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by Katrine Campbell
The election’s over and the 

Liberals are back in power in 
Victoria. But true to form, local 
electoral districts are sending NDP 
MLAs to represent us.

In Kootenay West, which 
includes the Arrow Lakes and 
Slocan Valleys, incumbent Katrine 
Conroy swept back in with 11,632 
votes to Liberal Brenda Binnie’s 
3,881. The Green’s Andy Morel got 
1,692 votes, and Zachary Crispin 
of the Communist Party trailed the 
pack at 195.

Over in Nelson-Creston, now 
covering just the Kootenay Lake 
Valley, Michelle Mungall succeeds 
Corky Evans. She took 8,517 
votes, while Liberal Josh Smienk 
trailed with 4,979. Sean Kubara 
won 1,106 for the Greens, while 
the Conservative candidate, Dave 
Duncan, took 1,044 votes – despite 
the fact that both candidates decided 
not to campaign.

The referendum on how we 
vote, pitting the existing first-
past-the-post system against the 
proposed single transferable vote, 
or STV, maintained the status quo. 

Province stays Liberal, West Kootenay stays with the NDP 
In Nelson-Creston, it was 48.77 per 
cent to change, 51.23 to stay as is. 
In Kootenay West, 44.04 per cent 
wanted change, 55.96 voted for the 
status quo.

Conroy and Mungall will likely 
head to Victoria for the second week 
of June. The exact day the legislature 
will reconvene has not yet been set; 
the government will decide after 
the writs have returned, which will 
be May 25.

Asked what she saw as her 
biggest challenge, first-time MLA 
Mungall said it was being in 
opposition.

“There were a lot of things we 
wanted to accomplish if we were in 
government, things to benefit our 
communities. Being in opposition 
hinders our ability to do that.”

Conroy was asked to name one 
thing she would like to accomplish 
during her term. She said it was hard 
to pick just one, but noted health 
care had been mentioned during 
the campaign as a critical issue for 
people in the region.

“I think we have to work together 
as a region to improve health care, 
for seniors, for everyone.” 

by Jan McMurray
Nakusp is BC’s first Fair Trade 

Town, thanks to Nakusp Secondary 
student, Alysia Gustafson.

It started out with Alysia trying to 
get fair trade coffee and tea into the 
school staff room. A member of the 
Sustainability and Social Justice Club 
at the school, Alysia was encouraged 
by the club’s teacher sponsor, Dr. 
Liza Ireland, to go bigger with the 
fair trade idea.

“It started small, but it got big 
really fast. In six months, we were a 
Fair Trade Town!” commented Alysia.

She says she feels it happened 
so fast because she had the support 
of council right away, and because 
Nakusp is a small town. “Word spread 
quickly – it was easy to let people 
know it was happening,” said Alysia. 
She says she did four presentations 
that she had to arrange, and then 
people were calling her to ask her to 
come make the presentation to them.

Nakusp named BC’s first Fair Trade Town
Alysia says she received a very 

positive response every time she 
did a presentation, with most groups 
agreeing right away to use fair trade 
coffee and tea at their meetings.

Six goals had to be accomplished 
in order to be declared a Fair Trade 
Town. Alysia says all but one of 
them – setting up a steering committee 

– were completed by the end of 
February. “The steering committee 
was the hardest one, but Dr. Ireland 
took care of this,” she said.

The six goals are: council support; 
fair trade products available in shops; 
fair trade products used in schools, 
churches and other institutions; local 
media coverage; fair trade steering 

committee; promotion of other ethical 
and sustainable initiatives within the 
community.

Nakusp is Canada’s third Fair 
Trade Town. Wolfville, Nova Scotia 
and La Peche, Quebec are the other 
two. There are 13 Canadian towns 
in the process, including Cranbrook, 
Creston, Golden and Kimberley.

by Jan McMurray
Two of the three trailers parked 

on mining claims on prime beaches 
at the north end of Slocan Lake 
have been removed. The two trailers 
parked at Shannon Creek are gone, 
while the one just south of Wragge 
Beach remains.

The three trailers have been 
sitting on mineral tenures, but appear 
to be there for recreation purposes, 
not for mining. The trailer camps 
have been set up with barbecues, lawn 
chairs, picnic tables, an outhouse 
and a dock, and local people have 
witnessed boating, swimming and 
picnicking happening at the sites.

Last spring, an official letter of 
complaint about the three trailers was 
filed with the Gold Commissioner of 
the Ministry of Energy, Mines and 
Petroleum Resources.

The ministry conducted a site 
inspection of the trailer camps in 
July last year, and sent letters to the 
mineral tenure holders in September. 
The letters noted that there was a lot 
of evidence of recreational activity 
at the camps, but no evidence of 
mining activity. Tenure holders were 
asked to respond to the letters in 30 
days, and include a proposed mineral 
exploration program. The ministry 
letters also stated that the trailers and 
other equipment should be removed 
and the sites returned to their natural 

Two trailers on Slocan Lake mining claims removed by owners
state.

Although the tenure holders 
responded within 30 days, they did 
not provide the required information. 
The ministry sent them another letter 
in February, again giving them 30 
days to write back with details about 
their use of the mineral title and 

a proposed exploration plan. The 
February letters also reiterated that 
the trailers and other equipment must 
be removed and the sites cleaned up.

The two tenure holders at 
Shannon Creek responded, stating 
their intention to complete an 
exploration plan this spring. The 

ministry wrote back on March 31 
to say they were looking forward to 
receiving the plan, but that the trailers 
had to be removed. The ministry 
letter acknowledges that trailers are 
permitted for a short time on sites 
where there is an involved exploration 
program, but that in this case, they are 

not warranted. “Failure to remove the 
two trailers and damaged barge this 
spring will result in the cancellation 
of your mineral tenure and follow-up 
action to bring the subject site into 
compliance.”

The two trailers were removed 
in early May.

Members of the Nakusp Senior Secondary School Sustainability and Social Justice Club were honoured at a recent 
assembly for their work in making Nakusp a Fair Trade Town.

Our new MLA, Katrine Conroy, rode in the New Denver May Days parade with her husband, Ed and their 
granddaughter, Daira.
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by Jan McMurray
Purcell Green Power has 

re-submitted its application 
t o  t h e  E n v i r o n m e n t a l 
Assessment Office for the 
controversial Glacier/Howser 
independent power project 
(IPP). If the application is 
accepted, public meetings will 
be held in about a month’s 
time.

The application was 
originally submitted in May 
of last year, but was returned 
to the project proponent in 
June because there was some 
missing hydrological data, as 
well as some missing fisheries 
data.

Project proponent Simon 
Gourdeau reported that the re-
submitted application includes 
a completely new hydrology 
report, and that additional field 
work had been done to fill in 
the blanks on the fisheries data. 

The EAO has 30 days to 
screen the new application. 
“We should have a reply by 
late May, early June,” said 
Gourdeau. “If it’s positive, 
we’ll begin public consultation 
right away, in mid to late 
June.”

Public meetings will be 
held in Kaslo, Meadow Creek 
and Invermere. Environmental 
groups have asked for public 

Glacier/Howser IPP application re-submitted to Environmental Assessment Office
meetings in Nelson as well, 
because of its central location, 
but this request has been 
denied. Lee-Ann Unger of 
the West Kootenay EcoSociety 
says this makes it look like 
they are trying to avoid public 
input. 

“The proponent  and 
EAO’s lack of willingness to 
host a public meeting in the 
most central community in the 
West Kootenay is outrageous,” 
says Unger. “If this is to be a 
democratic process, a public 
meeting must be held in an 
area that is central to the vast 
majority of the people living 
in the region.”

Unger points out that the 
area in and around Glacier and 
Howser Creeks is significant 
to many people of the region, 
and encourages people to 
contact the project proponent 
(axor@axor.com) and the 
EAO (Garry.Alexander@
gov.bc.ca) to ask them for a 
meeting in Nelson.

Consultation with the 
Sinixt Nation also falls short 
of some people’s expectations. 
“They aren’t on the list, but 
that doesn’t mean they are not 
stakeholders,” said Gourdeau. 
“The duty to consult rests with 
the crown – our guidelines 
come from the government 

– but that doesn’t forego 
discussions with the Sinixt. 
Anyone can be considered 
a stakeholder during the 
consultation process.”

The Glacier /Howser 
project is the largest run-of-
river IPP proposed for the 
area so far, at a capacity of 
about 100 MW. The project 

involves diversion weirs on 
Glacier and Howser Creeks, 
secondary intakes on Birnam 
and Suck Creeks, and large 
underground tunnels to convey 
the water from these creeks 
to two power stations on 
the shores of the Duncan 
Reservoir. The transmission 
line would travel about 92 

km through the wilderness to 
Invermere.

“Unl ike  mos t  o ther 
projects, the water diverted 
would never return to the 
original creeks, leaving up 
to 12 km of stream with 
dramatically reduced water 
flow,” says Unger. “There are 
concerns about the negative 

impact this would have on 
important aquatic habitat, 
including spawning ground 
for blue-listed bull trout. The 
power lines would cut through 
areas of old-growth forest, 
old-growth management 
areas off limits to logging 
companies and critical grizzly 
bear habitat.”

submitted
The home-town event 

of a cross-Canada book tour 
to launch Herb Hammond’s 
latest book, Maintaining 
Whole Systems on Earth’s 
Crown: Ecosystem-based 
Conservation Planning In 
the Boreal Forest, will be 
held May 26, 7:30 p.m. at the 
United Church in Nelson. 

Hammond is a Slocan 
Valley based forest ecologist, 
the pioneer of ecosystem-
based conservation planning 
and author of the award 
winning book, Seeing the 
Forest Among the Trees. 
In his thought-provoking 
and inspiring presentation, 
Hammond will introduce 
the philosophy, principles 
and practice of ecosystem-
based conservation planning 
as both a means to achieving 
ecologically responsible land 

Local award-winning author and conservationist to speak in Nelson
management and as a broader 
approach to tackling the many 
environmental challenges 
facing us today. 

Dr. Duncan Grady will 
also be at the event and will 
speak about the importance of 
maintaining intact ecosystems 

from an environmental and 
cultural perspective. Grady 
was raised in the Siksika/
Sauk Blackfoot tradition and 
has a doctorate degree in 
divinity specific to Creation 
Spirituality. 

Audience members will 

be treated to an informative 
and a visually beautiful 
slideshow of boreal forest, one 
of the most important forest 
ecosystems on the planet, and 
hear from two insightful and 
inspiring speakers. 

Admission is free. 

by Jim Yount
Preliminary plans have 

been unveiled for the creation 
of a major marina in Kaslo 
Bay.

Kaslo Bay Developments 
is in the process of applying 
to the provincial government’s 
Integrated Land Management 
Bureau (ILMB) for a 63-berth 
marina. It would be located 
directly in front of the property 
overlooking the bay, which 
is now being developed as 
triplex condominiums.

Company spokesman and 
principal Bernie Penner says 
the project could be worth as 
much as $400,000 but costs 
haven’t been finalized yet, 
as plans are in preliminary 
stages. The ILMB has told 
the company it must contact 
the Village of Kaslo, as the 
Village is looking at the bay 
in the context of its official 
community planning. Penner, 
in a recent communication to 
Village council, said he wants 
to make sure his development 
is consistent with council’s 
plans, and requested a letter 
from the Village stating there 
are no concerns with the 
marina proposal.

Ultimately and if it were 
fully built out in concert 
wi th  the  condominium 
development, Penner said 
there would be three covered 
boathouse structures, all 

Major marina proposed for Kaslo Bay
without pilings. Instead, as 
is the case at the Balfour 
and Kootenay Bay ferry 
landings, the structures would 
be secured with a series of 
underwater counterweights, 
but “more advanced ones than 
those at the ferry landings,” he 
said. “We need to ensure they 
[the structures and berths] are 
fairly flexible because of the 
wave action in the bay.”

Penner emphasized that 
the development and growth of 
the marina is “completely tied 
to the sales of condominiums, 
and the ultimate plan is one 
berth for each condominium,” 
all of which would be covered 
for year-round use. At the 
most recent meeting of 
Village council, CAO Rae 
Sawyer noted that the area in 
question is zoned ‘waterfront 
commercial’ and that the 
marina proposal would be a 
totally new operation. 

Meanwhile, Penner has 
put forward another proposal 
for council’s consideration. 
In exchange for the creation 
of a legal road right of way 
for Rainbow Drive, Penner 
proposes to install a water 
main over and above what 
is required for the condo 
development along Rainbow 
Drive, and to construct and 
design a 40,000-gallon 
sewage balancing tank near 
the Village sewage treatment 

plant. Penner said a tank of 
that size is about double the 
capacity required for the Kaslo 
Bay Estates development, at 
full build out. Also, he told 
council with additional grants 
available from other levels of 
government, his company’s 
contribution could grow by 
a factor of three, resulting 
in benefits such as sewage 
treatment plant upgrades, over 
and above the 40,000-gallon 
balancing tank. 

T h e  d e v e l o p m e n t 
company has been asked 
for further details, including 
public access to the lake. 
Council’s Development 
Services Committee will 
now take up the development 
proposal.

Wi t h  s u m m e r  f a s t 
approaching, Penner also 
noted his company has 
received its official Notice 
of Disclosure, meaning the 
marketing of the triplexes 
can proceed at full speed. 
He expressed surprise at the 
early interest coming from 
local residents, as well as out 
of province potential buyers. 
Penner has been marketing 
the development at a series of 
trade shows through the last 
number of months, five of 
them in Edmonton and two 
others in Calgary, and “I’m 
amazed at the people out there 
who know Kaslo,” he said. 

Jimmy Bowskill rocked the Silverton Memorial Hall on Friday, May 15.
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by Jan McMurray
Current logging practices are 

“shocking,” even after 30 years of 
protests and a high level of public 
interest in logging in the Slocan 
Valley.

Valhalla Wilderness Society 
representatives Wayne McCrory and 
Craig Pettitt delivered this message 
at a public meeting on May 9 at 
Bosun Hall in New Denver. Marilyn 
Burgoon from the Perry Ridge Water 
Users Association and David Aaron, 
legal counsel for the Sinixt Nation, 
were also speakers at the event.

“We’ve been trying to get a 
new model for logging and we’ve 
been defeated on all fronts,” said 
McCrory. “We feel our elected 
officials have let us down for 30 
years and have turned our forests 
over to the logging companies.”

McCrory and Pettitt showed 
slides that graphically illustrated 
their points. They said they’ve seen 
logging practices get much worse 
since the BC Liberals brought in the 
Forests and Range Practices Act to 
replace the Forest Practices Code. 

“With BC Timber Sales, there 
is never partial or selective cutting 
– only clearcuts with reserves,” 
said Pettitt. The cutblocks are much 
bigger, and half of the trees left in 
the reserves are blown over because 
“we’re taking too much and not 
leaving enough.” 

Visual quality objectives have 
been changed from high to moderate, 
and there is little or no protection for 
water or wildlife. Public consultation 
is not meaningful. Road building 
regulations have been relaxed. 

Public meeting highlights poor logging practices in the valley
The new ‘take or pay’ stumpage 

system makes it cheaper for 
companies to leave wood behind. 
“Then they come along and slash 
burn it all – you’d think they’d 
never heard of global warming,” said 
Pettitt. “We need to do better than 
this and we have the intelligence to 
do better than this. Instead, they get 
the regulations out of the way so that 
businesses can make money.”

Scientists that McCrory has 
worked with maintain that 50% of 
an ecosystem must be protected. The 
Slocan Valley is 26% protected, “so 
we’re way behind.” McCrory said 
there should be no more logging 
of old-growth forests, no logging 
in domestic watersheds, full public 
consultation, and the protection of 
hemlock forests to ensure a pine 
mushroom harvest. He also pointed 
out that the more an ecosystem is 
intact, the better protection there is 
against climate change.

Although the forest industry is all 
but shut down due to extremely poor 
market conditions, several cutblocks 
in the valley have been planned 
and are ready to go as soon as the 
markets turn around. Pettitt said 
there were six blocks on the books 
for the Hills area that were planned 
under the Forest Practices Code, so 
they are small by today’s standards, 
in the 8-15-ha range. BCTS has two 
large blocks planned along Shannon 
Creek Road (one 40-ha block and 
one 20-ha block). Springer Creek 
has six to eight blocks designed 
for the northwest side of the lake. 
At Slocan Park, four blocks on 
Radcliffe Ridge have been sold, and 

the owner has two years to log them. 
On Perry Ridge, BCTS has four large 
cutblocks laid out. The Slocan Valley 
Community Forest has a block 
planned at Pedro Creek, and BCTS 
has logging planned for Mt. Sentinel.

Marilyn Burgoon from the Perry 
Ridge Water Users Association 
spoke about the association’s long-
standing efforts to protect Perry 
Ridge. She said they were hoping 
for an amended Land Use Plan, and 
were proposing an ecological reserve 
for the area.

David Aaron, legal counsel for 
the Sinixt Nation, offered some 
hope through the Sinixt Nation 
Society’s legal claim to aboriginal 
title to the land from the peak of 
the Monashees in the west, to the 
Selkirks in the east, to Revelstoke 
in the north, and to the US border in 
the south. Since they filed the claim 
on July 28, 2008, the Sinixt have a 

right to be consulted about any use 
of crown land in the claim area, be it 
forestry, mining, independent power 
projects, etc. Aaron said that during 
the consultation process, the Sinixt 
would want to draw on the scientific 
knowledge of VWS and PRWUA, 
and that the views of the broader 
community could likely be funnelled 
through the Sinixt. 

“Here finally is an opportunity 
to have rights, but it will take a 
collaborative and creative effort.” 
He said the Sinixt could not do it 
without broad community support, 
and encouraged people to join the 
Sinixt Nation Society as associate 
members.

During open mic t ime, a 
suggestion was made to take this 
presentation to buyers of logs and 
lumber in the US. One person said 
she had received a lot of help from 
PRWUA and reminded people to join 

these community groups. Another 
said that the Sunshine Coast Regional 
District had brought an injunction 
against a forestry company and 
had some success. Area H Director 
Walter Popoff was in attendance 
and relayed his story about working 
with Slocan Park residents opposed 
to logging plans for Radcliffe Ridge. 
They asked the RDCK board to send 
a letter to the Premier and Minister of 
Forests outlining their concerns, but 
the board voted against this. “You 
don’t have the support of the board, 
but you have support from your 
representative,” said Popoff. “They 
are raping our forests and wrecking 
our watersheds. You have my 100% 
support.”

Anne Sherrod of VWS wrapped 
up the meeting, asking everyone to 
consider the information presented 
when voting in the May 12 provincial 
election.

submitted
Columbia Basin Trust (CBT) is 

doubling its support for Columbia 
Basin Alliance for Literacy (CBAL) 
programming to $1.2 million over 
the next three years.

The extra support will provide 
certainty and stability to CBAL, 
allowing it to build effective and 
quality programs and networks, said 
Neil Muth, CBT President and CEO. 

“Literacy skills are vital to 
the health and well-being of our 
communities and CBAL creates a 
range of opportunities for residents 
to embrace language and learning 
through literature, socialization and 
education.” 

CBT has been partnering with 
CBAL since its inception in 2000. 
Starting with five literacy programs, 

CBT doubles commitment to literacy 
CBAL now operates 115 successful 
literacy programs in 16 Basin 
communities, providing residents 
with access to programs in reading, 
writing, early language learning, 
English as a second language support 
and computer literacy. Through 
partnerships and collaboration 
with community groups, including 
schools, colleges, and libraries, 
CBAL offers programs designed 
to best meet the specific needs of 
individual communities.

To learn more about CBAL and 
their programs, visit www.cbal.org.

CBT delivers economic, social, 
and environmental benefits to the 
residents of the Columbia Basin. To 
learn more about CBT programs and 
initiatives, visit www.cbt.org or call 
1-800-505-8998.

CBT President and CEO Neil Muth visited an ESL family program in Trail on April 17 to present a 
cheque for $1.2 million toward CBAL programs over the next three years. Pictured are program 
participants as well as program facilitator Jamie Santano, CBAL community literacy co-ordinator 
Desneiges Profili, executive director Ali Wassing, Neil Muth and ESL facilitator Karen Siemens. 
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BC Assessment 
Authority

For the past three years property 
prices of all kinds in BC have 
been in decline. Two years ago it 
became apparent that a world wide 
depression was in effect. In the last 
two years we have witnessed global 
panic by all governments throwing 
taxpayer dollars at problems created 
by greed.

Over the years we have all 
heard this bit of BC Assessment 
propaganda: “If prices go down 
assessments will go down.” 

Two years ago, in the face of all 
logic, assessments were flat or still 
going up (40 percent in some cases). 
Last year for the most part they were 
flat. But assessments didn’t go down.

W h e n  I  e n q u i r e d  w h y 
assessments had not gone down, the 
reply was: “If assessments go down 
then mill rates will go up.”

Two points. Mill rates are not 
part of BC Assessment’s mandate. 
The government does not want fair 
property assessments, as this would 
be a huge reduction in taxes collected 
every time property ownership is 
transferred due to inheritance, or 
when part ownership of a property 
is transferred to a family member.

Perhaps something to be raised 
with the next government?

Lee Helle
Fauquier

Licence plate 
numbers 
recorded at 
transfer station

Recently I discovered that the 
attendant at the Rosebery transfer 
station is writing down all the license 
plate numbers from people that use 
this transfer station. I asked why they 
did this they said they did not know, 
but did it on orders from the office 
in Nelson. I phoned the office and a 
lady told me this was done to identify 
people that had an account with the 
RDCK so they could be billed. 

I think this is very strange, 
because by just looking at the license 
plate number you do not know who 
it belongs to. Only ICBC could tell 
you who the license plate number 
belongs to. Also when I go to the 
transfer station I have my money 
ready to pay for the amount of bins I 
have, so there is no need to write my 
license plate number down. 

If ICBC gives out personal 
information without my consent to 
the RDCK, I am completely against 
this practice. This would be invasion 

Voter apathy 
should be 
penalized

One of every two people you 
meet didn’t vote!

Here’s an idea. Let’s send the 
folks who didn’t bother to vote off 
to some country where voting isn’t 
allowed!

This will do two things. One, 
it will make those non-voters think 
about the ramifications of their 
apathy, and two, it will free up some 
space in the job market for those who 
are being left out of the work force, 
but still take the time to participate 
in the sorry excuse for a democracy 
we have.

It would also likely free up some 
houses for our homeless to live in.

People who don’t vote, or don’t 
bother to educate themselves about 

their choices, should be severely 
penalized. Their GST cheques should 
be withheld, and/or, they should be 
given a substantial fine, say $1,000 
for every election they miss.

In my opinion, voting isn’t a 
right, it’s an obligation. To not vote 
is to dishonour the generations of 
men and women who fought and 
died for the right.

So many people claim to support 
our troops, but are too lazy to support 
our troops by actively engaging in 
our democracy.

Then there are those who 
complain about everything, and how 
bad things are, but find excuses for 
not exercising the one clear action 
that provides them with a say in how 
we are governed.

It’s time we brought in a law – 
one that many other countries have 
already brought in with some success 
(Australia for example) – where 
failure to participate in an election 
results in financial penalty.

I recommend we all write our 
MPs and MLAs and demand a law 
that makes the failure to vote a crime. 
It is a crime, after all, that we are so 
ready to reap the rewards of living 
in a democracy, but unwilling to 
do the leg work to keep democracy 
flourishing.

Will Webster
Kaslo

In support of 
STV

Back in the 1940s in BC the CCF 
was gradually gaining power over 
the Liberals and Conservatives. In 
the election at that time the CCF won 
the most seats of the three parties, 
so the Liberals and Conservatives 
formed a coalition. When the next 
election came along in 1952 it was 
looking better and better for the CCF. 
But a new party started up called the 
Social Credit.  

The two parties in power, the 
Liberals and Conservatives, brought 
in STV for this election. So when 
the public placed their vote it was a 
1 for their first preference and 2 for 
the next and so on.

The result of this election was 
that the Socreds got the most seats 
with the CCF coming up second.

I was only 12 at the time. My 
father was a CCFer and told me the 
Socreds got in on the number 2s. 
He felt the election was stolen from 
the CCF.

But was it really? Could it be 
that this was how STV was working 
for the public? The public was really 
fed up with the Tweedledee and 
Tweedledum parties and they were 
looking for a change. When the 
new party came on the scene it gave 
them new choices. I submit that the 
results proportionally represented the 
people’s choice.

After the election the Social 
Credit started building much-needed 
highways throughout the province. 
That made them very popular at that 
time. But they got rid of the STV. 
Would that be because they did not 
want any proportional voting? 

Today the public keeps putting 
in the same old parties (history 
repeating itself) and seems to be 
unable to vote for any change. The 
Province runs like a city-state where 
the hinterlands are sucked dry of 
their resources for the benefit of the 
population centre. The centre builds 
ivory towers and Olympic games 
etc. while the environment elsewhere 
suffers.

When did we ever have a premier 
who came from the interior? 

Frank Nixon
Winlaw

of privacy. If there are people with 
an account why not give them some 
kind of ID card with the information 
on it and bill them accordingly. 
Then you do not have to write down 
anything.

Albert Boers
Hills

it conscientiously.
Think about it and act responsibly! 

You know who you are. Thank you!
Julie Betschen

New Denver

Improper 
Recycling costs 
us big time

I wanted to write this letter 
some time ago. Then, yesterday 
I talked to the guy who picks up 
the recycling bins in New Denver. 
He was flattening cartons, some 
containing styrofoam packaging 
which can’t be recycled. He told me 
he is paid $150 per hour regardless, 
whether he is driving or flattening 
cartons.

I have often been upset to see 
improper items in the recycling 
bins, including tins with  labels on 
(a no-no), plastic items like bags or 
containers that can’t be recycled, 
as well as outright garbage. Do 
you realize that every bin thus 
contaminated goes directly to the 
dump and everyone here pays the 
cost??

If you don’t want to recycle then 
don’t! But don’t spoil it for all the 
other people (the majority) who do 

Move over 
Sandon...
Nakusp is 
coming!

The long awaited and anticipated 
2010 Olympics will soon be here. 
Communities all across the province 
are excited about the possible 
exposure their town might receive 
from foreign visitors exploring the 
province after the games are over. 
Here in Nakusp what are we doing 
this Olympic year?...Closing our Hot 
Springs for four months, possibly 
longer. Unbelievable. 

With the unfortunate recent 
decline in the local forest industry 
you would think that tourism 
would be an important factor in the 
survival of our community. The local 
Chamber of Commerce is working 
hard on new signage to encourage 
tourism. I don’t think the sign ‘Hot 
Springs Closed’ was what they had 
in mind!

Over the last few years the days 
and hours of operation at the hot 
springs has been as inconsistent as 
the water level in the Arrow Lakes. 
One way to sink a business is to 
be unreliable with your hours of 
operation and quality of service. 
One way to kill tourism in Nakusp 
is to continue to mismanage the hot 
springs and to actually close them for 
4 - 6 months! 

Council, please reconsider your 

decision and find the needed dollars 
to keep the hot springs open year 
round. Closing the hot springs and 
discouraging tourism will have 
horrendous effect on local businesses 
that will take years to repair.

Please Reassess, Rebound 
and Reclaim before we have to 
Remortgage, Re-elect or Relocate.

Martin Gibbons
Nakusp

Sifting through the ashes of the election
May 12 was not a good day for democracy in British Columbia. Less than 

half of us that were eligible even bothered to show up at the polls. Some will say 
that with the right to vote, also comes the right to not vote.

I fundamentally disagree. Voting is a responsibility for all citizens in a 
democracy. It’s wrong that less than half of us are making the decisions about 
who will run the province for the next four years.

I was also disappointed that we rejected BC-STV in the referendum. I don’t 
know anyone who’s satisfied with First Past The Post. The Single Transferable 
Vote would have moved us towards proportionality, which I regard as a good thing. 
I’d like to see more voices in the legislature, more points of view.

I like the idea of being able to vote for a candidate, rather than a party, which 
is preserved under BC-STV. I also really liked the idea that, of the 160 British 
Columbians that came up with the plan, none were politicians.

Dan Nicholson, publisher
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Street racing in 
New Denver

Once again, it seems come spring 
time, New Denver at night turns into 
a street racing mecca. Usually three 
or four youths are involved. It irks 
me that nobody does anything to put 
an end to this street racing.

The RCMP either turn a blind 
eye to it or just don’t care if these 
kids self-destruct. 

The noise of unbaffled mufflers, 
red-lined engines, not to mention 
the smell of burning tires, is highly 
disruptive and toxic to our health and 
that of the environment.

This behaviour casts and darkens 
the luster over what I once considered 
New Denver to be, ‘the pearl of the 
Kootenays.’

Marshall Haley
New Denver

Are we 
slowly losing 
everything?

I have lived here all my life 
and have seen the ups and downs 
of almost everything that makes 
a small town struggle and fight to 
survive. We once had many mines 
working and employing lots of 
people – same with logging and the 
many businesses that once existed. 
Slowly we have lost most of this. It 
has saddened most of us, but some 
people seem to like it this way. 

We have limited facilities and 
seem to want tourism but have 
very little to offer them other than 
the beauty of the place. As for the 
locals, we lost a lot. Gone is the 
old arena. No more do we see little 
league baseball, or senior baseball 
that everyone enjoyed so much. 
Certain lifestyles want to see the 
end of motor boats on the lake.

Now we have a person fighting 
very hard to try to close down the 
golf course.

Yes! The golf course.
This person’s claim of golfers 

going on her property to retrieve 
stray golf balls is a pathetic excuse 
to put a lot of weight and worry on 
a bunch of hard-working directors, 
people who work hard all year 
long to keep one thing going for 
the community and draw in a little 
tourist money, just so the course 
can survive. Most in the community 
don’t even know that this has been 
going on for a few years. 

We have  advised  a l l  o f 
our members to obey the ‘no 
trespassing’ signs and we tell any 
and all non-members the same, but 
[for us] to police this is impossible. 
We, as a club, can tell golfers this 
but we cannot stop them. The golf 
course should not be charged. The 
trespassers should be. This person 
claims that the golfers are wrecking 
her property. I do not believe this 
at all. No one has any reason to 
hurt anything on this person’s land. 
All they want is to retrieve their 
expensive little golf ball and keep 
on playing their game.

I just feel that the workers 
and volunteers (which are few) 
feel frustrated and on the verge 
of quitting. They don’t need the 
aggravation. And I don’t blame 
them. Over the last few years we 
have had to defend ourselves by 
hiring a lawyer, which of course 
has cost a lot of money, and we are 
no farther ahead to this day.

The golf club spends every 
penny it makes just to survive, what 
with keeping up the equipment and 
keeping the course in good shape, 
and the upkeep on the clubhouse is 
tremendous. I have been a director 
for several years and am very sad 
that the club has to put up with this 
added unnecessary worry. I have 
resigned my position but continue 
to do as much volunteer work as I 
can and will do so as long as I can.

I only write this letter to satisfy 
myself and to let people know that 
the golf club is not some big mean 

corporation picking on some poor 
neighbour. It is just the opposite.

Nels Lindstein
New Denver

Hot springs 
mismanagement 
must stop

I’ve had it. I am appalled by the 
continuing disregard for wisdom 
and common sense in regards to the 
Nakusp Hot Springs. Why does the 
Village leadership continue to act to 
destroy and run this Village asset 
into the ground? 

Wha t  began  wi th  bas i c 
mismanagement  i s sues  has 
ballooned into now closing the 
facility during winter months! What 
idiocy! I don’t say these words 
lightly, as I personally know many of 
the leadership members, whom are 
obviously intelligent and capable 
people; however, I feel that their 
collective decisions are incredibly 
misguided and destructive – YES, 
DESTRUCTIVE – towards the 
future of this village. Didn’t they 
learn anything from the 2005/06 
renovation closure that lasted 
eight months? The closure had a 
devastating economic impact on 
all the businesses in our village. 
People are still unsure of the 
hours and if the hot springs is 
even open. We were just asked 
this question last week while in 
Vancouver! Word of mouth is a very 
powerful advertisement; in this case 
it is becoming overwhelmingly 
negative. In these dire economic 
times, we cannot afford to continue 
to mismanage one of the best assets 
and tourist generating revenue 
makers for our village.

So, what should be considered? 
Especially if the primary reason for 
all these poor decisions (including 
removing staff who desire the 
prospering of the business), is 
preventing further loss of funds? 
Simple. Restructure. How many 
frontline staff need to be gone 
through before a common sense 
realization takes hold that maybe 
the dilemma isn’t the facility 
or the frontline staff? Want to 
save money? Why not create a 
flexible, skilled labour pool by 
amalgamating the hot springs with 
Arena / Parks, thereby actually 
utilizing the qualifications, skills 
and strengths of current staff. Little 
cost to the Village, yet a savings 
of perhaps the magical $60,000 
by having one less management 
position?

Perhaps the change needs to go 
right to the top? What is the track 
record of the unelected Village 
leadership in overseeing this facility 
in both human resources and fiscal 
matters over the past four years? Is 
it not an unelected Village leader’s 
signature on the contract for repairs 
that ballooned to over two times its 
original estimate, now tied up in 
litigation that is costing the Village 
even more money? Where is the 
accountability to the people of this 
village? 

Maybe it’s time to borrow from 

our neighbours to the south and 
hold elections for ALL our Village 
leaders, not just the council and 
mayor. A great set of people who are 
basically volunteering their time and 
skills to carry forward their mandate 
as democratically elected by the 
people. Don’t you think it’s ironic 
that we hold elections for officials 
who make between $7,000-$12,000 
per year and all hold down work 
outside their council duties, and yet 
we do not hold the same measure of 
accountability over those unelected 
officials who make a considerable 
sum in excess of $130,000 for their 
roles in this debacle?

We are no longer living in a 
disposable society where cash flows 
freely and logging will save the day. 
Where is the vision that unites our 
town? Where is our identity, where 
is our future? Either manage the 
Village properly or get someone in 
who will. 

The Suhrs
Nakusp

NDP is most 
environmentally 
aware party

Somebody please shut me up! 
I hate being the voice of reason!

I read the idiotic criticism of 
the New Democratic Party by the 
supporters of the BC Liberal and 
so-called ‘Greens.’ And I am sorry. 
I cannot keep quiet.

First of all, if you are a BC 
Liberal supporter then you must 
believe that “the resources of the 
empire are endless.” 

They are not!!! They are finite 
and must be managed accordingly.

If you are a so-called ‘Green’ 
supporter then you believe it is 
okay to tax the very people who are 
the greenest people on the planet 
– the poor. 

To criticize the party that 
has shown that it is the most 
environmentally aware party in 
Canada time after time to score 
petty political points will do nothing 
but set us back environmentally.

Is the New Democratic Party 
perfect? No!!! But is the carbon 
tax doing what is was intended 
to? No!!! 

T h e  A g r i c u l t u r a l  L a n d 
Reserve, although not perfect, in 
my view is by far the most far 
reaching, forward looking piece of 
legislation yet proposed in Canada, 
environmentally that is. We won’t 
even talk about the Canada Health 
Act, etc.

The Forest Practices Act, 
dismantled by the BC Liberals, 
sought to reform the logging 
industry without destroying it, 
and move forward toward a more 
sustainable forest industry. The 
‘Greens’ would have us stop most 
logging in the province.

By the way, the Green Party 
did not invent the environmental 
movement. From what I’ve seen 
they are mostly naturalists in the 
guise of environmentalists.

The main problem with this 
province, this country, this world is 

that we are economically dominated 
by capitalism and capitalism is 
killing us all!

At least the New Democratic 
Party understands this fact, unlike 
the Greens, and tries to mitigate 
the impact of capitalism on the 
jurisdictions where they are elected.

Case in point, in the 90s there 
was a lower economic growth rate 
compared to the time of the BC 
Liberals, when we saw smaller 
fluctuations in unemployment 
and bankruptcies than we are 
seeing now. (Yeah, blame it on 
the global economic downturn.) 
When you attempt to have an 
uncontrolled economic growth 
rate, there is more demand for all 
sorts of raw materials and greater 
chance for larger fluctuations in 
the boom and bust cycle. That’s 
why Saskatchewan is weathering 
this economic downturn better than 
any other jurisdiction in Canada. 
(And it’s not because of the newly 
elected Saskatchewan Party.)

Because we in BC in the last 
eight years had higher economic 
growth rates, we are more prone 
to a ‘boom and bust’ scenario. Just 
like Alberta.

You need a plan. A long term 
plan.

The New Democratic Party 
has offered a top down approach 
when it comes to pricing carbon. 
The bigger polluters pay first and 
then the rest of us pay later. Not 
this bottom up approach that the 
BC Liberals and the Greens prefer. 
This approach has done absolutely 
nothing to mitigate the increase 
in carbon emissions. The carbon 
tax would have to be 5-10 times 
greater in order to have any effect. 
In fact, since the price of gasoline 
and other fossil fuels declined, our 
carbon emissions have continued 
to increase unabated.

Personally, I think nature is 
going to have the last hurray when 
it comes to the environment. We 
have waited far too long to do 
anything about our impact to make 
a difference.

The analogy would be a herd of 
animals grazing moves on to new 
pastures after depleting an area or 
dies off.

We humans can no longer do 
that. We are shitting in our living 
rooms and trying to learn to live 
with it. Unfortunately for us, the 
excrement is piling up faster than 
we can deal with it.

David Suzuki once said it best: 
“We are all in a car driving into 
a brick wall at top speed and the 
only thing we care about is who is 
driving and no thought of putting 
on the brakes.”

Leon R Pendleton
Edgewood

Non-renewal 
of a water use 
lease does not 
violate NAFTA 

I’m writing to rebut the critics of 
Independent Power Producers who 
have recently claimed that NAFTA 

will expose our government to 
liability when water use leases 
expire. The decisions of the six 
NAFTA panels on the issue of 
expropriation do not support 
such a contention, and I’d like to 
demonstrate this to your readers.

It is true that government acts 
“tantamount to expropriation” 
could expose our government to 
fines, but the natural termination 
of a lease is almost certainly not 
going to qualify as “expropriation.” 
No NAFTA panel has found 
expropriation to occur after a 
lease has lapsed and was not 
renewed, and it is very doubtful 
that any panel would ever consider 
the expiration of a contract to be 
a “government action.” A water 
use lease is a contract to borrow 
a small percentage of water for 
a definite period of time, so the 
expectation of each party, signed on 
the lease, is for it to terminate at the 
specified date. Any improvements 
to the land – such as a run-of-river 
installation – would normally be 
surrendered to the province. This 
is how commercial leases are 
commonly handled, such as with a 
lease for office space; the tenant has 
no rights to improvements made to 
the building or surrounding land 
unless they negotiated for that 
when they signed the lease.

U n d e r  N A F T A ,  t h e 
unquestionable trend has been 
towards upholding the sovereignty 
of government. The only panel 
that has found for expropriation 
d i d  s o  a f t e r  t h e  M e x i c a n 
government passed a law outlawing 
development on land owned by 
an American company, just days 
after that same company had 
completed a very expensive phase 
of development on the land – in 
reliance on previous governmental 
approval.

No lawyer worth his salt would 
ever argue that the expiration 
of a lease, negotiated between 
sophisticated parties, would leave 
one with expectations of continued 
occupation. That doesn’t make 
sense, and history says that a 
NAFTA panel is likely to agree!

Jimmy Pelk
Port Alberni
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WANTED 
TO BUY: 

CEDAR AND 
PINE POLES
John Shantz

• 250-308-7941 (cell)

Please contact: Gorman 
Brothers Lumber Ltd.

250-547-9296

COMMUNITY

Next Valley Voice 
Deadline:

May 29,
 2009

The Corporation of the 
Village of Slocan

P.O. Box 50, Slocan, BC  V0G 1S0

RFP P 2009-01
JANITORIAL SERVICES – ANNUAL CONTRACT

The Village of Slocan invites proposals for:
Janitorial Services for the Village Office and the 

Slocan Health and Wellness Centre
503 Slocan Street and 706 Harold Street respectively.

The Village of Slocan reserves the right to extend the 
agreement for an additional two (2) years provided the 

agreement is mutually agreeable to both the Village and 
the Contractor.

The Request for Proposal is available on the Village of Slocan 
website, www.slocancity.com and at the Village Office.

A non-mandatory site visit is recommended.
Phone 250-355-2277 to make an appointment for viewing.

Proposals will be accepted no later than:
2:00 pm, Monday, June 15, 2009

Proposals may be faxed, mailed or emailed. Please 
note that the Village will not be held responsible for fax 
transmission problems or other errors that could occur.

To:   Chief Administrative Officer
Village of Slocan

PO Box 50, Slocan, BC  V0G 2C0
Fax No: (250) 355-2666 

Email: info@villageofslocan.ca

by Leah Main
• UBC student Dru Yates, who 

was part of last year’s team of visiting 
agricultural students investigating food 
security issues in the community, has 
returned to work on a self-directed 
research project that will provide further 
information to the Village regarding 
a community food security program. 
She will initially look at the old dump 
site at Denver Siding, evaluating levels 
of contamination and researching soil 
remediation, and will seek community 

New Denver council, May 12: UBC student researches food security in New Denver
input about its suitability for a community 
garden. Her research data will assist the 
Village in making decisions about this. 
The Village is providing $1,000 for 
the initial studies, and Yates will look 
into other avenues for further funding. 
The full research proposal is available 
through the Village office.

• George Harding, representing 
School District #10, presented 
information on the district’s Aboriginal 
Enhancement Agreement, a program 
designed “to improve the knowledge, 
understanding and awareness of 
aboriginal culture throughout the school 
district.” There are 55 self-identified 
aboriginals in SD #10, and the draft 
agreement, developed by a committee of 
interested parents, community members 
and SD staff, will increase aboriginal 
students’ sense of belonging and self-
esteem, and improve educational 
achievement through shared knowledge 
and experiences with all students, as well 
as enhancing all students’ understanding 
and appreciation of aboriginal culture, 
history and spirituality. While it is 
acknowledged that there is no defined 
First Nations band within SD #10 
boundaries, the district falls within 
the traditional territory of the Sinixt 
Nation. The agreement recognizes the 

relationship with the Sinixt, and commits 
to embrace other aboriginal peoples in 
their diverse student population. 

• Councillor Greensword met with 
Mike Rowland of the International Selkirk 
Loop, which is seeking contributions 
from area local governments toward a 
signage program for the Nelson-Kaslo-
Slocan Valley ‘super side trip’ of the 
loop. This request will be forwarded to 
Slocan Valley Economic Development 
Commission.

• A letter was received from Deputy 
Health Minister Gordon Macatee in 
response to the Village’s March 24 letter 
regarding the reduction of emergency 
room hours in New Denver. He stated 
that while “the government is currently 
in a transition period due to the general 
election … [I] will be pleased to take 
your issue forward to the incoming 

government” after the election.
• Council voted to send Confidential 

Secretary Catherine Allaway and any 
interested councillors to the upcoming 
Climate Change 101 workshop. Topics 
to be covered include what climate 
change means for the Kootenays; what 
local governments are and can do in 
response; and carbon neutral operations, 
offsets, and financial implications.

• The policy analyst from the Union 
of BC Municipalities (UBCM) will 
visit New Denver on June 2 to meet 
informally with council and discuss local 
and regional issues, with a focus on how 
UBCM can best serve the community.

• Bylaw No. 634 - Five-Year 
Financial Plan received three readings, 
and was brought to a special meeting 
May 14 for final adoption. Bylaw No. 
635 – Tax Rates was adopted.

• A request for lane access from Lee 
Hammond (6th Ave.) was referred to staff 
for recommendation.

• A letter of support will be provided 
to Slocan Lake Stewardship Society 
to assist them in their applications for 
funding to continue gathering water 
quality and foreshore assessment data 
on Slocan Lake. This data is used by the 
Department of Fisheries and Oceans as 
input for its Sensitive Habitat Inventory 
Mapping program, and by the Ministry 
of Environment.

• A letter of support will be provided 
to the Nakusp Ski Club to assist them in 
their application for BC Gaming funds 
to continue to offer school programs, 
purchase new ski rental equipment for 
the program, and to assist in purchasing 
a reconditioned used groomer for the 
Summit Lake Ski Hill.

Economic 
development in 
the north valley: 
what’s your take?
by Katrine Campbell

The Slocan District Chamber of 
Commerce invites everyone in the 
north valley to a meeting on economic 
development May 25 at the Bosun Hall.

Guest speaker Karen Hamling, 
Nakusp’s mayor, will talk about the 
very successful Nakusp and Area 
Development Board, which has 
members representing every area of the 
community.

All groups, societies and individuals 
who are interested in a prosperous, 
sustainable future for this area are 
welcome to attend and bring their ideas. 
The meeting will start at 7 pm.

by Mayor Gary Wright
At $1,986,807, New Denver’s 

2009 municipal budget is almost a 
million dollars more than its recent 
average, yet residential tax rates will 
fall to $2.12/$1,000 and the local levy 
will remain at $141,721 – exactly the 
same as last year.

On behalf of council, I want to 
thank all the villagers who told us 
during our budget process that they 
were prepared to pay higher taxes 

New Denver Mayor’s report – Big budget; no tax increase
to fund a new high capacity water 
tank, enlarge and renovate the Village 
complex to include geothermal and 
solar heating, invest more in fire 
protection services, build a gazebo in 
Centennial Park (Norbert Duerichen 
and Gerry Wolf), complete renovations 
to the community library (Jeremy 
Down), buy a new lawn tractor, 
fund a Downtown Business Façade 
Improvement program, provide all 
staff with well deserved and reasonable 
pay raises as well as provide more 
work for part-time staff in both 
Public Works and Administration, 
take initial steps to develop a Food 
Security program, continue our 

drywell protection and backflow 
prevention programs, contribute more 
than $50,000 to general reserves, pay 
more for policing, reroof the Silvery 
Slocan Museum, and undertake repairs 
to the Nikkei National Historic Site.

But – I can hardly believe it myself 
– we won’t need a property tax hike 
to do all this.

This year we are all beneficiaries 
of the most massive local infusion of 
both capital and ‘incidental’ dollars 
from the federal government, the 
provincial government, the Regional 
District and the Columbia Basin Trust 
that I have experienced in my 20 years 
as your mayor.

Thanks to council’s foresight, your 
support and a great staff, we have the 
necessary reserves to leverage those 
dollars to sustain those programs and 
complete those projects.

Be assured that our intent is to 
spend the money from this budget 
wisely and locally whenever possible.

Congratulations everyone!

History buffs from all over the province visited the Nikkei Internment Memorial Centre while on a bus tour through the Silvery 
Slocan on May 15. They were all attending the BC Historical Federation conference, held in Nelson this year. The theme of the 

conference, ‘history in your neighbourhood,’ prompted organizers to take participants on the Silvery Slocan Heritage Tour.
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SLOCAN VALLEY MIXED SOCCER LEAGUE
The season is underway in the Lower Slocan Valley with approximately 170 

children playing in teams ranging from pre-schoolers through Grade 8.
Crescent Valley 1 - Bantam Team (U13) - Sponsored by Slocan Valley Planer Mills

Back Row (left to right) - Chloe LeMay, Lane Kooznetsoff, Erin Turner, Kyle 
Chernenkoff, Malin Chernoff, Coach: Joanne Chernoff. Front Row - Kyle Hoover, 
Raya Mikkelson, Simone Chernoff, Zach Early-Jansen. Missing - Caden Myers
This regular Slocan Valley Sports Feature is brought to you by the good folks at

Team of the week

Slocan Valley Co-op
Genelle Division

Bulk Fuels • Heating Fuels
250-226-7433

The Corporation of the 
Village of Slocan

P.O. Box 50, Slocan, BC  V0G 1S0

Notice of OCP Public Open House
Please be advised that there will be an 

OCP Public Open House

This workshop will focus on Sustainability Planning 
within the OCP

At the Silvery Slocan Hall, 502 Harold Street
June 23, 3:00 pm

For further information, please contact the Village Office at 
355-2277

Smokey Creek Salvage
24 HR TOWING

New & Used Auto Parts, Back Hoe Work, 
Certified Welding & Repairs, Vehicle Removal

WE BUY CARS & TRUCKS
359-7815 ; 1-877-376-6539

3453 YEATMAN RD, SOUTH SLOCAN

by Katrine Campbell 
• At a special meeting on 

May 14, council passed Bylaw 
581, the annual tax rate bylaw. 
Residential property taxes will be 
$4.80/$1,000 of assessed value, of 
which $2.99 is for the Village, 4¢ 
for the Central Kootenay Regional 
Hospital, 15¢ for West Kootenay 
Boundary Hospital, and $1.61 for the 
Regional District. Businesses will 
pay $8.537/$1,000; major industrial 
rate is $47.06/$1,000.

Residential property taxes make 
up 31 per cent of the total collected; 
major industrial taxes are at 64 per 
cent. 

At its April meeting, council 
received a request from Springer 
Creek Forest Products for a 20 per 
cent reduction in its tax bill; in 
response, the Village plans to reduce 
major industrial tax rates by at least 
five per cent per year, for three years, 
to reduce its reliance on this tax base. 

In addit ion,  council  wil l 
consider expanding permissive tax 
exemptions to ‘green development’ 
to meet its Climate Action Charter 
commitments. This program could 
also attract businesses to invest in 
the community. 

• At council’s regular meeting 
May 13, the Five-Year Financial Plan 
Bylaw No. 580-2009 was adopted. 
No public comments were received. 
It projects total revenue in 2009 of 
$1,519,095, dropping to $879,329 
in 2010 and rising to $988,647 by 
2013. However, the Village projects 

Slocan Council, May 13: Major industries to get tax break
expenditures will be lower than 
revenues each year, resulting in 
surpluses ranging from $36,741 this 
year to $2,508 in 2013. 

Property taxes will go from 
$226,790 this year to $275,665 in 
2013. 

• Council discussed applications 
for its $3,812 from Columbia Basin 
Trust’s Communities Initiative 
funding. There were 13 requests for 
a total of $28,205. Council decided 
to forward its recommendations 
to the RDCK to approve: $600 for 
the Columbia Basin Alliance for 
Literacy; $355 for the Columbia 
Basin Environmental Education 
Network; $950 to WE Graham 
Community Services Society; and 
$635 each for the Slocan Fitness 
Centre, the Slocan Valley Heritage 
Trail Society, and the Slocan Winlaw 
Soccer Club.

• The Village will continue to 
administer and maintain the fitness 
centre, with the Select Committee 
advising on policy and governance. 
Negotiations had taken place with 
the WE Graham Community 
Services Society for the society to 
assume operation and maintenance, 
but it was concerned over the cost of 
liability insurance and the amount of 
volunteer time needed.

• A proposal from Brian Waller 
to have buskers play on Sunday 
afternoons in front of the wellness 
centre was supported in principle 
by the Village. Waller will be told 
that he can use the site and the 

Village will provide electricity, 
but the organizers must clean the 
washrooms after each event, and 
provide a signed liability waiver 
form. His request for a subsidy was 
refused.

• The Ministry of Housing and 
Social Development invited the 
Village to enter into a partnership 
to provide housing for low-income 
seniors and people with disabilities. 
Council supports the idea, and staff 
will investigate further.

• Council approved a request to 
use the bandstand, picnic tables and 
power for an upcoming wedding 
in the ballpark. The village will 
charge a fee and require the tables 
to be picked up and returned in 
good condition. Councillor Hillary 
Elliott’s motion to have a policy 
drafted, so requests would not have 
to come before council in the future, 
was carried.

• Council adopted terms of 
reference for select committees, 
and appointed members to them. 
Reading Centre: Connie Myers, Liz 
Newman, Stuart McCuaig, Michelle 
Morelli; OCP Review: Ray Caouette, 
Corrie Traenenberg, Ruby Brunelle; 
Waterfront: John Patterson, Barb 
Hortin, Linda Taylor, Marc Septav 
plus one to be named from the 
Heritage Trail society; Social and 
Seniors’ Housing: Mable Bone – 
more volunteers are needed here.

• The Village will advertise for 
a volunteer to serve on the Board 
of Variance, to fill the position left 

vacant by the sudden death of Sylvia 
Currie.

• The Slocan Valley Economic 
Development Commission asked for 
council’s support for a trade show 
for valley businesses, to be held in 
Slocan. Council said it would be 
delighted to be considered as the 
host venue. 

• Public Works Supervisor 
Tim Hill reported that both he and 
Lachlan McGreal have caught up on 
training credits needed to maintain 
water certificates. Hill attended a 
number of workshops and talks at a 
water conference in Penticton.

He also reported that: new signs 
are being installed, mowers and 

equipment are ready to start cutting 
grass, the roof at the info centre has 
been repaired, and they are removing 
fallen trees from the campground. 

• Councillor Elliott reported on 
Regional District matters, including 
an emergency preparedness 
workshop, the April 16 board 
meeting, the recreation commission, 
and resource recovery meeting. 

by Katrine Campbell
Almost $20,000 to spend on 

books – the dream of many teachers 
and librarians – has become a reality 
for Lucerne Elementary Secondary 
School in New Denver.

The school was one of 20 across 
Canada that will share $1.5 million 
from Indigo Books’ Love of Reading 
Foundation. The actual amount for 
each school is based on the number 
of elementary students enrolled. 
Lucerne has 62.

LESS teacher Terry Taylor 
says the money will come in the 
form of a credit which the school 
can spend at Chapters Books in 
Kelowna, or online, over the next 
three years. Each year, $3,000 will 
go towards class collections, $2,000 
will augment the school library 
collection, and the remaining $1,000 
will go towards LESS’ writers’ 
festival.

Literacy at LESS wins money for books
“This gives kindergarten to 

grade 8 students the opportunity to 
read with rich, new texts…the kids 
are avid, they’re excited about what 
they’re getting to read.

“The average age of books in 
the library is 12 years – this will 
be a great opportunity to weed out 
books.”

The application process was 
quite involved, Taylor says.

“The reason we received the 
grant was because we met the 
criteria…our school has a long-
term proven record in offering high 
quality literacy programs to children. 
We also had to demonstrate that we 
had a highly needy and vulnerable 
population.

“We had to go through StatsCan 
research to find what the education 
levels and family income levels 
were, that said we are a deserving 
school.”

Indigo was obviously impressed 
by Lucerne’s commitment to literacy. 
In the application, Taylor listed 
numerous programs, including 
one-to-one reading, CBAL family 
literacy, the writers’ festival, online 
literature circles, author visits, and 
teacher learning teams involving 
four of the school’s nine teachers.

“They were blown away by the 
application,” she says. “They said it 
was absolutely amazing.”

The online literature circles 
were invented at Lucerne and have 
run successfully for four years. 
Students are paired with peers at 
other schools, read the same books, 
and participate in online discussions. 
LESS teachers have presented the 
program at a number of provincial 
educational conferences.

by Katrine Campbell
A memorial service will be held 

May 30 for David Haslebacher of 
Silverton, who died May 11 in a 
motorcycle crash on Hwy 6 near 
Lumby.

He was killed when his motorcycle 
collided with a semi shortly after 6:30 
pm on a stretch of highway between 
Lumby and Lavington.

According to RCMP, Haslebacher 
was in the wrong lane as the semi 
approached, and apparently both 
vehicles changed lanes, collided, and he 
ended up under the wheels of the semi.

“Physical evidence and witness 
statements would indicate that no 
charges are warranted against the truck 
driver,” says Corporal Henry Proce, 

Silverton man dies in motorbike crash
who added alcohol may have been a 
factor.

The memorial  service and 
celebration of life will be held in 
Silverton Memorial Hall May 30 from 
1 pm onward. The stage will be hosted 
by Haslebacher’s friends, the Deadly 
Dicks Band. Any musicians who want 
to perform are welcome. 

Advertise in the 
Valley Voice

Your locally owned, independent 
community newspaper

Call 250-358-7218 for details
Email: valleyvoice@netidea.com
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End of May Specials at 
Silverton Building Supplies!

Hanging Planter Basket  12” Woven Seagrass 
 reg. $15.49  SALE $11.95

Wooden Whiskey ½ Barrel Planter
 reg. $39.95  SALE $34.95

Miracle Grow All-purpose Fertilizer 24-8-16 680 grams  
 reg. $8.79  SALE $5.98

Miracle Grow Potting Soil “Moisture Control” 28.3L  
 reg. $14.49  SALE $10.98

GrillPro BBQ Grill Cleaner 356g
 reg.  $9.49  SALE $6.98

GrillPro BBQ BEER Drip Pan Chicken Roaster/brush
 reg. $11.99  SALE $7.99

GrillPro BBQ  22 pc Stainless Steel Tool Set
 reg. $19.99  SALE $11.95 

Clear Fir Special – 2 x 4 $ 0.99/ lin ft • 2 x 8 $1.99/  lin ft

submitted
Stuart Ross, who has become a 

familiar fixture in New Denver and 
Nakusp schools, where he teaches 
creative writing each spring, will 
launch his acclaimed new short-
story collection right here in the West 
Kootenay.

The launch for Buying Cigarettes 

Toronto writer Stuart Ross launches new book in Silverton, May 21
for the Dog, published in April by 
upstart Calgary press Freehand Books, 
takes place at 7 pm at the Cup and 
Saucer Café in Silverton. Ross will read 
from his new book, and will be joined 
by two special guests, local writers 
Diana Hartog and Peter McPhee, who 
will read from their poetry.

Ross, who has lived all his life in 

Toronto, began his regular visits to 
the Kootenays five years ago. He has 
participated in the Lucerne School & 
Community Writers Festival and has 
taught poetry and fiction writing to both 
elementary and secondary students in 
New Denver and Nakusp. Ross is the 
author of one previous fiction collection 
and six books of poetry, including I 
Cut My Finger (Anvil Press, 2007), 
which contains several poems set in 
the Kootenays, which Ross calls his 
“favourite place in Canada.” He has 
also written a collection of personal 
essays about his life in the literary 
underground, Confessions of a Small 
Press Racketeer (Anvil Press, 2005).

Back in Toronto, Ross is the poetry 
editor for Mansfield Press and the 
fiction and poetry editor for This 
Magazine, a national journal of politics 
and culture. Ross says that Buying 
Cigarettes for the Dog is turning out to 
be his greatest publishing success. “The 
book’s only been out a little more than a 
month,” he says, “but it’s already been 
reviewed in six major publications. 
When Melanie Little of Freehand 

Books approached me for a manuscript, 
I told her, ‘You’ve had so much success 
with your first four releases, so I’ll drag 
the press down into the gutter!’ But, 
to my surprise, this crazy book seems 
to be doing really well. Even with its 
weirdo title.”

Diana Hartog, a New Denver 
resident and one of the guest readers at 
the May 21 launch, has been a major 
figure in Canada’s literary landscape 
for decades. She is the author of four 
acclaimed books of poetry, most 
recently Ink Monkey (Brick Books, 
2006). Hartog has won both the BC 
Book Prize and the Gerald Lampert 
Award for her poetry. Her novel 
The Photographer’s Sweetheart was 
released in 1996 by Overlook Press to 
rave reviews.

Peter McPhee, also reading at 
the launch, moved from Toronto to 
Slocan Park four years ago. He is the 
founder of the Scream in High Park, a 
legendary poetry festival in Toronto, 
and the author of the poetry collection 
Running Unconscious (Coach House 
Press, 1998). He is currently working 

on a second book of poetry and a novel.
The launch for Buying Cigarettes 

for the Dog takes place at 7 pm on 
Thursday, May 21, at the new Cup 
and Saucer Café in Silverton. Freehand 
Books is supplying munchies for 
those who come, and coffee, tea, and 
other beverages will be available for 
purchase. The event is open to the 
public.

Toronto writer Stuart Ross

submitted
Maureen Hodsal l  and her 

granddaughter Rachael invite you to an 
exhibit of their art work running until 
Monday, May 25 at the Hidden Garden 
Gallery in New Denver. 

The appreciation of art and the 
making of art has a long history in this 
family. Maureen’s grandfather, C.F.A. 
Voisey, was a well-known architect in the 
English ‘arts and crafts’ movement of the 
late 19th century. Her father was known 
for his amusing character drawings of 
local politicians and sports heroes.

The exhibition features Maureen’s 
oil paintings from the 1980s as well as 
acrylic tole painting. She now works 
with pencil and crayon and continues 

Offerings through the genes 
her tole work; as she says, “the beauty of 
tole painting is in the fact that something 
old, or plain, can be made into something 
useful and beautiful.”

Rachael, a 16-year-old Grade 11 
student at Lucerne, draws and paints in 
‘manga’ or ‘anime,’ an art style originally 
from Japan. 

“I started drawing when I was about 
9 years old,” Rachael says. “I first tried 
my hand at it after stumbling across 
‘anime’ on TV. Sometime later I met 
a friend who actually drew in a similar 
style. She inspired me to start drawing.”

Rachael looks forward to going to 
art college and hopefully, after that to a 
career as a videogame character designer.

The Hodsall gals are hosting an 
opening reception May 22 from 7 – 9 
pm; all are welcome to come and enjoy 
refreshments and chat with the artists. 

These pieces are not for sale...just for 
show. Come on out and support this 
unique artistic duo. 
Valley View hosts 
fundraising tournament
submitted

Valley View Golf Course’s annual 
spring tournament fundraiser will 
be held Sunday, May 24. Half the 
proceeds from this event will be 
donated to WE Graham Community 
Youth Centre.

Golfers will have three chances 
at hole-in-one cash prizes of $10,000. 
Early registration is a must as the 
tournament is limited to 20 teams. The 
fee of $40 per person includes 18 holes 
of golf, dinner and prizes. Shotgun 
start at 10 am. For further information, 
contact Terri MacDonald, 250-226-
7112 or the golf course at 226-7241.
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Susan L. Yurychuk • 16 Years Experience

250-358-6804
www.smarthealth.usana.com

By Appointment Only • New Denver

Stone Massage • Deep Tissue  
Salt Glows • Mud Wraps & More

THE NEW DENVER COMMUNITY 
FITNESS CENTRE

Located at the Slocan Lake Health Centre Complex
Managed by Recreation Commission #6

We have been replacing equipment and adding 
new fitness machines!

THANK YOU TO VOLUNTEER 
SCOTT ROOKES for all his help!

Annual Memberships are 
a mere $20.00

To join, contact 
Donna Jean Wright 

Home: 358-7200
Business: 358-2847

SLOCAN VALLEY

submitted
If you’re a gambler and want to take 

a little chance where the odds will always 
be in your favour, then do we have an 
activity for you! 

On Sunday, May 24, Slocan Valley 
Recreation and the Slocan Valley 
Heritage Trail Society (SVHTS) will 
host the third annual Slocan Valley Poker 
Pedal, beginning at 11 am. Everyone 
from the youngest to the oldest is invited 
to grab their bikes and helmets and come 
along for a pedal, and play a friendly little 
game of chance along the way.

Rail Trail Poker Pedal goes north to Slocan City
Every year, the Poker Pedal 

introduces riders to a new part of the 
scenic Slocan Valley Rail Trail. This 
time around, the ride begins right at 
Slocan Lake, at the gazebo by the dock 
in Slocan. From there, riders head south 
to the Lemon Creek trailhead and back 
again, enjoying the most isolated portion 
of the trail. Along the way there’ll be 
stations where everyone grabs a playing 
card and when you get back to the 
gazebo, we’ll see who has the best hand. 

There’ll be refreshments and a 
barbecue waiting, along with prizes for 

the best hand and a few draw prizes. 
If you don’t want to ride the whole 
distance, that’s okay. Whatever works 
is just fine. 

Admission ranges from $3/person 
to $8/family. Make sure you have a 
bike helmet as well as sun screen and 
water. The entire event should be over 
by 1:30 p.m.

The event also gives folks a chance 
to find out what’s going on along the rail 
trail. It was a great winter on the trail and 
there’s hope for a great summer ahead. 

The week after the ride, the SVHTS 

will hold its annual general meeting May 
27 at WE Graham School in Slocan. 
New memberships can be purchased at 
6:30 pm, with the meeting beginning at 7 
pm. Memberships will also be available 
at the bike ride. 

It’s an exciting time along the rail 
trail, with its popularity ever increasing. 

The AGM allows members to find out 
what’s going on and to help participate 
in the decision-making process for the 
future. 

For more info on either event you 
can phone Brian Rehwald at 359-7740 
or contact Slocan Valley Recreation at 
226-0008.

Get fit with new 
machines at centre
by Katrine Campbell

The fitness centre at the Slocan 
Community Health Centre in New 
Denver now has even more ways to 
help you whip yourself into shape.

Recreation Commission #6 has 
just bought a few new pieces of 
fitness equipment to replace “old 
equipment that no longer works for us,” 
according to Donna Jean (DJ) Wright, 
the commission’s past chair.

The new machines were researched 
and chosen by Scott Rookes, who also 
volunteered his time to set them up and 
to repair all the equipment as needed.

“We have two treadmills, two 
elliptical trainers, one regular stationary 
bike, a recumbent bike, a rowing 
machine, and weights,” Wright says. 
In the gym, there are “lots of activities: 
belly-dancing, ballroom dancing, 
aerobics, Tai Chi, and Qi Gong.”

Anyone who wants to join the 
fitness centre, or to start a new activity, 
can call Wright at 358-2847 (work) or 
358-7200 (home).

by Katrine Campbell
If there was any question that 

gardening was big and is getting bigger, 
take a look at the calendar. There are 
three garden festivals in our area on 
successive weekends, offering almost 
everything a gardener could possibly 
need.

Nelson and Kaslo have had theirs; 
this Saturday, May 23, it’s New Denver’s 
turn. Co-hosted by Garden Graces and 
Janet Planet Yard and Garden Care, 
the second annual event is a fundraiser 
for the Slocan Lake Garden Society, or 
SLUGS. It takes place from 10 am to 3 

Garden fest Saturday in New Denver
pm on Sixth Avenue (Main St.) at the 
Friday Market site.

Vendors from the local area, the 
south Slocan Valley and Kootenay Lake 
are already signed up, says DJ Wright of 
Garden Graces, but there are still tables 
available at $10 a pop.

“Local people with garden-related 
items – maybe they’ve just split their 
perennials and have extras – or any other 
plants are welcome,” she says. “We’re 
off to a good start and it will only get 
better.” For more information, or to book 
a table, call Wright at 358-2847.

submitted
What can you do to help a friend 

when they’re having a rough time? 
Longtime valley resident Teri Jarrett 

is dealing with a life-threatening illness 
and her many friends want to reach out 
a helping hand to her and her husband 
Bob (Knobo). On Saturday, May 23 from 
3 to 7 pm, a benefit will be held at the 
Passmore Hall.

The Jarretts have made a unique 
impression in the Slocan Valley over 
the years. Teri’s exuberant personality 
and smile have been her trademark as 
she’s spent time working at the Waldorf 
School, and most recently with Valhalla 
Powder Cats. Her husband Knobo has 
been a well-known contractor in the 
Kootenays. MS has now curtailed his 
building career but allows him to focus 

A benefit for Teri Jarrett
on something he’s really good at – he 
is the Slocan Valley’s only professional 
poker player! 

The fundraiser at the Passmore Hall 
is shaping up to be an event suitable 
for Teri. The silent auction could have 
everything from plane rides to pool 
tables. There’ll be a specialized meal 

created by an elite group of caterers, 
games of chance (what a surprise!), 
50/50 draws and of course some musical 
entertainment to round out the gathering. 

If you’re interested in helping out 
with the afternoon, or have something 
to donate to the silent auction, then call 
Brenda at 226-7661 or Jodi at 825-4603. 

submitted
Beginning May 19, the students 

at Winlaw School will participate in 
a week-long theatre residency with 
Trickster Theatre. Each class will create 
its own theatrical presentation on the 
theme of community values and global 
citizenships. The performances take 
place at an evening of drama and fun 
on Friday, May 22. 

Winlaw School presents a night of theatre
Trickster Theatre has worked with 

Winlaw School twice before, once in 
2003 and again in 2006. Each time 
the experience has been a tremendous 
success, both for the students at the 
school and the local community. 

Please join us May 22 at 6:30 pm in 
the Winlaw School gym for a theatrical 
experience that’s sure to be fun for the 
whole family.

Support the Valley Voice with 
a voluntary subscription

Only $10-$30 
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Global Gift 
Discoveries 

Inspiring Arts 
& Crafts

318  Broadway  S t .   Nakusp ,  BC   265 -3288

Quiet and convenient 
downtown location with a 

view of  Arrow Lake
Office
Prima Materia
318 Broadway
Nakusp, BC
Phone: (250) 265-3288
Email: casamandala@gmail.com
Website: www.casamandala.ca

Swift Firewood

Weird Shapes & Odd Lengths
Fir, Larch & Some Cedar

Mill Slabs
Limited offer $140 per load – 

3/4 - 7/8 Cord

Call 358-7723 
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New Denver’s May Queen program has been running for 70 years! This year’s New Denver 
royals are: Kyla Smutny (Miss New Denver), Emily Barber and Jessica Pownall (princesses), 
Kayla Driedger and Tamara Beavin (Queen’s court). Kyla won the speech award; Emily won 
the talent award; and Kayla won Miss Congeniality. Flower girls are Carly Strebchuck and 

Sakura Azzopardi, and page boy is Linden Fontaine.

Mayor Gary Wright congratulates New Denver’s Citizens of the Year: Wendy Harlock, Carol Pengelly and Stan Wilson.

The kids’ races at New Denver May 
Days were a blast!

The choker race at Kaslo May Days 
Logger Sports show.

Canoe jousting is a very popular New Denver May Days event.

Kaslo May Days parade

Log birling is everyone’s favourite logger sports event. The Kaslo May Days Logger Sports show was a huge success 
again this year.
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Now Open
THURS, FRI, SAT, SUN 

5-9 pm
FOR RESERVATIONS

PLEASE CALL:

250-358-7744

Hola!

Located in Rosebery, BC

Come and enjoy our festive 
atmosphere, exquisite desserts 

and unique Mexican cuisine 
made with our own exclusive 

recipes since 1981.

ARTS

Grads! Got your dress? Now dress 
it up with some stunning jewellery. 
We also have a great selection of 
Grad cards.

The Wizard of Oz production by JVH Drama was another outstanding piece of musical theatre to come out of Kaslo’s school. The acting, singing, costumes and sets were superb. Many people were 
involved – there were 45 actors, all students, and at least that many others behind the scene.

submitted
Mirror Theatre hosted the 

Theatre BC Kootenay Zone Festival 

Theatre BC Kootenay Zone Festival a success in Nakusp
on the May long weekend. 

Three theatre  companies 
participated – Nakusp’s Mirror 

Theatre,  Revelstoke Theatre 
Company and Salmo’s Space on 
the Floor.

After three great plays, the 
Theatre BC adjudicator, Robin 
Nichol, had a difficult time deciding 
on the awards recipients. “The choice 
was difficult because it is art. It was 
like comparing apples, oranges, 
and chainsaws; each contribution 
is unique.”

Best Production went the 
Revelstoke Theatre Company for 
their production of Down the Road. 
Revelstoke will take their play to 
‘Mainstage 2009’ in July in Maple 
Ridge.

Mirror Theatre performed the 
children’s comedy, The Golden 
Grotto (or Bracko, the Prince Frog) 
by Cleve Haubold, and received 

three awards: Best Youth - Bailey 
Henschke (Gretta), Best Novice - 
Mike Cold (the Great Zauberfinger), 
and the Adjudicator’s Choice Award 
- David Cold (the frog).

Princess Blanda (Jenny Konkin) kisses the frog (David Cold) in Mirror Theatre’s production of The Golden Grotto at the 
Kootenay Zone Festival in Nakusp.

King Ludwig (Rachel Hughes) in The Golden Grotto, performed at the Kootenay Zone Festival on May 15 at the 
Bonnington.
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by Owain Nicholson
In need of spa or aesthetics 

services? Starting May 30 and 31, 
Odette Baumgartner will bring her 
Kelowna-based business, Odette’s 
Skin and Body Care, to Nakusp on a 
regular basis.

“I know there’s no advanced 
aesthetics services in Nakusp, and 
thought it would be nice if local people 
could have the same convenience as 
we do in larger centres without coming 
to the city,” says Odette. “I grew 
up in Trout Lake and Nakusp, and I 
would like to see my friends and the 
general public from the area have the 
opportunity to look their best.”

Odette will be working out of the 
Kuskanax Lodge, in the dedicated 
massage room. She plans to travel from 
Kelowna every six weeks and be open 
on the Saturday and Sunday.

Odette provides regular aesthetic 
and spa services, including manicures 
and pedicures, tinting, waxing, 
massage, and body wraps and scrubs. 

Odette’s Skin and Body Care comes to Nakusp
However, Odette’s real passion is in 
advanced skin care. “There are so many 
imperfections that people don’t have to 
live with, which can be easily treated 
inexpensively. I get very excited when 
I see the improvements in people’s skin 
and how they feel about themselves 
when they look better.”

As a licensed clinical aesthetician, 
with diplomas in Vein, Vascular and 
Pigmented Lesion Treatments, laser 
hair removal, and advanced education 
from the Dermal Institute, Odette 
has operated her own business since 
1996, and has 20 years of experience 

in the beauty industry. Currently, she 
works part-time for Kelowna Laser 
and Skin Care, while spending the rest 
of her time running her own business, 
Odette’s Skin and Body Care.

“There are so many answers and 
tips that I would love to share with 
everyone. Please contact me and I 
will help you love the skin you’re in,” 
she says.

For bookings or  for  more 
information, contact Odette at odette.
baumgartner@gmail.com or 250-
863-1131; she is also available for 
consultations by email or Skype.

Starting May 30 and 31, Odette Baumgartner will bring her business, Odette’s 
Skin and Body Care, to Nakusp on a regular basis.

by Jim Yount
Two Kaslo business partners 

are in Toronto for the taping of CBC 
Television’s popular ‘Dragons’ Den’ 

Kaslo table hockey manufacturing company faces the dragons this week in Toronto
reality show.

Dan Sammartino, inventor, designer 
(and expert player) of the Bodycheck 
table hockey game and his partner, 

Darren Watt, left Kaslo earlier this week 
by vehicle. Once taping of the CBC show 
is completed, they head even further east 
to Montreal, where the pair will deliver 
a finished, custom-ordered table hockey 
game to one of their eastern seaboard 
clients.

‘Dragons’ Den’ is an unabashedly 
business oriented reality show, where 
contestants have a limited amount 
of time to make a pitch for corporate 
funding from one or more of the well-to-
do business panelists. For the lucky few 
who make the cut, one or more of the 
‘dragons’ agree to invest in the business. 
Taping takes place tomorrow (Thursday, 
May 21) but the entire cast of stars, 
contestants, even the CBC’s technical 
crew, are sworn to secrecy, and there will 
be no hint of the fate of Sammartino and 
Watt until the fall. “The dollar amount 
is a classified thing until the time of 

broadcast,” Watt told the Valley Voice as 
he prepared for the trip east. And as for 
the dollar figure, “it’s under negotiation.”

Their company, All In Sports 
Entertainment Inc., is focusing on 
developing a new website, video 
footage with customer testimonials, 
and preparation of transparent revenue 
figures from commercial game owners 

who have installed AiSE table games in 
their establishments. 

“The Kaslo Hotel generated about 
40 games in one evening the other night, 
which is pretty amazing actually,” said 
Watt. “But, it’s been a tough go,” he 
added, in obvious reference to financing 
the start-up of a new business in a highly 
competitive industry.

by Jan McMurray
The budget and tax rate bylaws were 

adopted at council’s May 12 meeting. 
The municipal tax rate is up 3.6%, 

which raises an extra $40,000 for 
Nakusp’s budget in 2009. Nakusp will 
raise $800,000 from municipal taxation 
this year, and has a total budget of 
$6,481,599. The residential tax rate for 
the municipal portion of tax collection is 
$3.44 per $1,000 of assessed value. This 

Nakusp sets budget and tax rate
is up 3.6% from last year’s $3.32 per 
$1,000. Homeowners with a house worth 
$225,000 last year would have paid $746 
in municipal taxes; this year, owners of 
a home worth $225,000 will pay $773. 

The total residential tax rate, 
including municipal, regional, school, 
hospital, police, BC Assessment 
Authority and Municipal Finance 
Authority, is $8.25 per $1,000 of 
assessed value.

COMMUNITY
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BUYERS OF CEDAR 
& PINE POLES

Mike Casey  cell   344-8477
Offering planning, management 
and sales for Woodlot Licences 

and Private Land Owners.

P.O. Box 4, 
Brisco, B.C. V0A 1B0

Phone (250) 346-3315
Fax (250) 346-3218

TOLL FREE 1-866-346-3315

WOOD PRESERVERS LTD.

NAKUSP & THE ARROW LAKES

by Jan McMurray
• Laurie Cordell attended as a 

delegation to speak about the new Smart 
Planning for Communities that must be 
done in order to continue receiving gas 
tax funding from the Province. Cordell 
has been hired to help communities in 
our region with getting their plans done, 
and let Nakusp council know that she is 
available as a resource to them.

Nakusp council, May 12: Boundary expansion study in the works
• Rosemarie Hughes, Trudy Buis 

and Ty Klassen attended as a delegation 
to discuss a site for a community garden. 
Hughes said that the garden group 
had met with Arrow & Slocan Lakes 
Community Services, which supports 
the proposed community garden. She 
reported that Janet Spicer had offered 
a very small piece of land behind the 
old Stanley Printing building, but they 
would prefer a larger piece in a location 
with better exposure. Council supports 
the community garden and has in mind a 
piece of land right beside the Village hall 
building. However, council suggested 
that the group talk to the Nakusp 
Secondary School’s Sustainability Club, 
which intends to plant a garden at the 
school. Mayor Hamling pointed out 
that it may benefit both groups to work 
together. Later in the meeting, council 
approved the use of the land beside the 
Village office for the community garden, 
pending a decision with the school. 

• Council decided to apply for 
a $10,000 study grant to look into 
boundary expansion.

The study will look at Glenbank, 

which is the first priority for boundary 
expansion because the Village provides 
the community with water. Mayor 
Hamling explained that Glenbank 
residents pay for the water, but not for 
the infrastructure. “If they are part of the 
Village, their taxes will take care of it, 
but if not, we’ll have to find a different 
way to deal with it,” she said.

Boundary expansion is in council’s 
three-year plan and OCP. The long-
term plan outlined in the OCP shows 
the Village boundaries eventually 
becoming the same as the fire service 
area boundaries.

• CAO Lafleur reported that the 
arena ice plant upgrade has been awarded 
to PACE Industrial for $502,659. A 
new pre-fabricated ice plant will be 
purchased and installed. Because the 
plant is 9.5’ high, a new room will have 
to be built for it.

• Council agreed to extend the 
closing date of the sale of the property 
for the Arrow and Slocan Lakes 
Community Services affordable housing 
project to February 12, 2010. BC 
Housing funding for the project is on 
hold and will be reviewed in six months.

• Mayor Hamling reported that 
the Historical Registry grant had been 
approved. She said that over the past few 
years, the Village has received over $4.5 
million in grants.

• Councillor Mueller reported that 
she attended the Chamber meeting on 
April 29 and confirmed that the Village 
will increase the fee for service for the 
Visitor InfoCentre to $14,000, from 
$6,000, per year. “That made them very 
happy,” she said. This comes with the 
expectation that the InfoCentre will be 
open year round.

The Chamber asked the Village to 
consider raising the fee for service to 
$15,000 in June of last year. Council 
decided on $14,000, as this is the 
approximate amount the Village nets in 
business licence fees. 

Mueller reported that Nakusp is 
the first Fair Trade Town in BC and the 
third in Canada. A letter of thanks will 
go to the Sustainability Club and Alysia 
Gustafson. 

• Mayor Hamling reported that 
Brenda Hoyle from Castlegar will be 
replacing Deborah Austin as the IHA 
Community Administrator in Nakusp. 

She also reported on Pride Week. 
The grade 2/3 NES class made ‘I am 

Proud of Nakusp because…’ posters, 
which are hanging in business windows. 
The Village crew has prepared the 
area around the trees on Broadway for 
flowers, and business owners have been 
asked to plant and water the flowers, 
which will be provided by the Village. 
Yard debris pick-up was very successful 
this year. The Public Works crew 
saved the Village $1,560 in dumping 
fees because nothing was taken to the 
landfill. The crew burned the debris, 
first separating the sand and dirt from 
the burn pile. Letters of thanks will go 
to each of the five staff.

Hamling also reported that there 
are 12-14 people on the Downtown 
Revitalization committee. They will 
review the Roger Brooks report on 
tourism. She said she asked committee 
members to go to the Nakusp Village 
website and try to plan a visit to the area. 
Committee members will report back on 
this at the next meeting.

• Councillor Hughes reported 
that the Recreation Commission was 
contributing $3,500 for the Rotary 
Park playground upgrade, and that 
the commission had approved a 
total of $5,555 in spring grants. The 
summer program still needs swimming 
instructors.

• Councillor Leitch reported that 
the Galena Bay cutblock had been 
approved for the Nakusp Community 
Forest (NACFOR). Brisco will buy the 
poles. Leitch said Brisco was not the 
highest bidder, but committed to having 
the poles peeled by a Nakusp business.

On Nakusp and Area Development 
Board business, he reported that Laurie 
Page had done a pamphlet on affordable 
housing, and that Beth McLeod had 
done a summary of all economic 
development reports that have been 
done for Nakusp, as recommended in 
the tourism plan. School District 10 is 
projecting a 25% drop in enrollment 
next year – the largest drop in the 
Province. A $700,000 budget shortfall 
is also projected. Leitch reported that 
seven families are leaving Nakusp this 
summer.

• There will be a Snowbird 
Memorial Flypast in Nakusp on August 
3, in memory of Captain Lloyd Waterer. 
Waterer was from Nakusp and was the 
first snowbird pilot killed. He died in 
1972 at a show in Trenton, Ontario.

• The Ministry of Agriculture and 

Lands asked council for comments on 
an application by Calnak Holdings for 
a 30-year lease on crown land on Hot 
Springs Road, 7.3 km up from Hwy 23, 
for the purposes of building eight rental 
cabins. Council has no  concerns with 
the application.

• The Nakusp Soapbox Racing 
Association was given permission to 
conduct the third annual Soapbox Derby 
at the marina.

• The Village will provide a letter of 
support to accompany the Summit Lake 
Ski Hill’s application for BC Gaming 
grant funding.

• CAO Lafleur reported that he had 
met with Public Works about disabled 
parking stalls. One new stall will go 
in at the Home Hardware, and the two 
existing stalls at the arena will get fresh 
paint. The existing stalls on Broadway 
will be removed, as they do not meet 
the standards.

• Fire Chief Terry Warren has 
provided Straight Arrow Youth Opps 
Society with an extension on the 
deadline to properly board up and secure 
the old Green Door site.

• Brought forward from the in-
camera portion of the meeting was 
a motion to hire Norm Carruthers 
and Andrew Earnshaw to complete 
a business plan for the Nakusp Hot 
Springs for $7,000. Columbia Basin 
Trust will contribute $4,000 to the 
project, and the Village will contribute 
$3000.

• Council also approved the new 
Public Works administrative position, 
which will be advertised.

• Policy P.16 – Bullying and 
Harassment was adopted.

• Accounts payable of $342,297.21 
were approved.
Cutting permits 
approved for NACFOR’s 
first logging operation
by Jan McMurray

The first logging operation of the 
Nakusp and Area Community Forest 
(NACFOR) will start up “as soon as it’s 
dry enough – hopefully in July,” reported 
Jesper Nielsen, NACFOR’s manager.

The cutting permits have recently 
been approved for four blocks at Galena 
Bay. Nielsen says the total area of the 
blocks is just over 10 hectares, and three 
of the blocks are very small – under 1 
hectare each. “It will probably provide 
work for four people for about a month, 
depending on the kind of equiment 
used,” said Nielsen.

Nielsen said the prescription for the 
blocks was “40% basal area retention,” 
with cedar poles and birch as the main 
targets. NACFOR has found a buyer 
for the cedar poles, and is looking for 
buyers for the rest of the wood. Brisco 
was the successful bidder for the cedar, 
and has committed to having the poles 
peeled at a local plant. Nielsen said the 
cedar pole market is very good right 
now, making the Galena Bay logging 
operation worthwhile.

The community forest has planned 
its first eight blocks, which will be logged 
over the next three years. NACFOR put 
a call out for contractors some time ago, 
and Nielsen says all contractors that 
were chosen through that process will 
be awarded contracts in these first three 
years. He says they have not yet chosen 
the contractor for the Galena Bay job, but 
they are well on their way. “It’s a matter 
of the best fit with individual equipment 
profiles,” he said.
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Thank you 
Valley Voice
The only newspaper that 

tells us what is going on in 
the Kaslo area. The only 
newspaper that gives us a 

chance to say what we think 
about it, free of charge, in 
Voices from the Valleys.

Paid advertisement by Jane Lynch 
in support of the Valley Voice

• Many Imported Items
• Freezer Packs
• Weekly In-Store Specials
• Fresh Meats Cut Daily
• Fresh or Frozen Seafood
• In-Store Deli Sandwiches to go
• Awesome Cheese Selection
• Fresh & Smoked Sausage
• Smoked Salmon
• Custom Cutting of Pork & Beef

Employment Opportunity: Kaslo
Facilitator: Mental Health Drop-in
North Kootenay Lake Community Services Society is seeking 
a coordinator for a weekly drop-in program for people 
wanting to improve their mental health. NKLCSS mission is 
to assist adults with a mental illness to develop the skills and 
confidence necessary to live satisfying and productive lives in 
the community. This assistance is provided in a psychosocial 
program designed to empower and support its members.

The confidential drop-in program will provide a non-institutional 
setting where adults with a mental illness give each other 
support as they work to rebuild their confidence, stamina, and 
concentration, and social interactions. It is a voluntary program 
whose participants are members, not patients or clients and 
work to create and direct the program.

Details: 5 hours per week until March 31, 2010.

Desired Qualifications:

• Demonstrated experience and skill in programs for people
 with a mental illness.

• Demonstrated ability to manage programs in a way that 
 ensures maximum consumer participation.

• A strengths based philosophy 

• Highly developed written and verbal communication, 
 interpersonal and organizational skills.

• Possess a current BC driver’s license.

• An appropriate University degree will be an asset and a 
 relevant diploma is necessary.

• Previous experience/knowledge of the Clubhouse model 
 would be an advantage.

Please refer to www.nklcss.org for more information and send 
resumes to administrator@nklcss.org or by fax to 250-353-7691 
by May 22, 2009

North Kootenay 
Lake Community 
Services Society

Real Estate in Kaslo and 
North Kootenay Lake 
www.century21kaslo.com 
kul@century21kaslo.com 

250-505-4722

by Jim Yount
• Kaslo has joined the Invest 

Kootenay partnership, an initiative 
designed to attract and retain investment 
in the region. The Kaslo and Area 
Chamber of Commerce is a full local 
partner with the Village, and will present 
an Invest Kootenay information session 
on May 28 at 7 pm at Selkirk College 
in Kaslo. The Chamber believes that 
Invest Kootenay can bring significant 
economic benefits to the area. The 
membership fee is $2,500; council 
will ask if the fee can be pro-rated to 
acknowledge the time already passed 
in 2009. 

• Kaslo has been approved for 
$2,000 in funding through Kootenay 
Rocky Tourism’s Community Tourism 
Opportunities (CTO) program. The 
funding will be used to address such 
issues as defining a ‘brand’ for the 
Kaslo area and building off-season 
tourism. Council received a proposal 
from photographer Sara Rainford to 
produce photos of local events, etc. as 
part of the CTO program. Council will 
thank Rainford for her interest, and will 
advise her that they will advertise for the 
services of a photographer to fulfill the 
terms of the CTO program.

• Several budget-related bylaws 
were adopted – the five year financial 
plan, tax rates, water parcel tax, and 
sewer rates and regulations amendment 
bylaws.

School District 8 has told the parcel 
tax roll review panel that the new sewer 
rate for JV Humphries is the highest 
sewer fee the district will pay. The 
school district’s Director of Operations 
will provide comparable sewer use fees 
from other municipalities.

• The Kaslo Golf Club was given 
approval to remove about 35 trees 
near the site of the old clubhouse to 
create a new practice green and to 
improve parking. Club spokesman 
Bryan MacMillan told council few of 
the trees are merchantable, and the club 
will look at the possibility of donating 

Kaslo council, May 12: Kaslo joins Invest Kootenay partnership
the wood for a community fundraiser. 

• With the exhausting of funding 
for phase one of the Kaslo wildfire 
interface project, the Village is now 
awaiting word on funding for phase 
two. In the meantime, there will be 
no commissioning of a report by an 
independent Registered Professional 
Forester (RPF) on the project. An earlier 
motion approving such a report has been 
rescinded, and John Cathro, RPF will be 
so advised and thanked for his efforts 
to date. Councillor Tony Frary said he 
wasn’t prepared to have council spend 
money on what it already knows, while 
Councillor Molly Leathwood added, 
“Do we need to do it when the next work 
will be outside the Village?” She said 
informal discussion should take place 
with Area D Director Andy Shadrack.

• On a related note, the state of the 
Kaslo River following the interface work 
was raised by local resident Charmaine 
Campbell, who addressed potential 
flooding and drainage problems on 
8th Street. In a long letter to council, 
Campbell noted it wasn’t up to her to 
“take films and pictures and report to 
the Village on where the spring runoff 
is coming from...or the possible threat 
of another slide.” She made several 
suggestions, all of which have been 
referred to the Development Services 
Committee for review and comment.

• Area D Director Andy Shadrack 
provided council with results of the 
Columbia Basin Trust Community 
Initiatives meeting, which has 
recommended disbursing $37,225 
to a variety of community groups 
and organizations within Area D. 
Applications for funding totaled 
$87,065. The Village of Kaslo had 
applied for $10,000 for the City Hall 
restoration project, and will receive 
$3,375.

• The Lakeview Trail project has 
received funding of $40,000 under the 
provincial LocalMotion program to 
develop the trail along Water Street. 
As this is insufficient to complete 

the project, the Kaslo Trailblazers 
Society has proposed “a major win-win 
solution.” As a registered not-for-profit 
society, Kaslo Trailblazers Society has 
access to grants which aren’t available 
to the Village. The proposal would 
have the Village make a grant available 
to the Trailblazers for a written pledge 
in the amount of $40,000. In turn, the 
society would make grant applications 
for a matching amount, generating a 
maximum total of $80,000. The society 
says the plan would provide sufficient 
funds to complete the Water Street 
portion of the Lakeside trail system. 
Then, in turn, any funds left over would 
be allocated to the proposed suspension 
bridge. Council’s Development Services 
Committee will study the proposal 
further and report back to council.

• Voters may face a referendum in 
September, regarding the regionalization 
of the Kaslo Fire Department. Mayor 
Greg Lay says the Regional District 
is preparing a position statement on 
the concept, which “will have tax 
implications for Kaslo, not to mention 
‘mutual aid’ from other volunteer fire 
departments such as Balfour.” Lay told 
council that one of the benefits might 
be more training for local volunteers, 
as well as the relocation of the existing 
fire hall.

• Council increased rental rates 
at the Kemball Memorial Centre to: 
basement $1 per square foot; main floor 
$1.55 per square foot; second floor $1.40 
per square foot. 

Regarding signage for the centre, 
council decided to purchase 10-inch 
letters from NeonCo, as proposed by 
Public Works Foreman, and affix them 
to the building. All heritage sign bidders 
will be thanked for their submissions, 
and advised no bid was accepted. 

In a memo from the chair of 
the Building Management Select 
Committee, Rick Hewat, council 
has been made aware that there is 
some urgency in getting tenders in for 
work required on the windows of the 
Kemball Memorial Centre (KMC) 
building. Hewat says it’s imperative 
that responses to recommendations 
from his committee to council occur 
in a timely fashion. There has been 
discussion within council and the village 
about the bureaucracy surrounding the 
KMC and the standing committee, and 
Hewat says he hopes some consideration 
will be given to the fact that the KMC 

building is a business, and as such 
needs to respond more as a business. 
He has reiterated “the Select Committee 
was set up to make all attempts to cut 
and control expenses” and takes that 
mandate seriously.

• The graffiti issue at the Kaslo 
skatepark doesn’t seem to want to 
disappear. Village residents Ursula and 
Jim Ringwald have already invested 
considerable time in attempting to 
remove some of the ‘artwork,’ and a 
recent Village decision to paint over the 
remaining graffiti would, in their view, 
not be a long-range solution. In an email 
to council, the Ringwalds suggest paint 
would make the skate surface more 
slippery, and increase the risk of injury 
and raise liability issues, might invite 
more graffiti and other painting, and 
would affect the aesthetic look of the 
park. CAO Rae Sawyer will point out 
to the skatepark committee that some 
graffiti still remains, but also cautioned 
council that it is a Village facility. Public 
works will look at what remains, and 
will track time spent on the project. 

• Councillors on the move include 
Tony Frary, who will attend the 
2009 regional seasonal emergency 
preparedness workshop in Nelson May 
26. Mayor Greg Lay will also be in 
Nelson at the end of June for a ‘Climate 
Change 101’ workshop. Councillor 
Molly Leathwood cautioned council 
to be aware of “what’s going on with 
travel spending, and to be aware we are 
picking things which are of value to the 
Village.” Mayor Greg Lay commented 
that climate change is certainly one 

of “those things.” Councillor Suzan 
Hewat brought the matter up in an 
earlier meeting, noting that $10,000 is 
budgeted for travel and conferences, 
and that the annual meeting of the 
Union of BC Municipalities is the most 
beneficial conference for all mayors and 
councillors across the province.

• Council approved spending $300 
to purchase 50 promotional DVDs, 
featuring video of Kaslo, and produced 
by local videographer John Mercy.

• Council approved accounts 
payable of $63,795.52

by Jan McMurray
An organizational restructure at 

The Land Conservancy (TLC) has put 
the SS Moyie in a tenuous position.

Before the restructure,  an 
agreement was in the works for TLC to 
take over the day-to-day operation and 
maintenance of the Moyie. “It looked 
like things were going to happen as of 
May this year,” said Peter Crawford of 
the Kootenay Lake Historical Society. 
“We are not sure what happened, but 
an internal shake-up at TLC has ended 
this agreement at this time.”

Crawford says this year, the society 
did not make the grant applications that 
it usually does because of the pending 
agreement with TLC. “This leaves us 
$25,000 short to run and maintain the 
Moyie this year.”

SS Moyie calls for help
The Kootenay Lake Historical 

Society is calling on community 
members to help out by purchasing 
a membership ($10/year or $20/year 
for a family), bringing visitors to the 
Moyie, and joining work parties to do 
much needed repairs.

“This is a local treasure, so let’s 
get behind the Moyie as we did in the 
past,” said Crawford.

The shake-up at TLC revolves 
around the firing of the organization’s 
co-founder and executive director, 
Bill Turner. A website set up for TLC 
members interested in reinstating 
Turner states that he was fired at the 
end of March without any warning or 
rational explanation. More information 
can be found at www.savetlc.com and 
www.conservancy.bc.ca.

submitted
Kaslo has entered the annual BC 

Communities in Bloom (CIB) contest, 
the only community in the Kootenays 
to do so.

Under the BC CIB program, local 
committees find ways to improve 
their communities with projects, often 
completed with volunteer help. Two 
judges will visit and measure local 
efforts; the committees must show them 
at least 80% of the community. From 

Kaslo enters Communities in Bloom
July 19 - 25, the judges will evaluate on 
eight criteria: tidiness, environmental 
effort, community involvement, 
heritage and cultural preservation, 
urban forestry, landscaped areas, floral 
displays, turf and groundcover areas.

Whether its specific goals are 
to increase tourism, generate new 
economic development or simply to 
build civic pride, the face presented to 
its citizens and others is a key factor in 
achieving those goals. 
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SOME BIKES ARE TOO NOISY!
And I don’t mean Harleys either.
There are bicycles out there that squeak, creak, clatter, clunk, rattle, 

grind, thump and even squeal! When your bike is properly tuned and 
maintained, the only sounds should be the ones you make, both good and bad...

If you have a bothersome bicycle, then come by for a checkup and we’ll 
stifle it once and for all.

NEW DENVER  
250-358-2133

Fridays 10:00 am - 6:00 pm
Saturdays 10:00 am - 6:00 pm with 

Andrew 
Rhodes

Get Outta Town

with 
Peter 

Roulston

Farmers’ markets 
kick off summer 
throughout the valley
by Kate Guthrie

This column is hosted by the Slocan 
River Farmers’ Society, (SRFS). The 
group’s mission is “to support and 
expand an ecological, thriving and 
valuable farming community in the 
Slocan River valley.” SRFS’s next 
gathering is Sunday, May 24 in Winlaw. 
At 2 pm there will be a tour of local root 
cellars (location TBA) followed by a 
meeting and potluck at 4 pm at 6163 
McKean Rd. For more information, 
contact Dustin Demontigny at 226-7139.

The Winlaw Farmers’ Market begins 
its second year next Sunday, May 31, 
from 10 am - 2 pm. The market, which 
was begun last year by Kim Clark, 
Sam Bach and Jade Summer, is located 
outside the Spicer Centre in downtown 
Winlaw. Clark, who has lived in the area 
for 16 years, decided to start the market 
while working at Touchstone Healing 
Co-op, located in the Spicer Centre.

 “I looked at the big mural and 

thought, this is the perfect place for a 
market,” she said. 

Against the backdrop of a rushing 
Cedar Creek, the mural depicts Frog 
Peak and residents of the area, including 
a pileated woodpecker, loggers, salmon, 
a First Nations woman and farmers. It 
serves as a reminder that the market 
has the potential to connect us to food, 
animals, wood, fibre, people and history 
that are all a part of our beautiful home. 

Last year’s vendors brought 
locally grown produce, prepared food 
(including delicious corn-on-the-cob 
one memorable week), fruit from the 
Okanagan, medicinal herbs, homemade 
root beer and handmade clothing and 
crafts. In June, Clark says, we can expect 
bedding plants, fresh baked goods, eggs, 
musicians and more. By July, the Winlaw 
market should burst with fresh produce. 

New Denver’s Friday Market co-
ordinator, Morgen Bardati, says the 
key to her town’s 14-year-old market 
is “definitely consistency, being there 
every year.” Clark intends to keep at it 
in Winlaw. Like most fledgling projects, 
the Winlaw Market started small and has 
the potential to be a great service to the 

community. 
Farmers, artisans, musicians and 

other interested vendors can participate 
for $10 (BYOTable); call Kim Clark at 
226-7862 for information. 

There are several other markets in 
the area; each offers its own flavour 
and the chance to buy fresh, affordable 
food and unique crafts from neighbours. 
The Nakusp Market runs from 8 am 
to 1 pm on Saturdays; call Lynn, 265-
4432 for info. New Denver Market is 
held downtown on Fridays from 10 
- 2 beginning June 5; call Morgen, 358-
7733. There is also a market in Kaslo, 
Saturdays from 10 - 2 at the Front Street 
Park beginning June 20, call Jen, 353-
7691, ext. 207.

In Nelson, several markets are 
planned, including the Cottonwood 
Falls Market, Saturdays, 9:30 - 3 and 
the new Hall St. Market, which begins 
Wednesday, June 17 in the parking lot of 
the Recreation Complex. Market Fest, a 
series of evening markets on Baker Street, 
runs June 26, July 24 and August 21, 
from 6 - 10 pm. Contact the EcoSociety 
for info, nelsonoutdoormkts@gmail.
com or 354-1909.

Deb’s BISTRO 
ON THE GREENS

Hello out there all you food fans and 
friends. Last week I found myself on the 
road to Nakusp in the company car with 
classical music blaring out the speakers. 
It was raining, and then it wasn’t. A 
pattern we all know.  

I was on my way to BISTRO 
ON THE GREENS, which is the 
new name for the restaurant at the 
Nakusp golf course. A couple weeks 
ago my friend Deb Guest took over as 
manager and head honcho in the kitchen. 
Deb re-named the place BISTRO ON 
THE GREENS. Her daughter-in-law 
suggested the name, and that was that. 
In fact, there’s a lovely and soothing 
view of greens and rolling fairways. It’s 
a comfortable place.

Deb, who, as always, was busy in 
the kitchen, greeted me and told me 
she’d have a few minutes to chat after 
I’d eaten. Also in the kitchen were 
Lindsay and Claire. Lindsay helped me 
find a table and handed me the one-page 

straightforward menu. To me this meant 
low ‘menu-stress,’ and when Lindsay 
told me one of the specials was a Roast 
Pork Sandwich I said: “That’s what I’ll 
have” thus reducing menu-stress to zero, 
and that’s the way I like it. I often order 
specials. They arrive sooner, and always 
seem to be good.

Deb has been cooking for quite 
some time. There were 14 kids in her 
family, and at age nine Deb began 
cooking for the entire family. Since 
then she’s always been employed in 
the cooking business. She loves it! In 
addition to running BISTRO ON THE 
GREENS she has her own catering 
business – Deb Guest’s Catering and 
Cakes, which keeps her busy making 84 
pizzas for a school lunch program, then 
turning around and making meals for 
14 girls soccer teams. Deb’s a busy gal!

But back to the straightforward 
menu at her restaurant. Breaky: meat 
or veggie egger w/hash browns; Bistro 
Breaky: bacon, ham, eggs and toast; 
Steak and eggs, plus various specials. 
Always look for the specials! Plenty of 
burgers to choose from. The meat patties 
are made with GROUND PRIME RIB. 
Hear that? GROUND PRIME RIB!!! 
Oh yeah! Chicken and Fish Burgers 
round out the list. Sandwiches from 
Fresh Roasted Beef Dip to Grilled 
Cheese. Between them you’ll find 
Clubhouse, Ruben, Monty Cristo and 
BLT. Salad? Try the Special Rice 
Noodle, Caesar or Greek. Add chicken 

or prawns to your salad. Go for it!
“Specials” are always available. 

Just check the blackboard for the current 
delight.

Speaking of specials, my hot pork 
sandwich arrived with a large Caesar 
salad. The sandwich came atop a thick 
slice of bread (from Sappho’s Bakery 
of course). The pork was suffused with 
a sweet thick gravy, and the aroma 
really got a hold on me. (Deb told me 
later the secret was apples and onion). 
The Caesar salad passed my famous 
patented ‘Eyeball Test.’ This sandwich, 
I must say, was the highlight of my day. 
I had to ask for another slice of Sapphos 
bread to soak up every last drop of the 
succulent gravy. Did I lick my fingers 
or the plate? No one knows ’cuz no one 
was watching.

Ladies’ night at THE BISTRO is 
Tuesday, men’s night is Thursday. Deb 
says “men eat meat, women eat pasta.” 
Last Wednesday of the month is Ethnic 
Night with Thai, Chinese, Mexican or 
Greek food.

Open seven days a week, fully 
licensed, and wheelchair friendly, 
BISTRO ON THE GREENS is a good 
bet for anyone. Deb says: “You can have 
a healthy lunch or a deep fried lunch. 
Whatever you like.”

The food is excellent, the view is 
lovely and relaxing. Deb says: “Make 
hay while the sun shines.” Make some 
hay at BISTRO ON THE GREENS. 
I’m going back there soon. See ya there!

Going down 
Slocan Lake

I’m able to get out on Slocan Lake 
all months of the year when water and 
weather conditions are favourable. The 
short, cold days of winter keep me close 
to New Denver and Silverton, but as 
the days lengthen into spring I get more 

ambitious and curious. Fishing doesn’t 
much interest me, but I like exploring the 
shorelines and beaches, and sometimes 
beachcombing driftwood or neat rocks.

I’m very involved in the functions 
of the marina in New Denver and kept 
my clunky old motorboat in there all 
winter, getting out occasionally, though 
I mostly kayak in winter because it’s 
warmer – or at least less cold… Recently 
I put my new boat in for the season and 
on Mother’s Day Sunday the weather 
was perfect for a trip to Slocan City. The 
trip one way can take about an hour at 
moderate cruising speed, depending 
on how rough the lake is or how much 

debris and wood is floating out there.
One significant spot in the lake is 

midway across, just north of Silverton, 
because from here you have the longest 
view up and down the lake, some 40 
km, but also at this point the lake depth 
reaches the maximum of 978 feet or 
about 300 metres. I have a neat map 
from the Fish and Game Branch of 
September 1966 when the entire lake 
bottom was sounded for depth contours 
by lowering a measuring line in more 
than a hundred locations. Rest assured 
that the lake is not bottomless, it only 
goes as deep as the Silverton Lookout is 
high above the water.

Midway to Slocan from Silverton is 
Enterprise Creek, where there’s that new 
dock for the five cottages way up the cliff 
above. This dock is a real engineering 
feat and has eight slips for the use of 
those folks, but I feel it also serves as 

a helpful point of refuge if you get into 
trouble along this rugged stretch of the 
lake. Straight across the lake from here 
is the now famous ‘Valhalla Mile,’ which 
will become provincial parkland along 
the west side of the lake. For some reason 
this side of the lake has the sandy beaches 
and the ones along this mile are superb. 

I enjoy pulling into Slocan City with 
its excellent breakwater, dock and launch 
ramps. Just a short walk gets you to the 
store and café, plus there’s a nice public 
beach to enjoy. I bumped into an old 
friend and took her for a fine little boat 
tour of the old highway and to the bluffs, 
then scooted over to Evans Creek as well. 
Several boats were out fishin’ but the lake 
is still awful cold for swimming, or even 
wading around.

I always waste a lot of time on the 
return leg to New Denver, stopping at 
the beaches, waterfalls and trailheads 

of Valhalla Park. It seems so wrong 
that funding has been cut for the Park 
Ranger positions and hopefully some 
solution will be arrived at. The park 
gets considerable use through the 
summer period and the combination of 
unsupervised use with the often unruly 
nature of Slocan Lake, is a recipe for 
disaster…

That old chart I have from 1966 has 
some other novel numbers to consider 
and I enjoy poring over old data in 
the time-honoured way. Those guys in 
September of 1966 also determined the 
mean depth of the lake to be 561 feet and 
the perimeter of the lake to be 275,880 
feet. As well, the area is 17,121 acres and 
the volume 9,620,736 acre feet, so there 
y’go. Big, deep, cold and clean.

Peter Roulston owns the Bicycle 
Hospital in New Denver and moved there 
six years ago to enjoy the lake. 358-2133.

Bistro on the Greens
at the Nakusp Golf Course

“You can have a healthy lunch or a deep fried lunch. Whatever you like.”
-Deb Guest, manager

250-265-3585
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HEALTH
Hand & Soul Healing Centre

Chiropractor, Larry Zaleski, D.C.
Mondays & Fridays - Silverton

Every other Wednesday in Winlaw or Nakusp
Counsellor/Healing Facilitator

Sue Mistretta, M.A., CCC.
358-2177 Silverton & Winlaw

 Passmore
 Laboratory Ltd.
Water Testing • Flow Measurements
CAEAL certified to test drinking water
We’re in the Valley at: 1-250-226-7339
Jennifer & Tony Yeow passlab@xplornet.com

RESTAURANT/WINE & BEER

Ann’s Natural Foods
Ann Bunka

- 358-2552 -
805 Kildare St., New Denver

• Zack Graphics & Inks •
Printer Sales ~ Discount Inkjet Cartridges
Photo Papers ~ Guaranteed Inkjet refills

eBay Marketing ~ Digitial Design

250-358-2111 • izack@telus.net
612 Josephine St. • Box 292 • New Denver, BC V0G 1S0

Beside Slocan Park Service
2976 Highway 6, Slocan Park

Wine & Beer Making Kits 
to satisfy all budgets!

Winlaw Brew-Op

5972 Cedar Creek Road, Winlaw • 226-7328

Take-Home Kits, or Brew it with us!
Open 11:00 to 6:00 Tues. to Sat.

    WINTER HOuRS
      8 AM - 9 PM

QUALITY PIZZA anytime!
265-4880
Air Conditioned

93-5th Ave. Nakusp
Non-Smoking

laceNick’s

P
Seven Days a Week!

Open Tuesday - Sunday
9 am - 4 pm

Main St. New Denver 358-2381

Specialty Coffees, Teas, 
U-Brews and Kits for Home
                    • Open Every DayNAKuSP  265-4701

Slocan Village Market
Groceries, fresh produce, fresh meat, 

Agency Liquor, organic foods, 
in-store deli, in-store bakery.

Open 7 days/week, 9 am - 8 pm
Slocan, BC • ph:355-2211 • fax: 355-2216

Lemon Creek 
Lodge & Campground

Year-round facility
Licensed Restaurant
Open Thurs - Sun

5 PM - 8 PM
1-877-970-8090 tfn

www.jonesboysboats.com
Ainsworth, British Columbia

4080 Hwy 31 N
Call: 1-877-552-6287

(250) 353-2550 Fax (250) 353-2911

HARBERCRAFT

lESTER KOENEMAN
Phone 265-3128 or

24-hour Fax 265-4808
Broadway St. Nakusp

Ph: 359-7111  Fax: 359-7587
www.playmorpower.com

Playmor Junction hwy 6 & 3A
1043 Playmor

ENGINEERED WITH YOU IN MIND

PAulA CONRAD
HOME: (250) 358-2707

Selkirk realty
265-3635

Free Consultation

E-mail: paulaconrad@royallepage.ca
Website: www.royallepage.ca/selkirkrealty

HuB INTERNATIONAl 
BARTON 

INSuRANCE 
BROKERS

For all your 
INSuRANCE 

needs
265-3631

1-800-665-6010

NEW DENvER  
358-2443 358-7292

Your Local Grocer

SILvERTON

The Apple Tree 
Sandwich Shop

Soup, Sandwiches & Desserts
358-2691

Mon. - Fri. 7 A.M. - 4 P.M.
Sat. 11 A.M. - 4 P.M.

 GROCERY • HEALTH FOOD

RECREATION

PROFESSIONAL SERVICES

REAL ESTATE

Advertise in the Valley Voice. It pays!!!
Call 358-7218 for details • email: valleyvoice@netidea.com

BUSINESS DIRECTORY
Colour/B&W Laser Printing/Copying • Digital Photography

Word processing • Scanning • Faxing • Binding • Laminating
CUSTOM CARDS • BROCHURES • CALENDARS • NEWSLETTERS

The best selection of photo cards of local views anywhere
1007 Josephine St. (Box 298), New Denver

Ph. 358-2435     essay@direct.ca     Fax 358-2607

Tammy Peitzsche
“Your Valley Realtor”
   - Competence
   - Integrity
   - Results
Free Market Evaluation
isoldit@shaw.ca
250 365-9640

¶

• Health Products, healing sessions
• New Age cards & books
• Sensual products

320 BROADWAY ST. NAKuSP  265-3188

Health Centre

¶¶ ¶¶¶

Re-Awakening

Kootenay Restorative 
Justice 

working toward 
restoring balance 

and healthy communication in 
our communities

krjustice@wegcss.org

Bosun Hall 
For all occasions with 
rates to suit your needs. 
Rentals of tables, chairs, 
dishes. Bev 358-7771 or 
carolbellbc@yahoo.ca

MASSAGE THERAPIES
Myofascial, Swedish, lymphatic, Joint Play, Craniosacral, 

Visceral, Somatoemotion, Chakras, Nutrition etc.
MTA rates (low income consideration)

also MSP, WCB, ICBC & care plans
Garth R. Hunter, R.M.T.

Slocan Health Clinic - Thursdays
250-358-2364 • Mobile & Office

Susan L. Yurychuk • 250-358-6804
By Appointment Only • New Denver

myofascial release • deep tissue massage • relaxation massage

MASSAGE

Stone Massage • Deep Tissue  
Salt Glows • Mud Wraps & More

CLASSIFIED ADS
MUSICIANS/BANDS WANTED for 
this year’s SoundVibes compilation CD. 
Entries must be in by June 15th. Contact 
Serpico Audio for details @ 354-1451 or 
info@serpico.ca.
MOUNTAIN SKY SOAP Seconds Sale: 
Hard soap and now liquid soap seconds, 
lip balms and gifts, May 23, Saturday, 9-5, 
2276 Hwy #6, Crescent Valley.
SPRING FEST 2009. Join us Saturday, 
June 6 at the Memorial Hall in Silverton 
for a Spaghetti Dinner and enjoy the rest of 
the evening with Four Enjoyable, Diverse 
Kootenay Bands—Swing, Country, Folk, 
Classic Rock and Blues. Something for 
every taste! Tickets are $20.00 for the 
Spaghetti Dinner (Meal serviced at 5:30 
pm) and the Evening’s Entertainment. Only 
100 Spaghetti Dinner and Entertainment 
Tickets available! After 6:30, admission to 
the Spring Fest $5.00 at the door. Tickets 
are available at Silverton Building Supply 
and Mountainberry Foods. For more 
information please contact Kathy (250) 
358-2852. Please Watch for the Posters!
NEW DENVER FRIDAY MARKET 
happens every Friday, June through 
September, 10 am to 2 pm. Locally grown 
produce, flowers and herbs with a unique 
selection of Kootenay artisans wares. Info: 
250-358-7733.
DON’T FORGET TO MARK YOUR 
CALENDAR - the annual Nakusp and 
District Fall Fair is scheduled to take place 
at the Nakusp Sportsplex Auditorium on 
Saturday, September 12, sponsored by 
Arrow Lakes Arts Council. A complete list 
of competition categories and divisions will 

be announced later in the summer, along 
with other entertainment details. Table 
reservations, $25 are now being accepted. 
For more information contact the Fair 
coordinator at 265-0075.
M E M O R I A L  F O R  D AV I D 
HASLEBACHER. Silverton Memorial 
Hall. Saturday, May 30. 1pm onward. 
Live music.
W.E. GRAHAM Community Service 
Society Annual General Meeting - 
Thursday June 18, 2009 at 3:00 PM In 
the Library at W.E. Graham Community 
School, 915 Harold St. Slocan  BC. 
Everyone Welcome.
WINLAW FARMERS’ MARKET, 
Sundays 10 – 2. Opens May 31. Vendors 
wanted, call Kim 226-7862 or Sam 226-
6942.
AVON OPEN HOUSE – Sunday, May 
24, 2-4 pm, 301 6th St., Silverton. Great 
specials, door prizes. Come, browse, enjoy 
a cup of coffee/tea.
CIRCLE ROUND - Evening storytime 
for families with young children; Winlaw 
StrongStart Centre, Thursdays May 14th 
to June 18th, 6:30 to 7:15 pm. This is a 
free drop-in program, part of the Nelson 
Public Library Outreach program at Winlaw 
School. Families may borrow materials 
from the Nelson Public or Winlaw School 
library collections. The library service is 
open 6:30-8:30 pm, Thursday evenings 
until the end of June.  Call 226-7217 for 
info. 
THE KOOTENAY DANCEBEAT 
Society presents The Bill Lynch Blues Band 

(aka the Lazy Poker Blues Band) Saturday, 
June 13th, 2009 at the Junction Church, 
South Slocan, 8-11 pm. Limited tickets, 
$12.00. Refreshments, mixers, door prizes. 
Tickets 250 365-0590, 250 352-7999 or 250 
358-2448 www.dancingbeat.org.
M A U R E E N  A N D  R A C H A E L 
HODSALL at Hidden Garden Gallery, 
May 20-25. Opening May 22, 7-9 pm.
MUSIC AT THE MANOR: Miss Quincy 
and the Ramblers, plus Soleil Main. May 
31, 8:00 pm. Tickets $20. Call Howard 
250-358-2216.
ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 
- Of the Slocan Valley Heritage Trail 
Society, who oversee the Slocan Valley 
Rail Trail. Wed. May 27th. WE Graham 
School Library, Village of Slocan. New 
memberships - 6:30 to 6:50 p.m. AGM - 
7:00 p.m. Info? 1-888-683-SVRT. 
T R I C K S T E R  T H E AT R E  A N D 
WINLAW SCHOOL present an evening 
of theatre on Friday, May 22nd at 6:30pm in 
the Winlaw School Gym. After a week long 
theatre residency, the students of Winlaw 
School will be performing 3 theatrical 
pieces based on the themes of community 
values and global citizenship. Please join 
us for a theatrical experience that’s sure to 
be fun for the whole family.
‘INGRAIN’ - Selkirk College Fine 
Woodworking year end show. May 22 - 
24. Location: 378 Baker St. - Friday, 9:30 to 
9 - Saturday, 9:30 to 6 - Sunday, noon to 4. 

AuTOMOTIVE
1995 TOYOTA TERCEL - pictures 
and details see http://members.shaw.ca/
jrandomluser/mycar.html $1950 obo. 250-
359-7880.
1981 CHEV 1/2 ton truck: 2wd, 350 eng, 
ps, pb, trailer tow package. Reliable truck. 
$ open to offers. Phone: 250-265-2108.

BuSINESS OPPORTuNITIES
WANT TO START YOUR OWN 
BUSINESS?  Community Futures 
offers business counselling and start-up 
information. Appointments available in 
Nakusp and New Denver. Contact Farhana 
Dumont at 265-3674, ext. 205 or email 
nakusp@futures.bc.ca. 

CARD OF THANKS
WHAT A SUCCESS!!! For John Flynn. 
Benefit Dance, Auction and Bake Sale 
held on May 2, 2009 in Slocan, BC. 
Special Thanks to: Linda Hicks, Mike and 
Vince, our Super Band, and all sponsors, 
volunteers and donators. What a wonderful 
community...hats off to you all!!!! 

Helen and Helma
OUR SINCERE THANKS to the Friends 
of Koch Creek and the many talented and 
generous artists who donated to the silent 
auction at the April 25 Glacier Creek benefit 
at the Vallican Whole. Your support is much 
appreciated. It was a good feeling to know 
we are not alone in wanting to keep our 
rivers wild.

Thanks also to the amusing ‘bugs’ 
whose wonderful skit gave us laughs and 
another perspective on losing creeks!

There is one more thing we can all do 

and it costs nothing, but it does have power. 
Affirm daily: “Glacier Creek is unique – 
May it keep flowing free.” There is power 
in thought and every little bit helps. Just 
change the vibrations to put a ‘Whoa’ on the 
privatization of our public waters.

Together we can make a difference. 
Thanks again to all who helped make the 
evening such a great success! Think about 
it – keep our rivers wild.

The Grabowskys
Rainbow’s End Ranch, Glacier Creek

THANK YOU to everyone who participated 
in the Nakusp & District Chamber of 
Commerce BUSINESS & CAREER EXPO 
-- Exhibitors, visitors, volunteers, door 
prize donors and event sponsors:  Arrow 
& Slocan Lakes Community Services, BC 
Hydro, Columbia Basin Trust, Columbia 
Power Corporation, Regional District Central 
Kootenay, Tamarack Signs, Village of Nakusp.
WE WOULD LIKE TO THANK 
the community of Nakusp for its help 
and support over the years. Nakusp is a 
beautiful place, but the people have made 
it our home. Thanks again for the well 
wishes and anniversary cards.

Nick and Edith Izairovich
COMING EVENTS

BOTTLE DRIVE, Sat. May 23, for 
Valhalla Wilderness Program, pickup 9 am 
to 12:30, Passmore to Slocan City.
S I L V E R T O N  G A L L E R Y 
COFFEEHOUSE, SATURDAY MAY 
23, 7PM. Featuring Jeremy Down, Soleil, 
Patrick Earl, Michael and Leah and others. 
Join us for a lively, fun evening.
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• Spring Cleaning • Home Detailing 
• House Prepping • Painting

Call now for your free consultation!
265-0241

Window 
Washing 
Gutter 

Cleaning 

HALL LUMBER 
& BUILDING SUPPLIES

Open Mon, Tues, Wed, Fri & Sat 
10 am to 5 pm

PHONE 250-269-0043
Find us at 280 Lower Inonoaklin Rd. 

Edgewood, BC

COLES RENTALS
HEATERS (PROPANE & ELECTRIC)

PLATE TAMPERS, JUMPING JACKS, REBAR 
BENDER JACKHAMMERS, HAMMER DRILLS, 

CONCRETE MIXERS, CONCRETE SAWS, 
TILECUTTERS, BLOCKCUTTERS, SCAFFOLDING, 

FLOOR SANDERS, NAILERS - ALL TYPES, 
LM ROTARY LAZER TRANSIT, GENERATORS, 
WATER PUMPS, COMPRESSORS, INSULATED 
TARPS, PRESSURE WASHERS, ROTO TILLER, 

PROPERTY PIN LOCATOR, CHIPPER/SHREDDER, 
GAS POST HOLE DIGGER, WOODSPLITTER 

...AND MUCH MORE!
PHONE 358-2632
1-888-358-2632

FOR ALL YOUR 
PROPANE NEEDS

359-7373
1-800-471-5630

Your local bulk dealer & service centre

• Registered Septic System 
designer and installer •
• Ready Mix Concrete • 

• Lock Blocks • Drain Rock • 
• Road Crush • Sand & Gravel • 

• Dump Trucks • Excavator • 
• Crusher • Coloured Concrete • 

• Site Preparation •
Box 1001, Nakusp, BC, V0G 1R0
Ph. 265-4615 • vieirac@telus.net

Installation and maintenance 

call Jim Berrill
(250) 359-5922

JEMS Propane Ltd.

ICF Building Products
“We provide Star Service”    

1-888-289-4731

EQUIPMENT RENTAL

Tradesman Electric
commercial • residential 

new construction • renovations
Reliable friendly service

Free Estimates Call Steve 226-7163

CONSTRUCTION • HOME • GARDEN 

YOUR VALLEY COMFORT AND BLAZE KING DEALER 
SPECIALIZING IN WOOD/ELECTRIC, WOOD/OIL AND 

WOOD/GAS COMBINATION FURNACES
Certified • Insured

COMPLETE SALES 
SERVICE AND 
INSTALLATION

Slocan City, BC • (250) 355-0088
website: www.kootenayfurnace.com

email: kfurnace@netidea.com

P&L Flooring Sales
265-9955

Locally owned & operated in Burton 
Serving the Arrow & Slocan Lakes areas

Hundreds of styles to 
choose from!!

BUSINESS DIRECTORY

Legendary Meats 
Bulk - Beef, Pork, Buffalo 

and Sausage Sales
Custom Cutting & Sausage Making, 

Curing & Smoking of Bacons & Hams
Spring & Summer Hours: 
Open Wed., Thurs. & Fri. 

9 am till 5 pm
Phone: 226-7803

2826 Hwy 6 • Slocan Park

MEAT CUTTING
Crescent Bay 

Construction ltd.
Eric Waterfield — Construction

Nakusp, BC • Ph. 250 265-3747 • Fx. 250 265-3431 
• Email cresbay@telus.net

KF PowerVac
Duct Cleaning & Duct Sanitizing

Local: 355-2485 • Toll-free: 1-888-652-0088
email: carrie@netidea.com

Peter’s New & Used Windows & More
Sales & Installations

• Energy Efficient Vinyl & Wood Windows •
• Residential Installations & Renovations/Upgrades •

• Wooden & Metal Doors •
Peter Demoskoff • Cell: 250-608-0505

Tel: 250-399-4836 • Fax: 250-399-4831

BAKERY
Sappho’s Bakery
Rear, 309 Kildare St. New Denver
Thurs – Sat, 10 am – 2 pm, 5 – 8 pm
Pizza,  Fresh Bread Daily
358-2119

Certified Organic Bedding Plants
Selected Perennials
9:00 - 5:00 Daily, 

april through June

Perry Siding  •  355-2459
7231 Avis Rd.

WRITER/EDITOR

Oso Renewable Energy
Empowering you to harvest green, free, locally sourced energy!
Solar Hot Water, Solar Electric, Microhydro 

Back-up power - Design and Installation
A capital Investment with reliable returns

Oh so durable tools for a secure energy  future

Kip Drobish  (250) 358-2660 
www.OsoSolar.com

Advertising doesn’t cost. 
It Pays!

CONSTRUCTION
FOUNDATIONS • FRAMING
ROOFING • RENOVATIONS

Experienced Professionals
H. & L. MANCIA CONSTUCTION • PO BOX 97 • 

NAKUSP, BC • V0G 1R0 • PHONE: 250-265-4525

This space could be yours for 
$10.00 + GST per issue.
Call 358-7218 or email: 

valleyvoice@netidea.com
for details

CLASSIFIED ADS

Personal Classified Ads 
start at $8.00

Call 358-7218 for details

FOR RENT
AVAILABLE IMMEDIATELY, Nice 
15 x 20 office or gallery located next to 
the Silverton Building Supplies. $250.00/
Month + small utility. Call 250-358-2293.
NEW DENVER, 811 Kildare Street. 3 
bed, 2 bath. Centrally located near lake 
and school. Available June 1. $850/month 
+ util. References required. 250-358-7924.

FOR SAlE
MOUNTAIN CORAL PRODUCTS are 
available again in New Denver. Selling skin 
care bars and powdered Mountain Coral. 
Call 250-358-7171.
FOR SALE – older Okanagan small 
truck camper. Clean and functional with 
propane stove, fridge and heater. Jacks and 
other accessories included. Asking $450. 
Phone: 250-265-4093.
8’ FRONTIER CAMPER. 3 way fridge, 
stove, furnace, hydraulic jacks. Clean, no 
leaks. $1500 obo. 269-7462.
9 ½’ BIGFOOT CAMPER, 815 kg net 
weight, self-contained, excellent condition, 
$6,000. 250-269-7454.
FOR SALE: 4x10x10’/12’ long FIR 
BEAMS for sale (25). Some 3x10, also 
4x8. Primo quality. Call Craig 358-7279.
2 PERSON OCEAN GOING Southwind 
Seaward 21’ Kayak. Graphite Paddles, 2 
carts, life jackets, Kite, Skirts. $4000.00. 
250-358-2287.

FOuND
FOUND: HARMONICA on Hwy 6 in 
Slocan Park. Owner to identify. 250-359-
6670.

GARAGE SAlE
MULTI-FAMILY GARAGE SALE, 
furniture, household goods etc. Maple St., 
Fauquier. May 23 & 24 , 10 – 2.

GARDENING
Young Veg Need Homes – Elvendal Farm, 
bringing 12 years of commercial organic 
growing experience to the community. 
Greenhouse open most days. Table at 
SLGS benefit Sat.22, Friday markets, New 
Denver. We specialize promoting harvest of 
sunshine. 113 Reibin Rd., Hills, 358-2660.
WORMY CHERRIES? Use Kootenay 
Covers. Grow perfect, POISON-FREE, 
WORM-FREE CHERRIES! Also protects 
from wasps & birds. Re-usable. www.
kootenaycovers.com or call 353-2264. 
Available at Kaslo Building Supplies, 
Nelson Farmer Supply, Columbia Valley 
Greenhouses.

HEAlTH
YOGA AT THE DOMES - Starting June 
6th yoga will resume on Saturday mornings 
9:00 - 10:30. Everyone is welcome to this 
Flow class - easy postures inviting the body 
to open up and release its energy. Otherwise 
Yoga remains the same - Monday morning 
Flow 9-10:30 and Thursday afternoon 
Restorative 3:30 - 5:00. Open to all levels 
all the time. Look forward to seeing you 
there!  Madeleine (2475).
FULL SPECTRUM BODY WORK 
offers deep tissue and stress reduction 
treatments in the privacy of your own 
home. For additional info and to book 
appointments please call 358-6808.
PILATES WITH SUSAN in Nakusp 
- Discover this powerful, head to toe, 
workout for all fitness levels. Call 265-4952 
or visit my website at www.susanspilates.
com.

HElP WANTED
SANDON MUSEUM will have a position 
for a student starting in June. 30 hours 
per week, mostly dealing with public 
and introducing the museum in Sandon. 
Resumes to Sandon Historical Society, Box 
52, New Denver BC V0G 1S0.
THE SILVERY SLOCAN HISTORICAL 
SOCIETY is now accepting applications 
for a Museum Attendant for summer 2009. 
Eligible applicants must be registered 
full-time students during the preceeding 
academic year and intending to return to 
full-time studies this fall, and without a 
full-time summer job (ie: over 30 hours 
per week). Position subject to pending 
approval from Service Canada. $9/hour, 
30 hours per week. Start on or about 
June 21. Send resumes to Silvery Slocan 
Historical Society, Box 301, New Denver, 
BC V0G 1S0.

lIVESTOCK
KOOTENAY MOBILE POULTRY 
ABATTOIR - We slaughter chickens 
and turkeys. Food safety inspected and 
bagged. For the East/West Kootenays, 
turkeys not to be over 20 lbs. Employment 
offered. Call for slaughter schedule and 
employment. Please let us know ASAP if 
you’re interested in our services! Gerry, 
250-489-5798.

NOTICES
FOR INFORMATION ON AA OR 
ALANON MEETINGS contact Therese 
358-7904; John 265-4924; Tonio 358-7158; 
Dave 353-2658; Joan 355-2805; Dan 359-
7817; Bill 226-7705.

PETS
FROG PEAK PET RESORT – brand 
new facility – five indoor/outdoor 
kennels. 2-acre, fenced adventure 
park. On leash excursions. Owner 
experienced vet assistant. 250-226-7660. 
frogpeakpetresort@columbiawireless.ca 
www.frogpeakpetresort.com.

RECREATION
BALLROOM, LATIN, SWING Dance 
locally. Group classes, private lessons and 
wedding packages available. Professional 
instruction by Fran Wallis, Bronze Associate 
with Dance Vision, IDA. 1-250-358-2448.

SlOCAN VAllEY RECREATION
RAIL TRAIL POKER PEDAL - Sun. 
May 24th 11:00 am at the Gazebo, Slocan 
Village Beach
PRO-D DAY ART IN THE PARK - With 
Tim Farrugia. Mon. May 25th. 9:30 a.m. 
to 12:00 noon
WINES FROM THE WILD - Thurs. 
May 28th. 6:30 p.m. Arica Gardens B&B
RECLAIMING THE HEART - Vallican 
Heritage Hall. Sat. May 30th 9:00 am 
to 4:00 p.m.
INCREDIBLE BIKE & HIKE - With 
Shanoon Bennett, Sun. May 31st  10:30 
to 1:30 
IN A BIRDS WORLD - Learn about 
Avian life in the valley. Your Host. Joan 
Snyder. Tuesday, June 2nd 6:30 p.m. 
Slocan Park Hall.
EXPLORING COLLAGE - With 
Natasha Smith. Sat. June. 6th.
GIVING YOUR COMPOST THE 
ONCE OVER - With Betty Offin. Sat. 
June 6th. Vallican Whole

226-0008
Business Classified Ads 

start at $10.00
Call 358-7218 for details

SERVICES
RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL 
SEPTIC TANK CLEANING: “Serving 
the Valley” 7 days/wk, 24-hr. All-Around 
Septic Services, Don Brown (250) 354-
3644, emergency 352-5676.
ROGAN ELECTRIC Residential, 
commercial, industrial wiring. Local 
references available. All work guaranteed. 
“We get the job done.” 353-9638.

WANTED
VENDORS, CRAFTERS, & ARTISANS 
for Whatshan Lake Music Festival, July 10, 
11 & 12, 2009. Contact 250-275-4793 or 
manager@whatshan.com.

Nelson hosts fun day for 
families with young kids
submitted

On May 23, get ready for Kid Walk! The 
Nelson Early Childhood Advisory Council, 
with funding from Success By 6, plans a full 
day of fun and activities for families with 
young children. The event is designed to 
showcase services and offerings available 
to families and children in Nelson. Similar 
to Art Walk, events will take place at several 
venues throughout the downtown core. 
Workshops planned include drama, literacy 
and music. Also in the plans is a food fair 
where the Kids Café will allow families the 
opportunity to try local, organic and world 
foods; an outdoor vendor market, which will 
feature community vendors and products; and 
entertainment from local youth, children’s 
performers and incredible homegrown talent. 

For more information contact Amy 
Kelly at info@kidwalk.ca or 250-352-6786, 
or go to www.kidwalk.ca.
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Willow Home Gallery
Kitchen • Bed • Bath • Walls

with Kootenay Artisans

Beautiful. Practical. Affordable.
429 Front Street, Kaslo 250-353-2257

COMMUNITY

Fern’s
Now delivering to New Denver 

& Silverton on Saturdays!
Call me and we can arrange anything!
KASlO: Phone/Fax: 1-250-353-7474

WEST KOOTENAY
MACHINE SHOP

915 Front Street
Nelson, BC V1L 4C1
(Railway Side Access)

General Machining
Parts Repaired or 

Remanufactured

Shop Phone/Fax
250-352-2123

Dave Smith     Owner/Machinist

Slocan Auto &
Truck Repairs

24 hour towing 
BCAA, Slocan, BC  

355-2632

111 Mcdonald Drive, Nelson, BC
ph 250-352-3191

sales@mainjet.ca • www.mainjet.ca

NAKUSP GLASS
201 Broadway

265-3252
The clear choice for 
all your glass needs!

SALES & SERVICE
98 - 1st Street, Nakusp • 265-4911

OPEN 6 DAYS A WEEK
CHAINSAWS
• Stihl
• Husqvarna
MOWERS
• Snapper
• Toro
• Lawnboy

TRIMMERS
• Homelite
• Stihl • Toro
• Husqvarna
SMALL ENGINES
• Tecumseh
• Briggs & Stratton

AUTOMOTIVE • SMALL MOTORS • MACHINE SHOP
Caribou Service
(250) 265-3191

5549 Frontage Road
Burton, BC

24 Hr Towing and Recovery
Auto Repairs & Tires

Auto Parts

FLORIST

24 HOuR TOWING
1007 HWY 23, NAKuSP

PH: 265-4577

• welding repairs • full service 
& repair • licenced technician • 

radiator repairs & service • mobile 
service available • fast, friendly 

and

INDUSTRIES
Your Friendly neighbourhood Mechanic

•Automotive Electrical Specialist  •BC Certified Mechanic
• Certified Vehicle Inspector  •Small Engine Certified

(250) 353-2800 • 8845 Hwy 31 • Kaslo

MOUNTAIN VALLEY STATION
BOTTLE DEPOT

Slocan City • 355-2245
Open MON - SAT  9-5

Your “Bottle Drive” Specialists

CLEANING

RECYCLING
Mark Adams

Certified General Accountant
P.O. Box 279
New Denver, BC 
V0G 1S0

BUS. 250-358-2411

ACCOUNTANT
Beside Slocan Park Service

2976 Highway 6, Slocan ParkJEWELRY
Jo’s Jewelry

Custom work and repair in 
silver and Gold, by appointment

358-2134
new denver, Goldsmith Jo-anne barClay

Nakusp   265-4406

BCAA Towing

COMPUTER

ken@palmercomputerservices.com

Palmer 
Computer 
Services

- Repairs 
- Upgrades 

- Consulting
Microsoft Certified 
Systems EngineerPhone: 355-2235

Advertise in the Valley Voice
Your locally owned, independent 

community newspaper

This space could be yours for 
$10.00 + GST per issue.
Call 358-7218 or email: 

valleyvoice@netidea.com
for details

BUSINESS DIRECTORY

submitted
K a s l o  b u s i n e s s  o w n e r s , 

employees and residents have the 
opportunity to be the very first 
in BC to receive the WorldHost 
Fundamentals training, being offered 
on May 30 at Selkirk College in 
an all-day session sponsored by 
the Kaslo and Area Chamber of 
Commerce and Tourism BC.  

Certified WorldHost trainer Marg 
Craig will be delivering the training 
in Kaslo just after the official launch 
of the new course in BC. “WorldHost 
Fundamentals offers a crash course in 
customer service excellence relevant 
to all business owners and front line 
staff – it is definitely not restricted to 
the tourism sector,” says Craig, who 
is also the manager of the Nelson 
Visitor Centre. 

SuperHost was originally created 
for Expo 86. Since then, nearly one 
million people world-wide have 
completed SuperHost workshops and 
helped establish BC’s world-class 
reputation for service.  

WorldHost is being launched 
now in time for the 2010 Olympics, 
as a newly designed and updated 
version of SuperHost, building on 
its strengths, relevant to today’s 
customers and business environment. 
Participants will learn skills and 
techniques for customer service, 
as well as how to communicate 
effectively and efficiently for a 
positive impact on your bottom line. 
A business with more than 60% of 
its employees trained in WorldHost 
will be accredited as a Recognized 
WorldHost Business. 

“In challenging economic times 

Kaslo is the first BC community to receive the WorldHost Fundamentals training 
especially, one simple but effective 
way a business or community can 
differentiate itself and improve 
its economic performance is by 
delivering outstanding customer 
service across the board,” says Debra 
Hamilton, president of the Kaslo & 

Area Chamber of Commerce. 
WorldHost training will be 

offered 10 am – 5pm Saturday May 
30 at Selkirk College, Kaslo at $78 
for Kaslo & Area Chamber members 
or $100 for non-members. Pre-
registration is required. 

To register for WorldHost, 
contact Selkirk College, Kaslo at 
250-353-2618. 

The Kaslo & Area Chamber 
of Commerce, representing area 
businesses locally and provincially, 
is working on a number of initiatives 

that have been identified as key issues 
for local tourism and economic 
development. For more information 
on becoming a member or getting 
involved in supporting business 
initiatives important to your business, 
visit www.kaslochamber.com 

submitted 
The Fish & Wildlife Compensation 

Program (FWCP) and The Nature 
Trust of BC (TNT) are hosting an open 
house to share and collect information 
related to conservation planning for the 
Duncan-Lardeau Flats conservation 
properties. It will be held at the Meadow 
Creek Community Hall between 5 and 
8 pm on Thursday, May 21.

The properties, owned either by the 
BC Ministry of Environment or TNT, 
comprise seven parcels of land totalling 
about 530 hectares. 

“The goal is to develop an 
ecosystem-based strategic plan for 
all the properties, rather than looking 
at each parcel of land in isolation,” 
says FWCP wildlife biologist Ross 
Clarke. “The plan will be based on the 
principles of biodiversity conservation 
as well as best land management 
practices.” 

Representatives from FWCP, TNT 
and the local contract planning team, 
headed by Dennis Hamilton, will be 
on hand at the open house to answer 
questions about the planning process. 
The team is keen to hear from people 
regarding key issues and planning needs. 

During the summer the planning 
team will be in the field collecting 
baseline data about ecological conditions 
on the properties. It is anticipated that a 

Open house for Duncan-Lardeau Flats conservation lands
strategic plan and decision-support 
framework will be ready by this fall 
and, out of that, short term (five-year) 
and longer term (25-year) management 
planning direction.

“A wildlife management plan was 
developed in 1999 but since then new 

land has been added, and a broader 
strategic direction needs to be reflected,” 
says Hamilton. 

The open house will also include 
representatives from similar community-
based processes, including a Lardeau 
River watershed inventory initiative 

being co-ordinated by the Friends of the 
Lardeau River. 

For more information or to access 
a copy of the questionnaire about the 
Duncan-Lardeau Flats conservation 
properties, call 250-352-6874 or visit 
www.fwcp.ca

submitted
For the fourth year, Success By 

6 and credit unions are joining forces 
to share the joy of books with young 
children. During May, all branches 
of the Heritage, Kootenay Savings 
and Nelson & District Credit Unions 
are collecting gently used children’s 
picture books.

“Once children start school, 
their pre-school picture books are 
usually forgotten, so we ask parents to 
consider donating them to our Books 
for Kids initiative,” says Success By 
6 co-ordinator Kim Adamson. “Over 
the past three years we have collected 
and recycled approximately 2,000 
children’s books.”

Books can be dropped off at all 
credit union locations. They must be 
in good condition, and suitable for 
children under six years of age.

Success By 6 staff will travel 
throughout the region to local 
summer fairs and festivals and give 

Recycle books for kids at your local credit union
books away. 

“It’s a great way that we can 
contribute to the environment and 
encourage children to develop a love 
of books. We are so grateful to our 
credit union partners for providing the 

easily accessible drop off locations.”
For more information call 352-

6786 or 1-866-551-5437 and watch 
for the spring issue of West Kootenay 
Family to find out book giveaway 
dates and locations.

submitted
The Columbia Basin Culture Tour 

(CBCT) is a day long celebration of 
culture, taking place August 15 from 
10 am to 5 pm. The self-guided tour 
showcases local arts, culture and heritage, 
offered at no charge to the general public. 
Registrations are now being accepted 
from venues that want to participate in 
the CBCT. People are invited to pick up 
a tour guide/map and use it to visit artists’ 
studios, museums, art galleries, cultural 
centres and heritage sites throughout 
the Columbia Basin. This event is an 
opportunity to meet the people behind the 
scenes. Visit artists’ studios that may not 
regularly be open to the public, purchase 

Venues wanted for cultural tour
works directly from the artists, visit art 
galleries and museums to view special 
interpretive displays, demonstrations or 
performances or meet artists, curators 
and historians at the participating venues. 

Final venue registration deadline 
is May 29. Early registration (full 
registration package received by May 
11) is $40. Regular registration (package 
received between May 12-29) is $50. 

www.cbculturetour.com. 
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W e d d i n g  D r e s s e s  & 
Prom Dresses, Mother of 
the Bride & Bridesmaid 

Dresses, Cocktail Dresses, 
Custom Design & Accessories

1B-1801 Columbia Ave (above CIBC), 
Castlegar 250-304-1901,
info@kissthekootenaybride.ca 
www.kissthekootenaybride.ca

Win a wedding dress with Kiss The Bride and Jasmine Bridal! On June 13, 2009 KTB will host its first an-
nual Kissing Contest. The couple that stays lip-locked the longest wins a wedding dress from the Jasmine 
Bridal line (max. value $1100). Couples must pre-register and can drop by or call the store for more details!

I am having a 

HUGE MOVING SALE! 
• 50% off all Urban Ragz Dresses, Jeans, 
   Bathing Suits, Shoes/Boots, Accessories, T’s. 

• Even Racks, Display Cases and 
  Mannequins Must Go!

   May 29 • 30 • 31 
   ONLY  12 - 5 pm!

Everything must go!

501 Harold Street • Slocan • 250-355-0040

by Jan McMurray
What are we going to do about 

Sandon?
This question came up during the 

Area H North OCP process, and was 
discussed at a meeting on May 14 at 
Knox Hall among Sandon property 
owners, Area H Director Walter Popoff, 
and RDCK planning staff, Meeri 
Durand and Tom Dool.

Popoff indicated that because 
Sandon has important heritage values, it 
needs to be given special consideration 
in the context of the OCP process. 
He called this meeting to get some 
direction from the community on what 
this special consideration should look 
like. Durand added that the RDCK was 
moving away from doing community 
specific OCPs. 

Five options for Sandon were 
presented at the meeting:

1) Deal with Sandon in the Area H 
North OCP (at a later date through an 
amendment). 

Sandon planning meeting results in request for BC Heritage presentation
2) Create a Development Permit 

Area for Sandon in the OCP.
3) Have an addendum to the OCP 

for Sandon, based on the draft OCP 
done for Sandon in 1996 that was never 
adopted.

4) Develop a heritage conservation 
plan by following the process set out by 
BC Heritage.

5) Do nothing. 
The decision made at the meeting 

was to have a representative from BC 
Heritage come to make a presentation. 
All reports that have been done on 
Sandon will be forwarded to the heritage 
branch beforehand to help them come 
up with some realistic options to present 
to the community. 

Myles Berney, Sandon property 
owner and president of the Sandon 
Historical Society, spoke in favour of 
following the BC Heritage process. 
“They know the best practices and have 
funding that either RDCK or Sandon 
Historical Society could apply for,” he 

said. Another plus about the program, 
from Berney’s perspective, is that it will 
identify all authentic sites in the Sandon 
area, including things like trails and old 
tram towers up in the mountains.

Durand added a couple of more 
positives to going the BC Heritage 
route. Acknowledging that there are 
many building constraints in Sandon 
because Carpenter Creek is an 
alluvial fan, Durand said that heritage 
designations through BC Heritage allow 
for flexibility in the building code and 
for private property owners to apply 
for funding. She said BC Heritage may 
also be able to help determine how to 
protect heritage values in Sandon, while 
making it economically feasible to live 
there without relying solely on tourism.

Sandon property owners Hal 
Wright and Veronika Pellowski spoke in 
favour of a living heritage community. 
Wright indicated that he would like to 
be able to make a living in Sandon, and 
said a critical mass was needed to make 
his business profitable. Pellowski feels a 
critical mass of buildings in the townsite 
is also needed to hold people’s attention 
and effectively tell Sandon’s story. 

However, Wright reported that 
Barkerville and Fort Steele were 
struggling, even with all the resources 
available to them. He also said that 
government officials had made it clear 
at a meeting in 1988 at the Tin Cup Café 
that Sandon would never get a financial 
commitment from government because 
Barkerville and Fort Steele were bigger 

commitments than the government 
could handle.

Dan Nicholson from the Sandon 
Historical Society said, “I think we have 
a chance to do something wonderful 
and unique in Sandon, and I don’t think 
we should try to replicate Barkerville.” 
He suggested a walking trail through 
the townsite, with interpretive signage, 
including historic photographs, along 
the way. He also said he thought it was 
important for the crown land in Sandon 
to stay in public hands.

Former Area H Director Don 
Munro had initiated a process for the 
RDCK to acquire the crown land in 
Sandon for a regional park.

Wright said he didn’t think the 
RDCK was in a position to take on 
a liability as big as Sandon, with a 
$13,000 regional parks budget. He 
said perhaps a provincial park or a 
joint venture between the Province 

and Regional District would be more 
realistic. He wanted to know how 
private people would be bought out if 
Sandon were to become a park. “If the 
park idea is going to be pushed, what 
are they going to do with people with 
investments? I am not about to see my 
property made worthless,” he said.

Director Popoff explained that he 
put a hold on the regional park idea 
for Sandon because there is no plan or 
funding in place to support the idea. He 
said a survey would have to be done 
first, which would cost about $75,000. 
He suggested that step one would be 
to contact BC Heritage, and to look at 
the park as the next step “if everyone 
buys into it.”

Steve Phillips, representing 
Klondike Silver, said the company 
favours the ‘do nothing’ option for now, 
as they would like some time to get up to 
speed on the planning issues in Sandon.

Wayne George of the Action Society for Aboriginal Peoples and Audrey Repin of Columbia 
Power pose with students at Mount Sentinel School who participated in the society’s spring 
camp. The students hold examples of the drums they made – one of the activities facilitated 

by First Nations elders and artists to help aboriginal children and youth learn more about their 
culture. A similar camp was held in December; Columbia Power was a sponsor of both camps. 

For more information about the Action Society for Aboriginal Peoples, call 250-399-0025. 

submitted
Footsteps Eco Adventures opens 

June 1, offering a variety of activities in 
the West Kootenay, from backpacking 
adventures to bird watching. “These 
fun filled tours will have an educational 
focus to help raise awareness of the 
importance of preserving the integrity 
of the pristine Kootenay environment,” 
says business owner Leah Brown of 
Crescent Valley. 

Footsteps tours will involve 
backcountry hiking in the parks, 
mountain bike touring in the valley and 
beyond, special wildlife viewing events, 
and lake paddling to remote boat access 
only camp spots.

New eco tourism business opens
Brown has dedicated her life to 

learning outdoor skills and recreating 
in the wilderness. Her university 
background is in the natural sciences. 
She has worked as a snowboard 
instructor, activity leader for ESL 
students, cycle and kayak guide, tour 
leader for multi-day adventures on 
Vancouver Island and has designed and 
led tours for hostels. “Recreating in the 
outdoors creates feelings of confidence 
and inspiration. Not only is it great for 
physical fitness, but it opens your mind 
and soul as well,” she says.

Contact Leah at Footsteps 
Eco Adventures: 250-359-7642 or 
litleleahbrown@yahoo.com.


