unit
for the battery pack when it gets to the
point that it needs a boost. It should
more properly be referred to as a serial
hybrid vehicle, while the Prius would
be a parallel hybrid.
The Volt is prompted into running
mode by plugging it into an ordinary
household plug. This plug can be 120
or 230 volts. If you are using the 120volt plug, it takes about eight hours to
charge up the batteries to full capacity.
If you use a 230-volt plug, the same
procedure is reduced to about three
hours. This charge will take you about
70 km depending on factors such as
weather, road conditions and speed.
If you need to go further, the 1.4-litre
petrol engine kicks in to recharge the
battery pack and your efficiency goes
down. In total, the vehicle has a range
of around 400 km, but it is only the
initial 70 km that would fall into the
full plug-in efficiency mode.
For most people, 70 km at a stretch
covers the daily commute and still
keeps you within the plug-in efficiency
of the vehicle. If you can keep within
this range, you are rewarded with
incredible transportation savings. It has
been estimated that a full charge, (70
km trip) should cost the driver about
$0.80. This turns out to be less than

one cent per kilometre compared to a
small conventional car that costs about
six cents per kilometre. Of course there
are also the important environmental
savings of electric vehicles that must be
accounted for in these times of global
warming.
However, not all is as rosy as I have
delineated thus far. While the world
eagerly awaits viable electric technology,
automotive companies such as GM
have just been too slow to realize the
importance they hold to the viability
of the company as a whole – hence the
recent meltdown of GM’s shares as it
tries to change at this late date from
gas-guzzling SUVs to practical electric
vehicles. The biggest stumbling block is
again the battery technology. GM claims
it will be using a lithium ion battery pack
rather than the nickel-cadmium system
now in use by Toyota and others. This
system offers much more efficiency, but
has a glitch to it.
Lithium ion batteries tend to overheat
under certain conditions, which is the
reason other manufacturers haven’t
adopted them. GM claims they have
solved this problem through innovative
engineering, but we will just have to
wait and see.
Originally the car was slated for
production in the 2010 model year,
but the recent financial problems the
company is going through has pushed
this back to 2011. They won’t be cheap
and prices are predicted to be in the
$30K to $40K range, but if you factor
in the gas savings and the savings to the
environment, you can only wonder why
GM has left this idea for so long. It now
seems a desperation move to save them
from their own follies.

Slow cooker, crock-pot, whatever
you call them, they’re great!
About a quarter of a century ago I
bought a four-and-a-half quart “crockpot” (slow cooker) at a yard sale. The
guy charged me a buck, because the
crock-pot had no lid. I took it home,
found a handy lid that fit, and made
my first batch of split pea soup. It was
fantastic. Soon after, I graduated to pot
roasts and eventually to cabbage rolls.
That’s right. You can cook just about
anything in these things. The crock-pot
is as close as I’ve gotten to a “fail safe”
method of cooking.
In more recent years my friend
Dick Callison found a beautiful
PYREX domed lid for my cooker,
and my friend Joyce at the Silverton
Grocery lent me a little crock-pot
cookbook with recipes for stews,
casseroles, pot-roasts, beef stroganoff,
chicken a la king, roast venison and
many others. Even lasagna!!
More recently I picked up an even
larger oval crock-pot at a Value Village
for ten bucks. This honkin’ crock-pot is
big enough to fit a whole chicken, set

in just like in a roasting pan.
The most fantastically delicious
dish I’ve prepared in a crock-pot is
leg of lamb. Ohhhh my! First I implant
many slivers (or even whole cloves)
of garlic in the meat. Then I sear the
lamb, pour plum sauce over it and add
a quantity of oregano and rosemary.
Throw in a few spuds, and add some
red vino. Cook on low for eight or
ten hours, and yes, the meat will just
fall apart and you’ll close your eyes
as it melts in your mouth. (You can
make gravy right in the cooker.) It’s
all true.
Aside from making cooking easy,
these devices are also very energy
efficient. When set on low they burn
as much electricity as a 50 or 60 watt
light bulb. That’s a tiny fraction of the
electricity it takes to roast something
in an electric oven.
Even brand new, slow cookers
can be had for twenty bucks, and the
good old internet has thousands of
slow cooker recipes waiting for you to
try. Do the leg of lamb. It’s succulent!
Baaah. What a crock!!!
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Announcement

SLK TRUFFLE CHOCOLATES are
now available at Sappho’s Bakery in the
Orchard, New Denver.

Business Opportunities

WANT TO START YOUR OWN
BUSINESS? Community Futures
offers business counselling and start-up
information. Appointments available in
Nakusp and New Denver. Contact Farhana
Dumont at 265-3674, ext. 201 or email
nakusp@futures.bc.ca.

Call for proposals

FRIENDS OFSILVERTON MEMORIAL
HALL invites submissions for a proposal to
develop a business plan for the Memorial
Hall by November 28/08. Please contact
Kathy at 358-2852 or rkprovan@redmtn.
ca for more information.

Card of thanks

I WOULD LIKE TO THANK all my
dearest family and friends for your love and
support, the cards, flowers, food, donations
and phone calls during my difficult time of
Gerry’s passing.
I would also like to thank the first
responders, the ambulance attendants and
Pearl.
From the bottom of my heart, thank
you everyone.
Love all whom you hold dear
Precious is the time you share
Do not wait for tomorrow
For tomorrow may not be.
-Debbie Guerin, Slocan
OUR THANKS Are Beyond Any Words
That We Can Express…
Dean and I are most overwhelmed
with the love and support that our family
and friends have shown us. Words cannot
describe our heartfelt love and thanks to
you all. New Denver is truly the best place
on earth to live. Your thoughts and prayers
really have brought me around and I am
on the mend.
With much love and health,
Candice and Dean Mikkelsen

Personal Classified Ads
start at $8.00
Call 358-7218 for details

Coming Events

NEW DENVER NURSERY SCHOOL
(SLOCAN LAKE EARLY LEARNING
SOCIETY) AGM November 20, Lucerne
Library, 7 pm.
35th ANNUAL ST. ANTHONY’S
Christmas Fleamarket – Saturday November,
29 - Bosun Hall, 10am - 2pm. To book table
call Gail Hiebert @ 250.358.2397 or Bev
Casley @ 250.358.7771. Tables available
@ $20.
CRAFT FAIRE “CHRISTMAS IN THE
VALLEY,” Sunday, November 23, 2008,
10 am - 3 pm at the Slocan Legion Hall in
Slocan City. Everyone welcome!
DROP-IN CLAY CLASSES started up
again at Artel Studios in New Denver.
Every Monday 1:30-4:30 pm. Informal and
fun. No experience necessary. Everyone
welcome! Ph: 250-358-2689.
WEST AFRICAN DRUM AND DANCE
workshop hosted by the Silverton Gallery
on November 22. Come out and participate
in one or both! Drumming is at 2 pm and
dancing is at 3:30 pm - each workshop is 1½
hours. The cost is $15 for one or $25 for both
and some drums will be provided, so if you
don’t have one, don’t worry. The instructors
are Derrick Adams and Beth Campbell who
have over 18 years experience between
them. For more information about the
workshop or to register call Katharine at
358-2427. For more information about
Derrick and Beth or West African drum
and dancing go to www.malicoundadance.
com. There will also be an impromptu
performance including students if they
wish the same evening at our November 22
coffeehouse from 7 – 9 pm.
PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH SERVICES
at Passmore Hall will be changing the time
of services to 11:00 am Sundays beginning
November 30, 2008.
PAY IT FORWARD market, music, cake,
soup and AGM! Habondia celebrates ten
years of micro-credit. Saturday, December
6 at the Legion, Victoria St, Nelson. 11am
to 6 pm, info 352-7902.

Business Classified Ads
start at $10.00
Call 358-7218 for details

CLASSIFIED ADS

THE SILVERTON GALLERY is hosting
the first of our monthly coffeehouses on
November 22 from 7-9 pm. A troupe of
West African drummers and dancers will be
performing a drum and dance jam and the
floor will be open to community performers
after that.
HOLIDAY MARKET SHOWS continue
for the month of November at the Hidden
Garden Gallery. November 19 to 21 will
be a mélange of weaving by Diane Carter,
jewelry by Lorna Obermayr, Persian
crafts by Indi and fly-tying benches by
SpanglerWorks. The final market show
on November 26 to 28 will feature works
by Boukje Elzinga and Tsuneko Kokubo,
Koko. The Gallery will be open from 10
– 4 Wed and Thurs, later on Friday. Don’t
miss this opportunity to shop downtown in
New Denver and give a gift of local art to
yourself or your loved ones.
WILD, WILD EAST Fine Art show,
Dec. 12 and 13. Nelson, Hume Hotel.
Presented by Tradewinds Art Project of
New Denver. Artwork direct from artists
or small dealers from around the world,
including Kootenays. Artwork on display:
http://tradewindsartproject.googlepages.
com/home.

For rent

LARGE 3 BEDROOM apartment in
Silverton above Grocery Store. $525.00/
month plus utilities. References. Available
November 1st. Call 250-358-2293.
AVAILABLE DEC 1 2008 - main floor of
house for rent: three rooms fridge, stove,
washer & dryer, 1 car garage, private wraparound patio, 700.00 plus utilities. Contact
Shelly @ 250 542-4107 or ahoepner@
shaw.ca.

For sale

MOUNTAIN CORAL PRODUCTS are
available again in New Denver. Selling skin
care bars and powdered Mountain Coral.
Call 250-358-7171.
THOMPSON PIANO for sale. Good
condition. $500 OBO. 358-7269.
18’ BOAT Cedar strip, Honduras mahogany
and oak, ns special, 40 hp Honda, midcockpit controls. Boat, motor and trailer
$13,500. As well, a 1-ton dump truck, flat

decks with Myers fully articulating snow
plow. Truck – ’73 boat is four years old (as
new). 250-265-4207 after 6 pm.
BOARDROOM TABLES FOR SALE
– For information, contact Art, 250-2651075.

Found

RING FOUND at the Halloween Dance
at the Nakusp Legion Hall. Call 250-2653033 to claim.
BIKE FOUND near the Domes mid
October. It is a male, child size mountain
bike, blue and black with red marking
spelling “Next,” index shifter, bike stand,
black seat.

Health

YOGA AT THE DOMES - Monday and
Saturday mornings 9-10:30, Thursday
Afternoons 4-5:30. Drop in $10 or $50
package the 6th session is free. Find balance
and relaxation through movement. Call
Madeleine for any questions 358-2475.
FULL SPECTRUM BODY WORK
offers deep tissue and stress reduction
treatments in the privacy of your own
home. For additional info and to book
appointments please call 358-6808.
YOGA, FELDENKRAIS and THAI
MASSAGE in Nakusp. Available for
workshops in the West Kootenay. First
Thai Massage half price! Tyson Bartel
265-3827.
PILATES WITH SUSAN in Nakusp
– Discover this powerful, head to toe,
workout for all levels. Register for beginner
or intermediate classes. Call 265-4952.

Help Wanted

HOME SUPPORT WORKER wanted
4 hours/day weekends for disabled
independent male. Need Care-Aide course
or equivalent. Reply to Box 433, New
Denver, V0G 1S0.

Legal notice

THE LEGAL COUNSEL of Mr. M.
Andrews, or Mr. M. Andrews, is soliciting
information on File X071378. Please submit
supportive information to the Braidwood
Inquiry directly to the legal counsel of Mr.
Andrews, c/o Mr. M. Andrews, c/o Valley
Voice, Box 70, New Denver, BC V0G 1S0
CONFIDENTIAL to Mr. Andrews.

Notices
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F O R I N F O R M AT I O N O N A A
MEETINGS contact Therese 358-7904;
John 265-4924; Tonio 358-7158; Dave
353-2658; Joan 355-2805; Dan 359-7817;
Bill 226-7705.
It’s that time of year again for
OPERATION CHRISTMAS CHILD.
If you are interested in filling a shoe box
for a boy or girl ages 2-4, 5-9, or 10-14,
you can pick up your age tags and brochure
now. These boxes are to go to hurting and
needy families around the world and your
gift will bring smiles and warmth to a
child’s life. If you need more information,
phone Carol Pengelly 358-2717 or Joan
Law 358-2374. The filled boxes are to be
dropped off by November 20th at Danny
Law’s home 614 Union Street. Thank you
to all who donated boxes last year. There
was a good response.

Services

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL
SEPTIC TANK CLEANING: “Serving
the Valley” 7 days/wk, 24-hr. All-Around
Septic Services, Don Brown (250) 3543644, emergency 352-5676.
ROGAN ELECTRIC Residential,
commercial, industrial wiring. Local
references available. All work guaranteed.
“We get the job done.” 353-9638.
ADOPT A HORSE – If you’ve always
yearned to horse around without owning
a horse 24/7, you can adopt one of ours.
We have been breeding our unique herd of
mountain mustangs for 11 years and they
are exceptionally sociable once you get to
know them. I have nearly 50 years in the
saddle and would love to share my love of
horses with others. I have tack and instructor
certification. Help pay for the spring hay
by horsing around! Equine Immersion
Therapy! Bring a friend. Snail mail is our
best connection – Rainbow’s End Ranch,
RR#1, Site 5, Comp 8, Kaslo, BC V0G
1M0. Message phone: 366-4374.

Classifieds
continue on
page 18

BUSINESS DIRECTORY

AUTOMOTIVE • SMALL MOTORS • MACHINE SHOP
WEST KOOTENAY
MACHINE SHOP
SALES & SERVICE
98 - 1st Street, Nakusp • 265-4911
OPEN 6 DAYS A WEEK
CHAINSAWS
TRIMMERS
• Stihl
• Homelite
• Husqvarna
• Stihl • Toro
MOWERS
• Husqvarna
• Snapper
SMALL ENGINES
• Toro
• Tecumseh
• Lawnboy
• Briggs & Stratton

915 Front Street
Nelson, BC V1L 4C1
(Railway Side Access)

General Machining
Parts Repaired or
Remanufactured

• welding repairs • full service
& repair • licenced technician •
radiator repairs & service • mobile
service available • fast, friendly

The clear choice for
all your glass needs!

Nakusp 265-4406

FLORIST
Fern’s

Now delivering to New Denver
& Silverton on Saturdays!
Call me and we can arrange anything!
KASLO: Phone/Fax: 1-250-353-7474

JEWELRY
Jo’s Jewelry

Custom Work and Repair in
Silver and Gold, by Appointment

358-2134

New Denver, Goldsmith Jo-Anne Barclay

5549 Frontage Road
Burton, BC

and

250-352-2123

Dave Smith

201 Broadway
265-3252

111 Mcdonald Drive, Nelson, BC
ph 250-352-3191
sales@mainjet.ca • www.mainjet.ca

24 Hr Towing and Recovery
Auto Repairs & Tires
Auto Parts

Shop Phone/Fax

24 hour towing
1007 hwy 23, nakusp
ph: 265-4577

NAKUSP GLASS

BCAA Towing

Caribou Service
(250) 265-3191

Slocan Auto &
Truck Repairs

24 hour towing
BCAA, Slocan, BC
355-2632

RECYCLING

Owner/Machinist

INDUSTRIES
Your Friendly neighbourhood Mechanic

•Automotive Electrical Specialist •BC Certified Mechanic
• Certified Vehicle Inspector •Small Engine Certified

(250) 353-2800 • 8845 Hwy 31 • Kaslo

CLEANING
NAKUSP CLEANING SERVICE
RESIDENTIAL

Quality home cleaning, when you don’t have the time

COMMERCIAL

Business and Office

CONSTRUCTION

Drywall clean-up, paint and other

CALL KIM FOR MORE DETAILS • 250-265-3850

MOUNTAIN VALLEY STATION
BOTTLE DEPOT
Slocan City • 355-2245
Open MON - SAT 9-5
Your “Bottle Drive” Specialists

Beside Slocan Park Service
2976 Highway 6, Slocan Park

COMPUTER

- Repairs
Palmer
- Upgrades
Computer - Consulting
Microsoft Certified
Services
Systems Engineer
Phone: 355-2235
ken@palmercomputerservices.com

ACCOUNTANT
Mark Adams

Certified General Accountant
P.O. Box 279
New Denver, BC
V0G 1S0

BUS. 250-358-2411

Advertise in the Valley Voice
Your locally owned, independent
community newspaper
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Wanted

CLEAR TITLE RUSTIC ACREAGE
on river seeking independent souls for offgrid community. (Fixer upper cabin). Msg:
250-366-4286.
SIX STRING GUITAR. Smooth low
action acoustic or electric. $200 tops. John
358-2760.
LANDOWNERS! Do you have farm land
you would like to see bursting with yummy
food but are unable to farm yourselves?
North Kootenay Lake Community Services
Food Security Program is creating a farm
land bank to assist landless farmers locate
land they can lease. We would like to hear
from you if you are interested in seeing your
farmland cultivated. To explore all legal
and beneficial options we will be holding
an information meeting early in the New
Year as well. For now, we begin with an
inventory of the regions possible farmland.
Please contact us if you would like to be on
this list and contacted regarding the variety
of options for seeing your land thrive with
the bounty of good local food. Contact:
Aimee Watson 250-353-7691 ext 207 or
email aimeewatson@nklcss.org
FARMERS! Are you seeking land to
dig your roots into and grow good local
food? The Kaslo Food Security Project
is creating a farm land bank as well as a
landless farmer’s inventory to hopefully
match farmers with land that will enable
our regions to thrive with a strong local
food system. Please contact us if you are
a serious farmer looking to secure your
next crops in good soil. Contact: Aimee
Watson 250-353-7691 ext 207 or email
aimeewatson@nklcss.org.

Next Valley Voice
Deadline:
November 28, 2008
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previously-unknown owl habitat in
the Salmo area. The juvenile western
skink has a bright blue tail that aids
easy identification of the lizard.
“Although we did not get skink
sightings outside of the known
distribution range, we received
many useful reports that will help
us in the long-run,” said biologist
Jakob Dulisse. “One point to note is
that several sightings were reported
after the household cat had caught
the skink. It serves as a reminder
as to how many small animals and
birds are taken by domestic cats
each year.”
Common nighthawks generated
the most sightings, ranging from
individual birds, often sitting on the
ground or a fence, to seeing scores of
them wheeling in the sky at dusk as
they feed on insects.
The FWCP plans to continue

encouraging public completion of the
on-line forms in 2009. All of the data
collected will support the mapping
out of distribution ranges and the
planning of stewardship activities in

the future. Typically, about one-third
of the FWCP’s fish and wildlife work
is focused on species-at-risk.
For more information visit www.
fwcp.ca.

submitted
Changes to the BC Building
Code on residential woodframe
construction are now available
online for public input. The
Province is increasing the limit on
woodframe residential construction
from four to six storeys, effective
January 2009.
Raising the roof on woodframe
construction will open opportunities
for construction of mid-rise,
medium-density housing. This

type of building provides an
option for communities that
want to take advantage of the
environmental benefits of density
while preserving the character of
their communities.
Local governments, builders,
designers, and others involved in
the construction process helped
guide development of the changes
to the Building Code through
a series of advisory groups and
consultation sessions. The online

Sightings of species at risk helps Fish and Wildlife Compensation Program
submitted
This year, for the first time, the
Fish and Wildlife Compensation
Program (FWCP) posted a number
of easy-to-complete, online forms
for the public to use to report species
at risk sightings in the Columbia
Basin. The response from West
Kootenay residents was extremely
positive and the data gathered will
help biologists in their efforts to
conserve and enhance wildlife in
the region. Reports were requested
on a number of species-at-risk,
including common nighthawks, great
blue herons, western screech owls,
western skinks and badgers.
“All of the conservation
and enhancement projects we
implement need to be based on
a solid understanding of how the
wildlife is doing,” explains FWCP
Steering Committee co-chair, Kevin
Conlin. “Using the eyes and the
ears of the public to help provide
that information is not only very
effective and cost efficient but also
involves interested citizens in active
conservation efforts.”
The FWCP received reports on
all the species covered by the online
forms with the fewest for the western
screech-owl. This was perhaps not
surprising given their extremely low
numbers in the Columbia Basin. One
western screech-owl sighting still
provided valuable information as it
led FWCP biologists to explore some

This nighthawk is one of several species at risk the Fish and Wildlife Compensation
Program has been asking for public help in reporting sightings, including great blue
herons, western screech owls, western skinks and badgers.

BC Building Code seeking input on changes to woodframe construction

public consultation is being
launched today to gain feedback
on the specific technical changes
to the Building Code and provide
the general public a chance to
comment.
The proposed changes are
available online for review and
comment at www.housing.gov.
bc.ca by clicking on the Mid-Rise
Wood Frame Construction button.
The deadline for comments on the
proposed changes is December 15.

BUSINESS DIRECTORY

EQUIPMENT RENTAL

CONSTRUCTION • HOME • GARDEN

HALL LUMBER
& BUILDING SUPPLIES

Lower Arrow Contracting

• Residential & Commercial
Construction
Property development, subdivision & services
For estimates or consultation call
Bob or Kevin (250) 269-7497

COMPLETE SALES
SERVICE AND
INSTALLATION
YOUR VALLEY COMFORT AND BLAZE KING DEALER
SPECIALIZING IN WOOD/ELECTRIC, WOOD/OIL AND
WOOD/GAS COMBINATION FURNACES
Certified • Insured

Slocan City, BC • (250) 355-0088
website: www.kootenayfurnace.com
email: kfurnace@netidea.com

JEMS Propane Ltd.
Installation and maintenance

ICF Building Products
“We provide Star Service”
1-888-289-4731

For all your painting needs
Call
NAKUSP
MAINTENANCE
Free Written Quotations
265-3082 • cell: 265-1574
Email: sapietis@telus.net

• Ready Mix Concrete •
• Lock Blocks • Septic Tanks •
• Drain Rock •
• Road Crush • Sand & Gravel •
• Dump Trucks • Excavator •
• Crusher •
• Coloured Concrete •
• Site Preparation •
Box 1001, Nakusp, BC, V0G 1R0
Ph. 265-4615 • 265-4328 (eves)

P&L Flooring Sales
265-9955
Locally owned & operated in Burton
Serving the Arrow & Slocan Lakes areas

Hundreds of styles to
choose from!!

Your local bulk dealer & service centre

265-0241

Randy’s welding
& Fabricating
46 years of experience
ALL METALS • MIG, TIG
10 km South of Kaslo

250-353-2687

Nakusp, BC • Ph. 250 265-3747 • Fx. 250 265-3431
• Email cresbay@telus.net

This space could be yours for
$10.00 + GST per issue.
Call 358-7218 or email:
valleyvoice@netidea.com
for details

Read the Valley Voice online: www.valleyvoice.ca

COLES
RENTALS
HEATERS (PROPANE & ELECTRIC)

PLATE TAMPERS, JUMPING JACKS, REBAR
BENDER JACKHAMMERS, HAMMER DRILLS,
CONCRETE MIXERS, CONCRETE SAWS,
TILECUTTERS, BLOCKCUTTERS, SCAFFOLDING,
FLOOR SANDERS, NAILERS - ALL TYPES,
LM ROTARY LAZER TRANSIT, GENERATORS,
WATER PUMPS, COMPRESSORS, INSULATED
TARPS, PRESSURE WASHERS, ROTO TILLER,
PROPERTY PIN LOCATOR, CHIPPER/SHREDDER,
GAS POST HOLE DIGGER, WOODSPLITTER
...AND MUCH MORE!
PHONE 358-2632
1-888-358-2632

T-SHIRTS

commercial • residential
new construction • renovations
Reliable friendly service
Free Estimates Call Steve 226-7163

Eric Waterfield — Construction

FOR ALL YOUR
PROPANE NEEDS
359-7373
1-800-471-5630

Window
Washing
Gutter
Cleaning
• Spring Cleaning • Home Detailing
• House Prepping • Painting
Call now for your free consultation!

Tradesman Electric

Crescent Bay
Construction Ltd.
call Jim Berrill
(250) 359-5922

Open Mon, Tues, Wed, Fri & Sat
10 am to 5 pm
PHONE 250-269-0043
Find us at 280 Lower Inonoaklin Rd.
Edgewood, BC

Meat Cutting

Legendary Meats

Bulk - Beef, Pork, Buffalo
and Sausage Sales
Custom Cutting & Sausage
Making, Curing & Smoking
of Bacons & Hams
Open 7 days a week
9 am till 6 pm
Phone: 226-7803
2826 Hwy 6 • Slocan Park

sales@kootenaykrittertshirts.com • www.kootenaykrittertshirts.com
We can design shirts for other small businesses!!!

HEALTH
Hand & Soul Healing Centre

Chiropractor, Larry Zaleski, D.C.
Mondays & Fridays - Silverton
Every other Wednesday in Winlaw or Nakusp
Counsellor/Healing Facilitator
Sue Mistretta, M.A., CCC.

358-2177

Silverton & Winlaw

MASSAGE
myofascial release • deep tissue massage • relaxation massage

Susan L. Yurychuk • 250-358-6804
By Appointment Only • New Denver
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Slocan Community Health Centre has new goal for Light Up campaign
submitted
This year’s Light Up the Hospital
campaign in the New Denver area
is raising funds for an iStat blood
analyzer for the Slocan Community

Health Centre, and Interior Health
has committed to helping with the
purchase.
“We’re excited that this critical
piece of equipment will be the focus

of the 2008 Light Up the Hospital
campaign,” said Diane Andrews,
president of the Slocan Community
Health Centre Auxiliary Society. “Over
the last two years with the tremendous

submitted
FLIKS will be screening Tuya’s
Marriage, winner of the top prize at the
prestigious Berlin Festival, in Nelson,
Nakusp and Vallican. This small, sweet
drama from Chinese director Wang
Quang An is picturesque, romantic tale

of life in one the world’s most remote
regions.
Tuya is the persevering wife of
Baeter, a herdsman who lost his legs
exploring water in the Neimenggu (Inner
Mongolia) grassland that is vanishing
from desertification. She takes up the

sole responsibility to make a living for
the family, but develops a bad back.
Faced with harsh reality, the couple
decides to divorce so that Tuya can seek
a better life.
Imposing her own conditions of a
remarriage, her new husband must take
care of Baeter, their children and their
poor herding land. The strong-minded,
stubborn, but also gentle and susceptible
Tuya embarks on an arduous search for
a new husband, and meets suitors who
are rich but disingenuous, likable but
shy, and saves a suicidal Baeter who still
longs for Tuya and their children along
the way. 92 mins. Rated PG.
Tuya’s Marriage screens at Nelson’s
Capitol Theatre on Wednesday,
November 19, 7:30 pm, at Nakusp’s
Bonnington Arts Centre on Monday,
December 1 at 7 pm and in the New Year
in Vallican and Rossland.
For more information go to www.
FLIKS.ca or call 1-866-FLIKSca.

FLIKS brings award-winning film Tuya’s Marriage to West Kootenay

Survival in the harsh Mongolian steppe drives Tuya to seek an unusual marriage
arrangement in the award-winning Tuya’s Marriage being screened by FLIKS this season.

support of Slocan Valley residents, we
have raised $7,556.89.”
Andrews reports that the society was
unable to purchase the urine chemistry
analyzer, which was the original goal of
the fundraising. However, she recently
had the opportunity to meet with
representatives of the Interior Health
Authority, the Regional Hospital
Board, and Gary Wright, New Denver
mayor and Regional District chair. “I
am happy to say that collectively we
found a new piece of equipment that
is a top priority for our health centre,”
she said. “The iStat blood analyzer will
make a huge difference for patients at
our health centre.”
The cost of the iStat is $15,000.
The $7,556.89 already raised, along
with the money raised during this
year’s campaign, will go towards the
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purchase. “We are thrilled that Interior
Health has committed to topping up the
money we raise this year to the $15,000
total, so we can purchase the iStat as
soon as possible,” she said.
Andrews said the auxiliary
sincerely thanks everyone in the
community for their contributions and
apologizes for any confusion caused
by the delay in putting it towards
equipment for the health centre. “Now
that we have an important new goal,
I hope we can count on your support
this year.”

Next Valley Voice
Deadline:

November 28,
2008

MASSAGE THERAPIES

Myofascial, Swedish, Lymphatic,
Joint Play, Craniosacral, Visceral,
Somatoemotion, Chakras, Nutrition etc.
MTA rates (Low income consideration)
also MSP, WCB, ICBC & care plans
Garth R. Hunter, R.M.T.

250-358-2364 • Mobile & Office

BUSINESS DIRECTORY

RESTAURANT/WINE & BEER

Winlaw Brew-Op

Open Tuesday - Sunday
9 am - 4 pm

Main St. New Denver 358-2381

Specialty Coffees, Teas,
U-Brews and Kits for Home
• Open Every Day

Nakusp

265-4701

Lemon Creek
Lodge & Campground

Pub

Opens Every Day at 12 noon
• Offsales •
2 Lakeview Patios
Lakefront Rooms, Starting at $89.00

358-7929

12 Lake Ave • Silverton, BC

Beside Slocan Park Service
2976 Highway 6, Slocan Park

Tammy Peitzsche

“Your Valley Realtor”
- Competence
- Integrity
- Results
Free Market Evaluation
isoldit@shaw.ca
250 365-9640

265-3635
E-mail: paulaconrad@royallepage.ca
Website: www.royallepage.ca/selkirkrealty

Free Consultation

GROCERY • HEALTH FOOD

Slocan, BC • ph:355-2211 • fax: 355-2216

Ann’s Natural Foods
Ann Bunka

- 358-2552 805 Kildare St., New Denver

WINTER HOURS
8 am - 9 PM

Buy the tools for a secure energy future

Colour/B&W Laser Printing/Copying • Digital Photography
Word processing • Scanning • Faxing • Binding • Laminating
CUSTOM CARDS • BROCHURES • CALENDARS • NEWSLETTERS

The best selection of photo cards of local views anywhere
1007 Josephine St. (Box 298), New Denver
Ph. 358-2435 essay@direct.ca Fax 358-2607

• Zack Graphics & Inks •
Printer Sales ~ Discount Inkjet Cartridges
Photo Papers ~ Guaranteed Inkjet refills
eBay Marketing ~ Digitial Design

250-358-2111 • izack@telus.net

612 Josephine St. • Box 292 • New Denver, BC V0G 1S0

Passmore
Laboratory Ltd.

Water Testing • Flow Measurements
CAEAL certified to test drinking water
We’re in the Valley at: 1-250-226-7339
Jennifer & Tony Yeow passlab4@netidea.com

Solar, Microhydro, products and installation
Competitive prices on all your independent
Home and Business energy products

www.OsoSolar.com - Kip

250-358-2660 or 406-752-6837

For all your
insurance
needs
HUB INTERNATIONAL
Barton
265-3631
INSURANCE
1-800-665-6010
BROKERS

RECREATION

Seven Days a Week!

Selkirk Realty

Open 7 days/week, 9 am - 8 pm

N
P

Oso Renewable Energy

QUALITY PIZZA anytime!

PAULA CONRAD
HOME: (250) 358-2707

Groceries, fresh produce, fresh meat,
Agency Liquor, organic foods,
in-store deli, in-store bakery.

Mon. - Fri. 7 A.M. - 4 P.M.
Sat. 11 A.M. - 4 P.M.

ick’s
lace

REAL ESTATE

Slocan Village Market

Apple Tree
Sandwich Shop
The

Soup, Sandwiches & Desserts
358-2691
tfn

Year-round facility
Licensed Restaurant
Open Thurs - Sun
5 PM - 8 PM
1-877-970-8090

Wine & Beer Making Kits
to satisfy all budgets!
Take-Home Kits, or Brew it with Us!
Open 11:00 to 6:00 Tues. to Sat.
5972 Cedar Creek Road, Winlaw • 226-7328

PROFESSIONAL SERVICES

Re-Awakening
Health Centre
• Health Products, healing sessions
• New Age cards & books
• Sensual products¶ ¶

¶

¶

¶

¶

320 Broadway St. Nakusp		 265-3188

Your Local Grocer

New Denver
358-2443

Silverton
358-7292

Advertise in the Valley Voice. It pays!!!
Call 358-7218 for details or email: valleyvoice@netidea.com

265-4880

ENGINEERED WITH YOU IN MIND

Ph: 359-7111 Fax: 359-7587
www.playmorpower.com

Air Conditioned
Non-Smoking

93-5th Ave.	Nakusp

Your ad
could be
here for only
$18.50 + GST
per edition
WRITER/EDITOR

Playmor Junction Hwy 6 & 3A
• Photo Corrections • Photo Enlargements
• Photo Restoration • Photo Printing
• Poster Printing • Large format Printing
Jo Brown, Winlaw, BC • 250-226-7792
jbrown@wallshots.ca

Bosun Hall

For all occasions with
rates to suit your needs.
Rentals of tables, chairs,
dishes. Bev 358-7771 or
carolbellbc@yahoo.ca

Kootenay Restorative
Justice
working toward
restoring balance
and healthy communication in
our communities

krjustice@wegcss.org

1043 Playmor

www.jonesboysboats.com
Ainsworth, British Columbia
4080 Hwy 31 N
Call: 1-877-552-6287

(250) 353-2550 Fax (250) 353-2911

HARBERCRAFT

Lester Koeneman
Phone 265-3128 or
24-hour Fax 265-4808
Broadway St. Nakusp
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chooses, and there are other options for
buyers to add their personal touch.
The two outside units of each
triplex will each be 1,500 square feet
with a two-car garage, while the middle
unit will be 1,400 square feet with a
one-car garage.
Penner plans to install hardwood
floors, and ceramic tile flooring in
the bathrooms and entranceways.
In the kitchen, he plans to install
granite countertops and stainless steel
appliances.
Features to maximize energy
efficiency include very well insulated
walls, low emissivity windows, an
air-to-air heat pump for heating and air
conditioning, and a hydronic in-floor
heating system in the basement slab.
The common walls between the three
units of each triplex will be concrete, so
sound transmission will be negligible.
In Phase I, Penner plans to build
seven buildings in the middle section

of the property. Phase II will see seven
more go in around the bay towards
downtown Kaslo. In Phase III, seven
units towards the point will go in.
These will be fully engineered. Penner
explained that foundations would be
secured into the rock and the front of
the buildings would be elevated.
To market the units, Penner went to
trade shows in Edmonton and Calgary
this fall, and plans to attend more in
the spring. He is now concentrating on
getting the first triplex up as his show
homes. He is opening an information
and sales office in November at Suite
108, 312 - 4th Avenue, in the provincial
building in Kaslo, and is building a
sales office on site as well so he can “hit
the ground running this spring.”
Penner says he sees his target market
as predominately empty-nester types of
individuals seeking a relaxed lifestyle
from the West Kootenay, Okanagan,
East Kootenay, Lower Mainland and
Alberta. Although he thinks most of his
buyers will be people who are already
financially self sufficient but who want
a slower lifestyle, he said families
would certainly be welcome.
“We’re not just selling the units –
we’re selling Kaslo and the lifestyle.”
The development will be a building
strata. This means that the buyers will
collectively own the common areas
of the property. Penner plans to build
a community hall with commercial
kitchen, fitness centre and meeting/
party room up behind the show
home. There will be solar-powered
streetlights, rainwater collection for
use in a water feature, and he says he
will use indigenous trees and plants as
much as possible in the landscaping. He
will create an overall Victorian heritage
feel with benches, bollards and perhaps
cobblestones.
Penner is working with the Kaslo
Trailblazers to put in a walking trail
along the edge of the property on the
lakeside and around the point. He will
do the engineering so that a walkway
can be built around the point. Penner
did the engineering for the Trailblazers’
bridge over the Kaslo River, and is
now working with them on their next
project, possibly a suspension bridge.
Penner says he wants to reinvest
in the community every time he sells
a unit. “I want to do my part as a good
corporate citizen,” he said. “In the past,
developers have been viewed as only
interested in promoting their property
without regard for the area, however I
am more interested in ensuring Kaslo
Bay Estates works for all parties.”
Penner is pleased that all services –
water, sewer and power – are close by
and easy to bring in to the property. At
first, Penner was going to purchase only
7.5 acres from Vern, and this required
an application for a subdivision from
the Village. The Village approved the
subdivision, but then Penner and Vern
agreed that Penner should purchase the
whole 12-acre piece, so the subdivision
approval was no longer needed.
At the All Candidates meeting
in Kaslo on October 30, candidates
were asked to comment on the
project. Council had just met with
the developers, and reported that the
company was purchasing building
materials locally and hiring locally.
Several council members described
the developers as “good corporate
citizens.” It was also pointed out that
OCP and zoning bylaws would give the
Village more say in such matters.

Developer wants Kaslo Bay Estates to work for the entire community
by Jan McMurray
You can’t find a much sweeter spot
than Kaslo Bay, and Bernie Penner of
Kaslo Bay Developments could not
agree more. He is very excited about
the housing development he is creating
on his 12-acre property above Kaslo
Bay Park.
“I have done a lot of engineering
and construction projects for others,
but I have never done one for myself.
It’s very challenging and very exciting
– for me, this is kind of like a legacy
project,” he said.

The project, Kaslo Bay Estates,
will consist of 20 triplex buildings,
for a total of 60 housing units, which
will ring the bay above the park.
The buildings have been designed in
Victorian heritage style, but with the
highest of modern standards in energy
efficiency.
Penner acquired the property
through his engineering and
construction businesses, Pennco
Engineering and Pennco Homes, both
out of Nelson. He was doing some
work for Vern Klapper of the Kaslo

Bay Resort. When Klapper offered
to sell Penner some land on the bay,
the idea for Kaslo Bay Estates began
to form.
Penner says he’s very optimistic
about the project being successful “in
spite of the challenges of the current
market” because his project is unique.
“There are a few condos, but no
townhouse developments that I know
of in the area. And none are as green
as this – the units will be very energy
efficient. And with this view!” he said,
gesturing over the bay.
Each unit will have three floors,
with two covered patios on the lakeside
– one off the walk-out basement and
one off the main floor. The master
bedroom and bath, living room and
kitchen are all on the main floor. The
upper floor has a bedroom, den and
bathroom, and the basement will be
unfinished. However, Penner will
finish the basement if the buyer so

