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BC’s worst fire season not so bad for Southeast Fire Centre
by Jan McMurray
BC is having a horrendous fire
season this year – “the worst we’ve
seen in our lifetimes,” according to
Minister of Forests and Range Pat
Bell, with 800 more fires by August
6 than at the same point in 2003 –
but fire activity in the Southeast Fire
Centre is actually quieter than usual.
“Typically, the Southeast and
Kamloops Fire Centres are the
most active at this time of year, but
thankfully, the Southeast centre
has been relatively quiet,” reported
Gwen Eamer of the Southeast Fire
Centre. “We don’t have the interface
fires that we usually have, and we
have significantly smaller fires this
year. The reason for this is significant
precipitation, especially in the East
Kootenays.”
She reported that all six fire
centres in the province have active
fires this year, whereas typically only
two or three of the fire centres have
had active fires in past seasons.
The government has asked the
public to voluntarily stay out of
the backcountry, and is enforcing
the campfire ban and other wildfire
prevention restrictions with fines
from $173 to $345. Under the
Wildfire Act, penalties for causing a
wildfire, even accidentally, can range
up to $1,000,000 and three years’
imprisonment, in addition to liability
for costs and damages.
Between July 24 and August
3, Ministry of Forests and Range
compliance and enforcement
staff issued 54 tickets to people
violating the campfire ban, as well
as discovering and extinguishing
100 campfires and five abandoned
campfires. Over the August long
weekend, over 100 people per day
called to report campfire violations.
As of August 10, there had been
a total of 380 fires this season in the
Southeast Fire Centre, 75 of them
human-caused, and a total of 3,671
hectares burned. Just over $6 million
had been spent on firefighting efforts
in the southeast.
In the Arrow and Kootenay Lake
zones of the Southeast Fire Centre,
there had been 150 fires, 12 of them
human-caused, and a total of 2,702
hectares burned.
Province-wide, there had been
2,405 fires (715 human-caused),
112,097 hectares burned, and over
$170 million spent (the government
budgeted $62 million). A total of
5,000 people had been evacuated,
and 4,000 were on evacuation alert.
Three homes had been lost, in
Glenrosa near Kelowna.
Thirty firefighters from Australia
and New Zealand have arrived to

help, as well as 850 from other
Canadian provinces and territories.
Approximately 2,000 Ministry
of Forests personnel and 750 BC
contractors are engaged in fire
response and support duties. In the
Southeast Fire Centre, we have 24
Ontario firefighters helping out on
the Galena Bay fire, and one fire
behaviour specialist from New
Brunswick was working on the
Galena Bay fire for two weeks.

Galena Bay fire

This is the only interface fire in
the Southeast Fire Centre.
As of August 10, the Galena Bay
fire was 2,084 hectares and 40%
contained. There were 58 firefighters,
including 24 from Ontario, five
helicopters and 18 pieces of heavy
equipment working on the fire.
Crews were extending the
existing machine-built fire guard
along the west flank of the fire
(closest to the highway), patrolling
and extinguishing hot spots along
the fire guard, and extending hose
lays to cool hot spots in priority
action areas of the fire. Crews have
also done burn-offs nearly every
day since August 1 to burn off fuels
between the fire guard and the fire’s
west flank in efforts to control this
flank of the fire.
An evacuation alert remains
in place for all residents between
just north of the Halfway River
Bridge and the junction of Hwy
31 and Hill Creek Road. This alert
affects Halcyon Hot Springs Resort
plus about 20 residences. The
evacuation alert was first issued
just after midnight on the night of
Saturday, August 1 by the RDCK and
the Columbia-Shuswap Regional
District (CSRD). Residents in this
area are asked to be prepared to leave
their homes in case the situation
worsens and an evacuation order
is issued.
Unfortunately, Halcyon Hot
Springs Resort was accidentally
evacuated on the night of August 1
due to an error in communication.
Sabine Burmeister of the resort
said, “We evacuated the resort on
Saturday August 1. That night we
had a terrible windstorm from the
north and there was an error in
communication that we are still
investigating. At this time we are
open for business with just minor or
no smoke impact and hope that the
cooler temperatures will help the
crews to contain the fires.”
Halfway River and St. Leon
Forest Service Roads are closed to
protect public safety and facilitate
fire management activities.
A State of Local Emergency was

declared by the RDCK and CSRD on
August 2, and cancelled on August 6
due to “the reduced threat as the fire
moves away from the highway and
populated areas.” The fire has mostly
spread eastwards, away from the
highway and communities.
The Galena Bay fire was
discovered on July 27 and was
caused by lightning. It has grown
from 200 hectares on July 30 to 2,084
hectares on August 10.

Beaton/Incomappleux
fire

This fire, at the north end of
Beaton Arm, is not an interface fire.
Its size was estimated at 200 hectares
as of August 10, and it was 0%

contained. It was discovered on July
26 and caused by lightning.
Fire management specialists
continue to observe the fire, and have
built a machine guard on the south
flank of the fire to prevent growth
into the Incomappleux Valley.
This fire is in ‘modified response.’
This type of response recognizes
that fire is a natural component
of the ecosystem and that it has
regenerative properties for affected
terrain. Fire management specialists
determine the values affected by
the fire before determining fire
management strategies.

Mulvehill Creek fire

This 80-hectare fire is located

about 11 km south of Revelstoke
and is not an interface fire, but is
very visible from Revelstoke. It is
in modified response.

Whatshan Lake fire

This fire is about 20 km north
of Needles and was first reported
on August 4. A press release issued
August 5 from the Southeast Fire
Centre stated that the fire was
four hectares, and that airtankers
responded immediately, surrounding
the burning area with fire retardant.
On August 5, six Initial Attack crew
members were working with five
contract firefighters to contain the
fire. More information can be found
at bcwildfire.ca.

The Yamabiko Taiko drummers out of Kelowna put on an outstanding performance at the Kohan Garden’s 20th
anniversary celebration on August 9 to a very large and appreciative audience.

The People’s Choice Award in Nakusp’s BC Day sandcastle contest went to Stewy the Stegasaurus, created by Stephanie Rupp
(pictured here), Grace deWit, Liz Latham, Richard Tomiak and Lee Orr. It was also the second place winner in the Open category.
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8 to 7 RDEK vote hands Jumbo decision to provincial government
submitted by Wildsight
The biggest land use decision the
region has ever faced is being handed
directly to the Province after RDEK
directors voted eight to seven on a
controversial resolution.
The resolution, brought forward by
Sparwood mayor David Wilks, was that
the RDEK ask the Province to legislate
the proposed Jumbo Resort site as a
Mountain Resort Municipality, skipping
over the rezoning and public consultation
processes.
Fourteen people made presentations
to the board before the vote, including
John Bergenske of Wildsight. But even
though questions were raised and flaws
in the process itself were pointed out, the
final vote was in favour of the resolution.
“This is a stab in the back of East
Kootenay residents,” said Bergenske,
executive director of Wildsight. “It’s a
rebuff of the Ktunaxa Nation and it’s
an abdication of responsibility by the
directors who voted for it.”
Speaking on behalf of the Ktunaxa
Nation Council, chair Katherine Teneese
said, “It’s premature for the RDEK to
make a recommendation to the Province
until the consultation process is complete
with the Ktunaxa.”
Bergenske added that Jumbo Glacier
Resort (JGR) proponents have not yet
requested the necessary rezoning they
would need to go ahead with the massive
real estate development.
“Right now, the land is not zoned
for resort development. This overrides
the regional district zoning process — it
recommends a non-compliant use of the
area without the required public process

that any other developer would have to
go through. I’m very disappointed.”
Also disappointed were the
approximately 140 people who sat on the
lawn outside the Regional District office
listening to the meeting on loudspeakers,
the nearly 1,000 members of Wildsight,
the 1,500 members of the Jumbo Creek
Conservation Society, and, as indicated
by the two most recent polls on the
matter, about 80 per cent of the Columbia
Valley population.
“This is the first time the RDEK
hasn’t followed its own process for
rezoning in this way,” Bergenske said.
“Does it mean that anybody who wants
to get around rezoning can apply to be a
resort municipality too?”
If and when the Province goes ahead
with the move, there will be just two bona
fide resort municipalities in the province:
the Resort Municipality of Whistler, and
the Resort Municipality of Jumbo. In the
case of Jumbo, governance would be by
a council of local people, appointed by
the Province.
“What local people?” Bergenske
said. “How many permanent residents
are there in these places?”
Invermere Mayor Gerry Taft, who
spoke at length in opposition to the
motion, noted that in the last election
there were just 28 full-time residents –
eligible voters – in nearby Panorama
Mountain Resort, a resort that has existed
for decades. “In Jumbo,” he said, “there
is no eligible electorate, nor is there
likely to be.”
Taft also pointed out that the reason
the whole Jumbo question has come to
this is because the Province mishandled

NOTICE OF
COMMUNITY MEETING
Community Meeting to be held regarding the
proposed Burton Fuel Management Project from 7
to 8:30 PM on Monday, August 24 at the Burton Hall.
The project proponent as well as representatives
from the RDCK and Emergency Response
Program will be on hand to provide
information and answer questions.

Request For
Proposals
The Corporation of the Village of New Denver invites interested
consultants to submit proposals for the creation of a “Sustainable
Community Plan” for the Village of New Denver. The project
will address the economic, environmental, social and cultural
sustainability of the Village of New Denver and will include
three phases:
1 – Review of Existing Documents
2 – Gathering Public Input
3 – Preparation of Final Report
The entire project must be completed by April 15th, 2010.
Interested consultants are requested to submit proposals by
4:00 p.m., Thursday, September 3rd, 2009, to:
Mayor and Council
115 Slocan Avenue
PO Box 40
New Denver, BC
V0G 1S0
For further details, please contact the Village Office at 250-3582316 or newdenver@netidea.com

the file from the start.
“Yes and no should have been
debated before the proponents did their
in-depth technical reviews,” he said.
Meredith Hampstead, representing
the Jumbo Creek Conservation Society,
questioned how the governance of a
future Jumbo resort municipality would
work. “Will this be a provincially
appointed fiefdom dressed up as a
municipality?” After the vote, Columbia
Revelstoke MLA Norm McDonald said
that the disappointing vote was “by no
means the end.”

“Yes, it’s a sad day,” he said. “It’s a
sad day for some of the elected officials
who have turned their backs on their
constituents. The public will is clear. The
vast majority are against it. Those who
voted for it have betrayed the majority of
people who live here.”
A question expressed by many
delegates and attendees after the vote
was summed up by Bergenske: “Why are
RDEK directors bowing to the Province
rather than listening to the people they are
here to represent?”
Four out of five directors from

the Columbia Valley voted against
the resolution. They were: Gerry Taft
of Invermere; Wendy Booth, Area F;
Gerry Wilkie, Area G; and Ute Juras,
Canal Flats. Other ‘no’ votes came from
Heath Slee, Area B and Cindy Corrigan
of Fernie.
Voting yes were: Scott Manjak and
Liz Schatschneider of Cranbrook; Jim
Ogilvie of Kimberley; David Wilks of
Sparwood; Dee Conklin of Radium;
Mike Sosnowski, Area A; Rob Gay,
Area C; and Dean McKerracher, District
of Elkford.

by Jan McMurray
The public comment period for the
Glacier/Howser independent power
project’s environmental assessment
review closed at midnight on July 27.
All comments had been posted to the
Environmental Assessment Office
(EAO) website by August 5.
West Kootenay EcoSociety
volunteers have gone through all of the
submissions and report that more than
90% of the public comments express
opposition to the project. They counted
1,012 public comments; however, one
of the submissions includes 144 form
letters, most with personal notes on
them, that were forwarded to the EAO
from the Minister of Environment’s
office. Including these letters, the
number of submissions is 1,156.
Garry Alexander from the
Environmental Assessment Office
(EAO) could not confirm the EcoSociety
figures, as his office had not done that
analysis. However, he said the number
of comments “is certainly more than we
usually get, and the vast majority are
against the project.”

Now, the project proponent, AXOR
(Purcell Green Power), has 30 days to
respond to the comments. Alexander
explained that AXOR’s responses are
sent in to the EAO for review. If the
EAO accepts the responses, they are
posted on the website. He said the
responses probably will not be posted
until at least after the 30-day period
is up.
When asked if AXOR could get
an extension on the 30-day response
period, Alexander replied, “We’re still
getting comments – not because we’re
accepting them past the due date, but
they’ve gone to the ministers and the
premier’s office, so we want to make
sure they are considered.” He said
the EAO “might have to allow the
proponent to have an extension.”
Simon Gourdeau from AXOR told
us on August 10 that the company was
still aiming to make the deadline, “but
we’ll see towards the end of this week.”
The public comment period was part
of the ongoing 180-day environmental
assessment review of the project, which
concludes at the end of November. Until

the end of the review period, the EAO
will work with AXOR to resolve the
issues identified by the public and the
intergovernmental working group.
Alexander explained that the 180day review period can be “suspended”
if the EAO needs additional information
to complete the assessment, or if the
proponent requests it. “It has happened
on other projects, but it’s too early to
tell if it’s something we would do on
this project,” said Alexander.
The intergovernmental working
group continues to meet throughout
the 180-day review period, right up
until the assessment report is submitted
to the Minister of Environment and
the Minister of Energy, Mines and
Petroleum for a final decision. The
working group includes representatives
from all three branches of the Ministry
of Environment; the Ministry of Energy,
Mines and Petroleum; the Ministry of
Forests; the Ministry of Transportation;
Interior Health; the Department of
Fisheries and Oceans, Transport Canada,
the RDCK and three First Nations:
Ktunaxa, Shuswap and Okanagan.

submitted
More than $9 million has been
returned to Basin communities in the
past year through the Columbia Basin
Trust’s programs and initiatives.
CBT’s 2008/09 annual report and
audited financial statements are now
available to the public.
“ C B T h a d a g o o d y e a r,
maintaining solid financial results,”
said Neil Muth, CBT President and
CEO. “We increased direct funding
benefits to Basin residents and
communities by 70 per cent over the
previous year, disbursing $9 million
through a range of programs and
initiatives and supporting hundreds
of community-based projects.”
CBT is committing $12 million
for its ‘delivery of benefits’ programs
and initiatives for each of the next two
fiscal years, increasing to $15 million
in 2011/12. The commitments are
possible due to the strong financial
performance of the trust’s investment
portfolio, with revenues totalling
$24.1 million, an increase of 24.7 per
cent from forecast, said Muth.
The annual report reflects the
performance of CBT for the 2008/09
year, ending March 31. It details the
financial investments and spending
of CBT, its mandate, vision and
organizational governance and
function, as well as feature articles
on some of the projects CBT has
provided support to in the past year.
Informative and reader-friendly,
the report is available to all residents
online at www.cbt.org or by calling
1-800-505-8998.

CBT works with people, groups,
communities and governments in
the region in a variety of ways to
deliver on its broad mandate, to
connect people and communities

to a common vision, and to leave a
lasting legacy in the Basin. It delivers
social, economic and environmental
benefits to the residents of the
Columbia Basin.

Huge response to public comment period on Glacier/Howser

CBT releases annual report for 2008/09

Dr. Henry Shimizu launched his book, Images of Internment, at the
Nikkei Internment Memorial Centre in New Denver on August 2. The
book contains a series of 27 oil paintings and their accompanying stories
based on Dr. Shimizu’s teenage years in New Denver’s internment camp.
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RDCK explores community-based power production
by Jan McMurray
The RDCK board has shown
an interest in getting involved in
independent power production.
A motion will be on the table
at the board’s August meeting that
“the RDCK investigate options for
partnering with adjacent and member
local governments, Columbia Basin
Trust, Columbia Power and other
local energy companies to support
local energy self-sufficiency and
retain the benefits of local renewable
energy sources as a component
of community sustainability and
reducing local greenhouse gas
emissions.”
This motion comes out of a
position paper entitled ‘Independent
Power Production and Local
Government’ by RDCK Director
John Dooley, Mayor of Nelson. At the
July meeting of the General Affairs
Committee, Doug Hurst of Nelson’s
Selkirk Power gave a presentation
and invited discussion with the
RDCK about partnering on projects.

Later in the meeting, Dooley, Director
Chernoff (Castlegar) and the RDCK’s
Chief Administrative Officer were
asked to draft the position paper. The
paper was submitted at the August
RDCK General Affairs Committee
meeting, and the recommended
motion will be voted on later this
month at the board meeting.
The paper identifies a potential
opportunity for local governments
to get involved in independent power
production because water licences
and land tenures for independent
power projects are approved for a 40year period, and then can be renewed
or transferred to the Province or new
licence holders.
“Further investigation into
available resources, funding, and
opportunities could allow for
the regional district to become
energy self-sufficient over time. If
approached as a partnership with
other interested local governments,
such projects could provide the
needed capacity and advantage to

seek cooperation from the Province
to ensure that when private sector and
independent power projects are up for
tenure that such projects revert back
to local and community control,”
states the paper.
Reasons why local governments
should be encouraging communitybased energy projects that are locally
owned, either by local residents,
companies or by local governments,
are outlined in the paper. It says that
community-based energy projects are
good for the local economy because
they create jobs, ensure that energy
revenues stay within the community,
and provide more accountability to
the public.
With two projects underway at
the RDCK that have some relevance
to the independent power production
issue (the Kootenay Carbon Neutral
Strategy and Smart Planning for
Communities), the paper states that
the energy issue should be looked at
as part of these two efforts.
Next steps are outlined as

by Jan McMurray
The Circle of Habondia Lending
Society has launched the WISH (Women
in Sustainable Housing) project for
women in the West Kootenays.
The project targets women who
have left violent relationships and older
women – two groups that have been
identified in studies as high risk and
very low income. Finding these women
affordable, safe and long-term housing,
and providing them with financial
education are the two main goals of
the project.
“A project combining financial
education with alternative housing
for women at risk has not been done
before. This is a pilot project that, if
successful, could become a template
for similar projects in the country,” said
Karyn Shaundell, who has been hired as
administrator for the project. “I’m very
excited about this project because it’s
actually going to make a difference in
people’s lives,” said Shaundell. “We’re
going out there to help at least 24 women
become stable. Every woman’s situation
will be unique, and it’s our job to make
something work for them.”
A $180,000 grant for the project

has been approved from the Status of
Women Canada. Michelle Mungall and
Maibrit Sorensen completed the grant
application on behalf of the society in
2008. The approval was announced in
March 2009, and the project timeline is
two and a half years, from May 2009 to
November 2011.
Shaundell and Jenna Shea were
hired to share a 40-hour work week
to manage the project. “It’s a real
advantage to have two heads to spark
ideas and to troubleshoot,” commented
Shaundell.
The first 12 participants in the
program must have left a violent
relationship, said Shaundell, explaining
that ‘violent’ could mean physical,
financial, mental or emotional, and they
must want to find affordable sustainable
housing.
Shaundell and Shea are looking for
workshop facilitators to lead seminars
on various topics such as financial
investing, financial literacy, property
rights, personal rights and nonviolent
communications. “We want participants
to have all the tools they need to succeed.”
Shaundell says outreach efforts
to find project participants include

networking with community services
organizations throughout the region, and
finding key contacts in the communities
that can get the information out. “We
want to make sure everyone in the
region hears about it so everyone has an
opportunity to apply,” she said.
Once there are 12 participants,
Shaundell says they will start reaching
out to older women. The hope is
that the participants can be matched
up into mutually beneficial housing
arrangements.
The Circle of Habondia Lending
Society formed in 1998 to offer financial
support for women and families by
offering micro-loans, pooling and sharing
resources, and to organize and participate
in empowering activities. ‘Habondia’ is
the Celtic goddess of abundance.

by Katrine Campbell
A successful pilot project in Winlaw
has resulted in the regional district
exploring the possibility of expanding
the Nelson library to Areas E, F and the
southern portion of Area H. Provincewide, only 1.4 per cent of the population
have no free library service; of those, 30
per cent live in the Regional District of
Central Kootenay.
Because of strong local support
for the Winlaw pilot, RDCK directors
voted to conduct a feasibility study to
evaluate the potential for an ongoing
contribution – i.e., for the Areas to pay
for service – to the Nelson library. This
would allow residents free access to all
the library’s facilities, as well as weekly
outreach delivery of books. The study
would cost up to $10,000 for each Area.
The Nelson library board will
develop a steering committee, made up of
residents of the three areas, to work with
the communities on a comprehensive
consultation process.
If the study’s results are positive, the

three Areas would provide $240,000 for
operational costs. This would allow the
library to hire two more people and to
lease a delivery van. One staffer would be
the outreach librarian who would provide
weekly service at designated sites; the
second person would work in the library
to accommodate increased demand.
The ongoing budget would be
funded 65 per cent by the City of Nelson,
and 35 per cent by the rural areas.
One representative for each electoral
area would be added to the library board.
A dispute resolution process would be
put in place, as would a process for
withdrawing from the library service.
In addition to free book borrowing,
other benefits include access to: DVDs,
MP3s and CDs; in-library computer
services; and online services including
interlibrary loans, online resources
such as magazines and periodicals,
downloadable audio, children’s
homework help, health and business
databases, and specific-use databases
such as the auto repair reference centre.

contacting Columbia Basin Trust,
Columbia Power and Selkirk Power
to discuss the issue of communitybased energy production.
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The paper also looks at financing
and ownership options, and funding
possibilities for community power
projects.

Odette’s Skin and Body Care
in Nakusp August 21 & 22

Appointments must be made by August 18

250-765-7892

email: odette.baumgartner@gmail.com
~ADVANCED SKIN CARE
~ESTHETICS SERVICES

Women in Sustainable Housing project launched in the West Kootenays

RDCK to study free library for rural areas

Slocan Lake Arena Society would like to thank
the following:
New Denver May Day Committee for the dream
of a Gazebo in Centennial Park and their funding
contribution ($3,000.00)
RDCK-Area H-CBT Community Initiatives Funding
Program ($2,000.00)
UBCM-Community Tourism Program (Phase 2)
($16,258.00)
Columbia Basin Trust-Community Development
Small Grants Program ($5,000.00)
Slocan Lake Recreation Commission #6-Grant-InAid ($1,000.00)
Village of New Denver ($8,042.00)
And all the dedicated volunteers and supporters
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Correction

Your coverage on the music fest
was great reading. One thing needs
correcting, though. Gregg Rolie did
not co-write Black Magic Woman.
The song was written by the legendary
Peter Green one of the co-founders of
Fleetwood Mac and that band released
it in 1968, two years before Santana.
N Richardson

How many others are there like
myself, who earn no extra income, that
have been targetted by our benevolent
government?
The agent on the phone says, “that
is the law.”
That answers it all.
Winnie Imrie
Nakusp

Mackle is off the
mark on the Kaslo
Congratulations community forest
to the Slocan
As a former director of the Kaslo
& District Community Forest Society
community
(KDCFS), Patrick Mackle should be
Kudos Joanne Ellis!
Congratulations to the Slocan
community on the opening of the
Tenacity Skatepark. Look what a little
community that can, can do!
Even Nelson hasn’t pulled off a
skatepark yet. Good job!
I think back over the nine years or so
that it took to raise the money, organize
countless events and include everybody
in the village in one way or another. Year
after year the youth stood behind it, even
though the original group is now mostly
graduated from Slocan.
One person stood behind this project
from the beginning and never gave up.
Tenacity indeed! You rock, Joanne Ellis.
You are indeed a champion and again I
gotta say, “Good job!”
Laverne Booth
Crawford Bay

Ludicrous
pension policies

How’s this for ludicrous? – meaning,
in this instance, ‘very ridiculous’.
I am a disabled pensioner and receive
a guaranteed monthly supplement to
keep us at least at poverty level. Don’t
get me wrong – I truly appreciate this
extra little help.
In 2007 the government gave a small
rise for cost-of-living, some $33 per year.
Therefore my income was taxed in 2008
– reducing my current new monthly
allowance by $2, or $24 per year, leaving
me with $9 per year.
I was not aware the cost of living
had gone down…

aware that operating a community forest
is not the same as commercial logging.
During times as bad as these in the forest
industry, corporations tend to lay off
workers and shut down. That may be
OK for Vancouver shareholders but it’s
not so good for the local community. The
KDCFS board realizes there is a need
to prepare for the future by developing
future cutblocks. It is undertaking a
long-term planning initiative with input
from knowledgeable local volunteers
and looking into innovative ways to
use wood waste, with input from other
community organizations. Bad economic
times are a good time to consolidate, plan
and prepare for better times.
Mr. Mackle, by contrast, seems to
want KDCFS to shut down while he
struggles to revive old controversies and
invent new ones. Anyone who cares to
ask will learn that the KDCFS board has
ensured that every expenditure Mr. Mackle
mentions is fully secured by contract or
work already performed. If you wonder
what’s going on at KDCFS, check out our
website (www.kaslocommunityforest.org)
or talk to a director.
Innuendo such as Mr. Mackle’s finds
fertile ground only in ignorance.
Don Scarlett
Kaslo

Glacier/Howser
project should
not proceed

As the RDCK Director for Area
D, I recognize the potential for positive

EDITORIAL / LETTERS POLICY

The Valley Voice welcomes letters to the editor and community news
articles from our readers.
Letters and articles should be no longer than 500 words and may be
edited. We reserve the right to reject any submitted material.
Please mark your letter “LETTER TO THE EDITOR.” Include your
address and daytime phone number for verification purposes.
We will not knowingly publish any letter that is defamatory or libelous.
We will not publish anonymous letters or letters signed with pseudonyms,
except in extraordinary circumstances.
Opinions expressed in published letters are those of the author and not
necessarily those of the Valley Voice.
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benefits from the Glacier/Howser
Project (AXOR) to local and regional
businesses, contractors and those
seeking employment at this time. I also
recognize the potential taxation benefits
that could accrue to Area D and School
District #8 (Kootenay Lake) over a 40year period.
Unfortunately the application as it
is currently written has thus far failed to:
• take into account the cumulative
socio-economic and environmental
impacts of the Duncan Reservoir;
• prove that there is a need to build
a transmission power line for electrical
power in the East Kootenay;
• acknowledge that BC Hydro is
purchasing from 6.5 to 16.7 megawatts
annually from FortisBC for the Lardeau
Valley service area;
• meet the requirements of sections
16 (1)(a) and (b), 16(1)(e) and 16.2 of the
Canadian Environmental Assessment
Act (CEAA) and sections 37, 38 and 40
of the Species At Risk Act;
• explain why BC Hydro would sign
a contract with AXOR when it has yet
to place generators in the Duncan Dam.
Potential impacts that need to be
addressed by creation of a federal review
panel, in accordance with the provisions
of sections 20 (1)(c) iii and 25(b) of the
CEAA, include threats to the:
• red-listed woodland mountain
caribou;
• population health of the blue listed
grizzly bear in the Purcell Mountains
as a result of the cumulative impacts of
the Duncan Reservoir, proposed Jumbo
Glacier Resort and AXOR’s proposed
transmission power line;
• blue listed wolverine, on which no
studies have been done by the proponent
to date;
• unique role played by the bluelisted bull trout in the Birnam, upper
Glacier and upper Howser Creeks upon
the already compromised bull trout
populations in the Kootenay-Columbia
drainage.
In conclusion, as the Director for
Area D, I ask each member of the
Intergovernmental Glacier/Howser
Working Group to answer three
questions.
Do we need this power in either the
East or West Kootenay?
If the answer is no, then given
the cumulative impacts of previous
hydro-electric projects throughout the
Kootenay-Columbia, why continue to
degrade the natural capital of this region?
If you determine that this project
should proceed, what compromises are
you prepared to make with the local and
regional population who are absolutely
opposed to it?
Based on the outcome of voting in

			

the spring 2009 provincial election, even
a majority of residents in the immediate
area of the project do not support AXOR
proceeding with their current proposal.
For more information please contact
me at (250) 354-2948.
My submission to the Environmental
Assessment Office and the 51 questions
I pose is available upon request. See
my submission at http://a100.gov.
bc.ca/appsdata/epic/html/deploy/epic_
document_282_31028.html.
Andy Shadrack
Kaslo

David Orcutt’s
Passing

A dear friend and neighbour, David
O, was laid to rest at Dumont Cemetery
in Winlaw on Saturday, July 25. After the
informal ceremony, a friend remarked
that David would have enjoyed his
own funeral. For those unable to attend
or who did not receive the news, a
Celebration of Life will be held next
summer at the Vallican Whole.
I was fortunate to be able to visit
David a few times this past year in
which he was in Purdy Pavilion at UBC
in Vancouver. He remained himself to
the end. The kind heart, open mind and
playful spirit of David was evident in
his interactions with the other residents.
I saw him wheel his wheelchair over to
a new member of the 4th floor Purdy
Pavillion to say, “I’m so glad to see you.
I am happy that you are here.”
As the Pastor played some old time
tunes on the piano, I saw David dancing
in his wheelchair. When David saw me,
he didn’t miss a beat asking, “Would you
like to dance?”
David and the Minister had gotten
close in David’s last year; David said he
was reminded of his own Baptist roots
and the evangelist in him who wanted
to spread the word about the Holoverse
- that all hearts are truly interconnected
as One.
David leaves 40 years of work
dedicated to develop a picture language
so that his son Kevin, a differently
abled fellow, could learn to read and
write. Worldsign Language became
Symbolvision over the years as the
language moved from a visual, signed
language into a multi-sensory and multicultural communication system that can
be written, danced and animated. David
left many treasures including his early
filmstrips from his time as a puppeteer
with CBC in early ’50s.
Worldsign Communication Society
is dedicated to promoting the use of the
international language system. At this
time, with the passing of David, we are
wanting to archive all of his material,
books full of dreams, etc. If you are
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moved to make a contribution to this
work, please call 250-355-2408 or email
laverne@theeastshore.net. Worldsign
classes are available; call the number
above.
Blessings to all who knew David.
In one of the final phone conversations,
David was philosophical saying that
he found the world to be increasingly
difficult to get along in and felt that many
people could do more for other people.
David himself did more for other people.
Now he is with his blessed holospirit in
the holoverse.
Laverne Booth
Crawford Bay

Argenta Quakers
stress spiritual values
in environmental
assessment of
Glacier/Howser

The Argenta Quaker meeting has
approved the following minute:
“Argenta Monthly Meeting of the
Religious Society of Friends (Quakers)
is responding to the environmental
assessment of proposed hydroelectric
projects on Glacier and Howser Creeks,
a few kilometres north of Argenta.
We wish to underline the importance
of spiritual values in this, and any,
environmental assessment. Spiritual
values are the basis of the cultural
environment in which we live; to ignore
them would be to ignore the basic beliefs
that form us and our society.
“An environmental assessment,
if it includes reference to any human
values at all, must recognize their
spiritual foundations. Without them, no
evaluation can make the assessment we
are all called to make as human beings:
the distinction between right and wrong.
“Less spiritual impacts of the project
may be more obvious. Clearly, these two
creeks are outstanding natural assets
that cannot be replaced. Surely, we
cannot remove most of the water from a
major creek without causing irreparable
physical and biological impact on it.
Certainly, the rapids and waterfall at
the base of Howser Creek are a national
treasure. It is clearly unwise to bisect
the northern Purcell Mountains with a
transmission line. In truth, our society
does not need the electricity these plants
would produce and indeed our duty to
God, to nature and to each other calls us
to drastically lower our consumption of
electricity and our impact on the world.
Each of us, including the workers of
the Environmental Assessment Office
and the minister, is called to make the
changes that fall within our power to
continued on page 5
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continued from page 4
move our society away from crazed,
wasteful consumption.
“But it is apparent from the strength
and depth of public outcry that these
two projects touch values that are even
more basic to our human nature. At the
EAO’s public meeting in Kaslo – the
meeting which was taken over by the
public and the public’s agenda – we
heard the people of the Kootenays talk
about the importance of these creeks.
Repeatedly, though these people came
from different walks of life and different
religious persuasions, they used the word
“spiritual.” It is not important whether
we Quakers share the particular religious
callings of any of these people. What is
important is that so many Kootenayans
share a feeling, a calling, which some of
us call spiritual, and which urges us to
protect those creeks.
“The spiritual value of Glacier and
Howser Creeks, like the spiritual value
of wilderness, does not depend on how
many people set foot there, nor indeed
on any human use. Its value comes from
its existence; we human observers are
merely witnesses to it.
“Argenta Monthly Meeting is one of
those observers. Our witness is that the
proposed projects at Glacier and Howser
Creeks are abominations, detrimental
to the right relationships between God,
nature and society.”
Argenta Quaker Meeting
Seán Hennessey, clerk

Tribute to David
Orcutt, Valley
Visionary

Saturday, July 26, 2009 David
Orcutt was laid to rest at the age of 86
in the Winlaw Dumont Creek Cemetery
he helped create. Attended by multigenerations of people from all walks of
life who sang, danced, signed and spoke
of his remarkable life, this poignant and
moving celebration of David reminds
us all of the power of living language
to touch all lives and revitalize our
connections to all living systems.
David was present in an open coffin
where everyone in attendance was able
to say their personal goodbyes to him
before he was lowered into the grave.
Many wonderful stories were told by
people of all ages who spoke of their
gratitude of having been privileged to
know David, share in his lifework, be
touched by his unbounded generosity
and unfettered kindness and spark of
endless creativity.
David was an early animator and
inventor of ‘live animation,’ a puppeteer
extraordinaire discovered as an
extraordinary talent by CBC Vancouver
in the days when television was yet live.
He travelled the world extensively after
fathering a deaf son, learning American
Indian Sign Language, Indian/Nepalese
sign and every other international signing
system. Amalgamating the best features/
syntaxes, he invented a revolutionary
kinetic language system called ‘World
Sign’ based on and in movement and
spent his life continuously refining/
revising/publishing new symbollaries
and teaching World Sign to others with
the help of many friends world-wide and
especially in the Slocan Valley.
Some years ago, I work with him on

a project called ‘KaleidoFaire’ in New
Denver along with Steve Lones, Felicity
and others in a tent in downtown New
Denver which featured portable multiple
projection screens and images which
engaged visitors in formerly unknown,
unseen, unexplored ways and kicked off
with a zany parade through the streets of
New Denver.
One night many years ago
(pre-computer/PowerPoint days) I
accompanied John Lennon’s ‘Imagine’
at the Silverton Gallery, along with
my daughter Justine Bennett – then
age 12 – now a singer-songwriter in
San Francisco (www.myspace.com/
justinebennett) and a multi-projection
screen with David and others signing
in World Sign. Truly ground-breaking
performance art in its day. The audience
learned to sign that song that night and
I consider it to be a highlight among
many outstanding Silverton Gallery
performances over the years.
David was a visionary who inspired
everyone who came in contact with
him throughout his life to step beyond
the boundaries and limits of their own
rationale frameworks and our usual timespace continuum into the realm of truly
limitless imagination and participation
through a living, moving language form:
World Sign.
We who knew and treasured David
Orcutt learned the basics of World Sign
and participated in his often wild and
seemingly wacky projects designed to
shake up our own and others’ perceptions
of the world and reality itself, will work
to keep his creative spirit alive in the
world and spread the knowledge and use
of World Sign.
David’s final words were “I have a
plan.” Imagine...
Judy Maltz
Silverton

More on what’s
wrong with
New Denver

First and foremost I would like to
thank all the people that commented
on my last letter. The support was
overwhelming! It is apparent that
many local residents have the same
frustrations, but are uncomfortable in
voicing their concerns. For the most part
stating they feel it is a waste of time as
nothing will change.
Second, I must share my
astonishment when reviewing a
publication of the Valley Voice to see
a picture of Rhonda Bouillet accepting
a cheque on behalf of the Slocan Lake
Arena Society. Now this is a woman
who without a doubt cares for the future
of this community! I thought this effort
was dead in the water. I would think by
now most would have been discouraged
and walked away.
Once again Rhonda and her family
(which long ago started with her mother
Bev Casley, Joan Law, and the other
ladies of this group) quietly work
relentlessly in this community on many
functions for the young and old.
I personally will never forget
the comforting words of Bev at our
brother’s memorial service. We never
even thought about the refreshments and
as my sister thanked Bev she told us to
never mind, our grandmother (Bernice

Clever) worked hard in this community
all her life.
It is my opinion, which is shared
by others, that after reviewing other
municipalities and the grants they have
successful applied for and received, that
the players in this municipality do not
seem to share the vision of a community
that takes into consideration all the needs
of all the people.
This lack of desire already does
and will continue to have a great impact
on the working class family especially
(many of which have to find work
elsewhere). Many kids that had a desire
to work a summer job could not locally
find one! All organized sports and many
extracurricular activities are a heavy
burden to these families in this area
with the added expensive of travel and
accommodations. These are all things
families have to consider. Most fight
the obvious to relocate in knowing that
it would provide better opportunities for
both parents and children. Still choosing
family bonds over better opportunities.
As the sick and elderly (many
who once took solace that they would
and could stay here and continue to be
surrounded by familiarity) now have to
leave the comfort and support of their
community.
Keeping tax dollars as low as
possible is what most desire of course,
but at the cost of a town becoming
totally run down and at the risk of
losing what few services are left? The
discouragement and/or criticism of
upgrading, new development or events
that would encourage tourism and their
dollars because it is a conflict with the
lifestyles (of what many believe to be a
very vocal, non taxpaying minority) is
shameful. Some can slow progression,
but in the long run you can’t stop it
without huge repercussions.
Sabrina D George
Calgary/New Denver

Kaslo Community
Forest struggling
with downturn

While everyone else in the forest
industry has cut their spending, the
Kaslo and District Community Forest
Society continues to spend money on
timber development despite there being
no bidders on three blocks that were
recently advertised by the society. This
was revealed at the board meeting on
Wednesday July 8, when woodlands
manager Rainer Muenter reported that
after the viewing he was told no one is
buying cedar poles, the pulp industry has
no money, and the Minister of Forests,
Pat Bell, recently advised all community
forest licensees to not count on making
money from selling logs for the next
five years.
The three blocks were projected
to generate $515,400 in revenue for
this year so the board asked Muenter
to come up with various business plans
to consider so they could re-advertise
the blocks. Muenter said he would, but
added that in the past when he presented
business plans to the board they said
there were too many numbers.
Muenter did offer some advice to
make up the shortfall. He said that the
minister suggested community forest
licensees consider bio-fuels as an option
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for revenue and that funding may be
available if they partnered with the
Village of Kaslo. Muenter also suggested
that the board consider selling their
timber as firewood or develop some
extremely high-value cedar blocks.
Depending on the type of logging
chosen by the board, Muenter projected
revenues of $21,000 to $70,000 from
the cedar blocks and offered a detailed
business plan for their perusal.
Muenter also told the board that
no one wanted to buy cedar poles as
advertised – as a standing timber sale,
but preferred the conventional method
– decked on a landing, so as to avoid
breakage of the timber. The board’s
preference is to sell the timber as standing
timber as they consider the conventional
method as micromanagement.
Other problems are associated with
a standing timber sale, such as tracking
volumes and income earned, as the board
learned when they sold 21,000 cubic
metres that was developed by the 2006
board. This sale was accompanied by a
new road, another one under permit and
$278,000 in the bank account.
What didn’t come with the sale
was the previous woodland manager,
as he was fired by the board with no
transition plan in place for a new one.
That decision cost the society $100,000
on a cost-plus learning curve basis
with the replacement managers until a
new contract was signed a year later.
Fortunately this board has assured the
members that this money is still owed
to the society and will be repaid over
a four-year period in equivalent timber
production by the new managers.
Another agenda item at the meeting
was a request from woodland manager
Richard Marchand for an advance of up
to $30,000 for his timber development
even though it does not yet meet the
terms of the employment contract. He
cited unusual delays and reminded the
board that it was built into the 2009
budget. The board agreed to his request.
As I sat through this three-hour
meeting I thought to myself, I also sat as
a director for two years with this board
and they haven’t learned a thing. There
is a failure to recognize the signs that
with no revenue coming in, no one is
reconciling this year’s projected deficit
of $201,890, and in light of the new
developments, no one is trying to recover
more or all of the $100,000 owed to the
society sooner instead of later.
If I didn’t know any better I would
think there is merit to the rumour that
the society is going broke and the
managers may see it but the board can’t
figure it out.
Patrick Mackle
Kaslo

When a tree
falls in the
village...

Late last week, a hundred years
of history crashed to the ground in our
front yard. It started on Thursday when
a fork of the great tree that had graced
our lawn for a century snapped off in a
storm, taking off some of the corner of
our house on the way down.
On the day of the storm, many
people stopped by to help. My wife was
at work and I was on my way back from

Vernon. Our three boys put their Search
and Rescue skills to work, looking after
the tarping of the high, steep roof with
help from a family friend. Others went
in search of milk jugs to be filled with
water and then attached to the tarp to
weigh it down. Everyone was sorry to
see the damage to the house, but houses
can be fixed. The worst thing, everyone
agreed, was that the tree would have to
come down.
The tree had shaded our family
for three generations. My brother and
sisters and I, and our friends, had scaled
its heights back in the 1950s and ’60s.
It was already huge back then. Thirty
years later, our four kids and their friends
swung on its tire swing. Our old dog
would snuffle in between its gigantic
roots on a hot summer day, and dig a
dusty hollow to escape the heat. The
tree got bigger every year – a landmark
in Kaslo.
We spoke to Rob Tate about bringing
the crippled tree down. On Saturday, he
and Paddy Flanagan showed up at 8
in the morning. They brought their
equipment with them – nothing fancy,
just climbing spurs and safety belt, a
block and tackle and lots of rope, and
a couple of saws. Rob went up the tree
and didn’t come down for six hours,
limbing it on the way up, with Paddy
down below handling ropes and tackle
and clean-up saw.
The house was 20 feet to the north, a
wrought-iron fence and telephone wires
20 feet to the south. To avoid ornamental
trees and shrubs, they would have to
put the tree down within a width of not
much more than 15 feet. The tree trunk
came down in two pieces, each one
50 to 55 feet long. A crowd gathered,
and cheered when each piece came
down safely, exactly where Rob and
Paddy had planned. It was an incredible
undertaking.
After he came down from his
perch, I talked to Rob about this work.
Sometimes it’s Paddy up the tree; this
time it was Rob. Sometimes they work
alone. I wondered how they did it,
swaying a hundred feet up, saw in hand,
sometimes leaning out, working the saw
with one hand, hanging on with the other.
How do you tackle a job like that? Rob
looked over at the pieces of tree lying
on the ground, then up to where the top
used to be, and he said, “Well, you just
look at the job, and then you think about
it, and then you do it.”
That comment made me think about
all the people like Rob and Paddy in our
community, both now and in years gone
by. Men and women who take a look at
a hard job, think about it, and then just
do it. Maybe it’s simply doing their work
every day, or raising funds or doing other
volunteer work, or raising a family. The
backbone of the community, they don’t
complain about things, they just get to
work. And when they’re done, they don’t
make a big deal about it.
On Thursday, it was all the people
who stopped by to help. On Saturday,
it was two good men, doing a hard job,
and doing it well.
Our family lost a constant,
sometimes mystic presence, and the
town lost a landmark, but we all gained
something in the process.
Tom Humphries
Kaslo
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World Changing Careers conference a boost for sustainability-oriented youth
by Art Joyce
“Civilization is a race between
education and catastrophe,” HG Wells
once wrote. That seems to sum up
the mix of hopefulness and sobering
environmental news at the World
Changing Careers conference held in
Vancouver July 23-27.
About 250 people converged
on the UBC campus for the event,
organized by Alysia Garmulewicz of
Hills. Delegates, mostly in the 18-24 age
range, were treated to keynote speeches
by cutting edge sustainability thinkers
from universities and foundations across
North America. The program also
featured workshops with industry leaders
in clean energy innovation, legal issues
and financial sustainability.
While the business world has
seized upon ‘sustainability’ and ‘green’
as yet another marketing tool, one
corporation – InterfaceFLOR – is
actually doing it. Interface is the world’s
largest manufacturer of commercial
carpet, and thanks to a change of heart
in its CEO Ray Anderson, has as its
corporate mandate ‘Mission Zero’ – to
achieve a zero carbon footprint by 2020.

It has already, through product design
and reintegration of waste materials,
diverted 94 million pounds of carpet
from landfills. Nadine Gudz, Manager
of Sustainable Strategy for the company,
related how Mission Zero is being
achieved through a complete redesign
of its manufacturing structure.
The need for total systems redesign
was also highlighted by Dave Waldron
of Synapse Strategies, a consultant to the
David Suzuki Foundation. The traditional
industrial model has concentrated
solely on a linear stream from raw
materials extraction to manufacturing
to distribution to consumption to waste.
Corporations have ‘externalized’ all
other costs associated with this system,
for example the added community health
costs when pollution of an ecosystem
leads to an increase in disease. These
costs are usually absorbed by taxpayers.
Nature’s systems are closed loops with
complete cycles of nutrients, decay, and
regeneration. No toxins are produced and
everything eventually becomes food for
the next part of the cycle. Scientists are
urging this kind of closed loop thinking
on industrial systems if we are to avert
disaster as a civilization.
Liza Ireland’s keynote presentation
focused on the public education system
as one of the roots of unsustainable
thinking. She discussed how the industrial
model of education, with students in
warehouse-like rows having prescribed
‘learning outcomes’ transmitted to them,
has led to a drastic drop in ‘divergent
thinking.’ This quality is vital to the
ability to think for oneself and arrive at
independent conclusions – and to the next
generation’s ability to redesign systems
for sustainability by thinking ‘outside
the box.’A complete systems redesign of
education is therefore needed. “We don’t
have time to waste the human energy or
the time we’ve got,” Ireland concluded.
That sentiment was echoed by
Janine Benyus, head of the Biomimicry
Guild, who urged students not to plan
careers based on “making widgets.”
Biomimicry is the science of studying
nature to solve design problems –
an exciting new field that will need
workers capable of blending biology and
engineering. “Nature has been evolving
and perfecting its systems for 3.8 billion
years. Homo sapiens have been around
200,000 years. Which would you go
to for wisdom in designing systems?”
Benyus asked. The Biomimicry Guild
is working with corporations to create
thin film solar panels that use dyes based
on the principles of photosynthesis in a
leaf – the world’s most efficient energy
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system. An apartment building in Harare,
Zimbabwe has been modeled after
termite mounds, which use a complex
system of venting to keep the interior at
a constant cool temperature even in the
scorching African heat. No potentially
toxic refrigerant gases are needed.
“Biomimicry makes us students rather
than conquerors,” Benyus concluded.
Professor George Lakoff, Goldman
Professor of Linguistics at the University
of Berkeley, explained why it can be so
hard to get peoples’ behaviour to change.
This spoke directly to pollster Jim
Hoggan’s talk, which noted that while
85% of Canadians consider themselves
highly concerned about climate change
only 20% of them modify their actions.

Lakoff explained that environmental
education has focused too much on facts
and not enough on an appeal to peoples’
values, which form the ‘frames’ through
which they see the world. New research
on the brain is showing that we are
‘hard-wired’ for empathy. Reinforcing
this quality in early childhood education
as a basis for environmental sensibilities
is vital.
Teryn Norris of the Breakthrough
Institute pointed out the immense
challenge ahead of us: scientists are
urging a 50% reduction in greenhouse
gases in the next 50 years if we are to
avert climate change disaster. Norris
believes a 1960s-style ‘space race’ with
massive public investment in renewable

energy technologies is our best hope.
Ken Webster spoke of the inherent
unsustainability of ‘money as debt’
and the need for reform of the current
financial system. Other speakers related
the latest thinking in permaculture, a
closed-loop, non-destructive system
of agriculture; of health futurists who
are calling for a transformation of
the medical system; lawyers who are
drafting the new legislation for carbon
trading; and sophisticated pollsters who
are using advanced software to help
cities see the impacts of their decisions
40 years into the future.
To learn more, see excerpts of keynote
speeches and download talk transcripts,
go to www.worldchangingcareers.com.

submitted
Mountain Sky is still expanding,
even during this current recession.
The Crescent Valley company has
been crafting its popular natural bar
soaps for 15 years and is now making
authentic castile liquid soap in six
varieties.
“Many people have been
requesting liquid soaps from us,”
says co-owner Raynald Losier. “We
have invested in a new manufacturing
process and have spent a lot of time
experimenting with recipes and
scents.”
According to co-owner Nina
George, “Our new liquid soaps are
really mild and wonderful. I think
one of our new scents, Shiva’s
Nirvana, is going to be our top
selling liquid product, similar to our
top selling body bar, Kali Spice.”
All of Mountain Sky’s liquid
soaps are made only with simple
ingredients, not synthetic detergent
blends. Many liquid soaps on
the market are actually a blend
of detergents, which have major
ecological impacts from their
manufacturing processes.
D e t e rg e n t s o r c l e a n s e r s
are created by breaking down
petrochemicals, or corn oils and fats

(oleochemicals), and heating them at
extremely high temperatures, then
exposing them to toxic chemicals
to isolate key ingredients in your
‘natural’ cosmetic product. This
method of breaking down a natural
product into isolated ingredients
creates a large waste problem for
waterways. The higher ecological
impact of the waste stream and
transportation issues due to

complex manufacturing is often
not considered in evaluating the
greenness of a product.
Mountain Sky’s castile soaps are
created by mixing natural oils with
an alkali (sodium hydroxide for solid
soap or potassium hydroxide for
liquid soap) and retains its natural
glycerin to create a milder soap
while still retaining anti-bacterial
properties.

by Katrine Campbell
The days of it being no big deal
to get caught growing a couple of pot
plants are over, say the RCMP. In the
past, those caught were required to
turn over the goods, and generally
given a warning. Now, however,
police are charging people.
A recent bust in Meadow Creek
is “one of several investigations
…that not only focus on locating
marijuana plants but also concentrate
on identifying and charging the
individuals responsible,” says Cpl
Chris Backus of the Kaslo detachment.
“We are achieving great results
this year with respect to the number
of individuals actually charged for
marijuana cultivation, compared to
other years.”
On July 28, along with the
Kootenay Boundary Regional
Detachment General Investigation
Section, they executed a search
warrant on a ‘large property’ in
Meadow Creek and seized about 150
plants and several firearms.
“The plants were very good
quality compared to others that we
have seen,” says Cpl. Chris Backus.
“The average marijuana plant we
would find outdoors in late fall may

be approximately three to four feet
high, and yield three to four ounces…
some of the plants we seized today
were over eight feet high and could
easily yield half a pound, doubling

the regular size and yield.”
Three people were arrested, and
Kaslo RCMP will recommend charges
of cultivation, and of unsafe storage of
a firearm, to crown counsel.

by Katrine Campbell
Ready for the Nakusp Fall Fair?
Even though we’re deep in the hottest
part of summer, fall is just around the
corner and it’s time to consider your
entries for the many competitions.
There’s the ever-popular kids’
zucchini races, a ‘trashion’ show (recycle
trash into a treasure, or re-style it into
clothing for a fashion show), and of
course the traditional competitions for
biggest and best vegetables, fruits and
flowers, canning and baking, quilts and
crafts. The fall fair takes place Saturday,
September 12, 9:30 to 3:30, at the arena.
All exhibits and entries must be taken
to the arena auditorium between 3 and
6 pm Friday for registration and set-up.
Judging will take place at 7 pm. The
next day, the doors open at 9:30, with
a $3 admission charge (free for kids
under 12).
Some of the other highlights: Nakusp
& Area Community Foundation’s Jail &
Bail fundraiser, from 9:30 to noon;

zucchini races from noon to 1 pm;
the Trashion show at 1:30; and the
concession will be open for lunch from
11:30 am to 2 pm.
Rules for the zucchini races:
maximum wheel base length is 10
inches, and the gourd can’t weigh more
than two kilograms. The car must fit on
the track, and you can’t use a roller skate
for a base. The race is for kids 12 and
under. For more information, call Mark
Aichele at 265-4684.
For the Trashion show, make an
outfit from “re-stylin’ wearable items”
and then sashay on stage. The outfit
must be “decent in presentation and hold
together while worn for a walk across
the stage.”
Categories for the traditional
competitions include 23 for flowers,
11 for fruits, 41 for regular vegetables,
13 for giant vegetables, 11 for home
canning, 15 for baking, and 58 for arts,
crafts and hobbies. There are also subcategories for juniors and seniors.

Mountain Sky still growing with new product line

Raynald Losier with daughters Malaya Mountain and Rahel Sky show off their
new line of liquid castile soaps.

Meadow Creek pot bust – RCMP tolerance waning

Nakusp Fall Fair only a month away
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Lardeau Valley greenhouse project cultivates local economic development
by Jan McMurray
An idea to build a greenhouse in
the Lardeau Valley has blossomed into
several ideas for spin-off businesses that
could bolster the local economy and help
bring the valley’s fractured communities
together.
A group of six citizens from Meadow
Creek and Cooper Creek began talking
about the community greenhouse as a
way to foster healthy food sustainability
in the area, to create jobs, and to provide
educational opportunities for the students
at Jewett School and community
members. The group recognized a strong
interest in horticulture and agriculture in
the valley, and wanted to demonstrate
that the community does not have to rely
on outside businesses to create jobs in the

area. “We can make it happen ourselves
without waiting for corporations,” said
spokesperson for the committee, Len
Trenholm.
The group secured funding from
the Columbia Basin Trust to do a
feasibility study for the greenhouse
project. Trenholm reported that the study
is just being completed and will soon be
submitted to the CBT.
“We focused on the greenhouse
project in the study, but we bring in the
spin-off ideas as elements that would
enhance the greenhouses,” explained
Trenholm. Spin-off ideas include a
wood pellet plant, grain farming, haying,
composting, a storefront for animal feed,
a storefront for local artwork, and a
transport vehicle (two-ton van) to haul

produce to Nelson and carry supplies
back up the valley.
He said that the study will propose
the construction of four 3,000-squarefoot greenhouses. The committee
is looking at heating the structures
with wood pellets and air source heat
pumps, supplemented with solar and
stone ovens. They have also looked at
unheated greenhouses, and are not sure
which way they will go with the first four.
“The four greenhouses are a starting
place only,” said Trenholm. “Unheated
ones could be added so that we could
push the market on corn by six weeks.
A heat pump could extend the season by
two months on either end.”
He said they’d like to use the
greenhouses year-round if possible, and

by Jan McMurray
An unlikely crew has arrived in
Nakusp to help deal with the remains of
the burnt Green Door building.
The crew, a group of five
motorcyclists from the Alliance Church
in Linden, Alberta, was looking for a
place to go on holiday where they could

do some great motorbiking and also do
some positive community work.
Nakusp certainly fit the bill for
great motorbiking, so the pastor of the
Alliance Church in Linden called Pastor
Warren Fulmore of the Alliance Church
in Nakusp to see what could be arranged.
Fulmore says he went to Mayor Hamling

by Jan McMurray
The Kaslo and District Community
Forest Society board received a
strongly worded letter of warning
about the community forest’s “current
management style” from longtime local
logger, Jeff Mattes. Mattes starts off by
thanking the directors for circulating an
Invitation to Tender for three cutblocks
within CP15 (Kemp Creek Fire Guard
Right-of-Way). “However, upon review
of the documents it leads me to ask
the question, ‘What have you all been
smoking?’ Should you get any bona
fide offers according to your requested
upset stumpages, please let me know as
I currently have 20,000m3 to sell and
would readily accept any offers of this
price.”
The society did not receive any
bids on the Invitation to Tender, despite
circulating it to 20 local and regional
companies. Five of the companies
viewed the blocks. The upset stumpage
rate or lowest acceptable rate advertised
in the Invitation to Tender was $15 per
cubic metre for two of the blocks, and
$25 per cubic metre for the one block
with a substantial amount of cedar.
In his letter, Mattes suggests that the
society close down its management and

operations until the market comes back,
and hire Registered Forestry Technicians
as needed for any required silviculture
work during this interim period.
KDCFS Chair Rob Mitchell
reported that at the July meeting, the
board decided to invite Mattes to the
August meeting to explain the letter.
“We think it’s unclear exactly what his
concerns are,” said Mitchell. Mattes
cannot make it to the August meeting,
but will meet with the board at another
mutually convenient time.
Mitchell also reported that the board
is looking at other ways to package the
timber sale for CP15. “We’re looking
at re-packaging the wood available
and new wood being developed, and
hopefully we’ll find a combination of
raw material and harvesting methods that
will be agreeable to someone out there.”
As far as concerns within the
community about the financial situation
of KDCFS, Mitchell said the board
treasurer was fully aware of the society’s
fiscal position and was keeping the board
informed. “We’re not making money
and we have to spend money, but we are
nowhere near broke,” he said. “We’re
constantly thinking about alternatives
to our way of doing business.”

for ideas on community work that
needed doing, and she put them in touch
with Jason Rogers of SAYOPS, the
non-profit society that owns the Green
Door property.
Fulmore says members of the
Nakusp Alliance Church will help out
as well.
Rogers explained that the
society is under Order from the Fire
Commissioner’s Office to either tear the
building down or to substantially board it
up by the end of August, “so we’ve lined
up this crew to help us comply.”
The insurance claim has not been
completely settled, but a senior adjustor
from the company, Aviva Canada,
is coming for a site visit on Tuesday
(August 11). “We’re hopeful that
the lines of communication with the
insurance company will re-open and
we’ll have a positive conclusion in the
near future,” said Rogers.
The building burned down on March
12, 2006.

submitted
The International Selkirk Loop
(ISL) has been included as one of the
top ten destinations in the ‘Northern
Rockies’ (the US designation). The
Top 10 Scenic Drives in the Northern
Rockies, according to its promoters,
“has been unveiled as North America’s
newest destination for domestic and
international travellers who seek an
authentic experience with scenic beauty,
wildlife and recreation that delivers
a connection with the environment, a
variety of cultures and North American
history.”
The Top 10 Scenic Drives spans BC
and Alberta and five US states (Idaho,

Montana, Wyoming, Washington and
Oregon).
In addition to the Selkirk Loop, the
Hot Springs Circle Tour and WatertonGlacier International Peace Park are on
the list of destinations.

Christian bikers lend a helping hand in Nakusp

Kaslo Community Forest management questioned

International Selkirk Loop named to Top 10

Smokey Creek Salvage
24 HR TOWING

New & Used Auto Parts, Back Hoe Work,
Certified Welding & Repairs, Vehicle Removal
WE BUY CARS & TRUCKS

359-7815 ; 1-877-376-6539
3453 YEATMAN RD, SOUTH SLOCAN

Advertising
doesn’t cost.
It Pays!

would like to see outdoor crops as well.
“There is no limit to what we can do if
we can encourage others to grow as well,
and we can market together.”
Trenholm said that finding markets
for the produce was part of the study. “It
seems very positive,” he said. “Kaslo and
Nelson seem optimistic about buying
produce, particularly the restaurants.
They like the idea of having produce
fresh from that same morning, and it fits
in with the 100 Mile Diet idea.”
The group has identified three or four
potential locations for the greenhouses,
in Meadow Creek, Cooper Creek, and in
the vicinity of the Argenta Road turnoff.
They have formed a non-profit
society with the idea that the society will
own the greenhouses and hire people

to run them. Trenholm says the project
could create 12 permanent jobs and
12 temporary jobs. “With a non-profit
society, any profits will be plowed
back into the community, and there is
community ownership that way,” he said.
Trenholm said the expertise of the
six committee members is so impressive
that they decided to do the study
themselves rather than contracting out
to someone who may not be acquainted
with all the aspects of farming and
growing. Trenholm himself has 30 years
of farming experience. Another also
has extensive farming experience and
one has nine years of experience with
greenhouses. There are also committee
members with business and marketing
expertise.

We, at Jones Boys Boats, are proud to support our local SPCA and Kaslo
Grammas to Grammas (Stephen Lewis
Foundation).
During the summer boating season we will donate
$100 for every boat purchase exceeding $15,000
LOCATED ON BEAUTIFUL KOOTENAY LAKE
to the SPCA or a charity of your choice!
HWY 31 NORTH, AINSWORTH, BC
TOLL-FREE FOR SALES 1-877-552-6287

Remember, nobody beats a Jones Boys Deal!
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Archaeological dig attracts large crowd for open house
Almost 150 people showed up July
26 to see what a month-long archaeology
field school near Lemon Creek had
dug up. The open house was held at
the Slocan Narrows prehistoric village
site by Dr. Nathan Goodale and eight
students. They spent July at the site,
about two km north of Lemon Creek,
collecting charcoal fragments and
artifacts to date the nine native pithouses
excavated so far. This provides more
information about settlement patterns
and populations in prehistoric times. So
far, radiocarbon dating shows human
occupation as far back as 2,900 years.
The community day was organized
by the Slocan Valley Heritage Trail
Society (SVHTS), which invited
people to hike or bike the trail to reach
the village. Goodale and the students
prepared an interpretive event, to share
what is known about the site and what
was taking place at the field school,
which is organized through Hamilton
College in New York State.
As people arrived at the site, they
were organized into small groups of
15 or so, with a new tour starting
every 20 minutes from 11 am to 2 pm.
First, Goodale explained to each group
the history of the Slocan Narrows
Archaeological Project (SNAP), which
originated in 2000 when the University
of Lethbridge and University of

Montana organized the first field school
to investigate this site. He then gave a
brief overview about what is known of
the prehistory of the area.
Goodale was a student participant in
the 2000 project, working on his master’s
degree at the time, and has become
committed to advancing knowledge of
the prehistory of the Slocan Valley.
Next, each group was led to pithouse
#1 where Megan Fung and Maddy Gunter
gave a short talk on the information
gathered in 2000. Radiocarbon dating of
charcoal excavated at that time showed
human occupations of the site between
2,900 to 2,400 years ago, and again
between 800 to 300 years ago. They also
talked about what is known of pithouse
construction.
At the next station, Erica Kowsz and
Grace Jacobson explained what is known
about pithouses 2, 3 and 5. Number two
is the largest dated pithouse – 2,800
years old – but, depending on the carbon
dating obtained this year, #6 may take
that distinction. It is among the largest
pithouses on the Canadian Plateau,
measuring 23 metres in diameter, but is
currently undated.
At #7 Casey McNiel and Leslie
Cohen spoke about some questions and
theories regarding social organization. It
is possible that different sized pithouses
may have served different functions,
with some having community functions
other than residential. There is also the
possibility of size being reflective of
wealth or status within the society.
Finally, each group was directed
to pithouse #9 where Laura Defrank
and Cara Beth Lombardi spoke about
the stratigraphy of the pithouses – or
the different layers encountered when
excavating them – and about ‘salvage
archaeology.’ This pithouse has been
half eroded away by the Slocan River
and was more extensively excavated
during the project than other sites in order
to salvage what knowledge it contains
before it is lost forever to erosion.
As a result of both the erosion and
the more extensive excavation, the
pithouse floor was highly visible in
cross-section and the various soil layers
were readily discernable to observers.
The students were able to share a great
deal of information with the participants.
Following the tour, each group

emerged back onto the rail trail where
the SVHTS hosted a barbecue. The
participants donated just under $1,000,
which covered the cost of the barbecue
with enough left to pay for one extra

radiocarbon date. The Columbia Basin
Trust has also made a contribution to
radiocarbon dating of the site. Goodale
expects that seven or eight more
pithouses can be dated as a result of
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these local contributions, which will add
significantly to our knowledge of the
pre-history of the Slocan Valley.
He plans to bring another field
school to the site in the summer of 2011.

Laura Defrank and Cara Beth Lombardi show a tour group the cross section of pithouse #9, which is eroding into the
river, explaining the stratigraphy of the different layers they encounter in excavating.

Nakusp Special Olympics gears up for winter
by Katrine Campbell
Nakusp’s Special Olympics (SO)
program has eight athletes planning to
compete once the snow begins to fly,
says treasurer Marilyn Boxwell. They
will begin dry land training this fall.
To help them along, a fundraising
event has been planned for August 22,
and 2010 Legacies Now has awarded
the organization $2,500.
The Special Olympics Nakusp
program includes four adults and
four youth ranging in age from 10

to 43 years. The program spans a
wide range of disabilities, including
physical, mental and cognitive.
The August 22 event is a 50s-style
sock-hop and Elvis show at the
Legion – and there are very few
tickets left.
“With the funds from that we
will be able to begin to accomplish
our goals,” says Janet Royko. “We
have one coach trained and plan to
train three more, to be able to begin
training the athletes for four sports

this year. We will use the funds raised
to pay for equipment, transportation
to sports meets, and promotion to
incorporate more athletes, encourage
regular participation, and work to
meet our wellness goals.
“The funds from 2010 will be
targetted to training costs, passes
for athletes, and a strategic planning
workshop for the SO Nakusp
organization. We plan to partner with
community organizations following
the ‘inclusion’ model.”

by Katrine Campbell
Six years after they were installed,
the heating oil tanks at Burton Hall have
ruptured and leaked 800 litres of oil into
the ground around the building.
Hall board vice-president Brian
Harrop says the leak was caused by
‘microbiologically induced corrosion’.
“We weren’t told to do maintenance.
I contacted Tidy Tank, the manufacturer,
and it’s a problem they’ve known about
for donkey’s years. They were ordered
by the government to put a sticker on the

tank advising people enzymes in fuel oil
can react with water to cause corrosion.
“The stickers are four inches by six
inches, pale green, on the back side of the
tank,” Harrop says. “I had to climb up
on a ladder to read it [after the leak was
discovered]. Why are they not in large,
blazing orange letters?”
There are two ways to prevent the
problem – drain the water that forms
from condensation, or put an additive
in the tank. Harrop says Tidy Tank sent
out letters to all its dealers advising them
of the problem and telling them to warn
their customers.
“For whatever reason, our board
was not warned. All they had to do was
copy the letter and leave it with the
invoice. The dealer could have done
this maintenance when they were filling
the tank.”
The board has been offered
new tanks at a discount, along with

containment tanks to catch any possible
leaks. They haven’t decided whether to
accept the offer, as they’re looking into
other options, such as geothermal energy.
No remediation is planned, Harrop
says, but they’ve tested the air in the hall
and there is no leakage into or smell in
the building.
Although the hall is now a
contaminated site, Area K Director
Paul Peterson says no remediation is
planned, for two good reasons. One is
the cost – tens of thousands of dollars.
The other is that the spill lies right over
the septic system.
“It’s about six feet down. If they
hit that [during remediation] they screw
that up, and then they’re in big trouble.”
The site will be fenced off to keep
people from walking over it, and the
hall board expects the oil to evaporate
gradually. It is not near any wells or
water systems.

by Jan McMurray
The Galena Trail will be closed
at Three Forks from August 17 to
August 26 while the new bridge is being
installed.
Jeff Bustard of the Galena Trail
Commission reported that the new

structure consists of a bridge that will
go across Carpenter Creek, plus a ramp.
He explained that the ramp will cover
the wet area on the Rosebery side of
the bridge.
Dennis Butler is the construction
manager, and he has hired four or five
local people to do the installation. The
bridge and ramp were engineered and
built on the coast, and are made of
aluminum, with cedar decking.
The old bridge has almost collapsed
into the creek. Bustard said that no one
knows how long the old bridge has been
there or who built and installed it.
The total cost of the new bridge
project is about $40,000 and is being
funded with CBT and provincial grants.

Microbes trash Burton Hall oil tank

Galena Trail closed August 17-26 for new bridge installation

Hills club gets 2010 funding

submitted
The Hills Nordic Ski Club has just
been awarded $2,500 by 2010 Legacies
Now, in partnership with the Ministry
of Healthy Living and Sport.
The money, given to “expand
sport opportunities for area residents,”
will be used to expand the club’s
youth programs and the ski trade-up
equipment program for local schools.
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Celebrate local abundance at the Vallican Whole Community Centre
submitted
Here in the Slocan Valley we
are blessed. Beautiful surroundings,
wonderful people, abundance
everywhere you turn – these blessings
and more are well worth celebrating.
On Sunday, August 23 at the Vallican
Whole Community Centre, friends and
neighbours from all over the Kootenays
will get together and give thanks for what
we have, catch up on all the local news
and stories, and share our bounty with
one another. This is ‘A Celebration of
Local Abundance,’ the Vallican Whole’s
100-Mile summer event.
This year, the market/emporium
will begin at 2:30 pm, and go as long as
people want to stay at their booths and
tables. Fresh corn will be roasting on
the BBQ throughout the afternoon. The
‘Locavores’ Feast,’ aka the 100 Mile
Potluck, begins at 6:15 pm. This is a
licensed event. Admission is by donation,

along with a potluck item conjured up in
your kitchen with ingredients from close
to home. These meals, summer and
winter, are rapidly becoming a local
tradition of mythic proportions, featuring
an amazing variety and quantity of
delicious food, with many ingredients
grown right here in this valley.
“This is so much more than the
usual music festival where we sit (or
jump around) consuming packaged
entertainment. It is a celebration of
ourselves and our home,” says coorganizer Moe Lyons. “We’ve had
enough of fear-mongering and the threat
of scarcity. It’s time to celebrate selfsufficiency and support for one another.
Let’s show that together we can thumb
our noses at hard times and turn them
into good times!”
A wonderful assortment of
musicians will be playing throughout the
day and evening: Diane Ermacora and

friends, Delaine and Gene Hird and crew,
Anneke, Catherine, Cindy and Khelin
(who wouldn’t want to hear Khelin
playing the drums again!) ... and more!
“When I heard these women play
I couldn’t sit still. I had to dance, they
made me move!” – an enthusiastic plug
from Marcia Braundy, another member
of the Events Planning Committee of
the Rural Alternatives Research and
Training Society (RARTS).
Throughout the day, Monica
Carpendale from the Kutenai Art
Therapy Institute will be constructing
giant papier-mache critters along with
anyone who wants to join her in this
creative endeavour, and Gitta Ridder
and Anita Melin will come from Labis
Creations in Procter to help us make
cedar woven objects and entertain us
with juggling.
The market concept has been
expanded to include abundance of every

by Art Joyce
In a sense, great spirits never leave
us – they linger on in the many ways
they have touched others. A special
week of activity honouring the life and
work of Lorna Obermayr began July
29 with an ‘artwalk’ of local businesses
featuring her work. This coincided with
exhibition of Lorna’s artwork at the
Hidden Garden Gallery in New Denver
from July 29-August 3 and the Silverton
Gallery from July 31-August 7. A
special memorial event and ‘potlatch’
was held at the Bosun Hall Saturday,
August 1 with family and friends.
The Hidden Garden Gallery featured
Lorna’s paintings and papermaking art,
as well as mementoes that inspired her
or had prominent place in her home.
These reflected Lorna’s eclectic tastes,
including a beautiful 19th century
Flemish still life painting of flowers, rare
Doukhobor needlework, aquamarine
glass art by Lou Lynn, and a classic
set of cut glass salt, pepper and vinegar
containers, among other fascinating
items. The Silverton Gallery exhibition
allowed more space to display the
amazing breadth of her talent, with
works in pencil, acrylics, papermaking,
jewelry, mixed media, and photography.
Eleanor Spangler directed a
potlatch-style dispersal of Lorna’s
personal effects to the community.
Volunteers set out clothing, bolts of
material, and her first-class library of
books that reflected her wide-ranging
intellectual interests, from the classics of
Greek philosophy to poetry to numerous
cartoon books on cats – her favourite
animal companions. Those taking

home books were asked to consider
attaching a book-plate in the front pages
memorializing Lorna. The hall was laid
out English tea-shop style, with teapots
on every table and plenty of snacks.
MC Jim Prall, who has been a close
friend of the family for 45 years, then
invited family and audience members
to step up to the microphone and relate
their memories of Lorna. Prall related
meeting Gordon Brookfield and urging
him to answer Lorna’s ad in Mother
Earth News. She was newly divorced
and looking for a companion who shared
her values and interests. “I’m not going
to answer an ad from an American
woman,” Gordon said; “they all have
guns!” Eventually he was persuaded,
and spent the remaining years of her
life with her in Pocatello, Idaho and
New Denver.
Son Erich Obermayr spoke of
Canadians’ “ongoing identity crisis,”
but added, “whatever it is about you that
drew her here, we’re grateful it did. She
was very happy here.” Sam Obermayr
related an experience of Lorna deciding
to build an addition to her home in
Pocatello during the years she served
as head of the Idaho State University art
department. In typical Lorna style, she
read up on renovations and proceeded
to pour footings that turned out as offcentre as she was. “That was who she
was – when she made up her mind to
do something she just went out and did
it.” Granddaughter Willow Obermayr,
a glass artist, called Lorna “an excellent
listener, and never judgmental, so people
were able to trust her enough to get
close to her.”

Letters were read from friends
who couldn’t be present, including
Pat Spangler, a former student of
Lorna’s who called her “strong, brave,
compassionate, tolerant and generous.”
University of Idaho colleague Ron
Hinson wrote that she “brought a spirit
of freshness to everything she did,” and
had a delightful sense of “irreverence
for pomposity.” Former New Denverite
and author Caroline Woodward wrote
of having her writing office in Lorna’s
studio, a sprawl of creative chaos that
left Woodward feeling “buoyed up
by the joyous, messy, life-affirming,
exuberantly subversive and just plain
gorgeous work that Lorna kept making.”
Eleanor Spangler spoke of Lorna’s
final struggle with cancer. “At each stage
along the way there was more bad news
and more graceful resignation from
Lorna about whatever time she had left.
She was such a wonderful example of
how to accept death as part of life and
make a graceful exit.”

kind, and will include a big Free Table.
Buy, sell, trade or give away, whatever
you have in abundance is the right thing
to bring to this event. There is no booth
fee and vendors etc. have to bring their
own setups. Donations are of course
welcome from people who make money
at the market, and everyone who comes
is encouraged to bring goodies to add
to the free table. The only caveat is you
are asked to take away what you brought
when you leave at the end of the evening,
so the organizers don’t have to deal with
what’s left behind.

Cindy Moser is once again
organizing a fabulous silent auction,
including not only local artwork, but
organic chickens, historical photographs,
and antique pottery.
“I love this event,” says farmer and
co-organizer Judi Morton. If you’ve been
to one already, you understand why. If
you haven’t, come on August 23 and find
out why people from all over the West
Kootenays make sure this celebration
and feast is on their personal calendars.
Call 250-226-7730 for more
information or to book a space at the market.

Photo credit: art Joyce

Lorna Obermayr memorial and exhibition a fitting tribute

WOOD PRESERVERS LTD.

BUYERS OF CEDAR
& PINE POLES
Mike Casey

cell 344-8477
Offering planning, management
and sales for Woodlot Licences
and Private Land Owners.

We would also like to congratulate the following winners of the
raffle prizes, donated by Slocan Lake Home Hardware:
David Zorn from Golden won the Gravity Lounger.

P.O. Box 4,
Brisco, B.C. V0A 1B0

Angie Lindstein from Calgary won the Picnic Cooler and Blow
Dryer.

Phone (250) 346-3315
Fax (250) 346-3218

Judy Cameron from New Denver won the Picnic Cooler, Golf
Glove & Visor and Tennis Balls.

TOLL FREE 1-866-346-3315

Friends, family and art lovers turned out to view the retrospective showing of
artwork by the late Lorna Obermayr at the Silverton Gallery the evening of
July 31. Her expertise in a wide range of media was stunning, including pencil,
papermaking, acrylics, woodcuts, jewelry and mixed media.

On behalf of Dareen McCoy and Beth Thompson, we would like to
thank each and every one of you who stopped by and purchased
a burger, or simply made a donation on July 24 as part of our
fundraising BBQ, beneting the “Weekend to End Breast Cancer
60 km Walk” on August 15 & 16. Beth is looking forward to taking
part in this life-changing, world-changing weekend event with
thousands of other women and men, in the fight against breast
cancer and other women’s cancers. The targetted 4.5 million
dollars raised with go to benefit the BC Cancer Foundation. Your
generous support and commitment to raising over $900 for this
worthwhile cause is sincerely appreciated.

Thanks again everyone.
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The week-long Valhalla School of Theatre Arts in Silverton wrapped up with a wonderful ‘Worlds of Magic’ show on July
18. The program, in its fourth year in Silverton, ran in Nakusp for the first time this year during the week of July 20.

The Elmer Ferrer Band from Cuba takes guitar playing to a whole new level.
They had the crowd totally enraptured on Saturday at the Kaslo Jazz Fest.

Aaron Nazrul and the Boom Booms, with Kaslo’s own Tom van Deursen on
guitar, got everyone dancing at the Jazz Fest Saturday evening.

Connor and Quinn Scambler stole the show with their performance of ‘Wild Thing’
at Nakusp’s BC Day Talent Show. They won first place in the youth category.

SUMMER CELEBRATIONS
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The first week of the Valhalla Summer School of Music concluded August 7
with the Suzuki Repertoire Concert at Silverton Hall.

A memorial ceremony was held at the cenotaph on BC Day in memory of Captain Lloyd Waterer of Nakusp. Waterer was
a member of the snowbirds, Canada’s military aerobatics team, and died at the age of 24 during an airshow in 1972 at
Trenton. A wing-tip collision with colleague Mike Marynowski during the show caused the accident. The Snowbirds were
scheduled to do a memorial flypast over Nakusp that day, but had to cancel due to the wildfire activity and smokey skies.

Wedding Dresses &
Prom Dresses, Mother of
the Bride & Bridesmaid
Dresses, Cocktail Dresses,
Custom Design & Accessories
Kiss The Bride is having a Sample Sale!
Selected stock up to 50% off! Sale starts July 4, 2009
1B-1801 Columbia Ave (above CIBC),
Castlegar 250-304-1901,
info@kissthekootenaybride.ca
www.kissthekootenaybride.ca

Excavating and Dump Truck Services

John Nesbitt of Silverton won first place in the Classic Car competition on BC Day in Nakusp.

BC Day Nakusp has
Talent contest results

Youth (12 and under): 1st
- Connor Scambler with brother
Quinn; 2nd - Matthew Laplante; 3rd
- Ryleigh Dodd, Emma Neff, Zoe
Zinselmeyer, Bronwyn Abreu.
19 and under: 1st - Avery
Bremner; 2nd - Shea Hobson; 3rd Andrew Glada, Kim Hill & Shaelly
Gresuik, Brandon Olson.
Adult: 1st - Dan & Sue Miron;
2nd - Karen Hamer; 3rd - Lisa Ante.

BC Day Nakusp
Sandcastle contest results

Children 8 & under: 1st Alligator Al, Ryleigh and Emily
Dodd; 2nd - Yoda’s Castle, Chain
Lankamp.
Children 9-12: 1st - Noah’s Ark,
Will & Kate Dobratz, Rylie & Kinsey
Pease; 2nd - Battle of the Forts,
Jacob Henschke; 3rd -Chameleon

WANTED
TO BUY:

CEDAR AND
PINE POLES
John Shantz
• 250-308-7941 (cell)

Please contact: Gorman
Brothers Lumber Ltd.

250-547-9296

- Chelsea, Kendra, Remy, JJ and
Shelby.
Family Category: 1st - Turtles
On Vacation - Enno Family; 2nd Turtle Island, The Hebert Sisters;
3rd - Nakusp Lizard, the MacDonald
Family; 4th – Sebastian, the Andrew
and Anderson families; 5th - The
Three Pyramids, the Williamson and
Roberts families.

Open Category: 1st - Active
Pass, Canns & McLeods; 2nd - Stewy
the Stegasaurus, Grace deWit, Liz
Latham, Stephanie Rupp,
Richard Tomiak, Lee Orr; 3rd
– Shaun’s Turtle, Shaun Drebinger;
4th - Sandon Castle, Calla, Chris and
Alexander.
People’s Choice Award: Stewy
the Stegasaurus.

Global Gift
Discoveries

3 1 8 B ro a d w a y S t .

Inspiring Arts
& Crafts

Nakusp, BC

265-3288
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Hot Springs needs better marketing, report says
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by Katrine Campbell
The Village of Nakusp has released a
business action plan for the Nakusp Hot
Springs. Norm Carruthers Consulting,
along with Andrew Earnshaw, prepared
the plan which has 16 recommendations
aimed at putting the springs on a sound
financial footing. This doesn’t mean
the Village has ruled out plans to sell,
however.
The report notes that their suggested
strategy “would allow the Springs to
be operated profitably while market
potential for the sale of the facility is
explored.”
It also points out that finding a buyer
for a money-losing business is not going
to be easy. Because of the enforced
shut-down in 2006 for Interior Healthordered upgrades, revenues dropped
and expenses soared. The upgrades ate
up $680,000 from Village reserves; the
drop in revenues for the last three years
has increased the loss to more than

$1,000,000, which the Springs owes
to the Village. The rest of the upgrades
needed will cost about $500,000.
“…As a money-losing proposition
even at the operating level, the price
someone is willing to pay for this
public facility and the right to construct
a complementary private facility would
not be very high,” the plan says.
Highest on the list of priorities is
hiring an experienced business manager.
Second is to determine what market
segments (i.e. age group, where they live
etc.) are using the hot springs and begin
tracking that data at the cash register.
Number three is to quickly increase
the number of users for what’s left of
the 2009 season, by targeting locals and
tourists already in the area.
The next two priorities have
to do with the financials: develop a
seasonally-adjusted budget tool and
track performance on a month-by-month
basis, and use those figures to explore a

variety of ways to reduce costs.
Finally, the plan recommends
reviewing the pricing program, and
reducing the number and size of
discounts available.
These are the six most important
of the 16 recommendations, the report
says; the rest depend on these being
implemented first.
The plan calls for detailed marketing
plans, which should focus on the Springs’
reputation for cleanliness and pleasant
surroundings. “However, there is also
a strong image of the Springs being in
ongoing financial trouble…there is little
interest in coming to the Springs in case
the financial problems have resulted in
substandard maintenance, potentially
causing a less than ideal experience.”
The author notes that interviews
“with residents of Kaslo, Balfour and
Nelson confirmed this overriding image
of financial difficulty.”
The many publicity photos of the

pool may also backfire; the attempt to
portray a peaceful getaway by using
shots of “a nearly vacant pool suggest
little use and financial failure – not just
the intended impression of a place for
quiet relaxation.”
Nakusp Village Council has

decided to keep the hot springs open
for the 2009/10 winter season. It will
also explore its options for business,
marketing and financial functions and
hire experienced marketing people.
The full report is available on the
village’s website at www.nakusp.com.

by Katrine Campbell
This Saturday, August 15, as part
of the Columbia Basin Culture Tour,
the Nakusp and District Museum has
prepared something special. At 11:40 am,
a short play called Paddlewheel Days will
present the story of the paddlewheelers on
the Arrow Lakes in the 1890s. Playwright
Janet Royko reports the four characters
– a narrator, Captain Sanderson, Tom
Abriel, and Blanche Jordan – will all
be in period costume. The vignette will
last 15 to 20 minutes, and “hopefully the
old ship whistle attached to the Visitor
Information Centre will sound at the

end.”
The museum also offers two
showings of Milton Parent’s historic
slide show, one at 10 am and one at
10:45. The museum, at 92 6th Ave NW,
next to the visitor centre, is open all
day free of charge, and PowerPoint
presentations will be available for
viewing. On August 15, everyone is
invited to take part in the Columbia Basin
Culture Tour, with events happening in
many communities. Many of these are
open studio tours, where people can
visit artists and artisans and watch them
at work.

by Jan McMurray
A report on the July 16 meeting
with Arrow Park residents about BC
Hydro’s revegetation program for the
Arrow Reservoir has been provided
by Eva Boehringer, program lead, and
Jennifer Walker-Larsen of BC Hydro.
The Valley Voice, in the July 29
issue, summed up residents’ concerns
voiced at the meeting in the article,
‘Arrow Park residents unhappy with
planting of cottonwoods.’
Boehringer reports that at the
meeting, residents supported sedge
planting in Arrow Park and identified
planting sites for willow and dogwood
shrubs that would be compatible with
current recreational uses of the area.
One potential planting area identified
was around Mosquito Creek.
In line with the community
feedback received, BC Hydro plans
to plant more sedge in the Arrow
Park area in the spring of 2010 and
will investigate the suitability of the
Mosquito Creek area for live stake
planting. In 2010, planting work will
continue in southern Arrow Lakes
Reservoir and also start in Revelstoke
Reach between Revelstoke Generating
Station and Shelter Bay.
Planting under BC Hydro’s
revegetation program for Arrow Lakes
Reservoir is planned to continue until
2012. After 2010, planting work will
focus on Revelstoke Reach to support
the wildlife physical works projects,

also recommended by the Columbia
River Water Use Plan.

Recommended by the Columbia
River Water Use Plan, the objective

of BC Hydro’s revegetation program
is to increase native plant cover and

Rotary
Minute –
Local Rotarians
and fundraising

Pageant, the Nakusp Secondary School
Leadership Training Program, Youth
Exchange, Rotary Youth Leadership
Awards (RYLA) and scholarships.
Concession stands are a mainstay
of Rotary fund raising, and over the
years the Nakusp Rotary Club has
operated concession stands at various
local events, some ongoing and others
now defunct. For example, for several
years on the August holiday weekend
Rotarians provided sustenance to those
attending the annual Mud Bog (the last
Mud Bog took place in 2007). Also in
August, the BC Beemers, a motorcycle
club, visited Nakusp and enjoyed
breakfast served up in the park by local
Rotarians. Rotary continues to operate

concession stands on July 1, Canada
Day. Local Rotarians volunteer to set
up the concession stand, to set up tables
and chairs when necessary, to bring in
hot dogs and hamburgers, drinks, and
frosty treats, to sell tickets and serve
food, and to make sure they leave the
venue clean and tidy. Some years ago,
Rotary served hot chocolate after the
annual Christmas Parade, and of course
Rotarians have provided dinner at the
annual Dinner Theater.
Concession stands are a good fit
for Rotary fundraising because good
food and smiling faces create friendship
and community – and friendship and
community are exactly what Rotarians
strive to build.

diversity in reservoir drawdown zones.
Increased plant growth is expected to
benefit wildlife and fisheries, aesthetics,
and in some cases help reduce dust and
erosion.

Culture Tour stops in Nakusp

Arrow Park to see more sedge planting in 2010 under revegetation program for Arrow Reservoir

Fundraising is an ongoing feature
of the Rotary calendar.
Rotarians regularly volunteer
to sell tickets or host dinners or
productions in order to raise funds for
local projects and programs. The recent
bike raffle that ended with the winning
ticket announced on Canada Day
generated funds for new equipment
for the children’s park just south of
the arena. The old slides, swings,
and other equipment no longer meet
safety standards, and Rotary stepped
up to purchase the new equipment
that should be installed in the very
near future.
Other projects undertaken by
Rotary over the years include:
Arrowtarian Rotary Villa, tree planting,
donations to the revitalization of the
Nakusp and Area Sports Complex, and
the purchase and maintenance of the
Rotary bench outside the supermarket.
Funds raised also help to maintain
ongoing programs such as the Arrow
Lakes Queens (Ambassadorial)

Now Hiring
Burton Fuel Management Project
Estimated Project Dates: Sept 15 – Dec 1
Applicants must:
1. qualify as an Unemployed Resource Worker as defined
by the provincial Job Opportunities Program;
2. be experienced in chainsaw use;
3. be used to physical labour and be in good physical
condition.
In the event of equally qualified applicants, preference will be
given to residents of Burton.
Please contact the Outreach office
in Nakusp to obtain the full job
posting and other information,
including application details.
Closing date for applications is
August 21, 2009.

Quiet and convenient
downtown location with a
view of Arrow Lake
Office
Prima Materia
318 Broadway
Nakusp, BC
Phone: (250) 265-3288
Email: casamandala@gmail.com
Website: www.casamandala.ca

LOMA
BUILDING
SUPPLIES

Nakusp, BC
250-265-3681
• LUMBER
• SIDING
• INSULATION
• ROOFING
• DRYWALL
• FLOORING
• HARDWARE
• GENERAL PAINT
• PLUMBING
• ELECTRICAL
• WOOD STOVES
• WINDOWS/DOORS
• SCAFFOLDING
• ENGINEERED FLOORS
• ROOF TRUSSES
• TOOL RENTALS
• AGRICULTURAL FEEDS
• GARDENING SUPPLIES
• GREENHOUSE
OPEN
7 am - 5:30 Weekdays
9 am - 5:00 Saturday

The Best Lumberyard
in the Kootenays
We deliver!
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Kaslo council, July 28: Spirit Square plans shaping up
by Jan McMurray
• Lynn van Deursen attended as a
delegation on behalf of the Spirit Square
committee to update council on plans
for Front Street Park. Council gave

Kaslo
Clubhouse
Restaurant
at the golf course

Sunday

BREAKFAST
SPECIALS
served from
7 am to 1 pm
$8.95

• Patio seating with
a spectacular view of
Kootenay Lake •

her permission to work with Foreman
Walker to move the garbage bin and
place picnic tables and benches, and
install a piece of artwork by Nakusp
metal artist, Kate Tupper, where the
garbage bin currently sits.
The metal sculpture is called the
‘Logger’s Prayer Wheel’ and is about
two feet high and 3 feet wide. It will
be mounted on steel posts and will
stand about four feet off the ground. It
swivels like a prayer wheel in the middle
and people will be able to turn it. “We
thought it was a great piece of art for this
community and we would like it out in a
public space,” said Van Deursen.
Although the provincial funding
under the Spirit Square program did
2010 Calendars are now in, along with lots
of new items. Come see our new pottery,
scarves, jewellery, fair trade products, and
much more...

Restaurant open 7:00 am 8:00 pm 7 days a week
FULLY LICENCED – OPEN TO
THE PUBLIC

JOHN HOUGH

John Hough is deeply rooted in Canadian folk music. He is both a
sensitive writer and a convincing interpreter of others’ material. He can
move with remarkable ease from country tunes about working lives to
lyrical Celtic-based ballads. All of his material carries the stamp of the
land he has experienced and its people.
He first came to the attention of wider audiences as lead vocalist/
guitarist for the Vancouver based Celtic band Under the Moss. This led
to a still-popular album Raking the Coals, and several tours of British
Columbia, Alberta, and Yukon. His many concert and festival credits
include Expo ’86 in Vancouver, the Festival of Friends in Ontario, and
the Vancouver Folk Festival.
His solo album Train Through a Northern Town is a taste of Canada,
from life on the Atlantic coast to western stories of outlaws, as well as many
places in between. The title song of this album captures a glimpse of life
in small town northern Ontario. The album is acoustically rich and varied,
including much finger-picking and flat-picking, piano, dobro and violin.
John is a committed musician who continues to perform community
concerts and festivals which have included the Mission Folk Festival,
the Filberg Festival on Vancouver Island and the Harrison Festival of the
Arts. He has also been a requested performer for many years at Seattle’s
Northwest Folklife Festival. Whether appearing solo or accompanied
by one or two other musicians, the concerts convey genuine musical and
lyrical warmth and add just a little more insight into the heart of Canada.
John will be accompanied by Nelson guitarist Fran Madigan and
accoustic bass player Andrea Law.

Saturday, August 15th at the
Fisherman’s Pub and Grill @ Kaslo Bay
Resort, 551 Rainbow Drive, 250 353 7789
Starts at 7:30 pm • no cover

not come through, the committee has
raised $1,000 towards the project to
make Front Street Park more inviting.
The Village has set the park aside as
green space, and a design has been done
by Bob Inwood.
Van Deursen said the committee
would like to apply for funding to build
a public washroom in the southwest
corner where the storage building is
now, and perhaps have a mural painted
on one of the washroom building’s walls.
The Chamber of Commerce supports the
downtown public washroom idea, and
there have been commitments of inkind donations of supplies and labour.
Maintenance of the washroom would be
“an ongoing dialogue we could have,”
she said.
• Council received an email from
John Addison, Community Advisory
Committee for the OCP, saying he
feels it was necessary to hire a planner/
facilitator “to make this OCP process
move forward.” Two other CAC
members replied to the email, agreeing
with Addison. Later in the meeting, the
draft terms of reference for just such a
position, called the Community Capacity
Building Co-ordinator, were accepted.
Added to the terms of reference was
Development Cost Charges or alternate
infrastructure cost recovery methods.
The Village would like to fund the
co-ordinator’s position with gas tax
funding, so has referred the terms of
reference to the UBCM for approval of
the gas tax funding expenditure.
• The Village received a letter from
Parks Canada acknowledging receipt
of the funding application for Kaslo’s
City Hall Conservation project to the
National Historic Sites of Canada costsharing program.
• The Government Agent will be
advised the Village office will re-locate
elsewhere in the Kemball Memorial
Centre, rather than pursuing co-location,
during the City Hall Conservation
project.
• The City Hall Conservation
Committee bank account will be
dissolved and all funds set aside in a
Village of Kaslo reserve fund.
• Jill Braley wrote regarding Kaslo’s
late financial reporting and audit costs.
She suggests that council find out which
auditors the Villages of New Denver and
Nakusp use, and asks to receive a copy
of the response from Village auditor,

Real Estate in Kaslo and
North Kootenay Lake
www.century21kaslo.com
kul@century21kaslo.com
250-505-4722
Century21 Mountainview Realty Ltd.

Am Naqvi, as to why the reporting is
late. Her requests were granted. CAO
Sawyer contacted the two neighbouring
Villages – the Village of New Denver’s
audit was done on time by a woman
who works for Am Naqvi at a cost to
the Village of $8,700, and the Village of
Nakusp’s 2008 audit is late and is being
done by BDO Dunwoody.
• Council received a letter from
John Legg, Coldwell Banker Rosling
Real Estate, alleging that other realtors
have signage up in town that is in
contravention of the signage bylaw. Staff
was asked to pursue bylaw compliance,
and the signage bylaw was referred to
the Municipal Services Committee for
review. During public question period,
Kul Niijar, one if the realtors Legg
referred to in his letter, said she was very
familiar with the bylaw and was sure
her signs were in compliance. She also
offered to help council with its review
of the bylaw.
• Because the new Kaslo area transit
bus was replaced this year instead of
next year, the RDCK is looking at a
deficit of around $8,000 for the service
this year. To avoid the deficit situation,
Randy Matheson at the RDCK wrote
to say that Area D Director Shadrack
was willing to commit $5,528 of his
gas tax funding if Kaslo was willing to
contribute $2,472. These numbers are
consistent with the assessment split for
the service – 69.1% Area D and 30.9%
Kaslo. Council agreed.
• Councillor Frary was appointed to
attend an affordable housing planning
meeting hosted by North Kootenay Lake
Community Services Society on July 29.
• Jim Lawrence and Sara Rainford
both accepted the 50%-50% contract
to produce photos for the Kootenay
Rockies Tourism photo opportunity
project. Councillor Cormie was
appointed as council co-ordinator for
the project.
• Bob Mills, Director of Genex
Mining Company Ltd, wrote to ask for
council endorsement of the Glacier/
Howser independent power project.
The company will be advised that the
Village does not have a position on the
issue at this time.
• It was decided that the following
appointments with ministers would
be made for the UBCM convention:
Minister of Forests and Range (Mayor
Lay); Minister of Tourism, Culture &
Arts (Councillor Cormie); Minister of
Community and Rural Development
(Mayor Lay). All members of council
were authorized to attend the convention.
• A letter from YRB asks that council
withdraw its invoice of $2,090.55 for pit
run used in 2008. The letter was referred
to Municipal Services.
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• A proposal from Interoute
Construction Ltd. to have the nonexclusive right to operate in the
airport gravel pit was referred to the
Development Services Committee for
recommendation to council.
• An email from Councillor Cormie
with concerns about the Village tendering
process was received and referred to the
Municipal Services Committee for
recommendation to council.
• Council decided to order six
portable toilets for the Kaslo campground
during the Jazz Festival weekend for an
approximate cost of $1100 before taxes.
Payment for the toilets was referred to
Development Services for discussion
with the campground attendant.
Mayor Lay commented that the
Village was being asked to contribute
more and more to the festival, and was
wondering if the festival would ever
become self-sufficient.
• Kaslo Jazz Etc. Society wrote
to council to express interest in taking
the wood from the fir trees that will
be felled on Water Street. All requests
for this wood are being referred to the
Development Services Committee.
• The Village will send out letters of
support to continue library funding to
the Minister of Education, the premier,
and the Public Library Services Branch.
• Accounts payable of $308,136.95
were approved.

Kaslo celebrates TSN/Kraft
contest victory on August 22

by Jan McMurray
Kaslo Bay Park will be teeming
with activities on Saturday, August 22
from 1:30 to 4:00 pm as the community
celebrates winning the TSN Kraft
Celebration Tour contest.
Come on down for a barbecue,
loggers sports events, sporting events
and games for kids of all ages, the
$25,000 cheque presentation and a TSN
Sportscentre live broadcast.
The themes for the day are sporting
events and Kraft food. Organizers
are encouraging people to dress up
according to the themes, and to bring
signs showing TSN and Kraft –
especially if they want to increase their
chances of appearing on national TV.
Bring lawn chairs and cameras, but
leave your pets at home. No parking
past the cenotaph, and no alcohol. This
event is free.
Thanks especially to Kaslo Logger
Sports committee member Kathy
Freeman, the community won the
contest and is being treated to this
Saturday afternoon extravaganza.
Winning the contest also means that
the Kaslo Logger Sports committee will
receive $25,000 to upgrade the loggers
sports grounds.
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Get Outta Town
with
Peter
Roulston

Where to be on
these hot days

Sure, it’s been awful hot for awful
long but after talking to my sister

with Jamie Barber

Small town gossip

I have known Rose Pocatello for
almost my whole life. She lived on the
same block as us in the small Manitoba
town where I grew up. Rose was one of
those women who liked kids and always
had a kind word and a few cookies on
hand for the neighbourhood youngsters.
My best friend and I liked to show up
there to visit and snack and Rose always
made us welcome no matter how busy
she was.
I’m back in the same town right
now, picking through the detritus of
my mother’s house before she puts it on
the market – too infirm to look after it
after 50 years of residence. It was with
sadness that I greeted the news that
Rose had passed on and I thought it only
fitting that I try to make it to her funeral.
Linda, the lady next door, relayed
the news of Rose’s death to my mother
and it didn’t take too long to spread
throughout the neighbourhood. There
was speculation among some that the
new siding being applied to her house
might not ever get completed, as her

Growing organic
in the Kootenays

by Kate Guthrie
This summer, the Canadian Food
Inspection Agency released new organic
standards. Kootenay growers may
choose to certify through Kootenay
Organic Growers (KOGS), which
adheres to the national standard, or
Kootenay Local Agricultural Society
(KLAS), which has developed its own
certification called Kootenay Mountain
Growers. Some farmers choose not to
certify at all.
Suzanne Miller is the secretary of
KOGS and a certified organic farmer.
“It’s a really good idea that we have
a national standard,” she said. “People all
over Canada have a better idea of what
‘organic’ means.”
The changes in the standard don’t
affect small farmers very much, Miller
told me. The paperwork and record
keeping are more streamlined. Every
step in the process is documented.
“Sometime during the day you
record: today I planted this variety from
this seed source, etc, so that when the
inspector comes, he can see everything
that you’ve done.” Miller believes that
a lot of her sales are due to her produce
being certified. “At farmers’ markets, it
might not make that big of a difference.
But to sell to the Kootenay Co-op, bigger
stores or local certified organic product
makers, it matters.” KOGS’s certification
costs $350 a year.
According to the Organic Agriculture
Centre of Canada, natural food stores
account for a third of all organic sales

in Toronto last week and hearing of
the incessant rain and cold they’ve
endured, this ain’t so bad. Despite the
fires and smoke we’ve been through,
the gardening and swimming are great.
On Sunday of the long weekend I
decided to head over to Kaslo with my
kayak, which I do several times a year, to
paddle around Kaslo Bay during the Jazz
Fest activities just to sample the people
traffic even through I’m not a jazz fan in
particular. Usually the bay is modestly

active with boats of all descriptions
coming and going and always someone
is puttering around the boathouses and
willing to chat a bit.
So I rolled down into Kaslo late
morning, not even going for breakfast
because of Jazz Fest lineups, but found
the car traffic not too crazy and numerous
good parking spots down by the Moyie
museum where I like to start from the
beach. The beach was active but not at all
crowded, so I figured that the real masses

boys were too far away to come back
home and complete the job. The house
seemed to instantly garner a look of
deserted neglect simply because the
mistress wasn’t there to animate it. It
helps to understand that residential
dynamics are quite different in these
small prairie towns. People often live
in houses for five or six decades. On
occasion, their children take ownership
and the cycle continues. Not a lot of
newcomers arrive and it seems a stasis
develops where people marry within
their community and stay here for
many generations. That was the case
with Rose and she could talk for days
about her relatives that lived in town and
throughout the wider district.
Rose was a kind soul, but she didn’t
take kindly to Linda when she showed
up on her doorstep and was caught redhanded trying to put a sympathy note
in her mailbox. You can’t blame Linda
– she really thought Rose was dead and
was leaving the card for the relatives
that she knew would arrive from across
the country before long. You can’t really
blame Rose either, for that matter. She
didn’t see much humour in the gossip
that she had travelled to the great beyond
when in fact she was simply minding her
own business in her own house – thank
you very much! It’s bad enough that she
had recently lost her driver’s license, but

to be reported dead when in fact she had
done nothing out of the ordinary other
than stay inside for a few days, was just
too much.
To make matters worse, Linda had
to travel over the neighbourhood and
retract the leading edge gossip of Rose’s
death. It was fine that she had read of
Rose’s death in the local newspaper,
but what Linda failed to realize, but was
totally familiar to most others, was that
the Rose Pocatello that died was Rose’s
cousin who lived 20 miles away in Fork
River. Not that this made it much better
for the other Rose’s family (which of
course is the same family as Rose’s), but
Linda had moved here about 15 years
ago from Tennessee, and although to
some, she talks funny and is suspiciously
viewed as an American, she has fitted
seamlessly into the community. This
was her chance to get to the front of the
gossip train, and after all, Rose lived
next door to her, and she ought to know.
It was a bit embarrassing to both Rose
and Linda, very amusing to the rest of
the neighbors and a relief to me to know
that my old friend was alive and well.
I don’t know what this all has to
do with the world of motor mechanics
which is what this column is supposed
to be about, but I found the anecdote
appealing and somehow it seems to
encapsulate life out here.

while farmers markets account for only
five per cent. Many market farmers do
not certify, but identify their produce as
organic when asked.
Gordon Spankie and Angela Weir,
owners of the new Crooked Horn Farm
in Winlaw, chose to certify with KLAS.
“It gives us a bit of credibility,”
Spankie said, “and only costs $35 a
year.”
But he’s found that most people trust
their word and do not request proof of
certification. At the local natural food
stores, KLAS and KOGS certification
are on par.
Jeremy Lack, chair of KLAS, says
his organization developed its own “local
society for local food for local people.”
He feels that the national organic standard
is “absolutely necessary” for farms that
wish to sell to Vancouver and Calgary. In
the Kootenays, the Kootenay Mountain
Grown (KMG) label is sufficient.
KMG reflects the national standard,
Lack said. The list of prohibited
substances is the same. One major
difference is that the KMG certification
guidelines have simpler phrasing than
the national standard. There are fewer
rules and less specificity.
“Each regulation is not five
pages long,” Lack told me. “There
is an understanding of reasonable
circumstance.”
There is much debate in
the community about the value of
various certification methods. Dustin
Demontigny, a board member of the
Slocan River Farmers Society, feels
that “the national standard is a victim
of bigger corporations that have large

influences.” On the national level, the
bottom line may be as important, or more
so, than consumer health and desire.
“It’s ironic,” Lack said, “that stuff
from the US and Mexico can have a
certified organic label even though it’s
not grown here. ‘Organic’ has become
government property.”
“At the same time,” Demontigny
told me, “KLAS’s certification is
watered down in the other direction.
Consumers don’t really know what’s
going on anymore.”
Nationally certified organic farms
must demonstrate where all of their
inputs come from.
“You must prove that your straw,
manure, compost and chicken feed are
all from certified organic farms. In that
way, you support other organic farmers,”
Demontigny said. Spankie said that
KLAS inspected their seed records,
fertilizers, insecticides and fields.
The purpose of organic certification
is to connect consumers with the
producers of the food that they want
to eat. Each buyer must choose what
is important to them – trusting the
word of their neighbour, supporting
a community-developed method of
certification or choosing produce that is
clearly accounted for by a national, but
possibly compromised, standard.
This column is hosted by the Slocan
River Farmers’ Society, (SRFS). The
group’s mission is “to support and expand
an ecological, thriving and valuable
farming community in the Slocan River
valley.” For more information and to
attend SRFS’ next meeting in Winlaw,
contact Dustin Demontigny at 226-7139.
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must be over in the bay tuned in to the
tunes. Including arriving and departing
watercraft there were probably 120 boats
of all sizes in the bay, largely just floating
free or anchored in groups.
Paddling through this maze of
bobbing boats was quite a novelty, like
a holiday version of Hong Kong harbour.
Dozens of kayakers were darting in all
directions and gatherings of folks sat on
the bigger cruisers having snacks and
in some cases playing their own music.
There was a pleasant young dude in a
canoe patrolling the roped-off stage area
which was where most of the swimmers
and little ones splashed around. It felt
like I was passing through an extended
cocktail party on water where everyone
was in swim suits and nudging bows
and sterns with other visitors in happy
bliss. And boy, the sun was hot, even
with the smoke.
At that time however, the famous
floating stage was parked off to the side
and not in use for some reason and the
live music came from a shaded stage up
from the water by the treed bank. All
the folks on the beach were facing away
from the lake to watch, and it seems
like most people on the water in boats
were too busy visiting or drinking to be
paying much attention to the performers
anyhow. It’s true that people watching
the fest from the water are getting a free
show but lots of them weren’t listening
that I could tell.
Kaslo did seem plenty busy, but
would be busy on a hot long weekend
anyhow. The Jazz Fest is a wonderful
event put on by a dedicated team of
locals but, like all big happenings, it also
draws a number of people like me who
simply like the place anyway and enjoy
sharing the carnival atmosphere that

these kind of things generate. I toured the
large Kaslo Bay Marina also and spent
most of my time drooling over some of
the beautiful boats moored there.
• Another fine spot I was at lately,
which is also a great setting but without
an event, is at Shoreacres, where the
Slocan River finally ends and joins
the west-flowing Kootenay River. I’d
gone to Castlegar to buy some stuff and
do some cycling and even went to the
Recreation Complex where I was able
to write the exam to get the new safe
boating certificate that all powerboaters
need starting September 15. It took about
30 minutes to write the test and I got only
a couple wrong so I walked outta there
feeling pretty smart – and lucky.
Castlegar was stinkin’ hot and I
was done and gone by 3 pm and the
temp must have been about 40 degrees.
Nearing the junction of highways 6 and
3A, the road drops down a hill to cross
the Slocan River, and the train tracks
cross right there too. There is a big
paved parking lot off the highway and
concrete steps lead down to this choice
huge sandy beach area. Probably 150
people were there and everything was
perfect. The water was fine, the crowd
was contented and quiet, kids swung
out into the river from ropes hung off
the train bridge and I even met some old
friends from Nakusp days.
I’ve barely spent a moment in the
backcountry this summer and won’t
as long as the heat and dry continues.
The lakes and rivers are irresistible and
enjoyable and I’ll make the most of them
for now, saving the trails for when it’s
cooler, less dusty and has fewer bugs.
Peter Roulston owns the Bicycle
Hospital in New Denver and likes
summertime crowds. 250-358-2133

YOUR BIKE NEEDS SOME T.A.L.C.

I use the acronym “TALC” as the principal function in all
repairs I do to anything... bicycle, boat, lawn mower, truck,
whatever! T.A.L.C. means Tight, Adjusted, Lubricated, Clean.
If these four conditions are met, then the thing has to work
properly. TALC is what I employ in my bicycle shop, plus a little
TLC on the side!

New Denver
358-2133

Fridays, Saturdays
10-6 pm
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Business Opportunities

WANT TO START YOUR OWN
BUSINESS? Community Futures
offers business counselling and start-up
information. Appointments available in
Nakusp and New Denver. Contact Farhana
Dumont at 265-3674, ext. 205 or email
nakusp@futures.bc.ca.

Card of Thanks

SLOCAN LAKE DANCE CAMP To everyone who lent a hand to help
make the Slocan Lake Dance Camp a
wonderful success again! Especially
Charlene, Janet, Denie, Margery, Carol,
Brigette, Scott, Taeko, Manna, Marshall,
Patti, Glenn, Joyce, Analisa, Nova, Larry,
Sue and of course kudos to the talented and
hardworking instructors, Ricardo & Violeta
Pachebo, Michael Wiebe, Randy Tapp,
Sharon Sebo, and Woody Hamilton. And
special thanks to Regional Director, Walter
Popoff, the local recreation commission,
and the Slocan Valley Arts Council for
their financial assistance and to the LACE
organization and the Silverton Gallery
Society, Kootenay Savings Credit Union,
Ann’s Natural Foods, the Raven’s Nest
and the Cup and Saucer Cafe, for their
cooperation and support. Visit www.
dancingbeat.org for local dance news and
opportunities and photos of this year’s
camp… coming soon.

Coming events

NEW DENVER FRIDAY MARKET
happens every Friday, June through
September, 10 am to 2 pm. Locally grown
produce, flowers and herbs with a unique
selection of Kootenay artisans wares. Info:
250-358-7733.
WINLAW FARMERS’ MARKET,
Sundays 10 – 2. Opens May 31. Vendors
wanted, call Kim 226-7862 or Sam 226-6942.
CREATIVE ARTS IN THE PARK
(New Denver): Summer fun for parents
and children ages 0-6. Thursdays, 11am12:30pm, July & Aug., Centennial Park at
the new gazebo or Knox Hall on rainy days.
FREE!!! (Sponsors: Slocan Lake Early
Learning Society, Recreation Commission
#6, Success by Six.) Aug. 13: Drumming

circle featuring Angela Roy; Aug. 20:
Fibre arts with Marcy; Aug. 27: Waldorf
storytime with Lila. Info: Terri 358-2521.
ALL AGED CHILDREN are invited
to join the Summer Reading Club at the
Nakusp Public Library! Children aged 8 13 are invited to Reader’s Theatre Monday
and Fridays from 11 -12:30. It’s all free and
it’s all fun! For more info: Nakusp Library
265-3363. Check it out!
SUNDAY, AUGUST 23. A Celebration of
Local Abundance, aka 100 Mile Market/
Emporium and Potluck, at the Vallican
Whole. Starts at 2:30, supper at 6:15. Buy,
sell, trade, give away. Info: 226-7730.
JIM LAWRENCE’S award-winning
nature photography will be at New Denver’s
Hidden Garden Gallery Aug. 12 to 17, 10
am to 3 pm. Slocan Valley blues/rock/folk
musicians Holly and Jon will perform at
his opening Wed. Aug. 12, 7:30 pm, in the
garden if weather permits. Refreshments
served. By donation. Raffle and door prize
of photos to support the gallery.
ANNA B. AND THE HEARTBONES will
perform at the Hidden Garden Gallery on
Saturday August 15, 8 pm (in the garden,
weather permitting). Anna’s band members
have played with Ray Charles, James Brown,
Sarah McLachlan, Mae Moore, and Doug and
the Slugs (!!!) so don’t miss this chance to hear
world-class musicians. Anna’s music ranges
from Roots, Brazilian Bossa Nova and Samba
to Mexican Mariachi and Jazz. $10 cover. See
www.annabmusic.com.
COLIN’S GARAGE SALE – Tons of
stuff! August 15 and 16, 10 am. 305 Union
(Orchard), New Denver.
DONA POSTPARTUM DOULA training,
October 23-26 in Nelson (www.dona.org).
Early bird rate before Aug. 31/09. Contact Gina
(250) 352-5895, gina.sanche@gmail.com.
ART STUDIO OPEN HOUSE–Nadine
Stefan is exhibiting her recent work in her
studio during the Columbia Basin Culture
Tour on Saturday, August 15 from 10 am to
5 pm at 1111 Kildare Street, New Denver.
Everyone welcome. For more information,
check out www.nadinestefan.com or call the
Culture Tour info line toll free at 1-877-5057355 or www.cbculturetour.com.

CLASSIFIED ADS

THISTLEDOWNE: ASPEN SWITZER,
Jessa Koerber and Jesse Lee blend old
time and contemporary music with their
seamless harmonies. Saturday, Sept. 12,
Vallican Whole; Advance $12 Door $15,
Available at Jennie’s, Eddy’s, or online:
Aspenswitzer.com. Doors/drinks 7 pm;
Concert 8 pm.
SATURDAY, AUGUST 15 @ 8pm:
Anna B. and the Heartbones - Cantina
Jazz. The Hidden Garden Gallery, New
Denver. $10.
TOASTMASTERS IN NEW DENVER?
Seeking interest in having Toastmaster
program in New Denver? Arrow Lakes
Toastmasters from Nakusp is planning on
a public meeting Monday, August 24 at
Odin’s Pub 7-9 pm in New Denver. The
concept is a shared Toastmaster club with
the second Wed of the month being held in
Nakusp and the fourth Wed of the month
in New Denver. This concept brings the
value of Toastmasters to more communities
including New Denver, Silverton, Winlaw,
Slocan City. Please join us to determine
the potential. Contact Heather Love, Area
Governor, 352-2858 if you wish to attend.
www.toastmasters.org.
BURTON FALL FAIR – August 22, 9
am to 3 pm, sponsored by the Burton Hall
Board. Lunches and desserts all day by
the United Church. Ball tournament in the
afternoon by donation. Info: 250-265-4980.

For rent

NEW DENVER, 811 Kildare Street. 3
bed, 2 bath. Centrally located near lake and
school. Available immediately. $800/month
+ util. References required. 250-358-7986.
SPACIOUS TWO-BDRM SUITE in
Silverton on main floor of duplex, 616
Hunter Street. Quiet area, one minute
to lakeshore. All facilities, excellent
woodstove, covered parking. $580/mo.
N/S, N/P. Available August 15, 2009. Call
Ernst Gerwig, 1-250-358-2283.

For sale

17.5’ OPEN BOW fiberglass 115 HP
Evinrude and trailer. Running condition.
Must sell. $2500 obo. 250-358-2718.

			

Health

YOGA AT THE DOMES - Starting June
6th yoga will resume on Saturday mornings
9:00 - 10:30. Everyone is welcome to this
Flow class - easy postures inviting the body
to open up and release its energy. Otherwise
Yoga remains the same - Monday morning
Flow 9-10:30 and Thursday afternoon
Restorative 3:30 - 5:00. Open to all levels
all the time. Look forward to seeing you
there! Madeleine (2475).
FULL SPECTRUM BODY WORK
offers deep tissue and stress reduction
treatments in the privacy of your own
home. For additional info and to book
appointments please call 358-6808.

Livestock

KOOTENAY MOBILE POULTRY
ABATTOIR now operating in Salmo!
We’ve been operating in Salmo since
July, and will continue until October. Take
advantage of this opportunity to have your
chickens and turkeys slaughtered in a fully
licenced facility with government inspector
on site. Turkeys not to be over 20 lbs; birds
are to consume water only (no feed) for 24
hours before slaughtering. Gerry: 250-4895798 or David Gooch: 250-551-5906; Julie:
250-357-9426. Located 2 kms outside of
Salmo towards Creston. From Creston, turn
left on Connie Mill Road. At T intersection,
turn right and it’s ¼ mile down on the right.

Notices

FOR INFORMATION ON AA OR
ALANON MEETINGS contact Therese
358-7904; John 265-4924; Tonio 358-7158;
Dave 353-2658; Joan 355-2805; Dan 3597817; Bill 226-7705.
DRUMMER BOY FOODS since 1985.
Mobile meat and seafood truck service to
your door. Arrives September 4, 5, 6, 7, 8
Labour Day weekend. Call collect 1-604541-1313.

Support the Valley
Voice with a voluntary
subscription
Only $10-$30
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Pets

FROG PEAK PET RESORT – brand
new facility – five indoor/outdoor
kennels. 2-acre, fenced adventure
park. On leash excursions. Owner
experienced vet assistant. 250-226-7660.
frogpeakpetresort@columbiawireless.ca
www.frogpeakpetresort.com.

Real estate

43 ACRES UPPER ARROW LAKE.
1,000’ lakefront creek, water rights, public
road, gentle slope. 250-369-2281. www.
kootenayproperty.com.

Rental wanted

WANTED: SMALL HOUSE/cabin to
rent or house-sit, New Denver/Silverton
area. Single non-smoking working male
ASAP. Contact c/o Matt & Julie at The Cup
and Saucer 358-2267.
WANTING SMALL HOUSE/suite in
quiet area, within 30 mins of Nelson, for
me, my sweet dog and two cats. I’m quiet,
responsible, environmentally-minded and
have fantastic references. Contact Lee-Ann
250-226-7829.

Services

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL
SEPTIC TANK CLEANING: “Serving
the Valley” 7 days/wk, 24-hr. All-Around
Septic Services, Don Brown (250) 3543644, emergency 352-5676.
ROGAN ELECTRIC Residential,
commercial, industrial wiring. Local
references available. All work guaranteed.
“We get the job done.” 353-9638.
BIGFOOT SECURITY SYSTEMS: A
division of Bergevin Electrical Contracting
is serving the West Kootenays including:
the Arrow Lakes, Nakusp, New Denver
and the Slocan Valley. Complete installation
and maintenance of security systems for
home & business with 24 hour monitoring.
250-354-1211.

KOOTENAY RAISED CONTRACTING
Kaslo, BC

New Construction, Timber Framing, Renovations,
Design, Outbuildings, Decks, Cabins, Eco-Friendly

Journeyman Carpenter • Call Today
250-353-2614

BUSINESS DIRECTORY

AUTOMOTIVE • SMALL MOTORS • MACHINE SHOP
WEST KOOTENAY
MACHINE SHOP
SALES & SERVICE
98 - 1st Street, Nakusp • 265-4911
OPEN 6 DAYS A WEEK
CHAINSAWS
TRIMMERS
• Stihl
• Homelite
• Husqvarna
• Stihl • Toro
MOWERS
• Husqvarna
• Snapper
SMALL ENGINES
• Toro
• Tecumseh
• Lawnboy
• Briggs & Stratton

915 Front Street
Nelson, BC V1L 4C1
(Railway Side Access)

General Machining
Parts Repaired or
Remanufactured

• welding repairs • full service
& repair • licenced technician •
radiator repairs & service • mobile
service available • fast, friendly

The clear choice for
all your glass needs!

Nakusp 265-4406

FLORIST

Fern’s

Now delivering to New Denver
& Silverton on Saturdays!
Call me and we can arrange anything!
KASLO: Phone/Fax: 1-250-353-7474

JEWELRY
Jo’s Jewelry

Custom Work and Repair in
Silver and Gold, by Appointment

358-2134

New Denver, Goldsmith Jo-Anne Barclay

5549 Frontage Road
Burton, BC
and

250-352-2123

Dave Smith

201 Broadway
265-3252

111 Mcdonald Drive, Nelson, BC
ph 250-352-3191
sales@mainjet.ca • www.mainjet.ca

24 Hr Towing and Recovery
Auto Repairs & Tires
Auto Parts

Shop Phone/Fax

24 hour towing
1007 hwy 23, nakusp
ph: 265-4577

NAKUSP GLASS

BCAA Towing

Caribou Service
(250) 265-3191

Slocan Auto &
Truck Repairs

24 hour towing
BCAA, Slocan, BC
355-2632

Owner/Machinist

INDUSTRIES
Your Friendly neighbourhood Mechanic

•Automotive Electrical Specialist •BC Certified Mechanic
• Certified Vehicle Inspector •Small Engine Certified

(250) 353-2800 • 8845 Hwy 31 • Kaslo

This space could be yours for
$10.00 + GST per issue.
Call 358-7218 or email:
valleyvoice@netidea.com
for details

COMPUTER

- Repairs
Palmer
- Upgrades
Computer - Consulting
Microsoft Certified
Services
Systems Engineer
Phone: 355-2235
ken@palmercomputerservices.com

RECYCLING CLEANING
MOUNTAIN VALLEY STATION
BOTTLE DEPOT
Slocan City • 355-2245
Open MON - SAT 9-5
Your “Bottle Drive” Specialists

Beside Slocan Park Service
2976 Highway 6, Slocan Park

Business Classified Ads start at $10.00

Call 358-7218 for details

August 12, 2009

CLASSIFIED ADS
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Obituary

PROOFREADER/WRITER
AVAILABLE. Editors clean up typos
and grammatical gaffes in publications,
making you look professional and credible.
Green Words Writing and Editing will
research, write and proofread books,
magazines, newspapers, newsletters,
websites, brochures, reports, funding
applications etc. More than 20 years
experience. Master’s degree + training by
Editors’ Association of Canada. Contact
Anne at annec@green-words.ca or 250358-2666, http://green-words.ca.

being Snowbirds in Mesa, Arizona where
they reestablished contact with many
other Saskatchewan farmers. Jean spent
her retirement crocheting for her 19
grandchildren and 10 great-grandchildren
and making everyone’s favourite –
strawberry jam. Jean is survived by
Earl, her loving husband of 63 years.
(Earl Moffat, Box 248 Nakusp), and her
children: Valerie (Guy) Drebet, Eileen
(Wayne) Letourneau, Andy (Bev) Moffat,
Susan (Bob) Paterson, Corinne (Roman)
Satsiewicz. A Tea to celebrate Jean’s
life will be held on Saturday, August 22,
1:30 pm at the Nakusp Legion Hall. All
are welcome. Donations to a charity of
choice in Jean’s name would be deeply
appreciated.

Wanted

INSULATORS WANTED for private
museum. Prefer large quantity or collections
from telephone and railroad pole lines.
250-539-5937.

Next Valley Voice
Deadline:

August 21,
2009

JEAN (CAHOON) MOFFAT
Nov 23, 1925 – Aug 7, 2009
Jean was born and raised in Melville,
Sask., coming to BC with her husband
Earl and five children in 1958. The family
lived in Kamloops and Revelstoke before
moving to Nakusp in 1969. Jean was very
active in all communities, volunteering
at the Boys and Girls Club, curling, and
serving with the Legion Ladies Auxiliary.
Jean and Earl enjoyed traveling – heading
across Canada, to Hawaii, and to Europe
a number of times. They also enjoyed

Notes from the RCMP
Break and enter at
Sandon Museum

• The Sandon Museum was broken
into sometime during the night of
August 5 and a few items were stolen.
When the museum attendant got to
work on the morning of August 6, she
called the Slocan Lake RCMP to report
the break and enter. Cst Kelly Barrie
attended. The window on the front
door had been broken. The suspect(s)
entered the museum and took an old
one and two dollar bill, a sword in a
green velvet sheath and a few medals.
The Forensic Identification Unit from
the Nelson office attended to conduct
a scene examination. The results will
be forthcoming at a later date. Anyone
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with information about this is asked
to call the RCMP at 250-358-2222
or Crimestoppers at 1-800-222-TIPS.

Joy ride on Slocan Lake
golf course

• It appears that someone went on a
joy ride on the Slocan Lake golf course
on the night of Saturday, August 1. Cst
Kent Kryzanowski attended to find sod
damaged on three fairways. Police are
seeking any information the public can
provide on this, including information
relating to the person(s) responsible
and motive. Tipsters can use the
detachment phone line at 358-2222,
fax at 358-2665 or Crimestoppers at
1-800-222-TIPS. The file number to
quote is 2009-3651.

The Kootenay Savings Community Foundation recently donated $1,000 to the Friends of
Silverton Memorial Hall to assist with upgrades.

BUSINESS DIRECTORY

RESTAURANT/WINE & BEER

Winlaw Brew-Op

Open Tuesday - Sunday
9 am - 4 pm

Main St. New Denver 358-2381

Specialty Coffees, Teas,
U-Brews and Kits for Home
• Open Every Day

Nakusp

N
P

ick’s
lace

265-4701

Lemon Creek
Lodge & Campground

SUMMER HOURS
7 am - 10 PM

Seven Days a Week!

Apple Tree
Sandwich Shop
The

Soup, Sandwiches & Desserts
358-2691
tfn

Year-round facility
Licensed Restaurant
Open Tues - Sun
5 PM - 8 PM
1-877-970-8090

Wine & Beer Making Kits
to satisfy all budgets!
Take-Home Kits, or Brew it with Us!
Open 11:00 to 6:00 Tues. to Sat.
5972 Cedar Creek Road, Winlaw • 226-7328

Mon. - Fri. 7 A.M. - 4 P.M.
Sat. 11 A.M. - 4 P.M.

265-4880
Non-Smoking

93-5th Ave.

Nakusp

“Your Valley Realtor”
- Competence
- Integrity
- Results
Free Market Evaluation
isoldit@shaw.ca
250 365-9640

265-3635
E-mail: paulaconrad@royallepage.ca
Website: www.royallepage.ca/selkirkrealty

Free Consultation

GROCERY • HEALTH FOOD

Slocan, BC • ph:355-2211 • fax: 355-2216

Ann’s Natural Foods
Ann Bunka

- 358-2552 805 Kildare St., New Denver

• Zack Graphics & Inks •
Printer Sales ~ Discount Inkjet Cartridges
Photo Papers ~ Guaranteed Inkjet refills
eBay Marketing ~ Digitial Design

250-358-2111 • izack@telus.net

612 Josephine St. • Box 292 • New Denver, BC V0G 1S0

For all your
insurance
needs
HUB INTERNATIONAL
Barton
265-3631
INSURANCE
1-800-665-6010
BROKERS

RECREATION

Ph: 359-7111 Fax: 359-7587
www.playmorpower.com

Tammy Peitzsche

Selkirk Realty

Open 7 days/week, 9 am - 8 pm

The best selection of photo cards of local views anywhere
1007 Josephine St. (Box 298), New Denver
Ph. 358-2435 essay@direct.ca Fax 358-2607

This space could be yours for
$10.00 + GST per issue.
Call 358-7218 or email:
valleyvoice@netidea.com
for details

ENGINEERED WITH YOU IN MIND

PAULA CONRAD
HOME: (250) 358-2707

Groceries, fresh produce, fresh meat,
Agency Liquor, organic foods,
in-store deli, in-store bakery.

CUSTOM CARDS • BROCHURES • CALENDARS • NEWSLETTERS

Water Testing • Flow Measurements
CAEAL certified to test drinking water
We’re in the Valley at: 1-250-226-7339
Jennifer & Tony Yeow passlab@xplornet.com

Beside Slocan Park Service
2976 Highway 6, Slocan Park

REAL ESTATE

Slocan Village Market

Colour/B&W Laser Printing/Copying • Digital Photography
Word processing • Scanning • Faxing • Binding • Laminating

Passmore
Laboratory Ltd.

QUALITY PIZZA anytime!

Air Conditioned

PROFESSIONAL SERVICES

Re-Awakening
Health Centre
• Health Products, healing sessions
• New Age cards & books
• Sensual products¶ ¶

¶

¶

¶

HEALTH

Chiropractor, Larry Zaleski, D.C.
Mondays & Fridays - Silverton
Every other Wednesday in Winlaw or Nakusp
Counsellor/Healing Facilitator
Sue Mistretta, M.A., CCC.

358-2177

Silverton & Winlaw

Stone Massage • Deep Tissue
Salt Glows • Mud Wraps & More

MASSAGE
myofascial release • deep tissue massage • relaxation massage

Susan L. Yurychuk • 250-358-6804
By Appointment Only • New Denver

Your Local Grocer

New Denver
358-2443

Silverton
358-7292

Advertise in the Valley Voice. It pays!!!
Call 358-7218 for details • email: valleyvoice@netidea.com

1043 Playmor

Hand & Soul Healing Centre

¶

320 Broadway St. Nakusp		 265-3188

Playmor Junction Hwy 6 & 3A

MASSAGE THERAPIES

Myofascial, Swedish, Lymphatic, Joint Play, Craniosacral,
Visceral, Somatoemotion, Chakras, Nutrition etc.
MTA rates (Low income consideration)
also MSP, WCB, ICBC & care plans
Garth R. Hunter, R.M.T.
Slocan Health Clinic - Thursdays

250-358-2364 • Mobile & Office

Bosun Hall

For all occasions with
rates to suit your needs.
Rentals of tables, chairs,
dishes. Bev 358-7771 or
carolbellbc@yahoo.ca

Kootenay Restorative
Justice
working toward
restoring balance
and healthy communication in
our communities

krjustice@wegcss.org

www.jonesboysboats.com
Ainsworth, British Columbia
4080 Hwy 31 N
Call: 1-877-552-6287

(250) 353-2550 Fax (250) 353-2911

HARBERCRAFT

Lester Koeneman
Phone 265-3128 or
24-hour Fax 265-4808
Broadway St. Nakusp
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Stoked and Glazed Clay Collective joins Columbia Basin Culture Tour

submitted
The Slocan Valley Clay collective,
Stoked and Glazed, will showcase

their work this summer through
participation in the first annual
Columbia Basin Culture Tour on

submitted
Rabi’a’s fifth annual show at the
Hidden Garden Gallery in New Denver
runs from August 19 to 24. Opening
night is August 21 from 7 to 9 pm, with
music provided by Tim Garton, who’ll
be playing guitar and singing favourite
oldies.
If you have seen her show before,
you’ll find quite a departure from
previous years. Rabi’a, the queen of
colours, will be showing her colours
in shape and form instead of reds and
greens. A large part of the show will be
installation.
Rabi’a is self taught, easily moving
from one medium to another. Excited

to learn the new language of materials
and tools, she has a tendency to jump
off the deep end and then figure out
how to make it work. Her pieces are
spontaneous and show her passion
for shapes, texture and dimension, for
outline and gesture.
Her latest ‘works of passion’
incorporate even more with found
objects; scrounging has taken a finer
focus and even people’s burn piles hide
some fine treasure.
The show will be curated and
mounted by Carl Schlichting.

Hidden Garden Gallery shows art by Rabi’a

Nakusp Taxi
250-265-8222

handmade functional pottery. And in
Winlaw you can visit Pamela Nagley
Stevenson’s studio gallery which
is enhanced by mythographic clay
sculptures, dragons, oil paintings and
magical vessels that all reflect her
aesthetic vision.
Lisa Martin, another member of
the collective, has built a new studio
located in West Beasley, just 10
minutes west of Nelson. Her work
ranges from function wheel thrown
porcelain to sculptural, primitive
smoke fired vessels and wall murals.
She will not be participating in
this year’s tour as she is currently
expecting her second baby, but soon
hopes to be back in the studio.
The August 15 tour is a free, selfguided, cultural celebration and is
supported by Columbia Basin Trust
funding. For more information or to
view full artist/venue profiles, visit the

submitted
Grand opening of Natasha Smith
Gallery will be August 15, 5-7 pm at
3627 Hwy 6, Passmore. “I am excited to
be part of the Columbia Basin Cultural
Tour and thought it was a perfect time to
have the official opening of my studio/
gallery,” says Smith, recent recipient of
a CBT major project grant.

Smith, a practising artist for 14
years, creates colourful, semi-abstract
original prints, and collage paintings, as
well as a line of very popular greeting
cards. “I love my new home here in
Passmore and knew from the moment
we visited the property for the first time
it would be the perfect location for a
gallery.”

New Gallery opens in Passmore

Pick up and Delivery

Let us get it for you
• Auto parts • Groceries
• Pharmacy • Cigarettes
• Take out food

Just let your local business know your needs
and we will deliver them to you.
Alcoholic beverages until 11:00 pm

August 15 from 10 am to 5 pm. For the
past four years, this group of potters
has hosted a joint show each year
during the summer, with the shared
commitment to promote their craft
and the overall rich artisan culture the
valley has to offer.
Stoked and Glazed members are
thrilled with the opportunity to be part
of an even larger event this summer
with the same aim to promote the arts
and increase public awareness of the
quality and diversity of art created in
this region.
You’ll find artists Lance Hall and
Maureen McEwan at their Stillpoint
studio in Slocan Park offering a
wide range of functional porcelain,
stoneware and raku pottery.
A little farther north on Highway
6, Robin DuPont specializes in
firing techniques which leave a rich,
earthy one-of-a-kind surface on his

Rabi’a
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website at www.cbculturetour.com or
call the CKCA at 1-250-505-5505.
Obituary

Grandma Lee, (unknown – July 2009)
Sappho’s Bakery is saddened to
announce the death, after a long series
of breakdowns, of its oldest employee,
Grandma Lee. Grandma, who wouldn’t
confess her age but was definitely
an antique, chugged away long after
she should have retired. Despite the
valiant efforts of doctors Chris Fox,
Hugh Hopkins, Greg McRae and Don
Wocknitz, who kept patching her up,
she finally succumbed last month.
Grandma is mourned by bakery owner
Karen Stevens, who has been forced to
continue production with a pint-sized
relative who can’t do nearly as much
work as Grandma.

BUSINESS DIRECTORY

CONSTRUCTION • HOME • GARDEN
COMPLETE SALES
SERVICE AND
INSTALLATION
YOUR VALLEY COMFORT AND BLAZE KING DEALER
SPECIALIZING IN WOOD/ELECTRIC, WOOD/OIL AND
WOOD/GAS COMBINATION FURNACES
Certified • Insured

Slocan City, BC • (250) 355-0088
website: www.kootenayfurnace.com
email: kfurnace@netidea.com

JEMS Propane Ltd.
Installation and maintenance

ICF Building Products
“We provide Star Service”
1-888-289-4731

KF PowerVac

Duct Cleaning & Duct Sanitizing
Local: 355-2485 • Toll-free: 1-888-652-0088
email: carrie@netidea.com

• Registered Septic System
designer and installer •
• Ready Mix Concrete •
• Lock Blocks • Drain Rock •
• Road Crush • Sand & Gravel •
• Dump Trucks • Excavator •
• Crusher • Coloured Concrete •
• Site Preparation •
Box 1001, Nakusp, BC, V0G 1R0
Ph. 265-4615 • vieirac@telus.net

HALL LUMBER
& BUILDING SUPPLIES
Open Mon, Tues, Wed, Fri & Sat
10 am to 5 pm
PHONE 250-269-0043
Find us at 280 Lower Inonoaklin Rd.
Edgewood, BC

Window
Washing
Gutter
Cleaning
• Spring Cleaning • Home Detailing
• House Prepping • Painting
Call now for your free consultation!

265-0241

P&L Flooring Sales
265-9955
Hundreds of styles to
choose from!!
Sales & Installations

• Energy Efficient Vinyl & Wood Windows •
• Residential Installations & Renovations/Upgrades •
• Wooden & Metal Doors •
Peter Demoskoff • Cell: 250-608-0505
Tel: 250-399-4836 • Fax: 250-399-4831

Karin’s Book Basket
New and Used Books

Karin: 250-505-7810
Located at: 1277 Hwy 6
Crescent Valley

ACCOUNTANT
Mark Adams

Certified General Accountant
P.O. Box 279
New Denver, BC
V0G 1S0

Willow Home Gallery

Tradesman Electric

BUS. 250-358-2411

commercial • residential
new construction • renovations
Reliable friendly service
Free Estimates Call Steve 226-7163

Kitchen • Bed • Bath • Walls
with Kootenay Artisans
Beautiful. Practical. Affordable.
429 Front Street, Kaslo 250-353-2257

Crescent Bay
Construction Ltd.

J.C. Roofing Company

For all your roofing needs
Serving the Arrow and Slocan Lakes
16 years of professional installations
WCB • All work fully guaranteed
We also install Soffit and Vinyl Siding

Eric Waterfield — Construction
Nakusp, BC • Ph. 250 265-3747 • Fx. 250 265-3431
• Email cresbay@telus.net

For your free estimate, Call
Curtis Roe at 250-265-9087

CONSTRUCTION

FOUNDATIONS • FRAMING
ROOFING • RENOVATIONS

Experienced Professionals

H. & L. MANCIA CONSTRUCTION • PO BOX 97 •
NAKUSP, BC • V0G 1R0 • PHONE: 250-265-4525

FOR ALL YOUR
PROPANE NEEDS
359-7373
1-800-471-5630

Your local bulk dealer & service centre

PLATE TAMPERS, JUMPING JACKS, REBAR
BENDER JACKHAMMERS, HAMMER DRILLS,
CONCRETE MIXERS, CONCRETE SAWS,
TILECUTTERS, BLOCKCUTTERS, SCAFFOLDING,
FLOOR SANDERS, NAILERS - ALL TYPES,
LM ROTARY LAZER TRANSIT, GENERATORS,
WATER PUMPS, COMPRESSORS, INSULATED
TARPS, PRESSURE WASHERS, ROTO TILLER,
PROPERTY PIN LOCATOR, CHIPPER/SHREDDER,
GAS POST HOLE DIGGER, WOODSPLITTER
...AND MUCH MORE!
PHONE 358-2632
1-888-358-2632

Sappho’s Bakery
Peter’s New & Used Windows & More

BOOKS

COLES
RENTALS
HEATERS (PROPANE & ELECTRIC)

BAKERY

Locally owned & operated in Burton
Serving the Arrow & Slocan Lakes areas

call Jim Berrill
(250) 359-5922

EQUIPMENT RENTAL

Oso Renewable Energy

Empowering you to harvest green, free, locally sourced energy!
Solar Hot Water, Solar Electric, Microhydro
Back-up power - Design and Installation
A capital Investment with reliable returns
Oh so durable tools for a secure energy future

Kip Drobish (250) 358-2660

www.OsoSolar.com

Rear, 309 Kildare St. New Denver
Open Tues-Sat. Closed Sun-Mon.
Pizza, Fresh Bread Daily
358-2119

Meat Cutting

Legendary Meats

Bulk - Beef, Pork, Buffalo
and Sausage Sales
Custom Cutting & Sausage Making,
Curing & Smoking of Bacons & Hams
Spring & Summer Hours:
Open Wed., Thurs. & Fri.
9 am till 5 pm
Phone: 226-7803
2826 Hwy 6 • Slocan Park
This space could be yours for
$10.00 + GST per issue.
Call 358-7218 or email:
valleyvoice@netidea.com
for details
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Kaslo council, July 28: Wildfire Interface Project items
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by Jan McMurray
• Council received eight letters
from Back Road residents opposed to
the proposed ‘Back Road treatment’
wildfire interface work. Many of
these letters were sent not only
to council, but also to the project
proponent and Ministry of Forests
officials. In an email to one of the
residents from Curt Nixon, Ministry
of Forests, Nixon states: “Several
other local residents have also
expressed their concern, and due
to this, we will carefully consider
all written comments from local
residents before making a decision
as to whether or not to issue this
license.” Forestry officials asked
project proponent John Addison
to reply to the residents, which he
did, and copied his reply to council.
Council referred all these letters to
the Wildfire Interface Focus Group,
and directed staff to also send a reply
to the residents, advising them that a
task force has been formed to address
their concerns.
A letter from John Cathro,
RPF, was received. Cathro sent his

letter to mayor and council, Area
D Director Shadrack, community
forest managers Richard Marchand
and Rainer Muenter, and Jeff Mattes
of Progressive Forest Management.
“I am writing to you as a group
because I believe interface fire
planning preparedness and treatment
– if we are to achieve the most
beneficial results – needs to be
addressed collectively. There has
been a conspicuous lack of coordination among the parties to
date,” he says. The letter has four
main parts: a description of the
problems associated with interface
wildfires; a summary of recent
and current initiatives to address
the problem; an analysis of the
current situation; and suggested steps
forward. His three suggested steps
forward include: greater strategic
integration of existing groups;
operational co-operation between
key players; start at people’s homes
and work out to the forest. This
letter was referred to the Municipal
Services Committee and Wildfire
Interface Focus Group for review

and comment to council.
An email from John Addison
to CAO Sawyer explains that he
will move forward with a public
input process as suggested by Area
D Director Shadrack. Shadrack has
asked Back Road residents to appoint
a couple of representatives to a small
working group. These reps would
communicate with Shadrack and the
project proponent, and would report
back to the other Back Road residents
via a phone tree. Addison says in
the email that a Village of Kaslo rep
would be welcome as an observer on
this small working group. This email
was referred to the Wildfire Interface
Focus Group for information.
Council proceeded to officially
form the wildfire interface focus
group. John Cathro was appointed
to write the terms of reference
for the group. Members of the
group are: Rainer Muenter and
Richard Marchand (Community
Forest); Fire Chief Larry Badry; Jeff
Mattes, Progressive Forestry; Herb
Thompson, RDCK appointee; John
Cathro; Ministry of Forests rep(s);

and two council members. Mayor
Lay then put forward a motion to
appoint Councillors Leathwood
and Hewat to the group. Councillor
Frary spoke up, surprised that the
two appointees had apparently been
chosen without his prior knowledge,
to say he would have liked to be
considered to sit on the focus group.
However, he acknowledged that he
would be able to attend the meetings
in his capacity as councillor. He also
recommended that the two appointed
councillors read the Blackwell Report
for Kaslo and area. The Blackwell
Report was commissioned by the
RDCK and consists of a series of
community wildfire interface plans
for all communities in the RDCK.
• Mayor Lay declared a nonpecuniary conflict of interest and
removed himself from council
chambers for this next item – which
arose because Lay did not declare
a conflict of interest during Sasha
Cuff’s delegation at the last meeting.
Cuff spoke to council about damage
to his water supply after phase one of
the Kaslo Wildfire Interface Project.

Lay was involved with phase one of
the project.
At this meeting, with Lay absent,
council received a letter from Anne
Malik, expressing disappointment
that contraventions of conflict of
interest guidelines continue at the
Kaslo council table. She urges all
members of council and the CAO to
review the pertinent section of the
Community Charter.
Acting Mayor Leathwood
explained that the Village had
documentation stating that Lay was
no longer a part of the Kaslo Wildfire
Interface project as of June 8. She
said that if any issues come up that
pertain to the project before June 8,
Lay will declare a conflict. However,
he will sit in on any item concerning
the project going forward.
Councillor Cormie asked for
confirmation that Lay would have
to declare a conflict if he writes the
prescription for the second phase of
the project. Acting Mayor Leathwood
answered that there is no phase two at
this point, as it has not been approved
by the Ministry of Forests.

by Jan McMurray
• The RDCK will not contribute
as a whole to the Kootenay Lake
Hospital CT Scanner project. Rather,
directors will decide on an individual
basis whether or not they would like to
contribute to the project from their own
discretionary funding.
A total of $50,000 in discretionary
funding was approved for the project –
Area A: $4,000; Area B: $1,000; Area
E: $20,000; Area G - $5,000; Area H:
$20,000.
• The board received copies of
letters from 13 residents of Meadow
Creek in support of the Glacier/Howser
independent power project.
• The board received a letter from
the Regional District of East Kootenay
(RDEK) informing them that the
RDEK had decided to establish a select
committee to examine the Glacier/
Howser Project. Also, the RDEK board
was going to ask the Environmental
Assessment Office to extend the
timeline for comment on the project.
• The board will register its
interests and concerns with the British
Columbia Utilities Commission in the
commission’s Long Term Electricity
Transmission Inquiry. The RDCK’s
concerns will relate to impacts to
residents as a result of the 30-year plan
for potential generation / transmission
development.
• Topics that the board may discuss
in appointments with cabinet ministers
and senior government staff during the
upcoming Union of BC Municipalities
(UBCM) convention are: transit,
water, hydro, health care and resource
recovery.
• The board approved in principle
the development of standard
procedures, guiding principles,
and policies to be included in an
RDCK-wide Official Community
Plan, including integration of the
recommendations and outcomes of
the Provincial Smart Planning for
Communities initiative.
• Staff was directed to develop
a strategy for developing and
implementing management plans
for each of the regional parks in the

RDCK over the next five years. Also,
a Regional and Community Parks
Strategy will be developed to guide
the future acquisition of regional and
community park lands.
• The Select Committee on
Services, struck in January to look at
all RDCK services and to come up with
long-term strategies for the sustainable
provision of services, submitted its
report to the board. Director Hamling
from Nakusp chaired the select
committee. The report was referred to
the General Affairs Committee.
• A letter from Andre Buss, Director
of Finance, City of Castlegar, informs
the board that Celgar is withholding
payment of the Major Industry portion
of their property taxes. As a result,
the City is not submitting all of its
RDCK tax requisition. It submitted
$1,683,953, which is $375,000 short.
The board will notify the Inspector
of Municipalities. Also, the Castlegar
and District Recreation Commission,
Castlegar Transit and the General
Affairs Committee will be asked to
submit, in writing, how the financial
shortfall will be addressed in the fall.
• The bylaw to borrow up to
$843,100 for Cell One development at
the Ooteischenia Landfill was adopted.
• The contract for the Ootischenia
Landfill Entrance Facilities Upgrades
was awarded to Maglio Installations
Ltd. in the amount not to exceed
$287,875.35 (including GST), subject
to negotiation.
Area H – Slocan Valley
• Residents of Areas E and F, and
the southern portion of Area H (south
of Enterprise Creek) and the Village of
Slocan may go to referendum next year
to see if they would like to contribute
tax dollars to the Nelson Public Library.
The RDCK will hire a consultant to
do a feasibility study on creating the
contributory service. The proposal
from the Nelson Library board requests
$240,000 from the benefiting areas.
• Staff was authorized to apply for
funding for two projects in Sandon. The
first project is a heritage interpretive
program for the community. Funding
applications for this project will be

made to the BC Heritage Legacy
Fund and Columbia Basin Trust.
The second project is to develop a
Community Heritage Conservation
Plan, to be incorporated at a later date
as an addendum to the Area H North
Official Community Plan. A funding
application for this project will be made
under the BC Heritage Conservation
and Feasibility Planning program.
• The board voted to withdraw its
request to IHA for reconsideration of
the Order to improve the South Slocan
Water System.
• Discretionary grants were
approved for the West Kootenay
Chapter MS Society $200 and the
Winlaw Hall Society $1,000.
• Community Development grants
were approved for the Hills Community
Doukhobour Society $3,000 and the
Kootenay Lake Hospital Foundation
$ 20,000.
• A one-year agreement will
be signed with the Dumont Creek
Burial Society for the operation and
maintenance of the Dumont Creek
Cemetery in Winlaw.
• Appointments to the Rosebery
Parklands and Trails Commission
were made as follows – Village of
New Denver: Jane Murphy; Village
of Silverton: Hank Hastings; Area H:
Michael Dorsey, Jeff Bustard, Peter
Roulston, Rod Reitmeier, Tim Fox;
Rosebery Parklands Development
Society: Lilliana Wright; Village of
Slocan: Michael Koolen.
• Benjamin Reitmeier was
appointed as the Lucerne Elementary
School Youth Representative to the
Slocan Lake Recreation Commission
No. 6.
Area D – North Kootenay Lake
• Starting next year, residents
of Argenta and Johnson’s Landing
may contribute tax dollars to the
Kaslo Public Library. An ‘Alternative
Approval Process’ is underway to
determine if the majority of taxpayers
in the two communities’ specified hall
areas would like to contribute.
• A discretionary grant of $380 was
approved for Nelson Youth Soccer.
• Community Development

grants were approved for: Lardeau
Valley Community Centre $6,655;
Johnsons Landing Community Assoc.
$4,344.62; Friends of the Lardeau
$3,410; Kaslo Logger Sports $3,600;
Kaslo Fire Dept. – 1st Responder Kits
$2,500; Kaslo Fire Dept. – Water Tank
$4,500; Kaslo Fire Dept. – Ainsworth
1st Responder Equipment $6,500;
Dick Brenton – Fire Suppr. Manuals

$105.
Area K – Arrow Lakes
• The Area K Official Community
Plan (OCP) bylaw and zoning
amendment bylaw were given two
readings and referred to a public hearing.
• Discretionary grants were
approved for the Burton Fire Group
$5,000 and the Arrow Lakes TV Society
$500.

submitted
Enjoy a summer evening filled
with superb music performed by a
talented duo, violinist Maria van der
Sloot and pianist Susanne RubergGordon. The concert, hosted by the
Valhalla Fine Arts Society, takes place
August 20 at 7 pm at the Memorial Hall
in Silverton.
The two musicians, who both
recently performed at the Canadian
Embassy in Warsaw, Poland as part of
the July 2009 Canada Day celebrations,
will join together as a duo to perform
works by Schubert, Szymanowski,
Wieniawski, Paganini and Bach.
At 16, Maria van der Sloot is
emerging as one of Canada’s brightest
young talents. She debuted at the age of
five at the Calgary Music Festival, and
already, she has performed and worked
with an impressive list of artists.
In 2005, van der Sloot made her
orchestral debut with the Calgary
Philharmonic, along with fellow
violinist, Meghan Nenniger. The
same year, the two were invited to

perform with the National Arts Centre
Orchestra on their tour of Western
Canada. This September, she is in
Europe again for the 11th International
Competition for Young Violinists in
Honor of Wieniawski and Lupinski,
held in Lublin, Poland.
Swedish-born pianist Susanne
Ruberg-Gordon is a graduate of
the Edsberg Institute of Music in
Stockholm. A superb musician, she
is frequently heard on CBC and has
collaborated with artists such as Andres
Cardenes, Ning Feng, Jens Lindemann,
Tao Ni, and Arnold Choi. she has
been on faculty at the Mount Royal
College Conservatory since 1991 and
has been a collaborative artist for the
Morningside Music Bridge program
since 2001. Ruberg-Gordon is also a
member of the chamber-trio KeyBrass.
The Valhalla Fine Arts Society
would like to thank the two for being a
part of the Valhalla Concert Series. This
is a special concert not to be missed!
Admission is by donation. For more
information, please call 250-358-7151.

by Jan McMurray
SideOut Sound Productions of
Winlaw presents the first annual
Winlaw Music Festival on Saturday,
August 22 from noon to midnight at
Sleep is for Sissies.
Lots of awesome local bands
will be featured, including Kenny
Konrad & Old Blind Crow, the
Terry B. Moore Band, Heavy Shtetl,
Razzberry Rockets, Brian Rosen,

CBC Trio, Gemma Luna, Two for
Tripping, SoundSerious, and Angela
Safire Jones. A couple of bands from
the coast are also coming – the ReMains and the Joey Only Band.
There will be beer gardens and
food tents on site. Tickets are $20 in
advance (available at Eddy’s Music
in Nelson and at Sleep is for Sissies)
and $25 at the gate. Kids 12 and
under are free.

RDCK, July 23: Directors contribute individually to Kootenay Lake Hospital CT Scanner

Valhalla Fine Arts presents
highly talented duo in concert

First annual Winlaw Music
Festival features lots of local talent
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KASLO JAZZFEST
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Kaslo Jazz Etc Festival makes magic with great music and spectacular setting

Thank you
Valley Voice

The only newspaper that
tells us what is going on in
the Kaslo area. The only
newspaper that gives us a
chance to say what we think
about it, free of charge, in
Voices from the Valleys.
Paid advertisement by Jane Lynch
in support of the Valley Voice

Fest has a “self-imposed limit” of
2,000 tickets per day, and Holland
says the weekend saw about 3,300
adults and 200 youth tickets sold.
The new site layout, with the
main stage on the north side of the
creek and the vendors on the south
side, was something organizers
have been looking at for three years
now, reported Holland. When asked
if rumours that the new triplex
development (Kaslo Bay Estates)
above the park was the reason for
the new layout, Holland said he
was initially concerned about sound
echoing off the building. “The new
layout was the direction we were
going, and the appearance of that
building was the catalyst that pushed
us into it for this year,” he said. As
it turns out, he says the echo effect
would not have been a big concern
because of the amount of foliage in
front of the building.
The main reason for the new
layout is that the lay of the land in
front of the main stage this year is
“almost perfect theatre seating,”
said Holland.
Although it doesn’t seem like
it, Holland says there actually is
more square footage on the north
side of the creek than on the south
side when you subtract the space
occupied by the beer tent. “There’s
more square footage, more shade,
and it’s a more natural kind of
environment,” he said. “It’s on a

gentle slope, making for almost
perfect theatre seating, whereas the
other side flattens out.”
He said the merchants like the
new layout because the ground is
more level, and they are in the high
traffic area of the entrance/exit to the
festival grounds.
“We have a bit of tweaking to
do with the new layout, but overall,
it was successful,” he said.
The workshops offered by some

of the Jazz Festival performers in
the mornings at the United Church
and the Langham were “better
than ever, and are becoming one
of the features of this event,” said
Holland. The workshops are free
and are open to everyone, not just
festival goers. This year, the first
hour of the workshops was for the
public, and the second hour was for
‘master classes’ for local musicians
who were selected by local music

teachers.
It takes about 400 volunteers
to put this show on, and three paid
employees. Holland has a fulltime, year-round position, and two
students are employed full-time
through the summer.
As for Friday night’s country
bands, Holland says “we might
have been pushing the edge of the
envelope, but we’re not afraid to
experiment.”

Photo credit: art Joyce

by Jan McMurray
The Kaslo Jazz Etc Festival just
keeps getting better.
“It was a great year!” said
Executive Director Jim Holland.
“We’re getting excellent feedback
from far and wide about the quality
of the music, the beautiful venue,
the new site layout…we’re verging
on spiritual experiences out there,”
he said with a chuckle. “It’s pretty
magical.”
Holland says that a lot of people
were “surprised and blown away”
by the music they heard by bands
that were new to them. This is
causing festival organizers to turn
their attention more and more
to booking this type of talent,
although “we’ll always have big
name bands,” he said.
Holland reported that ticket
sales were down about 10% in this
recession year – the same as the
Nakusp Music Festival. The Jazz

Air Conditioned

Fresh BC fruits & vegetables

• Taking orders for canning peaches, tomatoes & more
We stock jars, lids, pectin, bulk spices, salts,
sugars, sweeteners...

Forty years after his stellar performance at Woodstock, Richie Havens finally made it to the Kaslo Jazz Festival to
delight the audience on Sunday afternoon.
Retallack’s restaurant boasts a large vibrant, open
air dining room and patio which overlooks the Kaslo
River. We implore you to join Chef Yves Robattaile
and enjoy one of his many
delectable creations.
Located in between Kaslo
and New Denver on
Highway 31A.

GREENWOOD STABLES

Ron Greenwood, Prop
		
Professional Backhoe Operator

Services offered:
• Landscaping			
• Trenching			
• Grading			
• Landscaping
		

• Small stump removal
• Waterlines
• Fencing
...and more

RR#1 Site 1 Comp 11
New Denver, BC V0G1S0

Leave message at 250-551-2155

Canefire, a seven-piece band with a Caribbean calypso sound, had the audience rocking on Saturday night at the Jazz Fest.

