Thank you for respect ing and helping maintain
ou r way of life. We invite you to . . .

A strong and diverse loc al economy is essential
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Support local businesses, farmers, and artists.
Visit the Friday Market and local festivals such as the
Hills Garlic Festival (www.hillsgarlicfest.ca) and May Days
(www.newdenvermaydays.com) in New Denver, and Canada Day
in Silverton.
Visit www.slocanlake.com and www.slocanvalley.com and check
out bulletin boards to learn more about local culture and events.
Join a volunteer group and weave your skills into the social
fabric of the community.
Please consider renting your home if you only use it for part of
the year. There is a real need here—providing affordable housing
is much appreciated.
Meet your neighbours.
Grow a garden.
Learn about bears and other wildlife. Please don’t leave food
outside (garbage, barbeques, fruit, pet food). Avoid closed trails
and drive cautiously to avoid hitting deer, elk, and other wildlife.
Review current bylaws and Official Community Plans for the
Village of New Denver (www.newdenver.ca) and Silverton
(www.silverton.ca) by going to village offices, and find the
Area H North plan at www.rdck.bc.ca.
Learn about responsible septic system usage. Help protect our
clean water by avoiding toxins such as bleach and pesticides.
Preserve historical sites and objects. Please leave everything as
you find it.
Boat safely and watch for swimmers. Winds are notorious for
picking up suddenly on Slocan Lake.
Relax, slow down, smile, and stop to chat awhile.

The North Slocan is a rare and spec ial plac e
w ith a small, mindful c ommu nity. Welc ome.
This brochure is produced by the Healthy Housing Society, New
Denver, BC (hhousingc@yahoo.ca) with financial support from the
Columbia Basin Trust and BC Healthy Communities.

to ou r qu ality of life. Loc al offic ial commu nity
development that is ecologic ally su sta inable and
meet s commu nity interest s.
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Welc om e to ou r w ay of l ife . . .
in a w ild a n d n a tu ral pla c e w it h a
u niqu e c om mu nity c ha ra c ter w e
s eek to pre s erv e.

Excellent services for ou r basic needs

Into Learning

The North Slocan is fortunate to have many local social services,
thanks to our tenacious community spirit.

Our community values learning. Lucerne School in New Denver
(www.sd10.bc.ca/less) tends to preschoolers through grade 12,
providing an intimate and award-winning learning environment.
There are also some home schooling families and a variety
of opportunities to learn through presentations, workshops,
and hands-on courses throughout the year. One of Lucerne’s
innovative features is the Into Learning Program which occurs
each fall and spring outside the regular classroom. Students
choose from a variety of week-long programs—from outdoor trips
and sport clinics to music and dance, animation, writing, cooking,
and fine arts.

• Community Health Centre with medical clinic, residential
care, diagnostic and rehabilitation services, health
education and specialists, fitness centre, and 24-7
emergency services
• Full-time dentist
• Holistic health care including chiropractic, massage and art
therapists, and other alternative practitioners
• Lucerne School—which houses grades K through 12 and the
New Denver Nursery School
• Community Services including outreach employment
services, youth and adult counselling, and other programs
• Fire department
• Post office
• Recycling stations, waste transfer stations, and the
“Donation Store”
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With lots of sun and rain, growing food is a local delight. The Village of Silverton’s
Official Community Plan encourages local self-sufficiency. There are a few local
farms, active food security and gardening groups, and bountiful backyard gardens
and orchards. Volunteers maintain the Kohan Reflection Garden, with its elegant
landscaping based on Japanese heritage. Every Friday, from June to October,
New Denver hosts a market with local produce and artisans' wares. An event not
to be missed, the Hills Garlic Festival, "where culture meets agriculture," attracts
thousands to New Denver's Centennial Park the second Sunday in September.


• New Denver Reading Centre

• Public transit to Nakusp and south to Nelson
We also have many of the services of small towns such
as grocery and hardware stores, cafés and restaurants, a
laundromat, insurance office, veterinarian, accounting and
financial services, churches, museums, galleries, and one
of BC’s few independent newspapers. There are also several
home-based businesses that offer an array of services.

It is in our community interest to have families move
here—helping keep the school and community alive.

This welcoming guide is a sketch of lo cal c ulture, de signed
for visitors and tho s e who might join us in making the
North Slo can their home.

An eclectic mix of people,
with diverse perspectives, we
have some strong common
values. We seek to preserve
the area's natural beauty,
social diversity, and our
small town rural character.

A diverse history
and rich blending
of cultu res . . .

The North Slocan (Enterprise
Creek to Summit Lake) has
an eclectic culture, built on
successive waves of people.
The first were the Sinixt
Nation—known as the Mother
Tribe. Pictographs along Slocan
Lake are mute witness to the
struggle the Sinixt face today
to gain legal status in Canada.
Thousands of settlers came in
the 1880s for the galena (silverlead) deposits. After a 20-year
mining boom, logging became
the economic mainstay. Russian
Doukhobors also came to the
region, seeking freedom from
religious persecution in the
early 1900s. Stories come alive
at the Nikkei Centre—the only
interpretive centre in Canada
dedicated to the internment
of over 22,000 JapaneseCanadians during the Second
World War, some of whom were
in camps in the North Slocan.
In the 1960s and 1970s, the
Vietnam War brought many
well-educated Americans, who
joined eastern Canadians in
search of a different lifestyle.
Today we have a distinctive
social mix—families from
each of these waves, retired
professionals, urban refugees,
and people lured by the
intense natural beauty, superb
recreation, and simple way
of life. From this have come
a flourishing arts community,
spirited political debates,
fabulous gardens, and a deepseated ethic of care for this
rare oasis of beautiful land and
clean water.

“Some people say the
Slocan Valley is as
much a state of mind
as it is a place.”

The Slocan Valley is well known for its
active arts community. Galleries and local
groups put on an assortment of shows,
exhibits, and performances. The Valhalla
Summer School of Fine Arts hosts music,
film, and theatre courses that draw
students from around the world.
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lifestyle—a lifestyle that drew, and keeps, many of us here. There is a
rich quality of life blessed by healthy air, water and land, and a friendly
community where you get to know your neighbours. Some have made
sacrifices and changed professions to live in this beautiful place, and
people often wonder how we support ourselves. Some log and mine,
many work at the school, in health care, or in the services that keep
our vibrant villages running. Some are professionals in home offices.
Many are artists such as writers, potters, fibre artists, photographers,
and musicians. Many businesses make their income through summer
tourism, and often people have more than one job. The versatility and
entrepreneurship is remarkable—we have a wide knowledge base and
range of talented people. If you need something or a service, you’ll
probably find someone who can do it.
But it goes beyond filling practical needs. The extraordinary number of
volunteer groups here signals the extent to which we value community
and support one another. Community spirit is about helping neighbours
when they’re in trouble, getting creative, enjoying life, savouring
the simple things like hanging out on the beach, and making unique
community events happen. It’s all about our small town rural character,
as residents have resoundingly told community planners.

New Denver’s vision,
a s expre ss ed i n t he
Offic ial Commu nity P la n,
is of a “b eau t ifu l, safe,
he alt hy, fr ie n d ly, a n d
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outstanding recreation. We’re encircled by three large provincial
parks: Kokanee Glacier, Goat Range, and Valhalla. At our doorstep is a
network of trails for hiking, cycling, and cross-country skiing, as well
as a nine-hole golf course. The lake invites canoeing and kayaking,
sailing, swimming, and fishing. For the intrepid adventurist, there is
backcountry skiing, creek kayaking, mountain biking, hunting, wildlife
viewing, and explorations deep into surrounding mountains.
When not exploring outdoors, locals band together for indoor
recreation. Community volleyball and badminton warm up the
winters, along with regular yoga classes, music lessons, dance,
singing, and chanting for part of the year. Most people wouldn’t
believe how much goes on in these little villages!

lakefront c ommu nity.”
Living with natu re - Living by the lake
Living in the North Slocan means living with nature. Expect close encounters with resident and migratory birds, small animals, and hoofed critters
such as deer and elk. We have cougars, and often see black bears, sometimes perched in our backyard fruit trees.

“Small is beautiful”

Slocan Lake is unusually pristine. It’s clear, so clean that people drink from it, and provides food such as rainbow trout, Dolly Varden, and the icon of
the Kootenays, the kokanee. Most homes depend on surface water for drinking. As shown in land use surveys, common values include protection of
community watersheds and public access and control over the lake’s shoreline. Residents are fiercely proud of the precious wild and peaceful nature
of Slocan Lake. New Denver has created several policies to honour these values, including prohibiting the rental and sale of houseboats, ski boats, jet
skis, or other noisy watercraft from its shore.

