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by Jan McMurray
Have we had enough snow yet?
It was late coming this winter, 

but it has certainly made up for lost 
time.

“The amount of snow we’ve 
seen and this avalanche activity is a 
one in 25 or 30 year event – we don’t 
see conditions like this very often,” 
commented Ministry of Transportation 
spokesperson Jeff Knight.

As for road closures, Ministry of 
Transportation avalanche technician 
Dave Smith reported that we have 
broken the record for the Kootenays. 
There was a total of ten Kootenay 
roads closed at various times during 
this recent episode, topping the 
previous record of eight roads closed 
during an event in the ’90s.

Heavy, wet snowfall on Tuesday, 
January 6 and Wednesday, January 7 
caused many avalanches in the area, 
resulting in road closures and power 
and phone outages. Supply trucks and 
mail trucks could not reach Kaslo, 
Lardeau Valley communities, New 
Denver/Silverton and Nakusp for 
two days.  

Poor visibility on Wednesday 
prevented the ministry from flying 
in to do avalanche control, which is 
necessary before sending crews in to 
clear the roads.

With clearer skies on Thursday, 
January  8 ,  the  Min is t ry  o f 
Transportation was able to re-open all 
highways except Hwy 31A between 
Kaslo and New Denver, and Hwy 3 
(Salmo-Creston) at Kootenay Pass. 

“The volume of snow that has 
come down on Hwy 31A and at the 
Kootenay Pass is unbelievable,” said 
Knight. “They have to move 100,000 
cubic metres of snow at Kootenay 
Pass.” 

Kootenay Pass was re-opened 
Saturday morning, but Hwy 31A was 
not expected to re-open until Tuesday, 
January 13 at 4 pm.

Smith reported that there were 33 
slides along Hwy 31A between New 
Denver and Kaslo, with 24 of them 
reaching the road. Most of them were 
between New Denver and Fish Lake. 

The biggest one came down at an 
old mine site that local people refer 
to as ‘Nature Boy.’ Smith said the 
Nature Boy avalanche brought down a 
huge number of trees with it, covering 
the highway with a pile of snow and 
debris 12-13 metres high and 150-180 
metres long. 

“From the air, the CAT on top of 
that huge pile of snow looked pretty 
tiny,” commented Terry Warren, 
regional emergency co-ordinator, who 
flew in to Sandon on Friday. 

Two YRB workers discovered 
the Nature Boy avalanche at about 
3:45 am on Wednesday while heading 
back to New Denver at the end of their 
shift. With slides also down on the road 

New year brings avalanches and road closures throughout the West Kootenays 
farther along towards Kaslo, they were 
caught in the middle and had to wait 
till daylight for a helicopter to come 
and get them out. 

Warren said there was also an 
avalanche at Bear Lake – the lake 
closest to New Denver on Hwy 31A. 
“This chute runs every year, but this 
year, the snow came right down into 
the lake, breaking the ice, and spilling 
out onto the highway,” he said. 

Power and phones were out in 
Sandon, Three Forks and Retallack, 
but Warren said that the few people 
living in these communities were well 
prepared with generators, satellite 
internet and lots of food and water. 
Warren flew in on Friday to check 
on the five people in Sandon and 
two people in Three Forks. He gave 
them the opportunity to fly out and 
stay in New Denver until the road re-
opened, but all chose to stay at home. 
An emergency lane was cut out from 
the Kaslo side, reaching Retallack on 
Friday and Sandon by late Saturday.

An avalanche at Coffee Creek on 
Hwy 31 between Nelson and Kaslo 
closed the road from about 9 pm 
Tuesday evening to Thursday at about 
1 pm. Power was out in Kaslo and the 
Ainsworth area for around 18 hours on 
Wednesday, from about 1 am-7 pm. 

The approximately 500 people 
living in the Lardeau Valley were 
isolated not only by road closures but 
also by power and phone outages. 
Hwy 31 north of Kaslo was closed for 
about 45 hours, from around 10 pm on 
Tuesday until 7 pm on Thursday. It 
was closed as a preventative measure 
on Tuesday night. Smith said that 

several avalanches came down onto 
the road that night, and more while 
the avalanche control work was being 
done on Thursday. 

The power went out throughout 
the Lardeau Valley on Wednesday, 
January 7 at about 1 am and the phones 
went down about eight hours later. 
Power and phones did not come back 
until about 9 pm Friday. 

Noreen Clayton, emergency co-
ordinator for the Kootenay Lake area, 
said that the lack of communication 

when the phones went down was the 
most disconcerting thing for Lardeau 
Valley residents. Otherwise, she said 
most people were well prepared with 
generators and food and water. “It’s 
a pretty amazing community. There 
is lots of heavy equipment there, so 
people were out clearing roads and 
looking after their neighbours,” she 
said.

Hwy 31 to Trout Lake from 
the Nakusp side was also closed 
from midnight Tuesday to 4 pm 

Wednesday while crews cleaned up 
seven avalanches along that stretch 
of the road. 

In the Slocan Valley, Hwy 6 was 
closed from about 9 am on Wednesday 
until about 4 pm on Thursday at the 
Cape Horn bluffs north of Slocan 
because of avalanche activity. Smith 
said there were 15 slides recorded in 
this area. Power was out in Slocan and 
some other parts of the Slocan Valley 
from about midnight Tuesday to about 
noon on Wednesday. 
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Of the 33 avalanches that came down last week between New Denver and Kaslo, the one referred to as ‘Nature Boy’ 
near Three Forks was the largest.
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Silverton’s New Year’s Day ritual, the Polar Bear Swim, was at the Day Park this year.
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Look familiar? As New Denver citizens were shovelling, so were citizens from the 
Arrow Lakes, North Kootenay Lake and Slocan Valley communities and beyond. 
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submitted
Assessment notices were sent 

out in early January, and about 94 
per cent of property owners in BC 
will have seen identical or lower 
assessed values on their 2009 property 
assessment notices compared to last 
year.

 “This year, property owners 
will see some changes in the way 
BC Assessment has prepared their 
property assessment notices,” said 
Connie Fair, president and CEO of 
BC Assessment. “Notices will show 
the market value of their property as 
of both July 1, 2007 and July 1, 2008. 
The lower of these two values is the 
official 2009 property assessment. For 
most properties, this means there will 
be no change between the 2008 and 
2009 assessment. The lower value is 
the basis upon which 2009 property 
taxes will be calculated.” 

For the 2009 assessment roll, 
BC Assessment will continue to 
reflect physical and legal changes 
which occurred in 2008, including 
new construction and development, 
a change in property classification 
or use, tax exemption status, and 
additions or demolitions. Assessments 
for properties with regulated values 
(such as railways, telephone lines, 
utilities and farm land) will continue 
to be based on regulated rates set for 
the 2008 assessment roll.

“Property owners who feel that 
their assessment does not reflect 
the lower market value as of July 1, 

2007 or July 1, 2008, or see incorrect 
information on their notice, should 
contact the BC Assessment office 
indicated on their notice as soon as 
possible,” said Nelson/Trail Area 
deputy assessor, Dennis Hickson. “If 
a property owner is still concerned 
about the assessment after speaking 
to one of our appraisal staff, they may 
submit a written request by February 
2 for an independent review by a 
property assessment review panel.” 
Panels are appointed annually by 
the Ministry of Small Business and 
Revenue and meet between February 
3 and March 16 to hear formal 
complaints.

Property owners can also compare 
their assessed value to similar 
properties in their neighbourhood 
with the online ‘e-valueBC’ service 
at www.bcassessment.ca. Paper 
copies of e-valueBC are available 
at BC Assessment offices and 
most municipal halls, libraries and 
government agent’s offices.

BC Assessment does not have a 
direct role in setting property taxes. 
Taxing authorities (municipalities 
and regional districts) set their tax 
rates based on their 2009 budget 
requirements. Contact your local 
taxing authority if you have questions 
about your property tax.

For more information about 
province-wide real estate trends, or the 
assessment process, please visit www.
bcassessment.ca and click on ‘2009 
Assessment Roll Information’.

Most property assessments 
unchanged from last year

submitted
The two groups that will receive 

government funding to represent 
each side of the debate on the 
single transferable vote (STV) were 
confirmed on January 12 by BC’s 
deputy attorney general.

The successful proponent group 
is Fair Voting BC, which will use 
the name ‘British Columbians for 
STV.’ The successful opponent 
group is the No STV Campaign 
Society, which will campaign under 
the name ‘No STV.’ In accordance 
with regulations, each group was 

STV groups chosen for May referendum
chosen from applications received 
by the ministry, after an independent 
review by deputy attorney general 
Allan Seckel.  

The groups will each receive 
$500,000 from the Province to 
provide public information and 
educational material about their 
positions for the May 12 referendum 
on electoral reform. BC’s chief 
electoral officer will distribute the 
funds to the successful groups on or 
shortly after February 1, when the 
referendum campaign begins. 

The referendum is being held 
in conjunction with BC’s general 

election. The question British 
Columbians will be on voting on is:

Which electoral system should 
British Columbia use to elect 
members to the provincial legislative 
assembly?

* The existing electoral system 
(first-past-the-post).

* The single transferable vote 
electoral system (STV) proposed by 
the Citizens’ Assembly on Electoral 
Reform.

Government will also establish 
a neutral referendum information 
office, as it did in 2005, with funding 
of $500,000.

submitted
Nelson-Creston New Democrats 

are getting close to selecting their 
candidate to represent them in the May 
provincial election.

“Many people have been feeling 
election fatigue,” says local party 
president Donna Macdonald, “but not 
New Democrats! We’re excited about 
the four women running to be our 
candidate, and we’re looking forward 
to our nominating convention.”

The candidates are Rhonda Barter 

Nelson-Creston NDP nomination race in the final weeks
from Creston, and Kim Adamson, 
Bev LaPointe and Michelle Mungall 
from Nelson. All four women have 
been working for months getting their 
messages out and signing up more than 
800 new members.

The nominating convention takes 
place in Creston on February 7. To 
allow members and the public to meet 
the candidates, four all-candidates 
forums have been organized. The first 
is in Nelson on Thursday, January 15, 
at the Best Western Baker St. Inn. 

The action moves to Kaslo on 
January 21, at the Langham Cultural 
Centre, and then to Creston on January 
22 and Salmo January 28, at the Salmo 
Community & Youth Centre. All 
forums are from 7 to 9 pm, and the 
public is welcome to attend.

“The four women bring diverse 
talents and experience, so it’s not going 
to be an easy choice for our members to 
make,” says Macdonald. “We hope the 
forums will help them get to know the 
candidates and what they stand for.”

submitted
In May, British Columbians are 

heading to the polls for a provincial 
election and a referendum asking citizens 
if they want to change the electoral system 
to the BC-STV model as recommended 
by the Citizens’ Assembly on Electoral 
Reform.

Fair Voting BC - Kootenay region 
is planning a regional tour for Citizens’ 
Assembly member Gladys Brown, 
who is from Midway. She will speak 

FairVote Kootenays organizes Single Transferable Vote tour 
in Meadow Creek February 1,  Nelson 
February 2, Castlegar February 3 and 
Rossland February 4.

The Citizens’ Assembly on Electoral 
Reform was a groundbreaking, nationally 
and internationally applauded process 
which required a year of facilitated study 
and deliberation by ordinary citizens 
chosen at random. In the referendum 
on BC-STV during the 2005 provincial 
election, 58% of British Columbians 
endorsed the new electoral system. 

However, it needed 60% to be adopted.  
For more information, contact Lisa 

Bramson at 250-825-9282, or email 
info@kootenaystv.com.

 - In related news, the Canada 
West Foundation is sponsoring a 
student essay contest on the question, 
“Should Canadians switch to a system 
of proportional representation?” Two 
$5,000 cash prizes will be awarded, 
one to a graduate student and one to 

an undergraduate. The contest is open 
to students attending a post-secondary 
institution in BC, Alberta, Saskatchewan, 
or Manitoba during the fall or winter 
semester. The essay submission deadline 
is January 31. Complete contest rules are 
available online at fairvote.ca.

 - Fair Vote Canada has called all 
the parliamentary parties to authorize a 
referendum to allow Canadian citizens to 
give clear direction on the reform of both 

chambers. Fair Vote Canada proposes 
a referendum with two questions. One 
would let voters direct the government on 
the future of the Senate, indicating their 
preference for either an elected Senate 
or Senate abolition. The other would let 
voters direct the government to establish 
an independent Citizens’ Assembly to 
design a fair and equitable made-in-
Canada voting system for use in future 
elections of the House of Commons.
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by Jan McMurray
With only about $55,000 left to 

raise for the purchase of the Valhalla 
Mile property, the fundraising 
deadline has been extended to the 
end of February.

“Seeing the Valhalla Mile 
protected will be one of the most 
rewarding accomplishments we can 
collectively achieve in our lifetimes,” 
says campaign co-ordinator Lorna 
Visser. “We still need that last bit, so if 
you are planning to give, please do so 
now, and if you have made a pledge, 
it would be greatly appreciated if you 
would send in your gift at your earliest 
convenience.”

The total amount needed to 
purchase the property in order to 
add it to Valhalla Provincial Park 
is $1.5 million. Visser reports that 
the provincial government has 
confirmed support of $700,000 from 
the BC Parks land acquisition budget. 
About $550,000 is expected from 
organizations such as the Columbia 
Basin Trust, BC Hydro Fish & 
Wildlife Compensation Program 
and Mountain Equipment Co-op, 
although the total amount from these 
and other institutional funders will not 
be confirmed until late January. 

So far, a whopping $195,000 
has been raised from individual 
donations and community fundraising 
events. “This is an unprecedented 
accomplishment in just five months’ 
time and shows the depth of support 
people have for land conservation,” 

Valhalla Mile fundraising effort continues to meet with success
says Visser. “When we started 
planning this campaign in the 
spring of 2008, our estimate for the 
individual donor component of the 
fundraising campaign was $300,000.  
Now, however, we feel we can revise 
this target downward to somewhere 
around $250,000, as it looks like the 
difference will be made up by grants 
from institutional sources and the 
Province.”

She says individual donations 
have been received from people from 
Slocan Valley communities, from all 
over the province, and from farther 
afield, including Europe and the 
United States. “We are finding that 
people who have vacationed here 
and experienced the special nature of 
our Slocan Valley and Slocan Lake 
are happy to give in order to preserve 
the wilderness experience they had 
here,” she said.

Visser added that the campaign 
had received generous donations in 
memory of Colleen McCrory from 
people who knew her and shared her 
vision for the completion of Valhalla 
Park and a wild shoreline for the west 
side of the lake.

“As well, volunteers have 
organized dances, dinners, auctions, 
house parties, music events, fairs 
and festivals to raise funds,” she 
says. “It is so rewarding to see 
community champions come forward 
to help with awareness-building and 
fundraising.”

On December 11, $11,500 was 

raised at a fundraising dinner and 
silent auction at the Heart’s Rest 
Retreat Centre in New Denver, hosted 
by Therese DesCamp and George 
Meier. Valerie Piercey organized the 
silent auction.

In the Winlaw area, Phil Larstone 
and his partner, Suzanne, canvassed 
local businesses and citizens and in 
just two weeks they sold 22 ‘Give 
Us An Inch And We’ll Take a Mile... 
The Valhalla Mile’ gift certificates. 
It was Phil who came up with that 
catchy slogan.  

In Slocan, local musician and 
artist Felicity Gerwing organized two 
lively fundraising music events at the 
White Pines Dojo, featuring harp and 
flute music, contra dancing to a band 
from Nelson, and delicious food and 
refreshments provided by generous 
hosts Marcia and Roland Werner.   

In the Okanagan, avid kayaker 
and Slocan Lake fan Pippa Dean-
Veerman has taken on representing 
the Valhalla Mile, and will be making 
a presentation to a Kelowna kayakers 
club in order to raise awareness and 
funds.  

Caitlin Perry, who grew up on 
the shore of Slocan Lake right across 
from the Valhalla Mile, organized 
fundraising events at the University 
of Victoria, where she now attends 
as an environmental science student. 
She put on a bake sale and a dance on 
December 5, raising $1,200 in total. 
Caitlin convinced four bands to donate 
their musical talents to the cause, and 

also convinced the university to 
donate the venue so all proceeds could 
go to the Valhalla Mile.  “It was really 
fun, and I contacted valley folks who 
are now living in the Victoria and 
Lower Mainland area. They came to 
support the cause, so we had a bit of 
a Slocan Valley reunion at the same 
time,” Caitlin said.

With shows of support like these, 
Visser says campaign organizers are 
confident that the fundraising goal 
will be met and the property transfer 
will be finalized by the deadline 
of March 30. Several fundraising 
events are scheduled in January and 
February, and ‘Give Us An Inch’ gift 

certificates are still available – you 
can ‘adopt’ an inch of the Valhalla 
Mile for $100 and get a full-colour 
gift certificate. Donations can be made 
payable to the Valhalla Foundation 
and mailed to: Box 63, Silverton, BC 
V0G 2B0, or you can donate online 
by going to The Land Conservancy 
(TLC) website: www.conservancy.
bc.ca/donatetovalhallamile.

For more information, contact 
Lorna Visser at 250-358-2722; the 
Valhalla Foundation office at 250-
358-2796; the Valhalla Foundation 
website (www.vws.org) or The Land 
Conservancy of BC website (www.
conservancy.bc.ca).

The Valhalla Mile is a 155-acre Slocan Lake waterfront property and is the largest 
private inholding within the boundaries of Valhalla Provincial Park. A fundraising 
campaign to purchase the property so it can be added to the park is in full swing.
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YRB is tops
We at Whitewater (Retallack) 

would like to thank you, YRB staff 
and management, for your excellent 
maintenance of the New Denver/Kaslo 
highway.

I have lived and had businesses in 
many parts of British Columbia over 
several years and I must say I have 
not ever seen the maintenance as well 
done.

Your winter snow removal and 
sanding are tops. Since we live here 
as remote as we do, it’s very much 
appreciated, and I think I speak for all 
of us at Whitewater.

Kenneth Smith
Whitewater Village

Violence in Gaza
A little-discussed facet of the 

current violence in and around Gaza 
is the fact that the Palestinian rocket 
attacks are clearly meant to provoke 
precisely the reaction that the Israelis 
are engaged in.  

It is entirely in the best interests of 
Hamas (and, more generally, Islamic 
extremists around the world) to have 
an enraged Israeli bull rampaging 
through the china shop of the Gaza 
Strip. 

Having said that, the Israelis 
are in a tough spot; they have to do 
something. They can’t just sit there and 
take it. I’m not sure that what they are 
doing, however, is the wisest choice of 
action. It certainly isn’t going to solve 
their problem in the long term.

John Banta
Fauquier

Christmas by 
the Lake

What a wonderful community 
event! All the organizers and 
participants should be very proud of 
themselves. 

I would like to particularly give 
kudos to the ‘Gingerbread Man.’ 
As ‘The Man’s’ official dresser I’d 
like everyone to know that turning 
a six foot, sylph-like, pillar of the 
community into an edible and 
personable treat is not as easy as it 
sounds. 

Much work had to be done both 
on the dressing and the personality 
enhancement. But it worked! As a 
lifelong Domestic Diva I can assure 
one and all that gingerbread is not as 
easy to work with as those of you who 
watch Food Network would think. 

Congratulations to all for this 
wonderful community event.

Sincerely, Bett E. Crocker
Maggie Maloney

New Denver

Getting it 
straight

We would like the chance to get 
some facts straightened out. We have 
said this before and we will say it 
again – New Denver is a beautiful 
town.

However, we have been branded 
drug addicts, thieves, etc. We know 
people like to talk, but when it starts 
affecting our personal lives to the 
point that it has, we want to set the 
record straight. Not that it is anybody’s 
business, but no we have never stolen 
anything from this town nor have we 
committed any crimes in this town, 
and we have been clean from drugs for 
a year now and we have changed.

Everybody makes mistakes and 
everybody has skeletons in their 
closets. Nobody is perfect and people 
need to realize that. Who does anyone 
think they are that they have a right 
to spread such malicious stuff about 
people that they don’t even know? 
Half of what we have heard is coming 
from people who have never given us 
the time of day in this town. 

We would not be so upset if what 
was being said was even remotely 
close to the truth.

But thank you very much to 
the people who have made us the 
centre of your universe. At least if 
you’re talking about us you’re leaving 
somebody else alone. But get your 
facts straight and honestly if you want 
to know something instead of just 
assuming something, why don’t you 
come and ask us? At least from us you 
would get the truth. 

Chamus and Tanya O’Neill 
New Denver

Thanks for the 
kindness

Ruth and I have lived in this great 
and beautiful valley called the Arrow 
Lakes for more than 40 years. We want 
to thank everyone in the community for 
the kindness they have shown us over 
the years, especially since our home 
burned down. Many have donated time, 
money and essentials. 

We want to thank the Nakusp 
Fire Department, who so generously 
volunteer their time to our community 
and those in need. We also want to thank 
the Royal Canadian Legion for their 
generous donation and Nakusp Quilters 
for the beautiful handmade quilt. 

Since, the fire people have asked 
how they can help us with the loss of 
our home. Our house and contents 
were insured; if you wish to make a 
donation to us, please make it payable 
to the Arrow Lakes Alliance Church 
(referencing Ocam Ocam), RR #1, Site 
5, Comp. 30, Nakusp, BC V0G 1R0. 
All donations will be used to build a 
much needed medical/dental building 
in Ocam Ocam. Currently they do not 
have a medical facility and people have 
to travel at least three hours to the nearest 
hospital.

At this time we are spending much 
time in this small community in the 
Philippines. We built a three-room 
school for the children of Ocam Ocam, 
Busuanga. There are about 80 students, 
most sponsored by the generous people 
of the Arrow Lakes. They are now 
receiving an education which would 
have been impossible for many before 
this. If you are interested in sponsoring 
a child, please contact Stuart & Ellen 
Jones (250-265-0170) or Ed & Ruth 
Wiebe (250-265-1704).

Ed and Ruth Wiebe
Box Lake

Wolf traps
I have taken horses and cows and 

dogs up the Duncan Reservoir for 
years. We explore old logging roads 
and cutblocks. This year I had to get a 
grazing permit, yet I was not notified 
about the wolf traps being placed in 
this area.

This is the first year a pregnant 
brood mare has disappeared. Her foal 
was with the herd; she was not. The 
few wolves we have seen come to our 
valley via snowmobile trails in winter 
from the Invermere side. They have 
never bothered my stock but I believe 
they have been hard on deer around 
here. Snowmobiles make a hard trail that 
wolves can walk on when the snow is 
too deep for them. The machines upset 
nature’s balance.

I have made inquiries via voice mail 

to the Ministry of Environment about 
their traps and have had no answers 
to date. 

How do I know my 8-year-old mare, 
born to life on the Duncan, did not step 
in a trap? Why was I not notified of such 
dangerous traps? I spoke with a trapper 
from Revelstoke who told me many of 
these wolf traps take two grown men to 
set. They are placed under camouflage. 
If I step on one that’s it—I won’t be able 
to undo it. I hear two dogs near Creston 
have been trapped so far. 

The caribou are endangered due to 
loss of habitat up the Westfall. Trapping 
at random is not the answer to saving 
them.

Gabriela Grabowsky
Glacier Creek

Open letter to 
Rob Zandee

I thought I would take up your offer 
of “taking positive action to ensure that 
sanity and stability returns to Ottawa,” 
by letting you know that the majority of 
Canadians are in fact not frustrated and 
angry with the coalition, but with the 
Conservative Party. 

We are not only frustrated and 
angry, but outright disgusted with the 
lies, the secrecy, the corruption, and the 
inhumane actions of your Conservative 
Party. We, the majority of Canadians, 
don’t trust you or your leader, Stephen 
Harper. Why, you may ask?... Stephen 
Harper is a dictator. I am sure you 
have noticed this since he obviously 
muzzles you as you did not have 
anything interesting to say at all during 
the elections.

You were like a Harper puppet. “The 
economy is strong,” I believe you said 
over and over again, never really sharing 
your own views. Maybe you don’t have 
any; that’s what Harper wants, right? 
Conservative zombies in tow, since if 
you actually thought about your party’s 
actions, you might get sick. 

Actions like wanting to pass laws 
prohibiting the growing of medicinal 
plants (that nasty chamomile!), taking 
away freedom of expression in arts and 
culture (unless it expresses conservative 
views of course), profiling immigrants, 
allowing the tar sands development 
despite huge environmental damage, 
and of course embarrassing Canada 
internationally by joining the war in 
Afghanistan (thereby destroying our 
peacekeeper status), and pulling the 
plug on Kyoto, an international attempt 
to try and save our planet, for which 
the conservatives obviously don’t give 
a damn.

If you truly want a sane parliament, 
maybe you should switch sides, because 
your party has an egocentric, power-

hungry, and totalitarian agenda: not for 
the people, by the people, of the people, 
but for the corporates, by the corporates, 
of the corporates.

… it’s time for the people to be 
looked after, and right now that will 
only be possible with a coalition 
government.

Alice Wailer
Vallican

Environmental 
societies 
compromise their 
independence

The West Kootenay Eco Society and 
the Save Our Rivers Society severely 
compromised their independence during 
the recent ‘Run of the Rivers’ speaking 
tour. To have fallen into the NDP ploy of 
endorsing their party is a serious error in 
judgement for these societies.

Both societies’ goals are the welfare 
of our natural environment. Such goals 
can only be achieved with broad-based 
buy-in from the public. Hitching their 
wagon to the NDP will only hurt their 
long-term goals.

I am quite well known as a Green 
Party member; however, I am also 
the president of several non-profit 
organizations. In no case do I allow 
my partisan beliefs to interfere with the 
goals of the societies that I represent. It 
is the only way to foster broad support 
and, as importantly, it is the only way 
to achieve the goals of non-profit 
societies.

The NDP has a long history of 
betraying the environmental movement; 
arrests of many protesting clear-cut 
logging on Clayoquot Sound, calling 
environmentalists “enemies” of 
the province, being a key party to 
dramatically increase the export of raw 
logs during their tenure, are but three 
examples. 

Currently, Carole James’ party is 
opportunistically promising to ‘Axe 
the Tax’ on carbon emissions, reversing 
statements she made previously, while 
claiming to be serious about climate 
change. They are not a party with 
the long-term interest of our natural 
environment in mind; rather they are 
strategically trying to push the Green 
Party off the table in a grab for majority 
government status.

The clearest example of their motive 
is their persistent indifference on the 
subject of proportional representation. 
Since the Citizens’ Initiative on electoral 
reform in 2001, subsequent Citizens’ 
Assembly, and followup referendum 
in 2004, the NDP have counselled 
against the issue, while feigning support. 
Proportional Representation is clearly 
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continued from page 4
against their lust for power, since they 
will never have a majority government 
should proportional representation 
happen.

Supporters of representative 
democracy, and supporters of 
environmental sustainability, need to 
seriously question Rafe Mair, and the 
West Kootenay Eco Society’s advice. 

Scott Leyland
Rossland

Walking trails 
before roads

I’d like to take a moment to tip my 
hat to the snow removal crews in Kaslo 
after this week’s big dump. Clearly, the 
crews are working very hard and are 
doing a bang up job. Kudos.

Problem is, their efforts seem 
wholly focussed on making automobile 
travel possible!

What about walkers, the old, the 
young, and those of us who are not 
drivers?

Since winter began, Village of 
Kaslo crews have focussed their 
efforts, with considerable success, 
on making the town safe for cars, 
often to the detriment of those of 
us who do not drive. When they do 
shovel walkways, it is often without 
consideration of walkers. They scrape 
sidewalks to the bone, without sanding 
them, turning them into virtual skating 
rinks that are treacherously slippery. 
And in their rush to clear the roads, 
they often leave giant heaps of snow 
piled at crosswalks and over existing 
walking trails!

What is the point of having marked 
walking trails if crews are going to 
come along and avalanche them?

The other aspect of this is 
environmental. We keep hearing lip 
service to the concept of environmental 
stewardship. Yet, we continue to work 
hard to make life easier for people 
using environmentally unfriendly 
modes of transport, and more difficult 
for people who are choosing to leave 
their cars at home. How can we expect 
people to do the right thing, and leave 
their cars at home, while we make it 
next to impossible for them to use 
alternative means of transport, such 
as their feet?

I went down to the village hall the 
other day to express these concerns. 
Basically, besides being laughed out 
of the room, I was informed crews are 
doing the best they can despite the hard 
weather. But the issue is, even before 
the big dump, crews were avalanching 
walkways and wholly focussed on 
automobile access, over foot access! 

And this letter is not the first 
time this concern has been raised. I 
personally have had this conversation 
with the village for several years, and 
every year it’s the same old same old. 
Cars come first.

While I understand the need to 
clear emergency and transit routes first, 
we must also start paying attention to 
child and senior safety. Our kids and 
grandparents are the ones who do all 
the walking. They should, after the 
emergency lanes are cleared, be the 
first consideration. 

Will Webster 
Kaslo

Arrow Lakes 
archives in 
good hands

We would like to assure you that 
Milton and I are not retiring from the 
archives! We are hiring someone to 
teach about keeping the society in good 
standing by preparing for annual general 
meetings; the paper work for registration 
each year for the society; charity number 
paperwork; BC Gaming grant each year 
for operating funds; and so on. 

She will help prepare a how-to book 
to show how to do the many things 
that will need doing after we are no 
longer able to carry on. We have many 
members, but just a few who spend 
much time working at co-ordinating 
collections etc. But all of us are getting 
older and we were getting worried 
about the future of the archives and our 
publications, of which we have a large 
inventory.

The person we hire will only work 
the 10 hours we are open Tuesdays and 
Thursdays from 10–3; not everyone 
wants to have a job that has so few hours. 
It will be a challenging job, because she 
must be able to do all the things we do 
as stated above and to help do research 
for requests and accession properly the 
items that come in. 

We have taped interviews that 
families like to have copies of, so she 
will need to know how to do so and 
to print copies of our photos, either 
coloured or black and white and so on.

We also, as you will have seen in 
the papers, hope to be able to achieve an 
extension of the library to include a place 
for the archive collections and work that 
we do. If we can do this, there will be 
a safe place for the archives even if the 
society closes for a time. If approved 
by all concerned in the building and the 
Village, and regulations will permit this, 
we would hope for your support to make 
this happen. 

Also in our archives are research 
items we have produced, by copying 
the Arrow Lakes News papers from 
when they started, a large grouping of 
volumes by category that would not be 
considered archival but are such a help 
to find information quickly. Milton’s 
8,000 photographs that he used in 
our history books and for the From 
our Files each paper, are not original 
photographs but copied photos from 
the pioneers themselves. That is why 
we have the names, the occasion and 
the places because they came from 
the source. These are also not archival 
items but very helpful. Yes, we do have 
original newspapers now too, and some 
original photos, but not nearly what 
Milton collected for 12 years before the 
Historical Society was formed.

Hope  t h i s  c l ea r s  up  any 
misconceptions. Come visit us if you 
have any more questions.

Rosemarie and Milton Parent
Nakusp

Open Letter To 
Larry Greenlaw

I was somewhat shocked to read 
your ‘Open Letter to Premier Gordon 
Campbell.’ I am sorry for the loss of 
your property and business due to the 

construction of the Duncan Dam and 
subsequent flooding of the Duncan 
Valley; however, since you have had 
first-hand experience of the devastation 
that this has caused, I am surprised that 
you are in favour of the continuing 
devastation of BC’s rivers.

Unfortunately, we cannot undo the 
damage that the Duncan Dam or other 
dams have done, but we can stop this 
from happening again. We should learn 
from history and try to not repeat our 
mistakes.

The proposed new ‘Green Energy 
Independent Power Plants’ are, first 
of all, not green. As with the Glacier 
and Howser Creeks if you feel a 91 
km logged swath of electric cable 
over the Purcells, plus the diversion of 
80 – 90 per cent of the water out of the 
creek, plus the road network and tunnel 
through the mountain needing to be 
built, plus what to do with all the waste 
material excavated, is green, I feel you 
are gravely mistaken.

Just to clear things up, I do not 
belong to the so-called ‘opposition’ as 
you put it. Rather I am a concerned 
citizen living in the Slocan Valley and 
I do not want my rivers dammed. Yes, 
my rivers, your rivers, our rivers; they 
belong to us, the people of BC, not big 
corporations from the US or anywhere 
else.

If these projects are allowed to 
go ahead I feel there will be large 
consequences. To what effect we don’t 
exactly know and I don’t want to find 
out. What will happen to spawning 
fish habitat? Will this affect the fishing 
industry? 

You write, “It’s urgent to counter the 
misinformation, half truths and outright 
lies from the opponents.” I would like to 
know how you know that they are lying 
and misinforming. This is a pretty bold 
statement: can you back this up? Have 
you been to one of the construction sites 
and seen the damage?

You also wrote “jobs in construction, 
maintenance and management will 
jump-start our economy.” I would like 
to know how.  Corporations always 
guarantee lots of jobs to get what they 
want. First of all, construction jobs are 
short-term and these plants are fully 
automated and will require one, maybe 
two, jobs per dam. That does not sound 
like a lot of employment to me.

I could go on but I think you really 
need to look at the facts and revisit 
what you are saying, especially since 
you have gone through something like 
this once before. I will finish by asking 
you, do you want to pay four times 
your hydro bill within a few years, 
maybe more? I know I don’t, and this 
is what will happen if we allow this to 
go ahead, and that is fact! Remember it 
is always the people that end up paying 
while the corporations make millions 
and don’t care.

Mike Wrede
Nakusp

What about 
Palestine?

I heard an interview with Benny 
Morris, Professor of History at the 
University in Tel Aviv, on the radio the 
other day. Morris was a member of the 
Israeli Peace Movement for many years 
and has recently changed his position and 

moved to the right. 
In the interview he asked, “What 

country that was having rockets fired 
daily at it from its neighbour wouldn’t 
respond? Israel has the right to defend 
itself.”

It made me think: what country that 
has had its land occupied by a foreign 
military for 40 years, and daily witnesses 
its land being stolen and settlements built 
on it for the occupying force’s civilian 
population, wouldn’t respond? Palestine 
has a right to oppose and resist this 
occupation however it can. 

A ceasefire agreement was signed 
between Hamas and Israel a few months 
ago and even at that time Israel declared 
that it had the right to enter Gaza, at will, 
to arrest or kill terrorist leaders, and it 
did. It also sealed all of Gaza’s borders 
as well as the sea and the air, effectively 
cutting it off from the rest of the world. 
None of its exports could leave the area 
and nothing could enter without Israel’s 
consent.

Of course there are the tunnels 
and yes, no doubt weapons are being 
smuggled through these, but again the 
question, why do the Palestinians have 
no right to defend themselves from this 
illegal occupation? 

How is it that when Hamas fires 
rockets in defence of itself this is terrorism, 
but when Israel drops hundreds of bombs 
or bulldozes thousands of homes to the 
ground this is a fair defensive response? 
I just can’t understand this. 

American journalist Sydney Harris 
once wrote, “Terrorism, is what we 
call the violence of the weak, and we 
condemn it. War, is what we call the 
violence of the strong, and we glorify it.” 
We certainly seem to live that statement 
today. 

Interestingly, this debate is not 
stifled in Israel among its citizens. But 
here in Canada the discussion is very 
much discouraged and there is much 
hand-wringing around possible anti-
Semitism. 

Neither Canada nor the US allowed 
Jews refuge from the Nazis during 
WWII. I don’t really care if we had our 
own problems at the time, Jews were 
being slaughtered by the Nazis and we 
didn’t help them

Injustice is injustice. If we are ever 
going to have peace in the Middle East or 
anywhere else, we must understand this. 
Israel must withdraw from the Occupied 
Territories, back to the ‘67 borders, with 
a few minor adjustments and the UN 
must put a peacekeeping force in place 
to protect both sides until the Palestinians 
can establish a viable economy. Then, 
as Palestinians see real hope for the 
future–jobs, homes, education, health 
care– they will abandon Hamas. 

Those who seek vengeance, on both 
sides, must lose power so that the sane 
people in both countries can achieve real 
and lasting security.  

Grant Clubine 
Winlaw 

‘Ruin of the 
River’ planned 
for Glacier and 
Howser Creeks

The ill-conceived BC Energy Plan 
being implemented by the Campbell 

government forbids BC Hydro to 
develop any more power in the future. 
Instead BC Hydro must now purchase 
electricity from private power producers 
who are essentially being given rights 
by the government to all our watersheds 
here in BC. 

The idea is being sold to the 
public as ‘run of the river’ or ‘green’ 
energy. Although some do fall within 
those parameters, in truth most of 
these projects are immense industrial 
endeavours that create environmental 
devastation involving dams, diversion 
tunnels, clearcutting and road building 
through old growth forest for new 
transmission lines. Large corporations 
are looking at projected profits of one 
hundred million dollars plus per year. 
The people of British Columbia stand 
to gain nothing from this giveaway 
of our public resources. What we get 
out of it is a trashed environment and 
increased hydro rates. 

Currently there are over 600 
licenses on rivers and streams in BC, 
with an identified potential for 8,000 
licenses over the next decade. So long, 
Super Natural British Columbia!

The project proposed for Glacier and 
Howser Creeks just north of Kootenay 
Lake by Axor Corporation of Montreal 
is the largest and most destructive to 
date here in the Kootenays. They plan 
to divert the water from both creeks 
into two tunnels 4.5 metres in diameter 
totalling 16 kms in length (producing 
350,000 cubic metres of rock-muck 
sludge).  ‘Run of the River’ implies 
the water is returned to the creek beds 
to proliferate the ecosystem it supports 
(e.g. spawning bull trout etc). Not so! 
These diversion points are 10.5 and 12 
kilometres upstream from the mouths of 
these pristine creeks. The water is never 
returned to the creek beds. It travels 
through the tunnels to a powerhouse 
on Duncan Lake reservoir where it is 
then dumped into the lake.

With a proposed diversion of 
90% of mean stream flow to feed the 
turbines, there will be virtually little or 
no creek left existing downstream from 
the diversion points, especially in low 
flow seasons.

Another consideration is that 
Glacier Creek forestry road is access 
to the beautiful backcountry of Monica 
Meadows, Jumbo Pass, and MacBeth 
Icefields, which many of us enjoy. 
The possibility exists that this public 
road will be gated by Axor during 
construction and, most definitely, 
project infrastructure will impact 
access to these areas.

Axor Corp. is saying this will 
create jobs. Yes, perhaps a few in the 
construction phase for loggers to clear 
the site and cut transmission corridors 
for power lines. Most of the labour 
will be contract or union from outside 
the region. When completed, this fully 
automated structure will permanently 
employ only a few people, as does the 
similar completed Ashlu River project 
on the coast. It’s all a very high price to 
pay for a few short-term jobs.

Please visit www.saveourrivers.ca 
for more info. And view my recently 
completed video Vanishing Rainbows 
at  www.youtube.com/pyperphoto 

Doug Pyper
Kaslo
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Honey Bear 
Bakery

Winter Hours 
Tues-Fri 9:00-4:00 

Closed Sat, Sun & Mon 
311 7th Ave NW • Nakusp • 265-4633

Rear Alley Entrance

Kaslo & District 
Community 

Forest 
Quarterly Update:  Oct, 

Nov, & Dec/2008
2009 Harvest Plans

A total of 13 potential cutting 
permits were reviewed by the board.  
Because of the depressed lumber 
market, most of these areas would be 
unprofitable, or even end up costing us 
money.  In the end the board selected 
five blocks, totalling about 6,000 
cubic meters, to submit applications 
for:  three should be profitable (mostly 
because of cedar poles), and two will 
lose money.  The money-losing blocks 
were selected because of urgent forest-
health issues (mainly beetle infestations 
which could spread to nearby stands of 
healthy trees, and which would leave 
tinder-dry stands of dead trees if we 
don’t remove them).
Investing in the Future

Because of the trying economic 
times in the forest industry,  we are 
not logging as much as we could.  
However, there are things we can be 
doing to be ready for when the lumber 
market improves.  The board has 
decided to use some of our operating 
funds in two areas:

Roads.  Hauling roads need to be 
built at least a year before they are used 
(to allow for settling/compacting).  

Layout.   We need to have 
potential cut-blocks available in each 

species category.  That way we’re 
ready no matter which type of wood 
becomes valuable.  We plan to layout 
approximately 30,000 m3 of cutting 
permits in the coming year.
Open House

Our management team held an 
open house on Dec 3/08, to show any 
interested parties what our current 
thinking and planning is. This was 
followed by a panel discussion 
involving representatives of other 
community forests in our region. A very 
informative and lively discussion was 
held. A video of that event was aired 
on Kaslo Cable.
Disbursement Policy

With the lumber markets so poor, 
we don’t know when we’ll have 
profits to share with the community.  
However, when that day comes, we’ll 
be ready.  We’ve come to an agreement 
with the Community Fund of North 
Kootenay Lake (CFNKL) to have 
them adjudicate funding applications 
and make recommendations to the 
board.  This means that disbursement 
recommendations will be at arm’s 
length from the board, while still 
leaving the final say with the board.  
To learn more about CFNKL, check 
out www.ospreycommunityfoundation.
ca/cfnkl.php
KDCFS Website

And while you’re surfing the 
net,  spend a few minutes checking 
out the Kaslo & District Community 
Forest Society website.  We’re always 
uploading the latest meeting minutes, 
financial reports, and planning maps.    
Just go to www.kaslocommunityforest.
org Look down the left side and along 
the top for menu items.   

Of course,  you can still contact us 
by  phone (250 353-9677) or mail us at  
P.O. Box 1360, Kaslo, BC   V0G 1M0
Board of Directors 
Opening

Dick Martin was appointed to 

the board to replace Brodie Whitney. 
Now Greg Lay, because he has been 
elected Mayor of Kaslo, has resigned 
from the board (although he assures 
us he will continue to attend meetings 
as a member of the public). The board 
has the option of appointing someone 
to fill that position until the next 
AGM. Advertising has been placed 
to elicit expressions of interest, with a 
deadline for receiving correspondence 
at the KDCFS office of Jan 14/09 at 
4:00 pm.
Winter in the Forest 
Festival 

The 9th annual Kaslo Winter in 
the Forest Festival is coming Sunday, 
January 25th 2009 at the Kaslo Golf 
Course. 

Sleigh r ides,  tobogganing, 
woodsman competition, storytelling 
around the bonfire and many more 
family fun activities. Watch for the 
upcoming ads.  For more information, 
contact Jen at jensibley@shaw.ca or 
353-7592
2009 Memberships now 
on Sale

The new bylaws of the society 
(passed at the 2008 AGM) state that 
memberships are for a calendar year.  
To be able to vote at the 2009 AGM 
(to be held this Spring) you will have 
to have a 2009 membership.  These 
are currently for sale at the KDCFS 
office.  They will also be available at 
the Winter in the Forest Festival, at the 
KDCFS booth. 
Consider running for a 
Director Position

There will be some Board of 
Directors positions up for election at 
the 2009 AGM.  The society depends 
very much on having people be willing 
to sit on the board.  If you care about 
the forests around us, please consider 
letting your name stand for election.  
Watch for the AGM ads for details and 
deadlines.

Coffee House
Benefit Rosebery Parklands
Friday, January 23 • 8 pm

Silverton Gallery
Religion, Politics & Neuroanatomy

the musical

• Lilliana Wright & Friends
• Devotional Ukelele Music

• Skits • Attempts at humour, etc.

by Don Currie
•Council has responded to an 

invitation to provide input into the 
January 27 federal budget. 

Alex Atamanenko, MP for the 
BC Southern Interior, forwarded the 
request to council, asking specifically 
for ideas on economic stimulus and 
information on persons most affected 
by the economic crisis. Council 
replied, “The federal budget needs to 
consider the impact to small-resource 
based communities and how we will 

Slocan council, January 7: Council provides input to the federal budget
manage through tough economic 
times.” 

Specifically, council called 
for federal infrastructure spending 
on repair and maintenance of the 
water distribution system and roads. 
Council also called for support for a 
Village clean energy hydro project 
and for retrofits and renovations to 
Village-owned buildings. Council 
also pointed to the need for federal 
funding of low-cost seniors housing 
and drew attention to the lack of 
resources for physician recruitment, 
stating, “Access to health care should 
be available to all Canadians.” 

Despite very little crime in 
Slocan, council recommended 
additional funding for the recruitment 
of new police officers. Council 
also agreed to add a suggestion by 
Councillor Jessica Lunn that the 
Targeted Wage Subsidy program be 
extended to small businesses. Lunn 
feels that the program is mainly 

directed to large industries in major 
centres and ignores the needs of small 
communities.

•The CAO will schedule quarterly 
open houses and workshops beginning 
in March 2009 to gather public input 
for updating the Village of Slocan 
Official Community Plan in 2010. 
The OCP is defined as an overall 
vision of the future of the Village. The 
meetings will consider development 
and land use, municipal services 
and facilities, environmental and 
social and economic development, 
utilities and transportation, zoning 
and regular reviews of the OCP.

•Council passed a resolution 
authorizing Mayor Perriere to sign the 
BC Climate Action Charter on behalf 
of the Village of Slocan. The deadline 
to sign the Charter is February 28, 
2009 and only governments who sign 
the Charter are eligible to receive a 
grant equal to 100% of their carbon 
tax costs. Works foreman Tim Hill 
said staff was determining carbon 
emissions from Village operations. 

•Phase 2 Community Tourism 
funding of $15,818.31 has been 
approved for beach and trailhead 
improvements. The money will be 
spent on upgrades to the swim dock 
($5,000) and washroom facilities at 
the trailhead and beach ($10,000) 
and possible grassing around the 
gazebo ($800). Works foreman 
Tim Hill reported that it was not 

possible to put in a septic system on 
the beachfront property and that he 
was researching alternatives. Hill 
reported on research underway on 
building the swim platform that will 
be within the $5,000 budget.

•Council received the December 
8 report of Fran Wallis, co-ordinator 
of the Slocan Fitness Centre. The 
centre offers a variety of health and 
fitness programs as well as general 
health and mental fitness clinics. 
Residents can apply for membership 
at a cost of $20 per month at the 
Village office. 

•Council approved the request 
of the Slocan Valley Outriders 
Association (SVOA) to renew the 
lease for the facility at 901 Arlington 
Road. The lease permits SVOA to 
use the Village-owned property for 
a dollar a year. A License to Occupy 
will be drawn up on the same terms as 
the December 2002 lease, including 
reference to the supply of Village 
water and an understanding on 
mowing of the field at the grounds. 

•Councillor attendance at annual 
municipal conferences were approved 
subject to budget restrictions. All 
councillors will attend AKBLG 
(Association of Kootenay Boundary 
Local Governments) in Cranbrook 
April 23; Mayor Perriere, Councillor 
Elliott (representing the RDCK) 
and CAO Paivarinta will attend the 
UBCM (Union of BC Municipalities) 
September  28-October  2  in 
Vancouver; and Councillors Elliott 
(as RDCK rep) and Lunn will attend 
the FCM (Federation of Canadian 
Municipalities) in Whistler June 
5-8.

•Council approved the credit 
card application request by the CAO 

to facilitate hotel bookings and to 
protect staff from having to use their 
personal cards for Village business.

•Following a conference call with 
the CAO of RDCK, staff contacted 
the Municipal Insurance Association 
(MIA) to ensure that RDCK is listed 
as additional named insurer on the 
Village of Slocan insurance policy. 
Councilor Hillary Elliott, RDCK 
representative for Slocan, explained 
that this was a requirement. Mayor 
Perriere said it meant that, “if we get 
sued we can go back to RDCK.” 

•Ray Caouette, owner of Slocan 
Holdings Ltd., made a presentation to 
council. Caouette said his company 
had completed a $28,000 engineering 
survey for a number of options 
for developing the property at 912 
Slocan Street, known locally as the 
Slocan Hotel. He said his company 
had a substantial budget and was 
seeking an understanding with the 
Village on land use issues before 
proceeding with one of five possible 
options for development. Caouette 
said his company had received 
interest in both condos and affordable 
housing units. He said he would 
proceed with development in April 
and would like to reach an agreement 
on land use issues with the Village 
before proceeding. 

Caouette asked council to 
consider proposals for bringing 
about road improvements that he 
said would cut truck noise for local 
residents and improve truck traffic 
to and from the Springer Creek mill. 
Caouette pointed out that previous 
Village councils had anticipated 
Village growth and had provided for 
an approach from the east to provide 
a merging lane to Slocan Street and 
from the south along Slocan Street a 
merging lane to Giffin Avenue east. 
The intersection is currently a four 
way stop. 

Caouette noted the Village 
had reserved five lots on the block 
directly south of 912 Slocan for such 
a highway improvement. Caouette 
said his company would consider 
giving up a grandfathering clause 
and requested council to consider 
proposals for land use between 
his company and the Village. The 
developer outlined a proposal for 
emergency vehicle access in exchange 
for consideration of an allowance on 
Springer Street that would facilitate 
development.

Council thanked Caouette for his 
presentation and instructed the CAO 
to review his proposals and prepare 
a report with a recommendation for 
council consideration. 
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NOTICE
VILLAGE OF 

NEW DENVER
Subject to Section 166 of the Community Charter, the Council 
of the Village of New Denver invites public consultation in the 
preparation of the Village’s 2009 Five Year Financial Plan.  
Council will begin holding budget meetings in the near future 
and welcomes public input from members of our community with 
regards to items of concern they would like to see addressed in 
the budget.  Please submit your comments to the Village of New 
Denver Municipal Office, P.O. Box 40, 115 Slocan Avenue, New 
Denver, B.C., or call 250-358-2316 by February 27, 2008.

SLOCAN VALLEY

VILLAGE OF 
NEW DENVER

2009 Council Meeting Schedule

Council Meetings are held at 7:00 p.m. in the Village of New Denver 
Council Chambers at 115 Slocan Avenue, New Denver, BC, on the 
second and fourth Tuesdays of the month. 

 January 13 and 27  July 14 and 28
 February 10 and 17  August 11 and 25
 March 9 and 23   September 8 and 22
 April 14 and 28   October 13 and 27
 May 12 and 26   November 10 and 24
 June 9 and 23   December 15 and 22

NOTICE
VILLAGE OF 

NEW DENVER
Dog owners in the Village of New Denver are reminded that 
all dogs residing in the Village of New Denver are required to 
have a current dog licence.  There is a $15.00 discount for all 
dog licences purchased by February 15, 2009.

License fees are:
Unspayed Female ……………………………… $50.00
Unneutered Male ………………………….…… $50.00
Spayed Female …………………………………. $25.00
Neutered Male …………………………………. $25.00

by Jan McMurray
The Village of Slocan has 

remodelled Slocan’s old school at 
710 Harold Street to house a health 
clinic, fitness centre and very soon, 
a library.

Although the health clinic was 
the first of the three facilities in 
the building to be completed, the 

Natural health practitioners available at Slocan health clinic
Village has had difficulty finding 
health practitioners to work there. 
Recently, things have started to 
turn around and there are now four 
people working out of the clinic one 
or two days per week – a doctor of 
traditional Chinese medicine, two 
massage therapists, and a herbal 
practitioner.

Lesl ie  Jordan,  doctor  of 
traditional Chinese medicine, has 
been in practice since 1992. She is 
at the Slocan clinic on Thursday and 
practices other days of the week in 
Nakusp. Jordan uses acupuncture, 
herbs, diet and a variety of other tools 
to help the body regain balance. She 
is also a senior practitioner of Ortho-
Bionomy, a system that allows the 
body to heal itself with the use of 
gentle movement and positioning 
with respect to points of tension.

Garth Hunter,  Registered 
Massage Therapist, works at the 
clinic on Mondays and Thursdays. 
A graduate of the Canadian College 
of Massage (1971) and the West 
Coast College of Massage Therapy 
(1988), Hunter says that the healing 
techniques he practices “beneficially 
affect neurology, circulation, 
structure, hormones, sleep, digestion, 
elimination, and the overall mobility 
function and harmony of our whole 
self. Some techniques are very 
gentle or do not require touch. 
Others require extensive and deep 
physical and/or physiological care 
or manipulation.”

On Tuesday, massage therapist 
Kimberly Dell and herbalist Ruby 
Leanne Brunelle are available at 
the clinic. Dell has been practicing 
deep-tissue therapeutic massage for 
13 years since training at a massage 
therapy school in Seattle. She also 
offers pregnancy massage, and is 
happy to incorporate essential oils 
into the session.

Brunelle is a registered herbal 
practitioner and has worked with 

medicinal plants for over a decade. 
Brunelle offers a tea and energy 
drink bar, wellness products, 
herbal apothecary with free casual 
consultations, and medicinal spa 

services, such as  reflexology with 
aromatherapy salt and oil scrubs for 
hands and feet. She also offers herbal 
and nutritional classes seasonally.

Call the clinic at 355-2279.

by Jan McMurray
Lucerne School donated an 

impressive 434 items to New Denver 
and area’s local Christmas Sharing 
this year, thanks to the school’s 
Christmas Sharing Challenge.

“This is the first time we’ve 
made it a challenge, and it really 

Lucerne School shows the spirit of Christmas Sharing 
worked,” said Lucerne teacher Patti 
Sebben. “The school donated much, 
much more to Christmas Sharing 
this year than in previous years.” 

The school was divided into 
four teams of about 30 students and 
staff members. Team #2, pictured 
here, donated the largest number 

of non-perishable food items of the 
four teams.

The school also contributed 
$197 cash to Christmas Sharing. 
Foods students in Sebben’s class 
raised $85 for the cause in a bake 
sale, and $112 was donated by 
students and staff.

Lucerne’s Team #2 won the school’s Christmas Sharing Challenge by donating the largest number of non-perishable 
food items of all four school teams. Back row: Rachael, Syl, Julia, Tisha, Emma, Trish, Satoshi, Brett, Michael, Joe. 
Middle row: Jewel, Jordan, Elizabeth, Yoan, Everett, Logan. Front row: Carlie, Linden, Rebecca, Alyssa, Matthew. 

Missing: Kate, Wade, Jeremy, Meagan, Briana, Ethan, Danika, Ryan D, Gabriel, Paula, Terry.

submitted
Lucerne’s high school writing 

students are poised to entertain 
community members once again at 
their annual Writing Coffee House 
on Thursday, January 22 at 6:30 pm 
at the Silverton Gallery.

Lucerne Writing Coffee House coming up
“The grade 9-12 writing class 

is full of insightful writers who put 
their heart into their words,” say 
writing students Sadye Butler and 
Michelle Magnusson. “Please come 
out to support the young writers of 
Lucerne.”

Admission to the ‘Young Words 
Coffee House’ is by donation and 
refreshments will be served by the 
writers. Proceeds from the coffee 
house will go towards the class 
trip to the Banff and Calgary Word 
Fest.

Four natural health practitioners are now offering their services at the Slocan health 
clinic – Ruby Leanne Brunelle, Kimberly Dell, Leslie Jordan and Garth Hunter.
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BUYERS OF CEDAR 
& PINE POLES

Mike Casey  cell   344-8477
Offering planning, management 
and sales for Woodlot Licences 

and Private Land Owners.

P.O. Box 4, 
Brisco, B.C. V0A 1B0

Phone (250) 346-3315
Fax (250) 346-3218

TOLL FREE 1-866-346-3315

WOOD PRESERVERS LTD.

by Katrine Campbell
The major federal grant keeping 

the Community Access Program 
(CAP) alive in Nakusp has ended, 

Nakusp CAP site loses funding, cuts hours
forcing staff to cut back their 
hours and look for other sources of 
money.

Although the CAP site continues 
to receive $3,700 annually, that 
basically pays the rent and utilities, 
says Liz Gillis, one of the site’s 
co-ordinators. The funding from 
the Office of Learning Technology, 
which pays for staffing, has finished. 
As a result, “we’ve had to reduce 
hours for two positions.”

 There is separate funding for 
two youth positions, but these are 
not permanent.

Another non-profit, the Columbia 
Basin Alliance for Literacy (CBAL), 
subsidizes CAP because it uses the 
site for training clients. As well, 
Area K Director Paul Peterson has 
contributed $2,000.

The CAP site, at the rear of 
the School District #10 building, 

offers free access to computers and 
the internet, as well as scanning, 
photocopying, printing and faxing. 
Although there is no charge for using 
the equipment, users are asked for 
a small donation to help offset the 
costs.

“It’s a great service,” says Gillis, 
“and we need to look for other ways 
to keep going. We’re looking for 
other funding from foundations 
or even private donations, or 
possible partnerships with other 
organizations.”

According to Gillis, the site gets 
about 150 visits per month, although 
that rises to more than 200 from May 
through August, when the kids are 
out of school and the village is full 

of tourists.
A number of different programs 

and projects are in the works for the 
CAP site. In February, basic computer 
classes geared towards seniors with 
little or no experience will start up. 
The classes are aimed at building 
confidence, and teaching people to 
understand the basic language of 
hardware and software, how to use 
the internet, and how to use word 
processing programs.

The site has teamed up with 
Rotary to have youth volunteers 
provide tutoring to the seniors both 
during and after the classes. 

A youth intern is developing a 
website and “we hope to connect 
that with other local websites, for 

marketing and awareness of the CAP 
site,” Gillis says.

“We have someone here with the 
tech skills to take used computers 
and fix them, and recycle refurbished 
computers and components such as 
keyboards back into the community 
for people who can’t afford them.”

Users of the site are enthusiastic 
about the service. Comments collected 
in a survey include “A friendly 
atmosphere indeed!”; “Extended my 
possibilities”; “Allowed me to do 
things I am unable to do at home”; 
and “I had some personal issues 
and having the access to computers 
helped, especially with e-mails from 
my legal help and family. Thank 
you–it’s all good now.”

submitted
Nakusp has received $885,000 

through Infrastructure Canada’s 
General Strategic Priorities Fund 
(GSPF) to help save its 30-year-old 
community arena. The money will be 
used for a geothermal heat recovery 
system and a solar panel system for 

Federal funding helps save Nakusp arena
the community ice arena.

Mayor Karen Hamling said the 
funding came through in the nick of 
time.

“Our community centre/arena 
was going to have to be closed if 
we couldn’t get some funding,” she 
said. “It’s the heart and soul of our 

community. But the building, which is 
used for everything from weddings and 
funerals to information sessions and 
other events, as well as hockey, squash 
and other sports, is 30 years old. We 
started putting money aside two years 
ago, but the ice plant and roof have all 
but given up the ghost and our heating 
is old and far too expensive.”

The federal grant will go towards 
making the building much more energy 
efficient. The Village also recently 
received a $400,000 provincial Towns 
for Tomorrow grant, which is being 
used to replace the ice plant in the 
arena.

“This funding is a saving grace for 
us. Aside from keeping the complex 
functioning, it is a blessing to our 
community – a community that has 
suffered greatly with the loss of 
forestry jobs,” she said.

The  GSPF he lps  p rov ide 
investments towards projects that 
improve public transit, community 
energy, water, wastewater or solid-
waste infrastructure that reduce 
greenhouse gas emissions, or provide 
cleaner air or cleaner water.

Kootenay Restorative Justice
is hosting a

RESTORATIVE JUSTICE 
TRAINING OPPORTUNITY

January 30, 31 and February 1st at Central School in Nelson 
(Friday evening is an information session, everyone is welcome)

*Restorative Justice principles focus on repairing the harm done 
when an offence occurs. The facilitator training course give the 
skills necessary to lead victim-offender healing circles and also 
skills valuable for work, volunteer and daily life experiences.

Registration is required by January 22nd for catered meal 
planning. Call Suzanne at 250-226-7942 or  Carol at 250-358-
2125 or email krjustice@wegcss.org

submitted
During the weekend of January 

30 - February 1 in Nelson, a 
training workshop will be held for 
those who would like to learn the 
principles of restorative justice as 
they apply to minor infractions of 
the law.

Restorative justice focuses 
on repairing the harm done by an 
offence. The Kootenay Restorative 
Justice program, under the umbrella 
of WE Graham Community Service 
Society, has been using this process 
successfully since 2003.

Friday evening’s information 
session, beginning at 4 pm, is 
open to the public. Kay Medland, 
a certified facilitator trainer and 

Restorative justice training workshop offered
program manager for Trail RCMP’s 
Victim Services, will lead the 
session. She is also an instructor 
at the Justice Institute of BC and 
has previously led training sessions 
in the area.

School personnel, social 
agencies, and other community 
members will find this information 
useful and relevant.

Registration is required by 
January 22 for catered meal 
planning. Donations to the program 
are gratefully accepted.

For more information and to 
register, contact Suzanne at 250-
226-7942 or Carol at 250-358-
2125 or email krjustice@wegcss.
org.
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Smokey Creek Salvage
24 HR TOWING

New & Used Auto Parts, Back Hoe Work, 
Certified Welding & Repairs, Vehicle Removal

WE BUY CARS & TRUCKS
359-7815 ; 1-877-376-6539

3453 YEATMAN RD, SOUTH SLOCAN

WANTED 
TO BUY: 

CEDAR AND 
PINE POLES
John Shantz

• 250-308-7941 (cell)

Please contact: Gorman 
Brothers Lumber Ltd.

250-547-9296

SILVERTON BUILDING SUPPLIES
216 Lake Avenue, Silverton

Phone: 358-2293
Toll-free: 1-800-332-0588
sbs@silvertonbuilding.ca

Euro-Rite Cabinets Ltd. is one of North America’s premier 
manufacturers of Ready to Assemble (RTA) cabinets suitable for DIY 
enthusiasts, contractors & retail outlets of all sizes.

Euro-Rite Cabinets Ltd. combines the traditional values of quality & 
affordability with leading edge design & production techniques.

All of our cabinets are designed for easy home assembly. Just 15 
minutes per cabinet is all it takes to transform your space into the 
kitchen of your dreams!

New In-Store Eurorite Display!

submitted
On Saturday, January 24, the 

Vallican Whole Community Centre 
will host an event that will take the 
idea of ‘local’ to the limits. First, 
we will share food that we have 
all produced right here in our own 
homes, fields and gardens. Later, 
we will share our stories, talents and 
imaginations, learning all kinds of 

100 Mile Winter Potluck at the Vallican Whole ... and more
unexpected things about one another 
in the process.

Doors open at 5 pm for the 
Locavores’ Feast, featuring some of 
the Valley’s most talented chefs – 
you, your friends, and your family. 
Originally known as the 100-Mile 
Potluck, this community meal, 
like its predecessors, will fill you 
to the brim with delicious food, 

pride of place, and a warm sense 
of connection to your friends and 
neighbours. A locavore, of course, 
is someone who eats food grown 
locally – the New Oxford American 
Dictionary chose ‘locavore’ as its 
word of the year in 2007.

Sometime around 7 pm, after 
everyone has had their fill (and some 
have hoisted a glass or two), along 

comes the second local feature: Six 
Slocan Valley Minutes. This is your 
chance to get up on stage, alone or 
with a few intrepid companions, and 
do anything for six minutes (or less). 
Anything, that is, unless it is illegal, 
immoral or disgusting.

Make up a skit, assemble a 
working device, sing, dance, tell a 
story, and let everyone know about 
something that makes you feel truly 
passionate. Rumour has it someone 
may take apart a chainsaw – and 
someone else will use their six 
minutes to put it back together. Think 
about what you could do – the sky’s 
the limit.

You don’t have to sign up in 
advance, you can make your decision 
at any point throughout the evening 
– the signup sheet will be next to 
the stage. If you try to go on for 
longer than six minutes, you will be 
unceremoniously removed from the 
stage with a large hook.

Some people will no doubt 
recognize this as a variation on the 
ever-popular Five Feminist Minutes. 
The organizers have the blessing 
of the woman who dreamed up the 
original FFM to use the idea to reflect 
Valley life – and to add an extra 
minute because, after all, this is the 

Slocan Valley.
If the idea of performing in 

public makes your blood freeze, 
you are exactly what this event 
needs – an audience member who 
will truly appreciate your friends 
and neighbours taking their courage 
in both hands and agreeing to share 
something special with all of us.

Together the meal and the 
performances will reflect Slocan 
Valley culture at its finest. Sharing 
food for the body, mind, and spirit, 
this evening is a chance to learn, to 
laugh and maybe even to cry with the 
amazing people you are and amongst 
whom you have chosen to live.

A small and select assortment 
of locally produced goods will 
be available as a silent auction. 
Admission to the event is by 
donation. 

submitted
Roots/country music fans should 

not miss Kenny Konrad and Old 
Blind Crow at the Royal in Nelson 
January 23.

The songs of Winlaw multi-
instrumentalist Konrad have been 
shaped by his love of Canadian 
culture. His music tells stories 
of miners, rivers, forests, and 
mountains, painting a picture of our 

Winlaw musician Kenny Konrad plays the Royal
Canadian landscape and heritage.

Steeped in tradition, his debut 
CD The Old Blind Crow features 
Kenny playing guitars, mandolin, 
bass, accordion, and harmonica. 
Traditional songs and originals alike 
are driven by his authentic narrative 
vocals: gritty, passionate, soulful 
and gutsy. Influences from Hank 
Williams, Bob Dylan, Doc Watson, 
and David Grisman have all made 

their mark.
This year Kenny is pleased to 

be pickin’ his guitar with a great 
group of musicians. Robin Sitiig on 
drums, John Corrie VanBreugel on 
bass and Rob Murray on mandolin 
provide captivating strings and a 
solid foundation. The band is picking 
up steam and eager to hit the road, 
guaranteeing a foot-stomping good 
time for all.

Slocan Valley band Kenny Konrad and Old Blind Crow play the Royal January 23.

submitted
On Sunday, January 25 from 

noon to 2 pm, the Slocan Valley 
Heritage Trail Society (SVHTS) 
will host its fifth annual Rail Trail 
Ski Day event. The get-together is 
held at a different location each year 
along the 53-km former CPR right-
of-way. Scores of skiers, snowshoers 
and yes, walkers come out to spend 
a little quality time on the trail, 
meeting with the volunteer directors 
of the organization and enjoying 
the dramatic locations the trail has 
to offer. 

This year the location is at the 
confluence of the Slocan and Little 

Slocan Valley Rail Trail Ski Day – January 25, 2009
Slocan Rivers. You can reach it by 
parking at the Passmore trailhead, 
about 12 km north of Highway 3, 
and skiing north approximately two 
km. Parking may be tight, so please 
car-pool if possible and park along 
the frontage road opposite the small 
parking area.

When skiers get to the location, 
there will be a nice warm bonfire 
waiting, along with hot dogs and 
hot chocolate. The directors will be 
there so everyone can enjoy the day 
and share their thoughts on the trail. 
A minimum $3 to $5 donation is 
requested to help offset expenses and 
to assist with trail grooming.

A recent survey by the Slocan 
Valley Recreation Commission 
found that the rail trail has quickly 
become the highest use recreation 
facility in the valley. Since the 
snow fell this December, SVHTS 
volunteers have been out virtually 
non-stop, grooming and tracksetting 
the trail from Slocan Lake to South 
Slocan, much to the enjoyment of 
outdoor enthusiasts. 

Volunteers are needed to assist 
with the operation, so feel free to 
call Brian at 250-359-7740 or Craig 
at 250-226-7312 if you can spare 
a little time, or should you have 
questions.

submitted
Why not take a voyage through 

Vietnam at a travel adventure 
evening offered by the Slocan Valley 
Recreation Commission? The latest 
in their on-going travel talks takes 
place January 29 at the Slocan Park 
Hall and gets underway at 7 pm.

Last winter, local travellers Lisa 
Farr, Tom Armstrong and Marianne 
and Jim Berrill journeyed around 
southeast Asia. Besides enjoying 
the tropical paradise, they were 
there to discover how the people of 
the region are adapting in a post-
Vietnam War era world. 

They travelled from Ho Chi Minh 

City to Hanoi and along the way 
discovered how the entrepreneurial 
spirit has evolved. From rice wine 
makers, to regional coffee growers 
to a taro processing farm, they 
found resourceful people who were 
very friendly and not overwhelmed 
by the tourists’ presence – mainly 
because they are so focused on their 
daily lives. 

They also visited several 
notorious sites associated with the 
Vietnam War. The effects of Agent 
Orange on Charlie Hill and many 
other areas are still scars on the 
landscape of this nation of sun and 
palm trees. As well, they visited 

the largest airstrip created by the 
military in that area. They’ll talk 
of their visit with the indigenous 
hill tribes and the role they played 
in the war.

It promises to be an interesting 
and visually stunning evening.

Admission for the event is a 
donation to the Slocan Food Bank, 
and Slocan Valley Recreation asks 
that if planning to attend, you 
give them a call at 250-226-0008 
so they know how many chairs to 
put out. The Slocan Park Hall is 
located approximately 8 km north 
on Highway 6 from the Highway 
3 junction.

Travelling through Vietnam with folks from the valley
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On December 20, the Silverton Community Club (SCC) donated $1,000 to the Slocan Community Health Centre Auxiliary 
Society towards an Istat blood/gas analyzer. Shown above are Vern Hartman, Gary Willman, Cheryl Butchart, Kerry 

Heidema, SCC chair Ron Provan, Chris Hildebrand, Diane Andrews, Armand Lange, Peggy Magnuson and Agnes Emary.

This trailer is parked on crown land at Shannon Creek on the north end of 
Slocan Lake. It is suspected that the owners of the trailer are enjoying a 

summer recreation camp under the guise of a mineral claim.  

by Jan McMurray
With lakeshore property a hot 

commodity these days, it seems that 
some people have come up with a 
creative and affordable way of getting 
a piece of it for themselves. Too bad 
it’s illegal. 

For some years now, there have 
been three trailers parked on prime 
beach areas on crown land at the 
north end of Slocan Lake – two at 
Shannon Creek and one just south of 
Wragge Beach. Residents from the 
area, alarmed that some of the best 
beaches were being taken over by 
private interests barging in recreation 
trailers, first called in complaints to 
the Ministry of Forests several years 
ago but were told they could do 
nothing because the trailers were on 
mineral claims. 

Some residents then took it upon 
themselves to research the land 
tenures in the area. They discovered 
that the entire west side of Slocan 
Lake north of Valhalla Park is staked 
with 11 mineral claims. Most of these 
claims run along the lakeshore and out 
into the lake; this struck the residents 
as a puzzling way to stake claims. 

As for the trailers, the residents 
discovered that they were brought 
in by two of the tenure holders, both 
local people, under the pretext of 
mineral exploration on crown land. 
However, the camps set up there 
appear to be solely for recreation, not 
mining. The trailer sites, complete 
with barbecues, lawn chairs, picnic 
tables and outhouses, have been used 
for boating, swimming and picnicking 
during the hot summer months. No 
mining tools have been evident at 
the sites. Residents have also noted 
that the owners of the claims and two 
trailers at the mouth of Shannon Creek 
have opened up an old logging road as 
a quad trail to access their trailers and 
the beach area. The residents question 
how this qualifies for mineral claim 

Mining claims used to grab 
lakefront property on crown land

work and if in fact the people had 
permits to create vehicular access.  

Finally in the spring of this year 
an official letter of complaint was 
filed with the Gold Commissioner of 
the Ministry of Energy, Mines and 
Petroleum Resources. The ministry 
responded in July by inspecting the 
claims with the three trailers. When 
contacted recently by the Valley Voice, 
a ministry spokesperson reported 
that as a result of the inspection, 
registered letters were sent out to 
both tenure holders in September. 
Both responded within 30 days. 
A follow-up inspection will take 
place in the spring, and the results 
of that inspection will determine the 
ministry’s next course of action.

The ministry spokesperson did not 
divulge the content of the registered 
letters to the Valley Voice.  However, 
a local resident said he was told by a 
ministry staff person that the letters 
asked the mineral tenure holders to 
remove their camps within six months 
– because even if they are bonafide 
mining claims, barging in recreational 
trailers to do the work is not warranted 
when the claims are easily accessible 
by boat and by road. The ministry staff 
person also said there are provisions 
under the Mineral Act to cancel the 
claims if they are used for purposes 
other than mining. 

It seems unlikely that the 11 
mining tenures along the northwestern 
lakeshore are bonafide mineral claims, 
as there are no mineral occurrences 
in the ministry database along the 
shoreline where the camps are located. 
Also, these mining claims have 
been maintained by paying cash in 
lieu of work. According to mining 
regulations, miners can keep up 
their claims by annually registering 
a statement of exploration and 
development, or by making payments 
instead. The annual payment can be as 
little as $200.

submitted
Attention all those concerned 

about the US hype about digital 
television – it doesn’t affect us 
here. 

If you have been watching US 
television recently, you have been 

bombarded with messages that your 
TV may not work as of February 
17, and you will need a new TV or 
converter box.

This is occurring because 
the US government has required 
broadcasters to convert to digital 

transmitters to increase channel 
capacity and reduce interference. 

Here in Canada, this will only 
affect people immediately along the 
border picking up signals directly 
from the US. This will not affect 
anyone in our area because of the 

mountain ranges between us and the 
US TV transmitters.

In our area, we receive TV 
signals in our homes from nearby 
transmitters, situated in Canada. 
These signals are broadcast by CBC, 
Global TV and local TV societies, 
depending on the channels you 
receive and your location.

There is a similar digital TV 
transition planned for Canada in 
August 2011, but there are plans for 
allowing existing remote and low 
power analogue TV transmitters 
(as used here now) to continue to 

Digital TV in US won’t affect us here in the Kootenays
operate. 

This means that come September 
2011, it will likely be business as 
usual for TV watchers, and there 
will be no noticeable difference. 
Currently the signals we watch have 
come to us digitally for some years 
via satellite and are rebroadcast in 
analogue to our homes.

So, if you are watching US 
television and see these ads about, 
“Are you ready for digital TV?”, just 
use your digital mute button on your 
remote and ignore it, like the rest of 
those pesky ads. 
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NOW OPEN 
“The Kootenay’s 
modern wedding 

dress store - for the 
modern bride”

Wedding Dresses & Prom Dresses, Mother of the Bride & Bridesmaid 
Dresses, Cocktail Dresses, Custom Design & Accessories

1B-1801 Columbia Ave (above CIBC), 
Castlegar 250-304-1901,
info@kissthekootenaybride.ca 
www.kissthekootenaybride.ca

by Art Joyce
Nakusp author Cliff Woffenden 

launches his newly published 
book, Ghost People – The Sinixt: 
Recovering from Extinction, with a 
book signing at What’s Brewing on 
Broadway on January 24, 1-3 pm.

In the book, Woffenden writes 
that when he first arrived in the 
Slocan Valley in 1988, he was 
dismayed to find no native presence 
here. No one seemed to know the 
story of the first peoples who had 
lived here for thousands of years 
prior to European settlement. It was 
as if even their ghosts had fallen 
silent. 

That began to change, Woffenden 

Nakusp author’s book on history of Sinixt confirms ancient presence
writes, when an ancient village and 
burial site was located in Vallican. 
Sensing its unique archaeological 
value, the BC Heritage Branch 
bought the site and hired Woffenden 
as caretaker. The story of the 
subsequent blockade when the 
highways department built a new 
road and bridge near the site is well 
known. Woffenden was privileged to 
be there the day Sinixt elders arrived 
from Colville, Washington, where 
they had been forced to settle on a 
mixed-nation reservation. 

It was a homecoming, the start 
of bringing the Sinixt out of exile 
from their traditional territory. The 
Sinixt, with the death of Annie 
Joseph in 1956 at the Oatscott 
reserve on Lower Arrow Lake, 
were declared officially ‘extinct’ 
by the Canadian government. Yet, 
as Eileen Delahanty-Pearkes writes 
in her history of the Sinixt, The 
Geography of Memory, there were 
still 257 ‘Lakes Indians’ enrolled 
with the Colville Confederated 
Tribes in Washington State. Not to 
mention those who may have been 
living off-reserve in the Okanagan 
and other areas. 

The declaration of extinction 
conven ien t ly  p receded  the 

negotiations for the Columbia River 
Treaty that led to the construction of 
today’s hydroelectric dam system. 
As Celia Gunn has written, “ever 
since BC entered Confederation, the 
province has refused to acknowledge 
aboriginal rights.” Far more than 
merely the “theft of land and 
resources,” she explains, it is “the 
attempted destruction of… their 
whole right to exist as a people.” 
The Sinixt are attempting to reverse 
this attempted genocide by a writ 
filed with the BC Supreme Court 
for a land claim to their traditional 
territory north of the US-Canada 
border. 

Many locals fear this could 
deprive them of property but as 
Woffenden explains, native land 
claims do not include private property. 
Not surprisingly, some descendants 
of settler families hold the mistaken 
belief that the Sinixt never lived 
permanently in the Slocan Valley or 
Arrow Lakes but merely hunted and 
fished here. This myth stems from 
the fact that smallpox epidemics had 
already wiped out the majority of 
the population by the time explorer 
David Thompson arrived in the 
West Kootenay in 1811. The virus 
had been spread by inter-tribal trade 

from first contact with whites in the 
late 1700s. 

But as Woffenden explains, “The 
earliest archaeological findings in the 
Arrow Lakes date back about 9,000 
years with the discovery of big-
stemmed (arrowhead) points at Deer 
Park, just north of Castlegar.” This 
indicates that the Sinixt followed 
close on the heels of the last ice 
age, making their way to the valley 
bottoms as melting advanced. 
Traditional Sinixt pithouses have 
been excavated here dating to 
between 3,500-5,000 years ago, 
with permanent villages at Lemon 
Creek, Nakusp, Bonnington Falls, 
Vallican and South Slocan. Nakusp 
actually had two sites, one at the 
mouth of Kuskanax Creek and one 
in the village itself. Many more were 
discovered along the Columbia River 
from Kettle Falls to Revelstoke. 

Woffenden’s book adds to a 
growing body of published work 
about the Sinixt. The first book, Paula 
Pryce’s Keeping the Lakes Way, is 
primarily a scholarly ethnographic 
study, while Eileen Delahanty-
Pearkes The Geography of Memory 
does a thorough job of evoking Sinixt 
traditional culture and sense of place 
on the landscape. Woffenden fills in a 
gap by confirming beyond a shadow 
of doubt the traditional boundaries 

and extent of Sinixt territory in the 
West Kootenay. In his appendices, 
Woffenden takes apart one by one the 
rival land claims on Sinixt territory 
by Ktunaxa (Kutenai), Shuswap and 
Okanagan First Nations. In his view, 
these nations have been manipulated 
into a ‘divide and conquer’ tactic by 
the provincial government, since 
governments are reluctant to grant 
settlements where territories are 
disputed. Not coincidentally, the 
Columbia River Treaty comes up for 
renegotiation in 2014. 

Ghost People is available directly 
from the author at Howling Moon 
Productions, Box 214, Nakusp, BC 
V0G 1R0, or on order from local 
bookstores.

Nakusp author Cliff Woffenden has a new book

Ghost Peoples can be ordered through local bookstores.

submitted
On short notice, 50 people braved 

cold temperatures January 5 to express 
their desire for peace in the Middle 
East. The Nelson Peace Coalition 
organized an emergency candlelight 
vigil at the Nelson cenotaph under the 
banner ‘End the Violence in Gaza,’ 
to send a message to both sides in 
the Israeli / Palestinian conflict that 
peaceful means are more effective than 
violent methods for resolving conflict 
between people. Grant Clubine, a local 
activist who has been to Israel for the 
peace movement, spoke briefly.

Israel’s current mass attack with 
its armed forces against Gaza’s people 
is grossly out-of-proportion to the 

Nelson Peace Coalition holds 
emergency candlelight vigil

alleged provocation, the coalition 
believes. It says Canadian voters 
have the possibility, and perhaps 
responsibility as citizens blessed 
with peace and effective rights, to 
communicate with the government to 
make Ottawa change its policy in the 
present crisis. 

The Conservative Party, under 
the leadership of Stephen Harper, 
the coalition says, has taken a stance 
too closely aligned with Israel’s 
government and its military solutions 
to problems of peace and justice. 
Harper showed he would not criticize 
Israel in its invasion of Lebanon in 
2006, and is not criticizing it today for 
aggression in Gaza.

The coalition asks Canadians to 
make their government alter its foreign 
policy by communicating forcefully 
with the Prime Minister, the Foreign 
Affairs Minister, and their MP.  

“For a lasting peace, Israel must 
return to the borders it possessed 
before its 1967 military victory over 
three neighbouring Arab states,” 
the coalition says. “This surrender 
of conquered land is the unanimous 
UN resolution to address that war’s 
result.”

Nelson Peace Coalition meets at 
the United Church when convened, 
usually on Saturday afternoons. All are 
welcome. Information: Randy Janzen, 
250-354-4641.

The Nelson Peace Coalition organized an emergency candlelight vigil at the Nelson cenotaph under the banner ‘End 
the Violence in Gaza’ on January 5.
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416-Front St. • Kaslo • 353-2250

Go! Kaslo 
Winterhawks, 
Go!

Eric’s
Meat

Market
Salutes our National Winter 
Sport during Minor Hockey 

Week, 2008!
425 Front • Kaslo • 353-2436

Minor Hockey helps 
kids reach their 

goals in life!

Now 
sharpening skates!

6510 Highway 31 
Kaslo • 353-2533

Yack & 
Whack
salutes Minor 

Hockey in Kaslo

Hi Gillis!
420 Front St. • Kaslo 

353-2236 

North Kootenay
Veterinary Services

JB’s Pub & Restaurant
                       at

Kaslo Kindies: Back row: Coaches Jo Davie, Jamie Gray, Shaun Wilson. Front row: Lucas Dobkins, Kyler Surina, 
Aiden Wilson, Alii Simmonds, Ethan Gray, Mia Surina.

Kaslo Junior Novice: Back row: Ryan Tate, Willie Hoffman, Jill Anderson, Ken Austin, Jim Coghlan, Shane Abbey, Jo 
Davie, Lindsay McKinnon. Middle row: Colton Hawes, Kailen Coghlan, Jordie Behn, Callum McDougal. Front row: Liam 

Tremblay, Tyler Dobkins, Sage Matthews, Aza Hoffman, Justin Anderson, Jacob Chymko, Jenna Cameron.

Kaslo Senior Novice: Back row: Jill Anderson, Eric Early, Tyler Aasen, Ben Davie. Middle row: Bruce Matthews, 
Rowan Wiltse. Front row: Kai simmonds, Elijah Havers, Charlene Lay, Emily Early, Harley Command, Holly Boulton, 

Julian Enns. Missing: Brendan McIntyre, Ember Hartland.

Kaslo Winterhawks Atom team: Coaches Rob Tate and Scott Gillies. Missing Coach: Aeron James. Back row: Ellie Hewat, Ethan 
Early, Daniella Hansen, Savanah Cockrell, Haley James, Breanna Tate, Mieszka Weeks. Front row: Mikenna Hansen, Hannah 

Enns, Ayden Boulton, Shawn Ellard, Avery Enns, Hannah Command, Cole Bendis. Missing: Conor McIntyre and Catalina Hartland.

Kaslo Winterhawks Midget team: Back row:  Chad Jones, Cam Settle, Liam Mitchell, Morgan Mattes, Spencer Davie, 
Nick Jones, Cody Bens, Dustan Tyers. Coaches:  Mike Guttensohn, Ben Lang  (missing Bruce Walker) Front row: 
Nicolas Gagnon-Blackburn, Lindsay McKinnon, Jayson Foley, Tim Tyers, Matt Guttensohn, Alan Grant, Ben Davie.

Kaslo Bantam Winterhawks: Assistant Coach Rob Tate, Coach Glen McRae, Assistant Coach Colin Jacobs, 
Assistant coach, Shane Abbey. Back row: April Settle, Ava Collier, Peter Reimer, Alic Moore, Gillis Leathwood, Ross 

Jacobs, Jerrin Mills, Tasha Hewat, Andrew Pelletier. Front row: Rosemary Porter, Ryan Tate, Jesse Lay, Connor 
Robertson, Heidi Haegedorn, Kathryn Haegedorn.

Front Street 
Market

411 Front St. • Kaslo • 353-2331
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Kaslo 353-2217 • Nakusp 265-3605 • New Denver 358-2217

Congratulations to all 
the players on a 

great season, and 
enjoy Hockey Week!

Arrow Lakes Welding &
Scot Norsemen Enterprises

265-4406

Saddle Mountain 
Dental Clinic

86 Broadway • Nakusp 
265-9993

Nakusp Novice: Back row:  Darryl Fizzard, Ken Barisoff, Robert Coates. Middle row: Noah Fizzard, Adam Volansky, 
Killian McCrory, Kell Wictorin, Timothy Barisoff, Alexander Roberts, Anthony Maxinuk, Reid Bateman, Brody Herridge, 

Eric Vierra. Front Row: Garrett Waterfield, Madison McCrory, Devon Coates, Aidan Hascarl, Ledger Coates, Wyatt 
Petterson, Brayden Reardon, Kimberly Roberts, Jackson Herridge.

Nakusp Atoms: Back row: Debbie Hicks, Laurie Hicks, Greg Bobicki. Middle row: Logan Mengler, Ashlee Herridge, 
Ben Gardner, Logan Hascarl, Arturs Vilks, Dane Bateman, Liam Bobicki. Front row:  Jacob LaPlante, Reese McCrory, 

Viktors Vilks, Everett Hicks, Hailey Herridge, Caleb Bobicki. Missing: Kobe Nishida.

Nakusp Pee Wee: Back row: Barry Streliev, Richard Friedenberger. Middle row: Jake Williams, Brett Mengler, Kira 
Streliev, Zachary Friedenberger, Quentin Volansky, Nathan Hawe, AJ Hughes, Jordan Deakoff. Front row: Daniel 

Ponto, Dugan McInnes, Dane Bateman, Everett Hicks, Logan Mengler, Logan Hascarl, Josh Rivers, Maxwell McCoy.

Nakusp Bantam House team: Back row: Jessica Carter, Rod Zorn, Kris James, Logan Marshall, Connor Reimer, 
Immanuel Ens-Palmer, Brody Simpson, Kylie Carson, Mitchell Zorn, Jesse Jensen. Front row: Bryce Cann, Nathyn 

McInnes, Avery Palmer, Brandon Olson, Shea Weighill, Tyson Cann, Jordan Trenholm.

Nakusp Bantam Rep team: Back row:  Ralph Dachwitz, Jacob Balske, Kellan Nishida, Levi Cordingley, Damin Devlin, 
Dylan Hascarl, Jade Streliev, Carter Stenseth, Jordan Trenholm, Doug MacPherson. Front row: Greyson Reitmeier, 

Ryan Bateman, Cameron MacPherson, Mitchel Hascarl, Colton Dachwitz. Missing:  Mateus Dachwitz.
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North Kootenay 
Lake Community 
Services Society

 

Community Counsellor: Adult Mental Health 
and Addictions Case Manager / Child Youth 
Mental Health / Full Time 
North Kootenay Lake Community Services Society is seeking a 
unique, inspired caring professional to work in beautiful Kaslo 
BC as an Adult Mental Health and Addictions Case Manager 
and Child Youth Mental Health Counsellor. The position entails 
providing assessment, treatment planning, implementation and 
outcome evaluation for adult clients of the Mental Health and 
Addictions Outpatient Program in collaboration with physicians, 
psychiatrists and families. The position also requires experience in 
child centered and expressive therapies for children experiencing 
the onset and occurrence of mental health, emotional and 
behavioural issues. A working knowledge of DSM is required.
 
The position is 37.5 hours per week.

Benefits and professional development provided.

A Masters Degree in Social Work, Counselling Psychology or 
equivalent is preferred. A Bachelors Degree with equivalent 
experience and education in expressive therapies  for children 
and the mental health system may be considered.

Only candidates that can confirm long term commitment and 
residency in the Kootenay Lake area need apply

Please indicate a possible start date in your cover letter. 

Send resume and cover letter to administrator@nklcss.org or 
fax to 250-353-7694.   Closing date for applications is February 
6 at 5pm.

For more information see our website: www.nklcss.org

 

Nakusp & District Rotary 
Club presents its 11th Annual 

Dinner Theatre
Bedside Manor

A hilarious spoof in a hospital setting

February 13 & 14, 2009
Don’t disappoint your Valentine!

Get your tickets today!

Tickets are $35.00 
each, available at Hub 

International 
Barton Insurance 

Brokers, 
202 Broadway,

Nakusp 
Starting December 8, 

2008

Warning to dog 
owners
submitted

Nelson Conservation Officer 
Kyle Ackles has received a number 
of reports of dogs chasing deer in the 
Kaslo area and warns owners of the 
serious consequences of letting their 
dogs run loose.

Allowing a dog to chase wildlife 
is an offence under the Wildlife Act 
and the individual can face a fine 
up to $1,000 or a violation ticket 
of $345. 

“When dogs are allowed to run 
free and chase deer they will chase 
the animals to exhaustion and even 
death,” says Ackles. “Deer are very 
susceptible to this in the winter as the 
snow limits their ability to escape. If 
you keep your dog outside for part of 
the day, or even all day, please ensure 
it is unable to escape the perimeter 
of your property.” 

To report an environmental 
violation, phone 1-877-952-RAPP 
(7277). This number can be reached 
24 hours a day and the identity of all 
callers will remain confidential.

submitted by Aimee Watson, North 
Kootenay Lake Food Security 
Co-ordinator and Kaslo & Area D 
emergency preparedness committee 
member

Recent road closures, preventing 
suppl ies  f rom enter ing  our 
communities for two days, no doubt 
got many of us thinking about getting 
prepared for a similar event in the 
future. 

According to the Provincial 
Emergency Program, everyone 
should be prepared for 72 hours. 
Besides having enough food and 
water for three days, people are also 
expected to have an emergency kit 
ready in case of evacuation. For 
details on the kit, visit www.pep.
bc.ca or call the Regional District 
at 352-6665.  

Get prepared with an emergency food kit
The Kaslo Food Security Project 

recommends that people in more 
remote communities like ours have 
enough food on hand for two weeks. 
Aimee Watson, Kaslo’s food security 
co-ordinator, points out that the 
possibility of shipping interruptions 
increases the further the community 
is from a large city centre.

Kaslo Food Security contacted 
local merchants to assess how much 
food they would have on hand should 
trucks be unable to get to Kaslo. For 
some items such as dairy and meat, 
supplies would be exhausted within a 
week, while dry goods and vitamins 
would last about a month. In the 
winter and early spring, produce 
and fruit would be limited to a few 
days’ supply.

So, get ready for an emergency 
by ensuring that your cupboards are 
full of safe, healthy food. 
Planning your 
emergency food kit

The two important details 
to consider when planning your 
emergency food kit is proper storage 
and having foods your household 
usually consumes. Bulk bulgur for a 
family that generally eats pasta can 
increase the sense of anxiety during 
an emergency. You want the food in 
your emergency kit to be healthy, 
nutritious and comforting.

A good place to start is to 
note what your household most 
commonly consumes and then delete 
the perishable items. In the summer 
season, the abundance a backyard 
garden and fruit trees provide will 
help ensure perishable foods won’t 
be such a concern. However, it is 
always best to assume that your 

house may be without electricity and 
running water.  Foods that are non-
perishable, packed with nutrients 
(especially essential vitamins and 
minerals) and don’t require cooking 
are your best bets for an emergency 
food kit. Some suggestions are:

Grain Products: Bagel chips, 
canned pasta, cookies/biscuits (watch 
for too much sugar though, you don’t 
want two weeks of cookies to wreck 
a generally healthy household), 
crackers, Melba toast, bread sticks, 
rice cakes, pita chips, ready-to-eat 
breakfast cereal (individual serving 
packs), rice (quick cooking), soda 
crackers, granola bars (different 
varieties). 

Vegetables and Fruit: Any fruit 
or veggies you can access in season.  
Canned or dried are the most reliable 
out of season as freezers may thaw 
out after just a few days without 

power. Consider canning or drying 
extra from your garden for your 
emergency food kit. Applesauce, 
peaches, plums, pears are all easy to 
process and grow well in our area. 
In fact, you can usually pick free 
fruit if you contact your local Fruit 
Tree Project.

If you are able to pressure can 
or work with someone who knows 
how, you can take in more of the 
summer bounty and make super 
healthy soups, canned veggie soups, 
canned veggies such as peas, carrots, 
corn – again, house favourites.

If your house is blessed with a 
root cellar, keep a stock of food aside 
for an emergency and use it up when 
the season is about to produce the 
next bounty.

Milk and alternatives: Milk 
– condensed, dehydrated, or 
evaporated. 

Meat and alternatives: Canned 
beans (chickpeas, kidney beans), 
canned chili, canned fish (salmon, 
sardines, tuna), canned meat (ham, 
sausages), canned poultry (chicken 
or turkey), canned stew. Locate a 
knowledgeable person about making 
jerky and smoking meat; any local 
meat can then also be processed and 
saved for an emergency kit.

There are plenty of resources 
for everything from storage to how 
much each person might need in 
a two-week emergency. Watson 
recommends the book Making the 
Best of Basics by James Talmage 
Stevens. 

Some websites that offer overall 
preparedness information:

http://www.pep.bc.ca/hazard_
preparedness/26_Weeks_2007.pdf

http://www.redcross.org/images/
pdfs/preparedness/A5055.pdf

The empty shelves in local grocery stores during the recent highway closures due to avalanches will motivate people to 
get prepared with an emergency food kit.

Alberta company wins road-painting contract
submitted

The Province has awarded a five-
year contract for pavement marking 
services in the Kootenays to Lafrentz 
Road Marking of Acheson, Alberta. 
The contract is valued at $1.5 million 
in the first year.

Work will involve painting 
road markings, including lane and 
shoulder lines, and intersection and 
ramp lines. Approximately 2,600 
kilometres of primary roadway will 
be painted on an annual basis, while 

an additional 1,400 kilometres will 
be painted every two to three years.

The Kootenay service area stretches 
from Highway 23 at Mica Creek in the 
north to the Canada-US border, and 
Highway 3 from west of Rock Creek 
east to the Alberta border.

Next Valley Voice 
Deadline:

January 23,
2009
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Thank you 
Valley Voice
The only newspaper that 

tells us what is going on in 
the Kaslo area. The only 
newspaper that gives us a 

chance to say what we think 
about it, free of charge, in 
Voices from the Valleys.

Paid advertisement by Jane Lynch 
in support of the Valley Voice

NOTICE - VILLAGE
OF KASLO
SNOW REMOVAL
Heavy snow is clogging Kaslo streets. Please move all vehicles 
to the odd numbered side of your street on odd days, even on 
even days, until the Village can completely clear both sides 
of your street. Warn children of the real danger of playing in 
piles of snow on Kaslo streets. Village equipment operators are 
moving a lot of snow this winter and are vigilant but everyone 
must help to avoid tragedy- tell children not to play in piles of 
snow on Kaslo streets.

 Village of Kaslo
 Ph 250 353 2311

January Saturday Specials
Saturday, January 17

25-50% off all winter outer wear

Saturday, January 24
40% off all sweaters - Men’s & Ladies

Saturday, January 31
35% off all Men’s snap button shirts

30% off all ladies dressy styles

The Clothes Hanger will be open Saturdays in January. 
Re-opening with regular hours, February 3.

441 Front St. • Kaslo • 250-353-9688

submitted
The Kaslo Food Security Project 

of North Kootenay Lake Community 
Services is bringing together several 
experts to further the possibility of 
securing more food production for the 
Kootenays.

Join The Land Conservancy’s 
Ramona Scott and Farm Folk/City 
Folk’s Heather Pritchard, two of 
the best BC experts on land leases, 
land trusts and establishing farming 
co-operatives, to discuss the variety 
of options to join landless farmers 
with landowners. Both Scott and 
Pritchard have extensive experience 
in building relationships around food-

Food security event: joining landless farmers with farmland
based farming enterprises.

The gathering takes place on 
February 7 at Nelson United Church, 
602 Silica St, from 1-4 pm.

Most of us have heard about 
the 100 Mile Diet. Many Kootenay 
residents took the challenge last 
summer, buying more local food to 
support local farmers while building 
a more resilient local food system. 
Some of the key discoveries were 
the lack of local grain and, for many 
communities, an overall lack of local 
food available because we live with a 
deficit of farmers. 

The Cres ton Grain  CSA, 
spearheaded by the West Kootenay 

EcoSociety, was extremely successful 
at providing grain for many Kootenay 
residents. Now, we must look at how 
we can encourage and sustain more 
farmers to pick up a hoe and get 
digging.

As we are realizing the vast benefits 
of a localized, sustainable food system, 
we are increasing the demand for local 
food quicker than we are planting seeds 
to produce the bounty. 

We have also learned that to 
break ground and plant the fields, an 
individual must invest much time, 
sweat, energy and money to succeed. 
With land prices inhibiting the ability 
to farm profitably, this requires a 

community to ask farmers to virtually 
volunteer their time to provide the 
nourishment we all need. 

However, there are some great 
community-based solutions. There 
are many landowners who are unable 
to farm their land, but are open to the 
idea of others farming. As well, there 
are many farmers who lack access 
to land.

The Kaslo Food Security Project 
has been creating a database of land 
available as well as those looking for 
land to farm. If you fit into either of 
these categories, please contact us. 
This database will also be available for 
public viewing and further additions 

at the February 7 gathering. For 
more information, contact Aimee 
Watson at 250-353-7691 ext 207 or 
aimeewatson@nklcss.org.

submitted
On Thursday, January 29 at 7:30 

pm, Film Lovers in the Kootenays 

FLIKS and the Langham Gallery team up to show film
(aka FLIKS) and the Langham 
will treat Kaslo residents to one of 
FLIKS’ most popular and enduring 

films, The White Diamond, by famed 
filmmaker Werner Herzog.

Here, Herzog takes on the stuff 
of dreams, floating just inches above 
the jungle canopy in an airship that 
more resembles a soap bubble than 
an airship.

The White Diamond stars the 
sights, sounds and people of the 
Guyanese jungle and Kaieteur Falls 
(four times higher than Niagara Falls) 
and co-stars an infectiously charming, 
but arguably mad, scientist, Graham 
Dorrington. His dream to soar over 
the canopy is lent extra urgency by 
his memories of an earlier expedition 
gone tragically awry.

Along the journey, Mother 
Nature, myths and legends, and 
the dreams of man play out in this 
pristine part of the world. True to 
Herzog’s poetic style, this is one of 
the most uplifting and inspiring films 
we’ve seen, and is a FLIKS ‘Pick of 
the Fests.’

Entrancing and awe-creating, the 
film runs 90 minutes and is rated PG. 
Admission is $8 at the door of the 
Langham Cultural Centre in Kaslo. 
For more information go to www.

FLIKS.ca or call 1-866-FLIKSca.

Advertise in the 
Valley Voice

Your locally owned, independent 
community newspaper

Call 250-358-7218 for details
Email: valleyvoice@netidea.com

FLIKS and the Langham team up to present The White Diamond on January 29.
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Financial
Forum

with Debbie
Pereversoff

1127 4th St. Castlegar, BC  1-888-365-4888 • 365-2345

For Clients Who Appreciate...
Serious Planning... Serious Advice...

Serious Results...
Collin Ludwar - B.Comm, CFP  
Debbie Pereversoff - CFP, CSA 

Tim Affolter - CFP, FDS, CLU, ChFC
Financial Planners with 

Assante Financial Management Ltd.
www.affolterfinancial.com

BICYCLE SEASON STARTS MARCH 14!
Okay winter’s really here now and we’re all spinning and sliding the 

best we can at work or in play. Most bicycles are in quiet hibernation 
and will emerge again next spring, for better or worse... I’m mostly 
around over the winter so if you find yourself needing some obscure 
bike part or small repair done, just give me a call or wait ‘til spring.

HOME-BASED IN NEW DENVER  
250-358-2133

OFF-SEASON  
PHONE AHEAD, EH?

with 
Andrew 
Rhodes

Hooray for 
The Cup and 
Saucer!

Hey food fans, skill testing 
question: Think it will snow?

When do you suppose the five 
or so slides between New Denver 
and Kaslo will be cleared? Maybe 
by the time this issue goes to press. 
And speaking of slides and food, I’ve 
heard loose talk to the effect that the 
slide at Fish Lake came down with 
enough force to shatter the ice on 
the lake and push that ice up onto 
the highway... along with quite a few 
fish. How ‘bout a fish fry on Highway 
31A?

Seriously though, I have recently 
been to far-away Silverton and 
met Julie and Matthew Fry who 
now own and operate The Cup and 
Saucer, Silverton’s newest eatery and 

coffee drinkery. It’s located where 
Horsefeathers used to be, right in the 
epicenter of downtown Silverton, 
BC.

I went there with my fearless 
publisher to check things out. The 
first things we saw inside Matthew 
and Julie’s Cup and Saucer were 
beautiful baskets, hats, scarves, crazy 
socks, paintings, jewelry, books, 
stones, cards, candles, more baskets, 
and in the middle of it all two big 
slow cookers full of aromatic chili. 
Oh boy! One batch with meat, one 
vegetarian. Behind the counter was 
Matthew, who told us his last job 
behind a counter had been near the 
South Pole on a Russian icebreaker 
catering to eco-tourism groups. Then 
he and Julie met and split up four 
times on four continents. Now they’re 
together again on a continent called 
Silverton. 

Matthew and Julie had been living 
in Nelson for three years, and then 
last autumn they noticed a business 
in Silverton that was “sort of for 
sale.” After they first saw the place it 
took them an hour to decide to buy it, 
because, they say, they couldn’t think 
of a reason not to. One handshake 
later, and a contract written on a 
postcard, they owned the place. That’s 
the Slocan Valley for you.

Meanwhile, my fearless publisher 
and I ordered bowls of chili, both 
with meat. The chili was served up in 
big bowls along with rice. I finished 
mine first and immediately asked for 
another. While we happily consumed 
the excellent chili Matthew told us of 
their plans to knock out a few walls, 
move in a piano and other musical 
instruments and set the place up as a 
venue for performances of all kinds. 
I’ll be down there playing the piano. 
I promise. I’ll also be there eating. 
During the week there’ll be soups, 
curries and stews on offer. One of 
their soups that has been a “surprise 
hit” is Pear and Parsnip Soup. No 
kidding. Moonbow loves it! Also 
on the menu will be sandwiches and 
wraps of all kinds, frinstance egg 
salad, chicken, roast beef, corned beef 
and deviled eggs curry. Watch out for 
the cornbread, muffins and cookies. 
On the weekends, oceans of chili.

Matthew and Julie are very happy 
to be settled in this area. They’re 
not trying to get rich, these two. 
They know they’ve made the right 
decision. They wear their hearts on 
their sleeves, and love it when there is 
laughter in their Cup and Saucer. By 
the way, the coffee there is excellent. 
Go to Silverton. Go to The Cup and 
Saucer.

Don’t shoot the 
messenger!

As many of our clients know by now, 
financial planning is the cornerstone of 
our investment management. We begin 
every engagement with new clients by 
a thorough analysis of their situation 
and their goals. We then examine the 
feasibility of achieving those goals 
relative to their financial resources. That 
plan serves as a basis for the investment 
recommendations and is regularly 
updated to ensure we are always looking 
forward, taking new information into 
account as it becomes available.

A look at what the stock markets 
have done over the last ten years 
demonstrates why it is so crucial to have 
a plan and a well-diversified portfolio 
that is actively managed. The ten-year 
total return of the S&P 500 (the major 
US stock market index) as of December 
31, 2008 was virtually flat. Most people 
would consider ten years a fairly long 
time horizon and to have a minimal 
performance return just adds salt to the 
wound. On that note, it may be easy to 
point blame but I ask that you “don’t 
shoot the messenger!” 

This is little consolation for those 
investors who will be receiving their 
2008 year-end statements in the coming 
days. It was definitely a year that will go 

into the record books as being one of the 
worst on record. 

Even though this decade isn’t quite 
over yet, we are truly sitting in our 
own Lost Decade. Some investors may 
even be quipping about how they may 
have been better off had they invested 
in bonds, money market funds or term 
deposits over the last ten years. Believe 
it or not, in the 182-year history of the 
S&P 500 there have only been four other 
times when there was a rolling ten-year 
period that performed negative to flat. 
Aside from the most recent 1998 to 2008 
period, there was the ten-year period 
ending in 1974. Prior to that, another 
negative ten-year period was before 
many of us were even born--back in 
1920, 1896 and1876. Thankfully, these 
are indeed rare occurrences!

That being said, many people may 
still wonder how the markets could 
have gone through such an awful spell 
– and what came next? This is in no 
way meant to suggest that what has 
happened in the past is going to happen 
again in the future. We all know the “past 
performance is no guarantee of future 
performance” disclaimer. However, 
sometimes it is helpful to put the current 
environment into context by having a 
better understanding of market history.

Admittedly, what follows is merely 
historical data obtained by looking in our 
rearview mirror. It does not tell us when 
the current bear market will turn around 
or how bad it might get before it does. It 
does reveal that we have been through 
scary times before and eventually things 
do get better.

Framing the worst decade, the 1930s, 

consider the decades that followed. The 
1940s saw average annual market returns 
of 9.2% while the 1950s saw average 
annual returns of 19.4%. Imagine what 
an investor in 1939 might have been 
thinking after finding their investment 
portfolios worth less than it was ten years 
earlier. Could they really have expected 
their portfolio to increase by almost 
150% over the next ten years and by 
almost 1,300% over the next 20 years?

Again, I do not intend to suggest that 
we are on the cusp of such stratospheric 
returns – but I am suggesting it is 
practically impossible to predict exactly 
when the difficult times will end and 
when prosperity will begin again. 

We keep hearing the word ‘recession’ 
and this is typically diagnosed six 
months after it has started. By the time 
a recession is officially announced the 
stock markets may have already priced in 
the economic weakness. Stock markets 
generally start to rebound three to six 
months in advance of an economic 
recovery. 

To our clients and other investors 
who saw the last three months as an 
‘opportunity to invest’ rather than a time 
to ‘jump ship’– I applaud you. All that 
I can say is that since the low point of 
November 20, 2008 we have seen slow 
but steady improvement in the markets. 
We truly hope that 2009 is a time of 
renewed confidence and optimism as 
we enter a time of recovery and growth 
in the months ahead.

Debbie Pereversoff CFP CSA is a 
Certified Financial Planner and a Certified 
Seniors Advisor with her company The 
Affolter Financial Group Inc., in Castlegar.

Sticking with a 
‘shore’ thing

As I type up this column, the 
highway to Kaslo remains closed with 
all sorts of avalanche material being 
cleaned up and the highway south is 
only recently re-opened at the Slocan 
Bluffs. I’m hesitant to drive too far in 
case the road were to be closed behind 
me and going out skiing is really a crap 
shoot these days. Trail breaking is pretty 
tough and most snow slow and heavy to 
ski down thru…

For these reasons my skiing has 
been largely around the snowy streets 
of town and for the most part close to 
lake level. The  shoreline seems to be 
a ‘shore thing’ to do these days and the 
current snow conditions favour this idea. 
Every winter as the lake level drops you 
can explore big stretches of shoreline 
that are submerged the rest of the year 
and the water is something flat in this 

steep world.
The other day I ski-skated some 

streets of New Denver and ended up at 
Bigelow Bay Regional Park at the north 
end of the village. The snow was kinda 
lousy from all the stuff fallen from the 
big trees there so I zipped down to the 
beach to have a look at the lake. Here I 
found a uniform blanket of dense settled 
snow and it was easy to ski the wide 
shore snowpack all the way down to 
Carpenter Creek and then join into the 
established ski paths going up the creek 
to the highway.

Still drawn to the lake I drove to 
Rosebery at one point to ski the Galena 
trail from the log dump south towards 
New Denver, thinking I could end up 
at the golf course for a few laps. After 
a short distance I got tired of all the 
bent over snowy branches in my way 
so again I zipped down to the shore and 
skied back to the log dump and did a 
quite scenic loop all along the perimeter 
of the unused lower section. Again the 
snow was amply deep at the lakeside 
and except for some boom logs scattered 
about, it was clear going.

With the snowfalls that have 
happened to create this year’s unusual 
and dangerous snowpack, I was intrigued 

to find a lot of settlement occurring as I 
skied along, especially in the open flats. 
Settlement is as much a feeling as it is 
a sound and the deep wump means that 
the area around you, possibly quite large, 
has collapsed together in layers and even 
if this drop is just a centimetre, it can be 
the trigger to make unstable slopes take 
off. The same wump sound happens if 
you shovel off any roofs these days as 
well and this can be a good lesson in how 
the general snowpack is everywhere.

The other really nice lakeside tour 

I’ve done lately was along the old stretch 
of Hwy 6 coming north out of Slocan 
City up the east side of Slocan Lake. This 
is a popular place for walkers, cyclists 
and rock climbers all summer and fall 
but it is wonderful to ski as well. You 
can start from the lot right at Springer 
Creek Sawmill in Slocan, but I started 
from the large pullout on the modern 
highway about 5 km north of the turnoff. 
The pullout is on the lakeside and well 
plowed with the old highway merging in 
at the north end and from that point it’s 3 

or 4 km back to the sawmill.
You can use some imagination to 

find safe places to ski these days while 
the hazard is high in the backcountry, and 
see some places you may otherwise have 
ignored. These are also good places to try 
out those new snowshoes you may have 
got for Christmas. Take your time and 
take your lunch and a camera.

Peter Roulston owns the Bicycle 
Hospital in New Denver and doesn’t like 
avalanches very much. 250-358-2133

Get Outta Town
with 

Peter 
Roulston

*A change in hours for The 
Cup and Saucer Cafe.......*

January-May
Closed Sundays.

Monday-Friday 8.30am-3pm
Saturday 10am-3pm

Lunch served 11am–3pm

*Special Events......*
An evening @ The Cup

Book a seat at The Cup and Saucer for a night of good grub and Trivia.
January 17th 6pm.

Come in or call us for more details 250 358 2267

On Saturday Jan 3rd 2009 our 4-year-old son Tom hurt 
himself bad enough to need a Ambulance and a visit to the 
Emergency Room. This as it turns out this was not as easy 
as it sounds. It’s a long story.......another time. Many friends, 
neighbours and strangers help us on that day and we would 
like to thank them a million times over, because without them 
we really would have been “without a paddle”! Tom recovered 
from his injury and is concentrating on the next one.

Thanks. Matthew & Julie Fry (The Cup and Saucer)
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Fern’s
Now delivering to New Denver 

& Silverton on Saturdays!
Call me and we can arrange anything!
KASLO: Phone/Fax: 1-250-353-7474

WEST KOOTENAY
MACHINE SHOP

915 Front Street
Nelson, BC V1L 4C1
(Railway Side Access)

General Machining
Parts Repaired or 

Remanufactured

Shop Phone/Fax
250-352-2123

Dave Smith     Owner/Machinist

Slocan Auto &
Truck Repairs

24 hour towing 
BCAA, Slocan, BC  

355-2632

111 Mcdonald Drive, Nelson, BC
ph 250-352-3191

sales@mainjet.ca • www.mainjet.ca

NAKUSP GLASS
201 Broadway

265-3252
The clear choice for 
all your glass needs!

SALES & SERVICE
98 - 1st Street, Nakusp • 265-4911

OPEN 6 DAYS A WEEK
CHAINSAWS
• Stihl
• Husqvarna
MOWERS
• Snapper
• Toro
• Lawnboy

TRIMMERS
• Homelite
• Stihl • Toro
• Husqvarna
SMALL ENGINES
• Tecumseh
• Briggs & Stratton

AUTOMOTIVE • SMALL MOTORS • MACHINE SHOP
Caribou Service
(250) 265-3191

5549 Frontage Road
Burton, BC

24 Hr Towing and Recovery
Auto Repairs & Tires

Auto Parts

FLORIST

24 HOuR TOWING
1007 HWY 23, NAKuSP

PH: 265-4577

• welding repairs • full service 
& repair • licenced technician • 

radiator repairs & service • mobile 
service available • fast, friendly 

BUSINESS DIRECTORY

and

INDUSTRIES
Your Friendly neighbourhood Mechanic

•Automotive Electrical Specialist  •BC Certified Mechanic
• Certified Vehicle Inspector  •Small Engine Certified

(250) 353-2800 • 8845 Hwy 31 • Kaslo

MOUNTAIN VALLEY STATION
BOTTLE DEPOT

Slocan City • 355-2245
Open MON - SAT  9-5

Your “Bottle Drive” Specialists

CLEANING

RECYCLING
Mark Adams

Certified General Accountant
P.O. Box 279
New Denver, BC 
V0G 1S0

BUS. 250-358-2411

ACCOUNTANT

Beside Slocan Park Service
2976 Highway 6, Slocan Park

JEWELRY
Jo’s Jewelry

Custom work and repair in 
silver and Gold, by appointment

358-2134
new denver, Goldsmith Jo-anne barClay

Nakusp   265-4406

BCAA Towing

COMPUTER

ken@palmercomputerservices.com

Palmer 
Computer 
Services

- Repairs 
- Upgrades 

- Consulting
Microsoft Certified 
Systems EngineerPhone: 355-2235

Advertise in the Valley Voice
Your locally owned, independent 

community newspaper

Personal Classified Ads 
start at $8.00

Call 358-7218 for details

Business Classified Ads 
start at $10.00

Call 358-7218 for details

NAKuSP CLEANING SERVICE
RESIDENTIAL

Quality home cleaning, when you don’t have the time

COMMERCIAL
Business and Office

CONSTRuCTION
Drywall clean-up, paint and other

CALL KIM FOR MORE DETAILS • 250-265-3850

New SPEARHEAD CD
available!

Many more new & used CDs every week

Thousands of used Books 
and new & used CDs

Packrat annie’s
411 Kootenay St. Nelson 354-4722

WE WOULD LIKE TO THANK 
the companies, businesses, merchants, 
vendors, supporters, family and friends, 
and everyone up and down the valley for 
donating your goods and for supporting our 
benefit dinner/dance on December 6, 2008. 
Happy Holidays and all the best in the New 
Year to you all.

-Love Dean and Candice Mikkelsen
A HUGE THANK YOU to all of the 
businesses and community members for 
your support towards the benefit dinner/
dance and the raffle for Candice and Dean 
Mikkelsen. Your generosity has gone a 
long way and will never be forgotten. The 
winners of the raffle were: 1st (Logging 
Truck Load of Wood) Herman Hiebert, 
2nd (Dump Truck Load of Top Soil) Angle 
Shields, 4th ($300 basket) Jesse Oldham, 
and 5th (Basket of Baking) Susan Johnson.

COMING EVENTS
THE AGM FOR LACE is a public 
meeting. We will be making decisions 
about the Great Wall Project and welcome 
an exchange of ideas on Wednesday, Feb 4, 
7:00 pm, at the Bosun Hall.
“LOCAVORES’ FEAST” (100 Mile 
Winter Potluck). Six Slocan Valley Minutes 
(Sign-up at the door!) 5pm Saturday 
January 24, Vallican Whole Community 
Centre. Info: 250-226-7730.
THE ALFA GUILD GALLERY will be 
holding their AGM Sun Feb. 15th 2009 
at 2 pm, in the Selkirk College building. 
All members are encouraged to attend and 
anyone from the general public who is 
interested in the arts and promoting area 
artists please accept this as your invitation 
to get involved.
17th ANNUAL WINTER BLUES 
BOOGIE, Silverton Hall, Saturday, 
Feb. 7th, 8:30pm-2:00am. Two hot 
six-piece R&B bands, No Excuse, and 
special guests Lazy Poker Blues Band. 
Refreshments, no minors. Sold out last 
11 years! Tickets $15, Nelson: Hemp & 
Co; Kaslo: Figments; Valley: Winlaw 
Minimart; Nakusp: Broadway Deli Bistro; 
New Denver: Mountainberry, Appletree; 
Silverton: Cup and Saucer, SBS. Lodging: 
250-358-7765.

FERTILITY AWARENESS COURSE, 
3 Saturdays, 2-4:30pm; Nelson: 1/31, 2/28, 
4/4 at the Family Place; Winlaw: 1/24, 2/21, 
3/28 at the Meeting House. Call 250-226-
7116 for info and to register.
YOGA IN THE VALLEY! Anusara-inspired 
hatha flow Winter Season begins January 7: 
Winlaw Meeting House: W, 6-7:30pm and 
Sa Women’s Class, 11am-12:30, suitable 
for childbearing year; South Slocan Baladi 
Studio (old schoolhouse): Su, 10-11:30am; 
Slocan City Graham School: M, 6:30-8pm; 
Slocan City Fitness Centre: W, 9:30-11am. 
For info call Kate, 250-226-7116.
K O O T E N AY R E S T O R AT I V E 
JUSTICE is hosting a RESTORATIVE 
JUSTICE TRAINING OPPORTUNITY, 
January 30, 31 and February 1st at Central 
School in Nelson (Friday evening is an 
information session, everyone is welcome). 
*Restorative Justice principles focus on 
repairing the harm done when an offence 
occurs. The facilitator training course give 
the skills necessary to lead victim-offender 
healing circles and also skills valuable for 
work, volunteer and daily life experiences. 
Registration is required by January 22nd 
for catered meal planning. Call Suzanne at 
250-226-7942 or Carol at 250-358-2125 or 
email krjustice@wegcss.org.
L U C E R N E  ‘ Y O U N G  W O R D S ’ 
WRITING COFFEE HOUSE –Thursday, 
January 22, Silverton Gallery, 6:30 pm. 
Refreshments. Admission by donation.
FAIR VOTING-Learn about the electoral 
reform referendum question, and why the 
Citizen’s Assembly on Electoral Reform 
recommends Single Transferable Vote 
(STV). Citizen’s Assembly member Gladys 
Brown will discuss the why and how of 
STV.  Regional tour stops: Meadow Creek 
Sunday Feb. 1; Nelson Monday Feb. 
2; Castlegar Tuesday Feb. 3; Rossland 
Wednesday Feb. 4. Sponsored by FairVote 
BC-Kootenay region. Details 250 825-9282 
or info@kootenaystv.com.
VALHALLA SUMMER SCHOOL of 
Fine Arts Society will be holding its Annual 
General Meeting on Saturday January 17th, 
2009 - 7pm at the Hidden Garden Gallery, 
New Denver, BC. New members are most 
welcome.

FOR RENT
LARGE 3 BEDROOM apartment in 
Silverton above Grocery Store. $525.00/
month plus utilities. References. Call 250-
358-2293.
SUITE FOR RENT on acreage one mile 
from Nakusp. 3 bedrooms, appliances. 
$800/month. 250-860-0736.

FOR SALE
MOUNTAIN CORAL PRODUCTS are 
available again in New Denver. Selling skin 
care bars and powdered Mountain Coral. 
Call 250-358-7171.
DOME SWEET DOME - own an eco-
friendly, monolithic dome. Overstock 
available at one time only price. Call toll 
free at 1-877-982-3322. www.cwdg.ca. 

FOuND
CAMERA FOUND in New Denver in 
the upper graveyard. For identification and 
return, call Geoff, 403-569-5896.

HEALTH
YOGA AT THE DOMES - MONDAY 
MORNINGS  9-10:30 am – Jan. 12 through 
Feb. 9 FLOW CLASS - Aligning movement 
with breath - bring the body alive through 
the flow of Hatha Yoga through pose and 
counter pose. Class open to the beginning 
student as well as the seasoned student. 
THURSDAY AFTERNOONS - 3:30-5:00 
pm - Jan. 15 through Feb. 12 WINTER 
ROOTING - A time to slow down and 
deeply rejuvenate through  simple postures, 
to open up the breath and restore the body 
and mind. Open to all levels.

FULL SPECTRUM BODY WORK 
offers deep tissue and stress reduction 
treatments in the privacy of your own 
home. For additional info and to book 
appointments please call 358-6808.
PILATES WITH SUSAN in Nakusp - 
Discover this powerful, head to toe, workout 
for all fitness levels. Call 265-4952 or visit my 
website at www.susanspilates.com..

HELP WANTED
HOME SUPPORT WORKER wanted 
4 hours/day weekends for disabled 
independent male. Need Care-Aide course 
or equivalent. Reply to Box 433, New 
Denver, V0G 1S0.
EARLY CHILDHOOD EDUCATOR 
with current licence wanted for part-time 
position at the New Denver Nursery School. 
Send resume to Slocan Lake Early Learning 
Society, Box 466, New Denver, BC  V0G 
1S0 by January 16.
INTERESTED INDIVIDUALS are 
invited to submit their names to the Winlaw 
StrongStart Centre to be on a “substitute 
list” for the Centre, which is located at 
Winlaw Elementary School. Early Childhood 
Educator certification required, first aid 
and food safe qualifications desired. Please 
send a resume and a letter indicating your 
availability to coordinator@wegcss.org. For 
more info, call Val at 250-226-6979.

ANNOuNCEMENT
MARK AND HOOT OWL PERRY are 
delighted to announce the birth of their 
grandson, Landon Thomas Perry, born 
November 8, 2008 to Ave and Loretta of 
Golden, BC.
I T ’ S  T I M E  TO  R E N E W  y o u r 
memberships for the New Denver Fitness 
Center. The annual cost is a mere $20. There 
will be a code change on February 31st that 
will be passed on to paid up members only. 
Please contact Donna Jean at 358-7200 or 
at 358-2847 (Garden Graces).

AuTOMOTIVE
HEAVY DUTY pickup or truck tire 
chains. Fits tire sizes 265-70-17, 285-70-
17, 285-75-16 and more. Like new. $125 
358-2145.

BuSINESS OPPORTuNITIES
WANT TO START YOUR OWN 
BUSINESS?  Community Futures 
offers business counselling and start-up 
information. Appointments available in 
Nakusp and New Denver. Contact Farhana 
Dumont at 265-3674, ext. 201 or email 
nakusp@futures.bc.ca.

CALL FOR SuBMISSIONS
ARROW LAKES FINE ARTS (Alfa 
Guild Gallery), is currently accepting 
submissions for Summer 2009 Season. 
Deadline is March 15, 2009.  Submission 
requirements are: description of proposed 
exhibit, CV or Biography, an Artist’s 
Statement and minimum of 10 images. 
Please include a SASE for return of 
submission package. Mail to Selection 
Committee, ALFA Guild Gallery, Box 
155, Nakusp, BC V0G 1R0  Please contact 
Denyse @250-265-4996, Holly @250-265-
3732 or email alfaguild@telus.net. 

CARD OF THANKS
George Meier and Therese DesCamp 
want to send a special thanks to Tamara and 
Curtis of Nuru, who donated so generously 
to the Valhalla Mile fundraiser in December 
and then got left out of the thank-you ad.  
Support this magnanimous local business!
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COMMUNITY

• Spring Cleaning • Home Detailing 
• House Prepping • Painting

Call now for your free consultation!
265-0241

Window 
Washing 
Gutter 

Cleaning 

HALL LUMBER 
& BUILDING SUPPLIES

Open Mon, Tues, Wed, Fri & Sat 
10 am to 5 pm

PHONE 250-269-0043
Find us at 280 Lower Inonoaklin Rd. 

Edgewood, BC

COLES RENTALS
HEATERS (PROPANE & ELECTRIC)

PLATE TAMPERS, JUMPING JACKS, REBAR 
BENDER JACKHAMMERS, HAMMER DRILLS, 

CONCRETE MIXERS, CONCRETE SAWS, 
TILECUTTERS, BLOCKCUTTERS, SCAFFOLDING, 

FLOOR SANDERS, NAILERS - ALL TYPES, 
LM ROTARY LAZER TRANSIT, GENERATORS, 
WATER PUMPS, COMPRESSORS, INSULATED 
TARPS, PRESSURE WASHERS, ROTO TILLER, 

PROPERTY PIN LOCATOR, CHIPPER/SHREDDER, 
GAS POST HOLE DIGGER, WOODSPLITTER 

...AND MUCH MORE!
PHONE 358-2632
1-888-358-2632

FOR ALL YOUR 
PROPANE NEEDS

359-7373
1-800-471-5630

Your local bulk dealer & service centre

• Ready Mix Concrete • 
• Lock Blocks • Septic Tanks •

• Drain Rock • 
• Road Crush • Sand & Gravel • 

• Dump Trucks • Excavator • 
• Crusher •

• Coloured Concrete • 
• Site Preparation •

Box 1001, Nakusp, BC, V0G 1R0
Ph. 265-4615 • 265-4328 (eves)

Lower Arrow Contracting
• Residential & Commercial 

Construction  
Property development, subdivision & services

For estimates or consultation call
Bob or Kevin (250) 269-7497

Installation and maintenance 

call Jim Berrill
(250) 359-5922

JEMS Propane Ltd.

ICF Building Products
“We provide Star Service”    

1-888-289-4731

EQUIPMENT RENTAL

T-SHIRTS
Tradesman Electric

commercial • residential 
new construction • renovations

Reliable friendly service
Free Estimates Call Steve 226-7163

CONSTRUCTION • HOME • GARDEN 

YOUR VALLEY COMFORT AND BLAZE KING DEALER 
SPECIALIZING IN WOOD/ELECTRIC, WOOD/OIL AND 

WOOD/GAS COMBINATION FURNACES
Certified • Insured

COMPLETE SALES 
SERVICE AND 
INSTALLATION

Slocan City, BC • (250) 355-0088
website: www.kootenayfurnace.com

email: kfurnace@netidea.com

P&L Flooring Sales
265-9955

Locally owned & operated in Burton 
Serving the Arrow & Slocan Lakes areas

Hundreds of styles to 
choose from!!

BUSINESS DIRECTORY

Legendary Meats 

Bulk - Beef, Pork, Buffalo 
and Sausage Sales

Custom Cutting & Sausage 
Making, Curing & Smoking 

of Bacons & Hams
Open 7 days a week

9 am till 6 pm
Phone: 226-7803

2826 Hwy 6 • Slocan Park

MEAT CUTTING
Crescent Bay 

Construction Ltd.
Eric Waterfield — Construction

Nakusp, BC • Ph. 250 265-3747 • Fx. 250 265-3431 
• Email cresbay@telus.net

sales@kootenaykrittertshirts.com • www.kootenaykrittertshirts.com
We can design shirts for other small businesses!!!

Peter’s New & Used Windows & More
Sales & Installations

• Energy Efficient Vinyl & Wood Windows •
• Residential Installations & Renovations/Upgrades •

• Wooden & Metal Doors •
Peter Demoskoff • Cell: 250-608-0505

Tel: 250-399-4836 • Fax: 250-399-4831
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IN MEMORIAM
IN REMEMBRANCE of our beloved 
parents Andrew Stanley Leathwood who 
left us January 10th, 2008 and Shelagh 
Leathwood, February 6th, 1996 and our 
sister Kathleen Shelagh (Leathwood) 
Wynnychuk who passed away December 
18th, 1985 – 
“A daily thought, a silent tear, A secret wish 
that you were here. An empty space that no 
one can fill. We miss you, Mom, Dad and 
Kathy, and always will.”

Your loving family -  Pat (John) Dooley, 
Andy Leathwood (Liz Ross), Molly 

Leathwood (Derek Robertson), Mike 
(Celia) Leathwood, Irene (Brett) Regier, 
Barry (Stephanie) Leathwood and their 

families.
LOST

MISSING: 1 black RCA Lyra mp3 player 
& headphones. 8 gb, contains music & 
photos. 1 silver Sony digital camera. lost 
New Year’s Eve, probably in/near Bosun 
Hall. did you pick one up? call 358-2642.

NOTICES
F O R  I N F O R M AT I O N  O N  A A 
MEETINGS contact Therese 358-7904; 
John 265-4924; Tonio 358-7158; Dave 
353-2658; Joan 355-2805; Dan 359-7817; 
Bill 226-7705.

SLOCAN VALLEY RECREATION
SNOWSHOEING ADVENTURE DAYS - With Shanoon Bennett. Jan. 17th & 24th. 
Great for families.
TUMBLEWEEDS - Ages 0 to 4 years. Mon./Wed. Crescent Valley Hall. 10:00-11:30 
a.m.
CLASSIC PILATES IN SLOCAN  - Tuesdays, WE Graham School, 5:15-6:15 p.m.
FITNESS CLASSES AT CRESCENT VALLEY - Boot Camp, Mondays, Body Alive 
Wednesdays, Pilates Fusion Thursdays. 6:30 to 7:30 p.m.
STROLLERCIZE - Fitness class where young kids can be brought along. Slocan Park 
Hall Thursdays at 10:00 a.m.
BUILDING A BASIC WEB PAGE - Jan. 21st to Feb. 4th (Wed.)
NATASHA SMITH ART CLASSES - Low Tech Printmaking - Jan. 22nd to Feb. 26th; 
Be Creative (don’t just think about it) - Jan. 26th to Mar. 2nd.
WORKPLACE FIRST AID - Jan. 24th & 31st (Sat.) Crescent Valley Hall
TRAVELS IN VIETNAM - Thurs. Jan. 29th, Slocan Park Hall 7:00 p.m.

226-0008

PERSONALS
LATE NOVEMBER, late in the day, a 
shared smile in CU in ND. You possibly 
a white van? Me in a fedora. I found your 
key. istar@uniserve.com.

SENIORS HOuSING
THE SLOCAN VALLEY Seniors’ 
Housing Society is accepting applications 
for residency at Passmore Lodge, a beautiful 
and affordable 10 unit Independent Seniors’ 
living facility in Passmore BC. Please 
contact the Manager at 250-226-7136 for 
an application or to arrange a tour of the 
building. For pictures and more information 
go to www.SlocanValley.com and search 
the Valley Directory for PASSMORE 
LODGE.

SERVICES
RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL 
SEPTIC TANK CLEANING: “Serving 
the Valley” 7 days/wk, 24-hr. All-Around 
Septic Services, Don Brown (250) 354-
3644, emergency 352-5676.
ROGAN ELECTRIC  Residential, 
commercial, industrial wiring. Local 
references available. All work guaranteed. 
“We get the job done.” 353-9638.
SNOW REMOVAL – roofs and driveways. 
Call Mitch 250-358-7742.

submitted
A new online tool will improve 

road safety by making it easier to 
identify and report unsafe driving 
of forestry vehicles and logging 
trucks.

“There’s no room on forestry 
roads for aggressive or careless 
driving,” said Minister of Forests 
Pat Bell. “We can only correct 
unsafe driving if we are able to track 
the vehicle back to the responsible 
driver or company. There are now 
about 5,000 forestry vehicles and 
logging trucks carrying special plates 
designed to help road users identify 
and report dangerous incidents.”

Originated by Canfor, the 
Vehicle Identification Number Plates 
Program was subsequently adopted 
and expanded by Forestry TruckSafe. 
The program involves a special plate 
mounted to the front bumper of a 
registered truck or vehicle.

The special plate, supported by 
an online registry and a TruckSafe 
hotline, makes it simpler and easier to 
report unsafe driving incidents.

Road users can access the registry 
to identify the vehicle owner, and 
then contact the company directly to 
report the event or to file a complaint. 
Or they have the option to request 
TruckSafe to follow-up with the 
company involved.

“The identification plates program 
has proven effective in enabling the 
forest sector to self-monitor and be 
more accountable for its driving 
performance,” said MaryAnne 
Arcand, Forestry TruckSafe director. 

Plates program goes online to increase road safety
“The online registry will give us an 
even better grip on unsafe driving. 
It can also be used as a way to 
highlight good driving records and 
safe operators behind the wheel.”

The Vehicle Identification 
Number Program is voluntary, and 
has been widely implemented in 
several regions of the province, 
including the Omineca, Bulkley-
Nechako and North Thompson. 
Forestry TruckSafe would like to see 
it expanded province-wide to include 
other regions such as the Okanagan, 

Kootenays, and Vancouver Island.
The vehicles currently registered 

in the program range from pick-ups 
to dump trucks to logging trucks. 
These vehicles belong to logging 
contractors, forests companies, 
silviculturalists, the Ministry of 
Forests and Range, BC Timber Sales, 
the Ministry of Environment, road 
maintenance crews and First Nations, 
as well as other stakeholders with 
small fleets of forestry vehicles.

The online registry can be 
accessed at www.bcforestsafe.org/.

Kootenay Real Estate Board 
president Andrew Smith comments, 
“2008 was the year that realtors 
expected was coming – a year where 
the extremely active markets of the 
past few years would slow and take 
a breath.” 

According to the Kootenay Real 
Estate Board, the market in 2008 
“showcased elevated inventory levels 
as more sellers listed their real estate 
for sale and introduced buyer’s market 
conditions.”

Inventory levels – as opposed 
to sales – were approximately 70% 
higher than 2007, finishing the year 
over 60% higher than the year prior.

However, Smith says, “What 
I find encouraging about the state 
of our markets is [that] the stability 
of the average price per unit…has 
increased slightly over 2007. Specific 
markets have experienced declines, 
but generally the numbers show that 
there is still good value in real estate 

What’s happening with real estate in the Kootenays? 
in the Kootenays.

“We anticipate that 2009 will 
see the markets reach stability with 
inventory levels dropping to reflect 
demand. We also anticipate buyer 
activity stabilizing as consumers 
adjust to the current national financial 
news. 2009 should be a year where 
the balance between MLS® listing 
inventory, unit sales and dollar 
volume converges to create favourable 
conditions for buyers and sellers in 
most Kootenay real estate markets.”

Dollar volume of all sales 
processed through the Kootenay 
Real Estate Board reached over $768 
million in 2008, a drop of 32% from 
2007 levels that saw a record $1.13 
billion of real estate changing hands.

The price of the average residential 
detached house sold on the Multiple 
Listing Service® in 2008 rose by 
nine per cent to $316,600 compared 
to the amount of $291,532 reported 
in 2007.  
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HEALTH
Hand & Soul Healing Centre

Chiropractor, Larry Zaleski, D.C.
Mondays & Fridays - Silverton

Every other Wednesday in Winlaw or Nakusp
Counsellor/Healing Facilitator

Sue Mistretta, M.A., CCC.
358-2177 Silverton & Winlaw

Susan L. Yurychuk • 250-358-6804
By Appointment Only • New Denver

myofascial release • deep tissue massage • relaxation massage

MASSAGE

 Passmore
 Laboratory Ltd.
Water Testing • Flow Measurements
CAEAL certified to test drinking water
We’re in the Valley at: 1-250-226-7339
Jennifer & Tony Yeow passlab4@netidea.com

RESTAURANT/WINE & BEER

Ann’s Natural Foods
Ann Bunka

- 358-2552 -
805 Kildare St., New Denver

• Zack Graphics & Inks •
Printer Sales ~ Discount Inkjet Cartridges
Photo Papers ~ Guaranteed Inkjet refills

eBay Marketing ~ Digitial Design

250-358-2111 • izack@telus.net
612 Josephine St. • Box 292 • New Denver, BC V0G 1S0

Beside Slocan Park Service
2976 Highway 6, Slocan Park

Wine & Beer Making Kits 
to satisfy all budgets!

Winlaw Brew-Op

5972 Cedar Creek Road, Winlaw • 226-7328

Take-Home Kits, or Brew it with us!
Open 11:00 to 6:00 Tues. to Sat.

    WINTER HOuRS
      8 AM - 9 PM

QUALITY PIZZA anytime!
265-4880
Air Conditioned

93-5th Ave. Nakusp
Non-Smoking

laceNick’s

P
Seven Days a Week!

Open Tuesday - Sunday
9 am - 4 pm

Main St. New Denver 358-2381

Specialty Coffees, Teas, 
U-Brews and Kits for Home
                    • Open Every DayNAKuSP  265-4701

Slocan Village Market
Groceries, fresh produce, fresh meat, 

Agency Liquor, organic foods, 
in-store deli, in-store bakery.

Open 7 days/week, 9 am - 8 pm
Slocan, BC • ph:355-2211 • fax: 355-2216

Lemon Creek 
Lodge & Campground

Year-round facility
Licensed Restaurant
Open Thurs - Sun

5 PM - 8 PM
1-877-970-8090 tfn

www.jonesboysboats.com
Ainsworth, British Columbia

4080 Hwy 31 N
Call: 1-877-552-6287

(250) 353-2550 Fax (250) 353-2911

HARBERCRAFT

LESTER KOENEMAN
Phone 265-3128 or

24-hour Fax 265-4808
Broadway St. Nakusp

Ph: 359-7111  Fax: 359-7587
www.playmorpower.com

Playmor Junction Hwy 6 & 3A
1043 Playmor

ENGINEERED WITH YOU IN MIND

PAuLA CONRAD
HOME: (250) 358-2707

Selkirk realty
265-3635

Free Consultation

E-mail: paulaconrad@royallepage.ca
Website: www.royallepage.ca/selkirkrealty

HuB INTERNATIONAL 
BARTON 

INSuRANCE 
BROKERS

For all your 
INSuRANCE 

needs
265-3631

1-800-665-6010

NEW DENVER  
358-2443 358-7292

Your Local Grocer

SILVERTON

The Apple Tree 
Sandwich Shop

Soup, Sandwiches & Desserts
358-2691

Mon. - Fri. 7 A.M. - 4 P.M.
Sat. 11 A.M. - 4 P.M.

 GROCERY • HEALTH FOOD

RECREATION

PROFESSIONAL SERVICES

REAL ESTATE

Advertise in the Valley Voice. It pays!!!
Call 358-7218 for details • email: valleyvoice@netidea.com • website: www.valleyvoice.ca

BUSINESS DIRECTORY

WRITER/EDITOR

Colour/B&W Laser Printing/Copying • Digital Photography
Word processing • Scanning • Faxing • Binding • Laminating
CUSTOM CARDS • BROCHURES • CALENDARS • NEWSLETTERS

The best selection of photo cards of local views anywhere
1007 Josephine St. (Box 298), New Denver

Ph. 358-2435     essay@direct.ca     Fax 358-2607

Tammy Peitzsche
“Your Valley Realtor”
   - Competence
   - Integrity
   - Results
Free Market Evaluation
isoldit@shaw.ca
250 365-9640

• Photo Corrections • Photo Enlargements 
• Photo Restoration • Photo Printing 

• Poster Printing • Large format Printing
Jo Brown, Winlaw, BC • 250-226-7792

jbrown@wallshots.ca

¶

• Health Products, healing sessions
• New Age cards & books
• Sensual products

320 BROADWAY ST. NAKuSP  265-3188

Health Centre

¶¶ ¶¶¶

Re-Awakening

Kootenay Restorative 
Justice 

working toward 
restoring balance 

and healthy communication in 
our communities

krjustice@wegcss.org

Bosun Hall 
For all occasions with 
rates to suit your needs. 
Rentals of tables, chairs, 
dishes. Bev 358-7771 or 
carolbellbc@yahoo.ca

MASSAGE THERAPIES
Myofascial, Swedish, Lymphatic, Joint Play, Craniosacral, 

Visceral, Somatoemotion, Chakras, Nutrition etc.
MTA rates (Low income consideration)

also MSP, WCB, ICBC & care plans
Garth R. Hunter, R.M.T.

Slocan Health Clinic - Mon & Thurs • 355-2279
250-358-2364 • Mobile & Office

Oso Renewable Energy
Empowering you to harvest green, free, locally sourced energy!
Solar Hot Water, Solar Electric, Microhydro 

Back-up power - Design and Installation
A capital Investment with reliable returns

Oh so durable tools for a secure energy  future

Kip Drobish  (250) 358-2660 
www.OsoSolar.com

submitted
From their vantage point behind the 

nursing outreach table at the Salvation 
Army, 31-year-old Cheralynne Kennedy 
and 25-year-old Natalie Weeks witness 

Selkirk College’s student nursing outreach program hits the streets of Nelson
the pain and struggle that daily life holds 
for the marginalized citizens of Nelson. 
The two are third-year nursing students 
at Selkirk and part of the team of five that 
runs the Selkirk College Nursing Student 

Street Outreach Project.
“We treat a broad range of people, 

not necessarily whom you might expect. 
They are not all homeless or drug-
addicted. They are mainly young and 

middle-aged men whose lives have taken 
a turn for the worse. Most clients have 
incredible obstacles to overcome, such 
as mental and physical health barriers,” 
explains Weeks. 

Each Wednesday and Thursday 
throughout winter, two nursing students 
bring street nursing to Baker and Vernon 
Streets. You can spot them carrying 
labelled backpacks filled with basic 
supplies to give away. Nursing students 
also host an outreach table at five social 
service agencies throughout the day, 
such as the Salvation Army and Stepping 
Stones for Success. 

Vitamins, basic toiletries, condoms 
and sometimes a needle disposal jar 
are all part of the outreach service. 
Everything is free. Kennedy and Weeks 
dispense health information about 
colds, flus, HIV and hepatitis along with 
first aid treatments, foot care and flu 
shots. Often people want to talk about 
their medications or need help being 
referred to doctors and other health 
practitioners.  

“One client was very nervous about 
going to his doctor’s appointment so 
one of us accompanied him to the 
appointment for support. He probably 
wouldn’t have gone otherwise,” says 

Weeks.
Street nursing services clearly 

benefit community health, but what 
does it give nursing students?

“When nursing students treat people 
in their own environments, instead 
of in a clinic or hospital setting, they 
gain a clear understanding of the social 
and economic factors that determine 
health,” says Selkirk College nursing 
instructor Randy Janzen. “This first-hand 
knowledge will serve them well in their 
nursing careers – in any setting they 
choose to work in.”

Almost all nurses working in the 
region were educated through Selkirk’s 
nursing program. The program is very 
attractive to local residents because 
graduates receive a full nursing degree 
from the University of Victoria, without 
ever leaving the Kootenays. 

There are currently 32 students in 
third year and the focus for the year is 
on community nursing. Students usually 
find this part of their education both 
emotionally demanding and spiritually 
satisfying. 

To find out more about Selkirk 
Col lege’s  School  of  Nurs ing 
go to http://selkirk.ca/learning/
programs/?program=Nursing.

submitted
Scott Newland of Phoenix 

Computers in Nelson is very excited 
to be hosting ‘Help Someone Get 
Connected 2009’. This campaign 
rewards an outstanding community 
association, business or citizen with 

Phoenix Computers hosts ‘Help someone get connected 2009’
a complete home/business/personal 
multimedia laptop, including wireless 
modem, scanner, fax, copier, and colour 
printer. 

Given our crazy economic times, it 
is now more important than ever to help 
out those in the community who need a 
boost. This bundle is the perfect system 
for a deserving Kootenay business, 
community organization or outstanding 
citizen. It will give them the opportunity 
to stay in touch with today’s increasing 
technological demands and become 
more efficient. 

“This is a great community with 
many hard working and talented people, 
but some of them could just use a little 
extra help to make things happen,” says 
Newland. “The ‘Get Connected’ bundle 
will help someone to be an independent 
resource, and hopefully take their 
enterprise to the next level, or it could be 
a very important means for someone to 
stay in touch with loved ones.” 

To nominate someone, write a 
letter (150 words or less) explaining 
why you feel this person, business 
or organization could benefit from 
receiving this gift. Drop off the letters 
at Phoenix Computers, the Nelson 
Star or Mountain FM or e-mail info@
phoenixnelson.com 

Letters will be judged on creativity, 
community involvement and inspiration. 
Also, the winning nominator will receive 
one year of free service and support from 
Phoenix Computers. 

“When I first moved here there 
were people willing to help me get 
going, providing me with support and 
encouragement. I’m enthusiastic to 
pay it forward and give back to the 
community,” Newland says. 

The deadline is January 31 and the 
winner will be announced February 2. 
For more information, contact Phoenix 
Computers at 250-354-4300 or info@
phoenixnelson.com 

Trust fund set up for 
Sparwood avalanche victims
submitted

Following the deaths of eight men 
from Sparwood in an avalanche several 
weeks ago, trust funds have been 
established to help their families.

Anyone wanting to make a donation 
can send a cheque made payable to: “In 
Trust – Sparwood Avalanche Victims” 
to the District of Sparwood, Box 520, 
Sparwood, BC V0B 2G0.

Donations can also be made at any 
branch of Royal Bank, to transit 5080, 
branch 003, account 5077425; or at 
CIBC, to transit 03070, branch 010, 
account 7573138.
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Global Gift 
Discoveries 

Inspiring 
Arts 

318  Broadway  S t .   Nakusp ,  BC   265 -3288

Winter Hours
Open: Friday and Saturday • 10:30 a.m. - 5:00p.m.

Regular hours resume March 15th
“Have a fabulous winter, see you in the spring!”

Debra and Rod

Contact us at (250) 358-7218 or email: valleyvoice@netidea.com

Dan & Jan would like to thank everyone who made a voluntary subscription to the Valley Voice in 2008.

We started up the voluntary subscription program in 2007, at the suggestion of some of our readers. 
We are very pleased with the results. Each voluntary subscription we receive is a welcome show of 
support for the Valley Voice, your independently owned regional community newspaper. Revenue from 
the subscriptions helps us to keep operating.

THANK YOU!!!!

Contrary to popular belief, not one penny of the proceeds from the voluntary subscriptions went into 
Dan’s whiskey fund.

It’s easy to make a voluntary subscription! Just send a cheque for any amount you would like (suggested 
$10-$30 per year) to The Valley Voice, Box 70, New Denver, BC  V0G 1S0.

Jan Mc Murray and Dan Nicholson, Valley Voice co-owners

Many thanks to our voluntary subscribers!!

by Jan McMurray
At School District #8’s meeting 

on Tuesday, January 13, Secretary-
Treasurer Monica Schulte will present 

School District #8 struggles to balance budget, looks at resource allocation
management’s proposal for a balanced 
budget. 

“There won’t be any significant 
cuts – no layoffs or major rearranging,” 

she said in a telephone interview. “It’s 
just a matter of everyone pulling up 
their socks.”

Schulte explained that she was 
looking to cut $500,000 from a $5 
million budget, which represents a 
1% budget cut. “I didn’t want to go to 
any one department for that $500,000, 
so the cuts are system wide – but it’s 

not exactly 1% from every single 
account.”

Earlier this year, the final year of 
repaying the huge deficit that it amassed 
over several years, the district found 
itself once again heading for a deficit 
situation. 

At the November meeting of the 
board of education, Secretary-Treasurer 

Monica Schulte reported that the district 
would have to pay for five teachers more 
than what was originally budgeted for 
and told the board that there was a need 
to look seriously at how resources are 
allocated.

At the December board meeting, 
Schulte reported that the district would 
be $310,000 over budget by the end of 
the year if current spending patterns 
continued. 

The board voted by a narrow margin 
to write to the Ministry of Education, 
asking if they could pay just 50% of the 
last payment on their deficit this year and 
pay the remaining 50% next year. The 
total amount still owing is $637,000.

This was also the meeting where the 
board approved the terms of reference 
for a Finance Committee of the Whole 
to oversee the financial operations of 
the district. 

The committee consists of all nine 
trustees of the board of education, senior 
management and two representatives 
from the Kootenay Lake Teachers’ 
Federation, the Kootenay Lake Principals 
and Vice Principals Association, CUPE 
Local 748, and Kootenay Lake DPAC. 
The nine trustees are the only ones who 
can vote.

The committee met twice in 
December, and will meet again on 
Tuesday, January 13 prior to the board 
meeting.

Saturday night entertainment in New Denver was at its best when the Harlem 
Crowns came to town to play the Lucerne senior boys basketball team on 

January 10. The Crowns’ pranks on the players, referee Kevin Murphy and on 
members of the audience had everyone in stitches. 


