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by Jan McMurray
In a huge show of community 

support for WE Graham School, 
almost 50 people turned up at a 
budget meeting on May 26 at the 
school board office in Nelson.

They came to make it very 
clear to the board and senior 
management that they do not support 
the reconfiguration of WE Graham 
School, particularly the re-location 
of the Valhalla Wilderness program 
for grades 9/10 students to Mount 
Sentinel Secondary School. This 
same message was expressed in a 
petition containing 750 signatures, 
and in many letters to the board from 
WE Graham students and parents.

“It was community spirit at its 
best,” commented Barb Lindsay, 
Slocan Valley trustee.

As it turns out, the Valhalla 
Wilderness program will stay at WE 
Graham because enough students 
have applied to attend the program 
next year. However, this was not 
confirmed until after the meeting, 
so the board and senior staff got 
to hear many parents and students 
speak about how much they value 
WE Graham School and the Valhalla 
Wilderness program (VWP). 

Students described the VWP as 
“life altering,” and one was in tears 
as she urged the board to keep the 
program in Slocan. Many people 
explained that the program cannot 
be moved, as it is very much “made 
in Slocan” – bike trails have been 
developed closeby and the lake is 
used for activities such as canoe 
rescues.

Slocan Mayor Madeleine 
Perriere was there to tell the 
board and administration that WE 
Graham is “more than a place to 
be educated.” She said that without 
the successful Valhalla Wilderness 
program, families would have one 
less reason to move to Slocan. She 
said the school is truly the heart of 
the community, with many services 
on the school grounds, such as WE 
Graham Community Service Society, 
a youth centre, day care, computer 
lab, summer camps, drug and alcohol 
counselling, the food bank and a 
skatepark. “This is what makes 
our community vibrant, and saving 
$93,000 in your budget could kill all 
of that. I urge you to reconsider this 
drastic cut and give Slocan a chance 
to consider strategies.” Perriere also 
invited the board to have its next 
meeting in Slocan.

Brian DeBiasio, Director of 
Human Resources, explained that 
the reason the board was looking at 
re-locating the VWP was not to save 
money, but to save the program. 

He said that, as in all the schools in 
the district, there have to be at least 
14 students in a special program to 
cover the cost of the teacher. He said 
there were not yet 14 applications 
for the VWP for next year. “This is 
an important program that we’d like 
to see continue and we will have to 
relocate it to where we can get the 
numbers,” he said. 

Slocan community members told 
the board that the program almost 
always has a waiting list. One parent 
indicated that the board was looking 
for confirmation of enrolment too 
early – the deadline for applications 
is in June, and the application process 
is fairly involved. Also, one parent 
had spoken with the VWP instructor 
the day before and there were 13 
applications with three pending. 
One Slocan woman at the meeting 
said she found it “disturbing” that 
senior staff at the school district 
had not provided the board with this 
information.

A suggested solution to boost 
enrolment at the program was to 
offer a northbound bus up the valley 
to Slocan. One woman suggested 
that the board survey Mount Sentinel 
students to see how many would join 
the VWP if there were a bus. “It’s 
unfair to say we don’t get enough 
applications – we don’t get enough 
support,” she said.

Community members also offered 
to help. A WE Graham Community 
Service Society employee said the 
society would be willing to send 
surveys out to every mailbox. One 
man said the community would be 
willing to fundraise for the school. He 
said Slocan was a “tight community” 
and had raised thousands of dollars 
for local families in crisis.

Although the VWP is intact, the 
school’s teaching staff is being cut 
from about six teachers this year 
to about four next year. DeBiasio 
explained at the meeting that the 
projected enrollment at WE Graham 
next year for K-8 justifies only two 
classrooms. This year, there are three: 
K-3, 4-6 and 7-8. DeBiasio said this 
was why they had also suggested 
that the grades 7s and 8s join Mt. 
Sentinel next year. However, the 7-8 
class has been developed to prepare 
students for the VWP, and the school 
would like to keep that class as is. 
WE Graham principal, Brent Cross, 
indicated in an interview that despite 
the cut in teachers, the school would 
manage to keep all its programs 
intact.

The reconfiguration of WE 
Graham was one of many items the 
board has been looking at in order to 
cut about $675,000 from its budget 

for next year. At this point, it looks 
like there will be six fewer teachers 
and three fewer administrators in the 
district in 2009/10. Administrator 
positions are being consolidated; for 
example, the principal position at 

Jewett Elementary in Meadow Creek 
will be taken over by the principal 
and vice principal at JV Humphries.

“There will be adjustments 
in all areas – bus driving routes, 
tradespeople. Largely because of 

Slocan overwhelms school district board room with passion for WE Graham
declining enrolment, we are asking: 
how can we run more efficiently?” 
said Superintendent Pat Dooley. 

School District No. 8 is predicting 
a decline in enrolment of about 90 
students.

A wide variety of starts from several area farms were available at New Denver’s Garden Festival this year, held May 23. 
Janet Quesnel of Janet Planet Garden Care donated hanging baskets to raffle off – winners were Nikta and Melva. 

In a huge show of community support for WE Graham School, almost 50 people turned up at a budget meeting on 
May 26 at the school board office in Nelson.
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by Jan McMurray
The  Glac i e r /Howse r 

independent power project 
application is moving forward 
to the next step in the process 
– a 180-day formal review by 
the Environmental Assessment 
Office (EAO). The re-submitted 
application received approval 
from the EAO on May 27.

As a requirement of the 
formal review, public meetings 
have been scheduled for Kaslo 
on June 23, Meadow Creek 
on June 24 and Invermere on 
June 25.

No meeting has been 
scheduled for Nelson, despite 
many requests. A news release 
issued by the West Kootenay 
EcoSociety on May 29 states, 
“Conservation groups… have 
repeatedly requested that Nelson 
be included as a location due to 
its centrality and accessibility 
within the region. AXOR Inc. 
and the EAO have so far rejected 
this request committing only to 
hosting public meetings in the 
communities of Meadow Creek, 
Kaslo and Invermere.”

Simon Gourdeau of AXOR 
says people do not have to 
attend a meeting to provide 
input. “There will be a 45-day 
comment period, and anyone can 
send in a written submission,” he 
said. He pointed out that “people 
often feel they don’t have time 
to say what they want to say 

during the question and answer 
period at a public meeting,” and 
added that written submissions 
carry more weight than verbal 
statements.

Gourdeau encouraged 
people to look at the EAO 
website, where all the public 
comments will be posted, as well 
as the project application.

After the 45-day comment 
period, the proponent will 
have 21 days to respond to the 
comments.

The  G lac i e r /Howse r 
project proponent submitted 
an application to the EAO 
on May 30 last year that was 
not accepted, due to missing 
hydrological and fisheries data. 
The revised application was re-
submitted about a year later, on 
May 6, 2009. The proponent held 
a public meeting in November 
in Meadow Creek and one in 
Kaslo in January to present key 
changes made to the application 
over the one-year period. 

The gist of the information 
at those meetings was that 
the project footprint had been 
significantly reduced – most of 
the roads had been removed from 
the plan and the transmission line 
route had been altered to avoid 
as much old growth forest as 
possible. Also, the secondary 
intake at Behrman Creek for the 
Howser Creek facility had been 
removed.

Glacier/Howser IPP going 
to public meetings

by Jan McMurray
Not one, but two events are 

being planned in celebration of 
the Valhalla Mile.

“It’s time to celebrate!” 
exclaimed Lorna Visser, 
coordinator of the fundraising 
campaign to purchase the 
155-acre piece of Slocan 
Lake waterfront and add it to 
Valhalla Park. “We raised $1.5 
million in 10 months – that is 
unprecedented in the world of 
land conservation.”

Both celebration events 
will be held on Canada Day, 
tying in with Silverton’s July 
1 celebrations. In the evening, 
there will be a dance at Memorial 
Hall that Visser describes as a 
“blow your socks off, rock the 
house party!” In the afternoon, 
a ceremony will take place in 
conjunction with the Silverton 
youth awards at 2 pm at Dewis 
Park. 

As of March 31, the transfer 
of the Valhalla Mile property title 
was a done deal. “It is now the 
property of the BC government 
and is part of Valhalla Park and 

Valhalla Mile celebrations scheduled for Canada Day
is protected in perpetuity,” said 
Visser.

T h e  p r o p e r t y  h a s  a 
conservation covenant on it 
that says the parcel can never 
be developed. This is precedent 
setting – it is the first time in BC 
that a conservation covenant has 
been placed on provincial park 
land. Visser said that Wayne 
McCrory from the Valhalla 
Foundation and Bill Turner of 
The Land Conservancy (the 
two organizations involved in 
the fundraising efforts) went to 
Victoria to negotiate the covenant 
with BC Parks at the end of 
March. “This was a significant 
accomplishment,” she said. “It’s 
very unusual for the government 
to accept land that has a covenant 
on it.”

Contributors to the purchase 
of the property, appraised at 
$1.625 million, were the BC 
government ($700,000), the 
vendor of the property, Burkhard 
Franz of Silverton, who made 
a $325,000 Ecogift under the 
Ecological Gifts Program 
of Environment Canada, 

the Columbia Basin Trust 
($250,000), BC Hydro Fish 
and Wildlife Compensation 
Fund, the BC Trust for Public 
Lands, the Regional District 
of Central Kootenay, the 
Toronto-Dominion Friends of 
the Environment Foundation 
($10,000), the Friends of West 
Kootenay Parks ($1,000) and 
other environmental, naturalist 
and  ou tdoo r  r ec r ea t i on 
organizations, and personal 
donations from hundreds of 
members of the public.

“Thank you so much to the 
hundreds and hundreds of people 
who donated and convinced 
their friends and relatives to 
donate, who organized events, 
contributed to the silent auction, 
wrote songs, held dances, played 
music, hosted dinners, made 
food, wrote thank-you notes, 
helped with mail-outs, sold ‘Give 
Us An Inch’ certificates... the list 
of ways that people participated 
is long! The groundswell of 
support from our community has 
been nothing short of incredible. 
We truly live in the best place on 

earth and the people of the Slocan 
Valley obviously want to keep it 
that way.  The Valhalla Mile is 
is our collective achievement, 
all of us working together and 
contributing our unique skills 
and talents,” said Visser.

 “To protect the Valhalla 

Mile and have it added to the 
park was one of the dreams of 
my sister and environmental 
colleague Colleen McCrory, who 
passed away two years ago, so 
this acquisition gives us great 
joy,” said Wayne McCrory. “We 
would particularly like to thank 

members of the public for the 
huge groundswell of support. 
Special thanks goes to people in 
the Slocan Valley, Vancouver and 
Victoria who gave generously, 
organized fundraising events and 
contributed lots of hard work to 
making this acquisition happen.”

by Katrine Campbell
About 40 people showed up 

at what might be the last public 
hearing on the Area H North 
Official Community Plan (OCP) 
before it’s adopted. The Bosun 
Hall in New Denver was the site 
of the formal May 30 meeting, 
chaired by Area H director Walter 
Popoff.

Planner Meeri Durand said 
that after submissions were 
received from the public, the 
meeting would be adjourned 
and no more would be taken. 
The draft plan – version 11 – will 
go to the RDCK board June 25. 
The board then has three options: 
approve it as is, amend it and hold 
further public hearings, or decide 
against an OCP entirely.

North Valley OCP nears the finish line
She explained that an OCP 

was a guideline, not a law. There 
is no mechanism for enforcing its 
suggestions, unless communities 
ask for zoning bylaws for specific 
areas.

All but three of the people 
who spoke were in favour 
of the OCP. The gist of their 
submissions was that without the 
plan, residents were at the mercy 
of developers and outsiders, 
whereas the plan would give 
residents some say as to what 
happens.

Those who opposed the plan 
generally felt they didn’t want 
to be told what they could do 
on their land, with Pat McCrory 
saying Canada is a free country, 
and the process was “a total 
waste of time and taxpayers’ 
money.”

Werner (Venna) Mengler 
viewed planning as people 
wanting to protect what they’ve 
got and not allow any industry or 
new jobs in the area.

“What we do [here] is not 
going to affect the environment 
in any way,” he said. 

Dan Nicholson, who sits on 
the Sandon Historical Society, 
asked why Sandon had been 

removed from the OCP, and said 
he wanted it back in. He asked 
who requested the deletion, 
and why. Durand refused to 
name anyone, but said three 
Sandon property owners felt the 
OCP did not adequately protect 
Sandon’s heritage values and 
wanted something more specific 
to Sandon.

Sam Tichenor said he liked 
the plan because it came from 
the grassroots, and noted there 
was a misperception that “the 
government is forcing it on us.

“I’ve had conversations with 
people who are against it, but 
they haven’t even read it…[not 
reading it is] an abdication of 
democratic responsibility.”

He added that “people who 
don’t live here own 40 per cent 
of the land, and that’s outside of 
our control already.”

Liza Ireland, who chaired the 
Advisory Planning Committee 
for the OCP, said the plan had 
gone through many drafts 
because of the many different 
perspectives that it took into 
account. She urged Popoff to 
champion its adoption because 
“we do have a lot of incoming 
pressure” to develop. 
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Have you had 
a Spiritual 

Experience?
                           
                              • Explore dreams, visions, 
                                   and divine love
                           • Try a spiritual exercise
                           • Share your stories and 
                                    experiences!

Free Workshop
Saturday, June 13 

2:30-4:00 pm
Bosun Hall • New Denver

For more information: www.eckankar.org

THE ANNUAL GENERAL 
MEETING

of the Arrow Lakes 
Hospital Foundation

will be held at 
7 pm on Monday, August 10, 

2009 in the Hospital Cafeteria.
Elections will be held to fill 

Director positions: 3 for 3 years
In order to vote at the 

Annual General Meeting, 
new members need to obtain 
their $1 card from a Director 

or at the hospital desk, before 
July 10, 2009.

For Further information, 
write to Box 284, Nakusp or 

call 265-3515.

Courses for retired people 
to be explored in Nelson
submitted

A public meeting on June 9 at 
the Nelson Library will explore a 
proposal for a non-profit ‘Learning in 
Retirement Society’ for the Nelson area. 
The society would provide low cost 
educational opportunities for retired 
people beginning in mid-September. 
The courses would be offered mostly at 
Silver King campus during the daytime, 
and taught by volunteer instructors, 
most of them retired people.

Selkirk College Continuing 
Education is in support of this venture, 
and has agreed to list the courses in 
its September calendar. For more 
information contact Birthe at 250-825-
9471 or birthe@netidea.com.

I have solar powering my life, when are you 
going to come into the sunshine?

3NEWS

by Jan McMurray
F o o d  s e c u r i t y  s t a r t s  i n 

communities.
This point came up over and over 

during a ‘fishbowl dialogue’ between 
four local experts, Redfish School 
of Change students, and community 
members at a discussion forum in 
New Denver May 23.

The event kicked off Redfish 
School’s inaugural year. This six-
week environmental and social 
justice leadership program started in 
New Denver and moves to Vancouver 
Island, with visits to innovative 
sites along the way. Sixteen post-
secondary students from all across 
the country and from a variety of 
disciplines are enrolled. One of the 
school’s instructors is New Denver 
resident Nadine Raynolds.

Local experts at the forum 
were Abra Brynne of the BC Food 
Systems Network; Aimee Watson, 
North Kootenay Lake Food Security 
Co-ordinator; Jon Steinman, host of 
Deconstructing Dinner radio show; 
and Corky Evans, former Minister 
of Agriculture.

The first question for the panel 
was: “What are the most important 
steps to be taken toward tangibly 
achieving food security?”

Steinman replied, “What the food 
system needs is more participation 
from communities and people who 
live in communities. For so long, 
we’ve gotten our food from the 
grocery store. To go beyond that, we 
need to be more engaged from food 
to plate – this is one of the first steps.”

He spoke about the Community 
Supported Agriculture (CSA) model 
as a way for communities to be 
engaged. In a CSA situation, people 
buy shares in a local farm at the 
beginning of the season, and receive 
food throughout the season in return. 
He said that in one of the CSAs he 
belongs to, he goes out to work on the 
farm once every two weeks, helping 
the farmer cut down on labour costs. 
He said that the grain CSA out of 
Creston had been very successful, 
and as an added bonus, local sailors 
came forward to transport the grain 
from Creston Valley to Nelson. “We 
never envisioned transporting it in 
a fossil free way, but that’s what 
happened,” he said.

Gary Wright, Mayor of New 
Denver, spoke about New Denver 
council’s attempt to set policy 
around food security. Council put 
proposals for a community farm and 
community restaurant on the table 
during recent budget discussions. He 
said only two people were in favour 
of these ideas, and everyone else felt 
they should be initiatives of private 
enterprise. “Even those people 
who are most into organic farming 
said they didn’t want government 
involved.”

This led to much discussion 
about government policy.

Watson pointed out that Canada 
had signed on to many policy 
documents that support food security 
nationally and internationally, but 
that virtually nothing had happened 
on the ground as a result. “If it’s top 
down, we will never be food secure,” 
she said. “Until we can work at a level 
where we are empowering ourselves 
to grow our own food in the backyard 
and to buy local – keeping money in 

Food security discussion stresses bottom-up community approach
community to support farming – we 
will never get there.” She said there 
are two different ways of feeding 
ourselves, and the supermarket way 
is not working, but is functioning 
because the trucks are still coming. 

Brynne gave a general overview 
of how some food policies have 
failed. She said that the industrialized 
food system has forced farms to be 
big and more efficient, and yet the 
average net income of a Kootenay 
farmer in 2001 was $5,000. “Farmers 
get less than they got in the Great 

Depression,” she said. In the global 
food system, food recalls are global, 
and small farmers have been crushed.

When one student asked what 
we should be doing to try to change 
this, Corky Evans replied, “It would 
be good if there was a political 
party in Canada that gave a shit.” 
He said that farming is basically off 
the public agenda, and encouraged 
people to try to convince one of the 
existing political parties to make it 
part of their platform, or to invent a 
party that would make it part of their 

platform.
Steinman emphasized the 

importance of a ground-up approach. 
He said examples of grassroots 
efforts were municipal pesticide 
bans and the GE Free Kootenays 
campaign, which is an effort to create 
a region that is free of genetically 
engineered food. So far, Nelson, 
Kaslo and Rossland have signed on.

As for what individuals can do, 
Brynne said that we must “make 
steps every day toward where we 
are going,” and gave the example 

of not going to chain supermarkets. 
Steinman agreed, saying it has taken 
him 10 years to get to the place where 
he eats only locally produced food. 
Watson advised, “Every time you 
pay for food, think about where your 
money is going – it always comes 
back to money.”

by Katrine Campbell
After months of pleas for 

someone to step forward and join 
the badly depleted New Denver 
ambulance service, seven men 
have answered the call, passed the 
interview process and are on their 
way to getting hired. The group still 
has to pass criminal record checks 
and, if necessary, upgrade their 
driver’s licence.

K e r r y  H e i d e m a ,  Tr e v o r 
Holsworth, Aaron Hallstrom, Gary 
Parkstrom, Mike Koolen, Matthew 
Fry and Scott Rookes will join 
Sara Rainford, Karen Forsyth and 
Joe Matthews on New Denver’s 
ambulance team.

The newcomers will start as 
drivers, Rainford says, and will take 
the emergency medical responder 
(EMR) course as soon as funding 
is available for one – she hopes in 
the fall. The course qualifies them 
to work as ambulance attendants. 
Regional superintendent Chris 
Mason added that “by the time they 
get through the assessment we may 
have an answer” on the funding.

“The public perception is that 
there isn’t ambulance service in 
New Denver,” Rainford says. “We’re 
operating on a minimal basis but we 
have had the ambulance running 
since early April. We want word out 
because people are scared there’s no 
ambulance.

“If you need help, call 911.”
Rainford praises Forsyth 

and Matthews for their long and 
dedicated service. Both are primary 
care paramedics, a step up from 
EMRs.

“Those two have held it together 
[by themselves] for three or four 
years. Someone would come on for 
a while, then leave, so they’d be back 
down to two people.”

At present, both are on medical 
leave, although Forsyth, a 20-year 
veteran, is due back this month 

Seven new crew for ND ambulance
as unit chief on light duty only. 
Matthews, with 11 years of service, 
is still out of action.

Rainford added that Chris Schick 
from Slocan does some shifts here 
when needed.

• BC Ambulance Service’s 
website says: “Working as an EMR 
is an entry-level, community focused 
position that is ideal for people who 
live and work in a rural or remote 
area and have a desire to make a 

difference. BCAS employs EMRs 
on an on-call, part-time basis. 

“During their shift, EMRs carry 
a pager at an hourly rate of $2, at 
which time they have the freedom 
to pursue other work and activities. 
When called out, pay increases to the 
full paramedic hourly rate…BCAS 
may provide support for training at 
the EMR level.”
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Time for better 
bus service

Summer is almost here, but two 
years later there is still no news of a 
regular bus service for New Denver 
or talk of a coordinated bus service 
in the Valley. Traffic on Highway 6 
is increasing, fuel prices will too. 
When is Gary Wright going to get 
on the bus (issue)?

John Fraser
New Denver

Let’s stop the 
Kaslo Bay 
marina project

I am writing this letter mainly 
just to ‘get it off my chest.’ Kaslo 
Bay area is being destroyed all in 
the name of development. Nothing, 
perhaps, makes more difference 
to the look of a landscape than the 
presence or absence of trees. Our 
eyes have grown only too painfully 

familiar with the sight of large areas, 
formerly clothed and green, now 
made bare and devastated by ruthless 
felling.  

Bernie Penner of Kaslo Bay 
Developments commented in a story 
in the November issue of the Valley 
Voice that his triplex development 
going up in the bay was his ‘legacy 
project.’ I believe that those who 
wish to leave a legacy should do so 
in their own backyards, not in other 
people’s towns. We already had a 
‘legacy’ here in the bay, in the form 
of heirloom fruit trees, a former CP 
Rail working man’s house that had 
been in place for over 100 years and 
was surronded by the most beautiful 
lilac and other flowering bushes, and 
a lovely, tree-lined pathway starting 
in the bay and coming out by the 
Catholic church. Now, it’s all gone. 
By the time all 20 triplexes are built, 
there probably will be very few trees 
or other green things left in the Bay 
area, other than the well manicured 
lawns and small trees strategically 
placed by the developer.

And now, Mr.  Penner  is 
proposing a major marina in Kaslo 
Bay to accommodate the triplex 
owners’ personal watercraft. I think 
not! There are many people opposed 
to this major project. We do not need 
the added noise, fuel pollution and 
activity that a marina of this size 
would generate.

Kaslo’s mayor and council need 
to have a clear vision of what we 
want Kaslo to be – a mini-Kelowna 
or quaint, peaceful, beautiful 
Kaslo. We didn’t stop the triplex 
development from going through – 
let’s do all we can to stop this marina 
from becoming a reality.

Jackie Murdock
Kaslo

Not voting is 
a vote of no 
confidence

The essence of the letters by 
Dan Nicholson and Will Webster 
in the last issue of Valley Voice was 
that all citizens in a democracy have 
a duty to vote. Many of the 52% of 
the electorate who didn’t vote in this 
last provincial election chose not to 
do so because, I believe, they find the 

present state of politics unacceptable.
All our parties when in power, 

despite their fine pronouncements 
when in opposition, follow a 
corporate agenda and to hell with their 
constituents. The standard of political 
debate has been dumbed-down to the 
level of attack advertisements and 
insults. Not voting is how citizens 
reject a system that does not represent 
them. I do think there are some good, 
honest politicians, but when things 
get serious they are sidelined and 
ignored by those who call the shots.

Will also said that people should 
“educate themselves about their 
choices.” Very true. I believe the 
problem is not the people who don’t 
vote, it lies with the people who do 
vote but who haven’t a clue about the 
world they are living in. 

Does it help democracy when 
PR companies are paid millions 
of dollars to fool people, and then 
those people vote accordingly? Is 
democracy upheld by the voting of 
people who don’t read any news on 
the internet, whose only source of 
information is the censored, sanitized 
and spun product that the corporate 
media feeds them? Unless we have 
a properly informed electorate, votes 
are not the true voice of the citizenry 
but merely the successful conclusion 
of propaganda campaigns.

As for passing laws to force 
people to vote, isn’t democracy 
supposed to be about freedom? If you 
have to force people to participate in 
your concept of freedom…need I say 
more ? How else do people protest 
not just a particular party but the 
whole system, except by not voting? 
The percentage of eligible voters who 
choose not to vote is our measure of 
the public’s lack of confidence in 
our political system, and I think it is 
serving a valuable function. People 
are talking about it.

The ball is in the politicians’ 
court. Here’s the deal. I’ll vote for 
you, and I’m sure many others will 
too, when you get honest and do the 
things you said you would when you 
were in opposition. You get my vote 
when you have the needs of your 
electorate at heart, not the demands 
of corporate power. I’ll tick your box 
if you raise the level of your debate 
to honestly educate us about issues, 
and abandon schoolyard sneering 
at your opposition. And finally, 
I’m your man when you respect 
the findings of good science and 
sociology even when they disagree 
with your ideology. Okay ?

Keith Newberry
Slocan
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Planning for success in Sandon
I love Sandon. It has always been one of my favourite places in the 

West Kootenay. I have worked in both the Prospector’s Pick and the Sandon 
Museum. I’ve eaten more meals at the Tin Cup Café than I’ve eaten at 
McDonalds. My colleague, Rob Riley and I, did most of the write-ups the 
currently grace the Museum’s walls. I’m proud of the contribution that I’ve 
made to preserving the history of our local ghost town. I sit on the Board of 
the Sandon Historical Society, and have run for the Board of Directors in 
every election since 1998. Sometimes I win, sometimes I don’t.

If properly developed, Sandon has an enormous potential, both as a 
tourist draw and as an educational tool for communicating our stories, our 
history, and our sense of place.

I don’t oppose a large-scale replication project in Sandon, but I feel that 
it is unrealistic at this time. It’s important to me that a large chunk of the 
townsite remain in public hands, and both federal and provincial governments 
have indicated that they are not interested in replicating the townsite.

Private landowners need to be respected, and accommodated, as much 
as possible , and I don’t believe that any development that would inhibit this 
project should be entertained. I was excited about the prospect of a regional 
park in Sandon, because I thought it would preserve the site, and provide 
opportunities for sensitive interpretation, that could only enhance the fortunes 
of both the businesses operating in the town, and the Sandon Museum.

I want a walking trail, that will lead you through the old townsite, with big 
signs that each display a single historical photograph and some text to tell the 
viewers what they’re looking at. The cool thing would be that the photograph 
would be displayed in the same place that the photographer was standing 
when he took the original picture. There’s so many great pictures of Sandon.

Tourists would be able to compare what was with what is (and take their 
own photo, if desired). It shouldn’t be that difficult to design a walking trail 
that would take an afternoon to walk around, including 24 or 36 historical 
photographs (depending on the number of shots in a typical disposable 
camera).

I would love to take credit for this idea, but it was first proposed to me 
by Ken Butler, who later told me that he got it from Steve Klapecki.

I like the idea, because it is doable, enhances the site, and doesn’t stand 
in the way of any future replication project. Signs are easy to pull out of the 
ground, and trails can be re-routed around replica buildings.

There’s a lot of unfinished projects up in Sandon. It would be grand to see 
the existing replica buildings finished with clapboard and gussied up with a 
coat of paint. It would be very cool to have some railroad interpretation put 
into the replica K & S station.

Dan Nicholson, publisher

Nakusp does 
great job 
hosting soccer 
tournaments

Nakusp looked good this past 
week as it hosted the sixth provincial 
Single ‘A’ girls high school soccer 
championship on May 28, 29 and 
30. This event doesn’t just happen on 
its own. My purpose in writing this 
letter is to pay tribute to the people 
behind the scenes, in particular the 
organizer, Rod Morrison, and the 
crews who groom the fields.

Rod Morrison conceived the 
idea of having Single ‘A’ provincial 
soccer competitions and quietly put 
in the hard work of promoting it over 

the last 12 years. (Single ‘A’ soccer 
for girls and boys means schools 
that have less than 80 students in 
grades 11 and 12; ‘AA’ is for 81-
225 students in grades 11 and 12; 
and ‘AAA’ for larger than 225.) 
The reason Rod created Single 
‘A’ is because small schools like 
Nakusp’s never had a chance to be 
in a championship tournament, let 
alone do well there.

With the single ‘A’ format, 
Nakusp boys and girls consistently 
excel. This year the girls finished 
7th out of 58 schools. Rod puts in 
literally hundreds of hours coaching, 
travelling and organizing soccer.

The combination of the Village’s 
Helen Zeleznik Memorial soccer 
and baseball facility and the school 
fields make holding championship 
tournaments possible. These fields 
are in good shape, thanks to the 
hard work of the Village and school 
grounds crews. The new top dresser 
and aerator, which was purchased by 
the Music Festival society, was put 
to good use and we can be proud of 
our facilities. 

In typical Nakusp fashion, 
many others from the community 
also contributed to make this an 
outstanding event.

Eleven teams from all over the 
province – from Fort St. James 
to Port Hardy, from Hazelton to 
Victoria – came for the three-day 
event. Each team came with about 20 
players and many adults. I estimate 
450 people enjoyed our beautiful 
village. Talking with players, parents 
and coaches I am left with the feeling 
that they all went home with very 
pleasant memories.

Single ‘A’ soccer has plans to 
increase participation from 12 to 16 
teams for the final competition. The 
extra soccer field now being built at 
the high school will be ready for next 
spring’s competition. Keep your eyes 
on the boys’ competition this fall 
because Nakusp has a good crop of 
talented boys.

Gene Nagy
Nakusp
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Options for Sexual Health
together with

BC CANCER AGENCY
is sponsoring:

NAKUSP PAP
DAYS 2009
Call 250-265-3122 to book for

June 13, 2009 & September 19, 2009
Confidential PAP Screening and clinical examination 

performed by Options female Registered Nurses
Child-minding & financial reimbursement for travel available 

upon request

611 Broadway
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by Jan McMurray
• Corky Evans, retired Nelson-

Creston MLA, was presented with 
a jacket bearing the RDCK logo in 
appreciation of his efforts during his 
many years as MLA.

• A delegation from the Kootenay 
Lake Hospital Foundation attended 
to ask the board to contribute start-
up funding towards the purchase of 
a CT scanner, as part of the newly 
announced renovation project at 
the hospital. The foundation has 
launched a campaign to raise $1.5 
million for the CT scanner, and is the 
largest project KLHF has ever taken 
on. The foundation reps suggested 
that the board provide 20% of its 
Community Development Funds 
(BC Hydro grant-in-lieu money) for 
2009, which is about $200,000, and 
a further $100,000 of the Columbia 
Basin Trust Community Initatives 
funding for 2010. The request was 
referred to the General Affairs 
committee.

RDCK board, May 21: Kootenay Lake Hospital Foundation asks for $300,000
• The building bylaw was 

amended. The good news is that 
larger greenhouses may now be 
allowed without a permit. The 
bad news is that penalties were 
increased to bring them in line 
with penalties imposed by other 
jurisdictions. Director Popoff was 
recorded opposed to this.

• The RDCK will be the lead 
local government applicant for 
the $1.2 million Spirit of BC 
Trail funding agreement for the 
Community Development Trust’s 
Job Opportunities Program, and 
the RDCK will enter into a contract 
with Katim Enterprises Ltd. in the 
amount of $1.2 million to administer 
all aspects of the funding agreement.

• Borrowing for the upgrade of 
the Ooteschenia landfill site was 
approved.

• The Wildsight ‘Beyond 
Recycling’ program will run at 
Winlaw and Jewett Elementary 
Schools in 2009/10.

Area H
• Now that the Rosebery Parklands 

property has been transferred to the 
RDCK, the next task was to set 
up a commission to manage the 
property. Rather than set up a new 
commission, the board decided to 
reconfigure the Rosebery to Three 
Forks Regional Parks Commission 
so that it takes care of both parks. 
The Commission has been re-named, 
‘Rosebery Parklands and Trails 
Commission,’ and the number of 
commissioners has been increased 
by two. It is now a 13-member 
commission, comprised of five 
members recommended by the Area 
H director, one each recommended 
by the RDCK directors of Slocan, 
Silverton and New Denver, one 
recommended by the Rosebery 
Parklands Development Society, and 
the four RDCK directors mentioned 
above. The four directors are non-
voting members.

• As recommended by the Slocan 

Valley Economic Development 
Commission (SVEDC), Director 
Bell moved that the SVEDC apply 
to the RDCK to do a feasibility study 
on a multi-use trail between New 
Denver and Silverton, to be operated 
as a Regional District service. Chair 
Wright declared the motion out 
of order, as the purpose of those 
funds are to study the feasibility of 
establishing a new service, not an 
expansion of an existing service. The 
recommendation was referred back 
to SVEDC.

• The board has decided to 
withdraw its request for a review of 
the IHA Order to improve the South 
Slocan water system. Instead, it 
will ask IHA to reconsider the tight 
timeline set out in the Order (one 
year) to complete the work and to 
reconsider the requirement of a very 
high level of treatment for the system.

• A letter of support will be sent 
to the Slocan Lake Stewardship 
Society for their funding applications 

to continue with gathering of water 
quality data and foreshore assessment 
data on Slocan Lake.

• The board received a letter from 
the co-ordinator of the Hills Garlic 
Festival, asking for a letter of support 
for a CBT funding application for a 
project to look at biodegradable or re-
useable food service items at regional 
festivals. The board decided to refer 
this to the CBT for clarification as to 
whether local government support is 
a prerequisite for grant applications.
Area K

• Director Peterson’s Community 
Works Fund application for $125,000 
for the Nakusp Arena Geothermal 
and Solar Power Upgrade project 
was approved.

• Justamere Contracting was 
the only company that bid on the 
contract for waste collection services 
for residents of Edgewood/Burton. 
The RDCK will enter into a two-
year agreement with Justamere for 
$42,100 the first year and $44,205 
the second year.

• The RDCK will partner with the 
Edgewood Community Club in their 
application to Farm Credit Canada 
for $25,000 for a second fire storage 
building.

• The Fauquier Community Club 
was successful in its application 
to the CBT Community Initiatives 
fund for $29,809 to replace the 
community’s fire truck. The funds 
will be held by the RDCK in trust 
until the Fauquier Fire Brigade 
proves that they are ready to acquire 
a newer fire truck. This could take up 
to six years or more, depending on 
any future order from the insurance 
underwriter to upgrade.

submitted
Imprisonment for Removal, an 

exhibition of paintings and drawings 
by Nakusp artist Betty Fahlman, 
opened last Friday at Nelson's Oxygen 
Art Centre.

The exhibition title is inspired by 
the text on a British Columbia Survey 
stake that Fahlman found during 
walks among tree stumps and their 
exposed massive root systems at the 
old Arrow Park town site. 

Nakusp Artist Betty Fahlman’s new exhibit in Nelson’s Oxygen Art Centre
These documentary portraits 

depict how the stumps’ root systems 
have become more exposed with 
every lowering and rising of the Arrow 
Lakes Reservoir. Fahlman invites the 
viewer to see the destructive impact of 
the flooding of the lakes, even without 
knowing specifics of the history.

“Although beautiful, these eerie 
stumps stand in mute testimony to 
the powerful force of erosion and 
measure the destruction and loss 

of land caused by the fluctuating 
reservoir levels,” she says. 

In her essay about Fahlman’s 
work, Boukje Elzinga writes, “She 
has imprinted the land survey marker 
onto the surface of each painting, 
a marker which shows the crown 
of authority of the government, a 
settlement boundary location number, 
and the information that there would 
be '7 years of imprisonment' for 
anyone who dared to remove the 

marker.”
Fahlman uses a plaster-mix 

primer on the wood surfaces of 
the pieces to call attention to the 
roughness of wooden stumps and 
dryness of sand and she uses multiple 
thin layers of acrylic colour and 
varnish to give her landscapes depth. 

Fahlman’s 'artist talk' will take 
place June 12 at 7:30 pm. The 
exhibition runs from May 29 through 
June 27, 320 Vernon, alley entrance. 
Gallery hours are Wednesday 
through Saturday, 1-5 pm. For more 
information about Oxygen Art Centre, 
check oxygenartcentre.org.

The students of Winlaw School did a week-long theatre residency with Trickster Theatre at the end of May.

submitted
What is a secondary suite? 

What is a carriage house or garden 
suite? Where would you put it? Is 
it practical for your house? What 
about adding suites to commercial 
buildings? What are the rules? Is 
there any funding available?

Everyone is invited to an 
information session about secondary 
suites to be held on Thursday, June 4, 
7 pm at Selkirk College in Nakusp.

Canada Mortgage and Housing 
Corporation (CMHC) will be on 
hand to tell us about their Residential 
Rehabilitation Assistance Program, 
which provides grants for creating 

Secondary suites and carriage houses
suites.

Ulli Mueller, local architect, 
will talk about building code 
r e q u i r e m e n t s ,  a n d  Vi l l a g e 
Administrator Bob LaFleur will 
explain how the zoning and bylaws 
work.

This event is sponsored by 
Nakusp and Area Development 
Board, with the help of Selkirk 
College. For more information, 
contact Laurie Page at 265-4542.

Support the Valley Voice with 
a voluntary subscription

Only $10-$30 
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WANTED 
TO BUY: 

CEDAR AND 
PINE POLES
John Shantz

• 250-308-7941 (cell)

Please contact: Gorman 
Brothers Lumber Ltd.

250-547-9296

COMMUNITY

Next Valley Voice 
Deadline:

June 12,
 2009

The Corporation 
of the Village 

of Slocan
NOTICE – 
Invitation to Tender
T-09-001: Supply of Four-Wheel Drive, Wheel Loader

Sealed tenders, clearly marked on the outside of the envelope with 
the words “Tender T-09-001-Four-Wheel Drive, Wheel Loader” will 
be received at the office of the CAO, PO Box 50, Slocan, BC V0G 
2C0 until 2:00 pm, local time, June 25, 2009.  Tenders will be opened 
publicly at that time.

The Village is seeking bids on one (1) 4-wheel drive, wheel loader.

The Village reserves the right to reject any or all tenders, to waive 
defects in any bid or tender documents and to accept any tender or 
offer which it may consider to be in the best interest of the Village.  The 
lowest bid or any tender will not necessarily be accepted.

Tender documents may be obtained from BC Bid or www.slocancity.
com at no charge or from the Village Office, 503 Slocan Street, Slocan, 
BC.  Telephone: 250-355-2277 or fax 250-355-2666 

FATHER’S DAY 
SPECIAL at LEMON 

CREEK LODGE
Enjoy a prime rib dinner, 
featuring the music of Two for 
Trippen on Sunday, June 21. 

For reservations, please call 
355-2403 or 1-877-970-8090

by Leah Main
• UBC Agricultural student 

Dru Yates will host a community 
discussion on June 13 at Knox Hall 
regarding the possibility of using 
the former Denver Siding landfill 
as a community garden site. Her 
request to use Knox Hall free of 
charge was approved. 

•The New Denver and Area 
Volunteer  Fire Department 
requested a letter of support to 
ask Rogers Communications to 
add cell service to the Red Mtn 
internet towers in Rosebery and 
on Red Mtn Road. Pending a 
decision on arbitration through 
Industry Canada regarding New 
Denver’s opposition to the Telus 
proposal to install cell service 
on the New Denver CBC tower, 
council declined to support this 
proposal. Fire Chief Casley will 
be invited to meet with council 
regarding this issue at a later date.

• Hills Garlic Festival requested 
support from the Village for 

their application in conjunction 
with Nakusp Music Fest, Kaslo 
Jazz Festival, Starbelly Jam and 
Shambhala to Columbia Basin 
Trust for a project to minimize 
the environmental impact of these 
festivals. The project has three 
phases: Phase I – bulk purchase 
of biodegradeable food service 
products, to be made available 
at no cost to food vendors in 
2009; Phase II – research and 
development of a system for 
use of recyclable food service 
items; determining dishwasher 
requirements; investigation of IHA 
health requirements on recyclable 
plates; feasibility and effects on 
landfill vs. environmental gains; 
Phase III – implementation of waste 
reduction measures by requiring 
food vendors to use biodegradables 
and/or implementation of a 
recyclable system.

The correspondence indicated 
that local governments should be 
encouraged to develop policies, 
guidelines or bylaws enforcing 
these measures.

Council voted to support Phase 
I and II, but has concerns about 
Phase III, particularly regarding 

the timeline and enforcement 
issues.

• Council did not receive 
Human Resources and Skills 
Development funding for a summer 
student this year, as “the demand 
for funding exceeded the budget 
available in [your] constituency.” 
This is the second year in a row 
that funding has been denied for 
this reason.

• In his RDCK report, Mayor 
Wright announced that on May 
21, the RDCK board had voted in 
the bylaw establishing Rosebery 
Parklands Regional Park, to be 
administered by the Rosebery-
Three Forks Sub-Regional Parks 
Commission with Commission 
membership expanded by two 
members.

• Councillor Greensword 
announced that funding was 
approved at  the Kootenay-
Boundary Hospital Board meeting 
to contribute $1.5 million from 
hospital board reserves toward a 
$15 million Phase 1 renovation at 
the Kootenay Lake Hospital.

She also reported that there 
has been no announcement yet 
regarding Emergency Services at 
Slocan Lake Community Health 
Centre.

• Tracy Oldham was appointed 
to the Building Design Review 
Committee.

•  A c t i n g  o n  s t a f f 
recommendation, council turned 
down the Lee Hammond request 
for lane access to Lot 20, Block 62.

• The 2008 audited financial 
statement was received and 
approved.

New Denver council, May 26: 
Community garden discussion scheduled

On the evening of May 19 a 
single vehicle crashed on Highway 
6 near Silverton. There were no 
serious injuries but the pickup 
truck involved was destroyed. 

The driver, a male from 
Northern Alberta, was the lone 
occupant at the time of the crash. 
As he has not been charged under 
a federal statute, his identity is 
protected under the Privacy Act. 
It appears as though speed was a 
factor in this crash. Police do not 
know this man’s current location 
but he was spotted by RCMP in 
Nakusp on May 21.

Some time later, a local person 
called the Slocan Lake detachment 
and described encountering two 
adult women waving frantically 
along Highway 6 near Silverton 
Lookout that night. The witness 
and a companion stopped their 
car and the women got in, saying 
that a male wanted to kill them. It 
appears that the man was driving 
the truck which crashed around 

Transient trio keeps cops hopping, May 19
this time.

The good Samaritans began 
driving the women toward New 
Denver. The pickup truck soon 
pulled in front of the car and 
its driver approached on foot to 
confront the car’s occupants in 
a very aggressive manner, after 
opening the driver’s door and 
slamming it shut twice.

There were no injuries suffered, 
or threats made, but nevertheless 
the male was extremely agitated 
and incoherent, according to the 
witness. He did not block the car 
from driving away and ultimately 
the transient women were dropped 
off in New Denver.

Later that night, two separate 
vehicle thefts from New Denver 
were reported. Both vehicles were 
later recovered abandoned in 
downtown Nakusp; their owners 
were cautioned for illegally leaving 
their vehicles insecure. 

That same night, Nakusp 
RCMP were called out to a 

disturbance among a group of 
transient adults in downtown 
Nakusp. 

Police have linked all of these 
events together as associated to 
this travelling trio from Northern 
Alberta. None of the three are 
willing to co-operate with police 
in the investigations into these 
matters. Information is that they 
are bound for Alberta now as 
a group once again. Other area 
detachments have been advised of 
these circumstances.

Anyone with information 
relating to either of the vehicle 
thefts in New Denver is asked to 
contact either the Slocan Lake 
Detachment or anonymously call 
the provincial Crimestoppers 
agency at  1-800-222-TIPS. 
Police would also like to take this 
opportunity to remind residents 
to secure their belongings to 
prevent thefts, particularly with 
the seasonal influx of transient 
residents upon us. 

by Jan McMurray
• School District No. 10 will 

revert to the standard calendar with 
a one-week spring break for the 
2009/10 school year. 

At a recent calendar committee 
meeting, the Arrow Lakes Teachers’ 
Association and CUPE advocated 
for a one-week spring break, while 
the Parent Advisory Councils 
and administration favoured the 
two-week break. Spring break has 
been two weeks for the past few 
years, with a few extra minutes 
added onto every school day to 
make up the instruction time. 
Superintendent Walter Posnikoff 
reported that “some people may 
not have found the extra minutes 
per day very effective.” He said 
that facing a stalemate on the issue, 
the committee decided to revert 
to the standard calendar. He also 
said that the calendar is reviewed 
annually, so the district may go 
back to the two-week break in 
future.

The southern zone schools 
(Burton Elementary and Edgewood 
Elementary) will operate on a 
four-day week. This is not new 
for Burton, which has had a four-
day week for three years now, but 
is the first year for the four-day 

School District No. 10, May 26: one-week spring break next year
week at Edgewood Elementary. 
The Edgewood PAC put forward 
the proposal, to give families a 
free week day to schedule doctor’s 
appointments, etc, and to cut 
down on driving for staff who 
live outside of Edgewood. EES 
teachers support the change.

• Interviewing for the position 
of Lucerne School principal 
took place on May 28 and 29. 
There were two candidates for 
the position – a woman from Port 
Hardy and a man from Telegraph 
Creek. 

T h e  i n t e r v i e w i n g  w a s 
conducted with a parent and a 
teacher in attendance. The board 
is considering amending the hiring 
policy (Policy 4100) to exclude the 
parent and teacher representatives 
from the interviewing process, 
but has been urged by parents and 
teachers to leave the policy as is. 
The policy amendment was on the 
May 26 agenda, but was tabled to 
the next meeting. 

• As per the trend in the past few 
years, the biggest cut in the 2009/10 
budget will be teachers. At this 
point, it looks like the district will 
have three fewer teachers than this 
year. According to an analysis done 
by the BC Teachers’ Federation for 
School District No. 10, in 2001/02, 
there were 50.67 teachers and 
five administrators. In 2007/08, 
there were 39.17 teachers and five 
administrators. That was a 22.7% 
change in the number of teachers in 
a five-year period, and no change 

to the number of administrators.
• Enrolment district-wide is 

projected to be about 545.5 students 
for 2009/10, compared to about 603 

this year. All schools are projected 
to lose students – NSS is projected 
to have 213 next year, down from 
233 this year; NES - 197 next year, 

down from 214; LESS - 96.5 next 
year, down from 112; BES - 12.5, 
down from 14; EES - 27.5, down 
from 30.

Support the Valley Voice with 
a voluntary subscription

Only $10-$30 



June 3, 2009     The Valley Voice  7COMMUNITY

Team of the week

Slocan Valley Co-op
Genelle Division

Bulk Fuels • Heating Fuels
250-226-7433

Smokey Creek Salvage
24 HR TOWING

New & Used Auto Parts, Back Hoe Work, 
Certified Welding & Repairs, Vehicle Removal

WE BUY CARS & TRUCKS
359-7815 ; 1-877-376-6539

3453 YEATMAN RD, SOUTH SLOCAN

The Pee Wee Level of soccer (U7) has four teams playing in the Lower Slocan 
Valley this season. Featured is the “Hay Maintenance” team from Winlaw.

Front Row (Left to right): Loweel Elhers, Hazel Veerman, Willow Belanger, 
Evan Walker, Annabelle Hendy, Jessica Jacques. Back Row: Vaelin O-Sidhe, 

Torin Graham, Mason Schick, Riley Stewart, Cam Ervin, Tula Belanger. 
Coach: Lenny Veerman Missing: Sawyer Lunn & Mathew Jacques.

by Jan McMurray
School Distr ict  No.  8 is 

reviewing its bussing services, and 
has just finished a series of meetings 
to gather input from people around 
the district.

At the meeting at Mt. Sentinel 
on May 21, there was a presentation 
by the consultant hired to review 
the service. 

The review was done to determine 
if transportation services are being 
delivered fairly, and to identify ways 
to achieve efficiencies. “We’re trying 
to find a fair way to get the best bang 
for our buck,” commented trustee 
Lenora Trenaman.

The review resulted in eight 
recommendations. The first three 
generated the most discussion at the 
Mt. Sentinel meeting. These first three 
recommendations are: walk limits of 
2.5 km for elementary students and 
3 km for secondary students; walk-
to-stop limits of 2.5 km, and pick-up 
points approximately 2.5 km apart; 
and the discontinuation of out of 
catchment area bus service.

Each of these recommendations 
was followed by: “with some 
discretion for special circumstances.” 

One woman at the meeting said 
she felt this was “confrontational.” 
“You’ve made hard and fast rules 
and then we have to argue for 
safety,” she said, referring to the 
recommendation about walk limits. 
Larry Brown, Manager of Operations 
at the school district, replied, “The 
advisory committee has been clear 
that safety will not be compromised, 
and that’s why special circumstances 
are incredibly important.” He urged 
parents to let him know about their 
special circumstances.

The recommendation about 
discontinuing out of catchment 
area bus service was questioned 
by Shoreacres parents. Brown 
assured them that Shoreacres was 
in catchment for all intents and 
purposes, through an agreement 
with School District No. 20. Another 
woman asked if parents who live out 
of the catchment area could drive 
their children to a bus stop in the 
catchment area. Brown said this was 
fine, as long as there was room on 
the bus. He said students who live 
inside catchment areas would be 
given priority.

A recommendation that met with 
positive feedback was that the school 
district should explore a partnership 
with the Nelson Transit system to 
provide transportation services to 
secondary students. The consultant 
said that in Trail, secondary students 

School District No. 8 reviews bus service to find efficiencies
have been provided with bus passes 
for the past 18 years, and it has 
worked very well. He said the transit 
system offers more flexibility than 
the school bus for students who 
want to stay after school and do an 
extracurricular activity, for example. 
Also, students find the bus pass 
handy on the weekends, for non-
school related transportation.

Other comments from people at 
the meeting included disappointment 
that no parents were on the advisory 
committee except the District Parent 
Advisory Council member. “Parents 
should have been consulted right at 
the outset,” was the comment.

There was another comment that 
the recommendations are “very high 
level and generic” and that parents 

will not be able to respond easily 
to the public input questionnaire 
because they will want to talk about a 
specific route. One parent suggested 
that Brown come to the school her 
children attend and drive around the 
route with the parents. 

People also felt that the June 1 
deadline for public comments was 
too tight.

Trenaman assured parents that 
the board is interested in hearing 
from parents anytime. Brown said 
the PowerPoint presentation and 
the report are posted on the website, 
as well as the public comment 
questionnaire. He also pointed out 
that these changes would not be 
made overnight, but over years, and 
that it was an ongoing process.

by Leah Main
• Councillor Provan reported 

on the Memorial Hall project, and 
then tendered her resignation from 
council, citing communications 
difficulties with the mayor and 
administration. She left the meeting 
immediately following delivery of 
her formal letter of resignation.

• Councillor Bell volunteered 
to sit as Recreation Commission 
#6 alternate, which was held by 
Provan, until a new representative 
is appointed.

• Council brought out of in 
camera the hiring of Gary Willman 
as Interim Hall Manager for 
Memorial Hall, on a three-month 
contract. Mayor Everett stated that 
due to the increased workload with 
hall renovations, and increasing 
use of the hall, it is not possible 
for administration to adequately 
supervise the facility. Willman will 
receive 50% of hall revenues during 
the term of his contract, in exchange 
for time spent fulfilling the duties and 
responsibilities involved.

An open house will be held for 
community discussion on proposals 
for hall management before council 
makes a permanent decision on how 
to operate the hall.

• Silverton Community Club 
communications officer, along 
with Lorna Visser of the successful 
Valhalla Mile fundraising project, 
asked council for permission to 
use Dewis Park on July 1 for a 
presentation ceremony to which 
major donors and supporters 
(including the Ministries of 
Environment and Fish & Wildlife, 
CBT, and local governments) will be 
invited. Permission was granted for 
use of the park. July 1 celebrations 
will also include a sand sculpture, 
parade, fireworks and a family-
oriented dance at Memorial Hall in 
the evening.

• A Public Hearing was held 
regarding the Brian Mills application 
for amendment of the zoning bylaw 
to allow for a Genex Mining repair 
shop and corporate office on the 
family property at 410 Alpha 

Silverton council, May 19: Councillor Provan resigns
Street. Submissions regarding the 
application were reviewed, and 
council approved the application.

• Mayor Everett delivered the 
Public Works report on behalf of 
Foreman Leonard Casley. The 
Towns For Tomorrow grant water 
works project is well under way, with 
the second well already drilled and 
the pumphouse upgrade on schedule. 
The new reservoir is being tendered, 
and a trail has been roughed in 
toward a second footbridge to be 

located where the water line already 
crosses Silverton Creek. This project 
provides new employment for several 
local workers. Additionally, the new 
swimming dock for Cooper’s Beach 
has arrived and will soon be installed 
with help from the Fire Department. 
Twelve new picnic tables were 
purchased using Tourism Grant 
funds. In response to the Municipal 
Insurance Association concerns 
about creekside camping, a portion 
of the ball field fence was relocated 

to creekside between the footbridge 
and highway bridge. 

• Mayor Everett also reported 
that the annual audit went very 
smoothly, thanks to excellent work 
by staff. The audited statements were 
adopted at a May 13 special meeting, 
and copies are available through 
administration.

• George Harding from Arrow 
Lakes School District No. 10 spoke 
to council about the Aboriginal 
Enhancement Agreement. Our 
District is one of only four in BC 
which have not yet signed off on 
such an agreement, but Harding 
is hopeful that this process will be 
completed this year.

by Katrine Campbell 
Like many of her peers, Annie 

Collins of Hills, a grade 8 student 
at Nakusp Secondary, is concerned 
about the environment.

Unlike her peers, she has 
gone beyond recycling – she has 
gone global. Collins is Canada’s 
representative on the 10-member 
junior board of the United Nations 
Environment Program (UNEP); at 
home, she is in the NSS Sustainability 
Club and one of the principles behind 
the Village becoming a ‘fair trade 
town.’

She has attended international 
conferences in Montreal and 
Norway, and is now busy helping 
to organize the next UN Children’s 
Conference in South Korea. The 
2009 Tunza International Children’s 
Conference on the Environment 
will bring together about 800 10- to 
14-year-olds (and their chaperones) 
to discuss climate change and its 
effect on bio-diversity, water and 
sustainable lifestyle. 

Collins says her part in the 
organization of the conference is to 
review and comment on materials 
sent to her, and to propose speakers 
and topics. 

“It’s really cool and exciting to 
be involved in all sorts of things, all 
around the world,” Collins says.

Two weeks ago, she was a 
delegate at the World Environmental 

Hills girl acts locally and globally
Education Congress in Montreal. 
While there, she gave presentations 
to schools on what kids around the 
world are doing for sustainability and 
talked about the Nakusp club.

The four-day conference in 
Korea will culminate in resolutions 
to be presented at the December UN 
Framework Convention on Climate 
Change in Denmark. 
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Introduction to Horses
Day-Camp 2009

Camp 1~ ~   July 7, 8, 9  ages 4-6
Camp 2~ ~   July 14, 15, 16  ages 7-9

Camp 3~ ~   July 28, 29, 30  ages 10-12
Camp 4~ ~   August 4, 5, 6  ages 12+

Campers must pre register.  We will only be accepting a maxi-
mum of 6 campers per session, so sign up quickly.  Day-Camp 
sessions will run from 9am-4pm. Drop off starting at 8:30am 
and pick up till 4:30pm.  Day-Camp only $225.00 per session.

Lessons given by Equine Canada Certified Level 1 Coach.

Day-Campers will learn about: 
• English and Western Riding  • Horse and Rider Safety
• Brushing and Tacking • Horse Language
• Horse and Equipment Care • Horse Games
  • And much more!!!

Our Motto is: A safe, friendly and caring environment for all 
horse enthusiasts and their horses with solid, quality instruc-
tion to encourage and nurture the desire to learn and provide 
the means to achieve fine horsemanship.

Contact:  Faye Fox 
Equine Canada Certified 
Level 1 Coach, 
English and Western
1-250-265-4393

COMMUNITY

by Katrine Campbell
It’s a dream come true for kids 

– especially the ones who just love 
horses even though they’ve never 
been close to one.

Faye Fox will host three-day 
horse camps for kids this summer on 
her Summit Lake property. The focus 
will be on having fun safely.

“A lot of people hop on and 
ride, but they don’t know the safety 
aspects,” Fox says. “The camps are 

Kids and horses – a great summer activity
kid-oriented, for kids who have been 
exposed to horses and those who have 
never seen a horse before.”

Fox is a certified coach, both 
English and Western, and will show 
her campers both styles. The activities 
she plans are instructive and fun, but 
don’t include long trail rides.

“We introduce the kids to the 
parts of the saddle and tack, and to the 
parts of the horse. They’ll learn horse 
language – when not to approach 

a horse, such as when its ears are 
pinned back and its tail is swishing.

“The kids will learn about 
brushing, tacking and leading horses, 
and a little bit about equipment care. 
It’s all part of it – it’s not just the 
riding.

“The third day is fun day when 
we’ll practice the stuff we’ve learned 
and have a contest on the parts of the 
horse by sticking post-it notes on the 
horse!”

The four camps set up so far are 
July 7 – 9 for ages four to six; July 14 
– 16 for the seven to nine-year-olds; 
July 28 – 30 for the 10 to 12-year-
olds; and August 4 – 6 for ages 12 
and up. They run from 9 am to 4 pm.

The campers will bring their 
own lunch and snacks, and when 
they register will get a list of things 
to bring including a good helmet and 
boots with a heel (“rubber boots will 
work,” Fox says).

Registration is limited to six 
children per camp, with three 
assistants for the two younger age 
groups and two assistants for the older 
kids. The cost is $225, and there will 
be prizes and certificates at the end.Faye Fox will host three-day horse camps for kids this summer on her Summit Lake property.

submitted
The male harlequin duck is 

undoubtedly one of the most striking 
birds to be found in the Kootenay 
region. Although brightly coloured, 
this species is shy and may be difficult 
to spot. Harlequin numbers may be 
declining, and the status of populations 
is unknown in parts of the Columbia 
Basin. So, the public is being asked 
to participate in an inventory project 
by reporting harlequin duck sightings.

Funded by the Fish & Wildlife 
Compensation Program (FWCP), 
this project will provide an updated 
inventory of harlequin ducks in 
the Salmo Watershed as well as 
identify stewardship opportunities for 
harlequins in other rivers and streams 
across the Basin.

Male harlequins have slate blue 
breeding plumage with bold white, 
black and chestnut markings on their 
heads and bodies. A crescent-shaped 
white patch at the base of the short bill 

Ten-year followup on harlequin ducks: sightings wanted 
and a round ear patch are distinctive. 
Its name originates from a character 
in traditional Italian comedy, the 
harlequin, who wears masks and 
brightly painted costumes. Although 
females are mostly brownish-grey, 
they too have distinctive white ear 
patches. 

Harlequins over-winter on the 
coast and migrate to the interior to 
breed. Roughly half the size of a 
mallard duck, they have an unmatched 
ability to swim in turbulent whitewater 
and dip and dive for aquatic insects. 
For breeding they select undisturbed, 
fast-moving portions of rivers 
and streams with dense riparian 
vegetation. 

“Females return to their natal 
streams and, once mated, the breeding 
pairs tend to return to the same nesting 
areas year after year unless these 
become degraded or disturbed,” says 
project manager Marlene Machmer 
of Pandion Ecological Research Ltd.  
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“Like the canary in the coal mine, 
harlequins are important waterfowl to 
watch, as they are sensitive to habitat 
changes and are therefore excellent 

indicators of intact freshwater 
ecosystems.” 

There are three ways in which 
the public can report sightings: fill 

in an online sightings form at www.
fwcp.ca, phone Marlene Machmer at 
250 354 0150 or email mmachmer@
netidea.com. 

by Katrine Campbell
Seven laid-off forestry workers have 

completed the first phase of a wildfire/
urban interface cleanup and have moved 
on to a second high-risk area.

Stephan Martineau of the Slocan 
Integral Forestry Co-Operative (SIFCo) 
says the crew spent four weeks up the 
Winlaw Forest Service Rd, where the 
fire load was high near the homes and 
buildings.

Now they’re working at Anderson 
Creek, close to Lemon Creek.

The crew reduces the risk of fire by 
pruning, and removing brush, small trees 
and other easily combustible debris from 
the forest floor. They also create access 
trails for firefighters in case they’re 
needed. 

Areas are assessed on proximity to 
homes, fuel load, forest type and level 
of consequences should a fire occur. 
The $221,675 project, administered by 

SIFCo working on reducing wildfire risks
SIFCo, is funded by the Community 
Development Trust Job Opportunities 

Program. It covers about 40 hectares 
in total.

Here’s the forest before SIFCo’s crew comes through.

And here it is after the work is done.

The male harlequin duck is undoubtedly one of the most striking birds to be found in the kootenay region. Male 
harlequins have slate blue breeding plumage with bold white, black and chestnut markings on their heads and bodies. 
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Susan L. Yurychuk • 16 Years Experience

250-358-6804
www.smarthealth.usana.com

By Appointment Only • New Denver

Stone Massage • Deep Tissue  
Salt Glows • Mud Wraps & More

SLOCAN VALLEY

Support the Valley Voice with 
a voluntary subscription

Only $10-$30 

VILLAGE OF 
SILVERTON

JOB OPPORTUNITY • TEMPORARY PART-TIME 
OFFICE ASSISTANT POSITION

Hours of work:   10:00 am to 4:00 pm
Days of work: Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday
Rate of pay: $15.00 per hour

Requirements:
• Completion of Grade 12 education
• Ability to deal effectively with the public
• Excellent word processing skills
• Ability to compose routine correspondence
• Good interpersonal and organizational skills
• Knowledge of standard clerical procedures
• Ability to use common office equipment
• Demonstrated computer skills in Microsoft Word, 
 Outlook and Excel

Please submit a hand written letter accompanied with a 
resume no later than 4:00 PM, June 15, 2009 to:
 The Village of Silverton
 PO Box 14
 421 Lake Avenue
 Silverton, BC V0G 2B0
Please submit your application by using the mail slot in 
the door of the Village Office if the office is closed.

The Village of Silverton would like to thank all applicants 
for their interest and advises that only those to be inter-
viewed will be contacted.

TWO FOR ONE SPECIAL at 
Lemon Creek Lodge during 
the month of June

Stay in the lodge for one night and get 
the second night free. Full breakfast 
included. Coupon must be presented 
at time of check-in. For reservations, 
call 355-2403 or 1-877-970-8090

!

!

submitted
A program aimed at building and 

upgrading trails, as well as creating 
jobs, took another step forward today 
when the federal government launched 
a call for applications for the $25 
million it will invest in recreational 
trails, part of the 2009 economic action 
plan. The government’s $25 million 
will be matched by the National Trails 

Feds announce money for trails
Coalition and their funding partners.

Shovel ready projects that are set to 
break ground in 2009-2010 will create 
trail infrastructure for hikers, cyclists, 
equestrians, ATV-users, cross-country 
skiers and snowmobilers. 

The funds will be used to create, 
upgrade and sustain trails throughout 
the country. Eligible projects will 
include the construction of new 

trails, the upgrade, improvement and 
rehabilitation of existing trails and 
bridge and water crossings, improved 
signage as well as trail surveying and 
tracking. 

Trail user groups can apply for one 
year project funding.   Information, 
applications and guidelines for project 
proposal submissions are available at 
www.ntc-canada.ca.

submitted
Are you concerned about the 

amount of use the Slocan River sees 
in the summer months? Do you know 
about the growing commercial use of 
the Slocan River by tour operators? 
What are the current issues facing the 
local community over this common 
resource in our backyard?

Riverwatch still watching the Slocan River for signs of overuse
On Thursday, June 11 at 7 pm at 

the Crescent Valley Hall, Riverwatch 
will hold a public meeting to let people 
know what’s been happening (and is 
going to happen), along the Slocan 
River.

It’s been a couple of years since 
there has been a public meeting for 
the community to focus on this issue 

and Riverwatch chair Ben Legebokoff 
thinks it’s about time.

“We came together over a variety 
of concerns. Some of those have been 
addressed and there are some that 
haven’t. As well, there are other areas 
which we feel the community should 
be informed about so we all can protect 
and encourage safe and proper use of 

the Slocan River,” says Legebokoff.
Riverwatch grew out of a series 

of community meetings in 2005 over 
concerns about safety and pollution of 
the river during the summer months. 
By 2006, funding from the RDCK 
and support from the Columbia Power 
Corp (CPC) allowed the informal 
group to achieve several of their initial 

goals. 
Garbage cans were installed at 

key access and departure points to 
reduce on-shore and in-river garbage. 
River-litter bags have become popular 
items being sold at local stores to give 
floaters somewhere to keep the garbage 
they generate while floating. The 
support from CPC allowed the group 
to install a series of large information 
signs at various entry and departure 
points along the Slocan River. 

If you wish to take a more active 
role with this group, this meeting might 
be able to get you started. Or, if you 
just want to be aware of what’s going 
on, then please come out and listen and 
ask questions. 

For more information contact Ben 
at 359-7731 or Craig at 226-7312.

by Katrine Campbell
Alys i a  Ga rmulewicz  o f 

Hills aims to change the future 
of environmental action through 
the upcoming World Changing 
Careers symposium, taking place 
July 23-27 at the University of 
British Columbia. The symposium 
invites 250 of the brightest young 
minds from across Canada to design 
careers for a sustainable future. 

Registration is on a first-come, 
first-served basis, Garmulewicz 
says. 

 “The main focus is to get 
the word out to youth and adult 
professionals from across Canada 

Will your career change the world?
to attend. It’s open to students, as 
well as adults, who would like to 
work with cutting edge ideas on 
sustainability.

“There are no age limits. We are 
looking for, as a target, 200 youth 
and 50 professionals, but it’s not 
restricted as such.”

The cost is $50 total for youth 
delegates, with adults paying $65 per 
day. Accommodation is available at 
UBC, for the special group rate of 
$45/night. 

Garmulewicz, BC’s newest 
Rhodes scholar, has a long history 
of  environmental  ac t iv ism. 
She organized her first national 

conference on climate change in 
2005 at age 17, after an inspiring 
trip to Antarctica. The conference 
attracted Green Party leader 
Elizabeth May and environmentalist 
Severn Cullis-Suzuki. 

 “Over the next 10 years, 500 
million young people will seek jobs 
that have the potential to redesign 
our political and economic systems,” 
Garmulewicz says. 

“Now is the time to invest in 
new ideas and innovation. As Barack 
Obama says, ‘green jobs are the jobs 
of the future’.” 

Inuit leader and Nobel Peace 
Prize nominee Sheila Watt-Cloutier 

is an honourary chair of the 
symposium, and internationally 
acclaimed sustainability leaders 
and cleantech CEOs are featured 
presenters. 

World Changing Careers is 
organized by the Changing Climates 
Educational Society, of which 
Garmulewicz’ mother, Dr. Liza 
Ireland, is a director. 

To register, call Garmulewicz at 
250-358-2150, or visit the website 
at www.worldchangingcareers.com 

submitted
Katrina Sumrall’s grade 5/6 

students at Lucerne are cycling the 
Lardeau loop.

The fourteen students and eight 
adults will begin the ride on Sunday, 
June 7. They will ride to Kaslo 
and stay at JV Humphries School. 
On Monday, June 8 they ride to 
Meadow Creek, Tuesday to Trout 
Lake, Wednesday to the Galena ferry. 
They will skip the portion between 
the Galena ferry and Nakusp because 
of the excessive speed that many 
travellers drive on that stretch. Their 
final ride will be Thursday from 
Nakusp to New Denver. 

It takes a great group of students 
and parents to take on a trip of this 
length. The support required and the 
parent involvement is crucial. People 

New Denver students cycle the Lardeau Loop
travelling can also provide support 
and encouragement – if you see the 

students on the highway, slow down, 
honk your horn and wave.

With friends like these...More than $15,000 was raised at the benefit for Teri Jarrett 
held recently. One of the highlights of the well attended afternoon gathering was 

John Gilchrist’s bold pledge to shave off his famous locks if folks scraped up 
$500. Well, after the frisbee was passed around, there was $1,400 in it and kelee 
Curry ensured Gilchrist did the deed – and a couple of friends joined him. In this 

photo we see the freshly balded heads basking in the moment: John Gilchrist, Teri 
Jarrett, Mike Curry (wearing Gilchrist’s discarded locks) and Mish Yannakopoulos. 

If you still want to offer support to Teri Jarrett, call Brenda at 226-7661.
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Now is 
the time to 
Renovate 

and take 
advantage of the 

NEW 
Home Renovation 

Tax Credit!

Silverton Building Supplies 
has it all. 

From Ground to Roof, We have 
Cement, Lumber, Plywood, Insulation, 

Drywall, Windows, Doors, Paint, 
Floor Coverings, Trim, Cabinets, 
Countertops and more. And SBS 
will also now OFFER A SPECIAL 

PROJECT DISCOUNT (on eligible 
purchases over $1000.00) 

SO DROP ON IN AND LET US 
HELP YOU MAKE IT HAPPEN.

Expenditures between January 27, 
2009 and February 1, 2010 could 
result in tax savings up to $1350

Visit www.cra.gc.ca for more 
details

Projects such as:
• Interior or exterior house painting
• New laminate floors
• New water heater
•  Renovating a kitchen or bathroom
will qualify for this tax credit, and...

submitted
The Waneta Expansion Power 

Corporation, a subsidiary of Columbia 
Power Corporation and Columbia 
Basin Trust, has passed another key 
milestone in the pre-development of 
the Waneta Expansion Project. 

SNC-Lavalin Inc. is the initial 
preferred proponent for design and 
construction of the project, which 
involves the design and construction 
of a second powerhouse at the Waneta 
Dam on the Pend d’Oreille River, 
south of Trail

Starting negotiations towards 

Waneta Expansion Project preferred proponent announced 

submitted
Columbia Basin Trust (CBT) is now 

accepting applications for its College 
Community Service Awards program.

CBT presents these awards in 
partnership with four Basin-based 
colleges and includes 22 awards of 
$2,000 each divided amongst students 
attending Selkirk College (10), College 
of the Rockies (10), Valemount Campus 
of College of New Caledonia (1) and 
the Revelstoke Centre of Okanagan 
College (1). 

These awards are available for those 
students who have taken a hiatus of at 
least one year after completing high 
school and are actively volunteering in 
their community. 

“It’s not uncommon for students 
to put their post-secondary education 
on hold after high school,” said Neil 
Muth, CBT President and CEO. “When 
they do decide to return to school, 
students find a shortage of scholarship 
options and that’s where CBT’s award 
program comes in. Based on volunteer 

community service rather than academic 
standing, these awards provide an 
opportunity for those residents who are 
already proving to be valuable assets 
in their communities to further their 
education.”

Volunteer service refers to 
a significant contribution of time, 
energy and/or talent that fosters social, 
environmental or economic well-being 
without resulting in a financial benefit 
to the applicant. The adjudication 
process will give added weight to 

volunteer activities which are focused on 
providing benefit to Basin communities, 
but other volunteer activities will be 
considered. 

Academic achievement will be 
considered only in the context that a 
solid academic performance ensures 
the applicant’s ability to successfully 
complete his or her chosen post-
secondary program, not as a key 

CBT offers scholarships for student volunteers
determining factor.

Detailed award eligibility criteria 
are available with the application forms. 
The deadline to submit an application 
for the College Community Service 
Award is June 30, 2009 and applications 
are available at www.cbt.org/Programs. 
Applications are also available at all of 
the participating colleges’ websites or at 
any of the four CBT offices.

contract finalization is the next step in 
the process, which may take several 
months to complete. 

While the announcement of a 
preferred design-build proponent is 
a crucial step, planning to determine 
whether the project will ultimately 
move ahead is ongoing. Work on 
project financing and commercial 
arrangements on a power purchase 
agreement continue. The viability of 
the project will be re-assessed upon 
completion of that work and contract 
finalization with the preferred 
proponent. 

submitted
The Province is spending a little 

over half a million dollars to improve 
forest service roads (FSRs) in the West 
Kootenay.

The roads scheduled for work 
include the Idaho Peak FSR near New 
Denver; Pedro Creek FSR between 
Castlegar and Slocan; Duncan River 
FSR north of Duncan Lake; Glacier 
Creek FSR at the south end of Duncan 
Lake, and the Granby FSR north of 

Forest Service Roads will be upgraded, Province says
Grand Forks, which serves as a shortcut 
to Edgewood and the Needles ferry.

The maintenance will include 
grading, ditching, brushing, rock 
scaling and surfacing with calcium 
chloride to reduce dust and improve 
visibility, on almost 90 km of roads. 

The FSRs provide access to rural 
residences and to recreation sites. The 
provincial and federal governments 
have allocated $40 million to improve 
these roads. 

Rachelle Champagne’s K/1 class raised butterflies in their classroom this 
spring and released them in Lucerne School’s garden on June 1.

New Denver Sculptor, Elly Scheepens (r.) has been working with Copenhagen 
artist, Heather Spears on a project to create a book on forensic art.
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Global Gift 
Discoveries 

Inspiring Arts 
& Crafts

318  Broadway  S t .   Nakusp ,  BC   265 -3288

Quiet and convenient 
downtown location with a 

view of  Arrow Lake
Office
Prima Materia
318 Broadway
Nakusp, BC
Phone: (250) 265-3288
Email: casamandala@gmail.com
Website: www.casamandala.ca

A celebration in honour of the volunteers at the Pavilion in the Slocan Community Health Centre was held April 23. 
Residents of the facility say a huge ‘thank you’ to all who help make the Pavilion a wonderful place to live.

Pavilion Residents say thank-you

by Leah Main
The May 24 coffee house at 

Silverton Gallery was a delightful 
evening of music, music, music. 
Performances included area newcomer 
Patrick Sean Earl, who brought a 
potpourri of original folk tunes from 
across the country; 12-string blues 
stylings by Michael Dorsey; Jeremy 
Down’s originals on electric guitar 
with his foot-operated percussion 

Another successful coffee house in Silverton
section; Soleil Main, singing original 
material written over the last several 
years both here and in Ireland; and 
was capped off by Serenity – Michael 
Dorsey, Soleil Main, Leah Main, 
Richard Burton and Norbert Maucher, 
with the addition of Ron Anderson on 
harp – playing full-body-armour blues.

Look for the next coffee house 
June 20, the Solstice, sponsored by 
Destination Silverton.

Soleil Main, singing original material written over the last several years both 
here and in Ireland.

submitted
This Sunday, June 7 at 1 pm, 

you can learn everything you need 
to know about keeping your critters 
in and keeping those wild critters 
out. Craig Sapriken from HAY 
Maintenance will be at the Vallican 
Whole Community Centre to share 
his wealth of knowledge about farm 

Go ahead and fence them in!
fencing basics.

“People have been asking me 
for quite a while if I would do a 
workshop like this,” says Craig. 
“With the huge upsurge of interest in 
local food production, this definitely 
seems like the right time to do it.”

Craig has been helping Valley 
folks keep things in the right place 

for over a decade. He will teach 
what kind of fencing and posts are 
needed for what applications, how to 
set your posts so they’ll stay secure, 
and how to make beautiful and solid 
corners. This is definitely a hands-
on workshop, setting posts on the 
grounds of the Vallican Whole.

This workshop is sponsored 
by the Rural Alternatives Research 
and Training Society, as part of the 
‘Living in the Country: Rural Skills’ 
series. Cost is $15 for one person, 
$25 for two. Call 250-226-7957 to 
register.

The Upper Columbia Co-operative Council’s inaugural annual general meeting in May was a great success. Two new directors 
joined the board – Corky Evans and Cindy Olivas. The UCCC’s 2009/10 directors are: Deirdire Lang (Kootenay Country Store 
Co-operative), Corky Evans (Heritage Credit Union), Andrew Jarrett (kootenay Boundary Community Services Co-op), Bradley 
Roulston (Nelson and District Credit Union) and Cindy Olivas (kootenay Baker Café Co-operative). The council’s mission is to 

strengthen co-ops and co-operation in the region through public education, promotion of the co-op model of doing business, and 
supporting regional co-ops and credit unions to share resources and skills. The council is the first of its kind in Western Canada.

submitted
Dr. Nelson Ames has stepped 

down as Medical Health Officer 
(MHO) for Kootenay Boundary/East 
Kootenay. He has been practicing 
medicine for 34 years, the past 20 
years as an MHO, and has held 
a number of positions, including 
Director of Public Health for Central 

Kootenay Medical Health Officer announces retirement
Kootenay Health and CEO of the 
Kootenay Boundary Health Services. 
He has been in his current role since 
the creation of Interior Health in 
2001.

Dr. Ames says the core purpose 
of public health is to look at what 
makes people healthy and happy, 
and to reduce the needs and wants 

for healthcare. 
He’s particularly proud of his 

participation in the planning and 
implementation of the Trail Lead 
Task Force, created to address 
unacceptable child lead exposure. 
Also in 2002, he developed 
the IH Population Health Unit, 
which looks at the broader social, 

environmental and economic setting 
within which people live, work, 
and age. It recognizes the range of 
conditions and factors that influence 
our health, including our early 
childhood development, education, 
employment, income level, where 
we live, and our social support 

network.
The process of recruiting a new 

officer is underway, and interim 
coverage will be provided by the rest 
of the IH MHO team.

Advertising doesn’t cost. 
It Pays!
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Your source for new & used CDs
Plus a good selection of vintage vinyl

Thousands of used Books 
and new & used CDs

Packrat annie’s
411 Kootenay St. Nelson 354-4722

BUYERS OF CEDAR 
& PINE POLES

Mike Casey  cell   344-8477
Offering planning, management 
and sales for Woodlot Licences 

and Private Land Owners.

P.O. Box 4, 
Brisco, B.C. V0A 1B0

Phone (250) 346-3315
Fax (250) 346-3218

TOLL FREE 1-866-346-3315

WOOD PRESERVERS LTD.

by Jan McMurray
Conservation planning efforts in 

the spectacular Duncan-Lardeau area 
were highlighted at an open house on 
May 21 at the Lardeau Valley Hall in 
Meadow Creek.

A new strategic plan is being 
done for the Duncan-Lardeau 
conservation properties, a collection 
of seven parcels scattered between 
the north end of Kootenay Lake 
and the south end of Duncan Lake; 
and integrated watershed planning 
is being done for the neighbouring 
Lardeau River corridor, which runs 
from the south end of Duncan Lake 
to the south end of Trout Lake. 

T h e  D u n c a n - L a r d e a u 
conservation properties are owned 
by The Nature Conservancy and the 
Ministry of Environment. They have 
been acquired over the last 30 years 
or so as part of the efforts to mitigate 
the negative impacts of hydroelectric 
development in the Columbia Basin. 

In 1999, a plan was done for 
the Duncan-Lardeau properties that 
focused on wildlife and wildlife 
habitat on the properties. It is now 
recognized that wildlife conservation 
is just one of many issues that should 
be addressed in a conservation land 
management plan. This new plan 
for the Duncan-Lardeau properties 
will be much broader in perspective, 
taking into account the ecological, 
social and economic issues in 
the whole area surrounding the 
properties.

 “It’s been 10 years since the last 
plan was done, so we’re building 
off of that, but broadening the 
perspective to bring in the concepts of 
biodiversity,” said Dennis Hamilton, 
who leads the team of consultants 
that is developing the new plan. 
“The plan will encompass social, 
ecological and economic issues, 
and will include a monitoring piece, 
so you can monitor your decisions 
and adapt management strategies 
accordingly.”

The plan is expected to be 

Conservation planning underway in Duncan-Lardeau
completed in the fall.

Public input on the plan being 
developed for the Duncan-Lardeau 
conservation properties is being 
accepted until the end of June. A 
questionnaire is available at www.
fwcp.ca.

Meanwhile, the Friends of the 
Lardeau River, a local non-profit 
society, is doing watershed planning 
for the river corridor. The society’s 
main focus is to establish protected 
area status for vital fish and wildlife 

habitats along the Lardeau River. 
The Lardeau River is important 

for many fish and wildlife species, 
but is best known for its Gerrard 
rainbow trout, which spawn every 
spring in the river near Trout Lake. 
This is the only place on earth where 
this largest species of rainbow trout 
spawn naturally. Indeed, the Lardeau 
River has been identified as an area 
to be protected as part of the West 
Kootenay-Boundary Land Use Plan 
process.

In 1995, the West Kootenay-
Boundary Land Use Plan set aside 
over 11% of the region in large 
protected areas, mostly parks. These 
were referred to as ‘Goal 1’ protected 
areas. The plan stated that a further 
10,500 hectares would be identified 
for protection, and that these would 
be small sites, known as ‘Goal 2’ 
protected areas. In 2000, a total of 
about 6,000 hectares of ‘Goal 2’ 
sites were identified, and the Lardeau 
River was one of them.

submitted
Nicola Harwood and Bessie 

Wapp have just received notice 
that their production Letters From 
Lithuania created and produced with 
Mortal Coil Performance Society in 
Vancouver, has been nominated for 
two Jessie awards. The production, a 
site-specific work that took place last 
August in Stanley Park, Vancouver has 
been nominated for ‘Critic’s Choice 
for Innovation’ and ‘Outstanding 
Original Script.’ The Jessie awards 
are annual awards that recognize the 
Vancouver theatre community. Wapp 
conceived the project based on stories 
of her Jewish Lithuanian ancestors 
survival of WWII, and set the piece 
at the miniature train site in Stanley 
Park. Harwood wrote the script. 

Harwood and Wapp are co-artistic 
directors of their own company 
based in Nelson, Twin Fish Theatre. 
New projects are in the works and 
Harwood has just received two grants, 
one from the BC Arts Council and one 
from the Canada Council to begin 

Local theatre artists nominated for awards
writing a new show, Buffalo Girls: 
Reload, an absurdist comedy cabaret. 
Twin Fish is also working on a co-
production with urban ink productions 
of Vancouver, on The Squaw Hall 
Project, a community-based work set 
in William Lake, BC, that explores 
the legacy of colonization and racism 
in that community. For Squaw Hall, 
Wapp and Harwood and members 
of urban ink will be in residency in 
Williams Lake for several months 
over the next two years. 

Twin Fish was formed following 
the Wapp / Harwood collaborative 
project, Hello I Must Be Going, a 
one-woman show also based on 
Wapp’s European ancestor’s stories. 
Hello played 37 performances in 
Nelson in 2006 and toured in 2008 to 
the Chutzpah Festival in Vancouver. 
Hello I Must be Going has just 
returned from showcasing at Pacific 
Contact in Vancouver where Wapp 
secured bookings for a provincial 
tour. 

Twin Fish’s second project, 

produced last June in Nelson, was 
Loco Phantasmo, a dark comedy 
exploring delusion – from its more 
innocent forms to the tragedy of 
schizophrenia. Loco featured the 
original music of Don MacDonald 
and the exceptional cast of Brahm 
Taylor, Bessie Wapp, Lisel Forst and 
Michael Graham. Harwood wrote 
and directed. 

Other projects in development 
include, KHAOS a new opera being 
commissioned by Nelson’s Amy 
Ferguson Institute with libretto by 
Harwood and music by composer 
Don MacDonald and Global Willage, 
a site-specific, political comedy with 
gypsy music.

Harwood and Wapp have both 
have functioned as artistic directors 
of previous companies and both 
have worked for many years in 
professional theatre acting, directing 
and writing. Please check out their 
new website for more details on 
projects or to get on their email list. 
www.twinfishtheatre.ca

submitted
A lover of history, imagery, and 

the written word, Sean Arthur Joyce—
better known as Art Joyce—is back, 
this time with a new book of poetry. 

The New Denver resident and 
Valley Voice arts editor will launch 
Star Seeds, published by New Orphic 
Publishers, June 16 at the Nelson 
Library. The evening begins at 7:30 
pm and also features a blend of music 
and poetry, with music by Jon Burdon 
(of the popular duo Holly and Jon).

Environmental and social 
activism has been a recurrent theme in 
Joyce’s poetry. A poem from his 2005 
book The Charlatans of Paradise is 
included in an international anthology, 
The Book of Hopes & Dreams, a 
fundraiser for Scottish charity Spirit 
Aid to benefit child victims of the 
conflict in Afghanistan. The Jinn in 

Poet Sean Arthur Joyce brings stars to the library
the Nightmare’s Eye, about a Canadian 
military unit trapped in Afghanistan, 
has been published across Canada. 

“Romanticism is not a dead school 
of poetry,” says poet Steven Michael 
Berzensky. “We still have our 21st 
century successors to Blake, Shelley, 
and Wordsworth, poets not afraid 
to criticize civilization while they 
celebrate the natural world. Arthur 
Joyce belongs to this tradition.” 

Joyce is known for his Heritage 
Beat column that ran in the Nelson 
Daily News, as well as books 
celebrating Nelson’s history: A Perfect 
Childhood, and Hanging Fire & 
Heavy Horses, on historic homes and 
streetcars. His byline has graced the 
pages of regional newspapers since 
1990, while his poems and essays 
have appeared in Canadian Author, 
The Fiddlehead, Whetstone, The New 

Quarterly, the CCPA Monitor, New 
Orphic Review, and Horsefly. In 2000 
he directed and produced a poetry 
short for BRAVO TV. Under his 
limited editions imprint, Chameleon 
Fire Editions, he has published poetry 
collections for various BC poets, as 
well as his own work.

New Denver poet, Sean Arthur Joyce

by Katrine Campbell
Should a village council 

spend taxpayers’ money to ensure 
businesses survive and thrive?

This was the question hotly 
debated at the Nakusp Chamber of 
Commerce’s May 27 lunch meeting, 
attended by more than 40 people – 
three times the usual turnout. The 
topic was the future of the Nakusp 
Hot Springs, an issue council has 
been struggling with for years. 
Mayor Karen Hamling says she 
loses more sleep over this issue than 
any other. 

The options are to keep it, find 
more ways to reduce costs and 
continue subsidizing, or to sell it to 
private interests.

Every year, the Village spends 
about $150,000 from its reserves 
to make up the hot springs’ deficit. 
For next year, it has announced a 
closure from January through April, 
to reduce the shortfall. That is the 
short-term solution, but the long 
term is up in the air. 

Studies commissioned by the 
Village all say the facility needs a 
new water system and a new sewer 
system, and the surrounding lands 
have to be developed in order to 
thrive. The hot springs would be 
more profitable as part of a larger 
resort complex, but the ballpark 
price tag is $3 to $4 million, says 
Hamling – money the Village does 
not have.

“Selling would be the best thing 
for the Village,” she said, and 
having the springs developed to their 
potential would be good for local 
businesses. 

But business owners are worried 
and upset about the direction the 
Village is taking. One of the major 
concerns was the winter closure, 
a decision the council took after 
the books showed these were the 
slowest months. Business owners 
say they will lose money and have to 
lay off staff without the hot springs 
bringing in winter tourists. 

A second complaint, about the 
11:30 opening time, has already been 

Nakusp Hot Springs’ fate debated at Chamber meeting
resolved. Hamling said that effective 
immediately the hot springs would 
be open from 9:30 am to 9:30 pm, on 
the advice of the Village’s marketing 
consultant.

The Village has spent $1 million 
for upgrades demanded by Interior 
Health, and needs another $500,000 
for further work – which is necessary 
but not mandatory. Cost-cutting 
measures include using the natural 
hot water to pre-heat water for the 
boiler, to reduce the cost of oil by 
about half. The building used to be 
heated by spring water, but over the 
years the pipes became corroded. 

“We’ve already spent $1 million 
on the hot springs, a million that 
should be in the reserves to cover 

other things that we need. If you 
have a solution, I want to hear it,” 
Hamling challenged.

“What about the financial impact 
on the community?” she was asked. 
“Is it okay for the rest of us to lose 
money?”

“Is it okay for the Village to 
lose?” she retorted. “If everyone is 
willing to pay a 15% tax increase, 
I’m willing to [have the hot springs] 
stay open all winter.

“If it’s that important to you, 
you’ve got to come up to the plate, 
too.”

Deb Schiavon of What’s Brewing 
on Broadway called on the business 
owners to take responsibility for the 
springs. 

“It’s like owning a business,” she 
said. “We have to fix it. The money 
has to come from somewhere.”

Schiavon called for a show of 
hands of those willing to pay higher 
taxes “to get the hot springs though 
the tough times.” Seventeen of the 
people in the room were actually 
property owners, i.e. taxpayers, in 
the village; the majority of them said 
they were willing to pay more “for 
one winter.”

Asked why other hot springs 
operations in the province with 
similar hours and rates were doing 
okay while Nakusp was not, Hamling 
replied, “They’re privately owned.”

The difference is the others 
are usually part of a larger resort 

complex, and they don’t pay union 
wages. Although the hot springs 
employees were quite willing to sign 
a memorandum of understanding 
to help the Village, their union 
headquarters said no.

At a public meeting in October 
2008, someone noted that if every 
Nakusp resident went to the hot 
springs three times a month, the 
deficit would be eliminated. At last 
Wednesday’s meeting, Hamling 
said that increase in attendance 
hadn’t happened. A show of hands 
revealed that only four people in the 
room went up regularly. One man 
(not a Chamber member) who was 
opposed to the closure muttered, “I 
haven’t been up there in years.”
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Annual Strawberry 
Shortcake Sale

Tuesday, June 9th

Noon to 3 p.m.
Robertson United Church

$3.00 each or two for $5.00
These delicious desserts come in bowls with lids, 

ready to eat or to tuck away in the freezer for future 
enjoyment. Stop by and put them to the taste test!

Businesses:
If you have not already been contacted please call 

– we gladly deliver 1 or more
Call: June Brown 265-3123 

Agnes Finch 265-2269
Heather Maxfield – home – 265-4971 or shop 265-2161

This is our annual fund raiser, meeting local needs 
in Nakusp and New Denver, to purchase materials 
for the free post surgical dressings we make and 

provide; and to support Cancer Research.

Martha Chapter No. 24, Order of the Eastern Star 
thanks you for your support!

Village of 
Nakusp

2010 PERMISSIVE TAX EXEMPTION APPLICATIONS

The Community Charter allows Village Council to exempt 
certain properties from property taxation.  Council has adopted 
Policy No. F9 which requires an annual application  from any 
organization seeking an exemption from property taxes. The 
deadline for receiving applications for the 2010 taxation year 
is June 30, 2009.

For more information and Application Forms please contact 
Richard Mahoney at the Village Office,  91 1st Street NW,  265-
3689, or rmahoney@nakusp.com

Richard Mahoney
Treasurer

PUBLIC NOTICE
NAKUSP HOT SPRINGS
HOURS OF OPERATION

EFFECTIVE IMMEDIATELY
Please be advised that the Nakusp Hot Springs hours of 
operation have changed back to: 9:30 am to 9:30 pm daily

The Hot Springs Campground now takes reservations @ 
www.nakusp.com

The Community Bus services the Hot Springs on Wednesdays.  
Departure from Overwaitea is at 11:00 am, return time is 2:20 pm. 

by Jan McMurray
• CAO Lafleur reported that he 

wanted to look at the Community 
Adjustment program for funding for 
the new fire hall. This grant program 
covers 50% of the cost of the project. 
Mayor Hamling pointed out that 
this was a $1.5 million project, and 

Nakusp council, May 26: New fire hall discussed
the Village did not have 50% of 
that to contribute without wiping 
out all reserve accounts. Treasurer 
Mahoney confirmed that there was 
no reserve specifically for the fire 
hall. Lafleur will further investigate 
funding options. 

At a May 8 meeting, the Nakusp 

Fire Hall Committee asked Ulli 
Mueller to prepare an initial sketch 
of the new fire hall building, to 
be located adjacent to the seniors’ 
clubhouse on 8th Avenue. Mayor 
Hamling said she would like to 
present the new fire hall proposal 
to the public at a community park 
meeting being arranged for the third 
week of June.

• The Nakusp Roots Music 
Society will apply for community 
adjustment funding on behalf of 
themselves and the Village for the 
community park project, which 
will include improvements to the 
campground.

• George Harding from School 
District No. 10 spoke to council 
about the Aboriginal Enhancement 
Agreement the district is working 
on, as required by the ministry. 
The agreement sets out two goals: 
to enhance the aboriginal student’s 
sense of belonging and improve self-
esteem; and to improve aboriginal 
student achievement. Harding 
reported that 55 students had self-
identified as being of aboriginal 
ancestry in the school district. 
Harding said the curriculum would 
first focus on the Sinixt and then 
expand to other First Nation cultures. 
He also mentioned that the Arrow 
Lakes school district has the highest 
level of achievement for aboriginal 
students in the province. 

• A meeting will be arranged 
between Delterra Engineering and the 
Cultural Community of Nakusp and 
Area Society (CCNAS) regarding the 
room that will be added to the arena 
to house the new ice plant. The hope 
is that the addition will work well 
with CCNAS plans for the facility.

• Mayor Hamling reported on a 
meeting held May 22 with people 
interested in securing crown land 
for an industrial site. They will form 
a group and apply to the Province 
(Integrated Land Management 
Bureau – ILMB) for a tenure on 
property near Box Lake. The Village 
of Nakusp and Area K Director Paul 
Peterson will write letters of support 
and will help the group arrange a 
meeting with ILMB.

• CAO Lafleur has contacted 
the ministry about the boundary 
expansion study. No funding for 
the study is available until the new 
government passes its budget, and 
the ministry would prefer the Village 
to look at boundary expansion to 
the whole fire service area. Mayor 
Hamling said that if they looked at 
the whole area, “it will never happen 

and then we’ll have to come up with 
a whole new plan on how to charge 
for water.” Council asked Lafleur 
to continue looking into boundary 
expansion to the water service area 
(Glenbank) only.

• Consultants hired to do a 
business plan for the hot springs 
will report by the end of June.

• Council received a letter from 
the owners of the Nakusp Hot Springs 
Cedar Chalets, recommending that 
hot springs hours be 9:30 am to 9:30 
pm on weekends and during the high 
season, and that the facility stay open 
in the winter. 

• Council will provide a letter to 
the Nakusp Roots Music Society in 
support of a joint funding application 
to CBT from several festivals in the 
RDCK. The joint project aims to 
reduce waste at these events by using 
biodegradable or re-usable food 
service items.

• A letter of support will go to the 
Arrowtarian Senior Citizens’ Society 
for their project to store rainwater for 
watering their lawns.

• A local couple has asked council 
for permission to operate a concession 
trailer at various locations, including 
the public beach, the Esso parking 
lot, the hot springs, and the Saturday 
Farmers’ market. CAO Lafleur 
provided council with a copy of the 
business licence bylaw, which states 
that food and drink mobile carts 
are permitted in designated areas 
adjacent to the public beach and must 
remain stationary. Also, the carts 
must conform to a design standard 
and be approved by council. Lafleur 
will inform them that the cart will 
have to stay in the designated area 
near the beach, and that the cart needs 
council approval. During public time, 
a resident expressed concern that the 
cart would compete with the Rotary 
concession on July 1. Council agreed 
this was an issue, and asked Lafleur 
to discuss this with them as well.

• Council approved a request 
from the renter of the lot and store 
across from the Leland Hotel to park 
self-contained RVs and campers 
on the property during the Music 
Festival. This will provide more 
accommodation for festival goers.

•  Counc i l  app roved  the 
community garden group’s request 
for a letter in support of their funding 
application for fencing. Mayor 
Hamling reported that the group 
had approached the school about 
partnering on the school garden 
project, and that looked favourable, 
but the group thinks it would like to 

use the property beside the Village 
office as well.

• The Music Festival agreement 
was approved by council.

• The Nakusp Senior Citizens 
Associat ion asked for  more 
information before they can make 
a decision about purchasing the 
clubhouse for $1. CAO Lafleur will 
respond to their questions.

• Council decided to purchase 
liability insurance that will cover 
all groups and individuals renting 
Village facilities, and will charge 
them to recuperate the cost.

• The exact colours of the new 
logo cannot be reproduced on vinyl 
for Village vehicles, so council 
decided to go with colours that are 
very close.

• CAO Lafleur reported that the 
new BC Hydro contact on the wharf 
is Rachel Hamilton out of Castlegar.

Fighting Back Fund to 
be disbursed back to 
communities
by Jan McMurray

Communities that donated to the 
Fighting Back Ferry Defense Fund 
will soon get some of their money 
back. The court case is over and court 
costs have been forgiven.

“It was the right fight,” said 
Bonnie Greensword of New Denver, 
who launched the lawsuit against 
the Province along with Bill Cowan 
of Nakusp and Ron Volansky of 
Fauquier.

In 2002, the government’s 
announcement that there would be 
tolls and reduced service on the 
Arrow Lakes ferries elicited a huge 
outcry from the community. Protests 
were organized and people got on 
the ferries to hand out information 
to passengers.

Documents were dug up from 
the Arrow Lakes Historical Society 
archives, showing that the Province 
had promised a bridge at Needles 
back when the Arrow Lakes area 
was flooded for hydroelectric 
development. Greensword, Cowan 
and Volansky initiated the court case 
to get the Province to make good on 
its promise of a bridge, and to restore 
full ferry service without tolls.

To pay for the legal action, 
they called for donations and asked 
local communities to contribute 
their  Columbia Basin Trust 
Community Initiatives funding. Four 
communities agreed, and provided 
$96,800 – the Village of Nakusp 
contributed $59,000, Defined Area 
K $30,000, New Denver $800 
and Fauquier $7,000. With private 
donations, a grand total of about 
$125,000 was raised.

After paying the lawyer’s fees, 
there will be about $78,800 left, 
estimates Greensword, that will be 
pro-rated and reimbursed.

Back in 2004 and 2005, Fauquier 
asked for its money back, but was 
convinced both times to show 
solidarity with the other communities 
on the ferry/bridge issue. Also in 
2004, the government announced 
that the Needles bridge would go 
ahead and presented the design to 
the community. However, when the 
project came in way over budget, the 
government said construction would 
have to be delayed, and assured that 
it was in the “10-year plan.”
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Thank you 
Valley Voice
The only newspaper that 

tells us what is going on in 
the Kaslo area. The only 
newspaper that gives us a 

chance to say what we think 
about it, free of charge, in 
Voices from the Valleys.

Paid advertisement by Jane Lynch 
in support of the Valley Voice

• Many Imported Items
• Freezer Packs
• Weekly In-Store Specials
• Fresh Meats Cut Daily
• Fresh or Frozen Seafood
• In-Store Deli Sandwiches to go
• Awesome Cheese Selection
• Fresh & Smoked Sausage
• Smoked Salmon
• Custom Cutting of Pork & Beef

Real Estate in Kaslo and 
North Kootenay Lake 
www.century21kaslo.com 
kul@century21kaslo.com 

250-505-4722

Summer is finally here!
Four Seasons Greenhouse

-tomatoes, cucumbers, peppers, cherry tomatoes, eggplant
Lofstedt Farm, Tipiland
         -greens and more

Supporting local produce
422 Front St., Kaslo, BC • 353-2594

THANK YOU!
The Kaslo Trailblazers Society gratefully acknowledges the 

following individuals, groups and businesses for their generous support 
in making our variety show and tombola possible.

Entertainers
Schuhplattler Verein Enzian, Gary and Sonya, Cézanne Moss, Merryweather, 

Jen Cookson, Anne Heard, Arabian Mountain Spice Dance Company

Prize sponsors
• 1896 Books • Hellman Canoe & Kayak • Kootenay Lake Computers
• Ainsworth Hot Springs • Honey Candles (Roy and • Kootenay Lake Historical 
        Leah Honkanen        Society
• Barren Fly & Tackle • Images by Anne (Anne Gray) • Landmark Bakery Pizzeria
• BCAA • Investors Group • Main Jet Motorsports
• Boards by George • Jones Boys Boats • Otter Books
• Boomtown Sports Inc. • Kaslo Automotive • PICS-Canada
• CIBC • Kaslo Building Supply • Prestige Hotel & Resorts
• Clothes Hanger • Kaslo Drugs • Safeway
• Columbia Basin Trust • Kaslo Front Street Market • Save-On Foods
• Cornucopia • Kaslo Golf Club • Shaw Pipe Protection
• Cottonwood Kitchens • Kaslo Hotel • Shimmer
• Dock ‘n’ Duck • Kaslo Jazz Society • Snowpack Outdoor Experience
• Doug’s Bike Shop • Kaslo Mohawk • Speedy Glass
• Eric’s Meat Market • Kaslo Pump (Esso) • The Sacred Ride
• Fairmont Vacation Villas • Kaslo Sourdough Bakery • Treehouse Restaurant
• Fern’s Flowers & Fancies • Kaslo Truck & Saw • Val & Carol Koenig
• Figments • Kent McLeod Avon Rep • Wal-mart
• Fisherman’s Grill & Pub • Kootenay Co-op Nelson • Willow Home Gallery
• Gerick Cycle  • Your Arts Desire

Volunteers
A special thank you to all the volunteers for making this event possible.

Check out our new Kootenay Bath 
Products!  Absolutely scrumptious 
scents in bath salts, body butter, 
shower melts and more...

By Jim Yount
• Kaslo and area will soon see a 

‘new to the run’ BC Transit commuter 
bus. The issue was brought to the 
fore by Margo McLean, a Kaslo 
resident with medical problems 
who has experienced difficulties 
having her electric scooter loaded 
aboard the exisiting vehicle. In a 
letter to the RDCK, she asks BC 
Transit to substitute a new bus for the 
existing one. Responding to follow-
up correspondence from the RDCK, 
Kaslo council gave its approval to 
the funding schedule which would 
provide a brand new vehicle before 
the end of this year. However, since 
council met May 26, the Valley Voice 
has learned that a less expensive 
solution has been found – the existing 
‘spare’ bus, operating out of the 
Arrow/Slocan Lakes Community 
Services bus park in Nelson, will be 
assigned to the north lake run within 
the next two weeks. 

• Kaslo has moved closer to the 
possibility of a new fire hall. At a 
special meeting May 29, council 
approved a motion to set aside more 
than two acres of Village-owned 
property near the arena, for the 
purposes of constructing a new fire 
hall. The project is tied in with an 
all-encompassing concept of a multi-
purpose centre.

Council was prodded to move on 
an application for federal Community 
Adjustment funding for the project, 
the application window for which 
closes within days. The funding 
program will provide 50% of the 
project cost, so the Village will apply 
for $500,000. The Village’s matching 
contribution will include the land. 
Councillor Molly Leathwood 
expressed concerns to her fellow 
council members earlier in the week 
that Kaslo might be tied to matching 
the federal funds, and Councillor 
Hewat expressed concern over 
Kaslo being tied to a two-year time 
frame, ending 2011, for completing 
construction of not just the fire hall, 
but the multi-purpose centre as well. 

• The Kaslo Fire Interface Project 
continues to come before council. 
John Addison and Jeff Mattes, 
Progressive Forest Management 
representatives, appeared before 
elected officials as a delegation, 
asking for council support for its 
funding application for phase two 
of the project. Phase two activities 
would be mostly outside Village 
boundaries, and would include the 
Kaslo backroad area, Pineridge, and 
the Village of Kaslo public lands at 
the Kaslo airport. Council agreed to 
provide a letter of support, but not 
without some strong words of caution 
from Councillor Molly Leathwood 
that better communication is needed 
on all fronts, to avoid the controversy 
regarding “mistakes” – real or 

Kaslo council, May 26: New transit bus coming soon to service Kaslo area
imagined – made during the first 
phase of the interface program.

• In a memo, Councillor Donna 
Cormie asks council to consider 
allocating $25,000 from the Village’s 
gas tax funding as matching funds 
for a $25,000 Heritage Legacy 
Fund application, for a $50,000 
project to retrofit City Hall building 
windows and doors. Cormie, after a 
considerable amount of roundtable 
discussion, finally noted of her own 
memo to council “How it got to this 
table, I don’t know,” suggesting the 
matter should go “back to wherever it 
goes.” Council referred the memo to 
the Municipal Services Committee.

• Friction appears to be an 
undercurrent between Village council 
and the select committee which 
oversees the Kemball Memorial 
Centre, the former provincial 
government building. Council 
received an email from the chairman 
of that committee, Rick Hewat, who 
noted – in reviewing a $100 per 
year bill from Superior Propane – 
“Believe me, it would be easier to 
get things done by just doing them. 
It is cumbersome and inefficient 
at present to get things done. It 
is the responsibility of council to 
let us move forward and nothing 
has changed since the original 
resolutions.” 

•  Counc i l  gave  a  f a i r ly 
enthusiastic but brief response to a 
PowerPoint presentation by Kootenay 
Rockies Tourism representative 
Chris Andrews. Andrews presented 
Kaslo’s Tourism Plan, which includes 
a regional tourism promotion 
campaign. Andrews noted in his 
presentation that it’s a “tactical plan 
to encourage more (tourist) visits 
and revenue for tourism business 
in the community...and indirectly, 
community benefits.” Regionally, 
Andrews said the West Kootenay 
saw tourist spending of $1,000,000 
last year for the first time.

• The Village will recommend to 
the Kaslo Chamber that the Chamber 
fund the Destination Marketing 
Organization through its own 
revenues in addition to an additional 
hotel room tax.

• Invest Kootenay has responded 
to council’s request that its 2009 
membership fees of $2500 be pro-
rated to reflect the months already 
past this year. Because of first-year 
start-up costs such as signage, this is 
not possible.

• The Village has received two 
bids for the removal of three fir 
trees  on Water Street – one for 
$1,890 from Sunshine Logging and 
the other for $1,785 from Bekker 
Treeworx. This items was referred to 
the Development Services committee 
for a recommendation.

• Council approved supporting 
the issuance of three beer garden 

licenses to the Kaslo Jazzfest Society 
July 31, and August 1 and 2, subject 
to the approval of the RCMP.

• The Village will submit an 
expression of interest in participating 
in a community climate change 
project to the Columbia Basin Trust.

• The mayor and CAO were 
authorized to sign the Infrastructure 
Needs Assessment Study planning 
grant contract.

• The BC Federation of Woodlot 
Owners conference is being held 
in Kaslo September 24-26. The 
Village will contribute 150 pins to 
conference attendees, and the City 
Hall Conservation committee will 

be asked to consider conducting 
tours of the City Hall building for 
them as well.

• The Village will express support 
for an application to the Columbia 
Basin Trust Environmental Initiatives 
program for the “greening” of 
regional festivals, as presented 
by the Kaslo Jazz Etc. Society. 
Several regional festivals would 
like to investigate the possibility 
of biodegradable or reuseable food 
service items.

• Terms of reference for the 
Liquid Waste Management select 
committee were adopted.

• The structure and role of the 

City Hall Conservation committee 
was referred to the Municipal 
Services committee for review.

• Council members wishing to 
attend conferences and workshops 
at the expense of the municipality 
must report in advance to council 
on deliverables and relevance to the 
municipality.

• The village will investigate 
the cost of subdividing Block 25 
as included in the Kaslo Golf Club 
lease.

• Sani-dump user fees will remain 
unchanged, at $5 and $8 per use.

• Accounts payable of $17,164.52 
were approved. 

CORRECTION
The column about area farmers’ 

markets in our last issue, p. 16, gave 
an incorrect contact phone number 
for the Kaslo Saturday Market. The 
correct phone number is 250-353-
7592 (Jen Sibley).

submitted
The Kaslo Trailblazers Society 

variety show fundraiser during 
May Days raised about $2,000 for 
construction of a suspension bridge 
on the trail. 

Six di fferent  groups  and 
individuals, both local and out-of-
province, delighted the audience with 
talent ranging from classical guitar to 
ethnic dancing. 

There were 81 prizes given away, 
donated by individuals and businesses 

Talent show adds to Trailblazers bridge fund
from Meadow Creek to Nelson, as 
well as Calgary. Every dollar raised 
from this and other fundraisers brings 
the society another step closer to 
crossing the river. The ongoing sale of 
bridge plaques and general donations, 
all tax deductible, will form the bulk 
of fundraising efforts for this year. 

If you wish to be involved, please 
contact Val at 353-2168. (See the ad 
on this page for a listing of all those 
who contributed to the success of 
this event.)

Cezanne Moss was one of the local entertainers 
at the Trailblazers Society variety show.

submitted
We’re having a party! North 

Kootenay Lake Arts & Heritage 
Council’s seventh annual Art Walk 
opens Friday, June 19 with festivities on 
Front Street from 5 to 6:30 pm, followed 
by a reception at the Langham Cultural 
Centre. 

More than two dozen North 
Kootenay Lake artists will have their 
work displayed at 20 downtown venues. 
Patrons are encouraged to do the walk 
using the brochures and maps that will 
be available from any of the downtown 
participating businesses. Many of the 
artists will be on site to greet visitors and 
answer questions.

Music will be provided by 
Merryweather, David & Stephanie, and 
Cezanne Moss. Restaurants are being 
encouraged to provide an ‘Art Walk 

NKLAHC sponsors seventh annual Kaslo Artwalk
Special’ for their evening fare. 

A reception with simple refreshments 
will be held at the Langham from 6:30 
to 7:30 to wrap up the party. Everyone 
welcome.  

And if you need justification to 
attend the party, try this quote from 
economist John Kenneth Galbraith: 
“Those communities that are richest 
in their artistic tradition are also those 
that are the most progressive in their 
economic performance and most resilient 
and secure in their economic structure.”
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Most ravens are 
rascals

Seems every time I’m on my way 
somewhere I see ravens doing something 
or other, either feeding, flapping or flying 
around looking for trouble. If ravens 
and crows weren’t so common I think 
they would be considered exotic and 
intelligent, same as we portray whales, 
dolphins, monkeys and supposedly 

some pets. Ravens amuse and harass us 
all seasons of the year, from lakeshore to 
peaktops and backcountry to downtown.

Ravens appear in lots of Native 
art forms with the legends and lessons 
to be learned. They sure have a broad 
vocabulary and happily communicate in 
squawks, cackles, cries, coos, clicks and 
even a meowing sound. It is their playful 
and goofy behaviour that I respect most 
as they seem to breeze through life with 
the insight and understanding they have 
of their world. Everyone I know has at 
least one good raven story to share…

One of my favourite local haunts is 
the Silverton Lookout on Hwy 6, seven 
km south of Silverton village. Any hot 
afternoon you can see ravens cavorting 
around with no serious purpose, catching 
the hot blasts of updrafting winds from 
the steep rock faces below. I’ve watched 
these guys rise at amazing rates in 
large circles without a single flap and 
gaining 50 metres altitude with each 
time ‘round. Then at times they tuck 
in and powerdive way down the cliff 
faces, with a distinct whirring whistle 
of airflow over wing.

One time, waiting for the Galena 
Bay ferry, I noticed several ravens 
fly down to strut the ferry deck as the 
boat began the crossing to Shelter Bay. 
Some folks tossed them scraps from 
car windows, but the real treat for these 
birds was plucking dead chickadees and 
pine siskins from vehicle grills. When 
the ferry landed, they’d fly up to the 
timber, eat, crap, rest, and then catch the 
next boat back to Galena Bay for more!

Beside the Kicking Horse River in 
Golden last fall, I saw ravens trying to 
land on rocks that were barely hanging 
from an ancient moraine above the 
riverbank, and thought, maybe they’re 

doing a nest or something? After a while 
it seemed that the ravens were trying 
to half-perch on these unstable rocks, 
dislodging sand and gravel, and finally 
the whole boulder would come loose 
and smash down into the river. They did 
this to several boulders and I’m sure they 
were just plain goofing around.

From the PetroCan station in New 
Denver, also last fall, I saw a raven doing 
the old trick of dropping ripe walnuts 
onto the highway for cars to run over 
and bust open for the ravens to pick 
through, which is pretty darn smart, 
right? What impressed me, though, 
was how this lone bird got ready to fly 
off as a vehicle approached, but then 
RESUMED NIBBLING when the car’s 

bright turn signal indicated it would turn 
away down main street. I’m convinced 
that ravens look into the ‘eyes’ of cars 
and often make the right guess. 

Ravens do well along our highway 
corridors – plenty of fresh roadkill to 
enjoy each time a deer gets whacked, 
but the ravens themselves are quite 
careful when in traffic. You’ll see a 
few of them feeding on something 
disgusting and they may or may not fly 
off when traffic whisks by. They can be 
considerate at times as well, because a 
lot of injured deer try to get to the lake 
but end up dying there anyhow, so the 
ravens then share the feast with eagles, 
whiskeyjacks, shorebirds and other 
timid types of wildlife.

Despite their risk-taking ways, 
I’ve almost never seen a dead raven 
anywhere. Maybe their kin dispose of 
them in some dignified manner or else 
something gruesome…Also, I’ve never 
really seen a raven’s nest with cute little 
ravenlets in it raving away, But I’m not 
a birdwatcher much at all and that may 
be the one time that they get private and 
secretive and drop the clowning around. 
It’s too bad that ravens do cause some 
problems with homes and farms, and it’s 
very unfortunate that this bird family can 
carry the avian flu virus, but I think they 
have a lot of style and the right attitude.

Peter Roulston owns the Bicycle 
Hospital in New Denver and was likely 
a raven in some past life. 250-358-2133.

LEGENDARY 
MEATS. YES!

Hot diggity dog! June is bustin’ out 
all over, and things are springing out 
of the earth everywhere. A word to the 
wise: my old friend Gene Peterson once 
told me “Keep your eye on the creeks 
in June”.

But what happened to May? What 
I remember most is May Days in New 
Denver’s Centennial Park, and the best 
part of that for me was the Pig Roast 
Dinner. This fantastic dinner featured a 
180 lb. pig from LEGENDARY MEATS 
turning slowly on a spit in a huge 
roaster from LEGENDARY MEATS, 
another fifty pounds of pork loin from 
LEGENDARY MEATS in another one 
of their big roasters, and supervising it 
all was Dave Anderson, who, with his 
wife Caroline, owns and operates, you 
guessed it, LEGENDARY MEATS!

I’d never been lucky enough to 
attend a pig roast, and I watched carefully 
as Dave and his crew (including my local 
pal Cal) checked on the slowly turning 
pig. It was, as I recall,  stuffed with fruit. 
Mostly apples. The aroma emanating 
from the two huge roasters was making 
me dizzy. No kidding. As I watched 

them I asked Dave Anderson questions 
about roasting techniques, the weight of 
the pig, but mostly I asked: “When will 
it be done?? I was having a hard time 
speaking clearly because my mouth was 
watering like a tidal wave. I like roast 
pork. Always have and always will, but 
I’d never watched as an entire pig was 
cooked and basted. Someone mentioned 
“cracklin’.“ I’d heard the word, but 
didn’t know exactly what it was, so I 
asked. Dave said: “Cracklin’, that’s the 
roasted pig skin.” That sounded pretty 
good to me, so when the pig was finally 
done and had been given some time to 
“rest” I lined up with my plate, and when 
it was my turn I asked for lots of meat 
and “may I please have some cracklin? 
Then I loaded up with spuds and salad. 
Fifteen minutes later I went back and 
got another plateful of the juiciest most 
succulent pork I’ve ever tasted. I liked 
the cracklin too. It was hard and chewy 
and sweet and delicious. I even had a 
small third helping. OK OK, I guess I 
over-ate that evening, but I’ll do it again 
the first chance I get. What an absolutely 
terrific meal!!! My mouth is watering as 
I write this.

A week later I had a wonderful 
dream that my fearless publisher and 
brilliant editor phoned me and told 
me I’d been invited to LEGENDARY 
MEATS in Slocan Park to have lunch 
with Dave and Caroline... except it 
wasn’t a dream, it was for real.  

I arrived at LEGENDARY MEATS 
on a sunny afternoon and was shown to a 
picnic table behind Dave and Caroline’s 
house. Out came a platter of BBQ’d 
sausages they call “BOGS.” (Beef, 

onion and garlic sausages). There was 
a tray of condiments including home-
made cream cheese with caraway, two 
kinds of mustard, various relishes and a 
plate of sausage buns from Fomi’s. I had 
three, plus salad and a cold drink. Dave 
explained to me that new Provincial 
Regulations concerning slaughtering and 
butchering had driven 80% of operations 
like his out of business. This is sad, and 
complicated. I won’t get into it. Lunch 
was too good. LEGENDARY MEATS 
has survived because they’ve adapted 
and rolled with the punches. They now 
cater not only to the retail trade with 
a long list of lovely sausages, patties, 
chops, steaks, ribs, roasts, smoked 
bacon, hams and many other delights. 
Their products are free of antibiotics, 
hormones and preservatives.

A big part of their business is helping 
folks put on pig roasts. Dave and 
LEGENDARY MEATS will supply 
the roaster and spit, the pig itself, and 
all the advice and coaching you might 
require. They’s also supply two dozen 
5lb chickens if you like, or legs of lamb, 
or beef roasts. LEGENDARY MEATS 
are definately the people to talk to if you 
want to have a fantastic roast meat dinner 
party. Their motto is: Buy a pig, rent a 
roaster, have a party.

Besides being real experts in all 
aspects of roasted meat of any kind, 
Dave, Caroline, and their staff are 
friendly, funny, and fantastic at what 
they do. My advice to you is to buy a 
pig, rent a roaster, have a party. Hurry 
though, LEGENDARY MEATS already 
has about thirty roast pig parties booked 
for this summer. DO IT!. 

Gardening tips 
with Lawns to 
Gardens
by Owain Nicholson

In this column, we will follow the 
work of the Kaslo area’s Lawns to 
Gardens team as they turn two lawns 
into gardens this season. The column 
is a collaborative effort between Jen 
Sibley, Lawns to Gardens coordinator, 
and the Valley Voice. Kaslo’s Lawns 
to Gardens program is funded by 
Environment Canada’s Eco-Action 
Community Funding Program.

With spring in bloom and summer 
on the way, the inspiration to garden 
has set in. Or has it? If you need a bit 
of inspiration, look to the Kaslo area’s 
Lawns to Gardens program. Now in its 
second year, the program aims to inspire 
people to grow some of their own food.

There are two ways to particpate in 
the program. The first way is to take the 
challenge to either turn your lawn into a 
garden or expand your existing garden. 
North Kootenay Lake Community 
Services, which runs the program, is 

tallying up the number of Kaslo area 
residents who are taking this challenge. 
With that number, they will challenge 
other communities in the province to 
convert their lawns to gardens. The other 
way to participate in the program is to 
apply to win the opportunity to have 
Lawns to Gardens convert your lawn into 
a garden. The deadline for applications 
is in early May every year.

Last year, Lawns to Gardens put 
in three gardens – one for a family, one 
made of garden boxes for a person with 
mobility issues, and a demonstration 
garden at the community garden plot.

This year, there are two winners: 
Patti and Steve Willott, and Carmen 
Weaver. The Willotts own a house with 
a garden area that has not been used for 
several years, and Carmen’s lawn, which 
has poor soil and lots of rock, will be 
converted into a garden. 

Before jumping in, there are things 
to consider. How many mouths are they 
trying to feed? What are the storage 
issues – do they have a freezer or a root 
cellar? What are the challenges – will 
steps need to be taken to prevent wildlife 
from eating all their hard work? How is 

the sun exposure? Also, the tastes of the 
families and the time limitations they 
are working with are important factors 
to consider.

The Willots have a hawthorn tree on 
the property that needs to be removed. 
The clump of sod and roots will be used 
to make a squash bed. The team will 
turn the sod upside down and cover it 
with landscape fabric with a soaker hose 
underneath. They will make a small 
cut in the fabric, and this is where the 
squash will be planted. The Willotts will 
be planting a variety of veggies such as 
peppers, bush and pole beans, potatoes, 
tomatoes, herbs, greens, and berries 
to have a well rounded nutritious and 
flavourful garden.

To combat the difficulties on Carmen 
Weaver’s property, the Lawns to Gardens 
team will be building garden boxes, 
and amending and fortifying the soil. 
Carmen’s garden is the second project 
this year beginning around mid June.

TIP: When preparing your garden 
beds, a rototiller is a wonderful tool to 
have. Kaslo Building Supplies has a 
lightweight, easy to operate model that 
has very low emissions.

Kaslo Building 
Supplies

For all of your gardening 
needs – we help build 

gardens too

Mon - Sat – 8 am - 5 pm
6521 Highway 31 • Kaslo

Phone: 353-7628
Fax: 353-7740

www.kaslobuilding.com
kaslo.building@telus.net

Legendary Meats

Phone: 226-7803
2826 Hwy 6 • Slocan Park

WHOLE HOG 
ROASTERS

Buy a pig, rent a roaster, have a party.

• Great for Family Reunions 
• Weddings • Birthday Parties 

• Company Parties 
• Sporting Events

Book now to avoid disapointment
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HEALTH
Hand & Soul Healing Centre

Chiropractor, Larry Zaleski, D.C.
Mondays & Fridays - Silverton

Every other Wednesday in Winlaw or Nakusp
Counsellor/Healing Facilitator

Sue Mistretta, M.A., CCC.
358-2177 Silverton & Winlaw

 Passmore
 Laboratory Ltd.
Water Testing • Flow Measurements
CAEAL certified to test drinking water
We’re in the Valley at: 1-250-226-7339
Jennifer & Tony Yeow passlab@xplornet.com

RESTAURANT/WINE & BEER

Ann’s Natural Foods
Ann Bunka

- 358-2552 -
805 Kildare St., New Denver

• Zack Graphics & Inks •
Printer Sales ~ Discount Inkjet Cartridges
Photo Papers ~ Guaranteed Inkjet refills

eBay Marketing ~ Digitial Design

250-358-2111 • izack@telus.net
612 Josephine St. • Box 292 • New Denver, BC V0G 1S0

Beside Slocan Park Service
2976 Highway 6, Slocan Park

Wine & Beer Making Kits 
to satisfy all budgets!

Winlaw Brew-Op

5972 Cedar Creek Road, Winlaw • 226-7328

Take-Home Kits, or Brew it with us!
Open 11:00 to 6:00 Tues. to Sat.

    WINTER HOuRS
      8 AM - 9 PM

QUALITY PIZZA anytime!
265-4880
Air Conditioned

93-5th Ave. Nakusp
Non-Smoking

laceNick’s

P
Seven Days a Week!

Open Tuesday - Sunday
9 am - 4 pm

Main St. New Denver 358-2381

Specialty Coffees, Teas, 
U-Brews and Kits for Home
                    • Open Every DayNAKuSP  265-4701

Slocan Village Market
Groceries, fresh produce, fresh meat, 

Agency Liquor, organic foods, 
in-store deli, in-store bakery.

Open 7 days/week, 9 am - 8 pm
Slocan, BC • ph:355-2211 • fax: 355-2216

Lemon Creek 
Lodge & Campground

Year-round facility
Licensed Restaurant

Open Tues - Sun
5 PM - 8 PM

1-877-970-8090 tfn

www.jonesboysboats.com
Ainsworth, British Columbia

4080 Hwy 31 N
Call: 1-877-552-6287

(250) 353-2550 Fax (250) 353-2911

HARBERCRAFT

LESTER KOENEMAN
Phone 265-3128 or

24-hour Fax 265-4808
Broadway St. Nakusp

Ph: 359-7111  Fax: 359-7587
www.playmorpower.com

Playmor Junction Hwy 6 & 3A
1043 Playmor

ENGINEERED WITH YOU IN MIND

PAuLA CONRAD
HOME: (250) 358-2707

SELkiRk REALTy
265-3635

Free Consultation

E-mail: paulaconrad@royallepage.ca
Website: www.royallepage.ca/selkirkrealty

HuB INTERNATIONAL 
BARTON 

INSuRANCE 
BROKERS

For all your 
INSuRANCE 

needs
265-3631

1-800-665-6010

NEW DENvER  
358-2443 358-7292

Your Local Grocer

SILvERTON

The Apple Tree 
Sandwich Shop

Soup, Sandwiches & Desserts
358-2691

Mon. - Fri. 7 A.M. - 4 P.M.
Sat. 11 A.M. - 4 P.M.

 GROCERY • HEALTH FOOD

RECREATION

PROFESSIONAL SERVICES

REAL ESTATE

Advertise in the Valley Voice. It pays!!!
Call 358-7218 for details • email: valleyvoice@netidea.com

BUSINESS DIRECTORY
Colour/B&W Laser Printing/Copying • Digital Photography

Word processing • Scanning • Faxing • Binding • Laminating
CUSTOM CARDS • BROCHURES • CALENDARS • NEWSLETTERS

The best selection of photo cards of local views anywhere
1007 Josephine St. (Box 298), New Denver

Ph. 358-2435     essay@direct.ca     Fax 358-2607

Tammy Peitzsche
“Your Valley Realtor”
   - Competence
   - Integrity
   - Results
Free Market Evaluation
isoldit@shaw.ca
250 365-9640

¶

• Health Products, healing sessions
• New Age cards & books
• Sensual products

320 BROADWAY ST. NAKuSP  265-3188

Health Centre

¶¶ ¶¶¶

Re-Awakening

Kootenay Restorative 
Justice 

working toward 
restoring balance 

and healthy communication in 
our communities

krjustice@wegcss.org

Bosun Hall 
For all occasions with 
rates to suit your needs. 
Rentals of tables, chairs, 
dishes. Bev 358-7771 or 
carolbellbc@yahoo.ca

MASSAGE THERAPIES
Myofascial, Swedish, Lymphatic, Joint Play, Craniosacral, 

Visceral, Somatoemotion, Chakras, Nutrition etc.
MTA rates (Low income consideration)

also MSP, WCB, ICBC & care plans
Garth R. Hunter, R.M.T.

Slocan Health Clinic - Thursdays
250-358-2364 • Mobile & Office

Susan L. Yurychuk • 250-358-6804
By Appointment Only • New Denver

myofascial release • deep tissue massage • relaxation massage

MASSAGE

Stone Massage • Deep Tissue  
Salt Glows • Mud Wraps & More

CLASSIFIED ADS
AuTOMOTIVE

1990 TOYOTA FORERUNNER 4x4, 
4 cylinder, standard, good tires, lift kit, 
alarm system, well maintained. $3500 obo. 
250-364-9869.
H A V E  Y O U  U N - M E T 
TRANSPORTATION NEEDS? Kaslo 
Branch, Nelson Carshare Co-op is your 
answer. Free gas, insurance, repairs & 
vehicle replacement. Info 250-509-2002 
or www.nelsoncar.com. 
19’ NOMAD TRAILER, Queen-bed, 
bthrm, exc condition, $8,000. 1-250-269-
7672 (after 4 pm).
2006 YAMAHA VINO 50 cc SCOOTER 
(blk), only 405 km, 2400. 1-250-267-7672 
(after 4 pm).
1991 ACURA INTEGRA – Runs well. 
Good starter car. $1,000. 250-358-7924.

BuSINESS OPPORTuNITIES
WANT TO START YOUR OWN 
BUSINESS?  Community Futures 
offers business counselling and start-up 
information. Appointments available in 
Nakusp and New Denver. Contact Farhana 
Dumont at 265-3674, ext. 205 or email 
nakusp@futures.bc.ca. 

CARD OF THANKS
THANKS TO THE SLOCAN VALLEY 
CO-OP - For providing support funding 
for our “Everyone Plays” soccer program. 
Because of your generosity several kids in 
the Slocan Valley have been out kicking the 
soccer ball around this season in our Soccer 
League. Thank you so much for making it 
happen. -SLOCAN VALLEY RECREATION 
Ph 226-0008.

A BIG THANKS to all the New Denver 
May Days organizers and volunteers for a 
wonderful weekend!
THANKS TO THE VOLUNTEERS who 
rescued our kayak. Anyone with watercraft 
on shore – watch out for the rising water!
WE WOULD LIKE TO THANK the 
May Day Committee, the Village of New 
Denver and the Village of Silverton and the 
people in the community who nominated 
us and presented the Citizen of the Year 
2009 Award to us on May Day. Thank you 
very much.

-Carol Pengelly, Stan Wilson 
and Wendy Harlock

COMING EVENTS
SPRING FEST 2009. Join us Saturday, 
June 6 at the Memorial Hall in Silverton 
for a Spaghetti Dinner and enjoy the rest of 
the evening with Four Enjoyable, Diverse 
Kootenay Bands—Swing, Country, Folk, 
Classic Rock and Blues. Something for every 
taste! Tickets are $20.00 for the Spaghetti 
Dinner (Meal serviced at 5:30 pm) and the 
Evening’s Entertainment. Only 100 Spaghetti 
Dinner and Entertainment Tickets available! 
After 6:30, admission to the Spring Fest $5.00 
at the door. Tickets are available at Silverton 
Building Supply and Mountainberry Foods. 
For more information please contact Kathy 
(250) 358-2852. Please Watch for the Posters!
NEW DENVER FRIDAY MARKET 
happens every Friday, June through 
September, 10 am to 2 pm. Locally grown 
produce, flowers and herbs with a unique 
selection of Kootenay artisans wares. Info: 
250-358-7733.

WINLAW FARMERS’ MARKET, 
Sundays 10 – 2. Opens May 31. Vendors 
wanted, call Kim 226-7862 or Sam 226-6942.
THE KOOTENAY DANCEBEAT 
Society presents The Bill Lynch Blues Band 
(aka the Lazy Poker Blues Band) Saturday, 
June 13th, 2009 at the Junction Church, 
South Slocan, 8-11 pm. Limited tickets, 
$12.00. Refreshments, mixers, door prizes. 
Tickets 250 365-0590, 250 352-7999 or 250 
358-2448 www.dancingbeat.org.
JUNE 3, 5:30-7:00 LUCERNE SCHOOL 
GARDEN  Volunteer Appreciation 
Barbecue. Celebrate the year, thank our 
volunteers and say goodbye to Trish 
Hawkins. Parents, students all volunteers 
are welcome to a free barbecue put on by 
the Lucerne staff. There will be a book swap 
in the gym and a presentation with cake at 6 
pm. Please join us for this event.
FARM FENCING BASICS with Craig 
Sapriken from HAY Maintenance. 1-4 pm, 
Sunday June 7. Vallican Whole Community 
Centre. Register: 250-226-7957. $15/1, $25/2.
TEMPORARY CLOSURE Beginning 
Monday, June 8.  Ainsworth Hot Springs 
Pool and Caves will be closed for scheduled 
maintenance. Work is expected to last 
about a week. For more information visit 
www.hotnaturally.com or call 250-229-
4212. Ainsworth Hot Springs Resort 
apologizes for any inconvenience and hopes 
to welcome you back soon. 

Business Classified Ads 
start at $10.00

Call 358-7218 for details

ALFA GUILD GALLERY in partnership 
with Selkirk College presents the first 
exhibition of the 2009 season: Barbara 
Maye Ghost Trees 
(Installation) & School District #10 
Children’s Show. June 3 - June 21. Opening 
Reception Friday, June 5th 6 - 8 pm. 
MEMBER ROOM  - ongoing exhibition. 
Gallery Hours 12-4, Wed – Sun.
NAKUSP KICKS OFF Celebrate Canada 
on Sunday, June 21st with the 1st Annual 
National Aboriginal Day. Then the Soapbox 
Derby takes place on Sunday, June 28th, 
followed by the jam-packed Canada Day 
celebrations on Wednesday, July 1st. Come 
and celebrate with us! Entries for Soapbox 
Derby and Canada Day Parade welcome. 
For event details and contact names, please 
call Beth at 265-0024, email cpc@nakusp.
com or check the Main Events calendar at 
www.nakusparrowlakes.com.
CALLING ALL KIDS!  Kootenay 
Covenant Bible Camp (http://www.
kcbcamp.org/) near Riondel happening 
SOON! Junior Camp  Ages 8, 9, 10 
July 13-16; Intermediate Camp Ages 
11, 12, 13 July 20-26;  Teen Camp Ages 
13-17 July 27-Aug. 1. Cost is $175.00 
(subsidies available). CAMP IS FUN! 
Swimming, archery, canoeing, campfires 
and more!  Information: Sorenson’s 353-
2248; Hansell’s 353-2042.
FRIENDS OF WEST KOOTENAY 
PARKS SOCIETY PRESENT A PICNIC 
AND TRAIL BEE at Kokanee Creek 
Provincial Park. All welcomed. Family 
Event. Meet at the Visitor Centre at 
Kokanee Creek Provincial Park at 11AM on 

Saturday, June 6. Bring hand brushing tools 
if you have any. Act locally for Environment 
Week. Info: call Ian at 250-353-7425.
READY, SET, LEARN – Three Mondays 
- June 8, 15 and 22 from 1:30-3:30 at 
the New Denver Nursery School. For 
children aged 3 and 4 with their parents. 
Circle time, snack, and learning activities. 
Healthy snack provided. This is a parent 
participation program. For more info, call 
Charlene, Early Childhood Educator, at 
250-358-7768.
EMPLOYMENT OPPORTuNITY

LAWNS TO GARDENS Assistant 
Position with Kaslo Food Security Project at 
North Kootenay Lake Community Services 
Society. Seeking a strong, fit garden 
assistant to work with the Lawns to Gardens 
coordinator to renovate two lawns into 
gardens in Kaslo. Experience in gardening 
is an asset, and ability to take direction and 
work independently is necessary. A vehicle 
and clean driver’s abstract, and First Aid 
certificate is desirable. The position may 
also entail some community outreach. 
Basic computer and good communications 
skills are required. Details of the position 
16 hours per week for 18 weeks at $12 per 
hour (June to September). Position to start 
ASAP. Submit resume to administrator@
nklcss.org or fax to 250-353-7691.
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• Spring Cleaning • Home Detailing 
• House Prepping • Painting

Call now for your free consultation!
265-0241

Window 
Washing 
Gutter 

Cleaning 

HALL LUMBER 
& BUILDING SUPPLIES

Open Mon, Tues, Wed, Fri & Sat 
10 am to 5 pm

PHONE 250-269-0043
Find us at 280 Lower Inonoaklin Rd. 

Edgewood, BC

COLES RENTALS
HEATERS (PROPANE & ELECTRIC)

PLATE TAMPERS, JUMPING JACKS, REBAR 
BENDER JACKHAMMERS, HAMMER DRILLS, 

CONCRETE MIXERS, CONCRETE SAWS, 
TILECUTTERS, BLOCKCUTTERS, SCAFFOLDING, 

FLOOR SANDERS, NAILERS - ALL TYPES, 
LM ROTARY LAZER TRANSIT, GENERATORS, 
WATER PUMPS, COMPRESSORS, INSULATED 
TARPS, PRESSURE WASHERS, ROTO TILLER, 

PROPERTY PIN LOCATOR, CHIPPER/SHREDDER, 
GAS POST HOLE DIGGER, WOODSPLITTER 

...AND MUCH MORE!
PHONE 358-2632
1-888-358-2632

FOR ALL YOUR 
PROPANE NEEDS

359-7373
1-800-471-5630

Your local bulk dealer & service centre

• Registered Septic System 
designer and installer •
• Ready Mix Concrete • 

• Lock Blocks • Drain Rock • 
• Road Crush • Sand & Gravel • 

• Dump Trucks • Excavator • 
• Crusher • Coloured Concrete • 

• Site Preparation •
Box 1001, Nakusp, BC, V0G 1R0
Ph. 265-4615 • vieirac@telus.net

Installation and maintenance 

call Jim Berrill
(250) 359-5922

JEMS Propane Ltd.

ICF Building Products
“We provide Star Service”    

1-888-289-4731

EQUIPMENT RENTAL

Tradesman Electric
commercial • residential 

new construction • renovations
Reliable friendly service

Free Estimates Call Steve 226-7163

CONSTRUCTION • HOME • GARDEN 

YOUR VALLEY COMFORT AND BLAZE KING DEALER 
SPECIALIZING IN WOOD/ELECTRIC, WOOD/OIL AND 

WOOD/GAS COMBINATION FURNACES
Certified • Insured

COMPLETE SALES 
SERVICE AND 
INSTALLATION

Slocan City, BC • (250) 355-0088
website: www.kootenayfurnace.com

email: kfurnace@netidea.com

P&L Flooring Sales
265-9955

Locally owned & operated in Burton 
Serving the Arrow & Slocan Lakes areas

Hundreds of styles to 
choose from!!

BUSINESS DIRECTORY

Legendary Meats 
Bulk - Beef, Pork, Buffalo 

and Sausage Sales
Custom Cutting & Sausage Making, 

Curing & Smoking of Bacons & Hams
Spring & Summer Hours: 
Open Wed., Thurs. & Fri. 

9 am till 5 pm
Phone: 226-7803

2826 Hwy 6 • Slocan Park

MEAT CUTTING
Crescent Bay 

Construction Ltd.
Eric Waterfield — Construction

Nakusp, BC • Ph. 250 265-3747 • Fx. 250 265-3431 
• Email cresbay@telus.net

KF PowerVac
Duct Cleaning & Duct Sanitizing

Local: 355-2485 • Toll-free: 1-888-652-0088
email: carrie@netidea.com

Peter’s New & Used Windows & More
Sales & Installations

• Energy Efficient Vinyl & Wood Windows •
• Residential Installations & Renovations/Upgrades •

• Wooden & Metal Doors •
Peter Demoskoff • Cell: 250-608-0505

Tel: 250-399-4836 • Fax: 250-399-4831

BAkERY
Sappho’s Bakery
Rear, 309 Kildare St. New Denver
Thurs – Sat, 10 am – 2 pm, 5 – 8 pm
Pizza,  Fresh Bread Daily
358-2119

Certified Organic Bedding Plants
Selected Perennials
9:00 - 5:00 Daily, 

april through June

Perry Siding  •  355-2459
7231 Avis Rd.

Oso Renewable Energy
Empowering you to harvest green, free, locally sourced energy!
Solar Hot Water, Solar Electric, Microhydro 

Back-up power - Design and Installation
A capital Investment with reliable returns

Oh so durable tools for a secure energy  future

Kip Drobish  (250) 358-2660 
www.OsoSolar.com

CONSTRUCTION
FOUNDATIONS • FRAMING
ROOFING • RENOVATIONS

Experienced Professionals
H. & L. MANCIA CONSTUCTION • PO BOX 97 • 

NAKUSP, BC • V0G 1R0 • PHONE: 250-265-4525

This space could be yours for 
$10.00 + GST per issue.
Call 358-7218 or email: 

valleyvoice@netidea.com
for details

CLASSIFIED ADS

Willow Home Gallery
Kitchen • Bed • Bath • Walls

with Kootenay Artisans

Beautiful. Practical. Affordable.
429 Front Street, Kaslo 250-353-2257

This space could be yours for 
$10.00 + GST per issue.
Call 358-7218 or email: 

valleyvoice@netidea.com
for details

EMPLOYMENT OPPORTuNITY
THE WHOLE SCHOOL is hiring both a 
primary elementary teacher and half-time 
kindergarten teacher for the upcoming 
2009-2010 school year. Desired applicants 
have current BCCT certification along 
with a passion for alternative education. 
For further information please contact 
the Principal, Kari Bergerson at (250) 
226-7737. Resumes can be emailed to 
wholeschool@gmail.com or faxed to (250) 
226-0041. Closing date June 15th.

FOR RENT
AVAILABLE IMMEDIATELY, Nice 
15 x 20 office or gallery located next to 
the Silverton Building Supplies. $250.00/
Month + small utility. Call 250-358-2293.
NEW DENVER, 811 Kildare Street. 3 
bed, 2 bath. Centrally located near lake and 
school. Available immediately. $850/month 
+ util. References required. 250-358-7924.

FOR SALE
MOUNTAIN CORAL PRODUCTS are 
available again in New Denver. Selling skin 
care bars and powdered Mountain Coral. 
Call 250-358-7171.
8’ FRONTIER CAMPER. 3 way fridge, 
stove, furnace, hydraulic jacks. Clean, no 
leaks. $1,500 obo. 269-7462.
9 ½’ BIGFOOT CAMPER, 815 kg net 
weight, self-contained, excellent condition, 
$6,000. 250-269-7454.
MAYTAG STOVE, large oven, ceramic 
top. $200. 358-2119, between 8 am and 8 
pm (no Sunday calls).

FREEBIES
PLEASE ADOPT older neutered tabby. 
Loving companion. Forest raised. Quiet 
area needed. 226-7520.

GARDENING
WORMY CHERRIES? Use Kootenay 
Covers. Grow perfect, POISON-FREE, 
WORM-FREE CHERRIES! Also protects 
from wasps & birds. Re-usable. www.
kootenaycovers.com or call 353-2264. 
Available at Kaslo Building Supplies, 
Nelson Farmer Supply, Columbia Valley 
Greenhouses.
ELDERBEE GREENS JUNE SALE – 
annual stock 25% reduced, starting June 6. 
Open 9-5 daily, 250-355-2459.

HEALTH
YOGA AT THE DOMES - Starting June 
6th yoga will resume on Saturday mornings 
9:00 - 10:30. Everyone is welcome to this 
Flow class - easy postures inviting the body 
to open up and release its energy. Otherwise 
Yoga remains the same - Monday morning 
Flow 9-10:30 and Thursday afternoon 
Restorative 3:30 - 5:00. Open to all levels 
all the time. Look forward to seeing you 
there!  Madeleine (2475).
FULL SPECTRUM BODY WORK 
offers deep tissue and stress reduction 
treatments in the privacy of your own 
home. For additional info and to book 
appointments please call 358-6808.
PILATES WITH SUSAN in Nakusp 
- Discover this powerful, head to toe, 
workout for all fitness levels. Call 265-4952 
or visit my website at www.susanspilates.
com.

HELP WANTED
SANDON MUSEUM will have a position 
for a student starting in June. 30 hours 
per week, mostly dealing with public 
and introducing the museum in Sandon. 
Resumes to Sandon Historical Society, Box 
52, New Denver BC V0G 1S0.

THE SILVERY SLOCAN HISTORICAL 
SOCIETY is now accepting applications 
for a Museum Attendant for summer 2009. 
Eligible applicants must be registered 
full-time students during the preceeding 
academic year and intending to return to 
full-time studies this fall, and without a 
full-time summer job (ie: over 30 hours 
per week). Position subject to pending 
approval from Service Canada. $9/hour, 
30 hours per week. Start on or about 
June 21. Send resumes to Silvery Slocan 
Historical Society, Box 301, New Denver, 
BC V0G 1S0.
THE SILVERTON HISTORICAL 
SOCIETY is looking for a summer 
student for the months of July and August. 
This position is funded through Service 
Canada and is open to students currently 
attending or planning to return to school 
or university in September. Duties include 
welcoming visitors to the Interpretive 
Centre and Museum; explaining and 
interpreting historical artifacts and displays, 
maintenance of museum displays; cash 
collections of donations to the Centre and 
gardening duties. 

The successful candidate will possess 
strongly developed office skills, ability 
to work independently, knowledge of the 
history of the area and a desire to assist 
visitors to the Centre.

Hours of work are Wednesday through 
Saturday, 9 am to 4 pm, commencing July 
1st and ending August 30th. Rate of pay is 
$10 per hour. 

Interested candidates are invited to 
send a resume and references to: Box 17A, 
Silverton Historical Society, Box 17A, 
VOG 2B0.

LIVESTOCK
KOOTENAY MOBILE POULTRY 
ABATTOIR - We slaughter chickens 
and turkeys. Food safety inspected and 
bagged. For the East/West Kootenays, 
turkeys not to be over 20 lbs. Employment 
offered. Call for slaughter schedule and 
employment. Please let us know ASAP if 
you’re interested in our services! Gerry, 
250-489-5798.

NOTICES
FOR INFORMATION ON AA OR 
ALANON MEETINGS contact Therese 
358-7904; John 265-4924; Tonio 358-7158; 
Dave 353-2658; Joan 355-2805; Dan 359-
7817; Bill 226-7705.
A GROUP PICTURE including two 
children was used in campaign literature 
of Michelle Mungall’s. Afterwards, the 
campaign was informed that their parents 
did not consent to the children’s likenesses 
in these materials. The children are in 
no way affiliated with Michelle or the 
BCNDP. On notification of this, we have 
withdrawn these photographs from all 
campaign materials that we were able to. 
We apologize for any confusion or stress 
this may have caused.
CONNECTIONS SUPPORT GROUP 
- Do you feel depressed, anxious, have 
seasonal affected spectrum disorder and feel 
isolated? Would you like to socialize and 
share support and solutions with others who 
understand your situation in a confidential 
environment? A weekly facilitated member 
directed group is forming at the end of June, 
based on sharing activities, social outings, 
resources and support. Free. To register 
please e-mail connections@nklcss.org or call 
Jenny at 250-353-7691 confidential extension 
302 and leave a number for call back.

PETS
FROG PEAK PET RESORT – brand 
new facility – five indoor/outdoor 
kennels. 2-acre, fenced adventure 
park. On leash excursions. Owner 
experienced vet assistant. 250-226-7660. 
frogpeakpetresort@columbiawireless.ca 
www.frogpeakpetresort.com.

REAL ESTATE

OPEN HOUSE: 1456 23RD ST. NW, 
NAKUSP - Come and view this unique 
home on private acreage this Saturday, 
June 6, 1-3 pm. Go north from Nakusp, past 
Hotsprings Rd and turn left on 23rd. Watch 
for open house signs. 

RECREATION
BALLROOM, LATIN, SWING Dance 
locally. Group classes, private lessons and 
wedding packages available. Professional 
instruction by Fran Wallis, Bronze Associate 
with Dance Vision, IDA. 1-250-358-2448.

SERVICES
RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL 
SEPTIC TANK CLEANING: “Serving 
the Valley” 7 days/wk, 24-hr. All-Around 
Septic Services, Don Brown (250) 354-
3644, emergency 352-5676.
ROGAN ELECTRIC Residential, 
commercial, industrial wiring. Local 
references available. All work guaranteed. 
“We get the job done.” 353-9638.



June 3, 2009     The Valley Voice  19COMMUNITY

Fern’s
Now delivering to New Denver 

& Silverton on Saturdays!
Call me and we can arrange anything!
KASLO: Phone/Fax: 1-250-353-7474

WEST KOOTENAY
MACHINE SHOP

915 Front Street
Nelson, BC V1L 4C1
(Railway Side Access)

General Machining
Parts Repaired or 

Remanufactured

Shop Phone/Fax
250-352-2123

Dave Smith     Owner/Machinist

Slocan Auto &
Truck Repairs

24 hour towing 
BCAA, Slocan, BC  

355-2632

111 Mcdonald Drive, Nelson, BC
ph 250-352-3191

sales@mainjet.ca • www.mainjet.ca

NAKUSP GLASS
201 Broadway

265-3252
The clear choice for 
all your glass needs!

SALES & SERVICE
98 - 1st Street, Nakusp • 265-4911

OPEN 6 DAYS A WEEK
CHAINSAWS
• Stihl
• Husqvarna
MOWERS
• Snapper
• Toro
• Lawnboy

TRIMMERS
• Homelite
• Stihl • Toro
• Husqvarna
SMALL ENGINES
• Tecumseh
• Briggs & Stratton

AUTOMOTIVE • SMALL MOTORS • MACHINE SHOP
Caribou Service
(250) 265-3191

5549 Frontage Road
Burton, BC

24 Hr Towing and Recovery
Auto Repairs & Tires

Auto Parts

FLORIST

24 HOuR TOWING
1007 HWY 23, NAKuSP

PH: 265-4577

• welding repairs • full service 
& repair • licenced technician • 

radiator repairs & service • mobile 
service available • fast, friendly 

and

INDUSTRIES
Your Friendly neighbourhood Mechanic

•Automotive Electrical Specialist  •BC Certified Mechanic
• Certified Vehicle Inspector  •Small Engine Certified

(250) 353-2800 • 8845 Hwy 31 • Kaslo

MOUNTAIN VALLEY STATION
BOTTLE DEPOT

Slocan City • 355-2245
Open MON - SAT  9-5

Your “Bottle Drive” Specialists

CLEANING

RECYCLING
Mark Adams

Certified General Accountant
P.O. Box 279
New Denver, BC 
V0G 1S0

BUS. 250-358-2411

ACCOUNTANT
Beside Slocan Park Service

2976 Highway 6, Slocan ParkJEWELRY
Jo’s Jewelry

Custom work and repair in 
silver and Gold, by appointment

358-2134
new denver, Goldsmith Jo-anne barClay

Nakusp   265-4406

BCAA Towing

COMPUTER

ken@palmercomputerservices.com

Palmer 
Computer 
Services

- Repairs 
- Upgrades 

- Consulting
Microsoft Certified 
Systems EngineerPhone: 355-2235

Advertise in the Valley Voice
Your locally owned, independent 

community newspaper

This space could be yours for 
$10.00 + GST per issue.
Call 358-7218 or email: 

valleyvoice@netidea.com
for details

BUSINESS DIRECTORY

Financial 
advice for the 
graduates

Yes, it’s that time of year again 
when the high schools, colleges and 
universities are celebrating graduation.

Graduates, you’ve heard all the 
clichés by now – how “when one door 
closes another opens” – “that the ending 
of this chapter in your life is just the 
beginning of a new and more exciting 
one” – how “you must follow your 
passions to find your true purpose in 
life,” etc, etc. During the commencement 
ceremonies, there are always these tidbits 
of tried and true inspirational messages 
that provide some wisdom and help 
launch you into this unchartered territory 
we call life.

Problem is, those words of wisdom 
frequently fail to lay out a game plan to 
help you actually walk through those 
doors, start the next chapter or afford 
to pursue a passion. The rarely spoken 
truth is – IT TAKES MONEY – and 
proper care of that money – to do all of 
those things.

And, for you graduates, the task 

1127 4th St. Castlegar, BC  1-888-365-4888 • 365-2345

For Clients Who Appreciate...
Serious Planning... Serious Advice...

Serious Results...
Collin Ludwar - B.Comm, CFP  
Debbie Pereversoff - CFP, CSA 

Tim Affolter - CFP, FDS, CLU, ChFC
Financial Planners with 

Assante Financial Management Ltd.
www.affolterfinancial.com

SLOCAN VALLEY RECREATION
COMPOSTING ONCE OVER - With Betty Offin. Sat. June 6th Vallican Whole.
EXPLORING COLLAGE - With Natasha Smith. Sat. June 6th. Passmore.
YOGA FOR TWO - With Eliza Gooderham. Sun. June 7th. Art Farm, Winlaw.
CREATING A WATER FEATURE - With Nate Orasuk, Sat. June 13th, The Beanery 
in Slocan Park.
WILDFLOWER DRAWING - With Evelyn Kirkaldy. Lower Valley Session - Sat. 
June 13th.
TO BEE OR NOT TOO BEE - With Bob Lerch. Sat June 20th Passmore area.
SAFE AT HOME - For ages 10+ . With Susie Myers. Mon. June 25th
YOUTH GOLF CAMP - Valleyview Golf Club. July 2nd & 3rd. 9 a.m. to 12 noon.
KIDS SUMMER REC’ PROGRAMS - Lots coming up. Watch for details in the next 
Valley Voice.

226-0008

Financial
Forum

with Debbie
Pereversoff

of managing borrowed and earned 
money has been made much harder by 
an economic recession and a volatile 
stock market. That combination of 
bad financial circumstances has made 
colleges poorer, lenders stricter and the 
job market tougher.

Whether you are going off to college 
or university, perhaps starting a career or 
just looking for a job, it’s time to exert 
some fiscal discipline. If you don’t, then 
you won’t have what it takes to be free 
to live out your dreams. Money buys 
freedom while debt shackles you to past 
purchases and bad choices. So here’s a 
game plan you can use to manage your 
money and keep debt low:

Ignore the Status Symbols:  all of 
you have had the privilege of living in 
comfort and having the basics of food, 
shelter and clothing.  Many of you have 
been able to land a part-time job that has 
given you the privilege of “disposable 
income” to buy designer shoes, fancy 
clothes, vehicles and toys. You will soon 
learn that money will be tight and that 
these “status symbols” are not important 
after all. Look for bargains, shop wisely, 
avoid temptation – you’ll find yourself 
much richer in the end.

Pay bills on time: Being late on 
your rent, utility services, car loans or 
credit card bills can result in late fees and 
higher interest charges. Help yourself 
out by using an online banking service 
to automate your payments so you are 

not late. This is your first chance to 
establish your credit rating. Don’t screw 
it up! You’ll need a good credit rating 
to be entitled to receiving the lowest 
interest rate you can get for those major 
purchases like your first home.

Learn to cook: If you will be living 
in your first apartment – off campus or 
in a new city – get some cookbooks and 
start practicing. Being able to prepare a 
meal at home saves you tons of money.  
Humble yourself to ask for guidance 
from your parents. If you’re still living 
at home, perhaps you can help out by 
cooking a few dinner meals a week 
and being open to some constructive 
criticism to help you hone your skills. 
Starbucks, Tim Horton’s – coffee on 
the go? Remember, a fancy cappuccino 
or latte will set you back about $5 or 
so each time. If you’re prone to having 
one or more a day…yikes – well, you 
do the math!

Start a savings account:  As a 
financial planner you would think that 
I’d be encouraging you to start a savings 
plan right away. Yes, I do believe that 
it’s necessary to start the discipline of 
saving as early as possible but I tend to 
lean towards getting rid of high interest 
rate debt as a main priority at this stage 
in life. Even if you have graduated from 
college or university and have now 
found yourself in the work force, make 
a concerted effort to get that debt paid off 
quickly. If you’ve accomplished that task 

then start an investment plan through a 
Tax Free Savings Plan or if you are a 
higher income earner then utilize the 
benefits of saving within a Registered 
Retirement Savings Plan.

Live within your means: As 
mentioned at the beginning of this 
article, you’ve probably heard all of the 
inspirational messages you’d ever want 
to by now. But, here’s a little tidbit from 

this financial planner that will help you 
now and forever more. Remember that 
your income must be more than your 
out-go or your upkeep will be your 
downfall.  Good luck and best wishes 
to all of the graduates!

Debbie Pereversoff CFP CSA is a 
Certified Financial Planner with her 
company The Affolter Financial Group 
Inc. in Castlegar.

submitted
Based on the tremendous success of 

the pilot year in 2008, the Community 
Fruit Harvesting Project is pleased to 
continue offering this service to the 
communities of New Denver, Silverton, 

Community Fruit Harvesting Project gears up in New Denver – Silverton area
and nearby Area H. The project offers a 
free service of fruit harvesting as well as 
the removal of windfall and damaged 
fruit from properties. Usable fruit is 
shared among fruit tree owners and 
volunteer pickers, last year more than 

1500 lbs of local fruit was enjoyed by 
participants. The project aims to reduce 
the waste of fruit while increasing the use 
and security of local food. The issue of 
bears is addressed by removing attractants 
from properties with the goal to reduce 

bear-human conflicts. Education of fruit 
harvesting, care, and processing is offered 
in workshops throughout the season.  If 
you are a fruit tree owner with more 
produce than you can manage, register 
your fruit trees as soon as possible for the 

2009 season. If you are interested in food 
preservation and taking home a portion 
of the produce harvested, sign up to be a 
volunteer picker. Please call the Project 
Coordinator, Bree Lillies, at 250-358-
7225 for further details.
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W e d d i n g  D r e s s e s  & 
Prom Dresses, Mother of 
the Bride & Bridesmaid 

Dresses, Cocktail Dresses, 
Custom Design & Accessories

1B-1801 Columbia Ave (above CIBC), 
Castlegar 250-304-1901,
info@kissthekootenaybride.ca 
www.kissthekootenaybride.ca

Win a wedding dress with Kiss The Bride and Jasmine Bridal! On June 13, 2009 KTB will host its first an-
nual Kissing Contest. The couple that stays lip-locked the longest wins a wedding dress from the Jasmine 
Bridal line (max. value $1100). Couples must pre-register and can drop by or call the store for more details!

The final concert in this season’s TD Canada Trust Sunday Coffee Concert 
Series will feature La Cafamore, a string quartet comprised of musicians 

Carolyn Cameron, Josette Laforge, Alexis More and Jeff Faragher. Formed 
in 2008, the group hails from the West kootenays and will be performing the 

music of Beethoven, Haydn, Shostakovich and others. This concert takes 
place at the kootenay Gallery on June 14 from 1:30 to 3 pm. Tickets are 

available at the door for $8 and $5 for gallery members. 

submitted
Ombudsman Kim Carter has 

released her report, Last Resort: 
Improving Fairness and Accountability 
in British Columbia’s Income Assistance 
Program. All but one of the report’s 28 
recommendations have been accepted 
by the Ministry of Housing and Social 
Development.

“Given the current economic 
situation, more British Columbians 
may be forced to rely on income 
assistance programs. This highlights 
the importance of ensuring that these 
programs are run in a fair, accessible, 
transparent and accountable way,” 
Carter said.

As a result of the Ombudsman’s 
investigation, the ministry agreed to 
make several practical improvements 
to income assistance programs that will 
benefit individuals.

Key among these are:
• The ministry will provide 

all applicants with a clear written 

Ombudsman recommends improvements to income assistance
explanation of the steps involved in the 
income assistance application process.

• People who have already looked 
for work for at least three weeks directly 
prior to applying for income assistance 
will not be required to conduct a further 
three-week work search before their 
eligibility is assessed. The ministry has 
already made the necessary regulatory 
amendment to effect this change.

• Some people whose medical 
conditions present barriers to their 
employment will be able to apply 
for status as Persons with Persistent 
Multiple Barriers to Employment 
(PPMB) at the same time that they apply 
for income assistance, instead of being 
made to wait a further 12 months to be 
assessed for these additional benefits.

• The ministry will offer to provide 
clients with written reasons for all 
reviewable decisions.

• The ministry will develop new 
policies and arrangements designed to 
reduce the distances that people have 

to travel in order to sign documents 
in person. This will assist British 
Columbians living in rural and remote 
areas.

The ministry also agreed to make 
several changes that will enhance the 
overall transparency and accountability 
of income assistance programs. 

The government did not accept 
the Ombudsman’s Recommendation 
23, which called for compensation for 
people who were adversely affected by 
the delayed enactment of a regulatory 
amendment. Ministry figures show that 
at least 400 people were deprived of 
additional benefits that they would have 
been entitled to, had the amendment 
been in place.

Along with the specific changes 

the ministry will be making, or has 
already made, Carter noted that her 
systemic investigation also underlined 
the importance of some basic principles 
of fair administration.

“In order to be fair, government 
programs must be accessible to those 
they are designed to serve. Policies 
that are unfair or unreasonable must 
be changed. It is also necessary for the 
government to ensure it is complying 
with its own policies and standards, and 
to use objective and reliable methods 
to measure its own performance,” 
Carter said.

The report follows a lengthy 
systemic investigation that was initially 
prompted by complaints about income 
assistance that the British Columbia 

Public Interest Advocacy Centre (BC 
PIAC) brought to the attention of the 
Ombudsman’s office in 2005. The 
Ombudsman’s office issued its first 
report on this investigation in March 
2006, and has now concluded the 
systemic investigation. “This report 
and the recommendations that will 
be implemented are an example of 
the results that can be achieved when 
advocacy groups, the Ombudsman’s 
office and the government work toward 
positive change. I appreciate BC 
PIAC’s dedication to fairness and the 
cooperation of many staff in the Ministry 
of Housing and Social Development 
throughout this investigation.”

The report is available at www.
ombudsman.bc.ca.

by Katrine Campbell 
The Slocan Valley has long been 

known as rich in artistic talents; now, 
the Valhalla Film School is revealing 
the hidden animators among us.

At its 2009 film festival May 8 
and 9 student animators – youth and 
adults – showed the results of the 
work they did with the professional 
filmmakers in residence. The results 
were varied, and very well done.

The pros included animators 
Alison Snowden and David Fine 
(Bob & Margaret, Ricky Sprocket, 
George & Rosemary) and filmmaker 
Moira Simpson (Kosovo, Flipping 
the World, When Hockey Came to 

Student filmmakers, poets delight Silverton audience
Belfast). Snowden and Fine were 
here for their second year as mentors 
with the youth film school, while 
Simpson was here for the first time, 
working with the new film school 
for adults.

On the Friday night, the audience 
in the newly refurbished Silverton 
Memorial Hall were treated to 
six short films by LESS students, 
six by other filmmakers, and then 
listened, laughed and applauded 
enthusiastically for short poems 
composed by young writers from 
grades five and six. These kids had 
been working with Stuart Ross, a 
Toronto poet and writer-in-residence 

at Lucerne.
The evening ended with a Ricky 

Sprocket episode, Snowden’s short 
Second Class Mail (nominated for 
an Academy award) and the North 
American premiere of Wallace and 
Grommit: A Matter of Loaf and 
Death.

Kudos to all the participants 
for their creativity and production 
skills, to the instructors, and to the 
Valhalla Fine Arts Society. And 
congratulations to the Silverton 
Community Club for the great job 
they’ve done in renovating the hall 
– and for adding a sound system that 
you can feel in your bones.

by Katrine Campbell
Need a fishing licence? Don’t have 

access to the internet?
Too bad.
The Province has gone to an 

internet-based system so you can no 
longer buy a paper licence at your local 
tackle shop or hardware store. If you 
can’t do it yourself on-line, you must 
go to a Service BC or FrontCounter BC 
government office.

In the West Kootenay area, there 
are only three such offices: in Nakusp, 
Nelson and Trail. There is also one 
store, the Slocan Valley Co-op, that 
is offering the use of its own business 
computer and internet connection for 
people to apply. 

Kootenay West NDP MLA Katrine 
Conroy was presented with a petition of 
almost 600 names that were collected 
in a week by people concerned with 

Fishing e-licences: another boondoggle
the changes. The petition calls for the 
government to reverse the policy, at 
least in rural areas.

Rural areas often do not have 
internet connections, Conroy notes, or 
they have a dial-up connection which 
provides a very slow service. 

Many people will have to drive 
quite a distance to purchase a license. 
The changes occurred with little or no 
consultation and will create hardship for 
many businesses dependent on tourists, 
Conroy says.

However, between April 1 and 
17, anglers didn’t have to worry about 
buying a new fishing licence – the 
system crashed. Environment Minister 
Barry Penner signed an order exempting 
sports fishers from having a licence until 
April 17 – to allow enough time for the 
ministry to deliver paper licence stock 
to vendors throughout the province.


