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BC Southern Interior MP Alex Atamenenko addresses the crowd at the rally before the Glacier/Howser independent power project hearing, June 23. More photos on page 2.

The Kootenays stand united against the Glacier/Howser IPP
by Jan McMurray
It was Kootenay democracy at
its finest.
In fact, we broke the record for the
largest number of people to turn up at
a meeting on an independent power
project in BC.
More than 1100 people came out
with their signs, drums and costumes
to Kaslo’s JV Humphries School on
June 23 to attend a public meeting
and rally on the Glacier/Howser
independent power project proposed
by Montreal-based AXOR. There
was an excellent turnout (about 200)
at the Meadow Creek and Invermere
meetings on the following two nights
as well.
“I am honoured to be your MLA
because you show up,” said Michelle
Mungall, Nelson-Creston MLA, at
the rally outside Kaslo’s school before
the formal meeting. “We will not be
silenced in the Kootenays!”
That’s for sure. At the Kaslo
meeting, the agenda went out the
window when the people made it
clear they were there to comment, not
to listen to presentations. Although
the meeting was scheduled to end
at 9 pm, it went on until 10:30 pm
to accommodate the huge number
of speakers. In Meadow Creek, the
meeting was also extended to 10:15
pm.
The overwhelming majority of
people at all three meetings were there
to voice their opposition to the project,
and to the environmental assessment
process.
“It was such a clear message that
the vast majority of people from our
region are deeply concerned – not only
about this project, but also about the
process,” said Lee-Ann Unger of the
West Kootenay EcoSociety, who has

been working tirelessly on raising
public awareness of this project for
many months. “People referred to it
as a ‘rubber stamp process’ and an
‘environmental approval process.’ I
hope the ministers are listening. There
needs to be a level of democracy
brought to this process that doesn’t
exist currently.”
At the Kaslo meeting, Sinixt
spokesperson Marilyn James was
the first to speak, and she raised her
people’s issue with the process. “This
is a skewed process – they have not
consulted the First Nations people
whose traditional territory this is.”
James said the Sinixt were opposed to
the project because of concerns about
fisheries, hydrology, grizzly bears,
wolverines, Bull Trout and other blueand red-listed species.
Many others shared their concerns
about the potential environmental
impacts of the project. Eloise Charet,
who walked across Canada for water in
1998, said, “Let us not let our valleys
run dry and tell future generations that
we allowed this to happen.”
Gary Diers from Argenta asked,
“Is it a green power project when it
punches a transmission line through
grizzly country and blasts 16 km of
tunnel, dumping waste rock muck
along the sides of the creeks? When the
water is diverted, never to be returned
to the creeks?” Diers also pointed out
that this was not renewable energy,
because glaciers are not renewable.
“This project is not renewable, not
green and not run of the river – it’s
ruin of the river.”
Doug Pyper from Kaslo asked
them what they were going to do if
they ran into acid rock while blasting
the tunnels. He was told that this was
being looked into.

Another person wanted to know
what the company was going to
do with the 300,000 cubic metres
(30,000 truckloads) of waste rock
muck resulting from the blasting
of the tunnels. Simon Gourdeau of
AXOR explained that they would
use some in the construction of the
project, some for improvement work
on forest service roads (and would
make it available to the Ministry of
Transportation) and that storage areas
had been identified near the tunnels
where it would be buried.
People were also concerned that
long-term planning was lacking. Diers
said that the application looked ahead
only 40 years, which is the term of the
Electricity Purchase Agreement with
BC Hydro. “The glaciers are going
to melt and you guys are not looking
far enough ahead.” When Garry
Alexander from the Environmental
Assessment Office (EAO) answered
that that was a risk AXOR takes, Diers
retorted, “No, it’s a risk we take,”
pointing out that the citizens would
be the ones stuck with the abandoned
infrastructure.
With 17 water licence applications
for IPPs in Area D, Sean Hennessey
from Argenta commented that looking
at only one project at a time was
not good planning, indicating that
this could result in an awful lot of
transmission lines. Garry Alexander
from the EAO said that they could
not consider the other projects, as they
were not far enough along.
Diers told the crowd at Meadow
Creek that AXOR also had water
licence applications on Tenise and
Cooper Creeks in the Glacier/Howser
area. “Their private transmission line
will give them the monopoly on the
creeks there – Glacier/Howser is just

the beginning,” he said.
In addition to voicing concerns
about the project itself, many people
made it clear that they are very
disillusioned with the environmental
assessment process.
Garry Alexander from BC’s EAO
office explained that the process
involves determining whether the
project creates any “significant adverse
effects” on wildlife, fish, water quality,
plants, etc. If there are significant
adverse effects, the EAO process
identifies ways to mitigate them.
One person commented that this
was an approval process, not an
application process, and wanted to
know what the criteria was for ‘no.’
Alexander repeated that “identifying
significant adverse effects is what we
do in this process, and we get views
from the public and First Nations on
what is a significant adverse effect.”
Sean Hennessey from Argenta
said it would make sense to weigh the
pros and cons, but instead “this process
is a ‘yes’ unless there is a really good
reason to say ‘no,’ and then it’s not a
‘no,’ but a ‘you have to fix this up and
come back to us.’”
K. Linda Kivi from the West
Kootenay Coalition for Jumbo Wild
said that the region has a 20-year
relationship with the EAO, and over
those years, people from both sides
of the pass have said ‘no.’ She asked
if anyone in the room in Kaslo had
any faith in the EA process, and four
people put up their hands.
Anne Sherrod from the Valhalla
Wilderness Society said that during
the Jumbo EA process, the VWS
provided the EAO with a scientific
report and still no significant impacts
were found to turn that project down.
“The EA process is part of the crime.
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The provincial government created
the conditions for the proponent
to make the proposal and yet they
pretend to be separate. We don’t need
an environmental assessment to know
that 16 km of tunnel is damaging!”
Someone referred to the process as
a “charade” in light of Bill 30, which
prevents local governments from
stopping IPPs. The bill was passed
at the time of opposition to the Ashlu
River project in Squamish.
Gwen Barlee from the Wilderness
Committee said she had spoken off the
record to someone from the EAO who
had told her that they had been given
their “marching orders” to approve
these projects. Indeed, Alexander said
that the EAO had not yet turned down
any applications for IPPs. They have
approved six to date, and there are 17
currently under review. He also stated
that the Ministers are not obligated
to make their decision based on the
EAO’s recommendation.
Gillian Sanders from Kaslo
said that the biggest issue is the
privatization of our resources, and
there is no opportunity to comment
on this. “You are not charged to look
at this, but I ask you to look at it and
incorporate it into your influence on
the decision. It’s very important that
our water flows at the same rate that
it does now for decades, centuries and
millennia to come if we can make it
so.”
The public comment period for
the Glacier/Howser independent
power project ends July 27. Send your
comments to:
G a r r y A l e x a n d e r, P r o j e c t
Assessment Director
Environmental Assessment Office
PO Box 9426 Stn Prov Govt
Victoria, BC

BC Hydro holds annual update meeting in Nakusp
more people.
Concerns brought forward
by community members
included shoreline erosion, debris
management in the reservoir,
and the revegetation program
underway in the Arrow Park/

Burton area. Jeanette Hoft of BC
Hydro recorded the concerns and
promised to get back to people. On
the revegetation program, Jennifer
Walker-Larsen said in a follow-up
interview that they were compiling
a list of residents adjacent to the

Arrow Park ferry planting sites
and would contact them directly
to discuss any concerns. She
said Hydro would organize an
information session for affected
residents in mid-July if there was
interest.
At the meeting, WalkerLarsen explained that this
was year three of the 12-year
implementation of the Columbia
River Water Use Plan (WUP).
The WUP was developed so that
BC Hydro could consider interests
other than power generation and
flood control in their operations.
The revegetation program and boat
ramp improvements are part of
this, and Walker-Larsen reported
that studies have been started to
better understand how reservoir
operations affect spawning fish,
nesting birds, migratory songbirds,
shorebirds and waterbirds,
amphibians and reptiles.
Power outages were also
discussed. Walker-Larsen
explained that the only way BC
Hydro knows there is an outage
in the area is by people calling
them. Distribution problems can
be handled quite quickly by local
crews, but transmission problems
need specialized equipment and
crews from Vernon. “We do the
best we can – in regions like this
with the weather, mountains,
and not much infrastructure, we
encourage you to look at the
website for info on power outage
preparation.”
With the low snowpack
and water supply this year, BC
Hydro does not expect the Arrow
reservoir to fill to 1,444’ this year.
They are predicting the water level
to be 1,438’ by the end of July and
1,430’ by the end of August.
It was explained that water
levels have been higher in recent
years, primarily because of the
gradual refilling of non-treaty
storage that has occurred since
the termination of the Non-Treaty
Storage Agreement (NTSA) in
2004. Kelvin Ketchum, BC Hydro
rep, explained that Mica was built
bigger than needed, so the NTSA

allowed both Canada and the
US to take the extra water out of
Mica. Since the termination of the
agreement, the two countries must
refill it. Ketchum said Canada
let the agreement expire in 2004
because “it was not bringing
the benefits we needed and we
didn’t have control.” However,
Canada is interested in negotiating
a replacement agreement.
The Columbia River Treaty
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(CRT), which regulates the
operation of the Columbia River
dams in Canada and the US, can
be terminated in 2024 if either
country gives notice by 2014. The
Province is leading a review of
the treaty, and BC Hydro is doing
studies on power and flood control
alternatives in order to inform the
process. Ketchum said the public
should start to hear more about the
CRT review early next year.

Gabriela Grabowsky at the Glacier/Howser rally in Kaslo. She and
her partner are the only people who own property up Glacier Creek.

There were quite a few children at the Glacier/Howser rally in Kaslo.
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by Jan McMurray
Not many people came to
the annual BC Hydro operations
update meeting in Nakusp on
June 18 from noon to 2 pm.
It was noted that an evening
meeting would probably draw
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This year’s winners of the Kaslo May Days photo contest are Maggie Winters (Horse with upside down rider),
Janet McIntyre (Girls with bubbles) and Gail Bauman (May Pole). Check out the photos at kaslochamber.com.

13TH ANNUAL SUMMIT LAKE WALK/RUN/BIKE FOR FUN
Hosted by Three Islands Resort
Come out and walk, run or cycle the 10 kms around beautiful Summit Lake on Sunday, July 12
Walk begins at 9 am sharp. Registration ($5) begins at 8 am
Refreshments & Gifts – everybody walks out a winner.

All proceeds go to the Arrow Lakes Hospital with Three Islands Resort matching funds raised
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Back roads should be open to everyone, says Access BC
by Katrine Campbell
A Cranbrook man who wants
his grandchildren to have the
same opportunities to enjoy the
backcountry as he did has started an
organization to fight the closure of
roads that go through crown lands.
Carmen C. Purdy has formed
the Conservation Project (CP) Road
Access (BC) Society, or Access
British Columbia. It wants to
“develop access policies that allow
for traditional uses for berry picking,
fire wood harvesting, wildlife
viewing, exploring, rock hounding,

hiking, fishing, hunting, camping
and industrial uses such as trapping,
mineral, coal, oil and gas exploration
and forest harvesting.”
You may have received a flyer
in the mail last week, asking you to
join. About 800 people have signed
up already, Purdy says, and not just
from the Kootenays.
“The moccasin telegraph works
wonders. We have members from
across BC – Prince Rupert, Fort St.
John, Vancouver Island.
“Vancouver Island is in the
worst shape. Tree farm licences were

turned into private property and road
blocks went up,” Purdy says.
He blames the Forest Practices
Code, which was brought in by the
provincial government in 1995, then
modified several times since then.
“They’re trying to keep us out
of the bush. It drives me crazy…I
finally got fed up.
“…Crown lands belong to all
British Columbians, not to somebody
who thinks they have a better idea.
They’re ours.”
Purdy, who has been involved
with the Habitat Conservation Fund

and the Nature Trust, started the
road access society and has a board
of directors that includes a biologist,
lawyer, accountant, forester and
agrologist.
It’s “a pretty select group that
will make a difference,” he says.
“We will be the biggest conservation
organization in BC.”
Asked about the effect of
unrestricted access into the habitat
of endangered species such as grizzly
and caribou, Purdy said blaming
access for species decline was
“somebody’s wet dream.”

by Jan McMurray
Grizzly bear experts from Canada
and the US came together for the
summer meeting of the Interagency
Grizzly Bear Committee in Nelson and
Creston June 22-24.
On June 23, there were
presentations on grizzly bears in the
Kootenays.
Garth Mowat, Regional Wildlife
Biologist, BC Ministry of Environment,
gave an overview of the population
status of grizzlies in the Kootenays.
He said the northern two-thirds of the
region is secure in terms of grizzly
population, but the southern portion
“gives us cause for concern.” The South
Selkirk, Yahk and Kettle-Granby areas
are closed to grizzly hunting, and areas
buffering the closed areas are partially
closed to grizzly hunting, including
the Central Selkirk, South Purcell and
Valhalla areas.
He said that problem grizzly kills
were mildly declining in the region, so
“we’re doing a bit better. It’s a slow
battle but I think we’re winning.”
However, he indicated that we could
be doing more to prevent problem kills.

“We need to manage problem kills
in recovery areas, and we need Bear
Aware and support for Conservation
Officers to manage problem bears,” he
said. He also suggested that we should
look at where bears eat fish and how to
manage this resource.
Mike Knapik, Habitat Biologist
with the BC Ministry of Environment,
spoke about a working group he began
in February 2007 to look at grizzly
habitat management in the Purcell and
Yahk areas, where the population is
threatened. He explained that because
forestry licensees are in control of
managing their operating areas in
Canada (unlike in the US), the working
group is made up of representatives from
the logging companies, the Ministry of
Forests and First Nations. The group
has come up with recommendations
regarding harvesting and silviculture
practices – to protect habitat features
such as meadows, to leave coarse
woody debris and wildlife trees, and to
maintain and enhance berry producing
sites. The group has also come up with
recommendations regarding access
management – to identify specific

A local girl, inspired by her love
of horses to make a donation to a
local society, provides inspiration
for us all.
Here is her letter to the Valhalla
Wilderness Society in New Denver:
I live in Shoreacres, BC, located
at the confluence of the Slocan and
Kootenay Rivers.
I have always loved horses and
have had one of my own since I was
five years old.
Last fall we started boarding a
beautiful, pure white Mustang/Paint
named Smokey.

It is said that some of his
bloodlines came from the herd of
wild horses in north BC.
I was inspired by his story and
the knowledge of their dwindling
herd and wanted to help.
On May 19, 2009, I turned nine
years old and decided that rather than
getting gifts at my party, I would like
to raise funds for the preservation of
the wild horses.
I have enclosed a cheque for
$105.
Sincerely,
Grace Sabo

roads and trails within certain areas
for seasonal access control; to provide
educational signage on targeted roads
and trails; and to implement legal
closures under the Wildlife Act to
support linkage corridors.
Knapik concluded by showing a
brochure that was sent to all mailboxes
in the Kootenays by a group called the
‘Access British Columbia Society,’
which advocates for access to the
backcountry. “I can only say this has
all come about because we’re looking
at access management in the grizzly
areas, and now groups are pushing back
hard so it’s something we’re going to
contend with in the near future,” said
Knapik.
Michael Proctor, independent
local researcher, spoke about the
Trans-border Grizzly Bear Project and
the recovery of the South Purcell and
South Selkirk populations, which are
both trans-border populations. Proctor
has been working with US biologists
on this project since 2004.
The challenge is that these transborder populations are small and
fragmented. For example, grizzlies are
isolated on either side of Highway 3,
and the possibility of mating between
the two groups is almost nil. “We need

to get movement going between the
sub populations and we’re trying to
get them to move across lines,” he
said. Good news on this front is that
two linkage properties have been
purchased along Highway 3 with the
help of two conservation groups – the
Nature Conservancy of Canada and
Y2Y(Yellowstone to Yukon).
With results from DNA surveys
they have conducted, and habitat
information they have gathered, the
group has come up with population
estimates that are roughly half as
much as the estimates the Ministry
of Environment had previously
determined by extrapolation.
Proctor says they have identified
areas south of Hwy 3 where it would
be best to close roads, and they would
like to look at the area north of Hwy
3 as well. “We’re going to propose
something everyone can live with on
access management,” he said.
The group also wants to finish
linkage work, and to work with forestry
licensees and Highways towards
management in these zones. They
would also like to see a Bear Conflict
and Education Specialist hired in
efforts to institutionalize recovery
management.

Young girl shows extraordinary generosity
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Grizzly bear experts meet in the Kootenays

“Proper management might be
[the solution]. If we [want to] save
the caribou, we have to take out”
predators such as grizzlies, wolves
and wolverines.
“Caribou are the stupidest
animals in the bush. The problem
started when they brought the wolves
back….saving caribou is just a
grizzly, wolf and cougar feeding
program.”
“If they can give me biologically
sound reasons [for road closures],
then I would agree with them, but
they can’t.”
With 5.2 million acres of parks
and wilderness in the Kootenay/
Columbia already off-limits, Purdy
claims the caribou “should be coming
out of there like popcorn…I’m not
opposed to saving the caribou, but
we have five million…this is the
southern range of the same caribou.
They can call them whatever they
want, they’re a relic population.
When the ice comes back we’ll get
our caribou back.”
Asked if he was talking about an
ice age, Purdy agreed.
“They don’t report the 10 years
of global cooling,” he said.
He also blames road deactivation for the increase in quads
and ATVs going in. Areas that used
to be accessible to pick-up trucks
were closed off, so people used
quads. When the quads were shut
out, people started cutting their own
trails to the tops of the mountains.
“It’s a game,” he said.
Purdy agrees that some people
are misusing their vehicles, and
called for more enforcement.
“People that are off the designated
hard surface trails or roads – I’d take
their quads and auction them off.”
He also said “companies that
get their wood at a low rate should
be required to keep roads in good
shape.”

SELL YOUR
PROPERTY
• in as-is condition
• at a fair price
• on your own timeline
I’M LOOKING TO BUY:
a modest dwelling, residence
or vacant land in RURAL
Nelson (maximum 30-40 min
from town)

No obligation. Phone to
discuss possibilities.
Grizzly bears were the topic of discussion at a conference held in Nelson and
Creston, June 22-24.

(250) 352-5250

Slocan Lake

Dance Camp
July 24-27, New Denver

Four days of Ballroom, Latin, Country and Swing workshops and nightly dances
Early Bird Deadline: July 5
$20 per person per workshop
$15 teen (Local teens two-for-one)

Grace Sabo donated $105 towards the preservation of wild horses in the Chilcotin.

www.dancingbeat.org for printable registration
form and schedule or 1-250-358-2448
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OPINION

Spoiled ballots
are ambiguous
and ignored

As regards Will Webster’s
response to my letter “not voting
is a vote of no confidence,” I’ve
tried in vain to find any meaningful
media consideration of spoiled
ballots in the BC election. If it’s
mentioned in Elections BC, it
certainly isn’t obvious. There is
also the complication that a ballot
may be spoiled by accident as well
as on purpose.
It seems that spoiled ballots
simply aren’t talked about, whereas
the number of people not voting
certainly is. And as regards Will’s
assumption that my letter was
“defending my apathy” – way off
the mark, Will, not even close.
Keith Newberry
Slocan City

Adventures
with Fat Albert

In Jamie Barber ’s article
(Adventures with Fat Albert, June
17) he forgot to mention that eight
teens committed to study Math
and French for 25 hours a week
for six weeks during our crosscontinent trip. Studious as they
were, I questioned the effectiveness
of my French program when, as Gros
Albert (AL-BEAR) rolled through
the green Gaspé hills dotted with
cows, an excited 15-year-old jumped
up, pointed out the window and
exclaimed: “Voila des baleines!”
(whales).
From Bella Coola to Baja
(Alberto Gordo) and all points in
between, Fat Albert had more fun
than a school bus deserves.
Yesterday, long-time Winlaw
resident and frequent Fat Albert
Tours participant, Judith Ceroli,
phoned to say, “I just read Jamie’s
article and I want back on the bus!”
Maybe, Judith, maybe – we can all
dream.
Barb Yeomans
New Denver

How can I vote
for Andy?

Regarding the editorial
comments in the June 17 edition
by both Andy Holmberg and Alex
Atamanenko, about food security.
Great to see so many people
interested in this topic. Even better
to see the two different approaches to
addressing the same problem. I have
always judged the success of any
project by the outcome – did it meet
the intended need? I see that by the
end of this growing season Andy and
his neighbours will be the ones with
secure food on their tables.
Alex, looks like you will have
created a lot of pollution by travelling
the country talking to Canadians
about this issue, met in committees
over this, studied it, commented
about it, gained political points over
it, and will still be eating the same
food on your table.
How can I vote for Andy?
Murray Rourke
Edgewood, BC

Save Kaslo’s
Trees

Regarding the reference in VV
last issue to Kaslo’s credit union’s
recent renovations not ascribing
to town development heritage
guidelines: Why, heck! Strip mall
style architecture has been around
long enough in North America’s
better locations to certainly be
considered ‘Heritage.’ No!? Let’s
not put energy there.
What’s been sucking the air
out of me is Kaslo’s determination
to cut trees at every opportunity.
When we came to Kaslo some 10
years ago, the tree-lined streets
bordering ‘Heritage’ buildings
about town bespoke of civic values
worthy of respect and developmental
consideration. Remember the linden
tree up the hill? Currently three very
large and healthy fir trees on Water
Street are found tempting to Kaslo
city council and ‘arborists.’
In keeping with recent civic

EDITORIAL / LETTERS POLICY

The Valley Voice welcomes letters to the editor and community news
articles from our readers.
Letters and articles should be no longer than 500 words and may be
edited. We reserve the right to reject any submitted material.
Please mark your letter “LETTER TO THE EDITOR.” Include your
address and daytime phone number for verification purposes.
We will not knowingly publish any letter that is defamatory or libelous.
We will not publish anonymous letters or letters signed with pseudonyms,
except in extraordinary circumstances.
Opinions expressed in published letters are those of the author and not
necessarily those of the Valley Voice.

The Valley Voice 		

considerations, might I suggest future
renovations to Kaslo’s illustrious
city hall, perhaps the government
building (or whatever it’s called this
month) and any future construction
development reflecting civic pride
(treeless) consider the Heritage
theme as expressed by Kaslo’s credit
union Tako Bell – Sr. Froggy-Down
Town Fast Lane Look. No trees
there, either.
Dr. Gry (Russell Youngreen)
Kaslo

Does the EAO
listen?

The crowds spoke clearly,
strongly, articulately, intelligently
and passionately to express their
opposition to the proposed GlacierHowser power project. Did the
Environmental Assessment Office
hear? Do they listen? Will they do the
right thing and reject this proposal?
According to the EAO
website (eao.gov.bc.ca), “BC’s
environmental assessment
process is important to ensure that
major projects meet the goals of
environmental, economic and social
sustainability... The assessment
process examines major projects for
potentially adverse environmental,
economic, social, heritage and health
effects that may occur during the life
cycle of these projects.”
There ARE “potentially adverse
environmental, economic, social,
heritage and health effects” which
were eloquently addressed at the
meetings in Kaslo and Meadow
Creek. Now we all need to send our
letters to Garry Alexander, Project
Assessment Director, Environmental
Assessment Office, PO Box 9426 Stn
Prov Govt, Victoria, BC V8V 9V1;
or email them to Glacier.Howser@
gov.bc.ca; or fax them to 250-3566448; and letters to the Ministers
of Environment, Honourable Barry
Penner (PO Box 9047, Stn Prov
Govt, Rm 112, Parliament Buildings,
Victoria, BC V8W 9E2) and Energy,
Mines and Petroleum Resources,
Honourable Blair Lekstrom (PO Box
9060, Stn Prov Govt, Victoria, BC
V8W 9E2). Putting a stamp on your
letter adds weight.
In conversation with Garry
Alexander, I learned: letters and
emails from individuals are all
considered; group letters, petitions,
chain letters are considered as one
message from one person; and that
all submissions will be placed on the
website within six weeks.
Kate O’Keefe
Johnson’s Landing

			

The game is
rigged

This poker game is not fair. The
dealer has a stacked deck, and is able
to change the rules in order to win.
After having attended the two
AXOR/EAO meetings in Kaslo
and Meadow Creek I am even more
cynical about the “process.” EAO’s
Garry Alexander said our comments
would be ‘recorded.’ I didn’t hear
him say that they will be ‘considered’
or that the dozens of thoughtful
objections to the Glacier/Howser
projects, and that over a thousand
people showed up to protest, will
have any influence on what the
Environmental Assessment Office
recommends to the ministers who
will make the final decision. My
cynicism also makes me think that
the Glacier/Howser controversy is
nothing more than a red herring to
take our attention away from the
more sinister Bill 30 which appears
to have paved the way for these
environmentally questionable IPPs.
For me, the moment of truth came
when Marilyn James put the question
to the panel: “What is it about NO
that you don’t understand?” It should
have been clear to Mr. Gourdeau and
Mr. Alexander that we, the people
who live in the Lardeau Valley, do
not want these projects to procede.
What we get instead is a “process”
that will require the proponent to
mitigate their impact! (mitigate:
transitive verb make milder or
less severe; moderate or give relief
from) How’s this for a thought: “The
building of a 4.5 x 4.5 metre tunnel
7 km long will mitigate against their
attempts to mitigate environmental
destruction!” What is it about NO
that they do not understand?
Arecent jotting in my “memorable
quotes” file: Two monologues do not
make a dialogue. What I was hearing
at the two meetings this week were
two monologues. As you will have
detected I rather favour the one that
says “Let it Be...” We don’t need
this power project because we don’t
need the power.
David Stewart,
Argenta

Open letter to
Jim Abbott, MP

I have been heavily involved in
making housing available for seniors
for the last ten years as a board
member of the Arrowtarians Senior
Citizens Society (ASCS) in Nakusp.
At present I am a volunteer coproject manager with Earl Frerichs
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on the Arrowtarian Villa Phase 4
project.
The opinions expressed in this
letter are mine alone.
I just received your
“Communication” publication.
This 16-page pamphlet contains
a lot of announcements of good
news for places in the KootenayColumbia riding including Nakusp.
I am happy to learn that Canada
Economic Action Plan makes
$400 million available over two
years for affordable housing for the
construction of housing units for
low-income seniors. As luck would
have it, that is precisely what ASCS
is trying to do in Nakusp.
On many occasions ASCS has
asked you to make low-cost housing
for seniors a reality by helping them
get funding. They phoned you, talked
to you in person, emailed you and
they even mailed you a full package
of information as you requested.
You even attended ASCS meetings
on at least two occasions where they
demonstrated their need for Federal
Government help. I know you are
aware of their need; you have even
used the phrase that ASCS is “next
on the list,” yet to date you have been
able to arrange exactly $0 towards
their Phase 4 project.
For your information, the
Village of Nakusp alone gave ASCS
$100,000. The 14-unit complex
will be completed before the snow
flies. With help from the announced
funding these 14 units would be
low-cost housing but there seems to
be a disconnect between the federal
money and their needs. It is true
that you have provided ASCS with
websites and offices to contact but
there was nothing there for seniors’
housing that translated into money.
My hope is again rising with this
$400 million plan, which seems to
be tailor-made for ASCS. Without
federal help ASCS will not be able
to provide “low-cost housing” to
seniors and the units will be rented
at market value.
Mr. Abbott, there is still time.
Could you reveal the secret code
to ASCS for how to gain access to
this Canada Economic Action Plan?
The diligent fundraisers at ASCS
managed to raise over $700,000
but they are stumped with this one.
Perhaps you could ask Senator
Marjorie Lebreton, Secretary of
State, Seniors, just exactly what
ASCS has to do to get capital
funding.
Gene Nagy
Nakusp
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Nitwits on
motorcycles

It should come as no surprise
to most Valley Voice readers that
Hwy 31A between New Denver and
Kaslo is a big draw for motorcyclists.
That chunk of roadway has been
written up in many of the major “bike
magazines,” and word-of-mouth in the
biking community continues to draw
bikers from across the continent.
Unfortunately, every summer
it also seems to draw a large
percentage of nitwits, who maim or
kill themselves, and endanger other
cyclists and motorists. Indeed, the
June 17 issue reported on just such
an accident, in which “it is believed
speed was a major factor” and “which
totaled the motorcycle.” I have no
doubts that this will be only the first
of what seems to be the annual crop
of mayhem, wrecked motorcycles,
injuries and deaths.
Now, thanks to the internet, we
have some of these nitwits boasting and
showing off their reckless behaviour. If
one were to go to YouTube and look
up “Kaslo, BC to New Denver, BC in
10 minutes” such an example of this
idiotic behaviour is readily available.
How long will it take until someone
else says, “Bet I could do that in 9
1/2 minutes”... and tries it? I foresee
a trail of wreckage and bodies strewn
along the highway between Kaslo and
New Denver.
Now, if they were only killing off
themselves, I could say, “go ahead – fill
yer boots!” But unfortunately, with
their moronic driving, they are putting
everyone else on that road at risk. I
think it’s time that steps were taken.
A few years ago, Bil George
suggested to me that there should
be signs posted at each end of 31A,
and at the north and south end of
Slocan Valley that say “Number of
motorcyclists killed on this highway
in the last year” -- and have it so that
it’s obvious that the number can be
changed, as with the signs in factories
that say “number of accident-free
days.” And at the bottom: “Don’t
become a statistic.” I don’t know if that
would work, but something needs to
be done, and it certainly couldn’t hurt.
As for the NOISE that a lot of these
bikers make... that’s another letter...
R.N. Riley
Rosebery

Good news for
Perry Ridge

Ministry of Forests (BC Timber
Sales) confirmed recently that plans
for logging are on hold. Reasons
given are slumping lumber prices
but another reason is certainly the
tenacious and persistent opposition to
logging by the Perry Ridge Water Users
Association (PRWUA), especially
the dedicated effort by the President,
Marilyn Burgoon.
The battle has been going on
for more than 20 years with MoF
determined to build a long main haul
road on top of Perry Ridge, with branch
lines for logging, and the PRWUA just
as determined to prevent commercial
logging to protect the water used by
hundreds of residents.

Some of the readers will remember
the massive protests in 1997 resulting
in a refusal by the courts to grant an
injunction to MoF twice, resulting
in a halt to building the main haul
road. Then came the phony LRUP
round table to give the impression
that residents actually had a say in the
matter. The intent of that process was
always logging, with very little concern
about non-timber values.
After the LRUP was discontinued,
we enjoyed a few years of peace. In
2007, MoF (BC Timber) revealed plans
for another attempt at road building
along with a few cutblocks for the north
end of Perry Ridge. That info resulted
in a renewed effort by the PRWUA to
protect the watersheds on Perry Ridge
by demanding better risk assessments
and terrain stability studies etc.
An independent cost-benefit
analysis commissioned by the PRWUA
had already shown a net-loss in
logging Perry Ridge indicating that
the taxpayers would be paying the
actual cost-overrun defacto subsidizing
the industry.
In other words: logging Perry
Ridge made no sense; a few weeks
of work for the mills but devastated
watersheds long after. MoF still has
the same destructive clear cut policies
today.
If anyone wants to see what Perry
Ridge would look like after logging,
drive into the hills of Lemon Creek.
Nice, eh?
Many dedicated people, especially
Marilyn Burgoon, have been
instrumental in preventing a similar
disaster here. The struggle is ongoing;
we have a respite now but it’s not
over. Check out: perryridge.com.
Anyone getting water from Perry Ridge
can show appreciation by sending
donations to the PRWUA, Gr.16 C9,
Winlaw, BC, V0G 2J0.
Do it for the love of your water.
Gunter Retterath
Winlaw

Bus service
needs work

Castlegar & District Health
Watch Society is pleased to see that
Interior Health recently completed an
evaluation on transportation for health
needs in the Kootenay-Boundary area.
For anyone with a computer there is
a detailed report on this which can
be accessed on the IHA website by
searching for “Health Connections
Evaluation.” We also suggest IHA
make a copy available at local public
libraries as it is 134 pages long.
As you know, since the Castlegar
Hospital was closed and emergency
service hours cut in half, most medical
procedures have been centralized in
Trail or Nelson. IHA has provided
a bus service to help those who do
not have their own transportation to
these medical centres. Although this
bus service has been in place for over
two years now not many residents
know about it. It costs $5 return. The
evaluation found that few doctors’
offices knew about the bus service and
that ridership is low.
Some of the recommendations of
the survey are that
(1) IHA do an ongoing media

marketing campaign to advertise the
existence of the bus, its schedules,
and where it stops for pick-up, plus
distribute copies of the bus schedules
in key places such as doctors’
offices, family and senior centres and
pharmacies. The telephone number for
arranging bus rides also needs to be
widely advertised.
2) IHA should review these bus
schedules to fit better with clinical
referral patterns. It should keep more
accurate data on ridership, and make
semi-annual or quarterly reports
available to the public on how well
this bus service is meeting the needs
of patients and other key performance
indicators.
We look forward to these
recommendations being followed up
by IHA in a timely fashion with future
transparency in, at a minimum, a biannual performance evaluation.
The report shows that there was
a $73,000 unspent portion of the IHA
Kootenay-Boundary transportation
budget for 2008. Health Watch suggests
that this money could be used to
immediately implement a campaign
to publicize the bus service and get
feedback on the best routes and times.
In the meantime residents should
know that in addition to the BC Transit
regularly scheduled route there is a
more individualized service for patients
unable to transport themselves. If
patients phone 1-877-843-2877, they
can book a seat on a smaller HandiDart bus which will pick them up
at their home, drive them into Trail
for an appointment and then drive
them back home again afterwards.
Unfortunately, patients would have
to have their appointments between
11:40 am and 2:30 p.m. (an hour
of which would be lunch hour in a
doctors’ office), so hopefully with the
new recommendations these times can
be expanded.
Health Watch looks forward to
improved transportation services
for area patients based on the
recommendations of the evaluation
team.
Sally Williams
President, Castlegar & District
Health Watch Society

Re: Logging in the
Slocan Valley

The people of Slocan Valley have
a vision that can sustain us through
changing times. This Vision is clearly
spelled out in the Official Community
Plan for the North Slocan, Area H of
the Regional District of the Central
Kootenays. We are thwarted by
insensitivity to our environment and
our well-being, through activities
damaging our economic base by
an amoral provincial government
bur eaucracy implemented by
industrially educated and trained
professionals; who impose their selfserving industrial paradigm on our
people and environment. Humans and
the biodiversity we need to survive
are at odds with the parameters of
that industrial paradigm and how it is
practiced.
Deforestation has been a source of
major concern to the main stakeholders
(our residents) for decades. We have
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worked with various BC Government
Commissions and personnel, and in
1992 we contributed significantly
to an ecosystem based plan and the
subsequent detailed “Silva Plan” which
sensibly treated our whole drainage
as an individual ecosystem and interrelated to other adjacent ecosystems.
The Silva Plan was deemed “too
restrictive on the land base,” but
as usual promises were made by
government that all our concerns would
be addressed by law. However, the only
substantive change was law governing
the industrial paradigm, with deletions
of the promised protection.
The results are always the
same: Rules change, and we are
again told that we can participate
(but only on terms impractical for
non-professionals), and we are given
relatively insignificant choices in plans
which we do not want at all. The energy
and effort sucked from the community
by government’s pretenses of accepting
input for change have time after time
drained our resources. The disregard
for the local knowledge, participation,
help and planning is so blatant that the
land needed for the wildlife corridor
between Valhalla and Goat Range
Provincial Parks is still not designated
and is currently being logged. Neither
has there been study on the limits of our
Slocan Valley ecosystem.
The BC government may claim to
be the main stakeholder as it represents
a larger outside interest. However, the
long term interests of the BC taxpayer
are being severely jeopardized by
industrial accounting practices.
These values (or long-term
interests) are too numerous to list, but
a few are outlined below. Some contain
commonsense knowledge whose
scientific quantification is ignored.
Carbon sequestion is one such example,
which would probably suspend most
logging on its own merit, as would
some of the following examples.
Air: The cleansing of our air by
trees and plants is known, though that
value too is ignored, and not fed into
our health care or logging statistics.
Globally, oxygen production is a major
concern, and yet statistics remain
ignored.
Water: Quality, timing and flow
are damaged by most harvesting
activities, culminating in measurable
amounts as the ecosystem deteriorates.
Increased costs to users for purification
(seldom to the harvesting company, and
if, then never to the original quality).
Loss of fish habitat and related wildlife
aren’t calculated until they’re lost, and
the harvesters are gone or are bankrupt,
invariably with no contingency plan.
The accumulated costs are insidious
and incremental. For example, we have
documentation on the degraded quality
of Bonanza Creek for fish habitat,
yet insufficient credence is given to
that data to stop industrial harvesting
at this time, as “precautionary
principles” are ignored and “risks”
accepted. Acquiring funds to pursue
such projects is time consuming and
difficult: Hardly a burden to foist
off on unsuspecting citizens who
expect that their government and their
professionals are looking after the best
interests of fish, people, land and water

in a conscientious way.
Soil: Harvesting practices generally
used not only cause mass movements,
but also undo thousands of years of
soil buildup so that future harvests
successively dwindle, and water in
our creeks is chemically altered by the
wash of newly exposed minerals, often
making them uninhabitable by previous
life forms such as fish fry.
Beauty: It may only be in the
“eyes of the beholder,” but it is felt
inwardly, as behavioural scientists
attest. Contiguous landscapes are a part
of the whole of well-being, and provide
a balance in life, yet it seems that only
our local population and our touristrelated businesses recognize that a
Visual Quality Objective is not a static
snapshot from one location, but is more
like a movie requiring infinite viewing
opportunities from any perspective in
the area of interest to them and their
clientele. The VQO rules as they are
applied are harmful to our valley’s
citizens and local business interests.
The Economy: Our Regional
District is actively pursuing many
avenues to enhance our economy
with the Official Community Plan and
inherent park and heritage proposals.
What’s the point if our values are
being incrementally destroyed by the
Provincial government?
Decreased property values due
to a downgraded local environment
certainly affect the tax base. We have
been taxed on values that reflect our
situation, and a decreased “take” by
the taxman is not a good thing for our
local or provincial economy. Again,
there is no recognition by Industrial
Foresters of the harm they are doing
to our economy.
When the harvesting industry
operated where they could not be seen
in the wilderness, they desecrated the
landscape and demanded more. The
time has come when there is little easy
harvest left in the backcountry, so now
they are “in our face,” and detracting
from what we need. The laws are
outdated, ill practiced, and a conflict
of interest to the public good.
Professional people need “whistle
blower” encouragement!
We support mapping work done by
the Valhalla Society for a recommended
wildlife corridor and the desired land
status it would enjoy. This map provides
an expedient tool to address some
of our issues promptly and it solves
many implementation problems for
government: It is supported throughout
the Slocan Valley.
Eric Faulks and John Herrmann
Hills

A Message from
the Foundation for
Ecology and Social
Justice
The Foundation wishes to thank
the public-spirited person who
donated funds especially for the
celebration of the Valhalla Mile
on Canada Day. No funds raised
to purchase the property were
spent on the celebration. The
Valhalla Foundation is grateful
for this generous donation.
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New Denver council, June 23: Denver Siding willing to join the Village
by Leah Main
• Notice was received from
RDCK that results of the survey
to the Denver Siding Water Users
returned no opposition to the potential
of amalgamation with the Village of
New Denver. The Village can now
proceed with the next steps toward
boundary restructure.
• UBC student Dru Yates reported
that at the June 13 public meeting
about community gardening, the idea
of a greenhouse to extend the growing
season received the most support. She
also reported that she has taken nine
composite soil samples from various
locations on the Village-owned land
in Denver Siding (former dump site),
which will be tested for fertility.
Contamination testing will be done
at a later time, perhaps as part of
a Village brownfield remediation
project. Council expressed some
concern that while at this time the

SLOCAN VALLEY
RAIL TRAIL

community garden discussion is
basically an expression of “something
people would like to see,” more proactive citizen participation will be
needed, rather than council taking the
leadership role. There will be multiple
details to sort out, such as supply of
water and power to any such garden/
greenhouse site, funding, and how
the project will be run (i.e. co-op,
lease, etc.).
• Council unanimously endorsed
a draft letter from Mayor Wright to
Inspector Nick Romanchuk, Officer in
Charge at RCMP Kootenay Boundary
Regional Detachment, expressing his
serious concern that RCMP “staff
realignment from a local to a regional
focus marks a sad end to the Force’s
historic commitment to effective
community policing,” and that this
“new policy of retrenchment to
focus almost solely on federal and
provincial priorities is at odds with

Call for expressions
of interest from local
heavy equipment
owners, contractors

The Slocan Valley Heritage Trail Society has an on-going need
to undertake repairs and maintenance on the Slocan Valley
Rail Trail. In addition, we have just received funding under the
Job Opportunities Program to do major works on the Slocan
Valley Rail Trail. We are interested in updating our list of local
qualified equipment owners and contractors. If you own and
operate heavy equipment such as chipper, back-hoe, excavator, loader, bull-dozer, dump-truck, bobcat, or compactor – or if
you own a small or portable sawmill - we may be interested in
your services. Please reply with a list of equipment available
and your rate to SVHTS, Box 22, Winlaw, BC, V0G2J0 or fax
to 250-355-2399 or email to directors@svrt.ca

the province’s growing reliance on
local property taxes to fund the RCMP
contract.”
• Mayor Wright reported that
in discussions with the liquor store
manager, he had been informed that
BCLDB has not approved Monday
opening of the New Denver store
for this summer. Council is very
concerned that not offering this service
will have a negative impact on our
local economy. Council will try to get
sales volume data regarding this, and
pursue the issue in July.
• Responses to council’s letters
were received from the Ministry of

Health regarding 24/7 emergency
services (this service is safe for now,
and letters of thanks will be sent to
the appropriate agencies), and the
Ministry of Education regarding Wild
Voice for Kids (no money is currently
available for this program).
• Councillor Greensword reported
on ongoing West Kootenay-Boundary
Regional Hospital Board meetings,
and expressed her hope that since the
Slocan Community Health Centre is
formally classified as ‘remote,’ this
will be helpful in future discussions
about funding.
• CAO Carol Gordon initiated

discussion about bicycle racks, arising
from a resident request for more
racks downtown. This issue was
referred to the Public Works and Water
Committee.
• Councillor Campbell was
appointed to represent the Village
on the advisory committee for the
Healthy Housing Society’s ‘Building
a Sustainable Economy’ project.
• The 2008 Annual Report was
received and approved.
• The July 28 and August 25
regular meetings of council have been
cancelled, as is the usual practice for
the summer season.
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The Hidden Garden Gallery is
pleased to welcome Deb Borsos back
for her third show here. The Art of
Philately runs from July 1-6 with
an opening reception on July 1 from
noon to 5 pm.
Nelson musician Pat Henman
will entertain in the garden from 1
to 3. The artist will be on hand and
refreshments will be served.
You will see an intriguing show of
original pastels depicting landscapes
and images of the Columbia Basin.
Spend a little time in New
Denver this Canada Day!
Terry Greenhough, a Salmon
Arm artist, is looking forward to his
first show in New Denver. Escape
to the Landscape, which runs from
July 8-13, will feature his vibrant
paintings of the “exotic landscape,
both natural and human crafted, the
excitement of colour and geography
found all around British Columbia.”
Greenhough’s opening reception
is Thursday, July 9 from 7 pm
to 9 pm. Listen to the vocals of

Patrick Sean Earl, a musician new
to town. Refreshments will be
served. Greenhough is also looking
forward to doing some painting
demonstrations in the garden, so
please drop in anytime during gallery
hours, 10 am to 3 pm daily.
Patrizia Menton’s photography
show Blue will be at the gallery from
July 15 to 20. The opening reception
is July 15 at 7 pm. Music is from
Howard Bearham and friends, and
refreshments will be served.
Menton, one of our area’s
favourite and most accomplished
artists, says, “I have named the show
Blue because this series of colour
photographs conveys to me the

mood of the colour blue.” Her black
and white and cibachrome fine art
photography is sensitive and deep,
while broadly appealing.
Born in northern Italy, the
photographer has lived in Germany
and was educated at the University
of Milan. She moved to British
Columbia in her 20s and has
exhibited extensively in Italy and
Canada since 1993. She opened
Chiaroscuro Photographic Gallery
at her home in Hills in 1996.
Menton co-produced two
photographic books John’s Garden
and Recipes and Rapscallions, and
has been published in architectural
magazines.

Hidden Garden Gallery in full swing

WANTED
TO BUY:
• 250-308-7941 (cell)

Please contact: Gorman
Brothers Lumber Ltd.

VILLAGE OF
NEW DENVER 250-547-9296
REQUEST FOR CONSULTING SERVICES
The Corporation of the Village of New Denver invites interested
consultants to submit proposals for the creation of an “Age Friendly
Assessment” for the Village of New Denver. The main objectives
of the Assessment are to:
1. Increase awareness of what Seniors need to maintain active,
healthy and productive lives within our community, and
2. To produce a practical guide that Village Council can use
to identify common barriers and actions that support the
development of New Denver as an age-friendly community.
Interested Consultants are requested to submit proposals by 4:00
pm, Thursday, July 23, 2009 to:
Mayor and Council
PO Box 40
New Denver, BC
V0G 1S0
Email: newdenver@netidea.com
For further details please contact the Village Office
at 250-358-2316.

Agnes Emary cut the ribbon at the grand opening of the newly renovated New

CEDAR AND
Denver Reading Centre.
PINE POLES New Denver celebrates Reading Centre
renovations with Grand Opening
John Shantz
by Jan McMurray
The Grand Opening of New
Denver’s newly renovated Reading
Centre took place on June 17.
The centre has new and renewed
signs by Sally and Barry Lamare,
a new entranceway, a new front

VILLAGE OF
NEW DENVER
FOR TENDER
One 1990 John Deere 650 Tractor, 4 wheel drive, Roll
Guard, with Model 160 – 60 inch mid mount mower, 1830
hours. Sold on an “As Is Where Is” basis. Reserve bid
of $3,000.00. The tractor may be viewed at the Village
of New Denver public works yard located at 115 Slocan
Avenue, New Denver, BC.
Please submit sealed bids to: Mayor and Council
				
PO Box 40
				
New Denver, BC
				
V0G 1S0
Bids must be received no later than 4:00 p.m., Thursday,
July 23, 2009. Highest or any bid not necessarily
accepted.

desk, new carpet, new drywall, new
lighting, new computers, and the
bathroom has been completely redone. The finishing touch is a piece of
decorative metalwork on the entrance
door that says, ‘Our Library,’ done by
Chris Fox. Jeremy Down did most
of the renovation work, except the
lighting, done by Greg McRae.
Longtime library volunteer
Agnes Emary cut the ribbon after
Mayor Wright gave thanks to all of
the library volunteers. He said the
New Denver facility has ranked in
the top three reading centres in the
province for the last 20 years in
terms of the number of volumes,
circulation, and hours open. He
also thanked Jeremy Down, who
completed the project “under budget
and under time – but we are ‘over’
something – we are overjoyed.”
A beautiful cake and refreshments
were served upstairs at Knox Hall,
giving everyone a chance to thank
the library volunteers: Kathleen
Angrignon, Judi Gardiner, Maureen
Murray, Janice Found, Heather
Shepherd, Agnes Emary and Sheila
Harrop, now retired.
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ViSTA offers summer drama school for kids
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Valhalla School of Theatre
Arts (ViSTA) will celebrate its
fourth year anniversary this July
by bringing in many exciting
changes to the program. ViSTA
is a week-long summer drama
program offered to children
ages 8-13. This year, there are
two program locations and
dates: Silverton (July 13-18)
and Nakusp (July 20-25).
The theme is ‘Worlds of
Magic.’ All sorts of mysterious
and magical characters live in

these worlds: queens, kings,
sorcerers, sprites, witches and
warlocks, werewolves, vampires,
and dragons. The instructors
are looking forward to having
students choose and develop
characters, and create plays full
of magic spells and tricks.
The students will work on
movement, voice, improvisation
and theatre games in the
process of developing a final
performance to share with
families and friends.
Experience these ‘worlds of

magic’ and attend the students’
final performance at the Silverton
Gallery on Saturday, July 18
at 7 pm and in Nakusp at the
Bonnington Theatre on Saturday,
July 25 at 7 pm.
Mat Maitlandt, our threeyear veteran instructor, will be
joined by stage actress and clown
performer Julie Mortensen. Both
have outstanding reputations
in the field of children’s drama
programs. The two popular
instructors, along with coordinators Kerry Heichert and

Janet Royko, will work together to
inspire and allow children to find
their role in the performing arts.
For the first time this year,
the ViSTA program is offered
in Nakusp, at the Nakusp
Elementary School and
Bonnington Theatre. Thanks to
a Community Initiatives grant
through the Regional District
of Central Kootenay (RDCK),
Nakusp and area participants have
bursaries available to them for this
year’s ViSTA program.
The ViSTA program in

Silverton will be held at the
Silverton Gallery. There are also
bursaries available for Silverton
participants.
Applications are available
online: www.valhallafinearts.org
/vista. For further details, Nakusp
participants please contact Janet
Royko (250) 269-7384; Silverton
participants see Katrina Sumrall
in person.
The ViSTA course fee is
$175; registration deadline is
July 5. Registration forms are
available at www.valhallafinearts.

org/vista, and at a few local
businesses in New Denver. For
more information, call Kerry,
358-2252 (Silverton) or Janet,
269-7384 (Nakusp).
ViSTA is a presentation of
the Valhalla Fine Arts Society.
Watch for more exciting quality
programs for children and adult
this summer, such as the Valhalla
Summer School of Music which
runs August 9-14. For more
information about the Society
and its programs, go to http://
www.valhallafinearts.org/.
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T h e S l o c a n Va l l e y
Heritage Trail Society
(SVHTS) has been approved
for a $224,000 grant under the
Job Opportunities Program of
the Community Development
Trust. This program is
designed to create temporary
employment for unemployed
forest workers hard-hit by
the economic downturn. The
SVHTS will create five fulltime jobs lasting up to five

months improving the popular
Slocan Valley Rail Trail.
“The forest industry in
the Slocan Valley has not seen
such tough times in recent
memory,” said Rory Lindsay
of the SVHTS. “This project
will enable five forestrydependent households to make
a living in the Valley. In hiring
for the project, we worked
closely with Springer Creek
Forest Products to identify
industry workers who would

benefit the most from this
opportunity.”
The workers will be
employed brushing out
the 50-kilometre rail trail
to a width of 22’. “Winter
grooming is compromised by
trees crowding in and bending
under snow-load onto the trail,”
said Scott Carlson, one of the
volunteer groomers. “Each
year, new growth crowds
in more and more. Pushing
everything back to give us the

22’ clear of trees will allow for
better winter grooming.”
As the rail trail corridor
is 100’ to 150’ wide in most
places, the workers will also
do thinning and spacing of
growth alongside the trail to
foster a healthy forest over
the long term. They will reopen some of the magnificent
river and mountain views that
are growing in, while being
sensitive to wildlife habitat and
the privacy needs of residents

living near the trail.
Dozens of creeks and
streams cross the rail trail
corridor. In recent years, two
plugged culverts caused washouts necessitating thousands
of dollars in repairs as well
as introducing tons of silt into
the Slocan River. The workers
will inspect all culverts and
replace any that are failing.
They will clear all culverts
at both entrance and exit and
ensure they are free of debris.

Finally, the project workers
will develop four more sites
along the rail trail, building
outhouses, information kiosks
and creating extra parking.
“This is a win-win situation,”
says Brian Rehwald, SVHTS
chairperson. “While creating
meaningful work to sustain
five Valley households, we
will be making the Slocan
Valley Rail Trail even better
for residents and visitors to the
Slocan Valley.”

by Jan McMurray
Over the past five years,
Bannock Point, the forestry
campsite located south
of Silverton, has changed
dramatically. Unlike Wragge
Beach, at the north end of the
lake, Bannock Point has always
been open to campers free of
charge and has never been
monitored by a camp attendant.
In recent years, there has been

a significant increase in the
number of people frequenting
the site, holding massive parties
there and setting up long-term
campsites.
Local residents concerned
about the deterioration of
this remarkably beautiful site
visited the area recently to
assess the situation. The group
found graffiti on rocks and
cliff bluffs along the lake,

significant damage to live
trees, huge stacks of firewood,
parking, driving and camping in
sensitive areas, toilet paper and
bottles scattered on the forest
floor and new fire pits that are
dangerously close to trees and
dry forest litter.
In 2008, Bannock Point
became part of the territory
managed by the Slocan Integral
Forestry Cooperative (SIFCo),

in charge of the newly created
community forest. SIFCo
is composed of three longstanding resident organizations,
one of them being the Red
Mountain Residents
Association (RMRA). Funding
to restore Bannock Point is
available through the Forest
Investment Account and SIFCo.
The Slocan Lake
Stewardship Society and
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Into skateboards and ready
to take your riding to a new
level? Just beginning to ride
and eager to master some great
moves? Well, from July 20 to
24 (Monday to Friday) you’ll
be getting the opportunity to do
just that at the new skateboard
park in Slocan – Tenacity! On
top of that you’ll be being taught
your moves by international
skateboarding star and home
grown hero – Josh Evin.
‘Skate Camp at Tenacity’ is
being hosted by Slocan Valley
Recreation and offers boarders
of all skill levels the chance to
improve their ride. To make this
highly educational experience
more enjoyable there’ll be road
trips to other skate parks in the
area, barbeques, loud tunes to
roll by and lots of special prizes
courtesy of a wide range of
skateboard related businesses

and more! Classes will be
divided into skill/age levels to
maximize the experience.
The program runs from
10:30 am to 5:30 pm daily and
is timed so riders can make it
out from Nelson and Castlegar
via the local bus system. There’s
also the option of staying in the
area for the week.
Josh Evin is known as the
Black Russian and is rated
as one of the top 10 riders
in the world rankings. He’s
recently opened the popular
Black Russian Skate & Apparel
in Castlegar. Josh’s goals are
simple, “Stay healthy, keep
breathing and concentrate on
happiness, living and loving.”
Josh will be joined in the
coaching role by well-known
rider, Eugene Voykin.
To top this all off, local
shredding star Shandy Campos
of BC Action Adventures will be

returning to the area to oversee
all the fun. Shandy has been a
professional snowboarder for
the past 10 years with a great
skateboarding passion. Don’t
expect this to be a mellow, sitand-watch camp when Shandy’s
around. The Slocan-born native
wants to make this week a

powerful good time.
The program is starting
to fill and a limited number of
riders will be accepted. A $50
deposit will hold your spot in
the program. To find out more
details or to sign up contact
Slocan Valley Recreation at
226-0008.

the RMRA have formed a
joint committee to deal with
Bannock Point concerns. The
first and immediate action
this committee will take is to
monitor the area and encourage
users to be gentle with the site.
Abuse will be documented
and prosecution of offences
pursued. In addition, an
application will be made to
SIFCo to restore this muchtreasured lakeside gem. The
committee will be considering

ways to prevent future abuse of
the site, including the creation
of 15 designated campsites,
the minimum required to
secure funding for a campsite
attendant, and blocking
vehicular access to the forest
above the site.
The public is invited to
bring any thoughts, concerns
or proposals to the Bannock
committee by emailing
slocanlakess@netidea.com or
calling 358-7151.

submitted
Silverton Gallery was the
site of a well-attended Solstice
Coffee House on June 20,
featuring some of the best from
our deep pool of local talent.
Highlights of the evening
included the group formerly
known as à la maison (Donna
Jean Wright, Luce Paquin and
Richard Johnson), who opened
the evening with a selection

of new and old favourites,
including Luce’s throaty
delivery of La Vie en Rose (with
guest accompaniment from
accordionist Hank Hastings);
Soleil Main, who transported
us once again with his unique
perspective on human life as
part of a larger galaxy, ending
his set with his much requested
Send an Angel; and the surprise
constellation of visiting musician

Joanne Henry performing with
the Michael Dorsey-Leah
Main duo – the trio delivered a
stirring collection of blues and
spirituals that rocked the house;
and Peaches and Cream (Larry
Lavan, Larry Anderson and Jeff
Pilsner) with their collection of
show tunes and jazz standards
from the 40s and 50s, evoking
an almost forgotten set of
sensibilities.

Brushing work to be done on Rail Trail with Job Opportunities Program grant

Committee forms to monitor and protect Bannock Point from vandalism

Hot summer skate camp at Tenacity in Slocan

Josh Evin, the Black Russian, will be helping young riders master
some new moves at ‘Skate Camp at Tenacity,’ July 20-24.

Solstice Coffee House held in Silverton Gallery

The non-performance
feature of the evening was a prize
draw for two Baba Tree baskets
filled with goodies donated
by local merchants (winners
were Diana deGroot and Chris
Bokstrum).
This coffee house was
organized by Destination
Silverton, with great thanks to
all who donated to, participated
in, and attended the event.

The Mt. Sentinel Graduates of 2009
would like to thank the following for
helping make our Grad the greatest!

Crescent Valley Fire Hall • Georama Growers • K.M.C.
• Michel Desharnis • Rick Donaldson of Star Transfer •
Smokey Creek Salvage • WE Graham School
• Mt. Sentinel School Staff • Parents of the Grad Class
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Silverton Memorial Hall celebrates Grand Re-Opening, June 19
by Jan McMurray
Silverton Memorial Hall
is looking good after the recent
renovations, and the Grand Opening
held June 19 was a wonderful way
to celebrate.
The crowd was very impressed
by the musical entertainment
by Peaches and Cream Quartet
(including local musicians Larry
Lavan, Larry Anderson and Jeff
Pilsner) and Miranda Hughes and
some of her violin students. There
was also a lovely spread, catered by
the Cup and Saucer Café.
Mayor Everett welcomed all to
the event, and invited special guests
to the mic. Mayor Wright from New
Denver congratulated everyone who
had contributed to the makeover
of “one of the most beautiful halls
in the Kootenays.” Lynda Lafleur
from the Columbia Basin Trust also
extended congratulations and said,
“This is a great example of what
the community can do when they
work together, and that’s what CBT
is all about.” Mayor Hamling from
Nakusp said she was very impressed
with the hall and thanked everyone
for the renovation work “because
what you do in this community also
helps our community.”
Improvements to the hall over
the last four years include new
washrooms and storage areas, a fire
suppression system, a sound system,
projector and screen, full internet and

satellite access, a lighting system,
a re-finished hardwood floor, a
renovated kitchen, and interior and
exterior painting.
Mayor Everett gave special
mention to the Friends of Silverton
Memorial Hall, who got a $30,000
grant from CBT for the project
and were instrumental in getting
the Heritage Legacy Fund grant as
well. He said that the Friends and
the Silverton Community Club put in
thousands of volunteer hours doing
some of the renovation work and
holding fundraising events. There
was a standing ovation when Everett
specially recognized Ron Provan
from the Silverton Community Club
and Kathy Provan from the Friends
of the Silverton Memorial Hall,
whom he described as “the driving
force behind the fundraising and
volunteers.” Everett also recognized
the many tradespeople involved with
the project, with a special mention to
Ken Butler, project manager, who
“came in at the eleventh hour, pulled
it together and got ’er done.” Finally,
he thanked Junko Ida and Leonard
Casley from the Village of Silverton
and the three different councils over
the past four years that helped with
the project.
Councillor Jamie Barber gave
a brief history of the building. In
1915, when Silverton was booming,
war broke out and many local boys
enlisted. Unfortunately, some didn’t

come back. A plaque with 47 names
of those who did not come back is
displayed over the front entranceway
of the building. In honour of those
people, community members got
together and built the hall through
volunteer labour and subscriptions
– no tax dollars were used. “This
building has always been used to
bring people together,” he said. The
hall was run by the community club
up to the 1950s, and then was turned
over to the Village. The Village has
been running it ever since, with a lot
of help from volunteers.
Barber explained that council is
looking at how to best manage the
hall, and asked people to help them
with this decision by filling out a
questionnaire that was available at
the event. The questionnaire outlines
three options. The first is that the
Village continue to operate the hall
as it has done since the 50s. Barber
said the Village really doesn’t have
the staff to look after the building
properly, and operating the hall
costs the Village about $2,000 per
year, so this would be expected
to continue in this scenario. The
second option is for the Village to
contract out the management on a
revenue sharing basis, as is done
with the campground. Barber said
the advantage here was that the
person would be trained for the job,
and the Village would still have
quite a bit of control. However, the

Village would still be responsible
for the maintenance costs. The
third option is for the Village to
entertain proposals from registered
non-profits to lease and operate
the hall, as is done at the arena
and gallery. The advantage here is

that the maintenance would be the
responsibility of the group, and
that there is funding available to
non-profits that is not available to
council. The Village would continue
to own the building, but would lose
direct control.

Miranda Hughes and some of her violin students performed at the grand
opening of the newly renovated Silverton Memorial Hall.

Slocan looks at sustainability in planning
by Katrine Campbell
The Village of Slocan has started
its Official Community Plan review
process a year early. Council decided
to look at incorporating sustainability
planning into its OCP, which Mayor
Madeleine Perriere noted hadn’t been
updated since 1986. She said a new one
was “long overdue.”
“Some things [in the old OCP]
might be fine,” while some may have
to change, she said.
Six residents, along with the council
and Village CAO, showed up June 23 to
hear Laurie Cordell of the Fraser Basin
Council speak on ‘Smart Planning for
Communities.’ Cordell presented a slide
show on planning for sustainability,
which she defined as “meeting the needs
of the present without compromising
the ability of future generations to meet
their needs.”
She outlined the process, and
suggested looking at sustainability in
the OCP as a “new filter” and not as a
new plan.
“People are getting ‘planned out’,”
she said. “They’re tired of sitting and
planning – they want action.”
Cordell gave samples of approaches

to planning from different organizations,
including Smart Growth, Alberta Urban
Municipalities Association and the
International Secretariat for Sustainable
Cities. She also briefly outlined what
four other BC communities are doing.
If Slocan wants to develop a
sustainability plan to incorporate with
the OCP, the first step is a resolution
from council. Then, a working group
must be formed and a ‘champion’ found
to promote the project. A community
assessment is next, followed by a
workshop on options available.
Although an OCP deals with what
the municipality has direct control over,
and with what it can influence (e.g.
the Regional District’s actions near its
boundaries), a sustainability plan also
deals with things the Village has no
control over. In this case, Cordell said,
sustainability can be incorporated along
with long-term action planning to deal
with issues.
The audience had few questions,
although Ray Caouette, who is on the
OCP committee, declared sustainability
planning “would create damage...and
spread decision-making too far. Nothing
will ever go right.”

Team of the week
Silverton Memorial Hall Improvement Project
The Council of the Village of Silverton
gratefully acknowledges the financial and volunteer support
provided by:
The Province of British Columbia through the
Olympic/Paralympic Live Sites Program
The Province of British Columbia through
BC150, a Ministry of Tourism, Culture and the Arts

The Silverton Community Club

MICRO SOCCER IN THE SLOCAN VALLEY - This season over 40 preschoolers joined in the micro soccer level of the Slocan Valley Soccer League
coordinated by Slocan Valley Recreation. Here a collection of some of the
Brent Kennedy kids show off their medallions at the wrap up for the season.
COACHES (left to right): Erin Korbatoff, Wendy Cockburn and Derek
Marcoux. Not shown - Winlaw Coach Kim Drew.

Thank you to everyone!

Thanks from Slocan Valley Recreation to the 16 coaches and multiple
assistants who helped make the season possible. Thanks also to the
Slocan Valley Co-op for their support of soccer in the community.

The Heritage Legacy Fund of British Columbia
The Friends of Silverton Memorial Hall Society

Slocan Valley Co-op
Genelle Division
Bulk Fuels • Heating Fuels
250-226-7433
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Slocan council, June 17: Camping on beach a problem
by Katrine Campbell
• People are camping on the
beach and blocking the boat ramp,
said a resident during the public
participation period at the council
meeting. She asked if camping was
allowed, and, if not, what could
be done about the problem. She
had spoken to the campers whose
vehicles prevented her from using
the boat ramp and was “told where
to go” when she suggested they use
the municipal campground. The
group asked why they should pay
for the campground when the beach
was free.
Camping at the beach is illegal,
said Mayor Madeleine Perriere,
while Councillor Hillary Elliott
added there are already ‘no overnight
camping’ signs there. Police can be
called in if the ban is in the Village’s
bylaws.

The waterfront committee will
discuss appropriate signage at its
next meeting.
The same speaker also asked
if council could do anything about
abandoned buildings that are a safety
hazard because of broken glass. Kids
are playing in and around them, she
said.
CAO Shana Paivarinta will
check the Village’s unsightly
premises bylaw to determine what
can be done.
• The Village will request
continuation of building inspection
services from, and will enter into
a new contract with, the RDCK.
This is an administrative change for
insurance purposes, the CAO noted.
• The Village will write a letter
to the RCMP advising it has granted
permission for the August 1 Bruyere/
Valliere wedding to hold a liquor

by Art Joyce
Among the many new worlds
opened to us by the digital revolution
has been a limitless soundscape for
creating music. Local musician Paul
Gibbons, a.k.a. Garbanzo, has released
his second CD, Flotation Device,
combining electronic and rhythmic
elements overlaid with live vocals and
reed instruments.
The genre has experienced an
explosion of creativity, from the
early days of pioneers like Tangerine
Dream in the ’70s, through the boom in
experimental music in the ’80s, to the
DJ music being mixed live on dance
floors in clubs around the world today.
“In the early days of the ’80s I
was listening to quite a bit of reggae,
early rap like Public Enemy, and
early electronic bands like Massive
Attack on Vancouver Co-op radio,”
says Gibbons. “At the same time I’d
started to study North Indian music and
the bansuri. Now it’s reached a point
where everything has come together
in multifarious ways, with new styles
being generated almost every day.”
Indeed. A look at the long list of
electronic music sub-genres on CD
Baby, where Gibbons is marketing the
album, can be dizzying. Gibbons has
come up with some poetic descriptions
for his new album: “dialectric earth
groove / dub-factor transambience
/ straw monkey vocals / river reed
tectonics…” He isn’t interested in
categorizing his music, but understands
that people often need labels to help get
their bearings. The descriptions are
a broad-brush attempt at describing
the music without pigeonholing
his work. “Straw monkey vocals,”
for example, describes the various
electronic treatments given vocals
on the album. “River reed tectonics”
refers to some of the exotic instruments
Gibbons recorded live into the mix,
including the mijwiz, a North African
Arabic vibrating reed; the North Indian
bansuri, a bamboo flute; the xiao, a
Chinese end-blown bamboo flute.
These instruments help tether the
ethereal electronic sound to an “earth
groove” with more natural overtones.
The rhythmic elements are created
electronically, weaving samba and
other Latin beats skilfully into the mix.
There’s also a ‘dub’ or reggae feel to
some of the rhythmic underpinnings.
Dub music was created when vocals
were removed from reggae music,
leaving only its hypnotic beat. Gibbons

says his music fits in well with the
developing urban music scene in the
Kootenays fostered by Shambhala and
the DJ music thriving now in Nelson
clubs.
“I’m looking forward to seeing
Adham Shaikh at the Valhalla Mile
Celebration Dance on July 1st because
he mixes in a lot of world music
influences.”
Gibbons sees this album as a
move away from his first CD, Dream
On, which had a more meditative
sound. That album has had airplay
on Kootenay Co-op Radio and
CBC’s Signal program which mixes
new classical with ambient music.
Admittedly for those with more
mainstream tastes in music, Flotation
Device may be a hard sell. That being
said, Gibbons says he’s often surprised
by who likes it. Last winter Gibbons
nearly had an album in the can but
decided it was too much like Dream On
and started over. Thousands of hours
of work later, the result is Flotation
Device.
“For me, it’s another experiment—I
don’t like staying in one place too
long. The next one will probably be
different again. I keep on playing live
and with real people, because any kind
of computer activity has a tendency to
swallow you up. But I like both.”
Flotation Device will be available
at Jennie’s Book Garden in Winlaw,
Packrat Annie’s in Nelson, Raven’s
Nest in New Denver, and at www.
cdbaby.com/cd/garbanzo2 where
sample clips may be heard.

Local musician Garbanzo releases new CD of electronic music

licence for the reception at the ball
field.
Councillor Elliott noted there is
a calendar at the Village office for
residents to consult as to when the
gazebo has been booked or is free.
• Elliott reported on grant money
available to the Village through the
RDCK. Council decided to apply
for lump sum payment of grantsin-aid/discretionary funds and for
community development grants to
distribute as it sees fit.
• The Women’s Institute donated
two trees for the cemetery. Public
Works foreman Tim Hill was on
vacation, but showed up to plant
them anyway.
• The building bylaw amendment
and tax bylaw amendment were each
given three readings.
• Elliott reported on the
recent Federation of Canadian
Municipalities conference
in Whistler. She noted that the
Kootenays have good representation
on the board, as Hans Cunningham
of Ymir is first vice-president and
Nelson’s John Dooley is on the BC
Regional Committee.
• Jean Patterson reported the
reading centre committee met for
the first time June 14 and reviewed
its terms of reference.
• Ruby Brunelle was granted
permission to sell popsicles from a

solar-powered vendor bike on the
beach this summer.
• The Slocan Valley United
soccer team was granted use of the
soccer field, concession stand, picnic
tables and public washrooms for the
weekend of June 26 - 28. The Legion
was granted permission to use the
gazebo on the evening of June 27
for its celebration of Legion Week.
• Village staff will meet with Dr.
Leslie Jordan to clarify and formalize
the terms of her contract with the
Village for use of office space at
the Wellness Centre. Her previous
agreement was verbal, with the
former council, and she has concerns
over the terms of the new contract.
• Council received the 2008
statement of financial information. It
showed financial assets of $498,430
and liabilities of $256,890 for a
balance of $241,540 at the end of
2008. This is a considerable raise
over the 2007 total of $68,888.
Non-financial assets stood at
$4,858,875.
The village’s revenue predictions
for 2008 were higher than the actual

Smokey Creek Salvage
24 HR TOWING

New & Used Auto Parts, Back Hoe Work,
Certified Welding & Repairs, Vehicle Removal
WE BUY CARS & TRUCKS

359-7815 ; 1-877-376-6539
3453 YEATMAN RD, SOUTH SLOCAN
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revenue – the budget amount was
$772,798 while actual revenue was
$746,261. Expenditures were also
off the mark – in a good way – with
a prediction of $662,430 and actual
costs of $610,653.
Overall, the accumulated surplus
of $4,858,875 was $25,240 higher
than predicted.
Copies of the annual report will
be available at the Village office and
there will be a presentation July 8 at
6 pm at the regular council meeting.
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Cole Harris discusses historical geography in Food for Thought series
by Art Joyce
Cole Harris, Emeritus professor
at UBC’s geography department,
a fellow of the Royal Society of
Canada, and an officer of the Order
of Canada, spoke to a packed house
at the Silverton Galley the evening
of June 24 as part of the Food for
Thought series. His theme was ‘In
Here, Out There: Thinking about
Canada from the Slocan Valley,’
discussing the effects of historic
settlement patterns and landscape
on Canadians’ view of our country.
Harris believes that the sheer size
of the Canadian landscape makes it
difficult for us to conceive of life in
far-distant parts of the country, and
has a tendency to create isolation.
Canadian towns often grew around
ethnic groups separated from other
communities by vast distances. This
has had both positive and negative
effects, on one hand preserving
distinct cultural attributes such as
the Gaelic-speaking communities

of the Maritimes. On the other,
this isolation has made it much
more difficult for Canada to create
a homogenous, singular national
identity.
“In this beautiful Slocan Valley
life gets tucked into its own rhythms
and the larger country is ‘out there’
somewhere,” he said. “There are
ways in which the valley catches
some of the larger characteristics of
Canada, others it misses completely.”
Harris related the common
misconception he grew up with in
New Denver, thinking whites were
the first people to live in the valley.
In fact the original inhabitants, the
Sinixt, were taken out by smallpox
epidemics starting in the late 1700s,
with up to a 70-80% mortality rate.
By the early 1890s when miners
were flooding into the valley, there
was virtually no native population
left. This has led to the mistaken
impression of a landscape that is a
‘blank slate,’ lacking the histories and
myths that indigenous peoples layer
over the land down through time. Yet
a recent archaeological discovery
near Winlaw has unearthed a village
with over 100 house pits, indicating
a settled presence.
The northward expansion of
American industrial empire, from
placer gold mining of California,
to Coeur d’Alene country, and into
the mining boomtown of Sandon,
created a new mix of peoples,
mostly British and European. Where

no white person had been in early
spring of 1890, there were two
railways by 1895. But by the time of
the 1899 fire in Sandon, the mining
boom was dying off.
During the early 20th century
the real estate boom in the West
Kootenay began, with realtors
advertising ‘orchard land’ to
prospective buyers in the UK
who arrived to find steep, wooded
slopes and little useable cropland.
Doukhobors fleeing repression in
Russia arrived during this period to
farm what had once been native land.
Cole’s uncle Sandy established the
now historic Harris farm but once the
mining boom collapsed, there was
little economy left and most of the
family moved out to follow the jobs.
With the internment camps of WWII
came the Japanese who remain a part
of the community’s cultural mix. But
even their descendants have had to
leave for work and education.
“What did they come to? This
beautiful but exceedingly small
place, with a bare, bare economy.
So people come and they go. And
we’re left with this fascinating, but
very small society.”
Harris explained that once the
border between Canada and the US

was drawn up, most of what was
north of the line included very little
land suitable for crops. Thousands
of immigrants uprooted by the
industrial revolution in Britain, the
Irish potato famine, and other 19th
century social upheavals, came to
Canada hopeful of a new life. For
an Irishman it took ten months of
labour on a one-acre plot just to
pay the annual rent on Irish land.
Yet in Upper Canada he could
earn 100 acres in just a few years
of admittedly very hard work.
However, most of the Canadian
Shield was virtually uninhabitable.
And until the completion of the
trans-Canada railroad, the West
remained inaccessible. The best
land was already taken so many
Ontarians migrated to the US. Vast
stretches of countryside between
settlements remained mostly empty.
An urban society grows up in
Canadian towns where wealthy
owners of industry tend to live
and ape the customs of the elite in
Britain and Europe. What emerges
is a sharply hierarchical society,
with labourers at the bottom of the
ladder. Yet the countryside continues
to be the defining characteristic
of Canada. Prior to the latter 20th

century, 85-90% of the population
lived in rural areas. Those who could
do the heavy work of clearing land
had far greater opportunity than they
did in the Old World, increasing
the prospect of the lower classes.
Although not an egalitarian society,
the gap between rich and poor in
Canada was much less extreme than
elsewhere.
The result of our fractured ethnic
geography is societies that are
culturally and even genetically
inbred. Add to this disjunction the
cultural divide between the English
and the French in Canada and you
have the central problem facing
the Fathers of Confederation: in
the absence of any cross-cultural
consensus, how do you build a
nation?
“If there’s a grain of original
thought in Confederation,” Harris
said, “it’s about the protection of
regional and cultural identities.”
But in the end, it has worked
to Canada’s advantage, creating a
country far more egalitarian than
most.
“A country that has allowed
people to live in different ways has
a far more healthy nationalism than
the strident, aggressive kind.”

submitted
Legendary musician James
Brown said, “ Any problem in the
world can be solved by dancing.”
This summer, July 24 – 27, the
Slocan Lake Dance Camp in New
Denver will again offer four days of
smooth, Latin, swing and country
workshops and nightly dances.
Whether it’s the waltz, the Lindy
hop, west coast swing, Argentine
tango or the salsa the process is the
same: the heart rate is elevated, the
spirit is lifted and people connect in
a respectful way.
More specifically it’ll reduce
your risk of heart disease, burn
calories, and keep dementia at bay,
plus provide a low-risk opportunity
to make new friends and build
community.
The Slocan Lake Dance Camp
is low impact recreation at its best.
The only gear required is your
dance shoes and a light heart.
Three wonderful venues with wood
floors will offer 10 workshops and
two classes each of the four days.
Attend one workshop or several;
attend one day or all four and make
time to explore this beautiful area.
Come as a couple, a group or a

single.
Everyone is invited to attend
the nightly dances at the historic
Bosun Hall. Special evening
events include Saturday polka-dot
dance party with dance demos,
refreshments, door prizes and
mixers.
Dancers are encouraged to car
pool and camp together in New

Denver or nearby Silverton. On
Sunday dance campers can enjoy a
catered sit-down dinner by gourmet
cook Mark Perry.
Pick up a brochure today,
at outlets around town, or visit
www.dancingbeat.org for the full
schedule and a printable registration
form. Get it in by July 5 for a 10%
discount.

Early bird registration for Slocan Lake Dance Camp

Have you ever caught a fish that was almost as tall as you and half your body weight?
Well, Kayden Laybourne did! Kayden lives in Kaslo, but was in New Denver visiting his
grandparents, June McMillan and Rick Reitmeier, when he caught his very first fish. It
weighed in at 12 lbs. and June says it was “just the most delicious fish we’d ever eaten.”
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JV Humphries Graduation – Valedictory address
by Derek van Deursen and Cheryl
Rempel
Good evening, I... am Derek. I
am about to assault your ears with
my voice, speaking with only the
knowledge I have gained throughout
the years of school.
Luckily, it has been my whole
conscious life. I have learned more
than 100 things. One: cheetahs are
not the fastest land animal. Two:
actually, they are. Three: Yellow is
not a primary colour. Four: Two plus
one is Three, Two times one is Two.
Five: Six comes after five. Six: see.
Seven: They’re heading down baka
Laka Laka street. Eight:
Hi, I’m Cheryl, and as you
can probably see, most of what
Derek just told you is pretty useless
knowledge, but as you can also see,
it also is this kind of knowledge
that seemed to stick with us. When
Derek and I were voted by the class
to represent the graduating class of
2009 with a valedictorian speech,
we were pretty pumped. Both of
us had many ideas and memories
to look back on, but nothing could
quite come together. I’m tellin’

ya, after all the things you learn in
school, like the y=mx + b’s and the
metaphorical language, do you think
anyone taught us how to write a
speech? I think not.
Thirty Seven: But we did learn
a whole lot ’bout pretty much
everything else, from pretty much
everyone. Einer taught us the
language of mathematics, Larcombe
taught us how to mayshur moles in
the...... what?
Ms. Holland taught us iambic
pentameter and the importance of
soliloquies. Mr. Anderson taught us
how to run fast and make engines
run even faster. And Mr. D put the
oy in... OYYYYSOME? We know
all these teachers for their individual
talents and influences, but there is a
certain part of them that gave us the
ability to look at them as much more:
mentors. Coming from a school like
JVH, you make relationships with
people... whether you want to or
not. The small knit community of
this school forced friendships and
experiences that will last hopefully
a lifetime... or until we’re at least 20.
And word on the street is

JV Humphries Valedictorians, Derek van Deursen and Cheryl Rempel

Congratulations to
the J.V. Humphries
graduating class
of 2009!

KASLO
MOHAWK

that our class raised the bar on
close “knittedness.” These past
few years have, somehow, after
fights, quarrels, random encounters,
and anything else that might have
split us apart, brought us together.
The diverse spread that our class
offers – bookworms, musicians,
athletes, techies, academics, and a
shwackload of other things – might
make you think that we would have
many small niches. Thus is not
the case. We are a cohesive unit.
As cohesive as the one and only:
G-Unit. And just as they did, we will
all end up going our separate ways.
But not today. Today we will all do
the grand march, together, and walk
the same direction, except half of us
will turn left, and half of us will turn
right. But we will all converge in
the centre, just like we will all DIE.
What a terrible thing to say. Cheryl?
AAAAnnnways... Most of us
have found a direction throughout
our high school careers and began
to discover where we wanted our
lives to go. As most of us began
to discover our passions early in
life, around the tender age of 13, a
certain group did not have as much
exposure to the outer world as us
high-class Kaslo kids… that’s right
Jewett Kids. They came on a bus
and they had a vision. They all knew
that the day would come that they
would have to join us prestigious,
knowledgeable, amazing...
Ummm, just a question. When
did you get lockers? Could you run
in the forest trails at both recess,
and lunch? Did you have TWO
soccer fields? Did you bus to JVH
for assemblies? Could your entire
school population fit inside a Glad
tupperware container? No. Because
that’s impossible. A prime few of us
came from Jewett, and a prime few
of us still live up the lake, but we

CONGRATULATIONS
TO THE
2009 GRADS ON A
JOB WELL DONE!
Kaslo
Drugs
To the 2009 Grad
Class
We are so proud of
you!

Fern’s

Kaslo, BC

Teresa’s
Coffee Shop
To all the
2008 Graduates
Best Wishes for
a happy &
successful future!

Best wishes for
success to the Class of 2009!

Ronnie & Pauline
would like to
congratulate the
2009 Graduates.
Best
Wishes!

wouldn’t be the class we are now if
everyone hadn’t converged together
in grade eight.
Grade eight. The kindergarten of
high school. Holding hands took on
a whole new meaning. With greasy
hair and too many pencils we lay
siege on the seniors. Whereas grade
seven was the Goliath of all ability,
mental, physical and spiritual, grade
eight was a breeze. Then it was
an upwards trek till grade eleven.
Exams, maths, sciences, hit you in
the face for three years before you
got to slide down the slippery slope
of spares that is grade twelve – for
some of us at least. Those five years
sculpted personalities out of raw
ore and created 26 bright and eager
individuals.
Some of the things that people
know us for are odd, scintillating,
and even cliché. But they are things
that define who we are, there is no
way around it.
[Here, the Valedictorians said a
little something about every student
in the class. Unfortunately, we had
to edit for space.]
We know everyone so well in
fact that we could easily give you
a synopsis of the past 31 hours
everyone has just experienced,

Congratulations to our
2009 Grad class. We
wish
you all the best!

11
play by play, step by step, breath
by breath. But we won’t, because
that would take over an hour, and
I’m hungry.
One thing we will do now
however, is express to you all our
thanks. Thanks to our teachers,
friends, family, and community for
the everlasting support, love, and
memories that we will carry with us
through our entire lives. Kaslo is not
just a small town to grow up in, it is a
small town to make a life in. If it was
not for all of your help, it would not
have happened at all for us.
So, we, as the hottest bodied
grade twelves, bid you good night.
And remember, Carry on my
wayward Son, for there will be
peace when you are done.

Congratulations
from

Falkins Insurance
Kaslo

We wish the
Graduating Class of
2009 every success in
their future endeavours

CREDIT UNION
KASLO

Congratulations
from the Meadow
Creek Store!

General Delivery, Meadow Creek, BC
V0G 1N0

Kaslo Automotive
would like to
Congratulate the
class of 2009!
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Top row: Tim Tyers, Nicolas Gagnon-Blackburn, Cody Abbey, Chad Jones, Ben Davie, Noam Ironi, Morgan Mattes, Angus Collier; Middle row: Josh Sufady, Dustin Mellus, Ben Mitchell, Cody Bens, Robin Birkett,
Nick Jones, Brad Reimer, Mike Foster, Darren Dertell, Derek van Deursen; Front row: Kelley Humphries, Kiki Fox, Stevi Mihalynuk, Cheryl Rempel, Grace Carpenter, Kristy McConnel, Kristina Dixson, Alysa Addison

JV Humphries graduates a class of 26 exceptional young men and women
by Katrine Campbell
The auditorium of JV Humphries
School in Kaslo was full of proud

Our
congratulations
to the Grads of
2009!

parents, siblings and friends as 18
young men and eight young women
graduated from Grade 12.

Congratulations and
Best Wishes to the
Grad Class of 2009!
The

Clothes Hanger
441 Front Street
Kaslo, BC

More than just a health food store

We are proud of the
entire Graduating
Class of 2009
from the
Village Office,
Mayor,
Councillors
and Staff

(250) 353-9688
Congratulations
and best of
luck in your
future
endeavours!

KASLO

BUILDING SUPPLIES

Dawn Lang brought greetings
from the board of trustees of School
District #8. Guest speaker Steve
Anderson warned the grads they
were leaving the familiar cocoon
of Kaslo to make their marks on
the world.
After the diplomas and
scholarships were awarded, students
lit a candle for the class or program
that that meant the most to them, in
the hopes it would always be there
for future students.
Valedictorians: Cheryl Rempel,
Derek van Deursen
Scholarships, bursaries and

Way to go,
kids!
Willow Home Gallery
Kitchen • Bed • Bath • Walls
with Kootenay Artisans
429 Front Street, Kaslo 250-353-2257

awards:
Cody Abbey: Dinosaur Hockey
Club, Dallas Benwell Memorial,
Kaslo Old-Timers’ Hockey Club,
Village of Kaslo, Falcon Alumni
Alysa Addison: North Kootenay
Lake Arts and Heritage Council
Cody Bens: CUPE 768
Robin Birkett: Ernie Gare,
Dogwood District Authority,
Victorian Hospital Auxiliary, CUPE
768, Howard Green Memorial,
Geoffrey/Stuart Sinclair Memorial,
Selkirk College Entrance
Kristina Dixson: Farmers’
Institute, Eddie Allen, JVH PAC, JV
Humphries, Royal Canadian Legion
Ladies’ Auxiliary
Nicolas Gagnon-Blackburn:
Community Forest, Hewat Baker
Mattes
Kelley Humphries: Millennium
Excellence, Columbia Basin
Trust Youth Community Service,
Ernie Gare, Dogwood District
Authority, Kootenay Savings Credit
Union Champs, Royal Canadian
Legion, Kootenay Lake Teachers’
Association

Congratulations to
the Class of 2009!

Toll-free: 1-888-244-3977

Way to go,
Class of 2009!

250-353-7409

Dustin Mellus: Shelagh
Leathwood/Kathy Wynnychuck,
Kootenay Lake Principal’s and Viceprincipal’s, Aya Higashi
Kristy McConnel: West
Kootenay Toy Run Assoc., Georgia
Ethel McKeown, Royal Canadian
Legion, Howard Green Memorial,
Community Forest, Nelson Rotary
Club, Columbia Power Corporation
Bradley Reimer: Dogwood
Distric Authority, Alan Hoshizaki,
Inter-Church Council, McKinnon
Family Fund, Kootenay Savings
Credit Union, CUPE 768, St. Mark’s
Anglican Church
Cheryl Rempel: Ernie Gare,
Jennings Memorial, Howard Green
Memorial, Ted Hargreaves, Kaslo
Old Timers’ Hockey Club
Josh Sufady: Lakeside Learning
Centre, JVH PAC
Tim Tyers: Jennings Memorial,
North Kootenay Lake Arts &
Heritage Council, Jack McDowell
Memorial
Derek van Deursen: Kaslo
Jazz Etc. Society, Howard Green
Memorial, Barry Butler Memorial

Lardeau
Valley
Service

Congratulations
to Class of 2009

Congratulations
from
up the Lake
Eric’s Meat
Market
& Deli
“ Serving Kaslo and Area since 1942”

Congratulations &
best wishes to the
2009 Graduating
Class of J.V.
Humphries School!
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Front Row, L to R: Kyli Haugland, Ruth Fulmore, Chelsey Groffen, Bonnie McGinnis, Tiara Shaw, Jessica Morales, Carlee Hascarl, Amanda Buerge, Ali Spavor, Madison Beingessner, Kristin Sokoloski, Jaimee Hamling. Middle Row, L to R: Cody
D’Amico, Connor Southin, Jesse Cann, Alyshia Gustafson, Brenna Leitch, Hannah Holden, Leslie Graham, Kaitlyn Devlin, Lauren Scott, Whitney Esperson, Laura Cold, Jessica Harper, Keyly Davidson, Sara Doherty. Back Row, L to R: Brandon Wanstall,
Colby Tingstad, Jesse Grimm-Hornby, Alex Thorp, Gilbert Fulmore, Justin Detta, Cameron Carruthers, Joel Weatherhead, Eli Balske, Satoshi Yano, DJ Latham, Tanner Watson, Brad Dupuis, Brenden Reimer, Tosh Brinker, Bryar McQuair, Brandon Tait.

Nakusp Secondary School graduation ceremonies held on June 27
by Jan McMurray
Nakusp Secondary School graduates
had their day on June 27. Sue Paterson,
vice-principal, welcomed all to the
ceremonies. Kees van der Pol, principal,
let the grads know that this was his 26th
and final graduation ceremony before he
retires at the end of October. He shared
his life lessons with the class. Pattie
Adam, chair of the board of education,
and Walter Posnikoff, superintendent,
brought greetings and congratulations
from School District No. 10. Mayor
Hamling thanked the students for the
leadership they brought to the community.
Andrea Clark, grade 12 English teacher
and school counsellor, was chosen by the
class to introduce the graduates. In her
prefacing remarks, she made it clear that
the class of 2009 was her very favourite.
At the end of the introductions, the class
stood up and saluted Clark with a line from
the film Dead Poets Society: “O Captain,
my Captain!” bringing tears to her eyes.

Major Awards and Trophies:

Science Council of BC Achievement
Award: Brenna Leitch; Principal’s
Award: Hannah Holden, Brenna Leitch,
Jaimee Hamling, Leslie Graham, Kyli
Haugland, Kristin Sokoloski, Avery
Bremner; Student of the Year: Brenna
Leitch; Industrial Education Award:
Justin Detta; ‘Above and Beyond’Award
(most credits): Hannah Holden; Special
Achievement Award: Sara Doherty;
Glen Joseph Farrer Award: Bonnie

McGinnis; Senior Citizen of the Year:
Hannah Holden; Free Spirit Award:
Avery Bremner; Allan Taylor Award:
Satoshi Yano; Premier’s Citizenship
Recognition: Hannah Holden; Top Male
Athlete: Jesse Hornby; Top Female
Athlete: Brenna Leitch & Hannah Holden;
MVP Boys Basketball: Jesse Hornby;
MVP Girls Volleyball: Hannah Holden
& Brenna Leitch; MVP Boys Soccer
(Jim White Trophy): Jesse Hornby; MVP
Girls Soccer (Teanne Jones Trophy):
Brenna Leitch & Hannah Holden

Scholarships and Bursaries

Arrow Lakes Arts Council:
Avery Bremner; Kootenay Savings
Credit Union: Leslie Graham; Royal
Canadian Legion Branch No 20:
Madison Beingessner, Brenna Leitch,
Justin Detta, Joel Weatherhead, Brandon
Wanstall; Legion Ladies Auxiliary:
Jaimee Hamling; Royal Canadian
Legion Branch No 203 (Edgewood):
Kyli Haugland; School District No.
10 Scholarship: Jaimee Hamling,
Avery Bremner; Trustee Mission
Statement Award: Jaimee Hamling;
Harrison Company Law 12 Award:
Leslie Graham; Arrow Lakes Hospital
Foundation Scholarship: Brenna Leitch,
Amanda Buerge, Lauren Scott; Hospital
Employees Union Bursary: Amanda
Buerge; Hospital Auxiliary Bursary:
Carlee Hascarl & Amanda Buerge;
Selkirk College Board of Governors:
DJ Latham & Tiara Shaw; Joe Lee

Arrow Lakes
Teachers’
Association
Best in the Future and
Congratulations!

Global Gift
Discoveries

3 1 8 B ro a d w a y S t .

Best wishes to the
Nakusp
Graduating
Class of 2009

Inspiring Arts
& Crafts

Nakusp, BC

265-3288

Bursary (CUPE Local 2450): Amanda
Buerge; Goat Mountain School Bursary:
Cameron Carruthers; West Kootenay
Toy Run: Ruth Fulmore; Canadian
Mountain Holidays: Joel Weatherhead;
Graduation Essay Award: Alexandra
Spavor; Columbia Basin Trust: Hannah
Holden & Jaimee Hamling; Arrow
Lakes Teachers’ Association: Brenna
Leitch & Bonnie McGinnis; Columbia
Power Scholarship: Gilbert Fulmore;
Yellowhead Road and Bridge: Alyshia
Gustafson; Rotary Club of Nakusp:
Brenna Leitch; Katrine Conroy MLA
Bursary: Laura Cold-Royko; Music
Festival Award: Joel Weatherhead &
Satoshi Yano; Pastor’s Award: Jessica
Morales; Robyn Pazurik Memorial:
Satoshi Yano; Overwaitea: Alexandra
Spavor & Tosh Brinker; Soup du Jar
Award: Joel Weatherhead; Renewable
Resources Award: Joel Weatherhead;
Ron Aldridge Citizenship: Alyshia
Gustafson; Reunion ’80: Ruth Fulmore;
Class of ’94: Jaimee Hamling; Class
of ’95: Alexandra Spavor; Class of

’97: Jaimee Hamling; Class of 2000:
Bryar McQuair; Class of 2001: Hannah
Holden; Class of 2003: Hannah Holden;
Class of 2006: Tosh Brinker; Skills and
Trades Bursary: Bryar McQuair, Justin
Detta, Brenden Reimer; Jason Ambrock
Memorial: Satoshi Yano; Joan Fowler
Memorial: Jaimee Hamling; Sarah
Jackins Memorial: Ruth Fulmore; Sarah
Stykel Memorial: Satoshi Yano; Trinity
McQuair Memorial: Bryar McQuair;
Erling Johnson Memorial: Avery
Bremner; Vera Johnson Memorial:

Justin Detta; Arrow Lakes Historical
Society (Harry Murphy Memorial):
Jessica Morales; Debbie Samuelson
Memorial: Madison Beingessner; Donna
Wong Memorial: Jessica Harper; Janice
Buerge Memorial: Kristin Sokoloski;
Garth Haggart Memorial: Kyli
Haugland; Clark Kessler Memorial:
Conner Southin; Needles Reunion: Kyli
Haugland; Logging Bursary: Brandon
Wanstall & Kristin Sokoloski; Nakusp
Scholarship Society: Bonnie McGinnis,
Kyli Haugland, Leslie Graham.

Congratulations to
the Graduating
Class of 2009
from

Congratulations to the
Nakusp Secondary
graduating class from

Congratulations

Shaggyz
Hair Care

Selkirk
Realty
Nakusp

Tracy and staff would
like to congratulate
the 2009 Graduates.
Best Wishes!
92 Broadway

Nakusp
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Nakusp Secondary Valedictorian Speech
by Bryar McQuair and Satoshi Yano
Hello and welcome, ladies and
gentlemen, boys and girls, parents and
guardians, family members, guests and
other community members. Today’s
ceremonies would not be possible if it
weren’t for our parents, and not only for
the obvious reasons. Our parents and
guardians have put countless hours into
making this afternoon possible. They
really deserve a round of applause for
everything they have done for us over
the years.
Today we stand before you because
our peers elected us to give you a
valedictory address. We think we were
chosen mainly because we have spent

the last five years talking while everyone
else was learning, doing homework or
studying. This must have given them
the notion that we would be the most
qualified and capable people to give this
speech and put all the practice we have
at speaking to some good use.
High school was a lot of things for
me, but out of all those things I’d have
to say it was mainly a time to learn.
Throughout all my time at NSS, never
a block went by that I wasn’t met with
a smile from a teacher, ready to go. All
the teachers here were always so eager
to teach me some valuable skills or
give some needed information, even if
it wasn’t academically related. I think

Congratulations to
the 2009 Graduating
Class from

Best of luck in your
Future Endeavours!

BDO Dunwoody
Nakusp

Broadway Deli
Bistro

Congrats to the
2009 Grads

Congratulations
to the Class of 2009
Nakusp Valedictorians Bryar McQuair and Satoshi Yano

1st Avenue
Nakusp, BC

We wish the
graduating class
of 2009 all the best
in their future
endeavours.

It seems like future is coming at
us like a freight train, but that’s why
Ms. Clark has been hounding us to get
prepared since grade 8 so that we can
hop aboard that train and ride it out to
whatever end we set our minds to, even
if we have to bend the tracks to get there.
Coming of age… I believe that
there’s more of a meaning to the
definition than just the age and rights
of a person. I think that along with
the age come new opportunities, new
endeavours, and new responsibilities.
This very sudden change of pace is like
a new, exciting, and mysterious chapter
for the rest of our lives.

408 Broadway, Nakusp

consider a
career in forestry

NAKUSP

that sometimes we forget just how much
our teachers really did for us. Let’s have
a round of applause for all the staff of
Nakusp Secondary School.
I must say this is the most talented
class of graduates I have ever had the
honour to be part of, well the only class
of graduates I will be a part of. We are
such a tight knit group; we banded
together and made sure we all made
it to this point alive and in one piece.
It is too bad that we have come to
our crossroads after such a short time
together. I seriously think that you are
all in the presence of the future leaders
of the entire human race.

			

Congratulations
from

Congratulations
to all the Grads from
Broadway Street
Nakusp

Congratulations
to all the
2009 Graduates!
Broadway St. Nakusp

Best Wishes to
the 2009 Grads
from
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Congratulations
to the
Class of 2009
88 - 3rd Ave NW
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Nakusp

Best Wishes to the
2009 Grads from
Dr. DeSandoli and
staff at

“You’re a cut
above all the rest”

Cut Rite
Meats

SADDLE
MOUNTAIN
DENTAL CLINIC
84 Broadway

Nakusp

Broadway St
Nakusp
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Walking the halls on the last day it
was hard to process that it was just the
end of high school. It was only the end
of one chapter of our lives, setting us up
for the real world. It’s hard to see that
this has only been a small part, and that
we have many more chapters to add to
our stories. I think that the best years
of our lives are still to come. There
will be many challenges thrown at us,
and we must take those challenges so
that we can feel the rush of victory and
accomplishment.
Life is like an album, or string of
albums, and you’re the composer. Every
lyric, every riff or melody, signifies a
song to a different part of your life. With
youth come opportunities to write our
own story. There can be many songs
with very different genres, you can use
different instruments, and you can even
be part of an orchestra. A lot of kids our
age don’t realize how good we have it
to be as young as we are. Even though
we are coming of age, we’re still entirely
youthful. We can make countless
mistakes and still recover ourselves by
learning from and fixing them.
We are leaving now, well most of us,
to pursue a lifetime of achievements and
to change the world we know, hopefully
for the better. We are tomorrow’s doctors,
lawyers, businessmen, tradespeople and
teachers. So loved ones, don’t fret about
parting ways all that much because the
world would be a lot worse off without
us. I’ll steal a quote from Woody Allen
for my fellow grads: “We have just been
given a perfect world, don’t screw it up.”
So, ladies, gentlemen, boys, girls,
parents, guardians, family members,
guests, other community members, it is
coming to the dying end of our speech.
We thank you for your outstanding
audienceship. And also I thank you for
letting me imagine you all naked.
Here is to the graduating class of
2009!

IN NAKUSP

WOULD LIKE TO
CONGRATULATE
THE
GRADUATING
CLASS OF 2009!
Congrats to the
2009 Grads of
Nakusp
Secondary
School

212
Broadway
NAKUSP

Congratulations
graduates of 2009!
Best Wishes from
Warren, Deb and the
staff at

NAKUSP

AUTO PARTS

Good Luck to all the
grads of 2009!
Best wishes from Dr. Norm Lea,
Dr. Diana Kelland & Staff at

Saddle Mountain
Medical Clinic
Nakusp
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Nakusp council, June 23: Library annual report presented
by Art Joyce
• Evelyn Goodell and Paula Rogers
of the Nakusp Public Library appeared
as a delegation to present the library’s
annual report. Goodell said the library
is the twelfth facility in BC to adopt the
provincially integrated system known
as Evergreen, which allows patrons
to access materials online and will
enable the BC One Card program. The

LOMA
BUILDING
SUPPLIES

Nakusp, BC
250-265-3681
• LUMBER
• SIDING
• INSULATION
• ROOFING
• DRYWALL
• FLOORING
• HARDWARE
• GENERAL PAINT
• PLUMBING
• ELECTRICAL
• WOOD STOVES
• WINDOWS/DOORS
• SCAFFOLDING
• ENGINEERED FLOORS
• ROOF TRUSSES
• TOOL RENTALS
• AGRICULTURAL FEEDS
• GARDENING SUPPLIES
• GREENHOUSE
OPEN
7 am - 5:30 Weekdays
9 am - 5:00 Saturday

The Best Lumberyard
in the Kootenays
We deliver!

library also has a new website. Goodell
said the financial situation is “just into
the black each year,” and noted that
Nakusp Public Library at 64% exceeds
the provincial average of 50% for the
percentage of population who are library
cardholders. Its circulation at 11.6% per
capita is also higher than the provincial
average of 8.8% but full-time staff levels
are lower.
Councillor Mueller asked how
fundraising is doing for the elevator.
Rogers said the board is investigating a
lift as a cheaper option. Goodell added
that the problem remains that the library
doesn’t own the building, making many
grants inaccessible. “I think it’s going
to need a partnership with the Village.
This will be an increasing need.” Mayor
Hamling thanked the board for “doing a
great job in the community.”
• Councillor Joseph Hughes
reported that he is close to finishing a
poster for the hot springs outlining hours
and activities. In discussion council
asked if he felt a hot springs brochure
would be useful as well. He agreed to
investigate costs and return to council
with an estimate.
• Mayor Hamling and Councillor
Mueller attended a BC Hydro meeting
on boat ramp repair. BC Hydro will send
a geotech and engineers to Nakusp this
summer to examine the site and the ramp
and develop a plan for demolition and
reconstruction. For the new Burton boat
ramp, BC Hydro is currently working
with Integrated Land Management
Bureau (ILMB) for crown property
rights, the Ministry of Transportation
for a new highway exit, and permits
from the federal Department of Fisheries
and Oceans.
• Several items related to the hot
springs, including a new business plan,
were deferred to the July 2 committee
meeting. CAO Lafleur says they are now
using a reservation system for campers,
which is proving helpful for Music Fest
weekend.
• Mayor Hamling reported that the
Nakusp Senior Citizen’s Association has

decided not to pursue ownership of the
senior’s hall and has sent a cheque to
renew the lease for five years. Insurance
costs were said to be a deciding factor.
• Council voted not to register any
objection to the Area K OCP and zoning
amendment to Bylaw 1248 for Area K
rural land use.
• Council voted to support a grant
application for the new fire hall project;
application results should be available
by the end of July. There will be a
meeting with the Regional District prior
to renewal of the fire service contract to
discuss terms and the effect of a new fire
hall on taxation.
• Treasurer Richard Mahoney is
working on a tax comparison for the
proposed boundary expansion.
• Council agreed to write a letter of
support to the Nakusp Paddling Club for
a mapping project of Upper and Lower

Arrow Lakes. The project aims to create
four to six recreational maps geared
toward non-motorized water users.
• A motion was passed to allow the
Nakusp Farmer’s Market to be held on
Canada Day as well as the Sunday of
Nakusp Music Fest.
• Mayor Hamling reported on a
meeting with Western Pacific Marine,
contractors for Arrow Lakes ferry
services. The company plans to move
their offices from Revelstoke to Nakusp
by September. They want to use a
temporary building that doesn’t conform
to bylaws, with a 12- to 14-month grace
period for putting in a proper building.
A motion was passed to make approval
subject to council seeing construction
plans and subject to a strict timeline for
completion.
• Decision was deferred on a
Mountain Valley Farms application

for a licence to operate a horse-drawn
carriage. Councillor Leitch was
concerned that a slow-moving carriage
wouldn’t allow room for vehicles to
pass. Councillor Mueller wants to wait
for the RCMP and insurance company
responses.
• A request from Jeff Gelinas
to license a mobile hotdog vending
business was discussed; the mayor had
complaints from the RCMP about it
being on Leland Hotel property where
it keeps bar patrons there as late as 3 am,
creating noise and other issues. Council
voted to limit the vendor’s operating
hours at the Leland from 9 pm to 1 am
or restrict operations to the beach.
• Councillor Hughes asked council
to consider the possibility of moving
to all electronic minutes. Councillor
Mueller said staff at Creston found it
was a timesaver as well as saving paper.

by Jan McMurray
Nakusp’s ‘Caged Productions’ is
bringing another Mixed Martial Arts
event to Nakusp on July 4.
The evening’s entertainment
includes seven fights, all different
weight classes. The main event will
see Anderson Goncalves (rampage
Jackson’s juijitsu coach) face Nick
Hinchcliff (former king of the cage light
heavyweight champion).

“There are also lots of other great
fighters from all over BC and Alberta,
and one from California,” said Caged
Productions owner Hoss Cann. “This is
our fifth fight and by far our best line-up
ever.” Cann has put on events in Terrace
and Castlegar as well as Nakusp, and is
looking at bringing shows to Cranbrook
and Revelstoke. He has just purchased
his own cage, and this fight in Nakusp
will be the first time he uses it.

Local boy, Tristin Sinclair will be
fighting in this event. Sinclair has been
training in Brazilian Juijitsu in Calgary
with Anderson Goncalves, one of the
main event fighters.
Doors open at 6 pm and the fights
start at 7 pm. Beer gardens on the ice
surface. General admission in the stands
– any age welcome, ringside tickets
available. For info or advance tickets
call Hoss 250-265-3263.

Mixed Martial Arts event comes to Nakusp July 4

This cage will be used at Nakusp’s Mixed Martial Arts event on July 4. Here, it is set up for a juijitsu seminar that
recently took place in Nakusp.

Community Learning Garden completed
submitted
Edgewood Elementary School
has successfully completed its
Edgewood Community Learning
Garden.
With the help of students,
teachers and many community
volunteers, the empty edge of the
soccer field has been transformed
into a beautiful garden with two
maple trees, two linden trees, one
oak and many shrubs and perennials.
There are also two benches, made
by the students with community
member Louanne Flintoff.
Anita Vibe, EES teacher, said
that the students are very proud to
have helped make their own garden.
“They’ve started using the path

through the garden and are enjoying
the shade from the trees,” she said.
The school celebrated the grand
opening on June 15 with a ribbon
cutting, unveiling of a plaque and a
beautiful song sung by the students.
The project could not have
been completed without funding
from Columbia Basin Trust’s
Community Initiatives program,
the Province’s Trees for Tomorrow
program, community donations,
and help with fundraising from
the Southern Zone PAC. PAC also
helped to create the garden, as did
many community volunteers. The
Edgewood Community Learning
Garden is open to all community
members.

Odette’s Skin and Body Care
in Nakusp July 9 & 10
250-765-7892

email: odette.baumgartner@gmail.com
~ADVANCED SKIN CARE
~ESTHETICS SERVICES
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Kaslo council, June 23: More opposition to marina proposal
by Jan McMurray
• Council received eight pieces
of correspondence from residents
opposed to a marina adjacent
to Kaslo Bay. The Village will
respond to the letters, informing that
council has decided not to provide
a letter of support for the proposed
development.
Once Kaslo Bay Developments
submits an application to the Province
(Integrated Land Management
Bureau) for the boathouses, the
public will have a chance to comment
on the proposal. It will be ILMB, not
council, that makes the decision on
the application. Council’s position,
along with public comments and
other considerations, will be part of
ILMB’s decision-making process.
• Council received a letter from
Rob Zilkie and Wanda Turner with
their concerns about the Kaslo Bay
Estates development, including lack
of public consultation before the
project was allowed to proceed, the
lack of enforcement of the Village
noise bylaw (construction work
continues from 7 am to 8 pm, 7
days a week at times) and building
bylaw (height of building had to be
reduced), and the duration of the
project. The Village will write back
to advise them that the municipality
does its best to enforce bylaws within
its available resources, that penalties
under the Noise Abatement Bylaw
will be reviewed, and that Kaslo
Bay Park maintenance will continue.
They will be invited to review the
existing Official Community Plan,
and to bring their concerns to the
OCP Citizens Advisory Committee.
• A review of Noise Abatement
Bylaw penalties was referred to the
Municipal Services Committee for
review.
• Mayor Lay, Director Shadrack
and Fire Chief Larry Badry have been
discussing improving firefighting
capabilities within the Kaslo Fire
District by installing water tanks at
strategic locations in Shutty Bench,
the back road and near the Candle
Factory. Council will provide a
letter of support to Shadrack for the
RDCK funding request to assist with
this project.
• A letter from a resident unhappy
with “the rock pile” in Kaslo Bay
across from the cenotaph and with
KSCU’s new façade urges council
to move forward with the OCP and
regulations around development.
She will be advised that the
KSCU application for a Heritage
Development Permit was accepted
as an improvement to the previous
design, and that the Village has few
controls beyond the Land Use Bylaw
for controlling the appearance of
private property.
• The Village will arrange for an
inspection of the Kaslo River dike
with the Ministry of Environment
and Public Works Foreman Glen
Walker.
• The final Kaslo Community
Tourism Plan was received. The plan
was developed under Tourism BC’s
Community Tourism Foundations
program, with a local working group.
The plan includes a vision for tourism
in Kaslo, an analysis of Kaslo’s
strengths, weaknesses, opportunities
and threats, and marketing strategies.
• The Village received a copy

of a letter from Jeff Mattes of
Progressive Forest Management
Ltd. to the Ministry of Forests and
Range. The letter advises that due
to potential conflict of interest, Greg
Lay will not be associated with the
company’s future fuel management
or other projects funded by the Job
Opportunities program. “We have
determined that it is in the best
interests of Greg, as the Mayor of
Kaslo, that he disassociates himself
from these projects so that he can
focus on his duties as Mayor and
other professional relationships.”
• Council received an
email from Bruce Letvak of the
Ministry of Environment about the
hydrometric station on Kaslo River
below Kemp Creek. Letvak says
he understands that David Paul of
Water Survey of Canada showed
Village representatives the station,
and there is interest in having the
station upgraded to provide real time
data. Administration was directed
to pursue this further, and it was
referred to the Municipal Services
Committee.
• The Village will provide a
letter of support to the Chamber of
Commerce for a grant application
for May Days 2010, and to Kaslo
Loggers Sports for their entry into a
contest to win $25,000.
• A letter from Force Four
Entertainment in Vancouver asks
if Kaslo might be interested in
being featured in a television show
called ‘Village on a Diet,’ where
the whole community goes on a
three-month diet together and learns
about fitness, eating right and healthy
living. The Village will write back
to say that Kaslo cannot participate
right now, but would be pleased to
be considered for their second TV
season.
• A letter from the Jazz Etc.
Society asks for the use of the City
Hall top floor courtroom for the
Masters Trumpet workshop during

the jazz festival. The request was
turned down, due to existing policy
and noise concerns. Councillors
Cormie and Frary were opposed to
the motion to turn down the request.
• The Kaslo Fire Department
was granted the use of Vimy Park
for Canada Day celebrations.
• The meeting with YRB
regarding the gravel pit was held
June 16 and resulted in a five-year
agreement with the following key
points: Kaslo will continue to obtain
free winter sand from YRB, with a
150m3 cap annually and free use of
YRB’s loader; YRB will pay the
Village $2/m3 for crush; a total of
20,000m3 of material can be removed
over the five years; non-exclusive use
of the pit; gravel stocks by multiple
users are to be kept separated;
private sales of gravel by YRB are
permitted; sufficient advance notice
to the Village of operation in the pit.
YRB has cancelled the invoice for
past winter sand in the amount of
$41,580.
• Several changes were made to
the lease with the golf club, including
a requirement for prior consent of the
lessor before cutting any live timber
or standing trees.
• Ramona Faust, from North
Kootenay Lake Community
Services Society, attended the June
15 Municipal Services Committee
meeting as a delegation to speak
about the community garden. She
said that NKLCSS is not actively
managing the garden and does not
want to. They have a system of
waivers and list of requirements for
the garden society. She stated no
insurer will provide a subrogtation
waiver, and suggested the space be
dedicated as a park for the purpose
of food production. The garden
society was to be invited to the next
committee meeting.
• Faust also reported that
NKLCSS has been funded by the
Community Fund of North Kootenay

by Jan McMurray
Kaslo’s new transit bus was
delivered June 25 and is now in service.
The brand new bus is equipped
with a wheelchair lift, a fold-down step,
and a bicycle rack for two bikes. The
maximum capacity of the Ford Polar
bus is 20 passengers, with the ability to
safely transport four wheelchairs.
“The newer, more efficient bus will
be able to accommodate those who want
to use their bicycles at their destination
while expanding upon its capability to
serve mobility‐challenged individuals
– all of which amounts to an exciting
opportunity for us to work on reducing
our community’s carbon footprint,” said
Kaslo Mayor Greg Lay.

The bus, purchased for $180,000,
is cost‐shared between the Regional
District, the Village of Kaslo, and BC
Transit, and will be paid over the next
five years. The local share, split 7030 between the RDCK and Kaslo, is
$15,592 per year.
The bus was not scheduled to be
replaced for another year yet, so was
not budgeted for this year. To address
this, Area D Director Andy Shadrack
will contribute a one-time grant through
the Community Works (gas tax) Fund.
For more information on the transit
system visit BC Transit online at www.
bctransit.com, call the Information Line
at 1‐877‐843‐2877 or pick up the latest
Rider’s Guide.

Kaslo gets new transit bus

Kaslo’s new bus is welcomed by Gregg Davidson (operator), Greg Lay (Mayor
of Kaslo), Gary Wright (Chair, RDCK), and Andy Shadrack (Director, Area D).
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Lake for the Kaslo Food Hub project
and is seeking further funding.
Council will provide a letter of
support.
• Gas tax funding will be used
to match a Heritage Legacy grant of
$25,000 for refurbishing Village Hall
windows and doors.
• Staff was directed to write
Terms of Reference for a Community
Capacity Building Coordinator
prior to the next Citizens Advisory
Committee meeting.
• The re-location of Village
offices to the Kemball Memorial
Centre was referred to the Building
Management Select Committee
for information. The Building
Management Select Committee
will be requested to investigate the
cost of relocation of Village offices
either into the Government Agent’s
office or other empty offices in the
building.
• The Municipal Services
Committee will review the terms
of reference for the City Hall
Conservation Committee.
• Councillor Frary reported
on his attendance at a Nakusp
affordable housing workshop, the
award of a partial grant for the Kaslo
project to the North Kootenay Lake
Community Services Society, pursuit
of non-market and separate seniors
housing by the Kaslo Housing
Society, and the need for a supportive
OCP.
• Mayor Lay reported on workshops
he attended at the FCM Conference,
including GMEF and brownfields,
community energy systems, livable
communities, municipal finance and
intergovernmental communication,
affordable housing, the rural forum,
and continued downloading by senior
government and consequent loss of
service.
• Councillor Hewat expressed
disappointment at the lack of interest
in the Invest Kootenay presentation.
The June Chamber meeting is
postponed until July, and all have
been advised of the meeting with
Katimavik on June 25.

• Administration was directed
to pursue a foreshore lease for the
municipality on former water lot
16181.
• Mayor Lay was authorized to
send a thank you to the Southeast
Fire Centre for its quick action on
a lightening strike fire on True Blue
Mountain on June 12.
• Carol Hughes was authorized to
attend a Carbon Inventory Learning
Session in Nelson on June 25, with
expenses paid pursuant to municipal
policy.
• The following Spring recreation
grants were awarded: Kaslo & Area
Youth Council $750; Kaslo Curling
Club $400; Golden Hawks $400;
Kaslo Riding Club $500; Kaslo Minor
Hockey $250; Periwinkle Preschool
$250; Kaslo & District Library
$100; Kaslo Singing Grannies $200;
NKLCSS YACK $450.

Thank you
Valley Voice

served from
7 am to 1 pm

The only newspaper that
tells us what is going on in
the Kaslo area. The only
newspaper that gives us a
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Voices from the Valleys.
Paid advertisement by Jane Lynch
in support of the Valley Voice

Real Estate in Kaslo and
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BC Hydro holds operations update meeting in Meadow Creek
by Jan McMurray
BC Hydro representatives came
to Meadow Creek on June 17 for the
annual ‘operations update’ meeting.
The meeting, held over the lunch
hour, was very poorly attended. BC
Hydro reps took note of comments
that an evening meeting might have a
better turnout.
Questions from community
members revolved around the Glacier/
Howser independent power project.
One man wanted to know why private
companies, rather than BC Hydro,
were developing these projects. Kelvin

WOOD PRESERVERS LTD.

BUYERS OF CEDAR
& PINE POLES
Mike Casey cell 344-8477
Offering planning, management
and sales for Woodlot Licences
and Private Land Owners.
P.O. Box 4,
Brisco, B.C. V0A 1B0

Phone (250) 346-3315
Fax (250) 346-3218

TOLL FREE 1-866-346-3315

Ketchum, BC Hydro rep, said it was
a political decision and was now
government policy.
The question of power generation
at Duncan Dam came up. The Duncan
Dam operates solely for flood control,
and people frequently ask why power
is not being generated there. Ketchum
explained that it would be very
expensive to hook up a generator at
Duncan because transmission lines in
the area would have to be upgraded in
order to handle the extra power. “We
did a study 15 years ago and it is well
off the table in terms of feasibility,”
he said. However, he said that if the
Glacier/Howser IPP is built, there
would possibly be an opportunity for a
generator at Duncan to connect to the
IPP’s transmission line.
One man said he felt that BC Hydro
was not contributing very much to the
area, and pointed out that the proposed
Glacier/Howser IPP would be paying
$1.2 million in taxes, $740,000 of
which would go to the RDCK. Area
D could see about $326,000 of the
RDCK’s share. The company proposing
the project has also promised $50,000
per year for community projects in the
Meadow Creek area. Ketchum said that
BC Hydro does not pay taxes, but rather
grants-in-lieu of taxes, and no one knew
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and new & used CDs
Your source for new & used CDs
Plus a good selection of vintage vinyl
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how much that was off the top of their
heads. The Thompson / Okanagan /
Columbia region sees $125,000 per year
in sponsorships and donations from BC
Hydro. Ketchum added that BC Hydro
contributed to the construction of the
Lardeau Valley Hall in Meadow Creek.
The mosquito program was
mentioned. A BC Hydro rep said they
were doing a study to determine the
effectiveness of mosquito programs.
Once that is done, he said BC Hydro
would be looking at contributing to
the Area D program. “We know that is
Director Shadrack’s desire.”
The Duncan reservoir is expected
to reach full pool (1892’) soon after
the end of July this year. Hydro aims
to reach the lowest level (1794.2’) on
May 1 every year, but with the late
freshet this year, the dam released
to the minimum level on May 24.
Ketchum explained that they had gotten
temporary variances from the US on

water levels in February, from 1807.7’
to 1812.5’, for fish protection. He said
the additional storage helps to maintain
a minimum flow in the Duncan River
in March/April for incubation of fish
eggs. BC Hydro has now applied for a
permanent variance.
Ketchum said he was confident
there would not be any flooding on
Kootenay Lake this year. The peak level
of 1747’ was reached June 6, and Hydro
feels this is 2-3’ below flooding levels.
This is one of the drier years on
record, with the runoff forecast for the
Columbia Basin at 15% below normal.
Ketchum explained that Powerex
buys and/or sells market electricity
on behalf of BC Hydro in every hour
of every day in order to make money
and keep costs down for consumers. In
eight of the last nine years, BC Hydro
has been a net importer of power. “Part
of that is we have had some low water
years since 2000,” he said. However,

this year, Hydro is predicting lower
purchase amounts, due to healthy
reservoirs, IPP energy coming online,
and a slower growth in demand – people
are conserving more. He said that in
the next two years, we may be back
into a balance situation. Check out
BC Hydro’s PowerSmart program for
information about energy conservation.
Finally, Ketchum spoke about the
Columbia River Treaty, prompted by a
huge flood in 1948 that caused damage
in Castlegar and Trail, and virtually
wiped out Portland, Oregon. The
treaty sets out the Canada / US joint
management of the Columbia River.
The treaty can be terminated in 2024
with 10 years notice, so the Province is
leading a review of the treaty. BC Hydro
and the Columbia Basin Trust are on
the steering committee. Ketchum said
the review was in its beginning stages,
and would likely be more visible early
next year.

submitted
Jim Lawrence is one of the
Kootenay region’s most talented
wildlife photographers and next week
he will launch an exclusive showing
of his work at Nelson’s Elephant
Mountain Gallery. The wine and
cheese party will begin at 6 pm on
Friday, July 3 and will include a meet
and greet with the gifted photographer
himself.

Jim has lived on and off in the
beautiful Lardeau Valley, north of
Kaslo, for the past 59 years, and in
that time has ventured into some
of the wildest landscapes on earth.
He has photographed many species
of wildlife from grizzly bears and
mountain caribou to rainbow trout
and delicate woodland star flowers. “I
spend many hours in the backcountry
waiting for wildlife and birds to feel

submitted
Do you want to see the Kaslo
Jazz Etc. Festival (KJES) this year
and save a few bucks? – or are you a
career festival volunteer? Either way
KJES would love to hear from you.
The society is looking for volunteers
for all its festival staff positions.
By volunteering for the festival
you will meet new people from all
over the world, see the festival for
free, and receive a ‘vollie’ T-shirt
–yours to keep and to wear proudly.
As well, you are invited to attend the
‘vollie party’ Monday evening with

entertainment and refreshments.
The festival dates are July 31,
August 1 and 2. This year’s lineup
boasts great names such as Richie
Havens, Five Alarm Funk, Brad
Turner, Bill Evans, Canefire, le Fuzz,
John Lee Sanders, and many more.
The Friday night concert features
Blackie & the Rodeo Kings and
Ridley Bent.
For more information on the
festival or to volunteer please go
to www.kaslojazzfest.com. To
purchase tickets call 250-353-7548
or the website to purchase online.

submitted
Students who want to make a
positive difference in the world may
be interested in registering for the West
Kootenay Red Cross Symposium 4
Youth at the Mir Centre in Castlegar
this summer.
On August 21, 25 students aged
13-17 from across the West Kootenays
will connect at the symposium. Students
will learn about Red Cross humanitarian
issues and develop leadership skills
through interactive workshops and
simulations facilitated by college and
university students. The workshops and

simulations will include land mines,
refugees, and children in armed conflict.
Using Red Cross resources
students will learn how to start their
own local/global issues club in their
school or community, learn skills to
work effectively in a group and how
to put their project ideas into action.
Registration fee is $15, which includes
lunch, and snacks throughout the day.
Registration is open until July 22, 2009.
To receive a registration form or if
you have any questions please contact
Katelyn at katelyn.jmaeff@redcross.ca
or call 250-365-3911.

comfortable enough in my presence
for photographic art to be made,” he
says. “It remains forever an honour
to be granted observation privileges
over an animal’s life.”
Melissa Welsh, co-owner of
Elephant Mountain Gallery and a
professional photographer herself,
is excited for Jim’s upcoming show.
“The reason I called Jim initially is
because we had many people come
into the gallery asking if we carried
any of his images and when I finally
saw samples of his work I was simply
blown away. I know the talent and
patience required to capture these
types of images and Jim is, in my
mind, a master.”
Inspired by such photographic
masters as Yousuf Karsh and Dorothea
Lange, as well as a two-week trip
along a remote trapline at the age of
13, Jim has spent his life capturing
the hidden mystery and magic in
nature on film. And he, in turn, has
inspired a new generation of outdoor
photographers. “For those who want
to photograph wildlife, it’s important
to learn beforehand all you can about
the subject,” he suggests. “Respect
their intelligence. If you think you
have them outwitted, chances are
they’re just ignoring you. Always be
prepared for that magical moment.”
Everyone is invited to Jim’s
launch party at Elephant Mountain
Gallery, 535 Baker Street in Nelson
on Friday, July 3, 2009 starting at
6 pm.
For more information contact
M e l i s s a We l s h a t E l e p h a n t
Mountain Gallery, 250-352-0921,
info@melissawelsh.com or Jim
Lawrence at 250-366-4649, jim@
kootenayreflections.com

submitted
Love to dance? Love highenergy world-fusion? Then get ready
for July 22, when Cumako hits the
stage at the Silverton Memorial Hall
at 9 pm.
The band fuses Latin with Jazz,
African and other ethnic influences
into a danceable upbeat sound that
owes a lot to the diverse musical
biographies of its members. It
begins with the aggressively tight
percussion section of Luis ‘el Pana’
and Ruben Bocaranda who play

Venezuelan percussion and modern
drums, anchored by the bass lines of
Canadian born Mark Johnson and a
strong horn presence of Japanese Ai
Hagiwara on flute. Mexican Oscar
Coronado is on trumpet and vocals
and Bolivian Steve “Jose’ Williams
on sax/clarinet.
Cumako came together and
quickly recorded their debut album
‘No Borders’ in 2008. The album is
in regular rotation on many radio
stations, and continuously charts
on CKUA in the Top 10. The band

recently won the contest for the
Special Olympics theme song.
Experience their interactive
concert and you will begin to
appreciate their unique sound as
each show is a spiritual undertaking
that elevates the consciousness of
the audience. Don’t miss this rare
opportunity to see a world-class
performance! Check them out online
at: www.cumakoband.com or www.
myspace.com/cumako For more
information, call Aiko at 250-3582820.

Lardeau Valley wildlife photographer to exhibit in Nelson

Kaslo Jazz looking for volunteers

Red Cross offers youth symposium

Silverton Hall hosts high-energy world-fusion band
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Get Outta Town
with
Peter
Roulston

Revisiting the
Slocan River

The three ways to travel down
the Slocan Valley are by highway,

Gardening tips
with Lawns to
Gardens

by Owain Nicholson
In this column, we are following
the work of the Kaslo area’s Lawns
to Gardens team as they turn two
lawns into gardens this season. The
column is a collaborative effort
between Jen Sibley, Lawns to
Gardens coordinator, and the Valley
Voice. Kaslo’s Lawns to Gardens
program is funded by Environment
Canada’s Eco-Action Community
Funding Program.
With summer in full swing, it
is time to nurture those gardens –
which is a more inspirational way to
say ‘weed’ those gardens!
Now that Kaslo’s Lawns to
Gardens team has created and planted
gardens over at Carmen Weaver’s
and the Willott’s, weeding and
watering will be the main activities.
At Carmen’s place, the team laid
landscape fabric over the entire front

Financial
Forum
with Tim
Affolter

Is it time to
lock-in the
mortgage?

If you have a variable mortgage
that fluctuates with the bank prime
rate, the time may be here to
consider locking in some or all of
your borrowing.
Significant borrowing by global
governments, and upcoming budget
deficits taken on in order to stimulate
the economy, have created upward
pressure on long-term government
bond interest rates. These bonds are
tied closely to long-term mortgage
rates. Also, the stimulus spending
that is going on will almost certainly
cause a spike in inflation in a year
or two (we have mentioned this in
the past).
Although governments and
global organizations apparently
have a plan to remove the stimulus
money when the global economy
recovers, it remains to be seen just
how successful they are at this game
of ‘fiscal chicken.’ Remember that,
although the talk is confident, we
are in the midst of a global financial
crisis which is unprecedented in
modern economic times. This
means that policymakers are feeling
their way, guided by principles
which should work in theory, but
in reality have never been tested
in these circumstances. Therefore,
the risk of an unexpected upset

rail trail or river – and I guess
airplane as well, if you are so
connected. Sunday, June 21 was
the longest day of the year, Father’s
Day, Free Fishing Day, Aboriginal
Day, My Birthday and also a real
nice day for weather so I decided to
float on down a chunk of the river.
The section of the river from
Slocan City to Lemon Creek is safe,
and particularly safe is the famous
annual ‘poker float’ section from
the Perry’s Back Road bridge down

to the Winlaw Bridge. I’ve done
the entire river a couple of times in
September at low water, but at this
high-volume, fast water season I feel
better in the milder flows.
So I motored to Slocan City first
for breakfast, as is my tradition, and
also to deliver a couple of repaired
bicycles. Then I continued to Perry’s
Back Road where I locked the
kayak to a signpost and then drove
to Winlaw to leave the truck in the
rail trail lot down by the river across

yard and built eight garden boxes on
top. The boxes, 3 feet wide by 5 feet
long by 20 inches high, were treated
with Lifetime Wood Preservative
from Kaslo Building Supplies. This
wood preservative is non-toxic and
eco-friendly – more information can
be found at www.valhalco.com.
The boxes were filled with soil
and compost, and planted with
potatoes, onions, squash starts, bush
peas, dried beans, and a variety of
greens. Several native berry bushes
were planted next to the boxes.
Because Carmen’s garden
was planted in mid-June – a later
than ideal start – the team planted
vegetables with a shorter growing
season (peas, beans and greens).
The potatoes, onions, and squash
have a longer growing season, so
Carmen’s will likely not grow to full
size. However, they will be great in
soups, and can be used as seeds for
next season.
At the Willott’s, the beans,
onions, potatoes, wheat and squash
are poking their heads out of the

ground. So are the weeds.
The Willott’s garden space was
full of grass when it was rototilled.
Ideally, the space would have been
covered for a year with landscape
fabric or recycled lumber tarps,
or the grass scraped off before
rototilling. Because the team took
this shortcut and rototilled the grass
in, they will have to be vigilant with
mulching and weeding.
Typically, there are more weeds
in the first years of a new garden.
The trick is to get them before they
go to seed. A hoe works well to get
in under the roots (try and get the
taproot) and pull them up.
The team will be mulching the
garden pathways with newspaper
and then straw to help with weed
control and water retention.
A watering system has been
set up at the Willott’s – more on
watering in next month’s column.
TIP: Kaslo Building Supplies
has a great variety of garden tools,
including gloves, to help you keep
your weeds under control.

remains high.
If the economy remains
stagnant, but inflation rises (a
condition called ‘stagflation’), we
may see the prime rate remain
low despite the inflation bump.
So, we shouldn’t assume that
just because we hit an inflation
bump next year, central banks will
drive short-term interest rates up
in response. The central bankers
have made it very clear that they
will maintain policies that will
accommodate economic growth
as long as is necessary to rekindle
global trade and productivity. The
central lending rate is one tool they
can use to fight inflation, but not the
only tool. For those with mortgage
rates tied to prime, therefore, the
rates may remain low.
But there is a significant risk
that all the government spending
will over-ignite some economies,
and the central banks will need to
reduce access to new money to quell
the spending. One way to do this is
to make new and current borrowing
more expensive by raising the
central bank rate and bank prime
rises along with it. This would cause
variable-rate mortgages to become
more expensive to service. If the
inflation takes too long to bring
under control, the prime rate could
remain high for a number of years.
All of this is leading me to
advise clients that it might be time
to consider locking in some or all
of their mortgage borrowing. If you
are financially conservative and
don’t mind paying an ‘insurance
premium’ to keep your payments
level and cash flow predictable, you
should probably consider it. Another
reason to lock-in would be if your

cash flow couldn’t handle a bump
of 50%-100% in your mortgage
interest costs. This is precisely the
kind of problem that caused the
whole sub-prime meltdown in the
first place. A predictable mortgage
payment can also provide for much
more restful sleeps!
On the other hand, if you are
aggressive with your financial
management, and especially if your
mortgage payment is a relatively
small part of your cash flow, you
should probably remain with the
variable rate. If you keep your cash
flow and mortgage payment the
same, the lower interest payment
will pay down the principal on your
mortgage faster.
In either case, don’t lock-in
ALL of your borrowing. There are
definite advantages to those flexible
mortgages that are a locked-in
mortgage plus a Line of Credit
combined. This type of financing
means that you don’t keep money
in a chequing account or savings
account as long as you have that
debt outstanding. All of your cash
flow should cycle through your
LOC by depositing your paycheque
directly to it, then spending from it.
This way, all of your available cash
is at work reducing your interest
charges and therefore, saving you
money.
If you have questions about
your particular situation, feel free
to drop us an email or call us at
the Affolter Financial Group. As
financial planners, this is the kind
of decision with which we can help.
Tim Affolter CFP CLU ChFC is
a Chartered Financial Consultant
with his company The Affolter
Financial Group Inc. in Castlegar.
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from the school. Walked out to the
highway with my paddling gear and
was pleased (relieved) to quickly get
a ride after five minutes of hitching
near the store. Lisa and her daughter
from Rossland were en route to
kayak up the lake and very kindly
took me right to the bridge at Perry’s.
With effort you can paddle
upstream if you need to, but the
smooth flow south is what you
want to get into, and immediately
I was silently floating along at a
slow jogging rate, only paddling
a little to correct course now and
then. This portion of the river will
become a floating casino of sorts
in a few weeks when Craig and
the local gang arrange the Rec
Commission’s annual poker float,
which is basically a comical flotilla
of silly people bobbing down the
river to collect poker cards and
win fabulous prizes, but mainly to
have tons of goofy summer fun on
the river.
However, Sunday June 21 was
totally quiet with no other kayaks,
tubes or canoes in evidence and
not even much happening on shore.
High water here is good because
some of this water is pretty slow
in August and as the river level
drops you see less shoreline above
the banks and some of the neat
backwaters get too shallow to
enter. I saw several different deer
gambolling (not gambling) along the
shoreline in the lush wet meadows
and one deer was doing a real mud
stomp session in a soggy little inlet.
After more than an hour of lazy
paddling and poking around I came
past some dense forest to see the
Winlaw Nature Park, where three
little girls were gambolling around
in some mud like the deer had been,
while the parents and a grandfather
stood by on the grass, enjoying a
little Father’s Day picnic. Talked a
little river and valley with these nice
people, who have recently moved
from Kelowna and are doing a farm
lifestyle along the river. Winlaw
Nature Park is worth visiting with
its extensive boardwalks through
natural habitats, and can be reached
from the west side road.
From here the current speeds
up a notch and you absolutely must
prepare to pull out to your left side
as you come in sight of Winlaw’s
bridge. From here there’s about a

kilometre of rapids that can be fun
if you’re good – and I’m not – so
I backpaddled steadily and eased
over to the bank to load out and
made a short portage to the parking
lot. Nice thing about ending up in
Winlaw is that you can find two great
restaurants, a store with food, beer
and gas, and a great bakery nearby!
Later in summer when the
water’s lower and warmer, I’m
more inclined to paddle, wade
and swim in the rest of the river,
mindful of rapids at Lemon Creek,
Winlaw, Slocan Park and Crescent
Valley. There are maps and websites
that detail the whole 60-odd km of
river and at least three commercial
operators who offer great kayak,
tubing and rafting adventures.
Having the highway nearby down
the entire valley is a big help and
you can ride the bus as well if you
have just a little paddling gear.
Hmmm…some kayak racks would
be nice, though.
Visit the river this summer,
whether you admire it from one of
the many bridges or from the rail
trail or roadside. Even better, get
out on it, but do your homework
first to be safe.
Peter Roulston owns the Bicycle
Hospital in New Denver and is still
accepting any late birthday gifts.
250-358-2133

Kaslo Building
Supplies
For all of your gardening
needs – we help build
gardens too

Mon - Sat – 8 am - 5 pm
6521 Highway 31 • Kaslo

Phone: 353-7628
Fax: 353-7740
www.kaslobuilding.com
kaslo.building@telus.net

WHAT’S UP WITH THE NOISE?

When your bicycle makes more noise than you do, then it’s
time to get things looked at.
Those annoying squeaks, creaks, clunks, thunks and rattles
can slow you way down and can cause long-term damage.
Spend some quality quiet time with your bike after a visit
to my shop.
Sales, repairs, tuneups parts and accessories, too.

For Clients Who Appreciate...

Serious Planning... Serious Advice...
Serious Results...
Collin Ludwar - B.Comm, CFP
Debbie Pereversoff - CFP, CSA
Tim Affolter - CFP, FDS, CLU, ChFC
Financial Planners with
Assante Financial Management Ltd.
www.affolterfinancial.com

1127 4th St. Castlegar, BC 1-888-365-4888 • 365-2345
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Automotive

H AV E
YOU
UN-MET
TRANSPORTATION NEEDS? Kaslo
Branch, Nelson Carshare Co-op is your
answer. Free gas, insurance, repairs &
vehicle replacement. Info 250-509-2002
or www.nelsoncar.com.
1973 Camperized Chev Van
automatic, 350 V8, many upgrades only
83,000 miles. Great summer getaway. $800
obo. 250-354-4559 / 250-352-0909.
21’ 1979 BENDIX MOTORHOME,
new rugs and upholstery, large fridge and
microwave, sleeps six. $5,000. 250- 2654682.

Business Opportunities

WANT TO START YOUR OWN
BUSINESS? Community Futures
offers business counselling and start-up
information. Appointments available in
Nakusp and New Denver. Contact Farhana
Dumont at 265-3674, ext. 205 or email
nakusp@futures.bc.ca.

Call for entries

THE ALFA GUILD GALLERY is putting
out a call for entries for their Local Focus
show. Area artists are encouraged to submit
up to 3 pieces of new work, ready to hang.
You may drop off your work on Mon.
July 13 between 9 am and 12 noon at 311
Broadway, Nakusp (the Selkirk College
building). At this time we will also be
accepting works for the Silent Miniature
Art Auction.

Card of Thanks

THE WHOLE SCHOOL would like to
show their appreciation to the following
businesses for their kind donations to our
Spring Market. Fun was had by all thanks
to: Extra Foods, Nelson; Canadian Super
Store; Safeway, Nelson; Kootenay Co-op,
Kootenay Baker, Evergreen, Legendary
Meats, Gaia Tree, Fomi’s Bakery and to all
the vendors for donating to out penny raffle.

Coming events

NEW DENVER FRIDAY MARKET
happens every Friday, June through September,
10 am to 2 pm. Locally grown produce, flowers
and herbs with a unique selection of Kootenay
artisans wares. Info: 250-358-7733.

WINLAW FARMERS’ MARKET,
Sundays 10 – 2. Opens May 31. Vendors
wanted, call Kim 226-7862 or Sam 2266942.
NEW DENVER STREET FAIR, ninth
annual, Sunday July 26, 8 am – 3 pm, Main
St., New Denver. For space rental contact
Joan 250-352-3788.
IN CELEBRATION OF THERESA
AND WAYNE GEROW’S 50th wedding
anniversary, we invite friends, neighbours
and community members to gather on July
3, 2009 from 1pm to 4 pm at the Silverton
Gallery. Please join us for this happy event,
and let your attendance be your gift!
YOU ARE INVITED to a House Concert
at Heart’s Rest Retreat (6912 Hwy. 6 - home
of Therese DesChamp and George Meier)
on Sunday July 5, 8-11:00 PM. Music
featuring Harmony Lips, DMTrio, and
Music From Another Room. Beverages and
treats by Moonfire Catering. Admission $20
(sliding scale for the financially challenged)
at the door. Questions? email to: mainline@
redmtn.ca.
HIDDEN GARDEN GALLERY – Deb
Borsos’ “Art of Philately” pastels, July
1-6, opening July 1, noon-5, music Pat
Henman. Terry Greenhough, “Escape to the
Landscape,” July 8-13, opening July 9, 7-9,
music Patrick Sean Earl. Refreshments and
artists at both openings.
NELSON ARTWALK OPENING NIGHT
RECEPTIONS Friday, July 3rd 6:00 - 9:00
pm. Come celebrate local art while enjoying
live entertainment and refreshments. www.
ndac.ca.
H I D D E N G A R D E N G A L L E RY
presents BLUE: A photographic exhibit by
Patrizia Menton. July 15 to 20. Reception
Wednesday July 15, 7 pm. Music by
Howard Bearham and friends.
SUNDAY, JULY 5, 7 am. Slaughtering
Chickens with Lorna Burns. Vallican
Whole. Bring your own chicken (if possible)
and good knives. 226-7957. $15/1, $25/2.
ViSTA (Valhalla School of
Theatre Arts) is a fun summer
drama program for children ages 8-13.
Our ViSTA instructors have outstanding
skills and experience in working with
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children and youth in the theatre. Choose
from two locations: Silverton, July 13-18
or Nakusp, July 20-25. Course fee: $175.
Bursaries available. Registration forms
and information: www.valhallafinearts.
org/vista, or call Kerry (250) 358-2252
(Silverton) or Janet (250) 269-7384
(Nakusp).

For rent

NEW DENVER, 811 Kildare Street. 8
bed, 2 bath. Centrally located near lake and
school. Available immediately. $850/month
+ util. References required. 250-358-7986.
SILVERTON RENTAL: 3BR residence
with attached gallery/shop; best location
for business; residence has large private
enclosed yard plus deck; OK to sublet the
shop space (with approval). $850.00 mo;
first and last month plus damage deposit.
250 358-2843 or hillie@redmtn.ca.

For sale

MOUNTAIN CORAL PRODUCTS are
available again in New Denver. Selling skin
care bars and powdered Mountain Coral.
Call 250-358-7171.
JULY SPECIAL!!! Quality firewood
for sale. Full cord of seasoned, readyto-burn hemlock. $180 if ordered before
August! Normally $220. Free delivery to
New Denver area & only $20 or less to
Kaslo, Nakusp and Winlaw area. Leave
message for Chris at 250-537-6471 or
250-358-2140.

Health

YOGA AT THE DOMES - Starting June
6th yoga will resume on Saturday mornings
9:00 - 10:30. Everyone is welcome to this
Flow class - easy postures inviting the body
to open up and release its energy. Otherwise
Yoga remains the same - Monday morning
Flow 9-10:30 and Thursday afternoon
Restorative 3:30 - 5:00. Open to all levels
all the time. Look forward to seeing you
there! Madeleine (2475).
FULL SPECTRUM BODY WORK
offers deep tissue and stress reduction
treatments in the privacy of your own
home. For additional info and to book
appointments please call 358-6808.

			

Help wanted

THE SILVERTON GALLERY is looking
for a curator to assist with three art shows in
August, September and October, minimum
of 90 hrs. Good organizing skills and
flexibility are essential. $14/hour. Send
letter of application to The Silverton
Gallery, Box 123, Silverton, V0G 2B0.
Enquiries: 250 358 7269.

Livestock

KOOTENAY MOBILE POULTRY
ABATTOIR - We slaughter chickens
and turkeys. Food safety inspected and
bagged. For the East/West Kootenays,
turkeys not to be over 20 lbs. Employment
offered. Call for slaughter schedule and
employment. Please let us know ASAP if
you’re interested in our services! Gerry,
250-489-5798.
FOR SALE - PINTO MARE saddlebred
x Arab, 15 years old, 14.3 hh, very friendly,
great on trails, not spooky. $1,500. 3592900

Lost

LOST: Small RV access-door. Hwy 6
or Martens Rd. Cream/brown Colour.
mmtnsong@telus.net or 250-354-1412.

Music

FLOTATION DEVICE - new CD by
GARBANZO featuring dialectric earthgroove / dub-factor transambience / strawmonkey vocals / river-reed tectonics.
Available at Raven’s Nest Gallery, Jennie’s
Book Garden, Pack Rat Annie’s, or at
cdbaby.com/cd/garbanzo2.

Notices

FOR INFORMATION ON AA OR
ALANON MEETINGS contact Therese
358-7904; John 265-4924; Tonio 358-7158;
Dave 353-2658; Joan 355-2805; Dan 3597817; Bill 226-7705.
THE UNITED CHURCH will dismantle/
demolish the MANSE in New Denver
214 – 7th Ave. If anyone would like all,
part or parts – e.g. siding, cupboards,
doors, windows, etc. – please contact Bill
Anderson 358-7908 or Vern Hartman
358-7283.
Business Classified Ads start at $10.00

Call 358-7218 for details
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Pets

FROG PEAK PET RESORT – brand
new facility – five indoor/outdoor
kennels. 2-acre, fenced adventure
park. On leash excursions. Owner
experienced vet assistant. 250-226-7660.
frogpeakpetresort@columbiawireless.ca
www.frogpeakpetresort.com.
LOOKING TO HIRE a pet-loving home,
outside Nelson, to board my INDOOR cat
for approx. a few weeks in the July/August
period. Contact: Phil, 250-354-4584, after
3 pm.

Real estate

OPEN HOUSE July 4, 10 am – 4 pm. 317
Alpha St. Silverton, manufactured home
on five lots. Turnkey, ready to move in.
New double paned windows, new laminate
floors, view of mountains. Come see! Royal
LePage Selkirk Realty, Paula Conrad. For
info call 250-358-2707.
RESIDENCE/GALLERY: 3BR, ideal
corner location in beautiful Silverton, deck,
large very private enclosed yard; one block
from the lake. Separate workshop. Gallery
renovated to code; attached residence ready
to customize. See the PropertyGuys.com
advanced search ID#196070 and www.
bonanzacreekgallery.com. Catch this prime
property now before prices go back up. 250
358-2843 or hillie@redmtn.ca.

Rental wanted

RESPONSIBLE BUSINESSMAN
(bicycle tour operator) seeks longterm rental
of house or suite with office and storage
space, including parking for bus and trailer.
Prefer quiet, rural location, anywhere in the
Castlegar/Slocan Valley/Nelson/Salmo/
Kaslo area. West Canada Bike Tours, klaus.
gattner@kanada-bike.com, 250-359-5032.

Services

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL
SEPTIC TANK CLEANING: “Serving
the Valley” 7 days/wk, 24-hr. All-Around
Septic Services, Don Brown (250) 3543644, emergency 352-5676.
ROGAN ELECTRIC Residential,
commercial, industrial wiring. Local
references available. All work guaranteed.
“We get the job done.” 353-9638.

BUSINESS DIRECTORY

AUTOMOTIVE • SMALL MOTORS • MACHINE SHOP
WEST KOOTENAY
MACHINE SHOP
SALES & SERVICE
98 - 1st Street, Nakusp • 265-4911
OPEN 6 DAYS A WEEK
CHAINSAWS
TRIMMERS
• Stihl
• Homelite
• Husqvarna
• Stihl • Toro
MOWERS
• Husqvarna
• Snapper
SMALL ENGINES
• Toro
• Tecumseh
• Lawnboy
• Briggs & Stratton

915 Front Street
Nelson, BC V1L 4C1
(Railway Side Access)

General Machining
Parts Repaired or
Remanufactured

• welding repairs • full service
& repair • licenced technician •
radiator repairs & service • mobile
service available • fast, friendly

The clear choice for
all your glass needs!

Nakusp 265-4406

FLORIST

Fern’s

Now delivering to New Denver
& Silverton on Saturdays!
Call me and we can arrange anything!
KASLO: Phone/Fax: 1-250-353-7474

JEWELRY
Jo’s Jewelry

Custom Work and Repair in
Silver and Gold, by Appointment

358-2134

New Denver, Goldsmith Jo-Anne Barclay

5549 Frontage Road
Burton, BC

and

250-352-2123

Dave Smith

201 Broadway
265-3252

111 Mcdonald Drive, Nelson, BC
ph 250-352-3191
sales@mainjet.ca • www.mainjet.ca

24 Hr Towing and Recovery
Auto Repairs & Tires
Auto Parts

Shop Phone/Fax

24 hour towing
1007 hwy 23, nakusp
ph: 265-4577

NAKUSP GLASS

BCAA Towing

Caribou Service
(250) 265-3191

Slocan Auto &
Truck Repairs

Owner/Machinist

INDUSTRIES
Your Friendly neighbourhood Mechanic

•Automotive Electrical Specialist •BC Certified Mechanic
• Certified Vehicle Inspector •Small Engine Certified

(250) 353-2800 • 8845 Hwy 31 • Kaslo

CLEANING

24 hour towing
BCAA, Slocan, BC
355-2632

RECYCLING
MOUNTAIN VALLEY STATION
BOTTLE DEPOT
Slocan City • 355-2245
Open MON - SAT 9-5
Your “Bottle Drive” Specialists

COMPUTER

- Repairs
Palmer
- Upgrades
Computer - Consulting
Microsoft Certified
Services
Systems Engineer
Phone: 355-2235
ken@palmercomputerservices.com

ACCOUNTANT
Mark Adams

Beside Slocan Park Service
2976 Highway 6, Slocan Park

Certified General Accountant

This space could be yours for
$10.00 + GST per issue.
Call 358-7218 or email:
valleyvoice@netidea.com
for details

Advertise in the Valley Voice

P.O. Box 279
New Denver, BC
V0G 1S0

BUS. 250-358-2411

Your locally owned, independent
community newspaper

July 2, 2009
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Services

WELL-CRAFTED WRITING and
editing for books, articles, brochures, press
releases, web and ad copy. Organized and
thorough with solid credentials, including
a BA English and years of experience
with small, independent businesses. For
more information, contact Kate Guthrie,
alivekate@gmail.comor 250-226-7116.

Celebrate Slocan’s
new skatepark

Submitted
BC Skateboarding Organization
and WE Graham Community Service
Society present the grand opening of
Slocan City’s ‘Tenacity’ skatepark.
This event will be held on July 18
from 10 am to 6 pm at the park,
located at WE Graham Community
School in Slocan City. The next day,
the BC Skateboarding Organization
is taking the ‘Expression Session’ to
Kaslo’s skatepark for noon.
The day in Slocan will feature
skateboard demonstrations, live
music, an Akido demonstration,
vendors and much more.
Come and experience the West
Kootenay’s newest skate park. For
more information, contact Ty at
bcskateboarding@live.com or visit
bcskateboarding.org.
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Slaughtering chickens with Lorna Burns

by Moe Lyons
On Sunday July 5 at 7 am, Lorna
Burns will be at the Vallican Whole
Community Centre to teach you how
to slaughter your chickens. She is
undoubtedly the best-known person
with these skills in this area, and has
been butchering birds for more than
20 years.
“I’ve been doing this for so long
it seems like all my life,” she says.
“I believe it is a good thing that
people are beginning to realize how
important it is to grow our own food
and to become self-sufficient. And if
you’re going to raise your own meat
birds, you have to learn to kill the
animals humanely.
“I’m glad to have the opportunity
to teach others how to do this right
– it’s important to do it in the best
way possible.”
Burns’s workshop gained
considerable attention last year,
including an excellent interview
on CBC Almanac and a mention
in the San Francisco Chronicle.
The Chronicle had never heard of
a ‘bring-your-own-chicken’ event.
In this workshop you will learn

hands-on how to kill the bird, dress
it, and prepare it for the freezer.
Please bring good sturdy knives if
you have them. Preferably, bring

your own chicken in a cage or call
in advance – 226-7957 – to reserve
one of ours.
This workshop is part of the

Whole’s ongoing Living in the
Country: Rural Skills series. Cost
is $15 per person, $25 for two. Be
on time!

by Jan McMurray
Mt. Sentinel will offer its grade 12
students a locally developed academy
program next year called ‘Quest for
Community.’
“The idea is for the kids to learn
how to create and maintain healthy,
vibrant, sustainable communities,”
explained Don Warthe, who will be
teaching the academy.
There are 17 students signed up for
the program. These 17 will be together
for the first semester, from September
to the end of January, taking the core
Quest for Community course and
doing their other courses through selfdirected, independent learning.
“It will be project based, and the
projects will centre on community
service and non-profit business,”
explained Warthe.
Activities being planned for
the program include working on
communal gardens in Krestova, and

building a greenhouse and raised bed
gardens in the school courtyard. There
are also plans to visit a coastal First
Nations community and to travel to
Haiti at the end of the academy.
“ We w i l l b e p e r f o r m i n g
community service, at the direction
of the communities we visit,” he said.
The students will also look at
starting a green, sustainable business
to help fund the program. Warthe says

business ideas include composting,
gardening and helping shut-ins.
The academy will cost $2,000 per
student, so the students are working to
raise funds this summer. Community
members who need any work done
around the house, such as painting and
gardening, can call 250-354-5584 to
hire the students. Donations are also
welcome – gifts of more than $25 are
tax deductible.

by Katrine Campbell
How did the NDP’s policy
of reserving ridings for female
candidates turn out?
Depends on how you look at it.
In numbers, there are now 12
women in the NDP caucus, up
from eight after the 2005 election
and a subsequent by-election. Five
of those female MLAs are newly
elected. This is out of a total of 35

NDP MLAs elected.
However, although the 85 NDP
candidates were (almost) evenly
split gender-wise – 43 men, 42
women – the actual ratio of those
elected is two-to-one, with 23 men
elected and only 12 women – not
exactly a spectacular showing.
The Liberals elected 37 men
and 12 women – a three-to-one
ratio.

Mt. Sentinel starts up unique program for grade 12 students

Gender politics in BC
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RESTAURANT/WINE & BEER

Winlaw Brew-Op

Open Tuesday - Sunday
9 am - 4 pm

Main St. New Denver 358-2381

Specialty Coffees, Teas,
U-Brews and Kits for Home
• Open Every Day

Nakusp

N
P

ick’s
lace

265-4701

Lemon Creek
Lodge & Campground

SUMMER HOURS
7 am - 10 PM

Seven Days a Week!

Apple Tree
Sandwich Shop
The

Soup, Sandwiches & Desserts
358-2691
tfn

Year-round facility
Licensed Restaurant
Open Tues - Sun
5 PM - 8 PM
1-877-970-8090

Wine & Beer Making Kits
to satisfy all budgets!
Take-Home Kits, or Brew it with Us!
Open 11:00 to 6:00 Tues. to Sat.
5972 Cedar Creek Road, Winlaw • 226-7328

Mon. - Fri. 7 A.M. - 4 P.M.
Sat. 11 A.M. - 4 P.M.

265-4880
Non-Smoking

93-5th Ave.

Nakusp

“Your Valley Realtor”
- Competence
- Integrity
- Results
Free Market Evaluation
isoldit@shaw.ca
250 365-9640

265-3635
E-mail: paulaconrad@royallepage.ca
Website: www.royallepage.ca/selkirkrealty

Free Consultation

GROCERY • HEALTH FOOD

Slocan, BC • ph:355-2211 • fax: 355-2216

Ann’s Natural Foods
Ann Bunka

- 358-2552 805 Kildare St., New Denver

• Zack Graphics & Inks •
Printer Sales ~ Discount Inkjet Cartridges
Photo Papers ~ Guaranteed Inkjet refills
eBay Marketing ~ Digitial Design

250-358-2111 • izack@telus.net

612 Josephine St. • Box 292 • New Denver, BC V0G 1S0

For all your
insurance
needs
HUB INTERNATIONAL
Barton
265-3631
INSURANCE
1-800-665-6010
BROKERS

RECREATION

Ph: 359-7111 Fax: 359-7587
www.playmorpower.com

Tammy Peitzsche

Selkirk Realty

Open 7 days/week, 9 am - 8 pm

The best selection of photo cards of local views anywhere
1007 Josephine St. (Box 298), New Denver
Ph. 358-2435 essay@direct.ca Fax 358-2607

ENGINEERED WITH YOU IN MIND

PAULA CONRAD
HOME: (250) 358-2707

Groceries, fresh produce, fresh meat,
Agency Liquor, organic foods,
in-store deli, in-store bakery.

CUSTOM CARDS • BROCHURES • CALENDARS • NEWSLETTERS

Water Testing • Flow Measurements
CAEAL certified to test drinking water
We’re in the Valley at: 1-250-226-7339
Jennifer & Tony Yeow passlab@xplornet.com

Beside Slocan Park Service
2976 Highway 6, Slocan Park

REAL ESTATE

Slocan Village Market

Colour/B&W Laser Printing/Copying • Digital Photography
Word processing • Scanning • Faxing • Binding • Laminating

Passmore
Laboratory Ltd.

QUALITY PIZZA anytime!

Air Conditioned

PROFESSIONAL SERVICES

Re-Awakening
Health Centre
• Health Products, healing sessions
• New Age cards & books
• Sensual products¶ ¶

¶

¶

¶

HEALTH

Chiropractor, Larry Zaleski, D.C.
Mondays & Fridays - Silverton
Every other Wednesday in Winlaw or Nakusp
Counsellor/Healing Facilitator
Sue Mistretta, M.A., CCC.

358-2177

Silverton & Winlaw

Stone Massage • Deep Tissue
Salt Glows • Mud Wraps & More

MASSAGE
myofascial release • deep tissue massage • relaxation massage

Susan L. Yurychuk • 250-358-6804
By Appointment Only • New Denver

Your Local Grocer

New Denver
358-2443

Silverton
358-7292

Advertise in the Valley Voice. It pays!!!
Call 358-7218 for details • email: valleyvoice@netidea.com

1043 Playmor

Hand & Soul Healing Centre

¶

320 Broadway St. Nakusp		 265-3188

Playmor Junction Hwy 6 & 3A

MASSAGE THERAPIES

Myofascial, Swedish, Lymphatic, Joint Play, Craniosacral,
Visceral, Somatoemotion, Chakras, Nutrition etc.
MTA rates (Low income consideration)
also MSP, WCB, ICBC & care plans
Garth R. Hunter, R.M.T.
Slocan Health Clinic - Thursdays

250-358-2364 • Mobile & Office

Bosun Hall

For all occasions with
rates to suit your needs.
Rentals of tables, chairs,
dishes. Bev 358-7771 or
carolbellbc@yahoo.ca

Kootenay Restorative
Justice
working toward
restoring balance
and healthy communication in
our communities

krjustice@wegcss.org

www.jonesboysboats.com
Ainsworth, British Columbia
4080 Hwy 31 N
Call: 1-877-552-6287

(250) 353-2550 Fax (250) 353-2911

HARBERCRAFT

Lester Koeneman
Phone 265-3128 or
24-hour Fax 265-4808
Broadway St. Nakusp
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Report from the RCMP: Parrots and grow ops don’t mix – they’ll talk every time
This first story is from Salmo – a
little out of our coverage area, but it’s
too good to ignore…
Slocan Valley Recreation
For kids:
SLOCAN LAKE SWIM PROGRAM
- July 27 to August 7. Village of Slocan
Beach.
YOUTH KAYAKING WEEK - July 6
to 10, 9 to noon. Based out of Endless
Adventure.
THEATRE ARTS SUMMER WEEKS With Saffire Jones & Norma Kilpatrick.
South Valley - July 6 to 10. North Valley
- July 13 to 17.
SKATE CAMP AT TENACITY - With
Josh Evin, Black Russian. July 20 to 24
at Slocan Skate Park.
CLAYWORKS FOR KIDS - With Lance
Hall. July 7 & 8. Stillpoint Pottery,
Slocan Park.
ECO ADVENTURE DAY CAMPS - July
20 to 24 or July 27 to 31. Based out of
Crescent Valley.
For everyone:
WOMENS KAYAKING WEEK - July
6 to 10, 1:00 to 4:00 p.m. Based out of
Endless Adventure.
INCREDIBLE EDIBLE BIKE & HIKE
- With Shanoon Bennet. Sun. July 26.
WEAVE A RUSH SUMMER HAT Sun. July 12, Threads Guild Building,
Perry Siding.
15TH ANNUAL SLOCAN VALLEY
POKER FLOAT - Sunday, August 9.
Perry Siding to Winlaw Park.

226-0008

On June 17 members of Kootenay
Boundary Regional Detachment from
Salmo executed a search at a property
near Salmo and arrested two male
suspects. The investigation began with
a bizarre inquiry from a local biologist
yelling fowl play. An officer who
was driving along the highway was
flagged down by the biologist, who was

concerned for the well-being of a parrot
that was perched atop a power line. The
ever diligent officer tracked down the
owners of the parrot, who lived nearby.
As it turned out, the owners were in
the business of raising a large number
of parrots on their property. The officer
discovered evidence of a marijuana grow
operation and obtained a search warrant.

During the course of the search, 453
marijuana plants were seized.
After carefully reviewing this
investigation and considering that there
are no health or safety issues with the
parrots, it has been decided that charges
will not be pursued in this instance. The
investigation is, however, continuing
with the police interviewing the parrots.

submitted
Narratives – cloth constructions
and drawings by Nakusp artist Wendy
Toogood – is now showing until July

26 at Castlegar’s Kootenay Gallery.
Narratives includes work from
three distinct phases of a career that
spans four decades. As the exhibition

Karin Wickens’ life-long dream of
opening a book store has finally come
true.
Karin’s Book Basket, a new and
used book store, recently opened in the
old cop shop in Crescent Valley.
Karin’s Book Basket has a large
selection of new and used books,
including fiction, romance, non-fiction,
cooking, spiritual, self-help, and
history. There is also a nice selection of
children’s books and a young readers
section. Karin also carries camping map
guides, fishing map guides, and BC road
map guides.
Some of the local authors’ books
Karin is proud to be carrying include

Robert and Linda Harrington’s books
– Listening to the Earth, To Heal the
Earth, Testimony for Earth, and The Soul
Solution – and Jake Conkin’s novels for
young readers: Little Jake’s Cowdog,
Little Jake and the Intruder, Little Jake
and Many Skies Strike Gold.
“If you cannot find the book you are
looking for in my store, I will find it for
you,” says Karin.
Karin’s Book Basket also offers
an internet service to the public for a
small fee.
Karin invites everyone to check it
out. “Come and enjoy a Coffee at the
Pony Espresso and browse my book
store!”

title suggests, Toogood has a story
to tell – in fact she has many stories
to tell and does so in Connect, A
Nakusp Narrative and works from her
Mexican Series.
Her constructed cloth panels,
small and large, hold images that speak
of her participation in and observation
of both the ordinary and exotic aspects
of life.
As a central figure in much of
her work, Toogood is the narrator of
stories that include humour, sadness,
seriousness, tragedy and happiness –
stories that come to life in her machine
and hand stitched, and carefully
embellished, cloth constructions.
Toogood will hold a workshop
at the gallery on Sunday, July 26. To
register, contact the gallery at 250-3653337 or kootenaygallery@telus.net.
More information can be found on the
website at www.kootenaygallery.com.

Nakusp artist featured at Kootenay Gallery
Book store opens in Crescent Valley

Not surprisingly, the parrots are
starting to talk...
• The RCMP executed a search
warrant in Kaslo, with assistance from
Customs and Excise in Nelson, and
seized about $13,000 in pot and several
thousand in cash. One man was arrested
at the scene, and police will recommend
charges of cultivation of marijuana and
possession for the purpose of trafficking.
Cpl. Chris Backus notes that the
Kaslo detachment was working with the
Kootenay Boundary Regional General
Investigation Section, or GIS. He warns
that, “It is no longer the case where the
police show up and cut down plants
with no charges; marijuana growers are
starting to be held criminally accountable
for their actions.”
• A woman from Procter was taken
into custody under the Mental Health
Act after jumping off the Harrop ferry
on June 23. The Nelson RCMP said the
ferry was 200 feet from shore and by the
time it was able to stop and head back,
the woman had swum ashore, where she
got on her bike and rode off. The ferry
operator says she was lucky she hadn’t
gotten tangled in the ferry cables, or
caught in the current. The woman, who
was known to police, was taken into
custody at her home and transported to
Kootenay Lake District Hospital. She
was not hurt by the incident.

BUSINESS DIRECTORY

CONSTRUCTION • HOME • GARDEN
COMPLETE SALES
SERVICE AND
INSTALLATION
YOUR VALLEY COMFORT AND BLAZE KING DEALER
SPECIALIZING IN WOOD/ELECTRIC, WOOD/OIL AND
WOOD/GAS COMBINATION FURNACES
Certified • Insured

Slocan City, BC • (250) 355-0088
website: www.kootenayfurnace.com
email: kfurnace@netidea.com

JEMS Propane Ltd.
Installation and maintenance

ICF Building Products
“We provide Star Service”
1-888-289-4731

KF PowerVac

Duct Cleaning & Duct Sanitizing
Local: 355-2485 • Toll-free: 1-888-652-0088
email: carrie@netidea.com

• Registered Septic System
designer and installer •
• Ready Mix Concrete •
• Lock Blocks • Drain Rock •
• Road Crush • Sand & Gravel •
• Dump Trucks • Excavator •
• Crusher • Coloured Concrete •
• Site Preparation •
Box 1001, Nakusp, BC, V0G 1R0
Ph. 265-4615 • vieirac@telus.net

Tradesman Electric

265-9955
Locally owned & operated in Burton
Serving the Arrow & Slocan Lakes areas

Hundreds of styles to
choose from!!

Empowering you to harvest green, free, locally sourced energy!
Solar Hot Water, Solar Electric, Microhydro
Back-up power - Design and Installation

www.OsoSolar.com

Karin: 250-505-7810
Located at: 1277 Hwy 6
Crescent Valley

Advertise in the Valley Voice
Your locally owned, independent
community newspaper

FOR ALL YOUR
PROPANE NEEDS
359-7373
1-800-471-5630

Your local bulk dealer & service centre

Peter’s New & Used Windows & More
Sales & Installations

• Energy Efficient Vinyl & Wood Windows •
• Residential Installations & Renovations/Upgrades •
• Wooden & Metal Doors •
Peter Demoskoff • Cell: 250-608-0505
Tel: 250-399-4836 • Fax: 250-399-4831

Crescent Bay
Construction Ltd.
Eric Waterfield — Construction
Nakusp, BC • Ph. 250 265-3747 • Fx. 250 265-3431
• Email cresbay@telus.net
For all your roofing needs
Serving the Arrow and Slocan Lakes

FOUNDATIONS • FRAMING
ROOFING • RENOVATIONS

16 years of professional installations
WCB • All work fully guaranteed
We also install Soffit and Vinyl Siding

H. & L. MANCIA CONSTRUCTION • PO BOX 97 •
NAKUSP, BC • V0G 1R0 • PHONE: 250-265-4525

For your free estimate, Call
Curtis Roe at 250-265-9087

Experienced Professionals

PLATE TAMPERS, JUMPING JACKS, REBAR
BENDER JACKHAMMERS, HAMMER DRILLS,
CONCRETE MIXERS, CONCRETE SAWS,
TILECUTTERS, BLOCKCUTTERS, SCAFFOLDING,
FLOOR SANDERS, NAILERS - ALL TYPES,
LM ROTARY LAZER TRANSIT, GENERATORS,
WATER PUMPS, COMPRESSORS, INSULATED
TARPS, PRESSURE WASHERS, ROTO TILLER,
PROPERTY PIN LOCATOR, CHIPPER/SHREDDER,
GAS POST HOLE DIGGER, WOODSPLITTER
...AND MUCH MORE!
PHONE 358-2632
1-888-358-2632

Sappho’s Bakery

J.C. Roofing Company

CONSTRUCTION

COLES
RENTALS
HEATERS (PROPANE & ELECTRIC)

BAKERY

Beautiful. Practical. Affordable.
429 Front Street, Kaslo 250-353-2257

Kip Drobish (250) 358-2660

New and Used Books

265-0241

Kitchen • Bed • Bath • Walls
with Kootenay Artisans

A capital Investment with reliable returns
Oh so durable tools for a secure energy future

Karin’s Book Basket

Window
Washing
Gutter
Cleaning
• Spring Cleaning • Home Detailing
• House Prepping • Painting
Call now for your free consultation!

Willow Home Gallery

Oso Renewable Energy

BOOKS

Open Mon, Tues, Wed, Fri & Sat
10 am to 5 pm
PHONE 250-269-0043
Find us at 280 Lower Inonoaklin Rd.
Edgewood, BC

commercial • residential
new construction • renovations
Reliable friendly service
Free Estimates Call Steve 226-7163

P&L Flooring Sales

call Jim Berrill
(250) 359-5922

HALL LUMBER
& BUILDING SUPPLIES

EQUIPMENT RENTAL

Rear, 309 Kildare St. New Denver
Thurs – Sat, 10 am – 2 pm, 5 – 8 pm
Pizza, Fresh Bread Daily
358-2119

Meat Cutting

Legendary Meats

Bulk - Beef, Pork, Buffalo
and Sausage Sales
Custom Cutting & Sausage Making,
Curing & Smoking of Bacons & Hams
Spring & Summer Hours:
Open Wed., Thurs. & Fri.
9 am till 5 pm
Phone: 226-7803
2826 Hwy 6 • Slocan Park
This space could be yours for
$10.00 + GST per issue.
Call 358-7218 or email:
valleyvoice@netidea.com
for details
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Nakusp celebrates National Aboriginal Day with representatives of the Sinixt Nation
by Jan McMurray
Nakusp celebrated National
Aboriginal Day for the first time
this year, June 21.
There were several displays and
activities in the auditorium of the
community complex, and Voyageur
canoe rides at the beach. Native
drumming and Sinixt storytelling
happened on the stage, while Native
Card readings were given in a tipi.
Face painting, balloon tying and
colouring kept the kids entertained.
Walter Pasieka was drum pulling
and Michelle Dieterman was
beading throughout the day, and
there was bannock and jelly for all
to enjoy.
The event was hosted by the
Circle of Aboriginal Women and
Friends and sponsored by School
District No. 10, with proceeds going
to the Nakusp and Area Food Bank.
George Harding from School
District No. 10 emceed the opening

ceremonies. Lola Campbell,
daughter of the head man of the Sinixt
Nation, Bob Campbell, welcomed
all to Sinixt territory, saying, “Let
everyone take something good away
with them from today.” She said the
Sinixt were hoping for a brighter
future, and encouraged people to
tell the government that her people
exist and to stand up for the land.
“Let’s stand together and save what
we have left of this pristine, beautiful
country. This place is worth fighting
for.”
Mayor Karen Hamling said she
hoped this would be a yearly event
in Nakusp, and that this was a day to
celebrate diverse cultures and “our
sameness.”
Hamling read out messages
from MP Jim Abbott and MLA
Katrine Conroy. Both said it was a
time to reflect on the challenges of
aboriginal peoples as well as their
achievements and contributions to

Canadian society.
Area K Director Paul Peterson
said he supported the provincial
and federal governments coming
together and giving the Sinixt some
land in Area K.
Ganishka Silverfox-Dann, cochair of the Circle of Aboriginal
Women and Friends and one of
the key organizers of this event,
counselled everyone to “stand tall
and be proud of who you are.”
Harding informed the crowd
of the Aboriginal Enhancement
Agreement the school district has
been working on to improve the
outcome for aboriginal students in
our area.
Sharon Montgomery of the
Nakusp and District Museum said
the museum has one of the most
extensive displays on the Sinixt in
the region. She also thanked Bobbie
Lang for the use of her bakery to
make the bannock, and On the Marks

for the T shirts.
Mark Brunton brought greetings
on behalf of Arrow and Slocan Lakes
Community Services.
A presentation was made to Ben
and Christine Big Canoe. “Ben is
one of the most visible elders in our
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community and Christine is one of
our biggest supporters,” said Sharon
Montgomery.
After the success of this first
National Aboriginal Day celebration,
it seems clear that this will be an
annual event in Nakusp.

Wedding Dresses &
Prom Dresses, Mother of
the Bride & Bridesmaid
Dresses, Cocktail Dresses,
Custom Design & Accessories
Kiss The Bride is having a Sample Sale!
Selected stock up to 50% off! Sale starts July 4, 2009
1B-1801 Columbia Ave (above CIBC),
Castlegar 250-304-1901,
info@kissthekootenaybride.ca
www.kissthekootenaybride.ca
Open Thursday – Sunday every week
8 am – 8 pm
Retallack Lodge would like to announce the opening
of our Restaurant on July 2nd for the summer season.
Join Chef Yves Robitaille and enjoy some of his many
delectable culinary creations –
Lodge Direct – 250.469.9598 emphasizing fresh and local
Main Office – 800.330.1433
Email – info@retallack.com ingredients.

Excavating and Dump Truck Services
Eloise Charet and her cedar hats and baskets were at the first annual National Aboriginal Day celebration in Nakusp.

The Nakusp Paddling Club had the Voyageur canoe out on National Aboriginal Day.

GREENWOOD STABLES

Ron Greenwood, Prop
		
Professional Backhoe Operator
Quiet and convenient
downtown location with a
view of Arrow Lake
Office
Prima Materia
318 Broadway
Nakusp, BC
Phone: (250) 265-3288
Email: casamandala@gmail.com
Website: www.casamandala.ca

Services offered:
• Landscaping			
• Trenching			
• Grading			
• Landscaping
		

• Small stump removal
• Waterlines
• Fencing
...and more

RR#1 Site 1 Comp 11
New Denver, BC V0G1S0

Leave message at 250-551-2155

Patio Dining
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Rosebery Highlands development selling out fast
by Katrine Campbell
Phase I of the Rosebery
Highlands development

is almost sold out, says
developer George Bergevin
of Hills.

The development, on the
hillside at the north end of
Rosebery, east of Hwy 6,

consists of 15 lakeview strata
lots ranging from a half-acre
to one-and-a-half acres in
size. It’s part of a larger parcel
of land which was logged
by the previous owners and
is being rehabilitated by his
company, Bergevin says.
Rosebery Highlands
offers purchasers a southern
exposure, great views of
Slocan Lake, and relatively
flat bench land, as well as
underground power, water
and telephone service. A well

and a concrete reservoir have
been built to Interior Health
standards; septic systems
are the responsibility of the
individual owners.
About half the lots in
Phase I, ranging in price from
$125,000 to $150,000, were
bought by local residents and
the rest by people from outside
the area, particularly Calgary
and the Okanagan. Strata fees
for road maintenance, fire
hydrants and water, will be in
the range of $75 to $100 per
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month, Bergevin says.
No construction has
started on any homes yet,
but the owners might start
this year. Some of them plan
to build retirement homes,
others are looking at cottages.
Phase II has 16 lots, but
they won’t go on sale until
the four lots left in Phase I
are sold. Bergevin says there
could be 10 more lots for a
third phase, although “there
is nothing in the works right
now.”

Brian Renk does the stone masonry work on the attractive Rosebery Highlands sign.

