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by Jan McMurray
Despite complaints that the January 

31 Area H North OCP public meeting 
was poorly publicized, somewhere 
between 150 and 200 people showed 
up, filling New Denver’s Bosun Hall 
to the brim.

Area H Director Walter Popoff 
opened the meeting, and said, “My intent 
here is if the majority of landowners want 
the OCP, we need to develop one that 
is acceptable to all the people. Further 
direction with regards to the OCP is the 
intent of this meeting.” 

Popoff said that everyone was 
welcome to attend and observe, but that 
he wanted questions and input from 
landowners of Area H North only. He 
said people from the Villages should give 
written comments to their councils, and 
copy them to Popoff. 

Excluding comments from residents 
of New Denver, Silverton and Slocan, 
and non property owners of Area H 
North was a sore point for many of the 

people at the meeting. Some people also 
said they felt the tone of this meeting was 
divisive, and not at all like the positive 
tone of previous OCP meetings. 

One person from New Denver 
pointed out that everyone who uses 
Slocan Lake would be affected by this 
OCP. She asked what the RDCK policy 
was about input from non property 
owners. 

Meeri Durand, RDCK planner, 
replied that everyone who feels they 
have a stake is normally welcome to 
participate. Durand explained that an 
OCP goes through a legal process that 
includes three readings, a public hearing, 
provincial government approval and 
final adoption. She said the RDCK 
board had already given the Area H 
North OCP bylaw first reading and had 
directed it to a public hearing. At the 
public hearing, she said, anyone who 
feels they have a stake will be welcome 
to provide written or oral comments and 
will be required to state their name and 

address. When the OCP bylaw comes 
before the RDCK board for adoption, 
individual board members will vote 
based on what they heard at the public 
hearing. She said individual directors 
may give more weight to comments from 
Area H landowners than to New Denver 
landowners, for example.

Popoff brought forward the idea of 
a vote fairly early in the meeting and 
said he would like to know from people 
if they wanted a vote on continuing 
with the OCP process. He said the vote 
would likely be either a plebiscite or 
a mail-in ballot – not a referendum, as 
referendums usually ask constituents 
whether or not they want to spend money 
on something. In a plebiscite, anyone 
on the voters’ list for Area H North can 
vote; in a mail-in ballot, only property 
owners can vote.

Again, the possibility of excluding 
non property owners (renters) from the 
vote was not popular with some people. 
Another point was made that many 
property owners were away for the 
winter. Durand mentioned that 40% of 
the property in Area H North is owned 
by non-residents. One man said it is very 
important to him that a vote or whatever 
action is taken follows a truly democratic 
process.

Of the 38 people who gave their 
opinions when they spoke, 27 spoke 
in favour of the OCP. Ten of these said 
they were against a vote. There were 11 
who said they were in favour of a vote, 
and two of these stated that they were 
against the OCP. 

The two main points made by people 
speaking in favour of the OCP were that 
the plan would protect the community 
from large-scale, unwanted development 
and that it gives the community a voice. 

“Look at Shuswap Lake – the place 
is a circus on BC Day. We want a pre-
emptive voice,” commented Gerald 
Toop, Rosebery representative on the 
APC. 

Another person said the OCP was 
a democratic plan, whereas the other 
plan, going ahead by default, allowed 
people to do whatever they want. “Both 
plans have impacts, but I choose the 
impacts of the OCP, which is democratic. 
You’ll hear the anti-planning people 
squeal when someone wants to put up a 
slaughterhouse beside them,” he warned.

Gloria Lisgo, Rural New Denver rep 
on the APC, said, “There is a tremendous 
danger that outside influences will come 
here and they will take over without any 
concern about us. Take the time to look 
at the broad goals of the plan. They are 
broad. No one amongst us ever wanted 
to determine the specifics in your life – 
whether or not you can have a motorized 
vehicle on a trail. We wanted to make 
sure we have clean air, clean water, our 
watershed is protected and that we can all 
have input into deciding what happens.”

Others pointed out that the OCP 
gives the community the ability to have 

a say, which is a huge opportunity that 
people all over the world are asking for.

The pro-planning people that spoke 
against the vote expressed concern 
about misinformation. They said that 
a lot of time and energy had gone into 
developing the OCP, and that people 
who had not participated in the process 
may not understand what they would 
be voting on. 

Some said that the public hearing, 
and not a vote, would be the appropriate 
way to have opinions heard. “A vote now 
doesn’t give justice to the process. Your 

Large turnout for Area H North Official Community Plan meeting
vote is the public hearing. If you feel 
the OCP does not stand for you, please 
tell us. There is still a chance to revise 
the document. Support the process, get 
involved and use the process,” said Liza 
Ireland, who chaired the APC.

Two of the comments from the 11 
people who said they were in favour of 
a vote were: “They have been mining 
and logging in this area for years. Why 
prevent it?” and “I don’t want to be 
regulated – I don’t want to be told I can’t 
build a chicken coop.” 

by Jan McMurray
Meeri Durand, RDCK planner, 

explained the implications of an OCP 
at the January 31 Area H North OCP 
meeting at Bosun Hall. She said she 
wanted to answer the question: “There 
are already regulations in place – how 
would an OCP change things?”

She said that regulations in place 
were the RDCK building Bylaw, based 
on the provincial BC Building Code; the 
floodplain management bylaw; and the 
subdivision bylaw.

The intent of the building bylaw, 
she said, was to make sure that buildings 
are safe. People are required to obtain 
a building permit when constructing a 
structure bigger than 700 square feet. 

Under the floodplain management 
bylaw, she said the building inspector 
would require buildings on a lake, stream 
or hazardous area to be set back or to be 
elevated. The intent here is to protect the 
community from hazards. 

The subdivison bylaw requires 
proof that each lot has water and septic 
capabilities. There is no minimum lot 
size in the bylaw. The intent is to ensure 
that everyone has proper servicing. 

Durand also mentioned that some 
land in Hills and Summit Lake was in the 
Agricultural Land Reserve, and subject 
to regulations administered by the 
Agricultural Land Commission (ALC). 

Durand then explained how 
the OCP would change things. “In 
general, it would have no effect on 
private landowners,” she said. She 
explained that the OCP had very little 
regulatory authority and was all about 
policy direction – for example, where 
development might be appropriate and 
what type of forestry we’d like to see. 
“It’s not prescriptive about what you do 
on your property. It communicates what 
you want your community to look like 

to the ‘higher ups.’ ”  
She said the only regulatory authority 

in the draft Area H North OCP was the 
designation of two Development Permit 
Areas (DPA). The first is the Watercourse 
DPA, which is a 30-metre buffer around 
Slocan Lake and all water courses 
contributing to fish habitat. People are 
not allowed to build or remove trees in 
this buffer zone. However, people can 
apply for a development permit if they 
want to do a project in this zone, and 
would be required to have a biologist do 
a study as part of this process.

The second DPA in the draft OCP is 
the cluster subdivision DPA (called the 
Environmentally Sensitive Residential 
Cluster Devleopment DPA in the OCP). 
Durand said that this DPA ensures that 
green space is preserved and homes are 
clustered in a subdivision involving five 
lots or more that are less than one hectare 
each. “This is meant to capture large-
scale developments in the area,” she said.

“The OCP is a visionary document. 
If the RDCK gets a referral from a 
provincial agency, we would look at the 
OCP before responding to the referral, 
so it provides guidelines for decision 
makers,” she said. She explained that it 
can become regulatory if the community 
decides to move forward and adopt a 
zoning bylaw.

Durand explained that the land use 
designations in the OCP are intended to 
indicate to the RDCK and the Province 
where development should occur. She 
said some people mistakenly believe 
that the designations are prescriptive 
and prohibit commercial activity on 
a residential property, for example. 
She said that zoning bylaws are more 
prescriptive, but that zoning can be 
flexible. Also, she pointed out that the 
community may decide against a zoning 
bylaw and just have an OCP.

Implications of an OCP

Hurry down to Barton Insurance in Nakusp to buy tickets for the Rotary Dinner 
Theatre on February 13 and 14. The play, Bedside Manor, is sure to have the 
audience howling. After all, the motto of Dr. Jeckyll, chief of staff at Bedside 

Manor, is: ‘A laugh a day keeps the doctor at bay.’ 

Aryn Sherriff, vocalist for the Lazy Poker blues band, helped warm up 
the audience for the 17th annual Midwinter Blues Boogie at the Silverton 

Memorial Hall February 7. Lazy Poker opened for No Excuse, another 
powerhouse blues outfit that propelled the dancing crowd into the wee hours.

continued on page 2
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CONTRACTOR CALL
The following is a call for Expressions of Interest by qualified 
contractors wishing to obtain eligibility to conduct forestry 
operations within the Nakusp and Area Community Forest 
(NACFOR) license area.  The following categories are included 
in the eligibility list:

o Road Construction
o Road Maintenance
o Road Deactivation
o Bridge Construction
o Conventional logging
o Cable logging (grapple)
o Cable logging (tower)
o Log hauling
o Site preparation
o Treeplanting
o Brushing

To be considered eligible in any given category, contractors 
must possess the following minimum requirements:

o Safe Company Certification from the BC Forest 
Safety Council

o An active WCB number and appropriate classification
o Good company standing
o Liability Insurance
o Experience, with references

Interested parties can complete an Expression of Interest form 
on the NACFOR website at www.nakuspcommunityforest.
com or pick one up at True North Forestry Consulting Ltd at 
119 Broadway Street in Nakusp. To be considered eligible, 
applications must be received no later than February 27, 2009.

NACFOR’s contractor hiring policies will be finalized following 
receipt and review of applications.

NACFOR is a newly licensed tenure holder with an Annual 
Allowable Cut of 20000 cubic meters.  It intends to start 
operational activities as early as spring of 2009.  For a 
description of operating areas and other information, please 
refer to our website. 

Nakusp and Area Community Forest

One of the two people who stated they 
were against the OCP said he was opposed 
because the OCP is a precursor to zoning. 
He feels that zoning is an “urban thing” and 
that rural people work things out with their 
neighbours. “If I don’t like his chickens, I 
can go over there and discuss it with him 
over coffee – not through a bylaw officer.” 
He also objected to the way a zoning bylaw 
could come about, because all community 
members, not just property owners, would 
have a say on whether or not the community 
wanted one.

continued from page 1 The other person who spoke against 
the OCP said, “You are lucky – you have 
a motorized trail. I don’t have what I want 
anymore, so when a plan like this comes in, 
can I say I want a motorized trail? We are 
losing things little by little, so we are getting 
ticked off and we don’t want a plan. We 
want to make sure we have a place for our 
kids to ride their ATVs in the backcountry.”

Tim Fox, Summit Lake representative 
on the APC, took exception to the references 
to non-motorized trails in the document. He 
said that this did not reflect the input from 
community meetings – that all communities 

wanted motorized access to the trails 
except Rosebery. Durand explained that 
wherever “non-motorized” appeared in the 
OCP, it was followed by “and mixed use,” 
indicating that the community wanted both 
types of trails. She said that the OCP would 
not designate trails as non-motorized or 
mixed use, but that this would be done in 
a trail management plan if the community 
wanted to develop one. 

People at the meeting suggested that 
“mixed use” be defined, and that the bylaw 
begin with a section on definitions. Durand 
said this could be done.

 One woman said that she was hearing 
everyone in the room arguing about 
preserving their lifestyles, and that the OCP 
was a tool to do just that – preserve our 
lifestyles. “So I see it as a positive thing – 
even for those who don’t want it.”

Large turnout for Area H North Official Community Plan meeting
One man said he heard fear from both 

sides – “fear of losing more of what we 
value.” He suggested that there be another 
meeting to learn about the OCP, where the 
facts, and not opinions, would be presented. 
Liza Ireland suggested that a flyer be sent 
out summarizing the OCP and inviting 
comments. The document could then be 
revised based on the comments and go to 
public hearing.

by Katrine Campbell
On May 12, citizens of BC go to 

the polls once more. In addition to 
electing an MLA, they will again be 
asked if they want to change the way 
we vote. There will be a choice between 
no change, and the single transferable 
vote, or STV, system.

Proponents for the change were 
in New Denver February 3 to explain 
STV and to urge people to spread the 
word about the need for a new way of 
doing things.

The same question was on the 
ballot in the last election, in 2005, and 
came up two per cent short of the votes 
necessary to pass. The government has 
given $500,000 to two organizations 
to educate people about STV. FairVote 
BC is the group campaigning in favour 
of STV and  NO BC-STV is the group 
campaigning against.

Although only 10 people showed 
up for the New Denver meeting, there 
was a lively exchange of questions and 
answers as well as a full explanation of 
the sometimes-confusing STV system.

STV was recommended by the 
BC Citizens’ Assembly, a non-partisan 
group of people chosen at random, 
one man and one woman from each 
provincial riding. Gladys Brown, the 
rep from Midway, is travelling around 
the Kootenays with Nelson proponents 
Lisa Bramson and Gusti Callis to 
promote STV, which the assembly 
decided was a better way of electing 
MLAs.

Under the current “first past the 

Election reform campaigners touring the Kootenays
post” system, if five people are running 
for office, and their support is evenly 
distributed, then the winner only needs 
21 per cent of the vote. The other 79 per 
cent of voters are left out in the cold, 
their ballots wasted.

Under STV, several ridings would 
be combined into a larger district which 
would have the same number of MLAs. 
For example, Kootenay East. Kootenay 
West, Columbia-Shuswap and Nelson-
Creston would combine into a district 
with four MLAs. 

At the election, the ballot would 
list all candidates; each party could run 
several candidates, and independents 
would be on the ballot as well. You, 
the voter, would rank the candidates in 
order of preference, 1, 2, 3, 4 and so on. 
The number of candidates you choose 
is up to you; you could vote for just one 
person, or rank some or all of the rest.

The technical part: the number of 
valid ballots cast (NOT the number 
of eligible voters) is divided by the 
number of candidates plus one; that 
number, plus one, gives the amount 
of votes needed to be elected. Any 
candidate getting that number is in. 
Then, the ballots for that candidate 
are rechecked and the number two 
votes tallied, and distributed under a 
percentage formula to the remaining 
candidates. The process is repeated 
until four people have been elected.

Thoroughly confused? Go to the 
STV website, STV.ca, and watch the 
animated video that explains it much 
more clearly, with graphics to illustrate 

the details.
Brown, Bramson and Callis are 

enthusiastic about STV. They believe 
it is more fair to voters and that there 
would be more competition among the 
MLAs to keep your vote, knowing that 
if they didn’t do their jobs, they could 
be replaced by another person from 
the same party at the next election. 
Bramson noted that, ideally, multiple 
MLAs in one district could work as a 
team, and split the workload to play to 
their individual strengths. 

For more information, visit the 
websites:  STV.ca for the ‘yes’ side 
and NoSTV.org for the opposing view.
Home Show coming to 
Castlegar
submitted

The Castlegar & District Chamber 
of Commerce hosts the first annual 
Kootenay Home and Lifestyle Expo, 
March 13-15 at Selkirk College. This 
event will replace the Dreams to Reality 
Home Show that successfully ran for 
six years. 

The  chamber  says  i t  was 
approached by past vendors, as well 
home show enthusiasts, to grow the 
show, so it did just that. The expo 
will feature home and garden as well 
as leisure/recreation products and 
services, and much more. Whether you 
are a big business or a small business, 
this expo is for you.

Booths and tables space are avail-
able; contact the Chamber office at 250-
365-6313 or tourism@castlegar.com 
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Come see us at our new location 313 6th Ave NW, Nakusp 
(near the elementary school) 

Or phone us @ 265 4051 for an appointment. 
We are looking forward to helping you with all of your personal tax needs. 

We offer instant cash back for your refund on most returns.

New Location!
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What’s Brewing at 
What’s Brewing 
on Broadway?

Valentine’s Specials!
• all in stock wine & beer kits

 25% off
• send your sweetie a treat on 
 Friday, February 13! Free 
 delivery in town Nakusp 
 – order early!
420 Broadway St., Nakusp • Ph/Fax: 250-265-4701

by Katrine Campbell
Purcell’s Green Power’s January 28 

public meeting in Kaslo presented new 
information and answers to old questions, 
but the company’s bid to produce power 
on Glacier and Howser creeks still met 
with some fierce opposition.

The hall was packed with more 
than the 60 people who actually signed 
in. Some were interested in the jobs the 
company is offering if the project goes 
ahead. Others want the whole thing 
blocked, believing private companies 
should not be allowed to make money 
from a public resource.

Simon Gourdeau, the project 
manager, presented a slide show that 
had much of the same information as 
at previous meetings. However, some 
of the material had been changed and 
updated, and questions from the public 
were answered.

Some of the highlights:
• There will be “no net loss” of 

water. Mandatory minimum flows, set 
by the Ministry of Environment and the 
Department of Fisheries and Oceans, 
must be maintained at all times.

• The amount of old growth forest 
affected will be a maximum of 324 
hectares. The total amount of class 8 and 
9 forests in the watersheds is 31,950 ha. 
The transmission line will follow old 
cutblocks wherever possible.

• The company does not own the 
water. It will have licence to use water 
for power production, but the water 
must be returned to the Duncan reservoir. 
The lease is for 40 years; at the end 
of that period the company can apply 
for renewal, but a full environmental 
assessment must be done at that time.

• If the project were to be sold to 
an American or Mexican company, 
NAFTA Chapter 11 would not change 
the rules. Chapter 11 prevents Canada 
from discriminating against a foreign 
company, but it doesn’t exempt foreign 
investors from respecting legislation 
in place at the time of the investment. 
NAFTA doesn’t guarantee a renewal of 
the licence, nor does it allow a foreign 
company to use the water for anything 
other than power production.

• Purcell Green Power has signed 
a 40-year contract with BC Hydro. The 
price of electricity varies with the season, 
and will not rise as fast as inflation. The 
price in August 2009 would be 7.27¢ 

Lots of answers but no agreement on Glacier-Howser IPP
per kilowatt/hour; by 2051, it would 
be 12.23¢.

• Key dates: early 2009, beginning 
of the environmental review process, 
with formal community meetings and 
a 45-day comment period; end of 
2009, conclusion of the EAO review 
and the minister’s decision. If he says 
‘yes,’ preliminary construction field 
work would start in early 2010; project 
construction would start in the spring of 
2010 and be completed by mid-2012.

• The company plans to core sample 
ahead of the tunnel work; any possible 
acid-leaching rock would be set aside 
and stored for proper disposal. The rest 
of the rock would be stored and used for 
other purposes: aggregate for concrete, 
backfill, road improvements and crushed 
rock for drainage. The Ministry of 
Transportation wants boulders for rip-
rap; a private company is looking for 
quartzite for home construction. Any 
rock storage area left would be covered 
in soil and reforested.

• The transmission line would run 
from the power stations on Kootenay 
Lake to the BC Hydro substation at 
Invermere. Gourdeau showed slides of 
measures Purcell Green Power plans to 
stop people using the powerline right-of-
way as a road into the back country, such 
as using a helicopter to plant the poles 
and to string lines over natural canyon 
areas rather than building a road through.

Asked why BC Hydro or Purcell 
Green Power doesn’t just use the Duncan 
Dam to produce power, Gourdeau said 
turbines on the dam would produce less 
than one-third the output of the Glacier-
Howser project.

In reply to a question about jobs and 
local hiring, he said six permanent jobs 
was the minimum the facilities would 
need, and agreed to guarantee that in 
writing. He would not, however, promise 
a percentage of local hiring because, 
although that is the company’s intention, 
there is no guarantee enough local talent 
would be available. He noted that it 
was to the company’s advantage to hire 
locally during construction, as providing 
accommodations for two and a half years 
would be very expensive.

Asked if AXOR, Purcell Green 
Power’s parent company, would put 
aside money for fish and wildlife 
restoration, Gourdeau answered that he 

wasn’t sure it was required. The project 
is mandated for ‘no net loss’ of water, 
but he expected the review process 
would provide more information on any 
mitigation or restoration needed.

In any case, the company plans to 
give the community $50,000 per year to 
use however local citizens decide.

One awkward moment came when 
someone asked why Sinixt First Nations 
had not been consulted. Gourdeau 
winced and said it was a “politically 
charged question. The government 
decided who we needed to deal with, 
and the Sinixt are not on that list.” Three 
other First Nations are represented on the 

working group.
Another person wanted to know 

if a representative from the province 
would be at any future meetings “to 
answer how they can sell a public asset 
for your profit.” An official from the 
Environmental Assessment Office would 
be present next time, Gourdeau said.

by Katrine Campbell
Quick – what provincial electoral 

district do you live in? Kootenay West 
or Nelson-Creston? Are you sure? The 
province has realigned all the boundaries, 
to take effect for the upcoming election. 

In preparation for the May 12 vote, 
Katrine Conroy, the West Kootenay-
Boundary NDP incumbent, has been 
mailing materials to and visiting the 
Slocan and Arrow Lakes Valleys. This 
has confused a number of people, who 
think that Corky Evans has already left 
his post.

So here’s the scoop. Until the 

New boundaries for May 12 election
legislature dissolves for the election, 
everyone in the Valley Voice coverage 
area is in the Nelson-Creston district and 
Corky is still our MLA.

But – come election day, the Arrow 
and Slocan Lakes, including Trout 

Lake, become part of the new Kootenay 
West district. The folks in Kaslo and the 
Kootenay Lake Valley are part of the 
redrawn Nelson-Creston district. 

You can learn more, and check the 
maps, at elections.bc.ca.

Youth showcase at North 
West Guitar Festival
submitted

The North West Guitar Festival comes 
to Nelson April 16-18, with concerts and 
workshops at Nelson United Church and 
the Capitol Theatre. Along with the great 
performers and guitar competitors there will 
be a youth showcase for classical guitarists 
between the ages of 9 and 17. “We’re 
looking for eight to ten outstanding young 
players and will fill the showcase on a first 
come, first served basis by recommendation 
from individual teachers,” says organizer 
David Stewart.   These young people will 
play at Nelson United Church at 9 am 
April 18 in a performance lasting just over 
an hour. For youth showcase information 
contact David Stewart at 250-354-5368, 
250-366-4623, sjdks@direct.ca. For 
festival info, Alan Rinehart, 250-352-3883, 
alanrinehart@hotmail.com.
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Coalition 
government not 
the way to go

There has been a lot of talk of 
coalition government lately. Fortunately, 
it has been avoided in Ottawa as it is 
not a stable form of government. Some 
countries change coalition governments 
as often as every 18 months. If this was 
a perfect world and mankind had only 
good and pure thoughts, it might work.

Coalition governments make secret 
deals to gain power and probably worse 
deals to stay in power. Each party in a 
coalition loses some of its ideals and 
honesty in every backroom deal they 
forge because power becomes a drug 
and those involved become addicted. 
Why would Canadian politicos be any 
different? Most voters are disappointed 
that our present system is contentious 
instead of collaborative. Will adding 
more small, often single-issue parties 
(i.e. the Bloc Québecois) improve 
parliament?

Proportional representation 
sounds good but it will mean coalition 
governments. In an ideal world it makes 
sense, but anyone who has attended a 
community meeting on a contentious 
issue knows this is not an ideal world. 
A coalition would mean making secret 
deals, not open co-operation, because 
this is politics. A secure seat in the 
government in power, or at least a 
chance to look important, is too often 
the goal.

Considering the recent behaviour 
in Ottawa of the parties, their leaders 
and the media, Canadians would not be 
well served by a coalition government 
at any level.

A. Barkley
Trail

Reply to 
Pendleton

Sincere thanks to Mr. Pendleton 
for his letter in the January 28 edition, 
especially his compliment towards my 
Green colleague, Ralph Moore. My 
apologies for offending Pendleton with 
my unflattering comments on his and 
Carole James’ party.

Concerning his personal comments 
about me, I am quite sure I have not met 
Leon Pendleton. I was not at this year’s 
Garlic Festival.

The Greens are not the NDP. Our 
ethic is not to promote self  “ahead of 
everything,” though we are as human 
as anyone. His reference to “Stephen 
Harper and his kind...” are uncomforting 
for me as a Green, and rather confirm 
my view of the NDP as power hungry.

I hope that Mr. Pendleton, as a 
spokesperson for the NDP, will speak 

of what actions the NDP is taking to 
accommodate representation of non-
NDP voices, in regards specifically 
to this May 12 referendum on Single 
Transferrable Voting. As the

voting system thought best to result 
in elected representation proportional to 
the popular support of differing political 
views, STV was recommended nearly 
unanimously by the Citizens Assembly.

The Citizens Assembly on 
Electoral Reform was perhaps the most 
democratic event in modern Canadian 
history. Readers are asked to inform 
themselves on this important vote, 
which I, the Green Party, and many 
non-partisans believe will result in a 
more democratic legislature.  

I look forward to Mr. Pendleton 
and Carole James’ NDP party working 
in harmony with other voices towards a 
yes vote on STV. 

Scott Leyland
Rossland

Open letter to 
the RDCK

In the November 2008 election, 
the communities of Lardeau, Cooper 
Creek, Meadow Creek and Howser had 
to vote together in the Lardeau Valley 
Community Hall at Meadow Creek. 
According to the Valley Voice, Lardeau, 
Cooper Creek and Meadow Creek voted 
out of the planning process, with 56% 
of the votes. Howser was not mentioned 
in that context. Instead, the reader was 
informed that a commissioner had 
consulted with Howser residents, who 
have expressed their wishes to continue 
with the planning process.

Has a commissioner the power to 
manipulate the outcome of any election 
or poll? How have the people expressed 
their wishes? On the ballot box? Well, 
then, everything would be okay; their 
vote was counted and the numbers were 
not in their favour.

Outside the ballot box is not an 
option; it is somewhat like a coup 
d’état attempt to reverse the outcome 
of an election as it was orchestrated just 
recently at the federal level by Dion, 
Layton and co.

Considering the fact that the eligible 
voters of those four communities had to 
vote at the same location, at the same 
time, by dropping their votes into the 
same ballot box, I’m wondering how 
the RDCK could separate and indicate 
the ballots of the Howser people and 
how the decision was made to ignore 
the vote of the Howser people. Was the 
ballot box equipped with an electronic 
spying device? There was a vote by all 
four communities and the result was 
crystal clear.

The majority of Howser is, and 
always was, against planning and 

zoning and voted accordingly. Under 
no circumstances will the people of 
Howser accept any manipulation of the 
democratically achieved poll outcome, 
and [we] demand the RDCK respect 
the result of it.

Wieland Schreiber
Howser

Israeli invasion 
part of Hamas 
game plan

Your issue of January 28 
contained a couple of letters that 
made a very persuasive case for the 
idea that Hamas is the ‘bad guy’ in the 
Middle East – not Israel.  Actually, 
I think most rational people would 
not be inclined to disagree with that. 

Hamas embodies the most 
unsavoury aspects of Islamic 
fundamentalism and shows very little 
real concern for the everyday lives 
of the people it claims to represent. 
Given that, however, there is an 
important question that needs to be 
asked.  Why, short of insanity, would 
Hamas deliberately engage in activity 
guaranteed to bring the wrath of the 
Israeli military crashing down on its 
own people? 

We must conclude that the Israeli 
incursion into the Gaza Strip was 
exactly what Hamas was expecting 
and, indeed, counting on. It was part 
of the Hamas game plan from the 
beginning. The Hamas leadership 
understands something that most 
of the rest of the world, including 
Israel, seems to have trouble with. 
The real power in the Middle East 
lies in what is sometimes referred to 
as ‘the Arab street.’ What the people 
of Canada (or anywhere else, for that 
matter) think about where the blame 
lies is not really very important. What 
is important is what the people of 
Gaza think.

And I don’t think there is much 
doubt about what they think. Their 
hatred for Israel has not been reduced 
one iota and it is this hatred that 
blinds them to the truth about Hamas. 
If there was an election tomorrow, 
Hamas would take 90% of the vote.

When you add up everything that 
Israel has won in the past few weeks 
and compare it with everything that 
it has lost, it’s hard to see a positive 
result. They’ve stopped the rain of 
rockets, for the moment, at least, 
but they have set back the dream of 
permanent peace for many years to 
come.

Being able to blame that on 
Hamas is, at best, a pyhrric victory.

John Banta
Fauquier

New Denver 
Royals are tops

I would like to commend your 
community on the representation by 
Miss New Denver and her Princesses 
at the Vernon Winter Carnival.

This past weekend I had the 
pleasure to attend the proclamation 
of the new Vernon Queen and 
Princesses and was so impressed 
by your royalty I just had to let you 
know what an outstanding job they 
did. This was the first time I have 
ever attended an event like this so 
I really wasn’t sure what to expect.

During the programme, the 
royalty of numerous cities and 
towns around our province were 

given the opportunity to introduce 
themselves and offer information 
about their hometowns. Miss New 
Denver and her Princesses displayed 
such confidence and sense of pride 
of their hometown that it made them 
very memorable to me. They perhaps 
didn’t have all the bells and whistles 
that other groups displayed but they 
stood out because of their great 
poise, enthusiasm and inner beauty. 

You should be very proud of 
the work these young ladies did in 
representing and promoting your 
community. I was cheering loudest 
when I saw them in the parade the 
next day! Congratulations New 
Denver! Oh, and I can’t wait to visit!

A. Hamilton
Vernon

Why I like the Area H North OCP
Having read through the Draft Area H North Official Community Plan, I 

am compelled to say that it is a thoughtful and insightful document. Whether 
you’ve moved to the area from somewhere else, like I did, or were born and 
raised here, there’s something very compelling about living in this place. 
The pristine waters of Slocan Lake, the amazing view of the Valhallas from  
almost anywhere on the eastern shore of that lake, the fishing, the hunting, 
the incredible opportunities for back-country recreation that surround us – 
that’s what holds us here.

It’s about the people, too. It’s about a community where loggers and 
environmentalists rub shoulders, where miners and big-city retired CEOs 
meet and have coffee, where farmers and villagers can get together at market 
and haggle over vegetables, pottery and fine woodwork. It’s about the public 
meetings and the passion that we bring to them. It’s about thinking you were 
right, only to discover that you hadn’t really looked at it from the other guy’s 
perspective. It’s about people occasionally setting aside narrow self-interest 
to look at the common good.

I see all these people represented in this plan. Whether your idea of back-
country recreation is putting on snowshoes, or firing up your snowmobile, 
your interests are protected by this plan. Whether you enjoy a quiet walk by 
the lake, an invigorating hike in the alpine, or taking a family ATV excursion 
into the back country, your pastime is recognized and encouraged.

I think that this place is special. I think that it’s worth preserving those 
things that make it that way. Of course there will be development – whether 
we have a plan or not. The only question in my mind is whether we will 
have an opportunity to guide that development, or whether we will have it 
imposed on us.

This 48-page document is a step in the right direction. The committee 
has done a fabulous job of including a wide cross-section of opinion in its 
draft OCP. It reflects the community that I’ve come to know and love, even 
those who would rather not have anything to do with the planning process.

I think that it reflects who we are, and what we love about this place. I also 
think that it should proceed to a public hearing. That would be the next step 
in the democratic process. Saturday’s meeting was more about highlighting 
divisions in our community, than about democracy.

Dan Nicholson, publisher
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Another 
holocaust?

It’s a tragic irony that Israel is doing 
to the Palestinians what the Nazis did to 
the Jews during the Nazi years.

To fully understand the issue, one 
has to go back to 1948.

After living together for thousands 
of years, Jews from all over Europe 
founded the State of Israel with help 
and financial backing of American Jews.

Palestinians and Arabs objected 
to this because Israel very quickly 
controlled the region by building a 
powerful military force supported by 
the United States.

Extremist groups like Hamas and 
suicide-bombers formed out of sheer 
frustration by the ever-increasing 
dominance, land-grabbing, and control 
of Palestine by Israel.

Ever since 1948, we’ve heard a lot 
from survivors of the Nazi atrocities but 
seldom from the Palestinians who are 
systematically oppressed and decimated 
by the Israelis. The Palestinians simply 
have no voice compared to Jewish 
interests, who have a good control of 
the media, especially in North America.

Living in New York in the ’60s, I 
remember a group of Jewish intellectuals 
coining the phrase “Holocaust Industry,” 
effectively objecting to the profits made 
by an endless stream of books and 
movies about camp survivors, which is 
going on to this day.

Every time there is criticism about 
the horrible treatment of the Palestinians 
by Israel, the issue is deflected with the 
Mantra: “Remember the holocaust” and 
“We are defending ourselves.” And, of 
course, critics are quickly called “anti-
semitic.”

To their credit, there are orthodox 
Jews objecting to the horrible atrocities 
committed against the Palestinians, 
especially the latest massacre, and even 
objecting to the formation of the State 
of Israel in 1948 contrary to Jewish 
scriptures.

Rabbi Weiss is one of many: http://
www.nkusa.org.

The UN has over 100 resolutions 
against Israel for violations of human 
rights, always vetoed by the US.

Rocket attacks by Hamas are 
wrong but the continued extreme 
suffering by the Palestinians is beyond 
comprehension.

Unless Israel lifts the oppression 
and returns wrongly occupied land, the 
violence will continue.

Is the random and indiscriminate 
killings of Palestinians, and the latest 
‘defensive’ Israeli bloody aggression in 
Gaza not also a holocaust?

Gunter Retterath
Winlaw

Onus on RDCK 
board to protect 
Area H North OCP

The old 1980s theme, ‘Can the 
Plan,’ showed up at the latest meeting 
about the community plan in Area H 
North. Some of the same people saying 
it, too. They showed up at the usual 
time – after a two-year public planning 
process had almost come to an end.

Last time, in the 1980s, they showed 
up after failing to attend three years of 

meetings. And both times they came with 
the same old tired accusations: the plan 
is the work of a small, vocal, articulate 
minority; we weren’t consulted; the 
plan is being crammed down our throats 
by planners that just want to control 
our lives.  After two years of planning 
meetings that were well advertised and 
heavily attended, that just doesn’t fly.

This tone and these tired excuses 
reappeared in the meeting arranged by 
Walter Popoff. Despite a survey showing 
a large majority of support for the plan 
in the north valley, Popoff says that is 
not enough. We need a vote, he says, 
because the voting results were different 
from the survey results in the south 
valley. Yes, and from what I’ve heard, 
what made that difference was a barrage 
of misinformation, inflammatory claims 
and hostile emotions that were whipped 
up in the south valley. 

Even when planners continue 
putting out true information, falsehoods 
gain control because they cause fear 
and resentment that shuts out facts and 
rational reasoning. Don Munro even had 
a threat of violence against him, as did 
representatives during the Can the Plan 
movement. Once this spreads to the 
north valley, no vote, no public hearing, 
will be reliable. 

I am tired of having my time wasted 
and community efforts trampled over 
by this negative spirit of anarchy. I put 
the onus upon the Regional District to 
protect the time and effort that I and my 
community have put in on this plan. 
The RDCK solicited this community 
participation. All the RDCK directors 
have access to information showing 
that the meeting halls were packed. 
They have a responsibility not to let 
uninformed views and hostile emotions 
destroy what others have created.

If Popoff can’t honour the planning 
work of the north valley, he is not the 
representative of the whole valley and 
he should step down.

Carolyn Parker 
Area H landowner and resident

Rural New Denver

Appalled with 
Area H North 
OCP meeting

Having attended the Area H North 
draft OCP ‘open house’ hosted by 
Area H Director Walter Popoff in New 
Denver January 31, I was appalled by 
the way he chaired the meeting. By 
not allowing New Denver residents or 
property owners to have a say, it seems 
quite clear to me he was ‘cherry picking’ 
the comments from the audience that 
favour his ‘no planning’ bias. And 
yet some New Denver residents were 
allowed to speak. As someone there 
pointed out, in matters that govern 
Slocan Lake, ALL of us living along 
its shoreline are affected and deserve 
to have a say.

I would urge everyone to consider 
writing Regional District board chair 
Gary Wright about Mr. Popoff ’s 
deplorable handling of the meeting. 
I have done so, asking that the board 
assign a moderator or meeting chair 
for any public meetings Mr. Popoff 
is involved in, as he has clearly 
demonstrated both bias and ineptitude in 
his governance abilities at such events. 

I’m also asking that my complaint be 
placed on Mr. Popoff’s record.

Meetings were held at every 
conceivable day and time for the 
convenience of all segments of this 
community, asking for public input 
into the draft OCP. As to residents 
who continually say they’re too busy 
working to attend public meetings, don’t 
try to derail planning without taking 
the time to actually read the materials 
first. If you simply can’t understand it 
after reading, then phone or write the 
Regional District office, they’ll be happy 
to help you. 

Still, to claim you don’t understand 
the process is astonishing given the 
number of times articles have appeared 
about the basics of the OCP process in 
this newspaper over the past year. 

If it were up to me, I would call a 
byelection tomorrow for Mr. Popoff’s 
position in hopes reason would prevail 
and he’d be trounced out of office. It’s 
clear as daylight that he comes, not to 
serve his constituents, but to advance 
his personal agenda and that of a small, 
minority coterie of followers. He’s 
using the same tactics used by the 
former Bush regime, relying on fear 
and the ignorance of the uninformed 
to create unnecessary division. This is 
not what we need right now as we face 
the difficulties and uncertainties of a 
troubled economy and an overstressed 
environment. We need a director capable 
of bringing us together, not splitting us 
apart to serve his own ends.

Direct your comments to RDCK 
Board Chair Gary Wright, info@rdck.
com.

Art Joyce
New Denver

Paramedics in 
small towns 
need fair 
compensation

I am of the strong conviction that 
small town paramedics should be 
compensated with a professional wage 
or salary, and benefits, in order to 
maintain the type of lifestyle necessary 
to be available to be on call for anyone, 
anywhere, anytime, to stabilize their life 
enough to get them to a medical facility.  

We need our paramedics because 
accidents and illness happen. I know that 
paramedics are highly overworked and 
underpaid. They are expected to be on 
call for very low ‘pager pay’ and to then 
only be paid a barely acceptable wage 
to have the training and skill to stabilize 
anyone, anywhere, anytime from a life 
threatening injury or illness until they 
can be safety transported to a medical 
facility. Without the paramedics, many 
people who survive heart attacks, deadly 
bleeds, strokes, and other life threatening 
injuries and illnesses would not survive 
long enough to get to a medical facility. 

Many people seem to believe that 
paramedics are ‘ambulance drivers.’ 
This is a huge misunderstanding. 
They are highly trained and dedicated 
to stabilizing your life before and 
during the time that you are then safely 
transported to a medical facility. In 
some cases their work continues at the 
hospital assisting the doctors in keeping 
the patient stable.  

Basically, paramedics in a small 

town are on call 24 hours a day when 
they are working. They can’t make 
any plans and expect them to not be 
interrupted, and yet they may not get 
called out in that 24-hour period and 
may just earn a small stipend for being 
on call. It is not enough for anyone to live 
on by a long shot. They are constantly 
risking their own well-being due to 
poor and interrupted sleep patterns, 
putting the needs of others before their 
own when on an emergency call, even 
if it means going many hours without 
a break or food. This is disruptive to 
their own health and to that of their 
families and partners. They tend to be 
people who deeply care about others 
and who tend to be self-sacrificing. One 
couldn’t really do the job otherwise, as 
the pay is so low and the expectation of 
performance is so high.  

How is this fair for the paramedics? 
It is not. 

How is this sustainable for our 
communities? It is not. 

People can only live in poverty 
for so long before they are forced to 
leave the small town to gain better 
paid paramedic employment in a larger 
centre or a different province. This 
has happened in Nakusp several times 
now with good paramedics who we 
could have kept here to help our own 
community. I believe that this situation 
needs to be made a top priority by our 
government. 

Robyn Grant
Nakusp  

Unhappy with 
YRB

In recent weeks, letters to the Valley 
Voice have praised YRB for their fine 
work keeping the local highways cleared 
of snow and regularly sanded. Drive off 
the highways and main roads, and we 
see a completely different picture. 

It is not a pretty one.
I am writing to express my concerns 

about snow removal on the hill near the 
end of Upper Passmore Road (Wood’s 
hill) in Passmore. My family and I are 
one of perhaps a dozen families who 
live on the lower portion of this road. 
Our neighbourhood is accessed by this 
narrow and winding road snaking down 
a steep hillside. 

Yellowhead Road and Bridge 
(YRB) is the contractor responsible for 
winter road maintenance in the Slocan 
Valley. They are putting our lives at risk 
due to their lack of snow removal on 
this hill. It would seem that their service 
has gotten worse each year since YRB 
received the contract.

Many times Upper Passmore Road 
is plowed and sanded to the top of 
the hill, at which point the truck turns 
around and heads back to the highway. 
Those of us who live beyond this point 
are subjected to unnecessarily unsafe 
road conditions on a steep and narrow 
hillside road to get to and from home. 
If this hill road and its pullouts are 
promptly cleared of snow and sanded, 
this road is safe to drive on.

The school bus turnaround is at 
the top of this hill. These routes are 
understandably given priority over other 
roads. However, roads that have hilly 
sections should also be given priority. 
We have two school-age children at 
home. What is the point of plowing to 

the school bus turnaround if we can’t 
drive up the hill?

Our homes and our properties are 
also at risk. Fire trucks and ambulances 
would have trouble during snowy or icy 
conditions.

In early January 2009, up to 30 cm 
of snow fell in one storm, followed by 
rain the following day. Once again, YRB 
abandoned us at the top of the hill. All 
that wet snow followed by rain caused 
some branches to snap which led to a 
power outage beyond the hill. The only 
reason Fortis was able to drive down 
here and restore power was because a 
private snowplow happened along and 
cleared a single lane down the hill.

What a disgraceful job YRB is 
doing. It would be a shame if a tragedy 
had to happen before their service 
improves. We are all taxpayers down 
here, too. We deserve better treatment.

We want to feel safe again. If 
YRB is not willing to do its job with 
competence and professionalism, let 
someone else do it.

Dale Johnson
Passmore

Democracy not 
well served by 
silencing renters

Area H Director Walter Popoff told 
the audience that he called the meeting on 
the north valley Official Community Plan 
(OCP) because he wanted to represent all 
the residents in Area H North. He said not 
everyone had had an opportunity to speak 
their views. But this mask of democratic 
principles quickly dropped off when he 
said that only people who own their homes 
could speak. This could have silenced any 
number of people.

Strangely enough, I do not recall 
Mr. Popoff telling voters who rent their 
homes to stay home during the election 
that brought him into office. If any renters 
voted for him, they’ve just been demoted 
to second-class constituents.

According to Popoff, the OCP would 
allow zoning and only landowners are 
affected by zoning. But the OCP doesn’t 
contain zoning. Communities would have 
to ask for zoning and go through a whole 
separate public process to get that. Zoning 
or the lack of it would affect us all. 

As a property owner, I view zoning 
(I live in New Denver) as a protection 
of my property values. I am protected 
from having a slaughterhouse or a four-
storey condominium go in next door 
to me. And because my property is an 
extension of my life values, I view zoning 
as a protection of my way of life. If high-
impact development goes in next door to 
me, renters and owners alike will lose a 
pleasant place to live.

Mr. Popoff’s area in the southern 
part of the valley doesn’t have what we 
have in the northern part: a stunning, 
priceless lake. It is already the focus of 
big developers from the Okanagan, from 
Alberta and who knows where else. 
We will all be affected if an Okanagan 
developer is allowed to put multi-storey 
condominiums on the lake, or if the lake is 
taken over by houseboat and jet ski rentals, 
and those are just a few of many examples. 
Our pleasant days of swimming in the lake 
may one day be gone if we don’t act now 
to protect what we have.

continued on page 6
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Here’s but a few...

Zack Graphic Designs & Printer Inks - New Denver

Green Words Writing and Editing - New Denver

D.J.’s Garden Graces - New Denver

Planet Garden Maintenance - New Denver

The Natural Plaster Company - New Denver 

Kootenay Wood Energy - New Denver

Arrowtek Computers- Nakusp

Kootenay Information Technologies - Nakusp

Human Navigator Life Coaching - Nakusp

Spark Tart - Nakusp

Marblehead Station Service - Meadow Creek

Kootenay Lake Computers - Kaslo

Claybrick Pottery - Winlaw

Valley Voice - New Denver

Growing communities one idea at a time.

Since inception, the Self-Employment
program has helped hundreds of businesses 

get started in the West Kootenay.

Supported by

For more information on the Self 
Employment Program contact Farhana 
Dumont in Nakusp 265-3674 X 201 or 

call the Nelson office 352-1933

Development pressure has already 
driven property taxes up. It has also 
driven rents up – ample demonstration that 
renters are paying a substantial share of 
the property taxes in this valley. It is well 
known that uncontrolled development 
causes homeowners to lose their homes 
for inability to keep up with taxes. They 
have to sell out and move somewhere else 
that’s less beautiful.

There was a time when only people 
who owned property could vote in 
Canada. This is referred to in some 
historical accounts as a caste system 
carried over from England during the 
rule of kings.

But Canada doesn’t have two classes 
of citizens today. 

So whether you rent or own, go 
to the public hearing in March (date to 
be announced) and state your opinion. 
RDCK planners say that everyone will 
be welcome to speak.

Anne Sherrod
New Denver

continued from page 5 Threat or 
opportunity?

It was very encouraging to see the 
recent public meeting on the Area H 
North OCP bring out such a diverse 
group of people who care about our 
community. We have been discussing 
what an OCP is for the past two years 
in numerous public meetings, in small 
community meetings held on weekends 
last February, in newspaper articles and 
in newsletters that have been mailed to 
every household. I appreciate some may 
have missed out so I’d like to clarify a 
few misunderstandings and encourage 
all to become involved to ensure we have 
an OCP that truly represents our entire 
community.

First of all, it is important Mr. Popoff 
does his electoral math before he feels 
he has a mandate for his anti-planning 
agenda here in the North. Elected with 
only 36% overall, his anti-planning 
platform received only 28% of the votes 
in Area H North. With a 50% electoral 

turnout (low by electoral standards), 
that represents 14% of Area H North 
voters. The 86% in favour of planning 
represented by the questionnaire, with 
a 44% return rate (a high return rate for 
questionnaires), also included absentee 
residents. I do not understand how he 
thinks a show of hands at a meeting, 
a plebiscite or vote would be more 
representative, not to mention a wise use 
of our tax dollars. We have shown our 
interest in pursuing a planning process 
and are two years down the road with 
hours of transparent public input. To 
interrupt that now would be a serious 
disregard for democracy.

We have now reached a stage where 
all community members have been 
invited to review the current draft and 
make amendments. Many are justifiably 
concerned it may impose restrictions on 
what they can or cannot do. Rather than a 
threat, the OCP is actually an opportunity 
for us to ensure our concerns are met 
and our way of life here in the valley is 
protected. It is a binding bylaw to ensure 
the RDCK will follow the wishes and 
vision of the people. An OCP must also 
be reviewed every five years, thereby 
giving us opportunities to update it as 
we see fit. The RDCK cannot change 
the OCP without our consent or pass 
any bylaws that conflict with it. If further 
bylaws are to be adopted, they also need 
our approval. Furthermore, it is a legal 
document that is consulted before the 
Province makes decisions that affect our 
local area and residents.  

This is our opportunity to guide 
what, where and how development can 
take place in our communities. Recently, 
developers from Kelowna bought 
lakefront property at Enterprise Creek 
and have plans to develop marinas, a 
helipad, and ensure year-round rental 
of those properties. As we did not have 
an OCP in place there was no public 
recourse to oppose or alter those plans. 
Until we have an OCP, we do not have 
a voice. The regulations of the RDCK 
or Province do not necessarily protect or 
represent our local interests. An OCP, of 
our making, will.  

The OCP process has a built-
in mechanism for every resident to 
comment on, help amend and vote in 
favour or against it at the public hearing. 
I encourage all residents of Area H North 
to read our OCP and take advantage 
of this wonderful opportunity to work 
together to protect and plan for our 
future. I ask Mr. Popoff to stop trying 
to divide and threaten our community, 
follow correct democratic procedures 
and schedule the public hearing.

Liza Ireland
Past Chair of the Advisory 

Planning Commission
Hills

The moral issue 
around IPPs

Private power projects do not 
raise only political, environmental and 
economic issues. There is also a moral 
issue here. 

Upholding moral values is hard 
when a civilization encourages 
territorialism rather than sharing; guns 
instead of food; war over peace; and 
business becoming more important than 
life itself. Water is the cradle of genesis, 

the fountain upon which we draw our 
health and well-being. My grandmother 
once said, “Good governance is equal 
to the quality of water given to the 
children.”

I’ve just returned from my second 
presentation by AXOR outlining their 
smaller footprint hydro project on 
Glacier, Howser and North Creeks 
in the Duncan. The proponents are 
brilliant when it comes to numbers and 
calculations – they are very self-assured 
and can answer any question. Simon 
Gourdeau, their main spokesperson, 
can talk to you, around you, make you 
dizzy and finally you collapse in your 
seat. Their biologist states that the fish 
will be better off after the project than 
before. How is that possible? How can 
they be so positive? Were they born 
that way? Perhaps their education or 
corporate status gives them the power 
of positive thinking?

It’s not only one power project 
but it’s the 600 in process and the 
8,000+ creek rights that have been sold, 
awaiting their turn at the trough. It paves 
the way for owning the water and land 
in remote wilderness, the last pockets 
of survival for condemned animals and 
trees. It takes the water from the creeks 
and destroys the nourishing oxygenated 
morning mist.

Prominent world rivers are drying 
up: the Colorado, the Yangtze, the Indus, 
the Ganges and the Nile. Lake Chad in 
Africa, the Aral Sea has shrunk by 90%. 
Our great lakes are receding rapidly. 
Australia has had drought for six years, 
closing a mill that once fed 20 million 
people in grain. While walking across 
our country for water, I noted that some 
rivers on the map vanished. People 
were dying from tainted water before 
Walkerton with unusual cancers in 
some area. It’s endless and doesn’t take 
a prophet to see the writing on the wall.

It’s an arrogant dominant attitude 
that leads us to think we can manage 
nature solely to our advantage. A green 
footprint is not hydro lines as far as the 
eye can see, sending out waves that 
affect life.

Jumbo, mega projects are just acts 
of supremacy that make the masses 
dependent on them, serfs to the business 
nobility that exploits the earth for profit. 
Why can’t we become individually, 
locally self-sustaining? It’s actually 
cheaper and easier on the environment 
rather than paying for power forever.

The earth is a sacred living entity. 
What we do to the littlest of things 
affects all of us. Half the honeybees, 
our pollinators are gone. We live in the 
sacred headwaters of this land, truly the 
great Canadian watershed. These Titanic 
visions have to end if we are ever to 
realistically figure out what are the most 
precious things to live for.

There is a depression/repression 
coming and the main distraction will 
be a war to end all wars. Our planet is 
a fragile bubble floating in space. What 
is this intoxication for power when in 
the end we can’t eat money or drink 
lightbulbs? The most important job right 
now is to grow a garden, become self-
sufficient. Stand by your community, 
your family, your source with love in 
your heart.

Eloise Charet, Bear Clan
New Denver

Building sound 
infrastructure – 
corrected

Following up on my previous letter, I 
was not suggesting that trails be plowed. 
My greater concern is, as we move 
forward into times of environmental 
concern and economic difficulty, that 
municipal governments need to reassess 
how they’ve always done things, and 
start adopting methods that encourage 
more environmentally friendly, and less 
expensive modes of transport.

In the past, the priority has always 
been to get the cars and trucks moving. 
But with more and more people being 
asked to leave their cars at home, and 
more and more out of economic necessity, 
being forced to leave their cars at home, 
municipal governments need to begin 
accommodating the move away from the 
private automobile, and towards public 
transit, bicycles and feet!

And it’s not just the municipalities 
that need to pay attention, but the 
provincial and federal governments as 
well.

We’re hearing a lot about how the 
feds and provinces are going to put money 
out for infrastructure, partly to encourage 
job creation, and partly to provide the 
people with safer more efficient transport.

But I have to wonder if governments 
are really paying attention. What good 
will rebuilt roads and bridges be if the 
people can’t afford to drive? Further, 
what good will fixing up the roads be 
if they still don’t accommodate cyclists 
and walkers?

The old adage “build it and they will 
come” springs to mind. If we build and 
maintain safe cycling routes, more people 
will use them. If we build walking paths 
that are easy to negotiate, and actually go 
where people need to go, more people will 
use them. In North America we’re entirely 
focussed on making it easy for cars to 
go from A to B. The result is, everyone 
(almost) has a car. In turn, the fact 
everyone has a car is contributing big time 
to global warming and environmental 
destruction.

Perhaps if we begin to build 
infrastructure that makes it easier for 
people to get around without using their 
automobiles, they will make use of it!

In Europe for example, most people 
own bicycles. More people use trains and 
bicycles than cars. The result is cleaner, 
more people-friendly cities and towns. 
The other result is healthier people. 
Europe has nowhere near the problems 
with medical issues, such as obesity, as a 
direct result of the fact that more people 
walk, cycle and use alternative transport. 
Perhaps it’s time we here in North 
America pay attention.

If we are ever going to successfully 
combat environmental collapse, and save 
ourselves from economic ruin, then we 
need to make it easier for people to use 
alternative and less expensive forms of 
transport. One place to start, as I’ve said 
before, is to adopt new methods of dealing 
with things, like heavy snowfall, to make 
it easier for walkers and cyclists. The 
second place to start is to demand that our 
governments include infrastructure such 
as cycle lanes, walking paths and public 
transit in their planning and finance.

Will Webster
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SILVERTON BUILDING SUPPLIES
216 Lake Avenue, Silverton

Phone: 358-2293
Toll-free: 1-800-332-0588
sbs@silvertonbuilding.ca

Cleaning Out the Garage: SALE
50% off 1” x 12” clear pine shelving 6’ long 
 reg. $14.99 SALE $7.49 ea 
     8’ long.
 reg $19.99 SALE. $9.99 ea
     5/8” thick G1S shelving 1’x 4’ 
 reg. $4.99 SALE $2.49 ea

5’ x 8’ Bound Area Rugs 
 reg. $ 39.99 SALE $31.99 ea

Saxony Carpet 12’ wide two colours  Blue & Taupe
 reg $15.95/sq yd SALE $8.95/sq yd

Ceramic Tile Super Sale
     13” x 13”  Sunset Almond
 reg. $2.19 SALE $ 1.19 ea
     11.5” x 11.5” Rungo Light
 reg.  $1.79 SALE $1.19 ea
     6” x 6” wall tile Bravacasa white  
 reg. 60¢ SALE 45¢ ea

by Leah Main
• RCMP Corporal Todd Bowden 

delivered his regular quarterly report 
to council. In the third quarter of 2008, 
Slocan Lake Detachment responded to 
26 calls for service out of New Denver, 
mostly property offenses and requests 
for general assistance. 

Participation in a regional initiative 
focused on organized crime enabled 
them to target 65 marijuana grow 
operations between Trout Lake and 
Salmo (with the bulk of them in the 
Slocan Valley), confiscating over 
13,000 plants, and to identify at least 
one organized crime group in this 
area. As one member from Slocan 
Lake Detachment was seconded to 
this effort from June to September, 
there was “a direct impact on service 
capability here,” which was noticed in 
the community. Bowden has made his 
superiors aware of the strain this put on 
local resources.

The two constables in the 

New Denver council, January 27: RCMP delivers quarterly report
detachment are both due to rotate out 
to new postings in June, and efforts are 
under way to replace them.

He reiterated that the detachment 
is now administered through the 
Kootenay-Boundary regional office. 
There will be additional resources, 
such as a plainclothes team, available 
through regional administration. 

Mayor Wright reiterated his fears 
that because of regional priorities, local 
policing is in jeopardy.

• Councillor Greensword has met 
with representatives from surrounding 
communities regarding ambulance 
service, prior to meeting with 
Diane Gagnon, local health service 
administrator. Greensword reported 
that there seems to be great variation in 
service and support between urban and 
rural areas, with the bulk of provincial 
funding going to the larger cities. 
After considerable discussion, council 
decided to submit a resolution to the 
Association of Kootenay-Boundary 

Local Governments regarding 
ambulance service, with hopes this 
will be forwarded to the Union of BC 
Municipalities for further support.

• Councillor Bunka has had 
discussions with Highways and with 
the Provincial Emergency Program 
regarding debris from the recent 
snowslides in Carpenter Creek, which 
presents a potential threat to the Village 
this spring. Council will write to the 
appropriate ministries to investigate 
whether something can be done about 
this before the situation becomes a true 
emergency.

• The donation store had a 
considerable amount of garbage to 
be picked up recently – over 60 bags, 
plus the equivalent of another 50 
bags of other items, such as furniture. 
This exceeds the quantity expected 
under current rates. Council discussed 
options for dealing with this, and will 
investigate further for a future report 
and recommendations.

submitted
Gardeners in New Denver are 

gearing up for another fabulous growing 
year and plan to launch the season with a 
Seedy Saturday event on February 21 at 
the Hidden Garden Gallery. From 1 till 
3 pm, Bay Herrmann and Jane Murphy 
will lead a discussion on seed saving, 
local seed varieties and growing tips 
for our area. 

Everyone is welcome, from novice 

Seedy Saturday in New Denver
to experienced gardeners. It is a time 
to share and learn from each other. 
Bring your favourite seed varieties and 
catalogues and tips to share with the 
group or just come along and listen in.

A seed exchange and sale will follow 
the discussion from 3 to 5 pm. This is a 
chance to find new seeds and swap some 
of your surplus vegetable, herb or flower 
seeds that may not last for years to come. 
Local, open-pollinated and heritage 

varieties are especially sought after, but 
any viable seeds are welcome. 

If you do not have any seeds to 
swap here is a chance to get started. Just 
leave a donation and browse around. 
Extra envelopes are useful. Commercial 
growers are welcome to come with 
packaged seeds for sale and DJ, at 
Garden Graces should have her new 
seeds in from a nursery in Vernon.

Bring on the Spring!

Family fun day for 
north Slocan Valley
by Katrine Campbell

Families from Summit Lake to 
Slocan City and all points in between 
are invited to participate in a Spirit of BC 
Family Fun Day in New Denver.

The free events take place in and 
around the Bosun Hall February 14, 
from 11 am to 3 pm. Organizer Bonnie 
Greensword says there will be a sledding 
area for kids, a games area featuring a 
hockey skills contest, and a teepee where 
kids can sit and listen to native stories. 
Hank Hastings will be there with his 
accordion, too.

“The day is totally focused on 
families,” she says, “and small children 
must bring mom and/or dad.”

She also suggests kids bring a sled 
and a helmet, hockey sticks for the skills 
competition, and that they have a good 
lunch before heading to the hall for the 
fun. Later in the afternoon, there will 
be peanut-free granola bars and organic 
apple cider available for refuelling – 
bring your own non-breakable cups.

submitted
The Slocan Fitness Centre in the 

Village of Slocan invites you and 
your family to discover your stretch 
of the Slocan Valley Rail  Trail on 
Saturday, February 21 from noon 
to 3 pm.

Gather at the gazebo on the beach 
at noon, then ski, walk or snowshoe 
portions of the trail on your own or 
accompanied by outdoor naturalist 
Shannon Bennett.

Learn about the activity of 
forest landscape during winter as 
well as entertaining local historical 
anecdotes. Snowshoes will be 
available at no charge.

Once you’ve had your outing, 

Slocan Fitness Centre hosts rail trail event
return to the gazebo for hot chocolate 
and hot dogs, and warm up by the fire 
for some impromptu singing and fun.

The sun and warmer weather are 
returning but trail groomers assure 
us that the compacted snow on the 
trail will remain long after it’s gone 
in the woods.

This trail promotion event 
is made possible by the UBCM 
Community Health Promotion Fund.

The Slocan Fitness Centre has 
been open daily since December 1 
and has commercial quality fitness 
equipment. Attendance at the centre 
doubled in the month of January 
with 364 users and several fitness 
and wellness programs are currently 

underway. The centre is open daily; 
call 355-2355 for hours.

VILLAGE OF 

NEW DENVER 

– OPEN HOUSE –
2009 BUDGET

The Council of the Village of New Denver cordially invites 
the residents of the village to attend a 2009 Budget Open 
House on Tuesday, February 17, 2009 at 7:00 pm in Knox 
Hall. Council is looking for your advice in preparing its 2009 
Budget. Come and provide your input on four general op-
tions that have been prepared for your comment.  Hope 
to see you there.

MAYOR & COUNCIL OF THE VILLAGE OF 
NEW DENVER

Village of 
Silverton

NOTICE
The Council of the Village of Silverton invites public 
consultation in the preparation of the Village of Silverton’s 
2009 Five Year Financial Plan.

Council will be holding budget meetings in the near 
future and welcomes public input from members of the 
community with regards to items of concern they would 
like to see addressed in the 2009 budget.

Please submit your comments or concerns to:

The Village of Silverton
PO Box 14
421 Lake Avenue
Silverton, BC V0G 2B0
Or
Email to: cao@silverton.ca

Deadline for submission: February 28, 2009

Please check the Community Bulletin Board at the 
Silverton post boxes for Budget Meeting dates and times.

Slocan Fitness Centre
Invites you to discover

your stretch of

The Slocan Valley Rail Trail

Saturday, February 21,
Noon to 3:00 p.m.

Ski or walk up to 2 km
Ski or walk 5 km to view the swans

Ski 8 km to Lemon Creek Bridge

OR

Have a snowshoe adventure with 
outdoor naturalist Shanoon Bennett.
Learn about the activity in the winter 

woods and local history.
Free snowshoe rental.

Gazebo on-the-beach
Village of Slocan

Free hot chocolate & hot dogs

Financial support for  the Slocan Fitness Centre has come 
from the UBCM Community Health Promotion Fund and the 
vision and hardwork of community volunteers. The Slocan 

Fitness Centre is open daily. Phone for hours: 355-2355

Nelson singer-songwriter Aspen Switzer 
performed at the Silverton Gallery January 

31 to launch her new CD, Humble but 
Bearing no Apology, and a national tour. 
Switzer played original songs with social, 

emotional and spiritual depth.
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Smokey Creek Salvage
24 HR TOWING

New & Used Auto Parts, Back Hoe Work, 
Certified Welding & Repairs, Vehicle Removal

WE BUY CARS & TRUCKS
359-7815 ; 1-877-376-6539

3453 YEATMAN RD, SOUTH SLOCAN

WANTED 
TO BUY: 

CEDAR AND 
PINE POLES
John Shantz

• 250-308-7941 (cell)

Please contact: Gorman 
Brothers Lumber Ltd.

250-547-9296

by Katrine Campbell
Ready to get back into shape, 

but aren’t sure how? If you live near 
Nakusp, check out Susan Mackie’s 
brand new website, susanspilates.com. 
The site will give you all you need 
to know about Pilates and Mackie’s 
studio.

Susan’s Pilates Studio in Nakusp launches website
“The website is a great resource 

for people who are interested in 
learning about Pilates and for regular 
participants,” said Mackie.

The site contains lots of information 
about this method of exercise and its 
benefits, as well as class schedules 
and rates, and pictures and info on the 
studio’s facilities.

At the end of March, Mackie says 
she will be offering a new class called 
‘Pilates Boot Camp.’ “We’ll pick up 
the heart rate a bit in this class,” she 
explained. “This is a version of my 
knock out class that I used to do at the 
gym, with Pilates principles.”

Here’s a bit of what the website 
has to say: 

“Pilates is a method of exercises and 
physical movement designed to stretch, 

strengthen, and balance the body. Pilates 
workouts focus on building a strong 
healthy body by promoting concentrated 
movement. Compared to yoga exercise, 
Pilates is more dynamic. 

“Pilates is designed to combine your 
breathing rhythm with the movement 
of your body. In Pilates exercise you 
hold your power house tightly in place 
while moving your arms and legs in 

different directions. This challenges 
your flexibility, balance, stability and 
strength.”

Contact Susan at 250-265-4952 or 
studio@susanspilates.com. 

by Katrine Campbell
A fire near the Burton waste 

transfer station several years ago has 
triggered a job creation proposal to 
get rid of wood that could be fuel for 
another conflagration.

Area K Director Paul Peterson 
got the ball rolling. 

“That whole area interfaces with 
the community. About 80 per cent of 

Burton looking to a fire interface project
the trees are dead or dying larch or 
birch, so we gotta get it out of there.”

Jesper Nielsen of True North 
Forestry Consulting is looking 
after the project now.  It’s in the 
early stages; first step is to apply 
for funding from the Union of BC 
Municipalities to pay for a formal 
plan. Then, they would apply for 
funding from the province’s Job 

Opportunity Program for displaced 
forestry workers and from Columbia 
Basin Trust to hire five people to 
remove the deadwood.

“We may look at a longer term,” 
Nielsen said, “but it would be on a 
project-by-project basis.”

The cleared trees would be used 
for firewood, as there isn’t much of 
a market for birch or larch, he added. 

P&T logging 
contractors 
receive cheques
by Jan McMurray

Local contractors owed money by 
the now bankrupt Pope & Talbot had 
cheques mailed out to them during the 
last week of January.

Although they were promised 
100% of the money owing them, 
Nakusp Mayor Hamling reported that 
the contractors were paid 98.2 cents on 
the dollar for their work, and 100% of 
their security deposits.

A Ministry of Forests and Range 
spokesperson said that the ministry 
and Pricewaterhouse Coopers, the 
company hired to monitor P&T’s 
bankruptcy proceedings, were working 
to resolve how to make up the shortfall. 

Lynda Lafleur, CBT Community Liaison, presents Mark Brunton and Susan 
Gustafson of Arrow & Slocan Lakes Community Services with a cheque for $3,000 

for the publication of a new community resource guide. This resource guide is a 
current list of all programs and services in Nakusp and area.  It can be picked up 

at the ASLCS office or downloaded from their website at www.aslcs.com. 
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Honey Bear 
Bakery

Winter Hours 
Tues-Fri 9:00-4:00 

Closed Sat, Sun & Mon 
311 7th Ave NW • Nakusp • 265-4633

Rear Alley Entrance

Susan L. Yurychuk • 16 Years Experience

250-358-6804
www.smarthealth.usana.com

By Appointment Only • New Denver

Stone Massage • Deep Tissue  
Salt Glows • Mud Wraps & More

by Katrine Campbell
It’s not often that a potluck inspires 

a website, but that has happened in 
Nakusp.

Caelen LaRocque attended a 
monthly community potluck in Nakusp 
and was inspired to create NakuspLife.

Nakusp monthly potlucks inspire new community website
com, “a free, grassroots, non-profit 
community website for Nakusp…We 
celebrate community building, positive 
news  and the spirit of sharing.”  

The site’s menu is extensive, 
although many of the pages are still 
blank, waiting for someone from the 

community to fill them in.
“There’s lots to be done filling in 

some empty spots,” LaRocque says. 
“That will take feedback and input 
from the visitors to the site.”

Topics include general local news 
and events, a community calendar, 

volunteering, healing and wellness, 
families, seniors, youth/teens, 
spirituality, arts and culture, alternate 
technologies, local facilities, and 
weather, ferries and roads. 

Connecting with the community is 
important, LaRocque says.

“When we focus on building 
true connection in our lives, in our 
relationships and our community, the 
result is trust. Trust that everything, 
and everyone is going to continue to be 
okay, that we’re growing to understand 
that we can rely on each other, and the 

trust that our community can thrive 
in joy and peace, as we live out our 
collective dreams.”

 If you want to be inspired, or 
just want to meet your neighbours 
for a friendly Sunday afternoon, try 
attending the next Nakusp community 
potluck, March 1 from 2 – 6 pm at the 
Seniors’ Hall. There will be an open 
mic, and you’re asked to bring food 
or beverages – simple/lighter fare, 
appetizers, baked treats, juice etc. 
Organizers suggest a donation of $2 
towards the hall rental.
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by Richard Eichenauer
In Opera with a Twist and a Kiss, 

the highly talented Melina and Paul 
Moore infected the audience with their 
joy and zest for singing and acting. 
The show was presented by the Arrow 
Lakes Arts Council at the Bonnington 
on February 7.

The couple’s first number, Irwin 
Berlin’s hilarious ‘I sing better, you 
sing louder...’ duet, immediately 
conveyed their genuine lust for song 
and theatre. The following piece, 
‘Donizetti aria coloratura’ by Lucia di 
Lammermoor, highlighted Melina’s 
classical prowess. The famous drinking 
duet from La Traviata by Verdi took 
the audience into the world of the 
Grand Opera.

Paul and Melina were masterfully 
accompanied by Sandra Fletscher, 
accomplished pianist from Kelowna. 

The couple performed several 
Italian, French and German arias

from classical operas and operettas 
as well as American musicals. The 
German speaking members of the 
audience were delighted to hear their 

Standing ovation for Opera with a Twist and a Kiss 
beloved Franz Lehar’s ‘Dein ist mein 
ganzes Herz,’ (My heart belongs to 
you). The audience also enjoyed taking 
part in the show when Paul got the 
house singing the chorus of the sensous 
‘Celia, O Celia’ love song. There 
were moving arias and songs from 
‘Loveboat’ by Roger-Hammerstein, 
and Gershwin’s ‘I have a crush on 
you.’ Even ‘The Phantom of the Opera’ 
resounded through the hall.

It came as no surprise that the 
couple’s emphasis lay on love songs, 
since they are obviously not only in 
love with their art, but also with each 
other. In their last act, Melina let her 

full head of long golden hair fly and 
was brought to her knees, while Paul, 
Romeo-like with imagined dagger in 
his chest, stretched out beside his love, 
thanking the audience with outstretched 
hands from his corpse pose. 

The packed Bonnington responded 
with a heartfelt standing ovation. A 
night to remember!

Support the Valley Voice with 
a voluntary subscription

Only $10-$30 

This welded metal sculpture, depicting two hockey players in action and some spectators, was unveiled at Nakusp’s 
February 7 event at the arena to kick off Spirit of BC Week. The Arrow Lakes Arts Council was able to commission local 

artist Kate Tupper to create this larger-than-life piece, thanks to a Spirit of BC grant.
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submitted
“We can’t blame Bernard 

for having a lover who was 
pretending to be my lover so 
you wouldn’t know she was his 
lover, while all the time I was 
your lover pretending to be her 
lover so that he wouldn’t know 
you had a lover.” 

Welcome to the convoluted 
madness of Don’t Dress for 
Dinner, the French-Anglo farce 
said to have more twists than a 
corkscrew.

This Valentine‘s season, 
Folkwood Players serve up this 
side-splitting comedy written by 
the French master farceur Marc 
Camoletti and adapted by Robin 
Hawdon. The play ricochets 
between infidelity, naughtiness, 
cordon bleu cooking and deceit.  

Don’t Dress for Dinner 
opens at Edgewood Legion Hall 
February 13.  For those who 
feel like making an evening of 
it, there will be a potluck dinner 
beginning at 5:30 pm. The show 
begins at 7 pm and the bar is open 
from 4 pm to midnight. Tickets 
are $10 for adults. (Sorry, no 
minors at this venue.) 

Don’t Dress for Dinner plays 
again at Fauquier Community 
Hall on   February 21 and 28. 
Both performances offer a dinner 
theatre opportunity with a full 
dinner provided by the Fauquier-
Needles WI. Dinner begins at 5 

pm, show starts at 7. Tickets for 
the dinner are $10 each; tickets 
for the performance only are $10 

Danielle Kerr, who plays Suzanne, models one of her costumes 
for Folkwood Players’ production of Don’t Dress for Dinner. 

for adults, $5 for minors.
Tickets are available at the 

door. 

Folkwood Players present Don’t Dress For Dinner

by Jan McMurray
Special Olympics BC 

(SOBC), a registered charitable 
organization, offers sports 
programs and competitive 
opportunities to people with 
intellectual and physical 
disabilities in many BC 
communities. Nakusp and area 
is in the process of becoming 
one of those communities.

A group of interested people 
met in Nakusp in December 
with Leslie Thornley, SOBC 

Nakusp Special Olympics board of directors seeking volunteers
regional field manager for the 
area, to find out how to get 
started.

“We’re moving right along,” 
reported Terri McLeod, SOBC 
local co-ordinator for our region 
and board chair. “We’ve elected 
people to a new Nakusp Special 
Olympics board of directors, 
and we’re calling out to people 
in the community who have an 
interest of any kind to support 
Special Olympics. We need 
people for a variety of volunteer 

opportunities like coaching, 
organizing, and generalized 
support to our athletes.”

Training to become a SO 
coach is provided in Kelowna. 
“You don’t have to have 
coaching experience – you have 
to have patience, be positive 
and upbeat, and work well with 
people with special needs,” said 
McLeod.

She says that Special 
Olympics is not just about 
special needs citizens competing 
– it’s also about the discipline of 
training, exercising and learning 
healthy lifestyle choices like 
proper nutrition and being 
happy no matter whether you 
win or lose.

Once coaches and athletes 
are recruited, McLeod says 
the board will choose a sport 
for Nakusp. She explained 
that they will have to take into 
consideration the facilities 
available in Nakusp and the 
small number of local Special 
Olympic athletes. “We won’t 
be choosing aquatics, because 
we don’t have a pool, and we 
won’t be choosing team sports, 
because we don’t have enough 
athletes for teams,” she said, 
mentioning that Bocce ball, 
rhythmic gymnastics, golf or 
basketball might be appropriate.

McLeod explained that 
Thornley will be back for the 
group’s February 23 meeting to 
educate board members about 
each board member’s role and 
how Nakusp’s SO group fits into 
the larger provincial SO picture. 

“The board will be learning and 
organizing for a year before 
athletes get involved. We may 
be ready to begin training 
athletes next summer or fall.” 

McLeod says there are 
about eight adults and four to six 

children interested in becoming 
Special Olympic athletes in the 
Nakusp area so far. 

People from Silverton to 
Nakusp to Edgewood are invited 
to get involved as volunteers, 
volunteer coaches, or athletes. 

For more information or if 
you would like to volunteer, 
call McLeod at 250-265-0177. 
Volunteers are required to 
commit two hours a month, 
and the board meets 10 months 
out of each year. 

submitted
During the weekend of 

February 27-March 1 in Nakusp, 
a training workshop will be held 
for those who would like to 
learn the principles of restorative 
justice as they apply to minor 
infractions of the law.

Restorative justice focuses 
on repairing the harm done 
by an offence. The Kootenay 
Restorative Justice program, 
under the umbrella of WE 

Restorative justice training workshop offered
Graham Community Service 
Society, has been using this 
process successfully since 2003.

Friday evening’s information 
session, beginning at 4 pm, is 
open to the public. Kay Medland, 
a certified facilitator trainer and 
program manager for Trail 
RCMP’s Victim Services, will 
lead the session. She is also an 
instructor at the Justice Institute 
of BC and has previously led 
training sessions in the area.

School personnel, social 
agencies, and other community 
members  wi l l  f ind  th i s 
information useful and relevant.

Registration is required by 
February 20 for catered meal 
planning. Donations to the 
program are gratefully accepted.

For more information and 
to register, contact Suzanne at 
250-226-7942 or Carol at 250-
358-2125 or email krjustice@
wegcss.org.

No Excuse headlined for the 17th annual Midwinter Blues Boogie at the Silverton Memorial Hall Saturday February 
7, performing a footstompin’ array of rock and blues standards that kept the house dancing ‘til well after midnight. 

Nelson-based band Lazy Poker opened the night with singer Aryn Sherriff’s powerhouse blues mama vocals.
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Valentine’s 
Day Sale! 

February 14 from 
9 am – 5 pm. 

– One Day Only – 
20% off entire stock!

Wedding Dresses & Prom Dresses, Mother of the Bride & Bridesmaid 
Dresses, Cocktail Dresses, Custom Design & Accessories

1B-1801 Columbia Ave (above CIBC), 
Castlegar 250-304-1901,
info@kissthekootenaybride.ca 
www.kissthekootenaybride.ca

Global Gift 
Discoveries 

Inspiring 
Arts 

318  Broadway  S t .   Nakusp ,  BC   265 -3288

Winter Hours
Open: Friday and Saturday • 10:30 a.m. - 5:00p.m.

Regular hours resume March 15th
“Have a fabulous winter, see you in the spring!”

Debra and Rod

 submitted
A life and death experience on 

Slocan Lake, a trapline that passes 
through Slocan Valley history, a 
mystical experience in the mall, the first 
Doukhobor migration, the little paper 
that didn’t and a roadside café with 
characters: these are the themes to be 
found at Word of Mouth 8 – Storytelling 
in the Slocan Valley. 

This year the magical mix of tall 
tale, true life and all points in between 
takes place Sunday, February 22 at the 
Passmore Lodge, 1-4 pm. Hosted by 
Slocan Valley Recreation, the event has 
become a part of the fabric of life in the 
West Kootenays and this mid-winter 
escape promises to take everyone on a 
flight of fancy to somewhere familiar, 
yet uniquely different.

Admission to Word of Mouth is $10 
in advance and $12 at the door. Tickets 
can be purchased at the Slocan Valley 
Recreation office and at the Silver King 

Storytelling at Passmore Lodge offers a winter escape
Campus of Selkirk College. Seating is 
limited so get your tickets early. Phone 
226-0008 for more information. 

The Passmore Lodge is located on 
the Old Passmore Road, which parallels 
Hwy 6 in Passmore. It is approximately 
15 km north of the Highway 3A junction 
and 2 km north of Slocan Park. Watch 
for signs.

Here’s a breakdown of those who 
will be sharing their stories:

• Hanks Hastings – Survival Sailing. 
Slocan Lake can be unpredictable and 
cantankerous. Hank recounts his own 
story of when that fine line from pleasure 
to panic is crossed.

• Bessie Wapp – Jesus Christ 
Superstore. A cross-dressing turn as 
Pontius Pilate (in a sing-along screening 
of the timeless classic) could only lead 
to romance and ‘complications’. A visit 
to the local shopping mall offers surreal 
solutions!

• Gary Burns – Up the Line. Gary’s 

story begins with the prospectors’ initial 
discovery of silver in the Slocan Valley 
in 1891, and the subsequent rush of 
human activity which followed. Most 
of this early history has its origins in the 
middle of the registered trapline that this 
fifth generation local has frequented for 
many years. 

• Moe Lyons – Flight of the Arrow. 
This long-time activist cut her political 
teeth in the ’70s on a little alternative 
newspaper out of Castlegar called The 
Arrow. No one knew a damn thing about 
design or layout, but they had lots of 
opinions and could write up a storm, and 
were certain they had what it took to set 
the world right. Or rather, left.

• Anne DeGrace – Alice’s Tale. In 
a side-of-the-road diner on a mountain 
pass, during one extraordinary, windy 
day in 1977, an odd assortment of 
travellers cross paths, including a water 
witcher, a business tycoon on the lam, 
a couple practicing midwifery in a 
psychedelic school bus, and a habitual 
flower thief. 

• Wendy Voykin – Settling in 
Waterloo. Having arrived from Russia 
in search of religious freedom, the 
Doukhobor community had their lands 
in Saskatchewan confiscated by the 
Canadian government. In 1907, this 
group of 8,000 then moved en masse 
to the Kootenays. Why here? And how 
was this massive move accomplished? 

This event is supported by the Slocan 
Valley Arts Council, Selkirk College 
and the Columbia Basin Alliance for 
Literacy.

by Katrine Campbell
Theory of a Dead Man. Never heard 

of them? How about Trooper? Or the 
Yardbirds? Or the Troggs?

These are just a few of the acts 
booked for this year’s Nakusp Music 
Fest, July 17-19, and more are being 
scheduled as we’re going to print.

Doug Switzer of Octopus Productions 
says that although ticket sales are “a little 
slower than last year,” likely because of 
the dire state of the economy, “we’re still 
expecting a sellout.”

The acts booked to date include the 
Hip Replacements (a Tragically Hip 

Music Fest piling up the big names
tribute band), Nick Gilder and Sweeny 
Todd, Sweet, Skavenjah, Gregg Rolie 
(former lead singer with Santana), 
Emerson Drive, Mobadass, Hot Rash, 
Mad Shadow and Blues Traveler.

The Music Fest is bringing back the 
big-screen TVs it used last year, says 
Switzer, and “we’re working on some 
ideas, some community stuff for the 
same weekend. There’ll be a few new 
surprises – we always like to shake things 
up a little.

“It will be a good time once again.”
Full details are available on the 

website, nakuspmusicfest.ca.

West Coast Rockers, Trooper, will play the Nakusp MusicFest again this year.
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We would like to to thank 
our local historical societies 
for their awesome work in 

preserving our heritage.

We would like to thank the 
Arrow Lakes Historical 

Society and the Nakusp and 
District Museum Society.

Village of 
New Denver

thanks the Silvery 

Slocan Historical 

Society and the 

Kyowakai Society.

Glacier View Service

Hwy 6 
New Denver

358-2445

“History is a vast early 
warning system.”

Norman Cousins

We would like to thank 
our local historical 

societies  and all 
the volunteers for 

their hard work and 
dedication.

98 1st Ave NW • Nakusp • 265-4911

Nakusp, BC • 265-4615

We would like to thank 
our local historical 

societies  and all 
the volunteers for 

their hard work and 
dedication.

Salutes the 
ongoing work 

of our local 
historical societies on 

Heritage Week, 
February 16 - 22, 

2009
303 Lake • Silverton • 358-

Thank You to all the 
Societies within Area 
H who are working to 
preserve our History 

and Heritage.
RDCK Area H Director

Walter Popoff

-CATCH A BIT OF HERITAGE-

COLT 45
Fri. Feb. 13 & Sat, 

Feb.14 at 9 pm
96 4th Ave. SW • Nakusp, BC • 265-3314

Smokey Creek Salvage
24 HR TOWING

New & Used Auto Parts, Back Hoe Work, 
Certified Welding & Repairs, Vehicle Removal

WE BUY CARS & TRUCKS
359-7815; 1-877-376-6539

3453 YEATMAN RD, SOUTH SLOCAN

“History teaches us that men 
and nations behave wisely 
once they have exhausted all 
other alternatives.”

— Abba Eban

by Bruce Rohn, Arrow Lakes 
Historical Society 

The SS Kootenay, built at the 
Nakusp shipyard at a cost of $23,007, 
was launched on March 27. On her first 
through trip to Trail in 1897, the Trail 
Creek News reported:

“...The new steamer strongly 
resembles her sister boat, the SS Nakusp, 
but is 12.5 feet longer and a foot wider. 
With her new coat of white paint 
trimmed in yellow, she was pronounced 
as pretty a craft that sails the inland 
waters. Her interior fittings are carried 
out in sumptuous style. The woodwork 
is done in a natural finish relieved by 
white trimmings. The ladies’ cabin is 
especially handsome, fitted out with 
heavy Brussels carpets, big mirrors and 
luxurious leather furniture...” 

On June 1, 1897, the CPR put on a 
daily boat service between Arrowhead 
and Trail alternating the Kootenay with 
the Nakusp. When the Nakusp got 
stranded on the rapids below Robson 
for two months in the fall, the Kootenay 
picked up her passengers and tried to 
pull her off of the gravel bar, but all 
attempts failed. 

After the Nakusp burned in 
December, the Kootenay alternated 
with the SS Rossland.

The Kootenay possessed a hydraulic 
steering apparatus which takes over the 
labour of turning the wheel by hand. 

Sailing the Arrow Lakes on the SS Kootenay
Captain William Short, who took over 
from Captain Nesbitt, used it for a 
while but most of the captains felt the 
wheel didn’t respond as well when it 
was engaged.

For the next nine years, the Kootenay 
and the SS Rossland alternated the daily 
run, Robson to Arrowhead, with the 
SS Minto in relief capacity. After the 
railway from Trail to West Robson was 
built, West Robson became the transfer 
point. The crews lived at Arrowhead 
and a certain rivalry developed. The 
Kootenay with her shallow draft and 
flat-bottom design made her handy for 
negotiating the narrow channels and 
beach landings during low water. It 
became the favourite among the people 
who lived along the lake, much like the 
Minto in later years.

The first three months of 1907 
would test Kootenay’s grit and durability. 
In January she got stuck in ice below 
Nakusp for a couple of days. The route 
north from Nakusp to Arrowhead was 
all but closed due to ice. Passengers who 
left Nakusp on February 5 had to walk 
the last part of the way over the ice into 
Arrowhead. In March, the Kootenay got 
stuck in ice opposite Oatscott and took 
two weeks to break through to Needles. 

The Kootenay was taken out of 
service for two and a half months in the 
spring of 1909. In order to accommodate 
the large tourist season the CPR 
expected, 16 additional staterooms were 
built on the main deck for the officers 
and their old quarters were refitted for 
passengers. Electric bells were installed 
in all staterooms and electric fans in the 
dining room.

Excursions were the main highlights 
for the 1913 and 1914 seasons. On July 1, 
1913 about 200 Rossland excursionists 
arrived at Edgewood on the Kootenay, 
specially chartered for the occasion. The 
merchant’s picnic, from Revelstoke to 
St. Leon July 29, 1914, marked the last 

time CPR boats went up to Revelstoke. 
The Minto and Kootenay sailed with 540 
people and two bands.

One of the Kootenays’ last hurrahs 
was on June 7, 1915, when she arrived 
at the Nakusp wharf. The town had flags 
flying everywhere, and a large contingent 
greeted the boat with a brass band 
playing patriotic music. She was carrying 
the advance party of the 54th Kootenay 
Battalion, headed for the war in France.

The transfer barge service ended 
in June 1915 and the Kettle Valley 
Railroad’s first through trip from Hope 
to Nelson came August 1, 1916, making 

the Arrow Lakes a three-trip-per-week 
local route instead of a connector to the 
coast. The glory days were gone, and the 
harsh winters of 1916 and 1917 made 
it official.

On January 11, 1916, the Kootenay 
got stuck in an ice jam 30 inches thick 
topped by 18 inches of snow, and didn’t 
reach Nakusp until February 26. The 
strain on the hull from the ordeal was 
too great and she became a relief boat. 
She sat at the Nakusp shipyard for most 
of 1918-1919. In 1920, Davy Stephens 
began to dismantle her and the old tug 
‘Columbia’ at the shipyard. 

The last chapter in the Kootenay’s 
life was carried out by Captain Robert 
Sanderson, one of the Arrow Lakes’ 
most esteemed steamboat men. Maybe 
sensing an end to the era, he brought 
the boat into the CPR slip in June of 
1921 to turn her into a machine shop 
and residence. He later towed it up to 
Pingston Creek where he would live for 
the next three years. Upon his death in 
1924, Captain Charlie Johnson towed 
the Kootenay back to Nakusp in April of 
1925, where she was beached at Crescent 
Bay, her last resting place. She was 
destroyed by fire on August 15, 1940. 

Patterned after the short-lived SS Nakusp, the sternwheeler SS Kootenay became one of the most reliable boats on the Arrow Lakes.

submitted by Bruce Gardiner, 
president of SHS

The local area has a very rich 
mining history which has its roots in 
a silver boom beginning in the early 
1890s. 

At the turn of the 20th century, 
the Slocan was one of most promising 
silver prospects in the world. This boom 
resulted in the staking of hundreds of 
mining claims, which in turn gave 
rise to the construction of numerous 
trails, roads, buildings, tram lines 
and ore processing mills. Many of 
these structures have disappeared and 
exist only in old photographs and the 
memories of our ‘old-timers.’ 

The Silverton Historical Society 
was formed in 1981 with a mandate to 
collect and document this rich history 
of Silverton and the surrounding area 
for current and future generations. 

Some of the current activities and 
responsibilities of the society include:

Silverton Historical Society works to preserve local history
The archival and maintenance of 

documents and photographs.
Staffing of the Interpretive Centre 

during the summer months.
Maintenance of the Outdoor 

Mining Museum.
Maintenance of the historic 

Fingland log cabin.
Restoration of heritage mining 

trails. 
Development of a short/long-term 

strategic plan for the society, funded by 
a grant from the Columbia Basin Trust, 
which identified several focus areas. 

Our plans in 2009 include further 
development of the photographic 
archives located in the Interpretive 
Centre, investigating the possibilities 
of cataloguing some of the historic 
mining sites around the area, more 
interpretive signage in and around the 
mining displays and the Fingland cabin, 
and increasing our membership base.

The  SHS i s  a  non-p ro f i t 

organization. Grants, donations and 
membership fees help us to continue 
preserving the historical legacy of 
the area. 

The Society holds its AGM each 
year in March (tentatively set for March 
19 this year). 

submitted by Webb Cummings, 
president of the Silvery Slocan 
Historical Society

The Silvery Slocan Historical 
Society was formed almost 40 years ago 
to develop the former Bank of Montreal 
as a museum and to preserve the history 
of the Slocan Lake area. A visit to the 
museum in season would show how well 
this has been done.

The Village of New Denver owns 

Silvery Slocan Museum worth a visit
the property and building, and has always 
supported the society. In recent years, the 
building has become a Heritage Site, and 
has been restored to its historic condition, 
inside and out. A succession of crews, 
supervised by Ken Butler, replaced the 
non-existent foundation, and restored 
the handsome finishing to that of 100 
years ago.

Exhibits are constantly changing and 
being added. An extensive photograph 

collection has been digitized. The last 
major project was the restoration of 
Dr. Brouse’s launch, the Lancet, which 
is exhibited behind the museum. The 
museum is open from June to September, 
staffed by student employees and 
volunteers. The Chamber of Commerce 
operates the Infocentre in the front lobby.

The society’s annual general 
meeting is held in April and we look 
forward to community support.

Silverton Historical Society volunteers 
complete the tram tower display by stringing 
lines between the two replicated tram towers.
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What a difference a few decades make.....
For over 100 years, the Ainsworth Hot 

Springs have drawn visitors from all parts 
of the world.

Experience the Hot Springs today. Stay in 
one of our newly decorated Premium rooms.

Enjoy a delicious meal prepared especially 
for you by Chef Jason Allard.
   • Hot Springs Caves and Pool
   • 43 A/C Rooms
   • Springs Dining Room & Krao Lounge
   • Gift Shop

Hot Springs are open daily from 10 am until 9:30 pm
Springs Dining Room is open daily from 7:30 am - 9:30 pm

Reservations always appreciated.
1-800-668-1171 or 250-229-4212

www.hotnaturally.com

Eric’s Meat Market

A Kaslo 
tradition, 

since 1943!

• Meats
• Cheeses
• Deli
• Sausage

425 Front • Kaslo • 353-2436

Thanks to the 
Lardeau Valley 

Historical Society

Thank you for all your 
volunteer hours and for 
keeping us aware of our 

history.
Andy Shadrack
Director Area D

Thanks to the 
Kootenay Lake 

Historical Society

Your efforts to preserve 
our heritage have not gone 
unnoticed. Thank you for a 

superb volunteer effort!
Andy Shadrack
Director Area Dformerly “Beachcombers”

551 Rainbow • 353-7777

“Each generation 
imagines itself to be more 

intelligent than the one 
that went before it and 
wiser than the one that 

comes after it.”
— George Orwell

The Council of the Village of 
Kaslo 

hereby proclaims the week of 
February 16th to 22th, 2009 

as HERITAGE WEEK 
within the municipality.

Mayor and Council
Village of Kaslo

Fern’s

We carry a great 
selection of local 

history books!

415 Front Street • KASLO 
Phone/Fax: 1-250-353-7474

We appreciate the 
hard work of our local 

historical societies 
in preserving our 

heritage

“History is a guide to navigation in 
perilous times. History is who we are 
and why we are the way we are.”

– David C McCullough

Kaslo
Drugs
403 Front St • 353-2224

Thanking all the 
volunteers who dedicate 

their time to our local 
historical societies.

Rogan Electric 
thanks the City 

Hall Conservation 
Committee for 

years of hard work!
ƒ

Rogan Electric • South Fork
353-9638

“History is the only laboratory 
we have in which to test the 
consequences of thought.”

Etienne Gilson

New Denver                358-2217
Nakusp         265-3605
Kaslo         353-2217

Proud Sponsor of the Langham 
Cultural Centre

Thanks to the Lardeau 
Valley Museum for helping 

to preserve our valley’s 
history!

The Lardeau Valley Historical 
Society Museum sits right next to 
the Lardeau Valley Community 
Hall in Meadow Creek. But even 
with this central location and a 
prominent sign (painted on an old 
sawmill blade) very few people are 
aware of its existence. It is a little-
known treasure, filled with historical 
artifacts donated by local old-timers 
and settlers. 

The building itself is an artifact. 
It was built in Gerrard, almost 
100 years ago, to house staff who 
worked at the fish counting and 
milking station at the south end of 

Preserving the Past at the Lardeau Valley Historical Society Museum
Trout Lake. Moved to its current 
location in 1993, it was reincarnated 
as a museum after a few years of 
renovations.  

Although most of the displays 
were set up during those first years, 
collecting of old photographs 
and various historical artifacts is 
ongoing. Last year, renovations were 
completed in an upstairs bedroom 
so as to house a recent donation: 
a windfall of antique furniture, 
pictures, books and other treasures, 
all of which had originally come 
from the building when used as a 
personal residence in Gerrard after 

the close of the Fisheries operations 
in the mid 1900s.  

For the last three years, the 
museum has doubled its hours of 
operation, opening its doors to the 
public both Saturdays and Sundays 
throughout the summer. We have 
also had the pleasure of employing 
a talented curator, whose expertise 
has benefited both the museum and 
the public. Some of the projects the 
museum has been able to undertake, 
due to our employee and the efforts of 
a few Historical Society volunteers, 
range from upgrading the labels and 
signage throughout the museum, 
to offering elementary students 
an introductory archeological dig 
workshop, to creating a mixed media 
presentation chronicling the history 
of the Duncan Dam and its effects 
on the natural and human landscape.

This young museum, still in 
its formative years, is brimming 
with the rich history of our area. 
There are several families who still 
live in the West Kootenays whose 
humble beginnings are documented 
at the museum – people who built 
the railway up to Gerrard, mined 
the hills for marble, and rode the 
paddlewheelers down the Lardeau 
River and Kootenay Lake. It is a 
well formed package of historical 
significance, ready to be taken a 

step further.
The museum is closed during 

the winter months and has its annual 
grand opening on the Mother’s Day 
weekend.  Please join us this year 
on Sunday, May 10 to celebrate the 
accomplishments to date, see the 
various displays, and learn about 
the intrepid pioneers who settled 
here. Why not drive up to Gerrard to 
watch the land-locked salmon spawn 
and then stop at Drifter’s Restaurant 
for a bite to eat. Why not make a 
day of it in the Lardeau Valley –
with the Lardeau Valley Historical 
Society Museum in Meadow Creek 
becoming a part of your road trip.

For information about the 
Lardeau Valley Historical Society 
email the museum at: museum.lvhs@
gmail.com or phone Lynne – 250 366 
4601 or Catherine – 250 366 4600.

The Lardeau Valley Historical Society Museum sits right next to the Lardeau 
Valley Community Hall in Meadow Creek. 

submitted
The Village of Kaslo celebrates 

Heritage Week February 18-21. 
Everyone is invited to come visit and 
tour Kaslo’s many historic assets. 

The village’s many public buildings, 
most built between 1893-1911, are 
open for tours. These include Kootenay 
Lake Archives, SS Moyie, city hall, 
the provincial courthouse (newly 
renamed the Kemball Memorial Centre), 
Langham Cultural Centre and Japanese 
Canadian Museum, Kootenay Star 
Mining Museum, St. Mark’s Anglican 
Church, Masonic Lodge, Old Fire Hall 
thrift store, St Andrew’s United Church 
and the Sacred Heart Catholic Church. 

Also, make sure to enjoy our historic 
Front Street businesses. 

Winding up the event is the second 
annual Vivienne Jennings Memorial 
Tea and Pie Social, Saturday from 1 to 
3 pm at the Royal Canadian Legion on 

Kaslo offers tours of historical 
buildings during Heritage Week

the corner of ‘A’ Avenue and Fifth Street.
Come have a great lunch, by 

donation, a piece of pie and a good old-
fashioned visit. All proceeds go to help 
the City Hall Conservation Committee 
raise funds to preserve the city hall 
building.

More Heritage Week coverage on 
pages 18 & 19
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Evolution
BoutiquE

86-4th Ave. Nakusp, BC
(Behind CIBC)

265-3717

February  
  Clearance 
    SAlE
Feb 3-28

Select Birkenstocks - 20% off
All ecco shoes - 25% off
All Jewellery - 15% off
Misc. items - 20-50% off

quilt Fabric Specials

NAKUSP & THE ARROW LAKES

by Jan McMurray
• A delegation from the Arrow Lakes 

Arts Council attended to inform council 
of Spirit of BC Week activities, including 
the unveiling of a commissioned sculpture 
done by local artist Kate Tupper. The 
sculpture has a hockey theme and is 
“larger than life” – about 10 feet long and 
8 feet high. It can be taken apart, so it is 
easy to move. 

Council was asked where they would 
like the sculpture to be permanently placed. 
Council agreed to keep the sculpture in the 
lobby of the arena building for the winter, 
and to look for a permanent place for it 
outdoors. 

The unveiling of the sculpture took 
place in the arena lobby on February 7.

• Council approved a $40,000 grant 
application to the Rick Hanson Foundation 
for new playground equipment at Rotary 
Park. The application states that the Village 
will make a $10,000 in-kind contribution 
of labour, materials and heavy equipment 

time. Under the terms of the grant, some 
of the equipment must be handicap 
accessible.

The Rotary Club has also committed 
to purchasing $20,000 worth of new 
equipment for the playground. 

• CAO Bob Lafleur spoke to the 
ministry about the Trees for Tomorrow 
grant application after council asked staff 
to scale down the original application 
to focus only on the campground and 
cenotaph areas. Mayor Hamling reported 
that the ministry recommended the 
delay of the application until the Village 
completes a park plan and is sure about 
the project. The ministry assured that there 
will be future intakes of applications under 
this program. Council agreed to delay 
the application. Mayor Hamling asked 
councillors to contact her with suggestions.

• Hours at the hot springs will not 
change until May. Council had decided to 

reduce hours to 2-9 pm starting February 
1, but union rules require 90 days notice 
when more than one employee is affected. 
Hours will be reduced to 11:30 am-9:30 
pm beginning in May. Council brought 
this item forward from in camera at the 
end of the meeting.

• Councillor Leitch asked about 
benches in the large pool at the hot 
springs, an item that was on the written 
report from the hot springs manager. CAO 
Lafleur explained that there is currently 
a bench along one side of the pool only, 
and customers frequently ask for more 
seating in the pool, as was the case before 
the renovations. After the renovations, 
the health inspector did not allow the re-
installation of one type of bench because 
the design afforded the possibility of 
children getting caught underneath it. The 
cost of installing a bench that would be 
acceptable to health authorities is estimated 
at $20,000. 

• A bylaw to close the lane behind the 
library/museum and school district office, 
and transfer ownership of the property to 
the Village, was given two readings. This 
bylaw was drafted after council received 
a proposal from Milton and Rosemarie 
Parent of the Arrow Lakes Historical 
Society to build an addition onto the 
library/museum building to house the 
society’s archives. CAO Lafleur explained 
that the lane needs to be closed in order 
for the addition to meet the setback 
requirement. He said the addition should 
not be built on the lane, but could extend 
up to it. Lafleur said he would facilitate 
a meeting with the Parents, the library, 
School District No. 10 and Ulli Mueller, 
who will be hired to design the addition.

• Bylaw 496-3, a bylaw to amend 
Traffic, Street and Sidewalk Control 
Bylaw 496, was given three readings. 
The amendments include specifics about 
the operation of all terrain vehicles 
(ATVs), particularly about where they are 
prohibited in the village. The amending 
bylaw also prohibits parking on snow 
removal routes (all highways in the 
Village), and prohibits people from placing 
snow on the highway or to allow snow to 
fall on a highway. The responsibility of 
keeping sidewalks clear in the commercial 
zone is given to occupants of buildings 
fronting the sidewalks.

Councillor Mueller asked about 
concrete barriers on the rail trail, as 
previously discussed by council. Mayor 

Hamling explained that the Ministry of 
Transportion (MoT) owns quite a large 
portion of the trail along the highway. She 
said that she and Bruce Lintott from MoT 
had been discussing the issue of ATVs 
on the trail, but had not yet talked about 
concrete barriers. Councillor Mueller 
reported that a resident had contacted her 
about “almost being run over twice by a 
snowmobile” on this stretch of the trail, 
and said she would direct the resident to 
MoT. Councillor Leitch said he would 
not like to see the trail shut down to 
snowmobilers. Mayor Hamling and 
Councillor Mueller felt that at least a sign 
should go up designating the trail as multi-
use, and reminding people to be respectful 
of all trail users. 

On the issue of sidewalk clearing, 
Lafleur clarified that snow can be pushed 
onto the street only before the snowplow 
comes. Also, he said the Village does not 
expect businesses to remove snow from the 
sidewalks after a heavy snowfall.

•Bylaw 500-4, a bylaw to amend the 
Garbage Collection Bylaw, was given 
three readings. This bylaw increases 
residential bag costs from $2.10 to $2.50 
and commercial rates from $15 to $17.50 
per cubic metre, effective April 1.

• A request from a local couple to 
rent the concession in the park to serve 
homemade meals from May through 
September was denied. Mayor Hamling 
explained that similar proposals in the past 
had raised concerns among downtown 
merchants about competition and 
decreased traffic on the main street. Also, 
concession renters have to be prepared 
to accommodate community pancake 
breakfasts and July 1 festivities, as these 
are important fundraisers for non-profit 
groups. She mentioned that there were big 
problems when the Village had rented the 
concession out twice in the past.

Councillors Leitch and Hughes both 
said they would like to see the difficulties 
overcome so the concession could be 
used more.

However, Leitch pointed out that a 
person could get a business licence and 
operate a food vending cart in the beach 
area, and that the ministry was looking for 
a food vendor for the Galena/Shelter Bay 
ferry landing areas.

• A committee was struck to draft 
a Music Festival agreement. Mayor 
Hamling, Councillors Leitch and 
Hughes and CAO Lafleur are members 
representing the Village. Doug Switzer will 
represent the festival on the committee.

• Mayor Hamling reported that 
the new fire hall committee wants a 
commitment from BC Ambulance Service 
as to whether it would like to be part of the 
new hall or not. 

• Council received a letter from 
Milton Parent, project coordinator for the 
Kuskanax Trail, inquiring about plowing 
out parking areas along the hot springs road 
to accommodate recreationists. Council 
will forward the letter to the Ministry of 
Transportation, which maintains the hot 
springs road.

• The Great Canadian Geography 
Challenge provincial championships 
will be held at Nakusp Secondary for the 
second year in a row, on April 18. Council 
agreed to provide pins for each participant, 
two T-shirts for door prizes, and to offer 
group rates at the hot springs.

• Council received a letter from Dr 
Nelson Ames, Medical Health Officer with 
the Interior Health Authority, requesting 
a meeting to discuss community health 
issues. Council will arrange a meeting 
with him in April.

Nakusp council, January 27: Hockey sculpture to be displayed in arena lobby for winter
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Thank you 
Valley Voice
The only newspaper that 

tells us what is going on in 
the Kaslo area. The only 
newspaper that gives us a 

chance to say what we think 
about it, free of charge, in 
Voices from the Valleys.

Paid advertisement by Jane Lynch 
in support of the Valley Voice

Public Apology
At the Village of Kaslo Council meeting on October 14, 2008 I 
was quoted as stating that “the report of aggression (of a neigh-
bour’s dog) initially came from Mrs. Braley, not from the animal 
control officer”. I have confirmed with the animal control officer 
that she, in fact, spoke with Mr. Braley and he did not state that 
the dog was “aggressive.” I deeply regret that this statement 
was wrongly attributed to Mrs. Braley and any discomfort this 
may have caused her or her family or any friction it may have 
caused between her and her neighbour.  It was not my inten-
tion to cause any difficulties for anyone as the statement was 
made in error and I apologize for this misstatement.

    Rae Sawyer
    Chief Administration Officer

by Katrine Campbell
• A grant application for the first 

phase of the Kaslo Lakeview Trail 
project has been submitted under the 
provincial Local Motion program. The 
first phase of the project focuses on 
the development of the trail in the 400 
block of Water Street. The application 
is for almost $20,000, with a matching 
contribution from the Village. LEES and 
Associates submitted the application on 
behalf of the Village. 

• The matter of renaming the 
provincial building was struck from the 
Municipal Services project list, as the 
building has been renamed the Kemball 
Memorial Centre.

• Council will roll over existing 
funds assigned to the Kemball 
Memorial Centre for 2008 into 2009 
and will refer an additional $25,000 
to undertake repairs, pursuant to Bill 
Lynch’s building report, to 2009 budget 

Kaslo council, January 27: Grant application submitted for Lakeview Trail
deliberations. 

• The draft campground agreement 
was accepted and forwarded to the 
campground contractor for signature. 

• The draft Terms of Reference 
for the Sanitary Sewer Review 
Select Committee was accepted as 
amended, and invitations for committee 
membership will be mailed directly to 
each owner within the specified area. 
Lay and Frary were named as liaisons 
to the committee.  

• Councillor Molly Leathwood 
reported the Kaslo Childcare Society 
is meeting with school district officials 
to discuss daycare at JV Humphries 
School. She also reported on the duties 
and responsibilities of the Building 
Management Select Committee.

• The Village’s application for a 
BC 150 Heritage Legacy grant was 
unsuccessful as the money was allotted 
on a first-come, first-serve basis. The 

grant would have been used to repair the 
widow’s walks and replace the flagpole.

• Information from Erik Lees 
regarding BEAT Communi ty 
Planning grants was referred to the 
Development Services Committee for 
recommendation to council.

• Mayor Greg Lay, with Councillor 
Tony Frary as alternate, was appointed 
as council representative to the Kaslo 
& District Community Forest Society 
effective at the first KDCFS board 
meeting following its annual general 
meeting.

• Frary reported on an affordable 
housing meeting and advised that the 
group is applying for needs assessment 
funding under the Healthy Communities 
Program. 

• Councillor Suzan Hewat was 
delegated to nominate either the Kaslo 
Golf Club or the Kaslo Trailblazers 
Society bridge, or both, for a BC Wood 

Design Award.  
• Council decided the matter of a 

public apology to Jill Braley would be 
received in an open council meeting. 
CAO Rae Sawyer read the text of a 
public apology to Mrs. Braley. 

• A notice will be sent to all 
affected property owners and tenants 
in occupation of council’s intention to 
consider a development variance permit 
to reduce the front lot line setback from 
7.5 metres to 4.57 metres and exterior 
side lot line setback from 4.5 metres to 
1.22 metres on Parcel E Block 24 Plan 
393 District Lot 209, the southeast 
corner of Third St. and ‘D’ Ave., to 
allow construction of a new residence.  
The Development Services Committee 
will meet onsite on January 30 to view 
the property. 

• Correspondence from Keleegh 
Sinclaire asking for a vehicle idling 
bylaw for Kaslo was received and 

referred to the Municipal Services 
Committee for recommendation to 
council. 

• Correspondence from the Regional 
District of East Kootenay urging council 
to appoint a representative to the 
Ktunaxa Kinbasket Treaty Advisory 
Committee was received and referred 
to the Municipal Services Committee 
for recommendation to council.  

• Recreation grant funding in the 
amount of $250 was approved for the 
West Kootenay Wildcats, who will host 
the Female Midget AAA Provincial 
Championships in Nelson in March. 

• An email from the Kootenay 
Lake Independent School Society, 
expressing concerns about the condition 
of the Vimy Park Pavilion building, 
was received and referred to the 
Development Services Committee for 
recommendation to council. 

• The Capital Asset Policy as 
presented January 27 was adopted.

• Hewat reported on the Chamber 
of Commerce meeting, including 
entrance signage, memberships, Joan 
Murach’s appointment to the City Hall 
Committee, the AGM scheduled for 
March 27 at the Kaslo Hotel, bylaw 
review, and a DMO meeting being held 
January 30.

•Accounts payable of $40,570.15 
were approved.

submitted
Budding – and more experienced 

– poets are invited to a workshop 
with Luanne Armstrong February 28 
at the Langham Theatre in Kaslo. It 
takes place from 10 am to 4 pm, and 
costs $60. Contact the Langham at 
250-353-2661 or www.thelangham.
ca. Registration deadline is February 
20.

In addition to the workshop, 
Armstrong and K. Linda Kivi will 

Poetry workshop offered at the Langham Cultural Centre
hold a dual reading of Blue Valley: 
An Ecological Memoir and The 
Purcell Suite: Upholding the Wild 
in the Langham on February 27 at 
7 pm. Admission is free and all are 
welcome. 

Poetry is  playful,  poetry 
is profound. It’s cool, often fun, 
sometimes frustrating! In this 
workshop, we will celebrate our 
work and learn how to help it to be 
the best it can be. We’ll examine 

great poems and then write them 
as well. We’ll discover how poetry 
can be structured and the elements 
that make it sing. The instructor 
will share ideas for writing, revising 
and possibly, even, publishing your 
work.

Luanne Armstrong, MFA, Ph.D, 
is a long-time Kootenay writer. She 
has published 14 books, including 
three books of poetry. Her book 
about growing up in the Kootenays, 

Blue Valley: An Ecological Memoir, 
was published in 2007. Her new 
children’s book, Pete’s Gold, is just 
out from Ronsdale Press. She has 
taught writing at Langara College, 
at UBC, at the University of Alberta, 
and at many workshops in other parts 
of BC and she is now an adjunct 
professor of Creative Writing at the 
University of British Columbia. She 
is currently working on a book of 
essays about a sense of place. 

Kaslo RCMP 
report

Approximately 13 vehicles were 
vandalized in lower Kaslo overnight 
February 6 and 7. Damage amounted 
to well over $5,000 in total.

Three youths were arrested as 
a result of the RCMP investigation. 
One of the youths was charged 
with 11 counts of mischief and two 
counts of breaching his undertaking 
conditions. The names of the young 
people cannot be released.

submitted
Women aged 40 to 79 are 

urged to visit the mobile screening 
mammography van when it comes 
to Kaslo March 16 and 17. 

The van will be at the Victorian 
Hospital, 673 ‘A’ Avenue.

Regular screening mammograms 
are one of the best ways to monitor 
breast health.  Early detection allows 
for more treatment options and a 
better chance of recovery. 

M a m m o g r a m s  c a n  f i n d 
abnormalities long before they can 
be felt – early detection means more 

Mammography van to visit Kaslo
treatment options and a better chance for a full recovery. 

For an appointment, call 1-800-
663-9203.

submitted
The three founding directors of 

Roca have been awarded the 2008 

E.A. Scholz Award “in recognition 
of excellence in mine development 
in BC.”

President and CEO Scott 
Broughton, director John Mirko and 
CFO David Skerlec received the 

award at the Association for Mineral 
Exploration British Columbia (AME 
BC) awards dinner in Vancouver 
on January 28 “for successfully 
developing the MAX molybdenum 
mine in an environmentally and 
socially sensitive area.”

AME BC says the Roca team 
“was persistent, open, focused and 
visionary... They made wise decisions 
including buying and retrofitting an 
old mill instead of building a new one 
and hiring skilled local contractors to 
get the job done right.” 

The Association went on to 
say that “The Roca team made 
a point of listening to heated 
public opinions about developing 
a mine in sensitive habitat, and 
candidly replied to every concern 
and question regarding the mine. 
Roca consistently demonstrated the 
company’s commitment to the local 
community by hiring local workers 
and procuring locally to ensure local 
benefits.”

Roca Mines wins award for excellence in mine development

Kaslo’s ‘Champions for Children’ were honoured at an awards night hosted by the Kaslo Early Childhood Coalition at the Family 
Centre on February 6. The awards night was sponsored by Success by Six. Award recipients were Diane Wilton (Family Centre 

volunteer extraordinaire), Xyiah Morley (youth volunteer caring for children and parents), Front Street Market (business supporting 
young families), Patti Axenroth (family-friendly employer), Pennywise (amazing staff supporting colleagues with children) and Lynn 

Van Deursen (North Kootenay Lake Community Services Society board chair and visionary supporting young families).
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1127 4th St. Castlegar, BC  1-888-365-4888 • 365-2345

For Clients Who Appreciate...
Serious Planning... Serious Advice...

Serious Results...
Collin Ludwar - B.Comm, CFP  
Debbie Pereversoff - CFP, CSA 

Tim Affolter - CFP, FDS, CLU, ChFC
Financial Planners with 

Assante Financial Management Ltd.
www.affolterfinancial.com

LAST CALL FOR VALENTINES
Go ahead with the flowers and chocolate, but think about a gift 

that’ll last much longer. Treat that Valentine of yours to a new or used 
bicycle this year, or some fine parts or accessories. Open again soon 
for the 17th season in New Denver with continued service to Nakusp. 
Free estimates and advice on tune-ups, repairs, upgrades & overhauls.

HOME-BASED IN NEW DENVER  
250-358-2133

OPEN AGAIN
MARCH 14

with 
Andrew 
Rhodes

Get Outta Town
with 

Peter 
Roulston

BUYERS OF CEDAR 
& PINE POLES

Mike Casey  cell   344-8477
Offering planning, management 
and sales for Woodlot Licences 

and Private Land Owners.

P.O. Box 4, 
Brisco, B.C. V0A 1B0

Phone (250) 346-3315
Fax (250) 346-3218

TOLL FREE 1-866-346-3315

WOOD PRESERVERS LTD.

Your source for new & used CDs
Plus a good selection of vintage vinyl

Thousands of used Books 
and new & used CDs

Packrat annie’s
411 Kootenay St. Nelson 354-4722

Fishing Charters
50% off

“Local Special” – Buy an Arrow Lakes Charter 
Card by February 21, 2009 for only $250 + GST 

(Four people - only $65/person)
Use the Charter Card anytime. No expiry.

Save 50% NOW!
www.kootenaykingfisher.com • 1-800-838-5269

The great walls of 
downtown Trail

This particular story will get you 
outta one town but then into another. I 
was down the valley to Trail last week 
to do some shopping and sightseeing 
and to try to get a copy of the new book 
Set in Stone: A History of Trail’s Rock 
Walls. This is a limited edition book 
about the numerous huge hand-built 
stone walls around the downtown core 

of the city, which hold up some of the 
streets and residences. The first edition 
is already sold out but the Rock Wall 
Enthusiastico Society plans another 
edition this summer…

The city of Trail will always suffer 
the stigma of being a toxic smelter 
town, home to Teck-Cominco, with the 
massive smelter complex perched on the 
slope overlooking the Columbia River 
and the downtown area. Things have 
improved greatly in the past 20 years, 
though, and there’s less smoke now and 
the hillsides nearby are becoming green 
again. This city is geographically pretty 
similar to Nelson, being carved out of 
the steep slopes beside a large river, 
but with an entirely different character 
and history.

Over the years as the market 
demand for steel and related products 
from Trail would rise or fall, there were 
times when there may have been a lot of 
good men from the mill with no work, 
but with families to feed and rent to pay. 
Although I haven’t read the book yet, 
I think the solution was that the local 
governments would rustle up enough 
funding to employ these guys in the 
backbreaking and dangerous work of 
quarrying, hauling, carving and placing 
the massive granite stones that are so 
evident in many parts of the city core.

Some slopes were prone to erosion 
and some streets not wide enough, and 
steep spots could not be developed due to 
unstable soil or shaky foundations. There 

were several periods of construction 
between the end of World War II and the 
1970s when these tasks were undertaken 
and work would go on in searing 
summer temperatures or frosty dark 
days of winter unemployment. Almost 
no machines were used and the crews 
relied on brute force, imagination and 
ingenuity to position these table-sized 
stones with pry bars, winches, chains, 
ramps and leverage.

After I did some errands in Trail 
and hit the thrift stores and the mall, I 
returned to the downtown area. Stopped 
at a bakery for some ‘trail’ food (get 
it?) and set off up one of the many 
staircases leading up into the West Trail 

neighbourhood. Very quickly you can 
rise above the streets and admire the 
complex panorama of the Columbia 
Valley through this area.

The large and rich Italian population 
in Trail is due to the smelter jobs, of 
course, and also the railroad presence 
and likely the hot summer climate as 
well. Further generalising, the Italian 
culture seems to have a natural affinity 
for earnest work ethics, traditional 
masonry skills and family values – as 
well as great food, wine and beautiful 
women. It really is best to walk this area 
from downtown up, and then west to the 
Gulch section where the road heads up to 
Rossland. Leave the car back downtown 

where things are flat, because you may 
find the steep and winding streets here 
alarming to navigate and when you’re 
driving you see less stuff anyhow.

Finally, you should also walk out 
Bay Street to the old bridge crossing 
the Columbia to East Trail. Cross 
McQuarrie to the long Fifth Ave. hill 
and return down the stairs over there and 
back via the modern bridge by the mill. 
I’m pretty sure that there’s a walking 
tour map of some kind and likely lots 
of info on the city website or from the 
local Chamber of Commerce. 

Peter Roulston owns the Bicycle Hospital 
in New Denver and probably should have 
married a nice Italian girl. 250-358-2133

Investing with a 
conscience

Choosing a socially responsible 
investing strategy is something that most 
of us have considered, perhaps talked 
about – but probably haven’t actually 
implemented. Socially Responsible 
Investing or SRI happens when the 
portfolio managers choose only select 
stocks for their portfolios, stocks that 
fit their specialized criteria. The stocks 
are carefully analyzed. If the managers 
find companies are involved in practices 
considered unethical, environmentally 
unfriendly, or simply not following a 
socially responsible mandate, then those 
stocks are eliminated from their picks.

Most of us in the Kootenay area are 
environmentally aware and we try to be 
respectful in the choices we make. So 
why, when it comes to our investing, is 
it so hard for us to make the leap of using 
socially responsible funds? It probably 
boils down to the fact that any change 
is hard to make – it is simply easier to 
do nothing! This is probably true for 
investment advisors as well, since we 
tend to recommend what we know and 
any new investment vehicle requires 
intense analysis. 

The following are some common 

examples of why investors are not 
putting their money where their 
mouths are and why advisors are not 
implementing the green shift in their 
practices.

The top reason only a very small 
percentage of people have SRI funds 
is that what you don’t understand, you 
won’t buy. As simple as the concept may 
seem – “invest with a conscience” – the 
various techniques used by different 
fund companies make it complicated for 
investors to make an informed decision. 

This complication is further 
enhanced by funds that advertise that 
they are SRI but also clearly state 
their first priority is with maximizing 
shareholder value. The question of 
why a clean environment fund holds 
oil company stocks is convoluted with 
terminology like “best of class” and 
“shareholder action.” For an advisor, 
it is more than just understanding the 
SRI concept – we also need to know 
the investment mandate of each fund 
company that offers SRI.

Another major setback with SRI 
funds has been the lack of historical 
evidence. Without such evidence it 
becomes challenging to determine if 
you will end up sacrificing returns for 
being SRI minded. After going through 
the worst decline in the equity markets 
in modern history, we now have a good 
sense of how these funds react to both 
positive and negative markets. In theory, 
SRI funds should perform equally 
to, if not better than, their equivalent 
counterpart due to their sustainable 

practices. It is uncertain what the future 
will bring but historical data is showing 
that investors have not sacrificed returns 
by investing in socially responsible 
funds.

It was not until about two years 
ago that I started to investigate the 
inner workings of these SRI portfolios. 
While there were plenty of socially 
responsible funds available, there was 
no way of putting together a properly 
designed portfolio without ignoring 
basic investment principles. A portfolio 
designed five years ago will probably 
be missing essential “value style” 
investment management. But even 
today you have to be careful that the 
portfolio you put together has the proper 
elements that keep your volatility as 
low as possible for each unit of return. 
Without these basic elements you will 
end up seeing lower returns and higher 
volatility than a properly designed 
portfolio with general investment funds.

There are more options and better 
tools available to ensure that you meet 
your retirement goals and still help 
the world become a better place. Take 
care to ensure that your personal belief 
system is represented accurately with 
your socially responsible investment 
choices. You will also need to work 
closely with your advisor to fully 
understand the various options of 
investments that are available. 

Collin Ludwar, B. Comm, CFP, is 
a Certified Financial Planner with his 
company The Affolter Financial Group 
Inc., in Castlegar.

The great big bad 
worldwide economic crisis 
and the foods we eat

Am I imagining things, or did, just a 
few months ago, Gordon Campbell say 
something to the effect that the coming 
worldwide economic crisis will not 
impact BC too severely because of our 
stable economy? I seem to recall he said 
something very much like that. Now, 
I have a question: Why in the world 
would he say that? It’s a multiple choice 
question: a) Because he was trying to 
calm everyone down, b) Because he 
felt compelled to lie about it, c) Because 
he was so hugely misinformed that he 
actually believed it, d) Other, e) All of 
the above.

Just exactly what was he thinking? 
One of Vancouver’s big newspapers 

reported yesterday, February 7, that 
in January alone 35,000 BC residents 
lost their jobs, and the figure for all of 
Canada is 129,000 jobs lost, and the 
outlook is dark indeed. In the US, the 
number of lost jobs in January was well 
over half a million. 

I keep hearing the words “bail-out” 
emanating from south of the border. The 
figure for this “bail-out” is now hovering 
around $900,000,000,000. That’s nine-
hundred-billion dollars! Why don’t they 
just come out and call it A TRILLION 
DOLLARS? That’s basically what it 
is! Maybe they are embarrassed to use 
the word “trillion.” I wonder if that 
trillion-dollar bail-out will be managed 
and administered by the same American 
and Canadian butt-heads that led us 
into the economic quagmire to begin 
with. Oh OK, OK, I’ve crossed the 
line and used the words “butt-heads.” 
I suppose I could have used the words 
“distinguished top economic advisors 
and experts,” but I didn’t. After all, what 
do I know?

Here’s what I know. I’ve been up 
nights crunching numbers of my own, 
and after a great deal of calculation, 
including long division and inspired 
guessing, I’ve come up with my own 
proposal. I need my own personal “bail-

out.” Like I say, I’ve done some inspired 
calculations and have come up with a 
figure. A modest figure I might add...a 
mere drop in the bucket. The personal 
“bail-out” for me comes to exactly one 
point four million dollars. That’s nothing 
compared to the figures flying around on 
the financial pages of major newspapers. 

There are two points I’d like to 
make clear. I will accept the $1.4 million 
in either Canadian or US dollars, or a 
combination of the two, AND, I will vow 
to pump every penny of it back into the 
“worldwide economy” within ten years. 
It’s perfect !! Everyone wins! Grocery 
stores, breweries, kayak manufacturers, 
clothiers (including lingerie stores), 
airline companies, and any restaurant 
with unfailingly polite and friendly staff. 

And that’s just the beginning. I 
encourage everyone to calculate a 
figure for their own personal bail-out. 
Me? I’m sending copies of this column 
to many high-ranking government 
officials including Stephen Harper, 
Barak Obama, and Gary Wright.  

What does all this have to do with 
food? Well, if any of you know of a 
restaurant you’d like me to visit, please 
let me know. That way I wouldn’t have 
to blab on about things which I know 
little about...even though it’s lots of fun. 
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Fern’s
Now delivering to New Denver 

& Silverton on Saturdays!
Call me and we can arrange anything!
KASLO: Phone/Fax: 1-250-353-7474

WEST KOOTENAY
MACHINE SHOP

915 Front Street
Nelson, BC V1L 4C1
(Railway Side Access)

General Machining
Parts Repaired or 

Remanufactured

Shop Phone/Fax
250-352-2123

Dave Smith     Owner/Machinist

Slocan Auto &
Truck Repairs

24 hour towing 
BCAA, Slocan, BC  

355-2632

111 Mcdonald Drive, Nelson, BC
ph 250-352-3191

sales@mainjet.ca • www.mainjet.ca

NAKUSP GLASS
201 Broadway

265-3252
The clear choice for 
all your glass needs!

SALES & SERVICE
98 - 1st Street, Nakusp • 265-4911

OPEN 6 DAYS A WEEK
CHAINSAWS
• Stihl
• Husqvarna
MOWERS
• Snapper
• Toro
• Lawnboy

TRIMMERS
• Homelite
• Stihl • Toro
• Husqvarna
SMALL ENGINES
• Tecumseh
• Briggs & Stratton

AUTOMOTIVE • SMALL MOTORS • MACHINE SHOP
Caribou Service
(250) 265-3191

5549 Frontage Road
Burton, BC

24 Hr Towing and Recovery
Auto Repairs & Tires

Auto Parts

FLoRIST

24 HOuR TOWING
1007 HWy 23, NAKuSP

PH: 265-4577

• welding repairs • full service 
& repair • licenced technician • 

radiator repairs & service • mobile 
service available • fast, friendly 

BUSINESS DIRECTORY

and

INDUSTRIES
Your Friendly neighbourhood Mechanic

•Automotive Electrical Specialist  •BC Certified Mechanic
• Certified Vehicle Inspector  •Small Engine Certified

(250) 353-2800 • 8845 Hwy 31 • Kaslo

MOUNTAIN VALLEY STATION
BOTTLE DEPOT

Slocan City • 355-2245
Open MON - SAT  9-5

Your “Bottle Drive” Specialists

CLEANING

RECyCLING
Mark Adams

Certified General Accountant
P.O. Box 279
New Denver, BC 
V0G 1S0

BUS. 250-358-2411

ACCoUNTANT

Beside Slocan Park Service
2976 Highway 6, Slocan Park

JEWELRy
Jo’s Jewelry

Custom work and repair in 
silver and Gold, by appointment

358-2134
new denver, Goldsmith Jo-anne barClay

Nakusp   265-4406

BCAA Towing

CoMPUTER

ken@palmercomputerservices.com

Palmer 
Computer 
Services

- Repairs 
- Upgrades 

- Consulting
Microsoft Certified 
Systems EngineerPhone: 355-2235

Advertise in the Valley Voice
Your locally owned, independent 

community newspaper

NAKuSP CLEANING SERVICE
RESIDENTIAL

Quality home cleaning, when you don’t have the time

COMMERCIAL
Business and Office

CONSTRuCTION
Drywall clean-up, paint and other

CALL KIM FOR MORE DETAILS • 250-265-3850

BuSINESS OPPORTuNITIES
WANT TO START YOUR OWN 
BUSINESS?  Community Futures 
offers business counselling and start-up 
information. Appointments available in 
Nakusp and New Denver. Contact Farhana 
Dumont at 265-3674, ext. 201 or email 
nakusp@futures.bc.ca. 

CALL FOR SuBMISSIONS
ARROW LAKES FINE ARTS (Alfa 
Guild Gallery), is currently accepting 
submissions for Summer 2009 Season. 
Deadline is March 15, 2009.  Submission 
requirements are: description of proposed 
exhibit, CV or Biography, an Artist’s 
Statement and minimum of 10 images. 
Please include a SASE for return of 
submission package. Mail to Selection 
Committee, ALFA Guild Gallery, Box 
155, Nakusp, BC V0G 1R0  Please contact 
Denyse @250-265-4996, Holly @250-265-
3732 or email alfaguild@telus.net.

CARD OF THANKS
THANKS TO EVERYBODY who 
supplied prizes and donated to the 
Convergent Management Group Ltd. 
Holiday Charity Donation Auction.  
Convergent Management Group Ltd. 
is a local consortium of logging, road 
building and forestry contractors who work 
together on local and regional forestry, road 
construction and logging projects.  Together 
we employ approximately 150 local people, 
and growing. 

Thank you to the suppliers: Harlow 
Creek Contracting, Explosives Unlimited, 
BHEX Contracting Ltd., Galena Contractors 
Ltd., Reitmeier Logging Ltd., H.A. 
Friedenberger Logging Ltd., Crescent Bay 
Construction Ltd., Narrows Timber Ltd., 
Norm and Patti Lea, Alturus Equipment 
(Dale and crew), True North Forestry 
Consulting Ltd., Brandt Tractor (Castlegar), 
Machinehead (Kevin Carter), Tamarack 
Signs, Phoebe Cliff, O’Briens Service and 
Repair, Todds Trucking, Summit Lake Ski 
Club, Main Jet (Nelson), NAPA Nakusp, 
John Chernoff (Hills), Nakusp Mobile 
Mechanics, Finning (Castlegar), Woodland 
Equipment, Skye’s Falling.

Thank you to the donators: Bernie 

Zeleznik, Misty Bone, Todd Poznikoff, 
Norm and Patti Lea, Wayne Hascarl, 
Derek Hicks, Skye Sheel, Phoebe Cliff, 
Chris Fox,. Dale McKay, Brett Davies, 
Ray and Tammy Hascarl, Doug Maxfield, 
Rod Reitmeier, Brant Watson, Laureen 
James, Doug Seaton, Sandy Watt, Coleman 
MacIntosh, Jane McMillen. Together this 
year, despite the economic downturn, 
we raised approximately $8600 for the 
Children’s Hospital Foundation, and a good 
time was had by all.  
*A HEART-FELT THANK-YOU from 
Winlaw Elementary PAC!*

The Winlaw PAC would like to thank 
all the businesses and individuals who 
donated items or services for our *Breakfast 
With Santa Silent Auction*. The funds 
raised will enable us to expand the Winlaw 
students’ school experience through skiing 
and other outdoor activities, arts, music and 
special performances, and purchasing books 
and supplies.  We would also like to thank 
all the parents and staff who made this event 
a success: you know who you are!

*Thank you*:  Abacus Beads, 
Ainsworth Hot Springs, Arica Gardens, 
Blackbird, Cedar Creek Cafe, Chapters, 
Cottonwood Kitchens, Darlene Bachelder, 
Diane Sirois, Donna Spurge,  Elly  Boer, 
Enso Hair Design, Evolution, Finning, 
Fomi’s Bakery, Gerricks, Gift Box, Harold 
Street Cafe, Hazeldean Gallery, Hume 
Hotel, Jennie’s Books, Jo Buckland, 
Karibou Cabins, James Karthein, Kenyan 
McGee, Kim and Lenny, Kolmel Jeweler, 
Legendary Meats, Lemon Creek Lodge, 
Lucas Warthe, Maplerose, Mark and 
Madeline Joyce, Winlaw Mini-mart, Molly 
Wattner, Moonshine Glass, Mountain 
Baby, Mountain Sky Soaps, Mountain 
Valley Station, Nelson Farmer  Supply, 
Nelson Leafs, NRG Enterprises, Oso Negro 
Coffee, Our Glass  Studio and Gallery, Peter 
Corbett, Pixie Candy, Pottery Creations, 
Prestige Resort, Red Mountain, Reos Video,  
Rocky Mountain Sawhorse, Rossland 
Coffee, Rudy’s Bookkeeping, Sacred Ride, 
Safeway, Save-on-Foods, Shalimar Spa, 
Sharon Butler, Shelley’s Tattoos, Slocan 
Home Hardware, Slocan Valley Recreation, 
Slocan Village Market, Soluminations Art 

Works, Still Eagle, Still Point Pottery, Susan 
Wilson, Christine Schwartz, Through the 
Looking  Glass, Urban Legends, Valhalla 
Powdercats, Valhalla Pure, Valley Girls 
Cleaning, Vienna Cafe, Village Ski Hut, 
Walmart, West Kootnenay Tree Services, 
Westside Small Engine, Whitewater, and 
Yvonne Munro. *Happy Winter, and see 
you next year!*

COMING EVENTS
LISTEN TO THE BODY/MIND Wisdom 
Part 1:  Chakra Expressive Painting - 
Thursday Feb 19, 12-2:30 pm. Contact 
Sue 358-2177.
ACCLAIMED AUTHOR and journalist 
Chris Turner reads from his best-selling 
book, The Geography of Hope: A Tour of 
the World We Need at the Nakusp Public 
Library on Friday, February 13 at 7 pm. 
Everyone invited.  Free.
THE KOOTENAY DANCEBEAT 
SOCIETY will be hosting a dance on 
February 14th, 2009 at Brent Kennedy 
School, South Slocan. There will be a mini 
lesson at 7:30pm, dancing 8-11pm. Cost 
$5.00. www.dancingbeat.org.
BLUE MOON COFFEE HOUSE: 
Get ready for The Whole School’s 10th 
Annual Blue Moon Coffee House, Saturday 
February 21 at the Appledale Community 
Hall. This will be an evening of fun for the 
whole family - exotic Indian food, decadent 
desserts, silent auction of Kootenay artists, 
and a stage featuring many local musicians. 
Doors open at 6:00 pm. Admission $5/adult 
and child care available on site by donation. 
Local entertainers interested in playing call 
Bevan (250) 359-6654.
ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING for the 
Slocan Lake Garden Society (SLUGS) will 
be on Sunday, February 15 at 1:30 pm, 924 
Bellevue, New Denver. Potluck to follow. 
We welcome new members. 250-358-2729.
DISCOVER YOUR STRETCH of Slocan 
Valley Rail Trail, Feb. 21, Noon to 3, meet 
at the Gazebo on the beach in Slocan and 
ski, walk or snowshoe trail with outdoor 
naturalist Shanoon Bennett. Sponsored by 
the Slocan Fitness Centre 355-2355.
FEB. 12 - MIR CENTRE FOR PEACE 
presents Rev. Kevin Annett. A look at the 

history of residential school genocide and 
how the legacy can be resolved. Visit www.
hiddenfromhistory.org for details.   Mir 
Centre for Peace, Castlegar, 7 pm.
BENEFIT COFFEE HOUSE/Variety 
Show at the Gallery on Saturday, February 
21st at 7pm. Come out and enjoy an 
evening of fun, great music, inspired poetry, 
unbridled & spontaneous talent and yummy 
refreshments. All proceeds go to the Slocan 
Lake Gallery Society.  
ST. PADDY’S CASINO NIGHT, Slocan 
Legion Hall, Slocan.  Saturday March 14th, 
2009. Doors open at 5:00 pm. Casino starts 
at 6 pm, Buffet at 7 pm followed by more 
Casino at 8 pm. Tickets $14.99 available 
at MTN VALLEY STATION, SLOCAN.  
Everyone Welcome.
HEALING WITH FOODS: Reverse 
Disease - Boost Immunity. Feb. 16, 
Mar. 2, Apr. 6, May 4, June 6 at Hidden 
Garden Gallery.  info: 250-352-6419, ulla-
devine@live.ca.
SEEDY SATURDAY at the Hidden 
Garden Gallery, New Denver on February 
21. 1-3 pm: Discussion led by Bay 
Herrmann & Jane Murphy. Topic: Seed 
Saving, Local Varieties & Growing Tips. 
Bring your favourite seed catalogues. 3-5 
pm: Seed Exchange & Seed Sale. Everyone 
Welcome! $2 donation. For info call Julia 
at 358-2745.
BREATH WORKSHOP - Has your mind 
run away with you? Tap the potential of 
your breath with easy breathing techniques. 
Something so simple can quiet the mind and 
aid your health and well-being. Saturday, 
Feb. 21, 10-11:30, Hand and Soul Healing 
Centre, Silverton. $15.  Call Sue Mistretta to 
register - 358-2177 or soulgarden@redmtn.
ca. Facilitator – Madeleine.

EDuCATION

CONTINUING EDUCATION/
ADULT LEARNING CENTRE 
NAKUSP
Adult Basic Education classes available 
- start anytime!
CARD/TABLET WEAVING, Feb. 21;
WHMIS, Feb. 21;
PUT LIFE INTO YOUR PAINTING, 
Feb. 27-Mar.1;
SIMPLY ACCOUNTING LEVEL 1, 
Feb.28, Mar 1, Mar. 8;
WOMEN IN LEADERSHIP, Mar. 3;
PEST & DISEASE CONTROL 
NATURALLY, Mar. 6;
PRUNING & TREE CARE, Mar. 7;
DEFENSIVE DRIVING, Mar. 7; 
SO YOU WANT A WEB SITE, Mar. 7;
GROW YOUR MIND, what can Selkirk 
College offer you, Mar. 11;
H2S ALIVE, Mar. 30;
YOU MUST PRE-REGISTER FOR 

ALL CLASSES. 
For more information and registration 

call Selkirk College 265-4077 

Next Valley Voice 
Deadline:

February 20,
2009BAKERy

Sappho’s Bakery
Rear, 309 Kildare St. New Denver
Thurs – Sat, 10 am – 2 pm, 5 – 8 pm
Pizza,  Fresh Bread Daily
358-2119
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• Spring Cleaning • Home Detailing 
• House Prepping • Painting

Call now for your free consultation!
265-0241

Window 
Washing 
Gutter 

Cleaning 

HALL LUMBER 
& BUILDING SUPPLIES

Open Mon, Tues, Wed, Fri & Sat 
10 am to 5 pm

PHONE 250-269-0043
Find us at 280 Lower Inonoaklin Rd. 

Edgewood, BC

COLES RENTALS
HEATERS (PROPANE & ELECTRIC)

PLATE TAMPERS, JUMPING JACKS, REBAR 
BENDER JACKHAMMERS, HAMMER DRILLS, 

CONCRETE MIXERS, CONCRETE SAWS, 
TILECUTTERS, BLOCKCUTTERS, SCAFFOLDING, 

FLOOR SANDERS, NAILERS - ALL TYPES, 
LM ROTARY LAZER TRANSIT, GENERATORS, 
WATER PUMPS, COMPRESSORS, INSULATED 
TARPS, PRESSURE WASHERS, ROTO TILLER, 

PROPERTY PIN LOCATOR, CHIPPER/SHREDDER, 
GAS POST HOLE DIGGER, WOODSPLITTER 

...AND MUCH MORE!
PHONE 358-2632
1-888-358-2632

FOR ALL YOUR 
PROPANE NEEDS

359-7373
1-800-471-5630

Your local bulk dealer & service centre

• Registered Septic System 
designer and installer •
• Ready Mix Concrete • 

• Lock Blocks • Drain Rock • 
• Road Crush • Sand & Gravel • 

• Dump Trucks • Excavator • 
• Crusher • Coloured Concrete • 

• Site Preparation •
Box 1001, Nakusp, BC, V0G 1R0
Ph. 265-4615 • vieirac@telus.net

Lower Arrow Contracting
• Residential & Commercial 

Construction  
Property development, subdivision & services

For estimates or consultation call
Bob or Kevin (250) 269-7497

Installation and maintenance 

call Jim Berrill
(250) 359-5922

JEMS Propane Ltd.

ICF Building Products
“We provide Star Service”    

1-888-289-4731

EQUIPMENT RENTAL

T-SHIRTS
Tradesman Electric

commercial • residential 
new construction • renovations

Reliable friendly service
Free Estimates Call Steve 226-7163

CONSTRUCTION • HOME • GARDEN 

YOUR VALLEY COMFORT AND BLAZE KING DEALER 
SPECIALIZING IN WOOD/ELECTRIC, WOOD/OIL AND 

WOOD/GAS COMBINATION FURNACES
Certified • Insured

COMPLETE SALES 
SERVICE AND 
INSTALLATION

Slocan City, BC • (250) 355-0088
website: www.kootenayfurnace.com

email: kfurnace@netidea.com

P&L Flooring Sales
265-9955

Locally owned & operated in Burton 
Serving the Arrow & Slocan Lakes areas

Hundreds of styles to 
choose from!!

BUSINESS DIRECTORY

Legendary Meats 

Bulk - Beef, Pork, Buffalo 
and Sausage Sales

Custom Cutting & Sausage Making, 
Curing & Smoking of Bacons & Hams

Winter Hours: Open 
Fridays & Saturdays 

9 am till 5 pm
Phone: 226-7803

2826 Hwy 6 • Slocan Park

MEAT CUTTING
Crescent Bay 

Construction Ltd.
Eric Waterfield — Construction

Nakusp, BC • Ph. 250 265-3747 • Fx. 250 265-3431 
• Email cresbay@telus.net

sales@kootenaykrittertshirts.com • www.kootenaykrittertshirts.com
We can design shirts for other small businesses!!!

KF PowerVac
Duct Cleaning & Duct Sanitizing

Local: 355-2485 • Toll-free: 1-888-652-0088
email: carrie@netidea.com

HAIR

Advertising doesn’t cost. 
it Pays!

Peter’s New & Used Windows & More
Sales & Installations

• Energy Efficient Vinyl & Wood Windows •
• Residential Installations & Renovations/Upgrades •

• Wooden & Metal Doors •
Peter Demoskoff • Cell: 250-608-0505

Tel: 250-399-4836 • Fax: 250-399-4831

FOR RENT
LARGE 3 BEDROOM apartment in 
Silverton above Grocery Store. $525.00/
month plus utilities. References. Call 250-
358-2293.
SUITE FOR RENT on acreage one mile 
from Nakusp. 3 bedrooms, appliances. 
$800/month. 250-860-0736.

FOR SalE
MOUNTAIN CORAL PRODUCTS are 
available again in New Denver. Selling skin 
care bars and powdered Mountain Coral. 
Call 250-358-7171.
DOME SWEET DOME - own an eco-
friendly, monolithic dome. Overstock 
available at one time only price. Call toll 
free at 1-877-982-3322. www.cwdg.ca. 

HEalTH
YOGA AT THE DOMES: Monday 
mornings - 9-10:30 am - FLOW CLASS; 
Thursday afternoons - 3:30-5:00 pm 
-  WINTER ROOTING. Classes open to 
all levels.
FULL SPECTRUM BODY WORK 
offers deep tissue and stress reduction 
treatments in the privacy of your own 
home. For additional info and to book 
appointments please call 358-6808.
PILATES WITH SUSAN in Nakusp 
- Discover this powerful, head to toe, 
workout for all fitness levels. Call 265-4952 
or visit my website at www.susanspilates.
com.

NOTICES
F O R  I N F O R M AT I O N  O N  A A 
MEETINGS contact Therese 358-7904; 
John 265-4924; Tonio 358-7158; Dave 
353-2658; Joan 355-2805; Dan 359-7817; 
Bill 226-7705.

PETS
FROG PEAK PET RESORT – brand 
new facility – five indoor/outdoor kennels. 
2-acre, fenced adventure park. On leash 
excursions. Owner experienced vet assistant. 
250-226-7660. frogpeakpetresort@
columbiawireless.ca.

SLOCAN VALLEy RECREATION
PLAYTIME PLUS - Great for toddlers. 
Every Tuesday morning. 10:00-12:00 
noon, Slocan Park Hall
BABYSITTER TRAINING - Feb. 27th 
& Mar. 2nd, Brent Kennedy School
S P R I N G  B R E A K  W I L D L I F E 
DRAWING WEEK - Ages 7+. With 
Evelyn Kirkaldy. Mar. 9th to 13th (Mon. 
to Fri.)
SPRING BREAK HAMS DELIGHTS - 
An acting class with attitude. With Norma 
and Angela. Mar. 16th to 20th
WORD OF MOUTH - Sun. Feb. 22nd, 
Passmore Lodge. 1:00- 4:00 p.m.
DEEP INTO ZAMBIA - Tues. Mar. 3rd, 
Slocan Park Hall
THERAPEUTIC TOUCH LEVEL 1 - 
With Camille Roberts. Feb. 22nd-March 
8th (Sun.), 1:00-3:00 p.m.
TIMBER FRAMING TALK - With 
Clarke Smith. Sat. Feb. 21st
ROCK WALLS AND OTHER BIG 
THINGS - Mon. March 2nd, Slocan 
Park Hall.
SEEDY SUNDAY - Sun. March 1st, 
Slocan Park Hall

226-0008
SENIORS HOuSING

THE SLOCAN VALLEY Seniors’ 
Housing Society is accepting applications 
for residency at Passmore Lodge, a beautiful 
and affordable 10 unit Independent Seniors’ 
living facility in Passmore BC. Please 
contact the Manager at 250-226-7136 for 
an application or to arrange a tour of the 
building. For pictures and more information 
go to www.SlocanValley.com and search 
the Valley Directory for PASSMORE 
LODGE.

SERVICES
RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL 
SEPTIC TANK CLEANING: “Serving 
the Valley” 7 days/wk, 24-hr. All-Around 
Septic Services, Don Brown (250) 354-
3644, emergency 352-5676.

SERVICES
ROGAN ELECTRIC  Residential, 
commercial, industrial wiring. Local 
references available. All work guaranteed. 
“We get the job done.” 353-9638.

WANTED
FOOD AND CRAFT  VENDORS 
WANTED for Kaslo’s 117th annual May 

Day Celebrations May 16, 17, and 18. 
Download the application from www.
kaslochamber.com or for more info 
please email Heather @ kaslomaydays@
netidea.com or 250-353-7311.
NELSON & DISTRICT WOMEN’S 
CENTRE: Volunteer Training - February 
18 to April 15, 2009, Wednesdays, 9:15am to 

11:30am. Build your skills and community. 
Join us! Call Kathleen at 352-9916.
SEWERS, FABRIC AND MACHINES 
WANTED! Nelson & District Women’s 
Centre, 420 Mill St, 352-9916. Create bags and 
other products out of recycled and reclaimed 
material.  Sewers receive 70% of each item 
sold.  Join us!! Call Kathleen 352-9916.

submitted by Sharon Montgomery, 
co-chair of the Nakusp and District 
Museum

Celebrating Heritage Week this 
year with its theme ‘A Legacy of 
Learning,’ the Nakusp and District 
Museum welcomes two century-
old, locally handcrafted artifacts.

The artifacts were handmade by 
members of the Sinixt First Nation 
in Burton in 1914 and given to their 
English tutor, Clara Islip, and her 
husband. They were donated to the 
museum by the Molly Harris estate; 
Molly was the Islip’s daughter.

After the turn of the last century, 
Ralph and Clara Islip lived in 
Burton with their daughter Molly 
(Harris). In 1914, the Islip family 
moved to Nakusp and subsequently 
operated Islip’s Grocery Store on 
Broadway Ave. A second daughter, 
Nancy, was born to the Islips after 
their move to Nakusp. 

Clara Islip’s background was 
in teaching. In those days, it was 
against the regulations for a female 
school teacher to be married. 
However, she found a way to share 
her knowledge; she privately tutored 
the Lakes/Sinixt First Nations of 
Burton. They were very appreciative 
of Clara’s help with their English 

Nakusp Museum welcomes two artifacts to aboriginal exhibit
studies, which enabled the Sinixt 
to obtain better employment and 
more opportunities to provide for 
their families in a changing world.

When the Islip family moved to 
Nakusp, the Sinixt people gave them 
going-away gifts: a pipe holder 

for Ralph, and a notepad cover 
for Clara. The workmanship and 
artistry in these fine leather artifacts 
is exquisite. These two century-old 
items will be a cherished addition 
to the aboriginal exhibit at the 
museum.

These pieces of leather work, handcrafted by members of the Sinixt First 
Nation in Burton in 1914, were recently donated to the Nakusp Museum. 
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HEALTH
Hand & Soul Healing Centre

Chiropractor, Larry Zaleski, D.C.
Mondays & Fridays - Silverton

Every other Wednesday in Winlaw or Nakusp
Counsellor/Healing Facilitator

Sue Mistretta, M.A., CCC.
358-2177 Silverton & Winlaw

Susan L. Yurychuk • 250-358-6804
By Appointment Only • New Denver

myofascial release • deep tissue massage • relaxation massage

MASSAGE

 Passmore
 Laboratory Ltd.
Water Testing • Flow Measurements
CAEAL certified to test drinking water
We’re in the Valley at: 1-250-226-7339
Jennifer & Tony Yeow passlab4@netidea.com

RESTAURANT/WINE & BEER

Ann’s Natural Foods
Ann Bunka

- 358-2552 -
805 Kildare St., New Denver

• Zack Graphics & Inks •
Printer Sales ~ Discount Inkjet Cartridges
Photo Papers ~ Guaranteed Inkjet refills

eBay Marketing ~ Digitial Design

250-358-2111 • izack@telus.net
612 Josephine St. • Box 292 • New Denver, BC V0G 1S0

Beside Slocan Park Service
2976 Highway 6, Slocan Park

Wine & Beer Making Kits 
to satisfy all budgets!

Winlaw Brew-Op

5972 Cedar Creek Road, Winlaw • 226-7328

Take-Home Kits, or Brew it with us!
Open 11:00 to 6:00 Tues. to Sat.

    WINTER HOuRS
      8 am - 9 Pm

QUALITY PIZZA anytime!
265-4880
Air Conditioned

93-5th Ave. Nakusp
Non-Smoking

laceNick’s

P
Seven Days a Week!

Open Tuesday - Sunday
9 am - 4 pm

Main St. New Denver 358-2381

Specialty Coffees, Teas, 
U-Brews and Kits for Home
                    • Open Every DayNAKuSP  265-4701

Slocan Village Market
Groceries, fresh produce, fresh meat, 

Agency Liquor, organic foods, 
in-store deli, in-store bakery.

Open 7 days/week, 9 am - 8 pm
Slocan, BC • ph:355-2211 • fax: 355-2216

Lemon Creek 
Lodge & Campground

Year-round facility
Licensed Restaurant
Open Thurs - Sun

5 PM - 8 PM
1-877-970-8090 tfn

www.jonesboysboats.com
Ainsworth, British Columbia

4080 Hwy 31 N
Call: 1-877-552-6287

(250) 353-2550 Fax (250) 353-2911

HARBERCRAFT

LESTER KOENEMAN
Phone 265-3128 or

24-hour Fax 265-4808
Broadway St. Nakusp

Ph: 359-7111  Fax: 359-7587
www.playmorpower.com

Playmor Junction Hwy 6 & 3A
1043 Playmor

ENGINEERED WITH YOU IN MIND

PAuLA CONRAD
HOME: (250) 358-2707

Selkirk realty
265-3635

Free Consultation

E-mail: paulaconrad@royallepage.ca
Website: www.royallepage.ca/selkirkrealty

HuB INTERNATIONAL 
BARTON 

INSuRANCE 
BROKERS

For all your 
INSuRANCE 

needs
265-3631

1-800-665-6010

NEW DENVER  
358-2443 358-7292

Your Local Grocer

SILVERTON

The Apple Tree 
Sandwich Shop

Soup, Sandwiches & Desserts
358-2691

Mon. - Fri. 7 A.M. - 4 P.M.
Sat. 11 A.M. - 4 P.M.

 GROCERY • HEALTH FOOD

RECREATIoN

PRoFESSIoNAL SERVICES

REAL ESTATE

Advertise in the Valley Voice. It pays!!!
Call 358-7218 for details • email: valleyvoice@netidea.com • website: www.valleyvoice.ca

BUSINESS DIRECTORY

WRITER/EDIToR

Colour/B&W Laser Printing/Copying • Digital Photography
Word processing • Scanning • Faxing • Binding • Laminating
CUSTOM CARDS • BROCHURES • CALENDARS • NEWSLETTERS

The best selection of photo cards of local views anywhere
1007 Josephine St. (Box 298), New Denver

Ph. 358-2435     essay@direct.ca     Fax 358-2607

Tammy Peitzsche
“Your Valley Realtor”
   - Competence
   - Integrity
   - Results
Free Market Evaluation
isoldit@shaw.ca
250 365-9640

• Photo Corrections • Photo Enlargements 
• Photo Restoration • Photo Printing 

• Poster Printing • Large format Printing
Jo Brown, Winlaw, BC • 250-226-7792

jbrown@wallshots.ca

¶

• Health Products, healing sessions
• New Age cards & books
• Sensual products

320 BROADWAy ST. NAKuSP  265-3188

Health Centre

¶¶ ¶¶¶

Re-Awakening

Kootenay Restorative 
Justice 

working toward 
restoring balance 

and healthy communication in 
our communities

krjustice@wegcss.org

Bosun Hall 
For all occasions with 
rates to suit your needs. 
Rentals of tables, chairs, 
dishes. Bev 358-7771 or 
carolbellbc@yahoo.ca

MASSAGE THERAPIES
Myofascial, Swedish, Lymphatic, Joint Play, Craniosacral, 

Visceral, Somatoemotion, Chakras, Nutrition etc.
MTA rates (Low income consideration)

also MSP, WCB, ICBC & care plans
Garth R. Hunter, R.M.T.

Slocan Health Clinic - Mon & Thurs • 355-2279
250-358-2364 • Mobile & Office

Oso Renewable Energy
Empowering you to harvest green, free, locally sourced energy!
Solar Hot Water, Solar Electric, Microhydro 

Back-up power - Design and Installation
A capital Investment with reliable returns

Oh so durable tools for a secure energy  future

Kip Drobish  (250) 358-2660 
www.OsoSolar.com

By Rob Riley
In 1926, pioneering entrepreneur 

and undisputed Sandon powerbroker 
John Morgan Harris did something 
that startled and surprised many who 
knew him. He got married.

Alma Lommatzch of Vulcan, 
Alberta had come to Sandon in 1924 
to work as Johnny’s secretary, but on 
November 8, 1926 Harris, who was 
then 62, married the dark-eyed beauty 
who was 40-some years his junior. 
Even in a community as renowned 
for its “bawdy life” as Sandon was, 
this match raised eyebrows and set 
tongues wagging, but Alma and 
Johnny were undeterred, and their 
marriage continued for the next 27 
years.

Over that time, Alma travelled 
the world with Johnny, from trips 
to Niagara Falls, Florida, Arizona, 
California, Key West, and Johnny’s 
ancestral home in Marshall, Virginia 
-- where they went on a fox hunt on 
a dank-looking day. An outdoors 
enthusiast, Alma also took to the 
countryside around Sandon, hunting 
grouse north of Kaslo, hiking to 
the top of area peaks such as Reco 
Mountain and Idaho Peak, traveling 

down to the depths of many of 
Johnny’s mines, learning to ski and 
even hitching a ride in an aerial tram 
bucket!

In Sandon, Alma and Johnny 
presided over his businesses in the 
second Reco Hotel – a horse stable 
that survived the 1900 fire, only to 
be instantly gutted, expanded and 
re-opened by Harris to replace his 
more opulent original Reco Hotel. 
An animal lover, John’s treasured 
dog Rusty was a regular companion 
on her jaunts, and even pulled Alma 
around Sandon in a lightweight 
“Swede sleigh”, now on display in 
the Sandon museum. She also kept 
a bevy of Siamese cats, and older 
locals can still remember her calling 
them in the evening, “Lovie! Lovie!”

Alma was active in Sandon’s 
social life as well, frequently hiking 
with the nurse from the Sandon 
Hospital, or palling around with 
Dorothy Pilley, a cook up at the 
Carnation mine. Always adventurous, 
Alma and Dorothy would often ride 
“the Carnation Bobsleigh” – a home-
made four-person sled – down a 
hair-raising ride from the mine into 
town. Other frequent companions of 

Alma’s on hikes and travels around 
the area included Grace Sanford, 
Jeanette Shepherd, Gene Peterson, 
and a young Iris Black, whose father 
had built the original Reco Hotel.

In the 1930s, as the Depression 
dragged on, Alma watched as 
businesses closed and people moved 
away, leaving her and Johnny as 
two of the few store-owners left in 
the once-booming city. And she was 
there to record the aftermath of the 
tragic “Stewart Slide” in 1937, which 
killed little Evelyn Stewart and her 
dog, despite a massive rescue attempt 
by men from three surrounding 
communities.

During the 1940s, while Sandon 
was an internment camp for Japanese-
Canadians, Alma employed several 
of them, such as Eiko Hemni, who 
cooked in the Reco Hotel, where 
Alma had become the post-mistress. 
The mini-boom of having hundreds 
of people in the city did not last, 
however, as internees were relocated 
to New Denver within two years.

Johnny died in 1953, two years 
before the wash-out that tore the main 
street flume apart and devastated the 
town. At that point, the now-middle-

aged Alma lost hope of reviving the 
community, and moved to Silverton, 
where she later married long-time 
friend Ted Kleim. Alma continued 
to live in Silverton until she passed 
away, in the mid-1980s.

Just recently, a collection 
of Alma’s previously unseen 
photographs taken in and around 
Sandon and on her many travels were 

donated to the Sandon Historical 
Society by Alma’s nephew. The SHS 
has now scanned all these invaluable 
historic photographs, and they can be 
made available for viewing.

* This article is dedicated 
to Lorna Obermayr, who always 
stresses how important it is that 
women’s stories also be told, and 
their contributions recognized.

Always adventurous, Alma would often ride “the Carnation Bobsleigh” – a 
home-made four-person sled – down a hair-raising ride from the mine into 
town. That’s Alma second from the back, with Dorothy Pilley in front of her.

Remembering Alma Harris, adventurous world traveller and grand-dame of Sandon
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The Valhalla Mile, a gift that will 
last forever…

“Give Us An Inch and 
We’ll Take a Mile”

Gift Certificates Now Available!
This Valentine’s Day, give your sweetheart a gift that will 
last longer than flowers or chocolates... give the Valhalla 

Mile.  Donate $100 and receive a full-colour gift certificate 
bearing the slogan “Give Us An Inch and We’ll Take a Mile… 

The Valhalla Mile.”  Each colour certificate, suitable for framing, 
confirms that the bearer has adopted an inch of the Valhalla Mile.

All proceeds go to the purchase of the Valhalla Mile 
and you will receive a tax receipt for your donation!

Valhalla Mile certificates are now available at the following fine 
local stores; we thank them for their support:
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Raven’s Nest (New Denver)  Hours:  10:30 a.m. - 4 p.m. 
Monday to Saturday, Sundays 11 a.m. – 3 p.m.

Garden Graces (New Denver)  Hours:  10 a.m. – 5 p.m. Tuesday to 
Saturday 

Gaze n Chat (Silverton)  Hours: 9 a.m. – 5 p.m. Tuesday to Saturday

Evolution Boutique (Nakusp)  Hours: 10 a.m. – 5 p.m. Monday to 
Saturday

Slocan Village Market (Slocan)  Hours: 9 a.m. – 8 p.m. Daily
8

To order by mail, send your donation (cheque only please) to: 
Valhalla Foundation  Box 63, Silverton B.C. V0G 2B0

$100 donation per certificate, by cheque only please, payable 
to the Valhalla Foundation

submitted
Nelson’s 16th annual Canadian film 

festival rolls Friday through Sunday 
February 13-15 at the Capitol Theatre. 
This year the festival features nine award 
winning films, a workshop on spiritual 
activism by special guest Velcrow 
Ripper and local shorts.  If one word 
could describe this year’s festival, it 
would be ‘inspirational.’ 

Opening night brings us a hilarious 
circa 1991 comedy that combines beer, 
hockey, a love of opera, good food 
and laughs called Perfectly Normal, 
followed by Carts Of Darkness, an 
exposé of North Vancouver’s newest 
extreme sport – shopping cart racing.  

Saturday night February 14, Ripper 
will attend this screening of his new 
film Fierce Light. Following the thread 
of Scared Sacred, (his previous film) 

Fierce Light explores the exciting global 
zeitgeist of “compassionate activism” 
where millions are realizing that they 
can make change happen with the power 
of taking positive, peaceful action that 
comes from the heart. Featuring Julia 
Butterfly Hill, Daryl Hannah, Ralph 
Nader, Joan Baez, Thich Nhat Hahn, 
Desmond Tutu, Alice Walker and the 
music of Bonnington’s Adam Shaikh. 

 Q&A will follow the film and 
on Sunday Velcrow will conduct a 
workshop on creativity, spirituality and 
activism

Next up is the very entertaining 
Elijah, the story of Cree leader Elijah 
Harper (played by Billy Merasty) who 
risked his life by daring to say “no.”   

Two local filmmakers also have 
shorts in the festival. Nancy Rosenblum’s 
America, Love It Or… tells the story of 

why Mary and Nancy, an all-American 
couple of 24 years, decided to leave their 
Los Angeles home, pack up the U-Haul 
and immigrate to Canada. Nancy is an 
instructor at Selkirk’s Independent Film 
Program and a 10-time Emmy award 
winning editor. 

Local photographer Doug Pyper’s 
short Vanishing Rainbows, is an ode 
to Glacier and Howser creeks and an 
outcry against the privatization of our 
rivers.  

If you’re looking for a family film, 
Saving Luna the moving documentary 
about the little Nootka Sound killer 

FLIKS Canadian Film Fest brings inspiration to Nelson  
whale who wanted people to love him 
screens on Saturday afternoon (February 
15) at 1 pm.  

The Kootenay Country Co-op 
brings us Addicted To Plastic and  The 
Islands Project, in which celebrity chef 
Michael Stadtländer  roams the Gulf 
Islands in his schoolbus/gourmet kitchen 
creating mouth-watering culinary feasts 
for the locals made entirely from the 
local ecosystem.    

The festival closes on Sunday night 
with Mothers & Daughters, the often 
hilarious, strange, and often strained 
ties that bind mothers and daughters 

together. Starring Babz Chula, Gabrielle 
Rose, and Tantoo Cardinal, this is a 
refreshing unique style of comedy, 
drama and work-shopped documentary.  

All films are rated PG except 
Mothers & Daughters, which is rated 
14A, and Saving Luna, which is rated G.  

Festival tickets are $10 adults, $5 
under 18 yrs, $25 for a three-film pass, 
$40 for full festival pass.  Advanced 
tickets and passes are available in person 
at Otter Books; out-of-towners may 
reserve tickets by emailing info@FLIKS.
ca before February 13. Film and festival 
details can be found at www.FLIKS.ca 

submitted
Sunday, February 1 saw the Summit 

Lake Racers taking part in the Rio Tinto 
Nancy Greene Ski League, hosted by 
the Red Mountain Racers. One hundred 
fifty young skiers from our zone, which 
ranges from Grand Forks, through 
Rossland, Salmo, and Nelson, and up 
to Nakusp, participated in the event. 

The course was a tight slalom 
with a hairpin turn, both icy and fast. It 
required skilled edging. According to 
coach Nicole Nicholson, the younger 
Summit Lake Racers have had little 
experience running a course like this. 
Gates were blown, gates were straddled, 
and “biffing” was the name of the game, 
even for E3 skiers, who will remain 
anonymous. Access to the course led 
the racers through a treed gully, which, 

Summit Lake Racers edged slalom at Red
according to Lindsay Cann, was one 
of the best parts of the day. The E1 
racers preferred their second runs. Jude 
Nicholson-Chodat said that she “knew 
the course better.” Garrett Waterfield 
“was faster,” and Kylie Waterfield said 
that, although the course was slippery, 
“the ice slowed down a bit” during her 
second run. Larissa Kessler worked 
harder on her edging the second time 
through, and really liked free skiing on 
the Silver Lode Chair. It was a cold day, 
the course was in the shade, and Mikala 
Lewis-Morrison found it particularly 
“icy close to the gates,” freezing her 
fingers and toes. 

The Summit Lake Racers won third 
place ribbons. Claire Jackson was the 
fastest E3 girl on the course, earning 
herself a gold medal, previously won by 

Taylor Aeichele at Whitewater. 
Meanwhile, the NSS Snowboard 

and Ski teams are preparing for the BC 
Alpine Championships at Whistler, 
March 3–6. This is an expensive trip, 
$350 for each student, and donations 
from the public are welcome. Sunday 
afternoon practices will continue until 
the event. 

All Summit Lake Racers are 
encouraged to participate in the Summit 
Lake Ski Hill club races, which will 
be held February 15. Pre-registration 
for each event is $5, through Trish 
McQuair at mcquair@columbiacable.
net, or on race day before 9 am. After 9, 
registration for each event will be $10.

We’ve had a decent amount of 
snowfall this year compared to many other 
hills, and Summit Lake is in good shape.

submitted
Love is in the air.
Love of learning. Love of literacy. 

Love of libraries. And then there’s that 
mollusk of love, the oyster. They all 
come together in Oysters, Authors, 
and Ale, an event to whet your appetite 
for both the love of language and the 
language of love. 

Love, literacy and oysters come together in Nelson
Brent (The Oysterman) Petkau’s 

Cortez Island oysters have a reputation 
for lusciousness. His words, “join the 
oyster revolution,” are just the sort of 
takeover Nelson’s been waiting for, 
especially during the month of love. 

Oysters, that famous aphrodisiac, 
are joined by your favourite local 
authors, fabulous musicians, and a 

famous radio personality to raise funds 
for literacy initiatives. This special event 
takes place Saturday, February 28 at 7 
pm the Nelson Rod & Gun Club.

Master of ceremonies for Oysters, 
Authors, & Ale is CBC Radio host 
Mark Forsythe (BC Almanac). Authors 
Luanne Armstrong, Vivien Bowers, 
Anne DeGrace, Rita Moir, Mark 
Nykanen, Eileen Delahanty Pearkes, 
and Cyndi Sand-Eveland read from the 
works you love. 

Paul Landsberg and Rob Johnson 
will meld their dulcet tones. Nelson 
Brewing Company is a very special 
guest. Fabulous hors d’oeuvres, door 
prizes from the delightful to the amazing, 
surprise guests and more will be on 
hand. And, of course, the Oysterman will 
be there, shucking those lovely bivalves 
for waiting lips.

Tickets are $30, available at the 
Nelson Library and Otter Books. 
Oysters, Authors and Ale is hosted by the 
Columbia Basin Alliance for Literacy 
and the Nelson Municipal Library, in co-
operation with Selkirk College Library. 
For more information call the library at 
250-352-6333.

Councillor Joseph Hughes dropped the puck for Eric Vieira and Aidan 
Hascarl, Nakusp Junior Ice Devils, at the Nakusp Ice Devils Spirit of 2010 

Junior and Senior Novice Hockey Tournament on February 7. Reid Bateman 
and Adam Volansky, Nakusp Senior Ice Devils, hold the banner. 
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