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Slocan Valley and Fruitvale 

Co-ops will build a future as one 
organization. 

Members of the two organizations 
voted in favour to amalgamate at 
recent special  membership meetings. 
On May 26, 100 per cent of Fruitvale 
Co-op members voted in favour 
of amalgamation; and on May 27, 
96.2 per cent of Slocan Valley Co-
op members voted in favour of 
amalgamation.  

“We are excited and proud to 
build together. This yes vote from 
our members gives us the continued 
ability to contribute to the success of 
the communities in our region,” said 
Pauline Bergstrom, General Manager 
of the Fruitvale Co-op. “This allows 
us to grow and diversify our products 

and services to ensure relevance and 
a strong future for our Co-op.” 

The new organization will 
operate as Valley Co-op Marketplace 
(Valley Co-op) and will provide 
members and customers in the West 
Kootenays with a larger network 
of  services from which they can 
access the lifetime benefits of Co-op 
membership, including patronage 
and equity.  

“Today means a lot to our Co-ops, 
our members and our employees,” 
said Chris Sapriken, General 
Manager of the Slocan Valley Co-
op. “This means we are planning for 
the next generation of sustainability. 
This yes vote allows us to leave our 
Co-op in a better position.”

The amalgamation will take 
effect on November 1, 2026. Once 
complete, Valley Co-op will operate 

Slocan Valley and Fruitvale Co-ops to merge and become Valley 
Co-op following member votes

The Slocan Valley Co-op will merge with the Fruivale Co-op to become Valley Co-op Marketplace 
(Valley Co-op) on November 1, 2026. Members of both co-ops voted in favour of the amalgamation at 

special membership meetings on May 26 and 27.
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Pa total of five locations across five 
communities, including five Gas Bar/
C-Stores, one commercial petroleum 
Cardlock (all with one co-op number) 
and The Dam Restaurant & Bar. 

Over the coming months, the 
Slocan Valley and Fruitvale Co-
ops will be busy working to ensure 
there is no disruption to service for 
members as the two co-ops become 
one.

A statement announcing the 
merger said the co-ops will work on 
“establishing a new strategic plan 
for future success, providing quality 
products and services, retaining 
and developing internally with our 
team members, and investing and 
utilizing technology to enhance 
our departments, while always 
supporting our communities.” 

YOUR SLOCAN VALLEY BUILDING CENTER 
Competitive pricing Knowledgeable staff Weekly special ordering Timely delivery

SAT, JUNE 6TH ONLY 

10% OFF  10% OFF  
WHATEVER YOU  
CAN STUFF IN A 

5-GALLON  
TIMBER MART  

BUCKET!!

  

SERIOUSLY BEAR-PROOF  
BINS.  AFTER-REBATE  

PRICE $155

  

PATIO UMBRELLAS 
ALL COLORS AND STYLES 

$67.99 

  

10% OFF ALL PATIO SETS,  
SOLAR LIGHTS UNTIL  

JUNE 30TH

FOR ALL YOUR BUILDING SUPPLIES, HARDWARE, HOUSEWARE & CAMPING NEEDS
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TOADS ON THE 
MOVE

Western toads at Summit, Fish and Bear 
lakes recently started their peak migration. 
Toads hibernate in winter in cavities formed 
by decaying tree roots, burrows dug by other 
animals, or tunnels between rocks. When 
females emerge, they carry 12,000–17,000 
eggs down the mountainside to the lake for 
males to fertilize.

                Social Media:
                @silvertongeneralstore
Web: silvertongeneralstore.ca

Hours: 7days/week 8:00am-5:30pm
Phone: 250-358-2284
Email: info@silvertongeneralstore.ca

Natural
Foods

Local Made
Gifts &

Antiques
Café
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CUSTOM-BUILT 
HOME 

On 1 acre in Nakusp, BC.  
Asking $200,000 below the assessed 
value, way below the appraised value, 
includes many household items and an 

attached 5-car garage. 
Call the owner for more information and 

optional price reductions. 
@ 250-265-8943

★ ★

by Nikko Snyder
Members of the Valley View Golf 

Club in Winlaw are still reeling after a 
major theft took place at the non-profit 
golf course the weekend of May 16. 

1,300 litres of fuel were stolen 
from the property, along with 
equipment, tools and other items. 

It was uncommon for the club 
to have such a large amount of fuel 
on-site, however they had recently 
decided to invest in a bulk fuel order 
to cover the entire golf season, in an 
attempt to get ahead of rising costs.

“We’re a non-profit community-
based golf course that struggles 
to make ends meet,” Valley View 
President Kevin Goodwin told the 
Valley Voice. “For us it was a huge 
hit, because obviously we don’t have 

that kind of money to potentially even 
cover our deductible for insurance.” 

Because of the large amount of 
fuel stolen, the RCMP has indicated 
the theft likely happened in more 
than one trip with a large vehicle, 
pre-planning, and some knowledge 
of the property and club’s operations. 
They have also suggested the thieves 
may return. 

“It’s not an average vehicle, 
it’s not an average person,” said 
Kevin. “Someone’s going to take it 
somewhere locally and offload it, and 
then come back and get more. And it 
feels like it would be someone who 
was familiar with our property, where 
the fuel was stored. They even tilted 
the tanks and took every last drop. 
They didn’t even leave us a litre.”

Although the RCMP hasn’t given 
the club reason to believe the stolen 
items will be retrieved, they have 
made recommendations for upgrades 
to their security. Cameras and lights 

have been installed, and members 
and neighbours who live nearby are 
on high alert. 

“Unfortunately it makes us 
suspicious, as thefts often do. You 
have to start looking around and 
wondering who did it,” said Kevin. 
“If anything was our mistake it was 
being complacent and feeling safe, 
unfortunately.”

When asked about the best way 
for the community to support Valley 
View through this difficult time, 
Kevin encouraged people to simply 
come out to play some golf or have 
a meal at the Pennydale Junction, the 
club’s restaurant. 

“We provide golf for youth under 
16 for free, we have seniors’ programs, 
we have homeschool programs. It’s a 
community course,” he said. 

Community members are also 
encouraged to keep an eye out for 
the stolen items, which might appear 
on Facebook Marketplace or other 

Valley View Golf Club forced to make changes in aftermath of 
major theft

sites. Missing items include a chain 
saw, leaf blower, bench grinder, pipe 
wrench set, pliers set, socket set, 
vice grips set, floor jack, air pressure 
gauge, battery charger, bolt cutter and 
walkie talkies. 

“If anything we’re just asking 
everybody to be a little bit more 
aware of things that are happening,” 
said Kevin. “At these types of times 
it takes the community to help the 
police.” 

submitted
New Denver grade 12 student 

Adrian Edge has been selected as 
this year’s recipient of the Pat Ashton 
Memorial Award, which recognizes 
outstanding student volunteerism and 
community service.

The award is administered by 
Slocan Valley Branch 276 of the Royal 
Canadian Legion, and was established 
in honour of the late Pat Ashton, whose 
dedication, leadership and commitment 
to the Slocan Valley community left 
a lasting impact on the region. Pat 
served as president of the Slocan 
Valley Legion for 17 years and became 
widely known throughout the Slocan 
Valley for his kindness, generosity and 
unwavering willingness to help others.

The $1,000 award was open to 
students in grades 10-12 living between 
Summit Lake and Crescent Valley who 
demonstrated exceptional commitment 
to volunteerism and service within their 
communities.

This year’s winner, Adrian Edge 
of New Denver, exemplifies the spirit 
of volunteerism and community 
leadership, whether it be to give an 
elderly woman in the community a 
helping hand or encourage younger 
students to experience the joy of 
learning music. 

“Adrian is a testament to the 
spirit of volunteerism and community 
leadership that Pat Ashton lived 
everyday,” said Delaine Hird, president 
of the Slocan Valley Legion. “We are 

proud to recognize his contributions 
and know that Pat would have been 
pleased to see this young man by his 
own example, encourage people to 
strengthen our communities through 
service.”

The award will be formally 
presented at Lucerne Elementary 
Secondary School’s Awards Day 
ceremonies in New Denver, on June 
6 at 1 pm.

T h e  L e g i o n  e x t e n d s  i t s 
congratulations to Adrian and thanks 
all students who applied for this year’s 
award. 

“As this is also Adrian’s graduating 
year, we encourage him to continue 
with volunteerism and commitment 
‘to paying it forward,’” the Legion said 
in a statement. “We wish him the very 
best and successful outcomes for all his 
future endeavours.”

Slocan Valley Legion announces recipient of Pat Ashton 
Memorial Award

Members and neighbours of the Valley View Golf Club in Winlaw are on high alert following a 
major theft of fuel and tools in May. 

PH
O

TO
 C

R
ED

IT
: G

O
LF

VA
LL

EY
VI

EW
.C

A

New Denver grade 12 student Adrian Edge 
has been awarded the Pat Ashton Memorial 
Award for his volunteerism and community 

service. 
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BEAMS program funds upgrades to community halls, daycares, 
and affordable housing
submitted

Appledale, Crescent Valley, 
Fauquier, Nakusp, Slocan Park and 
Winlaw are among 16 communities 
receiving funding through the 
Columbia Basin Trust’s (CBT) 
Building Enhancement and Asset 
Management Support (BEAMS) 
Program. 

T h e  p r o g r a m  s u p p o r t s 
non-profits and First Nations 
communities to upgrade and 
revitalize community-serving 
buildings,  affordable rental 
housing buildings and licensed 
child care facilities, ensuring 
they remain safe, functional and 
sustainable for years to come. 

CBT is investing over $1 
million into 22 projects focused 
on assessing and upgrading 
building conditions or creating 
asset management plans to ensure 
long-term viability. 

“These projects will help 
a ffordable  hous ing  tenants 
have well-maintained homes, 
welcoming places for people to 
gather and take part in community 

life, and quality, licensed child 
care spaces that support healthy 
development,” said Ulli Mueller, 
Senior Manager, Delivery of 
Benefits, Columbia Basin Trust. 
“Activities like reinforcing a 
foundation, fixing a guardrail or 
planning for future maintenance 
may seem small, but they can 
make a real difference in people’s 
daily lives.” 

The projects may include 
s t r u c t u r a l  e n g i n e e r i n g 
assessments, replacements such 
as hot water heaters, repairs 
to issues like cracks, energy-
efficiency upgrades, and roof 
reinforcements to support solar 
panels or mechanical equipment.

Appledale 
Children’s Centre

The Appledale Daycare Society 
is receiving $18,500 to upgrade the 
Appledale Children’s Centre by 
replacing windows and hot water 
heaters, sealing foundation cracks 
and other exterior penetrations, 
improving site grading, and 

assessing existing insulation.
“The Appledale Children’s 

Centre is a beautiful heritage 
building that receives 15 to 20 
families every year for daycare,” 
said Huguette Marr, Director. “In a 
rural area like Winlaw, the building 
is also a great meeting place where 
all families can get together, plus 
where children gather to play in 
the playground.” 

Other local 
projects receiving 
support

Several other communities 
in the area are receiving funds 
through the BEAMS program. 

T h e  C r e s c e n t  Va l l e y 
Community Hall Society will 
receive $5,000 to complete 
structural upgrades to the Crescent 
Valley Community Hall, and 
$10,000 to replace the Sequoia 
Learning Centre’s heat pump. 

The Fauquier Community 
Club will receive $43,000 towards 
structural repairs to the Fauquier 
Community Hall.

The Nakusp Child Care Society 
will  receive $5,000 towards 
structural repairs to the Stepping 
Stones Children’s Centre. 

The Slocan Park Community 
Hall Society will put $67,000 
towards completing additional 
s t r uc tu r a l  i n spec t i ons  and 
structural repairs to the Slocan 

The Appledale Daycare Society is upgrading the Appledale Children’s Centre with support from 
Columbia Basin Trust.

Columbia and Duncan operations update

BC Hydro is hosting operations updates online and in your community 

this June. Our staff will provide information about the snowpack, 

forecasted inflows, and expected summer reservoir levels and river 

flows across the Columbia Basin, including Kinbasket Reservoir, 

Revelstoke Reservoir, Arrow Lakes Reservoir, Duncan Reservoir, and the 

Columbia River at Birchbank. We will also provide updates on the 

Columbia River and Duncan Dam Water Use Plans.

 ○ June 9 from 6:30 to 8 pm: Online

 ○ June 15 from 5:30 to 7:30 pm: Revelstoke Community Centre

 ○ June 16 from 5:30 to 7:30 pm: Nakusp Seniors Hall

 ○ June 17 from 5:30 to 7:30 pm: Lardeau Valley Community Centre

 ○ June 18 from 5:30 to 7:30 pm: Castlegar Recreation Complex

For more information or to register for the online meeting, please email  

southern-interior.info@bchydro.com or call (250) 608-3750 by  

June 8. Registration for the open houses is not required. 

8456

Meetings and open houses

Smokey Creek Salvage
24 HR TOWING

New & Used Auto Parts, Back Hoe Work, 
Certified Welding & Repairs, Vehicle Removal

WE BUY CARS & TRUCKS
359-7815; 1-877-376-6539
3453 YEATMAN RD, SOUTH SLOCAN

Kokanee Law

● Notary Service
● Wills & POAs
● Estate Solicitor 
● Family Law Agreements

● Contract negotiation
● Mediation
● Alternative Dispute 

Resolution

     THERIN J. RHAINTRE
          Lawyer & Mediator

   admin@kokaneelaw.ca
          250-505-9563

• Fresh Meat Cut Daily
• Fresh & Frozen Seafood
• Freezer Packs
• Deli Sandwiches to go
• Awesome Cheese Selection
• Fresh & Smoked Sausage
• Smoked Salmon
• Awesome Beef Jerky
• Custom Cutting
• Weekly Instore Specials

Park Community Hall.
Winlaw Rural Alternatives 

Research & Training Society 
will receive $45,000 towards the 
completion of structural repairs to 
the Vallican Whole Community 
Centre, as well as repair of the heat 
pump mount. 

$22,000 will go to the Winlaw 
Winlaw Hall  Association to 
complete additional structural 
inspections and structural repairs 
to the Winlaw Community Hall.

Expressions of interest for the 
next round of BEAMS funding 
are due by June 25, 2026, at 2 

       
       The Corporation of the Village of Slocan

                                            PRESENTATION OF THE ANNUAL REPORT 
                                            AND STATEMENT OF FINANCIAL INFORMATION     
                                        MONDAY, JUNE 8th at 7:00pm

The Village of Slocan would like to invite the public to attend a Meeting of Council, for 
the purpose of presenting the 2025 Annual Municipal Report and Statement of  

Financial Information on June 8th at 7:00pm. 

The Reports will be available for inspection at the Village Office during regular office 
hours (Mon – Thurs, 9am – 4 pm), or by visiting www.slocancity.com/slocan-news. 
Comments from the public regarding the Annual Report may be submitted by mail, 

e-mail or hand-delivered before 4:00pm on Wednesday, June 3rd, 2026.

pm. Full applications, developed 
with advisory support, are due 
November 26, at 2 pm.
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EDITORIAL / LETTERS POLICY
The Valley Voice welcomes letters to the editor and community news 

articles from our readers. 
Letters and articles should be no longer than 500 words and may be 

edited. We reserve the right to reject any submitted material.
Please mark your letter “LETTER TO THE EDITOR.” Include your 

address and daytime phone number for verification purposes. We will not 
knowingly publish any letter that is defamatory or libelous. We will not 
publish anonymous letters or letters signed with pseudonyms, except in 
extraordinary circumstances. Opinions expressed in published letters are 
those of the author and not necessarily those of the Valley Voice.

The Valley Voice 		 Box 70, New Denver, BC V0G 1S0
Phone/Fax: 1-833-501-1700 E-Mail: valleyvoice@valleyvoice.ca Website: www.valleyvoice.ca

Editor/Publisher - Nikko Snyder - Publisher Emeritus - Dan Nicholson • Editor Emeritus - Jan McMurray 
Reporters - Joanne Feenstra, Moe Lyons, Corrina Mae, Cassandra Morrison & Zen Wang

Local Journalism Initiative Reporter - Rachael Lesosky
Published and printed in British Columbia, Canada

The Valley Voice is distributed throughout the Slocan and Arrow Lake Valleys from South Slocan/Playmor Junction to Edgewood and Kaslo on Kootenay Lake.
Circulation is 7,800 papers, providing the most complete news and advertising coverage of any single newspaper serving this area.

SUBSCRIPTIONS: CANADA $54.60, USA $84.00, OVERSEAS $126.00. E-Mail Subscription $22.40 (Prices include GST)
Canada Post Publications Mail Agreement #40021191

LETTERS

Rejecting 
investment in 
weapons and war

I am writing to express my fervent 
rejection of the Government of Canada’s 
push to position Canada at the centre of 
the Defence, Security and Resilience 
Bank (DSRB), a new multinational 
institution dedicated to financing 
weapons and war. 

The stated rationale for Canada’s 
involvement is as follows: “The DSRB 
will provide long-term, low-cost 
financing for defence, security, and 
resilience initiatives across supply chains, 
helping to address critical financing gaps, 
with benefits for member governments 
and defence firms, particularly small- and 
medium-sized enterprises.” 

With an historic defence plan in 
the 2025 Budget, Canada is building 
a war economy. The DSRB was not 
the Liberal’s election platform nor is it 
the way forward to address the current 
critical economic crisis. 

The proposed DSRB mandate – to 
fund the ever-increasing manufacture 
and procurement of weapons – is 

Letter from the 
Editor

We have crossed the finish line! As 
of this issue I officially own the Valley 
Voice. 

It was about seven months ago that I 
first considered the possibility of buying 
the paper. In late October 2025 I reached 
out to Jan and Dan for information; in 
mid-November I sent them an offer; 
and by the end of November they had 
accepted it. 

At that point I (naively) thought the 
hard part was over – I had convinced Jan 
and Dan that I would be a good steward 
of the newspaper, and now all we needed 
to do was sign the dotted line. Right? 

Wrong! Since last December we 
have navigated every hurdle possible to 
close the deal. 

In January we learned that the federal 
government was cutting nearly half of 
the grant funding the Valley Voice uses 
to employ our full-time local journalist. 
Before I even owned the paper, I had 
managed to lose 10% of the business’ 
total annual revenue!

I’ve managed enough grant funding 
in my time to know that it’s never a sure 
thing, and the possibility of losing it was 
part of my business plan. Even so, I was 
completely unprepared for such a loss 
before I was even out of the gate.

It was, I’ll admit, nearly deal 
breaking. I couldn’t see how the business 
could survive such a major and sudden 
loss, especially in the middle of such a 
big transition. Jan and Dan weren’t in a 
position to budge on their price. It was 
dark times, and I nearly walked away.  

It was a rough moment that I didn’t 
think we would get through. But as I sat 

with it, literally on my meditation log 
down at the river where I take my daily 
walk, there was something that continued 
to call me. It’s something I still can’t 
really articulate. But I also couldn’t shake 
it. Ultimately, I decided to come back to 
the table and continue the process. A leap 
of faith is the only way to describe it.

Many people have asked me 
recently what made me want to buy this 
newspaper. Many days I’m not entirely 
sure. The very first time I saw that the 
Valley Voice was for sale, my reaction 
was, “Well, someone would have to be 
nuts to do that!”

And yet, something has called me 
back, over and over. It called me to put 
in an an offer. It called me to come back 
to the table when things got really hard. 
It called me to stick with it through 
complications that delayed our closing 
date from March 31 to April 30 to May 
15 to June 1.

I still don’t have the right words to 
articulate what it is. I try with things like 
“it’s an important community service” or 
“it’s a great way for me to give back to 
the community.” Community seems to 
be a common thread. 

But there’s something else; 
something I feel when I sit by the river 
and contemplate its flow, day in and day 
out, season by season. 

I’ve signed many contracts in the last 
few days – contracts to buy a business, 
contracts to borrow money. But I think, 
somehow, that I have also entered into 
a contract with this place; one where I 
have agreed to be a steward, on behalf 
of my children, my neighbours, and all 
the people who have stewarded this place 
before me.

For a writer, of course the words 
matter. But on this matter of buying the 
Valley Voice, something beyond language 
has called me here. I’ll keep working to 
try to articulate it, and maybe someday 
I’ll get there. 

In the meantime, here I am. Lots 
of mistakes already made, many more 
undoubtedly to come. I hope you will 
stick with me as I learn to steward this 
community institution.

Here are a few ways I hope you will 
walk with me on this journey: 
•	 Keep reading the paper!
•	 Let me know about all the stories, 

events, and people that the Valley 
Voice should cover.

•	 Speak up about things you care 
about and engage in respectful civil 
discourse by sending in your letters 
to the editor.

•	 Support the many wonderful small 
businesses that advertise in the Valley 
Voice

•	 Promote your events, businesses and 
organizations by advertising – our ads 
are both the paper’s bread and butter 
AND a crucial community resource!

•	 Come to New Denver for the Valley 
Voice Picnic in the Park on June 20 
to celebrate Dan and Jan’s legacy and 
this new beginning! 

•	 And if you have the funds to do so, 
consider a voluntary paid subscription 
or a donation of any amount. 

Thank you to Jan and Dan for 
trusting me with the Valley Voice. Thank 
you to the staff and freelancers who make 
it possible to bring you this paper every 
two weeks. Thank you to everyone who 
has shared kind words and actions of 
support throughout this process. And 
thank you to my family, who went 
above and beyond to keep me afloat 
(emotionally, financially and in all the 
other ways) over the past several months. 

Nikko Snyder
Valley Voice Editor & Publisher

Misinformation 
and democracy

Democracy cannot survive without 
shared facts and public trust. The recent 
statement from BC’s Human Rights 
Commissioner highlights a growing 
problem: misinformation is eroding 
both human rights and democratic 
accountability.

Wales is now debating laws 
that would penalize politicians who 
deliberately lie to the public. That 
conversation may soon spread globally 
as citizens lose faith in governments that 
say one thing and do another.

Canada and Australia also continue 
to struggle with how Indigenous and 
First Nations peoples are treated, despite 
reconciliation promises. Yet climate 
emergencies do not respect borders, 
jurisdictions, parks, provinces, or 
territories. Real solutions will require 
cooperation between governments, 
Indigenous nations, emergency response 
agencies, and the public.

If people truly want change, they 
must demand honesty, accountability 
and cooperation from political leaders 
– otherwise nothing changes except the 
slogans.

Hamish Shaw
Kootenay Lake

Nikko Snyder moved items out of the Valley Voice office on May 26 and took over ownership of 
the paper on June 1. 

Dan Nicholson, Jan McMurray and Nikko 
Snyder at the Valley Voice office on May 26. 
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Alberta Bulls#@%
The stink coming out of Alberta 

lately is unbearable. Between their 
independence push to be their own 
country to the extremely unlikely event 
of an oil pipeline to the BC north coast.

With five layers of government, 
the political will to do anything is quite 
limited. Canada is in fact 13 separated 
provinces and territories, complete with 
trade barriers that still exist. We are 
united on paper as the country of Canada 
with only Ottawa allowed to print money, 
our glorious Loonie, now valued at 73 
cents USD.

The pipeline is facing overwhelming 
opposition from both BC authorities 
and First Nations.  The North Coast 
tanker moratorium effectively blocks oil 
exports along the northern BC coast. First 
Nations along the proposed TMX route 
have constitutional rights to be consulted 
before projects that could affect their 
lands or waters.

 Many Indigenous communities 

2021 because they believed that the 
risks associated with any logging on the 
mountain outweighed the risks of leaving 
the forest undisturbed.

Any alteration to the mountain has 
the potential to affect the water systems 
that supply homes through surface 
creeks, underground streams, and both 
shallow and deep wells.

Many residents already contend with 
low-yield or seasonal wells. If water 
supplies were significantly diminished, 
it would have serious consequences for 
those who live on the mountain.

While recognizing that no assessment 
can provide absolute certainty, Dr. 
Suzanne Simard’s evaluation following 
her site visit in May 2021 concluded that 
the forest she examined was moisture-
rich, mature, and included old-growth 
characteristics, and that it was at low risk 
of fire. She noted:

“The understory is comprised 
predominantly of a deep moss layer 
with very little understory or mid-canopy 
shrubs or trees. The lack of understory, 
north aspect and presence of multiple 
ephemeral streams together indicate the 
site is at low risk of fire.”

She also reported that there was no 
evidence of bark beetle infestation in the 
Douglas fir stands she observed.

Many residents were relieved to 
learn in 2021–2022 that, due to the lack of 
public support, the proposed assessments 
and plans would not proceed.

While people appreciate NACFOR’s 
efforts to communicate openly and work 
collaboratively with the community, my 
understanding is that many residents 
continue to feel as they did in 2021: that 
it is simply too risky to undertake fire 
mitigation activities involving machinery 
or logging because of the potential 
impacts on the watershed and local water 
supplies.

Thank you again for hosting the 
open house and for taking the time to 
speak with us. During the walkabout, 
you mentioned that residents would be 
informed if further assessment work 
were planned, and that would be greatly 
appreciated. I would also appreciate 
being notified directly, as I would not 
want to miss any updates regarding the 
project.

Of course, it would be reassuring 
to learn that the proposal has been 
permanently set aside.

Thank you again for your time, your 
openness, and your willingness to engage 
with the community.

Nancy Gould
Box Mountain

Response to 
NACFOR Open 
House

Dear Mike, Tara, Sky, Erin, John, the 
team at NACFOR, Mayor Tom Zeleznik 
of Nakusp, and Village of Nakusp 
representatives,

Thank you very much for your open 
house on Thursday, May 21, 2026. It was 
really nice meeting you and seeing the 
people I already know, and I appreciate 
the time and effort you took to present 
the information in such a clear and 
informative manner.

After listening carefully to what 
you shared, walking through the area 
near Wensley Creek that has been hand-
treated, and viewing online the area 

above that required machine treatment, I 
have come to the conclusion that the best 
and safest option from my perspective 
is not to proceed with fire mitigation on 
Box Mountain.

If hand treatment alone could be 
undertaken, that would be one thing. 
However, bringing machinery onto 
the mountain to carry out logging or 
treatment in the upper areas could be 
disruptive to the forest, wildlife, and, 
most importantly, the water systems 
that feed and sustain both the mountain 
ecosystem and its residents.

I understand that NACFOR has 
carried out fire mitigation work in 
watersheds before and that you take this 
responsibility very seriously. However, 
because of the many uncertainties 
involved, I do not believe the potential 
benefits outweigh the risks. The 
possibility of logging in the upper 
portions of the mountain is particularly 
concerning.

From my observations, Box 
Mountain does not appear to be at high 
risk, and many residents would prefer 
to leave well enough alone rather than 
undertake activities that could create 
unintended consequences

The areas under consideration, 
Units 6 and 7, are located on the north 
side of Box Mountain. As a result, they 
are predominantly shaded, mossy, and 
moist, even during the summer months, 
compared to the drier, south-facing 
terrain near Wensley Creek.

Of course there are no guarantees, 
and none of us wants to see a fire on the 
mountain. However, there has not been 
a significant fire there for approximately 
100 years, despite numerous lightning 
strikes, and I hope that history is a 
meaningful indicator of the mountain’s 
resilience.

Residents have spent decades 
working to protect Box Mountain. In 
the 1980s, community members came 
together to oppose logging proposals, and 
again in 2000 and 2021 many residents 
became involved when fire mitigation 
plans were introduced.

In general, residents are deeply 
protective of the mountain’s trees, 
forests, and water resources, and many 
remain cautious about activities that 
could place those values at risk. There 
is also the ongoing concern that logging 
interests can become intertwined with 
fire mitigation projects.

While everyone recognizes the 
seriousness of wildfire risk, exactly 
360 people signed a petition against 
the prescribed fire mitigation plan in 

are firmly against the pipeline, citing 
environmental risks, threats to fisheries 
and climate impacts. Legally, the 
government cannot override Indigenous 
opposition, and any attempt to do so risks 
long court battles and project delays. This 
also keeps private investment on the 
sidelines or leaving for richer pastures. 
About $1 trillion in private money has 
already left Canada in the last 10 years. 
This is called capital flight.

The Trans Mountain Pipeline is 
1,150 km long from Edmonton to 
Burnaby. The twinned pipeline can move 
close to a million barrels a day.  This 
sounds like a lot but the oil sands can 
produce millions per day, so there is a 
challenge to move more oil though BC. 
The Federal government wants to move 
oil tankers through northern BC waters 
and eventually to Asian markets to make 
some serious money.

The other excremental stink is this 
independence drivel. There is nothing 
in the 1982 constitution, which Alberta 
signed, allowing a province to leave 
Canada. A court in Alberta has already 
thrown the independence petition into 
the garbage bin because First Nations 
were not consulted. Danielle Smith, the 
premier of Alberta, is playing games 
to her political base and she could get 
burned badly in the next election.

A third stench here is the Canadian 
media. Canadians feel like the country is 
on the brink of chaos when the system 
of checks and balances prevents extreme 
outcomes like an independent Alberta. 
The media wants to cash in on all the 
emotion and drama but there is really a 
Nothing Burger here.

Nick Chatten
Crescent Valley

On LNG
Let me get this straight. We are 

now going to build another huge LNG 
plant north of Prince Rupert, no doubt 
subsidized by Canadian taxpayers, to 
ship our precious natural gas to Germany.

First we will frack the earth to 

maximize production, turning millions, 
if not billions, of gallons of good surface 
water into a chemical soup to be pumped 
underground, likely contaminating our 
underground aquifers, and never to be 
available on the surface again. 

Then we will build an expensive 
and unpopular pipeline to the new plant, 
where we will use clean-water-powered 
electricity, generated at the cost of 83 
kilometres of the beautiful Peace River 
valley’s fertile bottomland to facilitate 
the liquification process.  

The liquified gas will then be loaded 
onto diesel-burning ships to travel all 
the way down to the Panama Canal on 
the Pacific Ocean, across to the Atlantic 
Ocean, and then traverse all the way 
across that ocean as well, to be delivered 
to Europe, and overland to Germany. 

Or possibly north on the Pacific to 
the Northwest Passage, across the Arctic 
Ocean, the full width of the continent, 
and then across the treacherous North 
Atlantic to Europe, and finally overland 
to Germany.

The people who live near the new 
facility will likely be subjected to 
enormous gas flares and choking black 
smoke, similar to the flares being enjoyed 
by the people of Kitimat. 

Oh yeah, and the carbon footprint for 
burning that fossil fuel will be borne by 
Germany, not us.  This entire operation 
of course will be touted as a GREEN 
initiative.  Shame on us.

Rod Retzlaff
Glade

fundamentally at odds with hopes for a 
peaceful world. It’s undeniable that the 
world is becoming a less stable place and 
that major powers – including the US 
under President Trump – are showing 
new levels of disregard for diplomacy 
and international law.

The solution to these failures of 
peace building, however, does not lie in 
massively increasing our investment in 
weapons of war.

The Canadian government also 
recently announced an $81.8 billion 
investment in the Canadian Armed 
Forces, which includes $6.6 billion 
toward Canada’s Defence Industrial 
Strategy to ensure that Canadian industry 
plays a central role in “a generational 
effort to rebuild the military.” The 
strategy pledges to increase defence 
exports by half and to more than double 
arms revenues.

Locally, the potential impact of this 
is that Colleges and Institutes Canada 
(CICan) is wanting to involve colleges 
in a College Defence Training and 
Innovation Network. Selkirk College is 
considering joining. This is not what our 
local educational institutions should be 
involved with.  

As Canadians, we focus on 
strengthening our social network, 
ensuring the most vulnerable in society 
have the resources to meet their basic 
needs. We do not support government 
sidestepping regulations and democratic 
oversight as the Canadian government is 
doing with the Arms Loophole. We reject 
redirecting public money away from 
urgent social and environmental needs 
to bolstering the revenues of weapons 
companies and their shareholders. I 
join civil society saying “No to further 
Canadian public funding of the weapons 
industry.”

If you agree that Canada should 
focus on being a peacebuilding nation 
rather than a nation that serves the 
insatiable appetite of weapons and war, 
please write your Member of Parliament, 
Scott Anderson, for the Slocan Valley. 
He is also a member of the Standing 
Committee on National Defence.  Scott.
anderson@parl.gc.ca

Kathy Loxam 
South Slocan
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by  Rachae l  Lesosky,  Loca l 
Journalism Initiative reporter

U n a u t h o r i z e d  w o r k  i n 
Environmental Development Permit 
Areas (DPAs) is becoming more 
frequent, and the RDCK is looking 
to establish enforcement options. 
During its regular meeting on May 
21, the RDCK board directed staff to 
begin public consultation on proposed 
amendments to land use bylaws and 
Official Community Plans (OCPs).

Envi ronmenta l  DPAs  a re 
designated in many OCPs, including 
Areas H, A, and G. While names and 
specifications may vary in each, they 
all serve the same purpose: to protect 
riparian zones. 

RDCK staff run into problems 
when dealing with unauthorized 
works in environmentally sensitive 
areas, said Planner Corey Scott in his 
staff report.

RDCK to pursue enforcement 
measures for unauthorized work in 
environmentally sensitive areas

Trying to  gain  voluntary 
compliance with property owners 
is resource intensive, requiring 
significant staff time. Effectiveness 
also depends on the owners’ 
willingness to remediate the damage, 
which is often lacking. 

Where voluntary compliance 
fails, the RDCK can commence civil 
proceedings with the Supreme Court 
to seek injunctive relief to remediate 
the environmental damage. This is 
also resource intensive, and incurs 
legal costs. 

Both options can take years to 
process. In all but the most egregious 
scenarios, there is no disincentive 
for not complying with DPA 
requirements, said Scott. The current 
approach is also heavily subsidized 
by taxpayers due to limited forms of 
cost recovery.

Amendments to land use bylaws 
and OCPs would allow the RDCK 

to use ticketing as an enforcement 
measure, similar to zoning or building 
bylaw infractions. This would 
alleviate constraints on staff capacity, 
and reduce the burden on the taxpayer.

Tickets would not be issued for 
every contravention; the RDCK 
has discretion on whether to issue a 
ticket, depending on the circumstance. 
Voluntary compliance and court 
injunctions would still be options. 

With more practical enforcement 
measures, the RDCK would be better 
equipped to uphold the environmental 
values stated in areas’ OCPs.

Staff will undertake early and 
ongoing consultation with residents 
on the proposed updates. Consultation 
in Area H will be in conjunction with 
the Area H North Official Community 
Plan (OCP) review and update. 

Watch for the project on engage.
rdck.ca.

RDCK board, May 21: Regional park enhancement project moving ahead
by  Rachae l  Lesosky,  Loca l 
Journalism Initiative reporter

Over the next two years, the 
RDCK will be making improvements 
to its regional parks. The opportunity 
is thanks to a more than $1 million 
grant from Columbia Basin Trust.

Staff prepared the workplan for 
Year 1, with projects at 13 of the 24 
eligible regional parks. The projects 
are considered ready-to-proceed, 
low-cost, and high-impact and will 
enhance safety, functionality, and 
user experience.  

In the Valley Voice readership 
area, parks include Crescent Valley 
Beach Regional Park (accessibility 

pathway to shelter and stairs for 
$10,000); Lardeau Regional Park 
(riparian restoration, pathways, 
and emergency communications 
for $15,000); Winlaw Regional and 
Nature Park (erosion prevention 
study for $15,000); and Bonnington 
R e g i o n a l  P a r k  ( p l a y g r o u n d 
replacement for $110,000). 

Other regional parks seeing 
improvements are Balfour Beach, 
Cottonwood Lake, Crawford Creek, 
James Johnstone, Pass Creek, 
Riondel,  Robson Boat Ramp, 
Sunshine Bay, and Waterloo Eddy. 

General Manager of Community 
Services Trish Davison said in her 

staff report that the Year 1 workplan 
exceeds the first funding installment 
of $550,000, in order to have 
flexibility in case some projects are 
deemed ineligible. RDCK staff will 
work with CBT grant administrators 
to fine tune the project list, seek 
assistance with challenges, and 
review ideas for Year 2. 

$400,000 will be disbursed in 
August 2027 for Year 2 projects, and 
$100,000 in August 2028.

Burton and 
Fauquier water 
main replacements

M i l e s t o n e  E q u i p m e n t 
Contracting was retained to replace 
sections of the Burton and Fauquier 
Water Mains. 

The Burton project will replace 
233 metres of 6-inch asbestos cement 
(AC) pipes along Burton Main Road, 
and will cost $174,103. The AC pipe 
will be removed and disposed of.

The $204,038 Fauquier project 
will replace 105 metres of AC pipes 
along Oak and Willow Streets. 140 
metres of AC pipes along Willow 
Loop and 340 metres along Oak 
Street will be decommissioned.

Both projects will begin in the 
spring and summer, with work 
wrapping up prior to October 31. 

The Burton and Fauquier water 
systems were installed in the late 
1960s and are mainly AC pipes that 
have surpassed their life expectancy. 
The RDCK is replacing AC mains, 
service l ines,  and associated 
connections in a phased approach. 

Edgewood, Burton, 
Rosebery landfills

The RDCK is continuing its 
work closing legacy landfills. Arrow 
Lakes Aggregates was retained to 
undertake the necessary work to 
complete closure of the historical 
portions of the Edgewood, Burton, 
and Rosebery landfills. The contract 
is for a maximum of $110,629.50. 

Work includes mobil izing 
equipment, handpicking litter from 
the surrounding area, removing 
waste on steep exposed slopes, 
consolidating metal and tire piles, 
removing metal and vehicle hulks, 
importing fill material, placing caps 
over existing exposed waste, and 
seeding the sites. 

ReDi grants 
approved

The 2026 Resident-Directed 
(ReDi) Grants were approved by the 
board. $1,450,466 will be disbursed 
across the RDCK to support projects 

that benefit the broader community.
396 proposals were received, 

requesting a total of $3,565,991. Of 
those, 377 were deemed eligible for 
funding consideration. 

$58,012 will be disbursed to Area 
D/Kaslo; $84,796 to Area D/Lardeau; 
$69,100 to Area H; $185,335 to Area 
K - Bayview/Nakusp; $19,650 to 
Area K - Burton; $40,068 to Area 
K - Edgewood; $28,310 to Area K - 
Fauquier; $34,588 to the Village of 
New Denver; $34,364 to the Village 
of Silverton; and $34,481 to the 
Village of Slocan. 

Nakusp FireSmart
The RDCK will deliver FireSmart 

programming within the Village of 
Nakusp until March 31, 2027. 

Programming includes wildfire 
mitigation program assessments, 
residential rebates, Local FireSmart 
Collective Program assessments 
and plans (formerly FireSmart 
Neighbourhood Recognition), 
and community engagement and 
education. 

Costs will be funded through the 
2024 Union of BC Municipalities 
(UBCM) Community Resiliency 
Inves tment  (CRI)  Fi reSmar t 
Community Funding and Supports 
allocation-based grant. Nakusp is 
approved for $74,855.

rdck.ca/TaxExempt 

Permissive Tax Exemptions 
Notice of Application 
Under the provisions of the 
Local Government Act and in 
accordance with Regional 
District bylaws, properties or 
improvements may be granted 
a tax exemption for the 
following purposes: 
 
• Athletic or Recreation 
• Public Worship 
• Agricultural Societies 
 
 

RDCK exemptions only apply to 
land and improvement properties 
in Rural Electoral Areas. 
 
Exemptions must be applied for 
annually.  
 
Applications available June 1st 
and close August 1st, 2026. 
 
Contact  
Tom Dool, Research Analyst 
RDCK Corporate Administration 
tdool@rdck.bc.ca / 250.352.8173 

rdck.ca/APHC 

Area D Advisory Planning and 
Heritage Commission 
Request for Volunteers 
Electoral Area D is looking for individuals that are 
enthusiastic to volunteer and represent their community on 
the Area D Advisory Planning and Heritage Commission. As 
Area D is embarking on a community planning process, we 
are seeking new members to invigorate, participate and bring 
local context to the table. We are seeking representatives in 
the communities of Woodbury, Allen Subdivision, Shutty 
Bench, Schroeder, and the Lardeau Valley.  

You must be a resident of Area D and a letter of interest has 
to be submitted to Director Watson. Please indicate your 
name, contact information and a brief description of why you 
want to serve on the commission. 
 
Director Watson, Electoral Area D 
awatson@rdck.bc.ca 

COMMUNITY
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• Kitchen staff & 
servers
• Room cleaners, front 
desk / reservations

HELP WANTED

www.woodburyresort.com

4112 Hwy 31, PO Box 1262
Ainsworth Hot Springs, BC V0G 1A0

Toll Free: 1-877-353-7717 
Local: 250-353-7717

Call or email  
woodburyresort@netidea.com

by  Rachae l  Lesosky,  Loca l 
Journalism Initiative reporter

To begin on a welcoming and 
inspiring note, the Village of Kaslo 
has been sharing ‘Art at Council.’ 
The initiative invites the artistically-
inclined of the North Kootenay 
Lake region to share their creative 
expressions with the community. 

Councillor Erika Bird sourced 
this meeting’s feature: a ditty called 
“Kaslo Bay” by Serge Plotnikoff. 

Serge’s son, Village of Montrose 
CAO Larry Plotnikoff, shared the 
45 record with Councillor Bird at 
the Association of Kootenay and 
Boundary Local Governments 
(AKBLG) Convention in April.

“It was this kind of cute, rollicking 
little song that was commissioned by 
Jones Boys Boats,” she shared. 

Jones Boys commissioned 
Plotnikoff to write the song in 1975, 
as a sort of promotional tune they 
could sell at the store. 

“There are boats upon the waters 

of the famous Kootenay Lake,” 
Plotnikoff sings in the opening lines. 
“Yes, thousands come here every year 
– that’s where the fishing’s great!”

Luckily, Bird found the song 
online and didn’t need to cart in a 
record player to play it for council. 
The link to listen is included in the 
meeting’s agenda: kaslo.civicweb.
net/portal.

Interested artists can reach out 
to admin@kaslo.ca or call 250-353-
2311.

Ball park daily rate
Groups wishing to use Murray 

Pearson Memorial Ball Park will 
now pay a daily rental fee of $20.34, 
instead of the old rate of $30 per day. 
Council adopted amendments to the 
Fees and Charges Bylaw. 

As per council’s direction, Kaslo 
Baseball and Softball Association 
(KBSA) will be charged $1,200 for 
59 days of park use in 2026. Since 
the facility use agreement refers to 

the bylaw for setting the rental rate, 
the bylaw needed to be amended to 
align with council’s decision. Thus, 
the $20.34 daily rental rate (1,200 
divided by 59 is 20.34). 

During first, second, and third 
readings, the bylaw set the rate 
at $23.34. CAO Robert Baker 
acknowledged this was an error, and 
said third reading wouldn’t need to be 
rescinded since it was a typo.

Further work on the bylaw to iron 
out details – such as the definition 
of ‘daily,’ and potentially reduced 
rates for non-profits and community 
organizations – will be up for 
discussion during the June 8 regular 
council meeting. For the time being, 
this amendment allows the Village to 
invoice KBSA for its ball park use 
this season.

Lease policy
Staff will develop a policy to guide 

how the Village leases municipal land 
and buildings.

The pol icy wil l  es tabl ish 
consistent principles, evaluation 
criteria, lease structure guidance, and 
financial risk considerations. 

The Village considers and holds 
various occupancy and land use 
arrangements with community 
organizations, non-profit societies, 
and commercial users.

Several leases are up for renewal 
in the coming months, said CAO 
Robert Baker. Ahead of this, staff 
would like to draft a policy to support 
consistent decision-making and 
improve transparency. The policy 
would also provide a framework for 
determining when nominal or reduced 
rent may be appropriate. 

CAO Baker also said staff 
completed much of the work necessary 
for drafting the policy during last 
year’s lease renewal process with the 
Victorian Hospital of Kaslo Auxiliary 
Society for the thrift store property. 
The policy draft will come together 
with ease, he said. 

Kaslo pride 
celebration

The Kaslo Pride Celebration will 
take place on Saturday, June 6 at 
Legacy Park from 9 am to 1:30 pm.

A few requests from event 
organizer Kaslo Community Services 
Society (KCS) were approved by 
council. 

The Village will provide special 
event financial assistance to KCS in 
the amount of $146.41 to cover the 
park rental fee. 

KCS will paint a rainbow crosswalk 
at the intersection of Front and Fourth 
Streets. Council approved a temporary 
street closure permit from 2:30 on June 
5 to 9:30 am on June 6. The Village will 
power wash and sweep the crosswalk 
area prior to painting. 

Council also approved, during June 
2026, the flying of the Progress Pride 
flag at the Kemball Memorial Centre, 
and display of the flag on the railing 
of City Hall. 

Kaslo council, May 26: ‘Art at Council’ celebrates local arts and culture

Resident feedback on Kaslo OCP and zoning bylaw prioritizes 
affordable housing, short-term rental regulations
by Rachael  Lesosky,  Local 
Journalism Initiative reporter

The Village of Kaslo is in 
the thick of updating its Official 
Community Plan (OCP) and Zoning 
Bylaw.

Daniel Sturgeon, a Community 
Planner from Urban Systems, 
presented to council during a 
Committee of the Whole meeting 
on May 19. Sturgeon provided an 
overview of the project and shared 
results from the first round of public 
and stakeholder engagement. 

With feedback in hand, Urban 
Systems will begin drafting the OCP 
and Zoning Bylaw updates, with the 
second round of engagement to come 
in June and July. Final adoption is 
slated for August. 

What we heard
To learn about residents’ 

priorities, the Village and Urban 
Systems hosted an open house 
in March, which welcomed 18 
attendees. A survey was also 
released, bringing in 104 responses. 
Sturgeon noted that this is a high 
response rate for a community of 
Kaslo’s size – about 10% of the total 
population.

Results revealed that affordable 
housing is top of mind for residents 

(78% of respondents), followed by 
seniors’ housing (55%) and family 
housing (44%). 

Residents also showed support 
for secondary suites and detached 
accessory dwellings (75%) on 
properties with a single detached 
house, with long-term rentals 
prioritized.

There was positive uptake for 
short-term rentals (STR) as mortgage 
helpers (71%) and commercial 
tourist accommodation (63%).

“This is a notoriously polarizing 
topic – one that is top of mind for a 
lot of communities right now,” said 
Sturgeon. 

Feedback emphasized a need for 
balancing the demand for STR with 
the impact it has on the community, 
particularly on rental housing 
and overall community character. 
Residents expressed concerns with 
‘whole home’ rentals i.e. an entire 
house rented out as a vacation unit, 
usually with an absentee owner. 
Sturgeon said this can be regulated 
through policy.

Residents said bed and breakfasts 
(77%), STRs within secondary 
suites (59%), and within detached 
accessory dwellings (54%) are 
appropriate for Kaslo. 

Other items that received support 
were mobile vending, especially 

during special events (65%), using 
shipping containers as accessory 
structures for storage in commercial 
or industrial areas (70%), and limited 
front-yard parking (60%).

Official 
Community Plan

An OCP sets the long-term 
vision, goals, and policies for a 
community’s future growth.

Since the OCP received a 
comprehensive update in 2022, 
it will only see minor changes 
to meet legislative requirements 
of provincial Bill 44. The update 
will also integrate the South Kaslo 
Development Plan and the Active 
Transportation Plan.

Bill 44 pertains to housing. It asks 
local governments to demonstrate 
that they have the capacity to meet 
the 20-year housing demand outlined 
in the Housing Needs Report (HNR). 

Kaslo’s HNR was completed in 
2024. Staff reviewed the report and 
confirmed that the Village has the 
capacity to add 295 housing units, 
meeting the 20-year demand. 

Ian Dunlop,  Manager  of 
Strategic Initiatives, said that if 
Kaslo was developed to its full 
potential, it would exceed the 
HNR’s requirements. Under existing 

zoning, 572 additional units could 
be built, with South Kaslo able to 
accommodate hundreds of those, 
said Dunlop. 

Sturgeon noted that the HNR 
doesn’t mandate that housing be built, 
but rather asks local governments to 
expect future growth and to draft 
their policies to accommodate it. 
The intent is to take scarcity out of 
the housing market by establishing 
a high head room, he said. 

The Village has sufficient 
capacity, but now the OCP’s policies 
need to reflect that. 

Zoning Bylaw
Through regulations and policy, 

the Zoning Bylaw implements the 
land use vision set out in the OCP. 
It divides the Village into zones 
that specify permitted land uses, 
development regulations, and special 
provisions.

The Zoning Bylaw is older than 
the OCP so Sturgeon said the update 
will be more extensive, focusing on 
making the document clearer, easier 
to use, and consistent with the OCP. 

Proposed changes include 
decreasing residential yard setbacks; 
permitting both a secondary suite 
and a carriage house on residential 
lots serviced with water and sewer; 
provisions regulating short-term 

rentals and bed and breakfasts; 
changes to residential and commercial 
parking requirements; and allowing 
shipping containers in industrial 
and commercial zones, with limited 
permissions in residential.

There will be no changes to zone 
boundaries or permitted uses.



8    The Valley Voice  June 4, 2026COMMUNITY

by  Rachae l  Lesosky,  Loca l 
Journalism Initiative reporter

The Village will soon offer an 
email subscription service for the 
public to receive notifications about 
new content posted to the Village’s 
website, including news updates, 
event information, and alerts. 

The Village will be charged a 
one-time setup fee of $1,500 by the 
website provider, Upanup, with a 
continuing monthly fee of $41. 

In April, the Village’s official 
Facebook page went down. Deputy 
Corporate Officer Codie Jones said 
in her staff report that the event raised 
concerns about relying on a private 
international company to convey 
information to the community. The 
incident highlighted the importance 
of using the Village’s website as the 
primary and authoritative source of 
information, she said. 

Facebook and other platforms 
will still be used as supplementary 

Nakusp council, May 25: Email subscription service for Village 
news

communication tools.
During the public consultation 

process for the Village’s Accessibility 
Plan, feedback revealed that the 
website can be difficult to navigate, 
so staff are currently developing 
instructional videos. Though the 
videos will be hosted on YouTube, 
it’s also possible to host them on the 
Village’s website.

Visit nakusp.com.

Operations report
Council received a quarterly 

upda te  f rom the  opera t ions 
department, summarizing its activities 
in administration, arena/parks, public 
works, hot springs, and water and 
sewer utilities during March, April 
and May.

Among routine activities, admin 
staff attended the Water Supply 
Association of BC spring workshop, 
and faci l i tated a s tormwater 
management session at the joint 

Rocky Mountain/West Kootenay 
Boundary Local  Government 
Management Association conference. 
Staff coordinated an end-of-season 
ice users meeting, and supported the 
development of this year’s budgets. 
The Village also received a grant for 
designing a new sidewalk segment.

The Village is getting spruced up 
for summer. Check out the bridge at 
the Japanese Garden, which arena/
parks staff recently refurbished. 
They also prepared the municipal 
campground for the season, cleaned 
beach sand, inspected the playground, 
opened seasonal washrooms, and 
supported work on the Jackie James 
baseball field, along with other regular 
maintenance activities. 

Public works repaired potholes 
in alleys and on shoulders, inspected 
the airport, performed the community 
clean-up week, maintained the fleet, 
and assisted with three interments in 
the cemetery. 

The hot springs had its annual 
spring shutdown at the end of 
April. Staff cleaned and opened 
the campground; grouted the pool, 
resealed the deck, and worked on the 
pool plumbing; checked the source 
line for leaks; replaced the flooring 
in three chalets; repaired a culvert on 
the path; inspected the potable water 
cistern; and flushed the floor heating 
circuits, among other tasks.  

Water utility staff continued 
regular  maintenance,  s tar ted 
unidirectional flushing, and installed 
water service and seven yard hydrants 
in the municipal campground. Sewer 
utility staff continued enzyme 
treatment in the wastewater lagoons, 
supported the contractor with lift 
station modifications, and installed a 
DAF (dissolved air flotation) scraper 
and liner in the solids pond.

UBCM meeting 
requests

by Jan McMurray
Concerns about the sale of Village 

land in New Denver brought a small 
crowd of eight people out to the May 
26 New Denver council meeting. The 
only item on the agenda was the sale 
of Village-owned land to the adjacent 
property owners at 717 6th Avenue, at 
the east end of the Village.

Mayor Leonard Casley recused 

himself due to conflict of interest, as 
the owner of 717 6th Avenue is his 
sister-in-law.

Resident Kathy Hartman spoke 
during public time, and three pieces 
of written correspondence from other 
community members were included 
in the agenda package. Concerns 
were expressed about the lack of 
transparency in the sale process, the 

Village land sale raises concerns for New Denver residents
apparently low sale price, and the lack 
of an Asset Disposal Policy. Hartman 
also pointed out that this is the third 
recent Village land sale to a close 
relative of the mayor.

As per  past  pract ice,  the 
prospective buyers had the land 
appraised to determine the sale price. 
In this case, the appraised value and 
agreed-upon sale price is $62,500.

Hartman said she was concerned 
with the process. “The buyer pays for 
an appraisal and the public can’t see 
the details of the appraisal until after,” 
she said. “It seems that the Village is 
considering selling yet another piece 
of Village land for a price two or three 
times less than adjoining properties. 
Shouldn’t the Village do everything 
it can to get the best deal for this 
community?”

She said she went onto the BC 
Assessment website to look up the 
assessed values of the neighbouring 
lots, and calculated the price per 
square foot of each property. The 
property in question is being offered 
at $5.50 per square foot, where 
neighbouring properties are $10.50 
and $16.80 per square foot, she said.

“Would the Village be willing to 
pay for its own appraisal and compare 
the two totals? And would the Village 
consider creating a transparent Asset 
Disposal Policy so residents can be 
made more aware of the process?”

These same concerns were raised 
in a letter signed by 21 residents, 
asking the Village to pause any further 
decisions on public land sales until an 
Asset Disposal Policy is adopted. “We 
believe it’s the local government’s 
responsibility to ensure that any sale 
of publicly owned property generates 
fair market value for residents and 
is carried out through an open and 
accountable process,” the letter states.

Another resident, in his written 
comments, asks council to provide 
evidence that the purchaser ’s 
appraisal of the land is “appropriate 
and acceptable” before approving 
the sale. Yet another asks in his 
written submission if council would 
consider donating or leasing the land 
to the New Denver and Area Housing 
Society.

Following Hartman’s presentation, 
Councillor John Fyke made a motion 
to refer the discussion on the land deal 
to in-camera. Councillor Colin Moss 
seconded the motion. The motion 
passed, with Councillor Danika 
Hammond voting against it.

Councillor Hammond then put 
forward two motions to address the 
public’s main concerns. Her motion 
to release the minutes and related 
documents of all in-camera meetings 
pertaining to the land sale passed. 
Her motion to direct staff to draft a 
Public Land Disposition Policy and an 

inventory of possible Village lands for 
sale did not pass, but council agreed 
to discuss the public’s concerns at a 
Committee of the Whole meeting.

While presenting her argument 
for a Public Land Disposition Policy, 
Hammond said, “We are following 
the Community Charter and other 
provincial legislation requirements; 
however, without a policy, it’s very 
difficult for the public to navigate that. 
A Village policy is more accessible to 
the public and gives us a process to 
go forward and alleviate some of the 
confusion.”

When presenting her argument for 
the release of the in-camera meeting 
minutes, she thanked everyone who 
spoke, submitted written comments 
and attended the meeting. “Democracy 
is a participation sport,” she said. 
“People are obviously concerned 
about this land sale and other land 
sales and I have been looking into 
what needs to go into in-camera, and 
it’s only if there is potential harm to 
the Village. At this point, there’s no 
harm – the negotiations are over.”

The agendas and minutes of the 
three in-camera meetings where 
this land sale were discussed are 
now on the Village website, with a 
few redactions in accordance with 
privacy law.

The Union of BC Municipalities 
(UBCM) annual convention is 
coming up in September. As part of 
the convention, local governments 
can submit requests to meet with 
the Premier, cabinet ministers, and 
MACC staff (ministries, agencies, 
commission, and corporations).

Council discussed possible 
meetings. Topics include Nakusp’s 
GILT (grants-in-lieu of taxes) 
funding from BC Hydro, inland ferry 
disruptions, Indigenous engagement 
requirements under the Emergency 
and Disaster Management Act, 
management of the breakwater by 
BC Hydro, home and community 
care offices, security at the hospital, 
paramedics for critical care transfers, 
and road rescue.

Village staff will draft the meeting 
requests. Premier and cabinet requests 
are due by June 24, and MACC 
requests by August 5. 

Village of Nakusp
2027 Permissive Tax Exemption Applications

The Community Charter allows Village Council to exempt certain 
properties from taxation. All non-profit or charitable organizations 
may be eligible for an exemption. Applications will be considered 
by the Mayor and Council at a regular Council meeting. Eligibility 

criteria may be obtained from the Village Office. 
The deadline for receiving new applications for the 2027 

Permissive Taxation year is July 2nd, 2026. 
For more information, please contact Mark Tennant, Director of 
Finance/Deputy CAO at the Village Office: 91 – 1st St NW or 

mtennant@nakusp.com or 250-265-3689. 
Applications can be picked up from the Village office or downloaded 

from the following link:  
https://www.nakusp.com/permissivetaxexemptions
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by Rachael Lesosky, Local Journalism 
Initiative reporter

The Nakusp and Area Community 
Forest (NACFOR) hosted an open 
house on May 21, welcoming the public 
to learn about its operations and forest 
stewardship practices.

The highlight was a walk through 
Wensley Creek with General Manager 
Mike Crone, to observe NACFOR’s 
wildfire risk reduction work (WRR).

The site has a long history of 
intervention, said Crone. The stand is 
about 112 years old and likely originated 
after mineral hunters burned the valley in 
the late 1800s.

Typically, an ecosystem like this can 
expect a “stand-replacing event” once 
every 200 years, said Crone. The site is 
staring down the barrel of that timeline, 
which is where wildfire risk reduction 
activities become important.

“We’re never going to stop fires from 
happening,” said Crone, “but we can 
reduce the impact when they do.”

In the past decade, the Provincial 
government’s mandate to support 
wildfire risk reduction has accelerated 
due to increased interface fires around 
communities.

Since 2017, NACFOR has partnered 
with local, regional, and provincial 
governments on WRR work. The 

Community Wildfire Protection Plan 
(CWPP) was drafted in the same year 
and identifies areas where WRR would 
be beneficial. NACFOR uses the CWPP 
to inform its plans. 

Wildfire risk reduction begins with 
a fuel management prescription, said 
Crone. This is a document that describes 
activities that can reduce fire behaviour 
– and therefore its intensity and severity 
– and create defendable areas around 
communities.

In 2021, NACFOR received 
funding from the BC Community Forest 
Association to create a WRR prescription 
for phase one of its Wensley Creek tenure. 
Treatments were completed in 2022 and 
2023. Funding for phase two came from 
the Forest Enhancement Society of 
BC (FESBC) and the prescription was 
drafted in 2024. These treatments are 
still ongoing.

Prescriptions are site-specific and 
take time to develop, said Crone. Prior 
to touching any trees, extensive work 
goes into studying the site and ensuring 
the plan protects sensitive areas and the 
health of the forest. 

Crone’s list for Wensley Creek was 
extensive: three hydrology assessments, a 
forest health assessment, terrain stability 
assessment, an archaeological overview, 
a migratory bird and wildlife assessment, 

and consultation with 12 First Nations 
bands, recreation users, and adjacent 
landowners.

Crone pointed to a section of the site 
where biologists found a migratory bird 
nesting area; NACFOR left a wide buffer 
to protect the habitat. 

“A wildfire doesn’t do any of those 
[assessments], so I want to draw some 
comparisons between the amount of 
diligence we’re putting into making these 
decisions, versus the alternative,” said 
Crone. “On a long enough timeline, it’s 
one or the other.”

At over a century old, the Wensley 
Creek site is drawing nearer to a potential 
stand-replacing event. The trees, the 
habitat, would be lost. 

“There are three things that make a 
fire: fuel, heat, and oxygen,” said Crone. 
“We don’t really have any control over 
oxygen and heat, but we do have control 
over fuel.”

In the event of a wildfire, live 
and dead understory vegetation – also 
known as ladder fuels – can cause the 
fire to move up into the canopy, where 
it increases in intensity. Along with 
protecting the forest, NACFOR also 
wants to keep firefighters safe. By taking 
out the ladder fuels, a fire stays close to 
the ground where BC Wildfire Service 
can action it safely, said Crone. 

WRR treatments include brushing 
and understory chainsaw work, with 
some small machinery work. Debris is 
either piled and burned, or chipped. 

In the prescription, NACFOR 
considers the provincial Climate Change 
Informed Species Selection Tool. The 
resource uses climate mapping to project 
what sites will look like in the future.

“This is all going to change,” said 

Nakusp community forest lays bare wildfire risk reduction work at 
open house

COMMUNITY

NACFOR General Manager Mike Crone points to an area cleared during recent wildfire risk 
reduction work at Wensley Creek. Before treatment, Crone said there were almost 3,000 stems 
per hectare, all smaller than 7.5 cm. The goal of WRR work is to remove fuel to decrease the 

severity of any wildfire that may pass through the area.
Crone.

By 2070, the Province predicts that 
57% of the Wensley Creek site could 
resemble the coastal western hemlock 
dry sub-maritime zone – akin to the dry 
area around Pemberton. NACFOR’s 
prescription plans for which trees are 
suitable in the current ecosystem – white 
pine, Douglas fir, and larch are most 

 

in NAKUSP 
Date: Wednesday, June 10 from 11 a.m. to 4 p.m.

Location: 83 Nelson Ave N, Nakusp

Free BBQ Lunch: 11:30 a.m. - 2 p.m. 

Ribbon Cutting Ceremony: 12:30 p.m.

Nakusp Office Grand Opening
Join us as we celebrate the opening of our new Nakusp office—
an important step in strengthening our long-term presence and
connection in the community. 

Everyone is welcome. We hope to see you there! 

1.800.505.8998
info@ourtrust.org

YOU’RE INVITED!

Drop in anytime, come tour the space, learn about our work
and help us mark this exciting milestone. 

Note parking is limited. Accessible parking and office access available.

continued page 13
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Kohan Reflection Garden Accessibility Project celebrated with 
ribbon cutting
by Jan McMurray

Improved accessibility at Kohan 
Garden in New Denver was celebrated 
with a ribbon cutting on May 25. The 
garden now has a lovely concrete 
ramp with wooden railings at the 
entrance, and a slate pathway leading 
all the way to the exit at the workers’ 
gate.

“We’re very proud of the Kohan 
Reflection Garden Accessibility 

Project, a joint venture between the 
Kohan Reflection Garden Society, the 
Village of New Denver and SPARC 
BC, which ensures that everyone, 
no matter their ability, can enjoy the 
Teahouse, the heritage heart of the 
garden,” said Margaret Hartley, co-
manager of the project, at the event.

Hartley explained that the idea for 
the project came from a member of 
the Village’s Accessibility Advisory 

Committee, who suggested there 
may be funding available to improve 
accessibility at the garden. The 
society approached Jessica Rayner 
at the Village office, and learned the 
municipality could apply for funding 
from the Social Planning and Research 
Council (SPARC BC).

Hartley and Phil Whitfield worked 
together as project managers to plan 
the project in detail – with input from 
accessibility consultant Kimberly 
Joines, “who kindly donated her time 
twice to the project,” Hartley said.

The plan was approved by 
council, and the application, with 
Rayner’s “professional rewriting,” 
was submitted and was successful. 
In August last year, $25,000 was 
received, with $20,000 for the 
Kohan project, and $5,000 for two 
benches for the new Kizuna Trail that 
leads from the Nikkei Centre to the 
Kohan Garden along the east side of 
Centennial Park.

Whitfield’s crew included Van 
Kirchbaum, Isaac Carter and Yasu 
Hashimoto, with excavation by Mitch 
Peterson and concrete work by River 
Bardati. Erica Mallam and Hartley 
spent hours stuffing the turfstone 
pavers with dirt and turf. 

“To everyone who worked on the 

At the celebration of the Kohan Reflection Garden Accessibility Project, the ribbon was cut by 
Joan McRae (with assistance from Greg McRae), Jessica Rayner and Kimberly Joines.

project – thank you!” Hartley said.
Whitfield then spoke about all the 

unforeseen tasks that had to be done 
by volunteers after the project was 
completed. The slate pathway to the 
workers’ gate had to be widened, new 
railings had to be crafted and installed, 
and the turfstone at the entrance had 
to be filled in with concrete to be 
wheelchair-friendly. And there’s still 
irrigation and planting the entrance 
beds to do.

Whitfield said of the 617 hours 
put into the project, 317 were paid and 

300 were volunteer. He estimated the 
value of the volunteer work at $8,100.

Kathy Hartman of the Accessibility 
Committee said this was an example 
of people working together flawlessly, 
and Councillors Danika Hammond 
and John Fyke each said a few words, 
thanking the society and Rayner for 
their work on the project.

The ribbon was cut by Kimberly 
Joines, local resident Joan McRae, 
and Jessica Rayner, and tea, coffee 
and cookies were served in the garden. 
About 30 people attended.

SUMMER JOB POSITION 
Museum Docent—Silvery Slocan Museum (New Denver) 

Canada Summer Jobs (CSJ) - Summer 2026 
The Silvery Slocan Museum (New Denver) is hiring a Museum Docent 
for an 8 week summer position (late June-August, 35 hrs/week). 
Duties include: 
Visitor services, museum operations, handling sales, assisting with 
exhibits, archival work and supporting summer events. 
Eligibility: 
Applicants must be 15—30 years old and eligible to work in Canada 
Ideal candidate: 
Friendly, reliable, interested in history/community work, with strong 
communication skills. 
Apply with resume + cover letter: 
silveryslocanhs@gmail.com 
Deadline: June 10, 2026 
Gain hands-on experience in museum work and community engagement this summer! 

rdck.ca 

New Denver Volunteers Needed 
Recreation Commission No. 6 

New Denver is looking for individuals that are enthusiastic to 
volunteer and represent their community on Recreation 
Commission No. 6. 
 
The following volunteer appointments are available: 
• Community Appointee—New Denver 
• Alternate Community Appointee—New Denver 
 
To fill these positions, you must be a resident of New Denver. 
To apply, submit a letter of interest to the Village of New 
Denver. Please indicate your name, contact information, and a 
brief description of why you want to serve on the commission.  
 
For more information, visit: 
 www.newdenver.ca/rec-commission-6-vacancy 
 
Village of New Denver 
office@newdenver.ca 
In-Person: 115 Slocan Ave, New Denver 

good food 
loves company

www.kootenay.coop
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by Rachael  Lesosky,  Local 
Journalism Initiative reporter

A proposed taxation to support 
literacy was up for discussion 
during a recent meeting of the 
RDCK’s Slocan Valley Services 
Committee on May 27.

Specifically,  the l i teracy 
contribution service would support 
the New Denver reading centre, 
officially known as the North 
Slocan Community Library – 
though it’s not technically a library 
as defined by the BC Library Act. 

The decision to draft a bylaw 
that would establish the service 
came before the RDCK board 
during its April meeting but was 
referred to the committee for further 
discussion. 

The contr ibution service 
would support improvements and 
expansion of the reading centre, but 
project eligibility would be defined 
within the bylaw and could include 
other literacy initiatives in the area. 

The Village of New Denver 
currently operates the reading 
centre on behalf of the greater 
community. Funding comes by way 
of grants, New Denver municipal 
taxation, and user fees. 

Members include residents 
from New Denver, Silverton, and 
Area H. As of November 2025, 
there were 189 members and 10 
active volunteers, with an average 
monthly circulation of 172 books. 
The reading centre also offers 
other media for borrowing, and a 
computer workstation. 

In June 2023, the Village of 
New Denver struck a Library Status 
Committee to investigate options 

North Slocan Valley residents could see new tax for literacy programs
COMMUNITY

for improving the reading centre; 
the Village cannot expand the 
centre further, constrained as it is by 
current funding and operating costs.

Since the reading centre is not 
a regional or municipal library, as 
defined by the BC Library Act, 
the RDCK can’t set up a library 
contribution service. However, it 
can establish a contribution service 
for literacy programs. 

“People from Silverton and 
Area H already use the reading 
centre, so this would just spread 
the cost more fairly,” New Denver 
Councillor John Fyke said at the 
Slocan Valley Services Committee 
meeting. “Right now, New Denver 
taxpayers are covering something 
the wider area uses.”

The service’s proposed rate for 
taxpayers is $0.022 per $1,000 of 
assessed value, or about $15 per 
year. Currently, a single membership 
to the reading centre is $10 per year, 
with family memberships coming 
in at $15. If a literacy service 
is established, membership fees 
would be no more. 

Village of Silverton Mayor 
Tanya Gordon spoke against the 
service, defending taxpayers 
against yet another service to pay 
into.

Mayor Gordon highlighted a 
survey conducted by the Library 
Status Committee in 2023. When 
asked which additional services 
they would use if offered by the 
reading room, respondents’ top 
picks were eBooks and the One 
Card System, which allows users 
to borrow from and return to 
any participating library in BC. 

However, she noted that these 
features are only available through 
a library service, not a literacy 
service like the one that’s being 
proposed. 

She also had concerns about 
the budget. 

The first year of the service 
wou ld  b r i ng  i n  $9 ,444  i n 
requisitions with slight increases 
over the next five years, according 
to the budget outlined in the April 
16 report from Research Analyst 
Tom Dool. Of that, just over $2,000 
would be retained by the RDCK for 
administration fees. This seemed 
quite high for such a small service, 
said Mayor Gordon.

When the reading centre began, 
it was funded via the RDCK 
Community Development grant. 
Gordon suggested dipping into 
that instead since there are funds 
available in both the Silverton 
and New Denver Community 
Development pots. This would also 
be a more flexible option than an 
established service, especially if 
the reading centre wants to explore 
partnering with the Nakusp Public 
Library.

In the end, the Slocan Valley 
Services Committee stuck with its 
original recommendation to the 
RDCK board: that staff prepare 
a bylaw to establish a literacy 
contribution service within a defined 
portion of Area H, Silverton, and 
New Denver. Mayor Gordon was 
the only one to oppose the motion.

The board will consider the 
recommendation during its June 18 
regular meeting.

The New Denver reading centre, officially known as the North Slocan Community Library.
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Mount Sentinel students stage scenes from Love and Information at 
the Capitol Theatre in Nelson
submitted

Mount Sentinel Secondary School 
Academy of Performance and Media 
will present scenes from British 
playwright Caryl Churchill’s Love 
and Information at the Capitol Theatre 
on June 12 and 13.

The ninth annual year-end 

showcase features a cast of 23 student 
actors, five student directors and six 
students working backstage in technical 
production, all part of the school’s film, 
theatre and media production program 
based in the Slocan Valley.

“Love and Information is this 
amazing, complex play that’s really 
open-ended,” said student director and 
actor Mischa Gretchen.

“It gives us as students tons of room 
for creative interpretation. We get to 
make this play uniquely our own as we 
interpret each scene, and since we’re a 
film and media program, there are lots 
of projection and tech elements in it.”

Teacher and director Martina Avis, 
who co-teaches in the academy with 
Danny Leeming, said the play explores 
how information and technology affect 
human relationships.

“Love and Information  is 
really […] 49 mini moments. It’s 
an incredibly diverse, fast paced, 
sad, funny selection of scenes that 
ultimately ask, what do we know 

about how information and technology 
impact human relationships? We’re 
threading meaning together with an 
incomplete data set.” 

The production reflects the 
program’s integration of film, 
projection and live performance and 
is “an example of how the academy is 
a place to explore art and creation in a 
supportive school environment,” said 
student Katarina Matter.

“It creates a space for students 
to be who they actually are and be 
surrounded by people who are also 
fully themselves.”

In the play, students incorporate 
film and video projections to augment 
storytelling and create connections 
between scenes.

 “The filmed moments support the 
live performance and help bring the 
audience along in the story, including 
the film sequences that serve as 
characters’ memories within the play,” 
said student film director Ethan Ash.

Students credit experiences such 

Actors Madeleine Hardy and Jaxon Morris rehearse a scene from Love and Information, which 
is produced, co-directed and performed by students from the Mount Sentinel Secondary School 

Academy of Performance and Media. It will be performed at the Capitol Theatre in Nelson on 
June 12 and 13.
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submitted
The family and friends of the 

late Suzy Hamilton are pleased to 
announce that Bonnington’s Jessica 
Hewitt is being honoured with this 
year’s Suzy Hamilton Legacy Award. 
The cash award is presented annually 
to a female-identified or non-binary 
volunteer environmental activist 
in the West Kootenay region, who 
embodies the environmental and 
social activism for which Suzy was 
known.

The committee is also honouring 
the Slocan Valley’s Shanoon Bennett 
with the extension of the award, 
which is meant to recognise the 
enduring dedication of a long-time 
female or non-binary champion of the 
environment.

Jessica is being recognized for 
her dedicated and active work in the 
ongoing pursuit of protecting the 
watershed of Falls Creek. Jessica is a 

also very active in defending Slocan 
Valley forests and watersheds from 
logging activities. 

 “I am honoured and very grateful 
to receive the Suzy Hamilton Legacy 
Lifetime Achievement Award,” said 
Shanoon. “It has been my greatest 
mission in life, with a deep love 
for sharing, inspiring, connecting 
and engaging students of all ages, 
in discovering and exploring the 
wonders found in their local bio-
region and the diverse web of life 
in the rivers, forests, and mountains. 
Thank you to the Slocan River 
Streamkeepers Society and Wild 
Voices for Kids for their generous 
support over the years. It has been 
my greatest privilege to work with 
so many amazing kids, teachers and 
organizations, sharing my passion for 
wild intact ecosystems and the rich 
biodiversity that surrounds us.”

Additional nominees for this 
year’s awards were Joelle Burnie, 

Bonnington and Slocan Valley activists honoured with the Suzy 
Hamilton Legacy Award

Amber Peters, Arianne Michaud, and 
Josee St. Pierre, in recognition of their 
volunteer work. A big thank you to all 
who put forward a nomination for this 
year’s award.

The Suzy Hamilton Legacy Fund 
continues to grow and with it, the size 
of the annual award. Donations to the 
fund can be made through the Osprey 
Foundation. 

as the BC Student Film Festival for 
building their confidence to tackle 
ambitious multimedia productions. In 
2026, Mount Sentinel students received 
more senior-category nominations than 
any other BC high school.

“My time in Academy PM has 
allowed me opportunities like no other 
theatre program I’ve been part of – not 
only acting but also directing scenes 
and working collaboratively with 
peers,” said Vega Payne, who plans to 
attend the University of Victoria in the 
fall to study theatre.

“The program supports and pushes 
students toward their individual 
strengths and passions. “Gretchen 
agrees. “Staging scenes from Love and 
Information gives us credit as young 
actors and creators to explore a mature 
and challenging play. I think we’re 
doing it justice too, which is exciting.”

Scenes from Love and Information 
will be performed June 12 at 7 pm and 
June 13 at 2 pm and 7 pm. Tickets are 
$20 plus fees and are available through 
the Capitol Theatre box office and at 
the door.

MEET LOKI!
This sweet five-year-old girl is 
looking for a quiet, indoor-only 
home where she will be the only pet. 
Please leave a voicemail for PALS 
at 250 265-3792 to see if this beauty 
is right for you!

Open Sun. 11-3 • 411 Kootenay St, Nelson

Jessica Hewitt of Bonnington has been 
awarded the Suzy Hamilton Legacy Award for 

her environmental activism.

Shanoon Bennett was honoured with an 
extension of the Suzy Hamilton Legacy Award 

for her long-time activism.
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Tfounding member of the Falls Creek 
Watershed Protection Society, and co-
created a website discussing the harms 
of logging in a watershed and sharing 
information on Sinixt water laws.

“It’s an honour to be recognized 
among the amazing women who 
have been standing up for those who 
have no voice - crawlies, winged, 
2-legged, 4-legged, and the swimmers 
in Sinixt təmxʷúlaʔxʷ (mother-
earth),” reflected Jessica. “As Marilyn 
James teaches us, we all have a role 
to play in respecting and upholding 
Sinixt sacred law - Whuplak’n (Sinixt 
law of the land/water) and Smum iem 
(belongs to women) so that our future 
generations can continue to live in this 
beautiful təmxʷúlaʔxʷ. Water is life, 
water is love and water is ancestral.”

Shanoon was nominated for 
her decades of work inspiring, 
engaging, and motivating students in 
environmental education. Along with 
her educational offerings, Shanoon is 
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Open 9-5:30 Tues-SatOpen 9-5:30 Tues-Sat

Bird food & feeders

Dog & Cat Food and 
Farm Animal Feed

Shavings

Fall & Winter Clothing 
50% off (older stock only)

Cozy warm flannel & jackets

50% off fall 
flowering bulbs

Be winter ready, insulation, 
pipe heat tape.

New store New store 
hours Open Tues hours Open Tues 

thru Sat 9-5:30thru Sat 9-5:30

Fencing, posts, 
gates, corral 

panels.
Kootenay’s 

largest supplier

Fall Bulbs, many to choose from, 
daffodils, tulips, allium bulbs.  Regular 

packages & Jumbo bags
Certified Seed Garlic

Winter is here is here, shovels, 
snow melt, toboggans, window 

scrapers & so much more

Amaryllis bulbs are here, great 
xmas gifts, Christmas lights, 

decorations & gifts galore.  Your 
one stop xmas shopping store!

Bird food & feeders

Dog & Cat Food and 
Farm Animal Feed

Shavings

Spring is here.  
Seed potatoes,  
garden seeds, 

soil, flats, inserts, 
everything to start 

your veggie & 
flower starts.

Open 9-5:30Open 9-5:30
closed Sundays & closed Sundays & 

MondaysMondays

Fencing, posts, 
gates, corral panels.
Kootenay’s largest 

supplier

Wheelbarrows, lawn rakes, 
shovels, gardening tools.
Soils, manures, fertilizers.

Come see us and order your 
new lawn mowers, tillers and 

other fun garden toys

Wood pellets by the bag

Straw and second 
cut Alfalfa bales

5763 Hwy 6, Winlaw
250-226-7771
Open 9 – 5:30, closed Sundays & Mondays

Early bridges near Nakusp

COMMUNITY

2001.037.179 Kuskanax Bridge early 1900s: Trio standing on Canyon Bridge over Kuskanax Creek at Nakusp Canyon, ca. early 1900s-1910s.

2014.003.1217 Old bridge: Group of five boys fishing on old bridge (possibly at Nakusp Creek or Nakusp Canyon), ca. late 1910s-early 1920s. 
Art Genelle may be person standing at right.

Village of Silverton
ANNUAL MUNICIPAL REPORT

Beginning May 26th, the Village of Silverton’s 2025 Annual 
Municipal Report will be available for public inspection at the 

Village Office, 421 Lake Avenue, Silverton, BC during regular office 
hours, Tuesdays – Thursdays from 10 am until 3 pm.

The 2025 Annual Municipal Report will be presented at the 
Regular Meeting in the Silverton Memorial Hall (203 Lake 

Avenue) scheduled for 7 pm on Wednesday, June 17, 2026. Online 
participation is available using the following Zoom link:  

https://us06web.zoom.us/j/8579740934
Members of the public are invited to ask questions and provide 

comments to Council in advance or at the meeting.
Submissions can be sent to: 

Village of Silverton 
By Mail: 421 Lake Avenue, Silverton, BC, V0G 1S0 

In Person: 421 Lake Avenue      Via Email: info@silverton.ca

resilient – and which will be suitable in 
the future. 

NACFOR also plans for what is 
suitable for the community. 

“If there’s no public support for 
[WRR work], we’re not going to get 
funding. And if we can’t get funding, it’s 
not going to happen,” he said. 

In 2021, a prescription was drafted 
for NACFOR’s tenure on Box Mountain. 
Part of the prescription would include 
some selection logging to open up the 
stand to reduce the likelihood of a crown 

fire. 50% of trees would be retained, 
and WRR work would include limbing 
and clearing undergrowth and deadfall 
by hand. 

The Protectors of Box Mountain 
Watershed raised concerns, stating that 
the WRR work would threaten the 
delicate water source of 177 people.

Crone’s company, Cabin Resources, 
was contracted to manage NACFOR in 
2023, so he couldn’t speak to the details. 
But after the community outcry, the 
prescription was put on the shelf, where 
it remains.

A few of the tour attendees are 

residents of Box Mountain, and 
remember 2021 clearly. 

NACFOR recently added 3,434 
hectares to its Community Forest 
Agreement on the north face of Box 
Mountain, a parcel adjacent to Wensley 
Creek, and a large area on Allshouse 
Peak. The parcels were previously part of 
Interfor’s tenure. NACFOR is currently 
collecting information about the site to 
understand what’s out there: watersheds, 
old growth, forest health, and sensitive 
areas, to name a few. The whole tenure 
will soon be flown for LIDAR, which 
will create slope contour, terrain, and 

canopy height models, and give a better 
sense of the hydrology. 

One attendee was shaken to see big 
boot prints near their property, as they 
were unaware there would be workers 
in the forest. 

Crone said the timing of when to 
engage with residents is tricky. Some 
residents are very guarded, which can 
affect workers’ lives when knocking on 
doors. However, Crone acknowledged 
that communication can always be 
strengthened and appreciated the 
feedback. He said residents know the 
land best.

The attendee said events like the 
open house are “trust building,” allowing 
residents to ask questions and connect. 

Crone said community forestry is 
a very direct reflection of his goal as a 
forester to uphold the public interest. The 
land base is small, and he can really delve 
into what’s going on. But at the same 
time, the scope is way wider than regular 
forestry because it’s not just logging, it’s 
stewardship.

“Our work always has to be what’s 
right for the site,” said Crone. “Where 
can we have a lighter footprint and how 
can we keep the forest healthy?”

continued from page 9
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by Jan McMurray
The Silversmith Power & 

Light Corporation’s hydroelectric 
station in Sandon is at risk of 
closure. It’s just too hard to make 
a go of it, explained owner Hal 
Wright, and his partner, Vida 
Turok, at the May 13 open house 
held by local Conservative MP 
Scott Anderson at Knox Hall 
in New Denver. The problems 
are: unfair electricity pricing, 
uncertainty around renewal of 
electricity purchase agreements, 
and rising Crown land tenure and 
water costs.

“The revenue coming in isn’t 
even enough to pay the water 
royalties,” Wright said. “We pay 
the same water rate as storage 
dams where they can store it when 
prices are low and sell it when 
prices are high. But the problem 
for me is there is not enough 
sustenance there.”

Wright said Silversmith was 

Sandon’s historic power plant at risk of closure
getting 1/10 of a cent per kilowatt 
hour in May – and BC Hydro was 
selling electricity to its customers 
for 146 times that much.

There are 165 independent 
power producers in BC, Wright 
said, and they are all getting 
different rates from BC Hydro. In 
BC Hydro’s latest call for power, 
he said 10 new power producers 
were given contracts with rates 
ranging from 5 cents to 11.5 
cents per kilowatt hour. “Why the 
variance?” he asked.

Not only are the rates applied 
inequitably, Wright says, but 
there is also no guarantee that BC 
Hydro will renew its contracts 
wi th  e lec t r i c i ty  p roducers . 
Silversmith’s electricity purchase 
agreement is  coming up for 
renewal on September 30.

The other issue for Silversmith 
is its Crown land lease. Silversmith 
owns the powerhouse, but the 
provincial government owns the 

land that the powerhouse sits on. 
Wright says when the government 
invited him to sell power into the 
provincial grid more than 30 years 
ago, they assured him they would 
sell him the land – but he still only 
has a Licence of Occupation.

“If I can purchase the land, I 
can get bank financing,” he said. 
“My plan in 1996 was to refurbish 
the existing plant over three years 
and build five more plants, but my 
business plan didn’t materialize 
because I couldn’t get the land 
– and the revenue was a big, fat 
lie, too.”

Wright added that he has to 
pay property taxes as well as 
the rental fee for the licence of 
occupation.

Bo th  Wr igh t  and  Turok 
pointed out that BC Hydro has a 
monopoly on power production 
in the province. Wright said 
Silversmith has “lots of good 
offers” from outside the province, 

like the City of Calgary, but they 
can’t follow through because 
the electricity would have to 
be wheeled through BC Hydro 
transmission infrastructure. He 
said BC Hydro “steals the power 
and then blocks us from selling 
it somewhere else.” Turok added 
that the Village of Slocan and 
the Village of Nakusp have both 
wanted to build their own hydro 
plants, but BC Hydro wouldn’t 
allow them to wheel the power 
through their transmission lines.

“Every independent power 
producer in BC is unable to sell 
their product on the grid at fair 
market price. It’s not just us,” 
Turok said. 

The couple has a meeting with 
Minister Dix, and has launched 
a petition on the issue that will 
be presented to the Legislative 
Assembly of BC. 

“It comes down to the Minister 
of Energy, Adrian Dix,” Turok 

said. “He has the power to change 
the policy.”

Although power production 
is mostly a provincial issue, MP 
Scott Anderson has advocated for 
fairness for Silversmith and other 
small power producers. Wright 
and Turok thanked Anderson for 
all he has done, and said it helped 
them get the appointment with 
Minister Dix.

The Sandon power plant is the 
longest continuously operating 
hydroelectric station in Canada, 
since April  5,  1897. Wright 
floated the idea of approaching 
Heritage Canada to help save the 
powerhouse if negotiations with 
the Province on an electricity 
purchase agreement or Crown 
land deal fail. 

“This power plant has survived 
fires and floods – will it survive 
the NDP government?” Turok 
asked.

Nakusp Municipal Campground – Nakusp
250-265-1061 • nakuspcampground.com
camp@nakuspcampground.com
Conveniently located downtown, three blocks from the public beach 
and adjacent to the community park, which includes a tennis court, 
ballparks and soccer field. Music in the Park every Wed. evening during 
July & August. 42 treed sites, including 10 with power service and 16 overflow campsites. Hot 
showers and sani-station. Open May to October. Reservations accepted.

CAMPGROUNDS

McDonald Creek Provincial Park – Nakusp
westkkootenayparks.com
Reservations: https://camping.bcparks.ca
On the shores of Upper Arrow Lake, 16 km south of Nakusp on Hwy 6. 111 campsites, 18 
electrified. Flush toilets, showers, sandy beach, boat launch, playground, day-use area, 
coin-operated sani-station with potable water RV fill. Reservations and first-come, first-
served available.
Summit Lake Provincial Park - Summit Lake
westkkootenayparks.com
Reservations: https://camping.bcparks.ca
18 km SE of Nakusp on Hwy 6. Unrivalled opportunities for fishing, boating and swimming in 
this clean, cool mountain lake. Explore the Nakusp to Summit Lake rail grade. 35 campsites 
by reservation or first-come, first-served.
Rosebery Provincial Park – Rosebery
westkkootenayparks.com
Reservations: https://camping.bcparks.ca
40 km SE of Nakusp and 5 km north of New Denver on Hwy 6. A restful escape well away 
from the buzz typical of other campgrounds. Newly refreshed! 35 campsites in a beautiful 
forest setting alongside Wilson Creek. Close to breathtaking Slocan Lake and the historic 
Galena Trail. Hand pump water supply, accessible pit toilets, playground. Reservable and 
plenty of first-come, first-served sites in peak season.

Silverton Municipal Campground – Silverton
250-358-2472 • silverton.ca
Silverton has one campground separated into two different 
locations. Lakeside campground has 4 sites directly on the lake 
and 17 sites adjacent. Creekside campground has 20 sites. 
Both can accommodate larger units and tents, with washroom and shower facilities. Book 
through the Village of Silverton website.

Centennial Park Campground – New Denver
250-358-2316 • newdenver.ca • 
campground@newdenver.ca
Open May 1 – Oct. 1. Book one of 48 sites, starting at 
$30 / night. 6 sites have water & 30-amp power hookups. Accessible washroom and 
coin-operated showers. Lakeside location featuring a park, beach, pump track, boat 
launch, and reflection garden. Pets on a leash are welcome. Secure your spot at www.
newdenver.ca/campground.

William Hunter Cabins – Silverton
250-358-2647 • williamhuntercabins.ca 
303 Lake Ave, Silverton
We have one lovely log cabin divided into two suites. All suites 
feature a queen-sized bed, spacious living room with comfortable 
sofa, bathroom including shower/bath and a kitchenette complete with a 2-burner 
cook top, mini fridge, sink, microwave, toaster, coffee maker and cooking utensils.

JB’s Marine Pub and Restaurant – Ainsworth
Call 250-353-7716 for reservations and take-out.
With a family-friendly dining area and a great little Kootenay-style pub, JB’s 
is home to our famous fish & chips, hand-cut fries, burgers, and southern 
fried chicken! Open Wed–Sun 3–8 pm. Take-out and off-sales available! 
4 km north of Ainsworth Hot Springs on Hwy 31.

Waypoint Restaurant & Bar
kaslohotel.com • reservations@kaslohotel.com
250-353-7714
Located inside the Kaslo Hotel, The Waypoint Restaurant
 & Bar pairs inspired dishes with stunning Kootenay Lake views. Our menu is crafted for every 
occasion—from a casual bite to something worth celebrating. Sip a cocktail or local beer on 
the patio and let the scenery speak for itself. Open 7 days a week with brunch on weekends!

Slocan City Hotel – Slocan
1-877-756-2262
501 Harold St, Slocan, BC 
booking@slocancityhotel.ca • www.slocancityhotel.ca 
Nestled in the heart of the Slocan Valley, near the beach, this boutique hotel is a hidden gem. 
The newly renovated space preserves the original charm of the historic building, featuring five 
unique rooms, including one wheelchair-accessible room. The hotel also hosts The Lobby Grill 
restaurant and music venue.

Woodbury Resort and Marina – Ainsworth
250-353-7717 • 1-877-353-7717
woodburyresort.com • woodburyresort@netidea.com
On the shores of Kootenay Lake with beautiful lake 
and mountain views! Motel, chalets, cabins, RV, tenting. Country store and laundromat. Great 
food at JB’s Pub & Restaurant. Full-service marina, with family-friendly fishing and pontoon 
boat rentals, tackle shop and gas dock. Heated pool. Free Wi-Fi. Hiking, biking, swimming, 
fishing, quading just outside your door. Great food at JB’s Pub and family Restaurant. 4 km 
north of Ainsworth Hot Springs on Hwy 31.

Valhalla Inn – New Denver 
www.valhallainn.biz •info@valhallainn.biz
250-358-2228
Valhalla Inn is a nostalgic character inn with a variety of rooms, family restaurant & licensed 
outdoor patio, and Odin’s Pub & Off Sales. Open 7 days a week. Breakfast, lunch, entree 
specials and our in-house Chinese food! Located on Hwy 6 @ Slocan Avenue. Free Wi-Fi.

Kaslo Municipal Campground – Kaslo
250-353-2662 • kaslo.ca • kaslocampground@yahoo.ca
April 15-Oct. 15 (weather permitting). Fully serviced and un-serviced sites 
available. Sites include fire pit and picnic table. Accessible washrooms 
and showers. Great downtown location close to park, beach, playground, tourist 
info centre, restaurants, shopping and trails! Pets on leash welcome. Free Wi-Fi.

Springer Creek RV Park & Campground – Slocan
250-355-2266 • campground@villageofslocan.ca
Open May 1 – Oct 15. Located at 1020 Giffin Rd., Slocan. Turn right 
immediately off of Hwy 6 entrance to Village of Slocan. Full & partial 
hook-ups, tenting sites, sani-dump, wheelchair-accessible washroom 
and showers, Wi-Fi, cell service, pets on leash and seasonal Tourist/
Information booth. For reservations, please visit www.slocancity.com/campground.

Karibu Park Cottages & Campground – Winlaw
1-888-452-7428 • karibupark.com
Our picturesque property is located just off Hwy 6 in Winlaw, next to 
the Rail Trail and Slocan River. Eight fully equipped cottages and 36 
campsites in a forest setting, 10 of which have power and water hook-ups. Hot showers, 
recreation area, small beach, gardens, gazebo, spa, and Wi-Fi. Short walk to Winlaw.

Lemon Creek Pioneer Campground – Lemon Creek
250-355-2547 • info@lemoncreekcampground.ca • lemoncreekcampground.ca
7680 Kennedy Rd., 9 km south of Slocan off Hwy 6. A 26-site campground with 15- & 30-amp 
services. Grass and tree large tent sites. Next to the Rails to Trails line and just a 10 min. 
drive to Slocan Lake Beach. Hot showers and Wi-Fi included in rates. 

Woodbury Resort and Marina – Ainsworth
250-353-7717 • 1-877-353-7717
woodburyresort.com • woodburyresort@netidea.com
On the shores of Kootenay Lake with beautiful lake and 
mountain views! Motel, chalets, cabins, RV, tenting. Country store and laundromat. Great 
food at JB’s Pub & Restaurant. Full-service marina, with family-friendly fishing and pontoon 
boat rentals, tackle shop and gas dock. Heated pool. Free Wi-Fi. Hiking, biking, swimming, 
fishing, quading just outside your door. Great food at JB’s Pub and family Restaurant. 4 km 
north of Ainsworth Hot Springs on Hwy 31.

RESTAURANTS & ACCOMMODATIONS

The Paddy Shack – Nakusp
250-265-3255 
The Paddy Shack, located on Hwy 6, Nakusp, is open 6 days a week 
11 am-7 pm. Closed Mondays in summer (spring and fall hours vary). 
Choose a homemade burger, hotdog, wrap, donair, or something equally
delicious from our varied menu! Top off the meal with a fresh fruit milkshake or a scrumptious 
sundae. Come enjoy great food in the great outdoors!

COMMUNITY

VISITOR INFO
continued page 17
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MIRROR LAKE 
WATER USERS 
COMMUNITY 

Boil Water Advisory for all 
users. Inform renters and 

guests until further notice. 

https://mirrorlakewater.
weebly.com/

S.S. Moyie National Historic Site – Kaslo
324 Front St., Kaslo
250-353-2525 • klhs.bc.ca
Visit the world’s oldest intact passenger sternwheeler, a 19th century 
steamship, beautifully restored! Open daily May through Oct 10 am-
5 pm. Guided tours available. Call 250-353-2525 for more information.

COMMUNITY

Ainsworth Hot Springs Resort – Ainsworth
1-800-668-1171 • ainsworthhotsprings.com
Immerse yourself in soothing hot spring pools, venture into the 
breathtaking cave, and treat yourself to exceptional spa services. Enjoy modern guest rooms 
while relishing the exquisite culinary creations prepared by Executive Chef Cory Chapman.

Studio Connexion Art Gallery – Fine Art – Nakusp
250-265-8888 • 203 Fifth Ave. NW, Nakusp
2026 Summer Exhibition Series from May through September with: 
Brigitte Debois (May 8-23), Francine Lanoie (May 26-June 13), 
Kentree Speirs (June 16-July 4), Maureen Howard, Diane Akey 
and Patti Smith (July 7-25), Charlene Duncan (Jul 28-Aug 15), Chantel Julien (Aug 18-Sep 
5), Sharon Bamber (Sep 8-26). Plus other fine artists represented in this quaint gallery. Open 
Tues.-Sat., 11 am-4 pm or by appointment. A Gift for Your Eyes and You…

Nikkei Internment Memorial Centre National 
Historic Site – New Denver
250-358-7288 • nikkeimemorial.ca • 306 Josephine St
A National Historic Site dedicated to the telling of the story of the 
WWII Internment of Japanese Canadians in the West Kootenays. Interpretive displays, 
original internment buildings, and period artifacts. Admission rate: $9/person, $7/student 
or senior, $20/family. Call for weekend tour time.  Open daily May 1-Sept. 30, 10 am-5 pm.

Kaslo Kayaking & Adventure Centre – Kaslo
344 Front Street, Kaslo
250-353-1925 • kasloadventurecentre.com
A four-season shop for all your hiking, camping and paddling 
adventures – clothing, gear, accessories and more. Kayak, Canoe 
& Paddleboard – tours, rentals and lessons. Think outside…
no box required.

The Langham Arts Centre – Kaslo
thelangham.ca • info@thelangham.ca
250-353-2661
Located in the heart of Kaslo, The Langham is a 
vibrant arts and culture centre with 2 public art galleries, a theatre and museum. Open year-
round, gallery hours are Fridays – Mondays 1 pm – 4 pm, Museum is open 7 days a week 
from 9 am – 6 pm. Admission by donation.

Nakusp & District Museum – Nakusp
250 265 0015 • nakuspmuseum@gmail.com
92B – 6th Ave, NW, Nakusp
The Nakusp and District Museum is located in the 
Centennial Building, below the Library. With over 5000 artifacts and new displays, the Museum 
is an interesting way to spend some time learning the history of the area on your visit to our 
beautiful Village. Open Thursday to Saturday 10 am to 2 pm. Admission $7.00, children 10 
and under FREE. Yearly membership single $20.00 and family $35.00.

Hidden Garden Gallery – New Denver
hiddengardengallery.ca
Located at 112 Slocan Avenue, across from the Village offices. 
Our community gallery showcases a different regional artist every 
week, from June 1 - September 30, 2026. The gallery is open Tuesdays through Sundays, from 
10 am to 3 pm. For a complete list of upcoming shows, visit our website at hiddengardengallery.
ca or check the Valley Voice for weekly artist’s receptions.

Nakusp Hot Springs, Chalets & Campground – Nakusp
www.nakusphotsprings.com • info@nakusphotsprings.com
250-265-4528 • 1-866-999-4528
A great way to unwind after a day of Kootenay adventures, our 
naturally sourced hot spring pools are open year-round. Drop in 
or stay with us; we have cedar chalets and a campground, 
nestled in a beautiful mountain setting. Take a scenic drive up the paved Hot Springs Road 
alongside the Kuskanax Creek and watch for wildlife along the way. relax ~ refresh ~ return

Slocan Lake Golf Course – New Denver
250-358-2408 • info@slocanlakegolfclub.ca • slocanlakegolfclub.ca
Enjoy a round of golf at the Slocan Lake Golf Club, 2 km north of New 
Denver. Open 7 days a week, no tee times required. Green fees (tax 
included): 9 holes – $30, 18 holes – $45. Restaurant open Wed–Sat 4–8 pm. Mon morning 
– Sr Men’s Golf; Wed – Men’s Night; Thurs – Ladies’ Night. For further information, call our 
Pro Shop at 250-358-2408.

HOT SPRINGS

GOLF COURSES

Valley View Golf Course – Winlaw
golfvalleyview.ca • 250-226-7421 • info@golfvalleyview.ca
6937 Hwy 6, Winlaw. Enjoy our scenic family-friendly 9-hole, 
par 35 course with separate tees for the back nine, plus a 
9-hole disc golf course. Relax at our licensed patio restaurant with stunning Slocan 
Valley views. No tee times required. Rentals available for power and hand carts, golf 
clubs, and disc golf discs.

Kaslo Golf Club & Clubhouse Restaurant – Kaslo
418 Pine Ave, Kaslo
Visit us at kaslogolf.org for tournament updates. 
Follow us on Facebook
Clubhouse Restaurant: 250-353-3339  Dine in or take-out. Closed 
Mondays, Open Tues-Thurs 11am - 2:30, Fri-Sun 11- 6:30. 
Spectacular 9-hole course. Everyone welcome. Cart and club rentals available. Open daily 
until end of September weather permitting. Pro Shop 250-353-2262. May–Sept: Ladies Night 
– Tues 3:30 play starts at 4pm; Seniors Day – Wed (Men & Women) play start time 10 am; 
Mens Night – Thursdays, play start time 4:30 pm

GALLERIES & MUSEUMS

Sandon Museum & Visitors’ Centre – Sandon
250-916-9034 • sandonmuseum.com
sandonmuseum@netidea.com
Open 10 am - 5 pm; 7 days a week until Thanksgiving. Located 
13 km east of New Denver in historic silver mining ghost town. Collections of stunning 
photographs and fascinating artifacts. Admission: $5.00; 12 & under and members FREE. 
In the brick building.

THINGS TO DO
Valhalla Pure Outfitters – New Denver
250-358-7755 • vpo.ca
Visit The Original VPO Store. 
Outdoor Clothing and Gear. Hiking, Camping, Paddling (Boats & Boards). Open May-Oct 7 
days a week. Located on the corner of Hwy 6 and New Denver Main Street.

Fauquier & District Golf Club – Fauquier
Hwy 6, Fauquier • fauquiergolf.ca • 250-269-7414
Check us out on Facebook!
Beautiful 9-hole, par 33 golf course on the shores of Arrow Lakes, 
1 minute from Needles ferry. Camping available, no tee times or reservations required. 9 
holes – $33 Mon-Thurs, $35 Fri–Sun. 18 holes – $50. Power/hand carts and clubs available 
for rent (kids rentals no charge).

Smiling Otter – Slocan
Canoe, Kayak & SUP Rentals
250-505-8020 • info@nwmexperience.com
smilingotter.com
Enjoy exploring the West Kootenay Region by canoe, kayak or stand-up paddleboard. 
All safety equipment provided. Single & multi-day rentals. Shuttle service & trip support. We 
also offer delivery & pick-up to local summer vacation rentals. Locally made quality boats 
from Hellman Canoes. Over 25 years serving Slocan, Arrow & Kootenay Lakes.

Promote your seasonal or tourist-friendly 
business on our Visitor Info page this 

summer!
Reach out at valleyvoice@valleyvoice.ca

Jones Boys Boats
Ainsworth Hot Springs (south of Kaslo)
jonesboysboats.com • rentals@jonesboysboats.com
1-877-552-6287
We have what you need for your ultimate boat rental experience 
on beautiful Kootenay Lake! Our modern fleet includes bow riders, 
pontoon boats, deck boats, waverunners, and even towable water 
toys. Full, half or multiple days. Flexible rental times, competitive 
rates, and quality boats. Discover the Jones Boys Boats difference!

Feedback will be invited at the 
presentation through a written or 
online form. 

Leon intends to hold the 
presentation at a community hall, 
with the option to attend in person 
or online. At the presentation, Leon 
will present his own research, 
as well as a study about how 
the Canadian government and 
media represent wildfire-affected 
residents. The study analyzes how 
the Canadian government and 
media frame ‘climate migrants,’ 
both inside and outside Canada.

“I found this paper and I was 
intrigued by it,” Leon said. “For 
people outside of Canada, the 
government and media frame them 
as victims in need of humanitarian 
aid, but people who are affected 

Leon Delansay from the Netherlands is in 
the New Denver area until June 27, doing 
research for his master’s thesis on local 

people’s experiences of the 2024 wildfires.
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A research student from the 
Netherlands is in the New Denver 
area, interviewing people who were 
here during the 2024 wildfire season 
for his master’s thesis. He will be 
organizing a public presentation of 
his preliminary findings – watch for 
details in the next Valley Voice and 
on social media.

Leon Delansay has been here 
since May 10 and has been busy 
introducing himself to as many 
people as possible. He’s the young 
man on the bicycle, hanging out 
at local cafes and attending events 
such as the North Slocan Trails 
Society AGM and the invasive 
weed pull organized by the Red 
Mountain and Enterprise Creek 

Emergency Preparedness Society.
“I’ve gained trust  in the 

community by integrating myself 
a bit. I’m not just here to do my 
research – I’m also really enjoying 
the place. Learning about the 
history here has been absolutely 
amazing!”

Leon has done eight interviews 
and has another 10 planned – so he 
is close to his goal of interviewing 
20-25 people. He is here until June 
27, staying at the Harris Ranch.

Leon is hoping that everyone he 
interviews will come to the public 
presentation. He said he had wanted 
to meet with all the interviewees 
one on one to get their feedback 
on his findings, but he won’t have 
time. “I wish I could stay longer!” 
he said.

Visiting researcher to make public presentation on his study re: 
wildfires in New Denver area

VISITOR INFO

by wildfires and floods in Canada 
are framed as resilient evacuees 
who don’t need help from the 
government. But the study says 
that this has never been cross-
referenced with local people. So my 
goal is to give voice to the people 
affected, and to create a basis on 
which future wildfire policy can be 
more grounded in their experience.”

Leon’s interview slots are filling 
up fast, but anyone interested in an 
interview with him can email him at 
leon.delansay@wur.nl. Interviews 
are an hour and a half, and are 
usually done on a walk outdoors.

Leon is studying at Wageningen 
University in the Netherlands 
and is a visiting researcher at the 
University of British Columbia.
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BUSINESS DIRECTORY
CONSTRUCTION • HOME • GARDEN • WELL-BEING • GROCERIES • RESTAURANTS 

Hand & Soul 
Wellness Centre

202 Lake Avenue, Silverton
CHIROPRACTOR: Dr. Larry Zaleski

Over 30 years experience of Spinal Health Care
Offices in Silverton, Winlaw & Nakusp 250-358-2177

COUNSELLOR: Sue Mistretta, M.A. 
Over 20 years counselling experience supporting 

clients experiencing stress, anxiety, grief and other  
life changes. In person and Secure Video sessions. 

Now offering somatic therapy.  
Offices in Silverton and Nelson.  250-777-1704

SUPPORT FOR 
YOUR SPIRIT
Bi-weekly book study, bi-
weekly services, Tuesday 
8 am meditation, monthly 

Contemplative in the Kootenays
For information & links, contact 

descamp@heartsrest.com
Turner Zion United Church of 
Canada is alive and welcomes 

you online—and in person.

MADDEN TIMBER CONSTRUCTION, INC.
HPO Licenced Builder & Red Seal Carpenter 

TimberFrame Homes
 Stairs, Interior Finishing, Drywall

Concrete and Excavation
Roofing and Siding

Custom Design
Wood and Timber Sales

               dave@maddentimber.com
                       250 265 1807

HALL LUMBER 
& BUILDING SUPPLIES

Open Mon, Tues, Wed, Fri & Sat 
10 am to 5 pm

PHONE 250-269-0043
Find us at 280 Lower Inonoaklin Rd. 

Edgewood, BC

 

SOLID 
PLAN

DRAFTING AND DESIGN
S. KING, CET

(250) 358-7922
s.king@solid-plan.ca

4619 Hwy 6, New Denver, BC V0G 1S1

Wired by Alex
Electrical Contracting Ltd

Alex Joseph

250-358-7721

TSBC LEL0213780

• CONSTRUCTION
	 • RENOVATIONS
	 • LIGHTING UPGRADES
	 • SERVICE UPGRADES
	 • SOLAR INSTALLATION
	 • OFF GRID SYSTEMS

DENNIS LYNCH
250-687-0300

RUBYRANGEELECTRIC 
@GMAIL.COM

JUSTHINK PAINTING 
SERVICES
Serving Kaslo and 
area since 1990 
Commercial • Residential 
• Interior • Exterior 
Free estimates. 
Seniors’ discount. 
250-353-3415 or 250-353-7128

AVIS EXCAVATING
– Serving the Slocan Valley –
• Excavation • Ditching • Water Lines 

• Land Improvement • Tree/Brush 
Removal for Wildfire Mitigation

p: 250-226-7849
w: avisexcavating.com

Larry Avis: lmavis@telus.net

Delivery available in the New Denver Silverton area. 
For same day delivery call, email or fax by 2:00 pm.

New Market Foods
518 6th Ave • New Denver
250-358-2270 Fax: 250-358-2290

email: shopnewmarket@gmail.com
www.newmarketfoods.ca

Our hours are 7 days a week from 8:00 am to 7:00 pm

• All Organic Produce
• All Organic Grains

– Bulk Ordering –
Community Discount Day:

Last Friday of the month

Mon-Sat 9-6
Sunday 10-4

Downtown Winlaw • 250-226-7255

Gaia Tree Whole Foods
Community Market

WEDNESDAY-SUNDAY

PENNYDALE JUNCTION BC 
at Valley View Golf Course

NOW OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK! 
11:00 AM – 9:00 PM
Join us for great food, scenic views, and warm 
hospitality.
Come experience a delightful culinary experience at 
Pennydale Junction!
www.pennydalejunction-bc.ca • (250)226-7241 

FOOD TRUCK IN KASLO!
OPEN    12 - 4 pm

MONDAY - FRIDAY 
Tacos - Burritos - Rice Bowls

420 Front St. Kaslo
downtown/ behind laundromat

www.COSMICTACOBC.com

Simon Kelly
250-551-0295

valhalla heating solutions
valhallaheatingsolutions@gmail.com

PLUMBING  
& HEATING

COMMUNITY
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AUTOMOTIVE • SMALL MOTORS• MACHINE SHOP • RETAIL • SERVICES
• Tractors / agriculture 
equipment
• Construction 
equipment and trailers
• Welding and minor 
fabrication work
• Services and 
preventative maintenance

For rates and availability contact:
James Schmidt or Chad Parfitt

Phone: (250) 226 6774
Email: ponderosarepair@gmail.com

STEEL TOE JOE’S
Automotive Repair

Joe Shaw
Owner & Journeyman Technician

3804 Pine Rd. Krestova, BC

778.454.0180
stjautomotive@gmail.com

Niko Bekker
(250) 353-1091

bekkertruckworx@gmail.com

Towing & Hauling
• Vehicles

• Sea Containers
• Light Equipment

• Building Supplies

Playmor Junction Hwy 6 & 3A

Ski Doo, Sea Doo, 
Can Am, Ariens & Echo

1045 Playmor

Raven’s NestRaven’s Nest
Hours:

Tuesday – Saturday
10:30 am - 4:30 pm 

Main Street, New Denver

H. A. Benson Inc.
Chartered Professional Accountant
119 Broadway Street
Box 780
Nakusp, BC V0G 1R0

Phone: 250-265-3370 • Fax: 250-265-3375
Email: dalyce@habenson.ca Certified by the Province of BC 

Bill Lander 
REALTOR®
 250-551-5652
bill@billlander.ca

I show all my listings!
 Serving the Slocan Valley for the 

17th year.
Offices in Nakusp, Nelson & Kaslo 

 

For 80 years, Tupperware has 
been creating innovative 

home and kitchen solutions 
that help families save time, 

money, space, food, and  
energy, while remaining 
practical, durable, and  

environmentally responsible.  
 

Contact Susan Wilson 
Independent Tupperware Representative 

swilson@direct.ca - 250.226.7751 

805 Kildare St, New Denver

250-358-7199

Tuesdays Tuesdays • Thursdays •Saturdays
10 am -– 3 pm  

COMMUNITY

BUSINESS DIRECTORY

High-Res Property 
Snapshot Maps: 

For private acreages
$325. Current, clear, scaled.

Kootenay service, learn more
zycoptera.com/property-snapshot

Advertise in our Business 
Directory for as little as 

$12 per issue!
Reach out at 

valleyvoice@valleyvoice.ca

MP Anderson promised to 
keep “making noise” on the issue.

Response from 
the Province

BC Hydro told the Valley Voice 
that information related to the 
terms of its electricity purchase 
agreement (EPA) with Silversmith 
is confidential. However, as per 
its 2025 Integrated Resource 

Plan, BC Hydro will be pursuing 
EPA renewals “on a cost-effective 
basis.”

“Whether a renewal EPA is 
ultimately executed depends on 
a number of factors including 
whether the parties can reach 
m u t u a l  a g r e e m e n t  o n  t h e 
commercial terms, such as price,” 
BC Hydro said. “BC Hydro’s 
EPA renewals are filed with the 
BC Utilities Commission for 
acceptance where the Commission 

mus t  cons ider  whether  the 
agreement is in the interests of 
BC Hydro’s ratepayers.”

In response to our questions 
about Silversmith’s Crown land 
lease, the Ministry of Water, 
Land and Resource Stewardship 
said the lease expired in 2017 
and since then, “the Crown Land 
Authorizations team has been 
working consistently with the 
tenure holder on renewing the 
tenures under the Land Act and 

Industr ia l ,  Waterpower and 
Utility Policy framework, using 
standard, approved tenure terms 
and documents.”

Conditions must be met as part 
of the tenure replacement process, 
the ministry said, including 
payment of any outstanding 
annual rent for occupation of the 
land since the lease expired, proof 
of insurance, updated security 
deposits and application fees.

“Deadl ine  extens ions  to 

complete these requirements 
have already been provided to 
the tenure holder, and provincial 
staff are committed to continue 
working with the client on the 
replacement of these tenures. 
Ultimately, if the tenure holder 
chooses not to take the necessary 
steps to replace their tenure, any 
changes on Crown land must be 
removed, as required by the tenure 
holder’s contractual obligations 
under the tenure agreements.”

continued from page 14
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Run your 
classified ad 
for as little 
as $9 per 

issue!
Reach out at 

valleyvoice@valleyvoice.ca

Thank you for supporting your local businesses! 
Key to a thriving local economy

the Village of Silverton who will come 
testify in a multi-million dollar lawsuit 
that will be launched by the Silverton 
Lakeshore Inn soon (now the Big Foot 
Inn). Please email if you want to come 
forward buyriteautosales@hotmail.com

PETS
TURN YOUR DOG TRAINING struggles 
into strengths. Get real-life results with 
games-based training. Have fun, learn lots. 
www.proudofmydog.ca
SERVICES
TL HANDYMAN SERVICES: 
Renovations, builds, flooring, roofing, 
siding, repairs, fencing, odd jobs small 
and large. Call Rob: 250-920-9279 or 
email: fantastichome@gmail.com.
KERRY’S STITCHERY: Custom 
sewing, alterations, repairs. Including: 
denim, leather, canvas and draperies. 
Balfour. Call: 250-229-4913.
JUSTHINK PAINTING SERVICES: 
Serving Kaslo and area since 1990. 
Commercial, residential. Interior, exterior. 
Free estimates. Seniors’ discount. 250-353-
3415 or 250-353-7128.
WANTED
LOOKING FOR OLD CARS, trucks, 
Indian and Harley motorbikes, a 1966-
1977 Ford Bronco, houses and farms. 
Also looking for old metal signs. Cash 
buyer. Please call 250-299-9841.
WITNESSES WANTED - Looking 
for witnesses who used to work for 

letter to vc@slocanvalleychamber.com.
CARE AIDE REQUIRED  for 
63-year-old disabled woman. Full care 
needed. Please call 358-2220 or email 
harmenniewood@netidea.com.
CAREGIVER NEEDED IMMEDIATELY 
for 71-year-old man – expect five days a 
week. Tiny house available for nominal rent. 
250-358-2756.
HOSPICE
NEW DENVER HOSPICE – Providing 
support at end of life. Office is open every 
Wednesday 1-3 pm, 401 Galena Ave. 
Contact admin@newdenverhospice.ca or 
250-358-7828.
NOTICES
ARE ALCOHOL OR OTHER DRUGS 
a problem in your life? AA, NA and 
ACA (Adult Children of Alcoholics/
Dysfunctional Families), AL-ANON 
(family) meetings can help. For 
information on AA: in New Denver, 250-
358-7158; Nakusp, 250-265-8894; Kaslo, 
250-353-9617. For NA: Nakusp, 778-
549-3110; New Denver, 250-551-4043; 
778-549-3110. For AL-ANON (family): 
New Denver, 250-551-6540. Please, if 
you can’t get through, try another number. 

June 9, 16, 23.
FOR RENT
PRIME RETAIL/COMMERCIAL SPACE 
available for lease on Broadway in Nakusp. 
500 to 2,000 sq/ft. C-1, core commercial. 92 
W Broadway St. 250-265-1568.
FOR SALE
SOLD! FOR SALE: 2012 HD Dyna 
Switchback, 56,000 km, Original owner. 
All service records. No accidents. Garage 
stored. $10,000 OBO. Call or text: 250-
265-8226
HELP WANTED
SLOCAN VALLEY CHAMBER 
OF COMMERCE is seeking a youth 
employee to work full-time at the New 
Denver Visitor Information Centre (35 
hours/week) from June 29 to August 29, 
2026. Duties include greeting visitors, 
providing information, tracking daily 
statistics, and maintaining the Centre 
(cleaning, stocking brochures and 
merchandise). Applicants must be 30 or 
under, personable, enjoy working with 
the public, have general knowledge of the 
area, and be available for the full term. 
Wage: $18.25/hour. Funded by Canada 
Summer Jobs. Submit resume and cover 

BUDDY’S PIZZA, KASLO: Award-
winning, hand-stretched artisan pizza. 
250-353-2282.
FOREVER GREEN. Find out all about the 
Slocan Lake GREEN BURIAL SOCIETY 
online: http://greenburialnewdenver.ca/. 
Also on FB. Lifetime memberships only 
$20. e-transfer to slgreenburialsociety@
gmail.com with contact info, or mail $20 
cheque to SLGBS, Box 69, New Denver, 
V0G 1S0.

THE FRIDAY MARKET happens in 
New Denver every Friday from 9:30 
am to 1:30 pm. Our well-established 
gem of a market is in the heart of the 
village under the shade of beautiful 
maple trees. We offer a bounty of local 
produce, food products, flowers, herbs 
and artisan wares. Find us on Facebook 
for weekly vendor updates. Email: 
ndfridaymarket@gmail.com
HILLS RECREATION SOCIETY 
AGM, Sunday, June 14, 4:00 pm, 
Community Hall in Hills.
SENIORS’ SOCIAL: Coffee’s on!!! Slocan 
Park Community Hall. Tuesday 10 am-noon. 

CLASSIFIED ADS

HOSPICE

ANNOUNCEMENTS

HELP WANTED

PETS

FOR SALE

FOR RENT

WANTED

COMING EVENTS

NOTICES

SERVICES

NAKUSP & AREA
Bon Marche Dollar Dollar
Open 9 am - 5 pm Monday to Saturday. 
Facebook: Bon Marche Dollar Dollar Nakusp • bonmarchedollar@telus.net 250-265-3644 

Crescent Bay Construction Ltd. 
Open Mon-Sat, 8 am-5 pm cresbay@telus.net • 250-265-3747

Kim’s Kustoms
Open regular hours, 8:30 am-5:30 pm
250-265-4012 

Nakusp Glass
Open Monday - Friday 9-5
Drop in, call or email to make an appointment. 250-265-3252, nakuspglass@gmail.com

Royal LePage Selkirk Realty
Open Mon-Fri 9:30 am - 12 noon, 1 pm - 4:30 pm.
Our agents are more than happy to help!
250-265-3635; Nakusp@royallepage.ca

Shon’s Bike - Ski - Stay
Mon-Sat, 9 am-5:30 pm
Please drop off bike repairs to the front entrance of the shop.
No appointments are necessary for bike tune-ups. Our coffee shop and lounge area is 
open. For all inquiries, call us at 250-265-3332, email info@shons.ca, website: www.
shons.ca, Facebook: Shon’s Bike-Ski-Stay.

Save-On-Foods
Open 8 am-7 pm. Bottle returns - up to 2 dozen max. 250-265-3662.

KASLO & AREA
Kaslo Building Supplies-Kaslo
Open 7:30-5 Mon-Sat, Open Sundays and most stat holidays 10-2

250-353-7628, kaslo.building@telus.net, www.kaslobuilding.com 

Angry Hen Brewing Company
Open for patio and inside seating with off-sales for beer to go, 7 days a week! Phone to 
pre-order or to arrange a ‘beer-it-forward’ delivery for a friend. 250-353-7446, lounge@
angryhenbrewing.com, Facebook, Instagram.
Cornucopia
Now open Mon-Sat, 9:00 - 5:30, closed Sunday
250-353-2594; cornkaslo@gmail.com; Facebook Cornucopiakaslo

JB’s Pub & Restaurant
Wednesday to Sunday, 3-8 pm, Happy Hour 3-5 pm. Family-friendly dining and casual 
pub atmosphere! Take out, off-sales available, call 250-353-7716.

Jones Boys Boats
We are open for business! www.jonesboysboats.com
250.353.2550 info@jonesboysboats.com 
https://www.facebook.com/Jonesboysboats

Kaslo Hotel
Restaurant & Pub open 11:30 am-9 pm. Front desk open 8 am-9 pm. Call or check our website 
for reservations. Check our Facebook page for upcoming events. Strict sanitizing protocols in 
place. 250-353-7714, www.kaslohotel.com.

Kaslo Mechanical
Open! Tuesday - Friday 9 am - 5 pm, Saturday 9 am - 1 pm
Closed long weekends. 6336 Hwy 31, Kaslo • 250-353-7409

Kul Nijjar, REALTOR(R) Fair Realty Ltd.
Open! kul@kulnijjar.ca, 250-505-4722

Sunnyside Naturals
Open Mon-Sat, 9 am-6 pm
Food takeout
Phone orders and delivery available. 250-353-9667

Woodbury Resort
Motels, Cabins, serviced RV sites, tenting. Full-service Marina including fuel, tackle, fishing 
licenses and boat rentals! Contact for reservations or inquiries. Ph: 250-353-7717. wood-
buryresort@netidea.com

SLOCAN VALLEY
NEW DENVER
Glacier View Service
Open 7 days, 8 am - 5:30 pm
250-358-2445

New Market Foods
Open every day, 8 am-7 pm
You can call the store at 250-358-2270 or email shop@newmarketfoods.com
https://www.newmarketfoods.com/

Raven’s Nest
The Walrus is back! The long-awaited biography of the late David “Walrus” Garrick, 
who briefly called New Denver home, is now available. After reading historian 
Catherine Gilbert’s Walrus: The Remarkable Life of Eco-Warrior David Garrick, 
Green Party MP and Leader Elizabeth May wrote, “As a friend of Walrus, I mostly 
spent time with him through my close and dear friend Colleen McCrory – working 
with Colleen and Walrus in the years they worked with amazing NDP MP, Jim 
Fulton...To anyone picking up this book, know that it is a treasure, not just the story 
of the life of one amazing man – but a critical historical record of the origins of the 
British Columbian, Canadian and even the planetary and global environmental 

movement.” • Hours: Monday to Saturday, 10:00 am – 4:30 pm • 250-358-2178 • 
Facebook & Instagram • RavensNestBC.com •

Valley Voice
1-833-501-1700; valleyvoice@valleyvoice.ca, www.valleyvoice.ca

SILVERTON
Silverton Building Supplies
Open Monday - Saturday 8 am - 5 pm. Your Slocan Valley Timber Mart BUILDING CENTRE. 
Fully stocked lumber yard for all your building and renovation needs, plus tools, hardware, 
housewares, camping supplies, propane, ice, farm and pet supplies, and much more. 100% 
locally owned and operated.  Quality products, competitive prices, weekly ordering, affordable 
deliveries,  friendly and knowledgeable staff.  250-358-2293.  
Silverton Camp Café
Open year-round, 7 days a week including holidays! Everything fresh baked daily. Mon-
day-Saturday 9:00-4:00, Sunday 9-3. 780-660-3784
Silverton General Store 
A little bit of everything. Providing organic, local, natural foods, café with dine-in and takeout 
options, artisan wares and gifts, antiques, koots kids clothing by donation and coin-operated 
laundromat. 250-358-2284 www.silvertongeneralstore.ca 
Caravan Company Goods
Ph:250-505-9609 or 250-505-6536 Mosshilldesign@gmail.com 
Located at #202 Lake Avenue Silverton, BC
A little store with a big heart! New women’s seasonal fashions, curated second-hand 
clothing, gifts, home goods, rugs, bath products and so much more. We have some-
thing for everyone!

SLOCAN
Slocan Village Market
Open every day 9 am - 8 pm
Slocan Village Market is your local, affordable market. We are proud to offer a wide range of 
products including: Full grocery selection - Organic, Locally produced and Natural products - 
Fresh Produce - Beer, Wine and Liquor - Meat Department - In-store Deli & Bakery - Health 
& Beauty - Lotto - Hunting & Fishing  & Much More!! 250-355-2211, svmkt@telus.net

WINLAW
Emery Herbals Botanical Dispensary, Healing Suites and 
Teaching Centre
Colleen Emery, Cl.H, RHT (BCHA) is seeing clients online, onsite or via phone. New clients 
welcome. Email colleen@emeryherbals.com to book an appointment. The Botanical Dis-
pensary is open to the public Wednesday, Thursday and Friday 12 - 4. Order requests can 
be sent to orders@emeryherbals.com or phone 250 226 7744 All workshops and programs 
are offered online and onsite in Winlaw at the Teaching Centre.

Gaia Tree Whole Foods Mon-Sat 9 am-6 pm; Sun 10 am-4 pm Email to order for 
pick-up: gaiatreewholefoods@gmail.com  250-226-7255
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by Jay-Dell Mah
The Nakusp-Lucerne track and 

field team will send seven athletes to 
the BC provincial finals in Langley 
next month.

The team, with coach Brandon 
Hempel  a t  the  helm,  had a 
remarkable effort at the Kootenay 
Zone Track & Field Championship 
in Cranbrook.

At the finals on May 20, Noah 
Piper paced the team, winning three 
events (the boys senior 100- and 
200-metre dashes and the long 
jump). 

Angus Gueret excelled in the 
Special Olympics category, winning 
the 100- and 400-metre races and 
the shot put.

Middle distance runners Ethan 
Rainford-Holsworth and Fisher 
Vibe-Coleman were major winners. 
Ethan was tops in the senior 1,500 
and 3,000 metre runs, and second in 
the 800. Fisher won the junior 1,500 
and 3,000 and was fourth in the 800.

Avrie Jackins took home a pair 
of blue ribbons for winning the 
senior 200 metres and the long 
jump.

Teagan Haley finished first in 
the senior 110-metre hurdles (and 
placed second in the high jump).

Betsy Herlitz out-raced the field 
in the senior 100-metre hurdles.

In addition to the 14 first place 
finishes, the Nakusp-Lucerne team 
collected six seconds and seven 
thirds.

The BC finals are set for June 4 
to 6 at McLeod Stadium in Langley.

Angus Gueret

Nakusp-Lucerne team to send seven 
athletes to provincial track and field finals

Ken Marshall passed away 
after a full and active life, leaving 
behind a lasting legacy in family, 
community and business.

Ken was born in Nakusp and 
raised in Burton City where his 
family were among the first pioneers 
of the area. 

Ken attended high school in 
Kelowna where he met and later 

Ken Marshall
December 14 1934 - 

May 7 2026

married Marilyn, a union which would last 63 years.
In 1961 they moved to Nakusp with their three young children where 

they started to build their life together. 
Ken was a respected businessman, developer, investor, entrepreneur 

and longtime real estate agent. Known as a sharp dresser, he was a true 
mover and shaker of his generation. Ken approached life with energy and 
determination.

A lifelong baseball fan, Ken especially loved cheering for the Toronto 
Blue Jays. Ken never lost his sense of adventure; he and his partner Ineke 
would often drive back roads just for fun.

Ken will be remembered for his curiosity, generosity, and ability to 
build not only businesses and homes but lasting friendships and memories.

Ken was predeceased by his wife Marilyn Marshall, and brother Lorne 
Marshall.

He is lovingly remembered by his daughter Debbie (Darrel) Phippen, son 
Gordon (Lee-Anne) Marshall, daughter Nan (Tom) Marshall, grandchildren 
Matt (Kim) Phippen, Scott Phippen, Cole (Julie) Marshall, Rane (Alora-
Brie) Marshall, Shayla Marshall, Logan Marshall, Alaura (Brian) Bibby, 
Clark (Juny) Bibby. Great grandchildren: Jessica, Ashton, Dax, Ella and 
Mya. Partner Ineke Ross, daughter Bonny Watson and pup Joey.

The family wishes to extend their thanks and gratitude to Dr. Ridge and 
the nursing and homecare staff of the Arrow Lakes Hospital.

Please join us for a celebration of life at the Nakusp Legion on 
Sunday, July 26, 2026 at 1:00 pm. 

In honour of Ken, the family will each wear a tie from his collection. 
If you have a tie, please wear it to the celebration of life. 

We’ll meet again with those we love... For the heart never forgets.

OSTEOPATHIC MANUAL PRACTITIONER
Karina Gregory

Helping Build the Life you Love 
by Supporting Your Health and Well-being

Now Providing Osteopathic Treatments 
Sunday-Wednesday in Nelson, BC 

Thursday-Friday in Slocan, BC
To book an appointment text or call 514-238-9510

www.karinagregory.ca

The family of Gordon Chernoff would like to invite all  
friends and loved ones to join them for a  

Celebration of Life in his honour.
Saturday, June 13, 2026

12:00 pm – 4:00 pm
Mercer Celgar Board Room

1995 6th Ave.
Castlegar, BC

Prior to the celebration, Gordon’s ashes will be interred at:
Ootischenia Cemetery

11:00 am
Family and friends are welcome to attend both gatherings as 
we come together to remember and celebrate Gordon’s life.
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Ethan Rainford-Holsworth and 
Fisher Vibe-Coleman
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Nakusp Secondary rates highly in theatre arts in Vancouver
by Jay-Dell Mah

A troupe of  f ive Nakusp 
Secondary School students were 
at UBC Vancouver last week to 
participate in STAR Fest West 
Nationals, where they performed a 
monologue, a duo, and an ensemble 
piece for adjudication, participated in 
acting professional workshops, and 
created several ‘Plays-in-a-Day’ – a 
24-hour challenge in which they are 

part of teams of acting students from 
Western Canada that write, practice, 
and perform a one-act play in just 
24 hours.

Teacher sponsors Naomi Smedbol 
and Ben Gehrels emphasized that all 
students performed exceptionally 
well, and that the tiny troupe was 
repeatedly identified for its strong 
performances. 

The students did exctremely well 
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in adjudication: all performances 
earned ribbons, which meant our 
school was further honoured with a 
troupe award. The ensemble piece 
Applause, featuring Timothy Roberts, 
Yelena Montgomery and Hax 
Rombough, earned the high rating 

of Proficient, which is honoured on 
stage and with a red ribbon. The duo 
Fight over Fuchsia, featuring Betsy 
Herlitz and Livia Foster, as well as 
the Contrasting Monologues Titania/
Tyne by Betsy Herlitz, both earned 
the Advanced purple ribbon, the 

highest honour at the festival!
Herltiz,  who had been in 

Cranbrook competing in the Kootenay 
Zone Track & Field Finals (and won a 
spot in the provincial finals) flew from 
the interior to Vancouver in time to 
make the drama events.

Words from his grandaughter 
Ashlee: With profound love and 
admiration, we bid farewell to James 
Henry George, born May 25, 1933, 
in New Denver, British Columbia, 
who has transitioned to eternal 
life, reuniting with his youngest 
son Matthew, brothers Ernie and 
David, and many cherished family 
members and friends who preceded 
him. 

James George
May 25, 1933 –  
May 07, 2026

I had the honour of being his eldest Granddaughter and I am even 
more honoured to celebrate his life. Though words struggle to capture the 
essence of this extraordinary man, one thing is clear: he was the unwavering 
foundation, guiding light, and heartbeat of our family for nearly 93 years. 
His nickname ‘Brick’ was well-deserved. Fond memories abound, from 
thrilling quad rides through the backcountry, where willows whipped against 
us, to skeet shooting, fishing trips (though I humourously confess to being 
no angler), and countless other adventures. He generously shared his vast 
knowledge with all who knew him. A highlight was conquering Retallack’s 
slopes with him on his snowmobile just a year ago, his face beaming with 
joy. What a legend, living life to the fullest until the very end. His absence 
will be deeply felt, yet his legacy endures. He will be sorely missed by all 
who knew him.

“May the wind always be at your back, the sunshine upon your face. 
And may the wings of destiny carry you aloft to dance with the stars.”

Service to be announced. 

Nakusp Secondary School students Yelena Montgomery, Hax Rombough, Betsy Herlitz, Livia 
Foster and Timothy Roberts traveled to Vancouver with teacher sponsors Naomi Smedbol and 

Ben Gehrels to partcicipate in the STAR Fest West Nationals.


