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by Katrine Campbell
New Denver will not lose its 24/7 

emergency room as of July 1, as was 
previously announced.

Brenda Hoyle, the newly installed 
Health Services Administrator for 
New Denver, Nakusp and Edgewood, 
said last week there would definitely 
be no cutoff of emergency services 
at 11 pm.

Asked why the reversal on the 
decision, IHA spokesperson Karl 
Hardt explained, “We’ve had a 
commitment from a third on-call 
physician, so that’s what’s allowing 
us to maintain 24/7 service.” 

The decision to reduce hours at 
New Denver’s emergency room was 
originally made because new policy 
requires at least three physicians on 
call to keep a 24/7 schedule at any 
emergency room in the province. 
New Denver had only two physicians 
on call until very recently. Hardt said 
the third on-call physician in New 
Denver had committed but not yet 
signed on, so no details were yet 
available.

New Administrator Brenda 
Hoyle said they previously thought 
they would have to reduce the ER 
hours because Interior Health “was 
looking at the ability to sustain 
physician services” and that now 
“the condition has been met.”

Hoyle, an RN working on her 
Master’s degree in health leadership,  
has only been on the job for a month 
after taking over from Deborah 
Austin. Asked what her job entails, 
she answered that part of her duties 
were figuring out her duties, because 
they would be specific to the needs of 
each community and facility. 

New Denver’s Emergency Room gets a reprieve: 24/7 service to remain 
IH wants to “maintain and 

delivery quality care…in partnership 
with the community…we’re looking 

at the needs and how best to meet 
them.”

Hoyle acknowledged the work 

of the health care staff in each area, 
saying they were “really dedicated 
in providing care to the community. 

They take personal pride in their 
professionalism and ability to care.

“I’m really proud of the staff.”

submitted
The Silvery Slocan Museum 

on New Denver’s main street has 
a beautiful new cedar shingle roof, 
installed by Robert Schacher of 
Kootenay Shakes.

The old shake roof, installed 
nearly 40 years ago when the 
building was first converted 
from a bank to a museum, had 
deteriorated dramatically.  

Built in 1897 as the Bank of 
Montreal, the building dates from 
the region’s first silver mining 
boom and has remained largely 
unchanged since its construction. 
It currently houses an extensive 
collection of artifacts from the 
early years of European settlement 
in the Slocan Valley and the 
internment of Japanese Canadians 
during World War II, as well as 
a significant archival collection. 

The recently restored Lancet 
wooden motor launch is also on 
display.  

The museum, which opens 
for the season on June 20 this 
year, is operated by the Silvery 
Slocan Historical Society. The 
society’s tremendous volunteer 
contributions ensure a delightful 
experience for upwards of 4,000 
visitors annually.  

The re-roofing project was 
made possible through the 
generous financial assistance of 
the Heritage Legacy Fund and the 
Village of New Denver. The total 
project cost was $34,960.

Kootenay Shakes has recently 
replaced the roofs on several 
buildings in Kaslo as well, 
including the City Hall building, 
the United church, the Anglican 
church and the Langham. 

New cedar shake roof for Silvery Slocan Museum in New Denver
Lucerne School graduates all dressed up for a dinner and dance in Castlegar on Friday night. Mt. Sentinel and Lucerne graduation coverage, pp. 13-16.

New Denver’s beautiful Silvery Slocan Museum building has a new cedar shake roof.
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W e d d i n g  D r e s s e s  & 
Prom Dresses, Mother of 
the Bride & Bridesmaid 

Dresses, Cocktail Dresses, 
Custom Design & Accessories

1B-1801 Columbia Ave (above CIBC), 
Castlegar 250-304-1901,
info@kissthekootenaybride.ca 
www.kissthekootenaybride.ca

Celebrating 20 years of service 

to the West Kootenay

Gear and Clothing 
for Fun in the 
Mountains!

At the lake, end of Main Street,
New Denver, BC

Open May 15 – Thanksgiving

250-358-7755

by Jan McMurray
A huge turnout is expected to the 

open house on the Glacier/Howser 
independent power project that will be 
held at Kaslo’s JV Humphries School 
on June 23. 

A press release issued by the West 
Kootenay EcoSociety informs people 
of a peaceful rally to be held outside 
the school that evening at 6:15 pm, 
to call attention to “the wide-spread 
concern about the project and the lack 
of democratic process around the open 
houses.” Many people are unhappy 
that there will not be an open house in 
Nelson despite many requests for one, 
based on Nelson’s central location and 
accessibility within the region.

The West Kootenay EcoSociety 
will be renting buses out of some 
communities and are encouraging 
people to post rides needed and 
offered at www.kootenayrideshare.

Rally to be held at Glacier/Howser open house in Kaslo
com. Details on the buses will be 
posted at www.ecosociety.ca.

Open houses have also been 
scheduled for Meadow Creek on June 
24 and Invermere on June 25.

All open houses run from 5:30 to 
9 pm, with presentations beginning 
at 7 pm. A representative from the 
Environmental Assessment Office 
will explain the process that the 
Glacier/Howser application for an 
environmental certificate is now going 
through. The project proponent will 
also give a presentation about the 
project.

The public comment period runs 
from June 12 to July 27. Comments 
can be emailed to Glacier.Howser@
gov.bc.ca, faxed to 250-356-6448, or 
mailed to Garry Alexander, Project 
Assessment Director, Environmental 
Assessment Office, PO Box 9426 Stn 
Prov Govt, Victoria, BC V8W 9V1.

by Katrine Campbell
After publication of our June 3 

story ‘Fishing e-licences: another 
boondoggle,’ we received several 
phone calls from stores in the area 
that sell fishing licences.

We also received a phone call 
from Melody Way of ServiceBC. 
Way said the article was not quite 
correct, that there were 22 vendors 
in the West Kootenay where paper 

Fishing licences available at 
many local stores

licences are available.
She blamed the error on 

information “not communicated” 
and said the ministry understood 
there were lots of issues with internet 
access and “we have to be flexible.”

The original press release we 
received from the Ministry of 
Envrionment stated quite clearly, 
“The Province eliminated paper 
licences and implemented a fully 
Internet-based e-licensing system 
on April 1 after several months of 
successful trials in which both paper 
and e-licences were available.”

As it turns out, this is not true. 
Paper licences are available at many 
stores in our local communities. 

Support the Valley 
Voice with a voluntary 

subscription
Only $10-$30 
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Slocan Lake 
Dance Camp

for teens & adults
July 24-27, New Denver

Four days of Ballroom, Latin, Country and 
Swing workshops and nightly dances

$20 per person per workshop
$15 teen (bursaries available, please inquire)

www.dancingbeat.org for printable registration
form and schedule or 1-250-358-2448

by Jan McMurray
It was standing room only in 

Kaslo council chambers at the 
June 9 council meeting. The crowd 
showed up to voice opposition to 
the marina proposal by Kaslo Bay 
Developments.

The developer, Bernie Penner, 
was one of the crowd, so people were 
able to get their questions answered 
during public question period.

First, the location of the proposed 
marina was clarified. Many people 
had envisioned it to be in front of 
Kaslo Bay Park, but it is actually 
over at the far end of the bay near 
the Kaslo Bay Resort marina.

N e x t ,  t h e  g o v e r n m e n t 
regulations were explained. The 

Kaslo Bay marina opposed by crowd in council chambers
foreshore of all lakes is owned by 
the Province. Waterfront property 
owners have rights to the foreshore, 
or beach, in front of their properties. 
With foreshore rights, they can 
apply to the provincial Integrated 
Land Management Bureau (ILMB) 
for permission to have moorage 
facilities in front of their properties.

Kaslo Bay Park is owned by 
the Village, so the Village has 
foreshore rights in front of the park. 
Penner owns the Kaslo Bay Estates 
property, which sits above the 
park in a horseshoe shape, jutting 
out at the one end onto the rocky 
point that separates the park from 
Kaslo Bay Resort and condominium 
development. It is in front of the 

rocky point that Penner proposes as 
the location for his marina.

Penner has not yet applied 
to ILMB for the marina permit. 
However, he recently asked the 
Village for a letter of support for the 
marina in anticipation of applying 
for the permit.

Council declined to provide a 
letter of support. This motion was 
passed at the council meeting that 
same night.

One resident asked if ILMB 
could approve Penner’s application 
without the letter of support from 
the Village. Acting Mayor Molly 
Leathwood answered,  “Yes, 
theoretically.”

When the resident wanted to 

know if there were any other options 
available to the Village, Leathwood 
said the Village could write to 
ILMB. He asked if zoning could help 
stop the development. Councillor 
Frary said that municipal zoning 
would carry some weight with the 
Province, and explained that the 
waterfront in the bay area is zoned 
Waterfront Commercial, except 
for the park area, which is zoned 
Institutional Parkland. 

As far  as  environmental 
regulations go, Leathwood said that 
the Ministry of Environment and the 
Department of Fisheries and Oceans 
get involved once the application is 
submitted.

One woman said she was 
concerned that the nature of Kaslo 
as a quiet village would change with 
a 60-boat moorage facility. Another 
wondered how much pollution the 
boats would cause, and yet another 
added noise pollution to the list of 
concerns.

Mayor Lay said that other 
communities were having serious 
problems with managing their lakes. 
“We don’t have the answers, but 

we’ll look into them,” he said, and 
encouraged people to participate in 
the OCP review to try to address 
the issue.

Penner then answered questions 
and provided information. He 
assured that there was no fuelling 
station in the plans. “That’s a huge 
environmental issue that I am not 
prepared to get involved with.”

He also said that if the marina is 
approved, he may build less than 63 
slips – it depends on the number of 
people who buy his triplex units and 
who want moorage.

“Access is the big problem,” he 
went on to say. He has been working 
with the Kaslo Trailblazers on a plan 
to create a trail through Kaslo Bay 
Park and across the rocky point on 
his property. This trail would be 
ideal for people who purchase the 
triplexes, but Penner says he can 
create access to the marina from the 
top of the rock if need be.

Penner assured everyone that he 
had not yet applied for the permit, 
and the plan is open to review and 
scrutiny. “Please call me if you have 
any concerns,” he said. 

This conceptual drawing shows the proposed marina (circled) at the north end of the bay and the triplex buildings above the park. 
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Thoughts on 
food security

Lately I’ve read many things 
with respect to food security.  Here’s 
what I think: the move to make is to 
plant 1/4 acre of potatoes. I did this 
today and it is a fine accomplishment. 
I won’t go hungry and neither will 
my immediate friends or neighbours.  

PS: get a  milk cow.
Andy Holmberg

Edgewood

If you really care 
about your water

P l e a s e  c o m e  t o  A x o r ’s 
environmental assessment meeting 
in Kaslo and/or Meadow Creek 
(camp overnight at Glacier Creek). 
Wear something blue and bring a 
bottle of water from your source, 
which you can put on their desk with 
your written comment.

Let the water speak for itself 
about how precious it is to life in 
the Kootenays, on earth. Send water 
to Victoria.

All our First Nations have 
warned us countless times – that 
when the last tree is gone, the last 
river, the last fish and wildlife, we 
cannot eat money. 

Let us not wait for the creeks to 
run dry before we realize the true 
value of our water.

Eloise Charet
Bear Clan

MP working on 
food security

I read with interest the June 3rd 
article that described a dialogue on 
food security between local experts, 
Redfish School of Change students 
and community members. There was 
some reference made at the meeting 
that no political party in Canada 
cares about the plight of small 
farmers or the issue of food security.

I believe it would be helpful for 
your readers to know that as a result 
of an initiative by our federal NDP 
leader, Jack Layton, I have been 
undertaking a series of consultations 

right across the country dealing with 
the topic of food security and food 
sovereignty. Since June, 2008 I have 
obtained feedback from people in 
over 20 Canadian communities, 
having recently completed a visit 
to Atlantic Canada. Our goal is 
to prepare a report to the federal 
government in order to stimulate a 
discussion in the House of Commons 
on the need for a national food 
policy.

It was very encouraging for me 
to find that some of the feedback I 
had received over the last summer 
was included into our platform 
prior to the last federal election. We 
pledged to support the development 
of distribution infrastructure between 
producers and consumers, to provide 
incentives for sustainable agriculture 
practices that reduce reliance on 
chemicals and most importantly, 
to adopt the principle of Food 
Sovereignty as fundamental in all 
trade agreements.

Following on the heels of our 
national initiative the federal Liberal 
Party has also started looking at this 
question. There is no question that 
there is an urgent need to develop 
policies that will ensure a fairer 
future for farmers and a secure 
food system for all of us. We must 
be prepared for whatever climate 
catastrophes, trade disputes or 
declining energy resources throw at 
us. It is my belief that there is at least 
some hope that we can begin shifting 
the political debate to reflect the 
grassroots movement already begun.

Alex Atamanenko, MP
BC Southern Interior

Barren Fly & 
Tackle’s response 
to E-licences article

I just read the article from 
the June 3 Valley Voice about the 
new online fishing licences, and 
I wanted to correct some of the 
information.

To say that you must go to a 
Service BC or Front Counter BC 
government office to purchase a 

licence is false. And there are more 
than three such offices. 

To say that you can no longer 
buy a paper licence at your local 
tackle shop or hardware store and 
that the changes occurred with little 
or no consultation is also false. 
This change has been years in the 
making. We knew last year that it 
was going to be instated for sure this 
April. Any business who used to sell 
licences had the opportunity to keep 
selling them, and any new ones that 
want to can apply to sell them. 

I know from personal experience 
what a hassle selling fishing licences 
can be, so I am not surprised that 
many small stores chose to stop 
selling them. There is a very small 
commission for selling licences, but 
the ministry will charge a vendor the 
maximum amount possible if the 
store loses or fills any licences out 
wrong. I think the real problem is 
that sometimes it can end up costing 
a business to sell fishing licences. 
And now with the new computer 
licences, it is up to the vender to 
supply the paper and ink to print 
the licences on, not to mention the 
computer and printer you need at 
the counter. I believe this is why the 
smaller shops have stopped selling, 
inevitably making it more difficult 
for the public to buy.

But I would like to take credit 
as a small shop that has worked 
hard to continue to sell licenses. 
Even with the costs we feel it is our 
responsibility as a tackle shop to 
continue to sell for the convenience 
of our customers. I also know of a 
couple of other small shops selling 
on Kootenay Lake. Like anything 
new, it will take some time to get 
used to the new online system and 
to get all the kinks out. But I hope 
it will be beneficial in the long run.

You can buy an E-Licence at 
Barren Fly & Tackle in Kaslo!

Karissa Stroshein
Owner/Manager

Barren Fly & Tackle
Kaslo

New Denver 
has changed

It is amazing to me, whose 
family has over a 100-year history 
in New Denver, how old, run-down 
and unkempt New Denver has 
become. It seems that the town is 
starting to reflect the people who 
seem to have the loudest voices and 
oppose any attractive changes and/
or progress.

How one can take pride walking 
on the main street and other streets 

when they are covered with cigarette 
butts and dog excrement – it is mind 
boggling to say the least. 

New Denver was the ‘pearl’ of 
the West Kootenays, but I think the 
pearl crawled back into the shell 
and left town.

As one reflects, many things 
changed because of a vision held by 
many, whose roots are somewhere 
else, while many locals were 
working to provide food and shelter 
for their families.

There are many wonderful 
memories of hair cuts in the big 
ol’ barber chair at what now is the 
‘Apple Tree’; playing for hours in 
the ‘Band Stand’; fishing off the 
CP wharf; Wednesday night street 
dances in front of the hardware 
store; swinging back and forth on 
the stools at Barb’s, while having 
a float and fries and a proprietor 
who genuinely cared; shooting 
pool at the pool hall; and lots of 
excitement in the arena for young 
and old! There was also the orchard, 
with the meager homes, well kept 
with beautiful flower and vegetable 
gardens; shopping in the dry goods 
store (which was old then), but now 
is a very sad reflection of a society 
that seems to care for everything 
else but the historical roots of their 
own building.

May Days  were  a lways 
something to look forward to with 
the stands full as we watched 
baseball or the demolition derbies, 
and lots of exciting events to keep a 
person busy all weekend long.

As the population base gets 
older, and we lose our working 
class families, it seems that there 
is not much interest in providing 
the younger people with many 
options for a healthy economy or 
extracurricular activities. Now with 
the hospital being downgraded, 
what is next? Not everyone wants 
to retreat into the bush and hide 
from progress.

With the excuse of a high 
percentage of ‘absent owners’ and 
how that creates a problem, I ask, 
“Do they pay taxes?!” Do they 
provide employment opportunities 
for local people to care for their 
properties?  Most of which are 
kept far nicer than many full-time 
occupants?

Hats off to the businesses that 
are in town and trying!

It is truly a crying shame to 
remember what was and to see 
what now is.

Sabrina George
New Denver

Kaslo 
ramblings

I’d like to take a few paragraphs 
to comment on some items in the 
most recent Valley Voice.

First, to Keith Newberry’s letter 
regarding voting. It amazes me what 
length some folks will go to in order 
to defend their apathy. If we were all 
to follow Mr. Newberry’s advice, 
we’d have a dictatorship. 

There is already a tried and true 
method of registering our discontent. 
It is called ballot spoiling. You go into 
the ballot booth, deface the ballot, 
then drop it in the box. Spoiled ballots 
are counted. If there are enough of 
them, it sends a strong message to 
government. The message is, people 
care. By not voting at all, the only 
message is, we don’t care!

Second, I want to whole-heartedly 
agree with Jackie Murdock’s letter 
regarding the proposed development 
on Kaslo Bay.

Ten years ago I recommended 
to the Jazz Etc. Society they look 
into buying the land, or work out a 
deal with the Village, to preserve the 
land around the bay for development 
into a Red Rock’s style festival site. 
The idea would be to maintain its 
natural and ecological integrity, 
while creating a site for concerts and 
festivals that would bring visitors 
and money into the community, 
without taxing the resources of the 
Village. When Jim Holland became 
mayor, I thought we might see such 
a move. Instead, council allowed 
Penner’s development to go ahead.

The results are obvious. Our 
lovely little park, home to so many 
geese, is ruined. What was once 
a quiet secluded place to relax 
and enjoy, is now something off 
the Kelowna waterfront. What 
sort of legacy is that? Kaslo now 
is beginning to look like every 
other small town in BC irrevocably 
harmed by development.

For Kaslo Council to even 
entertain such a proposition, begs the 
question: Have you all gone mad?

Truth be told, the development on 
Kaslo Bay will eventually increase 
taxes and costs for ratepayers. We 
will have to upkeep the road, which 
will be much more travelled once 
the development is complete. What’s 
more, I have to wonder what the 
costs will be to locals, when it comes 
to issues such as environment.

If the marina goes ahead, it’s not 
a matter of if, but when, there will 
be gasoline and oil spills in the bay.

continued on page 5
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And what about the noise? 
People living around the bay already 
experience excessive daily noise 
pollution due to construction. What 
happens when there are dozens, 
if not hundreds, of boats moored 
down there?

And what about the geese? When 
they start pooping all over the boats, 
boat houses and wharves, are we 
going to hold an annual Goose Kill?

Bottom line, the development 
suggested for Kaslo Bay is entirely 
unsustainable and should not even 
be considered, let alone condoned. 

I’ve seen first hand what 
happens to communities when such 
developments proceed. They are 
ruined. To see the same happen here 
would be criminal.

Will Webster
Kaslo

continued from page 4

Sandon and the 
OCP

I am writing in regards to an 
item in the June 3 Valley Voice, 
‘North Valley OCP nears the finish 
line.’ In it, Katrine Campbell reports 
that the community of Sandon had 
been removed from the OCP and 
that, according to planner Meeri 
Durand “three property owners felt 
the OCP did not adequately protect 
Sandon’s heritage values and wanted 
something more specific to Sandon.”

Now, Ms. Durand did not name 
these “property owners,” but I 
have to question why they didn’t 
raise their concerns in a public 
meeting, but instead did so in private 
representations to people at RDCK. 
Did other property owners in Sandon 
have a chance to state their case 
regarding Sandon’s inclusion in 
the OCP, particularly if they were 
not aware of this apparent ‘gang of 
three’? For instance, as the Sandon 
Historical Society is a landowner in 
town, were all its owners (members) 
solicited for their opinion about 
inclusion in the OCP? Why not?

I agree with Dan Nicholson’s 
point in his editorial: Sandon’s 
heritage and historic value -- both to 
landowners in Sandon as well as to 
citizens in surrounding communities 
and the province at large -- would 
be best protected in the form of a 
regional park. This would allow 
for stable, progressive fundraising 
-- and work -- to begin on a myriad 
of projects in the townsite that 
appear to have stalled over the years. 
Wouldn’t it be nice to see clapboard, 
doors and windows put in place on 
those plywood-covered hulks that sit 
beside the museum? Wouldn’t it be 
nice to see the City Hall building’s 
exterior paint job completed, at 
long last?

Even more pertinent, wouldn’t 
it be nice to see something like a 
community-owned portable water 
pump and hoses, so that Sandon 
could at least have some rudimentary 
on-site fire protection, thus reducing 
the risk presented to surrounding 
buildings such as when the Tin Cup 
Cafe caught fire?

To be blunt, many people are 
hesitant to put any money, time 

or effort into projects in Sandon 
when it looks like “a scrapyard” (to 
quote a tourist I talked to last year). 
If Sandon were to be made into 
a regional park, it would go a lot 
further toward protecting Sandon’s 
heritage values than what is going on 
up there now, which seems to consist 
of some landowners turning what 
should be a valued historic site into 
their own private junkyard.

In short, I am appalled that 
Area H director Walter Popoff 
and RDCK planners seem to have 
unilaterally removed Sandon from 
the North Valley OCP on the basis 
of a complaint by only three property 
owners, with no apparent effort 
to canvas other interested parties. 
Before this move is a ‘done deal,’ I 
call on this decision to be revisited, 
preferably at a public meeting where 
all interested parties can have their 
say rather than three individuals 
button-holing an RDCK director in 
private after a public meeting.

R.N. Riley
Rosebery

Rally against 
AXOR’s 
Glacier/Howser 
project

Recently, AXOR has been 
posing as greener than green in 
their proposal to dam and divert 
Glacier and Howser Creeks 
and tributaries. Their disguise, 
however, is falling apart. The 
final application is at last released 
to the public and it provides some 
of the unmasking.

One would think that the 
footprint is smaller given they are 
now claiming a 99.5MW project 
rather than one with a capacity 
of up to 125MW. It turns out that 
AXOR is claiming not to have 
yet decided what generators to 
install so they are simply using 
the amount of electricity in their 
contract with BC Hydro as the 
project size. Without a statement 
of final nameplate capacity we 
have no idea just how large this 
project really is.

Nothing was stated in the 
earlier Terms of Reference 
regarding amounts of old growth 
to be cleared, yet Neil Murphy, 
regional project manager for 
AXOR, assured us on Co-op 
Radio that absolutely no old 
growth would be cut for the 
project. The application shows 
the transmission line cutting 
through old growth reserves 
in Howser Creek and through 
endangered forest in Stockdale 
Creek with a 100-metre right 
of way.

In place of Edouard Pass a 
decision has been made to cross 
the Northern Purcell Mountains 
with the transmission line at an 
unnamed pass which I refer to 
as Grizzly Pass. My partner and 
I explored this area last August 
and came within 40 metres of 
a large grizzly just below the 
pass on the Stockdale side with 

grizzly diggings everywhere in 
the vicinity. Mountain goat sign 
was also observed. A biologist 
hired by AXOR also found high 
quality mountain caribou habitat 
here, which the transmission line 
cannot avoid. The caribou report 
for the application states: “If the 
project is approved, some effects 
on caribou are unavoidable.”

One aspect that is smaller in 
size is the number of jobs expected 
during construction. 57 fewer 
person years of employment are 
expected in comparison to the 
number presented in the Terms 
of Reference. Despite AXOR’s 
meetings last winter when they 
asked for job applications from 
locals, I have talked to no one 
who has been offered a job and 
certainly no promises are made 
in the application. While they 
express interest in hiring locally 
and regionally they also express 
similar interest in hiring from 
three First Nations. When one 
considers that many of these 
short-term jobs require specific 
skills, the remainder of the jobs 
will be spread thinly amongst 
the various parties that AXOR is 
attempting to please.

I have just begun review 
of the several thousand page 
document and I already see 
many, many major problems. But 
people who live in our region and 
who have an understanding of the 
natural world don’t need to flip 
through a pile of pages to know 
that this project is potentially very 
destructive.

Our best chance at protecting 
this area is to come together en 
masse with one voice at the public 
meeting in Kaslo on Tuesday, 
June 23 for a 6:15pm rally and 
demand an end to this proposal 
once and for all.

See you there!
Gary Diers

Argenta

Village expansion 
and water

The Village of Nakusp wants to 
take over the surrounding rural area, 
mainly Glenbank, Sleepy Hollow 
and Brouse, because they supply us 
with water. They are telling us that 
we are only paying the cost of the 
water. All water users in the Village 
and those on the system DO pay 
the cost of infrastructure as well. 
Historically, water system users 
have paid infrastructure costs and 
if an extension to the system was 
made, new users paid for it. 

Almost all the infrastructure 
was in place and majority of capital 
debentures paid off prior to RDCK 
handing the operation to the Village 
of Nakusp. When the water system 
was run by RDCK water fees were 
set to cover operating costs and pay 
back debentures that financed the 
building of the system. Now that 
the village is running it, there is an 
apparent shortfall. 

The Village recently indicated 
that they may not have the expertise 
to run the hot spring business; 

perhaps this may apply to the water 
system and they should hand back 
to the RDCK.

The Village wants to take in 
the surrounding area for a bigger 
tax base. Could they show the real 
benefits to being in the village other 
than the garbage truck coming by 
once a week? The Village should 
also show what it will cost us – an 
increase in taxes and being subject 
to Village urban bylaws.

We only have to look at the last 
area that was added to the Village. 
A sewer system was installed to 
correct a health concern. Those 
residences paid for sewer hookup at 
$7,000 a pop. It’s now several years 
since the takeover and the only other 
benefit these residents received is 
that once a week the garbage truck 

comes by. 
Taxes collected from the rural 

area do continue to support services 
in the Village of Nakusp. The tax 
notice shows that fire protection, 
library, cemetery, and arena/
recreation complex are supported 
by rural residents. Just last year 
Mayor Hamling got funding for 
improvements to the arena complex 
from RDCK (Paul Peterson). Well 
done Mayor.

Meanwhile, residents north of 
the Kuskanax are still waiting for 
the Village to provide them with 
water and sewer. 

The majority of rural residences 
wish to be excluded from the Village 
of Nakusp.

Jerry Van Immerzeel
Nakusp



   The Valley Voice   June 17, 20096

WANTED 
TO BUY: 

CEDAR AND 
PINE POLES
John Shantz

• 250-308-7941 (cell)

Please contact: Gorman 
Brothers Lumber Ltd.

250-547-9296

COMMUNITY

FATHER’S DAY 
SPECIAL at LEMON 

CREEK LODGE
Enjoy a prime rib dinner, 
featuring the music of Two for 
Trippen on Sunday, June 21. 

For reservations, please call 
355-2403 or 1-877-970-8090

Slocan Lake RCMP were kept 
busy last week, with four crashes 
reported and a late-night foray after 
firecrackers.

• On June 10 they were called 
out before 5 am to a single vehicle 
rollover in the ditch at the Cape 
Horn area of Hwy 6. Two adult 
males from Kamloops sustained 
bruises and cuts and were separately 
transported by New Denver and 
Nakusp ambulances to the Slocan 
Lake Health Centre. 

Preliminary investigation points 
toward the likelihood that the driver 
had fallen asleep at the wheel. Neither 
speed, alcohol nor drugs appeared to 
play a role in this incident. 

The men’s injuries  were 
considered minor but as a precaution 
they were admitted to the ER 
for assessments prior to release. 
Subsequently, police were called 
to the hospital to assist with one 
of the men, who was becoming 
combative with the hospital staff. 

RCMP kept busy with vehicle accidents and pot busts
He was restrained to facilitate 
proper assessment and treatment 
and later in the day was transferred 
to Trail hospital because of some 
behavioural concerns.

The second male also became 
very agitated within a couple of 
hours of arriving at the hospital, 
and again Cpl. Todd Bowden was 
called to assist hospital staff with that 
situation. Nakusp RCMP detachment 
assisted as police were able to 
converse with the man and stand 
by while his hospital care was 
provided. He too was ultimately 
transferred to Trail hospital for 
unrelated behavioural concerns. 

There were no charges resulting 
from these incidents and no injuries 
to the patients, hospital staff, the 
public or police. 

• A spectacular rollover on Hwy 
6, just north of Slocan, resulted in 
the driver being taken to hospital 
with minor injuries. The southbound 
tractor-trailer, hauling a load of cedar 

mulch from Nakusp, slid off the road 
on the east side and landed on its side 
in the ditch. 

Both truck and driver were from 
the States; the driver was released 
from hospital later that evening, 
and crews were still working on the 
cleanup the next day.

“It would appear that the accident 
may have been caused by the driver’s 
medical condition,” says Cst. Dale 
Sheets. 

• On Saturday, Sheets attended 
two unrelated accidents located 
1.5 km apart on Hwy 31A between 
Sandon turn-off and Fish Lake. 

The first was a single motorcycle 
crash that resulted in undetermined 
injuries for a Lower Mainland 
male in his early 20s. He was taken 
to the hospital in New Denver 
and then transferred to Nelson. 
It is believed speed was a major 
factor in the accident, which 
totaled the motorcycle. Many 
other motorcyclists remained at the 
accident scene to assist EHS and 
RCMP with their duties.

The second accident involved 
two occupants of a small westbound 
car. The male driver, in his early 20s, 
was momentarily distracted and that 
resulted in his car drifting to the right 
and into the ditch, where the rocks 
and boulders damaged the car, likely 
beyond repair. Both the driver and a 
teenaged female passenger, visiting 
from southern Alberta, were shook 
up but reported no injuries. 

• A Red Mountain man heard 
fireworks going off in New Denver 
at 1 am May 28 and drove in to 
investigate. Believing the culprits 
were harassing an eagle, he disabled 
an ATV he found on the scene. He 
returned home, called the RCMP, 
then went back down and did some 
more disabling. 

At daylight he met Cpl Bowden 
at the scene, and the two loaded the 
ATV onto a trailer and took it to the 
detachment. Shortly after that, a man 
showed up to report his ATV stolen. 
Bowden realized the machine’s 
location “was purely coincidental” 
to the firecracker incident and it was 
returned.

“The firecracker investigation 
has identified a local suspect who 
has not been charged so far, but 
[was] cautioned against the further 
possession or use of firecrackers. 

The most critical aspect…was of 
the fire risk inherent to our heavily 
forested community constructed 
almost exclusively of aging wooden 
homes.”
Slocan Valley

• In the early evening of June 
8 members from the Nelson Rural 
detachment responded to a 911 
call of shots heard near a residence 
in Appledale. When they arrived, 
they found a grow op and unsafely 
stored firearms. Police seized 140 
marijuana plants, a handgun, a rifle 
and a shotgun. Three men were 
arrested and are to appear in Nelson 
court July 9.

• On June 4, members of the 
Kootenay Boundary Regional 
Detachment General Investigation 
Section busted a grow op in Slocan 
Park. They seized 127 plants, and 
arrested a male and a female suspect 
who are to appear in court July 9 on 
charges of production of a controlled 
substance and possession for the 
purpose of trafficking.
Kaslo

• Close to 300 marijuana plants 
were seized from several outdoor 
locations in the Kaslo area after 

several investigations were conducted 
by a joint task force of Kaslo RCMP 
members and the Nelson Integrated 
Customs and Excise unit. With the 
growing concern that marijuana is 
being smuggled across the border 
to the United States and traded for 
other hard drugs and firearms, this 
joint task force was designed to 
identify and target local growers. Cpl. 
Backus reports that “the project was a 
success on all fronts, and in addition 
to the large seizure of marijuana 
plants, very valuable information 
was obtained by police for follow-
up investigations.” Anyone with 
information about drugs can call 
Crimestoppers or Kaslo RCMP at 
250-353-2225.
Nakusp

• Nakusp RCMP report a break-
and-enter at a wilderness lodge 
near Trout Lake which occurred 
between noon May 17 and 7 am 
May 18. A number of items were 
stolen, including a Honda water 
pump kept on hand in case of fire. 
Substantial damage was also done to 
the building.  Police ask that anyone 
with information call Crimestoppers 
or the Nakusp RCMP at 265-3677.

by Katrine Campbell
The Slocan Valley Economic 

Development Commission has agreed 
to pay $840 towards route signage on 
the International Selkirk Loop’s ‘Silvery 
Slocan super side trip,’ the circle tour 
from Nelson to Kaslo to New Denver 
and back down the Slocan Valley to 
Nelson.

The International Selkirk Loop 
(ISL) had asked the Villages of New 
Denver, Silverton and Slocan, as well as 
Area H, to pay a portion of the signage 
costs. The requests were forwarded to 
the SVEDC, which agreed to pay them.

The ISL will pick up the rest of the 
cost of the signage with a $120,000 grant 
it has received from Western Economic 
Diversification under the Community 
Economic Diversification Initiative 
(CEDI), a component of the federal 
Mountain Pine Beetle Program. 

This money will be used for the 
signage on the Silvery Slocan and two 
other ‘super side trips,’ as well as for 
market research, development of a niche 
market related to cycling, and some web 
enhancements.

According to the ISL’s research, 
the organization has been successful 
in fulfilling its mandate by bringing 
millions of dollars in economic 
development into the communities 
around the loop over the last several 
years.

The International Selkirk Loop 

New signs for the Selkirk Loop
was formed in 1998 as a non-profit 
corporation in the US and as a non-profit 
Society in Canada in 2001. Recognized 
as a model of cross-border co-operation 
between two states and two countries, 
the loop is governed by one board of 
directors comprised of small business 
owners from Washington, Idaho and 
British Columbia.  Its primary purpose 
is to diversify and enhance the local 
economy through the promotion of 
tourism along its route, with a view 
toward stabilizing the economies of 
small communities which have lost their 
resource based industries.

Since its inception, the ISL has 
drawn the attention of nearly 400 
business owners that now make up 
its growing membership. It has also 
drawn media attention, with numerous 
articles in many publications. The 
ISL annually produces regional travel 
guides and highway maps distributed 
throughout the US and Canada. For 
more information on The International 
Selkirk Loop, please visit: www.
selkirkloop.org 

New Denver’s grad 
party ends in violence
by Jan McMurray

The graduation party in New 
Denver last Saturday night came to 
an end after violence broke out at 
about 2 am.

Mitch Olsen, New Denver 
resident, reports that he was viciously 
attacked by several people at the 
party. He says he was socializing 
with a group of friends when he 
was suddenly pulled away from 
them, beaten unconscious, taken to 
the ground and kicked and beaten 
some more.

Olsen says some people came to 
the rescue and pulled his attackers off 
of him. He regained consciousness, 
left the party, and called the RCMP 
when he got home. He intends to 
press charges.

The RCMP is investigating the 
incident. Olsen asks any witnesses to 
please contact the RCMP and make 
a statement.
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by Jan McMurray
The Iris G tugboat, which 

plied Slocan Lake for 50 
years, from 1956 to 2006, was 
recently sold. It was taken out 
of Slocan Lake on May 30 to 

End of an era – Iris G tugboat leaves Slocan 
go to work on building a new 
bridge in New Westminster. 

Dwight Jones of Nelson 
owned and operated the boat 
from 1975 until its last log 
tow on March 17, 2006. Jones 

tells us that the original owner 
of the boat was a man named 
Ivan Horie, who named the 
Iris G after either his wife or 
daughter. Irv Anderson bought 
the tug from Horie, and then 

Jones bought it from Anderson 
in 1975.

According to Jones, the Iris 
G and a barge operated on the 
lake under contract to CP Rail 
from 1956 to 1989, transporting 
goods to and from the railroad 
terminuses in Slocan and 
Rosebery.

After the last train ran on 
December 21, 1988, the owners 
of the mill at Slocan contracted 
Jones and the Iris G to tow logs 
from Rosebery to the mill. 
Jones said he continued towing 
logs until 2006, when the north 
end of the forest licence tenure 
was given to BC Timber Sales, 
and there were no more logs 
being dumped at Rosebery for 
Slocan.

Jones says the tugboat 
pulled 400 truckloads of logs 
at one time, and he made 20-30 
trips a year. “In the old days, 
it took us 24-30 hours per trip 
unless we ran into a wind,” he 
recalled.

The 50-foot tugboat was 
fully equipped with galley, 
bedroom and wheelhouse.
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by Katrine Campbell
There is still no solution 

to the lack of an abattoir 
for red meat animals in this 
region, but Dave Anderson of 
Legendary Meats in Slocan 
Park is working on bringing in a 
mobile slaughterhouse for beef, 
pork and lamb.

“Yes, we have a docking 
facility, and yes, we have enough 
business to make it run,” he says. 
“We have water, cement slabs 
and the septic system” necessary 
to meet the requirements. 

However, there is still one 
problem –  what to do with 
the waste. Mike Morrison, the 
RDCK’s resource recovery 
manager, says disposal of the 
animal waste isn’t allowed at any 
of the Regional District’s landfill 
sites, with the possible exception 
of Ootischenia.

“In its current format, 
Ootischenia’s permit does 
n o t  e x p r e s s l y  p r o h i b i t 

Waste disposal still a hold-up for red meat abattoir
slaughterhouse waste, but it is 
in the process of an upgrade to 
an operational certificate from 
the Ministry of the Environment, 
which will prohibit that.

“I’m not sure when it will 
be completed. But we will work 
with the ministry to see if there 
are things we can do to change 
that, to see what can be done. 
There may be mechanisms in 
place to accept the waste, but I 
don’t know yet.”

The certificate will likely 
be in place next year, Morrison 
says. An abattoir is also proposed 
for Creston, but it would have 
an onsite composting option, 
he adds.

Plans to bring in a mobile 
poultry slaughterhouse from 
Cranbrook are proceeding well. 
Final approval has been granted 
for a docking station at Galena 
Farm on Red Mountain Road 
near Silverton, and chicken 
farmers from the Slocan Valley 

are meeting soon to work out 
details. Waste disposal for the 
poultry abattoir is much less 
complicated, it can be buried in 
the ground to compost.

submitted
Greyhound Canada has 

applied to reduce service, from 
two daily buses on Hwy 3 to 
Vancouver or Calgary, to one. 

The reduct ion means 
hardship for people who rely on 
public transportation, says Alex 
Atamanenko, the NDP MP for 
Southern Interior.

With the regionalization 
of many medical services, a 
reduction in bus service means 
scheduling appointments in 
the larger centres will be more 
complicated and expensive. 
Changes may include having to 
stay extra nights in Kelowna or 
Vancouver. Anyone traveling to 
Vancouver Island by bus will have 
a 13-hour overnight layover at the 
bus depot in Vancouver.

“The Greyhound run from 
Calgary along Highway 3, through 
the various smaller communities, 
to Vancouver, was once the 
highest revenue producing run 
in Canada for Greyhound,” says 
Princeton Mayor Randy McLean. 

“After the changes were 
implemented, the bus service 
became more difficult to use for 
those living along Highway 3, 

Greyhound applies to cut bus service
ridership was reduced and now 
Greyhound wants to further cut 
the service. Since Greyhound 
holds a monopoly on these routes, 
they have the responsibility to 
serve everyone in the region.”

“Although this matter falls 
within provincial jurisdiction,” 
Atamanenko says, “if the 
application is successful, the result 
will have a profoundly negative 
effect on people throughout this 
riding. I’m hearing that people 
and businesses count on these 
buses and any reduction of 
this service will be a hardship 
for many.” Regional districts, 
municipalities, organizations and 
individuals through the region are 
making their views known to the 
Passenger Transportation Board 
(PTB). It’s important to speak up 
now in an effort to preserve the 
convenience and access that is 
presently available, he says.

The deadline for public 
comment on Greyhound’s 
application to the PTB is today, 
June 17. Interested parties may 
submit written comments by 
faxing 250-953-3788 or e-mailing 
ptboard@gov.bc.ca. Please quote 
“application X71-09.” 

The iris G tugboat, which served on Slocan Lake for 50 years, is on its way to New Westminster to work on the new bridge.
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Come Celebrate!  The renovations are complete at 
the New Denver Reading Centre, and everyone is 
invited to come and see the results.  The Grand 
Opening will take place 
on Wednesday, June 17 
2009, at 7:00 pm.  Join 
us at the Reading Centre 
(Knox Hall, lower level) 
for a tour of the facilities, 
followed by light 
refreshments upstairs in 
the Knox Hall.

The Village of 
New Denver

by Leah Main
May 31 marked the first of a 

planned series of ‘house concerts’ at 
The Manor in Rosebery (across from 
the Wild Rose Restaurant), with local 
singer/songwriter Soleil Main opening 
to a nearly full house for Nelson’s Miss 
Quincy and The Ramblers.

Main delivered a full hour of 
songs, backed by his solid acoustic 
guitar playing, and cruised us through 
both remembrances of things past and 
visions of the future reflected in the 
planet and star-studded sky above us. 
His thoughtful performance concluded 
with his ‘Bring an Angel,’ a tune that 
is garnering a serious local following.

Music at the Manor offers unique venue for summer concerts
Miss Quincy (Jody Peck on 

vocals, guitar and harmonica) and 
The Ramblers (Brin Porter on double 
bass and vocals; Tyler Toews on 
banjo, guitar and vocals; and Alyssa 
Klazek contributing vocal harmonies) 
delivered an energetic two hours of 
unabashedly joyful contemporary 
folk, historical blues, bluegrass and 
original tunes such as ‘Carmen,’ a 
love song to  Quincy’s accordion, and 
‘The Highway Song’ about life on the 
road. She says of her music, “I heard 
music in bubbling creeks, the wind 
whistling through narrow valleys and 
the crackling of the northern lights.” 
She has woven these influences into 

an upbeat mix of musical styles 
and storytelling that delights her 
audiences. The group is currently on 
tour throughout Alberta and BC.

Host Howard Bearham has turned 
his 1896 home into a summer concert 
venue, and said, “I like to be involved 
in night-time entertainment. The idea 
with this house always was to operate 
it as some kind of art facility … an 
artists’ retreat, or something … and 
I’ve always had fantasies about the 
night clubs from old movies. It’s 
always been in my mind as a fantasy. 
Being in the house and seeing how 
well it handles parties and jams, made 
me realize it wasn’t that much of a 
fantasy – it wouldn’t take much to 
make it work. It just soaks people up – 
and when things happen there, people 
have a really good time.”

Bearham recently saw Miss 
Quincy perform at Silverton’s Cup and 
Saucer Café (which also catered Music 
at the Manor), and got talking with 
her. When talk turned to venues in this 
area, she spoke about The Sugar Shack 
in Nelson, where she has spent the last 
year successfully doing regular house 
concert shows. Bearham commented, 
“I thought this must be some kind of 
sign – it was the catalyst, and now was 
obviously the time to give it a shot.”

He wants to have a mix of local 
and imported acts, mixing them up 
together to create shows that will 
satisfy the twin needs of hosting new 
entertainers and showcasing local 
talent. Bearham is setting ticket prices 
at a level that allows him to pay the 
bands a “living wage” but keeps it 
in line with what people can afford. 
Tickets for the first show were $20.

“People spend at least that on all 
kinds of things, but seem reluctant to 
pay for live music. Why is a $20 meal 
more palatable than a $20 musician? 
Musicians get screwed more ways, 
more times, than any other group 

that I know of, and they deserve to be 
paid like anybody else – they make a 
commitment of a lot of time to do the 
gig: they have to travel, they have to 
maintain their instruments, they have 
to practice – they have all kinds of 
expenses, and when you add that all 
up, they’re probably making $2 an 

hour or less. I’m doing what I can to 
change that,” said Bearham. 

Tickets for future concerts will 
probably be available on a sliding 
scale, with an emphasis on advance 
tickets, so Bearham can plan seating, 
food, and technical support adequately 
for each performance.

Miss Quincy and The ramblers played at the Manor in rosebery, May 31.

by Katrine Campbell
The future of business is green.

There is money to be made by going 
green. New green technologies will 
bring new jobs.

This wasn’t actually said, but 
participants at a June 10 workshop 
in Rossland got the message.

T h e  f o c u s  o f  ‘ B u s i n e s s 
Development in Action – an 
environmental perspective’ was on 
turning waste into something useful. 
Participants included staff from 
area Community Futures offices, 
representatives from a number of 
large companies, Regional District 
staff, and a sprinkling of elected 
officials including Area H director 
Walter Popoff, Silverton’s Carol 
Bell, and yours truly representing 
New Denver.

Guest speakers included:
David Johnson of the Revelstoke 

Community Energy System, which 
burns mill waste to produce heat and 
hot water for downtown buildings;

Kathy Bruce of Toxco Waste 
Management near Fruitvale, the 
biggest battery recycler in North 
America; 

Jim McLaren from Celgar, who 
reported on his company’s acquisition 
by Mercer International which 
invested $5.5 million into a green 
energy project which made Celgar a 
net electricity exporter;

The magic (green) wand: turning waste into jobs
Gary Tomlinson of Sparwood’s 

Agri-Green Biodiesel and David 
Goosen, Teck’s business development 
manager. Did you know Teck’s Trail 
operation process 15,000 tons of 
electronic waste per year and is the 
biggest lead-acid (vehicle) battery 
recycler in North America?

After listening to the success 
stories, the participants were divided 
into eight tables and asked to come up 
with three ideas for opportunities from 
waste. These were posted on the walls 
and everyone was given dots to place 
on their favourites.

The top idea was simple and 
summed up the whole day: survey the 
50 biggest companies in the region, find 
out who has what waste, and publish 
the results so entrepreneurs could take 
it from there, creating uses for waste 
and markets for the reworked products.

Other ideas included collecting 
bio-solids, including Celgar’s pulp 
waste, for composting, processing and 
marketing; using unsaleable culled fruit 
(particularly from Creston’s orchards) 
for value-added products such as 
jams/jellies, juices and fruit leathers; 
turning the piles of glass at the Grand 
Forks landfill into building materials or 
processing it at Teck for use as furnace 
flux; and providing a toxic cleanup 
period for people to turn in batteries, 
old paint and other toxic materials for 
proper disposal or recycling.
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Smokey Creek Salvage
24 HR TOWING

New & Used Auto Parts, Back Hoe Work, 
Certified Welding & Repairs, Vehicle Removal

WE BUY CARS & TRUCKS
359-7815 ; 1-877-376-6539

3453 YEATMAN RD, SOUTH SLOCAN

by Jan McMurray
The Lucerne barbecue on June 

3 turned out to be a wonderful 
celebration of the school and an 
occasion to wish principal Trish 

Lucerne School barbecue a wonderful celebration
Hawkins well in her retirement.

After the barbecue in the 
garden, everyone filed into the gym 
for a presentation about the school.

“This school is here to stay,” 

assured Trish Hawkins. She said 
that although media reports about 
school district budget cuts were 
all doom and gloom, “Lucerne 
School is not going anywhere.” 
She indicated that the school 
actually makes money for the 
school district.

Terry Taylor, longtime Lucerne 
teacher, said that flexibility and 
innovation were well practised arts 
at LESS. 

Hawkins thanked the staff for 
being so flexible. “They have to 
teach many things and they have 
to change their assignments a lot 
from year to year,” she said.

The presentation included 
graphs showing that Lucerne 
students achieve or exceed district 
and provincial academic averages. 
It also highlighted the school’s fun 
and innovative programs: Spring 
and Fall into Learning; interschool 
collaborative projects such as 
online literature circles and social 
studies information circles; and the 
work experience program. Taylor 

said that many educators were 
discovering the merit of multi-
grade classrooms, something that 
Lucerne teachers know very well.

The school will be filling up 
with new books over the next three 
years, thanks to a Chapters Love 
of Reading Foundation grant that 
Taylor applied for.

“Small schools can be filled 
with big opportunities because we 
offer more one-on-one student-
teacher interactions, and greater 
connection with parents and 
community,” concluded Taylor.

On behalf of the Parent 
Advisory Council, Paula Shandro 
wished Hawkins all the best in her 
retirement. “I appreciate that your 
door was always open. You offered 
your understanding, wisdom and 

compassion to our kids at all times,” 
she said. “We will miss your sense 
of humour and generosity of spirit, 
and we wish you all the best.” 

submitted
Philatelists, art enthusiasts, good 

cultural citizens of the Columbia Basin! 
Join us for the Art of Philately on July 
1 at the Hidden Garden Gallery in 
New Denver from noon to 5 pm and 
celebrate our Basin culture and beautiful 

Stamping out art?…
geography. An added bonus to the 
opening will be live music presented 
by the talented performer Pat Henman 
of Nelson, between 1 and 3 pm. Food, 
libations and artist Deb Borsos also in 
attendance.

Through her Art of Philately project 
funded by the Columbia Basin Trust and 
Columbia Kootenay Cultural Alliance, 
artist Borsos has designed and produced 
an exhibit of original pastels depicting 
some aspects of Columbia Basin culture 
and how the landscape and the culture 
of our Basin intersect. 

Then she turned all the images into 
a stamp collection using a program on 
the Canada Post website, available to 
artists of all ages and abilities.

The Art of Philately exhibit of 
original landscapes will only be seen 
once in its entirety in the West Kootenay, 
along with the sheets of stamps (which 
are all ‘legal tender’ and could be used 
as postage) created from each image. 

Information? 250 366-4325 or 
www.deborahborsos.wordpress.com.

Slocan Valley Legion 
celebrates Legion Week
submitted

Legion Week is June 21-27, and 
the Slocan Valley Legion is hosting a 
celebration on June 27. There will be 
a barbecue at the Slocan beach gazebo 
at 6:30, followed by a candlelight 
service at the cenotaph. In case of rain, 
the event will be moved to the Slocan 
Legion Hall. Everyone is welcome.

Some of the purposes and 
objectives of the Slocan Valley Legion 
are to constitute an association of 
those who have served or are serving 
in Her Majesty’s armed forces, 
and to perpetuate the memory and 
deeds of those who lose their lives in 
service. The Legion also raises and 
co-ordinates funds to help meet needs 
in the local community and beyond.

Between May 2008 and April 
2009, the Slocan Valley Legion has 
donated a total of $8,900 to 12 different 
organizations or events, including the 
BC Senior Games, the Pavilion at 
Slocan Community Health Centre, 
Slocan First Responders, Slocan 
Halloween Hoot, Tots playground, 
Slocan Food Bank, and Christmas 
Food Hampers. Every year, the Legion 
purchases and delivers Christmas gifts 
for Pavilion residents, and the Slocan 
Legion Hall is donated for funerals.

Fundraising events held over the 
same period include the Mother’s 
Day Pancake Breakfast, Logger’s 
Sports Pancake Breakfast and Dance, 
OctoberFest, Halloween Dance, 
Christmas Craft Fair, New Year’s 
Eve Dance, St. Paddy’s Casino Night 
and Easter Ham Bingo.

Trish Hawkins flips burgers for the last time at a Lucerne barbecue. Hawkins, 
Lucerne’s principal for the past five years, is retiring.



   The Valley Voice   June 17, 200910 COMMUNITY

Team of the week

Slocan Valley Co-op
Genelle Division

Bulk Fuels • Heating Fuels
250-226-7433

This weeks team is from the Junior Level (u9) of play in the Slocan Valley 
Soccer League. Four teams compete in this level of play. Featured is the 

team from SLoCAN VALLEY CooP with Coach ron Cockburn
Back Row (left to right): Jacob rolls, Brady Sookero, riley osachoff, 

Jared Armstrong Front: Leanne Kabatoff, Cassidy ihlen, Colin Cockburn 
Absent: Ezra LeMay

by Anne Champagne
The first phase of the RDCK’s 

‘Smart Planning for Communities’ 
process has been completed. The 
report on this first phase, Community 
Assessment, is posted on the RDCK 
website. The report was done by CTQ 
Consultants, hired to assist the RDCK 
with the planning process. 

The process involves two 
more phases – action planning 
and implementation – and leads 
to a longterm sustainability plan 
for the entire region. Engaging in 
sustainability planning is now required 

Food and water top priorities in RDCK’s sustainability planning
in order for local governments to 
receive gas tax funding from the 
provincial and federal governments.

The goals of the Smart Planning for 
Communities initiative are long-term 
thinking (planning should consider 
implications for future generations), 
broad scope (planning should consider 
environmental, economic, social and 
cultural sustainability), integration 
(among plans, between organizations), 
collaboration (engage community 
members such as First Nations, NGOs, 
business, educational institutions), 
public engagement and education, 

implementation (apply plans, don’t 
leave them on a shelf), monitoring 
and evaluation (the meeting of targets 
should be tracked). 

The  RDCK’s  Communi ty 
Assessment phase included an open 
house and a community survey. At 
the open house in March, participants 
listed their top priorities for moving 
toward a sustainable future as food 
and water, with a tie for third place 
between transportation, natural areas, 
economic development, and health 
and social. The least important were 
recreation and leisure; arts, culture and 
heritage; and the built environment. 

The community survey was 
designed to review what constitutes 
community sustainability and 
assess the state of sustainability 
planning within communities. There 
were 42 surveys returned to the 
RDCK, described as “a sporadic 
representation of residents from 
across the RDCK area” in the final 
report. CTQ’s analysis of the survey 
shows that many residents think long-
term planning should be extended 
beyond the current standard of 20 
years (OCP), and the majority think 
we should get on with the work now. 
The next steps should be OCPs, 
co-ordination among government 
agencies, education, collaboration 
between existing networks, and 
tax incentives. Communities need 
to initiate sustainable community 
planning at the grassroots level.

B a s e d  o n  a l l  t h i s ,  C T Q 
recommended these next steps: 

• Establish a Sustainability Task 
Force (STF) based upon identified 
expertise within the region to assist 
in the educational process.

• Provide education pertaining 
to Smart Planning (Sustainable 

Community Planning) benefits 
and process to councils and boards 
within the Central Kootenay Region 
using best management practices for 
sustainable rural community planning.

• Establish a subcommittee within 
the STF to pursue all avenues and all 
levels of government for funding.

• Using information from the 
survey, choose the highest priority 
area and define and complete a project 
within this area to get an early win, 
increased awareness and buy-in from 
all that this is not just another planning 
exercise.

• Co-ordinate with existing 
community networks through STF 
to establish a broad area region-wide 
network engaged in sustainability 
planning.

• Co-ordinate with the ongoing 
Carbon Emission Baseline project to 

ensure co-ordinated efforts on data 
collection.

• Identify measurable indicators 
and make sure all initiatives and 
progress are not only measured but 
reported upon to political decision-
makers and residents to ensure there 
is strong communication and broad 
understanding of initiatives occurring.

CTQ concluded that in addition 
to planning practices, there are 
many ways in which the RDCK’s 
operations contribute to sustainability, 
including recycling programs, waste 
disposal systems, and operation 
and maintenance of drinking water 
systems. “Overall the Regional 
District of Central Kootenay has a 
comprehensive system of planning in 
place, and is making an ongoing effort 
to ensuring planning is maintained as 
current.”

by Katrine Campbell
Investigation of the suitability 

of a piece of Village-owned 
property outside New Denver for a 
community garden is underway, and 
UBC student Dru Yates presented her 
findings to date at Knox Hall June 13.

Eleven people showed up to hear 
the presentation and discuss options.

Yates has tested soil in three 
main locations, and has sent the 
samples to a lab. The results will be 
back in anywhere from two weeks to 
two months, she said.

The student is testing only soil 
fertility, not the level of contamination 
on the site because “that is beyond 
what I can do myself.”

A detailed site assessment – “it’s 
real expensive” – will have to be 
done by the Village, she said. The 
full process includes a preliminary 
investigation to determine if there is 
contamination. Since the seven-acre 
property was used as a municipal 

Lots of questions about community garden
dump from 1962 to 1983, that’s 
pretty much a foregone conclusion.

Next comes a detailed site 
investigation, then development of 
a remediation plan, submission of the 
plan to the ministry, the remediation 
itself, and a post-remediation 
evaluation to ensure the site is safe.

There  is  par t ia l  funding 
available from the Province for the 
investigation processes, up to 85 per 
cent for the preliminary and up to 70 
per cent for the detailed. The federal 
government offers low-cost loans for 
the clean-up process; the province is 
still determining what it will offer. 

Topics discussed by the small 
group at the meeting included 
whether a garden would be done 
by volunteers or paid staff; possible 
installation of greenhouses and root 
cellars; where the water would come 
from; need for power, heat and light; 
and how the produce would be sold 
or otherwise distributed.
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THE SLOCAN VALLEY
COOPERATIVE
ASSOCIATION

is accepting résumés for

CASHIERS
AGED 19 OR OVER

& STOCK CLERKS
AGED 15 OR OVER

Must be available 
for shift work

Staff receive a 10% 
discount on most items, 

and benefits after 3 months

Please drop your 
résumé off at the Co-op.

SLOCAN VALLEY

Support the Valley Voice with 
a voluntary subscription

Only $10-$30 

TWO FOR ONE SPECIAL at 
Lemon Creek Lodge during 
the month of June

Stay in the lodge for one night and get 
the second night free. Full breakfast 
included. Coupon must be presented 
at time of check-in. For reservations, 
call 355-2403 or 1-877-970-8090

!

!

by Leah Main 
• CAO Carol Gordon presented 

the final drawings for the new 
municipal building to council. She 
also reported that excavation has 
begun for the new water reservoir, 
and installation should be completed 
by September.

• Councillor Campbell inquired 
about a timeframe for repairs on 
the Nikkei Centre fence. Fence 
repairs will be undertaken as soon 
as possible, however the fence 
needs to be replaced, and efforts are 
underway to identify possible grant 
sources for this.

• Councillor Campbell also 
reported that the Visitor Centre at the 
Museum will open June 20.

• Councillor Murphy reported 
that Ben Reitmeier has been 
recommended as a youth member 
of Recreation Commission #6.

• A request was received from 
Sara Rainford, BC Ambulance 
Service (New Denver); Ann Bunka, 
Emergency Program Co-ordinator; 
and Leonard Casely, Fire Chief 
for updated 8.5 X 11” local maps 

New Denver council, June 9: 
Village hall renovation design finalized

showing residential street names and 
addresses, to be kept in emergency 
vehicles to assist emergency workers 
with hard-to-find locations. As some 
of the maps requested are for areas 
outside the New Denver boundaries, 
council will advise the petitioners 
to contact the other jurisdictions for 
their input.

• Jorg Becker’s application for 
a Development Variance Permit 
(requesting relaxation of setbacks 
from the exterior lot line) on Lots 
3-5, Block 5 was denied, as no undue 
hardship was demonstrated. 

Further discussion on this matter 
revealed that the lane Becker’s house 
is actually on has no name, and is 
therefore unacceptable for use as a 
residential address. Up till now, the 
street number has been considered 
to be on ElDorado, even though 
the property is behind another lot 
that actually borders on ElDorado. 
Council moved and approved to 
name the lane Becker Lane. The 
residential property will now be 
assigned the street address 802 
Becker Lane.

by Jan McMurray
The first water system in the 

province with an IHA order for 
treatment is on its way to compliance.

The South Slocan water system, 
with 66 connections, is getting an 
$850,000 upgrade after the IHA 
issued an order to the RDCK this 
past January to treat the water. The 
system has been on Boil Water 
Advisory for many years.

The community, feeling that 
the IHA order was heavy handed 
for such a small system, asked the 
RDCK to request that the order be 
reviewed. The IHA has made it clear 
that it will not conduct the review 
unless there is new evidence that 
was not available at the time the 
order was issued. At this point, the 
community seems fine with dropping 
the request for a review.

South Slocan village residents 
were presented with the proposed 

South Slocan water system: proposed upgrades well received
upgrades to their water system at a 
meeting with Ward Engineering and 
RDCK representatives on June 11.

Peter Ward, engineer, told 
the community that bringing the 
system up to today’s standards was 
a challenge, given the budget and 
infrastructure in the ground. “You’ll 
have a better system, but it won’t 
be 100% up to today’s standards,” 
he said. “We’re trying to utilize the 
infrastructure that you have now as 
opposed to abandoning that value 
and putting in something else that 
would cost more.”

Most of the old components of 
the system will remain, including 
the Watts Brook Springs water 
source. New components include 
a packaged water treatment plant 
and a new reservoir for the treated 
water, to be located behind the old 
schoolhouse. The water treatment 
plant will provide filtration, UV and 

chlorine. Ward assured that a very 
small amount of chlorine would 
be needed after the water had been 
filtered and treated with UV. 

Although some new pipe needs 
to go in, it looks like the $50,000 
worth of pipe the community 
purchased some years ago will not 
be used. Ward said it was not worth 
the risk to use the old pipe –“better 
to buy pipe that meets today’s 
standards,” he said.

A booster pump will be installed 
to supply spring water to the five 
homes that currently get their water 
from Smokey Creek. 

A fence will be built to protect the 
water source, and Ward said the IHA 
wants them to remove the black ABS 
pipe at the springs. When community 
members asked about improving the 
spring water collection, Ward said he 
was reluctant to dig in that area for 
fear of losing the water. Community 

members pointed out that digging 
would be necessary to remove the 
ABS pipe anyway, and asked him to 
check out collection improvements 
while they were at it. 

The urgent maintenance issues 
with the distribution system will not 
be dealt with as part of the project, 
as there is not enough money in the 
budget. It was suggested that the 
community get these repairs done 
with the $50,000 that is in the bank 
account for the water system.

The $850,534 project is mostly 
covered by grants – there is $103,000 
that the community has to pay. The 
RDCK is poised to borrow the 
$103,000 and tax the water users 
about $157 per year per parcel to pay 
off the loan over 25 years. However, 
Grant Roeland, Chief Financial 
Officer at the RDCK, let community 
members know that they can choose 
to make a one-time payment of 
$1,907.41 instead of making the 
annual payments, and this decision 
can be made on an individual basis. 
He said he will send property owners 
a notice in November about this, 
and that the deadline to make the 

one-time payment would likely be 
mid-January.

Individual property owners will 
also have to decide whether or 
not they want to encumber their 
properties with an easement or right-
of-way to allow the RDCK to enter 
their properties for the sole purpose 
of maintaining the water system. 
Information on this will be sent to 
the community.

submitted
Wondering what’s going on this 

summer? Needing to find that special 
program to help you appreciate the 
great outdoors? Well, Slocan Valley 
Recreation has a full slate of options 
available that they hope attracts your 
interest.

There are two specialty day 
camps for youth being featured 
this summer. Join Josh Evin, the 
Black Russian, along with local 
snowboarding legend Shandy 
Campos the week of July 20 for 
a five-day skateboarding camp at 
Tenacity – the new skatepark in 
Slocan. Learn some new moves, take 
road trips to other parks, enjoy BBQs 
and loud tunes. 

At the Eco Adventure Day 
Camps being offered with Endless 
Adventures, kids will be rafting, 
snorkelling, kayaking, cycling and 
going on many outdoor adventures. 
With great instructors and the perfect 
Crescent Valley location, it promises 
to be great fun. These five-day camps 
run the week of July 20 and 27. 

Hot summer in the Slocan Valley
There are many other great 

summer offerings for kids. Theatre 
Arts Summer Weeks will be held 
in both Crescent Valley and Slocan 
with Norma and Saffire in early 
July. Junior golf lessons at Valley 
View Golf Course happen July 
2 and 3. There will be kayaking 
programs happening for youth, 
women and families in early July 
for those wanting a water quest. 
There’ll be Rhythmic Gymnastics 
happening with Gisele at Winlaw 
School and soccer camps in both 
Winlaw and Bonnington Park. Lance 
Hall explores Clayworks for Kids 
at his Slocan Park studio. Swim 
Lessons will be going ahead this 
year at the beach in Slocan at the end 
of July. How about attending some 
summer art programs and day camps 
happening at Winlaw, Crescent 
Valley and Bonnington as well?

For adults there’s a wildflower 
painting trip to Idaho Peak in July.

Sharon and Lynnda will be 
making rush summer hats at the 
Threads Guild.

For families, why not go for a 
ride at the summer Incredible Edible 
Bike & Hike? And of course, what 
would summer be without the utter 
frivolity of the Slocan Valley Poker 
Float, now in its 15th year.

Want to find out more? You can 
always call Slocan Valley Recreation 
at 250-226-0008 or check out their 
Leisure Guide at www.rdck.bc.ca/
community/recreation/slocan_
valley/sv_lg.html.
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OPEN HOUSE

Silverton Memorial Hall

Friday, June 19, 2009

Doors Open: 5:30 pm

Short Program: 6:00 pm Sharp

Refreshments & Celebration Cake
The Council of the Village of Silverton is pleased to invite you, your family and friends to 

celebrate the completion of the Silverton Memorial Hall Improvement Project.

•Open House and Invitation to Comment*
A questionnaire will be made available at the Open House or you may mail your comments to:

The Village of Silverton, PO Box 14, Silverton, BC V0G 2B0

The Council of the Village of Silverton gratefully acknowledges the financial and 
volunteer support provided by: The Province of British Columbia through the Olympic/

Paralympic Live Sites Program • The Province of British Columbia through BC150, a 
Ministry of Tourism, Culture and the Arts • The Heritage Legacy Fund of British Columbia 

• The Friends of Silverton Memorial Hall Society • The Silverton Community Club

ART SHOW by LEWIS SHERROD, JR

(Watercolor, pencil & charcoal works)

June 18th to 21st    11:00 – 4:00
(artist in attendance 12:00 – 4:00)

at the

Hidden Garden Gallery

submitted
New Denver’s Hidden Garden 

Gallery is happy to announce its 
summer lineup of art shows. 

Next up are the paintings and wood 
carvings of Lewis Sherrod: wildlife 
and nature scenes in watercolours, 
pencil and charcoal. This show only 
is four days rather than the usual six – 
from June 18-21, 11 am to 4 pm.

Paintings by Jim Patterson will fill 
the gallery June 24-29, followed by 
Deb Borsos’s Art of Philately July 1-6, 
Terry Greenhough’s paintings July 
8-13, Patrizia Menton’s photographs 
July 15-20, and Judy Wapp’s collages 
July 22-27. 

Family favourites from Lorna 

Hidden Garden Gallery: From blown glass to Egyptian Yoga
Obermayr’s diverse artwork will be 
shown July 29-August 3 to honour her 
boundless contributions to the arts. A 
retrospective of Lorna’s work will run 
at the Silverton Gallery from the end of 
July through the first week of August. 
Both exhibits will bookend Lorna’s 
memorial on August 1.

The group show “Lumescence” 
from August 5 to10 will feature Juscha 
Grunther’s photography, Madeleine 
McCarthy’s whimsical bird feeders 
and vessels, and Nancy Guise’s cedar 
baskets. Award-winning wildlife 
photography by Jim Lawrence comes 
August 12-17, mosaic sculptures 
by Rabi’a August 24-29, drawings 
and words titled ‘Egyptian Yoga’ by 

Jules Delaney August 26-31, and 
glass blowing by Christie McPhee 
September 2-7. Stay tuned to the Valley 
Voice for dates of show openings and 
other musical events in the garden and 
in the gallery.

Supporting local artists and 
drawing people together are the 
gallery’s goals, and given that about 
4,000 visitors are drawn to the gallery 
each year, including many tourists…
mission accomplished! The Food 
For Thought series of talks about 
matters philosophical or artistic has 
been such a hit that we’ve had to 
move them to the Silverton Gallery’s 
larger space. Community groups and 
individuals can book the gallery for 
a very reasonable fee to meet, learn, 
play or celebrate. Artists, take note: 
Our art show calendar usually fills by 
January…so book early.

We get to revel in all this creative 
expression because of donations 
from community members and 
tourists and occasional grants from 
the Recreation Commission, CKCA, 
CBT, RDCK and KSCU, for which 
we are eternally grateful. This is an 
entirely volunteer-run gallery, so 

if you want to help please contact 
Susie Bolivar (358-7268, cheeona@
netidea.com) to sit the gallery; Teri 
Freeman (358-2297, tfreeman@
netidea.com) or Eleanor Spangler 
(358-2145, spangler@netidea.com) 
to book shows; Evelyn Goodell 
(358-2355, goodallin@xplornet.
com) for youth programs; Martha 
Nichols (358-2898, marthaporter1@
hotmail.com) or Anne Champagne 
(358-2666, annec@uniserve.com) to 
offer large sums of cash (cheques to 
Hidden Garden Gallery, Box 201, New 

Denver, BC V0G 1S0). 
All these directors offer their 

warmest thanks to outgoing directors 
Betty Daniel and Indi Khazrai for 
their invaluable work – Betty for her 
many years of direction and help in 
countless ways; Indi for designing our 
wonderful logo and letterhead and for 
offering her thoughtful perspectives.

Gallery hours are Wednesday 
through Monday, 10 am to 3 pm. Drop 
by 803 Kildare St., New Denver, to 
soak up the creative energy of our 
region’s fabulous artists. 

by Jan McMurray
Berdine Jonker from BC Heritage 

met with a handful of Sandon 
stakeholders on June 1 to discuss 
heritage conservation in Sandon.

By the end of the meeting, there 
was agreement that the RDCK should 
apply for two grants for heritage 
conservation projects in Sandon: 
a $10,000 grant from the Heritage 
Legacy Fund for an interpretive signage 
project, and a $10,000 grant from BC 
Heritage for the development of a 
heritage conservation plan.

Making this much headway did 
not look promising at the beginning of 
the meeting, when longtime Sandon 
resident Hal Wright put forward that 
the “dirty politics” in Sandon would 
have to be resolved first. Although there 
was some agreement that a mediated 
conflict resolution process would be 
beneficial at some point, Jonker said 
this meeting was not the appropriate 
time or place. She and others at the 
meeting urged Wright to leave the past 
at the door and focus on the common 
interest around the table – heritage 
conservation in Sandon.

Jonker also pointed out the 
importance of the RDCK leading the 
process, “so it won’t be seen as the 
property of one group or the other.”

The interpretive signage project 
idea met with very little resistance from 
anyone at the table. The conservation 
plan, however, was a tougher sell for 
people who have seen many plans done 
for Sandon over the years.

Jonker pointed out that the plans 
that are sitting on the shelf must not 
be effective if they are not being used. 
She said that although it sounds like 
“doing everything all over again,” the 
conservation plan process would add 
to and build on what has already been 
done. She said the plan would be “value 
centred,” which she guaranteed was a 
different approach than the other plans 
had taken. She also said that it would 
address best practices and feasibility, 
which might be missing from the 
other plans. 

Jonker encouraged the group 
to look at the assets that exist now 
in Sandon and make sure they are 
conserved and interpreted the way they 
deserve to be, rather than visioning. 
“We need to take small collective 
steps together, working as a team, and 
keeping our common goal in mind,” 
she said.

Wright, however, feels that small 
steps without a long-term plan in 
place will not preserve Sandon. He 
believes that Sandon has to be “a high 
quality destination” that is “significant 
enough” to draw people into this very 
isolated place.

Sandon stakeholders agree to 
pursue funding for two projects

Jonker pointed out that about 
20,000 cars travel up the Sandon road 
every season, and the group should be 
thinking about how to get these people 
to stay for an hour or two. “It’s not just 
about buildings,” she said. “Sandon 
is a cultural landscape with lots of 
evidence about how Sandon developed. 
The historical archeology is there. One 
of the strongest assets Sandon has 
to draw people is the mining ruins. 
Heritage values are not just embodied 
in buildings.”

Myles Berney, Sandon Historical 
Society president, suggested that the 
many hiking trails around Sandon were 
a draw and could be marketed better. 

Wright said his reservation about 
the plan was that he had been through 
many planning processes in the past, 
and now he needs some assurances. 
“Sandon has survived because we 
have been footing the bill. We can’t 
keep doing it unless there are tight 
assurances in place, or else we will 
disappear. Our 84 different titles will 
go to different people and Sandon 
will become Junkville.” He said his 
particular ambition was to preserve 
the powerhouse in perpetuity, and if he 
could no longer afford to be in Sandon, 
he might have to move the building. 
Thinking about Canada 
at the Silverton Gallery
submitted

The popular ‘Food for Thought’ 
series will kick off June 24 at the 
Silverton Gallery with ‘In Here, Out 
There: Thinking about Canada from the 
Slocan Valley’ by Cole Harris. Harris 
is Professor Emeritus of the UBC 
Geography Department, an acclaimed 
author, and a self-described “student of 
land and society, people and place in 
early Canada.” He will look at some of 
the ways in which Canada is and isn’t 
suggested by the Slocan Valley. 

Harris lives on the Harris Ranch in 
the house that his grandfather built in 
1896. Sandy Harris, one of the founders 
of our community, was his uncle. 
His long and distinguished academic 
career includes a BA from UBC, a 
Master of Science and PhD from the 
University of Wisconsin-Madison, 
and professorships at the University 
of Toronto and UBC. He is a Fellow 
of the Royal Society of Canada, was 
awarded the Massey Medal and is an 
Officer of the Order of Canada. He is 
also the author of a number of books.

‘In Here, Out There: Thinking 
about Canada from the Slocan Valley’ 
promises to be another fascinating and 
stimulating talk in the Food for Thought 
Series that is sponsored by the Hidden 
Garden Gallery and the Silverton 
Gallery. Everyone is cordially invited 
to this free event.
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Arrow Lakes 
Teachers’ 

Association

Congratulations, you did it! 
Now it’s time to get creative! 

Have Fun!

Congratulations 
to the Lucerne 

Graduates of 2009

702 Eldorado
New Denver 358-2415

Village of New 
Denver

Congratulations to the 
Graduates of 2008

from the Council & Staff 
of the Village of New Denver

Congratulations
to the Lucerne

graduating class
of 2009 from

New Denver

by Kate Plaskett and Kris Reitmeier
Good afternoon Ladies and 

Gentlemen, guests, parents, and other 
loving family members. The two of us 
stand here today not only because of 
our personal achievements, but as a 
result of the strength and support we 
have received throughout our entire 
lives from staff, family members, 
peers, and community. 

 We would like to start with a 
traditional Native American proverb.

One evening an old Cherokee 
Indian told his grandson about a 

Valedictory Address for the Lucerne Graduating Class of 2009
“battle” that goes on inside people. He 
said, “My son, the battle is between 
two ‘wolves’ inside us all. 

“One is Evil. It is anger, envy, 
sorrow, regret, greed, arrogance, self-
pity, guilt, resentment, inferiority, lies, 
false pride, superiority, and ego.

“The other is good. It is joy, 
peace, love, hope, serenity, humility, 
kindness, benevolence, empathy, 
generosity, truth, compassion and 
faith.”

The grandson thought about 
it for a minute and then asked his 

grandfather: “Which wolf wins?”
The old Cherokee simply replied, 

“The one you feed.”
Growing up in such a small and 

tight knit community, and attending 
a school the size of ours, it is often 
easy to forget about the negativity 
that exists in our world. The demons 
of envy, greed, and ego are relatively 
non-existent within our Kootenay 
society. 

As we stand here on the stage here 
today ready to enter the world and 
begin our lives, we are not unaware 

of the temptations, difficulties, 
challenges, and struggles that await 
us in our future. However, in light of 
this darkness, we are also aware of 
the opportunities, experiences, joys 
and good times. It is important

that we maintain this mindset 
that growing up in our community 
has instilled within us: honesty, 
compassion, respect for diversity, 
integrity, dedication, and most of all, 
a sense of oneself and community. 

 We would like to say something 
about each of our fellow graduates.

 Jamie - Jamie is never afraid to be 
himself. He knows what he believes, 
and if you think otherwise you are 
probably wrong. A creative genius, 
Jamie’s combination of thinking for 
himself and his powerful imagination 
are sure to take him far in this world.

 Calvin - He always seems to be 
there when you need him, whether 
it’s work to be done, a problem to 
be solved, or just a friend to hang 
out with. His mind is just as strong 
as his biceps, and having a quality 
like that will take him to bigger and 
better places.

 Eva - She is a social butterfly. 
A pink one, that is. We always know 
exactly what she is thinking. She is 

very opinionated and always speaks 
her mind, and often you find yourself 
doing exactly what she wants you to. 
This persuasive attitude makes her a 
determined leader, which no doubt 
will reflect in her future. 

 Kate - Kate is always down 
to have a good time. Her eloquent 
vocabulary and dramatic personality 
always get her noticed. She is the 
centre of attention wherever she goes, 
and her ambition will bring an infinite 
amount of opportunities. 

 Kris - Kris is always the best at 
anything he tries. He gives every job 
110%, which anyone who has met 
him will tell you. At the moment, he’s 
a little gibbled, but his athletic ability 
is usually off the charts. He knows 
what he wants and is ready to take 
it, and this determination and drive 
to succeed make for a bright future. 

Basically, what were trying to say 
is we all have a lot of things going 
for us, and there is no doubt that our 
respective abilities and passions will 
take us far. 

We would like to conclude with 
a quote by George Bernard Shaw. 
“We don’t stop playing because we 
grow old; we grow old because we 
stop playing.”

Kate Plaskett and Kris reitmeier delivered the Valedictory address at the Lucerne graduation ceremonies, June 13.

Best wishes to the 
Lucerne 

Graduating 
Class of 2009
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by Jan McMurray
“The world is our oyster… as 

we enter a sea of opportunity.” 
Lucerne’s class of 2009 chose 

a sea theme for their graduation 
ceremony held June 13. The quote 
above was featured on the program.

Principal  Trish Hawkins 
welcomed everyone to  the 
ceremony, saying that the large 
turnout “speaks to the family and 
community spirit here today.”

Kevin Murphy introduced each 
of the five grads: Jamie Magnuson, 
whose passion is video game design, 
plans to attend the Vancouver 
Film School video game design 
program; Kate Plaskett, talented in 
performing arts, writing, reading, 
languages and working with 
others, has been accepted into 
the arts program at Simon Fraser 

Lucerne 2009 graduation ceremonies held June 13
University; Calvin Reitmeier, with 
athletic and mechanical skills, will 
enter the electrical trades program 
at Thompson Rivers University; 
Kris Reitmeier, an athlete, excellent 
student and committed to everything 
he does, will take the Events and 
Management program at the 
Centre for Arts and Technology 
in Kelowna; and Eva Shandro-
Wictorin, with a special talent in 
working with children, has been 
accepted into the Special Education 
program at Camosun College.

S u p e r i n t e n d e n t  Wa l t e r 
Posnikoff extended greetings and 
congratulations, and thanked all 
those who helped the graduates 
reach this point in their lives.

Vice Chair of the Board of 
Education, Quinn DeCourcy, said 
he hoped the grads would always 
remember the unique place they 
came from, and the great teachers 
and administrative staff at Lucerne.

The video presentation, showing 
images of the grads throughout their 
lives, was put together by Eva and 
Kris. Calvin and Kris gave the class 
history, remembering highlights 
such as canoe and bike trips, 
catching a snake at Bonanza Creek, 
a trip to Cody Caves, swimming 
lessons in Castlegar, placing second 
in junior boys basketball zones, and 

math classes with Trish Hawkins. 
They noted that over the years, there 
were a total of 22 students in their 
class. In grade 10, they were down 
to “the final five that survived.”

F o l l o w i n g  t h e  a w a r d s 
presentations, Kate and Kris gave 
their Valedictory address. Kate and 
Eva’s class prophecies were a lot of 
fun, with Jamie ending up in a yacht 
in the Caribbean, Calvin in Vegas, 
Kris touring with famous hip-hop 
artist TI, Eva in Hills, and Kate in 
the Big Apple.

Trish Hawkins was the guest 
speaker. She told the grads what an 
honour and surprise it was to have 
them come to her office and tell 
her she had a meaningful impact in 
their lives. “It was very special and 
created a memory for me that will 
be there forever,” she said.

Hawkins said the students “have 
watched life as they know it draw 
to a close,” and commented on the 
tension and pressure this has caused, 
as well as excitement at the new 
prospects life would bring them. 

She told the trapeze bar parable, 
where we swing along and when an 
empty trapeze bar comes towards 
us, we must leave the grip on our 

bar and move to the next one. 
“This in between period can create 
tension, but is also when real growth 
occurs,” she said. She told them to 
resist the pressures of our society for 
instant answers, and to open their 
minds to all possibilities.

The class gave acknowledgement 
and thanks, and then were presented 
with their diplomas.

Final words from Trish included 
a personal note on each student, and 
ended with a quote: “We cannot 
discover new oceans unless we 
have the courage to lose sight of 
the shore.”

Awards and bursaries
Arrow Lakes  Teacher ’s 

Association: Kate Plaskett; Andrea 
Mengler Memorial Scholarship: Eva 
Shandro-Wictorin; Columbia Power 
Corp Bursary: Calvin Reitmeier and 
Kris Reitmeier; Cinta Batik Arts 
Scholarship: Kate Plaskett; Goat 
Mountain School Scholarship: Eva 
Shandro-Wicotorin; CUPE Local 
2450 Joe Lee Scholarship: Calvin 
Reitmeier; J. Stan Rowe Award: 
Kate Plaskett; Grad Bursary : 
Eva Shandro-Wictorin; Facilitated 
Learning Centre Award : Kris 
Reitmeier; Simon Fraser University 

Summit Entrance Scholarship: 
Kate Plaskett; Eugene Huss 
Memorial Bursary: Eva Shandro-
Wicotorin; New Denver Women’s 
Institute Scholarship: Eva Shandro-
Wictorin; Katrine Conroy, MLA 
Bursary: Eva Shandro-Wictorin; 
Royal Canadian Legion Branch 
20: Calvin Reitmeier; Kootenay 
Savings Community Foundation 
Scholarship: Eva Shandro-Wictorin; 
Lucerne Teachers’ and Principal’s 
At t i tude  and  Achievement 
Award: Kris Reitmeier; School 
District #10 Dogwood District 
Authority Award: Eva Shandro-
Wictorin; Soup du Jar Award: 
Calvin Reitmeier; Yellowhead 
Road & Bridge Scholarship: 
Calvin Reitmeier;  Coaches’ 
Award: Kris Reitmeier, Calvin 
Reitmeier; Class of 1959-1965 
Reunion Bursary: Eva Shandro-
Wictorin, Calvin Reitmeier; 
Sandy Harris Scholarship: Calvin 
Reitmeier; Lucerne Scholarship 
Society General Scholarship: Kris 
Reitmeier; Fujiko Matsushita 
Scholarship: Kris Reitmeier; Chie 
Kamegaya Scholarship: Kris 
Reitmeier; Edith J Greer Millenium 
Scholarship: Kate Plaskett.

The five Lucerne School graduates in their caps and gowns gather at the gazebo in the school garden just before the 
ceremony on June 13: Jamie Magnuson, Kate Plaskett, Kris reitmeier, Eva Shandro-Wictorin and Calvin reitmeier. 
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Congratulations 
2009

Graduates!

Best wishes to the
2009 Graduating 

Class of Mt. Sentinel 
Secondary School!

Congratulations 
to Class of 2009
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Mt. Sentinel Class of 2009. Front Row, L to R: Katlynn Bachelder, April Rolls, Cara Chernenkoff, Caitlin Raugust, Shalene Magowan, Mariah Stoochnoff, Elfie Caya, Rebecca Walker, Tamara Sandulak, Selby 
Evans, Megan Perepolkin, Melissa Perepelkin. Second row, L to R: Desiree Posein, Ashley Evdokimoff, Zoe Wilkinson, isabelle Carpenter, Chandra Poznikoff, Alex Mayr-Landrecht, Nikki Bell, Sarah Soukeroff, 

Ashley McLean, Kim Streichert, Kathryn Tosh, Kyla Boulin. Third row, L to R: James Lavigne, Jared Stoochnoff, Micheline Marr, Sydney Gillman, Ashley Nelson, Melissa Nelson, Stefani hrgovic, reanna 
Arishenkoff, Katrina Verigin, Kalia Solecki, Katelynn Evans, Nicole Saliken, rachel Kerfoot, Melanie Pereversoff, Marlee Kanigan, James Franklin, Derek Verigin Fourth row, L to R: Jarome Thomas, John 

Crockett, Trent Zoobkoff, Justin Niminiken, harlen Thomas, Mac Wilson, Geordie Garton, Joe Blenderman, Jethro herring, Quentin Collins, Felix Pachoviach, Tanner Cust, Matt Lekopoy, hayden Standidge, Alex 
Kinakin. Back row, L to R: John Gladney, Mike Andersen, Eric Salikin, Trevor Frame, ryon Sookro, Kyle MacDonald, Sven Smienk, Angus Burns, James King, Aaron Malakoff, Nik Jmaeff, Tony Plotnikoff.

Mount Sentinel Secondary 
School’s Class of 2009, consisting of 
64 students, received their diplomas 
at the graduation ceremonies held 
June 12.

The ceremonies were hosted 
by Glen Campbell and Maureen 
Veregin, with a welcome by principal 
Andy Leathwood. Glen Campbell 
was guest speaker.

The three Valedictorians, Mariah 
Stoochnoff, Stefani Hrgovic and 
Trenton Zoobkoff, gave “the greatest 
Valedictorian speech you will ever 
hear.”

Awards and scholarships were 
presented, as follows.

Aboriginal Art and Cultural 
Bursary: John Gladney, Jared 
Stoochnoff, Harlen Thomas, Jarome 
Thomas

Columbia Power Corporation: 
Alex Kinakin

Crescent Valley Fire Dept: 
Melissa Nelson

Dogwood District/Authority: 
Kim Streichert, James Franklin, 

Mt. Sentinel Seconary 2009 graduation ceremonies held June 12
Melanie Pereversoff, Nik Jmaeff

Fortis BC: Ryon Sookro
Georgia Ethel McKeown: 

James Franklin
Heritage Credit Union: Angus 

Burns
Kootenay Lake Principals/

Vice-Principals Award: Melissa 
Nelson

Kootenay Slocan Lions Award: 
Cara Chernenkoff

Masonic Lodge Award: Stefani 
Hrgovic, Angus Burns

Mt. Sentinel Administrators 
Award: Trenton Zoobkoff

Mt. Sentinel PAC: Nikki Bell, 
Marlee Kanigan

Mt. Sentinel Student Council: 
Katrina Verigin, Stefani Hrgovic

Nelson and District Credit 
Union: Mac Wilson

Nelson and District Teacher 
Member: Ryon Sookro

Nelson and District Teachers’ 
Association Scholarship: Caitlin 
Raugust

Phil Malekow Peace Award: 

Katrina Verigin
RHC Insurance: Melanie 

Pereversoff
Rotary Club of Nelson: James 

Franklin, Katrina Verigin
Royal Canadian Legion: Kyle 

MacDonald
Selkirk College Board of 

Governors (Athletics): Justin 
Niminiken

Selkirk College Board of 
Governors (Trades, etc.): Ryon 
Sookro

Selkirk College Board of 

Governors (Arts/Sc.): James 
Franklin, Sydney Gillman, Melanie 
Pereversoff, Jared Stoochnoff, Zoe 
Wilkinson

Slocan Val ley  Women’s 
Institute: Alex Kinakin

WE Graham PAC: Sydney 
Gillman

Yellowhead Road and Bridge 
Award: James Franklin

Kootenay-Columbia Teachers’ 
Association: Zoe Wilkinson

West Kootenay Toy Run 
Bursary: Elfie Caya

Ernie Gare Scholarship: Ryan 
Sookro, Reanna Arishenkoff, Nikki 
Bell, Marlee Kanigan

Kootenay Savings Bursary: 
Ashley Nelson

Dan Radonich-Scan lan 
Memorial Bursary:  Trenton 
Zoobkoff

Katrine Conroy MLA Trades 
Bursary: Kalia Solecki

CUPE Local 1285: Melanie 
Pereversoff

Carleton University Entrance 
Scholarship: Angus Burns

Slocan Valley trustee Barb Lindsay presented Mt. Sentinel graduates 
with their diplomas.
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Legendary Meats 

Mt. Sentinel 
Graduates are 

a cut above 
the rest!

Phone: 226-7803
2826 Hwy 6 • Slocan Park

Wishes the graduates every 
success in the future!

Winlaw
Mini-Mart

Celebrate graduation 
responsibly!

Jim &
Patty
at the

Winlaw
Brew-Op

joins with the community in wishing the 
graduates of Mt. Sentinel Secondary School every 
success as they plan the next goals for their lives!

Slocan Valley Branch • 3014 Hwy 6 • Slocan Park
www.heritagecu.ca • 250-226-7212

Congratulations 
to the 2009 
Grads
from
Barry & 
Judy at

Congratulations to 
the Mt. Sentinel 

graduating class of 
2009. May your 

future endeavours 
take you places!

Mountain Valley Station
355-2245

Congratulations 
Class of 2009 

on your 
success!

Wishing the 
graduates of 
Mt. Sentinel 

every 
possible 
success!

To all the 
2009 Graduates 
Best Wishes for 

a happy & 
successful 

     future!

BEST 
WISHES!

Mt. Sentinel 
Graduates from

at the Spicer Centre in 
downtown Winlaw

Congrats, Grads
Don’t let the robots
Tell ya what to do.

Listen to your Heart
Hold your Vision
Change the World

By Stefani Hrgovic, Mariah 
Stoochnoff and Trenton Zoobkoff

The greatest Valedictorian 
speech you’ll ever hear

Good evening ladies and 
gentlemen, we are the Valedictorians 
of 2009. 

Let me tell you this folks, 
becoming Valedictorian for 64 
apathetic students was, well, easy. 
Because nobody cared who did it. 

Writing this on the other hand 
was difficult. High school was 
difficult. It’s awkward, dramatic and 
filled with stink bugs. They have a 
class for calculus, but not a class 
for life. You can’t learn life from a 
textbook. 

The three of us got together and 
tried to find some commonalities 

Mt. Sentinel Secondary Graduation Valedictory address
between not just each other but the 
whole grad class, and we found out 
that we have not so much in common 
aside from the fact that we are all 
individuals. We decided to embrace 
that fact and instead of searching for 
our commonalities, we explored our 
diversity. It has taken us 12 years to 
become this class and we are finally 
now able to reflect on our peers and 
show them our support. 

Yeah, we may not be best friends 
or have 90% averages but we are 
something and we all have attributes 
that make us shine as individuals. 
We are talented athletes, actors, 
musicians, volunteers, writers, 
craftsmen, scholars, and maybe even 
astronauts, who knows – I’m not a 
rocket scientist. Even though we are 

Congratulations 
to Class of 2009

Slocan Valley 
Co-op

Congratulations 
Grads of 2009

Congratulations 
to the 

Class of 2009!

South Slocan

Congratulations 
to the 2009

Grads
from

Floyd & 
NatashaGood luck in your 

future endeavours!

not close, our respect for each other 
is certainly there. What we have 
learned from Mount Sentinel is that 
you can’t do anything without the 
support of your teachers and peers. 
Here at Mount Sentinel we have an 
abundance of support. Because of 
this we are able to leave this school 
knowing that we can go out there and 

accomplish anything and everything 
we set our minds to. 

Being in a small town and a 
small school, we get caught up in 
little drama and problems all the 
time. When you first get a chance to 
get out of our little world, all of the 
problems and things that you thought 
mattered get put into perspective – 

and that is that they don’t matter. Our 
one piece of advice for our fellow 
graduates is to not be afraid to leave 
home. No matter how far away you 
go, this place will always be here for 
you to come back to. But don’t let its 
beauty swallow you whole because 
there is a big world out there that is 
just waiting to be explored. 

Valedictorians Mariah Stoochnoff, Trenton Zoobkoff and Stefani hrgovic deliver a short but sweet address.
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WANTED to HIRE
We need hardworking capable people to help before and 
after Music Fest.  
Location:   Nakusp Music Fest Site
Requirements:   Must be physically fit, reliable, and able 
    to lift heavy items.
Date:    Depends on placement (July 15-20, 2009)
Hours of work:  9 am to 3 pm
Payment:   Depends on placement (starting at $12)
How to Apply:   Bring resume to Nakusp Music Fest Office

 619 Broadway St.  

submitted
Cliff Woffenden will read from 

his book The Sinixt: Recovering 
from Extinction at Nakusp Public 
Library on Friday, June 19 at 7 pm. 
Everyone is cordially invited to this 
very interesting and free event. 

The Sinixt were the first people 
to live in the Arrow Lakes area. 
Woffenden became interested in 
them in 1988 when he was hired by 
the Heritage Branch of the provincial 
government to caretake the Vallican 
archaeological site – a traditional site 
of Sinixt people.

“We kept running into all these 
people that kept saying the Indians 
never lived here and this was open 
territory,” he says. Many people 
believed that four or five tribes 
travelled through the area but none 
lived here. Woffenden says that he 
knew this wasn’t correct and wanted 
to set the record straight, so he began 
a long research project. 

Woffenden reads Sinixt at Nakusp library
“I used lots of anthropology 

and archaeological studies,” says 
Woffenden. “It was really hard to 
track down – most of the information 
about these people has been buried.” 

He consulted BC Hydro and 
government studies as well as 
information from early fur traders 
and missionaries. 

“It took me a year and a half to 
actually write the book,” he says, 
“but I’ve been researching it for 20 
years.” 

The Sinixt: Recovering from 
Extinction concludes that the Sinixt 
were in the Kootenays near the 
time of the last ice age and includes 
archaeological findings from the 
Arrow Lakes dating back roughly 
9,000 years. Traditional Sinixt 
pithouses have been excavated in 
the Slocan Valley which date back 
3,500 – 5,000 years and indicate 
permanent villages at Lemon Creek, 
Nakusp, Bonnington Falls, Vallican 

Cliff Woffenden will read from his 
book The Sinixt: Recovering from 

Extinction at Nakusp Public Library 
on Friday, June 19 at 7 pm. 

and South Slocan. 
Other books available at the 

Nakusp Public Library on the Sinixt 
include The Geography of Memory, 
written by Eileen Delahanty-Pearkes 
and Keeping the Lakes Way by Paula 
Pryce.

COMMUNITY

submitted
The Kaslo Community Refugee 

Project is well on its way to making 
a new life possible in Canada for 
a Colombian woman designated 
at risk by the United Nations High 
Commissioner on Refugees. She 
comes with an 11-year-old son, and 
daughters aged 5 and 3.

“We are eager to meet and 
welcome her into our community as 
soon as the final papers are in place 
with Canada Immigration and their 
travel arrangements have been made, 
which could happen within weeks,” 
said one of the project’s committee 

Refugee family to come to Kaslo
members, Karen Pidcock.  

To date, $14,686 has been 
realized or pledged toward a goal 
of an estimated $20,000 needed to 
support this family for one year after 
arrival in Canada. “We are indeed 
grateful for the startup grant of $2,640 
from the national Anglican Church, 
matched by a Canada Immigration 
grant, along with generous donations 
from the Community Fund of North 
Kootenay Lake, many individuals, 
regional and local churches,” said 
Pidcock. “We’ll gratefully accept 
additional donations in order to be 
ready to meet our goal.”

Donations over $25 to receive 
a tax receipt may be made to St. 
Mark’s Church – Refugee project, 
and sent to Box 475 Kaslo.  Monthly 
pledges, too, can be offered. In-kind 
donations of winter clothing and other 
household items will also be needed. 
The committee is now exploring 
rental accommodation for the family.

Steering committee members 
Fiona Anderson, Melanie Bryce, 
Donna Cormie, Terry Cullen, Ronda 
Gates, Joan Hall, Marianne Hobden, 
Dirk and Karen Pidcock, and Marion 
Stewart will be glad to receive offers 
of assistance.  

submitted
Congratulations to the Steve and 

Patti Willott family and to Carmen 
Weaver, the two Lawns to Gardens 
winners in this second year of the 
program. 

Follow the progress of converting 
those two water-sucking lawns to two 
new yummy food-producing gardens 
in a monthly article published in the 
Valley Voice. 

Lawns to Gardens hopes that with 
all this digging and growing going 

Kaslo’s Lawns to Gardens announces winners and challenge
on, you too might feel inspired to 
expand an established garden, start 
a small garden in the backyard or 
turn over your whole lawn to create 
a yard full of yummy treats. That is 
what Lawns to Gardens is challenging 
Kaslo residents to do. If you take the 
challenge then we want to hear about 
it. We are keeping track of the number 
of lawns converted to gardens so we 
can then challenge other communities 
of British Columbia to turn their 
lawns to gardens, too. 

Contact Jen Sibley, Lawns to 
Gardens Co-ordinator, to tell her 
your garden story by email or phone 
so Kaslo can show all of BC that 
we love our gardens. Email Jen at 
lawnstogardens@nklcss.org or call 
her at 250-353-7691 ext 207.

The Lawns to Gardens program 
is funded by Environment Canada’s 
Eco-Action Community Funding 
Program and sponsored by North 
Kootenay Lake Community Services 
Society.

by Jan McMurray
J V H u m p h r i e s  i s  g o i n g 

geothermal, thanks to a $600,000 
grant from the Public Sector Energy 
Conservation fund.

“They’re drilling the holes right 
now,” reported Larry Brown, Director 
of Operations at the school district. He 
expects the work to be ongoing for one 
calendar year.

The geothermal system will 
replace the school’s propane system, 
although the propane system will 

Geothermal system going in at JV Humphries
remain in place and function as 
backup. 

Brown said they expected savings 
of $50,000-$60,000 per year with the 
new system. The grant application, 
prepared by GeoSource Energy, 
estimated an annual energy savings 
of 78%. 

“This is the most inefficient site 
the school district has, so it was an easy 
one to put forward as a candidate,” 
commented Brown. The application 
was submitted late last summer, and 

final approval was received recently.
The project involves installing 

heat pumps and drilling ground loops. 
The existing piping distribution 
and ductwork are not impacted. 
The grant application states that no 
special expertise is required to service 
and maintain the system, and that 
maintenance costs for the system are 
generally the same or less than many 
conventional systems. The heat pumps 
have a life expectancy of 25 years, and 
the ground loops 50 years. 

submitted
Columbia Basin youth have a 

new opportunity to find adventure, 
camaraderie and confidence this 
summer. They can take part in 
Wildsight’s new Go Wild Summer 
Adventure program. Registration is 
open and youths aged 14 to 19 can 
sign up.

Youth backpacking trips into Purcells offered this summer
“A Go Wild Summer Adventure 

is a week-long, guided backpacking 
expedition into the Purcell Mountains,” 
said Liz Hardwick, program co-
ordinator and adventure guide. “It 
gives young people the chance to 
connect with wild places during a 
life-changing journey. And it inspires 
the next generation of environmental 

leaders.”
Two expeditions are planned: one 

for early July and one for late August. 
“An eight-day hike is scheduled for July 
2 to 9 at a cost of $420,” Hardwick said. 
“A shorter, six-day hike is scheduled 
for August 23 to 28 at a cost of $350.” 

Food is included in the price of the 
expedition, and all camping equipment 
is supplied by Wildsight. Participants 
supply their own outdoor-appropriate 

clothing. “No previous camping 
experience is required,” Hardwick 
said, “just enthusiasm and a willingness 
to learn!”

Help is available to those who find 
the cost of the expedition prohibitive. 
Potential participants can contact the 
Wildsight office at 250-427-9325 for 
information about subsidies.

Hardwick, who has led expeditions 
in wilderness areas as far away as Baffin 

Island and Brazil, said, “A week in the 
backcountry is an intense experience 
and young people learn a lot about 
themselves. They gain confidence in 
their abilities, learn to function as part of 
a team, and get to know the mountains. 
They develop a sense of responsibility 
for the place they live in.” 

For more info or to register, visit 
www.Wildsight.ca/SummerAdventure 
or call 250-427-9325.
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Nakusp 
Legion
Canada 
Day 
Events

• Legion Lounge 
opens at 1 PM

• Legion Bingo starts 
at 1PM in the Hall

• Fireworks along 
the waterfront 

starting at 
dusk.

NAKUSP & THE ARROW LAKES

LOMA 
BUILDING 
SUPPLIES

Nakusp, BC 
250-265-3681

• LUMBER
• SIDING
• INSULATION
• ROOFING
• DRYWALL
• FLOORING
• HARDWARE
• GENERAL PAINT
• PLUMBING
• ELECTRICAL
• WOOD STOVES
• WINDOWS/DOORS
• SCAFFOLDING
• ENGINEERED FLOORS
• ROOF TRUSSES
• TOOL RENTALS
• AGRICULTURAL FEEDS
• GARDENING SUPPLIES
• GREENHOUSE

OPEN
7 am - 5:30 Weekdays
9 am - 5:00 Saturday

The Best Lumberyard 
in the Kootenays

We deliver!

by Dan and Jan
• Milt and Rosemarie Parent 

of the Arrow Lakes Historical 
Society were presented with two 
framed prints in recognition of 
their assistance with the Cemetery 
Interpretive project.

• Rachel Hamilton from BC 
Hydro wrote to say that experts 
would take a look at the wharf this 
summer and develop a plan for the 
demolition and construction. The 
first phase of the design will be a 
geotechnical survey of the soils 
along the beach.

• The Village has received a 
$20,000 grant to create a community 
heritage register. The Trees for 
Tomorrow grant application was not 
successful.

• Councillor Hughes has a 
proposal regarding the disposition of 
the hot springs, but it had to be tabled 
to a later meeting. The emailed 
proposal could not be accessed due 
to technical difficulties.

• Mayor Hamling reported that 
the Chamber has concerns about 
closing the hot springs for the first 
four months of 2010. She said 
that the hot springs lost $150,000 
last year, and reminded that debt 
servicing costs for the facility are 
over $65,000 per year. From June 
through September, the hot springs 
turn a profit. “It’s a question of fiscal 
responsibility,” she said.

• Preliminary drawings of the 
new fire hall have been done, and a 
grant application for the project from 
the Community Adjustment fund has 
been made.

• On the issue of boundary 
expansion, treasurer Richard 
Mahoney will  prepare a tax 
comparison for the Glenbank area 
only. The ministry advises that this 
would not qualify for a study grant 
at this time.

• The Chamber of Commerce 

Nakusp council, June 9: 
Parents recognized for work on Cemetery project

asked for a grant from the Village 
to purchase official Olympic items 
for resale in the Visitor InfoCentre 
and a separate retail display rack 
for the items. Revenue generated 
from the retail sales will go towards 
purchasing additional Olympic 
items until next year, and Tourism 
BC items afterwards, ensuring an 
ongoing source of revenue in retail 
sales. Estimated start-up costs are 
$2,000. Council agreed to provide 
the Chamber with an interest free 
loan to be repaid by the year’s end.

• Council gave approval in 
principle to a request from the local 
travel agent for businesses to sell hot 
springs passes.

• Telus will let council know by 
June 30 whether or not it can deliver 
cell service to the Galena Bay Ferry 
area and other communities along 
the Arrow Lakes.

• Councillor Mueller was 
appointed as the representative for 
the Tourism Advisory Committee.

• The draft OCP for Area K was 
sent to council for comments. This 
was tabled to the June 23 meeting, 
as the zoning maps were not yet 
available.

• As requested by the BC 
Coalition of People with Disabilities, 

Advertise in the 
Valley Voice

Your locally owned, independent 
community newspaper

Call 250-358-7218 for details

the Village will provide a letter of 
support for the ban on the use of 
handheld communication devices, 
such as cell phones, while driving. 
The coalition is concerned about car 
accidents caused by the use of cell 
phones, as its membership includes 
many individuals who have been 
severely disabled in traffic accidents.
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Two School District buses will be running:
1. Leaving Edgewood Elementary at 8:50 a.m. , catch 9:15 ferry, stop at J&S 

Snacks, Burton General Store, and will stop if flagged down on the highway.
2. Leaving Lucerne Elementary Secondary at 9:30 a.m., stop at old mailbox 

location in Hills, and will stop if flagged down on the highway.
Buses leave Nakusp at 3:00 to return to Edgewood and New Denver. Buses will pick 
up adults with children, high school students may travel on their own with parent 
permission. Buses can only accommodate passengers to their maximum seating capacity.

by Jan McMurray
To encourage affordable 

housing, Nakusp has recently 
amended its zoning bylaw to 
allow secondary suites and 
carriage house suites. A session 
for people to learn more about 
these housing options was held 
on June 4 at Selkirk College. 
The session was organized 
by the chair of the Nakusp 
and Area Development Board 
housing committee, Laurie 
Page.

N a k u s p ’ s  C h i e f 
Adminis t ra t ive Off icer, 
Bob Lafleur, explained the 
Village regulations around 
secondary suites and carriage 
houses.  Representatives 
from the Canada Mortgage 
and Housing Corporation 
(CMHC) were there to speak 
about their funding programs. 
Ulli Mueller, Nakusp building 
designer, outlined building code 
regulations around secondary 
suites.

Lafleur explained that 
a secondary suite is a self-
contained unit within a single 
family dwelling, with its own 
entrance. The minimum size 
is 450 square feet. Secondary 
suites are allowed in all 
residential zones in Nakusp. 

A carriage house suite is 
much like a secondary suite, 

Information session held on secondary and carriage house suites
but is located above a garage or 
workshop, and can be attached 
or detached from the main 
residence. Minimum size is 592 
square feet. When asked if the 
carriage house had to be part of 
a building, Lafleur replied that 
the bylaw would have to be 
amended to allow for a stand-
alone carriage house. 

Carriage house suites are 
allowed in all residential zones 
except R1, because R1 lots 
are too small to accommodate 
them. They are also allowed 
in commercial zones, in the 
same building as a business. 
In commercial zones, there 
can be more than one suite per 
building, and the owner of the 
property does not have to live 
there.

In residential zones, the 
homeowner has to reside in 
the house where the secondary 
or carriage house suite is 
located, and the house must 
be the homeowner’s principle 
residence.

A local builder pointed 
out that many non-resident 
homeowners would like 
a carriage house on their 
property to rent out. CAO 
Lafleur suggested that if the 
Village received requests for 
carriage houses from absentee 
owners, council would likely 

consider amending the bylaw 
to accommodate this.

H o m e o w n e r s  w i t h 
secondary or carriage house 
suites must obtain a business 
licence from the Village.

CMHC’s secondary and 
garden suite program offers 
homeowners forgivable loans 
of up to $24,000 to create 
suites for low-income seniors 
or people with disabilities. A 
further $24,000 is available 
if the homeowner is creating 
a secondary suite to make it 
accessible for a person with 
disabilities.

C M H C  h o l d s  b a c k 
30% of the funding until the 
homeowner has an eligible 
tenant. The first tenant must be 
a low-income senior or person 
with disabilities; subsequent 
tenants must be low income, 
but don’t have to be senior or 
disabled. 

An eligible tenant in 
Nakusp has an annual income 
of $41,000 or less per year. An 
eligible homeowner also has an 
income of $41,000 or less per 
year, and property that is worth 
no more than $300,000.

The funding for this 
program is in high demand, 
and is allotted on a first come, 
first served basis. CMHC 
representatives said the 

funding is usually committed 
by August every year, so people 
should apply as soon after the 
fiscal year starts on April 1 
as possible. CMHC reps also 
stressed the importance of a 
complete application package 
– an incomplete package is 
sent back to the applicant, 
causing delays that could well 

jeopardize the success of the 
application.

For more information about 
this and other CMHC programs, 
contact 1-800-668-2642 or 
check www.cmhc.ca.

Ulli Mueller outlined the 
building code regulations that 
pertain to secondary suites. 
Some of the key requirements 

are that the maximum size of 
a secondary suite is 968 square 
feet or 40% of the living space, 
whichever is less. There must 
be fire separation between the 
suite and the residence, or an 
automatic sprinkler system. It 
is preferable for the secondary 
suite to have its own heating 
system.

The Provincial ‘A’ Girls high School Soccer Championship was held in Nakusp May 28-30. out of the 12 
teams from all over the province that attended, immaculata, a school from Kelowna, won the championship. 

The Nakusp team placed 7th, and the Kaslo team placed 11th. This photo was presented to the Nakusp team 
at the Awards ceremony. Front (laying down): Laura Matchett , Megan rivers; Bottom row, L to r:  rachel 

Wiebe, Lori Tennant, hailey McLeod, Jessica harper, Nicole Marcolli, Shea Weighill, hannah holden; Middle 
row, L to r:  Avery Palmer, Lana reimer, Ali Spavor, Chantel Fisher, Janell Currie, Kaitlyn Devlin, Brenna 

Leitch, Sarah holden, Jessica Carter, Jenna reimer; Back row:  Tisha Becker, riley McCormack.
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Thank you 
Valley Voice
The only newspaper that 

tells us what is going on in 
the Kaslo area. The only 
newspaper that gives us a 

chance to say what we think 
about it, free of charge, in 
Voices from the Valleys.

Paid advertisement by Jane Lynch 
in support of the Valley Voice

• Many Imported Items
• Freezer Packs
• Weekly In-Store Specials
• Fresh Meats Cut Daily
• Fresh or Frozen Seafood
• In-Store Deli Sandwiches to go
• Awesome Cheese Selection
• Fresh & Smoked Sausage
• Smoked Salmon
• Custom Cutting of Pork & Beef

Real Estate in Kaslo and 
North Kootenay Lake 
www.century21kaslo.com 
kul@century21kaslo.com 

250-505-4722

New stock is arriving daily for the summer 

season. Come see us for that special gift you 

just won’t find anywhere else!

at the golf course

Sunday

BREAKFAST 
SPECIALS
served from 
7 am to 1 pm

$8.95

• Patio seating with 
a spectacular view of 

Kootenay Lake •
Restaurant open 7:00 am - 

8:00 pm 7 days a week
FULLY LICENCED – OPEN TO 

THE PUBLIC

Kaslo 
Clubhouse 
Restaurant

Summer is finally here!
Four Seasons Greenhouse

-tomatoes, cucumbers, peppers, cherry tomatoes, eggplant
Lofstedt Farm, Tipiland
         -greens and more

Supporting local produce
422 Front St., Kaslo, BC • 353-2594

by Jan McMurray
• Corporal Backus gave a report 

on May Days. There were 11 officers 
on duty during the weekend, and road 
blocks were set up at all entrances 
to Kaslo. Four times the number 
of impaired drivers were taken off 
the road this year as compared to 
last year. There were minor thefts 
from vendors in the park, and he 
recommended that the Village hire 
security guards for the park in future. 
On Sunday night, there was a party at 
the ‘ninja fort’ on Village property, 
which brought 150-200 kids from out 
of town. Backus said he has spoken 
to the facilitators of the party and this 
will not be allowed in future.

• Shaen Patience from the 
Kaslo Jazz Etc. Society attended 
to answer any questions on the 
society’s requests from the Village 
for this year’s festival. The society 
has asked if it can dump untreated 
effluent from the portable toilets 
in the sani-dump station once per 
day during the festival. Also, the 
society is expecting pedestrian traffic 
to increase significantly this year 
because of the loss of the camping 
and parking area above the park. To 
help keep the roadway clear, they 
would like the road from the cenotaph 
down to the park to be a no parking 
zone during the festival. They would 
also like to double the shuttle service 
from the Village campground to the 
park, and asked the Village for $1,100 
to help provide the service. Council 
referred the society’s requests to the 
Development Services committee 
meeting of July 2. 

• Council received 32 pieces 
of correspondence from residents 
voicing their opposition to the 
proposed marina in Kaslo Bay. 
People urged council not to provide 
a letter of support for the marina, 
asking that there be a public process, 
an environmental review and that the 
OCP be finalized before any decision 
is made.

Council declined to provide the 
letter of support to Bernie Penner 
of Kaslo Bay Developments for 
the marina, as recommended by the 
Development Services committee 
from its June 4 meeeting. 

• Two letters of complaint 
regarding Kaslo Bay construction 
noise were received. Replies will 
be sent to advise that the Village 
has addressed this with the property 
owner, and expects the Noise 
Abatement Bylaw to be complied 
with in future.

• Val Koenig from the Trailblazers 
wrote to follow up on his request 
that merchantable timber from the 
fire interface project be kept in the 
community. The CAO’s comments 
were that more than one organization 
is interested in the wood, and with 
fire season coming, it needs to 
be determined how and when the 
disposition of the wood will happen.

• Val Koenig from the Trailblazers 
attended the June 4 Development 
Services committee meeting to speak 
about assisting with the Water Street 
trail project. He stated that the society 
could raise matching funds, to double 
the Village’s $40,000 LocalMotion 
grant for the project. Council agreed 
to pledge $20,000 plus $10,000 in 
kind to fundraising efforts by the 
Trailblazers. The Water Street trail is 

a key component of the Trailblazers’ 
Lakeside Trail project, which is 
planned to go from the Kaslo River 
bridge to Vimy Park, the Moyie, 
Water Street, and through Kaslo Bay 
Park to the Kaslo Bay Resort marina.

Council agreed to give the 
Trailblazers the decked logs on Oak 
Avenue from the fire interface project. 
Councillor Frary explained that 
this decision was made because the 
Trailblazers are partnering with the 
Village on the Water Street trail, so 
the wood is seen as a contribution to 
the fundraising efforts for that project.

• Debra Barrett of the Kaslo 
Childcare Centre Society wrote to 
update council on the society’s efforts 
to open a childcare centre in Kaslo. 
A three-year lease on a property on E 
Avenue has been offered to them, and 
the site has been approved by their 
licencing officer. With fundraising 
underway, the society asks that the 
Village contribute one third of its 
annual BC Hydro grant for the first 
three years of the childcare centre’s 
operation. The request was referred 
to 2010 budget discussions, as the 
Hydro grant has been committed for 
this year.

• North Kootenay Lake Arts & 
Heritage Council wrote regarding the 
7th annual Kaslo Art Walk opening 
on June 19, 5-6:30 pm. Artists will 
be ‘in residence’ and there will be live 
performers on Front Street. They ask 
if Front Street between 4th and 5th 
Avenues could be a pedestrian mall, 
with tents for the performers and 
some specialty food vendors, from 4 
pm to 7 pm. The CAO’s comments 
were that it would likely be unpopular 
to close the road at the busiest time 
of day on a Friday so that vendors 
could compete with local businesses. 
Council denied the request, but want 
to work on a policy to allow street 
closures. Development of a policy 
was referred to municipal services.

• Katimavik is interested in 
operating in Kaslo starting in January, 
and will hold a public information 
session on June 23 at 7pm at the 
Kaslo and Area Youth Council. They 
are looking for organizations that 
need one or two full-time volunteers. 
Council forwarded the information to 
several local non-profit organizations, 
and will invite the Katimavik manager 
to meet with them on June 25. 

• Kaslo is considering partnering 
with Area D in submitting a joint 
letter of interest to participate in the 
Columbia Basin Trust’s Adapting 
to Climate Change program. CAO 
Sawyer was directed to contact 
Ramona Mattix at the RDCK to get 
more information on how to proceed 
with this.

•  Counci l  received more 
information about the Tourism 
Rockies community photo shoot, 
a cost-shared program designed to 

support community image bank 
development. Kaslo is going ahead 
with the project, which entails 
hiring a local photographer for up 
to $4,000, with a 50% contribution 
from Kootenay Rockies. Kootenay 
Rockies will receive copies of the 
images to be used to promote regional 
tourism. 

• An offer by a local resident to 
do an energy cleansing at the Kemball 
Memorial Centre to improve the 
feel of the building was referred to 
the Building Management Select 
committee. 

• Three citizens wrote to question 
the name chosen for the Kemball 
Memorial Centre and to propose 
naming the building ‘Carnegie Hall’ 
after this year’s Citizen of the Year, 
Alison Carnegie. The Village will 
let them know that opportunities 
to suggest names for the building 
closed July 31, and that Alison 
Carnegie was the one to suggest 
‘Kemball Memorial Centre.’ Mayor 
Lay commented that Kemball is a 
very famous Canadian from Kaslo 
who died leading his men against an 
order to do so. 

• Council received a letter from 
a resident asking how Kootenay 
Savings Credit Union was able to 
get around the heritage guidelines. 
The resident will be advised that 
all owners within the Heritage 
Development Permit Area are 
encouraged to subscribe to building 
and colour guidelines, and the credit 
union application was accepted as an 
improvement to the previous design. 

• Council received a letter from 
a citizen asking why the Moyie and 
the new RCMP detachment are able 
to get sewer service when they are 
not in the specified area. A letter of 
reply will be sent, explaining that the 
Moyie was added to the specified area 
because of the potential for economic 
disaster to Kaslo should it cease 
operation, and that the service was 
extended to the RCMP in view of the 
importance of the RCMP continuing 
to service the community.

• A meeting between council and 
YRB to discuss gravel pit use was 
confirmed for June 16 at 4 pm. 

• The Village will join the Invest 
Kootenay partnership and will pay the 
membership fee of $2500.

• A letter of thanks will be sent 
to Lynda Lafleur of CBT for her 
assistance in writing the Community 
Adjustment Fund application for a 
new firehall and multi-purpose centre 
near the arena. 

• Council accepted Dick Smith’s 
quote for $4364 for repairs to the 
Kaslo wharf.

• The need for off-street parking 
was referred to the Citizens Advisory 
Committee for consideration in the 
OCP review. 

• Washington Street North 
drainage was referred to 2010 budget 
deliberations. 

• An arborist will be hired to 
assess three firs on Water Street, 
and the Village will get a quote 
for a certified arborist to assess all 
boulevard trees in Kaslo. 

• The Village will purchase a 

Ranger 4x4 automatic from AM Ford 
at a cost of $20,500 including PST. 

• Accounts payable of $132,365.61 
were approved for payment. 

Kaslo council, June 9: Letter of support for Kaslo Bay marina declined

submitted
On July 1, the Helping Hand 

Trust will be holding its 2nd Annual 
Canada Day 5-km run or walk in 
Kaslo.

Registration is at 8:30 am and 
the race starts at 9:00 at the Moyie 
on Front Street. 

Entry is by suggested donation 
of $5 per person or $10 per family, 
or by submitting pledge donations. 
Pledge forms are available at Kaslo’s 
Kootenay Savings Credit Union. 

There will be prizes for female 
and male categories, draw prizes, 
snacks and beverages. 

For more information, contact 

Helping Hand Trust 
holds Canada Day Run

Mauritz 250-353-7744 or Larry 
250-353-2166.

The run is a fundraiser for the 
Helping Hand Trust, which offers 
help to Kaslo area residents who 
are required to leave the area for 
medical treatment. If you know of 
someone in need, please contact 
Larry Badry, Dave Boland, Ian Einer, 
Mary Johnson, Jannemé Frouws, or 
Elizabeth Scarlett.
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by Jan McMurray
A handful of people showed up 

at a meeting and field trip on June 
6 to discuss the Kaslo and District 
Community Forest’s plans to do some 
logging along Buchanan Trail.

The area in question covers about 
40 hectares in total, and includes the 
first 1.5- or 2-km section of the trail, 
starting from the trailhead off Hwy 31A 
just outside of Kaslo.

Richard Marchand, the community 
forest manager in charge of the 
Buchanan Trail project, hopes to apply 
for the cutting permit in the next month 
or two, and to do the logging when the 

Kaslo Community Forest starts planning Buchanan Trail logging
markets improve, perhaps next year. 
He explained that the logging would 
be done mainly to address forest health 
and wildfire interface issues. 

The Douglas fir trees in the area 
have a root rot disease called armillaria. 
The disease will kill the trees over 
the next 15-20 years, so Marchand is 
proposing to harvest them while they 
still have economic value. He also 
plans to harvest the lodgepole pine 
trees, which have been attacked by 
pine beetle.

The 2008 community wildfire 
protection plan that was commissioned 
by the RDCK identifies the area 
around Kaslo as having a high to 
extreme wildfire hazard rating. Wildfire 
interface work in the area along 
Buchanan Trail would include creating 
two access roads into the area from the 
north, above the trail, that could then 
be used by fire crews in the event of a 
fire. It would also include logging for 
crown separation between trees. This 
means leaving about four metres in 
between the crowns of the trees, which 
discourages fire from spreading from 
treetop to treetop.

Marchand gave an overview of 
his plans with the aid of a map. In 
the extreme east and west ends of the 
area in question, Marchand proposes 
to remove about 60% of the trees, 
targeting the Douglas fir and lodgepole 
pine, and leaving the cedar. 

Moving in from the extreme 
outside areas of the map towards the 
centre, there is a high percentage of 
Douglas fir and lodgepole pine, so 
Marchand proposes to harvest 90% of 
these trees.

In the largest area in the middle, 
the mostly cedar/hemlock forest is 
quite healthy. He proposes to take 40% 
of the trees out in this area, including 
the big cedars. This is where most 
of the merchantable timber from the 
operation will come from. He says he 
will leave the small cedars to grow for 
future forest.

Sean Kubara questioned removing 
the Douglas fir with armillaria. She said 
that armillaria is a natural part of the 
forest’s cycle, so the trees should be 
left unless they are being thinned for 
wildfire protection. She pointed out that 
the disease kills the trees very slowly, 
and in the meantime, the trees provide 
moisture, sequester carbon, provide 
wildlife habitat, and contribute much 
more to a healthy forest than a clearcut 
does. She also suggested that a buffer 
of trees be left along the trail, in the 
interests of preserving the recreational 
value to hikers. 

Marchand said he felt that removing 
the Douglas fir would lessen the impact 
of the disease on future generations of 
trees. “It’s a matter of what we can live 
with,” he added.

KDCFS board member Steve 
Fawcett spoke in favour of taking out 
the diseased trees and replanting, so 
that there would be a forest to cut down 
in the future. 

Kubara pointed out that a healthy 
forest is the most resistant to wildfire, 
and a healthy forest is not generally 
what grows up after logging. “Wildfire 
interface has to be more important 
than timber extraction – do your tree 
farms away from the community. We 
want a healthy forest, and biodiversity 
preserved, close to the community,” 
she said.

Kubara also pointed out that 
most wildfires are started by human 
carelessness. She urged Marchand to 
consider putting up gates to the two 
access roads that would be built, to 
help keep people out of this hazardous 
wildfire area. 

Marchand said he was not in favour 
of gates keeping people out of public 
land. He said the ministry was not keen 
on gating roads either unless there 
was a good reason, such as protecting 
critical habitat for elk.

Kubara said that gates were 
becoming more and more acceptable 
because “community forests bring in 
values that are community related.” 
She said that wildfire hazard and 
protection of water were two other 
reasons for gates that were becoming 

more acceptable. 
It was also pointed out that gates 

would restrict only motorized access, 
not all public access.

As a result of discussion during 
the field trip, Marchand said he would 
do further research on a fungus he has 
heard about that stops the root disease, 
and could be applied on site. He will 
also look into ideal light conditions 
for the species of trees he wants to see 
grow up in this forest. This will help 
him determine whether to take out more 
trees to create more light, or to take out 
fewer trees for less light.

When Jane Lynch asked for another 
public meeting once Marchand had his 
detailed plans done, board member 
Tom Duchastel said that he felt getting 
public input now was sufficient. He 
said Marchand would take the public 
input into account and would submit 
the detailed plans to the board, which 
makes its decisions in public. “Richard 
might have to re-do everything how 
many times?” he asked.

After much discussion, it was 
decided that there would probably not 
be another public meeting. People can 
comment until the end of June, and 
the detailed plan will be posted on the 
website and will perhaps be available 
in an envelope on the bulletin board 
outside the KDCFS office. Comments 
are to be directed to osprey44@shaw.ca.

by Katrine Campbell
Long-term strategic planning is 

about to start for the Kaslo and District 
Community Forest Society. The KDCFS 
application for a $38,500 grant from 
the Columbia Basin Trust has been 
approved.

The grant, which will be paid out in 
three parts, is for a pilot project under 
CBT’s State of the Basin Initiative. The 
society is contributing $5,000 in cash 
and $9,600 in kind, for a total budget 
of $52,100.

 “We’re in the process of hiring 
a facilitator to run the project,” 
spokesperson Steve Anderson says. The 

Kaslo community forest to produce long-term plan
society is short-listing applicants, and 
hopes to have someone hired by the end 
of the month. The facilitator will work 
with volunteers to produce the plan.

Asked about  the society’s 
commitment to water protection, he 
noted that protection was in the plan.

“At the AGM we put a proposal 
before the members to address long-
term planning. They had a chance to 
suggest amendments and they did. The 
board was paying attention; we were 
careful to put water protection in there.”

The society’s licence requires it to 
cut 25,000 cubic metres per year, which 
has raised concerns about sustainability 

and marketability in today’s economy. 
However, Anderson says, the harvest 
amount can be averaged over five years. 

“This is one of the things that the 
long-term planning committee will be 
looking at,” he says. “Is it a sustainable 
cut? Should it be adjusted given our land 
base? We’re cognizant of our options 
and responsibilities.”

The government sets the AAC 
every five years, based on data about 
things such as tree growth and the age 
of stands. The data they are working 
with is “actually quite old” and new 
information should be ready next year. 
At that time, AACs may be reviewed. 

St. Mark’s Anglican Church in Kaslo also got a new roof this spring, thanks to the good 
workmanship of robert Schacher and his son, Alex, and Gerry Michaels from New Denver. 
The project was made possible with grant funding from the Anglican Foundation and Rufus 

Gibbs Trust. The project included the installation of R15 insulation before the new cedar 
shakes were placed, which should improve the energy efficiency of the building.

by Jan McMurray
Phase two of the exterior upgrades 

to St. Andrew’s United Church in Kaslo 
have been completed. A celebration to 
commemorate the completion of the 
upgrades will be held on August 9 at 10 
am. Upgrades included power washing 
of the building, scraping, priming and 
painting, following some carpentry 
repairs on the siding. The masonry 

St. Andrew’s United Church looking good
repairs are just being completed now.

“These upgrades were important 
to do at this time, before there was 
any further deterioration of the 
building,” commented church member, 
Mary Stickel. The project cost of 
approximately $18,650 was covered 
by funding from the Heritage Legacy 
Fund, the Columbia Basin Trust’s Major 
Capital Heritage program, the Columbia 
Basin Trust’s Community Initiatives 
program, the Community Fund of 
North Kootenay Lake, plus other local 

donations. “We are most grateful to our 
funders, as their assistance is what has 
made this project possible,” said Stickel.

Phase one, completed last year, was 
the re-roofing of the sanctuary by Robert 
Schacher of Kootenay Shakes.

“We can now look to other areas that 
need attention,” said Stickel, with the 
installation of a stair-lift to the hall and 
sanctuary as the next priority. “There 
are a number of events that people with 
mobility handicaps attend, and this 
would be a great asset to them,” she said.2009 Yamaha ATVs

Large selection from the Fearless 
350 Kodiak to the 
Awesome 700 
Grizzly!

All new for 2009

550 Grizzly
features power steering & fuel injection

Huge incentives! Call for details!

Located on Beautiful
Kootenay Lake

4080 Hwy 31, Ainsworth, BC
Phone: 353-2550 Fax: 353-2911
Toll Free: 1-877-55-Boats (552-6287)
www.jonesboysboats.com

Nobody beats a 
Jones Boys Deal!
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Get Outta Town

with 
Peter 

Roulston

NOW FATHER KNOWS BEST!
You’ve watched Dad ride that pathetic piece of crap bicycle that he 

found at that garage sale. He’s riding to save some gas, lose some weight, and 
to help with that “carbon footprint” business...

Help motivate Dad’s motivations by bringing that beater bike he suffers 
with to my shop for a proper tuneup and cleaning and chances are he’ll start 
to really groove on riding and even enjoy all the fun!

“What goes around comes around,” Dad said.

NEW DENVER  
250-358-2133

Fridays 10:00 am - 6:00 pm
Saturdays 10:00 am - 6:00 pm

The east shore of 
Kootenay Lake

In 1974, after some time in the 
Rockies around Banff, I finally arrived 
in BC and my most lasting early 
impression of this province was of 
the places along the east shore of 
Kootenay Lake, from Creston up to 
Riondel. Travelling along Hwy 3A in 
my ’69 Chev sorta-camper gave me 

some fantastic glimpses of the scenery 
and culture of that area, and in the past 
couple of years I’ve returned to that 
shoreline but now, I’m seeing it from 
the water.

The amazingly long days of May 
and June let you do a whole range of 
things in the course of a day if you have 
the stamina or the imagination. Even 
late starts hardly matter because the 
daylight hangs in so long…So I set out 
for Kaslo last Monday, not early, and 
after a café stop at The Silver Spoon 
I drove to Lost Ledge Provincial Park 
up the lake a little, where an excellent 
concrete boat launch makes boat 
departures real easy.

I’ve got a newer motor on an older 

boat that I’ve been modifying, which 
now has an old truck canopy grafted 
onto it as a hardtop and it’s cute as 
a button. The 10-horse, four-stroke 
outboard is a nice upgrade so now the 
boat purrs along slowly but very quietly. 
I covered about 42 miles in two long 
days on three gallons of gas.

Kootenay Lake is so huge and feels 
like some inland sea, or at least an arm 
of the ocean. The west side tends to have 
more rocky bluffs and fewer places to 
land until you get way down towards 
Boswell, but the east shore which rises 
into the Purcell mountain ranges is very 
different and has dozens of rock ridges 
that run out into the lake, often with 
choice little sandy pocket beaches in 

each one of them. Of course, the east 
side of the lake gets the late sun and 
sunset opportunities as well, so this is 
where you want to plan your anchorage 
or campsite for the night.

There’s more boat traffic on this lake 
and certainly more private properties 
along the shore than on Slocan, Arrow 
or Trout lakes, and indeed some of 
these perfect-seeming coves you swing 
into for a visit will have some pretty 
extravagant summer homes already 
there with docks, watercraft, mooring 
and so on. Fortunately, though, you 
can easily reach wonderful shoreside 
parks at Argenta, Johnson’s Landing, 
Campbell Bay, Garland Bay, Pebble 
Beach, Riondel, Powerline Beach, 

Pilot Point, Lockhart Beach and more. 
Although all these places have road 
access too, there’s something special 
about coming in off the open lake.

Passing under the powerlines 
that cross the lake near Ainsworth is 
noteworthy and having the Osprey 2000 
ferry pass before you as it surges into 
Kootenay Bay is yet another perspective 
you can only appreciate from out on the 
water. Distances over water still can 
be deceiving to me and I’m constantly 
referring to my maps and charts to figure 
out how far that landmark is and how 
long might the crossing be. The north 
arm of Kootenay Lake is remarkably 
straight and on a hot day binoculars 
are limited by the shimmering mirages 
which make boats seem to float on air 
and the shorelines appear as double 
images.

I’ve spent most of my free time in 
the last two years on or around water 
and this tour description is based on 
the premise of having a well-equipped 
powerboat, but for sure all these places 
can be kayaked to and are good for kayak 
or canoe launchings. On Kootenay 
Lake, I once met a tree planter who 
had finished his season and bought a 
Zodiac inflatable with a six-horse motor 
and was spending a month exploring. 
Also, I’ve seen folks out on two-week 
trips in huge sailboats, camping as 
they go with the winds and the mood. 
The lakes are really the centerpieces of 
these spectacular Kootenay valleys and, 
while most things take place on the land 
surrounding these lakes, being out in the 
middle of them is great too.

Peter Roulston owns the Bicycle 
Hospital in New Denver but sure isn’t 
riding his bikes as much these days…
250-358-2133

Adventures 
with Fat Albert

The last time I had a visit with 
Albert, he was getting on in years and 
seemed a bit creaky. I guess I shouldn’t 
call him Albert because everyone else 
calls him Fat Albert, which, once 
you get to know him, is much more 
appropriate. Now before you accuse 
me of being socially inattentive to the 
calorie challenged, let me make it clear 
that Fat Albert is a school bus. 

Not any school bus mind you. 
He is a 1952 GMC shorty bus – you 
know, one of those bulbous but short 
school buses you used to see around 
that held about 20 people. That’s pretty 
academic though as Fat Albert hasn’t 
contained his original seats for three 
decades or so. 

If you were to visit Fat Albert 
today, as I did yesterday, you would 
notice that the fine patina of rust and 
curling paint that he has worn for 
years is now slowly being replaced by 
bubbles of rust and green vegetation 
growing in inappropriate places. The 

with Jamie Barber

gas tank has lost its mounts and the 
back emergency door groans when 
you try to open it. The bean bag chair 
is still there and I even noticed Dick’s 
old bus-driving hat left there since the 
last trip some decade or so earlier. 

Oh yeah! – I forgot to mention 
Dick. Fat Albert is Dick Callison’s bus. 
He’s owned it for 35 years or so and it 
is as intimately connected to his life, as 
is his partner Barb. Although Fat Albert 
now resides ingloriously in the line-up 
in front of Dick’s shop, this hasn’t 
always been its provenance. 

Fat Albert and Dick met when Dick 
was teaching school in Oregon which 
is down in the US of A somewhere. 
Dick needed something to jazz up his 
life a bit and Fat Albert fit the role. It’s 
not like Dick spruced the bus up at all. 
In fact you can still see the old sign  
‘Maybell District’ on the side. Albert 
still wears his original paint somewhere 
under all that rust, even though it’s 
more than 55 years old. 

Back then, things were a bit looser 
in the teaching biz and Barb and Dick 
decided it would be a great idea to 
load a bunch of kids up and tour across 
the continent. Their final destination 
was Quebec’s Gaspé Peninsula in the 
Maritimes, but things didn’t look too 
promising when Fat Albert sheared a 
drive shaft carrier bearing 40 miles out 

of Portland. 
This was simply an indication of 

what was to come, but Dick is a pretty 
good mechanic and Barb and the kids 
all felt it was a great adventure, so they 
carried on with unplanned stops in all 
kinds of places while Dick fixed and 
patched things together the best he 
could. Believe it or not, they made it in 
great order and then turned around and 
carried on back west via the country to 
the south.

Dick recalls that the doorman 
at the Waldorf Astoria in New York 
wasn’t too pleased when they parked 
old Albert in front of the hotel while 
they all popped out to use the toilet. 
They missed getting shot up in the 
Midwest when all the students had to 
crash to the floor after a drunken truck 
driver pulled a gun on them, but were 
waylaid somewhere in the boondocks 
while a new crankshaft was bused in to 
replace the one that broke while they 
were trying to outrun the crazy gun-
toting trucker. 

Seven weeks later they returned to 
Portland and so began Fat Albert’s life 
of unconventional adventure. 

Now I didn’t know Dick and Barb 
in those days – I didn’t meet them until 
1981 when Marian and I rented their 
small house. Dick and I instantly hit it 
off when I showed up from Manitoba 

in my 1952 Chevy truck pulling my 
1930 Model A Ford along on a tow 
bar. We were young teachers and had 
just landed a job here in New Denver 
and Slocan. 

It didn’t take long to get introduced 
to Fat Albert either. There used to be 
great trips down to Spokane to watch 
the horse races. Dick was the only 
one that couldn’t partake in the party, 
as he had to drive, but he always got 
even when we had to push Fat Albert 
to get him cranked up in the morning. 
Those were Albert’s best years and I 
guess Dick and Albert are getting old 
together now. It seemed a bit of a shame 
to see him sitting in the line-up when he 
should be put back in circulation for a 
few more trips back on the open road. 
If you see Dick on the street in the next 
little while, maybe you could put a bug 
in his ear by asking him when the next 
Fat Albert tour is coming off. 

Maybe we could all get together 
for one last adventure. 

Abattoir update 
– mobile 
abattoirs may 
be the answer
by Kate Guthrie

This column is hosted by the Slocan 
River Farmers’ Society. The group’s 
mission is “to support and expand 
an ecological, thriving and valuable 
farming community in the Slocan River 
valley.” For more information, contact 
Dustin Demontigny at 226-7139.

Since the new Meat Inspection 
Regulation (MIR) came into effect in 
2007, many area farmers and consumers 
have been hard-pressed to come up with 
a solution for local meat production. 
The MIR, a response to concern about 
food borne illness, requires all meat 
animals that are destined to be sold for 
human consumption to be inspected 
and slaughtered at a licensed abattoir. 
Suddenly, raising and killing one’s 
livestock for resale got a lot more 
complicated. 

Last year, the Slocan Valley Abattoir 
Co-operative proposed building a small, 
permanent slaughterhouse just outside 
Slocan City. Residents were concerned, 
among other things, about the impact a 
slaughterhouse would have on the local 
water supply. Winlaw resident and co-
op member Kenyon McGee said the 

co-operative intended to run the facility 
in an environmentally sound way “but 
it was a NIMBY thing, so we gave up.” 

“Not In My Back Yard,” or NIMBY, 
can be a challenging phenomenon when 
the realities of local meat production 
come to the fore. Tom Tarzwell, 
proprietor of Tarzwell Farms near 
Creston, opened a licensed abattoir last 
November despite the “unbelievable” 
government rules and the resistance 
of his neighbours. While the family 
business is going strong, Tarzwell says 
relations with his neighbors are strained. 
“That’s the hardest part,” he said, “but 
their fears have not been validated.”

Dave Anderson, at Slocan Park’s 
Legendary Meats, continues to run a 
successful meat production and retail 
business despite the new regulations. 
When the MIR came into effect, he 
scaled down. “It was diversify or get out 
of the business,” he said. His cattle are 
currently processed in Chilliwack and 
he buys bison and additional beef from 
Tarzwell Farms for retail.

Anderson is also researching a 
mobile red meat abattoir. The abattoir 
would come through the area about 
once a month and process beef, pork 
and lamb. “Before, I was able to kill 
and cut your beef for you and you 
could sell it,” Anderson said. “Under the 
new regulations, I can’t do that. But a 
mobile abattoir would solve that issue.” 

Anderson is working with government 
officials and other ranchers to establish 
the operation. 

Because it is designed for transport, 
the mobile abattoir can serve multiple 
rural communities. Gerald Brinders 
hopes to bring his mobile poultry 
abattoir from Cranbrook to Silverton, 
Salmo and Creston this summer. Mobile 
abattoirs may offer a compromise 
between residents who want to source 
meat locally and those concerned 
about the impact of a slaughterhouse 
on the area. 

Finally, Dave Bilinski and Karen 
Espersen, owners of Universal Ostrich, 
have applied to build a stationary abattoir 
in Edgewood, in the Inonoaklin Valley. 
The plant, Omega Meats, would process 
ostrich, beef, game and fish in a manner 
that is “as stress-free as possible for 
animals going into the plant,” Bilinski 
said. They hope to serve a 100-mile 
radius, he said, and to generate local 
employment and a sustainable future for 
farmers.  Their business proposal is in 
the final stages of design and feasability 
planning. It includes an innovative in-
house waste management plan. All waste 
would be turned into maggots, which 
would be fed to fish on the property. 
The fish water would then be used as 
nutrient-dense irrigation. Interested 
farmers and ranchers are encouraged to 
contact Omega Meats at 250-269-7447.
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Fern’s
Now delivering to New Denver 

& Silverton on Saturdays!
Call me and we can arrange anything!
KASLO: Phone/Fax: 1-250-353-7474

WEST KOOTENAY
MACHINE SHOP

915 Front Street
Nelson, BC V1L 4C1
(Railway Side Access)

General Machining
Parts Repaired or 

Remanufactured

Shop Phone/Fax
250-352-2123

Dave Smith     Owner/Machinist

Slocan Auto &
Truck Repairs

24 hour towing 
BCAA, Slocan, BC  

355-2632

111 Mcdonald Drive, Nelson, BC
ph 250-352-3191

sales@mainjet.ca • www.mainjet.ca

NAKUSP GLASS
201 Broadway

265-3252
The clear choice for 
all your glass needs!

SALES & SERVICE
98 - 1st Street, Nakusp • 265-4911

OPEN 6 DAYS A WEEK
CHAINSAWS
• Stihl
• Husqvarna
MOWERS
• Snapper
• Toro
• Lawnboy

TRIMMERS
• Homelite
• Stihl • Toro
• Husqvarna
SMALL ENGINES
• Tecumseh
• Briggs & Stratton

AUTOMOTIVE • SMALL MOTORS • MACHINE SHOP
Caribou Service
(250) 265-3191

5549 Frontage Road
Burton, BC

24 Hr Towing and Recovery
Auto Repairs & Tires

Auto Parts

FLoriST

24 HOuR TOWING
1007 HWY 23, NAKuSP

PH: 265-4577

• welding repairs • full service 
& repair • licenced technician • 

radiator repairs & service • mobile 
service available • fast, friendly 

and

INDUSTRIES
Your Friendly neighbourhood Mechanic

•Automotive Electrical Specialist  •BC Certified Mechanic
• Certified Vehicle Inspector  •Small Engine Certified

(250) 353-2800 • 8845 Hwy 31 • Kaslo

MOUNTAIN VALLEY STATION
BOTTLE DEPOT

Slocan City • 355-2245
Open MON - SAT  9-5

Your “Bottle Drive” Specialists

CLEANiNG

rECYCLiNG
Mark Adams

Certified General Accountant
P.O. Box 279
New Denver, BC 
V0G 1S0

BuS. 250-358-2411

ACCouNTANT
Beside Slocan Park Service

2976 Highway 6, Slocan ParkJEWELrY
Jo’s Jewelry

Custom work and repair in 
silver and Gold, by appointment

358-2134
new denver, Goldsmith Jo-anne barClay

Nakusp   265-4406

BCAA Towing

CoMPuTEr

ken@palmercomputerservices.com

Palmer 
Computer 
Services

- Repairs 
- Upgrades 

- Consulting
Microsoft Certified 
Systems EngineerPhone: 355-2235

Advertise in the Valley Voice
Your locally owned, independent 

community newspaper

This space could be yours for 
$10.00 + GST per issue.
Call 358-7218 or email: 

valleyvoice@netidea.com
for details
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CLASSIFIED ADS
ANNIVERSARY 

ANNOuNCEMENT

The family of THERESA & WAYNE 
GEROW are proud to announce the 50th 
wedding anniversary of their loving parents, 
on June 20, 2009. In celebration, we 
invite friends, neighbours and community 
members to gather on July 3, 2009 from 
1pm to 4pm at the Silverton Gallery. Please 
join us for this happy event, and let your 
attendance be your gift!
And now these three remain: faith, hope 
and love. But the greatest of these is love. 
(1 Corinthians 13:13)

AuTOMOTIVE
H A V E  Y O U  U N - M E T 
TRANSPORTATION NEEDS? Kaslo 
Branch, Nelson Carshare Co-op is your 
answer. Free gas, insurance, repairs & 
vehicle replacement. Info 250-509-2002 
or www.nelsoncar.com. 

BuSINESS OPPORTuNITIES
WANT TO START YOUR OWN 
BUSINESS?  Community Futures 
offers business counselling and start-up 
information. Appointments available in 
Nakusp and New Denver. Contact Farhana 
Dumont at 265-3674, ext. 205 or email 
nakusp@futures.bc.ca. 
WE ARE A EUROPEAN FAMILY 
looking for a long-term investment 

opportunity in a West Kootenay business, 
preferably distilling local fruit (eau de vie) 
or raw milk cheesemaking. We can offer 
significant funding, business expertise 
and access to markets in exchange for 
business partnership. Serious inquiries only: 
kootenay@hispeed.ch

CALL FOR ENTRY
THE ALFA GUILD GALLERY is putting 
out a call for entries for their Local Focus 
show. Area artists are encouraged to submit 
up to 3 pieces of new work, ready to hang. 
You may drop off your work on Mon. 
July 13 between 9 am and 12 noon at 311 
Broadway, Nakusp (the Selkirk College 
building). At this time we will also be 
accepting works for the Silent Miniature 
Art Auction.

CARD OF THANKS
THANK YOU TO ALL who donated and 
worked so hard to make the Candice and 
Dean benefit happen. A special thanks to 
Reitmeier Logging and Bob Steenhoff, who 
have just delivered our logging truck load of 
firewood we won on the raffle. We are very 
pleased with our wood. The fundraiser was 
a great community effort.

Sincerely, Herman and Gail
ON BEHALF OF SHEILA, her daughters 
Jackie, Maggie, and Jackie’s husband, Joe, 
we wish to thank all who came to the rescue 
during the recent tree falling on Sheila’s 
property. We thank you and acknowledge 
all the kind thoughts, the calls, flowers and 
cards. Kaslo is a special community and this 
event proves it to be so.

Joe Divitt, Kaslo
TERI & BOB (KNOBBO) JARRETT 
say THANK YOU, THANK YOU, 
THANK YOU!!! Special thanks to the 
great group of girlfriends that headed up 
and organized the fundraiser for us – you 
did a great job!! Many thanks to all who 
worked the fundraiser – setting up, cooking, 
serving, selling tickets, doing hair, etc. 
Thanks to the Passmore Hall Association 
for donating the hall, Craig Lawrence, the 
Rec Guy, for doing all the little extras that 
he knows needs doing, Mermaid Gallery 
for the raffle donations, the Great Canadian 
Super Store for the food contribution and 

supplies donation, NBC for their support, 
and Reese and her band for the musical 
entertainment. Sincere thanks to the 
many, many businesses and individuals 
that donated to the silent auction – it was 
outstanding!! And a very heartfelt thank 
you to all the friends, neighbours and our 
family that came to and supported the 
fundraiser, as well as to those who gave cash 
donations. It was such a success because 
of all of you. A great bonus to the day was 
the impromptu shaving of John Gilchrist, 
Mitch Yannakopoulos and Mike Curry by 
local hairdresser Kele’e Curry of Eclectic 
Styles. You guys are so great!!

We are very blessed to live in such a 
great and caring community. We cannot 
express our thanks and gratitude enough. 
Give us a call and come by to visit soon.

COMING EVENTS
NEW DENVER FRIDAY MARKET 
happens every Friday, June through 
September, 10 am to 2 pm. Locally grown 
produce, flowers and herbs with a unique 
selection of Kootenay artisans wares. Info: 
250-358-7733.
WINLAW FARMERS’ MARKET, 
Sundays 10 – 2. Opens May 31. Vendors 
wanted, call Kim 226-7862 or Sam 226-
6942.
NAKUSP KICKS OFF Celebrate Canada 
on Sunday, June 21st with the 1st Annual 
National Aboriginal Day. Then the Soapbox 
Derby takes place on Sunday, June 28th, 
followed by the jam-packed Canada Day 
celebrations on Wednesday, July 1st. Come 
and celebrate with us! Entries for Soapbox 
Derby and Canada Day Parade welcome. 
For event details and contact names, please 
call Beth at 265-0024, email cpc@nakusp.
com or check the Main Events calendar at 
www.nakusparrowlakes.com.
ALFA GUILD GALLERY, in partnership 
with Selkirk College, presents the second 
Exhibition of 2009 Season - Lee Orr’s 
‘Naturally Unnatural’ (Photography). June 
24 - July 12. Opening Reception Friday, 
June 26th 6 - 8 pm. MEMBER ROOM - 
ongoing exhibition. Gallery Hours 12-4 
Wed – Sun. 311 Broadway, Nakusp (Selkirk 
College building).

THURSDAY NIGHTS ARE JAM 
NIGHTS at The Cup and Saucer Cafe, 
Silverton. We invite young and old to join 
us for music and fun every week from now 
on until the sun goes away again for the 
season. Bring instruments, singing, voices, 
board games, cards, whatever you fancy! 
See you there. All for fun and fun for all.
COFFEE HOUSE at Silverton Gallery, 
sponsored by Destination Silverton, June 
20 Happy Solstice, Happy Father’s Day. 
Musicians wanting to play, please contact 
Leah at 358-7704, or email mainline@
redmtn.ca.
‘IN HERE, OUT THERE: Thinking about 
Canada from the Slocan Valley’ by Cole 
Harris is the first in this season’s Food for 
Thought Series at the Silverton Gallery on 
Wednesday, June 24th at 7 pm. Sponsored 
by the Hidden Garden Gallery and the 
Silverton Gallery. Free.
THE SINIXT: Recovering from Extinction 
author Cliff Woffenden will read at the 
Nakusp Public Library on Friday, June 
19th at 7 pm. Free. Refreshments. Everyone 
welcome.
SLOCAN LAKE DANCE CAMP IS ON! 
July 24 - 27 in New Denver, Four days of 
social ballroom/Latin dance workshops to 
choose from & dance every night! Visit 
www.dancingbeat.org for schedule details 
or 358-2448.
NEW DENVER STREET FAIR, ninth 
annual, Sunday July 26, 8 am – 3 pm, Main 
St., New Denver. For space rental contact 
Joan 250-352-3788.
SILVERTON GALLERY (Slocan Lake 
Gallery Society) is holding it AGM on 
Tuesday, 21 July. All welcome. Enquiries: 
358-7269.

FOR RENT
AVAILABLE IMMEDIATELY, Nice 
15 x 20 office or gallery located next to 
the Silverton Building Supplies. $250.00/
Month + small utility. Call 250-358-2293.
HOUSE FOR RENT in Orchard, New 
Denver - $550/month. Landlord will be 
at the house on Wednesday and Thursday, 
June 17 & 18. Otherwise, call 1-403-762-
8353 or 1-403-763-0925.

NEW DENVER, 811 Kildare Street. 8 
bed, 2 bath. Centrally located near lake and 
school. Available immediately. $850/month 
+ util. References required. 250-358-7924.

FOR SALE
MOUNTAIN CORAL PRODUCTS are 
available again in New Denver. Selling skin 
care bars and powdered Mountain Coral. 
Call 250-358-7171.
8’ FRONTIER CAMPER. 3 way fridge, 
stove, furnace, hydraulic jacks. Clean, no 
leaks. $1500 obo. 269-7462.
CLOTHES DRYER for sale, $75 obo. 
Works well. 27” wide, 25” deep, 36” high. 
358-2666. 
CANOPY for a 1997 F-150 short box truck 
- $100. 1986 CORSAIR SUPREME 24’ 5th 
wheel trailer - $4500 OBO.
MYERS SNOW PLOW, Hydraulic 
angling, auto touch, connects/disconnects 
in seconds. 14.5-foot aluminum boat and 
trailer “Springbock”. (No motor). Outboard. 
Short shaft oar. 250-265-4207.

FOuND
iPOD found on south dyke of Carpenter 
Creek. Call 358-2119 between 8 am and 8 
pm to identify. No calls on Sundays!

GARAGE SALE
GARAGE SALE – June 20, 9 am - 2 pm 
at 418 Alpha Street, Silverton. Furniture, 
Sklar couch and matching chaise lounge, 
homemade quilts and much, much more!

GARDENING
ELDERBEE GREENS JUNE SALE – 
annual stock 25% reduced, starting June 6. 
Open 9-5 daily, 250-355-2459.

HEALTH
YOGA AT THE DOMES - Starting June 
6th yoga will resume on Saturday mornings 
9:00 - 10:30. Everyone is welcome to this 
Flow class - easy postures inviting the body 
to open up and release its energy. Otherwise 
Yoga remains the same - Monday morning 
Flow 9-10:30 and Thursday afternoon 
Restorative 3:30 - 5:00. Open to all levels 
all the time. Look forward to seeing you 
there!  Madeleine (2475).
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hEALTh
Hand & Soul Healing Centre

Chiropractor, Larry Zaleski, D.C.
Mondays & Fridays - Silverton

Every other Wednesday in Winlaw or Nakusp
Counsellor/Healing Facilitator

Sue Mistretta, M.A., CCC.
358-2177 Silverton & Winlaw

 Passmore
 Laboratory Ltd.
Water Testing • Flow Measurements
CAEAL certified to test drinking water
We’re in the Valley at: 1-250-226-7339
Jennifer & Tony Yeow passlab@xplornet.com

rESTAurANT/WiNE & BEEr

Ann’s Natural Foods
Ann Bunka

- 358-2552 -
805 Kildare St., New Denver

• Zack Graphics & Inks •
Printer Sales ~ Discount Inkjet Cartridges
Photo Papers ~ Guaranteed Inkjet refills

eBay Marketing ~ Digitial Design

250-358-2111 • izack@telus.net
612 Josephine St. • Box 292 • New Denver, BC V0G 1S0

Beside Slocan Park Service
2976 Highway 6, Slocan Park

Wine & Beer Making Kits 
to satisfy all budgets!

Winlaw Brew-Op

5972 Cedar Creek Road, Winlaw • 226-7328

Take-Home Kits, or Brew it with us!
Open 11:00 to 6:00 Tues. to Sat.

    SuMMER HOuRS
      7 AM - 10 PM

QUALITY PIZZA anytime!
265-4880
Air Conditioned

93-5th Ave. Nakusp
Non-Smoking

laceNick’s

P
Seven Days a Week!

Open Tuesday - Sunday
9 am - 4 pm

Main St. New Denver 358-2381

Specialty Coffees, Teas, 
U-Brews and Kits for Home
                    • Open Every DayNAKuSP  265-4701

Slocan Village Market
Groceries, fresh produce, fresh meat, 

Agency Liquor, organic foods, 
in-store deli, in-store bakery.

Open 7 days/week, 9 am - 8 pm
Slocan, BC • ph:355-2211 • fax: 355-2216

Lemon Creek 
Lodge & Campground

Year-round facility
Licensed Restaurant

Open Tues - Sun
5 PM - 8 PM

1-877-970-8090 tfn

www.jonesboysboats.com
Ainsworth, British Columbia

4080 hwy 31 N
Call: 1-877-552-6287

(250) 353-2550 Fax (250) 353-2911

HARBERCRAFT

LESTER KOENEMAN
Phone 265-3128 or

24-hour Fax 265-4808
Broadway St. Nakusp

Ph: 359-7111  Fax: 359-7587
www.playmorpower.com

Playmor Junction Hwy 6 & 3A
1043 Playmor

ENGINEERED WITH YOU IN MIND

PAuLA CONRAD
HOME: (250) 358-2707

Selkirk realTy
265-3635

Free Consultation

E-mail: paulaconrad@royallepage.ca
Website: www.royallepage.ca/selkirkrealty

HuB INTERNATIONAL 
BARTON 

INSuRANCE 
BROKERS

For all your 
INSuRANCE 

needs
265-3631

1-800-665-6010

NEW DENVER  
358-2443 358-7292

Your Local Grocer

SILVERTON

The Apple Tree 
Sandwich Shop

Soup, Sandwiches & Desserts
358-2691

Mon. - Fri. 7 A.M. - 4 P.M.
Sat. 11 A.M. - 4 P.M.

 GROCERY • HEALTH FOOD

rECrEATioN

ProFESSioNAL SErViCES

rEAL ESTATE

Advertise in the Valley Voice. It pays!!!
Call 358-7218 for details • email: valleyvoice@netidea.com

BUSINESS DIRECTORY
Colour/B&W Laser Printing/Copying • Digital Photography

Word processing • Scanning • Faxing • Binding • Laminating
CUSTOM CARDS • BROCHURES • CALENDARS • NEWSLETTERS

The best selection of photo cards of local views anywhere
1007 Josephine St. (Box 298), New Denver

Ph. 358-2435     essay@direct.ca     Fax 358-2607

Tammy Peitzsche
“Your Valley Realtor”
   - Competence
   - Integrity
   - Results
Free Market Evaluation
isoldit@shaw.ca
250 365-9640

¶

• Health Products, healing sessions
• New Age cards & books
• Sensual products

320 BROADWAY ST. NAKuSP  265-3188

Health Centre

¶¶ ¶¶¶

Re-Awakening

Kootenay Restorative 
Justice 

working toward 
restoring balance 

and healthy communication in 
our communities

krjustice@wegcss.org

Bosun Hall 
For all occasions with 
rates to suit your needs. 
Rentals of tables, chairs, 
dishes. Bev 358-7771 or 
carolbellbc@yahoo.ca

MASSAGE THERAPIES
Myofascial, Swedish, Lymphatic, Joint Play, Craniosacral, 

Visceral, Somatoemotion, Chakras, Nutrition etc.
MTA rates (Low income consideration)

also MSP, WCB, ICBC & care plans
Garth R. Hunter, R.M.T.

Slocan Health Clinic - Thursdays
250-358-2364 • Mobile & Office

Susan L. Yurychuk • 250-358-6804
By Appointment Only • New Denver

myofascial release • deep tissue massage • relaxation massage

MASSAGE

Stone Massage • Deep Tissue  
Salt Glows • Mud Wraps & More

CLASSIFIED ADS

Business Classified Ads start at $10.00

Call 358-7218 for details

HEALTH
FULL SPECTRUM BODY WORK 
offers deep tissue and stress reduction 
treatments in the privacy of your own 
home. For additional info and to book 
appointments please call 358-6808.

HELP WANTED
PRISTINE DAY SPA in New Denver is 
looking for a self motivated summer spa 
staff. Must be able to work weekends and 
evenings. Certification by a provincial 
or territorial association for massage 
therapists preferred. Remuneration Based 
on Commission Only. Email resume to 
susanlyurychuk@gmail.com.
SANDON MUSEUM will have a position 
for a student starting in June. 30 hours 
per week, mostly dealing with public 
and introducing the museum in Sandon. 
Resumes to Sandon Historical Society, Box 
52, New Denver BC V0G 1S0.
THE SILVERY SLOCAN HISTORICAL 
SOCIETY is now accepting applications 
for a Museum Attendant for summer 2009. 
Eligible applicants must be registered 
full-time students during the proceeding 
academic year and intending to return to 
full-time studies this fall, and without a 
full-time summer job (ie: over 30 hours 
per week). Position subject to pending 
approval from Service Canada. $9/hour, 
30 hours per week. Start on or about 
June 21. Send resumes to Silvery Slocan 
Historical Society, Box 301, New Denver, 
BC V0G 1S0.
THE SILVERTON HISTORICAL 
SOCIETY is looking for a summer 

student for the months of July and August. 
This position is funded through Service 
Canada and is open to students currently 
attending or planning to return to school 
or university in September. Duties include 
welcoming visitors to the Interpretive 
Centre and Museum; explaining and 
interpreting historical artifacts and displays, 
maintenance of museum displays; cash 
collections of donations to the Centre and 
gardening duties. 

The successful candidate will possess 
strongly developed office skills, ability 
to work independently, knowledge of the 
history of the area and a desire assist visitors 
to the Centre.

Hours of work are Wednesday through 
Saturday, 9AM to 4PM, commencing July 
1st and ending August 30th. Rate of pay is 
$10 per hour. 

Interested candidates are invited to 
send a resume and references to: Box 17A, 
Silverton Historical Society, Box 17A, 
VOG 2B0.

LIVESTOCK
KOOTENAY MOBILE POULTRY 
ABATTOIR - We slaughter chickens 
and turkeys. Food safety inspected and 
bagged. For the East/West Kootenays, 
turkeys not to be over 20 lbs. Employment 
offered. Call for slaughter schedule and 
employment. Please let us know ASAP if 
you’re interested in our services! Gerry, 
250-489-5798.

LOST
LOST: Small RV access-door. Hwy 6 
or Martens Rd. Cream/brown Colour. 
mmtnsong@telus.net or 250-354-1412.
REWARD: For return of power supply 
cord/AC converter for Canon digital video 
camera. Lost in Silverton/New Denver 
around May 8. Call 250-358-7198 or 250-
358-7232.

NOTICES
FOR INFORMATION ON AA OR 
ALANON MEETINGS contact Therese 
358-7904; John 265-4924; Tonio 358-7158; 
Dave 353-2658; Joan 355-2805; Dan 359-
7817; Bill 226-7705.
CONNECTIONS SUPPORT GROUP 
- Do you feel depressed, anxious, have 
seasonal affected spectrum disorder and feel 
isolated? Would you like to socialize and 
share support and solutions with others who 
understand your situation in a confidential 
environment? A weekly facilitated member 
directed group is forming at the end of June, 
based on sharing activities, social outings, 
resources and support. Free. To register 
please e-mail connections@nklcss.org or 
call Jenny at 250-353-7691 confidential 
extension 302 and leave a number for 
call back.

PETS
FROG PEAK PET RESORT – brand 
new facility – five indoor/outdoor 
kennels. 2-acre, fenced adventure 
park. On leash excursions. Owner 
experienced vet assistant. 250-226-7660. 
frogpeakpetresort@columbiawireless.
ca www.frogpeakpetresort.com.

MUST SELL: Anatolian-Akbash pups, 
ready to go. Keep predators away – great 
family dogs. Phone 250-269-7379, 6 
pm-8 pm.

SLOCAN VALLEY RECREATION
JUNIOR’S GOLF LESSONS - July 2nd 
& 3rd at Valley View Golf Club.
YOUTH KAYAKING WEEK - July 6th 
to 10th, 9 to noon. Based out of Endless 
Adventures.
WOMENS KAYAKING WEEK - July 
6th to 10th, 1:00 to 4:00 p.m. Based out 
of Endless Adventures.
THEATRE ARTS SUMMER WEEKS - 
With Saffire Jones & Norma Kilpatrick. 
South Valley - July 6th to 10th. North 
Valley - July 13th to 17th. 
SKATE CAMP AT TENACITY - With 
Josh Evin, Black Russian. July 20th to 
24th at Slocan Skate Park.
CLAYWORKS FOR KIDS - With Lance 
Hall. July 7th & 8th. Stillpoint Pottery, 
Slocan Park. 
ECO ADVENTURE DAY CAMP - July 
20 to 24 or July 27 to 31. Based out of 
Crescent Valley.
SLOCAN LAKE SWIM PROGRAM 
- July 27th to August 7th. Village of 
Slocan Beach. 
WEAVE A RUSH SUMMER HAT - 
Sun. July 12th, Threads Guild Building, 
Perrys Siding.

226-0008

RENTAL WANTED
MAN SEEKS SUMMER RENTAL until 
late September. Small is OK. jamesrcurrie@
yahoo.com. Messages: 1-866-951-9214 
Box 20985.
HOUSE TO RENT wanted from August 
2009 in New Denver area. Professional 
couple with dog needs unfurnished home. 
Call Natasha or Tim 250-949-6105.

SERVICES
RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL 
SEPTIC TANK CLEANING: “Serving 
the Valley” 7 days/wk, 24-hr. All-Around 
Septic Services, Don Brown (250) 354-
3644, emergency 352-5676.
ROGAN ELECTRIC Residential, 
commercial, industrial wiring. Local 
references available. All work guaranteed. 
“We get the job done.” 353-9638.

Next Valley Voice 
Deadline:

June 26,
 2009
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• Spring Cleaning • Home Detailing 
• House Prepping • Painting

Call now for your free consultation!
265-0241

Window 
Washing 
Gutter 

Cleaning 

HALL LUMBER 
& BUILDING SUPPLIES

Open Mon, Tues, Wed, Fri & Sat 
10 am to 5 pm

PHONE 250-269-0043
Find us at 280 Lower Inonoaklin Rd. 

Edgewood, BC

COLES RENTALS
HEATERS (PROPANE & ELECTRIC)

PLATE TAMPERS, JUMPING JACKS, REBAR 
BENDER JACKHAMMERS, HAMMER DRILLS, 

CONCRETE MIXERS, CONCRETE SAWS, 
TILECUTTERS, BLOCKCUTTERS, SCAFFOLDING, 

FLOOR SANDERS, NAILERS - ALL TYPES, 
LM ROTARY LAZER TRANSIT, GENERATORS, 
WATER PUMPS, COMPRESSORS, INSULATED 
TARPS, PRESSURE WASHERS, ROTO TILLER, 

PROPERTY PIN LOCATOR, CHIPPER/SHREDDER, 
GAS POST HOLE DIGGER, WOODSPLITTER 

...AND MUCH MORE!
PHONE 358-2632
1-888-358-2632

FOR ALL YOUR 
PROPANE NEEDS

359-7373
1-800-471-5630

Your local bulk dealer & service centre

• Registered Septic System 
designer and installer •
• Ready Mix Concrete • 

• Lock Blocks • Drain Rock • 
• Road Crush • Sand & Gravel • 

• Dump Trucks • Excavator • 
• Crusher • Coloured Concrete • 

• Site Preparation •
Box 1001, Nakusp, BC, V0G 1R0
Ph. 265-4615 • vieirac@telus.net

Installation and maintenance 

call Jim Berrill
(250) 359-5922

JEMS Propane Ltd.

ICF Building Products
“We provide Star Service”    

1-888-289-4731

EQuiPMENT rENTAL

Tradesman Electric
commercial • residential 

new construction • renovations
Reliable friendly service

Free Estimates Call Steve 226-7163

CONSTRUCTION • HOME • GARDEN 

YOUR VALLEY COMFORT AND BLAZE KING DEALER 
SPECIALIZING IN WOOD/ELECTRIC, WOOD/OIL AND 

WOOD/GAS COMBINATION FURNACES
Certified • Insured

COMPLETE SALES 
SERVICE AND 
INSTALLATION

Slocan City, BC • (250) 355-0088
website: www.kootenayfurnace.com

email: kfurnace@netidea.com

P&L Flooring Sales
265-9955

Locally owned & operated in Burton 
Serving the Arrow & Slocan Lakes areas

Hundreds of styles to 
choose from!!

BUSINESS DIRECTORY

Legendary Meats 
Bulk - Beef, Pork, Buffalo 

and Sausage Sales
Custom Cutting & Sausage Making, 

Curing & Smoking of Bacons & Hams
Spring & Summer Hours: 
Open Wed., Thurs. & Fri. 

9 am till 5 pm
Phone: 226-7803

2826 Hwy 6 • Slocan Park

MEAT CuTTiNG
Crescent Bay 

Construction Ltd.
Eric Waterfield — Construction

Nakusp, BC • Ph. 250 265-3747 • Fx. 250 265-3431 
• Email cresbay@telus.net

KF PowerVac
Duct Cleaning & Duct Sanitizing

Local: 355-2485 • Toll-free: 1-888-652-0088
email: carrie@netidea.com

Peter’s New & Used Windows & More
Sales & Installations

• Energy Efficient Vinyl & Wood Windows •
• Residential Installations & Renovations/Upgrades •

• Wooden & Metal Doors •
Peter Demoskoff • Cell: 250-608-0505

Tel: 250-399-4836 • Fax: 250-399-4831

BAKErY
Sappho’s Bakery
Rear, 309 Kildare St. New Denver
Thurs – Sat, 10 am – 2 pm, 5 – 8 pm
Pizza,  Fresh Bread Daily
358-2119

Certified Organic Bedding Plants
Selected Perennials
9:00 - 5:00 Daily, 

april through June

Perry Siding  •  355-2459
7231 Avis Rd.

Oso Renewable Energy
Empowering you to harvest green, free, locally sourced energy!
Solar Hot Water, Solar Electric, Microhydro 

Back-up power - Design and Installation
A capital Investment with reliable returns

Oh so durable tools for a secure energy  future

Kip Drobish  (250) 358-2660 
www.OsoSolar.com

CONSTRUCTION
FOUNDATIONS • FRAMING
ROOFING • RENOVATIONS

Experienced Professionals
H. & L. MANCIA CONSTUCTION • PO BOX 97 • 

NAKUSP, BC • V0G 1R0 • PHONE: 250-265-4525

This space could be yours for 
$10.00 + GST per issue.
Call 358-7218 or email: 

valleyvoice@netidea.com
for details

Willow Home Gallery
Kitchen • Bed • Bath • Walls

with Kootenay Artisans

Beautiful. Practical. Affordable.
429 Front Street, Kaslo 250-353-2257

J.C. Roofing Company
For all your roofing needs

Serving the Arrow and Slocan Lakes
16 years of professional installations

WCB • All work fully guaranteed
We also install Soffit and Vinyl Siding

For your free estimate, Call 
Curtis Roe at 250-265-9087

COMMUNITY

Come on out and see Camp 
Koolaree! Former campers, new 
campers, families and curious 
members of the general public - 
all are welcome. There will be an 
open house on June 20 from 10 am 

Camp Koolaree holds open house, June 20
to 4 pm with free hot dogs, snacks, 
campfire songs, swimming, a 
camp tour and much more. Camp 
volunteers will take visitors by 
boat from Government Wharf 
(McDonalds Landing) Hwy 3A 

and Lower 6 Mile Road, 10.1 km 
from the Nelson Bridge.

C a m p  K o o l a r e e ,  i s  a n 
incredible 137-acre wilderness 
United Church camp on Kootenay 
Lake - rustic and in the woods! 

Campers from Nakusp to Trail 
to Nelson and beyond have been 
enjoying camp programs since 
1931. Its beaches, dock, trails, 
mountains behind and lake in 
front make Camp Koolaree a true 

wilderness setting for learning and 
recreation. There are still some 
spaces available for the 2009 
season (ages 7 and up), so the open 
house is a great chance to check 
the camp out.

submitted
Twelve Lucerne students 

bicycled almost 250 kilometres 
in early June, traveling the Trout 
Lake Loop. 

“The determination and 
perseverance they showed as they 
pedaled was amazing!” exclaimed 
their teacher, Katrina Sumrall.

The students covered 50 
kilometres on the first day, 40 
kilometres on the second day, 

Lucerne Grade 5/6 class cycles the Trout Lake Loop
70 kilometres on the third day, 
and then circumstances changed, 
requiring them to come home a 
day early. They had to pedal 80 
kilometres in order to complete 
the trip, and everyone was up for 
the challenge. 

“What an accomplishment 
as they rode into town at 7:30 
Wednesday evening!” said Sumrall. 
“A big congratulations goes out to 
those students, and a huge thank 

you to the parents and community 
members who attended the trip, 
as well as those that supported it 

along the way, with bike repairs, 
bottle donation, bike donation, and 
time and energy to help train the 

students.  How fortunate we are to 
live where we students are given 
this opportunity.”

The Lucerne grade 5/6 class on their Trout Lake Loop cycling tour.
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Services offered
• Landscaping
• Small stump removal
• Trenching
• Waterlines
• Grading
• Fencing
• Landscaping
...and more

RR#1 Site 1 Comp 11
New Denver, BC V0G1S0

Leave message at 250-551-2155

Hidden Garden 
Gallery 
presents

J. S. Patterson Paintings
June 24-30

All are Welcome!

Global Gift 
Discoveries 

Inspiring Arts 
& Crafts

318  Broadway  S t .   Nakusp ,  BC   265 -3288

Quiet and convenient 
downtown location with a 

view of  Arrow Lake
Office
Prima Materia
318 Broadway
Nakusp, BC
Phone: (250) 265-3288
Email: casamandala@gmail.com
Website: www.casamandala.ca

submitted
The paintings of JS Patterson 

will be the next exhibit at the Hidden 
Garden Gallery in New Denver, from 
June 24 to 30.

Jim Patterson first came to the 
valley in the 60s after studying art 
at the Emily Carr Institute and in 
Germany.

His love of what he discovered 
here 50 years ago is presented in 
oils and watercolours. Some of the 
paintings are for sale; others are in 
private collections and are offered 
so visitors can enjoy the distinct 
vision of mountains and forests by a 
dedicated artist.

There will also be an afternoon 
gathering from 2 to 6 pm on June 
27 in John Norris’s garden – 

JS Patterson at Hidden Garden
weather permitting. Old friends and 
acquaintances, and everyone interest 
in the arts, will be welcome.

These events are made possible 
by a grant from the Columbia 
Basin Trust through the Columbia 
Kootenay Cultural Alliance. 

This mess was recently discovered by local boaters at Cory’s ranch beach in 
Valhalla Park. Broken bottles and marshmallows littered the beach, and the bonfire, 
made with logs that park rangers had placed to shore up the beach, was still going. 
Is this what we have to look forward to without our park rangers? The fire was still 

going when the mess was discovered by local people, who put the fire out.

submitted
There is now an open fire ban in 

this area. Effective June 10 and until 
further notice, open fires are prohibited 
throughout the Southeast Fire Centre. 

As usual, campfires are still 
allowed but the Fire Centre says you 
are responsible for ensuring conditions 
are appropriate and the fire is properly 
extinguished.

You are not allowed to burn 
materials (such as yard debris and 
scrap wood) in the open, and you can’t 
set grass fires to clear your land.

This open fire ban applies within 
BC Parks and to all public (Crown) and 
private land outside of organized areas. 
It does not apply within municipalities 
or regional districts that have their own 

Open fire use restricted throughout SE Fire Centre
burning bylaws. Please check with your 
village office, or the RDCK, before 
lighting a fire this summer. 

This open fire ban is in effect to 
protect public safety and to limit the 
risk of wildfires. 

The Southeast Fire Centre 
encompasses the area extending 
from the US Border in the south to 
Mica Dam in the north and from the 

Okanagan Highlands or Monashee 
Mountains in the west to the BC/
Alberta border in the east. This includes 
all of the Arrow-Boundary, Kootenay 
Lake, Rocky Mountain and Columbia 
Forest Districts. To report a wildfire 
or unattended campfire call 1-800-
663-5555 or *5555 on most cellular 
networks. For more information please 
visit www.bcwildfire.ca. 
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