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Record turnout to Nakusp’s Citizens of the Year Awards
by Jan McMurray
This year’s Rotary Citizens of
the Year Awards reception in Nakusp
had the largest turnout ever. More
than 100 people came out to honour
Hannah Holden, youth citizen of the
year; Shirley Wyatt, citizen of the year;
Marilyn Massey, lifetime achievement
citizen of the year; and Lois Lillies,
the first person ever to be honoured
posthumously at this event.
Terri McLeod, MC, thanked
everyone for coming to celebrate the
award recipients – people who believed
enough in a cause to get involved for the
betterment of the community.
Bill Tobey, president elect, spoke
about the importance of volunteerism,
and the good work and success of Rotary
Club International. He recognized
the award recipients as “incredible
volunteers for Nakusp” and thanked all
the volunteers in the community.
Misty Crosby-Bone, president of
Nakusp’s Rotary Club, congratulated
the award recipients. “You truly
exemplify our motto – Service above
Self,” she said.
Mayor Karen Hamling thanked
the Rotary Club for the invitation to
this event, as she truly appreciates the
opportunity to personally thank people
for their community work. “We’re
extremely blessed in this community
with the high energy of the people.
Everything counts to make this village
the marvellous place that it is.”
Area K Director Paul Peterson
said the fact these three women were
being honoured told him a lot about
them. “They are givers; when they see
a need, they fill it,” he said. “It’s not that
profound to just say thank you, but that’s
what’s in my heart – a true thank you
and congratulations to all three of you.”
MP Jim Abbott was very pleased to
attend and honour the three citizens of
the year, but also to pay tribute to Rotary,
“a major mover and shaker around the
world.” He thanked Kori Lynn Crosby,
Rotary Interact Club member from
Nakusp, for the time she phoned him in
Ottawa and was “really ticked” because
someone had indicated to her that she
was not important enough to talk to him
because she wasn’t of voting age. Abbott
said that small communities might
think they’re on their own during these
troubled economic times, but that almost
$3 million from the federal treasury
had come to this area recently. “We’re
trying to work together as partners to

get through this; these three women
exemplify what it takes to get through
this,” he said.
Sue Paterson spoke for Hannah
Holden. “The honourees exemplify the
busy, giving people we all aspire to be,”
she said. “When I can’t find time to go
to yoga, Hannah Holden finds the time
to change the world.”
Paterson gave a brief glimpse
into the life of Hannah – a grade 12
student, winner of a prestigious Loran
scholarship, and an aspiring doctor.
Hannah has many family commitments,
is very active in her church and is a
Rotary Interact Club member. That
day, she had participated in the Great
Canadian Geography Challenge at the
school, had been elected co-captain of
the soccer team, and was nominated
Most Valuable Player – “and that
was just this afternoon’s work,” said
Paterson. At school, Hannah is on the
volleyball, basketball and soccer teams,
the grad executive, and is a member of
O Ambassadors and the Sustainability
Club. She is active in drama and is
very talented musically as well. “I have
said this many times before and will
probably say it many times again – in
my 30 years as an educator, I have never
had the honour of working with such a
fine person.”
Hannah thanked Sue, and
commented, “This community really
empowers people and I don’t think
I would be where I am without this
community backing me.”
Coleen Guidon spoke for Shirley
Wyatt, who has served the Royal
Canadian Legion for 42 years in Salmo
and Nakusp. In her 27 years with the
Nakusp Legion, she set up the hall for
bingo every Thursday and was in charge
of the Robbie Burns dinners for many
years. She organized the Year of the
Vet event, finding all the veterans from
Silverton to Trout Lake. Chairperson
of the poppy committee, Shirley raised
more than $5,000. She and her husband,
Dave, delivered meals on wheels for
many years. She has volunteered at
Halcyon Home and has looked after
the Red Cross equipment. In 2001, she
received the Legionnaire of the Year
Award. She is a member of the Senior
Citizens group, the United Church and
the Red Hat Ladies. “She is quick to
respond if someone needs a helping
hand,” said Guidon. “She is always
there to give people a ride or a meal.
She is truly deserving of the Citizen of
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the Year Award.”
Shirley began her address by saying,
“I love this community and have ever
since my first husband brought me here
in 1951.” She said he told her the road
was paved and there were streetcars in
Nakusp, and this was a family joke for
years. “I still haven’t seen any streetcars,
but the road got paved,” she said. She
thanked Rotary – “such a wonderful
organization and about the only one
I haven’t joined” – and said Nakusp
would be “in dire straits” without
Rotary and the Legion. She added, “I
couldn’t have done all this volunteer
work without the wonderful husband I
have today.”
Marilyn Boxwell spoke for Marilyn
Massey. “She is an outstanding scholar
in music and a very special person,”
said Boxwell. A child prodigy, Marilyn
Massey, at three years old, listened in
on her mother’s piano students and
could play what she had heard. By the
time she was a high school graduate,
she was accomplished in piano, violin
and voice. She earned a scholarship
to attend the University of Toronto,
and also studied music at London
England’s Royal Academy and the
University of Calgary. Her impressive
music career included being a member
of four symphony orchestras. When
she moved to Nakusp to look after
her aging mother, she opened a music

studio and has set many young people
on musical career paths. She had 15
students before she even arrived in
town, thanks to the Brown family. She
also began developing the Arrow Lakes
Arts Council’s concert series. It is thanks
to Marilyn that so many internationally
recognized artists have performed in
Nakusp over the last 20 years. She is
piano accompanist at her church, and
conductor of the Lakeside Singers and
the community choir. Her fundraising
efforts have resulted in the purchase of
a grand piano for the Bonnington, and
she is now working on fundraising for a
piano for the auditorium. She is involved
with Mirror Theatre and the school
drama group, and is a member of the
Nakusp and Area Development Board
and the Cultural Community of Nakusp
and Area Society. “She has the desire to
be of service to others,” said Boxwell.
Marilyn Massey thanked the Rotary
Club, congratulated Shirley and Hannah,
and said she has enjoyed Nakusp very
much. “My passion is music and I
wish you all to have the same kind of
passion,” she said.
Terri McLeod then called up the
Lillies family and announced that for the
first time, someone had been nominated
posthumously, and the nomination
committee and the Rotary Club had
agreed to present an award in memory
of Lois Lillies.

Lois’ daughter said Lois would have
been truly humbled by this recognition.
“She took on causes and got the job
done. She would have wondered what
all the fuss was about.”
Mayor Hamling thanked Rotary
for doing this for the first time. “Lois
was a true lady,” she said. She was a
member of the Kinette Club, worked at
the Chamber, was involved in the first
tourism study, and taught the SuperHost
course. Mayor Hamling said she is often
reminded of Lois, and remembered her
as someone who always provided lots
of fun and laughs.

Lois Lillies received a posthumous
award for her many years of selfless
volunteer service.

Nakusp’s Citizens of the Year, Hannah Holden, youth citizen of the year; Shirley Wyatt, citizen of the year; Marilyn Massey,
lifetime achievement citizen of the year, were honoured at a celebration, April 18, 2009, held at the Nakusp Arena.
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Kootenay West candidates weigh in on key election issues
Environment: Climate change
is a reality. And only the BC Liberals
have a rational and comprehensive
approach to climate change and the
environment. The BC NDP have
abandoned all reason when it comes
to climate change, opposing measures
that are advocated by leading climate
change scientists.

Brenda Binnie,
Liberal

The three major issues in this
campaign are the economy, health care
and the environment.
Economy: Clearly the economy
is the key issue in this election and the
question for the voters in BC is: “Which
party is best able to manage BC’s
economy in these trying times?” We
are facing unprecedented challenges
with the global economic crisis and we
in BC are not immune from this crisis.
We need strong capable leadership of
the kind that has been provided over
the last eight years by the BC Liberal
government as we go forward.
Health Care: Over the last eight
years the BC Liberal government
has made significant investments in
and improvements to the health care
system. Wait times have been reduced,
investment in home care and home
support has increased by 61%, hospice
beds have increased by 382%, among
other improvements. Over the next
three years, 90% of all budgeted new
spending will go into health care. This
will bring health care spending to $17.5
billion by 2012.

corporations.
Health care continues to be an
issue in this region, with seniors the
hardest hit. Since 2001 we have lost 232
long-term care beds and 42% of acute
care beds as well. Our regional hospital
is regularly over capacity. Home
support cuts need to be restored and
preventative health must be a priority.
Issues such as poverty, affordable
housing, child care, minimum wage,
education, post secondary and
apprenticeship training are equally of
concern. Liberal cuts have resulted in
the highest child poverty rate in the
country for the fifth year in a row and
the greatest increase of homelessness.

Katrine Conroy,
NDP

The economy is an issue
because of the Liberal government’s
mismanagement. We see the highest
job losses in Canada – 80,000 full-time
jobs lost since December, over 30,000
alone in the forest industry – while this
government has done nothing. We will
support workers and communities and
revitalize and modernize the industry.
Our plan takes back control of the
public forests and ends policies that
benefit only the big forest corporations.
Our Green Bond will support the
environment while being an economic
stimulant benefiting everyone. And we
will not give away your children’s and
grandchildren’s heritage by selling your
water, land and power rights to private

projects in our health care system.
Education: We need to stop the
continued commercialization of our
schools. The curriculum needs to
be adjusted to focus on fostering
physically active youth with solid
career skills. Abolition of tuition fees
must be a major priority.
Jobs: Industry in BC has taken
many hard hits during the reign of the
BC Liberals. We need to stop raw log
exports and re-open mills on this side
of the border as government run union
mills. There must be plant closure
legislation to ensure all closing plants
are brought under government control
and jobs are maintained.
The Communist Party of British
Columbia is committed to these goals.
The needs of the people of British
Columbia have been long forgotten by
our other parties, and it is time for a
progressive stand.

Zachary Crispin,
Communist
We must act immediately to
protect and strengthen our health care,
education, and jobs.
Health Care: The health care
system in BC needs radical restructuring
on both the organizational and working
levels. In a riding like Kootenay West
we need public not-for-profit clinics in
every town, increased funding for local
hospitals and an immediate end to P3

Andy Morel,
Green

The three most important issues for
this provincial campaign are: economy/
re-education, environment and health

care.
Economy/Re-education: Many
of our Kootenay West communities are
dependent on single industry economies.
We continue to ride the unsettling waves
of boom and bust. This pattern must
be changed. Reconfiguring our local
and regional economies to focus on
our strengths and on emerging trends
is an imperative. A sampling of Green
economic reforms includes: 1) reducing
taxes on clean industries; 2) reforming
the tax structure to favour local valueadded industries; 3) increasing “green
collar” training programs and student
spaces in tech institutions; 4) creating a
green venture capital fund to stimulate
local green industry.
Environment: Greens believe that
a healthy environment and responsible
resource use is essential for healthy
communities and a strong economy.
Focusing on the sustainability of
natural resources, the reduction of toxic
pollutants and protection for our natural
ecosystems is critical to our future
generations. Restoring public and local
governmental control over resource
use, development and the protection of
ecosystems is a priority.
Health Care: Improving the health
of BC citizens provides the basis for
many Green policies. Making wellness
and prevention a strong focus while
ensuring adequate support for emergency
care, acute illness and those in need,
is a strong Green vision. Key Green
policy directions would include: 1)
24/7 medical clinics in rural areas; 2)
increased training opportunities for acute
and preventative care professionals; 3)
healthy living initiatives; 4) expansion of
home support and home care programs.
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Nelson-Creston candidates outline most important issues
of the mining and forest industries.
Especially in our smaller communities,
we need to have jobs so that our
children have opportunities at home.

committed to bold steps in various
sectors, including transportation,
focusing on green builds, energy
sources and holding big polluters to
account. This holistic approach will
not only foster a better planet, but it
will also increase the number of jobs
within our community.

Dave Duncan,
Conservative

Two issues stand out front and
centre in this election.
Health care: We need a regional
hospital with a location that makes
sense. Our regional hospital in Trail
is in the far corner of our region –
a two-hour drive for people from
Kaslo and New Denver. I believe
that first, some of the operating
rooms and the Intensive Care Unit at
Kootenay Lake Hospital in Nelson
need to be re-established. Then plans
must move quickly ahead to build a
regional hospital right at the junction
or at another suitable location at
the geographic centre of the health
service area.
I also believe that every
community needs 24/7 access to
emergency services.
Job security and creation: We
need a balanced economy, where
mining, forestry and tourism coexist and are equally promoted. The
forest industry needs to be re-tooled,
starting with a big investment into
the marketing of our wood. Although
we have the world’s largest smelter
in Trail, we are not supplying it with
much ore. There needs to be a lot
of effort put into the development

Independent Power Projects
(IPPs): Currently over 120 BC rivers
and waterways have been sold and
550 water license applications are in
process. Glacier and Howser Creeks
are just a few examples. We know this
is just the beginning; these projects
threaten our environment, water
sources and take public power out
of public hands. Michelle and the BC
NDP will foster community power
initiatives that involve and benefit
local residents and businesses, and
allow local governments and First
Nations to once again have oversight
over power generation projects in
their communities.
Health Care: Expansion of
infrastructure is important; however,
the BC NDP is committed to
expanding the numbers health care
staff and services within our region.
We also need to care for our seniors
with increases in home care and
support services in our communities.
Climate Change: We have

submitted
Voters have more opportunities to
vote in this election than ever before.
They can vote on general voting day,
May 12, or on any of the advance voting
days, May 6 through May 9, between 8
am and 8 pm.
If voters expect to be away in May,
they can vote in one of the province’s
90 district electoral offices on weekdays
between 9 am and 5 pm, Saturdays
between 10 am and 4 pm, or they can
vote by mail.
All voters are required to prove
their identity and residential address.

Any one of a BC Driver’s License, BC
Identification Card or Certificate of
Indian Status is acceptable. Otherwise,
two pieces of ID must be shown, at
least one of which shows the voter’s
residential address.
Voters will receive one ballot to elect
a Member of the Legislative Assembly,
and one for the referendum on electoral
reform.
Information on the May 2009
General Election and Referendum on
Electoral Reform is available on the
Elections BC website, or by calling tollfree 1-800-661-8683.

Michelle
Mungall, NDP

Independent Power Projects
(IPPs): I am pleased that people
are vigilant on independent power
projects - our experience with the
Columbia River Treaty has shown
that we need to be vigilant. We
also know that if ‘run of the river’
projects are developed with careful
consideration while protecting the
fish, the environment and community
issues, they can be beneficial to our
community by supporting jobs and
creating taxation. As your MLA, I
will work to ensure that we never
compromise short term jobs for our

3

children’s future.
Health Care: Even though the
BC Liberals have increased health
care spending by 70% since 2001,
it continues to be a major concern
for local residents. Support for the
main floor renovations and CT scan
for the Nelson Hospital is a longawaited improvement. The next
step is to secure surgical support
for ER doctors, while continuing
to support the improvements to
ambulatory care, and ambulance
service that will sustain the smaller
rural communities.

Josh Smienk,
Liberal

Economy and Jobs: Keeping
people working is one of the best
ways to support families and
communities. The BC Liberal plan
to invest $14 billion in projects that
are ‘shovel ready’ and have been
planned, will provide these jobs.
One local example is the $15 million
Nelson Hospital improvements,
which will create over 100 jobs and
bring much needed improvements.
The forest industry was the first to
be hit by the global economic crisis.
I have been working with community
members to keep logs harvested in
our backyards processed locally. This
means an operating sawmill for the
Kaslo/Meadow Creek area as one
of my goals

British Columbians urged to vote

Josh Smienk - Proven Leadership
Talk with Josh!
Experienced, Dedicated, Involved - for YOU!
Contact Josh at 250-352-3295 or hqbclib@telus.net

www.joshsmienk.com
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OPINION

Consider longterm care beds

Despite the fact that seniors and
persons with disabilities continue to
be an ever-increasing percentage of
the population, we have not seen any
real and tangible increase in publicly
funded, non-profit, long-term care beds.
Seniors are waiting longer for long-term
care and some are essentially living
in acute-care hospital beds, many for
months at a time.
To compound the shortage of beds,
seniors continually face difficult living
situations in many residential care
facilities. Transfers to the emergency
department are commonplace,
due to reduced numbers of trained
professionals and lack of co-ordinated
and standardized training to assist with
proper nutrition, changes in health,
activity and motion, and falls prevention.
Increasing home support to offer 24hour publicly funded care will increase
the numbers of seniors who may be
able to live independently and safely
within their own home and decrease
the wait times for long-term care beds.
Increased numbers of beds, more direct
nursing care hours per patient, and more
well-trained, multi-disciplinary staff
teams are essential to ensuring seniors
and persons with disabilities receive
the quality of health care they deserve
and need.
I urge members of the public to
consider this issue and bring it forward
to your MLA candidates at your local
all-candidates meetings.
Jessie Renzie, RN
Procter

Save IPPs

There is growing concern in BC
that an NDP election victory would
leave independent green energy power
projects dead in the water and take all of
the jobs and clean, renewable electricity
these projects create with them.
In charting a policy course against
independent green energy projects, the
NDP are foolishly ignoring prominent
environmentalists like David Suzuki
and Tzeporah Berman, First Nations and
numerous energy experts, all of whom

have spoken in support of these projects
and the key role they have to play in the
fight against global climate change.
Instead, the NDP have chosen to
fall into lockstep with an aggressive,
well-orchestrated misinformation
campaign against independent green
energy projects being spread by vested
interest groups like COPE 378 and
others. I invite your readers in Slocan,
Arrow Lakes and North Kootenay Lake
valleys to view our responses to the
pervasive myths and misinformation
being spread against clean, renewable
green energy projects in B.C. at www.
greenenergybc.ca/myths.html. We also
have several short videos on the subject
posted on YouTube www.youtube.com/
GreenEnergyBC and on our website
www.greenenergybc.ca.
BC needs new sources of clean
electricity, now and for future
generations. It’s that simple!
Bruce Sanderson
BC Citizens for Green Energy
Burnaby, BC

Vote yes to STV

On May 12 vote yes for BC STV.
Watching politics evolve in Northern
Ireland has convinced me that we should
adopt this voting system. Under STV,
the most hardened Republican Catholic
faction has learned to work in a power
sharing arrangement with the most
pro-British protestant faction. And yes,
there is a lone Green Party member of
the assembly, but so is there an elected
independent health campaigner as well.
Under STV, which is now used in
municipal elections in Northern Ireland
and Scotland too, all points of view are
represented at the governing table. As
a Regional District Director I have to
obtain Board support for any policies
and resolutions that I put forward for
my Area and for the District as a whole.
Thus Directors learn to work together
to find ideas and policies that will be
supported by a majority of those rural
and municipal Directors assembled.
Imagine a BC legislature where,
instead of a “permanent government
majority” and “continual opposition,”
the government of the day had to
constantly strive to ensure majority

EDITORIAL / LETTERS POLICY

The Valley Voice welcomes letters to the editor and community news
articles from our readers.
Letters and articles should be no longer than 500 words and may be
edited. We reserve the right to reject any submitted material.
Please mark your letter “LETTER TO THE EDITOR.” Include your
address and daytime phone number for verification purposes.
We will not knowingly publish any letter that is defamatory or libelous.
We will not publish anonymous letters or letters signed with pseudonyms,
except in extraordinary circumstances.
Opinions expressed in published letters are those of the author and not
necessarily those of the Valley Voice.
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member support. Imagine a provincial
government under constant scrutiny
– one that has to come up with the
best ideas to satisfy a majority of its
members. Imagine electing someone
who has different ideas and who can stir
things up in the legislature.
On May 12 help create an election
system that will better reflect the values
and views of all BC residents and
citizens. On May 12 vote yes to BC STV.
Andy Shadrack, Director Area D
Regional District Central Kootenay

Working to
keep Jumbo
wild

The Valley Voice published
Rowena Eloise’s open letter to Carole
James on April 8, 2009. The letter
asks Carole James to respond to
concerns about the proposed Jumbo
Glacier Resort (JGR). As the NDP
candidate for the Nelson-Creston
Constituency, I would like to take
the time to respond to this important
issue.
I feel that local people are the
best people to decide what they want
in their backyards. That means that
the decision for any development
must respect the processes for local
government decision-making. If the
Regional District of East Kootenay
determines that JGR is inappropriate
and undesirable for the region, the
NDP supports that.
Over the last five years, I have
done much research to learn about
Jumbo Pass and the proposed resort.
Along with biologists and ecologists,
I have spoken with several small
businesses and tourism operators
about JGR. They are not in favour
of this development because it will
negatively impact the environment
so integral to small scale backcountry
tourism. Many businesses say that
JGR is out-of-place for our region and
fails to offer the type of experience to
the tourists interested in our region.
Additionally, the majority of jobs it
will offer are low-waged.
Consequently, JGR will do
tremendous ecological damaged for
an unlikely profit, and it will hurt our
local economy.
As the representative for NelsonCreston, I commit to working for a
Jumbo Wild. I am happy to say that
I have considerable support from my
NDP colleagues, including Carole
James. Please visit my websites,
www.michellemungall.com and
michellemungall.bcndp.ca.
Michelle Mungall, NDP candidate
Nelson-Creston

			

Front page
shocker

I must say it was shocking to
see two men featured on your front
page (8 April issue) who have not
ever been sympathetic to each other’s
causes and who have both represented
exceedingly narrow interests, one of
a political nature, the other involving
a personal agenda. Both are in classes
by themselves and contrary to popular
public opinion don’t represent much
that’s worth writing home about.
Evans will stand by and watch BC’s
rivers and streams be taken down the
IPP tubes while refusing to consider
an amalgamation of the NDP with the
Greens to defeat the Liberals to the end
of ridding us of their badly misguided
IPP policy. Party is apparently more
important than our natural heritage and
publicly held resources. That casts Mr.
Evans with all the other skullduggery
politicians who ever came down the
pike to do us no good and demonstrates
an egregious failure to do the right thing
for the people of BC.
Interestingly, it’s a charge that’s
been levied against him before and one
he has steadfastly refused to publicly
address. Well, he’s the one who will have
to sleep with it, nobody else.
And Mr. Evans has also been in
hibernation on Jumbo Pass, another
issue that’s obviously of crucial interest
to the people about which he’s decided
that silence is the better part of valour.
And what about Slocan Valley domestic
watersheds? Mr. Evans never lifted
a finger to help citizens sustain the
integrity of these drainages and protect
their water supplies.
D e s p i t e M r. H a m m o n d ’s
condescending use of the environmental
movement’s terminology, language, and
conceptual expressions, let us be clear,
he is a logger. Period. His planning
system for logging is admittedly better
than industry practices (removes fewer
trees) but its expense meant it was not
ever going to be adopted anyway, much
to Mr. Hammond’s financial chagrin.
But ya gotta give him credit, he hasn’t
quit trying.
We are fortunate that a combination
of public protest, a softwood lumber
tariff and a collapsing US economy have
kept the loggers from our watersheds,
which certainly would not have been
the case had it been left up to the likes
of Messrs. Evans and Hammond.
So on the one hand we have a
politician whose life’s work was to
dress himself in sheep’s clothing while
aggrandizing his do-nothing-reallyimportant party and on the other we have
a logger who has disingenuously tried to
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co-opt the environmental movement’s
lingua franca for the sake of his personal
economic success, and who have never
gotten along with one another because
of their conflicting agendas.
But your front page was a fine
poetic statement about how not to do
things, fine indeed.
Fewer people buy the public story
than either they or you apparently think.
Eyes wide shut, they’ve fooled nobody
but themselves.
Sean Rooney
Vallican

Election on his
mind...

The upcoming provincial election
has been weighing heavily on my mind
of late. Here’s my two cents worth.
The Liberals remind me too much
of the former Social Credit. They’re
stuck on the premise that tax breaks,
deregulation and privatization are the
way to go, despite clear evidence those
policies (Reaganomics) are what got us
into the financial mess were in today.
What’s more, their local candidate
seems oblivious to the fact his party is
wholly responsible for the decimation
of health care in this region. He says
this is not the time for experiments and
we should stay the course. Quite simply
put, I don’t like the course we’re on. A
recent excursion to Vancouver made
that poignantly clear to me. Anyone
who thinks we’re on the right path ought
go walk the streets of Vancouver for a
couple of weeks. Clearly new ideas and
approaches are desperately needed!
Then there’s the NDP. While I
don’t buy the scare tactics the Liberals,
and their supporters, are propagating
about the NDP (they’re no more left
than the federal Liberals, and are by no
means socialists) history demonstrates
they’re far more interested in appearing
electable, than in protecting traditional
NDP principles, such as healthcare,
education, environment, workers rights
and sustainable development. Besides,
every time they’ve come to power,
they’re quick to kow-tow to business
interests in order to maintain their soft,
middle of the road support.
The Greens are no better. One look
at their social and economic platforms
and I have to wonder why they don’t
call themselves “Green Conservatives.”
I don’t get it. If they really want to be
elected, when are they going to develop
realistic socioeconomic policies?
Party politics period, is a problem.
Even if one of these parties produces
a good candidate, that candidate is
compromised by their party platform.
Wholly dependent on their party’s
continued on page 5
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continued from page 4
support to run, they don’t dare disagree
or challenge their party. In the end,
it’s not the person we vote for, but the
organization behind them!
Even the referendum on the Single
Transferable Vote (STV) electoral
system flusters. Canada’s major
governance issue, both nationally
and provincially, is balancing the
concentrated population against the
large geography. STV will do little to
create such balance. The majority of
votes will still come from urban centres,
while rural areas will continue to have
little influence. On the upside, a strong
vote in favour of STV will ultimately
reduce the chances of any party, left
or right, ever forming a majority, and
prevent any one party from riding
roughshod over the citizenry. Still, it will
be the cities that control things.
All this considered, I’m apt to vote
for the first independent who comes
along with a social conscience, simply
because, in these tough economic
times, social issues are foremost on my
list. If such a candidate does not come
along, then I’ll have to vote for change,
because it is time, and in favour of the
STV, because it will prevent the sort of
carte-blanche governance that majorities
enable.
Will Webster
Kaslo

Bring along
your apples and
oranges

Through highly charged emotions
of elation and tears, Mayor Dooley
declared his Kootenay Lake Hospital
(KLH) renovation team persevered
with their plans despite “community
pressures,” at the recent ceremony
announcing the $15.3M KLH plan. In
truth, “community pressures” are more
imagined than real: no one takes issue
with the proposed renovation. The
KLH renovations are wonderful for the
community.
Real “community pressures”
stem from two facts: firstly, in 2002,
unelected IHA officials instituted topdown policies for our health care
system. They wrote rules which are
unsustainable for patients locally, while
forcing ER doctors to work without a
safety net. Local citizens feel alienated:
medical staff, discouraged. Secondly,
Health Task Force (HTF) and front line
doctor’s recommendations to improve
patient safety were consistently ignored.
Last fall, with no progress being
made on the patient safety front, Nelson
doctors and the HTF combined forces,
taking their concerns public.
There is no real conflict between
the renovations and the issue of patient
safety: like apples and oranges – they
are just not comparable.
The HTF thinks positively of the
renovations (“the apples”). Doctors
don’t oppose them. Renovations look
to a bright future: of bricks and mortar,
a better working environment.
However, the KLH renovations
proposal does not address patient safety.
They don’t include a resident surgeon
or ICU beds – the CT scanner isn’t
scheduled to be operational until 2011/2.
The HTF/ER doctors advocate

for services now: a surgeon, an ICU
and a temporary CT scanner. United
in obtaining optimal patient safety,
their aim is to relieve ER doctors
of the daily stresses they encounter.
The HTF believes investing in the
infrastructure of people and services, is
as just as important to society as building
structures – they are the “oranges.”
Like any engineer ’s use of
measuring tools, an ICU, CT and
surgeon are essential tools in every ER
doctor’s best practice – take a look at
comparable communities throughout
BC. Leasing a temporary CT scanner
also allows doctors to diagnose seriously
ill patients now: patients, doctors cannot
afford the wait.
The problem has now escalated
beyond patient safety issues. The
viability of our ER is at stake. Seven
GPs have left the ER since 2006, plus
two ER doctors – another two leaving by
August. If ER conditions don’t improve,
others say they, too, will consider
leaving, creating a tipping point, and
possible loss of 24-hour care at KLH
ER. The next government could show
us goodwill by designating KLH as
a level 2 Hospital – and thereby save
everybody money.
Now the HTF and Nelson doctors
are working together drawing public
attention about continuing health safety
issues to provincial leaders. That is
where we are at now. We think this is
what democracy is about.
So show people there is a difference:
support patient safety, your ER doctors
and the renovations. Bring along your
apples and oranges to the Health Care
Forum from 7-9 pm at the Hume on
April 30th.
We’ll donate them to “Our Daily
Bread.”
Find out more and sign the petition:
http://nelsonhealthtaskforce.org/news.
html.
Glyn Humphries, Chair,
Nelson and Area Health Task Force

Does Nakusp
need water
metering?

It seems council has gone ahead
with ‘in camera’ meetings to determine
the fate of Nakusp, without public input
on an issue that affects many citizens
both in and out of the village boundary.
There is great concern being raised by
the decision to implement and enforce
a water metering program.
Studies on options of how to read
water meters should not be the first point
of information to the public. Don’t you
think that seeking public opinion and
the effect upon a financially struggling
population should be considered? This
issue has been on the table in the past
and was turned down by councils who
discovered that metering the water was
not the answer to the problems of water
shortage that existed then, and it will not
solve the same problem now.
The problem is the inadequate
system, not the shortage of water. We
are a village surrounded by water. If
we’re going to spend money, would
it not be a better decision to invest in
accessing our local abundance of water
and ensuring an adequate system to
purify and distribute it?

At a time we are facing a recession
that is far reaching beyond our region,
is this the time we should be creating
more debt that will equate to more
taxes? Has there been a background
study on the trend of current and future
demographics of rural areas whose main
industry has collapsed? Are we likely to
be a community of retirees on a fixed
income when we do not have an industry
that supports families? The declining
population should be considered at a
time like this.
Should we perhaps be looking to
build upon a new industry of tourism?
Our greatest asset we own (to date) is not
the arena, as Mayor Hamling previously
stated, but rather our hot springs and the
water systems we live upon.
I have to question the thinking and
underlying agenda of the council charged
with making informed decisions for our
community and village when they do not
appear to be looking at the long-term
consequences. Actions speak of personal
agenda and shortsighted thinking.
Perhaps we should be holding a vote of
confidence to solicit an understanding of
how the citizens of Nakusp are thinking.
It may be important to know that the
word on the street is not favourable
[towards] this ruling council’s agenda
and logic.
Please reconsider your decisions
about water meters and selling our hot
springs. Seek knowledge on what is
possible for the taxpaying community
and what is valued by tourists. Consider
also the long term effects on the value
of property in Nakusp. Will potential
property owners who look to have a
rural life experience choose to live in a
community where everything we need
is metered, taxed and controlled? Let’s
be smart and look at all the options and
have open discussions with the people
affected before you make decisions that
affect the people.
Let’s be known as a place that lives
up to the standards of democracy! This
means that we adhere to the main two
principles of democracy. The first is that
all members of the society have a voice
or equal access to power, and the second
that all members enjoy universally
recognized freedoms and liberties.
John Pazurik
Nakusp

Response to
meeting at
school about
WiFi

On April 9 a group of parents, the
school board, teachers, and a school
district technician met to explore the
pros and cons of introducing wireless
internet access (WiFi) in the Lucerne
School. WiFi uses similar microwaves
as do cell phones.
Ironically WiFi systems are being
removed throughout the world for health
reasons. This global schizophrenic
approach to new technology is puzzling.
I think we can safely assume that
biological organisms and natural laws
function similarly throughout the world!
Alistair Skey, the technician who
installs WiFi systems, trivialized the health
concerns. He based this largely on the
fact that there have been no BC Workers
Compensation claims for damages caused
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by WiFi and that no coroner’s report has
given microwave radiation from wireless
communication gadgets as the cause
of death. I cannot make sense of this
argument. A coroner’s report will give
cancer as the cause of death. It will not
speculate over the cause of the cancer.
As for the WCB, most us know how
difficult it is to extract compensation
from them for perfectly obvious damage
claims. Can you imagine getting money
out of them for a cause of illness without
the support of Health Canada? In July
of 2007 a man in Australia, who had
worked for the wireless industry and
felt he had suffered brain damage
from high microwave exposure, filed
a claim for compensation. His claim
went nowhere, and out of frustration he
hijacked a tank and pushed down six or
seven cell towers.
Mr. Skey also reminded us that the
sun emits electromagnetic radiation. He
did not state that this type of radiation
has accompanied the adaptation and
evolution of all living organisms on
earth. We have also developed the
mechanisms to avoid natural radiation
when it becomes excessive, but, except
for the few of us who are electrosensitive, we don’t feel microwaves
and “boil” in them like a frog in slowly
heating water.
WiFi signals do not only travel from
antennas or routers; they are emitted
from each working computer in the
classroom. We were reminded of this
point by Dr. Magda Havas, through a
conference call during the meeting. Dr.
Havas is a professor and researcher from
Trent University who specializes in the
biological effects of electromagnetic
fields. She informed us that there has
been no funding for research on the
health effects of WiFi and, therefore,
no research.

Dr. Havas said that to get an idea
of the health effects of WiFi we can
only fall back on research done with
cell phones, which use the same kind
of microwave radiation as WiFi. She
said that a five times increase of brain
tumors in children from cell phone
use has recently been confirmed. Cell
phones give an intense signal close to
the body for the duration of a call after
which the body has a chance to repair
the damage. WiFi networks in schools
and libraries create a smog of steady
radiation. You can ask your child to limit
cell phone use; in schools we can expect
an ever-increasing use of WiFi as the
entire education system is increasingly
tailored to that system.
Which is more harmful, cell phones
or WiFi? Presently it’s anybody’s guess!
Do you want your child to be the guinea
pig to find out?
Norbert Duerichen
New Denver

Poor air quality
in Kaslo

The level of air pollution, due to
smoke, that we experience in Kaslo
would be hard to find even in Los
Angeles, notorious for bad air.
Here, in our valley, however, we
burn tires along with interface cutdowns, yard trimmings, stacks of wood,
even a house, a fire department drill.
The Village has been sending up great
plumes for a month. This Sunday, April
19, we hit a new high.
Holley Rubinsky
Kaslo

Support the Valley Voice with
a voluntary subscription
Only $10-$30

Health Care Forum
“It’s about Time”
Thursday April 3oth, 7pm
Hume Room, Hume Hotel
Moderator:

Mike Stolte, Executive Director, CIEL, Centre for Innovative and
Entrepreneurial Leadership

Politicians:

Michelle Mungall, NDP candidate, Nelson-Creston riding
Josh Smienk, BC Liberal candidate, Nelson-Creston riding

Panel:

Dr. Rick Fleet, MD, KLH ER physician
Dr. Shiraz Moola, MD, KLH obstetrician/gynaecologist
Mitch Scott, publisher/editor/writer, Kootenay Mountain Culture
Bette Craig, Chair, RN (gerontology), Friends of Nelson Elders

Sponsored by:

Friends of Elders, Kootenay Kids, Seniors’ Coordinating Society,
Nelson and Area Society for Health, Hume Hotel, Nelson and
Area Health Task Force

Everyone welcome
Donations accepted
http://nelsonhealthtaskforce.org/index.html
heathtaskforce@telus.net
250.352.6966
Sign the Petition Day, Saturday April 25th
OSO Negro, 9- 3 pm
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Slocan council, April 15: Springer Creek asks for tax relief
by Katrine Campbell
• Springer Creek Forest Products
general manager Ralph Tomlin
appeared before council to ask
for a 20% reduction ($30,600) in
the mill’s municipal taxes for this
year, because of its shutdown until
markets improve. Tomlin explained
that the company’s operating costs
exceed what the shutdown costs

should be and “even when we’re
mothballed, the monthly expenses
are high.” Springer Creek has
also asked for cost relief from its
contractors and suppliers. Council
will make its decision during its
budget deliberations.
• Council received 13 requests
for funding, totalling almost $28,000,
under the Columbia Basin Trust
Communities Initiatives Program.
Three proponents – from the Slocan
Valley Heritage Trail Society, the
fitness centre, and the Slocan Integral
Forestry Co-operative (SIFCO)
– attended to present their cases.
Council’s recommendations will
go to the RDCK’s May 21 board
meeting, and decisions will be
announced in June.
• Although Mayor Madeleine
Perriere had allowed Ray Caouette 20
minutes during public participation
time, he failed to show up. Caouette
had gone to the village office April
6 “to challenge village staff on a
variety of matters including the
process of receiving quotations for
the village renovation project, the
issue of council selecting volunteers
for the council committees” and
other matters including the selection
of public toilets for the village.

At the council meeting, Perriere
said she was disappointed Caouette
wasn’t there and noted “I was
pressured and I realized I was
breaking the rules” in allowing him
20 minutes, rather than the normal
five minutes. “I’m always happy
to have comments and delegations,
but we will stick to the protocol” in
future, she said.
• Slocan Lake RCMP detachment
Cpl. Todd Bowden gave a quarterly
report on activity in the village and
area. There were 23 investigations
in Slocan; four were Criminal Code
investigations, and two of those were
for domestic assault. Cst. Stephan
Drouin and Cst. Dale Sheets are
both leaving, with Drouin receiving
a promotion and assignment as
instructor at the RCMP training depot
in Regina. They will be replaced by
one constable from Anahim Lake
and another from McBride,
• Public participation: A question
was asked about the demolition of
the former Slocan Inn, and about
the materials being buried/burned in
the hotel parking lot. Perriere replied
that the building inspector and other
authorities had been called and were
monitoring the situation. Under the
terms of the building permit, a survey

must be done to locate the lot lines
and the village lane.
A second question asked if
the village had any sway with the
highways ministry or the regional
district “to put a little bit of road
on Arlington Rd.” Perriere agreed
it was in very bad shape, noting “I
almost lose my little car in the holes.”
Despite numerous complaints,
Arlington hasn’t been fixed and one
resident suggested removing the
asphalt and turning it into a good
gravel road.
• The mayor and council thanked
all the community’s volunteers for
their dedication and hard work on
various projects.
• Councillor Patricia McGreal
reported on a meeting of the reading
room volunteers and of the progress
they have made in getting books
sorted and shelved in the facility,
which will be open soon.
• As several council committees
still need members, the village will
advertise and post times at which
people interested in volunteering can
come forward and talk to councillors.
• The Women’s Institute will
be allowed to use the grounds and
washrooms at the Wellness Centre
for a fundraising event May 9.

• Council authorized CAO Shana
Paivarinta to apply for grants that
would benefit the village without
running them by council first. This
decision was made because council
only meets once a month, and could
miss the deadline on a grant.
• The Slocan Valley Archery
Society asked for and was granted
$300 from discretionary funds to buy
targets. The society says its goal is to
promote the sport of archery to youth
and families.
• Public Works foreman Tim
Hill reported: both he and Lachlan
McGreal were going for more
water operator training to keep
their certification; the crew will
be available May 4 to 7 for spring
cleanup; the compost area has been
working well but some people are
abusing it by dumping garbage; the
sweeper broke down after one day
and a new part is on the way.
• The as-yet-unaudited year end
financial report shows a surplus of
$89,934.
• Council adopted a records
retention and disposal policy, and
a policy to deal with corporate
management of capital assets,
as required by the Public Sector
Accounting Board.

Development to partner with them
in the creation of new housing units
for low-income seniors and persons
with disabilities. Council looked
over the artist’s rendering and floor
plan (600-sq.-ft. one-bedroom unit)
of the sample modular design, and
will inform the ministry that they are
interested in exploring the possibility
of this project.
• RDCK has distributed a
survey to Denver Siding residents
to determine whether they wish to be
incorporated into the Village of New
Denver, as a solution to their water
quality issues. Regional District
will act based on the response to
the survey.
• The budget options
questionnaire was filled out and
returned by numerous residents,
and the responses will be taken into
account during the remainder of the
budget process.
• Dwain Boyer from the Ministry
of Environment responded to the
Village’s request to investigate the
Nature Boy slide into Carpenter
Creek for potential threat of
flooding in New Denver. He visited

in New Denver associated with these
deposits and I do not recommend
taking action to attempt to remove
or cut up timber in the creek channel
at this time. However, the site should
be monitored to assess if a bigger
jam develops over time and the
Hwy bridge and channel through
the Village should be monitored
frequently during the upcoming and
subsequent freshets.”
• Council discussed a request
for support from Southern Interior
Medevac Group (Sunset Solutions)
regarding a three-month pilot
program to provide helicopter air
ambulance service through IHA.
This will be forwarded to the West
Kootenay-Boundary Regional
Hospital District (WKBRHD) board,
with questions regarding funding if
such a service is adopted.
The WKBRHD submitted a
letter to the Ministry of Health in
support of 24/7 emergency services
at the Slocan Community Health
Care Centre.
• A complaint was received about
late night noise in the campground.
Council will poll adjacent residents
and develop an off-season camping
policy, including noise restrictions,
to establish better control over park
and campground use.
• Council approved a request
from Joan and Neal Wood to close
off a portion of Sixth Ave. (Main
St.) on Sunday, July 26, for the
ninth annual Street Fair. Council
also approved a request from Slocan
District Chamber of Commerce to
use Centennial Park for a community
New Year’s Eve Party.
• Permission was granted to
the May Day committee to use
Centennial Park May 15-18 for the
community May Day celebration.
Permission was also given for a two-

streets; and a petting zoo in the park
on Monday.
• Council received a letter
from Stephen Lones asking that
the sidewalk in front of his house
be removed, because it is in such
disrepair. As his property is on a
corner lot, the block would have
sidewalk for part of its length, and
none for the other part. Village
policy allows for removal, rather
than repair, in the residential part
of town. Public Works will assess
the location and determine if there
will be a need for grading, to avoid
drainage problems.
• Three bids were received for
the surplus fire truck cab and chassis.
The bid from Reitmeier Logging at
$1,150 was accepted. Money from
the sale of this equipment will be
deposited in the Fire Department
reserve fund.
• The Building Design Review
commission is one member short.
Council will advertise the position
and select a new member from those
who respond to the ad.

Denver council, April 14: Housing project
VILLAGE OF New
the site on April 8, and his letter day Bavarian Garden; Saturday night
by Leah Main
• New Denver was invited by concluded, “I do not anticipate a dance in Bosun Hall; parade, bike
NEW DENVER the Ministry of Housing and Social significant elevated risk of flooding rodeo and soapbox derby on Village
BUILDING DESIGN REVIEW COMMISSION
The Village of New Denver invites expressions of interest from
residents to fill one vacancy on the village’s Building Design
Review Commission. The duties of the Building Design Review
Commission are to review Development Permit Applications to
ensure compliance with the Development Permit Guidelines
in the Village of New Denver ‘s Official Community Plan.
Interested individuals are requested to contact the Village
Office by Tuesday, May 5, 2009, at PO Box 40, 115 Slocan
Avenue, New Denver, BC, Phone: 250-358-2316, email:
newdenver@netidea.com
				
Carol Gordon, CMC
				
Administrator

VILLAGE OF
SILVERTON

ANNUAL SPRING CLEAN-UP
• Stoves, small appliances (no fridges)
• Metal scraps (within reason)
• Branches, yard waste (bundled and bagged)
• Electronics recycling, televisions

Schedule:
Wednesday, April 29:
Thursday, April 30:
Contact:

SOUTH SIDE OF SILVERTON CREEK
NORTH SIDE OF SILVERTON CREEK

The Village of Silverton • 250-358-2472

WANTED
TO BUY:

CEDAR AND
PINE POLES
John Shantz
• 250-308-7941 (cell)

Please contact: Gorman
Brothers Lumber Ltd.

250-547-9296

Cranbrook airport offers
international flights

submitted
Cranbrook’s international airport
has recently received some good
news. Delta Air Lines will continue
to fly to the Canadian Rockies
International Airport in Cranbrook
for the summer season in 2009.
The announcement of continued
jet air service between Cranbrook
and Delta’s western hub at Salt Lake
City was welcome news, after winter
service came to an end with the last
flight on March 29.
The summer service will begin
June 20 with once a week Saturday
flights servicing YXC (Canadian
Rockies International) until
September 5 (Labour Day weekend.)

April 22, 2009
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Community greenhouse and garden – an idea whose time has (almost) come
by Art Joyce
This winter when Kaslo residents
were cut off by snowslides for a few
days they learned a powerful lesson
in what could happen if oil prices
suddenly doubled. Store shelves
were cleaned out of food stocks
within a day. Communities like New
Denver and Kaslo are at the end of
supply routes and would thus be the
first to feel the effects of oil price
shocks. This could manifest in either
reduced shipments or unaffordable
food due to extreme transportation
costs.
One proactive response to future
food crises is a community food
security charter that guarantees
access to a healthy local food
supply. The charter does this partly
by making local food production
a priority in land use and other
planning decisions made by city and
village councils. Vancouver, Kaslo
and Victoria’s Capital Region are
the current BC leaders in developing
food security charters. Articles 10
and 11 of the Kaslo food charter
“advocate for the protection of
local producers, agricultural lands
and support agriculture through
initiatives that… values food
producers and the land they grow
food on,” and “consider accepting
applications for Village owned land
to be leased for food production.”
New Denver adopted a similar
food security charter last October. It
enshrines the “right of all residents
to have access to adequate amounts
of safe, nutritious food without the
need to resort to emergency food
providers; advocate for protection
of local producers and agricultural

lands; (and) foster policies that
encourage and assist Village
residents to produce their own food
in their own gardens.” Mayor Gary
Wright says including the community
greenhouse/garden option among
the four budget options offered for
comment was a direct response to
the food charter.
“In recent years we’ve heard
from various residents that food
security is an issue. We’ve reviewed
our zoning and our OCP to see if
there’s anything more we could
be doing to encourage that and
found that our present bylaws do
promote individual gardens and
food security. You can build a small
greenhouse without a building
permit, for instance.”
Despite the Village’s calls for
public input to budget options
through town hall meetings and
survey forms, the issue seems to have
flown under the radar of most New
Denverites. The survey did reveal
plenty of interest in establishing a
community greenhouse or garden but
not enough to justify council moving
ahead with a plan yet. At a food
security conference held in Nelson
two years ago, experts advised
communities to establish solid plans
for local food production within 5-7
years. The New Denver survey was
council’s attempt to decide whether
to go with a village-centred approach
or just encourage homeowners to
grow gardens.
Mayor Wright likens it to a
referendum held in the regional
district about 20 years ago regarding
recreation. South Slocan Valley
residents voted to use their taxes to

submitted
On Saturday, April 25, the Friends
of Koch Creek invite everyone who
loves our rivers to come and celebrate
a victory. Starting at 7 pm at the
Vallican Whole Community Centre,
the Friends are hosting an evening of
videos, art, entertainment, and shared
vision. “We think it is important to
celebrate our victories, so everyone
knows together we can win!” says
co-organizer Moe Lyons.
The chief cause for celebration
is that there will be no Independent
Power Project (IPP) constructed on
the beautiful little gem that is Koch
Creek Canyon and Falls. The videos
will be all about our beautiful little
rivers, including Koch Creek and
featuring Glacier/Howser. The art

will be auctioned off as a fundraiser.
All proceeds from the event will
go to Gabriela (Storm) and Mick
Grabowsky, who are fighting a legal
battle resulting from an injunction
taken out againt them by Axor, the
corporation that proposes to build a
mammoth Independent Power Project
on Glacier and Howser Creeks. The
Grabowskys are back-country horse
people, the only homesteaders on
Glacier Creek. Storm and Mick will
be at the event to talk about their
battle to save their way of life.
As well, other people from
throughout the Kootenays will speak
about their fights against IPPs, some
successful, some ongoing.
Admission to this event is by
donation.

hire a recreation coordinator while
north valley residents opted for
funding individual projects. The
results speak for themselves – a busy
schedule of recreational programs in
the south, but little organized activity
in the north. And while the mayor
applauds Kaslo’s food security
initiatives such as the lawns to
gardens project, his approach would
be somewhat different.
“A food security program that
sets up private gardens is not fully
addressing the issue of food security
for all residents. To my mind, the
role of the Village is to secure food
security for all residents, not just
a few by teaching them to grow
gardens, using public money.”
Some village residents felt they
would need more information before
being willing to pay more taxes for

a community greenhouse/garden
plan. “A ridiculous suggestion for a
town of our size and tax base—too
idealistic,” wrote one. Others felt
it was easily achievable: “I think a
$200 increase in yearly taxes is fairly
insignificant…” and: “New Denver
could implement the entire plan in
stages so there could be minimal tax
increases yearly.”
New Denver council is
proceeding with a feasibility study to
see if it’s advisable to use its Denver
siding land for a community garden
or greenhouse. This is a continuation
of its participation in the UBC
Food Systems Project that brought
several students to the community
last year. UBC is studying local
food production opportunities and
barriers in small communities as
part of its climate action plan. The
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Denver siding site was formerly
used as the village garbage dump
and would have to be remediated
before it could be used to grow food.
It will also have to be assessed for
water availability, since the only
water system nearby is the private
one developed by residents living
outside Village boundaries.
“What we’ve learned is that
most residents at this time feel
more comfortable dealing with
those issues privately,” says Mayor
Wright. “Village government can
lead and point the way but we’re
responsible to the residents; we’ll
do what the people want of us.
With expected climate change and
increasing pressures on fossil fuel
costs I think this is an issue that’s
not going to go away. Council will
be looking at this issue every year.”

THE CORPORATION OF THE
VILLAGE OF SILVERTON
PUBLIC NOTICE
APPLICATION FOR AN AMENDMENT TO ZONING BYLAW NO. 242, 1987
Applicant Name: Mr. Robert M. Mills
Address: 512 Alpha Street, Silverton, BC
Legal Description: Block 37, Plan 574, District Lot 434, Kootenay Land District, PID 012-904-112
Present Zoning: Residential
Proposed Zoning: Light Industrial

PHOTO CREDIT: DOUG PYPER

Friends of Koch Creek celebration

Gabriela (Storm) and Mick Grabowsky and their beloved horses and dogs
on Glacier Creek. Storm and Mick will be special guests at a celebration of
our wild rivers and streams, ‘We All Live Downstream,’ at the Vallican Whole
Community Centre at 7pm on Saturday, April 25.

Description of Proposed Use: Mechanical repair shop and business office
Reason for application:
To build a shop for family-owned business on family owned land
To change the present zoning to light industrial zoning
The neighbourhood has two properties that are presently zoned light industrial
A public hearing for the amendment to Zoning Bylaw No. 242, 1987 will be held on:
TUESDAY, MAY 19, 2009 at 7:00 PM, Council Chambers
The public is invited to write a letter to address any concerns in relation to the above application.
Deadline for written submission: 4:00 PM, April 30, 2009
For more information, please contact:
		
The Village of Silverton
		
PO Box 14
		
421 Lake Avenue, Silverton
		
250-358-2472
Office Hours:
		
Tuesday through Thursday
		
10:00 AM to 4:00 PM
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Lucerne PAC hosts meeting about wireless technology
by Jan McMurray
L u c e r n e S c h o o l ’s P a r e n t
Advisory Committee (PAC) hosted an
information meeting about wireless
internet service on April 9 at the school.
The meeting was attended by
about 15 parents, Lucerne principal
Trish Hawkins and three Lucerne
teachers (Terry Taylor, Gary Parkstrom,
Katrina Sumrall), superintendent
Walter Posnikoff, and two SD10 board
of education members (Pattie Adam
and Carol Bell).
PAC showed a BBC program that
raised concerns about negative health
effects from WiFi, and brought in an
expert on the health effects from Trent
University via videoconferencing.
They also invited Alistair Skey, the
school district’s technician, to do a
presentation.
During the discussion after
the presentations, school district
superintendent Walter Posnikoff made
it clear that there is no push to install
wireless at the school, and there is no
concern about student achievement at
Lucerne. The school currently uses
ADSL (wired) service to access the
internet, and teacher Terry Taylor
remarked that the school has gained

recognition in the province for using
technology in an innovative and
effective way, with the ADSL system.
Skey also mentioned that Telus was
planning to upgrade the school’s
internet connection from ADSL to
fibreoptic, a superior wired system.
However, all other schools in
the district and most schools in the
province are using wireless systems, so
Lucerne’s PAC wanted to be proactive
and share their concerns about WiFi.
They also wanted people to know
that they are not against technology in
general, and underlined this by showing
the BBC program from the internet
and videoconferencing with the Trent
expert at the meeting.
No parents or teachers spoke
in favour of switching to a wireless
system during the discussion. Several
parents said they were not in favour
of too much computer time at school.
One parent was concerned that students
would be online on their personal
devices throughout the whole school
day in a wireless environment – and
not using it for educational purposes.
Teacher Gary Parkstrom pointed
to the recent example at a school in
Port Hardy, where the principal got
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a cell phone blocker in efforts to stop
the kids from texting each other in
class. However, the equipment had to
be removed when it was found to be
illegal to use in Canada. Parkstrom
said, “Teachers are going to have to
adjust. If technology will help the kids
learn and it’s safe, we will make it
work. But I am interested in applying
the precautionary principle here. We’ve
made mistakes with pesticides, ozone
depletion and other things. Who knows
if wireless technology is safe?”
“The risks far outweigh the
benefits,” commented another parent.
Skey, technician at School District
No. 10, said that the system the school
district would use in the school is the
same kind used in homes and offices,
and is not the kind used in “hotspots.”
Skey said that when the school
district considers introducing new
technology, they first look at the risks
associated with it. He said the BC
Coroners office and the Workmen’s
Compensation Board report no
correlation between exposure to WiFi

and death, and WCB has received no
claim based on exposure to WiFi.
Skey listed the benefits of using
WiFi in schools: cost, flexibility in
accessing information and a reduction
in the amount of paper used. Skey said
that to set up a wireless system costs
$300-$700 per classroom, compared
to about $30,000 to set up one wired
computer lab. He said that WiFi
allowed students to access information
without having to re-locate to the
computer lab, and also said there were
many examples where technology
improves the educational program.
Dr. Magda Havas gave her
perspective. She studies the health
effects of radio frequencies in the
microwave range, and works with
people who have developed ‘electrical
hypersensitivity,’ which is becoming
more and more common. She said the
coroner’s office and WCB reported no
links between WiFi and deaths because
there are no studies that have looked
at the effects of WiFi. However, there
are studies on cell phones, which use

basically the same frequency as WiFi,
showing deaths, cancers, and brain
tumours in people living near the
towers and using cell phones. “It’s the
same radiation, only instead of having
it close to your head, it’s all around
you,” she said.
Havas said the guidelines in
Canada are among the worst in the
world. She said the Austrian standard
was the best, at .1 microwatts compared
to Canada’s 1,000 microwatts.
She concluded by saying that
wireless systems are more economical,
and are easy and convenient, but the
possible consequences of harming
children with WiFi far outweighs
the benefits. “We know the health
effects are cumulative; we know
that the younger the students are, the
more susceptible they are. Pregnant
women absolutely number one should
be protected, and children up to 18
years old.” She said it was critical that
children are not exposed in every single
environment, and urged parents to keep
bedrooms and classrooms as free from

by Jan McMurray
Three more communities in School
District No. 8 will get StrongStart
centres for September 2009.
One StrongStart centre will go in at
Crawford Bay Elementary-Secondary
School, and outreach StrongStart
centres will be established for the Kaslo
area and for the Rosemont, Balfour
and North Shore, Blewett and South
Slocan area.
Outreach centres for the Kaslo area
will be located at both JV Humphries
and Jewett Schools. The centre at JVH
will likely be open three times a week,
and the one at Jewett twice a week.
For the other outreach area, centres
will be located at Brent Kennedy,
Rosemont, Blewett, and Redfish
schools. Each will be open at least
once a week.
Parents or caregivers with their
children aged 0 to 6 are welcome
to drop in, free of charge, to the
StrongStart early learning centres
during their hours of operation. The
Ministry of Education has been opening
the centres throughout the province for

the past two years; by the end of the
2009/10 school year, there will be 315
of them province-wide. The ministry

provides a $20,000 start-up grant for
new centres to purchase resources and
an annual $30,000 grant for staffing.

by Katrine Campbell
The Slocan Valley Rail Trail
will get a share of $600,000
from the province for repairs and
improvements. The money is
going to the ‘Spirit of 2010 Trail
Network’, which includes the Slocan
Valley, Great Northern, Kettle
Valley, Columbia and Western and
Cowichan Valley rail trails.
Blair Baldwin of Pinnacle
Consulting, which manages the
trails for the province, says how
much the valley trail will get is still
unknown because “we’re waiting to
finalize contracts with the ministry.
The application was for $1.2 million
in funding and we’ve been told we’re
getting $600,000. It’s very exciting
news.”
The local trail has “a long
laundry list of projects” but the
major one is repairing the section in

Crescent Valley that was washed out
last spring. A temporary bypass was
built around it, but a permanent fix is
needed. The Slocan Valley Heritage
Trail Society, the volunteer steward
for the trail, has gone to bid to
determine the exact cost of the work.
The money comes from the
Community Development Trust’s
Job Opportunities Program, designed
to provide employment for laid- off
forestry workers. The program
requires 60 per cent of funding to
go towards wages, 30 per cent for

materials and equipment, and 10 per
cent for administration.
The washed-out section “is
a fairly large fix,” says Baldwin,
and may require more in materials
than in labour. Because of the
JOP requirements, he plans to
ask Columbia Power Corporation
and Columbia Basin Trust for
contributions.
Other projects the province’s
funding could be used for include
brushing and clearing, signage,
washrooms and picnic tables.

submitted
If you’re looking to get, or get
rid of, paddling gear, the Endless
Adventure gear swap is back May 2 – 3.
The event will also be awareness and
fundraiser for the Borderline Boaters
Paddle Club, a not for profit water-user
group that has a ‘leave no trace’ policy
and promotes responsible waterway
management.
Register to sell your equipment
until 6 pm May 1, when the parking lot

of Endless Adventure in Crescent Valley
gets transformed into a swap meet. The
$5 fee for selling your equipment goes
to the Borderline Boaters.
Everyone is welcome to ask
questions and find out more about water
sports. Endless Adventure will also
announce its spring/summer schedule
and new programs for people at all
levels. For more information please
call 1-877-386-8181 or email info@
endlessadventure.ca.

StrongStart centres announced for Kaslo and South Slocan

School District No. 8 trustee Barbara Lindsay with her granddaughter at the
April 3 open house of Winlaw Elementary’s StrongStart Centre. Established in
the fall with funding from the Ministry of Education, this free drop-in centre has
been well attended by babies and preschool children and their parents.

Major funding comes through for valley rail trail

ALL CANDIDATES FORUM
BOSUN HALL, NEW DENVER
Wednesday, April 29
7-9 pm
Come and meet your Kootenay West candidates
Katrine Conroy, NDP
Brenda Binne, Liberal
Andy Morel, Green
Zachary Crispin, Communist
Alison Gayle, BC-STV proponent, will also be available to
answer questions on the referendum
Moderator: Bill Roberts
Co-sponsored by the Slocan District Chamber of Commerce and
the Valley Voice

Support the Valley Voice with
a voluntary subscription
Only $10-$30

Water adventure swap meet coming up
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Village budget survey shows support for status quo, interest in food security
by Art Joyce
The reality of the post-peak oil
era has yet to be fully felt in New
Denver, it seems. Village residents
who filled out a feedback form on
four proposed budget options seemed
mostly to favour the ‘keeping to the
current plan’ option, although a close
runner-up was the ‘becoming a leader
in food security and social housing’
option. Although the budgeting
process has not changed, council
decided to make it more public this
year by inviting input at several
community meetings. Attendance
was disappointing, as was the survey
response.
“The very low return rate on the
survey makes it less valuable than we
hoped for,” says Mayor Gary Wright.
“We can only interpret the low return
to indicate a general trust for what
council wants to do.”
The response forms offered
specific proposals under each budget
option but allowed residents to mix
and match their preferred priorities.
Under ‘keeping to the current plan’,
a majority of comments (16) were in
favour of remodeling Village Hall to
make it wheelchair-accessible, more
energy efficient and user-friendly.
Village staff can be thankful that the
next-highest number of comments
(15) were for recognizing them with
at least modest regular pay increases.
Increasing staff slightly to handle
increasing workloads in public works
and administration found favour with
12 commenters. Completing repairs
to Knox Hall, replacing worn-out
equipment and replacing financial
reserves when we spend them were
next highest on the list, with 14
comments each in favour.
“We need to keep on maintenance
now, so that the village does not
deteriorate any more, (and) so that
young people are proud of our
community.” wrote one person.
Others felt that civic infrastructure
like sidewalk maintenance was not
a top priority.
The next most popular option,
‘becoming a leader in food security
and social housing’, had 10 responses
in favour of the proposal to develop
a community farm that would be
self-sustaining within five years.
This was closely matched by eight
comments that favoured providing a
community greenhouse. Nine others
said the Village should buy or build
and manage at least two apartments
for supportive living or low-income
renters. Only four were in favour of
the Village providing a community
kitchen and five for a year-round
evening restaurant with public
washrooms. Not surprisingly, several
residents questioned the inclusion of a
Village-run restaurant in this option,
given that local restaurant owners
are unable to keep a business afloat
during the off-season.
“Interest in community
greenhouses seemed high,” Mayor
Wright noted, “however when you
read the individual comments there
seemed to be a great difference in
what people considered a community
greenhouse.”
Social housing as ever remains
a contentious issue, with divergent
opinions as to how to achieve this
even amongst advocates. “It would
be cheaper to give people grants to
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help pay for rent than to buy or build
apartments,” wrote one. “The federal
government should be paying for that
with provincial land in the regional
district or possibly Village land…”
There were a surprising number
of comments against spending money
on an expensive sewage treatment
system. “Unless there is any evidence
our septic systems are a clear danger
to our water supply, I would not be
in favour of this option,” wrote one
resident. Another who recently spent
$10,000 to upgrade a household
septic system was equally reluctant

to pay taxes for a Village treatment
plant. In part this seems to be a
reaction to the least popular budget
option, ‘encouraging population
and business growth’. “It’s probably
going to grow more than I want
anyway,” wrote one resident. One
alternative offered was smaller scale
macrobiotic systems serving up to 50
households.
“Everybody knows that over
time we do need to deal with septics
differently than we are,” says Mayor
Wright. “That might just be at the
household level, using different

fields for greywater and solid waste,
neighbourhood septic fields, etc.
But the standard industrial sewage
treatment system clearly doesn’t have
support.”
Promoting New Denver as an
attractive location for sustainable
and home-based businesses through
a cooperative promotion by the
Chamber of Commerce and the
Village was one recommendation,
with a better Internet presence.
Others noted the lack of activities
for youth and felt this needs attention
if young families are to consider

moving here. Suggestions included
allowing youth to build a skate park,
building a covered skating rink, and
a Village youth liaison. Hiring a parttime person to research and apply
for community project grants was
another practical suggestion.
“I’m happy with all the people
who did respond because they gave us
a lot of information,” Mayor Wright
concludes. “And I’m happy with all
the people who didn’t respond as long
as they know we can only assume
they support our evolutionary – not
revolutionary – approach.”

submitted
The Valhalla Fine Arts Society’s
(VFAS) Community Concert Series
is pleased to announce that Nelson’s
Corazón Youth Choir will perform
May 1 in Silverton.
Corazón, under the direction
of Alison Girvan, has just returned
from a successful concert tour to
Victoria and Burnaby. They have

also just completed their second CD,
Voice to Voice. The talented group
of nearly 60, ages 12 to 21, attempt
to gain a deeper understanding of
themselves and others by exploring
a diverse repertoire of choral music
from many cultures. They have been
known to perform songs in Spanish,
Finnish, French, Czech, Bosnian and
an African dialect.

Conductor and founder, Alison
Girvan, is no stranger to the valley,
having expertly led the adult choir
component of the Valhalla Summer
School of Music for the last several
years.
The choir will perform Friday,
May 1, 7 pm at the Memorial Hall in
Silverton. Admission is by donation,
with refreshments to follow. The group

will also perform for the students of
Lucerne School on Friday afternoon.
The Valhalla Community Concert
Series has recently undergone a
reorganization of sorts. The board
of the VFAS wanted to establish
the series as a way to further enrich
the cultural life of the communities
in the Slocan and thank people for
supporting its programs.
The concerts will feature a diverse
line-up of musicians from differing
genres and instrumentations. Corazón
Youth Choir is the first concert of the
series. The next concert will be held
in June.

Valhalla Fine Arts Society presents Corazón in concert

Smokey Creek Salvage
24 HR TOWING

New & Used Auto Parts, Back Hoe Work,
Certified Welding & Repairs, Vehicle Removal
WE BUY CARS & TRUCKS

The Valhalla Fine Arts Society’s (VFAS) Community Concert Series is pleased to announce that Nelson’s Corazón
Youth Choir will perform May 1 in Silverton.

Restorative Justice: an option for victims

submitted
Victims of crimes committed by
first-time young offenders (12-18) can
choose to heal the harm rather than
just punish the perpetrator. Instead of
going through the court system, they
can choose Restorative Justice (RJ).
This process is victim oriented,
so that the victim can meet face to
face with the individual who has
committed the crime. At present, only
non-violent crimes are accepted into
the RJ program.
If all parties agree, they meet
in a facilitated forum, in which the
victim(s), the offender(s) and a close
support network discuss what has
happened and how individuals have
been affected. They talk about ways
to repair the harm done, which may
involve restitution, and the victim
plays an active role in all aspects of
the proceedings. Information about all

cases is kept confidential.
This method of dealing with firsttime young offenders has tremendous
impact for the young person who has
caused the harm.
They hear from the victim how
their actions have affected the people
they have harmed. This process is
successful in rehabilitating the youth;
few who go through this process reoffend.
If you have been a victim of a crime
you can ask your local police to help
you connect with Kootenay Restorative
Justice which has conducted Restorative
Justice Forums for the past four years in
Nelson and in the Slocan Valley. Their
team of RCMP-trained facilitators can
help lead you through the process of
Restorative Justice.
For further information contact
W E Graham Community Services at
250-355-2484.

VILLAGE OF

NEW DENVER
EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITY
The Village of New Denver is taking applications for a Temporary Labourer’s position. The position will run from May 4,
2009 to September 30, 2009. The position is for 32 hours
per week at a pay rate of $15.00 per hour. Duties include but
are not limited to: cemetery groundskeeping, park and garden
maintenance, mowing boulevards, weed trimming and holiday
relief for public works department. Deadline for applications
is Wednesday, April 29, 2009 at 4:00 p.m. Please submit
applications to: Administrator Carol Gordon, Village of New
Denver, PO Box 40, New Denver, BC, V0G 1S0 or drop them
off at the Village of New Denver Municipal Office at 115 Slocan
Avenue, New Denver, BC.

359-7815 ; 1-877-376-6539
3453 YEATMAN RD, SOUTH SLOCAN
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Nakusp Music Festival books Steppenwolf for annual summer event

by Jan McMurray
All those who were ‘born to be
wild’ will be ecstatic to know that
Steppenwolf is headlining Sunday night
at this year’s Nakusp Music Festival,
July 17-19.

“We’re very pleased to announce
that John Kay and Steppenwolf will
be joining our very strong line-up
this year,” said Willi Jahnke, festival
producer. “If you want to see something
of substance, it will be our show this

year,” he added.
The festival starts off Friday night
with the Hip Replacements, Nick
Gilder and Sweeny Todd, Trooper
and the Sweet. Saturday features Hot
Rash, Mad Shadow, Delhi 2 Dublin,
Sweatshop Union, Skavenjah, East
Blues Experience, the Yardbirds, Sam
Moore and Blues Traveller. On Sunday,
local band Eddie Fryer and the Lost Tribe
is first up, followed by MOBADASS,
Suzie McNeil, the Zombies, Gregg
Rolie (Santana), Emerson Drive, Colin
James, and John Kay and Steppenwolf.
There will be a full slate of family
entertainment as well, including the
climbing wall, Science World, a bungee
run (safe and hilarious alternative to
bungee jumping), Scooby Doo bouncing
castle, Stiffy the Robot, magicians,

circus people, face and body painting,
a hoola hoop artist and Slocan Valley’s
sand sculpturist, David Ducharme. The
Trail Pipe Band will lead the way to the
festival on Friday night.
Efforts to bring people to Nakusp
a few days before the festival have
really paid off this year, with events
planned for the Tuesday, Wednesday and
Thursday before the festival. Tuesday
night, Three Lions Pub will host a very
popular burlesque show. Jahnke says he
has brought this show to Nakusp three
times, and it has always sold out.
Wednesday night is outdoor movie
night in conjunction with Music in the
Park, with the Chamber operating a beer
garden. Three movies will be shown
on the festival’s LED screen at Jackie
James Park, half a block away from the
Music in the Park event at the gazebo.
There will be a family movie, and a
Nakusp Music Festival movie made
from footage from last year’s fest. For
the late feature, Jahnke is hoping to show
Easy Rider, the old classic featuring
Steppenwolf music. There will be a
nominal charge for movie night.
On Thursday, a musician, a
magician and a comedian will roam
from the Leland to the Three Lions
Pub to the golf course. This evening is
offered free of charge.
Jahnke reports that ticket sales are
down from this time last year, but up
from this time two years ago, and the
show sold out. He says the line-up is so

strong that he is sure the show will sell
out again this year. Sponsorships are
even better than last year – something
Jahnke did not expect in these poor
economic times.
Jahnke was also pleased to report
that the Village would like to re-open
the community park project, and is
willing to negotiate a longer term lease
with the Nakusp Roots Music Society.
“This will allow us to plan ahead, rather
than working on a year-to-year basis,”
he said.
Also, the society has recently agreed
to take over the community radio station
licence from CBAL (Columbia Basin
Alliance for Literacy). Jahnke says
it will be one year before the deal is
complete.
“It’s pretty exciting around here –
sometimes it feels overwhelming – but
we’ve got a very strong and dedicated
team here. We can move things and we
will,” he promised.

by Moe Lyons
On Saturday and Sunday, May
2 and 3, the Rural Alternatives
Research and Training Society
(RARTS) kicks off its spring series
of rural skills workshops at the
Vallican Whole Community Centre.
From 2 to 4 pm on Saturday,
Bruce Hayes from Westside Small
Engines will show you how to care
for your lawnmower, rototiller,
chainsaw, etc. so you can have a
worry-free life and he can spend
more time at the beach! Bruce has
been keeping the valley’s little
engines purring for over a decade.

On Sunday at 1 pm, Bob Lerch (of
Organic Mechanix fame) will share his
expertise on pruning fruit trees. Bob
has been doing this for 30 years, and
everyone who attended his workshop
last year was totally impressed with
how much he knows and how much
they learned.
Bring your own gloves and tools
if you have them, and practise on the
Whole’s trees. If time permits, the
workshop will include a small tour of
trees in the ’hood that received Bob’s
loving care last year.
Workshop fees are $15/one person, $25/
two. Please register by calling 250-226-7957.

submitted
Edgewood Elementary School
will get another $1,654 for its Outdoor
Learning Garden project. The school
applied last year for Columbia Basin
Trust Community Initiatives funding,
but received only $3,500 of the $8,500
it had asked for.
However, the province is handing
out $665,000 for Trees for Tomorrow
greening projects, and Edgewood
Elementary was successful in getting a
little bit of that money.

Trees for Tomorrow is designed to
beautify public spaces and promote the
absorption of greenhouse gases. The
provincial government says it wants to
reduce the gases entering the atmosphere
by at least 33 per cent by 2020.
The program is implemented through
an innovative partnership: Evergreen, a
national not-for-profit organization, is
providing technical assistance to all
participating communities; the Youth
Climate Leadership Alliance undertakes
field research, and mitigation work.

The Nakusp Music Fest is pleased to
announce that John Kay & Steppenwolf
will headline Sunday night’s concert.

Learn to love your engines and prune your trees

Edgewood school garden gets more funding

Global Gift
Discoveries

Inspiring Arts
& Crafts

Back from Guatemala with new stock!
Open Monday to Saturday
10 am - 5 pm
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Karen Dubreuil opens Hidden Garden season
submitted
Karen Dubreuil will
kick off the Hidden Garden
Gallery’s 2009 season
early with her very first art
exhibition, Up Close And
Personal.
The show will feature
watercolours, oils, acrylics,
papier mâché, rock paintings,
folk art, pottery, sculptures and
more. The opening reception
May 2, 7-9pm, features
music from Paul Gibbons,
refreshments and great friends.
A silent auction will run the
length of her show, with 50%
of the proceeds going to the
gallery.
If you can’t make the
opening reception, drop in to
see the show from 11 am – 3
pm April 29 to May 4.
“If you see a piece of art
that inspires or moves you in
some way that you would love
to have – but the price just isn’t

within your budget,” she says,
“then let’s chat anyway. I know
that piece can go home with
you. What good is my art doing
if it just sits in my closet?”

Dubreuil is now
endeavoring to get art back
into the school classroom,
at least as an option for the
students. If there are any fellow

artists out there who would
like to help in bringing art
back into the schools, please

contact her at 358-2828 or
almostheaven@netidea.com.
The Hidden Garden
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Gallery is at 803 Kildare St.,
New Denver.

Karen Dubreuil will kick off the Hidden Garden Gallery’s 2009
season early with her very first art exhibition, Up Close And
Personal.

Woodbury Resort’s Easter Dolly Derby was another great success. Ron Mason, a member of the resort, won
first place with a 13.75-lb Dolly. Local boy Kyle Kimola, from Lakewood Inn just north of Kaslo, came in second
place with his 11.75-pounder. Sam Burke from Northport, Washington earned third place with his 11.5-lb catch.

The Kootenay Savings Community Foundation recently presented Brent Kennedy Elementary’s Parent Advisory
Council with a $10,000 cheque towards a new playground for the South Slocan area school. Presenting the
cheque to a group of thrilled students from the school, along with PAC member Lisa Sherbinin and principal
Laura Moll, are Kootenay Savings South Slocan branch manager John Brand and director Nick Ogloff.

A VIBRANT, HEALTHY, COMMUNITY
is a diverse one,
with innovation,
local production
and an ability
to adapt rapidly to changing conditions.
						
						

Elizabeth May, National
Green Party leader with
Andy Morel

CHECK OUT THE GREEN PARTY’S
“BETTER PLAN FOR BC”
• Building a New Economy… Caring for One Another
• Protecting Our Resources… Reforming Government

4VOTE GREEN

VOTE FOR ANDY MOREL
Contacts: Andy - andymorelgreen@gmail.com, 250-362-5042
Rob - robjolly@telusplanet.net, 250-359-7494
Websites: andymorel.ca		
www.bcgreens.ca
Paid for by Fred Bushell, financial agent for Andy Morel
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RDCK board, April 16: South Slocan water system contract awarded
by Jan McMurray
• Douglas Hurst, Chairman,
Selkirk Power Company
Ltd., wrote to ask to make a
presentation to the board about
“BC’s Energy/Electricity
picture” and how it relates
to the Kootenays, as well as
regional energy plans and how
communities might consider
local development of renewable
power. Hurst will be invited to
attend the next General Affairs
meeting to make the presentation.
Area H
• Of the five proposals

received for the design of the
upgrade to the South Slocan
water system, Ward Engineering
was awarded the contract for
$145,680. The Ward proposal
suggests looking at two
scenarios to bring the system into
compliance with the IHA order to
treat South Slocan water – using
the existing surface water sources
and using the river as an intake.
At a meeting in South Slocan
the night before the RDCK board
meeting, community members
indicated that they were happy
to work with Ward – they have

worked with the company before.
The community also agreed
to borrow $103,000 for the
construction phase of the project.
This is expected to almost double
the residents’ water bills, to $664
per year per connection. This
year, they paid about $342.
With the $103,000 loan and
the various other funding that
has been made available to South
Slocan, the total project budget
will be over $850,000.
South Slocan has a $361,000
government grant, a $125,000
gas tax grant from the Area H

submitted
Mirror Theatre will perform
The Golden Grotto at Nakusp’s
Bonnington Theatre May 1, 2
and 3, nightly at 7 pm.
This Romanesque comedy
involves King Ludwig (Rachel
Hughes), his daughter the
Princess Blanda (Jenny Konkin),
and the bumbling wizard
Zauberfinger (Michael Cold),
who is messing about in the
grotto with Dragons, Valkyrie
and Frogs (Oh, my!).
Families are welcome;
admission is by donation.
• Mirror Theatre will host

the 2009 Kootenay Zone Theatre
Festival May 15 – 18 in Nakusp.
Festivals are being held in all of
the Theatre BC Zones across
the province; the winners of
each zone will be invited to the
Theatre BC Mainstage Festival,
in Maple Ridge in July.
Coming into the area will be
two productions (besides the host
company entry), professional
theatre leaders from Theatre
BC, and performers and people
interested in theatre from the
East and West Kootenays.
The public is invited to
attend all events. Friday, May 15,

kicks off with The Golden Grotto
at the Bonnington, sponsored
by the RDCK, followed by
a reception at the Kuskanax
Lounge.
Saturday, Sunday and
Monday mornings at 9 am there
will be a ‘coffee critique’ in the
Kuskanax Lodge’s Tenderfoot
Room.
Saturday at 7 pm, enjoy the
Revelstoke Theatre Company
production of Down the Road
at the Bonnington, followed
by a reception at the Kuskanax
Lounge.
S u n d a y e v e n i n g ’s
production, An Enemy of the
People, is from Salmo’s Space
on the Floor theatre company.
On Monday the awards
banquet will be at noon at the
Kuskanax Banquet Room.
Tickets for the performances
will be available at the door,
first come first serve, with an
early bird registration available.
Admittance to the coffee
critiques will be by donation;
reservations for the awards
banquet must be made a week
in advance. Contact Gail Ponto
for details, at 250-265-4526.

Mirror Theatre hosts Kootenay Theatre Festival

Mirror Theatre hosts the Kootenay Zone Theatre Festival May 15-18
in Nakusp. The Mirror Theatre play, The Golden Grotto, will be performed
May 15, as well as May 1, 2 and 3 at 7 pm nightly at the Bonnington.

There’s no denying that Victoria is a
long way from the West Kootenay,
both in distance and in culture.
Sometimes it seems that the things
we value in rural BC aren’t priorities
in the Lower Mainland. That’s why
we need an MLA who is strong,
passionate and not afraid to get her
hands dirty. Brenda Binnie
understands the issues and pastimes that we value
in the West Kootenay and she’s willing to stand up
for them.

Authorized by Suzanne Paquette, official agent, 250-304-2060

director, and about $50,000
in reserves for the project.
Surprisingly, the board came up
with another $200,000 for the
project at the board meeting. This
will come from the $400,000
left over from the Ymir water
treatment project, pending
approval from the Ministry of
Community Development.
At first, the board was going
to divvy up this $400,000 equally
among four water systems that
need upgrades: South Slocan,
Denver Siding, Riondel and
Arrow Creek. However, Director
Popoff suggested that South
Slocan get Denver Siding’s share
as well, as Denver Siding has a
fair sum in its reserve account.
At the meeting, the board
also agreed to request a review
of the IHA order to treat South
Slocan water. South Slocan
residents had asked the board to
do this when they attended the
April Rural Affairs committee
meeting as a delegation.
• An application for
$300,000 will be submitted to the

Build Canada Fund to upgrade
the distribution system for the
Denver Siding water system.
• The board received a letter
from Myles Berney, Sandon
Historical Society president,
expressing support for the
creation of a regional park in
Sandon rather than the transfer
of the land to a private developer.
• Three Passmore Volunteer
Fire Department members will
be recognized with Length of
Service Awards. Gord Ihlen has
served 10 years, and both Peter
Kinakin and Dave Anderson
have served 23 years.
Area K
• The Comptroller of Water
Rights responded to the board’s
letter that asked him to direct
BC Hydro to remove snow from
Arrow Lakes boat ramps during
the winter. He states that he has
asked BC Hydro “to give me
their thoughts on access during
the winter and what that would
mean.” He says he will write to
the board again once he hears
from Hydro. Director Peterson

put forward a motion that the
water comptroller be asked to
meet with RDCK and BC Hydro
representatives. The letter will
also suggest that the comptroller
ask not only BC Hydro but also
Arrow Lakes residents about
their thoughts on access to the
ramps during the winter. The
motion passed.
Area D
• Staff will apply for a
$44,000 grant through the West
Nile Virus Reduction Initiative. If
successful, about $11,000 of this
funding will be used for the Area
D mosquito spraying program
as well as for an education
program about West Nile. The
other $33,000 will be used for
mapping – to develop a program
that allows GPS units (and even
cell phones with GPS capability)
to map locations where birds
carrying the West Nile virus are
found. This will enable the IHA
to map trends as to the spread
of West Nile virus and analyze
hot spots. The RDCK received a
similar grant last year.

by Katrine Campbell
Rotary Villa’s Phase 4 should
be finished by the fall, but the
Arrowtarian Senior Citizens
Society is still raising money for
the project.
Last week, they received
$100,000 from Columbia Basin
Trust for the 14-unit seniors
rental housing project.
Spokesman Gene Nagy says
the total cost of the project,

including land, is $2.1 million.
So far they’ve raised $724,000,
and are looking for a minimum
of $60,000 more. The society will
have to borrow to make up the
difference, and the more money
donated, the lower the mortgage
will have to be, and the lower the
rents could be.
The society has applied for
$47,000 from the Columbia Basin
Trust Affected Communities

funding; local residents vote for
the projects which have applied,
and Nagy says “we’re really
hoping for support” from the
community.
Of the money raised so far,
$25,000 has come from the BC
Real Estate Foundation, $100,000
from the Village of Nakusp, and
$43,000 from the ThousandDollar Club – individuals who
have contributed $1,000.

Rotary Villa on track, but more money needed to finish

Columbia Basin Trust reps hand over a cheque for $100,000 to the Arrowtarian Senior Citizens
Society. Left to right: Wally Penner, CBT; Peter Gunn, vice-president, Arrowtarian Senior Citizens
Society; Earl Frerichs, president; and Lynda Lafleur, CBT.

NSS Sustainability Club wins $2,000
submitted
The Sustainability Club at
Nakusp Secondary has some
good news to report. It entered the
BC Green Games in March, and
won $2,000 towards its projects.
The club received 27 votes from
a panel of environmental experts
who selected 24 projects from
140 entries submitted from
34 school districts across the
province.
The projects the club has
undertaken, or plans, include
making Nakusp BC’s first Fair
Trade Town, designing and
building bike racks, planning
a school garden, organizing
tree planting (‘Trees for Every
Student’) to reduce their carbon
footprints, and developing a

Sustainability Fair this spring.
The BC Green Games is
an annual digital media contest
for K-12 students designed

to motivate action, facilitate
sharing and reward and celebrate
the green efforts of schools
throughout BC.

Members of the NSS Sustainability Club recently won $2,000 at
the BC Green Games.
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Kaslo Community Forest establishes long-range planning
by Jan McMurray
The April 8 AGM of the Kaslo
and District Community Forest
Society resulted in a board of
familiar faces.
Greg Lay became the Village
appointee, replacing Rob Mitchell.
Mitchell, however, was elected by
acclamation, replacing Pat Mackle.
Dick Martin and Don Scarlett’s
seats were up for grabs, but both ran
again and were acclaimed. Board
members with one year remaining
are Bruce Freeman, Steve Anderson,
Stan Baker and Thom Duchastel.
Steve Fawcett remains as the RDCK
appointee.
The fairly small turnout
prompted a discussion about how to
encourage more participation from
members. It was pointed out that
when things are running smoothly,
people don’t feel a need to participate
as much.

Bruce Freeman gave the
treasurer’s report. He explained that
the board changed the bookkeeping
system in 2008 in efforts to make it
more understandable to most people.
The cash-based accounting method
he now uses is much like the system
most people use to balance their
cheque books. The new system
shows how much the society has in
the bank, whereas the old system,
with its amortization and deferral
of payments, sometimes showed
money already spent as profit.
In 2008, KDCFS made a profit
of $53,000. In 2009, it is predicted
that the society will lose $200,000.
This is because the board is spending
$165,000 on getting 30,000 cubic
metres of timber ready to cut for
when the markets turn around,
and $40,000 on two road projects
in preparation for speedy access
to market-ready timber. Freeman

also mentioned that the society has
$50,000 of annual fixed operating
costs “whether we log or not.”
“At this level of inventory
development, we can probably hang
on for two years,” said Freeman. He
added that the community forest is
obligated to cut 25,000 cubic metres
per year or 125,000 cubic metres in
five years “and we hope that doesn’t
catch up to us.”
Greg Lay said the Kootenay Lake
Forest District manager had told him
they should write a letter explaining
that they do not want to cut when
the markets are distressed. Richard
Marchand, one of the community
forest managers, reminded that
this was the first year of the annual
allowable cut of 25,000 cubic metres,
and that the community forest was
carrying an overcut from previous
periods. “So there’s lots of time to
write that letter,” he said.

“Toto, I have a feeling we’re not in Kaslo anymore”
submitted
On May 7 – 10 let the talented
youth from the JVH drama program
take you all to the merry old land
of Oz. On the way you’ll meet the
Munchkins, the Wicked Witch of the
North, Glinda the Good Witch and
Dorothy’s friends Scarecrow, Lion
and the Tin Man. You’ll see forests
come to life and flowers dance as they
follow the yellow brick road in the
hopes of meeting the wizard.
Under the dedicated direction
of drama teacher Jill Holland, and
with creative choreography by

Lynette Lightfoot, these students
have been singing and dancing
for the past several weeks as they
prepare to take you somewhere over
the rainbow. Music director, Rielle
Oswald has been working with
various community members who are
sharing their talents to create the live
band that will lead the cast musically;
Paul van Deursen has been busy
building sets and special effects while
Jen and Leslie have been sewing up
a storm in the costume department.
It really does take a village to
put on a show of this size, with

people volunteering to do everything
from painting sets to promoting
the event, but in the end, it’s the
commitment from the students and
their willingness to give it their all
that makes a great production.
Please join us May 7, 8, 9, or 10 at
the Lighthouse Theatre at JVH High
School, at 7 pm each night with a 2
pm matinee on Sunday.
Tickets are $10 each, available at
Sunnyside Naturals and at Onslow &
Daisy’s, where you can enter a chance
to win a free ticket when you rent a
movie.

submitted
Governor-General’s Awardwinning author Miriam Toews burst
onto the literary scene with her debut
novel Summer of My Amazing Luck,
and award-winning playwright Chris
Craddock took a five year ‘road trip’
to bring the adaptation to the stage.
Edmonton was so impressed it gave him
the 2005 Sterling Award for outstanding

new play.
The Langham is pleased to be
bringing this play to Kaslo for your
entertainment pleasure, Saturday, April
25 at 8 pm. Advance tickets $20 at
Sunnyside Naturals, or $25 at the door.
In this hysterically funny production,
two young mothers are out to shatter
stereotypes – or should they really give
a rat’s ass? Lucy and Lish are simple

women at the mercy of a large, complex
and often heartless social safety net, and
they are hitting the road in a beat-up van
full of kids and toys.
Renée Iaci, Jeff Gladstone & Daune
Campbell will whirl you into life at
Have-A-Life government housing
project, and you’ll see why getting out
of town seemed like such a good idea
at the time.

submitted
Gifted with one of the most
recognizable voices in popular music,
Richie Havens has a soulful singing
style that remains as unique and ageless
as when he first emerged from the
Greenwich Village folk scene over four
decades ago.

Havens, who is probably best
know for his performance of the song
‘Motherless Child,’ which was later
changed to ‘Freedom,’ during the threehour set at the Woodstock Festival
in 1969, will be one of the many
performers who will be performing
at this year’s Kaslo Jazz Etc. Festival.
This year’s festival dates are
Saturday and Sunday August 1 and

2, and Friday July 31 will kick off
the weekend with a concert featuring
Blackie & the Rodeo Kings and Ridley
Bent.
For full schedule details and to
order tickets online www.kaslojazzfest.
com or call 250-353-7538.
Early Bird tickets are still available
for $50 per day Saturday and Sunday.
Friday concert tickets are only $25.

Professional theatre comes to Kaslo, April 25

Richie Havens will play Kaslo Jazz Fest

Life coach offers free
seminars

submitted
You are invited to attend one of
two free Activate Your Life seminars
being offered by life coach, Brodie
Whitney this month at Living Fully
Life Studio, 5620 Birch Hill Ln.,
Mirror Lake.
The presentations are on April
22 and April 23 from 7 – 8:30
pm. Explore innovative tools and
exercises in the expanding field
of life coaching and personal
empowerment.
The free seminars will also
introduce Whitney’s self-designed
Pinnacle Life Activation Course
taking place April 25 – June 6.
Come out, get inspired, and
contribute to donation jars for
planting a tree or for the Kaslo
Youth Centre. For more info contact
Whitney at 353-2189.

Richie Havens will play this year’s Kaslo Jazz Fest.

Rainer Muenter, another of the
managers, gave a presentation on
operations. He said the standing
inventory of harvestable timber is
2.8 million cubic metres or about $14
million worth. In 2009, the plan is to
cut 5,600 cubic metres and to lay out
30,000 cubic metres. He outlined the
process the management team goes
through with their cutting permit
applications. The process includes
two open houses, and when the board
submits the application and layout to
the ministry, payment is due to the
management team. Muenter reported
that the society was up to date on its
silviculture obligations. Road work
in 2008 included repairs on Branch
8, Shutty Bench, Branch 11 (minor
sluffs) and Bjernkness Spur 100.
Muenter also said that the Ministry
of Transportation closed Keen Creek
Road when they discovered two
washouts on the road. Keen Creek
Road leads to 40% of the community
forest’s tenure.
Muenter gave his near-term
outlook for the market. In 2009,
he says only cedar poles will be in
demand. In 2010, he predicts a split
market with a demand for high value
products and a weak demand for pulp
logs and energy wood. He says there
will be an increasing demand for
energy wood over the years, and that
the demand for saw logs and market
prices will recover in 2013.
Andy Shadrack, Director of Area
D of the RDCK, suggested that a
delegation consisting of one rep from
the Village, Area D and KDCFS go
to Victoria to discuss Keen Creek
Road. “Someone has been collecting
revenue from that road, and the
community forest isn’t the only user
of that road” he said.
The final agenda item was a
resolution to establish a long-range
planning committee to come up

with a long-term strategy to guide
operations. Steve Anderson brought
the resolution forward. He said
the idea to look 50 years ahead
came up last fall, and said the
managers support it because they are
looking for direction from the board.
Anderson explained that he had
been chairing a long-range planning
committee of board members, and
they decided they’d like to open it
up to members of the public. He
wanted to let everyone know that
all are welcome to apply to sit on
the committee. The board is pursuing
funding for the project and has
an application ready to submit to
Columbia Basin Trust. They hope
to complete a long-term plan in
one year.

WOOD PRESERVERS LTD.

BUYERS OF CEDAR
& PINE POLES
Mike Casey cell 344-8477
Offering planning, management
and sales for Woodlot Licences
and Private Land Owners.
P.O. Box 4,
Brisco, B.C. V0A 1B0

Phone (250) 346-3315
Fax (250) 346-3218

TOLL FREE 1-866-346-3315
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Nakusp council, April 14: Work to start soon on new auditorium roof
by Jan McMurray
• The new roof for the auditorium
will be installed this spring. This was
part of the arena upgrades project
under the Towns for Tomorrow
grant. As recommended by Delterra
Engineering, the Village will
hire Nu-Tech Roofing to install a
seamless membrane roof system for

about $95,000.
Nu-Tech will also waterproof the
arena building’s exterior concrete
foundation walls for about $10,000,
as part of the project under the gas
tax grant. This work is expected to
stop the leaking into the basement
levels and flooding in the curling
club lounge that occurred this year.

BEADLOFT
ANTIQUES
CLOSE-OUT SALE

All merchandise sold at cost + 7% sales tax
10-5 every day except Tuesday
308 Broadway, Nakusp
Call George anytime to open the store
250-265-2288 (store) • 250-265-4551 (home)

Delterra Engineering also
recommended that the lobby roof be
overlaid with a new roof. The lobby
roof also leaked this season. This job
was not applied for under the grants,
and would require about $25,000
from the Village. Council decided to
get more information from Delterra
before approving this project.
• Council passed a resolution
in support of proceeding with
the community park project in
partnership with Nakusp Roots
Music Society (NRMS).
A special meeting was held
April 7 to discuss the project with
stakeholders. Slopitch, soccer and
school district representatives were
invited, but only the school district
rep, Gary Grout, attended. Grout
indicated that the school district had
no problem with the community park
proposal.
Council will be in contact with
NRMS to confirm that the society
would like to move forward with
the project, and then will schedule a
public meeting.
• A meeting will be arranged with
Jason Rogers of the Straight Arrow
Youth Opps Society regarding the
proposal to house a youth centre
above the curling rink lounge in the
arena building. Council received
a letter from Swan Engineering
indicating that the roof over the
lounge was designed so that an
addition can be built there.
• The Village has sent off three
letters of support to possible funders
for the Arrow Lakes Historical

Society project to add a two-storey
addition to the Centennial Building.
The addition would house the
archives and an office, storage
space for the museum and Village,
a washroom and a lift.
Bylaw 620, to close the lane
behind the Centennial building, was
adopted.
• Council will invite the Arrow
Lakes Gardening Group to attend
the next meeting as a delegation.
The group, which is interested in
establishing a community garden in
the village, wrote to council asking
for “support of a community garden
by approving the use of the cleared
area on the 10 th Avenue side of
the park for this purpose.” Mayor
Hamling pointed out that this area
is part of the proposed community
park project. Councillor Mueller
suggested that the lot right next to the
Village hall would be an appropriate
location for the garden. Councillors
will discuss location and other issues
with the group.
• Councillor Mueller reported that
the marketing committee discussed
the request from Ed and Carol
Breakwell for an ‘earthcache’ at the
hot springs source. The committee
suggests that the earthcache be
placed near the hot springs facility
or in the ancient cedar grove instead
of at the source, because of concerns
around protecting the source. Staff
will communicate this in a letter to
the Breakwells.
• Mayor Hamling reported that
the Ferry Advisory committee was

meeting April 20 and would be
pushing for a new, bigger ferry
for the Galena/Shelter crossing.
Councillor Mueller noted that Telus
had never responded to the request
for cell phone service in the ferry
landing area; council asked staff to
write another letter to Telus.
Deborah Austin, community
administrator at Arrow Lakes
Hospital, is leaving IHA. The Village
will send her a thank you letter.
• Councillor Hughes reported
that the Recreation Commission
was looking for a swim instructor
for the summer swim program.
Also, the library has applied for
Community Initiatives funding for
energy-efficient windows, and will
hold its annual rummage sale on
April 23.
• Council noted that they had
not heard from BC Hydro about
the wharf project recently. They
have also heard that their key BC
Hydro contact for this project, Harry
Brownlow, has been promoted. They
asked staff to write to BC Hydro
asking for an update.
• Bylaw 592-2, Building Bylaw
Amendment, was read three times.
This bylaw increases fees, as set by
the RDCK.
• Pride Week was proclaimed for
May 3-10. Pick-up of garden waste
will be done May 4-8.
• The Village will apply for a
2009 Community Excellence Award
from the Union of BC Municipalities.
• Accounts payable of
$348,016.81 were approved.

by Katrine Campbell
Nakusp and Area Community
Forest Inc. (NACFOR) has a couple
of programs in the works, despite the
economic downturn.
Project manager Jesper Nielsen
says the organization has received
preliminary approval for a Job
Opportunity Program grant of
$99,000. This would be used for
developing and running a wildfire
interface program, hiring four laidoff forestry workers to clear brush
on 16 ha. near Burton to reduce the

fire hazard.
NACFOR is relying on the
Union of BC Municipalities for
further funding to draw up the
plan and pay for capital costs. This
hasn’t come through yet, although
Neilson says he’s confident it will
be approved.
In the logging arena, NACFOR
was given an annual allowable cut
(AAC) of 20,000 cubic metres, but
since the timber market is flat, will
cut only 3,000 m3 this year. Most
of this will be cedar for poles, with

some “dead and dying” birch that
several local people are interested in
milling. Logging will start “when it’s
dry – we’re hoping July or August.”
The cut will give five people a
month’s work.
Buyers are lined up for the cedar,
and NACFOR is in the process of
determining which bidder will get
the wood. The cedar poles, which
are about half of the overall volume
to be logged, will be peeled locally,
giving three people about 30 days
work.

submitted
The Nakusp Public Library
presents internationally renowned
writer and 2006-07 Wordcraft

Storyteller of the Year, Richard Van
Camp. He will be at the library on
Thursday, April 23 at 7 p.m.
A proud member of the Dogrib

Nation, Van Camp currently teaches
creative writing with an Aboriginal
focus at the University of British
Columbia. He is also an online
instructor with the Emily Carr
Institute, teaching creative writing
and storytelling.
Van Camp’s poems, short stories
and novellas have been published
in anthologies and journals since
1992 and his first novel, The Lesser
Blessed, will soon be a made into a
movie with First Generation Films.
The powerful coming-of-age story
follows a Dogrib Indian growing up
in the small northern town of Fort
Simmer.
He is also the author of two
children’s books illustrated by
Cree artist George Littlechild, A
Man Called Raven and What’s the
Most Beautiful Thing You Know
About Horses? His picturebook
entitled Welcome Song for Baby:
A Lullaby for Newborns was the
official selection of the Books for
BC Babies program.

NACFOR looks at wildfire jobs

Writer and storyteller at Nakusp library

Mayor Hamling cuts the ribbon to celebrate the official opening of the Nakusp
Movement and Wellness Centre (NACOMO) under its new management model.
The facility is now being managed by a collective on a non-profit basis. At the
April 18 open house, there were demonstrations of Qi Gong, drumming, yoga,
karate, Feldenkrais, wave dance and other activities that are offered at the centre.
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Kaslo council, April 14: Three grants recently approved
by Jan McMurray
• Council received a letter from the
Ministry of Community Development,
outlining the grants that have been
approved for Kaslo. Under the Towns
for Tomorrow program, the Village
is receiving $202,400 for the Kaslo
City Hall Heating Retrofit project.
Under the LocalMotion program, the
Lakeview Trail project will benefit
from a $19,951 grant. An Infrastructure
Planning Grant of $7,500 has also been
approved for Development Cost Charge
Bylaw planning. A letter of thanks will
be sent to the Minister of Community
Development for these grant approvals.
• Many issues related to the Kemball
Memorial Centre were addressed.
Four proposals for the design and
construction of heritage signage for the
centre were received and referred to the
Development Services committee for
recommendation to council.
A lease with the Kaslo & District
Community Forest Society will be
signed for a five-year term at a monthly
rate of $516 plus GST.
Offices 101 and 102, as well as the
main vault, will be rented to the RCMP
for $1.99 per square foot. Offices 105
and 105A will be offered to the RCMP
at a rental rate discounted by 50%, or
$1 per square foot. The Public Works
Foreman was authorized to approve
any RCMP building construction
requirements in the building. While the
new RCMP detachment building is being
constructed, the office will re-locate to
the Kemball building.
The Building Management select
committee will research blanket liability
insurance for tenants of the building.
The committee will also meet with
the CAO to discuss Kemball building
maintenance.
Council decided that if the Kemball
Memorial Centre realizes an excess of
revenue over general operating expenses
in any given year, these excess funds will
be put into a reserve fund.
• Several items regarding the wildfire
interface project were received.
Council is still waiting to hear back
from the UBCM (Peter Hisch, fuel
management specialist) on whether or
not any merchantable timber from the
project can be donated to a charitable
organization.
Following up on council’s resolution
to retain the services of a Registered
Professional Forester to review the most
recent interface proposal presented by
Progressive Forest Management, the
relevant documentation was sent to John
Cathro and Rainer Muenter.
The Village was in touch with
project planner John Addison on April
1 to inform him that the Village’s
burning bylaw allows for burning of
machine-piled debris between February
15 and March 15, and hand-piled
debris between April 15 and May 15.
There was burning at the Oak Street
location on April 1. Addison replied
that warming fires were allowed under
WCB regulations to keep crews warm.
He also explained that the burning bylaw
is “severely restricting.” He says that to
reduce fuel loading, the public must be
able to remove the fuel loads on their
land in a cost-effective manner. Council
decided to advise Addison that the Open
Burning Bylaw was amended not too
long ago, and now suits the needs of the
municipality.
In an email exchange between
Councillor Cormie and Addison,

Addison explains that some of the trees
fallen during the project were left to
decompose to provide nutrients to the
soil. As for the firewood generated by
the project, the Trailblazers will make
a percentage on the firewood removal
in the River Trail area; other non-profit
organizations have used a lot of the
firewood; and the public has removed
some, as well.
A resident wrote to the Village to
request wildfire interface work in the
area of the Wardner Street Trail, and a
letter to Area D Director Shadrack from
four Area D residents requests a wildfire
interface project in the Lardeau and
Meadow Creek areas.
• Council received a letter from the
Ministry of Environment regarding the
Village’s 2004 proposal to remove a
log jam and remnants of a dam on the
Kaslo River. The ministry concluded
back in 2004 that this work would not
significantly address the concerns of
potential downstream hazards and flood
protection, and recommended five other
actions for the Village to take to reduce
the hazards. The Village’s application
was placed in abeyance in anticipation
of a revised application. Because the
Village did not re-submit an application
based on the five recommendations,
the ministry’s current letter notifies the
Village that its application has been
denied.
Council decided to write to the
Ministry of Environment regarding
the potential danger to the Village due
to log jams on the Kaslo River, with
copies to the Regional District of Central
Kootenay and all other affected parties.
• After a thorough review of the
Sewer Rates and Regulations bylaw, the
Sanitary Sewer select committee made
several recommendations that would
improve the bylaw. The result of the
committee’s work was two new bylaws
that were adopted at this meeting: Bylaw
1084, Sewer Rates and Regulations
Bylaw, and Bylaw 1085, Bylaw to
Amend Specified Sewer Area No. 1.
All members of the Sanitary Sewer
Review Select Committee will be
thanked for their valued participation,
and for achieving successful results. The
committee’s goal was to seek equitable
and fair improvements to the bylaw in
the interest of all specified sewer area
ratepayers.
• Bylaw1082, Anti-Idling Bylaw,
was adopted.
• Bylaw 1083, Building Bylaw, was
read three times. The bylaw increases the
rates, as set by the RDCK.
• The quote from Kootenay
Sprinkler Installations Inc. for $77,477
to install a sprinkler system at the City
Hall building was accepted, subject to
grant funding and approval from the City
Hall Conservation Committee.
• A City Hall Conservation
Committee application for Community
Initiatives funding of $20,000 for the
restoration project was received.
• The Village will provide a letter

Thank you
Valley Voice

The only newspaper that
tells us what is going on in
the Kaslo area. The only
newspaper that gives us a
chance to say what we think
about it, free of charge, in
Voices from the Valleys.
Paid advertisement by Jane Lynch
in support of the Valley Voice

of support to accompany a City Hall
Conservation Committee application for
funding to the National Historic Sites of
Canada Cost-Sharing Program.
• The relocation of Village offices
to the Kemball Memorial Centre during
City Hall conservation work was referred
to the Municipal Services committee
for review.
• Councillor Leathwood reported
JV Humphries School is one of three
schools that has been has been granted
$50,000 in Strong Start funding and
$8,000 in Community Connections
funding.
• Councillor Leathwood was
appointed as a Kaslo resident volunteer
member of the Kaslo and Area Regional
Facilities, Recreation and Parks Service
Commission for a term to expire
December 31, 2009.
• Two letters were received from
residents of Zwicky Road, expressing
concerns about noise pollution that may
occur as a result of leasing land at the
west end of Kaslo airport to Arrow Lakes
Ready Mix.
• The North Kootenay Lake Arts
& Heritage Council responded to the
Village’s invitation to outline how
the organization would use sustained
funding from the Village. NKLAHC will
be advised that council will consider a
policy to financially support the arts in
the municipality in future. The policy
was referred to the Municipal Services
committee for recommendation to
council.
• Permission was granted for
paintball bunkers to be installed at the
paintball area.
The Village will ask Progressive
Forest Management to comply with its
prescription by cutting all stumps in the
paintball area and along the river trail to
the ground.
• A letter will be sent to the Kaslo
Area Youth Council reminding them
of the agreement there will be no
graffiti at the skatepark, violators will be
prosecuted and all graffiti will be painted
over if it cannot be removed.
• A Development Permit was
granted to Kootenay Savings Credit
Union for façade improvements, in
We’re making room for new shipments!
Clearance on Robeez slippers and
Tredz shoes starts this week, as well as
selected summer clothing.

• Many Imported Items
• Freezer Packs
• Weekly In-Store Specials
• Fresh Meats Cut Daily
• Fresh or Frozen Seafood
• In-Store Deli Sandwiches to go
• Awesome Cheese Selection
• Fresh & Smoked Sausage
• Smoked Salmon
• Custom Cutting of Pork & Beef
• Awesome Beef Jerky

keeping with heritage building and
colour design guidelines within the
heritage permit area.
• Three beer garden licenses were
granted to the Kaslo Curling Club for
May 16 - 18, 2009, subject to RCMP
approval.
• Council agreed to a $50 sponsorship
of the golf club’s Men’s Night.
• Aimee Watson will be thanked for
her past work as project coordinator for
the Kaslo Food Security Project, and Jen
Sibley will be congratulated on her new
appointment to this position.
• The chain link fence on the east
side of Front Street Park will be removed
in concert with an amended grade being
done by the Kaslo Hotel.
• Mountain Trek fitness retreat and
health spa in Ainsworth wrote to thank
the Village for agreeing to allow them
to temporarily dispose of effluent at the
Kaslo sewer treatment plant. The City of
Nelson has also granted them permission
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to use its facility. When Mountain Trek
decides which facility they will use, they
will contact the Village.
• Council received a letter of thanks
from the Nelson and Area Health Task
Force for Kaslo’s firm support of a
full-time resident surgeon, the purchase
or lease of a CT scanner, and the
establishment of three critical care beds
for Kootenay Lake Hospital.
• Council received a petition with
numerous signatures against aerial
spraying for pest control over Kaslo.
Council will advise the petitioners that
the Village has no knowledge and has
had no correspondence with any party
proposing an aerial spraying program
for the municipality.
• Council agreed to send a letter
of support to the Southern Interior
Medevac Group, with copies to MLA
Corky Evans and the IHA, for helicopter
ambulance service based outside the
Lower Mainland.
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Get Outta Town
with
Peter
Roulston

Avalanches,
millponds and
skateboards

I really hope someday that The
Valley Voice will publish maybe twice a
week because I have so many things to
drone on about. For now, though, we’ll
be content with enjoying this paper
each second week and perhaps being
inspired or propelled by my columns.
Here are three different subjects, all on
the same page!
• These Water Management guys
came up from Nelson last week at the
request of our village council to assess
any flood risks posed by all the debris
in Carpenter Creek as a result of the
Nature Boy snowslide from a while
back. I acted as guide/escort and took
these fellows for a scramble down the
slide chute to creekside and after some
examination of the area it was agreed

that, although quite a mess, the only
consequence of the debris in the creek
is that there may be more flotsam on
Slocan Lake this summer…
Days later I hiked up the east side of
the slide zone above the highway with
Daniel Hellyer from Hills. Decent going
through open fir forest until we crossed
out into the main slide area, where great
swaths of mature forest have been
flattened. It reminded me of hooking
chokers in a cable logging show except
that all the trees had roots and limbs still
on, but were neatly arranged, all lined
up downhill. We rested in an open area
of huge shattered stumps and large
craters where entire mature fir trees had
been torn cleanly from the slope. Some
remaining trees had all limbs stripped
off, or the very tops snapped off.
• Regarding millponds, I was in
Slocan City last week to do a little
kayaking, but the strong south winds
made it unsafe to go too far offshore
and the lake was crazy. I just putzed
along the edge of the river and those
houses on the west side, then decided
to tour the sawmill log pond since it
was sheltered and not operational for
now with the mill down. I paddled past
the boat launch and public beach where

YOU OWN A STRANGE BIKE...

And you’ve owned it for a long time. That old bike can stay
friends with you because parts, tires, cables, chains, seats and
handlebars are still easy to buy and install. It’s good for the planet
and your pocket to spend some money keeping that great old bicycle
rolling, and I’ve got a wide selection of new and used parts on hand
and the skill and imagination to help most people, most of the time.

NEW DENVER
250-358-2133

Fridays 10:00 am - 6:00 pm
Saturdays 10:00 am - 6:00 pm

the trains loaded out only 20 years ago,
and then squeezed my kayak through
a small gap in the chained-together
boom logs.
This may be sorta trespassing but
it was quiet and I was just dawdling
around looking at stuff, so it’s probably
cool. Springer Creek enters the lake
here from between the mill buildings
in a muted manner, with some ducks
and a couple of geese churning around
happily. I really like seeing the tugs and
boom boats in place with all the heavy
duty gear that make recreational craft
look so flimsy and cosmetic. I miss
seeing the log booms being towed down
here from Rosebery and I hope the
whole mill and log dump get revived.
There’s a profusion of log lifters and
grapples here, with the sinister looking
jackladder chains that hoist logs into
the sawmill itself, and many details

with Jamie Barber

Carbon tax gets
attention as
election issue

It is difficult to turn on the radio
these days without being bombarded
with political messages. I guess there
must be an election in the air.
The one issue that has struck a
chord with me is the discussion of
the carbon tax – now called a ‘gas
tax’ by the ever hopeful NDP in
the anticipation that people will not
see the carbon tax as a vehicle for

			

The Valley Voice April 22, 2009

to absorb.
Just a bit farther over you can see
little Climax Creek splashing into the
lake from uptown and check out the
amazing rock walls that support old
Hwy 6 where it used to follow the
shoreline going north to the bluffs.
Paddling a little ways lets you see
more walls and the tunnel as well,
which would not have been chip truck
friendly. This chance to explore the mill
pond may not last but it’s there, and I
sure like it.
• Lastly, skateboards? Well, I went
to Nakusp and decided to drive home
the long way via the Trout Lake loop.
It was nice, nearly zero traffic, and the
signs of spring everywhere made it feel
like a little holiday. Got to Trout Lake
and headed to the boat dock to find the
lake frozen solid and huge snowpiles
all over the place. After a stretch, I

took a walk through town and made an
astonishing discovery!
Trout Lake City has a skateboard
park, a beautiful, glossy new smooth
concrete effort right beside the Noboard
Café. Jessica and Skye did all this and
own the café and are certainly some rad
dudes. Also they are extremely friendly
young folks and welcome guests and
customers to enjoy the compact, but
highly varied, double-bowled playland.
You can also meet Jessica Spencer at
Gerrard for the next several weeks while
she monitors the famous spawning
cycle of the giant Gerrard trout. The
run will be a bit late this year and will
likely last well into May, so there’s yet
another outing to plan for.
Peter Roulston owns the Bicycle
Hospital in New Denver but has not
immersed himself in the skateboard
culture. 250-358-2133

environmental change, but simply as
another reason why their fuel is so
expensive.
You may recall that the carbon
tax was introduced by the Liberals
about this time last year in an effort
to get people to decrease their use of
carbon-dioxide-producing fossil fuels.
The idea to was to start off with a fairly
benign 2 cents / litre surcharge and then
increase this over a period of four years
to about 7 cents / litre. The tax was to
be revenue neutral – that is, it was not
designed to increase general revenue,
but the money was to come back to the
people in the form of a one-off $100
payment and income tax reductions.
The thinking behind the plan was that
if consumers were forced to pay higher
pump fees, they would be encouraged
to drive less and we would be doing
something about the global warming
crisis.
At the time, this was Canada’s
first carbon tax and it was hailed
as a major step forward by many
environmental groups. It seems now
that it is an election issue with Carole
James and the NDP coming out in
favour of scrapping the tax. This is
the same NDP party that used to give
lip service to the environmental vote
until this section of the party came into
conflict with the much more powerful
union lobby in the party. They now
have come out against the first real
attempt to curb carbon emissions
and we have the bizarre spectacle of
Gordon Campbell’s Liberal looking
like the white environmental knights
while the NDP seem to have taken up
the position of populist glad hander.
To be fair, the NDP has suggested
that they will replace the carbon
tax with a cap and trade policy and
a royalty on flaring gas wells, but
these will not be ready for immediate
implementation, nor will they be as
transparent and as easy to implement
as the carbon tax. In the end, they will
still cost the consumer at the pump. The
only difference is that the link will not
be as clear.
I think it is a safe bet to assume that
people don’t like paying extra dollars at
the pump, but it should be equally clear
that if we don’t do something about our
ever-increasing use of fossil fuel, we
would be doing irreparable harm to the
earth that sustains us. My experience,
(and that of many others), is that people
change their habits only when they are
forced to do so. The carbon tax at the
pump is well designed to do this. We
don’t like paying it, but most thinking

people realize the importance of doing
so. It makes us think twice about
buying that large SUV or driving when
we can as easily use a bicycle.
The one saving grace is that we
do live in a democracy. The people
do get their say and I expect that there
will be much more to be said on this
issue as the election runs on. It will
be interesting to see how the story
unfolds.

Great spring rec
in the Slocan
Valley

submitted
This May, Slocan Valley Recreation
will offer a wide range of programs
guaranteed to connect everyone to the
great outdoors.
Beginning on Saturday, May 2,
retired geologist Lesley Anderton
returns to offer her popular annual
‘Rock Walk’, where amateur rock
hounds discover just what this area is
made of!
May 9, biologist Robert McCrea
leads ‘Mad About Morels’ to help you
discover these elusive, tasty spring
treats.
May 11, experience ‘Dipping
Water’, a travel talk about the David
Thompson River Brigade which repaddled the 3,500 km route of this
famous explorer last spring.
For those who like to travel deep
into the wilds and appreciate the
luxuries of life, why not get some
culinary tips at ‘Gourmet Backcountry
Cooking’ May 23 at the Vallican
Whole?
Speaking about the wilds, at
‘Wines From the Wild’ May 28 get
some tips and share your experiences
on making wines from local wild
sources. Complete the month with ‘The
Incredible Edible Bike & Hike’ May 31,
and gain insights on creating a 100-mile
wild diet!
If you want to stay in shape, join
us at the Mt. Sentinel tennis courts for
the outdoor boot camp on Monday
mornings at 9:30. On Wednesdays at
6:30 pm, work up an invigorating sweat
as ‘Body Alive’ continues with Barbie
Wheaton.
Most of these unique offerings take
a limited number of participants. For
more info, call Slocan Valley Recreation
at 226-0008. The spring leisure guide
can be found in stores throughout the
Slocan Valley and at http://rdck.bc.ca/
community/recreation/slocan_valley/
sv_lg.html.
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Announcements

URBAN RAGZ BOUTIQUE is now
open at 501 Harold Street in Slocan , Petite
0’s to Curvey 3XL! 355-0040 Tuesday Saturdays 10am - 5pm.
PHOTO CONTEST – Remember to take
photos at Kaslo May Days. Details: www.
kaslochamber.com.
SHOW OUR FLAG! Silverton Community
Club invites you to show your patriotism,
by being a part of our SHOW OUR FLAG
campaign. SCC is selling a Canadian flag,
pole and wall mounted holder including
installation for only $35. Please contact
Kerry at 358-2771 for information.

Automotive

H AV E
YOU
UN-MET
TRANSPORTATION NEEDS? Kaslo
Branch, Nelson Carshare Co-op is your
answer. Free gas, insurance, repairs &
vehicle replacement. Info, 250–509–2002
or www.nelsoncar.com.
FOR SALE: 1981 CHEVROLET
2wd,1/2 ton-pickup ,350 engine, ps,pb,
trailer hitch, electric brakes, low kms,
overall good condition, needs a tune-up,
2nd owner. Great truck for getting wood,
dump runs, W.H.Y. $1300 obo.
1992 DODGE VAN. Great condition.
118,699 kms. Gas/propane. Custom futon
bed. $15,000 obo. Serious buyers only.
250-227-8951.

Business Opportunities

WANT TO START YOUR OWN
BUSINESS? Community Futures
offers business counselling and start-up
information. Appointments available in
Nakusp and New Denver. Contact Farhana
Dumont at 265-3674, ext. 205 or email
nakusp@futures.bc.ca.

Coming events

CORAZON YOUTH CHOIR IN
CONCERT - Alison Girvan, conductor.
FRIDAY, MAY 1 - 7:00 pm, Memorial
Hall, Silverton. Admission by donation refreshments to follow. Presented by the
Valhalla Community Concert Series.
MOTHER’S DAY BREAKFAST: Slocan
City Legion Hall, Sunday May 10th, 8:30
am - 12 noon. Cost: $8.00, Children 6 &
under $4.50. Everyone Welcome.

ARROW LAKES HISTORICAL
SOCIETY AGM - April 30, 2 pm at
Nakusp Seniors Hall. Slide show. All
welcome.
READY, SET, LEARN - Do you have a
4 or 5 year old not yet attending school?
Please bring your child to Brent Kennedy
Elementary School for our Ready, Set,
Learn activities. WHEN: Tuesdays,
April 21, 28, and May 5; 12:30-2:00.
WHERE: Room 240, Brent Kennedy
Elementary School, 1092 Highway 6,
Crescent Valley. WHAT: Each week,
children will do learning activities and
crafts around a different theme. They
will also have a snack and playtime in the
gym or outside. It’s a great opportunity to
introduce your child to kindergarten. FOR
PARENTS: Parents will spend part of each
session with the children, and will later be
invited to hear from our itinerant, support
professionals such as: speech therapist,
teacher of the visually impaired, teacher
of the deaf and hard of hearing; public
health nurse and possibly a dental health
worker. TO REGISTER OR FOR MORE
INFORMATION PLEASE CONTACT
THE SCHOOL AT 250-359-7292.
SILVERTON ROCKS – THE RETURN
OF BLUES PRODIGY JIMMY
BOWSKILL at Memorial Hall, May 15, 9
pm with Serenity – two great bands for $20.
Tickets: Appletree (New Denver), Silverton
Building Supplies, Mountain Valley Station
(Slocan), Winlaw Mini-Mart.
JOIN US AT THE LANGHAM Cultural
Centre on Friday May 1st from 7 - 9 PM
for the opening reception of “Cariboo
Cowboy,” the life and art of Sonia Cornwall,
showing in the Main Gallery through
Sunday May 31st. The exhibit is guest
curated by Julie Fowler of Island Mountain
Arts in Wells, BC.
PEARL PARTY! Perfect for Mother’s Day
and Graduation. A sale of pearl sets will be
held at Hidden Garden Gallery on Saturday,
April 25th, 10 am to 1 pm. Our pearls are
less expensive than comparable pearls
wholesale in North America. Pearl sets
(white, black and natural pink) range in price
from $65 to $90 a set. Mini-workshop at 10
am which will show you how to estimate

CLASSIFIED ADS

the value of pearls and test for fakes. We
also accept special commissions - you
design - we make. For more information,
www.tradewindsartproject.com or phone
358-2547 - Margaret Raymond. We are a
fair-trade, international cooperative of allwomen jewelers, dealers and artists.
NEW DENVER MAY DAY MARKET,
Monday, May 18. For info - Anita 3587731. $15/space.
AUTHOR READING at Nakusp Public
Library on Thursday, April 23rd at 7 pm by
Richard Van Camp, a member of the Dogrib
Nation. Refreshments. Free.
INDOOR FLEA MARKET in Silverton
at the old Gaze n Chat building across
from Bigway grocery store and Silverton
Building Supplies. April 25 and April 27,
10 am – 3 pm. Look forward to seeing you
there! 250-358-2707.
RURAL SKILLS WORKSHOPS at
the Whole. Small Engine Maintenance
with Bruce Hayes, Saturday, May 2, 2pm.
Pruning Fruit Trees with Bob Lerch,
Sunday, May 3, 1pm. Vallican Whole
Community Centre. $15/one person, $25/
two. Pre-register: 250-226-7957.
SPRING MARKET: Get ready for the
Whole School’s 10th Annual Spring Market
& Family Festival from 10am – 4pm on
Saturday, May 9, 2009 at The Appledale
Hall. Music by The Kootenay Kontra Band,
pony rides, plant sales, vendors, kids games,
puppet show and much more. Only $2/adult
at door (doorprizes!). To rent a table call
Chris @ 226-7902. See ya there!
INQUIRING MINDS WANT TO KNOW
just what the Single Transferable Vote is.
Come to a BC-STV Salon and do an actual
vote and count. Join us for any of these
salons: Tuesday, April 28th, 4pm - 6pm in
Silverton at the Cup + Saucer Cafe (good
eats at this one!), and at New Denver’s
Hidden Garden Gallery Wednesday, May
6th, 10am - noon; Thursday, May 7th, 1pm
- 3pm; or Saturday, May 9th, 11am - 1pm.
For info on BC-STV see www.stv.ca.
TRASH ART CHALLENGE:
Trashformation Gala, Friday April 24th,
Winlaw Hall, 7-9:30pm. Guest Artist
Sandra DeVries, Costumes, Judging of
artwork and more. Public Display of

artwork, Saturday April 25th, 11-4pm.
See the art, hear the Slocan Valley Band.
Refreshments. Info: 226-7768. Sponsored
by Slocan Valley Arts Council for Arts and
Culture Week.
WINLAW ELEMENTARY’S annual
SPRING FLING FUNDRAISER –
Saturday, April 25, 11:00 am to 2:00 pm,
Winlaw School Field. Featuring a fabulous
“Art in the Park” display of the students’
artistic renditions of Frog Peak! Help
support the Winlaw PAC, which provides
funding for a variety of activities for the
students at Winlaw School. This year’s
Spring Fling will include a concession table,
baked goods, a plant and seed sale, manure
raffle, crafts, and local live music. Student
artwork will also be available for purchase
in a closed bid auction.
AGM FOR JONATHAN WHITE Client
Support Group Society to be held at 220
Slocan Ave., New Denver, BC at 7:00 pm,
April 29, 2009.

Employment opportunity

SCHOOL DISTRICT NO. 10 (Arrow
Lakes) has a Principal position for Lucerne
Elementary-Secondary School in New
Denver. For details, please see the following
websites: www.applytoeducation.com,
www.educationcanada.com, and www.
sd10.bc.ca.

For rent

AVAILABLE MAY 1st, Nice 15 x 20
office or gallery located next to the Silverton
Building Supplies. $250.00/Month + small
utility. Call 250-358-2293.
PRIVATE 3 BD post and beam house, lake
view, walking distance to Kaslo village and
park, available for rent June 1. $ 1400 +
utilities per month. No pets, No Smoking.
References required. Tel 604 892 5176
email: coachp@telus.net.
LARGE, BEAUTIFULLY FURNISHED
master bedroom for single or couple, share
home, off Red Mtn. Rd., great views,
privacy, no inside smoking or pets. $450/
month. 358-2707.

Next Valley Voice
Deadline:
April 17, 2009

For sale
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MOUNTAIN CORAL PRODUCTS are
available again in New Denver. Selling skin
care bars and powdered Mountain Coral.
Call 250-358-7171.
FOR SALE: COUCH & CHAIR –
vintage, overstuffed, good shape. $100 for
both. 358-2816 or 358-2818.

Garage sale

BEAUTIFUL FURNITURE SALE,
antiques of interest, fair prices. Diana is
downsizing. Sat., May 2, 9:00 am - 3:00 pm,
Rosebery across from Wild Rose. Come!

Health

YOGA AT THE DOMES - Spring is on
its way - gardens are appearing - paths are
melting! Time to keep the connections in
the body envitalized. Abundance is in the
air. MONDAY MORNINGS 9-10:30 am
FLOW CLASS - The flow of life begins
within. Open to all levels all the time.
THURSDAY AFTERNOONS - 3:30-5:00
pm RESTORATIVE CLASS - A time to
slow down and deeply rejuvenate through
simple postures, to open up to the breath and
restore the body, mind and spirit. Open to
all levels all the time.
FULL SPECTRUM BODY WORK
offers deep tissue and stress reduction
treatments in the privacy of your own
home. For additional info and to book
appointments please call 358-6808.
PILATES WITH SUSAN in Nakusp
- Discover this powerful, head to toe,
workout for all fitness levels. Call 265-4952
or visit my website at www.susanspilates.
com.

Help wanted

EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITY - Full
& part time work at The Cup and Saucer
Café, Silverton. Drop in and see us for more
details or call Julie 250-358-2267.
TRAIL BUILDERS WANTED for
Kootenay Columbia Trails Society. Must
be currently unemployed forestry worker.
Wages from $15 per hour. Application
deadline May 1, 2009. See website for
details: www.rossalindtrails.ca.

Classifieds continue
on page 18

BUSINESS DIRECTORY

AUTOMOTIVE • SMALL MOTORS • MACHINE SHOP
WEST KOOTENAY
MACHINE SHOP
SALES & SERVICE
98 - 1st Street, Nakusp • 265-4911
OPEN 6 DAYS A WEEK
CHAINSAWS
TRIMMERS
• Stihl
• Homelite
• Husqvarna
• Stihl • Toro
MOWERS
• Husqvarna
• Snapper
SMALL ENGINES
• Toro
• Tecumseh
• Lawnboy
• Briggs & Stratton

915 Front Street
Nelson, BC V1L 4C1
(Railway Side Access)

General Machining
Parts Repaired or
Remanufactured

• welding repairs • full service
& repair • licenced technician •
radiator repairs & service • mobile
service available • fast, friendly

The clear choice for
all your glass needs!

Nakusp 265-4406

FLORIST

Fern’s

Now delivering to New Denver
& Silverton on Saturdays!
Call me and we can arrange anything!
KASLO: Phone/Fax: 1-250-353-7474

JEWELRY
Jo’s Jewelry

Custom Work and Repair in
Silver and Gold, by Appointment

358-2134

New Denver, Goldsmith Jo-Anne Barclay

5549 Frontage Road
Burton, BC

and

250-352-2123

Dave Smith

201 Broadway
265-3252

111 Mcdonald Drive, Nelson, BC
ph 250-352-3191
sales@mainjet.ca • www.mainjet.ca

24 Hr Towing and Recovery
Auto Repairs & Tires
Auto Parts

Shop Phone/Fax

24 hour towing
1007 hwy 23, nakusp
ph: 265-4577

NAKUSP GLASS

BCAA Towing

Caribou Service
(250) 265-3191

Slocan Auto &
Truck Repairs

Owner/Machinist

INDUSTRIES
Your Friendly neighbourhood Mechanic

•Automotive Electrical Specialist •BC Certified Mechanic
• Certified Vehicle Inspector •Small Engine Certified

(250) 353-2800 • 8845 Hwy 31 • Kaslo

CLEANING

24 hour towing
BCAA, Slocan, BC
355-2632

RECYCLING
MOUNTAIN VALLEY STATION
BOTTLE DEPOT
Slocan City • 355-2245
Open MON - SAT 9-5
Your “Bottle Drive” Specialists

COMPUTER

- Repairs
Palmer
- Upgrades
Computer - Consulting
Microsoft Certified
Services
Systems Engineer
Phone: 355-2235
ken@palmercomputerservices.com

ACCOUNTANT
Mark Adams

Beside Slocan Park Service
2976 Highway 6, Slocan Park

Certified General Accountant

This space could be yours for
$10.00 + GST per issue.
Call 358-7218 or email:
valleyvoice@netidea.com
for details

Advertise in the Valley Voice

P.O. Box 279
New Denver, BC
V0G 1S0

BUS. 250-358-2411

Your locally owned, independent
community newspaper
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Obituary

LEONORA GRETTON CROSSLEY
SAW HER 96TH SPRING
OCTOBER 18, 1913 – APRIL 10, 2009
CROSSLEY: Leonora Crossley (nee
Woods) was born in Regina, Saskatchewan,
and moved to Nelson with her family
as a young child. Lee married Atkinson
Crossley of Nelson with whom she lived
for 62 years, enjoying, family, garden,
community activity and many creative
pursuits. Atkinson and Lee resided first in
Nelson, then for many years in Rossland,
and retired to Robson. Their retirement was
enriched by many winters at their cottage
near Joshua Tree, California, where they
explored the High Desert and shared a
prolific garden with people who did not
know that vegetables could be grown on
the desert. They also enjoyed travel in
Australia. After the death of Atkinson in
1998, Lee moved to Slocan, then in 2001
to the Pavilion in New Denver.
Leonora was predeceased by her
husband Atkinson; son Cecil; grandson,
Owen Bollerup; and great granddaughter,
Gessica Englund. She is survived by
daughters Gwen Bollerup (Ross) and
Phyllis Del Puppo (Ken) and sons Alfred,
James, Roger (Louise) and Ted (Sandra), 15
grandchildren: Sheila, Tasha, Shaun, Soleil,
Rowan, Veronica, Maylene, Kealy, Marcy,
Brian, Christine, Byron, Ellen, Robyn
and Amber, and 14 great grandchildren:
Samantha, Trevor, Allison, Colby, Soleil,
Mackenzie, Summer Lee, Carly, Jaydan,
Abigail, Amelia, Noah, Olivia, and Thomas.

Leonora will be remembered for her
loving devotion to family and home, her
love of natural beauty, art, music and travel,
her spirit of adventure, and her life-long
joy of reading. We will all miss her deeply.
We would like to thank the Pavilion
staff for their loving care of her and in lieu
of flowers, donations would be very much
appreciated by the New Denver Pavilion,
Box 129, New Denver, BC. V0G 1S0. An
afternoon/evening Memorial will be held
for Lee at the Bosun Hall in New Denver
on July 4th.
Arrangements are under the direction
of Thompson Funeral Service Ltd.
QUIN, KATHERINE JESSIE
April I, 1931 to February 7, 2009
Born in Alberta in the Werbecky family,
Kathy moved to B.C., married and had
three boys David, Wayne, and Mathew
Tipler. She married Alan Quin in 1967 and
lived at Cowichan Bay, B.C. Alan had three
boys, Anthony, Paul and Donald. Kathy and
Alan retired to Hills, B.C in August 1977
to a small farm. In the spring of 1983 the
farm house burned down, was rebuilt with
much appreciated community support.
For health reasons Kathy and Alan moved
to New Denver in 1990 to a remodeled
house located at 719 Ninth Avenue. Shortly
after Alan’s passing in 1992, Kathy was
diagnosed with Alzheimer’s and continued
to live in the family house until she moved
to Sterling Alaska in 2003 to be with Wayne,
Wilma and family.
Kathy and Alan enjoyed their 25
plus years living in the New Denver area
and appreciated the rural community
lifestyle, history, and scenery and recreation
opportunities available. Some family
members shared that experience when
visiting them. They will be missed by their
remaining sons and their families. They
leave behind several grandchildren in
Canada, Alaska and Australia.
SLATER, RHODA-ANNE passed
away on April 7, 2009 at the Kootenay
Boundary Regional Hospital. She was born

COMMUNITY

in Penticton, BC on December 26, 1948.
Rhoda is survived by her loving husband
of 20 years, David Postnikoff, and her two
daughters Shannon and Alana. There will be
a memorial service for Rhoda at a later date.
Cremation has taken place. Bill Strilaeff
of Personal Alternative Funeral Services
“Carberry’s Chapel” was entrusted with
arrangements.

Lost

LOST: PLASTIC WINDOW for jeep soft
top. Blew out last fall. Please call 358-7969.

Notices

FOR INFORMATION ON AA OR
ALANON MEETINGS contact Therese
358-7904; John 265-4924; Tonio 358-7158;
Dave 353-2658; Joan 355-2805; Dan 3597817; Bill 226-7705.
AREA H NORTH TV UPDATE - Please
note that local channels 7 - CTV and
8 - NBC are down for a few weeks to
allow system upgrade and improvements.
Channel 6 - Knowledge is currently moved
to the 7 slot. Area H North TV Society asks
for your patience as we continue to improve
the system we have.
NOTICE: SAPPHO’S BAKERY will
be closed this week but will re-open again
Thursday April 30. Our great bread is
available at Ann’s Natural Foods and at
Harvest Thyme Produce.
SLOCAN PARK IMPROVEMENT
DISTRICT Annual General Meeting April
29th at 7:00 p.m. Slocan Park Community
Hall.

Livestock

KOOTENAY MOBILE POULTRY
ABBATTOIR - We slaughter chickens
and turkeys. Food safety inspected and
bagged. For the East/West Kootenays,
turkeys not to be over 20 lbs. Employment
offered. Call for slaughter schedule and
employment. Please let us know ASAP if
you’re interested in our services! Gerry,
250-489-5798.

Business Classified Ads
start at $10.00
Call 358-7218 for details

			

Pets

FROG PEAK PET RESORT – brand
new facility – five indoor/outdoor
kennels. 2-acre, fenced adventure
park. On leash excursions. Owner
experienced vet assistant. 250-226-7660.
frogpeakpetresort@columbiawireless.ca
www.frogpeakpetresort.com.

Slocan Valley Recreation

BIKE SWAP - Sunday, April 26th 10:0012:00 noon, Slocan Park Hall.
CREATE A HANGING BASKET Sunday, April 26th noon to 2:00 p.m.
MORNING BOOT CAMP - Monday
mornings 9:30 a.m. Meet at MSSS
Tennis Courts.
SPRING ROCK WALK - With Lesley
Anderton, Sat. May 2nd
MAD ABOUT MORELS - With Robert
McCrae, Sat. May 9th
THERAPEUTIC TOUCH - With Camille
Roberts, Tuesday evenings in May.
DIPPING WATER - A canoe trip that
went on and on and on. Wed. May 13th.
Slocan Park Hall.
WINLAW PARK CLEANUP DAY Sunday, May 3rd. 10 a.m. at Winlaw
Regional and Nature Park.
SPRING LEISURE GUIDE IS OUT Available at all valley stores and at the
Rec’ Office.

226-0008
Services

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL
SEPTIC TANK CLEANING: “Serving
the Valley” 7 days/wk, 24-hr. All-Around
Septic Services, Don Brown (250) 3543644, emergency 352-5676.
ROGAN ELECTRIC Residential,
commercial, industrial wiring. Local
references available. All work guaranteed.
“We get the job done.” 353-9638.
DANGER TREE FALLING – Have
insurance. Reasonable rates. Logging
equipment available. Firewood splitter.
Falling certification. Free estimates. Bill
Patterson, 250-355-2696.
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I WILL PICK UP YOUR
RECYCLABLES (pop and beer cans
and bottles, tin, glass containers, milk
jugs, aluminum containers). No garbage,
cardboard or paper. Please contact Lorelle
at 250-355-9247; cell: 505-9287. Don’t
forget to tell your friends and neighbours!

Wanted

ATTENTION ARTISTS – The Cup and
Saucer Café in Silverton has a wall waiting
to be filled with your beautiful art. Come in
or call us 250-358-2267.
WANTED: VENDORS for tables at flea
market in Silverton, April 25 and April
27, 10 am – 3 pm. Call Paula for details.
358-2707.
VENDORS, CRAFTERS, & ARTISANS
for Whatshan Lake Music Festival, July 10,
11 & 12, 2009. Contact 250-275-4793 or
manager@whatshan.com.

Forest Service Roads
will be upgraded,
province says
submitted

The province is spending a little over
half a million dollars to improve forest
service roads (FSRs) in the West Kootenay.
The roads scheduled for work include
the Idaho Peak FSR near New Denver;
Pedro Creek FSR between Castlegar and
Slocan; Duncan River FSR north of Duncan
Lake; Glacier Creek FSR at the south end of
Duncan Lake, and the Granby FSR north of
Grand Forks, which serves as a shortcut to
Edgewood and the Needles ferry.
The maintenance will include grading,
ditching, brushing, rock scaling and
surfacing with calcium chloride to reduce
dust and improve visibility, on almost 90
km of roads.
The FSRs provide access to rural
residences and to recreation sites. The
provincial and federal governments have
allocated $40 million to improve these roads.

BUSINESS DIRECTORY

EQUIPMENT RENTAL

CONSTRUCTION • HOME • GARDEN

HALL LUMBER
& BUILDING SUPPLIES

Certified Organic Bedding Plants
Selected Perennials
9:00 - 5:00 Daily,
April through June
Perry Siding
7231 Avis Rd.

• 355-2459

COMPLETE SALES
SERVICE AND
INSTALLATION
YOUR VALLEY COMFORT AND BLAZE KING DEALER
SPECIALIZING IN WOOD/ELECTRIC, WOOD/OIL AND
WOOD/GAS COMBINATION FURNACES
Certified • Insured

ICF Building Products
“We provide Star Service”
1-888-289-4731

KF PowerVac

Duct Cleaning & Duct Sanitizing
Local: 355-2485 • Toll-free: 1-888-652-0088
email: carrie@netidea.com

• Registered Septic System
designer and installer •
• Ready Mix Concrete •
• Lock Blocks • Drain Rock •
• Road Crush • Sand & Gravel •
• Dump Trucks • Excavator •
• Crusher • Coloured Concrete •
• Site Preparation •
Box 1001, Nakusp, BC, V0G 1R0
Ph. 265-4615 • vieirac@telus.net

Tradesman Electric

265-9955
Locally owned & operated in Burton
Serving the Arrow & Slocan Lakes areas

Hundreds of styles to
choose from!!

Crescent Bay
Construction Ltd.

JEMS Propane Ltd.
Installation and maintenance

Window
Washing
Gutter
Cleaning
• Spring Cleaning • Home Detailing
• House Prepping • Painting
Call now for your free consultation!

265-0241

commercial • residential
new construction • renovations
Reliable friendly service
Free Estimates Call Steve 226-7163

P&L Flooring Sales

Slocan City, BC • (250) 355-0088
website: www.kootenayfurnace.com
email: kfurnace@netidea.com

Open Mon, Tues, Wed, Fri & Sat
10 am to 5 pm
PHONE 250-269-0043
Find us at 280 Lower Inonoaklin Rd.
Edgewood, BC

Eric Waterfield — Construction

call Jim Berrill
(250) 359-5922

Your local bulk dealer & service centre

PLATE TAMPERS, JUMPING JACKS, REBAR
BENDER JACKHAMMERS, HAMMER DRILLS,
CONCRETE MIXERS, CONCRETE SAWS,
TILECUTTERS, BLOCKCUTTERS, SCAFFOLDING,
FLOOR SANDERS, NAILERS - ALL TYPES,
LM ROTARY LAZER TRANSIT, GENERATORS,
WATER PUMPS, COMPRESSORS, INSULATED
TARPS, PRESSURE WASHERS, ROTO TILLER,
PROPERTY PIN LOCATOR, CHIPPER/SHREDDER,
GAS POST HOLE DIGGER, WOODSPLITTER
...AND MUCH MORE!
PHONE 358-2632
1-888-358-2632

BAKERY
Sappho’s Bakery
Peter’s New & Used Windows & More
Sales & Installations

• Energy Efficient Vinyl & Wood Windows •
• Residential Installations & Renovations/Upgrades •
• Wooden & Metal Doors •
Peter Demoskoff • Cell: 250-608-0505
Tel: 250-399-4836 • Fax: 250-399-4831

HAIR

Nakusp, BC • Ph. 250 265-3747 • Fx. 250 265-3431
• Email cresbay@telus.net

FOR ALL YOUR
PROPANE NEEDS
359-7373
1-800-471-5630

COLES
RENTALS
HEATERS (PROPANE & ELECTRIC)

Advertising doesn’t cost.
It Pays!

Rear, 309 Kildare St. New Denver
Thurs – Sat, 10 am – 2 pm, 5 – 8 pm
Pizza, Fresh Bread Daily
358-2119

Meat Cutting

Legendary Meats

Bulk - Beef, Pork, Buffalo
and Sausage Sales
Custom Cutting & Sausage Making,
Curing & Smoking of Bacons & Hams
Spring & Summer Hours:
Open Wed., Thurs. & Fri.
9 am till 5 pm
Phone: 226-7803
2826 Hwy 6 • Slocan Park

April 22, 2009

COMMUNITY

The Valley Voice

$15.3-million Kootenay Lake Hospital renovation announced, April 9
by Jan McMurray
A $15.3-million renovation to
Kootenay Lake Hospital in Nelson was
announced on April 9. The renovation
will triple the size of the emergency
department, double the number of ER
beds, and establish a new CT scanner
suite adjacent to the ER. The project is
scheduled to be completed in 18 months.
The Nelson and Area Health Task
Force (HTF) is happy to hear about the
renovations, but does not think they will
address patient safety at KLH. “They don’t
include a resident surgeon or ICU beds,
and the CT scanner isn’t scheduled to be
operational until 2011 or 2012,” said Glyn
Humphries, chair of the HTF. The HTF is
a citizen group that has been advocating
for the restoration of services at KLH
since 2002, when the IHA withdrew all
surgery services and closed the Intensive
Care Unit.
Humphries says the HTF and ER
doctors want a surgeon, an ICU and a
temporary CT scanner immediately.
“An ICU, CT and surgeon are essential
tools in every ER doctor’s best practice
– take a look at comparable communities
throughout BC. Leasing a temporary CT
scanner also allows doctors to diagnose
seriously ill patients now. Patients, doctors
cannot afford the wait,” he said.
Dr. Andrew Murray, KLH chief of
staff, has responded to the HTF’s concerns
in a letter to the editor. Regarding a
temporary CT scanner, he states, “It is

the strong conviction of the KLH and
KB admin staff that the time, effort and
logistics required to find, purchase and
install a temporary portable CT machine
and to find one or more CT techs within a
few months will seriously detract from the
staff’s ability to simultaneously move this
complex, large and important renovation
project forward properly i.e. effectively
and efficiently.”
On the matter of a resident surgeon,
Murray states that the 2002 decision
was to ensure that each Health Service
Area has sustainable regional acute care
services. “This means that each HSA
will have one regional hospital where
the regional call groups (such as surgery)
will be located. The purpose is to ensure
that all regions have specialist call groups
which are large enough that ongoing
24/7 specialist service will be available.
Singleton surgeons can deliver a great deal
of necessary service, but not the essential
regional requirement of uninterrupted
24/7 call.”
The regional hospital in Trail has four
surgeons providing 24/7 service. Murray
states, “The debatable and controversial
issue is that of whether the KB patient
population can support a fifth surgeon. The
senior leadership team is the responsible
body for patient care in the KB HSA
and it is their judgment that introducing
a resident KLH surgical service may
destabilize the regional surgical service to
such an extent that 24/7 surgical cover at

the regional hospital may be jeopardized.”
The Nelson and Area Health Task
Force is hosting a health forum on April 30
at 7 pm at the Hume Hotel. There will be
a panel including two doctors and a nurse.

Nelson-Creston candidates Michelle
Mungall and Josh Smienk have confirmed
their attendance. Mike Stolte, executive
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director of the Centre for Innovative
and Entrepreneurial Leadership, is the
moderator.

Suzuki concert in Silverton

submitted
The annual collaborative concert of
Suzuki string teachers from Kaslo, New
Denver, and Nelson takes place at the
Silverton Memorial Hall May 3 at 2 pm.
The program involves about 50
students playing violin, viola, cello,
and guitar. The students come from the
studios of Daphne and Miranda Hughes,
Stephanie Judy, and David Stewart. Each
studio will present its own sets of duets,
trios, and orchestral numbers – there’s
always a surprise!
A highlight of this event is the
Suzuki ‘playthrough’ beginning with the
most advanced repertoire and working
backwards gathering students until
everyone is involved in Variations on
Twinkle, Twinkle, Little Star, aka the
Suzuki National Anthem.
One of the delights of this event is
to see the progress made by individual
students over the past year.
Admission to the Suzuki Celebration
Concert is by donation. The brief AGM
of the West Kootenay Suzuki Association
immediately follows the concert.
For further information call David
Stewart, 250-366-4623 or Miranda
Hughes, 250-358-2282.

Corporal Todd Bowden of the Slocan Lake RCMP detachment recently
presented a $1,000 cheque to Rhonda Bouillet, president of the Slocan Lake
Arena Society (SLAS), for the renovation project at the Silverton curling
rink. An avid recreational hockey player and organizing chair of the annual
Constable Jean Minguy Memorial Hockey Tournament in Vernon, Corporal
Bowden saw in the Slocan Lake Arena Society a worthy recipient for a
donation from the 2009 tournament’s revenues. Bouillet was appreciative of
this gesture “from the police to the kids.” SLAS has been working for years
to create a child-sized indoor ice arena, complete with second hand hockey
boards and a sound system, at the curling rink.
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RESTAURANT/WINE & BEER

Winlaw Brew-Op

Open Tuesday - Sunday
9 am - 4 pm

Main St. New Denver 358-2381

Specialty Coffees, Teas,
U-Brews and Kits for Home
• Open Every Day

Nakusp

N
P

ick’s
lace

265-4701

Lemon Creek
Lodge & Campground

WINTER HOURS
8 am - 9 PM

Seven Days a Week!

QUALITY PIZZA anytime!

265-4880
Air Conditioned
Non-Smoking

93-5th Ave.

Nakusp

Beside Slocan Park Service
2976 Highway 6, Slocan Park

REAL ESTATE

Tammy Peitzsche

“Your Valley Realtor”
- Competence
- Integrity
- Results
Free Market Evaluation
isoldit@shaw.ca
250 365-9640

Selkirk Realty

265-3635
E-mail: paulaconrad@royallepage.ca
Website: www.royallepage.ca/selkirkrealty

Free Consultation

GROCERY • HEALTH FOOD
Groceries, fresh produce, fresh meat,
Agency Liquor, organic foods,
in-store deli, in-store bakery.

Open 7 days/week, 9 am - 8 pm

Slocan, BC • ph:355-2211 • fax: 355-2216

Ann’s Natural Foods
Ann Bunka

- 358-2552 805 Kildare St., New Denver

Mon. - Fri. 7 A.M. - 4 P.M.
Sat. 11 A.M. - 4 P.M.

HEALTH

Hand & Soul Healing Centre

Chiropractor, Larry Zaleski, D.C.
Mondays & Fridays - Silverton
Every other Wednesday in Winlaw or Nakusp
Counsellor/Healing Facilitator
Sue Mistretta, M.A., CCC.

358-2177

PAULA CONRAD
HOME: (250) 358-2707

Slocan Village Market

Apple Tree
Sandwich Shop
The

Soup, Sandwiches & Desserts
358-2691
tfn

Year-round facility
Licensed Restaurant
Open Thurs - Sun
5 PM - 8 PM
1-877-970-8090

Wine & Beer Making Kits
to satisfy all budgets!
Take-Home Kits, or Brew it with Us!
Open 11:00 to 6:00 Tues. to Sat.
5972 Cedar Creek Road, Winlaw • 226-7328

Re-Awakening
Health Centre
• Health Products, healing sessions
• New Age cards & books
• Sensual products¶ ¶

¶

¶

¶

¶

320 Broadway St. Nakusp		 265-3188

358-2443

Oso Renewable Energy

Colour/B&W Laser Printing/Copying • Digital Photography
Word processing • Scanning • Faxing • Binding • Laminating
CUSTOM CARDS • BROCHURES • CALENDARS • NEWSLETTERS

The best selection of photo cards of local views anywhere
1007 Josephine St. (Box 298), New Denver
Ph. 358-2435 essay@direct.ca Fax 358-2607

• Zack Graphics & Inks •
Printer Sales ~ Discount Inkjet Cartridges
Photo Papers ~ Guaranteed Inkjet refills
eBay Marketing ~ Digitial Design

250-358-2111 • izack@telus.net

612 Josephine St. • Box 292 • New Denver, BC V0G 1S0

Passmore
Laboratory Ltd.

Water Testing • Flow Measurements
CAEAL certified to test drinking water
We’re in the Valley at: 1-250-226-7339
Jennifer & Tony Yeow passlab@xplornet.com

Silverton & Winlaw

Empowering you to harvest green, free, locally sourced energy!
Solar Hot Water, Solar Electric, Microhydro
Back-up power - Design and Installation
A capital Investment with reliable returns
Oh so durable tools for a secure energy future

Kip Drobish (250) 358-2660

www.OsoSolar.com
For all your
insurance
needs
HUB INTERNATIONAL
Barton
265-3631
INSURANCE
1-800-665-6010
BROKERS

RECREATION

ENGINEERED WITH YOU IN MIND

Ph: 359-7111 Fax: 359-7587
www.playmorpower.com

Stone Massage • Deep Tissue
Salt Glows • Mud Wraps & More

MASSAGE
myofascial release • deep tissue massage • relaxation massage

Playmor Junction Hwy 6 & 3A

Susan L. Yurychuk • 250-358-6804

1043 Playmor

By Appointment Only • New Denver

MASSAGE THERAPIES

Myofascial, Swedish, Lymphatic, Joint Play, Craniosacral,
Visceral, Somatoemotion, Chakras, Nutrition etc.
MTA rates (Low income consideration)
also MSP, WCB, ICBC & care plans
Garth R. Hunter, R.M.T.
Slocan Health Clinic - Thursdays

250-358-2364 • Mobile & Office

WRITER/EDITOR

Your Local Grocer

New Denver

PROFESSIONAL SERVICES

Silverton
358-7292

Advertise in the Valley Voice. It pays!!!
Call 358-7218 for details • email: valleyvoice@netidea.com • website: www.valleyvoice.ca

Bosun Hall

For all occasions with
rates to suit your needs.
Rentals of tables, chairs,
dishes. Bev 358-7771 or
carolbellbc@yahoo.ca

Kootenay Restorative
Justice
working toward
restoring balance
and healthy communication in
our communities

krjustice@wegcss.org

www.jonesboysboats.com
Ainsworth, British Columbia
4080 Hwy 31 N
Call: 1-877-552-6287

(250) 353-2550 Fax (250) 353-2911

HARBERCRAFT

Lester Koeneman
Phone 265-3128 or
24-hour Fax 265-4808
Broadway St. Nakusp
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Accessible holiday cabins open on the lake

New cocktail dresses are
in! Tuxedo Rentals also
available.
Come on in and browse!

Wedding Dresses & Prom Dresses, Mother of the Bride & Bridesmaid
Dresses, Cocktail Dresses, Custom Design & Accessories
1B-1801 Columbia Ave (above CIBC),
Castlegar 250-304-1901,
info@kissthekootenaybride.ca
www.kissthekootenaybride.ca

Cabins on Bigelow Bay
Rustic, luxury vacation cabins tucked
into the forest on the banks of pristine
Slocan Lake

by Katrine Campbell
N e w D e n v e r ’s n e w e s t
accommodations business is
taking reservations and filling up
fast. The Cabins on Bigelow Bay
are a little different from the other
resorts in the area – the cabins and
the grounds were designed to be
fully accessible to persons with
disabilities.
Owner Isy Schumann is on an
accessibility mission, not only for
her own business, but for all the
others in the area.
“It’s a whole new market,” she
says. “A lot of people out there
have some form of disability. I
would like to see this community
turn our area into a destination
area for the disabled…I am trying
to encourage ways to develop a
low-impact economy that benefits
the community and people with
physical disabilities.”
Not only the wheelchair-bound
have a problem getting around,
Schumann notes.
“We’re an aging population

Opening July 1 2009
st

A new waterfront resort on 3 acres
adjacent to the village of New Denver
in the West Kootenays of British Columbia
Our two self-catering timber frame cabins have full
kitchens, washer/dryer, woodstove, heated floors,
barbeque, fire pit, hi-speed internet, all kitchenware and
linens. Swimming beach. Wheelchair accessible. Now
accepting reservations.
PO Box 267
New Denver BC V0G 1S0
250-358-2873
cobb@telus.net
www.cabinsonbigelowbay.ca

with
Andrew
Rhodes

Good news at
the Kaslo Hotel

Hello again food fans all over the
place! We all know the drive from
New Denver to Kaslo on Highway
31A is a real treat – an ice-cream cone
for the eyes – and on Good Friday
I found myself in the company car
heading once again for Kaslo along

now – and I find with young
families that having a path you can
push a stroller on is a big deal.”
There are two cabins already
built, one available for bookings,
the other set to go as of July 1. The
Molly Hughes is a “honeymoon”
cabin; the soon-to-open Wee
Sandy is for families, sleeping
four to six people. Both were
built completely of timber cut and
milled on the three-acre property.
Even some of the furniture and
kitchen cabinets were made by
local craftsmen from the on-site
wood.
“It’s more than just a building.
Really, the spirit of the people that
worked on them is in there, too,”
says Schumann. “They definitely
have the flavour of the Slocan
Valley, very artistic.”
Schumann and her husband,
Dave Wills, moved here from
Canmore in 2003. Her mission
was inspired by several relatives,
including her father and her
mother-in-law, who both became

disabled.
“You can’t put a price tag on
seeing people enjoy things we take
for granted,” she says.
Two more cabins will be added
to the Cabins on Bigelow Bay, but
asked for a timeframe, Schumann
just laughed and showed she
is completely in tune with her
surroundings: “I’m on Kootenay
time…”, she said.
• Part of the provincial
government’s 2010 Legacies
program is Measuring Up, and one
of its mandates is to make BC a
destination place for the disabled,
by using ‘universal design’ in
provincial parks and encouraging
private businesses to get on board.
Universal design means barrierfree to everybody: wheelchair
accessible, no obstacles for the
blind, using colour contrast for
those with partial vision, and so on.
For more information
on Measuring Up, go to
www.2010legaciesnow.com/
measuring_up/.

one of BC’s most beautiful corridors.
I guess I’m just lucky. I’ve been
watching with great interest for
three years as the old Kaslo Hotel
disappeared and the new Kaslo Hotel
sprang up.
When the exterior of the new
hotel took shape I was already an
admirer of the place. It looks to
me just like a turn of the century
boom-town hotel put together with
a generous helping of understated
elegance and style. On Good Friday
I discovered the same elegance can
be found in abundance throughout
the hotel, and speaking of luck, I had
been invited to try out the restaurant,
AND to spend a night in one of
the rooms. How ’bout I start at the
beginning.
After parking down at the
lakeside park, I walked up Front
Street toward the hotel. Its huge
wrap-around balconies and patios
drew me to the front door where
the ever-helpful, good natured hotel
manager, Andy LeCouffe, welcomed
me and checked me in.
I’d been assigned to room 202
so up we went. Good golly miss
Molly! The room faced north with
a jaw-dropping panoramic view
of Kootenay Lake backdropped by
the mighty Purcell Mountains as
they shot up into a shocking blue
sky. Breathtaking! Soon I noticed
that room 202 itself was a study
in coziness, comfort, and, once
again, the easygoing elegance that
permeates the hotel. Each room is
unique. They vary in layout and
décor, and each is splendid in its
own right.
Impressive. There are 11 rooms
on the second floor, some single,
some double, with wet bars and office
space, and that VIEW!
The third floor features two rental
apartments. They are stunning. One
of them will sleep eight and has a full
kitchen, living room, high ceilings,
French doors onto the balcony, a wet
bar and that same knock-out view.
The other is a little smaller, but has
a view to the south of the Purcell’s
snow-capped Mt. Loki.
Every room in the hotel, by
the way, has one or two handmade

rocking chairs with leather upholstery
commissioned in Costa Rica. Nice
touch!
The entire hotel, every room, is
on a geothermal heating and cooling
system.
The new Kaslo Hotel is owned
and operated by John and Sue
Eckland. They’re from Nevada
and are veterans of this sort of
development. I was lucky enough
to meet them, and when I asked Sue
why they chose Kaslo she thought
for a second, raised her brows and
said “Because it’s so pretty here!”
I love that!
By this time I expected the dining
room and pub to have their own
subtle classiness, and comfort, and
they sure did.
The dining room and pub are
actually one extremely long room
that stretches the entire length of
the building. Windows all the way
down with the killer view, a Rumford
fireplace and a monster (covered)
patio. The room was lively. My
waitress Andrea (born and raised in
Kaslo) was charming and friendly.
There’s an array of appys to
choose from, including a plate full
of calamari fritti that looks like an
entrée. There are also crab cakes,
hot wings and baked brie to mention
a few. A variety of soups and salads
await you. Main plates start with
battered halibut and chips and
continue with bouillabaisse, chicken
dishes, burgers, sandwiches and a
12-oz New York steak. There’s a raft
of pasta dishes, vegetarian dishes
(including the eggplant tower) and
pizzas. There’s a kids menu, and a
good dessert choice. I couldn’t help
but order the New York steak and a
Caesar salad, to which I applied my
patented ‘Eyeball Test.’ It passed.
The steak was a perfect ‘raremedium-rare.’ My compliments to
the chef.
Good news: till May 13 or so, if
you spend a night at the Kaslo Hotel,
you receive two complimentary
entrées. Book now.
I simply fell in love with the new
KASLO HOTEL. Remember this:
UNDERSTATED ELEGANCE!
GO THERE!

