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by Jan McMurray
The Nakusp Citizens of the 

Year 2008 have been chosen and 
will be honoured on April 18 at 
the auditorium in the community 
complex.

The Citizen of the Year Lifetime 
Achievement Award goes to 
Marilyn Massey, the Citizen of the 
Year Award to Shirley Watt, and the 
Citizen of the Year Youth Award to 
Hannah Holden.

Rotary Club announces Nakusp Citizens of the Year 2008
Tickets for the April 18 event 

are available at Barton Insurance 
($20). Deb Guest will provide a 
delectable spread of appetizers in 
lieu of a dinner this year. Doors open 
at 6:30 and things get underway at 
7 pm.

Marilyn Massey has been 
dedicated to arts and culture in the 
Arrow Lakes for two decades. She 
is active in the Arrow Lakes Arts 
Council, the Cultural Community 

of Nakusp and Area Society, the 
Nakusp and Area Development 
Board, and the Pentecostal Church. 
She has been the volunteer organizer 
of the Arrow Lakes Arts Council 
concert series for almost 20 years. 
Thanks to Marilyn, the Bonnington 
has a grand piano and the community 
has a piano, violin and voice teacher. 
She has been choir director of the 
Lakeside Singers for the past five 
years and has put in hundreds of 
volunteer hours as accompanist at 
many community events.

Shirley Watt has been a member 
of the Legion for 50 years, and 
is currently vice president. She 

organizes the poppy fund campaign, 
hosts Robbie Burns Night, sets up 
for bingos, serves at the bar and 
manages the Red Cross equipment 
for the disabled. As a member of 
the Senior Citizens Association, 
she takes care of bookings at the 
seniors hall and organizes the 
annual Valentine’s Tea. She has been 
a member of the Legion Auxiliary 
for 38 years, and volunteers at 
the Nakusp Museum, the United 
Church, and Halcyon Home, and 
delivers Meals on Wheels. She is 
always there to help friends with 
a ride to doctor’s appointments or 
social events. “Everyone needs a 

friend like Shirley,” wrote one of 
the people who nominated her for 
the Citizen of the Year Award.

Hannah Holden is very active 
at Nakusp Secondary with the 
‘O Ambassadors’ program, the 
sustainability club, the grad 
committee and the music and 
athletics programs. She volunteers 
at the hospital and museum, and is 
active in her church.

The Citizens of the Year Awards 
are sponsored by the Rotary Club, 
but no club members are involved 
in choosing award winners. A 
nomination committee is appointed 
by the Rotary president. 

by Katrine Campbell
Springer Creek Forest Products 

has shut down its mill in Slocan for 
an indefinite period, general manager 
Ralph Tomlin confirmed last week.

The mill had already cut back 
on shifts, with layoffs in the middle 
of February and again in the middle 
of March. At full strength, there are 
about 170 employees; two shifts 
employ 120 people, and the last 
cutback dropped that number down 
to 80. 

“We were hoping we could ride it 
out and get through it,” Tomlin says, 
“but the light at the end of the tunnel 
kept getting farther and farther away. 
Chip pricing is down, and that’s the 
straw that broke the camel’s back.

“It’s a combination of everything 
that’s been happening over the last 
year or more.” 

The  shu tdown  won’ t  be 
immediate. Although logging has 
stopped, it will take two or three 
weeks for the millworkers to process 
the current log inventory, and four 
to five weeks to process the lumber 
inventory. 

When will the mill re-open? “We 
really can’t tell. It depends on the 
fundamentals in the market. If there’s 

Springer Creek mill shuts down
a rebound in the lumber prices, or 
chip prices, or the exchange rate – 
if any one of those changes in our 
favour significantly, it could make 
the difference.

“We’ve done most of the cost-
cutting that we can, but it’s not 
about cost-cutting any more. We 
need something to happen in the 
marketplace or the currency.”

The mill in Slocan was an early 
entry in the race for the Japanese 
market, retooling some years ago 
to make lumber in dimensions used 
by that country’s builders. That 
made them successful when other 
mills were faltering. However, the 
Japanese market is down and the 
price of commodity and specialty 
lumber is low.

There is more competition now, 
too.  “The pressure on the market 
from people who didn’t traditionally 
sell there has brought the Japanese 
market almost to a standstill.”

Springer Creek expects to be 
back, though.

“I want to stress that this is not a 
permanent shutdown,” Tomlin says. 
“We still have a good timber base, 
good quality fibre, a good mill, a good 
crew, and we will be back.”

by Katrine Campbell
The market for recyclables has 

tanked and the Regional District 
of Central Kootenay has been 
left wondering what to do with 
the mountains of materials being 
contributed to recycling bins.

“The problem is the recyclers’, 
but we figure it will become our 
problem within the next year,” says 
RDCK chair Gary Wright. “When the 
contracts are negotiated the recyclers 
will charge us more” because they 
will have less compensation from 
selling the materials.

“With the fluctuating cost of 
fuel and loss of their market for 
recyclables, we’re looking at major 
price increases,” Wright says. 
The RDCK is looking at ways to 
underwrite the cost for this year “in 
ways other than taxation.”

Recycling causes problems for RDCK
The RDCK is looking at storing 

the recycling until the market 
improves. Cancelling the program is 
not an option because “the public has 
said they’re committed to recycling, 
so we will do our best to deliver that 
program until we hear differently 
from the public.

“Recycling only keeps things 
out of the landfill. We’re still using 
petroleum products and precious 
metals to make containers; recycling 
is one way to reprocess them once or 
twice but it’s still a very expensive 
way to handle waste.”

Minimizing the amount going 
into the recycling bins, without 
adding to the amount of garbage, 
would help, Wright says. The district 
is asking people to help by reusing 
more materials, or buying less 
packaging.

The kids run to take their turn in the jello eating relay race at the Summit Lake Ski Hill Annual Spring Carnival on March 14.

MP Alex Atamanenko recently brought MLA Katrine Conroy and Niya Karpenko, legislative intern from Victoria, to New Denver to 
meet local dignitaries such as Jan McMurray, Valley Voice editor. Conroy is currently the West Kootenay-Boundary MLA, and will 

be running as the NDP candidate in our new electoral riding of Kootenay West (Arrow/Slocan Lakes) in the May provincial election.



   The Valley Voice    March 25, 20092 NEWS

Advertise in the 
Valley Voice

Your locally owned, independent 
community newspaper

Call 250-358-7218 for details
Email: valleyvoice@netidea.com

LEON PENDLETON
malgorzata@xplornet.com

• sales and installation of solar, wind & 
micro hydro systems

• back-up power systems
• S.A.D. lamps (seasonal affected disorder)

Sale on Now!

by Jan McMurray
The Regional District of 

Central Kootenay (RDCK) held 
an open house on March 18 to 
discuss the Smart Planning for 
Communities (SPC) initiative. 

SPC is  a  provincial 
initiative that is tied to the 
Gas Tax Agreement, whereby 
the federal and provincial 
governments provide funding to 
local governments for projects 
that will achieve reduced 
greenhouse gas emissions, 
cleaner water and cleaner air. 
In order for local governments 
to receive gas tax funds, they 
must engage in some form of 
sustainability planning. 

The RDCK has decided 
to go through the SPC process 
to satisfy this requirement of 
the gas tax funding agreement. 
Monty Horton, planner at the 
RDCK, explained that the 
SPC process has three steps: 
community assessment , 
prioritizing and action planning, 
and implementation. The open 
house was the launch of the first 
step – community assessment. 
Horton explained that this first 
step is a visioning exercise, 
similar to an OCP process, but 
broader in scope. He said the 
plan would be RDCK-wide 
and would be integrated with 
the municipalities in the RDCK. 

Darwin Horning from CTQ, 
consultants the RDCK hired to 

RDCK launches Smart Planning for Communities process
facilitate the open house, added 
that the SPC process looks at 
things that are not considered 
in most OCPs, like climate 
change. “It is a much longer-
term view, as opposed to what is 
going to happen in my lifetime. 
Identifying what is important to 
the communities and where the 
resources need to be focused is 
what this is all about,” he said. 

Horning also stressed the 
importance of action coming 
out of the planning. “We need 
action, so I like to call it ‘applied 
sustainability.’ Local action is 
very important, and we need 
grassroots organizations to be 
engaged in the process,” he said.

The Province has contracted 
the Fraser Basin Council to 
administer the SPC program. 
Laurie Cordell, hired by the 
Fraser Basin Council to be 
the representative for local 
governments in the East and 
West Kootenays for the SPC, 
also attended the open house. 
She said her role was to help 
local governments be more 
strategic in their planning and 
will help them look for funding.

She also informed people 
about the Fraser Basin Council 
(FBC), which originally formed 
to deal with watershed issues in 
the Fraser Basin and is moving 
into broader sustainability 
issues. She said the FBC is a 
multi-stakeholder collaborative 

group that has been successful 
in involving First Nations. 

The general feeling of the 
public who attended was that it 
was time for action. 

One woman from Creston 
commented, “We are creating 

webs of confusion. The average 
taxpayer is saying, ‘Enough 
planning, let’s get this show on 
the road.’”

Another woman said, “We 
need to mobilize the community 
or this is just another top down 

process.”
Cordell said there would 

be plenty of opportunity for 
grassroots action as we moved 
away from the first step of 
community assessment and 
into the second step of action 

planning.
Surveys, also available 

on the RDCK website, were 
provided and people had a 
chance to weigh in on their three 
highest priorities and one lowest 
priority for their communities.

by Katrine Campbell
Leonard Casley, chief of the 

New Denver and Area Volunteer 
Fire Department, is not happy 
with the new provincial Fire 
Services Model.

Although the model is 
touted as a way to improve 
firefighting services in BC, Casley 
says his biggest objection is 
the financial burden it would 
place on small communities. 
“It’s not defined in the model 
where the training funds will 
come from. There is no financial 
commitment on the Province’s 
side.”

However, he is optimistic that 

Fire services model questioned by fire chief
the model will be revised.

“I think they’ve almost 
written this off already. I was 
at a meeting on Wednesday,” 
called by the Office of the Fire 
Commissioner. “They wanted 
to hear what the fire chiefs had 
to say, to find out what training 
is required and to find a fix for 
the problem of getting everyone 
trained to a standard and the lack 
of volunteers.

“It sounds like they’re going 
to take some of the smaller stuff 
and do it.”

Casley says there was an 
advisory group giving input 
on the model but the smaller 

communities weren’t well-
represented because their fire 
chiefs are generally working 
full-time at other jobs and don’t 
have the time to commit.

“I filled out so many 
surveys…eventually you say 
‘I don’t have time for this, 
I’m too busy looking after the 
department.”

On the question of adding 
first responder (first aid) 
responsibilities, Casley said 
“if they want it in the fire 
departments, then fund it, don’t 
put it on the backs of volunteers.”

Terry Warren, Nakusp’s 
chief, says the model has “some 

good parts and some bad parts” 
but overall he agrees with a lot 
of it. His primary concern is the 
safety of his volunteers and “we 
have to train to some type of 
standards to be safe.

“ U n f o r t u n a t e l y,  [ t h e 
Province is] downloading onto 
municipalities and regional 
districts.”

He’s not keen on adding first 
responder duties.

“We would need a lot of 
volunteers to train to a high level. 
They have full-time work and 
families and hobbies, and they’re 
dedicated [to firefighting] already. 
It would be asking too much.”

submitted
Alex Atamanenko, MP 

for BC Southern Interior, is 
strongly opposed to the sweeping 
changes to the Navigable Waters 
Protection Act (NWPA) that were 
buried deep in the Conservative’s 
Budget Implementation Bill 
C-10. The bill passed into law 
on March 12.

“In BC there are a number 
of rivers and streams being 
considered for small hydro 
projects,” noted Atamanenko. 
“Because  of  the  NWPA 
amendments these run-of-river 
projects may escape proper 
scrutiny which could have an 
impact on countless fish-bearing 
streams.”

Befo re  the  changes , 
the NWPA ensured a proper 
environmental assessment prior 
to starting a construction project 
over or next to one of Canada’s 
waterways. Now, the Transport 
Minister has unilateral authority 
to grant approval for works, 
without any parliamentary review 
or public disclosure.

“We now have a situation 
where the federal government is 
making it easier for the Campbell 
government to push through 
the independent power projects 
(IPPs),” stated the NDP MP. “This 
is the next step in the privatization 
of our water resources which 
must not be allowed to happen.”

According to Atamanenko, 
it is not right that the Minister of 
Transport should have the sole 
authority to exempt whole classes 
of waterways and works from the 
environmental process. 

“My NDP colleagues 

Atamanenko condemns changes to NWPA
and I will continue to fight 
alongside concerned citizens 
and organizations to ensure that 
navigation and environmental 
rights are not abandoned in the 
name of expediency,” concluded 
the BC Southern Interior MP.

The NWPA amendments 
were buried in the Budget Bill as 
part of the fiscal stimulus package 
as pretexts to expediting the start 
of shovel-ready projects, and as 
such they have largely escaped 
public scrutiny.

During the debate on C-10 
New Democrats proposed 
changes to the Bill which would 
have saved the NWPA. However, 
with the help of the Liberals, the 
Conservatives were able to ram 
this legislation through.

submitted
Columbia Basin Trust 

(CBT) is proud to announce a 
new three-year partnership with 
Enterprising Non-Profits (ENP), 
a granting program that seeks to 
assist non-profit organizations 
operating a social enterprise.

“In preparing our recently 
released Social Strategic Plan, 
non-profits told us they needed 
a variety of tools and resources 
to help them become more 
sustainable,” said Neil Muth, 
CBT president and CEO. 

ENP provides grants of 
up to $10,000 to non-profit 
organizations in BC that 
are interested in starting or 
expanding a social enterprise 
business. CBT will support this 

Columbia Basin Trust partners with enterprising non-profits 
program with $285,000 over the 
next three years.

‘Social enterprise’ refers 
to business ventures operated 
by non-profits, whether they 
are societies, charities, or co-
operatives. These businesses 
sell goods or provide services 
in the market for the purpose 
of creating a blended return on 
investment, both financial and 
social. Their profits are returned 
to the business or to a social 
purpose, rather than maximizing 
profits to shareholders.

ENP i s  hos t ing  two 
workshops in the Basin: one in 
Revelstoke on March 24 and 
one in Cranbrook on April 29. 
These workshops are open to 
anyone eager to learn more 

about this program and how 
ENP can help start or expand 
a social enterprise. Attendance 
at this workshop is mandatory 
for eligibility for an ENP grant. 
For more information on the 
workshops or on ENP, visit 
www.enterprisingnonprofits.ca.

ENP is a partnership of 
nine funders including: CBT, 
Coast Capital Savings, United 
Way of the Lower Mainland, 
Vancity Community Foundation, 
Vancity Credit Union, Vancouver 
Foundation, Western Economic 
Diversification Canada, North 
Development Initiative Trust and 
one anonymous funder.

For more information on 
CBT’s Social Strategic Plan visit 
www.cbt.org/social. 

submitted
Residents in the Regional 

District of Central Kootenay 
are encouraged to participate 
in Earth Hour, a global 
conservation effort of the 
World Wildlife Fund. 

E a r t h  H o u r  2 0 0 9 
takes  p lace  on  March 
28 at 8:30 pm. Citizens, 
businesses, corporations and 

RDCK promotes Earth Hour, March 28, 8:30 - 9:30 pm
governments are encouraged 
to turn off all non-essential 
lights (both inside and out) 
for a full hour to show their 
support for action on climate 
change.

T h e  p u r p o s e  i s  t o 
raise awareness of climate 
change, to engage citizens 
to express a commitment to 
take personal action and to 

prompt government officials 
to take a leadership role in 
climate change action. In 
2009, Earth Hour aims to 
reach one billion people in 
1,000 cities worldwide. 

For more information 
on RDCK climate action 
initiatives and zero waste 
programs please visit www.
rdck.bc.ca 

submitted
L o c a l  i n d e p e n d e n t 

filmmaker Carl Jacks, in 
association with the adventure 
kayaking / activist group The 
Endangered Creeks Expedition 
(ECE), will  be presenting 
his award winning short film 
Symbiosis on March 26 at 7 pm. 
The film will be shown at the 
Capitol Theatre in Nelson as 
part of the touring Vancouver 
International Mountain Film 
Festival (VIMFF)  ‘Best of the 
Fest’ line-up.

Showing of film on local creeks coincides with 10,000 Voices 
Symbiosis features exquisite 

footage from numerous West 
Kootenay  

creeks being proposed 
for controversial independent 
power projects  (IPPs). Guided 
by members of the ECE, viewers 
are actively led down a selection 
of creeks and canyons special to 
residents of the West Kootenays.

Symbios i s  won  Bes t 
Accomplished Documentary 
Film at the highly acclaimed 
2009 National Paddling Film 
Festival in Lexington, Kentucky. 

It received an honourable mention 
at this year’s VIMFF.

The event at the Capitol 
Theatre is happening on the same 
day as the 10,000 Voices for BC 
Rivers action day, when citizens 
province-wide are being asked 
to contact the premier and their 
MLA to call for a moratorium 
on the privatization of rivers for 
private power projects. 

Tickets to the event at the 
Capitol are available at the door, 
with discounts available for 
Whitewater season pass holders.
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by Jan McMurray
The cutting permit for the logging in 

Ainsworth was issued to Meadow Creek 
Cedar (MCC) on March 19, leaving 
many Ainsworth residents feeling 
frustrated with the whole process. 

The Ainsworth Community 
Water Users (ACWU) have filed a 
complaint with the Forest Practices 
Board regarding what they see as an 
intended watershed assessment omission 
by MCC. The group is also considering 
its next step after community monitors 
reported finding evidence of oil leakage 
from machinery in close proximity to 
the Princess Creek water course on 
March 22.

“Now we find our fears concerning 
MCC’s performance confirmed,” 
reported ACWU spokesperson Barb 
Nybo. “We’ve put a lot of time and 
energy into trying to stop this logging 
from happening. We are uncomfortable 
with Meadow Creek Cedar’s tenuous 
financial position and history of 
questionable logging practices. They’re 
logging in some very fragile terrain 
above Ainsworth and we are very 
concerned about our water quality 
and slope stability issues. It’s most 
unfortunate that the government has 
handed stewardship of our forests to the 
very companies that are profiting from 
that same resource. More and more it 
becomes the community’s responsibility 
to monitor the logging operations and 

Meadow Creek Cedar commences logging in Ainsworth
report to the government after the fact. In 
this case, the taxpayer will be left to pay 
for any reforesting, road/slope repair or 
water quality issues that remain should 
MCC default on their commitments 
due to their financial state. It has been 
suggested that our area has been chosen 
as the last ditch effort to keep MCC’s 
creditors at bay, and the perceived speed 
of granting the permit and rush to active 
harvesting appears to confirm this.” 

MCC recently hired a trustee to 
negotiate a payment plan with its 
creditors in order to stop a ‘forced sale’ 
of all its property, which was ordered 
by the court after two creditors sued the 
company.

Dale Anderson from the Kootenay 
Lake Forest District office said in an 
interview that he sensed the Ainsworth 
residents’ biggest concern was MCC’s 
financial position and whether or not 
the company would still be around 
to fulfill its silviculture and road 
maintenance obligations. “In terms 
of overall compliance to silviculture 
obligations and road maintenance – 
it’s something we’re watching very 
closely,” said Anderson. “It’s a concern 
to us as well, because of the company’s 
financial situation. As long as they are 
meeting their obligations, we can’t use 
their financial position as grounds to 
disapprove the permit, which I think a 
number of people were hoping we could 
or would.”

When asked if he was aware of 
any infractions or investigations of 
MCC’s work, in light of the seeming 
deep mistrust among residents of the 
company since it’s been under the 
current ownership, Anderson said there 
was a Ministry investigation underway 
of MCC’s work in the Trout Lake 
area, which he cannot discuss until the 
investigation is complete, as well as 
one in the Tea Creek area near Duncan 
Lake, “but I’m not aware that there’s 
an infraction there.” There was a Forest 
Practices Board investigation of MCC’s 
work in the Leet Creek watershed near 
Woodbury last year, but no serious 
contraventions were found. 

At a public meeting in Ainsworth 
in February, the Cody Caves tour 
operator raised the issue of the poor 
condition of Cody Caves Road. He 
expressed his frustration with MCC’s 
repeated empty promises to repair 
it. When asked about this, Anderson 
replied that this had been an issue 
because maintenance of that road is a 
shared responsibility, “but we’ve not 
had anything that has amounted to a 
contravention or an investigation.” 
He said it is difficult financially for 
companies to do road maintenance when 
they are not operating in the area, and 
indicated that maintenance of resource 
roads is an issue province-wide.

At the February meeting, Anderson 
stated that the forestry office still needed 

to make sure MCC was dealing with 
issues around terrain stability before 
issuing the cutting permit.

When asked to elaborate on how this 
had been resolved, Anderson said they 
had talked with MCC and had checked 
the terrain stability maps. “They will 
be responsible during their operations 
to make sure they don’t do anything 
to re-direct water or cause instability. 
At this point, our understanding is that 
the terrain stability issue should be 
manageable, based on good operations.”  

The other outstanding issue from 
the meeting was the company’s hauling 
plans for three of the seven cutblocks. 
Anderson said that the hauling plan for 
the three cutblocks in the more sensitive 
Krao Creek area is still outstanding. 

However, he said the company 
is starting operations in the four 
cutblocks in the Cedar Creek area north 
of Ainsworth, where the Cody Caves 
Road has been established as the hauling 
route. There are no water licences on 
Cedar Creek. There are, however, two 
residences that have been drawing water 
for many years from Princess Creek, 
which is in the cutting area.

Anderson said the company would 
not get to the three cutblocks in the 
Krao Creek area south of Ainsworth 
for “several months yet,” giving them 
time to determine their hauling route. He 
said that MCC was still negotiating with 
Fortis for the use of their road, which 

would be MCC’s preferred option. 
However, Fortis wants some assurance 
that the community is in support of the 
use of the Fortis road for MCC hauling 
operations. “Some do and some don’t, 
so I’m not sure that Fortis is going to get 
the assurance they want,” said Anderson. 

Nybo reported that the ACWU had 
gathered opinions from the majority of 
residents, and that 37 were against the 
use of the Fortis road and only one was 
in favour.

The other option for hauling out 
of Krao Creek involves upgrading 700 
metres of existing road that goes through 
the top of Munn Creek watershed, where 
most Ainsworth residents get their water. 
In this case, the logs would come out via 
Cody Caves Road, which connects with 
the existing road that MCC would have 
to upgrade.

Anderson explained that MCC had 
applied for the permit to upgrade this 
road, and expected that the permit would 
be issued before the end of March. 
Once the permit is issued, MCC has the 
right to do the work, but Anderson says 
“they won’t until they have to – until 
they’ve exhausted the Fortis option, I 
would think.”

The company will have to advise the 
Ministry if they will be using the Fortis 
road, as this will change the appraisal 
for the stumpage, explained Anderson.

Calls to MCC were not returned 
by deadline.

by Jan McMurray
Interior Health’s proposed Pest 

Management Plan (PMP) has created 
quite a stir among many people from 
the IH area (West and East Kootenays, 
Boundary, Okanagan), but there does 
not seem to be cause for alarm.

Stuart Craig of SMC Consulting, 
the company IH hired to write the 
plan, explained that having the PMP 
in place does not mean that pest 
management will be carried out. Pest 
management will only happen if local 
governments want it to happen. The 
PMP is a legal framework that allows 
local governments to access provincial 
funding to apply pesticide control if 
they choose to.

Also, this PMP is strictly for the 
control of West Nile Virus (WNV). Pest 
management using larvicides under this 
PMP can only take place if WNV is 
found in the area. So far, there has only 
been one human case found of WNV 
in BC, and it was most likely related to 
travel outside the province. However, 
the Interior Health area is the highest 
risk area in the province for WNV, so IH 
had the PMP drafted as a precautionary 
measure, so that the legal framework 
for local governments to do pest control 
is in place if WNV shows up. 

“Personally, I’m hoping that this 
plan I put together will never be used, 
because that would mean that West Nile 
Virus was not found,” said Craig.

The draft plan is available at 
www.interiorhealth.ca (search the site 
for ‘WNV Pest Management Plan’). 
SMC Consulting is accepting public 
comments on the plan until April 3 at 
250-492-6193 or SMCConsulting@
shaw.ca. 

Craig explained that there was a 
permit in place with the Ministry of 
Health for many years that allowed local 
governments to do pest management if 
they chose to. This permit expired 
on December 31, 2008, and was not 

Pest Management Plan rings alarm bells for many
renewed because the law changed and 
required a PMP instead of the permit. 

“It’s not a new concept – it’s just a 
different way of getting the documents 
in place to allow local governments to 
do pest management,” he said. “There 
has been a change from the permit 
system to this system.”

He explained that under the permit 
system, the Ministry of Health was 
the holder of the permit and any local 
government could apply to the Ministry 
to operate under the permit. In our 
area, there has been pest management 
in place in the Lardeau Valley since 
the late 1990s, and in Pineridge. The 
pest management in place in these two 
communities of Area D of the RDCK is 
for nuisance control, whereas the draft 
PMP is for WNV only.

The PMP allows pest management 
methods for mosquito larvae only, 
not for adult mosquitoes. It includes 
physical and mechanical means as 
methods to prevent WNV, as well as 
biological control and chemical control. 

Physical and mechanical means 
include public education and the 
removal of sources of standing water, 
which mosquitoes need to breed. 

Biological control agents proposed 
include Bacillus thuringiensis (Bt) and 
Bacillus sphaericus. These agents kill 
mosquitoes in the larva stage, and have 
found to be toxic to black flies and 
some chironomid (midge) larvae, but 
have minimal impact on most other 
organisms found in mosquito breeding 
sites. “Bt  is used by organic gardeners 
and is certified for use in organic 
farms,” said Craig. “This is not your 
traditional chemical pesiticide that you 
might see used in industrial situations.”

The chemical control proposed in 
the PMP is the use of a larvicide called 
methoprene, which does not kill the 
larvae, but interferes with the mosquito 
life cycle, preventing the larvae from 
reaching maturity. Craig said that 
this chemical would never be used in 
fish-bearing water, but only in catch 
basins and man-made devices such as 
abandoned swimming pools.

Craig said that the plan allows 
for the application of the pesticides 
by helicopter and fixed-wing aircraft, 
but this is done only in large swampy 
areas where manual application with 
a backpack sprayer or truck-mounted 
sprayer is impossible. 

submitted
We’ve gone the mile. The purchase 

of the Valhalla Mile is a definite go, 
campaign co-ordinator Lorna Visser 
reported on March 23.

At a mid-March meeting, the 
Columbia Basin Trust’s Delivery of 
Benefits committee approved a grant 
of $250,000 for the Valhalla Mile 
acquisition. The CBT’s support is 
the final large component of funding 
required from institutional funders, and 
this gift will ensure that the acquisition 
will go ahead.

As well, the Toronto-Dominion 
Bank’s Friends of the Environment 

Valhalla Mile meets fundraising 
target, final call for donations

Foundation recently approved a grant of 
$10,000 for the Valhalla Mile.

“With the institutional funding now 
in place, we are making the final call for 
individual donors’ pledges to be fulfilled,” 
said Visser. “Please, if you have made a 
pledge, send in your gift by the end of the 
month, as we have been counting on your 
support in terms of the tally of funds raised 
for the Valhalla Mile.”  

Cheques can be made payable to the 
Valhalla Foundation and sent to Box 63, 
Silverton, BC V0G 2B0.

Full details on the final phase of the 
Valhalla Mile campaign will be published 
in the next issue of the Valley Voice.
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Ten Thousand 
Voices

Great concern has been expressed 
by citizens in the West Kootenay 
along with all other regions of BC 
regarding the misguided energy plan 
of the BC Liberals.  

It is no wonder. Without any 
regional land use plans for energy 
projects and without proper public 
consultation from the beginning, 
local citizens are suddenly catapulted 
into a position of defending their 
favourite rivers and creeks from 
harmful river diversions and 
wilderness destruction. Further 
eroding democracy, the BC Liberals 
passed Bill 30 stripping local 
governments of their power to stop 
these private power projects.

And there is no end in sight. 
While locally people are trying to 
protect Glacier and Howser Creeks, 
over 600 other applications to divert 
rivers in BC are now in place. Last 
year a BC Hydro study identified 
a total of over 8,200 water courses 
in BC with hydroelectric potential. 
No limits have been placed on this 
modern-day gold rush.

Additionally disturbing is the 
fact that BC can fully function 
without this new generation. Firstly, 
river diversion projects produce the 
bulk of their electricity in the summer 
when our needs are low. Secondly, 
BC Hydro has carefully documented 
the feasibi l i ty  of  the much 
cheaper and highly environmental 
alternative: conservation. Finally, 
the BC Liberals do not include the 
Columbia River Treaty electricity 
in their import/export figures. This 
huge amount of electricity (over 
4,000 GW/hr) produced as a result of 
three of our local dams is completely 
available to us. Instead, we sell this 
electricity to the Americans. 

With the large diversity of 
concerns regarding river diversion 
projects throughout the province, 
there is finally an opportunity to 
powerfully communicate these to 
government. 10,000 Voices (www.
tenthousandvoices.org) invites all 

citizens on March 26 to contact their 
MLA and Premier Gordon Campbell 
to place a moratorium on issuing 
licenses for these river diversion 
projects.

10,000 Voices reasonably 
suggests that if and when we 
want to consider river diversion 
for hydroelectricity that they be 
regionally planned, environmentally 
appropriate, acceptable to First 
Nations, and publicly owned.

Together we can both protect 
our rivers and have a bright energy 
future.

Gary Diers
Argenta

The root cause 
of the Israeli/
Arab conflict

It is sad for us to see how Israel 
is always portrayed in a bad light.

The root cause for this is that for 
over half a century there has been 
a refusal of the reality of a Jewish 
State, the legitimacy of Israel as a 
Jewish homeland, and the Jews’ right 
to live as a people among the nations.

The Arabs and the Jews could 
work well together but many amongst 
the Palestinians and Arab nations just 
want to erase them, drive them out to 
the sea. Why do they have to have a 
security fence, air surveillance over 
the ports and coastline? We know it 
is because the suicide bombers were 
entering and killing as many as they 
could on buses, markets, schools – 
wherever there were a lot of people. 
The fence has reduced that to zero. 
The ports have to be guarded as ships 
loaded with weapons, bombs, etc try 
to get in.

It was mentioned in a letter about 
the Palestinians’ shortage of water 
and Israel was blamed for it. The fact 
is Israel shares the water from the 
aquifers. In addition, over 40 million 
cubic metres of water per year from 
sources within Israel are piped over 
the Green Line for Palestinian use 
in the West Bank. Ramallah, for 
example, receives over five million 
cubic metres annually from Israeli 

sources. Israel sends another four 
million cubic metres annually over 
its border for Palestinian use in the 
Gaza Strip.

This  i s  not  jus t  for  the 
Palestinians. Despite its own meagre 
supply, Israel provides 600,000 cubic 
metres of water to ten otherwise dry 
villages in South Lebanon, and, as a 
favour to the late King Hussein, more 
that 55 million cubic metres annually 
to Jordan. Perhaps no other country, 
facing the severe shortage that Israel 
does, has shared so much water with 
so many of its neighbours. This year 
Israel is having the worst drought in 
over 70 years. 

We need to be very thankful to the 
Jewish people for their contribution 
towards science, medicine and 
technology. These people have 
received a high percentage of the 
Nobel prizes. Our lives have been 
enriched because of the Jewish 
people. 

Danny and Joan Law
New Denver

Response to ‘Pity 
the Palestinians’ 
(February 25 issue)

Once again, yet another Hamas/
terrorist defender feels obliged to 
uphold Palestinian ‘rights’ while 
denying Israelis their right to self-
defence.

Of course, Palestinians are 
always the victims, never the 
perpetrators. They need look no 
further to their own leadership to 
see why they do not have a state. 
Many times they have sat down at the 
negotiating table, (1917, 1948, 1967, 
1980, and 1992) and every time they 
refused to sign. Better not ask Mrs 
Arafat, however...she is enjoying her 
billions of dollars on the Riviera in 
her retirement.

When in doubt, it never hurts to 
check undeniable facts.

Islam only came into being in the 
14th century. The Hebrew religion 
has been in existence for 5,769 
years, and there has been a Hebrew 
presence since then. I can think of 
few other cultures offhand that have 
had a continuous presence in the 
same country for over 6,000 years.

A quick check of ancient maps 
will show that ancient Israel was 
created in 1310 BC. Had the Romans 
not conquered the Holy Land 2,000 
yrs ago, Israel would have just 
celebrated its 3,300th Independence 
Day, not its 61st.

In short, the world does like when 
Israel defends itself. Surrounded by 
Iranian-financed threats on all sides 

– she does the mininum that she can 
in order to prevent yet another real, 
not fictional, Holocaust.

No matter the measures taken 
to protect its people from rockets, 
missiles, bombs, guns or heavier 
attack, Israel comes under a barrage 
of condemnations and negative 
political pressure. It is nearing the 
61st year since its re-establishment, 
so when will the Jewish state no 
longer have to defend its existence?

Could the world truly think 
that Israel likes having to send its 
country’s youth into an extremely 
hostile urban combat setting, 
where around every corner could 
be a booby-trapped explosive or 
kidnapping trap? Could the world 
truly think Israel’s self-centred 
politicians like suspending their 
election campaigns to handle the 
emergencies that come along with a 
military operation? The world must 
understand that Israel cannot have 
one million of its citizens under the 
daily immediate threat of rockets.

When Jordan wanted a peace 
treaty with Israel in 1967, it came 
very quickly. Same story with Egypt.

When there is a Palestinian 
leadership group who is sincere 
about living in peace and security 
with Israel, they, too, will have their 
own state. Right now, both ‘political 
parties’ are, in fact, recognized as 
terror groups.

Both Fatah and Hamas are sworn 
to the destruction of Israel, and 
deny the WWII Holocaust, and 
Israel’s right to exist. READ THEIR 
CHARTERS!!

Peace will come when there is 
true Palestinian leadership concerned 
with their citizens’ well-being, and 
not a day before.

Ian Zack
New Denver

Re: Headline 
Hoodwink: David 
Suzuki Foundation 
supports river power

I, like many others, was shocked to 
read in both the Golden and Revelstoke 
papers that a well-known environmental 
organization might actually support 
private power projects on our local 
rivers.  However, when I read the very 
long interview, it became clear that the 
headline was misleading and that the 
Suzuki Foundation actually reinforces 
concerns that Wildsight and many local 
residents have with indiscriminate 
private applications on Kootenay rivers. 
Here are three main points made in that 
article:

1. There is no overall land use-

planning process regarding, for example, 
which areas are too environmentally 
sensitive, remote, expensive, etc.;

2. There is no overall plan – there 
are 600 active applications, yet nobody 
is looking at cumulative impacts;

3. There is a need for better 
environmental regulations.

We share those concerns but 
also add, from the perspective of the 
Kootenay consciousness, what about the 
community test? If these private power 
projects are so great, then let them meet 
the test of community approval.

Instead, local governments, 
stakeholders and residents are 
completely excluded from having any 
influence on the process.

Locals know about proposals on 
rivers and creeks near their communities. 
But are you aware that there is a 
48-megawatt proposal (a substantial 
size but conveniently just below 
what would trigger an Environmental 
Assessment) on the Upper Wood River?  
This is a pristine wilderness where the 
timber licensee has voluntarily agreed 
to forgo logging because the ecological, 
wilderness and historical values are 
so significant. It’s a magical, majestic 
mountain setting. With towering peaks, 
vast primeval forests, and pristine lakes, 
It’s a Canadian postcard come to life, 
a landscape unchanged by time. This 
is the Upper Wood River, unroaded 
wilderness, protected from timber 
harvest, the only place Thompson 
explored he could still recognize 200 
years later. Ancient trees of a rare 
interior rainforest preside over critical 
connectivity corridors for wildlife, 
like the endangered mountain caribou, 
moose and grizzly bears. Pristine creeks 
and rivers teem with fish.

And the forest company recognizes 
all this to the point that there is a legal 
variance to the Kootenay Boundary 
Land Use Plan, but none of this has 
any influence on private power. What 
we have agreed upon in the past doesn’t 
matter. A private entity can push a road 
into this wilderness and harness a wild 
river that has hardly seen a canoe or 
kayak, let alone a power plant.

In the future, if you do travel into 
this area or any of the many other places 
hosting private power projects that 
might also be your regular backcountry 
stomping grounds, you may very well 
be met with a fence and signs warning 
you, “Danger” and “No Trespassing,” 
and security guards. Beyond the fence 
will be a huge excavator, ripping up 
the creek and riparian vegetation and 
leaving you wondering why private 
power companies don’t have the same 
restrictions forest companies do. 

Ellen Zimmerman, Wildsight
Golden



March 25, 2009     The Valley Voice  5LETTERS

Jumbo Action Alert!!!
If you think the process for extending the 

Environmental Assessment Certificate was 
flawed because —

1. there was no opportunity for input by individual 
members of the public

2. recent government studies indicate that the 
Central Purcell Grizzly Bear population is now 
dangerously low

3. the proposed Glacier/Howser IPP will have 
negative impacts on the Jumbo area

4. recent CBT studies show our glaciers are rapidly 
receding

5. all this increased environmental pressure should 
trigger another thorough E.A.O. assessment

Contact the Ombudsman • 1-800-567-3247

Petition at this site: www.ombudsman.bc.ca

sponsored by the West Kootenay Coalition for Jumbo Wild

Where is Robin 
Hood?

For the first time in my life, due to 
uncontrollable circumstances, I have 
become homeless. It has become a 
time in my life where I experience a 
broadening and deepening awareness 
of the needs of others, homeless...
compassion fills the air.  

On my return to Canada in 1991, after 
13 years of a career as a theatre artist and 
professional actress and choreographer, 
and a two-year administrator degree, 
I went into a shock, struggling against 
a Canadian governing system of rules 
that eventually oppressed me. I wanted 
to purchase a home for myself and three 
children and only found the prices of 
property soared from an easy $65,000 
to $150,000.

Even if the prices were reasonable 
I would have to wait to build my credit. 
Now, everyone knows that one needs a 
place to live, and one would have to pay 
rent, so then one would be encouraged 
to purchase – not rent – a home and feel 
settled enough to keep the momentum 
of a mortgage. 

I took the bull by the horns to 
challenge the brokers of property sales 
as to why the soaring prices. The answer 
– the Kootenays were now comparable 
to the Okanagan. 

So who decides that?  It is pure 
speculation and capitalism! Now, almost 
20 years later, the prices have more than 
doubled...the rich are richer and there is a 
rise in homelessness, no real jobs with a 
salary to fit the economy, and now global 
collapse that no one can escape. 

When I re-entered Canada I brought 
with me a wealth of professional titles 
and offered my talent to the Kootenays. 
I staged Vaudeville shows on the SS 
Moyie landing dock for six years, 
directed the ‘Ghostwalk’ as a live tour 
on the SS Moyie, and further offered 
the tour with a Job Creation Grant, thus 
introducing live historical interpretation. 

I have continued to give to the 
community of the Kootenays, but find 
myself  lost in a world without gratitude. 
I have given my all to the communities 
that surround me, only to have to 
succumb to this state of homelessness.  

Property owners now develop their 
basements into suites to rent to pay their 
mortgage, yet what renter would want 
their landlord over their head every day. 
I am witnessing the Nelson downtown 
environment and it isn’t what it used to 
be when I was a youngster...the quality 
of life has shrunk. 

Nelson’s infrastructure isn’t able to 
handle the population explosion and now 
I only see the grocery stores busy...no one 
has money to spare...will the storefronts 
close down...and Nelson a ghost town 
left to the poor....Where is Robin Hood?

Still looking for a home....
Jana Harmon

Nelson

Co-operation key 
to resolving Slocan 
waterfront issues

I hear that someone is circulating 
a petition in the Village of Slocan with 
quite negative allegations regarding the 
Slocan Valley Heritage Trail Society 
(SVHTS) and Tourism BC regarding 

Open letter to 
Premier Campbell

As the Slocan Park Community 
Action for Responsible Ecology Society 
we would like to express our concern 

Re: the Area “H” 
proposed OCP

Zoning is the logical outcome of 
planning and is the reason for the OCP 
process. The mandated pre-existence of an 
OCP is by default the first step in zoning.  
The regulatory tool ‘Development Permit 
Area’ confirms that some level of zoning 
already exists. I believe this is why there 
is considerable promotion by the plan’s 
proponents and opposition by others – 
there may well be (multiple?) zoning 
requests in preparation. Such zoning 
requests are what many Slocan Lake North 
landowners are wary of and in my opinion 
it’s why they want a chance to vote on 
the continuing desirability of completing 
the OCP process. Also I believe they are 
resentful of so much input arising from 
the villages, some of it from part-time 
residents. Much opposition to a vote 
appears to come from people who moved 
into the Slocan Valley area several decades 
ago, and some who are more recently 
arrived via retirement, etc. 

A lot of time and effort was invested 
in the visioning and subsequent drafting of 
an OCP for Sandon in the ’90s. At the open 
house I heard an opinion that the Slocan 
Lake North plan should be adopted on 
the notion that time and effort is sufficient 
to fulfill the democratic process. Not so 
– a secret ballot vote is needed when the 
consensus model is not effective.

Via my involvement with management 
of a large mining property base around 
Sandon I see some proposed elements 
in the Slocan Lake North OCP that I 
cannot support because of what they 
may become via zoning. Various and 
numerous provincial statutes and their 
regulations in my opinion more than 
adequately cover what may be done with 
mining lands, crown lands, etc. and in any 
case supersede what an OCP can cover. 
Because of the 100 plus years of history of 
industry in and around Sandon, and there 
being no compelling reason why another 
100 years or more of industrial activity 
could not be expected, why is there any 
need for planning parkland, industrial 
land, etc.?  For example, why plan to 
impair access with potential zoning of the 

main transportation corridor into and past 
Sandon as a recreation area/park?

Emotional terms such as “children’s 
future,” “clean water,” “clean air,” etc., are 
unhelpful in a debate where the proponents’ 
goals are to limit what succeeding 
generations can do. For example, personal 
watercraft are not a favourite of mine. BUT, 
if one of my children had one and wanted 
to use it on Slocan Lake he/she should be 
allowed to. I would as a matter of course 
expect responsible and respectful use.  I see 
existing statutes and regulations, provincial 
and federal, to be adequate in covering use 
of the lakes. The potential restrictions in the 
OCP to be encouraged long-term regarding 
watercraft types/boat motor sizes/types etc. 
are designed to restrict rights of enjoyment. 
This is what zoning does – restrict rights – 
not preserve them. 

As with access to the lake the land-
base self-limits what can be done. The 
population density could never achieve that 
of any resort, winter or summer. The area 
is too far from the principal cross-country 
routes; the nearest airport is weather-
challenged and may yet disappear, etc. 
These and other considerations make a 
broad-based OCP such as the Slocan Valley 
North into just an opinion of the time and 
those opining – and both times and people 
change. The villages themselves now rely 
partly on absentee, part-time and seasonal 
property owners for tax revenues while 
they struggle to keep services and facilities 
for the permanent residents.

I think that present real area concerns 
should focus on public (taxpayer-
funded) facilities and the ongoing 
potential of them disappearing (medical 
and educational principally), finding 
opportunities for enhancing the economy, 
and minimizing local taxation increases 
(unless accompanied by improvements in 
services). Add to this the lack of cell-phone 
service, the poor state of much of Highway 
6 between Hills and the Slocan bluffs and 
– with the economic situation worsening 
– the potential to lose the remaining large 
employers, I think the proposed OCP is 
just a distraction from addressing such 
concerns.

Stephen L. Phillips
New Denver

the former CPR lands in the Village. I 
have not seen the petition, and have only 
heard second-hand about its contents. 
However, I do want to provide some 
facts and personal comments about this 
matter. While I am quite involved with 
the SVHTS, this is a personal opinion 
only.

The SVHTS is currently managing 
the former rail line as a recreational trail 
under a stewardship agreement with 
Tourism BC. The SVHTS is an all-
volunteer local organization that relies 
on donations, grants and memberships 
to fund activities. No tax dollars go into 
maintaining the rail trail. The society 
has a ten-person board of directors and 
close to 300 paid-up members plus 
many active volunteers and donors who 
are not members. No one is on salary 
and no one claims expenses such as 
mileage, meals, etc.  We do what we 
do for free. We have just finished our 
second winter where we mechanically 
groomed and track-set the entire 50 km 
of rail trail after each snowfall – much to 
the delight of residents and visitors of all 
ages who used the rail trail for walking, 
cross-country skiing, bird-watching, etc.

All of the lakeshore in the Village of 
Slocan – right up to the municipal beach 
– is part of the rail trail lands. There is 
a legal glitch whereby actual title to 
the portion of the rail trail lands inside 
the Village remains with CPR, but at a 
meeting with representatives of Village 
council last fall, CPR made it clear that 
everything west of Main St. has been 
promised to Tourism BC and title will 
eventually transfer.

However, the SVHTS – with the 
agreement of Tourism BC – is currently 
prepared to negotiate a transfer of these 
lakefront lands to the Village of Slocan. 
We only wish to keep the trail corridor 
itself and believe that the Village is in the 
best position to manage the lakeshore 
lands. Since the boat launch was built, 
there are now parking, congestion and 
safety issues at the lakeshore. With no 
access agreement sought or in place, it 
is not even possible to get to the boat 
launch without trespassing.  

It is my hope that with a little co-
operation and planning, these issues can 
be successfully managed and residents 
can benefit from a great beach, a great 
boat launch and a great recreational 
trail. To help resolve these issues, the 
SVHTS is even prepared to move rail 
trail vehicular access and parking off of 
the lakeshore area altogether and has a 
tentative plan to provide rail trail parking 
farther south. However, we do require 
co-operation and assistance from the 
Village in order to make this happen … 

Fortunately, council seems eager to 
find solutions to congestion, parking, 
access and other issues at the lakeshore. 
Already, representatives of the SVHTS 
and Village council have met twice to get 
the ball rolling. This is a situation where 
everyone can win by communicating 
and co-operating – not by petitioning 
and trouble making.   

Rory Lindsay
Rural Slocan

regarding your January 14, 2009 
announcements to start developing plans 
for commercial forest reserves. In your 
statement made to the Truck Loggers 
Association Convention, you state that 
the public lands will not be put aside for 
other uses. As rural residents, we believe 
it is short-sighted to exclude future 
protections of public lands for other uses. 

We live in the Slocan Valley. We 
live adjacent to what the Ministry of 
Forests refers to as some the most 
productive forestry growing sites in 
our area, some of which are now under 
the stewardship of BC Timber Sales. 
Inadequate consultation and planning 
is occurring with regard to timber 
harvesting in our highly populated rural 
valley corridors and watersheds. The 
real social and economic value of our 
valley corridor relies on it remaining an 
intact ecological system with protected 
watershed reserves and self-sustaining 
tourism based on protected biodiversity 
and scenic quality. 

We are making every effort to 
educate ourselves and participate with 
stakeholders in a responsible way. 
However, the public consultation 
process regarding the development of 
the Kootenay Boundary Higher Level 
Plan Order and the Forest Stewardship 
Plan (and the amendments and maps) 
is limited by lack of accessibility and 
transparency. These are technical 
documents developed by professionals 
and are not easily understood or accessed 
by the general public. It is of great note 
that the BC Tap Water Alliance has 
identified that government planners who 
sat at the Kootenay Boundary Land Use 
Plan tables, who were legally bound to 
bring all information forward, did not 
inform the public about the existing 
Watershed Reserves, and therefore the 
Land Use Plans and subsequent related 
management planning is illegal.        

Preventing future protection of 
public land for uses such as community 
and domestic watersheds, scenic 
viewscapes, ungulate wintering ranges, 
endangered species protection, new 
regional parks and ecological reserves, 
and old-growth management areas is 
short sighted within a framework of 
climate change, crashing economic 
systems, and shifting resource priorities.

To prevent the opportunity for an 
area of public land to be protected for 
an endangered species, or a domestic 
watershed, solely to benefit corporate 
forestry companies, is fundamentally 
one-sided. Actively creating ‘hands-off’ 
reserves of public land for the exclusive 
benefit of the corporate companies 
holding logging tenures on our public 
land is in effect, privatization of public 
crown land. 

Understanding that the provincial 
government manages public lands and 
develops forestry practice policy, we 
respectfully implore our provincial 
government to drop plans for Commercial 
Forest Reserves which obstruct new 
forest conservation measures. We also 
specifically ask that BCTS License 
A80259 in Slocan Park be set aside until 
adequate planning and consultation are 
completed. 

Kirstin Olsen, Craig Sapriken, 
Carol Hill, Evelyn Kirkaldy, and 

Derek Murphy 
Slocan Park CARE Society
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by Jan McMurray
Property owners in the north 

Slocan Valley have been asked to 
weigh in on whether or not they 
support the Area H North OCP.

“After the January meeting, it was 
obvious to me that there should be a 
vote on the plan,” explained Area H 
Director Walter Popoff. “It was also 
clear from the meeting that people 
didn’t want to vote on something 
they didn’t know anything about, so 
the plan was enclosed in the mailing. 
It will cost a bit more, but it’s very 
important that people read the plan 
and make informed decisions. They 
can always call the planner and ask 
questions.”

The draft OCP and a letter was 
sent to all property owners on the 
assessment roll. An opinion ballot on 
the back of the letter asks property 
owners to mark ‘yes’ if they support 
the plan and ‘no’ if they don’t, and 
to provide their signatures where 
indicated. The deadline for responses 
to be mailed back to the RDCK office 
is April 15. A stamped and addressed 
envelope was also enclosed.

Ramona Mattix of the RDCK 
explained that this is an opinion poll – 
it is not a legal voting process and the 
results are not binding. Director Popoff 
wanted the planning department and 
himself to be at arms length from the 
polling process, so Randy Matheson 
at the RDCK is taking care of it. Once 
Matheson tabulates the results, he 
will pass them on to Director Popoff. 
It will then be up to Popoff to decide 
what happens next.

The ballot includes a place for 
each property owner to sign, but 
there is only one place to indicate 

‘yes’ or ‘no.’ When asked what 
property owners should do if they 
have differing views, Mattix replied 
that they should try to agree on one 
response.

Mattix said that if someone 
supported the OCP in general, but 
wanted changes to the document, 
they could vote ‘yes’ and provide 
written comments on the ballot or on 
a separate sheet. 

The most significant changes 
made to the draft OCP since the 
January meeting concern Sandon. 

There were also some minor changes 
to provide clarity, such as changing 
“non-motorized” to “accommodate 
a variety of users and uses” and there 
is now policy direction on invasive 
weeds in the ‘Natural Environment’ 
section.

Regarding Sandon, the language in 
support of the proposed regional park 
has been deleted and replaced with 
“Encourages cooperation amongst 
the Regional District, residents, the 
mining and forest industry and the 
Province to establish appropriate 

development guidelines that recognize 
and enhance the heritage significance 
of the townsite of Sandon.” 

Meeri Durand, RDCK planner 
working on this OCP, said that the 
change “doesn’t mean that the park 
proposal isn’t going to be followed up 
on; it just means that the OCP is not 
the appropriate place for the issue to 
be resolved.”

Director Popoff said that he was 
approached by a few Sandon property 
owners and industry representatives 
after the January meeting. They 

would like to see more prescriptive 
guidelines for Sandon because of 
its heritage values, and expressed an 
interest in re-examining the OCP that 
was done for Sandon in the 1990s. 
Durand explained, “Sandon won’t 
have its own OCP – it might go back 
in as a Development Permit Area or 
it might be an addendum to the OCP, 
like a heritage conservation plan.” She 
said they would set up a meeting with 
Sandon property owners to determine 
what is appropriate for them at a later 
date.

The vote is on for the Area H North Official Community Plan

submitted
‘Take the drum; call the people.’ 

In the summer of 1987, a powerful 
dream heralds Celia Gunn’s first 
encounter with Bob Campbell, now 
Headman of the Sinixt First Nation. 
This meeting was to change her life.

Newly published in North 
America, Celia’s memoir A Twist 
in Coyote’s Tale tells how she was 
drawn into the epic return of the 
Sinixt to the heart of their ancestral 
homeland in the Slocan Valley.

Living at the time in Vernon, 
within a couple of months, Celia 
was hired as a teacher at the Whole 
School and moved to Vallican. Her 
love for the valley is evident in 
the evocative descriptions of the 
landscape, as she relates how the 
Sinixt were called home by their 
ancestors and were soon working 
harmoniously with the Vallican 
Archaeological Park Society, local 
people who had been acting as 
stewards of the unique ancient Sinixt 
village and burial-ground at Vallican 
since 1984. Due to her extensive 
research into the ethnography and 
archaeology of the area and her 
personal contacts among the Sinixt, 
Celia was hired as coordinator in 
1989. Soon after, the Ministry of 
Highways pushed through plans for 
a bridge and new road in Vallican, 
causing immense friction.

Celia’s personal perception of 
subsequent events, which involved 
valley residents as well as the Sinixt, 
provides unique and intriguing 
detail. For some of the Sinixt, the 
memory of their roots had been kept 
alive by their elders. Others had often 
questioned why they were known as 
Lakes Indians, since there are so few 
lakes in the area of the USA where 
they now lived.

Privileged to witness the often 
tearful reaction of a disinherited 
people as they returned to their 
ancestral land, Celia also relates 

Take the drum; call the people: A tale of the Sinixt
her experiences on the Colville 
Confederated Reservation in 
Washington State, where she became 
close to some of the Sinixt elders 
and went on to work on cultural 
preservation projects with a Sinixt 
pipe-carrier.

Filled with fascinating detail 
about this important First Nation, 
A Twist in Coyote’s Tale is a heart-
warming, reflective narrative of 
the six-year personal journey of a 
young woman, intertwined with the 
renaissance of a people whose right 
to exist has been denied.

Along the way, Celia openly 
shares what she is learning both 
about herself and about traditional 
Native American wisdom, which 
in her view has much to teach 
us all, as we rush towards global 
ecocide. Reading like a novel, 
her memoir begins and ends with 
a powerful dream. According to 
Native American tradition, dreams 
are sacred because they indicate your 
path in life.

Today, Celia lives in the West 
Country of the UK, where she is 

applying what she learned from 
her extraordinary experience into 
honouring her own indigenous 
British roots. For information about 
her current activities and a free 
download of the first six chapters of 
A Twist in Coyote’s Tale, you can visit 
her website: www.earthskywalk.com

Currently being adapted into 
a film (provisional title The Bone 
Game) by Frog Mountain Films, A 
Twist in Coyote’s Tale (ISBN 978-
0-9542712-5-1) is available from 
Earthspirit Books in Winlaw and 
Gaia Rising in Nelson, or on order 
from your local bookstore.

by Katrine Campbell
Alarmed by the shrinking 

economy and population of the 
area, the Slocan District Chamber 
of Commerce has endorsed a plan 
to form an area development board.

The idea was raised at the 
chamber’s March 9 meeting by 
vice-president Katrine Campbell, 
and discussed and agreed to by the 
other directors. Although still in 
the preliminary stages, the board 
would ideally be comprised of 
representatives from the villages, 
Area H, the chamber, all other 
societies and organizations, and 
the various sectors such as forestry, 
art and culture, mining, heritage, 
education, health and so on. 

“We’re dying here,” said 

Area development board proposed for Slocan Lake
Campbell. “Our population is 
dropping, the number of students 
at Lucerne is dropping, there’s no 
housing left, and we’re in danger of 
losing the hospital.

“We need controlled growth and 
development. We need to attract 
families here, people who can bring 
their jobs with them. 

“If we don’t act now to develop 
our economy in a way acceptable 
to everyone, there won’t be anyone 
left.”

The chamber’s next meeting 
is April 6 at 7 pm, in the Arena 
Society’s office behind the liquor 
store in New Denver. All are 
welcome to attend.

by Katrine Campbell
This year, the overcrowded 

Village hall in New Denver will 
be renovated, expanded and made 
green and accessible.

CAO Carol Gordon got word 
March 20 that an application for a 
provincial ‘Towns for Tomorrow’ 
grant had been accepted and the 
village will receive $335,986. This 
is 80% of the $419,983 cost of the 
project.

The Vil lage hal l  wil l  be 
overhauled to add more office 

New Denver gets grant to 
upgrade Village hall

space and archival storage, the 
septic system will become more 
environmentally friendly, and the 
building and washroom will be 
made wheelchair-accessible. 

Heating and hot water will come 
from a geothermal system and solar 
panels, and permeable sidewalks 
and pavement will be built. An 
exhaust ventilation system will be 
added to the public works shop and 
firehall to keep fumes out of the 
offices.

Work will start this spring.

A South Slocan man, 61-year-old 
Douglas Vye, is dead following a 
two-vehicle crash March 17 on Hwy 
3A just west of the Taghum bridge.

The Nelson RCMP say that 
shortly before 4 pm a vehicle 
travelling east crossed the centre line, 
colliding head-on with a westbound 
vehicle. The driver of the eastbound 

vehicle sustained minor injuries; the 
other driver, Vye, was more seriously 
injured and was taken to Kootenay 
Lake Hospital. He died at 5:40 pm.

The investigation by the 
Coroner’s Service and RCMP traffic 
services continues. Anyone who 
witnessed the collision is asked to 
contact Nelson RCMP.  

Traffic accident kills South Slocan 
man, police seek witnesses

Sinixt Headman, Bob Campbell, with Celia Gunn.
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VILLAGE OF 
SILVERTON

MUNICIPAL CAMPGROUND ATTENDANT
The Corporation of the Village of Silverton requires a 
Campground Attendant. The seasonal contract shall be from 
May 15 to September 30, 2009. Remuneration is to be a 50/50 
split between the Contractor and the Village of Silverton.

Duties of the Attendant(s):
•	 Assist with pre-seasoning opening and post-season 

closing of Campground
•	 Ensure that campers use the designated campsites
•	 Collect camping fees at least twice daily
•	 Prepare for garbage disposal
•	 Maintain fire pits and campsite area
•	 Clean washrooms and replenish supplies
•	 Provide basic tourist information
•	 Keep accurate campground log and receipt book
•	 Other related duties that will be assigned from time 

to time

For detailed responsibilities and duties; contact the Village 
Office at 250-358-2472.

Interested person should submit a resume by 4:00 PM, 
Thursday, April 09, 2009 to:

 The Village of Silverton
 421 Lake Avenue
 PO Box 14
 Silverton, BC V0G 2B0

WANTED 
TO BUY: 

CEDAR AND 
PINE POLES
John Shantz

• 250-308-7941 (cell)

Please contact: Gorman 
Brothers Lumber Ltd.

250-547-9296

COMMUNITY

by Leah Main
• Brian Mills, representing his 

company Genex Mining, appeared as 
a delegation to present his concept of 
building a shop and office building on 
his family’s property in the northeast 
corner of town. Genex currently 
employs in excess of 30 people at its 
Trout Lake operation. The proposed 
building would house a two-bay shop 
for heavy-duty equipment repairs 
as well as an office, and would 
employ three people on a part-time 
basis. The Mills property, which 
covers a full block, is currently 
zoned Residential, and would need 
to be rezoned to accommodate this 
development. The road leading to the 
proposed building site is already used 
for industrial weight traffic and was 
recently paved to that specification. 
Re-zoning is a public process, 
and Mills will make the required 
application to start the process off. 
Council is generally supportive of this 
undertaking, providing building and 
septic code requirements are met, and 
providing the required public support 
for rezoning is forthcoming.

• Mayor Everett offered council’s 

Silverton council, March 17: Genex Mining proposes shop and office
thanks to all the people working 
on the Memorial Hall renovations, 
which are proceeding on time and 
on budget. Beginning March 23, the 
hall will be closed for approximately 
three weeks while the floor gets 
refinished. During this time, council 
will meet with the Community Club, 
Friends of Memorial Hall and other 
interested parties to work out the 
details regarding administering the 
hall.

Councillor Provan submitted her 
update on the hall renovations, and 
said, “It has been a pleasure working 
with Ken Butler,” who is acting as 
project co-ordinator on this complex 
series of renovations.

• A letter was received from 
Destination Silverton regarding 
working with the Village on 
downtown beautification. Some funds 
are available for this through the 
Village, and input will be welcomed 
from residents and downtown 
businesses.

• Councillor Bell submitted some 
materials for Council discussion 
regarding a chicken bylaw, including 
a sample bylaw from the Village 

of New Denver, and asked “Does 
Council wish to pursue this?” 
Consensus was reached that a public 
process should be engaged to find out 
public opinion on the issue.

• Councillor Bell reported that the 
elected officials seminar contained 
much relevant content and that the 
presentations were excellent.

She also reported back from 
Regional District that the three 
Waste Management committees are 
now combined into one Resource 
Recovery committee, to improve 
service and communication. Priorities 
for the 2009 Zero Waste program are: 
environmental education; hazardous 
waste round-up; Bear Aware program; 
advertising; and water conservation 
(rain barrels and water timers). 

• Alternate Director Councillor 
Johnson attended the March Resource 
Recovery meeting, and reported that 
since sales on recycled materials 
have declined, RDCK is looking at 
stockpiling these materials until the 
market picks up. This factor, plus the 
required work on the Ootischenia 
landfill, mean that waste management 
costs will double in the next year.

• Johnson also reported back 
on the West Kootenay Boundary 
Hospital District board meeting, 
where they issued a letter of support 
for continuation of 24/7 emergency 
services at Slocan Community Health 
Centre. Silverton council voted to 
write a similar letter of support and 
submit it to IHA.

• Cheryl and Bert Butchart and 
Cynthia Stotz-Capelle submitted 
letters of resignation from the OCP 
advisory committee. 

• Bylaw No. 454-2009, Boulevard 
Improvement and Regulation was 
adopted.

•  B y l a w  N o .  4 3 3 - 2 0 0 9 , 
Garbage Collection (amendment) 
received three readings. This bylaw 
amendment sets the collection 
schedule at one time per week. The 
bylaw as a whole will be reviewed by 
a committee consisting of Councillors 
Johnson, Provan and Barber, and will 
be brought forward at a later date for 
further changes.

• A proposal was received from 
the Village of New Denver with costs 
for them to do Silverton’s garbage 
collection. After discussion, council 
declined to accept this proposal.

• Council approved sending 
CAO Junko IDA to attend the MATI 
III training seminar during the third 
week of April.

• Accounts payable for February, 
in the amount of $42,692.85 were 
approved. Accounts Payable for 
October, November and December 
2008 will be brought to council’s 
next meeting, as they have not 
yet been individually approved. 
Financial statements for 2008 are 
being prepared for audit.

by Leah Main
• Ray Nikkel attended to report 

on the Slocan Lake Garden Society’s 
past year of activities. He thanked the 
Village for its support and contribution 
of machine and operator time in 
creating the berm and laying the 
irrigation system at Kohan Gardens. 
He said that the annual spring cleaning 
will begin soon, and encouraged 
people to participate. He said the 
society has no large projects scheduled 
for the coming year. He asked council 
for suggestions on how to discourage 
loose dogs entering the garden. This 
year is the 20th anniversary of the 
society; a celebration will be held 
in conjunction with the Arts in the 
Garden event later this year.

• Councillor Bunka reported on 
the emergency exercise she and Kayte 
Rock recently attended. Bunka has 

VILLAGE OF 
NEW DENVER

FOR TENDER
One 1979 Chevrolet 3 TON 2whdr single axle surplus fire truck 
cab and chassis. Sold on an “As Is Where Is” basis. The truck 
may be viewed at the Village of New Denver public works yard 
located at 115 Slocan Avenue, New Denver, BC.

Please submit sealed bids to: Mayor and Council
     PO Box 40
     New Denver, BC
     V0G 1S0

Bids must be received no later than 4:00 p.m. 
Thursday, April 9, 2009.

New Denver council, March 10: Slocan Lake 
Garden Society makes annual report

had discussions with Area H Director 
Walter Popoff regarding the Nature 
Boy Slide and the potential threat it 
poses to the Village. Popoff has been 
very helpful in contacting MLA Corky 
Evans and the federal Department 
of Fisheries & Oceans, who have 
supplied information about applying 
to work in a watercourse. This is an 
ongoing issue, as spring freshet will 
commence soon.

• Councillor Greensword offered 
a general thank you for donations 
of work and equipment time for the 
Spirit of BC week Family Day event 
recently held in downtown New 
Denver. The $200 budget surplus for 
this event, which was funded by a 
2010 grant, was donated to the fitness 
centre toward new equipment.

• Correspondence from the 
provincial Ministry of Community 

Services contained the new Strategic 
Community Investment Fund (SCIF) 
agreement, to be signed by the Village. 
The SCIF and its new reporting 
requirements will replace what used to 
be unconditional annual grants from 
the Province to municipalities.

• RDCK queried whether New 
Denver wished to have the Regional 
District undertake the Integrated 
Community Sustainability Planning 
on their behalf, at a cost to the 
Village of $10,000. This planning 
is a requirement under the federal 
Community Works Funding (gas tax 
rebate to municipalities), and must 
be done for the Village to continue 
receiving these funds. After much 
discussion, council’s consensus was 
to do this planning locally using a 
combination of in-house and locally 
secured resources.

Gordon Brookfield, who served on New Denver Council from 1990-2008, was presented with a plaque honouring his 
service at the March 10 council meeting. Mayor Gary Wright commented, “For 18 years, you did a lot of hard work for 
the Village. You kept an eye on the budgets, and contributed a lot of good advice on the water system and Greer Park, 
among other things. Your friendship is something we will always appreciate.” Brookfield responded, “I enjoyed being a 

councillor, so I spent a lot of time at it. It was 18 years of pleasure.”
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Take the Trash 
Art Challenge
submitted

Art isn’t always what you expect. 
Ever looked at some rusty old bed 
springs or that pile of what-nots and 
considered turning it into something 
artistic? 

Now is your chance and you 
could even win money doing it. 
The Slocan Valley Arts Council is 
sponsoring the Trash Art Challenge. 
If you can think of something 
creative to do with trash, enter 
this show. There are three prize 
winning categories: Adult, Youth and 
People’s Choice.

If you are looking for a little 
inspiration, a workshop is happening 
at the Passmore Hall from 1-4 pm 
with local sculptor Brett Pope on 
Sunday April 19.  

On April 24 and 25, the Winlaw 
Hall will be “trashformed” into 
Trash Art Central. Bring your (pre-
registered) art pieces to the hall by 
noon on Friday. Large or heavy 
pieces can go out in the field. The 
hall will be arranged during the day, 
and in the evening an opening event 
will take place with trashy costumes 
and treats. Special guest, scrap artist 
Sandra deVries from Vernon will be 
on hand to show some of her work 
and talk about trash art.

 On Saturday April 25, from 11 
am – 4 pm, everyone is welcome to 
come and see what we’ve created 
and listen to the vibrant sounds of 
the Valley Community Band. 

All artists must claim their items 
on Saturday by 6 pm. Please register 
by April 20 and get creative! Call 
250-226-7768 or 250-226-7064 or 
email svcarts@gmail to register or 
for more information.

submitted
When times get tough, the soul 

needs to be fed, not just the body. 
That has been the role of poetry for 
millennia. As San Francisco Poet 
Laureate Lawrence Ferlinghetti 
puts it: “Generate collective joy in 
the face of collective gloom.” New 
Orphic Publishers of Nelson is thus 
proud to announce the launch of a 
new book of poetry by Sean Arthur 
Joyce titled Star Seeds.

Joyce will be launching the 
book at the Nakusp Public Library 
on Thursday, April 9 at 7:00 pm; 
the Silverton Gallery on Saturday, 
April 11, 7:30 pm with special 
musical guest Jon Burden of the 
Holly and Jon Band; and the Nelson 
Municipal Library on Tuesday, June 
16, at 7:30 pm when author Anne 
DeGrace will introduce the event. 
The author and publisher are grateful 
for funding support from both the 
Nelson Municipal Library and the 
Writers in Libraries program. The 

New Orphic Publishers announces launch of new book by Joyce
Silverton event will accept donations 
to the Silverton Gallery fund for the 
purchase of artwork by the late Lorna 
Obermayr for permanent display in 
the gallery. 

Poet Steven Michael Berzensky, 
also known as Mick Burrs, writes in 
an advance review of Star Seeds: 
“Joyce combines his general sense 
of what really matters to humanity 
on the largest possible scale – 
the macrocosm – with a startling 
precision, while drawing attention 
to the natural world, his spirit’s 
favourite locations, but not just 
to landscapes, also to some of 
our smaller fellow creatures, such 
as moths, crows, and cats – the 
microcosm.” Berzensky has called 
Joyce a “21st century successor to 
the Romantic poets.”

“That doesn’t mean I made some 
precious attempt to sound ‘cosmic’ 
or mystical, though spiritual themes 
inevitably occur,” explains Joyce. 
“This book is about widening our 

scope of vision to include all life, 
and the best way to expand our field 
of view is often to start with the 
microcosmic—a hummingbird at 
the feeder or the painstaking pace of 
a ladybug on a leaf.”

Sean Arthur Joyce is better 
known in the Kootenays as Art Joyce 
for his popular Heritage Beat column 
that ran in the Nelson Daily News 
from 1996-2000. During this time he 
wrote two books on Nelson’s history, 
A Perfect Childhood, and Hanging 
Fire & Heavy Horses, on the city’s 
historic homes and streetcars. Joyce 
has worked as a freelance journalist 
since 1990 and for the past four years 
as a reporter for the Valley Voice, 
based in New Denver. 

Joyce’s poems and essays have 
appeared in Canadian Author, The 
Fiddlehead, Whetstone, The New 
Quarterly, the CCPA Monitor, 
New Orphic Review, and Horsefly. 
He has performed his work for 
audiences since the 1980s. New 

Orphic Publishers published his 
first major collection of poetry, The 
Charlatans of Paradise, in 2005. 
In 2007 he collaborated with well-
known Nelson poet Timothy Shay, 
homeless activist Vanessa Patry, and 
Nelson Cares to create the anthology 
Homeless in Paradise as a fundraiser 
for the Stepping Stones homeless 
shelter. 

Joyce is aware that nature has 
a dark side too that needs to be 
acknowledged just as our own 
shadow must be. But the poet sees 
our reconnection with nature as 
vital at this time of unprecedented 
environmental and social stresses. 
And although the excesses of 
civilization are faced unflinchingly 
in Star Seeds, so is the need to 
learn from our mistakes and openly 
celebrate our potential: “We’re here 
to learn, / here to burn the spirit 
pure. / To learn the nothing / and the 
everything we are.” Ultimately that 
means joy, as the poem Wandering 

Angels cues us: “The skulls in Kali’s 
belt / are there to remind you—Laugh 
/ while the laughing is good, / dance 
and never ask for how long. / Caress 
the one you love / as if every living 
soul depends on it.” 

Copies of Star Seeds will be 
available at the launches, through 
the publisher New Orphic at 706 
Mill Street, Nelson, BC V1L 4S5, 
the author’s website at www.
chameleonfire.ca or by email at 
ajoyce@uniserve.com. The book will 
also be featured in area bookstores.

Art Joyce’s new book, Star Seeds, 
will be launched at the Nelson Public 

Library, April 9.
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Smokey Creek Salvage
24 HR TOWING

New & Used Auto Parts, Back Hoe Work, 
Certified Welding & Repairs, Vehicle Removal

WE BUY CARS & TRUCKS
359-7815 ; 1-877-376-6539

3453 YEATMAN RD, SOUTH SLOCAN

BOATING SEASON IS HERE... 
The Slocan Lake Boating Association will hold its 35th 

Annual General Meeting on Wednesday, April 15, 7:00 pm 
at Lucerne School, New Denver.

Commodore’s report, updates, discussion of new ideas 
and projects. Election of executives. Everyone welcome, 

members in particular!

2009 dues required before April 30. For info 
or to pay dues, phone 250-358-2133

by Don Currie
• Chris Andrews, Manager of 

Kootenay Rockies Tourism, showed 
council a PowerPoint presentation 
about tourism, which is the second 
largest industry in BC. Andrews 
lauded the tourism potential of the 
Slocan Valley, and asked council to 
consider what the area was selling 
to potential buyers of tourism. 
Sightseeing and adventure tourism 
are on the rise, he said, and the Slocan 
Valley has much to offer in world 
class heli skiing, back country hiking 
and festivals and events. Andrews 
said that a destination centre like 
Nelson is always seeking to link up 
with communities to promote day 
trip options. He noted the region 
offers seven ski resorts, 14 cat-ski 
adventures and is part of a promotion 
by Tourism BC entitled the Powder 
Highway. Andrews claimed the 
reach of marketing via the internet 
is impressive and valued by Tourism 
BC at about $2.257 billion. Andrews 
invited council to consider regional 
cost-sharing promotions to take 
advantage of new mass-marketing 
techniques being developed by 

Slocan council, March 11: Kootenay Rockies Tourism makes presentation
Tourism BC. He said Tourism BC 
was planning its 2010 budget and 
urged council to keep informed 
and to participate by accessing the 
website at HelloBC.com. Andrews 
drew attention to free blogging 
testimonials that can be placed on 
the website to promote the local area. 

• During public question period a 
request was made by Ed Roshinsky, 
Slocan resident, on behalf of Garth 
Hunter, registered massage therapist, 
that council reconsider its fee 
schedule for rental of the Wellness 
Centre. Hunter has requested a 
reduction in rental fees until he 
builds up his practice. Council 
agreed to look into the matter.

• Council authorized the CAO 
to sign the Strategic Community 
Investment Funds (SCFI) Agreement 
with the Province. These funds 
replace the Small Community Grant. 
Last year, Slocan received a Small 
Community Grant of $287,836.94. 
The Province has restructured the 
grant under the new SCFI program, 
and will provide Slocan with 
$669,104 over two years. Slocan 
will receive $425,021 in March 

2009, $152,400 in July 2009 and 
$91,683 in July 2010. The change 
is considered necessary to confront 
economic hard times.

• Council appointed Councillor 
Patterson to the reading centre and 
library committee, the recreational 
committee and the Community Forest 
(SIFCO) committee. Councillor 
Patterson was absent from Council 
when committee appointments 
were first considered. Councillors 
thanked Patterson for accepting her 
committee appointments. 

• Council agreed to apply to 
Columbia Basin Trust for a $40,000 
grant for the Official Community 
Plan (OCP) review. The CAO 
assured council that the OCP review 
fit the grant application criteria. 

• Council has approved a request 
by the WE Graham Community 
Service Society (WEGCSS), subject 
to scheduling, of the use of Village 
equipment and one public works 
staffperson for one day to assist 
volunteers with removing fill and 
construction debris from the area 
surrounding the skatepark. 

WEGCSS also asked council for 

the use of Village property to the south 
of the skatepark for development as 
a BMX track. Council authorized 
the CAO to enter into a License 
to Occupy with WEGCSS for the 
lands for this purpose, but not before 
voicing concerns about liability and 
safety. CAO Paivirinta reported on 
discussions with someone from the 
Municipal Insurance Association, 
who assured her that liability risk 
was low and the Village was covered. 
Councillor Elliott asked that the 
License to Occupy agreement be 
brought back to council for final 
approval.

• Council received as information 
and agreed to promote the new 8-1-1 
number to Health Link BC for easy 
access to non emergency health 
information. Council members 
stressed this is not to be confused 
with the use of 9-1-1 for all serious 
emergencies. 

• Council declared its support for 
the resolution of the council of the 
Village of New Denver for retention 
of 24/7 Emergency Services at the 
Slocan Community Health Centre. 

• Public Works foreman Tim Hill 
reported a drop in water consumption 
from previous years from 48 million 
imperial gallons to 40 million. 
His report included updates on 
equipment maintenance.

• A report was received from 

Councillor McGreal on the work 
of the Reading Room committee. 
Problems of access to the reading 
room and availability of committee 
volunteers were resolved. Works 
foreman Hill clarified that the 
emergency operations team needed 
the room as an operations centre in 
the event of an emergency.

• Councillor Elliott reported on 
the RDCK budget. Grant Roeland, 
Chief Financial Officer for RDCK, 
pointed out in his detailed budget 
presentation that RDCK budget 
requirements could be met with 
minimal increases in taxes this year. 
However, revenue problems are on 
the horizon in recycling, building 
inspection and public transportation. 
The market for recyclables has fallen 
and RDCK building inspection 
revenues are falling as a result of the 
construction slowdown. 

• All meetings of Slocan Village 
council commencing April 15 will 
take place at 7 pm in the multi-purpose 
room at the Wellness Centre on Harold 
Street while extensive renovations 
take place at the Village office. 

by Don Currie
At the March 11 Slocan council 

meeting, council received a petition, 
signed by 56 residents, stating: “If 
you are in favour of the Rail to 
Trail lands within the Village being 
administered by the Village of 
Slocan and not by the Stewardship 
Society please sign.”

In a lengthy preamble the petition 
alleges that “Trail Stewardship” 
(actually the Slocan Valley Heritage 
Trail Society) has disagreed with 
Village councils and residents over 
who has jurisdiction over the trail 
within the boundaries of the Village 
of Slocan, and claims to “have full 
authority to determine development 
within the lands encompassed by 
the trail.” The petition alleges the 
SVHTS is holding the Village at 
ransom “in that if we do not accept 
their authority over the trail, we 
would not have legal access to 
the Community Gazebo, the Boat 

Petition regarding trail lands received by Slocan council
Launch, or to the Fire Fighter 
Camp.” The petition winds up 
alleging the stewardship group “has 
not acted in good faith regarding the 
interests of the Village, have tried 
to coerce residents to agree with 
their vision, have not addressed 
maintenance and safety issues and 
have proven themselves not to be 
‘good neighbours.’”

In its decision to receive the 
petition as information, council noted 
that it is currently in negotiations 
with SVHTS, which represents 
the interests of Tourism BC, the 
owner of the former CPR land. 
Council recognized that it was 
beneficial to receive written public 
opinion regarding the status of the 
former CPR-owned land within 
Village boundaries that was gifted 
to Tourism BC. Council pointed 
out that the OCP states: “should 
a decision be made in the future 
to abandon the Canadian Pacific 

Railway line passing through the 
Village of Slocan, consideration 
shall be given to the purchase of 
Canadian Pacific Railway property 
in order for the Village to consider 
waterfront development.” Council 
noted that a decision contrary to this 
policy statement would require an 
OCP amendment. 

As reported in the Valley 
Voice, SVHTS tabled a map in its 
presentation to Council on February 
11, showing unresolved Village, 
Tourism BC, Springer Creek Mill 
and CPR land ownership issues 
that are outstanding and that require 
joint efforts by all concerned to 
resolve. Council adopted a three-part 
motion at that meeting to receive the 
information, direct the CAO to inform 
council on the status of previous 
negotiations between parties, and 
schedule meetings involving all 
parties to resolve outstanding issues. 
The matter is ongoing.

by Don Currie
An OCP workshop held March 

16 in Slocan marked a step by the 
Village towards adopting a new 
Official Community Plan (OCP). 
Slocan’s existing OCP was adopted 
in 1987. 

Ramona Mattix, Manager of 
Development Services for the 
Regional District of Central Kootenay 
(RDCK), made a presentation at the 
workshop. She pointed out that a new 
OCP was mandated by the provincial 
government’s Community Charter 
for all municipalities, not rural 
areas. After adoption, OCPs are to 
be reviewed every five years. 

The March 16 OCP workshop, 
attended by the mayor and council 
and the public, was advised 
that an OCP is designed to gain 
community agreement on broad 
statements outlining the vision of the 
community for future development. 
Mattix stated that the OCP is one of 
the first documents that provincial 
government agencies will consult 
when conducting their business with 

Slocan initiates OCP review with workshop
local governments. 

Mattix advised against too 
prescriptive a document. She said 
the OCP is a general statement of 
the existing and proposed land use 
and service needs in the area covered 
by the plan, and that the plan must 
address 17 requirements.

The RDCK manager said the 
process was council driven and 
advised on moving forward by 
first addressing sequentially the 17 
requirements. Issues identified as 
contentious should be noted but not 
permitted to hold up the process. She 
said there was a big role for the CAO 
to play to assist council in getting 
good information, for example the 
number of building permits, vacant 
properties, information from the 
RCMP on “accident clusters,” the 
amount of Village owned land, 
provincial arterial roads. She advised 
to carefully review the old OCP to 
consider what was still valid and 
what needed to be changed.

After a round of question and 
answers and discussion that ranged 

over issues related to rail trails, 
the large amount of Village owned 
property, annexation, changes in 
provincial government legislation 
regarding back lanes, and other 
topics, the meeting decided there 
was much to discuss and a committee 
was necessary to get to work. Mayor 
and council pledged to strike an OCP 
citizens committee to review the old 
OCP with council and to plan for the 
first public meeting.  

Mayor Perriere pointed out that 
council had not allocated money 
in the budget for 2009 for an OCP 
review. However, she said council 
is committed and is seeking a grant 
from Columbia Basin Trust to 
proceed. Mattix advised to consider 
carefully what can be done to reduce 
OCP development costs. She pointed 
out that assistance is available 
from RDCK and the Ministry. She 
volunteered to return to assist the 
Village as it moved towards its first 
public event. 

The old OCP can be viewed on 
the Village website. 
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by Art Joyce
In the face of almost constant bad 

news in the media about the precarious 
state of our environment, people need 
hope, contends author Chris Turner in 
his new book, The Geography of Hope: 
A Tour of the World We Need. The book 
is available at the Nakusp Public Library, 
where Turner visited to read from the 
book on February 13.

Turner set out on a tour of sustainable 
energy and housing initiatives around 
the world to map out this geography. 

Turner’s Geography of Hope a welcome tour of world sustainability
In the spirit of Kennedy’s rallying 
cry to Americans to put a man on the 
moon by 1969, Turner says building a 
society based on “clean air and water, 
limitless pollution-free energy, good 
nutritious food, livable communities 
worth investing in… beats any bottom 
line I’ve ever heard of.” As he explains, 
“to be part of the generation that beat 
climate change” is worth fighting for. 
Indeed, “rendering the planet unfit for 
human life” is hardly a viable option.  

But Turner is careful to avoid 

pummeling the reader with doom and 
gloom. He believes this approach by the 
environmental movement has alienated 
many potential supporters. His book 
starts off by a visit to the tiny Danish 
island community of Samsø, which has 
built a ‘wind farm’ that makes it nearly 
100 percent self-sufficient. Although 
the Danish government provided huge 
financial incentives for erecting wind 
turbines, local farmers and community 
members did all the heavy lifting to make 
it a reality. Denmark now gets one-fifth 

of its energy from wind power and has a 
fast-growing industry that produces half 
of the world’s wind turbines. 

Turner uses Samsø as a metaphor for 
building what he calls “archipelagoes of 
sustainability” across the planet. These 
islands of hope still amount to a fraction 
of the energy the world consumes daily, 
he admits, but in their proliferation 
lies our future. And while the Age of 
Oil relied upon a single energy source, 
the future will require a multiplicity of 
energy sources to sustain the renewable 
grid.

The author cites Portland, Oregon 
as another example of a sustainable 
community. In the ’70s, when a freeway 
was planned that would have bulldozed 
much of the city’s core, citizen opposition 
forced local government to back down. 
Instead, the money was put into a light 
rapid transit (LRT) system that has 
become the envy of cities everywhere. 
Turner, a Calgarian, points out the irony 
that his hometown, which also has a 
progressive LRT system powered by 
city-owned wind farms, has failed to 
make the most of it due to the dominant 
car culture and poorly planned urban 
sprawl.

On the policy front, the author must 
turn once again to Europe. Cap and trade 
emissions schemes are in fact “cheaper, 
in the short term, than abandoning 
lucrative but emissions-heavy business 
activities.” Europe’s emissions trading 
system has proven its limitations and 
Denmark again has led the way by 
introducing a tax on emissions. Making 
pollution a cost of doing business rather 
than an ‘externality’ gives businesses 
motivation to clean up. 

Germany’s introduction of a 
feed-in tariff has “vaulted it to the 
global forefront in renewable energy,” 
Turner writes. Similar to Canadian 
wheat marketing boards, it sets and 
guarantees decent returns on renewable 
energy through government subsidies. 

Germany’s solar energy capacity under 
the tariff rose from 58 megawatts in 1999 
to 408 megawatts in 2003. The subsidy 
is phased out once national targets for 
renewable energy production are met.

However, as Turner explains, broad 
popular movements, when co-opted by 
the Machiavellian realities of politics, 
usually end up derailed. He cites the 
New Apollo Energy Project in the 
US, which set ambitious targets for 
sustainability as a national project on 
the scale of Kennedy’s space race. The 
project gained an adherent in presidential 
candidate John Kerry but was then 
watered down to almost nothing by his 
campaign handlers. 

Turner makes a compelling critique 
of the environmental movement, which 
he sees as failing to unite nations around 
the issue of climate change or even 
present a united front among themselves. 
He ascribes this to a self-righteousness 
that has led to divisive infighting. “If 
the fate of humanity is hanging in 
the balance…is it prudent to demand 
complete ideological purity?” he asks. 

Turner at times seems like he’s 
divided between the right and left political 
brain, critical of the environmental 
movement yet rallying readers to the 
cause. His expectations of an ideal 
energy technology free of any negative 
downstream effects is probably naïve, 
since all human technology is imperfect 
and always comes with a price. Like so 
many of us, he seems to want all the 
techno-toys and luxuries of civilization 
without sacrifice. 

But he is dead-on when he points 
out that if Martin Luther King had 
stood before a million people and said, 
“I have a nightmare,” it’s unlikely his 
movement would have prospered. He 
sees a strong role for artists to use the 
powers of myth-making to capture the 
collective imagination in saving the 
planet. Turner’s tour of hope is thus well 
worth the read.

submitted
K a s l o ’ s  C o m m u n i t y 

Consultative Group (CCG), in 
partnership with the Village and 
the Trailblazers Society, will bring 
25 mature maple trees to Kaslo this 
spring. 

The trees will be planted along 
the Kaslo Waterfront Trail and in 
Kaslo Bay Park. 

Maple trees for Kaslo      
The CCG obtained grant 

funding of $3,500 from the Home 
Hardware Tree Plant and Fortis 
BC Community programs, and the 
Village had $4,000 set aside from 
previous tree grant awards, for a total 
project value of $7,500.  

The CCG wishes thank the 
Village of Kaslo and the Kaslo 
Trailblazers Society for their support.

Now is 
the time to 
Renovate 

and take 
advantage of the 

NEW 
Home Renovation 

Tax Credit!

Silverton Building Supplies 
has it all. 

From Ground to Roof, We have 
Cement, Lumber, Plywood, Insulation, 

Drywall, Windows, Doors, Paint, 
Floor Coverings, Trim, Cabinets, 
Countertops and more. And SBS 
will also now OFFER A SPECIAL 

PROJECT DISCOUNT (on eligible 
purchases over $1000.00) 

SO DROP ON IN AND LET US 
HELP YOU MAKE IT HAPPEN.

Expenditures between January 27, 
2009 and February 1, 2010 could 
result in tax savings up to $1350

Visit www.cra.gc.ca for more 
details

Projects such as:
• Interior or exterior house painting
• New laminate floors
• New water heater
• Renovating a kitchen or bathroom
will qualify for this tax credit, and...

Alvie Bouillet was honoured for 25 years of service with the New Denver and 
area Fire Department at a surprise dinner held March 21 at the Bosun Hall. 

Here, he and Area H Director Walter Popoff share a laugh together.



March 25, 2009     The Valley Voice  11COMMUNITY

Global Gift 
Discoveries 

Inspiring Arts 
& Crafts

318  Broadway  S t .   Nakusp ,  BC   265 -3288

Back from Guatemala with new stock!
Open Monday to Saturday 

10 am - 5 pm

Wedding Dresses & Prom Dresses, Mother of the Bride & Bridesmaid 
Dresses, Cocktail Dresses, Custom Design & Accessories

1B-1801 Columbia Ave (above CIBC), 
Castlegar 250-304-1901,
info@kissthekootenaybride.ca 
www.kissthekootenaybride.ca

Grads! Full 
stock of dresses 

are in! Shop 
early and avoid 
disappointment

The Nakusp Bantam Rep Falcons headed to Revelstoke this past week to compete in 
BC’s Provincial Tier 4 Hockey Championships. The Falcons were seeded third in the 
province going into the tournament and that is exactly where they ended up. During 

the five-day tournament, the Falcons were victorious over Whitehorse 5-3, Chase 4-0, 
Windermere 8-0, and Fort Nelson 8-1.  The Nakusp team only lost two games, Fort 
St. James 5-2 and the home team Revelstoke 5-2.  Revelstoke and Fort St. James 

went on to the championship game and Revestoke was victorious with a score of 3-1.l

by Jan McMurray
The Kaslo/Nelson Bantam Tier 

3 hockey team players came home 
from the provincial championships 
held in Creston March 15-20 
wearing gold medals and waving 
the banner. 

The  t eam was  unbea ten 

Kaslo/Nelson Bantam Rep team places first in BC
throughout the entire tournament, 
with six wins and one tie. The tie 
game was played against 100 Mile 
House (6-6) just two days before 
the two teams found themselves 
facing each other in the final. Kaslo/
Nelson scored first in the final game 
and never looked back for a decisive 

5-1 win. 
The team also played against 

Creston Valley (8-1), Juan de Fuca 
(6-0), Semiahmoo (5-4), Whitehorse 
(8-5), and New Westminster (7-4).

The two Kaslo boys on the 
team are goalie Shawn Sicotte and 
defenseman Jordan Davie.

This is the Kaslo/Nelson Bantam Rep team. Kaslo Defenseman Jordan Davie is on the far left (with the medal in front 
of his face). Goalie Shawn Sicotte is at the bottom right of this photograph.

submitted
The Summit Lake Racers, 

coaches, and parents dragged 
themselves to the Salmo ski hill on 
Sunday, March 8, the first morning 
after Daylight Savings, for the Rio 
Tinto Alcan Nancy Greene Ski 
League zone finals. The day was 
cold and sunny, with a trace of 
new snow on firmly groomed runs. 
Coach Frances Swan voiced the 
thoughts of the majority that “it’s 
always sunny in Salmo. It has that 
great small hill atmosphere.”

The hosts, Salmo Ski Club, 
were well organized, creating a fun 
and challenging day for the Summit 
Lake Racers, Red Mountain Racers, 
and the Whitewater team. Once on 
the hill, everyone perked up.

The first run was a tight slalom 
course. Our racers displayed good 
sportsmanship, climbing up and 
around missed gates, but their times 
were affected. The young skiers 
have not had many opportunities 
running stubbies, and the experience 
was new to most. The SLRs 
practiced on this type of course 
during spring break, and became 
much more fluid, running close to 
the gates. The second course was 
a more familiar modified GS. The 
racers’ comments were positive. 

Summit Lake Racers wind up season at zone finals
“That was a lot nicer,” remarked 
Angus Jackson, followed by Taylor 
Aeichele’s “that’s so much fun!” 
and Claire Jackson’s “I want to do 
it again!” 

When asked, new coach, Dan 
Nolan, enthusiastically answered, 
“Would I do it again? Oh, yeah, 
you bet  I  would,”  echoing 
Roger Waterfield’s comment. 
Nicole Nicholson noticed lots 
of improvement this season, 
commenting, “I’m really proud of 
them all.”

Barb Lewis was really impressed 
with how the older racers helped the 
younger ones. “We’ll miss our E3 
racers, Erin and Claire,” who will 
be off to NSS next year.

This has been a terrifically 
successful season; the snow has held 
out, the coverage was good, and 
spirits were high. The dedication 
displayed by coaches, parents, and 
racers reflects the values of our team 
and our community. As voiced by 
Mikala Lewis-Morrison, “we’re all 
winners when we have fun.” 

The Lucerne junior girls basketball team had an excellent season this year, with four 
wins and 2 losses. Coaches were Scott and Gary Parkstrom. The junior girls are, 

clockwise from bottom right: Cypress Hunder-Rookes, Sarah Harley, Tera Nicholson, 
Sarah-Mae Perry, Briana Ward, Danika Hammond, Marlowe Nicholson-Chodat, Ashley 

Bernhof, Michelle Magnuson, Mercedes Casely, Julia Whitehead, Sayde Butler.

The Lucerne senior boys basketball team finished first overall in the league this year, 
and placed second to Mt. Sentinel in the zones. Coaches were Alan Dechezet, Kevin 
Murphy and Gary Parkstrom. The senior boys are, from left to right: Garrett Bowman, 

Max Bonazzo, Yuki Miwa, Kris Reitmeier, Wade Nelson, Kodi Bowman, Calvin 
Reitmeier, Darnell Stephens. (Missing: Dustin Mellus, Evan Gustafson, Ryan Pownall)

The Nakusp Secondary ski and snowboard teams did very well at the BC 
Secondary School Alpine Championships, March 4-6. The school banner was 

awarded to the NSS girls and boys snowboard team for the top combined 
points out of all schools. The boys snowboard team finished second overall, 

Alex Thorp received a silver medal, and Chelsy Groffen got a gold.
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BUYERS OF CEDAR 
& PINE POLES

Mike Casey  cell   344-8477
Offering planning, management 
and sales for Woodlot Licences 

and Private Land Owners.

P.O. Box 4, 
Brisco, B.C. V0A 1B0

Phone (250) 346-3315
Fax (250) 346-3218

TOLL FREE 1-866-346-3315

WOOD PRESERVERS LTD.

COMMUNITY

by Jan McMurray
Discussion at the Kaslo and 

District Community Forest’s 
Residents’ Advisory Committee 
(RAC) meeting on March 18 
centred around mapping of water 
courses in the KDCFS area, and 
the community forest’s annual 
allowable cut (AAC) of 25,000 
cubic metres. 

One of only five residents who 
attended, Jane Lynch of Shutty 
Bench, noted that a motion made at 
the last RAC meeting held February 
7, 2008, had been “ignored.” The 
motion called for the society to 
do detailed mapping of streams, 
springs, water diversions and intakes 
in the licence area.

The two board members present, 
Steve Fawcett and Don Scarlett, 
recalled that the board had supported 
the motion. However, Fawcett 
remembered that because the board 
had decided that mapping of all 
water courses would be impossible, 
given the complex hydrology of the 
area, the board had concluded it 
would be best to do mapping of areas 
just before logging them. 

Lynch objected to this method 
of mapping, as it is done with the 
foregone conclusion that the planned 
activities won’t affect the water. 

She also commented that the 
water monitoring done by students 
of the Selkirk College Renewable 
Resources program “doesn’t give 
us scientific data collection that has 
any real meaning.” She said she feels 
meaningful water monitoring is too 
expensive for the society, so instead, 
water courses should be mapped.

A lengthy discussion about 
mapping revealed that maps available 
from the Province are sometimes 
inaccurate. Scarlett pointed out 
that Dave Collier, who has a long 
association with the society, has done 
many maps for KDCFS, several of 
which are displayed on the walls at 
the office.

“Yes, but there are no maps here 
that tell me exactly where the water 
is above Lorna Louise [in Shutty 
Bench] – that’s the issue,” Lynch 
said. She said she was worried about 
logging in Shutty Bench because 
people getting their water from 
Milford Creek had to find another 
water source, as Milford is dry in the 
summer now. “So things happen, and 
you can’t prove that it was logging 

that caused it. You don’t have to 
be a scientist to know that’s a very 
tricky area, where Lorna Louise 
lives. You are dealing with sensitive 
water terrain.”

Lynch  a l so  no ted  tha t  a 
resolution was going forward to the 
KDCFS AGM on April 8, seeking 
approval of the establishment of 
a team to create a long-range plan 
which would guide the society’s 
operations. She said the basis of 
the planning done by KDCFS was 
an annual allowable cut of 25,000 
cubic metres “and I would like to 
know where you are going to get 
that timber.” She said she had spoken 
to Irene Strucel from Timberland 
Consultants, which managed the 
community forest in the past, and 
Strucel had said there was very little 
timber left on Shutty Bench, and 

Water and AAC hot topics at Residents Advisory Committee of KDCFS 
that reconnaissance on Kemp Creek 
resulted in a recommendation of no 
logging. Lynch added, “Keen Creek 
and South Fork are logged out a lot, 
so give us an idea of what trees you 
are going to take.”

All residents at the meeting 
wanted to know how the AAC of 
25,000 cubic metres was arrived at. 
Frary commented that any AAC that 
is not flexible is unacceptable. He 
pointed out that many things could 
affect the harvest, such as climate 
change and wildfires. Fawcett 
commented that when the licence 
was offered to the society, there was 
no choice on the AAC and he did 
not know what the rationale behind 
it was. 

It was pointed out that in a 
discussion among community forest 
representatives from the region 

televised by Kaslo Cable last fall, 
the Slocan Valley Community Forest 
representative said he thought the 
government should develop different 
standards for community forests, and 
the Harrop/Procter representative 
stated that their AAC was only 
2,600 cubic meters in a much larger 
operating area than Kaslo’s.

Ross Macdonald offered to speak 
with reps from the Slocan Valley and 
Harrop/Procter community forests, 
and Irene Strucel about their ideas 
concerning the AAC and report 
back to the board. A motion was 
unanimously passed to ask the board 
to accept Macdonald’s offer.

A n o t h e r  m o t i o n ,  p a s s e d 
unanimously, was to ask the board to 
ask the Ministry about the rationale 
and assumptions behind the AAC 
of 25,000 cubic metres for Kaslo’s 

community forest. 
Lorna Louise put forth three 

motions, all of which passed 
unanimously. The first was that the 
KDCFS board consider watershed 
protection and preservation as a 
highest priority consideration when 
planning its operations. The second 
was that the KDCFS board adopt 
the Forest Stewardship Council 
standards for all of their logging, 
beginning with the 2009 season, with 
the idea of pursuing certification. 
The third was that the KDCFS 
build and maintain a GIS database 
associated with its operations. This 
would include data such as water 
location, flows and uses, including 
the location of water licenses, species 
distribution, wildlife populations, 
geological data, and the location 
and condition of roads, for example.

submitted
Pics Canada of Kaslo won 

the ‘Going Global’ award at the 
Small Business BC event held in 
Vancouver on March 12. 

Co-owner Randy Bencke says 
“We were completely surprised and 
excited about this honour, and just 
found out a couple of days before 
receiving it. Pat (Gemmill) and I 
have been working diligently over 
the last year and half and it’s nice to 
be recognized for all of our efforts. 

“This is an excellent message to 
send out to new entrepreneurs: that 
you can live in the Kootenays and 
still work everywhere.”

Bencke and Gemmill started 
their business in Kaslo last year. 
Their picture mug products are 
designed so photos, artwork or even 
fabric can be placed in a display area, 
and changed as often as one wants, 
thus totally customizing the mug to 
the owners’ preference. The mugs are 
made of high quality stainless steel 
and the design keeps the displayed 
artwork or photos dry. Stainless steel 
picture water bottles will soon be 
available as well. 

The ‘Going Global’ award is 
presented to the contestant who 
demonstrates the most viable 
import/export business plan. Judges 
considered how contestants plan to 
enter the global markets, taking into 
account their marketing strategies, 
distribution and selling strategies and 
knowledge of the countries’ entry 
regulations. 

Pics Canada was chosen from 
over 100 entries. Judges said their 
business plan showed “realistic 
expectations of their business 

Kaslo business voted best in British Columbia
growth, clear understanding of the 
costs of importing, well-defined 
target market and a clear strategy 
for achieving sales…and…clear and 

compelling marketing materials”. 
Pics Canada also won the 

Community Futures award for 
Overcoming Barriers to Business in 

October 2008. The company donates 
a portion of its sales to Global Water, 
an NGO that works on water supply 
projects around the world.

Kaslo entrepreneur Pat Gemmill of Pics Canada accepts the Going Global award cheque from Candice Macalino of 
Small Business BC at the awards ceremony held in Vancouver on March 12. 

submitted
Tourism stakeholders from 

Nakusp and Arrow Lakes are 
invited to attend a Draft Tourism 
Plan Presentation and Networking 
Event on April 1 from 6:00-9:00pm 
at the Nakusp and Arrow Lakes 
Community Complex.  The newly 
developed  5-year tourism strategy 
is the result of Nakusp and Arrow 
Lakes participation in Tourism British 
Columbia’s Community Tourism 
Foundations® program.  This is 
an opportunity for all stakeholders 
to learn of the plan and provide 
feedback before it is finalized.  Other 
community members are welcome 
to attend as well.  Please rsvp your 
attendance to Beth McLeod at cpc@
nakusp.com. 

 Nakusp and Arrow Lakes 
participation in the Community 
Tourism Foundations program and the 

Nakusp and Arrow Lakes presents draft tourism plan
development of the 5-year Tourism 
Plan was initiated in July 2008 by the 
Nakusp and Area Development Board 
in partnership with Tourism BC, and 
involved the participation of a broad 
tourism stakeholder group. 

 Throughout the creation of 
this plan, the working committee 
and representatives from Tourism 
British Columbia have dedicated 
significant time and resources to 
support tourism development in 
Nakusp and Arrow Lakes including 
participation in several planning 
sessions and the review of numerous 
supporting documents and statistical 
information.  

 The Community Tourism 
Foundations program was initiated by 
Tourism BC to assist BC communities 
in reaching their tourism development 
goals.  A professional facilitator 
provided by Tourism BC works 
closely with a community’s tourism 
stakeholders to develop an in-depth 
tourism plan that is responsive to 
the realities of the tourism sector 
affecting their area.  Collaboration 
with the tourism stakeholders ensures 

that the plan meets the needs of the 
community.  

The Communi ty  Tour ism 
Foundations program offers a range 
of tools, proven resources, and the 
services of professional facilitators 
to assist communities in developing 
a comprehensive multi-year tourism 
plan. The program accommodates 
the needs of communities at different 
stages of tourism development 
through a step-by-step approach that 
encompasses destination development 
and market development. Since its 
launch in 2005, the Community 
Tourism Foundations program has 
provided tourism planning assistance 
to over 60 communities across BC.    

 Tourism British Columbia is 
a Crown corporation that operates 
under an industry-led board of 
directors and is responsible for 
marketing the Super, Natural British 
Columbia® brand to the world. To 
access comprehensive information 
about the business of tourism in 
British Columbia and Tourism British 
Columbia’s programs, visit www.
tourismbc.com. 

Support the Valley Voice with 
a voluntary subscription

Only $10-$30 
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Texas Hold’em
Mar. 28th - Doors at 6 pm/play at 7 pm

Buy in is $100 for $3000 chips
Purchase your ticket @ Legion Lounge

OR call Pat @ 250-265-9985
1st prize - $1000   2nd prize - $500

3rd prize - $200
4th, 5th, 6th prizes

- $100 each
Members and 

guests welcome

by Jan McMurray
Affordab le  hous ing  was 

discussed at a meeing on March 12 
at Nakusp’s Selkirk College. Laurie 
Page, member of the Nakusp and 
Area Development Board’s housing 
committee, organized and chaired 
the meeting. Page said the committee 
“morphed out of the OCP process” 
and was looking at “how to change 
things to get the right kind of housing 
here.” The committee organized the 
affordable housing symposium that 
was held in Nakusp last fall, and 
may conduct a housing survey as its 
next project.

George Penfold, Regional 
Innovation Chair in Rural Economic 
Development at Selkirk College, 
was invited to give a presentation. 
He gave an overview of housing in 
the region based on an analysis of 
2001 and 2006 census information, 
and assessment rolls. He allowed 
that a census-based assessment is 
“fairly crude,” but indicated that it is 
nevertheless a place to start.

 “There are two or three dynamics 
going on in this region that are 
putting pressure on the housing 
market,” Penfold said. An aging 
population, which is not unique to 
this area, is becoming more and more 
prevalent as the ‘boomer’ generation 
retires. The aging population creates 
a housing demand for retired people, 
semi-retired people and amenity 
migrants (seasonal residents). The 
Arrow/Slocan Lakes area has a high 
percentage of amenity migrants, 
at 38.4% of homeowners, in 
comparison to other areas of the 
province and even to other areas of 
the RDCK. Also, it is projected that 
the West Kootenay labour force will 
need 7,100 new and replacement 
workers by 2011. “These competing 
demands for housing will generate 
price hikes if there isn’t an adequate 
housing supply,” said Penfold. 

Affordability is already a 
problem in the region. “A lot of 
people who perceived that housing 
was accessible to them now think 
not because of the gap between 
housing prices and wages,” said 
Penfold. The assessed value of the 
average RDCK dwelling escalated 
62% between 2001 and 2006, but 
incomes went up only about 14% 
and the minimum wage remained 
the same. Rental rates went up only 
8.35% because of legislation that 
limits rental increases. The rental 
housing stock in the Arrow Lakes 
declined from 26% in 2001 to 19% 
in 2006. 

In the 2006 census, 21.5% of 
Nakusp homeowners and 10.8% of 
Area K homeowners were spending 
30% or more of their income on 

Affordable housing discussed at public meeting in Nakusp 
housing. The percentage was much 
higher among renters – 42.3% of 
renters in Nakusp and 28.6% in 
Area K were spending 30% or 
more of their income on housing. 
(Housing is defined as affordable 
when it costs less than 30% of 
the household income.) Penfold’s 
statistics showed that single parents 
and single persons have the biggest 
affordability problem. 

Penfold also pointed out that 
most houses in the area are single 
family dwellings. “So there’s more 
house and more cost associated with 
the house,” he said. “The inventory 
does not suit the reality of the 
demographic very well.”

Mayor  of  Nakusp Karen 
Hamling told Penfold that there are 
70 homes in Nakusp owned by non-
residents. Penfold answered, “Often 
they don’t engage well in community 
processes. To try to engage them 
is something you might want to 
consider.”

A general discussion ensued. 
Realtors, builders, and people from 
the social services sector were 
present and offered some up-to-date 
and valuable information.

There was general consensus that 
the average rental price in Nakusp 
and Area K is $750 plus utilities per 
month for a decent quality house. 
Substandard housing goes for $500 
or $600 plus utilities per month, and 
renters can expect a huge hydro bill.

It was also pointed out that rental 
investments are no longer viable. 
Whereas fixing up a home and 
renting it used to yield a reasonable 
return on investment, this is no 
longer the case due to escalating 
costs of housing, building materials, 
labour and insurance.

Supply problems were also 
discussed. There are 65 people on 
the waiting list for the Arrowtarian 
housing project, which will create 
14 new units for people 55 or older. 
There are 29 existing Arrowtarian 
units. The Arrow and Slocan Lakes 
Community Services affordable 
housing project is expected to create 
10 units. The rental vacancy in 
Nakusp is close to zero, and there is 
a severe seasonal housing shortage. 
One realtor said six or seven people 
come into her office every week 
looking for rentals. Some rentals 
are available only in the winter 
because the homeowners return 
in the summer, and a local hotel 
rents rooms at a less expensive rate 
in winter but at market value in 
summer.

Realtors said that they now 
have many listings and are seeing a 
decline in sales. One realtor said that 
over the last year and a half, 83-87% 

of her clients were buying a house to 
live in later. She said that in 2007, 
the majority of buyers were from 
Alberta, but in 2008, the majority 
were local people. Another realtor 
said that with the drop in the stock 
market, people are thinking they 
might have to sell or rent. In 2007, 
the average house price on MLS 
was $282,000. Laurie Page said she 
was not counting on housing prices 
to correct.

Page said she knew one employer 
that lost a potential worker because 
of the lack of affordable housing 
in Nakusp. Others agreed that this 
was an issue here. “People decide 
not to move here because it’s too 
expensive,” said one person.

The logging downturn was 
acknowledged as a huge issue in the 
area, as well. With people leaving 
the community to find work and very 
few employment opportunities to 
offer young people, another school 
closure seems very possible. A 
school closure would make it very 
difficult to draw young people into 
the community.

Penfold pointed out that there 
is nowhere to draw young people 
from, as an aging population is a 
widespread phenomenon. Attracting 
offshore immigrants would be the 
only way to boost the population, 
he said, but immigrants tend to settle 
in cities.

One woman agreed that the 
community had to find a draw for 
people, but also had to maintain 
the existing population. Mayor 
Hamling agreed, pointing out that 
an aging population needs young 
people as caregivers. She said that 
small communities don’t attract 
immigrants, because they need to be 
in a community with many people 
from their own culture.

A builder said it was a good time 
to build because of the availability 
of tradespeople. He said the cost 
of building materials was down a 
bit, but not significantly. He also 
said that flexibility in the building 
code would help bring down costs. 
Penfold added that  building costs 
will be going up because of new 
green building regulations as well, 
and suggested the community think 
about modular homes. 

One woman pointed out that 
‘legislated poverty’ did not help 
with affordability either. “People on 
a GAIN allowance cannot afford to 
live; single people are not eligible 
for the rental subsidy; programs 
for people on disabilities are very 
fragmented.”

Karen pointed out that during 
the OCP process, affordable housing 
was recognized as an issue, so 

COMMUNITY

secondary suites are now allowed 
anywhere in the village. She said 
council tried to let people know, and 
she was surprised with the lack of 
response from the community. By 
a show of hands, it was discovered 
that about two-thirds of the people at 
the meeting were not aware of this.

Page offered that CMHC has 
funding for homeowners wanting 
to create a secondary suite in their 

house.
Paul Peterson pointed out that it 

is difficult to put in secondary suites 
in many existing homes, because 
they don’t meet the code.

Page suggested that carriage 
houses (separate dwelling on the 
same property as a house) may be 
more suitable. Karen said a certain 
size lot was necessary for carriage 
houses.

submitted
Options for Sexual Health 

(OPT, formerly known as Planned 
Parenthood) wants to reach more 
women in the Arrow/Slocan Lakes 
community who would not normally 
access cervical screening services 
(Pap tests). 

Through a grant from the BC 
Cancer Agency, OPT in Nakusp and 
area will offer four Saturdays (March 
29, June 13, September 19 and 
November 21) when two registered 
nurses will offer Pap screening, STI 

Free health screening clinics for women offered
testing, and breast exams, between 9 
am and 4 pm. The goal is to screen 
48 women for 2009. Referrals will 
be made if needed, and copies sent to 
the client’s physician of choice. OPT 
will offer child-minding services and 
financial reimbursement for travel. 

Eligible women include those 
with no BC medical service plan, no 
Pap screening in the last two years 
and no family physician, and sexually 
active young women (18-29 years) 
with no Pap testing. The confidential 
phone number (answering service) 

for appointments is 250-265-3122.        
OPT has provided services in 

Nakusp and area for 12 years. The 
registered not-for-profit organization 
delivers sexual health services 
through physicians, registered 
nurses and professionally trained 
volunteers. Clinic hours are the 
second and fourth Monday of 
each month from 7 to 9 pm at 611 
Broadway St. Nakusp.

OPT’s goal is to be available to 
anyone who is seeking birth control 
options. 



   The Valley Voice    March 25, 200914 NAKUSP & THE ARROW LAKES

BEADLOFT 
ANTIQUES
CLOSE-OUT SALE

All merchandise sold at cost + 7% sales tax
10-5 every day except Tuesday

308 Broadway, Nakusp
Call George anytime to open the store

250-265-2288 (store) • 250-265-4551 (home)

by Jan McMurray
• Council agreed to commit 

$3,000 to the development of an 
Operating and Marketing Plan for 
the Nakusp Hot Springs. Columbia 
Basin Trust has agreed to contribute 
a maximum of $7,000 to the project. 

Nakusp council, March 10: Hot springs to get a marketing plan
• Council accepted the quote 

from Bluebeetle Creative to design 
and print 10,000 copies of a rack 
card for the Nakusp Hot Springs for 
$1,321.37.

• Mayor Hamling reported that 
the Nakusp Roots Music Society 
(NRMS) is willing to re-open 
discussion on the community park 
plan. A meeting was tentatively set 
for April 2 at 3 pm.

Councillor Mueller confirmed 
with CAO Lafleur and the rest of 
council that she is not in conflict of 
interest on this because her husband’s 
business, Octopus Music, will not be 
involved. The park will be a project 
of NRMS only. Octopus Music is 
an employee of NRMS, hired to 
produce the Nakusp Music Festival, 
and will play no role in the park 
project. 

• Council received a request from 
Nakusp Roots Music Society for a 
50% reduction on fees charged by the 
Village for the use of the community 
complex and ball parks. Last year, 
these fees totalled $7,315. The Arena 
Local Service Commission had met 
that morning and granted the society 
a 50% reduction on all fees related 

to the community complex. Council 
agreed to reduce the fee for the ball 
parks as long as a field agreement 
is in place.

• Council gave approval in 
principle to the Cultural Conference 
Centre Committee’s kitchen/
stage expansion plan as part of the 
auditorium revitalization project. 
As the architectural designer, Ulli 
Mueller explained that the kitchen 
would be expanded to take in part 
of the current hockey concession 
and would be added onto out the 
back where the staircase is. The 
hockey concession and viewing 
area will be bumped out a bit. This 
will provide a bigger kitchen, stage 
area, and backstage area, and will 
give direct access to the stage from 
outside. Councillor Mueller excused 
herself from the vote, due to conflict 
of interest, as she was hired to do the 
drawings for the project.

• Council agreed to allow the 
library and museum to proceed with 
their plans to add on to the building. 
The addition will be used for the 
Arrow Lakes Historical Society 
archives.

• Mayor Hamling reported that 
the fire hall committee had met with 
Accommodation and Real Estate 
Services (ARES, formerly BCBC) 
to discuss the purchase of some of 
their forestry land for the fire hall. 
The committee is now waiting for 
a response from ARES, as well as 
from BC Ambulance Service about 
the Nakusp ambulance unit joining 
the new fire hall.

• Councillor  Mueller reported 
that the application for Nakusp 
to be a Fair Trade Town has been 
submitted. 

She also reported that the new 
Chamber executive is Kim Reich, 
president; Mike Wrede, vice-
president; Marie Wrede, treasurer. 
Marilyn Rivers is executive director.

• Council agreed to transfer 
$388.50 from the 2010 fund to pay 
for Beth McLeod’s travel expenses to 
attend a 2010 Summit in Vancouver. 
McLeod is council’s representative 
for the local 2010 Spirit of BC 
committee.

• Council had agreed to fund 
1/3 of the cost for Beth McLeod 
to attend a tourism convention, 

with the Chamber and the Nakusp 
and Area Development Board also 
contributing. The Chamber was 
unable to contribute, so council 
agreed to increase its contribution 
(from the 2010 fund) to half the 
cost ($521.50). NADB will cover 
the other half. 

• Councillor Mueller reported 
that there will be a huge increase 
(almost double) in the recycling 
budget at the RDCK, due to the 
falling world market for plastics and 
cardboard. Also, fees at landfills and 
transfer stations will increase as of 
January 1, 2010.

• Mayor Hamling reported on 
RDCK business. She has been 
appointed to the Southern Interior 
Development Initiative Trust 
(SIDIT) board. SIDIT was created 
with a $50 million provincial 
government investment. Hamling 
said the board had given quite a few 
loans, but not many grants, and that 
she was familiarizing herself with 
the organization.

She also reported that Walter and 
Shirley Coates were given a one-
year extension on their application 
to rezone their property near the 
airport from Agriculture to Country 
Residential.

• A memo to council from 
Richard Mahoney, treasurer, informs 
that the Province has replaced the 
annual Small Community Grant with 
the Strategic Community Investment 
Fund (SCIF). The government is 
accelerating the distribution of 
these funds, so Nakusp will receive 
$660,225 this year and $104,831 in 
2010, for a total of $765,056 over 
the two years. This is $79,694 more 
than two years’ worth of the Small 
Community Grant, reports Mahoney. 
Where the Small Community Grant 
was unconditional, the new SCIF 
comes with a requirement to develop 
a plan that sets out the uses and 
performance targets for the funds. 
“However, I don’t believe this will 
be an onerous requirement, as the 
example they provide states that 
100% of the fund will be used to 
support the Village’s Administration 
over the term of the agreement,” 
states Mahoney. Council passed a 
resolution to develop the plan and 
authorized the CAO to sign the 

agreement with the Province.
• Council decided to apply for 

a $5,000 grant from the Province in 
order to do community sustainability 
planning. This planning is required 
of all local governments receiving 
gas tax funding.

Mayor Hamling reported that the 
RDCK will be doing a plan for the 
Regional District, and has offered 
to do plans for each municipality 
in the Regional District as well. 
She said that if Nakusp decides to 
take the RDCK up on the offer, 
it will probably cost the Village 
$10,000. Monty Horton, senior 
planner at the RDCK, has indicated 
to Hamling that he is willing to make 
a presentation to council about the 
sustainability planning.

• A staff report was provided, 
out l in ing  pol ic ies  of  o ther 
municipalities on the use of the 
municipal logo. All councillors 
and the CAO agreed that they 
preferred the City of Revelstoke’s 
policy, where the use of the logo by 
local businesses and organizations 
requires written approval from the 
CAO. Council directed staff to write 
up a policy based on Revelstoke’s 
and bring it to the next meeting.

• Nakusp’s ticketing bylaw, No. 
517, was amended to include snow 
removal and control of All Terrain 
Vehicles.

• Council’s three-year plan was 
adopted.

• Councillor Heppner reported 
that the Occupational Health and 
Safety committee was researching 
policies from other communities.

• Council agreed to pay the 
registration fees for an interested 
community member to go to a rural 
health symposium in Clearwater.

• Council will provide a letter 
of support for Christina Nolan’s 
summer theatre and musical program 
for youth.

• A letter from the Village in 
support of re-establishing critical 
health care services taken away from 
Kootenay Lake Hospital in 2002 
will go to provincial political party 
leaders, as requested by the Nelson 
and Area Task Force.

 •  Accoun ts  payab le  o f 
$244,341.15 for February were 
approved.

submitted
Nakusp seniors have a new place 

to call home thanks to the completion 
of the addition at Minto House, located 
adjacent to the Arrow Lakes Hospital.  

With the last resident moving 
in  last week,  the six additional 
residential care beds bring the total 
to 14. The single-storey addition 
features a cottage design with a private 
bedroom and washroom for each 
resident along with a shared dining 
area, activity lounge and laundry 
facilities.

“We did have some unforeseen 

New beds open at Minto House 
delays along the way, but we’re 
thrilled to see our six new residents 
settling into their new home,” said 
Deborah Austin, Health Services 
Administrator for Nakusp. “I would 
like to thank all of our residents, their 
families and our staff for their patience 
while this project was completed.” 

The Minto House addition cost 
$2.7 million. The West Kootenay 
Boundary Regional Hospital District 
(WKBRHD) contributed 40 per 
cent of the total project cost, with 

the provincial government, through 
Interior Health, funding the remaining 
60 per cent. There is also room for 
expansion to 18 beds, if needed in 
the future.

“WKBRHD and IH share the 
commitment to providing care for 
seniors in all our communities,” 
said WKBRHD chair Marguerite 
Rotvold. “It’s great to see our ongoing 
capital funding partnership benefit the 
residents of Nakusp with this Minto 
House addition.”

by Katrine Campbell
People from Area K with 

planning questions won’t have to 
go to Nelson to get them answered.

As of April, RDCK planner 
Amanda Brinda will be in the satellite 
office next to the government agent’s 
office on Sixth St once a month. 
Office hours are 9 am to noon on the 

RDCK planner available in Nakusp
second Wednesday of each month.

“I’ll be there to answer any 
planning questions anyone from 
Area K may have,” says Brinda. 
“It’s more convenient for them than 
to come to Nelson.”

The satellite office will run April 
to October, as “that’s the time we get 
the most applications and enquiries.”

Advertise in the 
Valley Voice

Your locally owned, independent 
community newspaper

Call 250-358-7218 for details
Email: valleyvoice@netidea.com
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Thank you 
Valley Voice
The only newspaper that 

tells us what is going on in 
the Kaslo area. The only 
newspaper that gives us a 

chance to say what we think 
about it, free of charge, in 
Voices from the Valleys.

Paid advertisement by Jane Lynch 
in support of the Valley Voice

Kaslo Food Security Program http://nklcss.org/food.php is 
seeking a coordinator for its Lawns to Gardens Program to fill 
a maternity leave. The position is offered 2 days per week from 
April 7th to November 30th 2009 with a possibility of additional 
days per week or longer commitment subject to funding. 
The applicant should have gardening and light carpentry 
experience, be physically fit, have good interpersonal and 
computer skills, and a strong environmental ethic and interest 
in local food production. Organizational skills, a dependable 
vehicle and multi-tasking are required. $16/hr. 

Please send a resume to administrator@nklcss.org or fax 
to 250-353-7694. This is a program of North Kootenay Lake 
Community Services Society.

North 
Kootenay Lake 
Community 
Services Society

Employment opportunity

by Jim Yount
• Kaslo resident Phil Simmonds 

appeared as a delegation to ask 
council to write a letter of support for 
the Wildfire Interface project. 

C o u n c i l  a l s o  r e c e i v e d 
correspondence in support of the 
project from residents Francesca 
Blishen and Rob Lang. 

A memo from project manager 
John Addison noted there have been 
some issues around the interface 
project, “some misconceptions, 
some requiring further explanation.” 
He offered to take members of the 
public on a tour of the treatment 
areas, explaining objectives. Addison 
has also developed a PowerPoint 
presentation that he says will help 
explain the project, and “why it is 
so important to treat the fuel loading 
within the wildfire interface.” 

• Kaslo may be getting a new 
RCMP detachment building this 
fiscal year. In a letter dated March 3, 
Corporal Chris Backus told council 
that the RCMP wishes to keep the 
current location, at 335 A Avenue, 
because the force prefers to remain 
within the downtown core. 

Because the project would 
involve demolishing the current 
building, the RCMP is proposing to 
temporarily relocate the detachment 
to the Kemball Memorial Centre 
(former provincial building) across 
the street. Council referred this 
proposal to the Building Management 
Select Committee.

Backus also asked council for a 
connection to the sewer system for 
the new building. The property is 
outside the specified area of Kaslo’s 
sewer system. Council referred this 
request to the Sanitary Sewer Review 
Select Committee.

Kaslo council, March 10: Delegation and letters received in support of wildfire interface project
Backus also asked council to 

consider a cost sharing project 
to make the front of the building 
wheelchair accessible. 

The Village will provide a letter 
of support for the construction of 
the new building, the cost sharing 
arrangement for handicapped access 
to the Kemball Memorial Centre, and 
temporary connection to the sewage 
system.

• The Village will apply for 
two CBT grants for the City Hall 
Conservation project – a Major 
Capital Heritage Grant of $20,000 
through the Arts, Culture and 
Heritage funding program and a 
Community Initiatives grant

• A grant for a new liner for the 
Kemp Creek water reservoir will 
be applied for under the federal 
‘Building Canada’ funding program, 
for just slightly under $135,000.

• Councillor Tony Frary reported 
that work is continuing with North 
Kootenay Lake Community Services 
Society to apply for affordable 
housing grant money. The Fraser 
Basin Council has suggested that the 
Real Estate Foundation of BC might 
be an appropriate body to fund an 
affordable housing needs assessment 
and strategic plan.

• Council decided to allow 
Mountain Trek Resort in Ainsworth 
to temporarily dispose of effluent at 
the Kaslo sewer treatment plant for a 
unit rate of 17 cents per gallon, due to 
extraordinary circumstances. 

• Council’s Development Services 
committee has recommended the 
Village lease a portion of the existing 
gravel pit at the west end of the 
airport for the purpose of a ready 
mix operation by Arrow Lakes 
Ready Mix for a one-year period. 

Company owner Isaque Vieira has 
advised council the Ministry of 
Mines has no concerns with the 
location for the ready mix plant, and 
further, the Environment Ministry 
will physically check the site prior 
to issuing a permit. The Village will 
advertise its intent to lease the land to 
Vieira at an annual charge of $1,200. 
In an earlier presentation to council, 
Vieira noted his proposal would 
create new jobs in Kaslo, as well as 
ready access to his product, currently 
trucked from Nakusp.

• Mayor Lay, reporting on RDCK 
business, said the cost of Central 
Waste Management operations 
is increasing by 70% in 2009 to 
maintain the same levels of service. 
A draft report on local sites for a 
transfer station will be available 
shortly. 

• Council has offered its political 
support to a campaign for improved 
medical staffing at Kootenay Lake 
Hospital in Nelson. The Nelson 
Health Task Force, chaired by Glyn 
Humphries, says vital services should 
be re-established in the Kootenays, 
noting that Nelson is the only city of 
its size in BC, possibly in Canada, 
without a resident surgeon. His letter 
to council says all of the communities 
in the Nelson-Creston riding, with 
the exception of Creston and its 
surrounding area, are serviced by 
KLH, which has been without a local 
surgeon, CT scanner and critical care 
beds for six years.

• The North Kootenay Lake 
Arts and Heritage Council has 
asked the Village to pull down the 
fence between Front Street Park 
and the newly opened Kaslo Hotel, 
in anticipation of the opening of 
the Saturday markets, June 20. 

NKLAHC President David Stewart 
said in a letter to council that removal 
of the fence, with some minor filling 
and landscaping to smooth out the 
approach to the hotel, will enhance 
the appearance and usefulness of 
the park. This was referred to the 
Development Services committee for 
recommendation to council.

• A resident has asked council 
to remove some rotting scrub maple 
trees between her property on 
Washington Street North and the 
community garden. Council decided 
that once she locates the survey pins 
between the properties with the help 
of Public Works, the trees will be 
removed if they are actually found to 
be on the Village-owned community 
garden property.

• Community groups are closer 
to being ‘wired,’ with a council 
resolution to support in principle 
a Chamber of Commerce request. 
The chamber wants to establish 
interconnectivity between the 
Village, the chamber, and Kaslo.org 
websites. In a letter to the Village, 
the Chamber says visitors to any of 
the three websites could be quickly 
directed to the information they’re 
seeking, and internet movement 
between the three sites would be 
seamless.

• Pennco Engineering will be 
requested to pay the cost to the 
Village for acquiring an engineering 
review of the proposed  performance 
bond costs submitted in January 
by Pennco Engineering for  Larch 
Drive subdivision. Staff was 
authorized to have any performance 
documents proposed by Pennco 
Engineering approved by Staples and 
Company law firm, subject to Pennco 
proceeding with its bond. 

• The Village will express interest 

in participating in Smart Planning 
for Communities (formerly called 
Integrated Community Sustainability 
Planning) through the RDCK. 
This planning is required of local 
governments receiving government 
gas tax funding.

• In response to a request from 
the Sanitary Sewer Review Select 
Committee for an extension to April 
30, the Village will advise that the last 
possible date for the extension would 
be April 6 in order to meet statutory 
deadlines for any changes in 2009 
operating rates or taxation.

• Mayor Lay and Councillors 
Cormie and Frary were authorized to 
attend the Association of Kootenay-
Boundary Local Governments 
conference April 22-23 in Cranbrook.

• CAO Sawyer was authorized 
to attend the Joint Spring Chapter 
meeting of the Local Government 
Management Association scheduled 
to be held April 16-17 in Rossland. 

• Accounts payable of $35,292.69 
were approved.

submitted
The Marc Atkinson Trio appears 

April 4 at the Langham Theatre in 
Kaslo. 

The trio, formed in 2000, has 
toured North America, England and 
Europe. In 2002 their album II was 
voted one of the top five CDs of the 
year by Acoustic Guitar Magazine, 
won the best folk/roots album at the 
Western Canadian Music Awards 
and was nominated for a Juno. 

Langham Gallery presents Marc Atkinson Trio
Atkinson, who plays mandolin 

for The Bills, plays lead guitar on 
the new album IV, of which 11 
tracks are originals. He is joined 
by Bills bandmate Chris Frye on 
rhythm guitar and bassist Joey 
Smith.

The latest album instantly 
makes you feel as though you’re in 
Mexico or Latin America. It has a 
flamenco feel, with tones from the 
lead and rhythm guitars blending 

with a stand-up bass.
Atkinson enjoys a variety of 

tunes to help him get into the 
composing mood. As a result, 
he’s come up with a rather 
unique description for his latest 
compositions. “To me, it’s guitar 
music, in a trio setting...it’s chamber/
guitar/roots/jazz/folkarama.”

The show starts at 8 pm; 
advance tickets are $20 at Sunnyside 
Naturals; $22 at the door.

submitted
Hot on the heels of the North 

West Guitar Festival, the Montreal 
Guitar Trio plays in Kaslo April 21, 
at 7:30 pm in St. Andrew’s United 
Church. 

This dynamic threesome 
catapults classical guitar music 
to another level. Described by 
the CBC as “the hottest guitar 
ensemble in Canada,” the MG3 
has established itself as a force 
of  rejuvenation and cross-
pollenization between various 
musical forms. Marrying virtuosity 
with a stealthy sense of humour, 
guitarists Glenn Lévesque, Marc 
Morin and Sébastien Dufour have 
charmed the ears of seasoned 
critics and captured the hearts of 
their ever-expanding audiences. 

This is a “gotta go see, gotta 
go hear” concert for music lovers 
and guitar aficionados of all stripes. 
Tickets are available at Figments 
in Kaslo and at the door on April 

Montreal Guitar Trio to play Kaslo’s United Church
21. Single tickets $20, seniors $18, 
students $5; school-age children 
admitted free when accompanied 

by an adult patron. 
For information, call Karen 

353-7539 or David 354-5368. 

The Montreal Guitar Trio will play Kaslo’s St. Andrew’s United Church on April 21.
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Valhalla Fine Arts Society presents the

VALHALLA FILM 
SCHOOL & FESTIVAL
May 4-9, New Denver-Silverton

Teen & Adult Film School Programs 
mentored by award winning filmmakers

CREATE & SCREEN 
YOUR ORIGINAL FILM!

Spaces are limited! 
Register today!!

For program info and registration form,
visit www.valhallafinearts.org or contact 

Theresa: vfs@valhallafinearts.org

LIVING

TIME TO PIMP OUT YOUR RIDE... 
Regardles of your chosen vocation, it’s always nice to “doll up” your 

bicycle to improve appearance, performance and comfort. Some fine 
tuning and minor adjustments can make a big difference in how well your 
bike performs for you and that will play a role in how much you use it for 
commuting or recreation. Give me a call for an appointment or helpful 
advice and stop in on either of the days when I’m open!

NEW DENVER  
250-358-2133

Fridays 10:00 am - 6:00 pm
Saturdays 10:00 am - 6:00 pm

with Jamie Barber

with 
Andrew 
Rhodes

Get Outta Town

with 
Peter 

Roulston

From two skis 
to two wheels

Okay, now things are getting 
much warmer and the snow has 
become smershy as the roads remain 
slushy. While temperatures of five 
degrees make the snow not great, 
it is warm enough to get out riding 
with little discomfort, and all the 
great reasons for having a bike come 
flashing back during that first ride of 
the season. Trails remain snowbound 
and will be muddy, at first anyhow, 
but road riding is already good and 
getting better. 

Last week I got the truck insured 
again and immediately loaded up 
my mountain bike for some riding 
down the valley. En route I had 
a late breakfast at the Harold St. 
Café and enjoyed a visit with Nick 
Verigin of Lemon Creek, who had 
a photo album of some excellent 
pictures taken in the Slocan City 
area in the 1940s. Seeing these 
shots of earlier days of railroading, 
logging, road travel and social events 
really enriched my appreciation for 
the places I saw later on during my 
bike ride.

I parked in the rail trail lot at 
Perry’s Back Rd. by the Threads 
Guild with plans to cross the river 
and enjoy the pretty back road 
that winds down to the bridge at 
Winlaw and even continues down 
to Passmore where another bridge 
can return you to Hwy 6. I’ve written 
about this tour before and may do so 

again sometime, as it’s one of my 
favourite low traffic/high-in-scenery 
valley destinations. I do this as a loop 
ride, returning north on the highway 
but in a few weeks you will be able 
to ride back on the popular rail trail.

The loop ride to Winlaw is, I 
think, 17 km and the bigger loop to 
Passmore may total 30-odd km, but 
I didn’t check the map too closely 
and no longer use bike computers. 
The road is nicely paved except 
for one stretch south of Winlaw 
but that’ll firm up and dry out soon 
anyhow. This west side route gives 
some nice views of the east side of 
the valley where most people travel 
and winds pleasantly past numerous 
rural homes, farms and patches of 
forest. There are even some bed 
and breakfast places up several 
driveways.

After crossing the Slocan River 
the road swings left and climbs 
mildly for a little bit past some short 
spur roads on the upper side of the 
road. Soon, you pass Bond Rd. on 
the left and this can lead you down 
towards the river and back up via the 
Lower Appledale Rd. Then just a bit 
farther on you can again turn left and 
scoot down West Appledale Rd. and 
loop back up on Youngs Rd. which 
is also a loop itself. Finally, just a bit 
farther on you can grind up McKean 
Rd., which is a sweet little gravel 
loop that will reliably return you to 
the paved west side main route. 

If you don’t explore around a 
bit like that then this ends up as a 
kinda short loop tour, so be curious 
but don’t get too nosy. Before long 
the road descends to river level 
again and after passing the Winlaw 
Regional Nature Park  (still snowy) 
you roll onto the Winlaw Bridge, 
cross the rail trail, and within a few 

minutes you’re up at Hwy 6. Nice 
ride this is, with the pastoral bliss 
and all, and a mellow ride to start 
off the season and maybe try those 
new saddlebags or cushy saddle 
that you got for Christmas. Winlaw 
has two excellent restaurants plus a 
killer bakery so this is a good place 
to be overcome by hunger after a 
delightful bit of riding…

I guess I always run the risk of 
offending privacy-craving country 
folks who live on these less-travelled 
roads to get away from the busy 
world out there. I don’t think these 
columns I write ever bring hordes 
of awful obnoxious people who 
then cause any local calamities, 
but I do think that interested folks 

with some free time may enjoy 
visiting some new location that is 
within the public domain anyhow. 
My general feeling is that if a road 
has government signage and gets 
government maintenance then it’s 
okay to see. 

That’s it for the valley outing, 
but I want to mention a local New 
Denver area road that fits this semi-
private but actually public profile. An 
earlier bicycle ride I did to Silverton 
took me past Harris Rd., which 
climbs steeply up to the Anderson 
property and the Harris Ranch. If 
you go too far you sort of end up in 
their turnaround which oughta be no 
big deal, but just halfway up there is 
one of the most sweeping and serene 

views of the main body of Slocan 
Lake. You can zip up on the bike 
or, if in the car, you can park below 
safely enough and just walk up a 
couple hundred metres. The is not 
intrusive but does give you quite a 
vista. I even saw a Ponderosa pine 
tree here, which is surprising.

So for now, be content and happy 
with riding on the roads. Dress in 
highly-visible clothing that you 
don’t mind getting dirtied up with 
spray and grit. Ride hard enough to 
keep warm but slow enough to look 
around and enjoy being back on two 
wheels again.

Peter Roulston owns the Bicycle 
Hospital in New Denver and spends 
a lot of time sliding, floating or 

G-Whiz: a 
glimpse into the 
future

It’s been spring break down at 
the old school house, so Penelope, 
Emily and myself decided that 
we didn’t need to postpone a long 
delayed trip to the UK any longer. 
Of course we didn’t have enough 
time to visit properly, but we all 
had a good time and it was great 
to become reacquainted with old 
friends. 

It’s pretty hard to get a chuckle 
out of anyone on the London 
underground, but Emily and I 
managed it at the Hammersmith 
station. We had just entered the train 
loaded with our luggage en route to 
Heathrow to get our return flight. 
The train was delayed to ‘lengthen 
the gap’ and we got talking about the 
train trip. Emily had a question that 
had me consulting our plane ticket 
and something didn’t look right. I 
had to ask some people on the train 
what day it was, then realized we 
were leaving a day too early. We 
made a hurried exit to many grins 
from the normally staid passengers.

Our miscalculation was a 
blessing in disguise as we now had 

an extra day and were able to wander 
around central London. I had always 
wanted to visit 221(b) Baker Street 
and Seville Row, so we had a very 
enjoyable afternoon wandering 
around. More importantly to this 
article, I was introduced to the 
G-Whiz.

You have to understand that 
there are hefty congestion and 
parking charges in central London. 
This can easily amount to over $40 
per trip. As a result, you walk, take 
the tube or bus and look at the cars 
that the rich can afford to drive.

In te r spe r sed  among  the 
Bentleys, Lamborghinis and 
Mercedes, there appeared a plethora 
of these diminutive, ungainly 
electric vehicles called the G-Whiz. 
These are even smaller than the 
Smart cars you see over here and 
have four seats (although it is hard 
to imagine anyone over three feet 
tall sitting in the back ones). They 
are totally electric and get about 40 
miles on a six-hour charge. They are 
exempt from the congestion charge 
and you don’t even need to pay the 
extortionist parking fees for them. 
The authorities have even installed 
charging stations so they can be 
charged on the street for free. 

I was intrigued, so did a bit 
of research. For one thing, these 
cars are designed in California 
and made in India. There are a 
number of models. Some use 
lead-acid batteries and some, the 
more efficient lithium-ion battery. 

They have a top speed of about 
50 mph, which is fine for central 
London driving where, according 
to statistics, speeds average 9 mph. 
They are super efficient and get 
the petrol equivalent of about 600 
miles per gallon or about half a litre 
per 100 km. If you add this to the 
savings from congestion charges and 
parking, you can see why there are 
about 1,000 of the things wandering 
around central London right now. 

London, like many of the large 
cities around the globe, has huge 
problems with cars. They pollute, 
take up too much space and make 
walking almost impossible in many 
areas. The more people drive, the 
worse the problem gets. How do 
you get people out of cars and onto 
the public transit system or into 
pollution free vehicles?

London thinks the congestion 
charge and heavy parking rates are 
the answer. Every pound that is 
made with this program is put back 
into the public transport system or 
innovative programs such as large 
tax rebates for businesses to use 
electric vehicles, free downtown 
electric charge points, and free 
parking for motorcycles and electric 
cars. It seems the right direction to 
be heading and quite different from 
our Canadian cities that continue 
on the old pollution and congestion 
enhancing strategy of doing next 
to nothing except complaining. 
Perhaps the G-Whiz is a glimpse 
into the future. 

Food editor offers 
more random 
thoughts on 
economy and food

No restaurant this week, so...just 
for starters I’d like to know if Gordy 
Campbell read the page 3 headline in 
the March 22 Province.

It stated: “It’s a dog’s life as 
economy tanks.” Hear that Gordo?

ECONOMY TANKS! But 

besides rising food prices, that has 
nothing to do with eating. Or does it?

So let’s talk about eating good 
things.

After the first big snowstorm or 
two I take my snowshoes down to 
the rocky beach of Slocan Lake and 
walk the shoreline. Sometimes I eat 
a small handful of snow. It’s good.

Later in the winter or early spring 
a rain followed by a freeze will make 
the snow hard enough to walk on 
top of in hiking boots. Sometimes 
I might find a small icicle and eat 
it. It’s good. There’s often a breeze 
on the lake, and all the waves and 
ripples are studded with billions of 
diamonds. You crunch along atop 
the snow.

In the spring there’s three to five 
inches of mushy snow over the rocks. 
I wouldn’t eat it, but one can usually 
manage to eat (drink) a handful of 
lake water. It’s cold. It’s good.

In the summer you can walk 
along the beach from rock to rock 
in your runners or sandals or, if you 
dare, your bare feet. Sometimes 

you’ll see what almost looks like 
sand. Don’t eat it! It is hard on your 
teeth and not very good for you.

Instead, find some shade, sit, 
open that canned drink you brought 
and have a swallow. Ooohhhh, it’s 
Goood! Don’t forget to bring the 
empty can home, because it’s worth 
10 cents, and we’re experiencing 
The Great Big Bad World Economic 
Crisis, and you can put that dime 
toward your groceries.

But, Food Fans, do not despair. 
All is not lost! In the coming weeks 
of Gordon’s tanking economy we 
can look forward to going to the 
Landmark Bakery in Kaslo and 
perhaps the new Kaslo Hotel and the 
Cedar Creek Café in Winlaw.

In the meantime take a walk 
along the beach. Bring food, and 
wonder why Gordon Campbell is 
taking away our 24-hour emergency 
room services. Does he think no one 
gets hurt at night? What has that guy 
been eating anyway?

Until next issue my friends, keep 
on eating. It’s good!

Advertise in the Valley Voice
Your locally owned, independent 

community newspaper
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Fern’s
Now delivering to New Denver 

& Silverton on Saturdays!
Call me and we can arrange anything!
KASLO: Phone/Fax: 1-250-353-7474

WEST KOOTENAY
MACHINE SHOP

915 Front Street
Nelson, BC V1L 4C1
(Railway Side Access)

General Machining
Parts Repaired or 

Remanufactured

Shop Phone/Fax
250-352-2123

Dave Smith     Owner/Machinist

Slocan Auto &
Truck Repairs

24 hour towing 
BCAA, Slocan, BC  

355-2632

111 Mcdonald Drive, Nelson, BC
ph 250-352-3191

sales@mainjet.ca • www.mainjet.ca

NAKUSP GLASS
201 Broadway

265-3252
The clear choice for 
all your glass needs!

SALES & SERVICE
98 - 1st Street, Nakusp • 265-4911

OPEN 6 DAYS A WEEK
CHAINSAWS
• Stihl
• Husqvarna
MOWERS
• Snapper
• Toro
• Lawnboy

TRIMMERS
• Homelite
• Stihl • Toro
• Husqvarna
SMALL ENGINES
• Tecumseh
• Briggs & Stratton

AUTOMOTIVE • SMALL MOTORS • MACHINE SHOP
Caribou Service
(250) 265-3191

5549 Frontage Road
Burton, BC

24 Hr Towing and Recovery
Auto Repairs & Tires

Auto Parts

FLORIST

24 HOUR TOWING
1007 HWY 23, NAKUSP

PH: 265-4577

• welding repairs • full service 
& repair • licenced technician • 

radiator repairs & service • mobile 
service available • fast, friendly 

BUSINESS DIRECTORY

and

INDUSTRIES
Your Friendly neighbourhood Mechanic

•Automotive Electrical Specialist  •BC Certified Mechanic
• Certified Vehicle Inspector  •Small Engine Certified

(250) 353-2800 • 8845 Hwy 31 • Kaslo

MOUNTAIN VALLEY STATION
BOTTLE DEPOT

Slocan City • 355-2245
Open MON - SAT  9-5

Your “Bottle Drive” Specialists

CLEANING

RECYCLING
Mark Adams

Certified General Accountant
P.O. Box 279
New Denver, BC 
V0G 1S0

BUS. 250-358-2411

ACCOUNTANT
Beside Slocan Park Service

2976 Highway 6, Slocan ParkJEWELRY
Jo’s Jewelry

Custom work and repair in 
silver and Gold, by appointment

358-2134
new denver, Goldsmith Jo-anne barClay

Nakusp   265-4406

BCAA Towing

COMPUTER

ken@palmercomputerservices.com

Palmer 
Computer 
Services

- Repairs 
- Upgrades 

- Consulting
Microsoft Certified 
Systems EngineerPhone: 355-2235

Advertise in the Valley Voice
Your locally owned, independent 

community newspaper

Next Valley Voice 
Deadline:

March 20, 2009

This space could be yours for 
$10.00 + GST per issue.
Call 358-7218 or email: 

valleyvoice@netidea.com
for details

ANNOUNCEMENTS
HONEY BEAR BAKERY has closed due 
to Bobbie’s retirement. She wishes to thank 
all those who supported her business.
URBAN RAGZ BOUTIQUE is now 
open at 501 Harold Street in Slocan , Petite 
0’s to Curvey 3XL! 355-0040 Tuesday - 
Saturdays 10am - 5pm.
ATTN: GARDENERS, FARMERS, 
Grocers and Restaurants: For local food, 
local farms and local people wanting to 
farm please check http://nklcss.org/food.
php e-mail office@nklcss.org to add your 
name to the list. Check out the link to 
Kaslo’s Lawns to Garden Film: ‘Planting 
the Seeds.’

AUTOMOTIVE
2001 JEEP GRAND CHEROKEE 60th 
Special edition. Fully loaded, leather, 
sunroof, new tires, 120,000 km. Asking 
$12,900 obo. 265-3850.
2002 CHEVY SILVERADO, extended 
cab, quad doors, 4x4, fully loaded, leather, 
short box, asking $16,900 obo. 265-3850.

BUSINESS OPPORTUNITIES
WANT TO START YOUR OWN 
BUSINESS?  Community Futures 
offers business counselling and start-up 
information. Appointments available in 
Nakusp and New Denver. Contact Farhana 
Dumont at 265-3674, ext. 205 or email 
nakusp@futures.bc.ca. 

CARD OF THANKS
 NORTH VALLEY MOUNTAIN FILM 
FESTIVAL committee sends a big thank 
you to all our supporters. Thanks to Ann’s 
and SBS for selling so many tickets. 
Thanks to Hoot Owl and Mark and Julie 
and Matthew of the Cup and Saucer for 
fabulous food. Thanks to Wright music 
and the Community Projector Committee. 
And thank you to everyone who submitted 
films and slideshows – you make this event 
happen. See you next year!

THE NAKUSP SECONDARY SKI AND 
SNOWBOARD TEAMS had a great year! 
We would like to thank the following for 
donations to our teams’ trip to the Provincial 
Championships at Whistler. (With your 
help the teams placed well, brought home 
medals and even the combined girls and 
boys snowboard team 1st place banner!) A 
BIG THANK - YOU to: Advantage World 
Travel, Arrow Lakes Teacher’s Association. 
Arrow Refrigeration, Ascar Construction, 
BC Hydro, Box Lake Lumber, Canadian 
Mountain Holidays, Captain Jack’s, 
Crescent Bay Construction, Cut Rite Meats, 
Galena Contracting, Heather Davidson/
Party Light Candles, J&S Snacks-Fauquier, 
Tim Kroger, Leland Hotel, Nakusp General 
Store, Nakusp Music Festival Society, 
Nakusp Veterinary Clinic, O’Brien’s 
Service, Overwaitea, People’s Pharmacy-
Nakusp, Regional District of Central 
Kootenay, R. Hopp Logging, Saddle 
Mountain Medical Clinic, Touch of 
Fashion, Vern Hanson Contracting, Village 
of Nakusp, and W2 Ventures. 

COMING EVENTS
NOTICE! NOTICE! SLOCAN LAKE 
ARENA SOCIETY will be holding the next 
Bingo on Friday, April 3rd, 2009 at 7:00 pm. 
Anyone over 19 years of age are welcome 
to come and play Bingo.
EASTER HAM BINGO April 4th 7:00 pm 
at the Slocan Legion Hall, Slocan. $2.00 a 
card.  Everyone Welcome.
MARK YOUR CALENDAR – Next 
Silverton Gallery Coffee House – Friday, 
April 17. ‘We Three,’ aka CBC trio, will 
be playing.
COUNTRY TWO-STEP & Waltz 
workshop. Junction Church, South Slocan. 
March 28th 10 am to 4:30 pm. $12 per 
person per 75 minute class. Instructor  
Michael Wiebe, of U of C Dance Club. 

Singles Welcome. Info: www.dancingbeat.
org. Register 365-0590 or 352-7999 or 
allus@uniserve.com.
ART JOYCE will read from his new book 
of poetry “Star Seeds” at the Nakusp Public 
Library on Thursday, April 9th at 7 p.m.   
Everyone is cordially invited. Refreshments. 
This is a free event sponsored by a Writers 
in Libraries Grant from the Public Library 
Services Branch, Ministry of Education.
SLOCAN VALLEY COMMUNITY 
COMPLEX SOCIETY Annual General 
Meeting, Monday March 30, 2009, W.E. 
Graham School Library, 7pm. Everyone 
Invited.
E N T E R  T H E  T R A S H  A R T 
CHALLENGE. Prizes! Sponsored by 
Slocan Valley Arts Council. Call 250-226-
7768 or email svcarts@gmail for more info.
W E  G R A H A M  C O M M U N I T Y 
SCHOOL Bottle Drive – March 28. 
Valhalla Wilderness Program Fundraiser. 
Pickup 9:00-12:30 from Slocan Park-
Slocan City.
SILVERY SLOCAN MUSEUM Society 
AGM, Wednesday, April 15 at 7 pm at the 
Hidden Garden Gallery.
I N O N O A K L I N  E D G E W O O D 
BROADBAND is celebrating our Phase 
2 launch at Whatshan Retreat, March 27, 
noon to 2 pm.

FOR RENT
TENANT/CARETAKER required for 
Vallican Whole Community Centre. Log 
home. Rent: $500/month plus utilities. 
10-15 hrs. chores monthly. References 
required. Info: Don - phone 250-226-7090; 
fax 250-226-7076. Available May.

FOR SALE
MOUNTAIN CORAL PRODUCTS are 
available again in New Denver. Selling skin 
care bars and powdered Mountain Coral. 
Call 250-358-7171.
STARCRAFT TENT TRAILER, as 
new (North to Alaska or Fort McMurray). 
DUMPING ONE-TON snowplow truck, 
low mileage. Etc. 250-265-4207.

HEALTH
YOGA AT THE DOMES - Spring is on 
its way - gardens are appearing - paths are 
melting! Time to keep the connections in 

the body envitalized. Abundance is in the 
air. MONDAY MORNINGS  9-10:30 am 
FLOW CLASS -  The flow of life begins 
within. Open to all levels all the time. 
THURSDAY AFTERNOONS - 3:30-5:00 
pm RESTORATIVE CLASS - A time to 
slow down and deeply rejuvenate through 
simple postures, to open up to the breath and 
restore the body, mind and spirit. Open to 
all levels all the time.
FULL SPECTRUM BODY WORK 
offers deep tissue and stress reduction 
treatments in the privacy of your own 
home. For additional info and to book 
appointments please call 358-6808.
PILATES WITH SUSAN in Nakusp 
- Discover this powerful, head to toe, 
workout for all fitness levels. Call 265-4952 
or visit my website at www.susanspilates.
com.

NOTICES
FOR INFORMATION ON AA MEETINGS 
contact Therese 358-7904; John 265-4924; 
Tonio 358-7158; Dave 353-2658; Joan 
355-2805; Dan 359-7817; Bill 226-7705.
NOTICE! NOTICE! SLOCAN LAKE 
RECREATION COMMISSION #6 will 
be holding its Spring Grant-in-Aid Session 
on Wednesday, April 22nd, 2009. Any 
non-profit organization wanting to apply 
for a grant-in-aid should submit the proper 
application to Box 293, New Denver, BC 
V0G 1S0. Application forms are available 
from the Villages of New Denver and 
Silverton and Lucerne School. Please note 
that the appropriate form must be used or 
the application will not be considered. The 
deadline for the application is Friday, April 
17th, 2009. Any applications received after 
that date will not be accepted.
THE WINLAW REGIONAL AND NATURE 
PARK COMMISSION wishes to inform park 
users that we will be falling trees that present 
a danger to the public in the park this spring. 
Regrettably, eight of the large birch trees 
growing in or beside the park lawn, close to the 
river, are among those that will be cut. These 
trees have dead tops, and sporadically drop 
large pieces of dead wood. The falling wood 
presents a real danger to park users. While we 
are all fond of the trees, we are required to act to 

maintain a safe recreational area for the public. 
Trees which are not hazardous at this time will 
be left standing, of course.

EDUCATION

CONTINUING EDUCATION/ADULT 
LEARNING CENTRE NAKUSP
H2S ALIVE, Mar. 30;
COMPUTER MAINTENANCE FOR 
BEST PERFORMANCE, Apr. 4;
TRAFFIC CONTROL FLAGGING, 
Apr. 4 & 5;
WORD LEVEL 2, Building Productivity, 
Apr. 6;
PRENATAL CLASSES, Apr. 18 & 25;
CARE FOR THE AGEING, Apr. 18 
& 25;
SUPERHOST, Apr. 21;
WOMEN LEADING FROM WITHIN, 
Free, preregister by April 1; 
FOODSAFE, Apr. 26
AIRBRAKES, May 1-3;
S100A Recertification, May 1;
S100 FIRE SUPPRESSION, May 2 & 3;
YOU MUST PRE-REGISTER FOR 
ALL CLASSES. 
For more information and registration 
call Selkirk College 265-4077 

SERVICES
RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL 
SEPTIC TANK CLEANING: “Serving 
the Valley” 7 days/wk, 24-hr. All-Around 
Septic Services, Don Brown (250) 354-
3644, emergency 352-5676.
ROGAN ELECTRIC Residential, 
commercial, industrial wiring. Local 
references available. All work guaranteed. 
“We get the job done.” 353-9638.

WANTED
EMPLOYMENT NEEDED – Multi-
skilled. Have a truck. Strong and smart. 
358-7949 or odymer@hotmail.com.
WANTED: used backhoe or skidsteer. 359-
7367 or somethingsomething@shaw.ca.
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• Spring Cleaning • Home Detailing 
• House Prepping • Painting

Call now for your free consultation!
265-0241

Window 
Washing 
Gutter 

Cleaning 

HALL LUMBER 
& BUILDING SUPPLIES

Open Mon, Tues, Wed, Fri & Sat 
10 am to 5 pm

PHONE 250-269-0043
Find us at 280 Lower Inonoaklin Rd. 

Edgewood, BC

COLES RENTALS
HEATERS (PROPANE & ELECTRIC)

PLATE TAMPERS, JUMPING JACKS, REBAR 
BENDER JACKHAMMERS, HAMMER DRILLS, 

CONCRETE MIXERS, CONCRETE SAWS, 
TILECUTTERS, BLOCKCUTTERS, SCAFFOLDING, 

FLOOR SANDERS, NAILERS - ALL TYPES, 
LM ROTARY LAZER TRANSIT, GENERATORS, 
WATER PUMPS, COMPRESSORS, INSULATED 
TARPS, PRESSURE WASHERS, ROTO TILLER, 

PROPERTY PIN LOCATOR, CHIPPER/SHREDDER, 
GAS POST HOLE DIGGER, WOODSPLITTER 

...AND MUCH MORE!
PHONE 358-2632
1-888-358-2632

FOR ALL YOUR 
PROPANE NEEDS

359-7373
1-800-471-5630

Your local bulk dealer & service centre

• Registered Septic System 
designer and installer •
• Ready Mix Concrete • 

• Lock Blocks • Drain Rock • 
• Road Crush • Sand & Gravel • 

• Dump Trucks • Excavator • 
• Crusher • Coloured Concrete • 

• Site Preparation •
Box 1001, Nakusp, BC, V0G 1R0
Ph. 265-4615 • vieirac@telus.net

Installation and maintenance 

call Jim Berrill
(250) 359-5922

JEMS Propane Ltd.

ICF Building Products
“We provide Star Service”    

1-888-289-4731

EQUIPMENT RENTAL

Tradesman Electric
commercial • residential 

new construction • renovations
Reliable friendly service

Free Estimates Call Steve 226-7163

CONSTRUCTION • HOME • GARDEN 

YOUR VALLEY COMFORT AND BLAZE KING DEALER 
SPECIALIZING IN WOOD/ELECTRIC, WOOD/OIL AND 

WOOD/GAS COMBINATION FURNACES
Certified • Insured

COMPLETE SALES 
SERVICE AND 
INSTALLATION

Slocan City, BC • (250) 355-0088
website: www.kootenayfurnace.com

email: kfurnace@netidea.com

P&L Flooring Sales
265-9955

Locally owned & operated in Burton 
Serving the Arrow & Slocan Lakes areas

Hundreds of styles to 
choose from!!

BUSINESS DIRECTORY

Legendary Meats 

Bulk - Beef, Pork, Buffalo 
and Sausage Sales

Custom Cutting & Sausage Making, 
Curing & Smoking of Bacons & Hams

Winter Hours: Open 
Fridays & Saturdays 

9 am till 5 pm
Phone: 226-7803

2826 Hwy 6 • Slocan Park

MEAT CUTTING
Crescent Bay 

Construction Ltd.
Eric Waterfield — Construction

Nakusp, BC • Ph. 250 265-3747 • Fx. 250 265-3431 
• Email cresbay@telus.net

This space could be yours for 
$10.00 + GST per issue.
Call 358-7218 or email: 

valleyvoice@netidea.com
for details

KF PowerVac
Duct Cleaning & Duct Sanitizing

Local: 355-2485 • Toll-free: 1-888-652-0088
email: carrie@netidea.com

HAIR

Advertising doesn’t cost. 
It Pays!

Peter’s New & Used Windows & More
Sales & Installations

• Energy Efficient Vinyl & Wood Windows •
• Residential Installations & Renovations/Upgrades •

• Wooden & Metal Doors •
Peter Demoskoff • Cell: 250-608-0505

Tel: 250-399-4836 • Fax: 250-399-4831

BAKERY
Sappho’s Bakery
Rear, 309 Kildare St. New Denver
Thurs – Sat, 10 am – 2 pm, 5 – 8 pm
Pizza,  Fresh Bread Daily
358-2119

OBITUARIES
DAVID JAMES GEORGE passed away 
peacefully the evening of March 11, 
2009, ending his battle with cancer. He is 
survived by his sons Mathew and Adam and 
grandchildren Abagail and Chasen George.

MARION THELMA SMEDBOL nee 
Olstad, passed beyond our sight and hearing 
on February 4, 2009.

Marion was born in Stettler Alberta on 
November 24, 1915 of Norwegian parents. 
She moved to Slocan with parents Birger & 
Elise, and brothers Ralph and Clarence in 
1918. The family grew fruit commercially 
until the crash of 1929. Ralph was a fireman 
on the Rosebery and died in San Franscisco 
in 1956. He was the head of the traffic 
bureau of SFPD. Clarence passed away in 
the 70s; he was an engineer for Boeing in 
Philadelphia.

Marion became a teacher in the late 
30s, and taught in many one room schools 
including Perrys, Appledale, Cay school 
Ootischenia and others. Also many years 
in Slocan. Predeceased by her mother, her 
father, and husband Hans logger/miner 
in 1990. Survived by sons Hans-Nelson, 
and Richard-Slocan, also grandchildren 
Tara and Immanuel-Vancouver, Chantal 
and Elise-Montreal, and great grandson 
Nikolaos-Montreal.

Marion loved all living things 
especially her flowers and gardens. Her 
little forest, her cats, and grandchildren. She 
was an artist and skilled craft person and 

RENTAL WANTED
YOUNG FAMILY OF 4 Looking to 
relocate to Nakusp, Looking for 3 bedroom 
pet friendly rental in Nakusp ASAP. Please 
call Lynnette at 1-877-304-7952 or email at 
lynnette.graham@century21.ca.
REPUTABLE WWOOFer / farm and 
house sitter requires long-term home base: 
cabin, yurt or other alternative private 
space.  Rent exchange for work (maybe 
part cash) preferred.  Please call Ty @ 250 
226 7100.
RENTAL HOUSE WANTED:  Mature, 
responsible, single woman (non-smoker, no 
pets) seeking reasonably priced, well-kept, 
unfurnished rental house in peaceful setting 
within 358 exchange area for May/June 1, 
2009.  A quiet, caring tenant for your quiet, 
cared-for house.  Prefer long term rental.  
Excellent references.  Please call Erika 
Beringer 250-358-2484.

knew all the traditional homesteading skills.
She is sorely missed by us all. When 

she moved to Nelson in 2004 due to health, 
she reckoned she had been in Slocan longer 
than any living resident. She requested that 
there be no service. She served us all as 
an example of deep insight and gracious 
acceptance of other points of view.

PETS
FROG PEAK PET RESORT – brand 
new facility – five indoor/outdoor 
kennels. 2-acre, fenced adventure 
park. On leash excursions. Owner 
experienced vet assistant. 250-226-7660. 
frogpeakpetresort@columbiawireless.
ca www.frogpeakpetresort.com.
7-MONTH-OLD MIN-PIN Jack/Russell 
X. Female, shots, spayed. To loving family, 
$250. 250-355-2608.

SLOCAN VALLEY 
RECREATION

MIXED SOCCER LEAGUE- Sign up 
now on to play this spring.
PILATES IN SLOCAN - A new series 
with Gabby Jungula begins March 23rd.
KID ZONE BUY & SELL - Sat. March 
28th. Slocan Park Hall. 10:00 to 12:00 
noon.
GROWING YOUR FOODS - With 
Suzanne Miller, Sunday, March 29th
EASTER BUNNY HOP - The great 
Easter play day for kids. Sun. April 5th, 
Passmore Lodge. Please pre-register.
RHYTHMIC GYMNASTICS - New 
spring session with Gisele. April 8 - 
June 10
HUNTER PROGRAMS AT WINLAW 
SCHOOL - P.A.L. - April 4th & 5th. 
C.O.R.E. Hunter Training - April 18th 
& 19th.
WALK/RUN TRAINING CLINIC - 
With Helen Kissinger. Begins Wed. 
April 1st.
SPRING SUMMER REC’ GUIDE - 
Have an idea/talent/passion you’d like 
to share with your community? Call 
us today.

226-0008

by Katrine Campbell
The recession is having an effect 

on both the Klondike Silver mine in 
Sandon and the Roca mine at Trout 
Lake.

Although the Valley Voice was 
unable to reach anyone who would 
speak for Klondike Silver, it’s known 
that five miners and one office person 
has been laid off at the Sandon 
operation.

Up at Trout Lake, the MAX 
molybdenum mine is “going full out” 
according to director John Mirko, 
although he admits “we could be doing 
a lot more.”

Metal prices are low, but the cost 

Recession nibbles away at local mines
of fuel and other commodities the 
mine needs to operate haven’t dropped. 
Because of spring break-up, there is a 
70% load restriction on trucking, so 
shipping costs have also increased.

“We’re putting everything on hold 
that we don’t have to do. We’re not in 
charge   –  it’s the prices.”

On the bright side, Mirko says he’s 
“pleased with how efficient everything 
has become. Our work force here is 
spectacular; I’m happy except for the 
markets.”

As of March 5, the price for 
molybdenum was at US$8.60/lb. Just 
six months ago, in September 2008, it 
was $25.35/lb.

submitted
On Thursday March 26 at 6:30, 

Winlaw School will begin its new role 
as a hub for library materials from the 
Nelson Municipal Library. 

Card holders may order their 
books, CDs, videos, audio books or 
films online and they will be delivered 
to Winlaw for pick up on Thursday 
evenings. A drop box will also be set 
up at the school so that materials can 
be returned easily, saving the borrower 
an extra trip to Nelson. There will 
also be materials available to browse 
and borrow following themes such as 
do-it-yourself, health or arts plus, an 
assortment of mixed things to dabble 
in, such as adult fiction, lots of picture 
books and great books for young 
readers.  

We  w i l l  h a v e  d i f f e r e n t 
presentations too. Our first is April 9 
when Lynn Westcott, an entomologist 

Nelson Public Library service comes to Winlaw Elementary School
from Castlegar will talk about our 
local pollinators, their importance 
to our food supply and how we can 
create habitat in our gardens for these 
essential members of our community. 
The presentation is free.

The Slocan Valley is one of the 
1.3% of the province that is not served 
by tax supported library service. This 
means that valley residents must 
pay a yearly fee for a library card.  
However, to encourage people to 
become members, the Nelson Library 
has lowered fees to $45 per year for an 
adult and is now offering a six-month 
membership option at $23.  All school 
age children are eligible to receive a 
free card through the Every-Child-
A-Card program and parents may 
register themselves and their children 
at the Winlaw School on the library 
evenings. 

Today, libraries are so much 

more than books.  Films, CDs, audio 
books, videos, high speed and wireless 
internet service are all available at 
the Nelson Library. Materials from 
any library in the province can be 
sent here through inter-library loan. 
An online chat reference service, 
homework help, information databases, 
and downloadable audio books are all 
available, all the time via the net. Come 
to the orientation meeting on March 26 
to learn how to order. Our first theme 
will be ‘Doing it Ourselves in the 
Valley’ with lots of books on gardening, 
landscaping, building, crafts and more. 

This pilot project is funded through 
the Community Connections provincial 
grant program and has linked School 
District No.8, the Nelson Municipal 
Library, the City of Nelson, RDCK Area 
H and the Columbia Basin Alliance for 
Literacy. For more information, call 
the Winlaw School at (250)226-7217.  
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HEALTH
Hand & Soul Healing Centre

Chiropractor, Larry Zaleski, D.C.
Mondays & Fridays - Silverton

Every other Wednesday in Winlaw or Nakusp
Counsellor/Healing Facilitator

Sue Mistretta, M.A., CCC.
358-2177 Silverton & Winlaw

 Passmore
 Laboratory Ltd.
Water Testing • Flow Measurements
CAEAL certified to test drinking water
We’re in the Valley at: 1-250-226-7339
Jennifer & Tony Yeow passlab4@netidea.com

RESTAURANT/WINE & BEER

Ann’s Natural Foods
Ann Bunka

- 358-2552 -
805 Kildare St., New Denver

• Zack Graphics & Inks •
Printer Sales ~ Discount Inkjet Cartridges
Photo Papers ~ Guaranteed Inkjet refills

eBay Marketing ~ Digitial Design

250-358-2111 • izack@telus.net
612 Josephine St. • Box 292 • New Denver, BC V0G 1S0

Beside Slocan Park Service
2976 Highway 6, Slocan Park

Wine & Beer Making Kits 
to satisfy all budgets!

Winlaw Brew-Op

5972 Cedar Creek Road, Winlaw • 226-7328

Take-Home Kits, or Brew it with Us!
Open 11:00 to 6:00 Tues. to Sat.

    WINTER HOURS
      8 AM - 9 PM

QUALITY PIZZA anytime!
265-4880
Air Conditioned

93-5th Ave. Nakusp
Non-Smoking

laceNick’s

P
Seven Days a Week!

Open Tuesday - Sunday
9 am - 4 pm

Main St. New Denver 358-2381

Specialty Coffees, Teas, 
U-Brews and Kits for Home
                    • Open Every DayNAKUSP  265-4701

Slocan Village Market
Groceries, fresh produce, fresh meat, 

Agency Liquor, organic foods, 
in-store deli, in-store bakery.

Open 7 days/week, 9 am - 8 pm
Slocan, BC • ph:355-2211 • fax: 355-2216

Lemon Creek 
Lodge & Campground

Year-round facility
Licensed Restaurant
Open Thurs - Sun

5 PM - 8 PM
1-877-970-8090 tfn

www.jonesboysboats.com
Ainsworth, British Columbia

4080 Hwy 31 N
Call: 1-877-552-6287

(250) 353-2550 Fax (250) 353-2911

HARBERCRAFT

LESTER KOENEMAN
Phone 265-3128 or

24-hour Fax 265-4808
Broadway St. Nakusp

Ph: 359-7111  Fax: 359-7587
www.playmorpower.com

Playmor Junction Hwy 6 & 3A
1043 Playmor

ENGINEERED WITH YOU IN MIND

PAULA CONRAD
HOME: (250) 358-2707

Selkirk realty
265-3635

Free Consultation

E-mail: paulaconrad@royallepage.ca
Website: www.royallepage.ca/selkirkrealty

HUB INTERNATIONAL 
BARTON 

INSURANCE 
BROKERS

For all your 
INSURANCE 

needs
265-3631

1-800-665-6010

NEW DENvER  
358-2443 358-7292

Your Local Grocer

SILvERTON

The Apple Tree 
Sandwich Shop

Soup, Sandwiches & Desserts
358-2691

Mon. - Fri. 7 A.M. - 4 P.M.
Sat. 11 A.M. - 4 P.M.

 GROCERY • HEALTH FOOD

RECREATION

PROFESSIONAL SERVICES

REAL ESTATE

Advertise in the Valley Voice. It pays!!!
Call 358-7218 for details • email: valleyvoice@netidea.com • website: www.valleyvoice.ca

BUSINESS DIRECTORY

WRITER/EDITOR

Colour/B&W Laser Printing/Copying • Digital Photography
Word processing • Scanning • Faxing • Binding • Laminating
CUSTOM CARDS • BROCHURES • CALENDARS • NEWSLETTERS

The best selection of photo cards of local views anywhere
1007 Josephine St. (Box 298), New Denver

Ph. 358-2435     essay@direct.ca     Fax 358-2607

Tammy Peitzsche
“Your Valley Realtor”
   - Competence
   - Integrity
   - Results
Free Market Evaluation
isoldit@shaw.ca
250 365-9640

• Photo Corrections • Photo Enlargements 
• Photo Restoration • Photo Printing 

• Poster Printing • Large format Printing
Jo Brown, Winlaw, BC • 250-226-7792

jbrown@wallshots.ca

¶

• Health Products, healing sessions
• New Age cards & books
• Sensual products

320 BROADWAY ST. NAKUSP  265-3188

Health Centre

¶¶ ¶¶¶

Re-Awakening

Kootenay Restorative 
Justice 

working toward 
restoring balance 

and healthy communication in 
our communities

krjustice@wegcss.org

Bosun Hall 
For all occasions with 
rates to suit your needs. 
Rentals of tables, chairs, 
dishes. Bev 358-7771 or 
carolbellbc@yahoo.ca

MASSAGE THERAPIES
Myofascial, Swedish, Lymphatic, Joint Play, Craniosacral, 

Visceral, Somatoemotion, Chakras, Nutrition etc.
MTA rates (Low income consideration)

also MSP, WCB, ICBC & care plans
Garth R. Hunter, R.M.T.

Slocan Health Clinic - Mon & Thurs • 355-2279
250-358-2364 • Mobile & Office

Oso Renewable Energy
Empowering you to harvest green, free, locally sourced energy!
Solar Hot Water, Solar Electric, Microhydro 

Back-up power - Design and Installation
A capital Investment with reliable returns

Oh so durable tools for a secure energy  future

Kip Drobish  (250) 358-2660 
www.OsoSolar.com

Susan L. Yurychuk • 250-358-6804
By Appointment Only • New Denver

myofascial release • deep tissue massage • relaxation massage

MASSAGE

Stone Massage • Deep Tissue  
Salt Glows • Mud Wraps & More

by Art Joyce
Poverty is costing society too 

much both in dollars and despair, says 
Seth Klein. 

Klein, director of the BC chapter 
of the Canadian Centre for Policy 
Alternatives (CCPA), spoke to an 
audience in the Nelson United Church 
the evening of March 4 to explain 
the organization’s plan for poverty 
reduction. Klein outlined the CCPA’s 
seven-point plan and invited audience 
support by writing letters to their MLAs 
and newspapers and signing on to the 
plan at www.bcpovertyreduction.ca. 
The event was sponsored by Nelson 
Cares Society, the Nelson Committee 
on Homelessness, the IBEW and 
several other unions. Unfortunately, 
Klein’s Castlegar and Trail speaking 
dates were cancelled due to weather 
conditions at Castlegar airport.

“We all pay for poverty,” Klein 
said. “We need to challenge the idea 
that poverty is inevitable.” 

BC has been in the grip of a 
paradox in recent years: an increase 
in poverty despite steady economic 
growth. At 13 percent, BC now holds 
the dubious distinction of having 
the highest poverty rate in Canada, 

amounting to a half million people 
living at or below the poverty line. 
(The national rate is 11 percent.) Of 
this 13 percent, only three and a half 
percent are on welfare – the rest are 
the ‘working poor’ who have full-
time jobs (sometimes two or three 
jobs) at minimum wage levels. Since 
government privatized many services, 
30 percent of contract workers report 
having to take second jobs to make 
ends meet. More than one in three 
users of food banks are children. 
Especially vulnerable are women, the 
elderly, First Nations and immigrant 
populations. 

Klein said the BC government is 
engaging in “false economy” when 
poverty reduction is measured solely 
by lower welfare caseloads. Study 
after study shows the cost of servicing 
homeless people is actually higher than 
the cost of housing them. The costs of 
servicing BC’s 12,000 homeless, 
which includes medicare, policing 
and social service agencies, is $644 
million per year or $55,000 per person. 
Women are forced to stay in or return 
to abusive relationships due to poverty 
or forced to engage in prostitution. 
Even median income families can be 

faced with the choice of buying food 
or paying the rent. Children suffer due 
to a lack of nutrition from poor diets, 
leading to more learning disabilities 
and reducing their future employment 
prospects. 

The CCPA recommends the 
government adopt the goal of reducing 
poverty by one third within four 
years, or 100,000 less people living 
below poverty line; eliminate street 
homelessness in BC within one year 
and all homelessness within two 
years. The overall target would be a 
75 percent reduction within 10 years. 
In order to do this, the government 
must set legislated targets that would 
require the lead minister responsible 
for the plan to report publicly on 
meeting progressive targets. “This is 
how you know a government is serious 
about something,” Klein explained. 
Quebec, Newfoundland, Ontario, 
Nova Scotia, and New Brunswick 
are all instituting poverty reduction 
plans. Under Premier Danny Williams’ 
leadership, Newfoundland will have a 
$10 minimum wage by next year, and 
welfare rates are higher despite a lower 
cost of living. Newfoundland once had 
a higher poverty rate than BC. 

How do we meet these goals? 
The CCPA’s seven-point plan: 1. 
Increase welfare rates by 50% and 
index to inflation; stop delaying or 
refusing welfare applications. (EI 
rates also need to be topped up, as 
they are at an historic low. Only 40 
percent of applicants get benefits 
compared with 80 percent a decade 
ago.) 2. Make work pay by bringing 
minimum wage up to $10 and index 
to inflation; improve enforcement of 
employment standards. Since 2002 
the Employment Standards branch 
has been gutted and laws relaxed, 
especially in the farm workers sector. 
The CCPA study determined that a 
living wage in Vancouver would be 
$16.74, in Victoria $16.39. 3. Provide 
employment support for marginalized 
groups such as immigrants and First 
Nations communities. 4. Deal with 
the housing crisis by building over 
2000 units of social housing per year 
as was done under past provincial 
governments. 5. Implement high 
quality, universal, publicly funded 
early learning and childcare. The 
second most expensive cost for 
families after shelter is childcare. 6. 
Support post-secondary training and 

education by increasing availability 
of student grants and loans and better 
access for welfare recipients. 7. 
Expand home support and residential 
care services for seniors and people 
with disabilities and mental illness. 

The cost to implement the plan: 
$2.4 billion, or about 6% of provincial 
budget, only 1.3% of provincial GDP. 
“We can afford this. We can pay now, 
or pay later with the social costs,” 
said Klein. 

With the current economic slump 
there’s the risk poverty in BC could 
deepen. Yet in a recent Environics 
poll, 87 percent of British Columbians 
said now is the time to commit to 
poverty reduction in Canada and the 
province. And political candidates, 
listen up: 77 percent said they’d be 
more likely to support a party that 
commits to poverty reduction than one 
that doesn’t. Over 250 organizations 
across province have signed onto 
the plan. Klein urged the audience to 
sign the Open Letter to BC Politicians 
found at www.bcpovertyreduction.ca.

“Our hope is that if we build this 
call up enough, candidates in this 
election will feel the pressure to adopt 
the policy.” 

CCPA’s Seth Klein visits Nelson to advocate provincial poverty reduction plan
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Now open 
at 501 
Harold 

Street in 
Slocan! 

 Petite 0’s 
to Curvey 

3XL ! 

Tuesdays - 
Saturdays 

10 am - 
5 pm

Clothing & Art Gallery

250-355-0040

by Jan McMurray
An excellent meal and a bit of 

gaming fun made the Slocan Valley 
Legion’s St. Paddy’s Casino Night 
on March 14 well worth attending. 

The buffet dinner was absolutely 
beautiful and utterly delicious. In 
keeping with the casino theme, 
the many types of salads were 
presented in the shape of hearts, 
diamonds, spades and clubs. Hot 
entrees included a roast of beef, 
cabbage rolls, mashed potatoes and 
string beans. Everyone went back for 
seconds before helping themselves 
to a scrumptious piece of Fomi’s 
chocolate cake.

The meal was prepared by Pat 
and Peggy Ashton. Most of us know 
them as the owners of Mountain 
Valley Station in Slocan, but they 
are also professional cooks. The 
couple ran a catering business out 
of a Legion hall in Peachland before 
moving to Slocan. 

Pat and Peggy have also done 
the cooking at several other Legion 
events, such as the New Year’s Eve 
bash, so don’t miss out on the next 
opportunity to enjoy a wonderful 
meal at the Slocan Legion Hall. 

Pat is also the current president 
of the Slocan Valley Legion.

Gaming included the Crown 
and Anchor Wheel, Over/Under 
Seven Wheel, Black Jack, and Texas 
Hold ’Em.

Great food, great fun at Slocan Legion’s St. Paddy’s event

by Katrine Campbell
Slocan’s newest business 

carries clothes to suit every woman, 
says Urban Rags owner Colleen 
Alderliesten. 

“It’s for everybody. We’re trying 
to make it so when women come 
in, no matter what their lifestyle is, 
they’ll be able to find something to 
wear.”

Her 1,200 square-foot showroom 
across from the Legion Hall on 
Harold Street is “loaded full of 
clothes and we’re always bringing 
in new stuff.” 

The stock ranges from blue 
jeans to dresses, with blouses, shoes, 
accessories, Indian imports, crystal 
and gemstone jewellery,  Pilates 
wear, purses and vinyl wall art. 
There is a full line of hemp clothing, 
and the Pilates wear is made from 
Turkish organic cotton. “It’s not 
all environmentally friendly,” says 
Alderliesten, “but at least half the 
store is.”

Urban Rags covers all the size 
bases, too – from 0 to 3X. 

Business has been good, and 
“the town’s been great. I’ve got lots 
of locals coming in.”

But there’s another side to the 
store – Alderliesten sees it as a place 
for women to network. “How do we 
get to know each other? How do we 
know who’s out there?” 

Urban Rags now in Slocan City
On the last Friday of every 

month, every woman in the valley 
is welcome to show up and talk 
about what they’re doing, about their 
services or businesses or ideas.

And, if you’re at a crossroads 
in your life, Joanne Hughes may be 
able to help you. Alderliesten says 
Hughes is a ‘passion test facilitator.’ 

“We all want things in our 
lives. When she takes you through 

your list, you realize the things you 
thought were most important are 
the least important. She [helps you] 
break them down to the five top 
passions in your life. Then you ask 
yourself, what do you have to do to 
achieve these?”

For more information on the 
store, the networking or the passion 
facilitating, call Urban Rags at 
355-0040.

submitted
Kids are invited to a special pre-

easter event coming up in the Slocan 

Easter bunny is out there somewhere in the Slocan Valley
Valley. On Sunday, April 5, Slocan 
Valley Recreation and the Grade 12 
class from Mt. Sentinel School will 

be hosting the seventh annual Easter 
Bunny Hop at the Passmore Senior’s 
Lodge. There’ll be a variety of Easter 
bunnies leading in games, Easter 
crafts, a bunny snack and of course, 
the Easter Egg hunt.

The Mt. Sentinel students will be 
running all the activities during the 
afternoon with the help of a senior or 
two. Kids of all ages are welcome to 

come join in the fun, so parents bring 
the young ones and grandparents grab 
the grandkids, because we want you 
all there. 

Last year a huge crowd of kids 
showed up to everyone’s delight. To 
help event organizers, pre-registration 
is mandatory and must be done by 
April 1.

The event begins at 1:00 pm and 

the admission for the event is $5 per 
child with proceeds going to Grade 
12 grad class. The Passmore Lodge 
is located on the Old Passmore Road 
which runs parallel to Highway 6. 
Watch for some colourful signs.

It promises to be a multi-
generational afternoon to remember. 
Contact Slocan Valley Recreation at 
226-0008 if you’re planning to attend.

Pat and Peggy Ashton put on an excellent meal for the Slocan Valley Legion’s 
St. Paddy’s Casino Night on March 14.

Jessica Pieszko and Shianne Gullackson shop at the newly opened Urban 
Rags in Slocan City.


