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No rangers for Valhalla, Goat Range Provincial Parks
by Katrine Campbell
“What are a park ranger’s
duties?” The question seemed
simple, but long-time Valhalla Park
ranger Bob Fuhrer – who has just
found out he may not be rehired this
season – hesitated.
“That’s the first question I’m
asked, and it’s the hardest question I
have to answer,” he said.
“We’re in charge of public safety,
enforcement, conservation and
recreation – generally in charge of
the environment. We are different
from the contractors because we
are enforcement officers and that
power is given to us from the BC
government.”
What’s a typical day like?
“ We n e v e r k n o w w h a t ’s
going to happen in a day. The
object of the day’s work might be
to paint an outhouse, but on the
way there we talk to people, give
them information, make wildlife
observations, occasionally help
people out – a lot of individual things
that come during the course of the
day that we approach on a priority
basis. Whatever is most important is
what we end up doing, even though
it’s not what we set out to do in the
morning.
“And I love it.”
Fuhrer has been a seasonal
ranger for 17 years, 15 of them in
Valhalla Park. There used to be four
of them sharing the workload; then
Goat Range Wilderness Park was
added to their responsibilities, with
no additional staff. They were told to
go there when they had time.
Then the roster was reduced to
two people in 2001, and now it might
be “zero with a zed.” There are two
rangers, stationed in Nelson, to cover
the whole West Kootenay.
“When there were four of us, all
trails in Valhalla Park were spickand-span, cleared of deadfalls.
Everything that physically got done
in the park, we did.”
The Ministry of Environment
says it can’t tell how many people
will be working as park rangers
because the budget hasn’t been
finalized. Minister Barry Penner told
the Valley Voice “we have to tighten
our belts. We probably won’t be able
to hire as many seasonals this year as
last year, so it’s the seasonal rangers
where there is going to be a decrease.
“I understand people would
prefer us to hire as many as we can
– I used to be a ranger myself – but
we have to find savings that will have
the least impact.”
The decisions on hiring aren’t
being made in Victoria, Penner said,
but by regional managers who are

drawing up priority lists.
Penner said there were 225 fulltime equivalent employees (FTEs)
in the Parks Service last year, and
possibly 200 this year. The BCGEU
says there were only 144 seasonal
rangers last year. And the Western
Canada Wilderness Committee and
Sierra Club released a Freedom of
Information document which shows
there were 63.8 FTEs in 2006/07,
and 10 full-time, year-round rangers.
The ministry’s total budget is
$200 million. Asked why this was so

low, compared to the billions being
spent on Olympics infrastructure
in the Lower Mainland, Penner
said Olympic spending was from a
capital budget; his was an operating
budget and faced a downturn because
the Province’s revenue is forecast
to drop by $6 billion over the next
three years.
“With large increases in spending
on health care and education,” he
added, “other ministries have had to
tighten their belts. We’re trying to do
it in a way that has the least impact

on the public.
“My belief is that this is a
temporary measure, and we will be
able to hire more people when the
economy rebounds.”
When asked why rangers were
being cut when jobs have already
been slashed to the bone since the
Liberals came to power, Penner
repeated that the government
wanted to protect health care and
education. As for the threat to public
safety posed by not having rangers
patrolling the lakes and backcountry,

Penner said the regional managers
would have to deploy the remaining
staff where the greatest need is.
Fuhrer is skeptical. The RCMP
and Provincial Emergency Program
use the rangers as a resource in forest
fire situations and missing persons
cases, because they know the terrain
and every drainage, often flying them
over the area to take a look.
“I’m not just fighting for jobs,
I’m fighting for the whole principle
of BC Parks, for the enjoyment of
future generations,” he says.

Kootenay West candidates Andy Morel (Green), Katrine Conroy (NDP), Zachary Crispin (Communist) and Brenda Binnie (Liberal) came to New Denver for an
All Candidates forum. See story, page 2.

Mobile poultry abattoir plans to come to Silverton area

by Jan McMurray
The Kootenay Mobile Poultry
Abattoir would like to hear from chicken
producers in the West Kootenay. The
mobile abattoir will come to Galena
Farm on Red Mountain Road near
Silverton this summer if there is enough
interest in the service.
“We’re setting up our schedule, so
we’d like to hear from people who need
our services. This will help us organize
the schedule,” said Gerald Brinders,
owner of the mobile poultry abattoir
unit. Brinders is also looking for four
to six local people to work on the unit
when it is here, and will be offering
training in the coming weeks.
Brinders built the mobile unit
last year and started operating in the
Cranbrook area. He is planning to
expand the service to Silverton, Salmo
and Creston this year.
A site on the Galena Farm property
has been approved for a docking station
for the mobile unit. If there is enough
interest in having the abattoir come

to Silverton, the station will be built
– it can be constructed very quickly.
Brinders says longer term plans are
in the works to build a second mobile
poultry abattoir that could be based
permanently in the West Kootenay.
Brinders has been raising sheep and
chickens as a sideline business since
1998. Although Brinders was planning
to retire, the new Meat Inspection
Regulation (MIR) created a need for
a licenced abattoir in the area. With no
one stepping up to the plate, he decided
to do it himself.
Brinders contacted the government
agencies involved with an idea to
build a fixed slaughterhouse on his
property. Discussions led to the idea
of a mobile abattoir, which is more
economical and can provide service
to more producers. “I received a lot of
support and encouragement from the
government – in fact, I was hounded for
a year!” chuckled Brinders. “As far as I
know, this is the only licenced poultry
unit in the province.”

The MIR, in effect since September
2007, requires all meat animals destined
to be sold for human consumption to be
inspected and slaughtered at a licenced
abattoir.

Gerald Brinders of the Kootenay
Mobile Poultry Abattoir can be reached
at 250-489-5798 (phone), 250-4262640 (fax) or brinders@telus.net
(email).

by Jan McMurray
With the Area H North OCP votes
tallying up in favour, the document
is heading for a public hearing on
Saturday, May 30 at 1 pm at the Bosun
Hall.
There were 105 votes in favour
(58%) and 75 votes against (41.4%)
the OCP in the recent informal mail-in
ballot process. A total of 421 packages
were sent out to property owners, with
a copy of the draft OCP and a ballot.
The response rate was very high, at 181
ballots returned (43%). The deadline for
responses was April 15.
Votes were counted by Randy
Matheson and Ramona Mattix, RDCK

staff. There was one vote per property.
Area H Director Walter Popoff
decided to conduct the informal vote
after holding a public meeting in January
to guage public sentiment about the
draft OCP. Popoff ran for office on an
anti-planning platform. Now that the
vote is over, he commented, “I have
done my due diligence and the majority
opinion supports the Area H North
OCP. The RDCK planning department
has been advised to proceed with the
public hearing. I would like to thank
the planning department, Area H North
Advisory Planning Commission, and the
residents for their work and input in the
development of the Area H North OCP.”

Area H North OCP gets ‘yes’ vote,
proceeds to public hearing

Visitor Information - page 17
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Kootenay West hopefuls come to New Denver for All Candidates forum
by Katrine Campbell
About 70 people showed
up April 29 to listen to and

question four rivals for the
Kootenay West MLA’s seat.
There was lively interest in the

A VIBRANT, HEALTHY, COMMUNITY
is a diverse one,
with innovation,
local production
and an ability
to adapt rapidly to changing conditions.
						
						

audience with a wide range
of questions coming from the
floor.

Elizabeth May, National
Green Party leader with
Andy Morel

CHECK OUT THE GREEN PARTY’S
“BETTER PLAN FOR BC”
• Building a New Economy… Caring for One Another
• Protecting Our Resources… Reforming Government

4VOTE GREEN

VOTE FOR ANDY MOREL
Contacts: Andy - andymorelgreen@gmail.com, 250-362-5042
Rob - robjolly@telusplanet.net, 250-359-7494
Websites: andymorel.ca		
www.bcgreens.ca
Paid for by Fred Bushell, financial agent for Andy Morel

Liberal Brenda Binnie,
New Democrat incumbent
Katrine Conroy, Communist
Zachary Crispin and Green
Andy Morel were in fine form,
passionately arguing their
points and also teasing each
other about a few verbal gaffes.
After each candidate spoke
for three minutes on their
parties’ platforms, the floor
was opened to the audience.
Binnie, the Liberal, spoke
first. She promised solutions
for community issues, and said
she would carry those issues
forward to the provincial level,
and ensure they are heard by the
government in Victoria.
Conroy, NDP, promised
environmental sustainability,
speeding up the economic
recovery, cutting the carbon tax,
and sound fiscal management
with an end to child poverty.
Crispin, the Communist,
made no promises, as his party
is rather unlikely to form the
next provincial government.
However, he called for reopening closed mills as
government-run union shops,
eliminating tuition fees, and
opening not-for-profit clinics
in every small town, as well as
an end to corporate rule.
Morel, the Green, said his
party would plan to adapt and
build a new green economy by
shifting taxes to consumption
instead of income, and create
new green jobs. He wants to
lower tuition fees and open
more health care centres, and
end the waste of money on a
“drug war that was lost years
ago.”
Asked why the NDP
opposed the carbon (gas) tax,
Conroy said it wasn’t high
enough, and needed to be at
least three times higher to be
effective. She noted the Obama
government was looking at
‘cap and trade’ and it made
more sense to look at the global
situation and act in concert with
other governments.
The second question was
directed to Binnie, asking why
the government supported such
environmentally unfriendly
practices as shipping ‘dirty’
oil from the Alberta tarsands
through the province to
seaports. Her reply was that
BC led the way with more than

$2 billion in climate change
initiatives since 2001, and that
her government’s policies were
supported by some of the top
environmentalists.
Asked about independent
power projects, or IPPs,
Morel said the Greens were
opposed and the best practice
was conservation, not new
generation. Crispin called
for nationalization of energy
and a turn to more renewable
systems.
Conroy called for a
moratorium on IPPs, noting they
weren’t all bad. The Columbia
Basin Trust is an IPP, she
said, but it is environmentally
sound and fiscally and socially
responsible; others proposed
or under construction are very
destructive.
Binnie was in favour of
IPPs. More power will be
needed as the economy grows,
and it is “better to create clean,
sustainable power than buy dirty
power” from other jurisdictions.
She blamed Rafe Mair for
spreading fear, and said David
Suzuki endorses IPPs.
Binnie also thanked the
previous NDP government for
putting in “the IPP called the
CBT.”
The next topic was close to
the Slocan Lake area audience
– the cuts to Park Rangers
in Valhalla and Goat Range
Provincial Parks.
Binnie said the budget
hadn’t been finalized, that there
was “some consideration that
some Park Rangers won’t be
employed this summer” and the
funding had to be used for health
care and education.
Funding doesn’t have to be
one or the other, said Conroy,
calling the situation “appalling.”
She added that Conservation
Officers’ positions had also been
reduced, some were having to
use their own vehicles, and
fishing licences were no longer
available in local stores.
Crispin, a student who
works part-time in a corner
store, says he’s been taking a lot
of flak from frustrated would-be
fishing licence buyers. Also, he
hasn’t seen the money going to
education or health care.
“I fear we’re going to
have a lot of tourists lost or
eaten,” Morel said. He called

for re-investment in the parks
and expansion of the rangers’
number.
The touchiest question
came from Gary Wright, New
Denver’s mayor. Referring to
the NDP’s policy of reserving
a number of ridings for female
candidates, he asked the four,
“Has your party refused to
endorse any candidates on the
basis of religion, race or sex?”
Morel, Crispin and Binnie
were off the hook on this one;
Conroy was not so lucky.
She explained that the
NDP policy came from the
membership through debates
over three years of conferences.
It’s not difficult for a woman
to get elected, she said, but it
is difficult for them to win the
nomination.
“Ghana and Iraq have better
participation rates than Canada,”
she said.
On the question of
health care, Conroy decried
the cuts to beds since 2001,
when the Liberals became the
government. The NDP would
talk to patients and to healthcare professionals to get ideas
to improve the system. She also
slammed the loss of emergency
room hours at Slocan Lake
Community Health Centre,
which combined with the lack
of ambulance service could
creates a dangerous situation in
an emergency.
Binnie said she would
be “very boisterous” in a
Liberal government to “make
sure we have the best health
care possible.” Coming
from Castlegar, she says, she
understands how people feel
about losing hospital service,
and wants to work with them to
find solutions.
Crispin believes there
is enough money in the
province to improve health
care and education, but “it’s
just being wasted.” We need
“truly universal, publicly
funded health care,” he said.
Morel says party politics
muzzled the ability of MPs
and MLAs to get their points
across but the Greens would be
“a major catalyst for change.”
There is a difference between
urban and rural health care, and
it’s a major challenge trying to
deal with the system, he said.
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Nelson-Creston candidates participate in health forum
by Jan McMurray
Health care is always an important
election issue, but it truly tops the list
this time in the Nelson-Creston riding.
Nelson’s Kootenay Lake Hospital
(KLH) was in the spotlight at a health
forum on April 30 at the Hume Hotel,
sponsored by the Nelson and Area
Health Task Force (HTF). The place
was packed.
The HTF and ER doctors at
KLH have been calling for a resident
surgeon, intensive care beds and a CT
scanner for several years. Last month,
the government announced a $15.3
million renovation to the hospital, to be
completed in fall 2010, that will triple
the size of the emergency department,
double the number of ER beds, and put
in a CT scanner. The renovations do not
address the request for a surgeon and
ICU beds, and they don’t deliver the
CT scanner soon enough for HTF and
ER doctors.
People in the hot seats up front
were: NDP candidate Michelle Mungall,
Liberal candidate Josh Smienk,
ER physician Dr. Rick Fleet, KLH
obstetrician Dr. Shiraz Moola, RN Bette
Craig, and publisher/editor Mitchell
Scott.
Dr. Fleet said the $15.3 million
renovation project was helpful, but
that the hospital had other immediate
needs. He said this was the only ER he
knew of in the whole province that was
serving this size population without a
CT scanner, surgeon or ICU.
Dr. Moola said it was well
established that victims’ chances of
survival are greater when there is timely
treatment, and noted that there are
many people in the area that live more
than one hour away from the regional
hospital in Trail. “Regionalization is not
centralization,” he said, indicating that
all services should not be centralized in
one hospital. “We need to think about
patients everywhere and provide quality
care as close to home as possible.”
Mitchell Scott, editor of Kootenay
Mountain Culture magazine, spoke
about the growing interest in outdoor
recreation opportunities in the Nelson
area and how this will put more pressure
on the health care system.
Bette Craig, retired RN and
president of Friends of Nelson Elders,
said a CT scanner, three high-risk
beds and a general surgeon were more
important for seniors than for the rest
of the population. She pointed out that
extended care beds and home care had

also been cut. “The population is aging
and we need these services now. The
Health Task Force recommendations
are just a start.”
Michelle Mungall, NDP candidate,
said that Tommy Douglas’ vision of
universal public health care is her
priority. “These three things [surgeon,
ICU and CT scanner] all make sense
and are necessary, so I am working with
Katrine Conroy and the NDP leadership
to get the services we need for optimum
patient care.” She said that when we
put money into prevention, we save
money because we lessen the load on
other services. “We need to ensure that
there are tools for doctors so they can
do their jobs. Let’s stop the direction of
privatization.”
Josh Smienk, Liberal candidate, said
that health care was the largest item in
the provincial budget (44%). He said
he was pleased with the $15 million
renovation announcement, and that he
sees both services and infrastructure as
important. “I support surgery, ICU and
the early installation of a CT scanner at
KLH, but we need a regional approach.”
He said his objective was to work with
the people.
Suzy Hamilton read a statement for
Sean Kubara, Green Party candidate.
Kubara supports the HTF and ER
doctors in their demands. Having cared
for her ill mother, she has personal
experience travelling from Argenta
or Kaslo to Trail for a CT scan or
ICU care. Kubara lamented that small
communities lose their seniors as they
move to be closer to health care. The
Green Party would set a maximum
allowable distance from acute care
facilities in rural areas, establish 24/7
clinics in rural areas, expand home care
support and assisted living services, and
offer financial assistance to families
providing care to seniors and disabled
family members.
One of the first questions from the
public was: “What will you do to bring
whistle blower protection for workers
who speak out?”
Mungall said the people on the front
lines know if the system is working or
not and they need to feel comfortable
saying so. She said that the NDP would
create a Health Quality Council, where
the system could be critiqued “and we
can nip it in the bud before it comes to
whistle blowing.”
Smienk said health care was all
about teamwork, and whistle blowing
was a sign that the teamwork wasn’t

working. “I support whistle blowing
legislation and building teamwork,”
he said.
Another questioner asked if the two
candidates were prepared to demand the

things the community needs. He said
the community has known for many
years what it needs, but the government
doesn’t always deliver, no matter who’s
in power.
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Smienk said he had asked Premier
Campbell before the election campaign
what leeway he had in the Liberal party.
Campbell told him that he must vote
continued on page 8

On May 12th, vote for Sean Kubara and
the BC Green Party in Nelson-Creston
Positive, Progressive
Policies for a Better BC
The Island Tides newspaper says:
“The real conscience of the election is found in
the ‘Green Book’, which also looks further into
the future than the other two parties. ‘A Better
Plan for British Columbia’ includes ‘Building
a new Economy’, ‘Caring For One Another’,
‘Protecting Our Resources’, and ‘Reforming
Government’. It is, in fact, quite a complete
platform ...”
You can read it at
http://www.greenparty.bc.ca/greenbook

4 Sean Kubara
Nelson-Creston
Green Candidate
Authorized by Andy Shadrack, Financial Agent, Campaign to Elect Sean Kubara, 250-353-7350

Josh Smienk - Proven Leadership
Talk with Josh!
Experienced, Dedicated, Involved - for YOU!
Contact Josh at 250-352-3295 or hqbclib@telus.net

www.joshsmienk.com

Approved by Murray Fish, Financial Agent, Josh Smienk Campaign 250-352-3295
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OPINION

Some election predictions...

Katrine Conroy wins in Kootenay West. Under redistribution, this seat has the
distinction of being the only seat in the province in which every poll voted in favour
of one party, that being the NDP. The only question is whether she increases her share
of the popular vote. I figure that she’ll do a little better this time around, because of
mounting frustration over IPPs and health care delivery in rural areas. It doesn’t hurt
that her leader has promised to re-instate all the park rangers that Campbell has cut.
Nelson-Creston will be a much tighter race. The Liberal candidate is a wellrespected local politician, and founding Chair of the Columbia Basin Trust. Josh
Smienk is well-known, and reasonably well thought of in most circles. He’s taken a
number of controversial positions over his career, but has mitigated that by producing
results for his constituents at the Regional District level. He’s shaken more hands
across the Kootenays than any other man that I know.
His NDP challenger, Michelle Mungall, is young and fiesty. She’s intelligent and
articulate, but not as well known as Smienk. She has a better organization, though,
that can be counted on to identify and get her vote out.
I figure this seat will go to whichever party forms government. Michelle Mungall
in a squeaker if the NDP win, Josh Smienk by a more comfortable margin if it’s the
Liberals that form government. Of course, I’ve been wrong before...
Dan Nicholson, publisher

The dangers
of staying the
course with the
Campbell Liberals

In her terrifying non-fiction
book The Shock Doctrine, Naomi
Klein states that “...neo-liberalism is
frequently spoken of as the second
colonial pillage.” Here in BC, under the
Campbell Liberals, we’ve experienced
many examples of neo-liberalism with
the selling off of public assets such
as BC Rail and BC creeks and rivers,
and with the downgrading of public
institutions such as justice, health,
education and other social services.
Gordon Campbell has said that if
he is re-elected he will “stay the course”
with his policies for governing BC, but
the phrase ‘staying the course’ is an
ominous one for the people of British
Columbia.
If Mr. Campbell is re-elected,
‘staying the course’ will mean more
cuts to public spending, and more
poverty for an increasing number of
BC citizens. Currently, 13 per cent of
BC’s population is living in poverty,
and for the fifth year in a row, BC has
the highest rate of child poverty in
Canada. By giving himself a 54 per
cent raise in 2008, Mr. Campbell was

showing contempt for the sufferings of
low-income people.
‘Staying the course’ also means
more privatization of public assets,
more destruction of the public school
system; more abuse of children in care,
and of seniors in nursing homes and
homes for the elderly; more corruption
in government; a further decline of
the availability of justice for the nonrich; more out-of-control cops, and
more deregulation to benefit multinational interests following the economic
doctrines of the Satanic Milton Friedman.
There will also be more government
obstruction of justice as has been seen
with Mr. Basi and Mr. Virk, who were
arrested for fraud and breach-of-trust in
December 2003; they have yet to come
to trial because the Liberal government
has something to hide concerning the
sale of BC Rail.
In the April 18 edition of The Globe
and Mail, columnist Mr. Gary Mason
stated that “…under the Liberals the
business of government is conducted
amid some of the lowest standards of
conduct and ethics anywhere in the
country.”
‘Staying the course’ with the
Campbell Liberals means that the
interests of business will continue to be
placed above the interests of the public.
Margaret Hill
Crescent Valley

EDITORIAL / LETTERS POLICY

The Valley Voice welcomes letters to the editor and community news
articles from our readers.
Letters and articles should be no longer than 500 words and may be
edited. We reserve the right to reject any submitted material.
Please mark your letter “LETTER TO THE EDITOR.” Include your
address and daytime phone number for verification purposes.
We will not knowingly publish any letter that is defamatory or libelous.
We will not publish anonymous letters or letters signed with pseudonyms,
except in extraordinary circumstances.
Opinions expressed in published letters are those of the author and not
necessarily those of the Valley Voice.
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IPPs

Local ingenuity producing power
for local people is a great thing. No
one is against that kind of ‘independent
power producer.’
The concern with the Liberal IPP
strategy is that the government is selling
the rights to our country’s rivers to
corporations based outside the country.
To sell rights to our rivers to people
who are not local is, indeed, green
energy — the color of American dollar
bills.
We Canadians need to smarten up.
Holley Rubinsky
Kaslo

The recession

The troops will be home by
Christmas. The recession will be over
by the end of the year. Once again we
are asked to listen the experts and delude
ourselves by borrowing more money to
solve the problems.
The same experts criticized China
for saving nearly $2 trillion in foreign
currency and not playing the game the
western way. Now China has moved
to centre-stage and is quietly calling
the shots.
Will we continue to move from
crisis to crisis or will we treat this
recession as a correction?
Patrick Mackle
Kaslo

Open letter to
the premier

I am baffled and bewildered that
you and your party have the audacity
to call yourselves the greenest party
in the running...
You congratulate yourselves on
creating new parks yet you have
removed all the park rangers... Who is
minding the store? What is the point in
designating a protected area and then
removing all the protectors?
I am very, very fearful of the
future of the entire park system in
this province. Once you allow it
to deteriorate beyond repair what
comes next? Privitization and
commercialization? Or will you bring
in contractors and usage fees and try
to convince the public that they will
offer the same passion and quality of
service and commitment to ecological
integrity of the park that the rangers
did? Building luxury lodges to raise
revenue and insuring that only the
wealthy have access to our special
places?
Shame on you!
Greatest place on earth? Well it
used to be...
Barbara Fuhrer
Silverton

			

Things to think
about before
voting

US Senator John McCain, when
he was running for president last year
repeatedly stated: “The fundamentals
of the US economy are strong.”
Canadian Prime Minister, before
the Opposition forced him to come
clean last winter, repeatedly stated the
financial crisis in the US would not have
a significant impact on the Canadian
economy.
BC Premier Gordon Campbell,
in his most recent campaign ads,
repeatedly states our province will not
be severely impacted by the global
financial crisis, and that “BC is the envy
of other provinces.”
The common link between these
three individuals is they all adhere to
the policies of deregulation (making
things easier for business), privatization
of health care and social programs, and
tax cuts.
Curiously, John McCain would
eventually flip flop on deregulation, and
towards the end of the campaign, start
advocating for more oversight. Prime
Minister Harper would take a similar
tact, praising Canada’s regulatory
systems for preventing a total meltdown
of the country’s banking system. Only
BC Premier Gordon Campbell has stuck
to the deregulate, privatize and tax cut
mantra.
US President Barack Obama, who
soundly defeated John McCain for
the office, refers to the policies of
deregulation, privatization and tax cuts,
as “rehashed, stale, tired, old ideas.”
And most of the world’s most respected
economists agree. In fact, they have
pinned the world’s current financial
crisis on “deregulation, privatization
and tax cuts.”
All I’m saying is: British
Columbians should be thinking about
these things when we go to the polls
on May 12.
Will Webster
Kaslo

We can’t afford
the NDP

We have a choice on May 12 to
either elect a government we don’t like,
or one we cannot afford.
Way back, the original support for
the NDP used to come from people with
jobs who paid taxes and just wanted a
square deal from governments. Over
the years, the NDP changed into a
party that handed out more freebies,
grants and higher welfare payments,
which attracted supporters not just here
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but also from other provinces. When
the NDP was in power, they nearly
tripled the welfare budget, effectively
bankrupting BC. A lot of able-bodied
welfare recipients, habitual grantseekers and freeloaders were naturally
quite happy with the NDP.
Who will forget the fast ferry
fiasco costing taxpayers one billion
dollars? Or the many other blunders
and scandals, which proved that the
NDP was incompetent and incapable
of governing.
The NDP could have protected the
watersheds, streams and creeks through
legislation. Instead, they continued to
allow multinational corporations to
clearcut the forests without any vision
for the future, plus lay the groundwork
for IPPs.
The NDP started the give-away
of water rights and now they say a
moratorium is needed. That’s insult to
injury.
Every time you see chip trucks,
think how much pollution they have
put out during the last 15 years that
could have been prevented by the NDP
through the recommended barging
option.
What benefits or improvement has
this area received with an NDP MLA?
He sneered at people who only wanted
to protect their water from the disastrous
logging practices, which he supported.
As predicted, the corporations have
disappeared, leaving behind devastated
forests, damaged landscapes and many
ravaged watersheds.
It’s a cruel joke that the NDP now
claims soooooo (sic) much concern for
the environment.
The NDP failed both fiscally and
environmentally before, so, why repeat
the disaster?
We cannot afford the NDP.
Gunter Retterath
Winlaw

Vote for real
democracy

Vote STV for more democracy and
more say in government.
I’m tired of party packages. These
packages have things I want and things
I don’t. I don’t feel I have a say.
I want more intelligent debate in
the legislature. The present legislature
has been such a fruitless exercise in
debate that MLAs have been sleeping
on the job, from what I suspect is sheer
boredom and a sense of futility.
I want to rate my preference for
candidates so my vote isn’t wasted on
a fringe party I believe in and I get the
worst of three others I don’t believe
in. I want a choice of MLAs to voice
continued on page 5
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continued from page 4
my concerns with so I can choose the
one that is most aligned with my way
of thinking.
More parties in the legislature will
provide more voices and more input
into debates. This will result in more
informed and intelligent decisions
on public services and use of public
resources, the property of the people.
Furthermore this will lead to less
party power, party dominance, and party
packages. Perhaps it will lead to more
referendums so that I can truly have a
say on specific matters.
To not vote for STV is to remain
in the current 15th century form of
democracy where we are still subjects
of the Queen and our government with
its quasi democratic system of elections.
Our present government is controlled by
the corporate rulers that pull the strings
behind closed doors and not by the will
of the people.
If you vote, vote for STV. If you
don’t vote, there must be a reason, so
at least vote for real change and vote
for STV. Your taxes pay for it all no
matter what.
Ed Nixon
Winlaw

Where is justice for
those with no money?

I live on a remote rural acreage
with a river running through it. I have
been here since 1993 and own both
sides of the creek. We call the place
Rainbow’s End Ranch, because of the
glorious water.
Now there is a corporation from
Quebec that proposes a tunnel and dam
to divert this water for hydro production.
I have heard that 80% or 90% or no
significant water loss will be involved.
(These people keep changing their
story.) Axor Corporation, under the
guise of Purcell Green Power, has vastly
more money then I do.
I have inquired with local lawyers
as to what my rights are in these
circumstances. I have been given to
believe that ascertaining these rights
under riparian law may well cost me
my home!
I live on a disability pension of
around $10,000 a year. I have no wish
to lose my land and my home to save
my water. This as you can imagine is
somewhat of a dilemma for me. I have
few debts, am pretty self reliant, and at
60 have no wishes to become homeless
trying to pay for lawyers. Where is
justice for those of us being besieged
by huge corporations?
A dam 13 km above my land in
a precipitous valley does not bode
well. The water in Glacier Creek is a
crystal clear blessing. The damage this
corporation proposes to the ecosystem
is unacceptable to those of us who hold
Nature near and dear.
The $50,000 these people promise
to give the community for their cooperation (to spend how they wish)
is rather like the 30 pieces of silver
somebody else was sold out for. How
can justice be served when the odds are
so astronomically uneven? Justice costs
money, so where is justice for those of
us who have none? What would you do
in my place? I love my home. Water
is essential. Glacier Creek is unique.

It belongs to future generations not
generators.
Gabriela Grabowsky
Kaslo

Inadequate staffing
and budget levels in
BC Parks

The non-profit Friends of West
Kootenay Parks Society has asked
all candidates for office in the
Nelson-Creston and Kootenay West
constituencies to formally publicize
their positions regarding the gradual
systematic destruction of our Provincial
Parks system through continuing staffing
and funding cuts.
Our West Kootenay Provincial
Parks contain some 400,000 hectares
and the five largest of the twenty
plus West Kootenay Provincial Parks
make up near 8 percent of the West
Kootenay land base. Parks staffing
has been drastically reduced by both
the current Liberal government and
the previous NDP government. With
the recent announcement that three
of the five Parks Rangers in the West
Kootenay region have been laid off
this year (as reported by CBC news),
the staffing vacuum has reached crisis
proportions in the West Kootenay
region. Staffing levels in West Kootenay
Parks are between ten and twenty per
cent of a decade ago, yet that staff is
responsible for twice the land area.
Furthermore, since 2002, BC has
been the only jurisdiction in Canada
to not directly fund educational and
interpretive programs as an integral part
of its Parks system.
Therefore, the Friends formally
request that all candidates for provincial
office please publicly address both their
personal positions and their party’s
policy with regards to the following
specific Kootenay Parks issues.
1. Will you commit, if elected, to
maintaining Parks staffing in Kootenay
Parks to either 2002 (preferred) or
2008 levels and to gradually increasing
resources to adequately maintain our
provincial parks?
2. Are you committed to interpretive
and educational programs being funded
priorities in the BC Parks management
model?
3. Are you committed to providing
government-funded interpretive
summer programs at the Kokanee Creek
Visitors Centre and to maintaining the
deteriorating Visitor Centre itself?
4. As the most recent BC Parks
study of the economic impacts of parks
indicates that each dollar invested in
our parks produces ten dollars of return,
could you outline any initiatives you
or your party might have with regards
to using our parks as economic and
employment generators to build for the
future in these challenging times.
Ian Fraser
Kaslo

Trout Lake’s
skatepark not
public

With regards to Peter Roulston’s
mention about “Trout Lake City’s
Skatepark,” in his Get Outta Town
column, we would like to thank him

for his kind words, but there seems to
have been a misunderstanding in the
conversation we had that day.
The bowl was built by ourselves as
a private skatebowl beside our house,
and we do not welcome guests and
customers to enjoy the “double-bowled
playland” which now everyone who
reads his column from Trout Lake to
Castlegar knows about.
I like to compare it to someone
building a swimming pool in their
backyard. Imagine you loved swimming,
and you’d been swimming in crowded
public swimming pools for your whole
life and then finally you were able to
build your own pool for your family
and friends? Would you turn around and
open it up to the entire valley? No, not to
mention the fact that there are obvious
liability issues which we cannot just
allow people to freely use the concrete
bowl on our property.
What Mr. Roulston had asked us
that day was whether he could give our
number to Andrew Rhodes the Food
Editor, for a possible future article on the
Noboard Café. He did not ask us if he
could mention the (private) skatebowl in
his column, and I know we did not say
that it is open to the public - because it
never has been and we are now in the
process of putting a fence around it.
Had Mr. Roulston called us to ask if he
could write about that in his newspaper
column and verify the accuracy of
his statements (which I assumed was
standard journalistic practice), we could
have clarified the misunderstanding
and avoided the ensuing violations of
our privacy.
Yesterday we had a message
from Mountain FM wanting to do an
interview about “Trout Lake’s Skate
Park” because he had read about it in
the Valley Voice.
We would appreciate you correcting
this mistake in your newspaper. While
we invite everyone to come to the café
and enjoy a coffee or smoothie this
summer, they should not bring their
skateboards because Trout Lake City’s
skatepark is private.
‘Rad Dudes’
Trout Lake

Consider Liberal
track record
before voting

With a provincial election coming
up on May 12, I feel that we should
take a moment to reflect on what the
past eight years of Gordon Campbell’s
Liberal government has given us.
Health Care services were cut back
and moved around irrationally by IHA
central planning. Highly paid executives
in Kelowna now make decisions rather
than local citizens volunteering to
sit on hospital boards. I remember
that it seemed almost everyone in the
area was up in arms when the Nelson
hospital started losing services to the
(less central) Trail hospital… Save our
Services signs lined the highway. It is
now a three-hour ambulance ride from
Meadow Creek to Trail for emergency
surgery and some of our friends, family
and neighbours haven’t survived the
long trip.
Teachers were denied their right
to strike and legislated back to work.
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Some teachers and parents agreed with
this action, but at the end of the day
their work environment is our children’s
learning environment. Nurses have been
getting a similar raw deal, as the quality
of their working conditions is eroded.
To me these labour issues are less
about wages and more about teachers
and health care workers being given
the resources they need to effectively
do their jobs. Perhaps these budgets
were slashed to pay for the big party
in Vancouver next year? (I refer to the
2010 Olympics.)
The third thing which disturbs
me about the Campbell government’s
policies is the trend toward privatization
of public assets. British Columbia has
the largest public ownership of land
of any province in Canada, and we are
among the most resource-rich places in
the world.
When governments licence the
rights to our rivers, streams, forests
and minerals to private interests, they
are giving away our natural resources
to companies in return for little tax
benefit, and often these projects only
create a few jobs. Logging and mining
have been traditional industries in this
area and I support a balanced continued
support for these industries, but we must
always remember that we’re managing
these resources for future generations
and we must act as caretakers of the
environment, keeping the long-view
big picture in mind. Too often our
environment is sold out for a short-term
financial gain, and often the benefits
are felt by foreign investors rather than
local workers. The IPP projects would
have a large impact on our environment
and bring a small economic benefit. I
fear that, if the Liberals are re-elected
again, BC Hydro could be privatized.
Why not use the successful model of
the Columbia Basin Trust and return
some of the profits of power production
in our area to the people – as we are the
trustees of the natural resources on our
crown land.
Economic, social and environmental
benefits must be balanced sensibly and
that is why I will be voting for the NDP.
I encourage all of my fellow citizens to
get the facts and decide for yourselves
what policies are in the best public
interest.
Tyler Dobie
Kaslo

Burned over
burn outs

The Ministry of the
Environment’s vision is a clean,
healthy and naturally diverse
environment that enriches people’s
lives now and in the future. The
mission of the Health Ministry is to
guide and enhance the province’s
health services to ensure that British
Columbians are supported in their
efforts to maintain and improve
their health.
With this in mind, I am
prompted to write this letter after
noticing that Kaslo is about to allow
another Burn Out. An incident at
Kaslo’s 2006 annual May Day
celebration bothered me immensely.
It was a beautiful day and Kaslo’s
main street boasted a ‘Show &
Shine’ with meticulously restored

automobiles. The highlight of the
entire weekend was a burn out.
Ignorant as to what this entailed, I
got caught up in the excitement and
was eager to witness this event. The
first thing that should have raised
red flags were the local volunteer
firefighters gearing up and urging
spectators to step back.
Automobiles were driven onto a
steel plate then anchored to a cement
blockade and engines revved. I
could hardly believe my eyes.
Clouds of acrid smoke encompassed
the vehicles in question, firemen and
whoever else unfortunate or foolish
enough to be nearby. Smoke drifted
onto Kootenay Lake. If boaters had
been in the vicinity they would have
felt the full impact. The roar was
so deafening that I was prompted
to plug my ears. Spectators and
participants clapped and cheered. Is
this not an environmental concern as
well as a health issue? I have never
experienced anything so disgusting.
It is my understanding
that Kaslo’s council has given
consideration in the preparation of
their OCP to prevent the pollution
of air, water and land. They also
enacted a food charter to reduce
greenhouse gas emissions. Does the
burn out fit into council’s vision?
Some people obviously feel the
extra revenue generated from the
burn outs far outweighs any hazards
to the environment or health of their
citizens. And BC is about to do her
part in saving Mother Earth? How
can anyone believe that pollution
to this extent is not harmful both
environmentally and health-wise?
Is deliberately burning tires
down to the cords just for an
adrenalin rush and to bring a few
extra bucks into a community, really
necessary? I will never attend one
of Kaslo’s May Day celebrations
again. Kaslo enjoys the distinction
of being called “BC’s prettiest
town” so please keep it that way.
What kind of a message are we
sending our young people when we
adults carry out such outrageous
acts? Our courts prosecute street
racers. The only difference, in
my opinion, is that a burn out is
in a controlled situation. Or is it?
Someone could be seriously injured
or killed if an engine or tire blows.
If this kind of insanity continues
they are just waiting for an accident
to happen. Seeking a thrill by
deliberately ruining tires is pretty
sick not to mention the expense.
Tailpipe emission standards
for all new vehicles sold in BC are
gradually being phased in, reducing
carbon dioxide emissions from
autos. This is great news! But also
start with, what some might call,
insignificant stuff.
Ban these burn outs in our
wonderful province. Every shred
of pollutant emitted into the
atmosphere contributes to diseases
and early deaths. If we don’t show a
little more wisdom in our actions we
won’t have a planet to worry about.
We must all do our part!
Aline Winje
Slocan
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Don’t be a
useful idiot

As far as I can see, it works like
this. The financial institutions and other
transnational corporations in the US
have poured millions of dollars into
supporting the campaigns of politicians
who then altered laws as their patrons
wanted. Wise financial regulatory laws
that had been made after the Great
Depression of the 1930s, to prevent
a recurrence of that disaster, were
thereby scrapped. Starting with Ronald
Reagan and Margaret Thatcher in the
80s, we were told that the magic of the
unregulated hand of the market would
solve all our problems. Government
regulations were the problem, not the
solution.
We began to see what crap this
philosophy was when the golden myths
of Enron and other major corporations
were exposed as the white collar greed,
fraud and corruption that they really
were. Still the dogma of a free market
continued, and now we have some idea
of how it has led to the present worldwide crisis with the loss of millions
of jobs and homes, the demand for
much reduced wages for workers,
the bankruptcy of so many worthy
businesses, with the possibility of much
worse to come.
The deregulated market in the
US allowed “sub-prime” mortgages
to be sold to people who hadn’t a
hope in hell of meeting the payments.
These toxic mortgages were bundled
together and sold as financial ‘products’
or ‘instruments’ to other financial
institutions, having been given a triple
A rating by organizations who were
very well paid to lie about such things.
The same deregulated market allowed
institutions who didn’t even own these
mortgages to insure them, not just once
but as many times as they wished. This
led to the astounding figure of $640
trillion now estimated as the amount
owed to the financial institutions
involved, which way exceeds the
money in circulation and sets the
conditions for recession or depression.
It’s an impossible figure to deal with, of
course, and the taxpayers’ money that
governments are currently giving to the
private sector is unlikely to scratch the
surface if the old financial systems are
to be retained.
Radically new thinking is clearly
required, but instead we see the same
financial ‘experts’ who personally
made a fortune out of the above fraud,
whilst destroying their own companies
and possibly any secure future for the
rest of us into the bargain, being hired
to advise the president of the US on
what to do next.
You would think that the shills
for the capitalist system would be
having a serious re-think, but far from
it. The CEOs that led their firms into
bankruptcy still want their multimillion dollar bonuses because they are
the brightest and the best. The financial
institutions are banding together to
demand that there be no re-regulation
of their activities.
Here in Canada the same neoliberal mentality persists, wilfully
oblivious of the disaster it has caused
and indeed has to cause by its very
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nature. They do not wish to connect
the dots, which are actually already
connected, because ideologically
they have no other place to go. Our
Conservatives and Liberals, federally
and provincially, still want to deregulate
and privatize everything. Though a
completely public Hydro is the best
thing for the people of BC, let’s ruin
our creeks with IPPs so a very few
people can make a lot of money at
the public’s expense. Our right wing
political parties still want insidious
trade treaties with other provinces and
countries that lock us into unfavourable
and undemocratic obligations that
benefit no one but the corporations.
The reason for this apparent,
incurable insanity is that these
politicians are working with and for
big business, period, and they do not
care about you.
However, they do want your vote.
Do the ultra rich a favour and vote
Conservative or Liberal, then watch all
the money flow steadily, via biased tax
cuts, privatization and increased fees, or
these days unashamed hand-outs, from
your pocket to theirs. You will be, as
the Communists used to say, a useful
idiot. The rich and powerful have never
been, and will never be, satisfied. They
want it all.
Keith Newberry
Slocan

Green
delusions

Like many environmental
activists today, I believe the Liberals
have been the worst government for
the environment that BC has ever
had. They have decimated the whole
infrastructure of environmental
protection in BC’s government
ministries and laws, and they have
crippled what little is left of it by
withdrawing funding.
Recently, three environmental
groups - ForestEthics, David Suzuki
Foundation, the Pembina Institute unleashed an attack on the NDP for
proposing to replace the Liberals’
carbon tax with a cap-and-trade
system such as that proposed by
US President Obama. Many other
environmentalists believe that both
of these systems will be ineffective.
(They believe a third system, called
cap-and-dividend, is much better.)
The three groups actually
praised the Liberals’ energy policy,
which is enough to make most
environmentalists’ hair stand on end.
Their platform envisions BC as the
oil and gas drilling capital of the
world. It reveals enthusiastic support
for pipelines across northern BC to
carry Alberta’s dirty tarsands oil to
BC’s coast, where it would be loaded
on tankers for transport to the US and
China. (BC Liberal Platform 2009,
p. 45.) These projects are already on
their way to becoming reality under
the Liberals.
One of the world’s top climate
scientists, Dr. James Hansen, has
said that “The tar sands of Canada
constitute one of our planet’s greatest
threats ... The US and Canadian
governments must agree that the
unconventional fossil fuels, tar sands
and tar shale, will not be developed.”

(guardian.co.uk, Feb. 18, 2009)
Hansen has also urged that
coal deposits should stay in the
ground, and has said that coal is the
single greatest contributor to global
warming. Yet a BC government
publication on exports (BC Stats,
April 2008) expresses unbridled
enthusiasm that the rising cost of
coal is a good opportunity for BC’s
coal mines to increase production
and exports. It states: “The spike
in coal prices should spur not only
a boost in production at current
mines, but could also hasten the
development of new coal mines in
the province.” It then raves about
substantial undeveloped coal mines
in Northwest BC, on Vancouver
Island, and in the southern part of
the province.
When three environmental
groups tell you that BC has banned
coal-fired plants, but fail to mention
that production of coal is going up
to feed the coal-fired plants of the
world, that is not only misleading,
it contributes to the problem. Many
in the environmental community
were shocked and appalled that
these groups would help the Liberals
package their energy policy as
green, and do so by omitting critical
context.
The main claim the Liberals
m a k e t o ‘ g r e e n e n e rg y ’ i s
independent power projects, i.e.
their program to privatize and wreck
rivers and streams all over the
province. But the facts show that BC
does not need this energy, and that
the main use and purpose of it will
be exporting to the US. The Liberals’
main environmental policy, whether
on energy or any other resources,
is to turn BC into an ecological
disaster by exporting resources to
the US and China. Global warming
is being exploited as a pretext for
an investor’s feeding frenzy on our
rivers, and the carbon tax itself is
being exploited just so much as to
claim leadership in ‘green’ energy
that will help capture markets for
BC’s products.
By contrast, the NDP promises
moratoriums on independent power
projects, offshore exploration and
drilling, and crude oil tanker traffic.
Unfortunately, the NDP has been
noncommittal about the pipelines.
Climate change is a planetary
emergency that imminently threatens
the future of life on earth. At some
point, and soon, governments are
going to have to interfere in a big
way with the corporate profits of
the coal, oil, and other development
industries. Which political party do
you think is most likely to do that?
There are many environmentally
concerned citizens and organizations
that do not allow flaws and weakness
in the NDP platform to eclipse the
view of what the Liberals have done
and will do if re-elected. Many of
us are aghast that newspapers as
far away as the New York Times
have been falsely led to believe that
the Liberals are the environmental
progressives and the NDP are antienvironment in this campaign (The
Tyee, April 17.)

			

In the total context this helps the
Liberals to continue their devastating
pro-industry policies that threaten
life on the planet; and while they’re
at it, they can continue the wreckage
of our parks, forests, social programs
and health care too.
Anne Sherrod
New Denver

No ruin of the
river IPPs here

The greed of industry and
government is once again demanding
that Columbia Basin inhabitants
sacrifice the tiny fragile remnants
of our fisheries and fertility to
multinational corporate hydro energy
production, through the so-called run
of the river green IPPs.
Truth be told, some hydro
renewable energy causes extinction.
The Columbia River and its
tributaries’ legendary and massive
salmon runs up through the Columbia
Basin became extinct through the
American Grand Coulee Damming.
The miraculous symbiotic
relationship between mid Pacific
Ocean and the BC interior plateau
of perpetual fertilization of the forest
and grasslands with marine nutrients
became extinct.
US Pacific Northwest electrical
brownouts due to wartime Hanford
uranium processing and Boeing
aluminum smelting, and the seasonal
flooding of town and industrial sites
built on floodplains, resulted in the
Canadian Columbia Basin’s reservoir
damming.
Normally, nutrients flow from
mountain top by creek to lake to
river to ocean, an integral component
of the food chain. Water bearing
nutrients, that all water life feeds on,
are blocked and made inaccessible by
dams. Presently, the Arrow reservoir
fishery gets its nutrients from fertilizer
distributed off the Galena Bay Ferry.
How utterly vulnerable the once
sustainable ecosystem has become to
the vagaries of government.
By lobbying the BC government
for over 20 years, the Columbia
Basin Trust was formed by local
residents perturbed by the loss
of our fertile forest and agrarian
bottomlands, bird, fish and wildlife
nurseries and feeding grounds,
and sustainable livelihoods. The
CBT reservoir electrification dam
projects are one definition of IPPs.
Much of the environmental damage
had already been incurred through
reservoir installment, and much
of the infrastructure was already
in place. Generating electricity
from the reservoirs recompenses
local residents and provides funds
for environmental and wildlife
reclamation. Most importantly, the
local residents are able to monitor
these project impacts, and influence
the decisions necessary to mitigate
damage through the CBT process.
IPP projects are ingenious when
there is a small amount of water
drawn through a Pelton wheel, the
water immediately returning to the
watercourse from which it came.
The Glacier-Howser IPP, and
many other IPPs, are a different kettle
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of fish. Withdrawing water from
two large creeks, running a tunnel
for kilometres, none of that water
returning to the creeks, causes a great
decline and possible extinction of the
aquatic plants and insects through
deprivation of seasonal flow, even
if there are no spawning fish species
in the creek, thus causing fish food
deprivation. The G-H IPP power line
is to cut through the Purcell Range to
the East Kootenay on hydrologically
sensitive access roads exposing
the already endangered mountain
caribou and grizzly populations to
easy hunting, and disturbance of
habitat.
Unfortunately for locals the
projects have more ominous
ramifications.
Recently the once charming
dam-site town of South Slocan was
torn down and fences raised. Like
Fortis, multinational corporate IPP
developers are not going to let locals
have easy access to our camping and
fishing sites.
There was a time when West
Kootenay Power was available to be
locally owned. Somehow we lost that
bid, and now we locals are a threat
to international security in our own
backyards.
The opportunity for jobs
building these local IPPs dwindles
in comparison to the long-term
employment local residents can
create through the Columbia Basin
Trust, by using the electricity that
we generate more efficiently. We
must electrify our trains, buses and
cars. Produce food year round in
greenhouses using waste heat from
our existing big industries, as we did
in the past at the South Slocan dam
site, re: Cominco. We can retrofit our
homes to using one power source
for all the requirements, like the
commercial fishing boats do. Our
CBT power can make employment
for us, if we choose to go in that
direction, instead of giving our
irretrievable water rights, freedom
and money away to international
corporations, for a few short-term
jobs.
Presently, through recent changes
in BC legislation, the democratic rights
for locals to govern has been stripped
from us through the enactment of Bill
30. Fortunately we can change this
reality, as the fast tracking of IPPs
and the stripping of local democratic
rights for corporate gain is a Liberal
agenda. The opportunity arises for a
change of government and attitude
by voting in the provincial election
coming up on May 12.
Thoughtful dialogue and database
collection is needed by BC citizens,
guidelines put into law, and then
we will be able to decide which
IPPs are good for the citizens and
environment of BC, Canada, and the
world, and which IPPs profit only
the shareholders, relinquish local and
Canadian water control, and cause
extinction.
No Ruin of the River Greed
IPPs here!
Yours for a sustainable future,
Susan Eyre
Passmore
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Cute & funky – micro homes from Winlaw
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by Katrine Campbell
Funky little cabins in backyards
to help ease the lack of affordable
housing, or as an extra bedroom for
guests, or as a studio – this is the
vision of SIFCo, the Slocan Integral
Forestry Co-operative based in
Winlaw.
The cabins, all made from wood
cut and milled in the community
forest lands of the Slocan Valley,
will come in a range of sizes and
potential uses. Some could be single
rooms, others will have kitchen and
bathroom facilities.
They are eco-friendly, and easy
to add on to, says SIFCo president
Stephan Martineau. Components
built into the walls and foundations

make it easy to attach a second
unit; if you don’t want to take out
a mortgage, add units as you have
the money.
SIFCo has already built two
examples, and is trying to raise
the money needed to build a
demonstration model of the ‘Ecozy
micro home’. Applications have
gone to both the village of Slocan
and Area H for money from the
Columbia Basin Trust Community
Initiatives funding, but SIFCo won’t
know until next month if they have
been successful.
Martineau says the proposed
demonstration model would not only
promote the micro homes, but would
also educate the public about wood

species, and provide a showcase for
value-added pieces by local artisans
and craftspeople, “all the great
talents hidden in the Slocan Valley.”
Now SIFCo is offering to build
five micro homes at cost in order to
raise money and awareness. Anyone
taking them up on this offer would
give SIFCo the right to take photos
onsite and use them on its website.
The little homes are designed
in-house.
“We worked with Chris Nichol,”
says Martineau. “We threw some
ideas at her and she came up with
the drawings.”
SIFCo will work with the
building inspector to ensure the
cabins are up to code. They will

be completely built on company
premises, then transported intact to
the buyers’ land.
“It arrives finished. Within a
couple of hours you can have tea on
the balcony.”
Although there would be little
problem in unzoned rural areas like
the valley, adding a self-contained
(i.e. with kitchen and bathroom)
unit to a village lot with an existing
residence might not be legal. Slocan,
New Denver and Kaslo allow only
one residence per lot; Nakusp will
allow a second unit but there are
restrictions on size, both minimum
and maximum. No one at the
Silverton village office was able to
comment.

Kaslo CAO Rae Sawyer added,
however, and “with more focus on
affordable housing, zoning could
always change,” if council wished.
Nakusp CAO Bob Lafleur suggested
the province should look at amending
the building code to make detached
carriage homes easier.
Anyone interested in buying
an Ecozy home should check local
bylaws first.
If SIFCo manages to build a
viable business, it would mean
good local jobs. Every 10 homes,
Martineau says, would mean three
and a half full-time equivalent jobs.
For more information, call
SIFCo at 250-226-7012, or visit the
website, www.sifco.ca.

by Katrine Campbell
“Hello, my name is Katy
Varaleau. I grew up in beautiful
New Denver and am proud to call it
my home town. This summer I will
be participating in an epic two-day
bike ride from Vancouver to Seattle
to raise money for the BC Cancer
Foundation.
“On June 20 and 21 I, and
thousands of other bikers,
will embark on a more than
200-kilometre journey known as

‘The Ride to Conquer Cancer.’
The proceeds from this adventure
of a lifetime will support cancer
research, treatment, and services.”
This is the beginning of a letter
sent to the Valley Voice asking for
readers’ help in raising a minimum
of $2,500, the amount needed just
to take part in the event. In addition
to asking for donations, Varaleau
will sell you advertising space on
her jersey.
Varaleau, who graduated from

Lucerne School in 2001, lives in
Vancouver and works at the Service
BC call centre. She also volunteers
at the Vancouver Crisis Centre,
taking calls from people in crisis,
or who are suicidal. Her ambition
is to be a 911 operator.
She plans to participate in the
ride because 39% of Canadian
women and 44% of Canadian men
will develop cancer in their lifetimes
– and one in four Canadians will
likely die of cancer. “That said, it

is likely that in our futures we will
all experience cancer in one way
or another, whether it be ourselves
or someone very close to us,” she
says.
If you’d like to contribute to
Varaleau’s campaign, you can
donate online, or call her for a
donation form at 778-772-0713 or
e-mail kvaraleau@gmail.com.
“I have set up a fundraising
page for people to donate and there
are also forms available to print

out at www.conquercancer.ca. The
deadline for mail-in donations is
May 22nd (for them to be credited
to my account) but I believe I can
continue fundraising online up until
the day of the event.”
To donate online, go to www.
conquercancer.ca, click on British
Columbia at the bottom of the page,
click on ‘sponsor a participant’ at
the top of the page, and enter ‘Katy
Varaleau’ into the search field and
click ‘find participant’.

submitted
Spring is finally here and the
Whole School wants to celebrate by
inviting everyone to its 10th annual
Spring Market fundraiser May 9 at
the Appledale Hall, just five minutes
north of Winlaw at 6841 Highway #6.

The event runs from 10 am to 4
pm. $2/adult at the door gets you in
and gives you a chance at the great
door prizes (children are free).
There will be a large plant sale,
with annual flower and vegetable
starts as well as perennials donated by

local nurseries, greenhouses and the
school’s own families. Craft vendors
will be selling their wares and penny
raffle tables will let everyone enjoy
an old-fashioned bazaar favourite.
Outside there will be tons of fun
activities for the children: a puppet

show, pony rides and kids’ games
and races organized throughout the
day. When you get hungry, the BBQ
is running and there will be lots of
delicious treats baked by the parents
as well.
If that isn’t enough… the

submitted
In the spring of 2008 the David
Thompson River Brigade retravelled the route of this famous
explorer on the 200th anniversary of
his voyage home after discovering
the Columbia River system. Over
300 people participated in a canoe
voyage that spanned 3,300 km from
Rocky Mountain House to Thunder
Bay and lasted 63 days.

On May 13 at the Slocan Park
Hall, Slocan Valley Recreation is
proud to present Digging Water.
Join team member Hans Peter Korn
as he shares the tale of this epic
voyage. At 71 years old, he was one
of the 65 paddlers who ‘dug water’
for the entire distance. Weather
conditions ranged from snow to
driving rain, to baking heat – all
with a healthy mix of black flies and

mosquitoes to make the experience
memorable.
Was the voyage worth it? Korn
found it one of the most magical
experiences of his life. Every day
brought a new bend in the river,
a different community to greet
them and a healthy appreciation
of what David Thompson went
through on his journey. From the
North Saskatchewan River to the

Kaministiqua they re-experienced
the vastness of a country that
was just being discovered by the
European community.
The video and slide presentation
gets underway at 7 pm; admission
is a donation to the Slocan Food
Bank. If you plan to attend, please
contact Slocan Valley Recreation
226-0008, so they can put out a chair
just for you.

submitted
Canada’s hottest blues star
returns to Silverton Memorial Hall
on Friday May 15. Jimmy Bowskill
and his band are returning for
the second annual ‘Spring Blues
Boogie,’ supported by Silverton’s
very own Serenity.
This adults only show starts at

9 pm. With two fine bands for only
20 bucks, this show is recession
proof. Tickets available at the Apple
Tree, Silverton Building Supplies,
Mountain Valley Station in Slocan
City, Winlaw Mini-Mart and Eddy
Music in Nelson.
This double-barreled blast, to
kick off the May Day weekend,

promises to be just what the doctor
ordered to shake off the way-toolong winter blues!
Since their last stop here,
Bowskill and his band have been
busy, wowing the crowds at the
Nakusp Music Fest, the Salmon Arm
Roots and Blues Festival and many
festivals across Canada, Scandinavia

submitted
Blue Rodeo’s Bob Egan is
returning to his troubadour roots this

spring with a three-week tour of British
Columbia. You can catch him May 7
at the Cedar Creek Café in Winlaw.
Until his temporary retirement two
years ago, Egan managed to average
fifty shows a year in BC between Blue
Rodeo commitments.
“I just ran out of steam gigging
150 shows a year and needed a break
to ground myself and explore other
interests.”
Those other interests included
producing east coast singer/songwriter
Whitney Rose.
“She’s fresh and energetic, which
was a nice contrast to my more jaded

nature. She reminded me of how much
I loved writing and performing. She is
also a big fan of my solo work and was
relentless at pressuring me to tour just
so she could sing my songs.” Thus, the
2009 B.C. tour came to be.
After touring relentlessly for
years how will Egan keep this tour
interesting?
“Well, we’ve got an album’s
worth of new songs and many of the
promoters have ties to local recording
studios so we are thinking about
enlisting local talent to make our new
record and a documentary on this tour.
It could be a blast!”

and the Netherlands.
The recipient of numerous
awards, including a Juno nomination
in 2005 for Best Blues Album of
the year, Bowskill has been steadily
building a musical legacy that now
finds him, at the ripe old age of 18,
set to release his fourth album. This
performance will be the only West
Kootenay stop on this cross-country
jaunt, which takes the band from
Sault Ste Marie to Victoria.
Serenity blends original blues/
rock with traditional blues and jazz,
featuring veteran Canadian blues
singer Michael Dorsey, backed by
Leah Main on guitar, Soleil Main
on guitar, Howard Bearham on
saxophones and percussion, Richard
Burton on keyboards, Norbert
Maucher on bass and Robin Sittig
on drums.

Kootenay Kontra Band will entertain
us all with their high energy brand
of Contra dancing. Their music has
been described as “high voltage barn
dance,” sure to be fun for all.
Families with preschool children
can come by between 1 and 3 pm and
visit the Ready, Set, Learn booth.
Hosted by early primary teacher,
Kari Bergerson, there will be a fun
activity, learning opportunities and a
free healthy snack. Encourage early
literacy and help your child be ready
for that big leap into kindergarten.
The winners of the school’s
fantastic raffle will be drawn at 2
pm, so get your tickets, available
throughout the community and at
the school. The first prize is a deluxe
room at the Prestige Inn, brunch for
two at the Hume and a gift certificate
to Shalimar Spa. Second prize is
dinner for two at Lemon Creek
Lodge and day passes to Halcyon Hot
Springs, and third prize is a garden
theme gift basket. Tickets are only
$2 each or 3/$5.
For more information, contact
Jane at (250) 226-7737, or to book
a table contact Chris at (250) 2267902.

New Denver native raising funds for cancer research

Whole School holds Spring Market Saturday – May 9, 2009

Digging Water – discover the Columbia River with Slocan Valley Rec

Jimmy Bowskill returns to rock Silverton Memorial Hall, May 15

Blue Rodeo’s Bob Egan plays Winlaw’s Cedar Creek Café
CORRECTION
In our last issue, an article
titled ‘NACFOR looks at wildfire
jobs’ erroneously states that the
Nakusp and Area Community
Forest (NACFOR) is in charge
of the wildfire interface project
in Burton. In fact, the Burton
wildfire interface project is being
facilitated by the RDCK, which
has hired True North Forestry
Consulting as the manager.

Support the Valley Voice with
a voluntary subscription
Only $10-$30

Next Valley Voice
Deadline:

May 15,
2009
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Silverton Volunteers of the Year – Dick Hambly and Linda Laktin
by Jan McMurray
Silverton celebrated its
volunteers on April 25 at a wine and
cheese reception at the Silverton
Gallery. The event was hosted by the
Silverton Community Club (SCC).
Ron Provan, SCC president,
welcomed everyone to the event,
to honour volunteers “for doing the
things we all do to keep Silverton

the place we love to live and live
to love.”
Gary Willman, MC for the
evening, announced the Volunteers
of the Year – Dick Hambly, Lifetime
Achievement and Linda Laktin.
Dick was a Village councillor
for 16 years and Mayor of Silverton
for two years. He helped build the
first fire hall in Silverton in the

’40s and was the first secretary. He
continued to be involved with the
fire department into his 70s, and
held the job of Santa for many years,
riding through town on the fire truck
handing out candies to the children.
Dick Hambly has been involved
with July 1st celebrations in
Silverton from the very beginning,
and continues to ensure that the
bocce pits are in perfect condition
for the July 1st tournament. It was
Dick who brought bocce to Silverton
after seeing it played in Kimberley.
He also ran the snowshoe races at the
winter festival that used to be held in
February, and coached hockey and
baseball for over 10 years.
Dick helped build the curling
rink, worked on the foundation and
maintenance of the Memorial Hall,
and looked after the campground
and marina. As a volunteer for
the Recreation Commission, he
had swimming lessons brought
to Silverton. He spent 17 years
twice a month at the New Denver
playschool, making wooden toys
with the children.
Dick is a lifetime member of
the Silverton Historical Society and
worked with Frank Mills to set up
the displays in the Outdoor Mining
Museum. He has made signs for the
Memorial Hall, fire department, and
other signage visible on the way up
Silverton Creek.
He has an incredible singing
voice and was a member of the
Valhalla Choir. He still sings with the
Golden Oldies, a group he helped to
form and that sings for the seniors at

the Pavilion once a month. He was
a legion member for over 20 years.
Dick took up golfing in his 70s
and volunteers every year for the
spring work bee at the golf course.
He turns 90 soon, “and continues to
amaze us with his community spirit,”
said Willman.
“The apple doesn’t fall far from
the tree,” commented Willman
as he introduced Volunteer of the
Year Linda Laktin, who is Dick’s
daughter. She served as Girl Guide
leader and president of the Skating
Club, and was involved in many
activities over the years at Lucerne
School.
She worked with Cheryl Butchart
at the book exchange in Silverton,
has served as Village councillor,
and continues to be involved with
the Friends of the Memorial Hall,
the July 1st committee, the Silverton
Community Club, the Valhalla

Music School, and Christmas by
the Lake.
After the seniors’ home care
regulations changed, Linda took it
upon herself to fill the gap by getting
their groceries, helping them in their
homes, and sharing companionship
with them. Linda also helps out at
seniors’ dinners.
One other volunteer was a
winner that night – John Nesbitt
won two tickets to the Nakusp Music
Festival in the draw.
Willman also mentioned that
the Silverton Community Club has
a new website, thanks to Armand
Lange, and that the club will host a
new event this year – a New Year’s
Eve dance at Memorial Hall with
the Raspberry Rockets from Slocan.
The club’s events are posted on the
window of the clubhouse, located
in the old fire hall beside William
Hunter Cabins.

The Village of Silverton honoured two long-term volunteers, Dick Hambly and
Linda Laktin at a wine & cheese reception in the Gallery on April 25. In this
picture, the father-daughter team cut the Volunteer Week cake.

Nelson-Creston candidates
participate in health forum

continued from page 3
for the budget, but everything else is
a free vote.
Mungall said, “It’s all about having
a strong voice in the legislature. If you’re
looking for a voice who will stick up
for you time and time again, I am that
person.”
An RN asked what the two
candidates would do to recruit and retain
nurses and doctors. Smienk replied that

WANTED
TO BUY:

CEDAR AND
PINE POLES
John Shantz
• 250-308-7941 (cell)

Please contact: Gorman
Brothers Lumber Ltd.

250-547-9296

one of the best ways to retain staff is to
have better working conditions. He said
the Liberal government had doubled the
number of training spaces for nurses
and doctors.
Mungall agreed that improving
working conditions was a good way
to address retention, and that restoring
services would do this. She said the
NDP is looking at expanding training
opportunities, increasing family
practices, attracting doctors from other
places, increasing nursing spaces, and
implementing a mentor program in rural
communities.
During discussion on surgical
services at KLH, Smienk said that two
surgeons would be needed in Nelson,
because just one surgeon would leave
gaps in service. Dr. Fleet said there
were four surgeons in Trail doing an
excellent job, but that they want a
surgeon during the day in the ER at
KLH. Dr. Moola said it was important
to maintain surgical services in Trail,
but “let’s explore novel ways to provide
care to everyone. Maybe two surgeons
in Trail and two in Nelson is the way to
go. Public consultation is needed.”
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Silverton council, April 21: RDCK planner introduces Smart Planning
by Leah Main
• RDCK Planner Monty Horton
appeared as a delegation to introduce
Regional District’s Smart Planning
for Communities initiative. This
process (which includes a community
assessment, initiating core planning
projects, and an implementation phase) is
offered by RDCK in response to the call
for Integrated Community Sustainability
Planning (ICSP) in the 2005 Federal/
Provincial/ UBCM Gas Tax Agreement,
and is part of a BC-wide initiative to
assist local governments in addressing
their long-term sustainability issues.
Council received the delegation, and
will continue to discuss it at a later date.
• Werner Mengler also appeared
as a delegation, in regard to his desire
to have the Village provide street
access and infrastructure support to his
development property just outside the
Village boundary. Council asked him to
provide a development plan, including
engineering, slope stability and other
information, as a basis for discussion at
a later date.
• Public Works Foreman Leonard
Casley is assigned virtually full time
to work on the Towns for Tomorrow
water system upgrade; Assistant Rayn
Butt-Grau has assumed many of Casley’s
other duties during this project.
• Councillor Johnson requested
that the Village consider establishing
regulatory distances to separate septic
field and potential geothermal lines
and systems, because of the potential
for cross-contamination between the
two systems, should anyone install a
geothermal system on their property.
This will be discussed at the next regular
meeting.
• Council discussed various options
for locating the small gazebo which
was donated to the Village. Councillors
Johnson and Bell will work with Mayor

Everett and Public Works to locate an
appropriate site in the vicinity of the
playground.
• Temporary storage for the
Community Club’s Christmas by the
Lake buildings has been assigned where
the old recycling bins were. Permanent
storage will be located at the north end
of the old recycling building.
• In response to a double booking
of the campground in August, council
discussed options for accommodating
the extra campers. One possibility is
siting them on the Dewis Park ball
diamond. The backstop and bleachers are
planned for dismantling, and the east and
south fences will be removed and placed
along the creekside (with ivy planted to
soften the visual impact of the chainlink
fence) to minimize the risk of creekside
campers sliding down the creek bank.
Discussion of the camping options will
continue until a solution is reached that
is acceptable to all parties.
• Council will issue a strongly
worded letter of support, addressed to
the Ministry of Health Services, in aid
of keeping the Slocan Lake Community
Health Centre Emergency Services
facility open on a 24-hour, seven days
a week basis.
• Bylaw No. 117-1972 Poultry
Within the Village of Silverton was
brought forward for review and potential
amendment to allow residents to keep
chickens within the Village. Councillors
Bell and Barber spoke vociferously
in support of such an amendment;
Councillor Barber mentioned that
several other municipalities (including
Victoria, Vancouver and Kamloops) have
recently changed their bylaws to allow
chickens. Mayor Everett indicated that
any new chicken bylaw will need to be
reviewed by legal counsel, to minimize
potential liability. Administration will
be instructed to prepare an amendment

submitted
Achieving food sustainability in the
West Kootenays… what do we need to
do to make it happen?
Join students of the Redfish School
of Change in an evening of dinner and
discussion on Saturday, May 23 from
6:30 – 9:30 pm at the Bosun Hall in
New Denver. The evening is dedicated
to exploring and identifying the most
important steps that need to be taken
to achieve food security and food
sustainability in the West Kootenays.
The evening includes a potluck dinner
from 6:30 – 7:45 pm, followed by a
fishbowl dialogue with special guests,
then community discussion from 8 –
9:30 pm.
Four West Kootenay locals have
been invited to share their insight with
students and community members
on the vision of achieving food
sustainability: Abra Brynne of the BC
Food Systems Network; Aimee Watson,
North Kootenay Lake Food Security
Co-ordinator; Jon Steinman, host of
Deconstructing Dinner, Kootenay Co-op
Radio; and Corky Evans, former MLA
and active community member.
The Redfish School of Change is a
six-week experiential education program
designed for young adults who want
to lead the way in creating ecological
sustainability and social equity in their
communities. This cohort of 16 students
is traveling from the mountains of the
Slocan Valley to the southern coast of
Vancouver Island this spring – visiting

innovative sites and engaging with
experts in the field of environment
and social justice. The program grew
out of a shared passion for social and
environmental change and experiential
education, as well as a strong belief in
the capacity of young people to lead. A
partnership between GreenLearning,
Pearson College, and the University
of Victoria School of Environmental
Studies formed to make this unique
program possible. For more information,
contact Nadine Raynolds in New Denver,
or visit www.schoolofchange.ca.

Redfish School of Change invites community
dialogue on food sustainability in the West

to the current bylaw and bring it to the
next regular meeting. Public input on the
proposal will be entertained at the June
council meeting.
• Accounts payable and
disbursements for October, November
and December 2008 and March 2009
were received and approved. The 2008
financial audit is under way.
• A letter was received from John
and Bobbie Nesbitt regarding snow
impacts to their property following the
addition to the shed roof on the north side
of Silverton Memorial Hall. An apology
will be sent to them, and Administration
and Public Works are instructed to work
with them to develop a plan for next
winter that will minimize the negative
impacts.

• Monica Smutny-Fontaine was
approved as the campground attendant
for this season, with an additional $500
allocated to hire her to assist Village
Public Works staff with pre-season cleanup and preparation.
• Council approved the following
projects for funding under the CBT
Community Initiatives, and will forward
their recommendations to Regional
District for final approval: Friends of

Memorial Hall $500; From The Ground
Up Community Fruit Tree Harvesting
project $350; Healthy Housing Society
Building a Sustainable Economy $200;
Hills Nordic Ski Club $200; PALS
Animal Rescue program $200; Silverton
Community Club July 1st fireworks $500;
Valhalla Fine Arts Society Scholarship
Fund $500; Valhalla Wilderness Society
Bear Awareness in Upper Slocan Valley
$400.
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Slocan Valley Economic Development Commission sets new direction
submitted
A newly energized Slocan Valley
Economic Development Commission
met in Slocan on April 17. Commission
members are: Regional District
Directors Gary Wright, Carol Bell,

Hillary Elliott and Walter Popoff;
Bill Roberts (New Denver), Ryan
Butler (Silverton), Patrick Ashton
(Slocan), Walter Swetlishoff, Dustin
de Montigny and Derek Murphy
(Area H).

Stone Massage • Deep Tissue
Salt Glows • Mud Wraps & More

Susan L. Yurychuk • 16 Years Experience

250-358-6804

www.smarthealth.usana.com
By Appointment Only • New Denver

Hobby farm on bench
in Burton with great
sun exposure, large
3 bay garage/shop,
horse shelter, barn and
three bedroom home.
$331,000.

Private 2.55 treed gentle
sloping acres in Hills at
the north end of the pristine Slocan Lake. Rare
opportunity at $149,000.

Shirley Kosiancic

direct: 250-265-8040; 250-358-2347
shirley@century21castlegar.com
www.century21castlegar.com
Serving the Slocan & Arrow Lakes

Mountainview Realty Ltd.
1695 Columbia Avenue
Castlegar, BC V1N 1J1
Ph: 250-365-2111 Fax: 250-365-6651

Toll-Free: 1-877-930-4600

The commission reviewed last
year’s projects, including broadband
(support to Silverton’s Red Mtn.
Internet Society); Arrow/Slocan Lakes
Regional Development Council (attend
meetings); development of food source
and processing businesses (Slocan
Valley abattoir, observe and report);
Transit (maintain communications
with RDCK); InvestKootenay (observe
and report).
With new members on the
commission now, new directions have
been set, and the following initiatives
raised the most interest:
• There is some duplication of
effort between EDC, the Development
Council and Chamber of Commerce.
To address this, SVEDC will set
up a meeting with Slocan District
Chamber of Commerce and the Arrow/
Slocan Lakes Regional Development
Council to discuss organizing, coordinating and financing for economic
development projects in the future.
• Food security issues, including
matters of production, processing,
storage and distribution, are important
as a matter of economic development.
Various groups and individuals
could benefit from working together,
including the Slocan River Valley
Farmers who have recently formed a
council and will focus their efforts on
networking and mentoring, sponsoring
workshops, sharing of equipment and
developing a model to show local
farmers how to survive and thrive as
farmers. Commissioners Swetlishoff
and de Montigny are particularly
interested in these issues, and bring
practical experience to the discussions.
Dustin de Montigny will coordinate EDC’s effort to collect
information on community

composting, to include various
techniques and approaches from leaves
and grass clippings only to permanent
installation accelerated composing
systems.
With the closest permanent abattoir
in Creston, local meat producers are
suffering from the lack of this service
within a reasonable distance. Director
Elliott will bring further information on
local efforts to secure a permanent or
travelling abattoir to the valley.
Efforts will be made to bring
together various groups working on
food issues.
• There has been ongoing interest
within the north valley community
to develop a Silverton-New Denver

off-highway trail. Ryan Butler is
particularly enthused about this,
and has talked with a number of
people about it. A motion was passed
to request that RDCK undertake a
feasibility study on a multi-use trail
between New Denver and Silverton,
to become a regional district service.
These and other emerging ideas
will be discussed at the next SVEDC
meeting, which is scheduled for Friday
May 29, 1:30 at the Slocan Fire Hall.
Members of the public are welcome to
attend. Information regarding meetings
and projects is available through
Recording Secretary Leah Main, email
svedc@slocanvalley.com, or phone
250-358-7704 and leave a message.

by Jan McMurray
Forty-four people took the Slocan
Valley Trash Art Challenge, making
for an eclectic show at Winlaw Hall
on April 25.
Three judges rated each piece
on design, craftsmanship and
imaginative use of materials. The
scores were then tallied to determine
the first and second place winners
in the adult category and the youth
category. There were 26 adult entries
and 18 youth entries.
The judges were unanimous in
their decision for first place in the
youth category. Six-year-old Dylan
Smith earned $100 for his amazing
piece, ‘Rail Trail Treasures.’ He found
the old pieces of rail trail, arranged
them, and painted them black.
Second place ($50) went to Junk
Tree, entered by WE Graham students
Jaliya, Aloe, Lyla, Abby and Kiya.
Students from Brent Kennedy and

WE Graham participated.
First place in the adult category
was a tie between Brett Pope for
‘Confinement’ and Donna Gole for
‘One km of Road Kill.’ The two
winners shared the prize money for
first and second place, each receiving
$75. Honourable mention went to
Rabi’a for ‘Cello Player.’ Gole’s ‘One
km of Road Kill’ also won People’s
Choice.
Judges were Sandra deVries,
guest artist from Vernon; Corky
Evans, former MLA; and Tamara
Unseld-Sandulak, youth.
DeVries is a veteran ‘trash artist’
and the piece she brought to the show
was a source of great inspiration.
She brought several ‘squares’ of a
‘quilt’ she made out of scrap metal.
The entire metal quilt, made of 36
pieces, is featured on the front cover
of Okanagan Arts magazine, spring
2008 issue.

Slocan Valley Trash Art Challenge

Support the Valley Voice with
a voluntary subscription
Only $10-$30

Donna Gole’s “One km of Road Kill” was a prize winner at the Slocan Valley Trash Art Challenge.
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New Denver council, April 28: RCMP quarterly report delivered
by Leah Main
• C o r p o r a l To d d B o w d e n
appeared as a delegation to deliver
the RCMP quarterly report for JanMarch. Highlights of this report include
Bowden’s assessment that the officer
back-up system with Nakusp is proving
very effective. This back-up agreement
was undertaken to reduce officer fatigue
and budget pressure under the new rules
discouraging single-officer response
to call-outs. During this quarter, there
were 30 service calls to New Denver
(one domestic assault; six miscellaneous
assistance; four lost property files; and
several animal calls). Bowden was the
lead organizer of the annual BC Police
Charity Hockey Tournament held in
Vernon, and was able to make a $1,000
donation from this event to Slocan Lake
Arena Society. Constable Stephane
Drouin has now transferred out of Slocan
Lake Detachment; Constable Dale
Sheets is scheduled to transfer out in
June. Drouin and Sheets will be replaced
by officers who have requested posting to
this detachment. In response to a council
question regarding recent fireworks
disturbances, Bowden reported this is
an open investigation and he anticipates
results in the near future. Mayor Wright
commented that while council is very
pleased with the service received from
individual officers, he still has serious

concerns regarding the current policy
of putting regional priorities ahead
of community policing concerns. He
thanked Bowden and the detachment for
their wonderful service.
• Council will move forward with
the BC Housing Partnership to create
some local housing for seniors and
persons with disabilities. An April 30
meeting is scheduled with BC Housing
Director of Regional Development Dana
Locke to survey two potential sites for
this housing project.
• Council approved the Centennial
Park campground attendant to use his
own satellite internet and wireless phone
for communication purposes this season.
• A policy on off-season overnight
camping in Centennial Park was
approved, which provides that off-season
camping can be accommodated by permit
only, and with conditions regarding
length of stay, use of generators, waste
disposal, etc. Appropriate signage will be
posted, and printed information will be
available to off-season campers through
the Village office.
• Councillor Bunka (Heritage
Advisory Committee) reported that
the museum roof upgrade has been
successfully completed, and that
arrangements have been made with
the Kyowakai Society for an inventory
survey at the Nikkei Centre on May 25.

• Permission was granted for
Lucerne School to use the Centennial
Park baseball field for school programs;
and to Nelson First Baptist Church
PAGE bicycle ride to use the Centennial
Park cookhouse on September 12.
• CAO Carol Gordon reported
that work has begun on the Village’s
Integrated Community Sustainability
Plan, and that she and Catherine Allaway
will meet on May 12 with Fraser Basin
Council rural representative Gary Fraser
to discuss the plan and options on
consultants and funding.
• CAO Gordon and Councillor
Bunka will attend the PEP seasonal
emergency preparedness workshop on
May 26.
• Council approved sending a letter
of support to the Ministry of Education
asking them to fund the Columbia Basin
Environmental Education Network Wild
Voices initiative.
• The following projects were
approved by council for funding under
the CBT Community Initiatives program
(recommendations to go to Regional
District for final approval): Red Cross
Health Equipment Loan Program at New
Denver hospital campus, $1,500; From
the Ground Up Fruit Tree Harvesting
Program, $750; Healthy Housing
sustainable economy program, $750;
Hills Nordic Ski Club, $500; Kyowakai

submitted
The two-day Valhalla Film Festival
May 8 and 9 features award-winning
animation and documentary selections
at the newly renovated Silverton
Memorial Hall. This festival is a unique
opportunity for all ages to see a collection
of outstanding films and to learn from the
visiting filmmakers.
Friday night’s Animation Film
Night will be hosted by David Fine
and Alison Snowden, creators of the
‘Ricky Sprocket’ and ‘Bob’s Birthday’
TV series. They will show their work,
as well as four outstanding animated
shorts including ‘I Met the Walrus,’ 2008
Academy Award nominee of 1964 John
Lennon interviews. Valhalla Film School
student works will also be showcased,
and there will be a surprise world
premiere of a popular TV series episode!
Saturday night’s Documentary
Film Night, hosted by universally
acclaimed cinematographer and director
Moira Simpson, will feature ‘Radiant
City,’ which won Genie award for best
documentary. It is a startling new film

on 21st century suburbanites by Gary
Burns, Canada’s king of surreal comedy.
Moira will also present and discuss her
films: ‘From Under the Bushy Trees,’
an intimate view of the complexities
of aid in Chad, and ‘Fearless City
Mobile,’ experimental filmmaking
using video cell phones by Downtown
Eastside Residents to document the 2009
landmark Woodward’s redevelopment
in Vancouver. Film School adult
participants’ work will also be shown.
We invite you to pull yourself in
from your garden in time to experience
these wonderful films and filmmakers.
All films will be shown on the big,
new projection screen starting at 7 pm

both Friday and Saturday evenings.
Admission is by donation; refreshments
will be available. For more information,
visit www.valhallafinearts.org.

Award-winning films show at Memorial Hall, May 8 and 9

Lucerne students score
with art exhibit

submitted
The Hidden Garden Gallery is
proud to present the third annual
Lucerne Secondary School Art Show
May 13, 14, 15 and 16 at the gallery
in downtown New Denver. Under the
direction of teacher, Valerie Piercey,
the students have been working in
a variety of media and are eager to
show the community what they have
accomplished.
Gallery board members will
supervise the sitting of the show
with the assistance of the students.
Everyone is cordially invited to
drop in from 10 to noon or 1 to 3
during the four day show. So come
on out and support our young people.
They say that nothing succeeds like
success so let’s make this another
success story.

VALHALLA FILM FESTIVAL
MAY 8 & 9, 7 pm
Silverton Hall
Fri. ANIMATION NIGHT:
Surprise world premiere plus
five shorts and student works
Sat. DOCUMENTARY NIGHT:
Featuring “Radiant City”
Hosted by the filmmakers,
on the BIG NEW SCREEN!

Society cultural festival, $2,000; PALS,
$200; Silverton Community Club July
1st fireworks, $100; Valhalla Summer
School of the Arts music program local
scholarships, $750; Valhalla Wilderness
Society Bear Aware program, $200.

11

• Grants-In-Aid were approved to
Silvery Slocan Historical Society – $563
for the liability portion of Museum
insurance, and $250 for their annual
lease; and to Kyowakai Society – $250
for their annual lease.

Thousands of used Books
and new & used CDs

Your source for new & used CDs
Plus a good selection of vintage vinyl

Packrat Annie’s

411 Kootenay St. Nelson

354-4722

Slocan Valley Flyer
We distribute 2,000 of these
to visitors every summer.
Check your listing at slocanlake.com/where to stay
Please email any additions or changes to:
chamber@slocanlake.com
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Kaslo food security coordinator shows film based on project
by Art Joyce
The Hidden Garden Gallery
was packed to bursting the evening
of April 14 for a film about Kaslo’s
‘lawns to gardens’ project and other
food security initiatives in that
community. Kaslo food security
coordinator Aimeé Watson hosted
the event and answered questions

from an audience of about 30 people.
Kaslo became the third municipality
in BC and the eighth in all of
Canada to officially adopt a food
charter. New Denver is another BC
community to do so.
The locally produced film
profiled the Gray family and Eliza
Fry, winners of a ‘lawns to gardens’

Now Open for our 20th
Summer

Gear and Clothing
for Fun in the
Mountains!
At the lake, end of Main Street,
New Denver, BC

358-7755

contest coordinated by Watson last
year. The other garden profiled is
the Kaslo community garden. Fry
has a degenerative spine condition,
so the project accommodated her
by building a dozen planter boxes
at waist height.
“I don’t like lawns anyway, I
think it’s a waste of water and a
waste of space,” says Fry.
For the Gray family, it was a
realization that much of the food we
eat is shipped thousands of miles,
something that not only contributes
to greenhouse gases (GHG) but
lower nutritional quality. With
only three gardens in the ‘lawns to
gardens’ program, 1200 kilograms
of GHGs were prevented from
entering the atmosphere.
“It’s already changed the way
we eat,” says Jamie Gray in the
film. “Knowing that you’ve grown
something from seed to finish is
really rewarding, let alone more
healthy.”
Watson said there are three
basic rules for a self-sufficient home
garden: test your soil for essential
nutrients and deficiencies, make
good compost, and do your weeding.
The formula for growing enough
vegetables to feed a family is a blend
of 60 percent calorie carbon crops –
usually protein crops such as quinoa,
corn, beans, or peas; 30 percent high
calorie crops – root crops such as
potatoes, carrots, and beets; and 10
percent leafy greens for vitamins and

minerals. Watson based the formula
on the bio-intensive approach in
John Jeavons’ book How to Grow
More Vegetables. Companion
planting to repel pests was also used.
The goal is not only to help
people grow food but do so in
an efficient and environmentally
friendly way. The Gray’s garden
uses a hose sprinkling system and
straw mulch to keep moisture in
the soil for efficient use of water.
A GMO-free corn variety with
a high protein percentile (17%)
was planted at the Gray’s and the
community garden. Amaranth – one
of the ‘ancient grains’ – was planted
for a high-protein grain source.
The project will experiment with
planting quinoa – another highprotein grain that is both cold and
heat resistant, making it a potentially
ideal grain crop for West Kootenay
mountain communities.
The project moved over 5000
pounds of food in its first year of
production, donating money from
sales to the community. Other
programs profiled in the film include
a forest walk with herbalist Dianne
Luchtan to demonstrate that not
everything used for food or medicine
needs to be cultivated. A seed saving
workshop with Patrick Steiner
of Stellar Seeds proved popular,
teaching age-old seed preservation
techniques. The group also hosted a
canning workshop.
When asked how she built her

food security program, Watson
said it was critical from the
beginning to access grant funding
to ensure at least one paid full-time
coordinator. Funding was obtained
from Environment Canada’s
EcoAction fund and the UBCM’s
Healthy Promotions fund. A second
important element is to partner with
a supportive community agency,
which in Kaslo turned out to be
North Kootenay Lake Community
Services. Distributing a community
food appraisal questionnaire to help
build a database is a useful means of
determining local food needs.
Watson’s goal this year is to try
to build a ‘food hub’ and get funding
for food storage infrastructure. The
‘lawns to gardens’ project will shift
to a community challenge, and will
offer a GHG-friendly rototiller
rental.
“We want to make it as easy as
possible for families to get a garden
in,” she says.
For more information, check
out the online food security
library at www.bitsandbytes.ca.
To see greenhouse gas costs of
food transportation, see www.
localfooddirectory.com. For
information on converting
lawns to gardens, see www.
everylawnagarden.ca. For
workshops, news on local food
security initiatives and access to a
tool library, visit www.klasociety.
org.

by Jan McMurray
The vote on projects seeking CBT
Community Initiatives funding in Area
H (Slocan Valley) took place on May 2.
A total of $55,780 was available,
and there was $208,854 requested for
38 different projects.
About 115 people attended – 98
were Area H residents and therefore
eligible to vote.

Each voter received four red dots.
The $55,780 of available funding was
divided by the number of dots handed
out to determine the value of each dot.
As it turned out, each dot was worth
$150.
Each project was represented by a
poster on the wall. Voters distributed
the funding by placing their dots on the
poster(s) to indicate which project(s)
they favoured. Voters could place all
four dots on one project if they wanted,
or distribute them among two, three or
four projects. So, projects with one dot
would receive $150, projects with two
dots would receive $300, and so on.

Eight projects received the full
amount of funding requested; fourteen
projects received partial funding; and
sixteen projects received no votes.
A representative from each project
was invited to speak briefly about the
project and answer any questions.
The following results of the vote
will go to the RDCK board for final
approval.
Slocan Valley Seniors Housing
Society - Senior Fitness Program
$6300; Passmore Fire Department
- training & equipment upgrade
$5000; Slocan Valley Heritage Trail
Society - Winlaw Station completion
$4900; Crescent Valley Hall - kitchen
upgrade $4800; Winlaw Hall - kitchen
upgrade $4800; Slocan Park CARE
- watershed data collection $4280;
Slocan Integrated Forestry Co-op demonstration house $4000; Slocan
Valley Archers - equipment $3600;
Slocan Valley Seniors Housing Society
- low income housing study $2500;
Winlaw Regional & Nature Park - new
boardwalk $2000; Castlegar Search
and Rescue - equipment upgrade
$2000; Slocan Valley Heritage Trail
society - equipment $2000; From the
Ground Up - fruit harvesting $1500;
Hills Nordic Ski Club - equipment
$1500; Slocan Lion’s Club-public
benches project $1500; Valley View
Golf Course - equipment $1500;
Winlaw Farmer’s Market $1200;
Alliance for Literacy - parent child
drop-in program Love to Learn $1000;
Valhalla Wilderness Society - Bear
Aware $600; Valhalla Summer School
of Fine Arts - scholarships $500;
Healthy Housing Society - building
a sustainable economy in the north
valley $150; Nelson & District Hospice
Society $150.

Area H CBT funding vote

Smokey Creek Salvage
24 HR TOWING

New & Used Auto Parts, Back Hoe Work,
Certified Welding & Repairs, Vehicle Removal
WE BUY CARS & TRUCKS

359-7815 ; 1-877-376-6539
3453 YEATMAN RD, SOUTH SLOCAN
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Kaslo May Days – Logger Sports, Show ’n Shine, Skateboard Competition and so much more

by Owain Nicholson
This year marks Kaslo’s 117th
May Days. The celebration starts at
8 pm Friday evening (May 15) with
an outdoor family movie, ‘Twilight,’
at 625 A Avenue, or check out local

musicians, Mountain Weather, at the
Bluebelle Bistro.
On Saturday, things really
get going, starting with the slopitch tournament at 8 am at Vimy
Park. The tournament continues

Kaslo May Days 2009
Schedule of Events
Friday - May 15, 2009
In the Evening
8:00 pm
8:00 pm

Outdoor Movie Night - 625 A Ave.
Live Music - Bluebelle Bistro

Saturday - May 16, 2009
Time
8:00 am start
9:00 am - 11:30 am
9:00 am - 5:00 pm
9:00 am - 6:00 pm
9:00 am - 12 noon
10:00 am
10:00 am
11:00 am - 6:00 pm
11:30 am - 3:30 pm
12:00 noon - 1:00 pm
1:00 PM
1:00 pm - 4:00 pm
1:00 pm - 3:00 pm
2:00 pm - 5:00pm
1:00 pm - 4:00 pm

1:00 pm - 4:00 pm
3:00 pm - 5:00 pm
6:00 pm - 7:00 pm
8:00 pm

In the Evening
8:00 pm
8:00 pm

Event
Slo-Pitch Ball Tournament
Mini Soccer Festival
Craft and Product Vendors
Food Vendors
Bird Watching Tour
5 K Running Race
Guided Tour of Kaslo River Trail
Bavarian Beer Garden
Helicopter Rides
Kid Fun Races ages 4-10.
Story Teller
Information Booth
Kemball Memorial Centre Grand Opening Tea
Live Music in the Park
Kaslo Riding Club Horse
Demonstration
Self Guided Tours - Langham
Austrian Bavarian Folk Dancers
Bat Presentation and Slideshow
Bat Demonstration
Live Music - Bluebelle Bistro
Live Music - Kaslo Hotel

throughout the weekend. There’s
also a Mini Soccer Festival on
Front Street at Abbey Manor. Back
by popular demand is the 5 K
Race, beginning at 10 am in front
of the Moyie. Take a guided tour
of the Kaslo River Trail at 10 am,
starting at the North Side trailhead.
Don’t miss the Grand Opening of
the Kemball Memorial Centre at

HAVE A GREAT
MAY DAYS!

1 pm. Head up to the school at 3
pm to see the Austrian Bavarian
Folk Dancers, brought to you by
the Kaslo River Trailblazers. The
evening draws to a close with a
bat presentation and slideshow at
6 pm, and a bat demonstration at 8
pm. Local musicians Tom and Jerry
perform at the Kaslo Hotel, while
Jessie and Jacquie B from Edmonton
play at the Bluebelle Bistro.
Sunday is a day of excitement,
with Logger Sports as the main
attraction. This year’s show will be
extra special, with five Canadian
Championship events: the Hot
Saw, two Log Rolling events, the
Underhand Chop and the Tree Climb.
On the Logger Sports grounds, the
Burger Shack is being run by the
Kaslo Fire Department, and the
Bavarian Beer Garden opens at noon.
There is also the 12th annual

Show ’n Shine on Sunday, with
trophy presentations at 2:30
pm. Check out the professional
skateboard demonstration and local
competition at 11 am. Steve Brockley
from Vancouver performs at the
Bluebelle Bistro Sunday evening.
Come down to the Legion for
pancakes Monday morning, and
check out the Garden Festival at
Front Street Park. The parade starts
at noon, and winds its way to Vimy
Park, where you can catch the
Children’s May Pole Dance at 1
pm. The Citizen of the Year Award
is also presented at 1 pm. May Days
tea is served at the United Church
Hall from noon to 3 pm. At 3 pm,
it’s the Rubber Ducky Race at the
Kaslo River. The weekend comes
to a close with Jeff Landeen from
Calgary performing at the Bluebelle
Bistro at 8 pm.

The

Clothes Hanger
Great deals on
Beach Wear!
441 Front Street • Kaslo, BC

250-353-9688
Have a wonderful
May Days
weekend!

Stop by for a visit - We are open 7 days a
week from May Days to October.
Bringing you the best in Canadian Crafts
since 1986.

Sunday - May 17, 2009
Time
8:00 am start
10:00 am
9:00 am - 5:00 pm
9:00 am - 5:00 pm
9:00 am - 5:00 pm
10:00 am - 4:30 pm
11:00 am - 3:30 pm
11:00 am start

Event
Slo-Pitch Ball Tournament
Guided Tour of Kaslo River Trail
Craft and Product Vendors
Food Vendors
Climbing Wall
Logger Sports
12th Annual Show ’n Shine
Professional Skateboard
Demonstration and
Local Competition
12:00 noon - 5:00 pm
Live Music in the Park
12:00 noon - 5:00 pm
Bavarian Beer Garden
1:00 pm - 4:00 pm
Self Guided Tours - Langham
1:00 pm - 4:00 pm
Information Booth
5:30 pm (after logger sports ends)
Burnout Contest

In the Evening
8:00 p.m.

Live Music - Bluebelle Bistro

Monday May 18, 2009
Time
7:30 am - 10:00 am
8:00 am start
9:00 am - 4:00 pm
9:00 am - 4:00 pm
9:00 am - 4:00 pm
9:00 am - 3:00 pm
11:00 am - 4:00 pm
12:00 noon
12:00 noon - 3:00 pm
2:00 pm - 4:00 pm
1:00 pm - 4:00 pm
1:00 pm - 4:00 pm
1:00 pm - 4:00 pm
1:00 pm
1:00 pm
3:00 pm

In the Evening
8:00 pm

Event
Pancake Breakfast
Slo-Pitch Ball Tournament
Craft and Product Vendors
Food Vendors
Climbing Wall
Garden Festival
Bavarian Beer Garden
May Days Parade 2009
May Days Tea
Live Music in the Park
Self Guided Tours - Langham
Information Booth
Kids Fish Pond
Community Celebrations and
Events
Children’s May Pole Dance
Rubber Ducky Race

Live Music - Bluebelle Bistro

Have a bloomin’
good time at Kaslo
May Days 2009!

Fern’s

415 Front Street
Kaslo, BC

Phone/Fax: 1-250-353-7474

HAVE A BLAST AT
KASLO MAY DAYS
2009
Teresa’s

More than a Sandwich Shop

400 Front • Kaslo • 353-2115

“The Natural Choice”
More than just a health food store

Have a Happy May Days!
422 Front Street • Kaslo
353-2594
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Fiesta til Siesta at New Denver’s May Days May 14-18, 2009
by Owain Nicholson
Get out your sombreros, because
the theme of New Denver’s 102nd
May Days is ‘Fiesta til Siesta.’
Bosun Hall is the venue for
the May Queen Pageant events on
Thursday and Friday evenings,
followed by the Teen Dance at 9 pm
on Friday.
Saturday starts off with a
tournament at the Slocan Lake
Golf Course and a bike rodeo on
the main street at 9:30 am. The fun
on main street continues with a
soapbox derby, and the fish derby

gets underway at 10 am. In the
afternoon, there is a basketball
exhibition at Lucerne School and the
beach volleyball tournament begins
at the park. Check out the Silent
Auction tent – bids end Monday at
3 pm. Head on down to the Bosun
Hall for the Saturday night dance at
9 pm, with live music performed by
the Young ’Uns.
Sunday morning pancakes are
served up at Centennial Park from
7:30 until 10 am, thanks to the
Chamber of Commerce. At 9 am, the
25th Summit Lake Bike Race gets

5 - 18

going, as does the bocce tournament.
The hot and cold booth opens at
11 am, just in time for a snack
before trying your hand at Guitar
Hero at noon, and Canoe Jousting
at 1 pm. The Nelson Community
Band performs at the Silverton
Memorial Hall at 1 pm. The May
Days committee hosts a pig roast
BBQ from 5 to 7 pm at the park,
and then there’s bingo at the Bosun
at 7 pm.
Monday kicks off with the
parade. Follow it down to the park,
where you’ll catch the May Queen

Raven’s Nest
CLOTHING & GIFTS

July & August – Open 7 Days a Week!
Off-season: Monday-Saturday 8 am - 6 pm

THURS, FRI, SAT, SUN
5-9 pm
FOR RESERVATIONS
PLEASE CALL:

513-6th Avenue, New Denver, BC
10:30 am
Soap Box Derby
Main Street - Registration - $5/entry
Silent Auction – Main Street
1:00 pm Mens Basketball Exhibition
Lucerne School Gym
New Denver vs. Nakusp
Info: Kevin Murphy @ 358-7143
Beach Volleyball Tournament
Mixed 4 on 4 - $20/team
Info: Loren Oldham @ 358-2344
1:00 pm New Denver Quilt Guild
- 4:00 pm Hospitality Tea
Tea $2 & Raffle $1
St. Stephen’s Church

SATURDAY, May 16, 2009
9:30 am SLGC Golf Tournament
10:30 am
Slocan Lake Golf Course
Tee off
For more info: 358-2408

SPRING HOURS:

Coffee Bar, Baked Goodies &
Bryers Ice Cream

Please join us for
May Days 2009!

FRIDAY, May 15, 2009
Naming of the Queen
Bosun Hall
9:00 pm The Teen Dance
12:00 pm
Bosun Hall
Music by Good Times Entertainment
Tickets are $10/person. Includes a Pop & Buffet
Transportation Info:
12:00 am departs from Bosun Hall

OPEN MAY
DAY MONDAY!

“Nature’s Hand-Painted
Clothing Company”

310 - 6th Avenue,
New Denver, BC
Phone/Fax: 250-358-2178
Email: taekomiwa@gmail.com
• Natural Fibre Clothing •
Hammocks • Books

7:00 pm

!
a
l

REOPENS
MAY 7

Main Street • New Denver

THURSDAY, May 14, 2009
7:00 pm
Queen’s Pageant
Bosun Hall

Come and enjoy our festive
atmosphere, exquisite desserts
and unique Mexican cuisine
made with our own exclusive
recipes since 1981.

Wed - Sun

Sculpure • Crafts • Jewellery

...May 14 -18, 2009

kids’ races and games. There will
be a cribbage tournament, baking
contest, Guitar Hero tournament,
the volleyball finals, and a Mountain
Madness Bike Race before the
grand finale – the May Day Raffle
and Duck Race. Check out www.
newdenvermaydays.com for more
information.

Ho

Gifts
7777

New Denver
May Days

crowning, the naming of the Citizens
of the Year, and the May Days
Awards, followed by the Maypole
Dance at 11 am. Starting at 11:30,
the sounds of live music by the
Slocan Valley Community Band,
FaulkSounds and Mountain Music
String Quartet will fill the park while
kids enjoy the petting zoo and the

9:00 pm The Adult Dance
1:00 am		
Bosun Hall
Music by “The Young ’Uns”
Tickets are $15/person. Live Music, Buffet
& Door Prizes
¯ Dance tickets will be available at:
Mountainberry, Eldorado Market & Silverton
Building Supplies. Bar costs extra.
Transportation Info:
12:00 & 1:00 am - departs from Bosun Hall.

Check out the Silent Auction Tent
WIN 42” Sharp LCD TV
Limited number of Souvenir T-shirts
SUNDAY, May 17, 2009
Fish Derby, Volleyball Tourney & Silent
Auction continues … All events at
Centennial Park unless otherwise stated

358-7744

Located in Rosebery, BC

11:00 am Hot & Cold Booth opens

12:00-6:00

12:00-8:00 Bavarian Gardens open

12:00 pm
Baking Contest
Best Breads, Cookies & Salsa - Info: Anita
Dumins @ 358-7731

1:00 pm Canoe Jousting Competition
Info: Linda Fitchett @ 358-2642
12:00 pm - Guitar Hero
4:00 pm Come discover your inner rockstar!
Info: Erica Grasdahl @ 358-2832
2: 00 pm Nelson Community Band
Silverton Memorial Hall
$5 general admission,
15 years and under free
5:00 pm Pig Roast BBQ
7:00 pm		
Roasted Pork Dinner
$12.50/person Shelley @ 358-2456 for tickets
Hosted by ND May Days Committee
LIVE MUSIC TO THE PIG ROAST
7:00 pm Bingo - Bosun Hall- host SLAS
MONDAY, May 18, 2009
Fish Derby, Bocce Tournament,
Volleyball Tourney, & Silent Auction
continues ... All events at Centennial
Park unless otherwise stated
9:00 am Hot & Cold Booth opens

9:00 am Parade Line-up @ Lucerne School
10:00 am The Parade begins
Pancake Breakfast
Host - Chamber of Commerce
10:30 am Miss New Denver Crowning
9:00 am 25th Summit Lake Bike Race/Ride
Citizens of the Year honored
Start at Summit Lake Day Park
May Days 2009 Awards
Info: Jorg Becker @ 358-7966
7:30 am 10:00 am

9:30 am
Bike Rodeo
Main Street - Biking basics & road etiquette for
young bikers. Must have a bike and helmet to 9:00 am - 8th Thomlinson Bocce Tourney
participate. Info: Teresa Steenhoff@358-2184. 8:00 pm Register with Shelley @ 358-2456
Sponsored by Anderson Insurance
$25/team (Host – ND & Area Firemen)
10:00 am		
Fish Derby
10:00 am Beach Volleyball Tournament
Register with the Centennial Park
Continues - Mixed 4 on 4 - $20/team
Attendant, Mountainberry or Home
Info: Loren Oldham @ 358-2344
Hardware. For more info: Jessie Mengler
11:00 am Mountain Madness Bike Clinic
@358-2252 - $25/person
Registration - $5/person Ages 5 – 15
“The Valley’s Biggest Chess Game”
Sponsored by Wilds of Canada Sports
Main Street – free for anyone to play

Bavarian Gardens

Kid’s Races- Prizes of $$$ & toys - free
Dunk Tank & Fish Pond & Games of Chance
Ping Pong
1:00 pm Cribbage Tournament
Info: Sean Butler @ 358-2266
1:00 pm Mountain Madness Bike Race
– advanced
1:30 pm Mountain Madness Bike Race
– beginner Win great prizes. $5/person
or free to all Bike Clinic participants.
Sponsored by Wilds of Canada Sports.
2:00 pm Guitar Hero Tournament
$5/entry Info: Erica Grasdahl @ 358-2832
Sponsored by Iron Peak Logging Inc.
3:00 pm Silent Auction - bids end
3:15 pm Adult Races
4:00 pm May Day Raffle & Duck Race Finale

The ONLY dogs allowed in
Centennial Park over the
weekend are Hot Dogs!!
Sponsored in part by Columbia Basin
Trust and the Slocan Lake Chamber
of Commerce

11:00 pm Maypole Dance

Sounds of Centennial
11:30 am Slocan Valley Community Band
12:15 pm FaulkSounds
1:00 pm Mountain Music String Quartet
11:30-3:00

Petting Zoo

12:00-4:00 May Day Market
Info: Anita Dumins @ 358-7731 $15/table

FOR FINAL SCHEDULE & RULES:
www.newdenvermaydays.com
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Nakusp affordable housing on hold
by Katrine Campbell
The affordable housing
project in Nakusp is on hold.
Mayor Karen Hamling says

the Canada Housing and
Mortgage Corporation has
run out of money for funding,
leaving the project up in the air.

COMMUNITY

“We’ll reapply, and we’re
hoping to get funding in the
near future,” she says.
The affordable housing

			

apartment project would have
provided low cost housing

with rent pegged to income.
The Arrow and Slocan Lakes

The Valley Voice May 6, 2009

Community Services Society
spearheads the project.

Pure joy radiated from the Silverton Memorial Hall on May 1 when the Corazon youth choir performed
for a full house. Conducted by Allison Girvan, the choir has 63 members, aged 12 to 21, from Nelson,
New Denver, Kaslo and Crawford Bay. The three members from New Denver are Danika Hammond,
Sarah-Mae Perry and Erin Burkholder. The performance was presented by the Valhalla Fine Arts Society
as part of its community concert series, and was the first event to take place in the newly renovated hall.

Miss New Denver Candidates Jessica Pownall, Emily Barber, Tamara Beavin, Kyla Smutny and Kayla Driedger.

May 6, 2009
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NAKUSP & THE ARROW LAKES

Earth Day planting on the Arrow Lakes Reservoir
crown or BC Hydro, avoiding areas
that show signs of heavy recreational
use, respecting local concerns and First
Nation archaeological sites.
The species selected for the Arrow
reservoir planting are local native
perennials, ranging from sedges and
shrubs to trees. All have in common the
fact that, over the 30 years since initial
reservoir flooding, they have managed
to withstand or somehow adapt to the
unnatural stress of long-term annual
submersion. “There has been some
selection process on the plants that
survive,” said Keefer. The planting
operation involves both plants grown
from seed and direct planting of cut
stakes, all seeds and stakes collected
locally.
Last year, on the Burton Flats,
seeds were collected from established
plants of two local sedges, commonly
known as lenticular and Columbia. In
late January of this year, the seeds were
germinated in heated greenhouses,
and, as soon as snow was gone from
the Arrow reservoir sites, planting of
seedling plugs began. “The more time in
the ground before inundation the better,”
explained Boehringer, adding that their
choice to plant seedlings rather than
direct seeding was based on the high
cost of seed collection and poor results
of experimental seeding attempts.
Boehringer stressed the potential
the sedge family shows for long-term
survival as well as enhancement of
diverse vegetation communities. Invasive

species, such as reed canary grass, are
considered less desirable because of
their tendency to take over, resulting in
something closer to monoculture than
community. “We want to create (natural)
plant succession as much as is possible
within the reservoir context.”
Revegetation work in the Kinbasket
also supported inclusion of trees in
this year’s Arrow reservoir planting
efforts. Initial surveys indicated that,
in some parts of the upper elevations,
relatively diverse plant communities are
associated with certain native deciduous
trees. Conditions are severe enough to
prevent these trees from growing tall,
often barely above high water, but still
they survive, along with associated
shrubs and plants. And there is evidence
of birds and wildlife benefiting from
the presence of these stunted trees.
Last year’s Kinbasket tree planting
was considered successful, with good
survival rates for willows, and up to 90%
survival for black cottonwoods.
Trees are planted as stakes cut
from areas where they aren’t wanted
or require thinning. This year, a unique
local recycling experiment involved
the removal of about 14,000 small
trees (mostly cottonwoods, with some
willows and dogwoods) from Nakusp’s
airport runway. These cuttings were
then planted in appropriate sections of
the Arrow reservoir sites, including East
Arrow Park.
Most of the stakes were planted
by hand, at the elevations of existing
trees to improve chances of survival.
In the Burton Flats, some thicker stakes
were machine-planted to determine if
the increased cost of this technique is
offset by greater rooting success. Keefer
stressed that trees growing within the

flood zone will be small, no resemblance
to the stately cottonwoods associated
with natural river shorelines. The hope is
that the presence of these misshapen little
trees will enhance further plant growth
and help improve overall reservoir
health. For these reasons, as well as
traditional use, there are plans to include
some experimental planting of shrubs,
such as highbush cranberry and native
roses.

Results from treated and control
plots are documented in GIS-capable
GPS equipment, accurate to less than
60 cm. “Mapping is a huge component
of the program,” Boehringer said,
describing the multi-layers of mapped
information they work with. While
Keefer studies short-term progress,
over the few years of the initial planting,
Boehringer will continue to monitor
program results for ten years.

PHOTO CREDIT: PENELOPE DEWAR

by Penelope Dewar
BC Hydro’s new revegetation
program has the optimistic goal of
returning sustainable plant growth to the
Arrow Lakes reservoir.
Initiated last year in the Burton
Flats, revegetation includes planting
and some fertilizing in the upper six
metres of the reservoir drawdown zone
(land seasonally flooded). The focus of
the program is enhanced growth and
diversity of perennials in the upper
reservoir.
The impetus for the program,
also underway in the Kinbasket
reservoir since last year, came from a
recommendation by the Columbia River
Water Use Plan. It was based in the
premise that improved health of riparian
vegetation could provide benefits to
lakeshore productivity, wildlife habitat,
prevention of shoreline erosion, and
archaeological site protection.
On Earth Day, local media people
were invited to meet with revegetation
program representatives Jennifer
Walker-Larsen, Eva Boehringer and
Michael Keefer in East Arrow Park.
East Arrow Park is one of several
sites on the Arrow reservoir selected
for the program. A total of about 393
hectares will be planted under the
program. “We chose sites that have
a good potential for success,” said
Boehringer. Success is defined as plant
communities achieving self-sustaining
status within five years. Efforts are
confined to land that is owned by the
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Eva Boehringer and Michael Keefer explain the ecological benefits of a wellestablished group of sedge plants

Back from Guatemala with new stock!
Open Monday to Saturday • 10 am - 5 pm
Columbia Basin Trust recently funded a fire equipment building in Burton for $10,000.

Volunteers celebrated in Burton

The communities of Burton and
Arrow Park celebrated their wealth of
volunteers over the years with a banquet
on Saturday, April 25.
With a grant provided by Columbia
Basin Trust, the Burton Hall Board, with
help from community members, planned
and set up the dinner. Anne Volanski
catered the delicious meal and Matt
McKee did a wonderful job providing
music throughout the evening. Corporate
supporters were Gordy and Mel Matchet,
Sterling Simpson and Rick Dyck.
After dinner, a slide show of
volunteer activities over the years was
shown. Fifty activities were displayed
on posters on the walls. Large projects
like the Historical Park Campground,

the United Church, the hall addition,
fire equipment building and the Burton
School gym have added permanent
structures to the community. Smaller
projects include monthly community
potlucks, exercise and singing groups,
playground equipment and park
facilities, and many more.
Ian Golds and his crew built the fire
equipment building over the last year,
funded by CBT and the RDCK, and
were honoured with a plaque bearing
their names that will be displayed in
the hall. After dinner, the CBT cheque
presentation was made by Lynda LaFleur
in the new building. Some of these men
gave over 60 days of their time to do
the building.
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Nakusp council, April 28: Youth centre addition to arena to be designed and costed
by Jan McMurray
• Jason Rogers from the Straight
Arrow Youth Opps Society (SAYOPS)
attended as a delegation to discuss the
proposal to build an addition onto the
arena building for a youth centre/multipurpose space. Council has received
confirmation from a structural engineer
that the addition is feasible.
Rogers said the next step was to
come up with a design for the addition
and determine the cost. As costs
may exceed the amount available to
SAYOPS from its insurance claim, the
group may have to fundraise.
Rogers said the insurance claim
was ongoing, although the group has
received an interim payment. He said
the group has to maintain ownership
of the Green Door property until the
insurance claim has been settled, to
show they can rebuild. They are still
trying to determine if they can rebuild
on a different site and still get the full
value of the claim. He said the group’s
goal was to put the property up for sale.
CAO Lafleur said that the Village
office had received complaints about
the unsightliness of the remains of
the Green Door building, which was
destroyed in a fire. Rogers said they had
an order from the Fire Commissioner
to either tear the building down or
board it up, and they cannot tear it
down because of the insurance. He said
they may have to abandon negotiations
with the insurance company and “just
move ahead.”
• Sharon Montgomery attended
on behalf of the ‘Circle of Aboriginal
Women and Friends’ to ask permission
to hold a National Aboriginal Day
event in the park on June 21, and to
invite Village council and staff to
attend. This year will be Nakusp’s
first celebration of Aboriginal Day,
which was proclaimed 13 years ago

in Canada. Many activities have been
planned to highlight the Sinixt, African,
South American and Australian
aboriginal cultures. Council approved
the requests, and suggested they invite
the other bands in the region that have
land claims in Nakusp.
• A request for $878,000 for
upgrades to the hot springs was
submitted to Western Economic
Diversification. The upgrades include
replacing the domestic water reservoir
system, replacing the septic system,
upgrading the heating system,
replacing the bridge across the
Kuskanax, protecting the hot springs
source, expanding the campground
and amenities, and improving
trails. Corinne Tessier of Affirming
Workplace Solutions donated her time
to write up the funding request. A letter
of thanks will go to Tessier.
• Consultants Norm Carruthers and
Andrew Earnshaw from Nelson were
selected to do the business plan for the
hot springs. They will attend council’s
May 12 meeting to begin discussions
on the plan.
• The written report from the hot
springs manager states that all issues
with the furnace at the hot springs,
including the diesel smell, have been
resolved.
• Mayor Hamling reported that the
Village-owned property between the
Seniors Hall and Jackie James Park
was big enough for a new fire hall.
Council agreed to pursue the feasibility
of this location for the new hall.
• The third draft of the agreement
regarding the Nakusp Music Festival
was approved. It will be signed by
the mayor and CAO and presented to
the Nakusp Roots Music Society for
signing. “It’s my understanding that the
society has no further issues with it,”
said Mayor Hamling. The agreement is

by Jan McMurray
A plan to get the hot springs on
track financially has come out of
Nakusp council’s budget discussions.
Council has decided to close the
hot springs for the first four months
of 2010. Although council hopes
to keep the facility open from May
through December 2010, the last
two months of the year are under
consideration for closure as well.
The hot springs hours changed
to 11:30 am – 9:30 pm daily starting
May 1. In November and December
this year, these hours will be cut
down to eight hours per day. Council
will look closely at the numbers in
the last two months of 2009, and
make a decision on whether or not to
keep the facility open in November
and December 2010.
“It will be interesting to see if
we break even or not,” commented
Mayor Hamling at a budget meeting
on May 1. She indicated that as long
as the facility does not lose money
in the last two months of 2009,
council will keep it open for the last
two months of 2010. “It’s better to
keep it open to keep the employees,”
she said.
Hours for the facility in 2010
have not yet been determined.
The hot springs had a loss of
$30,000 in the first four months of
2009. This loss was recouped by
reducing the hours. At the end of

the year, council expects to see a
$43,000 profit.
The draft five-year plan allows
for the transfer of $20,000 per year
into reserves, and shows profits
climbing steadily from $43,000 in
2009 to $74,000 in 2013. The $1
million debt is whittled down to
$733,000 by the end of 2013 in the
draft plan.

Budget discussions result in new
hours for hot springs

for five years. After three years, there
will be a review and the possibility
of a five-year extension. A new fee
schedule will be approved every year.
This year, fees total $4,047.50 plus
refundable deposits of $1,750.
• The survey to close the lane to
facilitate the addition to the Centennial
Building will cost $10,000. CAO
Lafleur reported that Rosemarie Parent
of the Arrow Lakes Historical Society
had agreed to include this cost in her
funding applications and efforts.
• Public Works Manager Mike
Pederson provided a staff report
about disabled parking spaces in the
village. Council approved three of
his recommendations: to remove the
existing spaces on Broadway, as they
do not comply with standards and
pose a liability for the Village; to bring
the existing non-compliant spaces at
municipal facilities up to standards
(beach, Village office, arena) and
evaluate the possibility of providing
a stall at the Centennial building; and
to consider other suitable locations for
disabled parking.
• CAO Bob Lafleur reported that
the Kuskanax water intake had been
bolted shut, as vandals were constantly
breaking the lock set.
• The funding request for the
Rotary Park from the Rick Hansen
Foundation was denied.
• The Public Works report states
that the annual water usage for 2008
was 109,537,434 imperial gallons.
Council asked staff to break that down
to an amount per household, and find
out how that compares to the national
average.
• The bylaw permitting carriage
houses in some zones was adopted.
• The bylaw allowing residential
dwellings in conjunction with a
commercial use in the C-4 Highway
Commercial zone was adopted.
• The following people were
appointed to the Downtown/Park
select committee: Mayor Karen
Hamling, Councillor Joseph Hughes,
Karen Anderson, Rory McLeod, Beth
McLeod, Mike Wrede, Judy Hatt,
Kathy Bone, Val Hill, Rod Bremner,
Debra Rushfeldt, Michele Williams,
Ryan Struck, Sharon Montgomery and
Shenny Weatherhead.
• Council received a letter from
residents living near Halcyon House
complaining about the noise from the

HVAC equipment on the roof of the
facility. The CAO was asked to work
with everyone involved to come to a
resolution.
• Dennis O’Brien wrote to ask for
a letter of support for a taxi service in
Nakusp and area. O’Brien states that
the RCMP and several local businesses
support the idea. He has two minivans
and drivers. Council agreed.
• To satisfy the last outstanding
requirement to become BC’s first Fair
Trade Town, council passed a motion
that they intend to serve fair trade tea
and coffee at public meetings.
• Council will send a letter to
Corky Evans, thanking him for his
service as MLA.
• The Ambulance Paramedics of
BC, currently on strike, wrote to ask
council to pass a motion calling on
the provincial government to return to
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the bargaining table immediately with
an independent third party mediator.
Council agreed.

WOOD PRESERVERS LTD.

BUYERS OF CEDAR
& PINE POLES
Mike Casey cell 344-8477
Offering planning, management
and sales for Woodlot Licences
and Private Land Owners.
P.O. Box 4,
Brisco, B.C. V0A 1B0

Phone (250) 346-3315
Fax (250) 346-3218

TOLL FREE 1-866-346-3315

Kootenay Zone Festival 2009
Friday, May 15 to Monday, May 18
Bonnington Arts Centre
(Nakusp Elementary School)
Plays staged at 7 pm nightly
Tickets at the door, $15 each performance
HOSTED BY: Mirror Theatre • Festival Chair: Larry Martin
• Contact: Gail Ponto - 250-265-4526

Adjudicator for the week: Robin Nichol
Line-up
Friday, May 15 		
The Golden Grotto, or
Bracko, The Prince Frog by Cleve Hallbold
Presented by Mirror Theatre (Arrow Lakes)
Saturday, May 16
Down the Road by Lee Blessing
Presented by Revelstoke Theatre Company
Sunday, May 17
Enemy of the People
by Henrik Ibsen, adapted by Donna Spence
Presented by Space in the Floor Theatre, Salmo
Monday, May 18
Awards Luncheon,
Noon, at the Kuskanax
Sponsored in part by

Valley
VOICE

The

Your locally-owned
community newspaper
since 1992
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Kaslo council, April 28: Budget preview
by Jim Yount
• Council’s draft five-year financial
plan bylaw covers a myriad of items,
ranging from airport light industrial
zoning to encourage jobs, to water
conservation. Mayor Greg Lay says
the plan is realistic, and notes current
stimulation packages from senior
governments could have a major
impact on the village, both from a
spending and taxation viewpoint.
Lay says the average tax increases
over the last five years have been
just over two per cent, and with the
packages, increases shouldn’t exceed
that by much. Included in the five
year financial plan are restoration
of Village Hall; paving, sidewalks
and Water Street development; the
restoration and geothermal conversion
of the Kemball Memorial Centre;

encouragement of jobs through airport
light industrial development; Village
reserves for daycare and social housing;
affordable, as well as non-market
housing; development of greenhouses;
expansion of the Village sewer system;
economic development and planning,
along with staff training and succession
planning; utility coverage, and water
conservation, including leak detection
and metering.
• Village campground contractor,
Patricia Bennett, attended with
concerns about being charged for the
cost of printing receipts. She will be
reimbursed by just under $750 for
printing costs, and this requirement
will be taken out of her contract. On a
related issue, Bennett will put together
a ‘Frequently Asked Questions’
sheet for visiting users of the Kaslo
sani-dump. She says she spends an
inordinate amount of time through
the tourist season, trying to explain
to visitors why user rates in Kaslo are
higher than other municipalities such
as Nakusp, Silverton, Castlegar and
New Denver.
• On the same topic, the Municipal
Services committee has been asked
for a recommendation on sani-dump
fees. In a report to council, Anne
Malik urged reconsideration of the

term)
• Rob Mitchell (acclaimed for a 2
year term)
• Don Scarlett (acclaimed for a 2 year
term)

We’re off Probation!

Kaslo & District
Community
Forest
Quarterly Update:
Jan/Feb/Mar 2009

Winter in the Forest
Festival

The 9th annual Kaslo Winter
in the Forest Festival was held on
Sunday, January 25th at the Kaslo Golf
Course. Lots of people were there,
having a good time with sleigh rides,
tobogganing, woodsman competition,
ball hockey, bonfires and many more
family fun activities.

2009 Budget

The 2009 budget is forecasting
a $200,000 deficit. Because of the
poor lumber market, we will only be
harvesting 6000 cubic meters of wood (a
normal year would be 20,000 to 25,000
cubic meters). We will be investing in
the future by laying out 36,000 plus
cubic meters of wood, and building some
access roads, so that we will be ready
when the lumber market improves.

2009 Annual General
Meeting

There was no election of board
members this year, as the same number
of people ran as there were openings.
The new board of directors is:
• Steve Anderson (1 year remaining)
• Stan Baker (1 year remaining)
• Tom Duchastel (1 year remaining)
• Steve Fawcett (RDCK representative)
• Bruce Freeman (1 year remaining)
• Greg Lay (Village of Kaslo
representative)
• Dick Martin (acclaimed for a 2 year

Until recently we had a PCFA
- Probationary Community Forest
Agreement. Now the P has been dropped
- we have a full CFA with a 25 year term
(renewable). This gives us the long-term
commitment from the Province we need
to make long term plans and investments
that will benefit our land base.

Long Range Planning

The membership, at the recent
AGM, approved the following
resolution:
Moved that the KDCFS endorse
the Long Range Planning Committee’s
plan to assemble a team of community
and board members to create a
reviewable Long Range Strategy
within a year that:
1) provides a long-term strategy
to guide operations, in a plan that is
understandable to the community;
2) aspires to long-term economic,
ecological, and social viability;
3) involves community members in
balancing the full range of forest values;
4) provides spatially and temporally
explicit guidance to forest managers;
5) protects identified sensitive
areas, ecosystems, habitats, and
watersheds;
6) creates a framework to monitor
and assess progress and adapt practices
as required; and
7) is compliant with legal obligations.
We’ve applied for some funding
grants to help us with this process.
Once we see what grants, if any, we
receive, we’ll decide how to proceed.

Keen Creek Road

This problem has become a tough
one for us. The road has been closed
(due to instability and sloughs), yet 31%
of our harvesting area is accessed by that
road. There is money available to repair
Forest Service Roads, but this particular

current $5 fee for campers, as the sewer
committee feels costs are not being
recovered.
• Village councillors have given
the Victorian Hospital Kaslo Auxiliary
Society the go-ahead to undertake
some renovations to the ‘old shack’
located behind the old fire hall. The
VHKAS operates the Kaslo thrift store,
and uses the old building for storage,
but there are problems with it. The
renovations will include straightening
the structure, installation of a window,
plywood paneling to the inside of the
walls, and amongst other things, some
repairs to the metal roof. The society
may be in line for some assistance ‘in
kind’ from the Village, but for the most
part will bear all the costs of the project.
• The Kaslo Riding Club Society,
also represented as a delegation at
council, has been given permission to
remove dangerous cottonwood trees
on its leased property. The Village will
haul them away after May Days. The
entire issue of tree removal is ongoing,
and some councillors feel it may have
to be dealt with on a broader basis in
the coming months.
• Resident Kathie Selbee expressed
concerns about trees between Arena
and Balfour Avenues, but council
declined to tackle that tree removal

road comes under the jurisdiction of
the Ministry of Transportation and
Highways, and they don’t want to spend
any money on it. Because there are two
different ministries involved, the buck
just keeps getting passed back and forth,
with us caught in the middle.

2009 Memberships

The new bylaws of the society
(passed at the 2008 AGM) state that
memberships are for a calendar year.
2009 memberships are for sale at the
KDCFS office. Show your support
for Community Forestry by buying a
membership ($5).

Open House on May 8

There will be an open house to
bring society members and the public
up to date on our short-term planning. If
you’re interested in where we might be
logging in the coming year, then drop
by the KDCFS office from 10:00 am to
7:00 pm on Friday, May 8. There will
be a sign-up sheet there for a field-trip
a little later in the spring.

Zwicky Rd. Fire
Interface Work

We will be doing some selective
logging to thin out an area just beyond the
end of Zwicky Rd. We have attempted
to contact property owners and residents
in the area, but haven’t been able to get
in touch with everybody. If you are
from that area and want to learn more,
contact our office. We will also be doing
similar thinning at the north end of the
Buchanan Trail.

KDCFS Website

While you’re surfing the net, spend
a few minutes checking out the Kaslo
& District Community Forest Society
website. We’re always uploading the
latest meeting minutes, financial reports,
and planning maps. Just go to www.
kaslocommunityforest.org. Look down
the left side and along the top for menu
items.
Of course, you can still contact us
by phone (250 353-9677) or mail us at
P.O. Box 1360, Kaslo, BC V0G 1M0
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project, citing lack of any municipal
funds being budgeted for large scale
tree removal in this calendar year.
At the same time, requests from Jeff/
Jacqueline Zilkie, and Jeff Mattes
and Clinton Carlson, also for tree
removal, have been sent off to the
Public Works foreman for a report to
the Development Services committee.
• Council received an email from
resident Will Webster, taking the
Village to task for noise from a grader,
operating in the Maple Street area of
the village on the morning of April
6. Councillor Frary suggested that
Webster might want to initiate a change
to the noise bylaw. Council will advise
Webster that public works scheduling
is considered on a project-by-project
basis.
• A fairly detailed ‘partnership’
document has been tabled by Invest
Kootenay. It is aimed at promotion
of the region, and coordinator Terri
MacDonald has asked for a meeting
with stakeholders in the Kaslo area.
Council has invited the Kaslo Chamber
of Commerce to communicate directly
with Invest Kootenay to schedule an
orientation meeting in the near future.
• YRB Director of Corporate
Affairs, KL Higgins, raised several
issues regarding an agreement with
the Village that covers royalty fees for
aggregates processed by YRB in the
reservoir pit. Higgins says the existing
deal with Kaslo is worth over $40,000.
The Village will schedule a meeting
with the company to clarify the issues
regarding gravel and winter sand.
• Leasing of the airport gravel pit,
which first came forward some weeks
ago in a proposal from a Nakusp
company, is before council again.
This time, Kaslo Bay Developments

Limited is interested in leasing the
Village-owned gravel pit at the west
end of the airport. The company’s
proposal will go to committee for a
recommendation.
• The May Days committee will
be asked to find volunteers to dump
litter from a bin on Front Street in the
dump truck in Vimy Park every day
during the event.
• Public Works will assist the Kaslo
Trailblazer Society to clean up the
Railroad Avenue former landfill site.
Correspondence from KTS brought
to council’s attention various metal
objects littering mostly the bottom of
the old garbage dump.
• The use of logs from the wildfire
interface project by Kaslo Loggers
Sports was approved, subject to
UBCM approval.
• An email from Pennco Enineering
regarding the location of a marine
adjacent to Kaslo Bay was referred to
the Development Services committee.
Pennco will be asked for more details,
including public access.
• Councillor Frary reported
that a housing application had been
submitted for ACT funding. He is
seeking funding for modular homes.
• An amendment to the Village
purchasing policy that would require
contractors working on municipal
buildings to ensure that local suppliers
are given consideration was referred
to the Municipal Services committee.
• A Request for Proposals for tender
by the Village to engage a Community
Capacity Building Coordinator, paid
through Community Works funding,
was referred to the Municipal Services
committee.
• Accounts payable of $151,350.39
were approved.

Sean Kubara, Kaslo resident, has
been announced as Nelson-Creston’s
Green candidate. She provided the
following comments on her most
important election issues.
“Right now, the economy is the
most important issue facing people
of this riding. Locally, the biggest
(though not the only) sector affected
by the economic downturn is the forest
industry. The situation is partly a result
of years of blind adherence to the old
industrial model of forestry that sees
our best timber cut on a large scale
and shipped out of the country as raw
logs. We need to create strong, resilient
regional economies that can withstand
and ameliorate the effects of global
economic shocks. We need to move
away from the old industrial model of
forestry, to a model in which we keep
our raw logs here for use by local,
value added business. This will create
more long-term, stable jobs.
“In the long-term bigger picture,
climate change is the single most
important issue facing everyone on
this planet. The environment and
the economy cannot be separated.
All economies are embedded in
and dependent on the biosphere for
energy, materials, water and many
other ecosystem services. For too
many years we have been proceeding
without regard for the long-term
consequences of our economic activity
on the environment. We need to
learn to live within the physical

and biological limits of our planet.
Specifically this means transitioning
to more regionalized, clean industries
and technologies.
“Prudent use of public finances
means attending to three bottom lines:
economic, social, and environmental.
The Green Party would ensure that
all provincial ministries, agencies
and government contractors use
this Triple Bottom Line Accounting
methodology. Triple bottom line
accounting practices ensure the public
is not left paying huge social, health,
and environmental clean-up costs in
the future.”

Sean Kubara runs as Green
candidate in Nelson-Creston

Sean Kubara is the Green Party
candidate for Nelson-Creston.
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Take the Lawns to Gardens Challenge
submitted
‘Green up’ your yard by taking
the Lawns to Gardens Challenge
with your family, or enter to win a
lawn make-over with the Lawns to
Gardens team. Either way, turn those
boring, water sucking, and carbon

taxing lawns into wonderful gardens
full of yummy food, native plants and
perennial herbs!
By growing summer produce,
you can save more than 300 kg
of greenhouse gases. Using a gas
powered lawnmower for one hour

creates the same amount of pollution
as driving 650 miles.
You can participate by turning
your lawn into a garden, or expanding
your existing garden and letting Lawns
and Gardens know, or apply to win the
opportunity to have them help convert

submitted
The Kaslo Trailblazers Society
presents Bavarian folk dancers
Schuhplattler Verein Enzian as the
headline act at a fundraising variety
show during Kaslo May Days. This
world-travelled group will be one of
several performers taking to the stage
at JV Humphries School in Kaslo on
Saturday, May 16 from 3 to 5 pm.
Funds raised will go towards the
new pedestrian suspension bridge
being planned for Kaslo River. If
you love the outdoors then you’ll
also want to walk the beautiful Kaslo
River Trail and enjoy the spectacular
views from the first pedestrian
bridge, completed last year.
Tickets are $15 per person,
with children 12 and under free.
Tickets can be picked up in Kaslo

at Sunnyside Naturals, at Your
Arts Desire, or from Val Koenig at
250-353-2168. There will also be a
tombola raffle with many great prizes
and refreshments.

So bring your wallet and be
ready to have fun at Kaslo May Days
while supporting Kaslo River Trail
development! Check us out at www.
kaslotrailblazers.org.

submitted
The final concert in the Kaslo
Concert Society’s 2008/09 season
presents Corazón, Nelson’s
stunningly talented choir of young
people directed by Allison Girvan.
The concert takes place in the J.V.
Humphries School gym on Friday,
May 22 at 7:30 pm. Admission is by

season subscription or single tickets
at the door; adult $20, seniors $18,
students $5. School age children are
admitted free when accompanied by
an adult patron.
True to their name, Corazón
sings from the heart and has, in turn,
won the hearts of many Canadian
audiences in the nine years since it

Kaslo Trailblazers announce variety show fundraiser
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your lawn into a garden.
Drop off your contest ballot
at Kaslo businesses: Irly Building
Supplies, Kaslo Family Centre,
Sunnyside Naturals, Fern’s Flowers
& Fancies, Cornucopia, or North
Kootenay Lake Community Services
Society.
Contest deadline is May 8; winners
will be announced at the Kaslo Garden

Festival on May Days weekend, May
18 at 2 pm in Front Street Park (next to
the Kaslo Hotel). Someone will be on
hand all day to answer your gardening
questions and to host a kids’ table
where kids can plant a seed to take
home to start their very own garden.
Contact Jen Sibley by phone:
250-353-7691 ext. 207 or email:
lawnstogardens@nklcss.org.

Bavarian folk dancers Schuhplattler Verein Enzian will be the headline act at a fundraising variety show.

Corazón to perform in Kaslo, May 22

began. This talented and motivated
group of young singers has gained
a reputation for their blend,
intonation and their world music
repertoire. Their simple, yet effective
choreography adds a visual accent to
their performances. The BC Choral
Federation Newsletter calls Corazón
‘BC’s Treasure’.

North Kootenay
Lake Community
Services Society
Employment Opportunity: Kaslo
Facilitator: Mental Health Drop-in
North Kootenay Lake Community Services Society is seeking
a coordinator for a weekly drop-in program for people
wanting to improve their mental health. NKLCSS mission is
to assist adults with a mental illness to develop the skills and
confidence necessary to live satisfying and productive lives in
the community. This assistance is provided in a psychosocial
program designed to empower and support its members.
The confidential drop-in program will provide a non-institutional
setting where adults with a mental illness give each other
support as they work to rebuild their confidence, stamina, and
concentration, and social interactions. It is a voluntary program
whose participants are members, not patients or clients and
work to create and direct the program.
Details: 5 hours per week until March 31, 2010.
Desired Qualifications:

Kaslo’s City Hall roof is strong as ever after eight supporting beams were placed by Andy Pritchard and crew on April 28.

Kaslo City Hall’s roof work completed
by Jan McMurray
The roof on Kaslo’s historic City
Hall building was strengthened with
four 44’-long beams and four 20’long beams on April 28.
“The only way to do it was
through the bell tower,” said
Donna Cormie of the City Hall
Conservation Committee. “The
crane operator said it was like
threading a needle.”
This roof strengthening project
was recommended by a structural
engineering firm. Andy Pritchard
was the successful bidder for the

job. He and his two sons, along
with volunteers Don Page, Rick
Hamilton, Daryl Laybourne and
RD Johnson, successfully lodged
the beams in place.
Some flaggers from Nakusp
who were in town working for
Telus were called upon to help with
traffic control in front of the City
Hall building during the work. Telus
agreed to foot the bill for the flaggers.
“It was a real community effort,”
commented Stephanie Patience,
Village secretary.
The City Hall got a new cedar

shake roof last spring. This roof
strengthening was the final phase of
the City Hall roof project.

Thank you
Valley Voice

The only newspaper that
tells us what is going on in
the Kaslo area. The only
newspaper that gives us a
chance to say what we think
about it, free of charge, in
Voices from the Valleys.
Paid advertisement by Jane Lynch
in support of the Valley Voice

• Demonstrated experience and skill in programs for people
with a mental illness.
• Demonstrated ability to manage programs in a way that
ensures maximum consumer participation.
• A strengths based philosophy
• Highly developed written and verbal communication,
interpersonal and organizational skills.
• Possess a current BC driver’s license.
• An appropriate University degree will be an asset and a
relevant diploma is necessary.
• Previous experience/knowledge of the Clubhouse model
would be an advantage.
Please refer to www.nklcss.org for more information and send
resumes to administrator@nklcss.org or by fax to 250-353-7691
by May 22, 2009
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Get Outta Town
with
Peter
Roulston

Think local,
travel local

First off, I must clear up an inaccurate
suggestion I made in the last issue in
regards to my trip through Trout Lake.
The NO Board Café is a great spot to stop
and enjoy coffee and conversation, but
the skateboard bowl beside it is, in fact,
private like anyone’s swimming pool or
backyard is. I mistakenly suggested it was
there for the use of customers and guests,
but I screwed up. These folks have a very
good letter to read in this paper.
The headline this week refers to the
idea that, much like the 100-mile diet,
the travel and activities you do closer to
home will have less global carbon costs
and any money that you spend will serve
a greater purpose in our local economies.
After many years of writing this stuff each
two weeks, I sometimes revisit places
I’ve been in past years, or sometimes
write about some location farther away.
Generally, I try to talk about some place
I’ve likely been in the previous couple

of weeks.
There were enough reasons for me
to do a trip to the Okanagan that I loaded
up the car and did just that last week. My
little car gets super gas mileage and there
is just enough room to sleep in it with the
seats down, so I did an overnight tour
through Fauquier to Vernon then back
via Sicamous and Revelstoke. Several
climate zones to enjoy seeing, okay roads,
no language challenges and Canadian
dollars at par! I was reminded how close
to home this actually is by the fact that I
met Castlegar-bound chip trucks all the
way to the mill in Lumby and also from
the mill at Malakwa near Sicamous.
I like the Okanagan for its climate,
agriculture and broad network of roads for
exploring by bicycle, car or motorcycle.
The wide valley has numerous alternate
roads that will get you north or south,
like the highway but without the intense
driving. There’s plenty of places to camp
and room prices are cheaper than most
small towns. Too many folks identify
the Okanagan with junk food outlets,
frenzied shopping and crazy traffic but I
go there and mostly like what I see on the
less-used arteries.
North of Vernon is some of BC’s
prettiest dairy country and fine pasture
lands. You can sidetrack west and north
from Armstrong and find all manner of
beautiful traditional Okanagan Highland

ANNOUNCING: DR. ROULSTON’S
MIRACLE BICYCLE LUBRICANT

Doctor Peter Roulston is pleased to say that after 17 years of bicycle repair and deep
thought, he has concocted a vital new fluid to be employed in all aspects of maintenance
and upkeep. MIRACLE BICYCLE LUBRICANT shall be applied in all procedures regarding
bike repair, tuning and overhauls. Not organic, not fair trade, but works real nice...

NEW DENVER
250-358-2133

Fridays 10:00 am - 6:00 pm
Saturdays 10:00 am - 6:00 pm

For Clients Who Appreciate...

Serious Planning... Serious Advice...
Serious Results...
Collin Ludwar - B.Comm, CFP
Debbie Pereversoff - CFP, CSA
Tim Affolter - CFP, FDS, CLU, ChFC
Financial Planners with
Assante Financial Management Ltd.
www.affolterfinancial.com

1127 4th St. Castlegar, BC 1-888-365-4888 • 365-2345

LIVING

vistas, then return to the valley bottom
where cows and tractors reign in their
glory and rich farm odours hang heavy
in the air. Occasional trains rumble up the
valley and you cross tracks from time to
time. Train tracks go straight up the centre
of Armstrong’s main street, right past the
feed mill that now does wood pellets, and
close to the old cheese factory.
I made a stop at the Prop Shop near
Enderby to get some boat stuff fixed and
toured the small but very sophisticated
repair room where aluminum, brass
and stainless steel props get reborn after
even the worst damage. Northwards to

Financial
Forum
with Debbie
Pereversoff

Seniors Issues:
Contemplating
Down-Sizing?

Well, there sure has been a whirlwind
of activity in my life these past few
months. Our lifetime dream of building
a house has finally been realized and we
settled into our new home a few weeks
ago.
It’s somewhat ironic how many of
us start out in life with a few meagre
belongings, move into a starter home,
raise our kids, then get into a bigger house
after they’ve all grown up and moved out!
No doubt, it would have been nice to have
had the bigger house while our kids were
still with us, but at least we now have
room for all of our ‘stuff’ that we’ve been
accumulating over the years.
I’m sure if we fast-forward another
25 years or so, we’ll be doing some
serious thinking about downsizing. This
is a dilemma facing many of our retirees
and seniors, as they contemplate whether
downsizing is the right thing to do.
Downsizing a home can be a savings
often overlooked by retiring Canadians.
The cost of taxes, insurance, heating and

with
Andrew
Rhodes

The Landmark Bakery
again and again

“Rob Abbey
at the
LANDMARK
BAKERY in
Kaslo makes
what just may
be the best
cinnamon
buns in the
world.”
– Andrew Rhodes,
Valley Voice Food Editor

416 Front Street • Kaslo, BC • 353-2250

Hello again, gentle readers and food
fans. I hasten to inform you, I experienced
extreme pleasure this morning!! The
intense pleasure was derived from two
pieces of hot, just toasted caraway rye
bread with a little butter and a cup of tea.
The aroma of the caraway sends me! Hot
and heavenly. Try it sometime.
The caraway rye came from Rob
Abbey’s Landmark Bakery in Kaslo
where I go every chance I get. It’s a small
place with a big list of products. Ever find
a great little eatery you like more and
more each time you go? That’s what The
Landmark Bakery is for me.
The sign on the wall says: “German
style baking originating from scratch
recipes. Over 40 hearth and pan-style
breads.” And by the way, my friends, over
half those breads are trans-fat free!! The
other half have highly reduced amounts
of shortening which significantly lowers
the level of trans-fats. That’s good! And
no preservatives. That’s good too.

			

Mara Lake, where the farms give way to
beaches, boats and boisterous vacationers,
and the whole Shuswap houseboat
paradise thing comes into play. I had a
break in Sicamous at the downtown park
and docks and the place seemed like False
Creek in small scale.
The drive home through Three
Valley Gap, Revelstoke and Nakusp was
nice but not as noteworthy, I guess. In
the 35 years I’ve been in the Kootenays
I honestly can’t say things change that
much compared to areas west or east
of us. Sure, there are some more houses
and a few new businesses, but barely a

The Valley Voice May 6, 2009

shadow of many other booming areas,
which is mostly okay for most people I
know, including me. As long as an area
is beyond the reasonable driving range
of weekend crowds I think it’ll never
get too developed and if people think
otherwise, then the occasional trip out
to the bigger places will have you back
home realizing that the Kootenays remain
a quiet refuge for us, and for others it
probably lies beyond the range of their
100-mile travel diet.
Peter Roulston owns the Bicycle
Hospital in New Denver and has always
liked going for car rides. 250-358-2133.

other utilities keeps going up and if you
have empty rooms, more yard work than
you can handle, and other expenses piling
up, it is only natural to think about moving
into a smaller place.
If you are willing to move out of your
large family house and into a smaller,
more efficient house, it could mean the
difference between hard times and a
financially comfortable retirement.
Are you still living in the house where
you raised your family? Are you spending
too much money on maintenance and
repairs and are you utilizing all of the
rooms in your house? Are there too many
stairs, or are major renovations needed
for you to live safely and independently?
Is the roof over your head costing you so
much that it is compromising your ability
to have an adequate retirement lifestyle?
I offer the following tips for seniors
taking the plunge into a more simplified
lifestyle.
Get rid of the guilt factor! Many
feel they are the keepers of their family
heirlooms and have a hard time getting
rid of items for which they no longer
have room. This is the number one reason
seniors have a hard time downsizing.
Look for other family members who
would like to have some of these items
now – especially if they are just being
stored and not used. This way the person
who is really supposed to inherit the item
will receive it now, and the joy that it
brings to the recipient can be enjoyed by

the giver. I like to call this concept “giving
while your hands are warm!”
If family members do not want
the items because of their own space
limitations or for other reasons, consider
donating the items to a charity or having
a large garage sale. Paring down items
before the move makes the process easier
at moving time. It not only saves space but
it saves time and money.
When it comes right down to it, it’s
really all about attitude. In some ways, the
idea of getting rid of our stuff means that
we’re preparing for the inevitable. It is
painful to consider one’s own mortality so
we hang on to our houses and possessions
as a way of giving us some control and
perhaps some comfort.
Some may hang on to their stuff
simply because they think they may need
it some day, even though they haven’t
used these items for years. For others, the
idea of down-sizing is liberating as they
actually find themselves with money in
their jeans when they break free from the
hassles and worries of maintaining a large
home and property.
Remember, it’s all about having a
good attitude and making the best of it
as you travel through the rest of life’s
journey.
Debbie Pereversoff, CFP, CSA, is a
Certified Financial Planner and Certified
Seniors Advisor with her company
The Affolter Financial Group Inc., in
Castlegar.

March 27 marked the bakery’s 27th
year and Rob’s 13th as owner-operator.
They’ve continued celebrating for a
month, introducing new products galore
including a variety of ice-blended coffees
and smoothies.
But bread is what’s on the shelves:
whole wheat, French, spelt, Vienna,
caraway rye (YAY!), country harvest,
heavy dark pumpernickel (yeah!), and
baguettes to mention a few.
Rob’s smiling wife, Betty Ann,
informed me that there are items found
nowhere else on earth but the Landmark:
the Raspberry Explosion (very secret
recipe), the Campfire Delight (peanut
butter and chocolate chips) and the
Black Russian Brownies (made with
butterscotch chips in an Oreo base with
pecans, chocolate chips and coconut).
Oh yeah? How about the Exile Island
Bar: “a tropical thing” with pineapple,
coconut, cherry, and secret stuff. Betty
Anne makes ‘em.
About the new smoothies: there are
two types, one with a base of acai, the
other with a base of rooibos tea. They
both come in flavours like mango and
strawberry (I had the strawberry. WOW),
and both have lots of anti-oxidants
that make war on free radicals I guess.
(Where’d I get all this lingo?) Rob was
one of the first to import guarana to BC.
It’s the stuff found in most energy drinks
and is the national drink of Brazil where
it outsells Coca-Cola. Phewf!
Like coffee? All Rob’s coffee is

Canterbury Coffee distributed out of
Vancouver. Columbian, Dark Roast
Peruvian, stuff like that...all ground at the
bakery. All coffees are certified organic,
and certified fair trade. This assures that
the growers get a fair price for their
product. I like that. Rob also carries all
kinds of juices and sodas and has all the
crazy syrups for special coffees.
A few more sweets? Magic nut bars,
shortbread bears and dinosaurs, date
squares, chocolate maroons, g. snaps: all
available! I saw lemon, strawberry, apple,
and poppy seed Danishes – also a cheese
raisin Danish. Help me out here!
I once thought cinnamon buns and
sticky buns were the same thing. NOT.
Rob explained that sticky buns are baked
in a pan coated with golden yellow sugar
and various secret sweet gooey stuff.
When they’re done you turn them upside
down so they stick to your fingers while
you eat them. Cinnamon buns aren’t as
sticky. Rob makes the best and stickiest
sticky buns in the world. I’m still licking
my fingers.
By the way, Rob is a great great
guy, always adding to his product list to
please us, his customers. His keen sense
of humour caught me up several times,
and the Landmark Bakery is comfortable,
casual, and cozy! The business keeps
growing! Go there. Delight yourself.
Squeeze a sticky bun. See what happens.
I’m going to toast some more
caraway rye, and experience extreme
pleasure! Mmmmmm.
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by Jan McMurray
Nakusp and area voted for
projects seeking Columbia Basin
Trust Community Initiatives and
Affected Area funding on May 3.
A total of 453 people voted
on how the $174,000 should be
distributed. The $174,000 was
made up of Nakusp’s Community
Initiatives funding (19,081.44) and
Affected Areas funding ($90,028.22),
plus Bayview and Rural Nakusp’s
funding allocation ($64,907). There
was $144,000 available for projects

over $10,000 and $30,000 available
for projects $10,000 and under.
Successful projects over $10,000
were: Arrowtarian Senior Citizens
Society (elevator – Rotary Villa)
$30,000; Nakusp Volunteer Fire
Brigade (road rescue vehicle;
customizing of shelving units)
$17,000; Royal Canadian Legion
(building upgrade) $30,000;
Nakusp Public Library Association
(window replacement – library):
$17,770; Protecting Animal Life
Society (animal rescue program)

$15,000; Rotary Club of Nakusp
(upgrade to Rotary Park playground)
$30,000; Arrow & Slocan Lakes
Community Services (food security
action program) $4,230 (asked for
$20,000).
Unsuccessful applicants in the
‘large projects’ category were: Arrow
Lakes Historical Society (Centennial
Building addition); Nakusp and Area
Development Board (Tourism Plan
projects); Nakusp Centennial Golf
Club (golf course water supply);
Nakusp Curling Club Association

(curling club upgrades – safety);
Nakusp Roots Music Society
(marketing campaign); Nakusp
Trails Society (Kuskanax Mountain
Trail).
Successful projects $10,000 and
under were: Arrow Lakes Search
& Rescue (emergency response
equipment) $10,000; Arrow Lakes
Arts Council (piano for auditorium)
$4,500; Columbia Basin Alliance
for Literacy (introductory computer
course for seniors) $3,867; Mirror
Theatre Society (youth scholarships

for Summer Drama School) $2,625;
Nakusp Karate (training equipment
and safety gear) $2,470; Columbia
Basin Environmental Education
Network (field trips for kids) $2,335;
Nakusp Collective for Movement
and Wellness (equipment) $2,475;
Valhalla Summer School of Fine Arts
Society (summer theatre arts school,
Nakusp) $1,728 (asked for $2,600).
The only unfunded application in
this category was the Arrow Lakes
Environmental Stewardship group’s
request for $4,800.

submitted by Marilyn Boxwell
The annual Kootenay Zone
Festival, a competition which
highlights the talents of area drama
groups, will be hosted this year
by Mirror Theatre (Arrow Lakes
Community Theatre group) from
May 15 – 18. Performances take
place at the Bonnington Arts Centre
starting 7 pm nightly. Tickets are
$15 for each performance, available
at the door.
The competition lineup includes
Mirror Theatre’s staging of The
Golden Grotto or Bracko, The

Prince Frog on Friday, Revelstoke
Theatre Company’s entry Down
the Road on Saturday, followed
on Sunday by Space on the Floor
Theatre (Salmo) with An Enemy of
the People.
Adjudicator Robin Nichol will
give a full ‘coffee critique’ of each
play the following morning at
the Kuskanax Lodge, including
discussion of its strengths and
weaknesses. According to zone chair
Larry Martin, these sessions are
viewed as educational opportunities
for both patrons and festival

registrants, giving an overview of
what is involved in the world of
theatre production.
At the close of the festival, an

awards ceremony takes place at noon
on Monday, followed by a three-hour
workshop for the winning play.
Members of the public are

welcome to attend any or all of
these exciting events. For more
information and registration details,
contact Gail Ponto at 250-265-4526.

by Katrine Campbell
A 59-year-old Slocan man is
dead following a single-vehicle
crash April 25 on Hwy 6, one
kilometre south of Winlaw. The
RCMP say Harley Matheson was a
passenger in the northbound vehicle
which rolled over on the right side
of the road.

Ambulances from both Nelson
and Trail responded. One male and
one female were taken to hospital
with non-life-threatening injuries.
A fourth occupant refused treatment
at the scene but went to hospital for
treatment the next day.
Sgt. Derrick Donovan of West
Kootenay Traffic Services says the

crash is still under investigation;
RCMP are waiting for a mechanical
report and are talking to witnesses.
The preliminary investigation
indicated speed and alcohol were
factors in the rollover.
No charges have been laid yet.
The police report will go to Crown
counsel, who will decide on charges.

by Jan McMurray
Pass Creek Road has been closed

since Saturday night (May 2), when
a motorist discovered a four-metre-

deep sink hole about six kilometres
from Crescent Valley. The ministry
expects the road to be closed all week,
and will have a better idea of timelines
on Friday.
A ministry spokesperson reported
that a new culvert will have to be
installed below the road. Geotechnical

engineers have determined that water
from the creek bed has been flowing
around the existing culvert and
gradually eroding the soil beneath
the road.
A local resident reports that the
hole is four feet in diameter and
opened into a large cavern underneath.

Crews are expected to be working
all week from 6 am to 8 pm daily until
the road is restored. The detour is via
Highway 3A.

Kootenay Zone theatre festival to be held in Nakusp this year

Slocan man killed in traffic accident

Pass Creek Road closed since Saturday due to sinkhole

Pass Creek Road has been closed since Saturday night (May 2), when a
motorist discovered a four-metre-deep sinkhole about six kilometres from
Crescent Valley.

These grade 7/8 girls at Lucerne fasted for 30 hours to raise funds for World Vision’s 30
Hour Famine campaign. Inspired by Emily Barber, another student who has participated
in the campaign several times before, Danika Hammond organized the event. The girls
met at the school at 1 pm on Sunday, April 19 and had a sleepover there. They collected
pledges from community members and sold rice at lunch on Monday.

Winlaw celebrated May Day on May 2 with a full program at the Cedar Creek
Café outdoor stage, and the colourful parade winding its way down to the river.

Advertise in the Valley Voice
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24

Anniversary
Announcement

CLASSIFIED ADS

1994 FORD F-150 4x4. One owner. 4.9L
inline 6 motor (2.2 MPG), 5 speed manual
trany. 99% rust free. $5,200 invested in
undercarriage over last three years. Very
good condition, well maintained. 268,000
km. Asking $3,700. 358-2830.

Picture Perfect – Jenn Hodges
A crystal clear moment
Resides within my mind
A strikingly beautiful picture
A precious pause in time

Business Opportunities

I hear her heartfelt laughter
I see the look in his eyes
Their faces are lit so brightly
In that very moment time flies…

Our family would like to pay tribute
to genuine inspirations of love everlasting,
Nick and Edith Izairovich. Friends, family
and even acquaintances have, at one time or
another, heard the story of how a handsome
Yugoslavian man fell in love with an
exquisite German girl. With a single dance
these two embarked on a trip that would
last their lifetimes and would last in the
memories of generations to come. Through
their lives together there has been love, the
most honest, unfettered, and natural love.
Their marriage has surpassed adversity and
each time they could rely on one another as
best friends. Honestly, they make marriage
look easy! Their gestures and affections are
infectious, and positively adorable. Nick and
Edith are true examples of love and strength.
They have encouraged us all to laugh, to
smile, to live, and most importantly… to
love. They are Picture Perfect.

Fast-forward twenty years
And I wonder where they are
Likely still laughing, loving, and playing
Seeking out their special star
I see love isn’t Prince Charming
Or being swept off one’s feet
But finding the delicate moment
Where best friends and true love meet

Announcements

PHOTO CONTEST – Remember to take
photos at Kaslo May Days. Details: www.
kaslochamber.com.

Automotive

FOR SALE: 1981 CHEVROLET
2wd,1/2 ton-pickup, 350 engine, ps, pb,
trailer hitch, electric brakes, low kms,
overall good condition, needs a tune-up, 2nd
owner. Great truck for getting wood, dump
runs, W.H.Y. $1300 obo. 250-265-2108.
MAZDA MX-6, 1992. Good condition.
$1,000 obo. New tires, new exhaust, new
brakes. 250-359-7070.

WANT TO START YOUR OWN
BUSINESS? Community Futures
offers business counselling and start-up
information. Appointments available in
Nakusp and New Denver. Contact Farhana
Dumont at 265-3674, ext. 205 or email
nakusp@futures.bc.ca.

Card of Thanks

SLOCAN VALLEY ARTS COUNCIL
would like to thank everyone who
participated in the Trash Art Challenge.
Special thanks to: Winlaw Hall Society and
their wonderful baking, Norm Essery of
Passmore Hall Society, Gail Elder and the
Slocan Valley Community Band, Linda Out
& W. E .Graham Community School, Lois
Lawrence & Brent Kennedy Elementary,
Brett Pope, Barb Wilson, Diane Remple,
Juniper Webcraft, Corky Evans, Tamara
Unseld-Sandulak, Sandra deVries, Jan
McMurray, RDCK, BC Assembly of Arts
Councils and BC Arts Council. Last but not
least, all the creative people who entered.
Looking forward to another successful
show next year. Keep on scrappin’.

Coming events

MOTHER’S DAY BREAKFAST: Slocan
City Legion Hall, Sunday May 10th, 8:30
am - 12 noon. Cost: $8.00, Children 6 &
under $4.50. Everyone Welcome.

			
SILVERTON ROCKS THE RETURN
OF BLUES PRODIGY JIMMY
BOWSKILL at Memorial Hall, May 15, 9
pm with Serenity – two great bands for $20.
Tickets: Appletree (New Denver), Silverton
Building Supplies, Mountain Valley Station
(Slocan), Winlaw Mini-Mart.
NEW DENVER MAY DAY MARKET,
Monday, May 18. For info - Anita 3587731. $15/space.
SPRING MARKET: Get ready for the
Whole School’s 10th Annual Spring Market
& Family Festival from 10am – 4pm on
Saturday, May 9, 2009 at The Appledale
Hall. Music by The Kootenay Kontra Band,
pony rides, plant sales, vendors, kids games,
puppet show and much more. Only $2/adult
at door (doorprizes!). To rent a table call
Chris @ 226-7902. See ya there!
INQUIRING MINDS WANT TO
KNOW just what the Single Transferable
Vote is. Come to a BC-STV Salon and do
an actual vote and count. Join us for any
of these salons at New Denver’s Hidden
Garden Gallery Wednesday, May 6th, 10am
- noon; Thursday, May 7th, 1pm - 3pm; or
Saturday, May 9th, 11am - 1pm. For info
on BC-STV see www.stv.ca.
BOTTLE DRIVE, Sat. May 23, for
Valhalla Wilderness Program, pickup 9 am
to 12:30, Passmore to Slocan City.
S I LV E RT O N G A L L E RY
COFFEEHOUSE, SATURDAY MAY
23, 7PM. Featuring Jeremy Down, Soleil,
Patrick Earl, Michael and Lea and others.
Join us for a lively, fun evening.

The Valley Voice May 6, 2009
MUSICIANS/BANDS WANTED for
this year’s SoundVibes compilation CD.
Entries must be in by June 15th. Contact
Serpico Audio for details @ 354-1451 or
info@serpico.ca.
4th ANNUAL GIANT GARAGE/Plant/
Bake Sale on Saturday, May 9th from 9:00
to 2:00 in Slocan City. It’s the Slocan Valley
Women’s Institute’s 80th Anniversary and
to celebrate we’ll have a cake as well as
the hot food available. Multiple families
join in with their own garage sales. Follow
the green signs!
CARPENTER CREEK LAST WISHES
SOCIETY will hold its AGM on May 26
at the Hidden Garden Gallery at 7:00. The
short meeting will be followed by a visit to
a local labyrinth.
MOUNTAIN SKY SOAP Seconds Sale:
Hard soap and now liquid soap seconds,
lip balms and gifts, May 23, Saturday, 9-5,
2276 Hwy #6, Crescent Valley.
NAKUSP SATURDAY MORNING
FARMER’S MARKET (beside What’s
Brewing) Opening May 16, 8 am - 1 pm.
All vendors welcome. For info, phone Lynn
265-4432.
NEW DENVER STRONG START
change of hours. Wednesday’s session is
now 2-5 pm.
KASLO TRAILBLAZERS VARIETY
SHOW Fundraiser: Featuring
Schuhplattler Verein Enzian (AustrianBavarian Folkdancers). Saturday, May
16, 3pm, JV Humphries School in Kaslo.
Tickets $15 (children 12 & under free).
Contact Val, 250-353-2168.

BUSINESS DIRECTORY

RESTAURANT/WINE & BEER

Winlaw Brew-Op

Open Tuesday - Sunday
9 am - 4 pm

Main St. New Denver 358-2381

Specialty Coffees, Teas,
U-Brews and Kits for Home
• Open Every Day

Nakusp

N
P

ick’s
lace

265-4701

Lemon Creek
Lodge & Campground

WINTER HOURS
8 am - 9 PM

Seven Days a Week!

Apple Tree
Sandwich Shop
The

Soup, Sandwiches & Desserts
358-2691
tfn

Year-round facility
Licensed Restaurant
Open Thurs - Sun
5 PM - 8 PM
1-877-970-8090

Wine & Beer Making Kits
to satisfy all budgets!
Take-Home Kits, or Brew it with Us!
Open 11:00 to 6:00 Tues. to Sat.
5972 Cedar Creek Road, Winlaw • 226-7328

Mon. - Fri. 7 A.M. - 4 P.M.
Sat. 11 A.M. - 4 P.M.

265-4880
Non-Smoking

93-5th Ave.

Nakusp

“Your Valley Realtor”
- Competence
- Integrity
- Results
Free Market Evaluation
isoldit@shaw.ca
250 365-9640

265-3635
E-mail: paulaconrad@royallepage.ca
Website: www.royallepage.ca/selkirkrealty

Free Consultation

GROCERY • HEALTH FOOD

Slocan, BC • ph:355-2211 • fax: 355-2216

Ann’s Natural Foods
Ann Bunka

- 358-2552 805 Kildare St., New Denver

• Zack Graphics & Inks •
Printer Sales ~ Discount Inkjet Cartridges
Photo Papers ~ Guaranteed Inkjet refills
eBay Marketing ~ Digitial Design

250-358-2111 • izack@telus.net

612 Josephine St. • Box 292 • New Denver, BC V0G 1S0

For all your
insurance
needs
HUB INTERNATIONAL
Barton
265-3631
INSURANCE
1-800-665-6010
BROKERS

RECREATION

Ph: 359-7111 Fax: 359-7587
www.playmorpower.com

Tammy Peitzsche

Selkirk Realty

Open 7 days/week, 9 am - 8 pm

The best selection of photo cards of local views anywhere
1007 Josephine St. (Box 298), New Denver
Ph. 358-2435 essay@direct.ca Fax 358-2607

ENGINEERED WITH YOU IN MIND

PAULA CONRAD
HOME: (250) 358-2707

Groceries, fresh produce, fresh meat,
Agency Liquor, organic foods,
in-store deli, in-store bakery.

CUSTOM CARDS • BROCHURES • CALENDARS • NEWSLETTERS

Water Testing • Flow Measurements
CAEAL certified to test drinking water
We’re in the Valley at: 1-250-226-7339
Jennifer & Tony Yeow passlab@xplornet.com

Beside Slocan Park Service
2976 Highway 6, Slocan Park

REAL ESTATE

Slocan Village Market

Colour/B&W Laser Printing/Copying • Digital Photography
Word processing • Scanning • Faxing • Binding • Laminating

Passmore
Laboratory Ltd.

QUALITY PIZZA anytime!

Air Conditioned

PROFESSIONAL SERVICES

Re-Awakening
Health Centre
• Health Products, healing sessions
• New Age cards & books
• Sensual products¶ ¶

¶

¶

¶

HEALTH

Chiropractor, Larry Zaleski, D.C.
Mondays & Fridays - Silverton
Every other Wednesday in Winlaw or Nakusp
Counsellor/Healing Facilitator
Sue Mistretta, M.A., CCC.

358-2177

Silverton & Winlaw

Stone Massage • Deep Tissue
Salt Glows • Mud Wraps & More

MASSAGE
myofascial release • deep tissue massage • relaxation massage

Susan L. Yurychuk • 250-358-6804
By Appointment Only • New Denver

Your Local Grocer

New Denver
358-2443

Silverton
358-7292

Advertise in the Valley Voice. It pays!!!
Call 358-7218 for details • email: valleyvoice@netidea.com

1043 Playmor

Hand & Soul Healing Centre

¶

320 Broadway St. Nakusp		 265-3188

Playmor Junction Hwy 6 & 3A

MASSAGE THERAPIES

Myofascial, Swedish, Lymphatic, Joint Play, Craniosacral,
Visceral, Somatoemotion, Chakras, Nutrition etc.
MTA rates (Low income consideration)
also MSP, WCB, ICBC & care plans
Garth R. Hunter, R.M.T.
Slocan Health Clinic - Thursdays

250-358-2364 • Mobile & Office

Bosun Hall

For all occasions with
rates to suit your needs.
Rentals of tables, chairs,
dishes. Bev 358-7771 or
carolbellbc@yahoo.ca

Kootenay Restorative
Justice
working toward
restoring balance
and healthy communication in
our communities

krjustice@wegcss.org

www.jonesboysboats.com
Ainsworth, British Columbia
4080 Hwy 31 N
Call: 1-877-552-6287

(250) 353-2550 Fax (250) 353-2911

HARBERCRAFT

Lester Koeneman
Phone 265-3128 or
24-hour Fax 265-4808
Broadway St. Nakusp
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Coming Events

THIRD ANNUAL VALHALLA FILM
FESTIVAL, May 8 & 9, 7 pm, Silverton
Memorial Hall. See details in this issue,
p. 11.
PASSMORE HALL is hosting its Annual
Mother’s Day Pancake Breakfast on Sunday
May 10 from 9:00-12:00. Join us in this
traditional event.
MUSIC @ THE CUP AND SAUCER
CAFÉ, Silverton. Fish and Bird. Foot
Tapping Folkie Goodness. Wednesday
6th May 7:00 pm. Cafe open for Coffee
and Treats 6:30pm. Check them out www.
fishandbird.ca.
KOOTENAY DANCEBEAT SOCIETY
DANCE, May 9th at the Junction Church,
South Slocan. Note change in time. Mini
lesson 8pm, dancing till 11pm. Everyone
welcome. $5.00. No street shoes permitted.
‘INGRAIN’ - Selkirk College Fine
Woodworking year end show. May 22 24. Location: 378 Baker St. - Friday, 9:30 to
9 - Saturday, 9:30 to 6 - Sunday, noon to 4.

For rent

AVAILABLE IMMEDIATELY, Nice
15 x 20 office or gallery located next to
the Silverton Building Supplies. $250.00/
Month + small utility. Call 250-358-2293.
PRIVATE 3 BD post and beam house, lake
view, walking distance to Kaslo village and
park, available for rent June 1. $ 1400 +
utilities per month. No pets, No Smoking.
References required. Tel 604 892 5176
email: coachp@telus.net.
ONE BEDROOM SLOCAN CITY:
bright, wood/tile floors, close to lake/store,
retired neighbours, requires references &
lease $485.00 +utilities, sorry no smoking/
pets. Janine 250 352-6311.

HOUSE FOR RENT in New Denver,
Orchard. 2 BDR. Newly renovated.
Available immediately. $600 plus util.
403-762-8353 or 403-763-0925.

For sale

MOUNTAIN CORAL PRODUCTS are
available again in New Denver. Selling skin
care bars and powdered Mountain Coral.
Call 250-358-7171.
USED UPRIGHT COMMERCIAL
FREEZER, single glass door, new
compressor, $1,000. 250-265-3188.
8 FT. CAMPER. Fridge, stove and
furnace. Jacks $995 obo. SIMPLICITY AIR
CONDITIONER 10-75. Use 2 mos. Heavy
duty. Excellent condition. $300. HUSKY
CHAINSAW #385, excellent condition,
$650 obo. 250-355-2375.

Gardening

CLASSIFIED ADS

YOGA AT THE DOMES - Spring is on
its way - gardens are appearing - paths are
melting! Time to keep the connections in
the body envitalized. Abundance is in the
air. MONDAY MORNINGS 9-10:30 am
FLOW CLASS - The flow of life begins
within. Open to all levels all the time.
THURSDAY AFTERNOONS - 3:30-5:00
pm RESTORATIVE CLASS - A time to
slow down and deeply rejuvenate through
simple postures, to open up to the breath and
restore the body, mind and spirit. Open to
all levels all the time.
FULL SPECTRUM BODY WORK
offers deep tissue and stress reduction
treatments in the privacy of your own
home. For additional info and to book
appointments please call 358-6808.

Help wanted

GET VEGETABLE STARTS from Kip
and Marcy at Elvendal Farm, a new farm,
bringing 12 years of commercial organic
growing experience to the community.
Strong, performers: broccoli, cauliflower,
lettuce varieties ready for planting in May.
Also tomatoes, cucumbers, peppers, basil,
melons, winter and summer squashes.
Greenhouse open May 9th and 16th, 8-noon.
Tables at May Day and Friday markets,
New Denver. 358-2660. Elvendal Farm
and Oso Renewable Energy – We specialize
in harvesting local sunshine. 113 Reibin
Rd., Hills.

EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITY - Full
& part time summer work at The Cup and
Saucer Café, Silverton. Drop in and see us
for more details or call Julie 250-358-2267.

PILATES WITH SUSAN in Nakusp
- Discover this powerful, head to toe,
workout for all fitness levels. Call 265-4952
or visit my website at www.susanspilates.
com.

FOR INFORMATION ON AA OR
ALANON MEETINGS contact Therese
358-7904; John 265-4924; Tonio 358-7158;
Dave 353-2658; Joan 355-2805; Dan 3597817; Bill 226-7705.

Health

Livestock

KOOTENAY MOBILE POULTRY
ABATTOIR - We slaughter chickens
and turkeys. Food safety inspected and
bagged. For the East/West Kootenays,
turkeys not to be over 20 lbs. Employment
offered. Call for slaughter schedule and
employment. Please let us know ASAP if
you’re interested in our services! Gerry,
250-489-5798.

Notices

HORSESHOES - Anyone interested in
playing or learning how to play Horseshoes,
is invited to meet at the Nakusp Seniors Hall
on Wednesday afternoons from 2 to 4 pm.
For further information please call Brian
Ryder at 250-265-4339.

Pets

FROG PEAK PET RESORT – brand
new facility – five indoor/outdoor
kennels. 2-acre, fenced adventure
park. On leash excursions. Owner
experienced vet assistant. 250-226-7660.
frogpeakpetresort@columbiawireless.
ca www.frogpeakpetresort.com.

Slocan Valley Recreation

MORNING BOOT CAMP - Mondays at
9:30 a.m. Instr: Gabby Jangula. Meet at
MSSS Tennis Courts
DIGGING WATER - Take a paddle with
the David Thompson Brigade. Wed. May
13th, Slocan Park Hall
PRO-D DAY ART IN THE PARK - Ages
7+, Winlaw Park. Instr: Tim Farrugia.
Mon. May 25th, 9:30 a.m. to noon
G O U R M E T B A C K C O U N T RY
COOKING - Sat. May 23rd, Vallican Whole
WINES FROM THE WILD - With Peter
Vogelaar. Thurs. May 28th
RECLAIMING THE HEART - With
Joanne Hughes & Eve Pries. Sat. May
30th. Vallican Heritage Hall.
INCREDIBLE EDIBLE BIKE & HIKE
- With Shanoon Bennett. Sun. May 31st.
Meet at the Slocan Park Hall.

226-0008
Rental wanted

HOUSE WANTED: Professional, single
woman looking for house to rent in or
around the Nakusp area. References
available. Pls call: 250-551-9080.

Obituary
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ARTHUR RAY NUNN
April 12, 1929 – April 26, 2009
Ray Nunn peacefully passed away at the
New Denver Health Care Centre after a valiant
battle with Cancer complicated by a stroke.
Ray was predeceased by his wife, Elizabeth
(1999) and survived by his common-law wife
Eileen Bellingham, sisters Norma Nunn and
Doreen Peever (in Winnipeg), daughter Belinda
Elizabeth (Wayne), son Christopher Arthur
(Stacey), grandsons Cameron, Malcolm, Brady
and Cory. He is also missed by his dogs, Molly
and Holly.
Ray and his family moved to New Denver
in 1968. In 1970, Ray and Elizabeth started
writing and publishing the Slocan Swami
which Ray continued with until 2003. Ray was
also a founding member of the Silvery Slocan
Historical Society and the New Denver Marina.
Ray will be remembered for his electrical skills,
odd jokes, fabulous May Day parade floats,
pockets full of mints, dog companions, love
of model railroads, photography and sailing,
and always-ready willingness to lend a hand.
At this difficult time so many people have
made this journey easier to bear. Our heartfelt
thanks to all the Staff and Residents of New
Denver Pavilion and to All for your kind
condolences, offers of help and well wishes.
In lieu of flowers, donations made in Ray’s
memory to an organization of your choice
would be appreciated.
May there always be wind in your sails
and fair sailing ahead…
Peace be with you Ray.
“There’s nothing… absolutely nothing…
half so much worth doing as simply messing
around in boats.” -Kenneth Grahame, The
Wind in the Willows (River Rat to Mole).

BUSINESS DIRECTORY

CONSTRUCTION • HOME • GARDEN

Certified Organic Bedding Plants
Selected Perennials
9:00 - 5:00 Daily,
April through June
Perry Siding
7231 Avis Rd.

• 355-2459

COMPLETE SALES
SERVICE AND
INSTALLATION
YOUR VALLEY COMFORT AND BLAZE KING DEALER
SPECIALIZING IN WOOD/ELECTRIC, WOOD/OIL AND
WOOD/GAS COMBINATION FURNACES
Certified • Insured

ICF Building Products
“We provide Star Service”
1-888-289-4731

KF PowerVac

Duct Cleaning & Duct Sanitizing
Local: 355-2485 • Toll-free: 1-888-652-0088
email: carrie@netidea.com

• Registered Septic System
designer and installer •
• Ready Mix Concrete •
• Lock Blocks • Drain Rock •
• Road Crush • Sand & Gravel •
• Dump Trucks • Excavator •
• Crusher • Coloured Concrete •
• Site Preparation •
Box 1001, Nakusp, BC, V0G 1R0
Ph. 265-4615 • vieirac@telus.net

Tradesman Electric

265-9955
Locally owned & operated in Burton
Serving the Arrow & Slocan Lakes areas

Hundreds of styles to
choose from!!

JEMS Propane Ltd.

Open Mon, Tues, Wed, Fri & Sat
10 am to 5 pm
PHONE 250-269-0043
Find us at 280 Lower Inonoaklin Rd.
Edgewood, BC

Window
Washing
Gutter
Cleaning
• Spring Cleaning • Home Detailing
• House Prepping • Painting
Call now for your free consultation!

265-0241

commercial • residential
new construction • renovations
Reliable friendly service
Free Estimates Call Steve 226-7163

P&L Flooring Sales

Slocan City, BC • (250) 355-0088
website: www.kootenayfurnace.com
email: kfurnace@netidea.com

HALL LUMBER
& BUILDING SUPPLIES

Peter’s New & Used Windows & More
Sales & Installations

• Energy Efficient Vinyl & Wood Windows •
• Residential Installations & Renovations/Upgrades •
• Wooden & Metal Doors •
Peter Demoskoff • Cell: 250-608-0505
Tel: 250-399-4836 • Fax: 250-399-4831

Nakusp, BC • Ph. 250 265-3747 • Fx. 250 265-3431
• Email cresbay@telus.net

call Jim Berrill
(250) 359-5922

WRITER/EDITOR

Your local bulk dealer & service centre

Oso Renewable Energy

Empowering you to harvest green, free, locally sourced energy!
Solar Hot Water, Solar Electric, Microhydro
Back-up power - Design and Installation
A capital Investment with reliable returns
Oh so durable tools for a secure energy future

Kip Drobish (250) 358-2660

www.OsoSolar.com

CONSTRUCTION

FOUNDATIONS • FRAMING
ROOFING • RENOVATIONS

Experienced Professionals

H. & L. MANCIA CONSTUCTION • PO BOX 97 •
NAKUSP, BC • V0G 1R0 • PHONE: 250-265-4525

PLATE TAMPERS, JUMPING JACKS, REBAR
BENDER JACKHAMMERS, HAMMER DRILLS,
CONCRETE MIXERS, CONCRETE SAWS,
TILECUTTERS, BLOCKCUTTERS, SCAFFOLDING,
FLOOR SANDERS, NAILERS - ALL TYPES,
LM ROTARY LAZER TRANSIT, GENERATORS,
WATER PUMPS, COMPRESSORS, INSULATED
TARPS, PRESSURE WASHERS, ROTO TILLER,
PROPERTY PIN LOCATOR, CHIPPER/SHREDDER,
GAS POST HOLE DIGGER, WOODSPLITTER
...AND MUCH MORE!
PHONE 358-2632
1-888-358-2632

Sappho’s Bakery

Eric Waterfield — Construction

FOR ALL YOUR
PROPANE NEEDS
359-7373
1-800-471-5630

COLES
RENTALS
HEATERS (PROPANE & ELECTRIC)

BAKERY

Crescent Bay
Construction Ltd.

Installation and maintenance

EQUIPMENT RENTAL

Advertising doesn’t cost.
It Pays!

Rear, 309 Kildare St. New Denver
Thurs – Sat, 10 am – 2 pm, 5 – 8 pm
Pizza, Fresh Bread Daily
358-2119

Meat Cutting

Legendary Meats

Bulk - Beef, Pork, Buffalo
and Sausage Sales
Custom Cutting & Sausage Making,
Curing & Smoking of Bacons & Hams
Spring & Summer Hours:
Open Wed., Thurs. & Fri.
9 am till 5 pm
Phone: 226-7803
2826 Hwy 6 • Slocan Park
This space could be yours for
$10.00 + GST per issue.
Call 358-7218 or email:
valleyvoice@netidea.com
for details
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Services

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL
SEPTIC TANK CLEANING: “Serving
the Valley” 7 days/wk, 24-hr. All-Around
Septic Services, Don Brown (250) 3543644, emergency 352-5676.
ROGAN ELECTRIC Residential,
commercial, industrial wiring. Local
references available. All work guaranteed.
“We get the job done.” 353-9638.
DANGER TREE FALLING – Have
insurance. Reasonable rates. Logging
equipment available. Firewood splitter.
Falling certification. Free estimates. Bill
Patterson, 250-355-2696.

Wanted

ATTENTION ARTISTS – The Cup and
Saucer Café in Silverton has a wall waiting
to be filled with your beautiful art. Come in
or call us 250-358-2267.
WANTED: VENDORS for tables at flea
market in Silverton, April 25 and April
27, 10 am – 3 pm. Call Paula for details.
358-2707.
VENDORS, CRAFTERS, & ARTISANS
for Whatshan Lake Music Festival, July 10,
11 & 12, 2009. Contact 250-275-4793 or
manager@whatshan.com.
BOOK: “Whistle Stops Along The
Columbia River Narrows - A History Of
Burton and Surrounding Area”. Contact
Joyce at 604-792-3724.
BOOK: “Our Days Before Yesteryear” by
Bob Hewetson (aka Lance Porter). Contact
Joyce Walker at 604-792-3724.

			

Nakusp Minor Hockey holds annual awards night
Nakusp Minor Hockey held its
annual awards ceremony on April
21. Award winners were as follows.

Atoms

Most Improved: Arturs Vilks;
Most Sportsmanlike: Hailey
Herridge; Defenseman of the Year:
Logan Hascarl; Goalie of the Year:
Caleb Bobicki; Playmakers: Dane
Bateman and Everett Hicks; Most
Dedicated: Every team member.

PeeWee House (West
Kootenay champions)

Best Goalie: Josh Rivers; Most
Improved: Jordan Deakoff; Most
Dedicated: Zach Friedenberger;
Most Sportsmanlike: Brett Mengler;
Best All Around Players: Nathan
Hawe and AJ Hughes; Playmaker:
Max McCoy; Best Defenseman:
Quentin Volansky.

Bantam House

Most Sportsmanlike: Avery
Palmer; Most Improved: Kylie
Carson; Most Dedicated: Nathyn
McInnis; Playmaker of the Year:
Jesse Jensen; Best Defenseman:
Mitchell Zorn; Best All Around
Player: Connor Reimer; Best Goalie:
Brandon Olson.

Andrew Likness; Senior Referee of
the Year: Paul Roberts
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Coach of the Year: Ralph
Dachwitz

Bantam Rep (Placed
Third at Provincial Tier
4 Championships)

Most Improved: Carter Stenseth;
Most Sportsmanlike: Mitchell
Hascarl; Best Defenseman: Jade
Streliev; Playmaker: Jacob Balske;
Best Goalie and Most Valuable
Player: Cam MacPherson; Most
Dedicated: Every team member.

Referees of the Year

Junior Referee of the Year:

Ralph Dachwitz won the Coach of the Year award. He coached the Bantam Rep
team this year. The team placed third at the provincial tier 4 championships.

Personal Classified Ads
start at $8.00
Call 358-7218 for details

Business Classified Ads
start at $10.00
Call 358-7218 for details
This space could be yours for
$10.00 + GST per issue.
Call 358-7218 or email:
valleyvoice@netidea.com
for details

The PeeWees brought home the banner from the Kootenay championships this year.

BUSINESS DIRECTORY

AUTOMOTIVE • SMALL MOTORS • MACHINE SHOP
WEST KOOTENAY
MACHINE SHOP
SALES & SERVICE
98 - 1st Street, Nakusp • 265-4911
OPEN 6 DAYS A WEEK
CHAINSAWS
TRIMMERS
• Stihl
• Homelite
• Husqvarna
• Stihl • Toro
MOWERS
• Husqvarna
• Snapper
SMALL ENGINES
• Toro
• Tecumseh
• Lawnboy
• Briggs & Stratton

915 Front Street
Nelson, BC V1L 4C1
(Railway Side Access)

General Machining
Parts Repaired or
Remanufactured

• welding repairs • full service
& repair • licenced technician •
radiator repairs & service • mobile
service available • fast, friendly

The clear choice for
all your glass needs!

Nakusp 265-4406

FLORIST

Fern’s

Now delivering to New Denver
& Silverton on Saturdays!
Call me and we can arrange anything!
KASLO: Phone/Fax: 1-250-353-7474

JEWELRY
Jo’s Jewelry

Custom Work and Repair in
Silver and Gold, by Appointment

358-2134

New Denver, Goldsmith Jo-Anne Barclay

5549 Frontage Road
Burton, BC

and

250-352-2123

Dave Smith

201 Broadway
265-3252

111 Mcdonald Drive, Nelson, BC
ph 250-352-3191
sales@mainjet.ca • www.mainjet.ca

24 Hr Towing and Recovery
Auto Repairs & Tires
Auto Parts

Shop Phone/Fax

24 hour towing
1007 hwy 23, nakusp
ph: 265-4577

NAKUSP GLASS

BCAA Towing

Caribou Service
(250) 265-3191

Slocan Auto &
Truck Repairs

Owner/Machinist

INDUSTRIES
Your Friendly neighbourhood Mechanic

•Automotive Electrical Specialist •BC Certified Mechanic
• Certified Vehicle Inspector •Small Engine Certified

(250) 353-2800 • 8845 Hwy 31 • Kaslo

CLEANING

24 hour towing
BCAA, Slocan, BC
355-2632

RECYCLING
MOUNTAIN VALLEY STATION
BOTTLE DEPOT
Slocan City • 355-2245
Open MON - SAT 9-5
Your “Bottle Drive” Specialists

COMPUTER

- Repairs
Palmer
- Upgrades
Computer - Consulting
Microsoft Certified
Services
Systems Engineer
Phone: 355-2235
ken@palmercomputerservices.com

ACCOUNTANT
Mark Adams

Beside Slocan Park Service
2976 Highway 6, Slocan Park

Certified General Accountant

This space could be yours for
$10.00 + GST per issue.
Call 358-7218 or email:
valleyvoice@netidea.com
for details

Advertise in the Valley Voice

P.O. Box 279
New Denver, BC
V0G 1S0

BUS. 250-358-2411

Your locally owned, independent
community newspaper
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from all of us at...

MOUNTAIN
VALLEY
STATION
in Slocan City

Volunteers came out to clean up Kohan Garden on Earth Day. Kay Takahara
does the honours of the first shovelful of dirt in the tree planting ceremony.
New cocktail dresses are
in! Tuxedo Rentals also
available.

Gas/Auto Propane/Diesel/Store/Video Rentals
Sears/Ace/Purolator/Bottle Depot/ATM

NOW OPEN:
8-8 DAILY
Treat Mom to the
Biggest and Best Ice Cream
Cone in the Valley!
Bottle Depot Hours: Mon - Sat 9-5

Come on in and browse!

Wedding Dresses & Prom Dresses, Mother of the Bride & Bridesmaid
Dresses, Cocktail Dresses, Custom Design & Accessories
1B-1801 Columbia Ave (above CIBC),
Castlegar 250-304-1901,
info@kissthekootenaybride.ca
www.kissthekootenaybride.ca

Closed Sundays & Holidays

New Denver’s original
bike shop
Opening for the bicycle season
Noon to 6:00 pm
Wednesday - Saturday
Bike Rentals • Parts • Sales • Service
Shuttle available on request

250-358-7941

email: wildsofcanada@yahoo.ca
On the corner of Hwy 6 & 7th Ave

