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Locally owned and operated

by Nikko Snyder 
As part of an active investigation 

to locate two missing children, RCMP 
executed a search of Edgewood 
resident Don Turner’s property on July 
16, 2026. The missing children were 
not present. 

Police were looking for Lanakai 
Morrison, age 6, and Karl Morrison, 
age 4, who have been missing since 
July 7, 2026. They are believed to be 
with their mother, 35-year-old Krista 
Morrison and her partner (Karl’s 
father), 35-year-old Daniel Ludwig. 

An AMBER Alert was issued by 
Alberta RCMP on July 7, 2026 after 
Lanakai and Karl were taken by their 
mother from Valhalla Centre, Alberta. 
According to a CBC article, RCMP 
spokesperson Cpl. Gina Slaney said 
the children were abducted after a 
court hearing found Lanakai should 
be with his father and Karl should be 
put into foster care.

The AMBER Alert was expanded 
to BC on July 8 after Lanakai was seen 
in Fort St. John. Although the Amber 
Alert was subsequently cancelled 

RCMP searches Edgewood property for missing children
on July 10, as of press time the 
children remain missing and a police 
investigation into their whereabouts 
continues. 

The RCMP investigation led 
to police searching Don Turner’s 
Edgewood property on July 16. 

Turner’s account
Seventy-five-year-old Don Turner, 

known locally as Alberta Bill, resides 
part-time in Edgewood, BC and part-
time near Spirit River in northern 
Alberta. Turner told the Valley Voice
that on the evening of July 16 he was 
having supper with his neighbour 
(65-year-old Linda White, who also 
resides on his Edgewood property) 
when they noticed a drone flying 
directly outside the window. 

With the intention of removing or 
disabling it, Turner says he grabbed a 
broom and went out onto the porch, 
where he saw a helicopter hovering 
above his home and what he describes 
as two military-style all-wheel drive 
vehicles coming down his driveway. 
One of the vehicles had a battering 

ram attached. 
“A loudspeaker blares out, ‘Drop 

the broom, drop the broom,’ you know, 
in ordering fashion,” said Turner. 
“And I realized, okay, this is not a 
social visit. That is very likely – I 
assumed at first – the army.”

Turner says that he, White, and 
Mike Haywood, a third resident of 
the property, were then handcuffed 
with zip ties, driven to the town’s 
main road on the edge of the property, 
interrogated, and held for four to 
five hours while police searched the 
property. 

Al though Turner  says  he 
repeatedly demanded to see a search 
warrant, police did not produce one. 
RCMP Cpl. Gina Slaney confirmed 
that in the case of an apprehension 
order (such as the one issued by a 
judge for the apprehension of Lanakai 
and Karl Morrison), a search warrant 
is not required if police believe the 
children to be at a certain location. 

According to Turner, police 
remained on the scene until around Edgewood property owner Don Turner (known locally as Alberta Bill) surveys the damage after 

RCMP searched his property for two missing children on July 16, 2026. 
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Village of Kaslo to seek legal counsel for concerns raised by South 
Beach Working Group
by Rachael Lesosky,  Local 
Journalism Initiative reporter

A citizen group’s efforts to 
p ro tec t  Sou th  Beach  f rom 
development shook council during 
its July 14, 2026 meeting, after 
the Village received a letter from 
the group’s legal counsel with 
concerns – and an ultimatum – about 
the Purchase and Sale Agreement 
(PSA) with Quality Property (QP) 
Developments.

Nathalie J. Baker, partner at 
Eyford Partners LLP and legal 
counsel for the South Beach Working 

Group (SBWG), presented the 
Village with a challenge: respond to 
the SBWG’s questions and concerns 
by August 1, or she will file an 
application for judicial review to 
challenge the PSA.

The PSA outlines terms and 
conditions that must be met before 
QP Developments can proceed with 
an RV park on the South Beach 
lands.

Ms. Baker sent her first letter to 
the Village on December 23, 2025, 
saying that the proposed rezoning of 
South Beach to enable the RV park 

is in contradiction to Kaslo’s Official 
Community Plan (OCP). She hoped 
council would recognize the need for 
a public review of the OCP.

However, Ms. Baker states in 
a new letter, dated June 26, 2026, 
that the Village never responded to 
her original letter. In that time, the 
Village signed the Purchase and Sale 
Agreement with QP Developments 
on May 11, 2026.

“The developments since that 
date – including the material changes 
to the Purchase and Sale Agreement, 
the Ministry of Environment’s 
confirmation of contaminated site 
obligations, and the unresolved 
development permit questions – 
increase rather than diminish the 
importance of council, and the 
public, receiving direct, complete, 
and written answers to the questions 
raised in this letter,” writes Ms. 
Baker.

Councillor Matthew Brown 

brought the correspondence forward.
“Many of the points that 

are brought up are things that I 
personally find concerning and that I 
would want to have addressed before 
moving forward with any further 
action on the RV park,” he said.

Ms. Baker notes that there seem 
to be significant changes to the 
PSA that didn’t receive council 
direction, mostly pertaining to the 
proposed rezoning bylaw. With 
South Beach’s past industrial use, 
the Village may have contaminated 
site statutory obligations that cannot 
be waived by contract. Ms. Baker 
also writes that it’s unclear whether 
the proposed lot consolidation 
triggers a development permit, in the 
context of the Lakefront Protection 
Development Permit Area.

Both Mayor Suzan Hewat and 
Councillor Molly Leathwood said 
the questions raised in Ms. Baker’s 
letter cannot be fully answered yet, 
as the developer and the Village are 
still working through the terms and 
conditions of the PSA.

Councillor Rob Lang highlighted 
the amount of time, energy, money, 
and staff resources that have gone 
into the process.

“The process needs to be allowed 
to play out,” he said. “[The process] 
gives council lots of opportunity to 
back out at whatever point they find 
things are not to their liking… So I 
would hope that council would just 
relax and let things go forward in an 
orderly fashion until we reach some 
genuine roadblocks instead of sort 
of dreaming up excuses for putting 
a stick in the spokes.”

Councillor Brown said he is also 
fatigued by the conversation, but felt 

it’s very important.
“I don’t want to put more money 

into this. I don’t want to put in 
more staff time,” he said. “But this 
is what is before us… On behalf 
of our constituents, we have to do 
everything we can to ensure that 
they are faithfully being represented 
through this process.”

C A O  R o b e r t  B a k e r 
acknowledged that staff are not legal 
experts and it would be prudent to 
consult the Village’s lawyer.

Council decided to refer the June 
26 letter from Ms. Baker to legal 
counsel. The financial plan will also 
be amended to allocate $6,000 for 
legal expenses related to the PSA, 
to come from surplus. Mayor Hewat 
and Councillor Leathwood were 
opposed to this motion.

The lawyer’s advice may be to 
not respond to the letter, said CAO 
Baker. A judicial review would focus 
on the process council followed to 
develop the PSA, rather than the 
content of the agreement, and it 
may not necessarily incur significant 
costs for the Village.

Mayor Hewat also wanted 
the letter to be referred to QP 
Developments for review. She 
said the developer has been very 
responsive to council’s amendments 
to the PSA, and may be able to 
propose changes that could relieve 
the issues brought forward by SBWG 
and Ms. Baker. The Mayor and 
Councillors Lang and Leathwood 
voted in favour of this motion, while 
Councillors Brown and Erika Bird 
were opposed.

Another item on the agenda was 
a revision to the PSA to update the 
mapping schedules. It also proposed 
extending the closing date from 
October 30, 2026 to February 28, 
2027.

Council voted to refer this 
decision to the August meeting in 
order to receive legal counsel and 
input from the developer.
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Four calves born at the Central Selkirk Caribou Maternity Pen 
submitted by Arrow Lakes Caribou 
Society

This spring, one female and three 
male caribou calves were born in the 
Central Selkirk Caribou Maternity 
Pen. Although Arrow Lakes Caribou 
Society (ALCS) did not receive the 
laboratory pregnancy test results in time 
to  confirm which cows were pregnant 
at the time of capture in March 2026, 
shepherds closely monitored the herd 
throughout the season and identified 
four cows showing signs consistent with 
pregnancy. The remaining five cows 
did not display behavioural or physical 
indicators of pregnancy. 

The calves were born between 
May 28 and June 23. The three male 
calves are healthy and gaining weight 
steadily under close daily monitoring. 
The female calf, however, failed to 
nurse and developed acute neonatal 
septicemia, passing away despite prompt 
intervention by shepherds. Veterinary 

assessment confirmed mastitis in the 
cow’s dam, a painful condition of the 
udder that likely contributed to the 
calf’s inability to nurse. The cow has 
been treated and is now being monitored 
closely as she recovers. 

Caribou will remain in the maternity 
pen until they are released from the pen 
in mid-July 2026, once the youngest calf 
is at least six weeks old.  

Throughout the penning season, 
caribou are closely monitored by a 
dedicated team that includes two wildlife 
technicians, ALCS team members, and 
wildlife biologists. Veterinary oversight 
is led by Dr. Amélie Mathieu, with 
support during the calving period from 
veterinary technician Dan Wallon of 
the Columbus Zoo and Aquarium. 
Ministry of Water, Land, and Resource 
Stewardship staff have also assisted with 
shepherding.  

Access to the Kuskanax Forest 
Service Road is controlled at 600 metres 

submitted by BC Wildfire Service
Effective at 12 pm on  July 23, 2026, 

Category 1 campfire will be prohibited 
throughout the Southeast Fire Centre. 
This prohibition is being enacted to help 
prevent human-caused wildfires and 
protect public safety.

Anyone conducting a Category 
1 campfire within the Southeast Fire 
Centre’s jurisdiction must extinguish it 
by the 12 pm, July 23 deadline.

The prohibition will remain in place 
until 12 pm on October 31, 2026, or until 
the order is rescinded.

A Category 1 campfire is a fire that 
burns:
• No larger than 0.5 metres in height 

and 0.5 metres in width
• Used for recreation or by a First 

Nation for ceremonial purposes
Also prohibited is the following: air 

curtain burners; carbonizers; fireworks 
as defined in the Fireworks Act of BC; 
binary exploding targets; burn barrels 
or burn cages of any size or description; 
controlled air incinerators; sky lanterns; 
wood-fired hot tubs; wood-fired pizza 
ovens; and other wood-fired devices 

Category 1 campfire ban effective July 23 until further notice

up from Hot Springs Road. Access is 
currently open but should be limited to 
reduce disturbances causing undue stress 
to the caribou during the critical calving 
and neonatal periods. Slow, quiet, and 
respectful access is permitted under the 
direction of ALCS. Sound management 
in the vicinity of the pen is paramount 
to minimize disturbance to the caribou. 

We are grateful to the community, 
project partners, and supporters whose 
commitment makes this work possible. 
Your continued involvement supports the 
maternity pen program and contributes 
to the recovery of the Central Selkirk 
herd. 

For more information about 
t he  Cen t r a l  Se lk i rk  Car ibou 
Maternity Pen, visit our website 
(arrowlakescaribousociety.com) and 
social media pages (Facebook: @
arrowlakescaribou; Instagram: @arrow_
lakes_caribou) or contact al.caribou.
society@gmail.com.

unless vented through a structure that has 
a flue and is incorporated in a building.

The prohibition does not include the 
use of outdoor stoves. An outdoor stove 
is a CSA-rated or ULC-rated device used 
outdoors for cooking, heat or ambiance 
that burns charcoal briquettes, liquid fuel 
or gaseous fuel and has a flame height that 
is less than 15 cm tall. 

Reminder that Category 2 open 
fires have been prohibited since July 
10, and Category 3 open fires have been 
prohibited since May 21.

This prohibition applies to all areas in 
the Southeast Fire Centre that are outside 
of municipal boundaries. It also applies 
to all lands in the Villages of Slocan and 
Silverton municipalities.

In addition, this prohibition 
applies to the following types of land 
within municipal boundaries: parks, 
conservancies and recreation areas; 
recreation sites, recreation trails, 
interpretive forest sites and trail-based 
recreation areas; ecological reserves; 
wildlife management areas; and private 
managed forest land. 

Municipalities often follow BC 
Wildfire Service prohibitions or may 

impose different prohibitions based on 
conditions in their local area. If you are 
in a municipality, be sure to check if local 
prohibitions are in place. If you are within 
a regional district or improvement district, 
this prohibition applies as well as any 
local prohibition issued by the regional 
district or improvement district. BC Parks 
follows BC Wildfire Service prohibitions.

The BC government recognizes 
that people also enjoy having campfires, 
so it takes any decision to implement 
a campfire prohibition very seriously. 

Wildfire prevention is a shared 
responsibility. Human-caused wildfires 
are completely preventable and divert 
critical resources away from lightning-
caused wildfires.

Offences and fines
Anyone found in contravention of 

an open fire prohibition may be issued 
a ticket for $1,150, required to pay an 
administrative penalty of $10,000, or, if 
convicted in court, fined up to $100,000 
and/or sentenced for up to one year in jail.

If your fire causes or contributes to 
a wildfire, you may be fined up to $1 
million and/or sentenced to up to 3 years 
in jail, as well as be responsible for all 
firefighting and associated costs.  

Report a wildfire 
Report a wildfire, unattended 

campfire, or open burning violation by:
Dialing *5555 on a cell phone
Calling 1 800 663-5555 toll-free
Reporting through the BC Wildfire 

App with the Report a fire function.
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Four caribou calves were born this spring in the Central Selkirk Caribou Maternity Pen. Three 
male calves are growing well, while one female calf sadly passed away.
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submitted by the Ministry of Forests
Forest Service Roads are built 

and maintained primarily to support 
industrial activities, including forestry 
operations. When they are no longer 
necessary for those purposes, the 
Province routinely assesses their need 
and may deactivate them in the interest 
of public safety.

The Incomappleux Val ley 
is accessed via a narrow entrance 
featuring a crevice bridge beside the 
Incomappleux River that is exposed 
to significant rockfall hazards and is 
considered unsafe due to structural 
damage from a significant rockfall 
event dating back to 2005. This 
decision was based on Ministry 
of Forests Bridge Engineer ’s 
assessments.

 Because of ongoing safety 
concerns at the crevice bridge, the 
Incomappleux Forest Service Road 
(FSR) has been closed multiple 
times since 2005, gated in 2017, 
and formally closed by the Selkirk 
Resource District Manager on October 

5, 2021.
The public continued to access 

the site after it was gated in 2021 with 
gating and barriers being damaged or 
removed. This has resulted in a need 
to install additional barriers.

B e f o r e  p r o c e e d i n g  w i t h 
deactivation, the ministry completed 
stakeholder engagement, including 
notification of property owners 
and other interested parties. A key 
purpose of this process is to determine 
whether another tenure holder requires 
continued use of the road, and if 
they want to assume responsibility 
for the road by way of a Licence of 
Occupation under the Land Act.

Notice of the road closure and 
ineligibility for maintenance and 
repair funding has been communicated 
to landowners in the valley through 
posted notices on the FSR, by letter 
via posted mail in 2021, 2023 and 
2024 and by email. 

There has been information posted 
on the Selkirk Natural Resource 
District road safety information 

website since 2020, advising that the 
FSR was closed and that there was no 
planned repair date. 

Additionally, there have been 
signs posted at the start of the FSR 
indicating that the road is closed due 
to public safety concerns. The draft 
deactivation plans were posted on the 
website and advertised in the Valley 
Voice for public commenting in 2025. 
All the comments that were received 
will be reviewed and considered 
by the decision maker prior to the 
deactivation project moving forward. 

FSRs are deactivated in a planned 
manner that considers road user 
safety, cost efficiency, values at 
risk and future access needs. The 
Incomappleux FSR has been slated 
for deactivation since 2021.

Under the Forest and Range 
Practices Act, the ministry’s District 
Manager may close an FSR if they 
believe that use of the road would be a 
risk to public safety. The Incomappleux 
FSR was closed, with the intent to 
deactivate it as it is no longer required 

for industrial use and does not meet 
the funding policy for maintenance or 
repair funding which prioritizes access 
to rural communities, rural residences 
and high-value recreation.

There are approximately 140 
privately owned parcels in the valley 
(owned by about 28 landowners). 
The understanding of the ministry 
to date is that there is one property 
with residents on the west side of 
the Incomappleux River. On the 
east side of the river (Cambourne) 
eight structures have been identified, 
and our understanding is that there 
is one year-round resident with the 
remaining structures for seasonal use. 
As noted above, road access to these 
properties has been gated since 2017.

Once deactivation is complete, 
the road corridor will revert to 
vacant Crown land. At that time, 
interested parties may apply through 
the Ministry of Water, Land and 
Resource Stewardship for a Licence 
of Occupation under the Land Act and, 
if approved, assume responsibility for 

Ministry of Forests update on Incomappleux Forest Service Road
the road.

In the 2026 f ield season, 
deactivation work will be completed 
on the west side of the Incomappleux 
River. Further to this, professionals 
will attend the site to examine the 
structures and areas of concern and 
identify recommendations to remediate 
the safety and environmental risks for 
the remaining FSR on the east side of 
the river. 

If time allows, deactivation 
work will commence on the east 
side working back to the N5-035 
bridge. Plans will be developed in 
the 2026 field season for the removal 
of the N5-125 (crevice bridge) and 
N5-035 (green bridge) which will be 
targeted for the 2027 field season.

The deactivation will not impact 
wildfire response or emergency 
response as this road has been gated 
since 2017 and no access has been 
allowed to landowners or the public. 
Any emergency response will need to 
be completed via helicopter including 
access for wildfire response.

11 pm, at which point Turner, White 
and Haywood were permitted to return 
home. White told the Valley Voice that 
as police left, they said they would 
be back.

Cpl. Slaney confirmed that the 
search was conducted by the Alberta 
RCMP Major Crimes Unit on July 16 
at approximately 7 pm, and that the 
property was released back to owners 
at 10:41 pm. She told the Valley Voice

that the three residents were held in 
flex cuffs (cuffed to the front) for 60-
90 minutes.

The following day, Turner says he 
discovered significant damage to his 
property, including broken windows 
and bashed in doors. Turner says that 
during the search he told police that 
all the doors on the property were 
unlocked, and that keys could be 
provided for the locked storage shed 
and sea can on the property.

“I know [the police] have a job 
to do,” Linda White told the Valley 
Voice. “But [the children] are not here, 
they haven’t been here, and we’ve 
been cooperative. There’s no reason 
for anything they did. Every piece 
of destruction, you look at it and say, 
‘But why?’”

Following the incident, Don 
Turner invited members of the 
community to visit his property to 
see the damage firsthand.  

Why was Turner’s 
property on the 
RCMP’s radar? 

Don Turner says it was no surprise 
to him that police would suspect Krista 
Morrison and Daniel Ludwig might 
be hiding with the missing children 
on his property. 

Turner is a long-time friend 
of Daniel Ludwig’s family, his 
relationship to the Ludwigs extending 

back to around 1994. Daniel is the son 
of Benjamin Ludwig and the grandson 
of Wiebo Ludwig, who gained 
notoriety when he was convicted of 
sabotaging oil and gas wells in Alberta 
in the 1990s.  

Turner says he has supported 
Daniel Ludwig and Krista Morisson in 
various ways over the years. Ludwig, 
Morrison and the two children lived 
on Turner’s Edgewood property in 
the summer of 2024, and since then 
have spent time living on Turner’s 
properties in northern Alberta on and 
off until late 2025. However, Turner 
told the Valley Voice that the last direct 
contact he had with Daniel Ludwig 
was in late June, prior to the AMBER 
Alert.  

It was because of this close and 
ongoing relationship that Turner 
expected police to identify his 
Edgewood home as a possible hideout 
for the missing family. He says that 
according to his partner Pat, police 
had visited their Alberta property 
twice during the AMBER Alert, on or 
around July 9.

Turner says he decided to 
proactively reach out to the RCMP 
himself. He says he called the Nakusp 
RCMP detachment on July 9 to tell 
them that Morrison and Ludwig were 
not at his property, and to invite them 
to come and check for themselves. 

He said he first spoke on the phone 
with an after-hours dispatch officer, 

and then with a Nakusp police officer 
who later returned his call (Turner 
was not able to name the officer). The 
following day, he says he received 
a call from Cst. Damchuk with the 
Serious Crimes Unit of the RCMP in 
Edmonton, and gave him the same 
information.

Cpl. Slaney confirmed that Don 
Turner did contact the RCMP, but said 
he did not give police permission to go 
to the Edgewood property, nor offer 
to take police there. Instead, he told 
police he would have someone check 
the property. “When Cst. Damchuk 
contacted him to follow up, Don told 
him that the family was not there and 
that we didn’t have to go,” Cpl. Slaney 
told the Valley Voice. “He told Cst. 
Damchuk we could check his property 
near Spirit River and Damchuk went 
there to speak with Don’s wife. Don 
was not there.” 

What next?
Although the AMBER Alert was 

cancelled on July 10, Daniel Ludwig, 
Krista Morrison, Lanakai and Karl are 
still missing, and according to a July 10 
RCMP press release, “Alberta RCMP 
continue to investigate the abduction 
of Lanakai and the whereabouts of the 
other individuals.”

Don Turner says that he wants to 
share his story, and that he has recently 
spoken with Daniel Ludwig’s father, 

Benjamin Ludwig, about promoting a 
Go Fund Me page to raise money to 
pay for a lawyer for Krista and Daniel. 

For her part, Linda White says 
she hasn’t slept well since the search 
took place. She is concerned about the 
conduct of police during the incident, 
believing that receipts should have 
been provided for items seized during 
the search, and that information about 
victim services should have been 
offered. 

She says she has reached out to 
the RCMP in Nakusp and Vernon to 
make a complaint, and was referred to 
the Civilian Review and Complaints 
Commission for the RCMP (CRCC), 
which is an independent agency that 
seeks to ensure that public complaints 
made about the conduct of RCMP 
members are examined fairly and 
impartially. 

Regarding the conduct of police 
during the search, Cpl. Slaney 
confirmed that police are not required 
to provide receipts for items seized in a 
search, and that all required processes 
were followed. She also provided 
clarification on victim services. 
“Victim services is a program for 
victims,” she told the Valley Voice. 
“As police were there lawfully, they 
would not qualify.” With regards to 
property damage occurring as a result 
of a search, Cpl. Slaney said residents 
can seek compensation through the 
National Claims Centre. 

RCMP searches Edgewood property for missing children
continued from page 1
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fireweed and the other plants making a 
comeback. I set to work.

Many of us have noticed how 
invasive plants – non-native plants 
that colonize and push out native 
plants – are quickly advancing in burnt 
areas and along fire breaks. Yellow 
and orange hawkweed, knapweed, 
thistles and others are spreading into 
areas laid bare, especially through 
post disturbance logging. Running 
heavy machinery through burnt areas 
disturbs and compacts the soil, adding 
insult to injury and slowing down forest 
recovery by decades.

For my birthday, I give thanks 
to the Earth that has provided me 
everything I needed to arrive at the 
age of 64 – a body, water, air, food, 
shelter, community, solace – and 
give something back.  In the hot sun, 
I remove and bag blossoms, pull 
plants that lend to uprooting and dig 
those with deep roots. What keeps me 
working until part of the cutblock is 
cleared, is the gratitude and the love I 
offer this ravaged ground.  As Robin 
Wall Kimmerer puts it, where “people 
and land are good medicine for each 
other.”

In an ideal world, those who 
came and took the trees, disturbed the  
ground and made money from this 
venture (SIFCo), would also be the 
ones to care for what happens next. 
In the meantime, I invite all those 
who appreciate our homeplace to pay 
attention and step up when you see 
invasive plants making their move. I 
draw particular attention to Valhalla 

My new microwave
After many years of great service 

I wondered if my microwave was 
going to give out soon, as the light in 
it seemed to be dimmer.

I decided to upgrade and look 
for a new one, as a microwave in this 
day and age is almost an essential 
appliance.

Since I no longer drive, my 
neighbour offered to take me to the 
city where we could look for a new 
microwave.

At the store there was a large 
selection of microwaves – all neatly 
boxed but  with no sales person to assist 
us with our selection. That didn’t matter 
to me as I knew I just wanted a new 
version of the brand that has served me 
well for many years.

I purchased the new microwave, 
but noted that it was a lot more 
expensive than the one I had bought 
many years before.

On returning home my neighbour 
was helpful in opening the box, setting 
the new appliance in place and ready to 
get me comfortable with operating it.

When the microwave was in place 
and plugged in, was when  I saw that 
I could not see the instructions as they 
were so faint, on the dark surface. Well 
this was not going to work. I was ready 
to box up the microwave and take it 
back to the store.

My neighbour saw that this was 
a problem, and his suggestion was to 
tape the instructions on a small card and 
tape it to the microwave. This he did 
and taped the instructions to the  front 
of the microwave.

It looked pretty ‘tacky,’ but I could 
now read how to use the microwave.  
This new model of microwave had 
lots of additional options which I was 
not interested in. I just want to be able 
to reheat my morning coffee and cook 
my frozen  dinner.

I began to adjust to this new 
“upgraded microwave model” even 
though I didn’t like that the interior of 
it was black, and probably would not 
be cleaned as regularly if you couldn’t 
see any spills.

What I did on my 
birthday

Remember those essays we were 
asked to write in elementary school? 
Exercises in learning how to express 
ourselves on paper, string together 
words, thoughts and feelings into a 
coherent whole? Or not!

This year, on my birthday, for 
my birthday, I go to a cherished 
place – a forest I have walked many, 
many times. Two years ago, this dear 
forest south of Enterprise Creek, 
perched above Slocan Lake, was 
transformed by wildfire. Then last year, 
it was transformed again, this time by 
industrial logging, into a clearcut.

Going to this past forest that holds 
the makings of a future forest in the 
ground feels like visiting the grave of 
a beloved. It is bittersweet. I miss the 
towering green canopy that filtered 
the hot summer sun. I miss the deep 
moss and the coral root that would be 
coming up right now. I miss the song 
of the birds – the thrushes, wrens and 
waxwings whose young are fledging 
elsewhere now. And I give thanks for 
the love I experienced there, how it 
healed when life overwhelmed me.

Tending the graves of Ancestors 
is a vibrant custom in my Estonian 
culture. And so, here in this place, in 
this time, I also come bearing tools 
– clippers, a shovel, gloves, a bag. I 
walk among the ash pits of the massive 
slash piles that were burnt and among 
the desiccated sticks strewn across the 
powdery ground. I notice the blooming 
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Park where knapweed and hawkweed 
are finding a foothold through the 
campsites (Sandy Point, Cory’s Ranch, 
Sharp Creek in particular).

So the answer to the Beatles 
question “will you still need me, will 
you still feed me, when I’m 64?” is 
Yes! Now I eat lunch: sourdough 
bread made by David Everest with 
homemade hummus and for dessert a 
huge piece of the lemon meringue pie 
Hoot Owl gifted me here at their dear 
homestead, south of Enterprise Creek.

K.L. Kivi
New Denver

continued on page 6

Dumb, Dumber 
and Dumbest

I see that the three stooges of 
Canadian, European and American 
political ‘regimes’ have come out of 
a temporary stupor and have revived 
their stale, pathetic and insidious 
routines right on cue.  

Dumb, the pathetic little elite 
sycophantic banker backs up his 
big-mouthed American buddy when 
it comes to his recent attack on Iran 
(who absolutely attacked nobody, but 
still lost 169 precious school girls on 
February 28) and on top of that wants to 
spend billions of Canadian tax dollars 
satisfying the oligarchs, monetary war 
machine and the demonic entity NATO 
and purchase submarines! For what? 
To patrol the Great Lakes underwater 
for algae or to defend Greenland from 
his great orange buffoon buddy?! This 
little jackass has to go but of course, 
won’t. 

And Dumber, the collective 
European clowns (except for brave 
President Sanchez in Spain, who 
Dumbest, by the way, has just 
sanctioned the hell out of because he 
voiced support for Palestinians) are 
again beating the drums of war against 
Russia, with their “thousand-man 
armies.” Naturally, why wouldn’t they 
as they are steeped in Russia phobia, 
have collective amnesia as to who it 
was that actually beat Hitler in the 

sacrifice of some 27 million of their 
citizens, have conveniently forgotten 
(or more likely just ignored) who it 
was (the CIA/MI6) who organized the 
2014 coup at Maidan Square in Kiev. 
These incompetents should leave the 
stage too and some thankfully are, but 
woefully too late. 

And Dumbest! We mustn’t forget 
the orange Jesus Christ wannabe, who 
is lately having some of his finest, most 
insane and demented moments worthy 
of complete forensic psychiatry with 
his insane ramblings, social media 
posts, threats and babblings at 2 am. 
He threatens Iran (during his fake 
peace talks and bogus MOU), threatens 
Cuba with takeover to stem “the 
Communist devils” (hey idiot, they’ve 
been Communist since the ‘50s!), 
and continues to butcher fishermen in 
the Caribbean through extra-judicial 
murders. Plus, his ICE goons have 
just murdered another hard-working 
family man under his watch. He has 
once again carpet bombed Iran for 
zero reason and, no less, during the 
ongoing funeral services for their 
supreme leader and his family that 
he murdered back in February as 
well. This ‘individual’ (‘They call me 
Legion, for we are many’) has lost all 
total grip on reality and his unhinged 
verbiage and actions are going to 
end up costing the world itself major 
depression at the least and possible 
nuclear annihilation at the worst. 
He needs to be removed from office 
but that won’t happen as the Senate, 
Congress and Judiciary are weak, 
corrupt and completely beholden to 
Israeli interests and all suffer from the 
disease of American Exceptionalism, 
which will kill you quicker than flesh-
eating disease. Iran, Russia and China 
will not stand by while the good old 
USA and the Zionist entity of Israel 
commit collective suicide and try to 
bring the entire globe with them.  Who 
would blame them if they don’t. 

The stooges of death are on the 
march. Who will snuff their collective 
wicks? Apologies to the actual hard-

working ‘Stooges’ of bygone days.  At 
least they made an honest living and 
were sometimes funny. The above-
noted all belong in padded cells and 
out of sight of honest, hard-working, 
average people all over this planet. 

Todd Allen
Rosebery 
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Get high on 
mountains

In 1974 I took my first mountain 
hike in my newly discovered West 
Kootenays, into the heart of Kokanee 
Glacier Park. My wife and I camped 
in our pup tent at Gibson Lake, 
and after an amazing hike we also 
camped at Kaslo Lake for a couple 
of nights. The Trudeau family later 
built a fancy lodge on our tent site 
to honour Michel Trudeau, who got 
avalanched into Kokanee Lake in 
October of 1998. Their fancy new 
lodge has a sewage treatment plant 
and electricity. It doesn’t belong in 
that park. I’m pretty sure Michel 
rolled over in his lake when his family 
did that. I digress.

We loved the beautiful alpine 

continued from page 5
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Cacophonous 
peckerheadus 

Cacophonous peckerheadus, two-
wheeled migratory species prevalent 
in the Kootenays from late Spring 
into the Fall. 

Usually seen travelling in pairs 
or larger herds, ostensibly displaying 
a feigned antisocial behaviour, while 
desperately seeking attention.

Notable for its production of 
sustained loud noise and ignoring 
accepted rules of the road during 
migration.

Haiku celebrating C. peckerheadus 
I
Quiet sleepy town
I am cool to sound VROOM 

VROOM
One of the noise boise
II
While they are boring
I make noise therefore I am
Fat riding my hawg
III
Going oh so fast
Pass on the double solid
Uh oh logging tr..

Hayward Kirsh
Kaslo

Unit Pricing 
Please

Ontario, British Columbia, Alberta, 
Manitoba, Saskatchewan, Nova Scotia, 
New Brunswick, Newfoundland and 
Labrador, Prince Edward Island, Yukon, 
Northwest Territories, and Nunavut do 
not have a general requirement that 
supermarkets display comparable unit 
prices (such as $/100 g, $/kg, $/L) for 
all products. Only Quebec has a unit 
pricing law to protect consumers.

Many large chains voluntarily 
show unit prices, but they can choose 
the format and how prominently they 
display them. The unit price may 
technically be there, but it can be so 
small or poorly placed that it is not 
very useful. Consumer advocates often 
argue that effective unit pricing needs:
• a standard unit, 
• a minimum font size, 
• placement next to the main price, 
• consistent formatting across stores. 

Without those standards, a retailer 
can technically provide information 
while still making comparison 
shopping harder than it needs to be.  
With high food prices likely to stay, it 
would be great if Carney or Eby made a 
real law that protects Canadians across 
the country and not just in Quebec. 
Three food giants, Loblaws, Metro 
and Empire Company, control about 
70% of the food we eat. Force them 
to become compliant and list the unit 
prices in the same way so shoppers can 
compare prices easily and decide what 
item is the better deal to put in their cart.

If every store clearly showed $/
kg, $/L, or $/100 mL, shoppers could 
compare quickly and competition 
would work much better. Instead we 
get shrinkflation games, tiny letters 
and numbers, and a manager smiling 
as we squint.

Nick Chatten
Crescent Valley

Enlightenment 
Now?

When I saw recently the book 
Enlightenment Now  by super-
intellectual Steven Pinker, I was 
wondering whether he woke up to 
the misery that mankind is facing in 
the worldwide documented effects of 
global warming and the ever-increasing 
human population; or whether he is 
continuing his data-loaded evidence of 
mankind’s unstoppable progress to ever 
higher levels of well-being for those 
bathing already in super-affluence. 
Yes, the poor gain also some crumbs 
when the super-rich get an ever greater 
piece of the pie, but when those most 
fertile lands on earth dry out for lack 
of rain or get flooded under altogether 
by ever higher ocean levels, there will 
be neither grain nor grapes for either 
the poor or the rich to have their bread 
and wine.

I do not understand how a wide-
ranging mind as Steven Pinker’s can 
overlook the fact that his philosophy is 
valid for a few more decades only for 
humankind. Most other living beings 
are doomed under man’s progress. 
We are not paying the bill yet, the 
others paying it already for some time. 
Pinker is far from “Satori,” the Zen 
enlightenment of being Here Now.

Richard Eichenauer
Nakusp

On U-boats
What kind of world will there be 

when we get our first batch of four 
U-boats in 2034?  Will the outrageously 
expensive investment in 12 be worth 
it? Will we be able to recruit enough 
young men and (I suppose) women to 
be able to operate them? Submariners 
aren’t ordinary. 

Banal Moniker   
Whitehorse

A plea to Mark 
Carney

Today I sent this letter to Canada’s 
Prime Minister, and I hope others will 
share their thoughts with him. His 
email address is mark.carney@parl.
gc.ca.

Dear Prime Minister Carney,
I was relieved when you were 

elected as Canada’s Prime Minister 
since, like many, I was afraid of the far-
right ideologies of your Conservative 
opponent. But now I’m disappointed 
to see that you’re implementing many 
of the policies I would have expected 
from him.

Summertime is stressful for many 
Canadians with wildfires, smoke, 
and fears of having our homes and 
communities burnt down.

When you were campaigning, 
you came across  as  someone 
concerned about environmental issues 
and the well-being of people who 
live in Canada. The policies you’re 
implementing are inconsistent with 
that image.

Though temperatures soar, you’ve 
seriously reduced environmental 
protect ions,  even though two 
communities have already been 
destroyed by fire in the past few weeks. 
You’re investing in pipelines and LNG, 
and calling this nation-building, even 
as the rest of the world is embracing 

renewables. Investing in a sunset 
industry makes no sense to me.

As well, you want to increase our 
military spending, which will deplete 
the funds we need to restore our 
infrastructure, social safety net, and 
our ability to address the environmental 
crises Canadians are facing. Why not 
invest in diplomacy instead? War might 
be a money maker, but it causes so 
much death and destruction, at a time 
when peace and restoration are needed.

Close to 70% of Ukrainians 
want peace, but Europeans want war. 
Shouldn’t we respect the will of the 
Ukrainian people and stop funding 
this war?

As well, the illegal invasion of 
Iran by the USA and Israel is causing 
major disruptions in the Strait of 
Hormuz, which is likely to cause a 
global depression. You’ve stated that 
you support this war.

Why are you supporting more 
military buildup when we’re facing so 
much economic uncertainty?

Canada’s only threat is from our 
neighbour to the south whose military 
can’t be outgunned. Surely, diplomacy 
makes a lot more sense.

I’d like to see a smaller military 
that is also trained in emergency 
response, a service that will be sorely 
needed.

The role of government is to 
look out for the well-being of its 
citizens, and it’s time Canada’s policies 
addressed our actual needs.

Canada’s policies should help us 
through these tough times. We need 
good jobs that focus on greening our 
infrastructure, homes, and public 
transit. We need affordable groceries 
and housing. We should increase taxes 
on large corporations and the very 
wealthy, and invest less in fossil fuels 
and expanding our military.

That’s what nation-building would 
look like to me.

I hope you’ll consider changing 
direction. Isn’t it time to invest in peace, 
prosperity and a restored Canadian 
society and environment?

Diana van Eyk
Winlaw

And the winner is...
“Israel is addicted to war and wants 

to become a regional power.” So says 
President Recep Erdoğan of Turkey. 
Israel has always wanted to attack Iran, 
a major obstacle in its path. Instead of 
being sanctioned for what it has done 
in the occupied Palestinian territories, 
the West sanctioned Iran.  Seeing 
opportunity when sanctions created 
great instability in Iran, it was easy to 
persuade Trump to attack.

Trump got a war he thought he 

meadows, as did many other alternate 
lifestyle people who we met there...
some clothed, others not so much. 
It was a beautiful place. A few years 
later they built a very basic log cabin 
at Gibson Lake that provided shelter 
to many a hiker who got surprised 
by bad weather. It was a well-loved 
shelter. Unfortunately some genius 
in the park service decided to tear it 
down in 2021; too much trouble, so 
now you just have to shiver under a 
tree, or in your car. I think they tore 
down the wrong shelter. I digress 
again. 

There was a fellow in 1974 who 
had on a T-shirt that said “Get High 
on Mountains.” We thought that was 
a very good idea, so we did so for 
a good 40 years. Lately we haven’t 
been doing a lot of hiking, but our son 
convinced us to hike into the Valhallas 
last Saturday. There wasn’t a thing 
about our hike to Drinnon pass that 
was not beautiful, and we were very 
happy to see and meet so many ardent 
hikers, many with young children in 
tow or in arms. It was very uplifting 
to see so many people so anxious to 
“Get High on Mountains.” It’s why 
we live here.

Rod Retzlaff
Glade

The next issue with the microwave 
came up when there was a power 
outage.

When the power came back on, the 
microwave would not start, because it 
apparently has a safety feature. There 
were instructions in the book on how 
to solve this problem but of course, 
that was beyond my ability to figure 
out. A call to my neighbour for help 
was necessary and after he had read 
the instructions the microwave was 
again in running order. Now there have 
been several power outages in the past 
few months and I have had to  rely on 
several different people to come and 
reprogram my microwave.  Each one 
of them having to read the instruction 
book in order to figure out how to do it.

My instruction book now sits right 
on top of the microwave ready to use.

This updated new microwave 
appliance is not an age-friendly piece 
of equipment.  

I now have a back-up plan. A 
saucepan ready to heat my coffee or 
soup on the stove. My frozen entre will 
go in the oven.

An old-fashioned appliance, and 
it works.

Mary Stickel
Kaslo

could easily win. Israel, a country of 
nine million people, got the US to fight 
its war against a country of 92 million.  
The rest of the world got higher oil 
prices and economic chaos. Iran got 
the blame.

The US thinks it can regulate 
shipping in the Gulf. The best way 
it can do that is to go away. Things 
were just fine before their February 
28 attack.

Now the US expects some kind 
of reward for their unprovoked 
and opportunistic attack. Give us 
concessions or we will bomb you. 
The only country that got any kind of 
reward for the attack is Israel. They got 
the war they wanted.

Iran is  r ight  to defend i ts 
sovereignty. They are brave to stand 
up to the US instead of kowtowing to 
them.  World leaders should take note 
of Iran’s example and tell the US to get 
out of the Gulf.

Ed Zak
Nakusp



7July 30, 2026   The Valley Voice  DEMOCRACY

ARE YOU ELIGIBLE TO VOTE?
2026 General Local Elections 

Notice of Advance Voter Registration

rdck.ca/elections

General Local Elections have been scheduled for 
Saturday, October 17, 2026 to elect             
Directors for Electoral Areas A-K in the Regional 
District of Central Kootenay (RDCK), and Trustees 
of School Districts 8, 10 & 20. 

ADVANCE ELECTOR REGISTRATION:
Advance registration closes at 4:00 pm on August 
18, 2026. After this time, elector registrations must 
be completed on voting days. The RDCK uses the 
Provincial Voters List as its List of Electors. To find 
out if you are registered to vote, please visit 
Elections BC at https://elections.bc.ca. You can 
also contact them directly at 1-800-661-8683
or electionsbc@elections.bc.ca 

ELECTOR QUALIFICATIONS: 
You may register to vote either as a resident 
elector or a non-resident property elector.

Resident electors must be:
• 18 years of age or older on general voting day; 
• a Canadian citizen;  
• a resident of British Columbia for at least 6 

months immediately before the day of 
registration; 

• a resident of a RDCK electoral area or school 
district; and 

• not disqualified under the Local Government 
Act or any other enactment from voting in an 
election or assent voting and not otherwise 
disqualified by law. 

Non-resident property electors must be:
• 18 years of age or older on general voting day; 
• a Canadian citizen;  
• a resident of British Columbia for at least 6 

months immediately before the day of 
registration; 

• a registered owner of real property in the 
RDCK for at least 30 days immediately before 
the day of registration; and

• not disqualified under the Local Government 
Act or any other enactment from voting in an 
election or assent voting and not otherwise 
disqualified by law. 

If there is more than one registered owner of the 
property, only one of those individuals may, with 

the written consent of the majority of the owners, 
register as a non-resident property elector. The only 
persons who are registered owners of the property, 
either as joint tenants or tenants in common, are 
individuals who are not holding the property in 
trust for a corporation or another trust.

LIST OF REGISTERED ELECTORS:
Beginning September 1st until the close of general 
voting for the election on October 17, a copy of the 
list of registered electors will be available for public 
inspection, at the RDCK office in Nelson, from 8:30 
am-12:30 pm and 1:30 pm-4:30 pm, Monday to 
Friday, excluding statutory holidays. 

Before inspecting the list, a person must sign a 
statement that they will not inspect the list, make 
copies, or use the information included in the list 
except for the purposes of Part 3 – Electors and 
Elections of the Local Government Act. 

REQUEST TO OMIT OR OBSCURE PERSONAL 
INFORMATION:
An elector may request that their address or other 
personal information about them be omitted from 
or obscured on the list of electors. The elector must 
contact the Chief Election Officer or the Deputy 
Chief Election Officer to make this request. 

OBJECTION TO THE REGISTRATION OF AN 
ELECTOR:
An objection to the registration of a person whose 
name appears on the list of registered electors may 
be made in accordance with the Local Government 
Act until 4:00 pm on September 11, 2026. An 
objection must be in writing and an objection may 
only be made by a person entitled to be registered 
as an elector of the an electoral area of the RDCK 
and only on the basis that a person whose name 
appears on the list of electors has died or is not 
qualified to register as an elector of an electoral 
area of the RDCK.

For further information, please contact:
Tom Dool, Chief Election Officer
(250) 352-8173  elections@rdck.bc.ca

Angela Lund, Deputy Chief Election Officer
(250) 352-8160 elections@rdck.bc.ca

Free candidate readiness workshop for residents considering 
running in October municipal elections 
submitted by the City of Castlegar

With local government elections 
scheduled for October 17, 2026, 
residents from across the West 
Kootenay are invited to explore what 
it takes to serve their communities 
through a free Candidate Readiness 
Workshop on Tuesday, August 18.

The workshop – which will take 
place both in person in Castlegar 
and online – aims to encourage 
and prepare residents who may be 
considering running for elected office. 

Sponsored by the Village of 
Fruitvale and the Cities of Castlegar, 
Trail, Rossland and Nelson, the 
session will provide practical insight 
into the realities of local government, 
the responsibilities of elected 
officials and the skills needed to lead 
effectively.

“Local government works best 
when people with diverse experiences, 
perspectives and skills step forward to 
serve,” says Bree Seabrook, Director 

of Corporate Services for the City of 
Castlegar. “If you’ve ever wondered 
whether running for office might be 
right for you, this workshop is a great 
place to start.”

Workshop facilitator Christina 
Benty is the former Mayor of Golden 
and a leadership consultant with 
more than 25 years of experience in 
governance, organizational leadership, 
and community engagement.  

Passionate about developing 
strong local leaders, Benty believes 
that effective local government 
d e p e n d s  o n  k n o w l e d g e a b l e 
candidates, engaged citizens and 
elected officials who understand how 
governance systems work. 

The Candidate  Readiness 
Workshop is designed to help 
prospective candidates better 
understand the realities of elected 
office and the important role local 
government plays in shaping 
communities. The interactive session 
explores practical leadership skills, 

governance responsibilities and 
the key considerations involved in 
seeking elected office.

The workshop will be offered 

Interfor Forest Operations Map
Interfor FOM ID: 3303

Notice is hereby given that Interfor Corporation is seeking 
public review and comment on the following Forest 
Operations Map (FOM) for a 30-day period between 
July 30th to August 30th, 2026.

FOM ID: 3303 - �' d&>Ϯϯ �W ϳϳϳ �ĂƐƚ DŽƐƋƵŝƚŽʹ ^�
Natural Resource District-Selkirk

Timber Supply Area- Arrow
Landscape Unit- EϮϲ ʹ sŝƉŽŶĚ

Maps are available for review and comment from the 
following website: https://fom.nrs.gov.bc.ca/public/projects
Printed maps will also be made available to view through 
appointment at the Interfor office located in Nakusp.
Comments can be submitted online during the 30-day period 
via https://fom.nrs.gov.bc.ca/public/projects or by email or 
mail. For inquiries and comments please contact Interfor 
Corporation – Castlegar Division, 84 Broadway St w, Nakusp
BC V0G 1R0, between the hours of 8:00 am to 4:00 pm on 
weekdays. Please reference FOM ID# if commenting by mail or 
email at: kootenaywoodlands.fom@interfor.com
Following the review and comment period, this FOM may be 
relied upon to apply for a road permit or cutting permit for a 
3-year period ending July 30th, 2029.

both in person and online on Tuesday, 
August 18 at 6 pm, with light 
refreshments available for in-person 
participants. Location: Selkirk Room, 

Castlegar & District Community 
Complex, 2101 6th Avenue, Castlegar. 
Information and livestream Details: 
castlegar.ca/workshop.
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Dog & Cat Food and 
Farm Animal Feed

Shavings

Fall & Winter Clothing 
50% off (older stock only)

Cozy warm flannel & jackets

50% off fall 
flowering bulbs

Be winter ready, insulation, 
pipe heat tape.

New store 
hours Open Tues 

thru Sat 9-5:30

Fencing, posts, 
gates, corral 

panels.
Kootenay’s 

largest supplier

Fall Bulbs, many to choose from, 
daffodils, tulips, allium bulbs.  Regular 

packages & Jumbo bags
Certified Seed Garlic

Winter is here is here, shovels, 
snow melt, toboggans, window 

scrapers & so much more

Amaryllis bulbs are here, great 
xmas gifts, Christmas lights, 

decorations & gifts galore.  Your 
one stop xmas shopping store! Dog & Cat Food and 

Farm Animal Feed

Shavings

SUMMER IS HERE
River floatees, beach toys, 

sunhats, sunscreen, canning 
supplies, garden seeds, 

sprinklers and hoses.
Make your place fire smart, 
chainsaws,weed wackers, 

watering supplies.

Open 9-5:30
closed Sundays & 

Mondays

Fencing, posts, gates, 
corral panels.

Kootenay’s largest 
supplier

Wheelbarrows, lawn rakes, 
shovels, gardening tools.
Soils, manures, fertilizers.

Come see us and order your new 
lawn mowers, tillers and other 

fun garden toys

Wood pellets by the bag

Straw and second 
cut Alfalfa bales

57 6 3 H w y 6 , W inlaw
250 - 226 - 7 7 7 1
O pen 9  –  5: 30 , closed S undays &  M ondays

Bird food & feeders

COMMUNITY

by Rachael  Lesosky,  Local 
Journalism Initiative reporter

A new study out of McGill 
University has an organization 
doubling down on its fight against 
herbicide use in BC’s forestry 
operations.

In a July 14 press release, Stop 
the Spray BC demanded that the BC 
Ministry of Forests respond to the 
study and legalize the retention of 
aspen forests in forestry practices.

The study, published in Forest 
Ecology and Management, confirms 
that aspen trees play a key role in 
preventing and mitigating forest fires 
across Canada. Researchers say that 

planting aspen near communities can 
reduce the likelihood and severity 
of fires, and also limit how far they 
spread.

Flavie Pelletier, recent McGill 
PhD graduate, led the study, which 
was funded by Natural Sciences 
and Engineering Research Council 
of Canada, and the Canadian Forest 
Service of Natural Resources 
Canada.

“With a new study confirming 
aspen forests reduce wildfire, even 
in severe fire weather, Stop the Spray 
BC is once again calling on the BC 
Ministry of Forests to stop spending 
public money suppressing aspen 

forests to make wildfires worse,” 
James Steidle, Stop the Spray BC 
founder, said in the press release.

Stop the Spray BC rallies against 
the use of herbicides, especially 
glyphosate, in forestry operations. 
The organization says that glyphosate 
is used to clear broadleaf vegetation 
to prevent it from competing with 
conifers, since broadleaf trees have 
less commercial value.

The study found that aspen was 
more than twice as common at the 
perimeter of fires than within the 
burned area, even as fire conditions 
worsened.

“Our analysis indicated that 
the increase in daily burned area 
following a rise in the fire weather 
index was reduced when greater 
aspen cover was present,” reads the 
study’s abstract. “Our results indicate 
that despite a warming climate and 
an increase in the number of days 
conducive to severe fires, aspen 
continues to function as a barrier 
to the progression of wildfire and 
mitigates increases in daily burn area 
under extreme weather conditions.”

The Ministry of Forests responded 
to the Valley Voice, noting that the 
relationship between aspen and 
burn severity is not uniform across 
Canada. The study was conducted in 
four boreal ecozones found outside 
of BC’s Central Interior and may not 

Stop the Spray BC urges Ministry of Forests to halt suppression of 
aspen forests

fully apply to many of BC’s forest 
ecosystems.

“The f indings  should  be 
interpreted cautiously outside the 
boreal ecosystems studied, and 
additional research is needed to 
understand how they apply across 
BC’s diverse forests and management 
objectives,” the Ministry of Forests 
spokesperson said.

The Ministry also said Stop the 
Spray incorrectly characterized BC’s 
forest regulations in its press release.

Stop the Spay claimed that 
the Forest and Range Practices 
Regulation requires cut blocks to 
have no more than 5% of their land 
area dominated by tree species that 
are not approved for stocking.

H o w e v e r ,  t h e  M i n i s t r y 
spokesperson said that current rules 
don’t require the removal of aspen, 
nor do they establish a 5% limit on 
aspen or broadleaf trees.

“The 5% provision allows up 
to 5% of an area to vary from the 
scientifically determined standard 
of how a harvested forest should 
be replanted and grown,” said 
the spokesperson. “Broadleaf 
species, including aspen, can be 
incorporated into forest composition 
where appropriate, and many Forest 
Stewardship Plans identify broadleaf 
species as non-deleterious and 
suitable for retention… The presence 

of broadleaf species alone does not 
mean free-growing requirements 
have not been met.”

To support resilient forests, the 
Ministry works in partnership with 
First Nations, industry, researchers, 
and the Interior Broadleaf Working 
Group to continue advancing the 
use of broadleaf species, said the 
spokesperson. The Ministry is also 
supporting ongoing research to 
better understand the role of aspen 
in reducing wildfire behaviour and 
improving forest resilience.

But Stop the Spray is not 
convinced.

“This study is actually nothing 
new,” said Steidle. “Science has 
known aspen is an effective forest 
type to significantly reduce wildfire 
for decades. But when you have a 
public agency like the BC Ministry 
of Forests and the Office of the 
Chief Forester, that prioritize private 
corporate softwood interests over the 
public good, they try to come up with 
excuses.”

Steidle claims that one of those 
excuses is that climate change has 
negated the fire-resistance of aspen, 
and that the whole forest is burning 
now.

“The real head scratcher here 
is that we have spent decades 
demonizing and ‘managing’ aspen 
to maximize corporate softwood 
interests, but now wildfire turns out 
to be a greater threat to these interests 
than aspen,” he said.

Kokanee Law
● Notary Service
● Wills & POAs
● Estate Solicitor 
● Family Law Agreements

● Contract negotiation
● Mediation
● Alternative Dispute 

Resolution

     THERIN J. RHAINTRE
          Lawyer & Mediator

   admin@kokaneelaw.ca
          250-505-9563
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good food
starts here.
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RDCK board, July 16: RDCK supports University of Calgary’s 
application to study Kootenay Lake landslides 
by Rachael Lesosky, Local Journalism 
Initiative reporter

The University of Calgary is 
embarking on a five-year project to study 
the impact of landslides and landslide-
based tsunamis around and in Kootenay 
Lake. The RDCK Emergency Program 
has joined as one of 10 partners to 
support the university’s grant application 
to the Natural Sciences and Engineering 
Council of Canada.

The project may help the RDCK 
better understand landslide hazards 
around Kootenay Lake, informing 
land use planning and emergency 
management.

If the university’s grant application 
is successful, the RDCK will advise 
on suitable communication methods 
to help residents understand the study. 
The RDCK will also advise on how 
the project outcomes can inform local 
government decision making and 
policies.

Slocan River 
foreshore mapping

$100,000 from the Community 
Works Fund (CWF) will be used to finish 
mapping the lower Slocan watershed.

The Slocan River Foreshore 
Inventory Mapping (FIM) project will 
document riparian habitat conditions, 
ecological sensitivity, and shoreline 
modifications along the river to produce 
GIS datasets and technical mapping.

The Foreshore Development Guide 
(FDG) will translate the data and make 
it accessible to residents, landowners, 
and planners to use in everyday land 
use decisions.

Building off the Slocan Lake FIM 

and FDG, completed by Living Lakes 
Canada in 2021-22, the project will 
provide comprehensive, watershed-
scale foreshore data for the whole lower 
Slocan system.

It will be completed between July 1, 
2026 to December 31, 2027.

Kootenay Lake forest 
landscape plan

Two directors will attend the next 
two Kootenay Lake Forest Landscape 
Plan advisory group sessions, for 
scoping purposes.

Nakusp Mayor Tom Zeleznik will 
attend as the municipal representative, 
and Area C Director Kelly Vandenberghe 
will attend as the rural representative.

Forest Landscape Plans (FLPs) 
are a new form of forest management 
planning that aims to ensure land is 
managed for a range of economic, 
cultural, and ecological values. The 
plans are a collaboration between First 
Nations, the Province, industry, and 
communities.

The Kootenay Lake FLP is for the 
1.2 million hectares of the Kootenay 
Lake Timber Supply Area (TSA). The 
project is in the pre-planning stage – 
assessing values and current conditions.

The RDCK is engaged as an advisory 
group. Staff have been participating in 
regular meetings, which began June 22 
and will end August 22.

Beyond recycling
Beyond Recycling will continue 

for another two years, after the board 
approved a contract with Wildsight to 
deliver the program.

Beyond Recycling (BR) is an 

environmental education program 
for students in grades 5 to 7. It gets 
them thinking ‘beyond recycling’ by 
identifying practical actions.

Created in the Kootenays, BR 
includes field trips, science experiments, 
and hands-on activities to help students 
make more sustainable lifestyle choices.

Professional BR educators visit 
classrooms weekly to explore topics 
like ecological footprints, waste systems, 
food systems, resource use, product life, 
energy, transportation, and water.

When BR is not available, Wildsight 
also offers the online teacher-led 
FutureMakers (FM) program. This 
program uses solutions-focused learning, 
video lessons, hands-on activities, and 
reflection to help students imagine, 
design, and build sustainable future 
communities.

Last school year marked the 17th 

year of BR in the RDCK. It reached 112 
students, and FM reached 315.

The contract with Wildsight will 
not exceed $30,500 per year, plus taxes.

State of Climate 
Action

In 2025, transit ridership in the 
RDCK was up by 36%, over 48 million 
litres of water per year were saved by 
detecting and fixing leaks on two farms, 
more than $200,000 in funding was used 

to improve rural transportation, and 
357 FireSmart home assessments were 
completed, with 10% of civic addresses 
now assessed.

These are just a few of the highlights 
from the 2025 State of Climate Action 
(SoCA) annual report, which outlines 
the RDCK’s progress on its climate 
action work.

The RDCK’s climate action goals, 
objectives, and targets are grouped into 
10 pathways: land use and planning; 

transportation and mobility; energy; 
buildings; wildfire; flooding and 
geohazards; water supply; food supply 
and agriculture; resource recovery; and 
leadership and operations.

Objectives are scored based on 
indicators, with 0 meaning limited 
progress, 1 meaning moderate, and 2 
meaning strong. For 2025, pathway 
scores ranged from 0.8 to 1.8.

The report will be published on the 
RDCK website: rdck.ca/ClimateAction.
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Slocan City celebrated 125 years on July 18

Clowns clowning around at the Village of Slocan 125th birthday parade. A day of celebrations took place on July 18, 2026 to mark the occasion. The 
event included a pancake breakfast fundraiser for the Slocan Technical Rescue Society, a parade, the Slocan Saturday Market, games and displays, 

a historical movie screening, live music, and a fundraiser supper in support of the Slocan Valley Community Society.

Band leader Talon Nansel conducted a performance of the Slocan Valley Community band outside the Slocan Community Library.
Slocan’s perennial dog challenges were finally solved by the Town Dog Catcher, who made an 

appearance in the parade on July 18.  

Cyclists of all ages decorated their bikes and participated in Slocan’s 125fh birthday parade on 
July 18.

PH
O

TO
 C

R
ED

IT
: N

IK
KO

 S
N

YD
ER

PH
O

TO
 C

R
ED

IT
: N

IK
KO

 S
N

YD
ER

PH
O

TO
 C

R
ED

IT
: N

IK
KO

 S
N

YD
ER

PH
O

TO
 C

R
ED

IT
: N

IK
KO

 S
N

YD
ER



11July 30, 2026   The Valley Voice  

Slocan council, July 13: Family and youth gym rates rejected 
by Joanne Feenstra

Slocan Village council met at 7 
pm on July 13, 2026. The meeting 
included discussions on recreation 
funding, community improvements 
and infrastructure planning, and 
updates from Village staff. 

Fitness Centre family 
and youth passes 

Resident Amie Fries requested 
that the Village consider establishing 
a “family pass” and “youth rates” 
for the Fitness Centre, with both 
monthly and discounted yearly rate 
payment options. Fries stated that 
“currently, families with 1-2 adults 
and 2 teens pay $100 per month. 
By creating youth rates, there will 
be greater compliance for payment 
from youth. Families can’t afford 
the gym.” 

CAO Gordon referred the 
matter to the Slocan Fitness Centre 
Committee. The Committee met to 
discuss the request and did not wish 
to institute a Family Pass at this time. 
Councillor Perriere stated that the 
local gym’s price has not changed 
since the day it opened. Council 
supported the recommendation of 
the Committee and turned down the 
request. 

Slocan Valley 
Housing Society 
picnic table request 

Years ago, the Slocan City Suites 
tenants, on their own initiative, 
placed two wooden picnic tables in 
the laneway adjacent to the facility. 
The wooden tables are starting to 
wobble and wear and are impossible 
for wheelchair or walker users to use. 
The Slocan Valley Housing Society 
requested permission to install two 
commercial-grade metal wheelchair-

accessible picnic tables on cement 
slabs in that area. Council approved 
the request with the provision that 
underground infrastructure not be 
impacted. 

BC Seniors Games
BC Seniors Game Society is 

preparing for the Kamloops 55+ BC 
Games and requested a $100 grant to 
be used for promotion, advertising, 
equipment, and uniform costs in 
the Slocan Valley area. Council 
approved the request. 

Rec Committee beach 
volleyball request 

Christa Didham, on behalf of 
the Outdoor Recreation Committee, 
requested funding support of 
$2,000 for a net, antenna set, beach 
volleyball and shipping. Councillor 
Buller stated, “I could see having 
a nice net would be a village asset. 
But a beach volleyball might not 
be there for anyone to use at any 
time or it could go home with some 
kid. At basketball courts there is 
usually a net. Having a good quality 
court is part of our responsibility.” 
Councillor Knott stated the Village 
should probably maintain the court 
and the net, just like it maintains 
other recreation areas. “We don’t 
provide skates and sticks, but the 
underlying equipment could be 
provided by the village.”

These improvements would help 
restore safer sand depth, improve 
the playing surface and surrounding 
buffer, and provide a more durable 
court setup for residents, visitors, 
drop-in players, and organized 
community play. Council moved 
to purchase all the requested assets, 
except for the ball, and direct staff 
to engage with the stakeholders to 
formalize the committee structure.

Council business
Each  yea r ,  Un ion  o f  BC 

Municipalities presents the Long 
Service Awards to eligible local elected 
officials who have served 20, 25, and 35 
years in local office. Council directed 
staff to connect with UBCM regarding 
the acknowledgement of Councillor 
Perriere’s 23 years of service. 

The federal government’s Build 
Communities Strong Fund issued a 
call for expressions of interest for 
Class C infrastructure projects, which 
include undertakings such as Slocan’s 
future water source and distribution 
improvement initiatives. The Fund will 
provide $6 billion over the next ten 
years, of which $1 billion is available 
for the first intake. CAO Gordon 
indicated an expression of interest 
would be submitted by the deadline of 
July 15, 2026. 

CAO Gordon met with Columbia 
Basin Trust (CBT) regarding pre-
submiss ion  p lann ing  fo r  the 
Shoreline Outdoor Revitalization and 

SLOCAN & WINLAW

by Nikko Snyder
School District 8 is partnering with 

Berry Patch Daycare to provide child 
care services at Winlaw Elementary 
School starting September 8, 2026.

Berry Patch Daycare is owned 
and operated by Megan Hadikin 
of Creston. The new location in 

Winlaw will offer two licensed child 
care programs: early years daycare 
for children ages two-and-a-half to 
five, and afterschool care for Winlaw 
students. 

Berry Patch has been operating in 
Creston since 2023. In a social media 
post they wrote, “We are excited to 

New child care provider at Winlaw 
Elementary School

Valley View Golf Club hosts Senior 
Ryder Cup 
submitted by Valley View Golf Club

Valley View Golf Club was proud 
to host the July 10 Senior Ryder Cup 
Tournament, welcoming four teams 
representing the Fauquier & District 
Golf Club, Nakusp Centennial Golf 
Club, Slocan Lake Golf Club and 

THE CORPORATION OF THE 
     VILLAGE OF SLOCAN

NOTICE OF PERMISSIVE TAX EXEMPTIONS (2027-2029)
The Council of the Corporation of the Village of Slocan, in accordance with
section 224 of the Community Charter, will be renewing its Permissive Tax 

Exemption Bylaw for the years 2027-2029. Pursuant to section 227, an 
estimate of the amount of municipal taxes that would be imposed on the 

property if it were not exempt is provided for public information. 

expand our services and bring our 
commitment to quality early learning 
and care to the Winlaw/Slocan Valley 
community.”

F a m i l i e s  i n t e r e s t e d  i n 
registering for child care can email 
Berry Patch Daycare directly at 
berrypatchdaycare@outlook.com. 

Enhancement (SHORE) and Gathering 
Area and Town Hub Enhancement 
and Revitalization (GATHER) grant 
funding programs. CBT will work 
with the Village on a SHORE funding 
application for future mill site planning, 
specifically daylighting of the creek in 
possible partnership with First Nations. 
CBT will also assist with an application 
for GATHER funding to support the 
Harold Street Revitalization Project.

Public Works
The Village of Slocan straddles the 

line between a Small Water System 
(SWS) and Large Water System 
(LWS). A SWS is classified as a system 
that serves under 500 users within any 
24-hour period. Small systems have 
water testing performed free of charge 
by Interior Health (IH), while large 
systems must absorb their own costs. 
Due to the complexity of the Village 
water treatment plant and population 
uncertainty caused by campers and 
tourists, IH stated that Slocan is likely 
a LWS and therefore responsible for 

all costs. Council directed staff to 
prepare a report for council about the 
implications of this new classification 
for existing and future systems. 

Public Works confirmed that two 
summer students and one permanent 
labourer position were filled. The Expo 
Park washrooms were vandalized on 
the weekend of June 6. Locks had been 
broken and one toilet was clogged. 
Beach clean-up took place June 26 to 
29 with the participation of many local 
volunteers and a donation of beach 
debris removal (three tandem-axle 
truckloads worth!) by Daryl Popoff’s 
Transformation Developments. 

Mayor Lunn expressed her thanks 
for the beach clean-up volunteers. 
“Thank you to everyone who came out 
on June 26 to gather and strategically 
pile debris, and to the many  people 
who had already been working 
throughout the week previous, to help 
clear the beach before the organized 
clean-up. Every bit of effort made a 
difference.”

The Nakusp Centennial Golf Club’s team won this year’s Senior Ryder Cup, hosted by the Valley View Golf Club in Winlaw on July 10.

our very own Valley View Golf Club.
Players competed in a day of 

friendly competition, sportsmanship, 
and community spirit, all vying for 
Ryder Cup bragging rights.

Congratulations to the Nakusp 
Centennial Golf Club’s team for 

capturing this year’s Senior Ryder 
Cup title!

Thank you to all of the golfers 
and supporters who helped make 
the tournament a success. We look 
forward to participating in next year’s 
Senior Ryder Cup!
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Nakusp council, July 13: Community trails society unveils new 
adventure brochure
by Rachael Lesosky, Local Journalism 
Initiative reporter

Watch for the brand new Nakusp 
and Area Trail Guide – an all-season 
adventure brochure for the North 
Arrow and Slocan Valleys.

Paired with a website, the 
brochure aims to provide one source 
of information for outdoor, non-
motorized experiences in the two 
valleys, said Bob Toews of the Nakusp 
and Area Community Trails Society.

The trails society collaborated 
with other non-profits to create the 
comprehensive package, which 
compiles hiking, biking, and cross-
country ski trails alongside other 
activities, such as a tour of Nakusp’s 
village gardens.

Keep an eye out for the brochure at 
visitors’ centres around the valleys, and 
in Revelstoke. Visit nakusptrails.ca for 
more details about the trails.

Subdivision and 
development bylaw

A n e w  S u b d i v i s i o n  a n d 
Development Servicing (SDS) Bylaw 

was adopted by council during a 
special meeting on July 20.

The 91-page document sets 
standards and requirements for how 
land is subdivided and serviced during 
development. Its goal is to help new 
developments reflect best engineering 
and design practices while integrating 
with the Village’s long-term planning 
goals and current systems.

“More work has gone into this 
bylaw than any bylaw we’ve ever 
brought forward, including the zoning 
bylaw,” said CAO Wayne Robinson, 
who spoke up from the gallery in 
plainclothes as he is on leave from 
the office.

The Village began the process 
of creating the bylaw in June 
2024. Ottoted Engineering drafted 
the technical aspects, and Ward 
Engineering completed a secondary 
review. A retired Corporate Officer 
– independent of council to avoid 
political interference – took over, 
using the City of Castlegar’s bylaw as 
a template since it’s easy to interpret. 
CAO Robinson and Cavan Gates, 
Director of Operations, reviewed the 

draft, along with two local developers.
The process cost $23,222 and was 

fully funded by the Local Government 
Housing Initiative Program.

The new bylaw aims to increase 
efficiency and ease when developing 
in the Village, in part by granting 
the Approving Officer (AO) – CAO 
Robinson – more authority when 
reviewing and approving applications. 
Council had some concerns regarding 
this flexibility.

CAO Robinson said the AO 
must follow Village and provincial 
legislation, but now has some discretion 
if the standards don’t make sense for 
a development. For example, the AO 
may remove the sidewalk requirement 
in an area without sidewalks. This will 
also help save money for developers 
and the Village.

The previous SDS bylaw was 
adopted in 1995.

Breathing apparatus 
for NVFD

The Nakusp Volunteer Fire 
Department will purchase 12 used 
MSA-M7 4500 PSI Self-Contained 

Breathing Apparatus (SCBA) and 
16 4500 PSI cylinders to support its 
firefighters. The units will cost $25,536 
plus shipping.

The NVFD currently has 11 2216 
PSI SCBAs, four of which are over 
20 years old. While the remaining 
seven were purchased in 2024, the 
firefighting industry has evolved and 
moved to 4500 PSI SCBAs. Almost all 
of the accompanying air cylinders have 
exceeded their 15-year service life. 

Director of Emergency Services 
Wade Forster gave a real-life example 
why upgraded SCBA are needed. 
While attending to a recent fire, 
NVFD firefighters went through over 
20 cylinders. When working at peak 
performance, the 30-minute 2216 PSI 
cylinders can only provide firefighters 
with about 5-10 minutes of breathable 
air before they need to be refilled, he 
said. The 4500 PSI cylinders will add 
about 20-30 extra minutes of air.

Discover the ‘Koots’
Three artists in Argenta are hoping 

to bring their playful ‘beings’ to the 
Nakusp hot springs trail.

So-called ‘Koots,’ the large, 
concrete sculptures emerge from the 
earth, boulders, and trees in playful 
poses. Spring Shine, Christopher 
Petersen, and Yvonne Boyd debuted the 
Koots at the Castlegar Sculpturewalk, 
and have since brought them to other 
communities in the Kootenays. The 
artists encourage people to touch, 
sit on, and take pictures with the 
sculptures, and hope the series can 
become a tourist attraction as more 
communities welcome the beings.

Spring Shine shared the idea for 
Nakusp: a shallow pond near the bridge 
along the hot springs source trail, with 
Koots lounging around and emerging 
from the water.

If council wants Koots in the 
Village, staff would apply to CBT’s 
Columbia River Basin Public Art 
Program, for up to $75,000, and 
contract the artists.

Shine tuned in to Nakusp’s council 
meeting from New Denver, while 
Petersen and Boyd were discussing a 
Koots installation with New Denver 
council.

continued on page 13
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Nakusp receives grant to plan for 
growth at the hot springs
by  Rachae l  Lesosky,  Loca l 
Journalism Initiative reporter

Nakusp is taking steps to one day 
expand the hot springs, and in turn 
benefit the community by bringing 
more visitors and customers to the 
area.

The Village received a Rural 
Economic Diversification and 
Infrastructure Program (REDIP) grant 
of $86,000 to fund an engineering 
design for a new wastewater treatment 
system at the facility. 

The Village recently completed 
an analysis to better understand 
visitor demographics, and an 
accommodation study to determine 
the optimal number of units to build 
to plan for future growth, Director 
of Finance Mark Tennant told the 
Valley Voice.

Now that the Village knows how 
many units it can build at the hot 
springs over the next 15 years, it can 
design a wastewater treatment system 
to support that.

“Nakusp Hot Springs is more than 
a destination, it’s a place that supports 
local jobs, brings people together, and 
helps the community thrive,” said 
Ravi Kahlon, Minister of Jobs and 
Economic Growth, in a press release 
on July 15. “By helping the Village of 

Nakusp plan for future growth, we’re 
investing in the people who live and 
work here, while ensuring visitors 
can continue to enjoy everything the 
region has to offer.”

The Village of Nakusp received an $86,000 grant to fund an engineering design for a new 
wastewater treatment system at the hot springs. 
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Land Act:
Notice of Application for a 
Disposition of Crown Land

Take notice that I/We, Kelly Hascarl, dba Y2K Contracting, from 
Nakusp, BC, have applied to the British Columbia Ministry of Water, 
Land and Resource Stewardship (WLRS), Kootenay Boundary Region, 
for a Licence for Quarrying – Sand & Gravel situated on Provincial Crown 
Land located in the vicinity of Cape Horn Creek.

WLRS invites comments on this application, the Lands File is 4403721.  
Written comments concerning this application should be directed to Sr. 
Authorization Specialist, WLRS, Kootenay Boundary Region, at 1902 
Theatre Road, Cranbrook, BC V1C 7G1. Comments will be received by 
WLRS up to August 16, 2026. WLRS may not be able to consider comments 
received after this date. Please visit the website at http://comment.nrs.gov.
bc.ca/ for more information.

Be advised that any response to this advertisement will be considered 
part of the public record. Access to these records requires the submission 
of a Freedom of Information (FOI) request. 

Visit http://www.gov.bc.ca/freedomofinformation to learn more about 
FOI submissions.

Change in occupancy
The Village will need to consult a 

dictionary before council can approve 
an amendment to the Business License 
Bylaw.

The Village contracts the RDCK to 
issue building permits, and to manage 
other building-related operations within 
municipal boundaries.

If there’s a change in the occupancy 
of a building, a business owner must 
apply for a building permit before the 
Village can issue a business licence – as 
per the RDCK’s Building Bylaw and 
the BC Building Code. However, this 
provision is not written into the Village’s 
Business License Bylaw. Staff updated 
the bylaw to include this requirement.

In discussion, council worried that 
this could bring extra costs for business 
owners. Councillor Dolly Edwards said 
that her business is bookkeeping, but the 
office was previously used for massage 
therapy. All she did was give it a fresh 
coat of paint. Would she have had to get 
a building permit?

Director of Operations Cavan Gates 
explained that a change in occupancy is 
when the use of the building changes, 
such as when a retail space becomes a 
restaurant. The engineering specifications 
– like ventilation, egresses, and number 
of washrooms – vary between those two 
uses. Even if no renovations occur, the 
building still needs to be inspected to 
ensure it meets the safeguards established 
by the building code.

Going from one retail business to 
another, or from office spaces to office 
spaces (as in Councillor Edwards’ 
example), wouldn’t trigger the need for 
a building permit, said Gates. It also 
wouldn’t apply when a business is sold 
and the new owner continues operating 
as before.

Council gave the bylaw two readings, 
but requested that staff add the definition 
of ‘occupancy’ to avoid confusion.

HVAC for the library
The Nakusp Public Library got the 

go ahead to apply for a $15,000 RDCK 
Community Development Grant to 
install heat pumps. The total cost for the 
new system is $65,000.

The library recently received a grant, 
and is contributing funds from its reserve, 
but is about $15,000 short.

The Centennial Building, which 
hosts the library and the Nakusp and 
District Museum, is heated by two 
separate propane boilers that are past 
their life expectancy.

As the owner of the building, the 
Village is responsible for the HVAC 
system.

Campground and ball 
diamond fees

Rates for powered sites with water 
at the campground, and ball diamond 
rental fees, are being updated. Council 
gave three readings to an amended Fees 
and Charges Bylaw.

Seven powered campsites were 
upgraded in June to include water 
servicing. These sites will cost $49 from 
June 15 to August 31 and $42 in the low 
season. As rates change over the years, 
water serviced sites will cost 6.5% more 
in the high season and 7.7% more in 
the low season, compared to regular 
powered sites.

An hourly ball diamond rental rate 
was added, which will apply to the soccer 
field. The Village will also be able to 
recover additional costs from renters 
as needed, such as washroom cleaning, 
garbage removal, and line painting.

Legacy fund 
Amendments to the Nakusp and 

Area Community Forest (NACFOR) 
Legacy Fund were adopted.

Disbursal of funds will now require 
a council resolution, and funds may also 
be distributed to projects that benefit the 
wider region, not just Nakusp. However, 
the RDCK Area K director must submit 
an application for projects in Area K 
(Burton, Fauquier, Edgewood).

The Legacy Fund is supported by 
dividends from NACFOR.

As the accommodations get built 
and the facility becomes busier, the 
Village anticipates the initiative will 
create more jobs for attendants and 
housekeepers.

continued from page 12

Nakusp council, July 13
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by Rachael Lesosky, Local Journalism 
Initiative reporter

The Village will not take legal 
action to recover the $13,535.91 in 
2026 property taxes owed by Kaslo 
Shipyard Company Limited, since the 
taxes owing are due in part to a mix up 
by the Village.

In November 2020, the Village 
began a net lease with the Kaslo 
Shipyard Company for 0.147 acres of 
municipally-owned land. The lease 
expired at the end of October 2025, 
though tenancy continued on a month-
to-month basis.

The agreement specified that the 
company is responsible for paying 
property taxes. However, the Village 
didn’t report the lease to BC Assessment 

in 2020, so Kaslo Shipyard Company 
was not recognized as the leaseholder. 
As a result, the Village has been paying 
the taxes.

In 2025, when the Village notified 
BC Assessment of the month-to-
month lease, the company was finally 
recognized as the leaseholder. Property 
taxes for 2026 were billed to Kaslo 
Shipyard Company, but the company 
alerted the Village that it’s unable to pay.

After the late penalty, the bill totals 
$14,889.50.

To recoup the taxes, the Village 
would need to sue the company, said 
CAO Robert Baker, which could result 
in $20,000-30,000 in legal fees. He also 
said it’s unlikely the company would 
even be able to pay; although a business, 

it generated limited revenue, if any, 
during its occupancy.

Mayor Suzan Hewat noted that the 
situation is unique because it’s a Village-
owned property; taxpayers on private 
property have to pay their taxes, one 
way or another.

The Village terminated the Kaslo 
Shipyard Company’s tenancy at the 
end of June.

Parks regulation bylaw
A bylaw for regulating Village 

outdoor spaces – that would have 
inadvertently prohibited sandcastles in 
the process – did not receive council 
support.

Staff brought forward a new Parks 
Regulation Bylaw, which aims to 
alleviate some of the administrative 
headaches associated with the current 
Kaslo Municipal Parks Bylaw. The new 
bylaw would also modernize how parks, 
beaches, trails, and other greenspaces 
in the Village are regulated, including 
provisions on park hours, camping, 
liquor, and waterfront use.

However, council took issue with 
the proposed bylaw.

Councillor Erika Bird said that 
the wording of one provision, meant 
to protect natural features, could be 
interpreted as forbidding sandcastles, 
while another could prohibit people 
from walking their dogs in the park 
after dark.

Councillor Matthew Brown 
agreed that the proposed bylaw was 
too prescriptive and restrictive, and 
Councillor Molly Leathwood wanted 

more time to understand its implications.
Councillor Bird also noted that one 

of council’s priorities is developing a 
parks and recreation master plan – a 
process that would involve public input. 
She didn’t want to consider approving 
any new park regulations without 
community discussion.

The proposed bylaw didn’t receive 
three readings, as was planned. Instead, 
a meeting will be scheduled to determine 
how to amend the bylaw, including 
but not limited to the mechanics for 
gathering input. 

Weed Be Delighted
The Village wil l  submit  a 

recommendation to the Liquor and 
Cannabis Regulation Branch (LCRB) 
in support of issuing a cannabis retail 
store licence to Weed Be Delighted 
Cannabis Inc.

LCRB cannot issue a cannabis 
retail store licence without first 
receiving a recommendation from a 
local government. LCRB contacted 
the Village in April 2026, requesting 
that it consider Weed Be Delighted’s 
application.

The Village issued public notice for 
community input on the proposed store. 
It received eight written submissions: 
six in support, and two opposed. Those 
in support noted improved access 
for individuals using cannabis for 
therapeutic purposes, and potential 
economic benefits such as job creation 
and increased tourism. Those in 
opposition worried about public safety 
and youth exposure to cannabis.

Weed Be Delighted, a family-
owned business based in Slocan, has 
an accepted offer at 415 Front Street, 
next to Front Street Market. The sale is 
conditional on licensing approval.

Ghostwalk grant
The Village supported Kootenay 

Lake Historical Society’s $1,000 
application to the RDCK Community 
Development Grant for Ghostwalk, a 
radio play.

The locally written, three-act play 
takes place onboard the S.S. Moyie in 
1929. Originally a stage performance, 
Ghostwalk debuted in 1994 but now, 
thanks to new technology and creative 
energy, it’s being transformed into 
a radio play. Volunteer actors, and 
audio and dramatic contributors, will 
collaborate to record the script for 
potential broadcast on CBC and regional 
radio shows.

Accessibility plan and 
widow’s walk

Two projects planned for 2026 were 
deferred until next year: replacing the 
widow’s walk on the roof of City Hall, 
and developing an Accessibility Plan.

Village staff are experiencing 
unplanned workload pressures. CAO 
Robert Baker said there’s insufficient 
staff time to complete the projects 
without impacting higher priority 
operational, legislative, and council-
directed work.

These two projects were chosen 
for deferral as they have not yet begun.

The widow’s walk project would 
cost $30,000, while developing the 
Accessibility Plan would come to 
$15,000.

Visitor Centre and 
Children’s Centre leases

The Village will develop two new 
lease agreements, one with Kootenay 
Lake Historical Society (KLHS) for 
the Visitor Centre, and the other with 
Kootenay Lake Independent School 
Society (KLISS) for the Periwinkle 
Children’s Centre.

Staff recommended 10-year leases 
for both organizations, and nominal 
rental rates of $400 per year, rising 
3% annually, to acknowledge the 
community benefit each provides.

KLHS’s lease will be a modified 
triple net lease, with the society also 
responsible for applicable taxes, utilities, 
routine maintenance, minor repairs, and 
use-related risk. The Village will be 
responsible for property and building 
insurance, and major structural and 
capital renewal.

KLHS’s previous lease included 
a yearly grant-in-aid of $1,500 for the 
society to maintain the Moyie Beach 
Park washroom, but didn’t specify an 
upper limit. Council approved fixing the 
grant at $1,500 in the new lease. KLHS 
may also sublet and rent some of the 
space to non-profit societies.

KLISS’s lease will be an absolute 
triple net lease. The society will be 
responsible for the full cost and risk of 
occupying and operating the premises, 
including rent, applicable taxes, utilities, 
capital renewal, and other premises-
related costs. Staff recommended this 
lease format since KLISS has invested 
in the building and is the exclusive user. 
The Village would also like to retain 
ownership while minimizing municipal 
exposure.

Three readings for ball 
park fees

Council finally gave three readings 
to an amended Fees and Charges Bylaw 

Kaslo council, July 14: No legal action to be taken to recoup 
shipyard taxes

continued on page 15
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Bring your water bottle for refreshments!

by Nikko Snyder
The Kaslo Block Party will take 

place July 31 to August 2 at venues 
around Kaslo. The event will feature 
a variety of free and ticketed events, 
including live music, slo-pitch, speed 
connections and yoga. 

At its core, the Block Party is 
a fundraiser for the Kaslo Jazz Etc. 
Society, which was forced to cancel 
the Kaslo Jazz Festival this summer 
due to financial challenges. Having 
worked hard for the past several months 

Kaslo Block Party July 30 to August 2 raises funds for Kaslo Jazz Fest
to reduce its debt, the society is hoping 
the Kaslo Block Party will significantly 
contribute to its goal of bringing the 
festival back in 2027.  

Ticketed events will take place 
at the Langham Cultural Centre 
throughout the weekend, and at the 
Legion on Sunday. There will also be 
free music at venues including Buddies 
Pizza, the Kaslo Hotel, the Taqueria, St. 
Andrews Hall and more. The Kootenay 
Lake Innovation Centre will facilitate 
speed connections (romantic, platonic 

and business) throughout the weekend, 
and people can also get active at the 
Bonanza Ball slo-pitch tournament or 
at yoga workshops at the Langham. 

“We are quite humbled by how the 
village of Kaslo has come together to 
keep music playing this summer and 
support the Kaslo Jazz Etc. Society 
in raising funds to rebuild a more 
sustainable festival for the future,” says 
Carolyn Whittaker, Kaslo Jazz Etc. 
Society board member. “Thanks to our 
generous donors, the KJES board has 

successfully consolidated and paid off 
most of our debt. Now, we are seeking 
to match this amount to bring the 
festival back to the Bay in 2027.”

Whittaker says the society is 
profoundly grateful to their generous 
donors, as well as to the Salmon 
Arm Roots and Blues Festival, which 
honoured tickets when the Kaslo Jazz 
Fest was canceled. 

“The August long weekend 
fundraiser is all about making sure 

we can bring world-class music back 
to Kootenay Lake next summer,” 
Whittaker says. “Every ticket purchased 
for a fundraising event or donation 
made to Kaslo Jazz Etc. Society helps 
us secure the future of the festival. We 
couldn’t do this without our community, 
and we can’t wait to see what we build 
together for next year.”

The full Kaslo Block Party schedule 
can be found at kaslojazzfest.com/
kaslo-block-party. 

to set rental rates for Murray Pearson 
Memorial Ball Park.

The new rental rates will see 100% 
cost recovery for commercial users 
($185 per hour) and 15% cost recovery 
for one-off group and individual users 
($27.75 per hour).

The bylaw also sets rates for Kaslo 
Baseball and Softball Association: 
3% cost recovery for youth leagues 
($5.55 per hour) and 5% for adult 
leagues ($9.25). These costs will be 
implemented in a phased approach to 
soften the increase. Currently, KBSA’s 
rates are 2.4% cost recovery for both 
youth and adults.

Discussions of ball park rental rates 
began back in April, when KBSA’s 2026 
facility use agreement was brought to 
council. Staff originally drafted the 

agreement based on a $30 per day 
rate – the only rate set in the bylaw for 
renting the ball park. Assuming a 110-
day season, that would have meant a 
seasonal fee of $3,300.

Council wanted KBSA’s rate to 
recognize the hard work that it’s put into 
revitalizing the park. Council settled 
on $1,200 for 2026 until the Fees and 
Charges Bylaw could be revised to 
include a special rate for KBSA.

Councillor Molly Leathwood was 
still not satisfied with the amendments. 
She said she’d like to see a better system 
for recognizing groups like KBSA who 
contribute to the Village’s assets. 

She also said there’s been 
miscommunication between the Village 
and KBSA, and requested a meeting 
with the group to go over the matter and 
“extend an olive branch.”

A Committee of the Whole will be 
scheduled for later this summer.

Councillor Matthew Brown was 
recused, as he is president of KBSA.

Encroachment denied
Council denied a resident’s request 

to encroach into the boulevard in front 
of 436 B Avenue in order to build a 
lychgate (a roofed gateway).

The property owner requested 
the encroachment since landscaping 
changes have reduced the available 
depth inside the property. The lychgate 
would be about four feet in depth, with 
two feet extending into the boulevard.

Although there are no immediate 
operational issues with the project, the 
boulevard is municipal land and may 
be needed for future infrastructure, 
such as sidewalks, utilities, and active 
transportation.

continued from page 14

Kaslo council, July 14
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New Denver council, July 14: UBCM a no go for New Denver
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New Denver will take advantage 
of a new opportunity this year for 
virtual meetings between local 
government representatives and 
provincial government staff in 
the week leading up to the Union 
of BC Municipalities (UBCM) 
convention in September. New 

Denver will meet with the Ministry 
of Forests regarding the community 
forest proposal and access to Idaho 
Lookout, and with the Ministry of 
Transportation regarding the active 
transportation link between New 
Denver and Silverton.

However, no one from the Village 
of New Denver will attend the 
UBCM convention this year. Mayor 
Leonard Casley and Councillors 
Colin Moss and John Fyke said they 
don’t see much value in attending the 
convention, while Councillor Danika 
Hammond feels that it helps provide 
professional development, learn 
about legislation, and learn from 
other local government officials. 
Mayor Casley feels strongly that 
attending the convention during an 
election year is “pointless” and “a 
waste of taxpayers’ money.”

A motion to send no one to the 
convention, and a motion to send 
only the CAO both failed, with 
Mayor Casley and Councillor Moss 
voting in favour and Councillors 
Hammond and Fyke voting against.

Pruning/tree removal 
for lake views stalled

Staff followed up on the 
discussion at the last meeting about 
removing brush, limbs and danger 
trees to open up the view of the lake at 

the end of the main street. Although 
the discussion was prompted by 
a desire for similar work along 
Bellevue Street, council directed 
staff to get two quotes for work at 
the end of the main street only. The 
quotes came in at about $7,600 – and 
there is only $2,400 left in the 2026 
tree removal budget. Staff informed 
council that the $2,400 remaining 
has already been allocated for the 
removal of previously identified 
danger trees.

“For the past eight years, 
residents have been asking for 
the removal of trees at the bottom 
of the main street so there is an 
unimpeded view of the lake,” said 
Councillor Moss. “I have done my 
best. Sometimes what one councillor 
is passionate about, other councillors 
are not or the Village simply can’t 
afford it. So the next council will 
have to deal with those residents 
who want an unimpeded view of 
the lake. This is just going to have 
to sit for now.”

Moss also clarified that people 
don’t want an unimpeded view of 
the lake along the entire length of 
Bellevue, but just in front of the 
benches.

Tag New Denver 
Koots

A proposal from Argenta’s 

Koots Collective artists for large, 
concrete Koots sculptures to be 
installed along the new Kizuna 
Trail in Centennial Park and the 
All Wheels Park was received. The 
artists’ concept involves the Koots 
playing a game of tag among the 

rocks. Council directed staff to apply 
for up to $75,000 from the Columbia 
Kootenay Cultural Alliance to hire 
the artists for the project. The final 
siting of the Koots will be finalized 
with staff.

Village of Silverton

NOTICE OF PERMISSIVE 
TAX EXEMPTION

Public notice is hereby given that the Council of the Village of Silverton is 
considering “Permissive Tax Exemption Bylaw No. 560, 2026”. This bylaw, if 
adopted by Council, will fully exempt the following properties from taxation for 
2027-2036.

Property Address Estimated Value of 
Annual Exemption

Silverton Gallery 408 4th Street $1,820
Silverton Curling Rink & Arena 510 Hunter Street $60
Silverton Campground 521 Turner Street $4,631

Inquiries regarding the above can be directed to:
Village of Silverton

By Phone: 250-358-2472
By Mail: 421 Lake Avenue, Silverton, BC, V0G 1S0
In Person: 421 Lake Avenue 
Via Email: info@silverton.ca

A veterans’ commemorative design has been painted in front of the cenotaph in New Denver as 
part of a project spearheaded by Councillor Colin Moss.

Open Sun. 11-3 • 411 Kootenay St, Nelson

continued on page 18
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Kaslo Municipal Campground – Kaslo
250-353-2662 • kaslo.ca • kaslocampground@yahoo.ca
April 15-Oct. 15 (weather permitting). Fully serviced and un-serviced sites 
available. Sites include fire pit and picnic table. Accessible washrooms and 
showers. Great downtown location close to park, beach, playground, tourist 
info centre, restaurants, shopping and trails! Pets on leash welcome. Free Wi-Fi.

Nakusp Municipal Campground – Nakusp
250-265-1061 • nakuspcampground.com
camp@nakuspcampground.com
Conveniently located downtown, three blocks from the public beach 
and adjacent to the community park, which includes a tennis court, 
ballparks and soccer field. Music in the Park every Wed. evening during 
July & August. 42 treed sites, including 10 with power service and 16 overflow campsites. Hot 
showers and sani-station. Open May to October. Reservations accepted.

CAMPGROUNDS

McDonald Creek Provincial Park – Nakusp
westkkootenayparks.com
Reservations: https://camping.bcparks.ca
On the shores of Upper Arrow Lake, 16 km south of Nakusp on Hwy 6. 111 campsites, 18 
electrified. Flush toilets, showers, sandy beach, boat launch, playground, day-use area, 
coin-operated sani-station with potable water RV fill. Reservations and first-come, first-
served available.
Summit Lake Provincial Park - Summit Lake
westkkootenayparks.com
Reservations: https://camping.bcparks.ca
18 km SE of Nakusp on Hwy 6. Unrivalled opportunities for fishing, boating and swimming in 
this clean, cool mountain lake. Explore the Nakusp to Summit Lake rail grade. 35 campsites 
by reservation or first-come, first-served.
Rosebery Provincial Park – Rosebery
westkkootenayparks.com
Reservations: https://camping.bcparks.ca
40 km SE of Nakusp and 5 km north of New Denver on Hwy 6. A restful escape well away 
from the buzz typical of other campgrounds. Newly refreshed! 35 campsites in a beautiful 
forest setting alongside Wilson Creek. Close to breathtaking Slocan Lake and the historic 
Galena Trail. Hand pump water supply, accessible pit toilets, playground. Reservable and 
plenty of first-come, first-served sites in peak season.

Silverton Municipal Campground – Silverton
250-358-2472 • silverton.ca
Silverton has one campground separated into two different 
locations. Lakeside campground has 4 sites directly on the lake 
and 17 sites adjacent. Creekside campground has 20 sites. 
Both can accommodate larger units and tents, with washroom and shower facilities. Book 
through the Village of Silverton website.

Centennial Park Campground – New Denver
250-358-2316 • newdenver.ca • 
campground@newdenver.ca
Open May 1 – Oct. 1. Book one of 48 sites, starting at 
$30 / night. 6 sites have water & 30-amp power hookups. Accessible washroom and 
coin-operated showers. Lakeside location featuring a park, beach, pump track, boat 
launch, and reflection garden. Pets on a leash are welcome. Secure your spot at www.
newdenver.ca/campground.

William Hunter Cabins – Silverton
250-358-2647 • williamhuntercabins.ca 
303 Lake Ave, Silverton
We have one lovely log cabin divided into two suites. All suites 
feature a queen-sized bed, spacious living room with comfortable 
sofa, bathroom including shower/bath and a kitchenette complete with a 2-burner 
cook top, mini fridge, sink, microwave, toaster, coffee maker and cooking utensils.

JB’s Marine Pub and Restaurant – Ainsworth
Call 250-353-7716 for reservations and take-out.
With a family-friendly dining area and a great little Kootenay-style pub, JB’s 
is home to our famous fish & chips, hand-cut fries, burgers, and southern 
fried chicken! Open Wed–Sun 3–8 pm. Take-out and off-sales available! 
4 km north of Ainsworth Hot Springs on Hwy 31.

Waypoint Restaurant & Bar
kaslohotel.com • reservations@kaslohotel.com
250-353-7714
Located inside the Kaslo Hotel, The Waypoint Restaurant
 & Bar pairs inspired dishes with stunning Kootenay Lake views. Our menu is crafted for every 
occasion—from a casual bite to something worth celebrating. Sip a cocktail or local beer on 
the patio and let the scenery speak for itself. Open 7 days a week with brunch on weekends!

Slocan City Hotel – Slocan
1-877-756-2262
501 Harold St, Slocan, BC 
booking@slocancityhotel.ca • www.slocancityhotel.ca 
Nestled in the heart of the Slocan Valley, near the beach, this boutique hotel is a hidden gem. 
The newly renovated space preserves the original charm of the historic building, featuring five 
unique rooms, including one wheelchair-accessible room. The hotel also hosts The Lobby Grill 
restaurant and music venue.

Woodbury Resort and Marina – Ainsworth
250-353-7717 • 1-877-353-7717
woodburyresort.com • woodburyresort@netidea.com
On the shores of Kootenay Lake with beautiful lake 
and mountain views! Motel, chalets, cabins, RV, tenting. Country store and laundromat. Great 
food at JB’s Pub & Restaurant. Full-service marina, with family-friendly fishing and pontoon 
boat rentals, tackle shop and gas dock. Heated pool. Free Wi-Fi. Hiking, biking, swimming, 
fishing, quading just outside your door. Great food at JB’s Pub and family Restaurant. 4 km 
north of Ainsworth Hot Springs on Hwy 31.

Valhalla Inn – New Denver 
www.valhallainn.biz •info@valhallainn.biz
250-358-2228
Valhalla Inn is a nostalgic character inn with a variety of rooms, family restaurant & licensed 
outdoor patio, and Odin’s Pub & Off Sales. Open 7 days a week. Breakfast, lunch, entree 
specials and our in-house Chinese food! Located on Hwy 6 @ Slocan Avenue. Free Wi-Fi.

Springer Creek RV Park & Campground – Slocan
250-355-2266 • campground@villageofslocan.ca
Open May 1 – Oct 15. Located at 1020 Giffin Rd., Slocan. Turn right 
immediately off of Hwy 6 entrance to Village of Slocan. Full & partial 
hook-ups, tenting sites, sani-dump, wheelchair-accessible washroom 
and showers, Wi-Fi, cell service, pets on leash and seasonal Tourist/
Information booth. For reservations, please visit www.slocancity.com/campground.

Karibu Park Cottages & Campground – Winlaw
1-888-452-7428 • karibupark.com
Our picturesque property is located just off Hwy 6 in Winlaw, next to 
the Rail Trail and Slocan River. Eight fully equipped cottages and 36 
campsites in a forest setting, 10 of which have power and water hook-ups. Hot showers, 
recreation area, small beach, gardens, gazebo, spa, and Wi-Fi. Short walk to Winlaw.

Lemon Creek Pioneer Campground – Lemon Creek
250-355-2547 • info@lemoncreekcampground.ca • lemoncreekcampground.ca
7680 Kennedy Rd., 9 km south of Slocan off Hwy 6. A 26-site campground with 15- & 30-amp 
services. Grass and tree large tent sites. Next to the Rails to Trails line and just a 10 min. 
drive to Slocan Lake Beach. Hot showers and Wi-Fi included in rates. 

Woodbury Resort and Marina – Ainsworth
250-353-7717 • 1-877-353-7717
woodburyresort.com • woodburyresort@netidea.com
On the shores of Kootenay Lake with beautiful lake and 
mountain views! Motel, chalets, cabins, RV, tenting. Country store and laundromat. Great 
food at JB’s Pub & Restaurant. Full-service marina, with family-friendly fishing and pontoon 
boat rentals, tackle shop and gas dock. Heated pool. Free Wi-Fi. Hiking, biking, swimming, 
fishing, quading just outside your door. Great food at JB’s Pub and family Restaurant. 4 km 
north of Ainsworth Hot Springs on Hwy 31.

RESTAURANTS & ACCOMMODATIONS

The Paddy Shack – Nakusp
250-265-3255 
The Paddy Shack, located on Hwy 6, Nakusp, is open 6 days a week 
11 am-7 pm. Closed Mondays in summer (spring and fall hours vary). 
Choose a homemade burger, hotdog, wrap, donair, or something equally
delicious from our varied menu! Top off the meal with a fresh fruit milkshake or a scrumptious 
sundae. Come enjoy great food in the great outdoors!

NEW DENVER & SILVERTON

VISITOR INFO

New Denver-Silverton 
active transportation 
corridor inches ahead
by Jan McMurray

An active transportation link 
between New Denver and Silverton 
may finally be going somewhere. 
The North Slocan Trails Society 
and the RDCK’s Rural Mobility 
Community Advisory Committee 
have been working together on this, 
and the RDCK has agreed to apply 
for a grant for a feasibility study and a 
preliminary design for the link.

Miranda Hughes and Luce Paquin, 
members of the committee, made 
a presentation at the July 14 New 
Denver council meeting, asking for a 
financial contribution and a letter of 
support. Council is expected to make 
a decision on the request at its August 
11 meeting.

H u g h e s  s a i d  t h e  a c t i v e 
transportation link won’t be a trail, but 
rather a corridor along the highway. 

Transportation between the two 
villages is essential for New Denver 
and Silverton residents, Hughes said, 
and there is a need for a safe alternative 
to private automobiles along this 
important corridor. “Between these 
two villages, it’s not a ‘nice-to-have’ 
thing – we don’t have sidewalks, 
public transit, or quiet back streets,” 
she said. She also pointed out that 
transportation is estimated to account 
for 70% of emissions in the RDCK.

The corridor has wide public 
support. In a 2022 online survey, with 
312 responses, 94.2% of respondents 
said they supported the link. The 
Village also supports it – it’s in the 
Active Transportation Plan.

The committee has been gathering 
information for a year and a half, 
Hughes said, including meeting 

To ensure public safety under the Forest and Range Practices Act
(FRPA) Forest Recreation Regulation Sec. 16 (a)(II), the Alps

Alturas Hiking Trail has been temporarily closed due to ongoing
mineral exploration. TEMPORARY mineral exploration activities
are not anticipated to cause disturbances to trail conditions. The
trail will reopen following the completion of temporary activities

on August 15 . During this temporary closure, we will be
repairing winter damage on the trail and performing maintenance

on the forest service road to the trailhead.
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S.S. Moyie National Historic Site – Kaslo
324 Front St., Kaslo
250-353-2525 • klhs.bc.ca
Visit the world’s oldest intact passenger sternwheeler, a 19th century 
steamship, beautifully restored! Open daily May through Oct 10 am-
5 pm. Guided tours available. Call 250-353-2525 for more information.

NEW DENVER & SILVERTON

Ainsworth Hot Springs Resort – Ainsworth
1-800-668-1171 • ainsworthhotsprings.com
Immerse yourself in soothing hot spring pools, venture into the 
breathtaking cave, and treat yourself to exceptional spa services. Enjoy modern guest rooms 
while relishing the exquisite culinary creations prepared by Executive Chef Cory Chapman.

Studio Connexion Art Gallery – Fine Art – Nakusp
250-265-8888 • 203 Fifth Ave. NW, Nakusp
2026 Summer Exhibition Series from May through September with: 
Brigitte Debois (May 8-23), Francine Lanoie (May 26-June 13), 
Kentree Speirs (June 16-July 4), Maureen Howard, Diane Akey 
and Patti Smith (July 7-25), Charlene Duncan (Jul 28-Aug 15), Chantel Julien (Aug 18-Sep 
5), Sharon Bamber (Sep 8-26). Plus other fine artists represented in this quaint gallery. Open 
Tues.-Sat., 11 am-4 pm or by appointment. A Gift for Your Eyes and You…

Nikkei Internment Memorial Centre National 
Historic Site – New Denver
250-358-7288 • nikkeimemorial.ca • 306 Josephine St
A National Historic Site dedicated to the telling of the story of the 
WWII Internment of Japanese Canadians in the West Kootenays. Interpretive displays, 
original internment buildings, and period artifacts. Admission rate: $9/person, $7/student 
or senior, $20/family. Call for weekend tour time.  Open daily May 1-Sept. 30, 10 am-5 pm.

Kaslo Kayaking & Adventure Centre – Kaslo
344 Front Street, Kaslo
250-353-1925 • kasloadventurecentre.com
A four-season shop for all your hiking, camping and paddling 
adventures – clothing, gear, accessories and more. Kayak, Canoe 
& Paddleboard – tours, rentals and lessons. Think outside…
no box required.

The Langham Arts Centre – Kaslo
thelangham.ca • info@thelangham.ca
250-353-2661
Located in the heart of Kaslo, The Langham is a 
vibrant arts and culture centre with 2 public art galleries, a theatre and museum. Open year-
round, gallery hours are Fridays – Mondays 1 pm – 4 pm, Museum is open 7 days a week 
from 9 am – 6 pm. Admission by donation.

Nakusp & District Museum – Nakusp
250 265 0015 • nakuspmuseum@gmail.com
92B – 6th Ave, NW, Nakusp
The Nakusp and District Museum is located in the 
Centennial Building, below the Library. With over 5000 artifacts and new displays, the Museum 
is an interesting way to spend some time learning the history of the area on your visit to our 
beautiful Village. Open Thursday to Saturday 10 am to 2 pm. Admission $7.00, children 10 
and under FREE. Yearly membership single $20.00 and family $35.00.

Hidden Garden Gallery – New Denver
hiddengardengallery.ca
Located at 112 Slocan Avenue, across from the Village offices. 
Our community gallery showcases a different regional artist every 
week, from June 1 - September 30, 2026. The gallery is open Tuesdays through Sundays, from 
10 am to 3 pm. For a complete list of upcoming shows, visit our website at hiddengardengallery.
ca or check the Valley Voice for weekly artist’s receptions.

Nakusp Hot Springs, Chalets & Campground – Nakusp
www.nakusphotsprings.com • info@nakusphotsprings.com
250-265-4528 • 1-866-999-4528
A great way to unwind after a day of Kootenay adventures, our 
naturally sourced hot spring pools are open year-round. Drop in 
or stay with us; we have cedar chalets and a campground, 
nestled in a beautiful mountain setting. Take a scenic drive up the paved Hot Springs Road 
alongside the Kuskanax Creek and watch for wildlife along the way. relax ~ refresh ~ return

Slocan Lake Golf Course – New Denver
250-358-2408 • info@slocanlakegolfclub.ca • slocanlakegolfclub.ca
Enjoy a round of golf at the Slocan Lake Golf Club, 2 km north of New 
Denver. Open 7 days a week, no tee times required. Green fees (tax 
included): 9 holes – $30, 18 holes – $45. Restaurant open Wed–Fri 4–8 pm. Mon morning – Sr 
Men’s Golf; Wed – Men’s Night; Thurs – Ladies’ Night. For further information, call our Pro 
Shop at 250-358-2408.

included): 9 holes – $30, 18 holes – $45. Restaurant open Wed–Fri 4–8 pm. Mon morning – Sr 

HOT SPRINGS

GOLF COURSES

Valley View Golf Course – Winlaw
golfvalleyview.ca • 250-226-7421 • info@golfvalleyview.ca
6937 Hwy 6, Winlaw. Enjoy our scenic family-friendly 9-hole, 
par 35 course with separate tees for the back nine, plus a 
9-hole disc golf course. Relax at our licensed patio restaurant with stunning Slocan 
Valley views. No tee times required. Rentals available for power and hand carts, golf 
clubs, and disc golf discs.

Kaslo Golf Club & Clubhouse Restaurant – Kaslo
418 Pine Ave, Kaslo
Visit us at kaslogolf.org for tournament updates. 
Follow us on Facebook
Clubhouse Restaurant: 250-353-3339  Dine in or take-out. Closed 
Mondays, Open Tues-Thurs 11am - 2:30, Fri-Sun 11- 6:30. 
Spectacular 9-hole course. Everyone welcome. Cart and club rentals available. Open daily 
until end of September weather permitting. Pro Shop 250-353-2262. May–Sept: Ladies Night 
– Tues 3:30 play starts at 4pm; Seniors Day – Wed (Men & Women) play start time 10 am; 
Mens Night – Thursdays, play start time 4:30 pm

GALLERIES & MUSEUMS

Sandon Museum & Visitors’ Centre – Sandon
250-916-9034 • sandonmuseum.com
sandonmuseum@netidea.com
Open 10 am - 5 pm; 7 days a week until Thanksgiving. Located 
13 km east of New Denver in historic silver mining ghost town. Collections of stunning 
photographs and fascinating artifacts. Admission: $5.00; 12 & under and members FREE. 
In the brick building.

THINGS TO DO
Valhalla Pure Outfitters – New Denver
250-358-7755 • vpo.ca
Visit The Original VPO Store. 
Outdoor Clothing and Gear. Hiking, Camping, Paddling (Boats & Boards). Open May-Oct 7 
days a week. Located on the corner of Hwy 6 and New Denver Main Street.

Fauquier & District Golf Club – Fauquier
Hwy 6, Fauquier • fauquiergolf.ca • 250-269-7414
Check us out on Facebook!
Beautiful 9-hole, par 33 golf course on the shores of Arrow Lakes, 
1 minute from Needles ferry. Camping available, no tee times or reservations required. 9 
holes – $33 Mon-Thurs, $35 Fri–Sun. 18 holes – $50. Power/hand carts and clubs available 
for rent (kids rentals no charge).

Smiling Otter – Slocan
Canoe, Kayak & SUP Rentals
250-505-8020 • info@nwmexperience.com
smilingotter.com
Enjoy exploring the West Kootenay Region by canoe, kayak or stand-up paddleboard. 
All safety equipment provided. Single & multi-day rentals. Shuttle service & trip support. We 
also offer delivery & pick-up to local summer vacation rentals. Locally made quality boats 
from Hellman Canoes. Over 25 years serving Slocan, Arrow & Kootenay Lakes.

Jones Boys Boats
Ainsworth Hot Springs (south of Kaslo)
jonesboysboats.com • rentals@jonesboysboats.com
1-877-552-6287
We have what you need for your ultimate boat rental experience 
on beautiful Kootenay Lake! Our modern fleet includes bow riders, 
pontoon boats, deck boats, waverunners, and even towable water 
toys. Full, half or multiple days. Flexible rental times, competitive 
rates, and quality boats. Discover the Jones Boys Boats difference!

VISITOR INFO
Lardeau Valley Historical Society Museum – Meadow Creek
museum.lvhs@gmail.com or Facebook Lardeau Valley Historical Society
13435 Hwy 31 (SE corner of Lardeau Valley Hall property), Meadow Creek.
Visit the LVHS Museum in scenic Meadow Creek and experience the history of ‘the Lardeau.’ 
Housed in the historic Gerrard Trout Hatchery residence, the museum collection immerses 
you in the rich and colourful past of people places of North Kootenay Lake and the Lardeau 
and Duncan River Valleys.

Against the Wind Farm Blueberry U-PICK
info@againstthewindfarm.ca or Facebook/Instagram @ againstthewindfarm
6376 Slocan River Road, Winlaw. Open Thursday-Sunday, 8 am - 4 pm (until berries are 
done!). Call 250-226-7565 for more information.

Land Disposal Policy 
adopted

A Land Disposal Policy was 
adopted, “intended to support a 
simple, consistent, and transparent 
process for future land disposal 
matters,” according to a staff report. 
Councillor Moss asked for a change 
in wording to make it clear that the 
cost of the first appraisal is borne 
by the resident wishing to purchase 
the Village land, but if council 
wants a second appraisal, the cost 
of the second appraisal is borne by 
the Village. Council agreed to the 
amendment.

Veterans’ 
commemorative 
projects

Councillor Moss reported that 

the veterans’ commemorative design 
had been painted in front of the 
cenotaph in New Denver, and a 
commemorative crosswalk had been 
painted in Slocan. The cenotaph in 
New Denver will be cleaned and the 
new plaque will be installed in the 
last phase of the project.

Library Committee 
update

Councillor Moss reported that 
a bylaw to create a service for the 
library in the North Slocan Valley is 
in the hands of the Regional District 
of Central Kootenay (RDCK), and a 
draft agreement between the Nakusp 
Library and the North Slocan Library 
in New Denver for e-books and the 
One Card system is now before the 
Nakusp Library board. 

“This committee has done what 
it said it would do,” Moss said. “I 

hope the new council will continue 
with this. Hopefully something will 
come out of the RDCK process.”

Development Permits
A Development Permit was 

approved for 406 Sixth Avenue 
(former Valley Voice building) for 
exterior alterations and signage.

However, a decision on a 
Development Permit Application 
made by owners of 711 Union 
Street was deferred. The owners 
requested 0 rear and interior setbacks 
to accommodate construction of 
a garage. Staff asked for more 
time to have a discussion with the 
applicants, as 0 setbacks at this 
location could have implications 
for vehicle access, maintenance, 
drainage, neighbouring properties 
and future redevelopment. 

Councillor Moss said he visited 
the site and spoke to the applicants 

and neighbours, and heard their 
concerns. He recommended that 
all councillors make a site visit. He 
also made a motion to direct staff 
to remove two stumps and some 
rocks in the area to allow residents 
to maintain the alley better. That 
motion passed.

Recognition Requests 
Policy to be drafted

Council directed staff to draft a 
Recognition Requests Policy that 
maintains the Village’s current no-
proclamations approach, clarifies 
the treatment of recognition requests 
and letters of support and replaces 
the outdated Proclamations Policy 
adopted in 2000.

Transfer station 
compactor

There was a follow-up discussion 

on the compactor at the transfer 
station. A response from the CAO of 
the RDCK indicated that the RDCK 
requires incident reports whenever 
the Village’s equipment is damaged. 
Mayor Leonard Casley asked staff 
to email the RDCK again, and ask 
them to leave the breaker on. The 
Village dumps garbage at the station 
on Tuesdays, when the facility is 
not open, so Village staff can’t use 
the compactor, Casley explained. If 
the breaker is left on, staff would be 
able to use it.

Incomappleux FSR
Council agreed to send a letter 

in support of the Incomappleux 
Stakeholder Coalition’s request for 
the Incomappleux Forest Service 
Road to remain open until there is 
meaningful engagement with the 
stakeholders.

New Denver council, July 14
continued from page 16
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BUSINESS DIRECTORY
CONSTRUCTION • HOME • GARDEN • WELL-BEING • GROCERIES • RESTAURANTS 

Hand & Soul 
Wellness Centre

202 Lake Avenue, Silverton
CHIROPRACTOR: Dr. Larry Zaleski

Over 30 years experience of Spinal Health Care
Offices in Silverton, Winlaw & Nakusp 250-358-2177

COUNSELLOR: Sue Mistretta, M.A. 
Over 20 years counselling experience supporting 

clients experiencing stress, anxiety, grief and other  
life changes. In person and Secure Video sessions. 

Now offering somatic therapy. 
Offices in Silverton and Nelson.  250-777-1704

SUPPORT FOR 
YOUR SPIRIT
Bi-weekly book study, bi-
weekly services, Tuesday 
8 am meditation, monthly 

Contemplative in the Kootenays
For information & links, contact 

descamp@heartsrest.com
Turner Zion United Church of 
Canada is alive and welcomes 

you online—and in person.

MADDEN TIMBER CONSTRUCTION, INC.
HPO Licenced Builder & Red Seal Carpenter 

TimberFrame Homes
 Stairs, Interior Finishing, Drywall

Concrete and Excavation
Roofing and Siding

Custom Design
Wood and Timber Sales

               dave@maddentimber.com
                       250 265 1807

HALL LUMBER 
& BUILDING SUPPLIES

Open Mon, Tues, Wed, Fri & Sat 
10 am to 5 pm

PHONE 250-269-0043
Find us at 280 Lower Inonoaklin Rd. 

Edgewood, BC

SOLID 
PLAN

DRAFTING AND DESIGN
S. KING, CET

(250) 358-7922
s.king@solid-plan.ca

4619 Hwy 6, New Denver, BC V0G 1S1

Wired by Alex
Electrical Contracting Ltd

Alex Joseph

250-358-7721

TSBC LEL0213780

• CONSTRUCTION
• RENOVATIONS

• LIGHTING UPGRADES
• SERVICE UPGRADES

• SOLAR INSTALLATION
• OFF GRID SYSTEMS

DENNIS LYNCH
250-687-0300

RUBYRANGEELECTRIC 
@GMAIL.COM

JUSTHINK PAINTING 
SERVICES
Serving Kaslo and 
area since 1990
Commercial • Residential 
• Interior • Exterior
Free estimates. 
Seniors’ discount.
250-353-3415 or 250-353-7128

AVIS EXCAVATING
– Serving the Slocan Valley –
• Excavation • Ditching • Water Lines 

• Land Improvement • Tree/Brush 
Removal for Wildfire Mitigation

p: 250-226-7849
w: avisexcavating.com

Larry Avis: lmavis@telus.net

Delivery available in the New Denver Silverton area. 
For same day delivery call, email or fax by 2:00 pm.

NEW MARKET FOODS
518 6th Ave • New Denver
250-358-2270 Fax: 250-358-2290

email: shopnewmarket@gmail.com
www.newmarketfoods.ca

Our hours are 7 days a week from 8:00 am to 7:00 pm

• All Organic Produce
• All Organic Grains

– Bulk Ordering –
Community Discount Day:

Last Friday of the month

Mon-Sat 9-6
Sunday 10-4

Downtown Winlaw • 250-226-7255

Gaia Tree Whole Foods
Community Market

FOOD TRUCK IN KASLO!
OPEN    12 - 4 pm

MONDAY - FRIDAY
Tacos - Burritos - Rice Bowls

420 Front St. Kaslo
downtown/ behind laundromat

www.COSMICTACOBC.com

S imon Kelly
250 - 551 - 0 29 5

valhalla heating solutions
valhallaheatingsolutions@gmail.com

PL U MB I N G  
&  HE A T I N G

COMMUNITY

PE N N Y D A L E  J U N C T I O N  B C
at Valley View Golf Course

O PE N  7  D A Y S A  W E E K !
1 1 :0 0  A M –  9 :0 0  PM

Join us for great food, scenic views, 
and warm hospitality.

Come experience a delightful 
culinary experience at 
Pennydale Junction!

www.pennydalejunction-bc.ca
( 250 )  226 - 7 24 1

PE N N Y D A L E  J U N C T I O N  B C

Get your 
business seen!

Next Valley Voice 
deadline is August 5

valleyvoice@valleyvoice.ca
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AUTOMOTIVE • SMALL MOTORS• MACHINE SHOP • RETAIL • SERVICES
• Tractors / agriculture 
equipment
• Construction 
equipment and trailers
• Welding and minor 
fabrication work
•  S ervices and 
preventative maintenance

For rates and availability contact:
James Schmidt or Chad Parfitt

Phone: (250) 226 6774
Email: ponderosarepair@gmail.com

STEEL TOE JOE’S
Automotive Repair

Joe Shaw
Owner & Journeyman Technician

3804 Pine Rd. Krestova, BC

778.454.0180
stjautomotive@gmail.com

Niko Bekker
(250) 353-1091

bekkertruckworx@gmail.com

Towing & Hauling
• Vehicles

• Sea Containers
• Light Equipment

• Building Supplies

Playmor Junction Hwy 6 & 3A

Ski Doo, Sea Doo, 
Can Am, Ariens & Echo

1045 Playmor

H. A. Benson Inc.
Chartered Professional Accountant
119 Broadway Street
Box 780
Nakusp, BC V0G 1R0

Phone: 250-265-3370 • Fax: 250-265-3375
Email: dalyce@habenson.ca

Certified by the Province of BC 

Bill Lander 
REALTOR®
250-551-5652
bill@billlander.ca

I show all my listings!
 Serving the Slocan Valley for the 

17th year.
Offices in Nakusp, Nelson & Kaslo 

For 80 years, Tupperware has 
been creating innovative 

home and kitchen solutions 
that help families save time, 

money, space, food, and 
energy, while remaining 
practical, durable, and 

environmentally responsible. 
Contact Susan Wilson

Independent Tupperware Representative
swilson@direct.ca - 250.226.7751

805 Kildare St, New Denver

250-358-7199

T uesdays • Thursdays •Saturdays
1 0  am - –  3 pm

NEW DENVER & SILVERTON

BUSINESS DIRECTORY

High-Res Property 
Snapshot Maps:

For private acreages
$325. Current, clear, scaled.

Kootenay service, learn more
zycoptera.com/property-snapshot

$325. Current, clear, scaled.
Advertise in our Business Directory 

for as little as $12 per issue!

Raven’s Nest
Open Every Day!

Mon – Sat, 10 am – 4:30 pm
Sun, 11 am – 3 pm

Main Street, New Denver

New Denver-Silverton active 
transportation corridor
continued from page 17
with Ministry of Transportation and 
regional government representatives 
and citizen stakeholders, and procuring 
LiDAR data, scope-of-work outlines 
and cost estimates for the feasibility 
study.

Luce Paquin told council that 

following the feasibility study and 
preliminary design, the next phase 
would be an engineered corridor plan, 
permitting and construction. She said 
completing the study was important 
in order to be ready for any grant 
opportunities for the engineered plan 
and construction phases.

The cost of the study is estimated 

at $80,000. The Columbia Basin Trust 
grant that the RDCK will apply for 
will cover at least 50% of the cost. 
Other confirmed funding includes 
$10,000 from the RDCK Area H 
Community Development Fund, 
$1,300 from the North Slocan Trails 
Society, and $2,500 from the Village 
of Silverton.

ERRATA
In our July 16, 2026 issue 

(“Silverton council, July 8: Public 
hearing for draft OCP set for 
August 19,” page 17) we incorrectly 
published that “Colleen’s Beach is 
also set to receive a permissive tax 
exemption.”

Colleen’s Beach is not included in 
the 2026 Permissive Tax Exemption 
Bylaw. The only properties included 
are the Silverton Gallery, the 
Silverton Curling Rink & Arena, 

and the Silverton Campground
In our July 16 issue, we also 

printed the wrong date of the Kaslo 
Garden Tour in “2026 Incredible 
Garden Tour in Kaslo.” The correct 
date was July 19. 

The next Valley Voice
advertising and 

submissions deadline is 
August 5.
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Run your classified 
ad for as little as $9 

per issue!
valleyvoice@valleyvoice.ca

Thank you for supporting your local businesses! 
Key to a thriving local economy

SERVICES
T L H A N D Y M A N  S E R V I C E S : 
Renovations, builds, flooring, roofing, 
siding, repairs, fencing, odd jobs small and 
large. Call Rob: 250-920-9279 or email: 
fantastichome@gmail.com.
KERRY’S STITCHERY: Custom sewing, 
alterations, repairs. Including: denim, leather, 
canvas and draperies. Balfour. Call: 250-
229-4913.
JUSTHINK PAINTING SERVICES: 
Serving Kaslo and area since 1990. 
Commercial, residential. Interior, exterior. 
Free estimates. Seniors’ discount. 250-353-
3415 or 250-353-7128.
U-PICK BLUEBERRIES Thurs-Sun 8 am-4 
pm until berries are done! 2026 garlic available 
to order. Email info@againsthewindfarm.ca, 
visit againstthewindfarm.ca or call 250-226-
7565 for more information. 6376 Slocan 
River Road in Winlaw. 

CAREGIVER NEEDED IMMEDIATELY 
for 72-year-old man – expect five days a 
week. Tiny house available for nominal rent. 
250-358-2756.
HOSPICE
NEW DENVER HOSPICE – Providing 
support at end of life. Office is open every 
Wednesday 1-3 pm, 401 Galena Ave. 
Contact admin@newdenverhospice.ca or 
250-358-7828.
NOTICES
ARE ALCOHOL OR OTHER DRUGS 
a problem in your life? AA, NA and ACA 
(Adult Children of Alcoholics/Dysfunctional 
Families), AL-ANON (family) meetings can 
help. For information on AA: in New Denver, 
250-358-7158; Nakusp, 250-265-8894; 
Kaslo, 250-353-9617. For NA: Nakusp, 
778-549-3110; New Denver, 250-551-4043; 
778-549-3110. For AL-ANON (family): 
New Denver, 250-551-6540. Please, if you 
can’t get through, try another number. 
PETS
TURN YOUR DOG TRAINING struggles 
into strengths. Get real-life results with 
games-based training. Have fun, learn lots. 
www.proudofmydog.ca

and August. See you there. 
FOR RENT
R E S P O N S I B L E ,  R E L I A B L E , 
T R U S T W O RT H Y,  A N D  Q U I E T 
RENTER/S WANTED for beautiful country 
home in Slocan Valley`s Lemon Creek area. 
Fully furnished. We are looking for a middle-
aged single person/couple. No pets. $ 1500 + 
utilities. Elisabeth 250-355-2536, elisabeth@
hauslemon.com
PRIME RETAIL/COMMERCIAL 
SPACE available for lease on Broadway 
in Nakusp. 500 to 2000 sq/ft. C-1, core 
commercial. 92 W Broadway St. 250-265-
1568.
FOR SALE
HPFP SUMMER LUMBER SALE – Fir 
lifts 1” and 2”: 50% off utility grade, 25% 
off by the piece. Cedar #2 grade 1 x 4s: 25% 
off full lifts, 15% off by the piece. Contact 
Harrop Procter Forest Products at sales@
hpcommunityforest.org or 250-551-5452. 
730 Ogilvie Road, Harrop BC.
HELP WANTED
P E R S O N A L C A R E  W O R K E R 
POSITION near Winlaw for 65+ male. 
Part-time, experience required. $28 to start. 
nordic.es@protonmail.com

COMING EVENTS
JOIN US at New Denver’s Hidden Garden 
Gallery, supporting emerging and established 
local artists. Victoria Mitchell’s Roots to 
Rise is finished on Sunday, August 2nd. 
Alison Etter’s Photography show runs from 
August 4-9, with a reception on August 5 at 
7 pm with music by Freya. The New Denver 
Carvers Group show runs from August 11-
16, with reception on Thursday, August 13 
at 7 pm with music by Michael Huber. The 
Hidden Garden Gallery is located at 112 
Slocan Avenue, open 10 am-3 pm, Tuesday 
to Sunday. For more information, please visit 
hiddengardengallery.ca.
THE FRIDAY MARKET happens in 
New Denver every Friday from 9:30 am 
to 1:30 pm. Our well-established gem of a 
market is in the heart of the village under 
the shade of beautiful maple trees. We offer 
a bounty of local produce, food products, 
flowers, herbs and artisan wares. Find us on 
Facebook for weekly vendor updates. Email: 
ndfridaymarket@gmail.com
SLOCAN SATURDAY MARKET. 
Saturdays at Expo Park, Village of Slocan. 
10 am – 2 pm.  Local artisans, farmers, live 
music, great food, and kids zone. June, July, 

ANNOUNCEMENTS
BUDDY’S PIZZA, KASLO: Award-
winning, hand-stretched artisan pizza. 250-
353-2282.
FOREVER GREEN. Find out all about the 
Slocan Lake GREEN BURIAL SOCIETY 
online: http://greenburialnewdenver.ca/. 
Also on FB. Lifetime memberships only 
$20. e-transfer to slgreenburialsociety@
gmail.com with contact info, or mail $20 
cheque to SLGBS, Box 69, New Denver, 
V0G 1S0.
CALL FOR VENDORS
CALL FOR VENDORS - for Fall Harvest 
event at Slocan Park Community Hall on 
Sunday, October 18, 11 am - 3 pm. Looking 
for local vendors with fruits, veggies, meat, 
honey, preserves, & baking.  For information 
and vendor applications: slocanparkhall@
gmail.com.
CARD OF THANKS
TO  A L L T H E  M E D I C A L A N D 
HOSPITAL STAFF in Kaslo and Kelowna, 
who cared for and transported our wife and 
mother Sandra, we would like to extend our 
appreciation for your efforts. Thank you. 
Jeffrey/Patrick Butler.

CLASSIFIED ADS

HOSPICE

ANNOUNCEMENTS

FOR SALE

PETS

FOR RENT

CALL FOR VENDORS

NOTICES

SERVICES

NAKUSP & AREA
Bon Marche Dollar Dollar
Open 9 am - 5 pm Monday to Saturday. 
Facebook: Bon Marche Dollar Dollar Nakusp • bonmarchedollar@telus.net 250-265-3644 

Kim’s Kustoms
Open regular hours, 8:30 am-5:30 pm
250-265-4012 

Nakusp Glass
Open Monday - Friday 9-5
Drop in, call or email to make an appointment. 250-265-3252, nakuspglass@gmail.com

Royal LePage Selkirk Realty
Open Mon-Fri 9:30 am - 12 noon, 1 pm - 4:30 pm.
Our agents are more than happy to help!
250-265-3635; Nakusp@royallepage.ca

Shon’s Bike - Ski - Stay
Mon-Sat, 9 am-5:30 pm
Please drop off bike repairs to the front entrance of the shop.
No appointments are necessary for bike tune-ups. Our coffee shop and lounge area is 
open. For all inquiries, call us at 250-265-3332, email info@shons.ca, website: www.
shons.ca, Facebook: Shon’s Bike-Ski-Stay.

Save-On-Foods
Open 8 am-7 pm. Bottle returns - up to 2 dozen max. 250-265-3662.

KASLO & AREA
Kaslo Building Supplies-Kaslo
Open 7:30-5 Mon-Sat, Open Sundays and most stat holidays 10-2

250-353-7628, kaslo.building@telus.net, www.kaslobuilding.com 

Angry Hen Brewing Company
Open for patio and inside seating with off-sales for beer to go, 7 days a week! Phone to 
pre-order or to arrange a ‘beer-it-forward’ delivery for a friend. 250-353-7446, lounge@
angryhenbrewing.com, Facebook, Instagram.
Cornucopia
Now open Mon-Sat, 9:00 - 5:30, closed Sunday
250-353-2594; cornkaslo@gmail.com; Facebook Cornucopiakaslo

JB’s Pub & Restaurant
Wednesday to Sunday, 3-8 pm, Happy Hour 3-5 pm. Family-friendly dining and casual 
pub atmosphere! Take out, off-sales available, call 250-353-7716.
Jones Boys Boats
We are open for business! www.jonesboysboats.com

250.353.2550 info@jonesboysboats.com 
https://www.facebook.com/Jonesboysboats

Kaslo Hotel
Restaurant & Pub open 11:30 am-9 pm. Front desk open 8 am-9 pm. Call or check our website 
for reservations. Check our Facebook page for upcoming events. Strict sanitizing protocols in 
place. 250-353-7714, www.kaslohotel.com.

Kaslo Mechanical
Open! Tuesday - Friday 9 am - 5 pm, Saturday 9 am - 1 pm
Closed long weekends. 6336 Hwy 31, Kaslo • 250-353-7409

Kul Nijjar, REALTOR(R) Fair Realty Ltd.
Open! kul@kulnijjar.ca, 250-505-4722

Sunnyside Naturals
Open Mon-Sat, 9 am-6 pm
Food takeout
Phone orders and delivery available. 250-353-9667

Woodbury Resort
Motels, Cabins, serviced RV sites, tenting. Full-service Marina including fuel, tackle, fishing 
licenses and boat rentals! Contact for reservations or inquiries. Ph: 250-353-7717. wood-
buryresort@netidea.com

SLOCAN VALLEY
NEW DENVER
Glacier View Service
Open 7 days, 8 am - 5:30 pm
250-358-2445

New Market Foods
Open every day, 8 am-7 pm
You can call the store at 250-358-2270 or email shop@newmarketfoods.com
https://www.newmarketfoods.com/

Raven’s Nest
Open Every Day for your shopping pleasure! • In anticipation of summer, we have 
brought in some cool clothing from River Goddess, Leka Design, Abaka, and Brok 
Boys. The new River Goddess sundresses are truly gorgeous, and made of soft, 
comfortable cotton, yet it’s hard to top Leka’s classic linen garments for beating the 
heat • Mystery lovers are in luck – you can pick up the latest from Canadian writers 
Iona Whishaw, Louise Penny, and Ron Base on your way to chill at the beach • 
Hours: Monday to Saturday, 10 am – 4:30 pm, Sunday 11 am – 3 pm • 250-358-
2178 • Facebook & Instagram •

Valley Voice
1-833-501-1700; valleyvoice@valleyvoice.ca, www.valleyvoice.ca

SILVERTON
Silverton Building Supplies
Open Monday - Saturday 8 am - 5 pm. Your Slocan Valley Timber Mart BUILDING CENTRE. 
Fully stocked lumber yard for all your building and renovation needs, plus tools, hardware, 
housewares, camping supplies, propane, ice, farm and pet supplies, and much more. 100% 
locally owned and operated.  Quality products, competitive prices, weekly ordering, affordable 
deliveries,  friendly and knowledgeable staff.  250-358-2293.  
Silverton Camp Café
Open year-round, 7 days a week including holidays! Everything fresh baked daily. Mon-
day-Saturday 9:00-4:00, Sunday 9-3. 780-660-3784
Silverton General Store 
A little bit of everything. Providing organic, local, natural foods, café with dine-in and takeout 
options, artisan wares and gifts, antiques, koots kids clothing by donation and coin-operated 
laundromat. 250-358-2284 www.silvertongeneralstore.ca 
Caravan Company Goods
Ph:250-505-9609 or 250-505-6536 Mosshilldesign@gmail.com
Located at #202 Lake Avenue Silverton, BC
A little store with a big heart! New women’s seasonal fashions, curated second-hand 
clothing, gifts, home goods, rugs, bath products and so much more. We have some-
thing for everyone!

SLOCAN
Slocan Village Market
Open every day 9 am - 8 pm
Slocan Village Market is your local, affordable market. We are proud to offer a wide range of 
products including: Full grocery selection - Organic, Locally produced and Natural products - 
Fresh Produce - Beer, Wine and Liquor - Meat Department - In-store Deli & Bakery - Health 
& Beauty - Lotto - Hunting & Fishing  & Much More!! 250-355-2211, svmkt@telus.net

WINLAW
Emery Herbals Botanical Dispensary, Healing Suites and 
Teaching Centre
Colleen Emery, Cl.H, RHT (BCHA) is seeing clients online, onsite or via phone. New clients 
welcome. Email colleen@emeryherbals.com to book an appointment. The Botanical Dis-
pensary is open to the public Wednesday, Thursday and Friday 12 - 4. Order requests can 
be sent to orders@emeryherbals.com or phone 250 226 7744 All workshops and programs 
are offered online and onsite in Winlaw at the Teaching Centre.

Gaia Tree Whole Foods Mon-Sat 9 am-6 pm; Sun 10 am-4 pm Email to order for 
pick-up: gaiatreewholefoods@gmail.com  250-226-7255

Against the Wind Farm U-PICK blueberries Thursday-Sunday 8 am-4 pm (July 11 
until berries are done)! 2026 garlic available to order. Email info@againsthewindfarm.ca, visit 
againstthewindfarm.ca or call 250-226-7565 for more information. 6376 Slocan River Road. 
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Vallican Whole offers a cool refuge 
during Culture Tour 

A weekend for lovers of arts and culture on August 8 & 9

submitted by the Vallican Whole
For those art-lovers out there 

planning their routes through the 
valleys for the annual Columbia 
Basin Culture Tour on August 8 and 
9, make sure to turn off Highway 6 in 
Passmore and wind your way to the 
Vallican Whole Community Centre 
to enjoy a mixed media exhibit both 
inside and outside the beautiful hall.

The Sculpture Walk, which has 
been enjoying renewed attention 
and new installations this year, will 
be a cool and shady refuge for a 
stroll. Scattered throughout, and in 
conversation with the mature cedar 
forest, are almost 20 sculptures and 
land-art installations. Some have sat 
through years of weather, and are 
integrating back into the landscape 
with every passing storm. Others 
are newly acquired, and offer a fresh 
perspective and patina to the walk. A 

submit ted by the Kootenay 
Regional Arts Council

Artists, museums, art galleries, 
heritage sites and more will open 
their doors to the public – for 
free – during the Columbia Basin 
Culture Tour. 

A total of 85 venues, located 
in communities and rural areas 
throughout the Columbia Basin, 
are featured in the 18th annual 
tour, taking place on Saturday and 
Sunday, August 8 and 9, 2026, from 
10 am to 4 pm.  

“It’s so exciting that year after 

year the public is able to enjoy 
arts, culture and heritage in such a 
significant way through the Culture 
Tour,” said Kallee Lins, Executive 
Director of the Kootenay Regional 
Arts Council. “There’s a huge range 
of options – something to appeal to 
everyone – throughout the event. 
We invite people to take a look at the 
venues and start planning a fabulous 
weekend!” 

A project of the Kootenay 
Regional  Ar ts  Counci l ,  the 
Columbia Basin Culture Tour is 
supported by Columbia Basin Trust 

new exhibit map will be available for 
visitors to learn more about the work 
and the artists who made it.

Indoors, the Whole Gallery 
will be open with a group exhibit, 
featuring works by Peter Ellis, Vicky 
Gallinger, Sharon Pawliw, Susan 
Harder and others. Please note that 
the indoor Gallery is in the basement, 
and accessible only by stairs.

On Sunday afternoon, RARTS 
and the Slocan Lions Club will be 
hosting a barbecue by donation, in 
case you need some sustenance for 
your culture hunt. Volunteers from 
RARTS’ Gallery Committee will 
be on hand throughout the weekend 
to welcome visitors and answer 
questions. Watch for the signs, and 
visit the Culture Tour website to find 
out more about all the galleries and 
artists participating in this year’s 
tour.

Charlene Duncan at Studio Connexion
submitted by Studio Connexion

For the fifth exhibition of our 
Summer Series we are delighted to 
bring back Nakusp artist Charlene 
Duncan, who was last here in 2024. 
Charlene is our featured artist for this 
year’s Columbia Basin Culture Tour, 
and her show From the Mountains 
to the Sea will run from July 28 to 
August 15. You are invited to the 
opening reception on Friday, July 31 
from 5 to 7 pm.

As a kid, Charlene loved to draw 
and would sit beside her dad at her 
own little easel while he painted. 
Her father, Michael Duncan, was a 
professional artist who also taught 
theatre and self-defense. He was 
a very busy man and Charlene’s 
love of art and dance was highly 
influenced by him.

Charlene’s path included work 
as a professional picture framer, 
salesperson, and library clerk, all 

woven with artistic experimentation. 
She has tried different mediums 
like oils and water-soluble oils, but 
acrylic seems to be her preferred 
medium.

Charlene likes to improve her art 
knowledge with online workshops 
and with different artists, including, 
most recently, the Mastrius program. 
She does not paint en plein air but 
would love to get together with other 
artists in the future to try it.

She has not travelled much 
lately to see major exhibitions, but 
she sees all the shows at Studio 
Connexion. Her favourite artists are 
Alex Colville, Andrew Wyeth, and 
Ross Penhall.

Charlene’s fifth solo show 
reflects the places where she has 
lived on the West Coast and the 
Kootenays. Her work will interest 
art lovers in general and landscape 
collectors in particular.

Studio Connexion Art Gallery is 

located at 203 Fifth Ave. NW, in the 
heART of Nakusp. Walk-in hours are 
11 am to 4 pm, Tuesday to Saturday. 
During the Columbia Basin Culture 
Tour the gallery will be open 10 am 
to 4 pm on August 8 and 9.

Follow Studio Connexion on 
social media and check our their 
website at studioconnexiongallery.
com. Make the Connexion and see 
you at the gallery!

(CBT), with additional support 
provided by Nelson and Kootenay 
Lake Tourism. Through exhibitions, 
artwork displays, creative-process 
demonstrations and performances, 
each venue offers a new experience. 

The tour is self-guided and 
suitable for all ages. One 2025 
participant commented, “How are 
there so many talented people in our 
area? I thought the Columbia Basin 

Charlene Duncan’s Island Beach, showing at 
Studio Connexion in Nakusp.

Check out the Sculpture Walk at the Vallican 
Whole as part of the Columbia Basin Culture 

Tour on August 8 and 9. 

Culture Tour was great – never been 
to one before. I would go next year. 
Thank you for having this event.” 
Another 2025 participant said, 
“I very much enjoyed seeing the 
artists in their home environments 
and having the chance to chat with 
the various artists. I also liked the 
demos!” 

To learn more about the Culture 
Tour, discover the venues and 

view a map of locations, visit 
cbculturetour.com. Printed copies 
of the Columbia Basin Culture 
Tour directory are also available 
around the region in locations 
like art galleries, visitors’ centres, 
chambers of commerce, hotels and 
cafés. 

To keep up to date with tour 
happenings, follow @wkartscouncil 
on Instagram or Facebook.

Debra Rushfeldt’s paintings, drawings and 
outdoor mural will be on display at Prima 

Materia in Nakusp.  
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The Sandbox in Winlaw will host two full days of live Radio Free Winlove broadcasts, featuring 
musical performances, DJs and featured artists.

Barbara Brown’s work will be displayed as 
part of the Wild at Heart group show at the 

Crescent Valley Community Hall.  



23July 30, 2026   The Valley Voice  ARTS & CULTURE

Hidden Garden Gallery this week

The New Denver Carvers Group exhibit runs August 11-16.at the Hidden Garden Gallery.
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submitted by Hidden Garden 
Gallery

Victoria Mitchell’s painting 
exhibition Roots to Rise runs until 
Sunday, August 2 at 3 pm. 

From August 4 to 9,  the 
Hidden Garden Gallery presents 
Alison Etter’s photography show 
Kootenays on Canvas which will 
include an array of subjects such 
as: Tulip Falls, Nelson’s Big 
Orange Bridge, Monica Meadows 
decked out in fall colours and the 
trees on Lightning Strike Ridge 
showing off their stunning white 
winter dresses. 

Glaciers, lakes, falls and 
mountains: the Kootenays in all 
their glory. Alison is a member 
of the West Kootenay Camera 

Club and credits the feedback 
from seasoned photographers 
with honing her critical eye. Her 
reception will be held on the 
evening of Wednesday, August 
5 from 7 to 9 pm, with music by 
Freya.

The New Denver Carvers 
Group will be exhibiting their 
stone and wood carvings from 
August 11 to 16. The show will 
be a collection of sculptures by 
local carvers that have participated 
in the Stone Carving workshops, 
hosted by Roni Jurgensen and 
taught by Frank Bitonti. 

The funds for the workshops 
were  generous ly  suppor ted 
by grants from the Columbia 
Kootenay Cultural Alliance. 

A reception will be held at the 

PLEASE LOVE ME!
My name is Bella, and I’ve just lost my 
two senior companions. I’m a sweet 
five-year-old girl. I am deaf, so a loving, 
patient, quiet home is what I’d be ever 
so grateful to find. Maybe it’s yours? 
Please leave a voicemail for PALS at 
250 265-3792.

gallery on Thursday, August 13, 
from 7 to 9 pm featuring music by 
Michael Huber.

The Hidden Garden Gallery is 
located at 112 Slocan Avenue in 
New Denver, and is open Tuesday 
to Sunday, 10 am – 3 pm. 

Follow @hiddengardengallery 
on Instagram and Facebook or visit 
hiddengardengallery.ca to explore 
current and upcoming exhibits.
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by Nikko Snyder
Crescent Valley’s Tonik Distillery 

recently took home the award for 
World’s Best Old Tom Gin at the World 
Gin Awards in London, UK. 

The award-winning gin, called 13 
Peaks of Nelson, is produced in small 
batches of 50 litres at a time. Botanicals 
and spices are macerated on the spirit 
instead of forcing it through the gin 
basket, which, according to Tonik’s 
Rick Nixon, draws out more flavours 
and colour. “Every sip will give you 
slightly different profiles from cinnamon 
to citrus fruit to sweet florals as a result,” 
Rick told the Valley Voice.

Old Tom gin is slightly sweetened, 
making it a lot more palatable to drink 

Local distillery wins World’s Best Old Tom Gin at World Gin Awards
on its own compared to classic London 
Dry gin, which is unsweetened. It’s a 
classic style that was popular through 
the 18th and 19th centuries when 
people would drink their gin straight. 
According to Rick, Old Tom has recently 
had a resurgence due to the popularity 
of classic cocktails and consumers 
preferring their spirits neat.

Rick says it’s becoming more 
common for smaller distilleries to be 
recognized with this kind of award. 
“Smaller distilleries have the advantage 
of responding to trends and flavour 
preferences more quickly due to scale,” 
he said.

And this isn’t the first time Tonik’s 
been recognized. Last year their Old 
Tom gin won Best in Canada and North 

America, and their London Dry gin has 
also been recognized in the past two 
years with gold medals and high ratings 
from various competitions.

Rick hopes the award will help 
Tonik gain more recognition beyond the 
West Kootenay, and that it introduces 
the public at large to the fact that 
BC distilleries are making spirits that 
can compete with the world’s most 
recognizable brands. 

Tonik started out producing vodka in 
2021, and has since expanded production 
to include vodka sodas and gins. They 
also produce a wide variety of liqueurs 
and rums, and currently have whiskies 
aging that they hope to introduce in the 
next 24 months.

“We make everything in small 

batches, mainly due to space constraints, 
but also to let us test products out 
before we start producing them on a 
regular basis,” explained Rick. “Being 
a commercial distillery also allows us to 
make any type of spirit we want without 
being hamstringed by the provincial 
rules thrust upon the craft distillers.”

What comes next for Tonik? In 
addition to their new whisky program, 
they are currently playing with the idea 
of a ‘community’ spirit. “If we can figure 
out the right equipment and space, we 
would like to take everyone’s unwanted 
fruit and create an annual spirit (brandy 
or liqueur) for the local community,” 
said Rick.

Tonik products can be found at most 
private liquor stores and rural liquor 
agents throughout the West Kootenay. 
Folks 19 or older interested in tasting 
the World’s Best Old Tom Gin can 

visit Tonik’s tasting lounge in Crescent 
Valley Thursday to Saturday in the late 
afternoon and evenings.
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Tonik Distillery won Best Old Tom Gin at the 
2026 World Gin Awards in London, UK.




