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Locally owned and operated

by Nikko Snyder
As BC’s October 17 municipal 

elections approach, residents across 
our local municipalities are starting 
to make (and announce) decisions to 
run for elected office – or in some 
cases to not seek reelection. 

Many currently elected officials 
remain undecided or have not yet 
announced their plans to run again. 
But in Slocan City, a clear picture is 
starting to emerge and it promises 
to bring significant changes to the 
village’s local governance. 

Four of Slocan’s five elected 
officials have made definitive 
decisions not to seek re-election in 
October, including Mayor Jessica 
Lunn, who has held the position 
since 2014. The fourth councillor 
(and former mayor) Madeleine 
Perriere remains undecided. (See 
“Slocan Council, August 8,” page 
10.)

C h r i s t i n a  B e n t y,  l o c a l 
government leadership expert and 

Candidates begin to step up and away as local election 
nominations period draws near

former mayor of Golden, spoke to 
the Valley Voice about what it means 
for a small community to be facing 
such a big guaranteed turnover. 
Benty says that big changes like 
the one facing Slocan present both a 
challenge and an opportunity. 

“That’s a lot of organizational 
wisdom and knowledge that is 
lost,” said Benty about the situation 
in Slocan. “So I think the newly 
elected officials can expect a pretty 
significant learning curve. But the 
opportunity is, I suppose, some fresh 
eyes in terms of services and service 
levels. It’s a good opportunity for 
the local government to really take 
a look at, ‘Okay, what services do 
we provide? What level of service 
do we provide? And is it sustainable 
in the long term? [...] Where are 
we going? What’s our vision? 
What’s the future we want for our 
community?’”

Benty went on to describe the 
importance of Village staff during 

a big change. “Particularly when 
there’s a high turnover, [the Village 
staff] are preparing for a more 
extensive orientation process to 
bring the new council up to speed. 
So there’s a lot more work involved 
and a lot more preparation, because 
they want the newly elected officials 
to be successful. They want them to 
gel as a team and see themselves as 
a collective decision-making body.”

Public education and 
awareness

Benty, through her organization 
Strategic Leadership Solutions, 
has been busy traveling around the 
province delivering public education 
sessions on election readiness. The 
workshops are designed to educate 
and engage potential candidates, 
residents and community members, 
and they explore the responsibilities 
of local government, the role of 
elected officials versus staff, 
and the real infrastructure and 

As the municipal election nominations period approaches (September 1-11), two dozen New 
Denver residents participated in a Candidate Readiness workshop on August 18. 

continued on page 2

service-delivery challenges facing 
communities.  

One such ‘Candidate Readiness’ 
workshop was organized by the 
City of Castlegar and took place on 
August 18. According to City staff, 
43 people attended in person, with 
20 more joining online from across 
the West Kootenay. 

“I travel around all over BC 

doing these workshops, and I’ve had 
as few as five [people attend],” said 
Benty. “I’m going to say Castlegar 
and area knocked it out of the park 
in terms of participation. I was 
super impressed because this is 
actually my third time doing pre-
election awareness building in the 
Kootenays, so I was kind of curious 

SILVERTON BUILDING SUPPLIES • 250-358-2293 • 8AM - 5PM MONDAY - SATURDAY

SAVE 10% ON ANY MAKE OR MODEL 
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... if the momentum would still be 
there. And I was really impressed.”

Among those who joined the 
Castlegar workshop online was a 
group of around two dozen engaged 
residents who joined from a watch 
party held at the Fireweed Hub in 
New Denver. Attendees included 
three past mayors, four current or 
past councillors, and two people 
who have declared they will be 
running in the upcoming election.

New Denver resident Kathy 
Hartman, who is herself planning 
to run for Village council this fall, 
organized the watch party. 

“I wanted to bring Christina here 
not just to encourage people to run 
for local council, but in the hopes 

that once people see what municipal 
councillors can and cannot do, then 
the residents who attended can better 
understand what to expect from their 
council, and those who run do not 
overpromise and then disappoint 
the residents. I think this makes for 
a healthier democracy, and we can 
use that these days.”

Some of the topics discussed 
included what new candidates 
can do to garner support; council-
community communication and 
engagement; healing divisions 
within the community; and the 
challenges getting younger people 
to run for office.

Other municipalities 
taking different 
approaches

In other local municipalities, 
Villages themselves are taking 
on the responsibility to educate 
the public about the role of local 
government and what’s involved 
with running for election. 

The Village of Kaslo held its own 
standalone candidate information 
session on the same day as the 
Castlegar event. The event was 
aimed at helping residents gain a 
clearer understanding of what is 
involved with serving on council.

According to Village staff, 11 
members of the public attended the 
session. “Staff feel [the session] 
was a  product ive and wel l -
received opportunity to discuss 
the responsibilities, expectations, 
and broader purpose of elected 

office,” Kaslo’s Chief Elections 
Officer Karissa Stroshein told the 
Valley Voice. “A key take-away 
from the evening was that council 
service extends beyond responding 
to the issue of the day; it requires 
thoughtful consideration of the 
municipality’s long-term goals, 
community priorities, and future 
direction.”

At the beginning of next month, 
the Village of Nakusp will offer 
its own information sessions. The 
‘Council Over Coffee’ sessions are 
described as casual, conversational 
“chances to ask the Village Chief 
Administrat ive Officer  your 
questions, learn more about the role 
of council, and find out what being 
a local elected official is all about.” 
The two sessions will be held on 
September 2, from 11:30 am to 1:30 
pm at the Mountain Top Cafe (109 
Broadway St NW), and from 5:30 
to 7:30 pm at the Seniors’ Hall (210 
8th Ave NW). Coffee and snacks 
will be provided!

Understanding 
local democracy 
helps us co-create 
communities

Regardless of the approach 
individual communities are choosing 
to take, there seems to be a general 
consensus that it’s important for 
residents to understand and engage 
with democratic processes at the 
local level. 

Christina Benty’s suggestion? 
Do some research. For people 
interested in running for office, 
that can look like attending council 
meetings, reading key community 

documents, interviewing current 
elected officials, and finding out 
what’s actually involved with the 
job. 

But  she  a lso  encourages 
residents to learn more about how 
local government works: what local 
governments are responsible for and 
can take action on, and what they 
simply can’t.

“I think people don’t realize 
where the different levels of 
authority lie, and it can be quite 
frustrating,” says Benty. “Because 
as a citizen you can get frustrated 
by your government, where you 
feel like [they’re] not taking action. 
And if you don’t understand the 
places where they actually can take 
action and can’t, then you’re asking 
the wrong questions and getting 
frustrated about something they 
actually have no control over. And 
so having that level of awareness 
and education, I think it leads to 
more productive conversations, and 
less ‘us and them’ type of finger 
pointing.”

Ultimately, Benty encourages 
citizens to see themselves as co-
creators of their own communities. 
“It’s not just on local government,” 
she says. “Citizens need to see 
themselves as part of the system. 
It’s a co-created reality ... and we 
need to have better dialogue about 
how we work together instead of just 
beating up our elected officials or the 
staff. You have to understand how 
the system works, how it’s designed, 
and what the constraints in fact are.”

Thinking of running 
for public office? 

The nominations period for the 
October 17 general local elections 
begins on September 1 and ends 
on September 11, 2026. For more 
information, visit your Village,  
school district, or regional district 
website. 

Local elections nominations period coming up
continued from page 1
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Crime: Slocan Lake RCMP arrest two; Valley View hit again
by Jan McMurray

Slocan Lake RCMP recovered a 
stolen vehicle and arrested two people 
on August 20, reports an RCMP press 
release. 

One Nakusp male remained in 
custody as of August 21 and was awaiting 
a bail hearing.

Police say they received a report of a 
suspicious vehicle near the Mulvey Creek 
Bridge at about 3 pm. 

“A member of the public reported 
they believed the vehicle may have been 
connected to recent property crimes in 
the area and that the police were looking 
for it,” the press release says.

Corporal Brett Urano, RCMP media 
relations officer, confirmed that the 

vehicle matched the vehicle described in 
recent property crimes.

The suspect vehicle was located on a 
forest service road by Slocan Lake RCMP 
officers with assistance from Nakusp 
RCMP, Nelson RCMP, BC Highway 
Patrol, RCMP Air Services, and RCMP 
Police Dog Services. 

RCMP said the vehicle attempted 
to evade police, but was safely stopped.

At approximately 6:40 pm, two 
occupants of the vehicle were taken into 
custody without further incident.

Valley View hit again
The Valley View Golf Club was once 

again broken into in the early morning 
hours of August 11.
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Hey, I'm the only candidate for

mascot, I'm acclaimed! Awesome! When

do I move in? I’ll need extra treats.

Several images of the truck used in 
the incident were captured by the security 
cameras installed after the May break-in, 
reports the Valley View board of directors. 

The board says the thieves targeted 
their gas and diesel supplies, and in the 
process, damaged the new equipment 
they had purchased to repair the tanks 
following the May break-in.

“Despite these continued challenges, 
the support we have received from our 
community has been truly incredible. 
From cash donations and donated 
equipment to simply coming out to 
play a round of golf, we are incredibly 
grateful for the love, encouragement, 
and generosity you have shown us,” says 
the board.

Protect yourself from wildfire smoke by reducing exposure, says MoH
by  Rachae l  Lesosky,  Loca l 
Journalism Initiative reporter

The best way to reduce the health 
risks borne by wildfire smoke is to 
reduce exposure, says the Ministry 
of Health.

As wildfires continue across the 
province, smoke exposure can affect 
health in the short and long term. Some 
short term exposure symptoms are 
headaches, coughing and wheezing, 
a sore throat and irritated eyes, while 
long term exposure can contribute to 
the development of chronic diseases, 
such as dementia and heart disease.

Some people with serious acute 
health effects are at a greater risk, 
including those with diabetes, asthma, 
and heart disease, those who are 
pregnant, infants, young children, and 
older adults.

The Ministry of Health has 
released steps for reducing exposure 
and minimizing the risks.

Check the Air Quality Health 
Index (AGHI) or AQmap.ca to stay 
up to date on local and regional air 
conditions.

Create a clean air space at home 
with HVAC filtration systems, or 
commercial or do-it-yourself portable 
air cleaners. Keeping windows and 
doors closed is also helpful, as long 
as it doesn’t get too hot.

Reduce time outdoors, and avoid 
strenuous exercise. Also consider 
indoor activities, and seek refuge 
in cooler indoor public spaces like 
libraries, community centres, or 
shopping malls. Communities often 
set up clean air spaces.

Keeping cool is crucial, as heat 
can pose a larger risk than smoke if 
temperatures are high and air quality 
is poor.

Wearing a well fitting N95, KN95, 
or KF94 mask can filter air if being 

outside is necessary. Outdoor workers 
should follow workplace guidance for 
working hours spent in the smoke.

Activities that require a source 
of combustion – such as smoking, 
vaping, and lighting candles or wood-
burning stoves – should be avoided.

The Ministry of Health encourages 
those at greater risk of serious health 
effects, older adults, and pregnant 
people to take extra precautions. 
People with chronic health conditions 
may want to ensure they have an 

adequate supply of medications, 
and review their management plans. 
Parents and caregivers: pay closer 
attention to infants and young 
children.

For more information on reducing 
wildfire smoke risks, visit www.
bccdc.ca/health-info/prevention-
public-health/wildfire-smoke.

People experiencing shortness of 
breath, severe coughing, dizziness, 
chest pain, or heart palpitations should 
contact HealthLink BC at 811, speak 

with their healthcare provider, or 
seek medical attention. For a medical 
emergency, call 911.

Security camera footage shared by the Valley View Golf Club shows the vehicle involved in the 
August 11 break-in.
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Whil,
SHOULD NEW DENVER HAVE A COMMUNITY FOREST?

Logging by the Nakusp Community Forest (NACFOR) between Box Lake and Summit
Lake. While Community Forests do selec�on logging, they also do clearcu�ng to
meet their Allowable Annual Cut. Clearcuts are known to accelerate wildfires.
(Parfi�, The Tyee, April 14, 2026.)

NewDenver’s Council has released a pro­
posal for a Community Forest. Its tenta­
�ve opera�ng area would go along the
lakeshore from Silverton to Hills, and
nearly to Summit Lake. It would extend
eastward to the headwaters of Silverton
Creek, and Carpenter Creek along its
northern ridge to Kane Creek, over to
Wilson Creek and the other side of Slo­
can Lake, including all the forested slopes
of Idaho Peak. This area is under tenure
to Interfor, Kalesnikof and BC Timber
Sales. It includes the domes�c water­
sheds and slopes above our homes. New
Denver residents may have further input,
but it is unclear what input the other
communi�es will have. Everyone living in
the opera�ng area should write le�ers as
soon as possible. For more informa�on
see h�ps://newdenver.ca/proposed­
new­denver­community­forest/ .

Community Forests became a maneuver of the BC government in the 1990s,
when themost profitable forest in themore remote areas began to be depleted.
It was then desired to log closer to people’s homes and in the watersheds that
provided their drinking water. Big corpora�ons going into domes�c watersheds
and on steep slopes above homes caused strong public protests, such as in the
90s in the Slocan Valley. The government believed that if communi�es could
profit from it, they would log these areas themselves. This was a recipe for con­
flict within and between communi�es.
At first some residents believed that a Community Forest would bring them
“local control” of surrounding forest. Ardent watershed protectors in the south­
ern Slocan Valley formed SIFCO, which does fire­smart work in New Denver, Sil­
verton and valleywide. ValhallaWilderness Society (VWS) has seen some of this
work that is quite good. But SIFCO is a nonprofit organiza�on, which is very dif­
ferent from Community Forest Agreements held by municipali�es, which be­
come for­profit logging companies.
The aim to profit drives logging to excess, bulldozing any environmental con­
cerns in its path. This is enforced by a provincial legal requirement, the Allow­
able Annual Cut. Mee�ng their AAC has forced some Community Forests to
expand their opera�ons into sensi�ve areas and other communi�es.
The NewDenver Council has listed “watershed protec�on” as a benefit of a Com­
munity Forest. Logging companies, even Community Forests, don’t protect do­
mes�c watersheds except by leaving them alone, so why are domes�c
watersheds in Silverton, New Denver and Hills in New Denver’s proposed oper­
a�ng area? The claim that Community Forests will log with care for the environ­
ment is not always true. They may have to do clearcu�ng to meet their AAC.
Even small clearcuts occur in the spaces between the clearcuts done by large
corpora�ons, contribu�ng to heavily logged landscapes. There is increasing ev­
idence that clearcuts accelerate wildfires (Parfi�, The Tyee, April 14, 2026.) Even
when they do selec�on logging, CFs may have to build roads to reach the trees.
It is well known that logging roads on steep slopes can cause landslides; this is
expected to increase with climate change.
In the past, experts recommended that "fire­smar�ng" was feasible only in close
proximity to communi�es, because it required cu�ng li�le trees and leaving
the big ones. This was expensive, and small trees were not profitable, so it was
not economically viable out in the bush, as a way to feed the lumber and pulp
mills. Now the BC government is using wildfire risk as an excuse for “commercial
thinning” and “selec�on logging” to “keep local mills and energy plants running
in the face of US tariffs.” The goal is to log bigger trees and leave smaller ones.
And they would take more trees, to reduce the forest canopy. This can actually
increase wildfire risk, because research has increasingly shown that, as trees
grow larger, they are more fire resistant, and they reduce fire risk by blocking

wind and providing shade that keeps the ground cool. They are also absorbing
and storing carbon that is necessary to mi�gate the climate change that causes
the fires. By cu�ng too many trees and disguising it as wildfire mi�ga�on, we
are contribu�ng to carbon emissions that cause the fires.
Revelstoke Community Forest (TFL 56) ­ Around 2005 the Columbia South
mountain caribou herd was dwindling, so ValhallaWilderness Society (VWS) ex­
amined forest cover maps of their cri�cal habitat north of Revelstoke, looking
for areas to protect for the herd. TFL 56 was held by Revelstoke's Community
Forest. It was so fragmented by clearcuts and roads that VWS was unable to
find an intact area large enough for caribou. In 2009 the BC government pro­
vided very li�le addi�onal protec�on for that herd. Later theMinistry of Forests
alleged that the addi�onal caribou protec�on had unduly diminished the �mber
supply of TFLs 56 and 55. As a result protec�on was removed from exis�ng Old­
growthManagement Areas to allow logging. Two years ago the Columbia South
caribou herd was declared ex�nct. The whole area has been hammered and
the Community Forest is logging the scraps between former clearcuts.
Nakusp Community Forest (NACFOR) began planning to clearcut in Western
Toad habitat above Summit Lake in 2016. Despite hundreds of people wri�ng
le�ers to the Village of Nakusp and the BC government, and a residents' logging
blockade, the area was logged. In spring thousands of toadlets migra�ng from
Summit Lake to the forest began crossing the logging road. NACFOR graded the
road, killing many of them. NACFOR now plans to con�nue logging at Summit
Lake in the winter of 2026/27, claiming it will “minimize” damage to the habitat.
This is common spin to log habitat while claiming it won’t harm species at risk.
NACFOR’s 2021 proposal to do selec�on logging in the domes�c watershed of
Box Lake residents planned to reduce the forest canopy by 50%. Following in­
tense public controversy the plan appears to have been withdrawn. But in 2026
NACFOR’s opera�ng area was increased from 9,192 to 12,626 hectares, partly
in the area of Box Mountain.
Kaslo Community Forest ­ Over the years there have been le�ers in the Valley
Voice indica�ng serious community conflicts regardingmanagement of this Com­
munity Forest. The Kaslo River has been heavily logged, mostly by BC Timber
Sales. Cutblocks by the Community Forest are rela�vely small, but they are in be­
tween logging done by other operators. A few areas show heavy­handed logging
by the Community Forest, for instance in Keene Creek.
NewDenver’s proposal ­ The ini�al survey of New Denver residents has ended,
so it’s important to write le�ers to the Council right away. If you are a resident
of the upper Slocan Valley, you stand to be affected by the opera�ons of a New
Denver Community Forest. Every resident should strongly protest this proposal
as soon as possible. New Denver having a licence to log in Silverton’s and Hills’s
domes�c watersheds is not likely to cause neighbourly good will.

Submi�ed by Valhalla Wilderness Society, P.O. Box 329, New Denver BC, V0G 1S0, vws@vws.org, www.vws.org

With today’s fires, no one objects to true
fire­smart tree cu�ng when correctly
done in the immediate vicinity of commu­
ni�es. But now the Ministry of Forests
aims to increase the yearly amount of log­
ging (Allowable Annual Cut ­ AAC) by 50%
to feed mills that are running out of wood
due to past overcu�ng. This is being done
in part by “commercial thinning” of
forests, which is being misrepresented as
wildfire mi�ga�on. Community Forests
are forced to log an amount of trees to
meet an AAC set by the Ministry. In 2025
Nakusp’s Community Forest received a
government grant to plan wildfire mi�ga­
�on adjacent to New Denver. It also had a
proposal to do selec�on logging in the wa­
tershed of Box Lake residents. This raises
the possibility of municipali�es being able
to profit by feeding on the forest around
outlying rural communi�es.

ADVERTORIAL
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phone service with the same number. 
KiN discovered what I had, that 

a resident at VCHC had been given 
our active phone number by Telus. 
I was feeling quite sad for her as 
we get many calls from family and 
friends, fellow board members as well 
as charities I am involved with. She 
was getting all those messages. My 
husband had said the phone was not 
ringing while I was away…we now 
knew why. 

Why did we cancel Telus? The 
post office could no longer give us a 
box in the Kaslo post office. We had 
tried many times to advise Telus and 
there was no one who would accept 
our change of address. I tried to 
explain that their invoice would no 
longer be forwarded to our mailbox. 
My husband paid a few months in 
advance and while we were away at 
the hospital in Kelowna, our phone 
was cut off. No call in advance. Bills 
always paid promptly. No courtesy at 
all. When we finally had contact with 
them, we were told we had not paid 
our bill. I explained the reason once 
again and finally they took note of our 
updated address. 

We were now fed up and switched 
to KiN, our local internet company. 
They were fortunate my husband 
paid their bill as they charged us for 
reconnecting our line so it was an 
active phone number prior to giving 
the number to KiN, who could then 
give it to us. 

So months later, they have now 
given our number to this unfortunate 
elderly lady. We are waiting for a call 
from the Kelowna surgeon re: my 
husband’s upcoming surgery… this 
has been most inconvenient for us 
and all who know us. We await the 
outcome of the battle between KiN 
and Telus, David and Goliath! 

PS. Update: we now have our 
phone number back. And we hope 
the elderly lady has a number that is 
hers alone!

Honora Cooper
Shutty Bench

Shut off the pipes 
and let the sun 
shine!

When BC needs to declare a state 
of emergency because the wildfires in 
the Okanagan are “creating their own 
weather system” – which includes 
creating lightning and flames beyond 
anything firefighters have ever seen 
– it is well overdue to declare a state 
of emergency on our energy system. 
This extreme weather is due to 
climate change from the use of fossil 
fuels; that’s the gas in your car and 
the natural gas heating your house. 
The burning of fossil fuels creates 
a pollution blanket around the earth 
that traps the sun’s heat, drying out 
the trees and ground cover, altering 
water systems and causing extreme 
weather events. This hot, dry ground 
cover and hot wind make the earth 

The old stories 
simply don’t work

Just as the mythologist Joseph 
Campbell pointed out – in spite of 
all the apparent changes to the living 
conditions of humans, they’re still 
telling themselves the same old stories 
and then trying to act accordingly. The 
old stories simply don’t work on a 
planet being overrun by humans who 
can’t keep their hands off anything 
they see as valuable that can be 
turned into money. Sorry, that has to 
change, not because anyone says so 
but because the life support system 
on spaceship Earth is failing more and 
more of the passengers.

There is going to be more fire and 
smoke and towns getting burned up. 
Civic elections this fall.  Adjusting 
and adapting to the coming changes 
must be on the issue list for people 
who want to do something good for 
our towns and villages. 

Michael Brown
New Denver

system where our natural resource 
wealth provides Canadians with 
security, reliability and a competitive 
advantage. Right now we are at the 
whim of America and the international 
oil community, our good friends in the 
Middle East. That’s why our gas is 
$1.89 a litre for 87 octane and up to 
$2.20 for a litre of diesel!

Canada already produced a record 
5.35 million barrels/day in 2025. 
Our problem is that our energy 
infrastructure doesn’t line up with 
our geography or our security needs. 
There is no crude pipeline entirely 
within Canada connecting Western 
production to Eastern refineries. 
The main connection relies on the 
Enbridge system through America. 
That doesn’t mean stopping exports. 
It means Canada should be able to 
move Canadian crude to Canadian 
consumers without  requir ing 
American infrastructure for refining 
the crude. In the good old days, 
America was our friend and we built 
infrastructure and pipelines together. 
Fortress America and guys like 
Prez Dirty Donnie have turned that 
relationship into a sinking tar pit.

Create a Canadian strategic fuel 
reserve. Japan and South Korea have 
huge fuel reserves and are expanding. 
Canada should have a federally 
coordinated reserve containing both 
crude and finished fuels, particularly 
diesel for three to six months when 
the next shock hits the world. The Iran 
war could drag on for years!

Just doing these few steps within 

our country will make us more 
resilient so the next world disaster 
doesn’t turn into an expensive energy 
security crisis. They are calling on 
Carney to keep the tax off the fuel 
beyond Labour Day to Canada Day 
next year. That will help, but for real 
resilience and lower prices, we have 
to do more refining and oil pipelines 
within our country, because the 
USA has demonstrated itself to be 
a negotiator in bad faith. We can’t 
negotiate with a psychopath president 
who thinks Canada is “nasty,” “bad 
for America” and the “51st State”. 
Become a more energy resilient 
Canada so our people can thrive even 
when the world is in an emergency. 
Right now we are limping along, 
unprepared for the new world under 
our feet. 

Countries like China and Asia 
are going full tilt on solar and wind. 
The future world will need LESS oil, 
not more of it. Time to prepare and 
get resilient, Canada. Use that oil 
wealth for long-term resilience and 
the pivot to renewable energy and 
the marvelous batteries of the future. 
These are the sick, dirty oil days of 
2026.

Nick Chatten
Crescent Valley

No pipelines on a 
burning planet

I’m writing this to you as I just 
took off my mask, which I now must 
wear to do anything in my garden 
these days. It has been more than 
10 years of me dreading rather than 
welcoming summer. Our community 
was impacted heavily by the 2024 
Slocan Valley wildfires. Our highway 
south was closed for months and our 
air was foul for a long time. We left 
at one point because we found it hard 
to breathe any time outside. 

While communities battle floods, 
heat waves, and wildfire smoke this 
summer, oil and gas companies are 
posting record profits. That is not a 
coincidence. It is the business model.

Rather than taxing this windfall 
or holding polluters accountable, the 
federal government is handing the 
industry billions in public support for 
new pipeline projects. That is money 
that could fund healthcare, wildfire 
response, or a genuine transition to 
renewable energy.

Canadians should not be asked 
to subsidize the same industry that 
is driving the disasters we are living 
through. We need leaders willing to 
make polluters pay, not underwrite 
their expansion.

The time for half-measures is over. 
We need real action. No pipelines on 
a burning planet.

Helen Davis
New Denver

Smart Canuck oil
In 2026, the world runs on oil and 

natural gas. The future will be much 
different and Canada is again missing 
the boat. Canada is the fourth largest 
oil-producing country in the world but 
when we look at pump prices, the only 
deal we get is Carney withholding 
the federal gas tax, ready to resume 
on Labour Day at 10 cents per litre. 

Canada should build an energy 

What has Telus 
done now?

While I was away this summer, 
Telus gave away our number to a 
resident at the Victorian Community 
Health Centre (VCHC). How do I 
know this? I called my husband and 
a lady answered, saying she was a 
resident and I was calling her phone 
number. Very confusing for me as we 
have had the same number for about 
22 years. 

I arrived home and advised my 
husband, who then called KiN, who 
had been given our phone number 
when we decided to no longer have 
Telus. This was in late February 2026. 
KiN was then able to continue our 
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What do Tumbler 
Ridge and Big 
Tobacco have in 
common?

We have successfully sued Big 
Tobacco for its lies and harm to 
people’s lungs and lives over so 
many decades. (Can you imagine a 
doctor nowadays prescribing cigarette 
smoking to your mother for her 
anxiety? Ah, but they did, and not so 
long ago.) Two billion plus dollars 
worth of much needed money went 
into BC’s coffers recently. Hooray! 

Pretty quickly, we need to try 
and somehow make right by suing 
the ChatGBT unreality and deeply 
informing the public about the reasons 
for the Tumbler Ridge atrocity. (What 
wrecked mind would shoot a child!!?) 
And at least get more money into 
those coffers for public good. 

We know that homicides and 
alarmingly antisocial behaviours 
have skyrocketed since 2.4G arrived 
with their stronger cell phones and 

What are we 
willing to do to 
make a buck?

As another piece of forest rolls 
by my house (August 10), wildfires 
consume other forests and other 
inhabitants’ homes. And I say to 
myself: this is insane, they are still 
logging, the river is so low you can 
walk across, these places will never 
recover, and yet it continues.

The drive for profit, the ridiculous 
quest for ‘More,’ and the lies – oh my 
– the lies, the lack of responsibility, 
the denial.

In his book Corrupt to the Core, 
Shiv Chopra describes his venture 
against government lies, when he 
and some colleagues refused to give 
the go-ahead to the Bovine Growth 
Hormone shot for cows that Health 
Canada was set on pushing through 
way back when. It is across the board 
now: from resource extraction to 
trailering industrial byproducts for 
farmland application, to glorified 
toxic agriculture.

How many planets have we got to 
muck and what are we willing to do 
to make a buck?

Angelica Herlihy 
Grand Forks

worldview of life and at my age I just 
don’t have what it takes to do that.” 

As gay people have been accepted, 
the conspiracy theorists will be 
accepted. Give it time. Gays were 
later shown to offer society something 
other than perversion and a Trojan 
horse for the Commies. 

As “conspiracy theorists” will be 
seen to offer something other than 
“misinformation.” 

It’s OK to be anti-conspiracy 
theorists. The horrors that they find 
in going down dark rabbit holes 
of research, hours and hours of 
reading and intaking videos is not for 
everyone. 

Do you know how many personal 
accounts of forced torture, by 
Canadian, US, European government 
officials and industry leaders that a 
committed conspiracy theorist has 
heard of, directly or via survivor 
videos? How many insider accounts 
of organized hitmen and women 
inflicting violent retribution on 
victims to disable them from going 
public against their/our leaders there 
are? Do you know how many personal 
accounts a dedicated conspiracy 
theorist has witnessed on foreign 
monarchs and government figures 
trafficking the young and illicit drugs 
(etc.) and those partaking in the flesh 
of the innocent? 

I’m not talking about listening 
to big names of Candace Owens, 
Tucker Carlson, CBC, CTV and their 
sanitized content. I’m not talking of 
ANY of the movies, not even Sound 
of Freedom. Not even in war and 
military. 

Hours turn into weeks, turn into 
months, into years. 

Will the conspiracy theorists 
get a Pride Parade, their own 
painted crosswalk? I surmise just 
lending a compassionate ear, even a 
conversation might be seed enough. 
The compassion might be a waste. The 
hardness from what they’ve witnessed 
and their ex-communication from 
society has required an impenetrable 
tough shell. 

But then all humans have a soft 
side prone to showing their value in 
society. Imagine that.

Marc Heroux
Slocan

Response to 
Nikko Snyder’s 
Aug. 13 editorial

News is news. It is not – or 
shouldn’t be – entertainment. It 
is not feel-good therapy. The old 
saying is that the reporter’s job is to 
“afflict the comfortable and comfort 
the afflicted.” Journalists have an 

vulnerable to these wildfires.
I am a retired nurse and understand 

the impacts of stress, polluted air 
and extreme heat on human bodies. 
This is a massive tragedy for all the 
people involved in evacuating their 
homes and experiencing the stress 
and terror of this kind of situation. 
It is a severe health emergency for 
all in this province who are inhaling 
the air which is highly polluted with 
toxic wildfire smoke. And it is an 
unforgivable crime of the fossil fuel 
companies, who knew this kind of 
thing would happen many years 
ago and continued to develop their 
product. 

Unfortunately our governments 
who continue to develop fossil fuel 
infrastructure by planning new 
pipelines are unwitting accomplices 
to this crime, when their job is to 
protect us, their citizens. 

It is beyond disturbing to continue 
using fossil fuels when we have this 
knowledge and are watching the 
consequences in real time. 

Please shut off the pipes and let 
the sun shine! Solar, wind, hydro and 
batteries are fantastic, affordable and 
available alternatives. This wildfire 
emergency was not inevitable, 
and an even bleaker future is not 
inevitable. We are smart enough to 
have developed these alternatives – 
now let’s please be smart enough to 
transition into using them everywhere, 
now.

Judith Fearing
Nelson BC

obligation to report the news, and 
yes, at times, that news is distressing. 
Yes, we in the Slocan and Arrow 
Lakes valleys live in paradise. But 
no paradise is without its dark side, 
just as no human being is. The Valley 
Voice is a community newspaper 
and that means the full spectrum of 
human behaviour will manifest in its 
reporting.

The story about the RCMP raid on 
the Edgewood property is unsettling, 
to be sure. But it alerts the public to 
two uncomfortable facts: 1) We live 
in a world where child predators 
exist (I’m not saying the Edgewood 
property was harbouring them); and 
2) We live in a world where police 
actions – as we saw at the Universal 
Ostrich Farm – are becoming 
increasingly arbitrary and violent. 
Longtime readers of the Valley Voice 
will remember the terrible tragedy 
of Peter DeGroot in Slocan, when 
disproportionate RCMP force resulted 
in a misunderstood man’s death. 
This is as much a reflection of the 
increasing authoritarianism of our 
governments as it is of police agencies, 
who are tasked with carrying out their 
directives, like it or not.

The story of Alexander Calderon 
is another example of a story we 
wish we never had to hear in our 
community. But it’s real. It happened. 
And Rachael’s story presented a 
nuanced, thorough presentation of 
his case.

What is more important than 
maintaining a feel-good tone to 
a newspaper is that it strives for 
accuracy and fairness in reporting. 
At one time this was so obvious it 
didn’t need saying. Now, with the 
proliferation of AI and fake news, 
and the increasing tendency to see 
news as merely another product 
for profit, that fundamental truth of 
journalism must be reasserted. So 
far I see Nikko as editor striving 
for balance in her reporting – not 
taking sides but presenting all the 
known facts and allowing the reader 
to decide. This again is so basic to 
professional journalism it shouldn’t 
need stating, but in our age of decline 
bears repeating.

Nikko’s journalism is tame and 
professional compared to the rather 
eccentric history of newspapers in 
the West Kootenay, as I reported in 
my Nelson Daily News columns and 
the Slocan History Series. During 
the mining boom of the 1890s, when 
most of our communities here were 
first being established, journalists 
like David Carley, John Houston and 
“Colonel” Robert Thornton Lowery 
felt free to openly express their 

their glittering, novel seductiveness 
and harm. So, go after AI, which 
is so skillfully and uncaringly 
manufactured for addiction, ruining 
lives while making money for the few. 
We’ve seen that it has the potential of 
further wrecking our world.

Ya, if some people think that a 
world governed by the robot trajectory 
is the answer, let’s take the higher road 
and work on questions and answers 
that are environmentally sound - at 
least those scenarios that are not 
heartless. 

Daphne Fields
Slocan

continued on page 7

Why run for 
council?

Anyone who’s worked on a team 
or board knows how exciting it is 
when new people join, bringing fresh, 
stimulating ideas.

Imagine a Village council 
with people of diverse experience: 
youth, renters, farmers, differently 
abled, seniors, working folk, health 
workers, tradespeople, homeowners, 
artists, educators, online workers, 
different genders, entrepreneurs, 
business owners, legacy families and 
newcomers, rich, doing okay, and 
living on the edge, etc.

O f t e n ,  c o u n c i l l o r s  t e n d 
to come from the homeowning, 
entrepreneurial or retired class (they 
have the flexibility of time). But think 
of the different skills and perspectives 
we’re missing because of a lack of a 
wider variety of experiences.

New Denver is a good example 
of a community that could benefit 
from a wider range of voices at the 
council table. Several councillors 
bring many years of experience and 
valuable knowledge of the village, 
while newer members can bring 
different perspectives shaped by 
their own experiences. With only one 
woman currently serving, and with 
many parts of our community still 
underrepresented, this election is an 
opportunity to broaden the mix of 
people helping make decisions about 
New Denver’s future.

I think the most important skill 
on council would be the ability to 
listen, entertain new ideas and work 
as a team to help them become a 
reality. Fresh ideas flow from fresh 
perspectives, and fresh perspectives 
come from diverse experiences.

Nomination papers due to your 
Village office September 11 by 4 pm. 
Consider it.

Kathy Hartman 
New Denver

Blessed be the 
conspiracy theorist

Those darn conspiracy theories 
that just won’t go away. It’s so like 
the ’50s McCarthy era of anti-gay 
fear. ‘Gays were an utter blight on 
society’ was the sentiment. The gays 
were spoken of in the same breath as 
pro-Communists in an era of Russian 
paranoia. They were even deemed a 
National Security Threat; Executive 
order 10450 was signed. 

I just read an article by Brendan 
Shykora in the August 11 Nelson 
Star about Blair Visscher, a local 
politician. I was stunned by how 
myopic both of their reportages 
are. Their dismissiveness of these 
conspiracy theorists is rather 2026 
McCarthy-ism. I bring this up because 
of how rampant and pervasive this 
contemptuous dismissal is nowadays. 
“Those conspiracy theorists” has the 
same charge as using the F-word to 
describe “those gays.” 

I’ve a number of friends who 
are absolutely unable to consider 
that 9/11’s downing of World 
Trade towers was aided in part by 
controlled demolition. I was told 
by one such friend, “If I looked into 
what you’re saying and found that 
you were right (that we’ve been lied 
to by government), that would mean 
I would have to rearrange my whole 
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opinions in their reports. Houston 
once wrote in The Tribune that 
the CPR was “the most corrupt 
corporation on Earth.” Lowery used 
to threaten unpaid subscribers with his 
bull mastiff if they failed to pay up.

So let Nikko exercise her 
judgment as editor of the Valley Voice. 
So far she’s doing an excellent job.

Art Joyce
New Denver

continued from page 6

What will it take?
Another summer of being a 

prisoner in my own house because of 
the wildfire smoke outside. Another 
summer of packing our most valuable 
possessions because, if we have 
to evacuate because of a wildfire, 
we may leave our home in a hurry. 
But then we talk to our friends in 
Edmonton or eastern Canada and 
there is so much rain that they are 
told not to use water for showers 
or laundry because the streets are 
flooding and the drains cannot get rid 
of it fast enough.

What will it take for our political 
and industry leaders to get out of 
their air-conditioned ivory towers to 
recognize that these extreme weather 
events are not ‘natural’ disasters? 
The climate emergency is on us, 
much faster than anyone could have 
predicted 35 years ago. Yet if, as 
agreed by most countries around the 
world, humans would have lowered 
the burning of fossil fuels, perhaps 
these climate disasters would be less 
severe. Instead, Canada keeps putting 
more greenhouse gases into the 
atmosphere, and we’re experiencing 
more and more ‘unprecedented’ 
extreme weather.

I vacillate between anger and 
sorrow at the attitude of leaders 
who refuse to acknowledge that 
Canada is a big contributor to these 
climate disasters. They plan to double 
production of the tar sands, and export 
oil and gas through more pipelines and 
fracking. Do they have a suicide wish? 
Do they even understand that they 
live on Planet Earth with 8.2 billion 
other people, inside an atmosphere as 
thin as the skin on an apple and a life 
support system that could collapse 
with this rapid greenhouse heating?

The feedback loops are already 
happening. Annual ‘unprecedented’ 
forest fires put more CO2 into 
the atmosphere than all the gas-
powered vehicles in Canada. Melting 
permafrost releases methane, which 
has 80 times more heating effects 
than CO2 in the short term. Do these 
leaders not care about the future of 
their children and grandchildren?

I guess that I can only hope for the 

best and prepare for the worst. I’ll get 
my ‘To Go Bag’ ready. I’ll put on my 
mask for the smoke outside and tend 
my garden. At least my house is still 
standing.

Ursula Lowrey 
Nelson

The news behind 
the news

While driving yesterday, I flipped 
to CBC radio and was amazed by the 
report and their coverage on the Fauci 
hearing. They reported (inaccurately) 
that the committee voted 8-7 that 
Fauci was in contempt. It was 8-5. 
Fauci invoked Fifth Amendment 
rights over 100 times during the 
hearing, despite the fact that he 
received a presidential pardon that 
was predated to 2014. How interesting 
that not only do the pharmaceuticals 
get immunity but so does Fauci – at 
least for federal pursuit of crimes 
committed. The committee’s referral 
was delivered to the attorney general 
and the Justice Department will 
consider charges.

CBC reporting labelled this 
a partisan effort (Republican-led 
committee) and went on to play a 
voice clip of a Democrat senator. They 
point to politically motivated efforts. 
CBC coverage was completely one-
sided and it failed to cover full details.

Details include facts that Fauci 
lied under oath, that he attempted 
to cover up that he funded Gain of 
Function research. That he covered 
up and lied about the virus leak in 
Wuhan China (it was started in the 
University of North Carolina). Then 
of course there are lies about wearing 
masks (no real scientific evidence) 
and the lies about social distancing 
(which was something that just came 
up with no science to back it up), the 
closures and the claims of safety and 
effectiveness, steering treatment away 
from known and safe medicines and 
instead pushing Remdesivir despite 
studies that showed harm.

It really only takes looking at how 
Fauci pushed untested and dangerous 
pharmaceuticals as he did with AZT 
during the HIV/AIDS epidemic in the 
’80s. Please read The Real Anthony 
Fauci for all the information and facts.

There are those, like myself, 
that take great interest in this news 
primarily as it peels back some of the 
layers of what was the most harmful 
world event in present human history. 
I am absolutely non-partisan (Trump 
too had a large part with his Operation 
Warp Speed). My initial feel-good 
with this story is that this could 
bring vindication for all the pushing 
and discrimination that happened 

during the pandemic – the false 
claims and ‘trust the science’ rhetoric 
and dogmatic narrative. But more 
importantly, it sets the stage to ask the 
question: what is now happening with 
Gain of Function ‘research’? Possibly 
monkeypox (Mpox)? Who decides 
why this happens? What is it for?

But our mass hypnosis media 
outlets choose to not tell the real 
story. It’s too difficult to admit error. 
They need to be held to it for that to 
happen. Recently, CBC was forced 
to issue an on-air correction noting 
that the West Bank is “occupied,” not 
“disputed.” The real challenge here is 
outright bias.

What was the story just prior to 
this US hearing outcome story? It was 
the release of a new mRNA flu shot. 
They even had a mother promoting 
it whose child died of the flu despite 
getting the previous flu shot. Moderna 
in the back pockets of the CBC. Let’s 
continue the pharmaceutical flogging 
of products, shall we?

Todd Orlando
Winlaw

Genuine grief
In 2019, the World Health 

Organization made the formal 
statement that “climate change is 
the greatest threat to human health 
of the 21st century,” and this was 
endorsed by the Canadian Medical 
Association and the Canadian Public 
Health Association. Humans don’t 
believe emotionally what we know 
intellectually until we experience it 
directly, and process it emotionally. 

Physicians know this from 
sharing the difficulties patients have 
changing their lifestyles even when 
the evidence is there in lab tests etc... 
until it is too late. The wildfire smoke 
is carcinogenic… but governments 
now have to respond to swing riding 
polling data to stay in power. 

News media not addressing 
fossil fuel expansion supported by 
governments, every time they report 
on wildfires, is outrageous. I’m 
genuinely in grief about the tipping 
points we are crossing and the failure 
of at least so-called professional 
journalism. 

Andre Piver
Harrop Procter

Meaningful action
Imagine, if you will, a federal 

government funding program of $34 
million to support efforts to deal with 
the effects of extreme weather events 
that are an expression of a rapidly 
changing climate.

N o w  i m a g i n e  t h a t  s a m e 
government investing $3.9 billion 

in the completion of a west coast 
LNG facility. Add to that the same 
government designating $35-$43 
billion to develop a bitumen pipeline 
to the coast. The product being 
pumped and ultimately burned is 
adding to the situation that requires 
the $34 million in funding to deal 
with climate related extreme weather 
events.

Is there a problem here?
Ron Robinson

Nelson

Persona non grata
Some of you will have heard 

about the thousands of Canadians 
who have signed a petition asking that 
Pete Hoekstra, the Trump-appointed 
ambassador to Canada, be declared 
“persona non grata.” 

Hoekstra has been breaking all 
the normal rules of courtesy and 
respect for Canada and its citizens 
while being a guest of Canada. He 
regards 51st State rhetoric as flattering 
to Canada and his behaviour has 
been inconsistent with diplomatic 
protocol. You can join those who 
think his behaviour is unacceptable 
by Googling “Hoekstra petition” or 
going to https://www.ourcommons.
ca/petitions/en/Petition/Sign/e-7531 

Don Scarlett
Kaslo

The time for half-
measures is over – 
we need real action

We just cancelled our summer 
family camping/hiking trip because 
the air is too smoky to breathe. This 
is becoming increasingly familiar, 
and it will only get worse unless we 
make drastic changes to our collective 
way of life and actively challenge the 
corporations making billions off the 
destruction of our life support systems 
as well as the governments that serve 
these corporate masters.

While communities battle floods, 
heat waves, and wildfire smoke this 
summer, oil and gas companies are 
posting record profits. That is not a 
coincidence. It is the business model.

Rather than taxing this windfall 
or holding polluters accountable, the 
federal government is handing the 
industry billions in public support for 
new pipeline projects. That is money 
that could fund healthcare, wildfire 
response, or a genuine transition to 
renewable energy.

Canadians should not be asked 
to subsidize the same industry that 
is driving the disasters we are living 
through. We need leaders willing to 
make polluters pay, not underwrite 

their expansion.
The time for half-measures is over. 

We need real action. No pipelines on 
a burning planet.

Tamara Schwartzentruber
Kaslo

Wildsight challenges 
the proposed 
Zincton Resort

A c c o r d i n g  t o  Wi l d s i g h t 
Kimberley, their legal challenge 
against the proposed Zincton Resort 
between New Denver and Kaslo will 
be heard by the BC Supreme Court in 
Cranbrook between November 23 and 
December 3, 2026. 

Wildsight demands that Zincton 
receive a full  environmental 
assessment after BC has decided 
Zincton doesn’t need an environmental 
assessment... because its resort village 
will ‘only’ accommodate around 
1,700 people. 

Wildsight arguments: As more 
and more ski resorts transition into 
year-round operations to remain 
viable in the face of climate change, 
the rules that govern these resorts 
must be closely scrutinized – and 
challenged when necessary.

That is what Wildsight’s court case 
over the Zincton All-Season Resort is 
about. They are fighting to ensure that 
the Province of BC considers the full 
suite of environmental impacts that 
this 5,500-hectare, year-round resort 
in the Central Selkirks may have. 

Due to its size and location, 
Zincton will pose a significant threat 
to local wildlife populations, such as 
Grizzly Bears and Wolverines, as well 
as old-growth forests, waterways, and 
Indigenous rights and values. 

Wildsight’s lawyers will argue 
that BC’s decision was unreasonable; 
the environmental impacts of a 
development like Zincton cannot be 
accurately gauged by looking at bed 
count alone.

I regularly hike in the area around 
Texas Peak and Reco Mountain 
and have eyewitnessed the impact 
Retallack’s year-round skiing and 
mountain biking operations have left 
on the area. Where in the past I have 
encountered mountain goats, bears, 
mule deer, ground squirrels and prey 
birds, I have not seen a single wild 
animal over the last years. It hurts 
to see the scars the bike trails leave 
behind on the slopes once covered 
with colourful alpine flower meadows.

Wildsight Kimberley needs our 
support, and donations can be made 
at wildsight.ca/about/support/ to keep 
fighting the proposed Zincton village 
at our back door.

continued on page  8
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Slocan Valley Residents: If 
you want to do more than letter 
writing to prevent Zincton from 
becoming reality, let’s get together 
and collaborate with Wildsight and the 
Valhalla Wilderness Society. Phone: 
250-355-2536. Email: elisabeth@
hauslemon.com

Elisabeth von Ah
Lemon Creek 

Smoking is bad
Smoking is bad
For your health so they say
But just step outside
That’s two packs a day
Trump is bleating
Cheating and tweeting
His voice is a bore
Amid jet engine roar
Our time here is perhaps fleeting
Fear not mankind
Our future assured
Musk in control
He’s given his word
The Ark is all ready
To blast off to Mars
No room for hippos
Just rich pricks and ‘stars’
Where we are headed
Nobody knows
But it’s looking much like
The way the wind blows

Kris Wheeler
Slocan Park

Mea culpa
While performing at a recent 

fundraising event for the Slocan Lake 
Arts Council on the new covered 
stage in New Denver’s Centennial 
Park, I asked the audience to donate 
generously to help offset the steep 
$450 Village fee for its usage. I also 
suggested that it would be nice if 
some of the resulting rental money 
went to install a few floodlights so that 
audiences could actually see the stage 
and performers after dark.

A friend (and partner of one of our 
Village councillors) told me the next 
day that weeks ago the Village council 
had waived its charge for the show, as 
well as for several others.

She was right; I hadn’t known 
what I was talking about.

I apologize to SLAC, the Village 
of New Denver, and those of you 
in attendance at our fundraiser for 
spreading misinformation. I know 
that there are many things to consider 
when managing the use of public 
spaces, and hope that the good folks 
who make up our current Village 
council (or whoever gets elected 
in this year’s municipal election) 
continue to let our local non-profit 

groups use our public facilities to 
host free community events without 
having to pay the posted fee.

A couple of floodlights would be 
nice, though..

Gary Wright
New Denver

The right to exist?
“The right to exist.” Commonly 

this phrase has been declared, printed 
and bantered about ad nauseum in the 
Western media in regard to the ‘State 
of Israel.’ As a question it’s complex, 
some say, begging for context and 
nuance. Nonsense. At this point in 
world history, if any ‘declaration of 
status and rights’ on the planet earth 
DOES NOT deserve nuance, it is the 
so-called ‘State of Israel.’ Anyone 
would know this, absolutely, if even 
with a cursory study of history. This 
evil, dangerous entity does not have 
the right to exist any more than a 
growing cancer mass in a human 
body part.

Actual thinking Jewish people, 
orthodox or secular, have for years 
questioned Israel’s right to exist under 
Zionist influence. Zionism is not 
Judaism and has nothing to do with 
being Jewish and everything to do 
with secular nationalism and ethno-
supremacy – this is Israel.

Do you have the right to exist 
when you are openly racist, absolutely 
supremist in ideology, blatantly 
segregational and dismissive of 
anything approaching social norms or 
common law and purport to be God’s 
chosen people? Yes, probably you do. 

A red line needs to be drawn 
however, when a people group decide 
they are going to cross that line and 
allow all of the above repugnant and 
negative attributes to morph, then 
spread into the actions of murder, 
grievous injury, deviant sexual 
assaults, the targeting of children, 
property theft and destruction, and the 
attempt to obliterate another society 
and all they possess and hold dear. 
And when you do this and it affects 
millions of people it’s genocide, and 
that cannot stand or be forgotten. 
There must be consequences. These 
acts are immoral, illegal, inhuman, 
satanic. Any group of people who 
are this anti-life and take actions that 
prove this do not have a right to exist. 
There is overwhelming evidence.

For close to 100 years now, 
Zionists – not only in the utterly made 
up ‘State of Israel’ but all over the 
world – have dedicated their actions, 
resources and dreams to obliterating 
the Arab peoples of Palestine and 
more ravenously so in the last nearly 
three years. Make no mistake, this 
has been going on much longer than 

the creation of the open-air prison of 
Gaza’s history and its prison break 
on October 7, 2023. And make no 
mistake, it was a prison break. The 
actions of this vile entity since 1948 
and prior by at least two decades, its 
seeds sprouting in the 1920s and ’30s.

The powers that be in this rogue 
regime brag openly and frequently 
about their perversion and crimes. 
It’s quite incredible. See numerous 
recent publicly broadcast statements 
of PM Netanyahu, Security Minister 
Ben-Gvir, Finance Minister Smotrich, 
Defense Minister Katz and a multitude 
of other raving, misanthropic, Zionist 
lunatics and you get a clear picture of 
their intentions. Believe the wolves 
when they howl.

T h e  w e s t e r n  s o - c a l l e d 
democracies and their leadership and 
much of their populace (including 
Canada) stand by, listen to this and 
watch the grotesque barbarism play 
out in Gaza, the West Bank, Lebanon, 
Syria and Yemen every day of the 
week and look the other way. It’s no 
wonder at all the West is in moral, 
cultural and economic decline and 
this weak-hearted complicity will 
speed it up.

The global south,  forever 
oppressed, watches and waits for 
their ‘right to exist’ and launches 
incredible, heroic resistance to the 
masters of war and global chaos. God 
speed to you and yours.

Todd Allen
Rosebery 

How a land of 
many users is 
becoming an 
exclusive fiefdom

Land use decision-making in 
Southeast BC has gone completely off 
the rails. Major, permanent decisions 
are being made without public 
consultation. Powerful lobbyists 
appear to literally be steering land-use 
planning committees on behalf of their 
clients. First Nations seem to have 
been caught in a web of corruption that 
threatens to undermine the legitimacy 
of co-governance right at the very 
dawn of the project to bring them 
‘into the fold.’ In 20 years of mineral 
exploration in BC, I have never felt so 
unwelcome – all while the federal and 
provincial governments try to leverage 
critical minerals at a pivotal time for 
the economy.

In September of 2024, our 
exploration team was stacking and 
logging drill core on our mining 
property at the Thor project near 
Trout Lake. Two representatives of 
Canadian Mountain Holidays (CMH) 
approached our team in a UTV. After 

a brief and friendly chat, one of them 
told us that we needed to “move all 
of this [stuff]” (meaning our hard-
won drill core), as it was interfering 
with their heli-skiing tenure in the 
wintertime. I was shocked that the 
holders of such a massive tenure 
would so brazenly demand that we 
vacate our relatively small piece of 
private property.

Over our 20 years working to 
define a mineral resource on our 
project, we have run into hundreds or 
even thousands of other land users. We 
find skis, goggles, poles, and dozens 
of LZ marker flags as we put the 
land to productive use in the summer 
season. We see quads, UTVs, berry 
and mushroom pickers, and plenty 
of good old-fashioned sightseers. 
Aside from active management 
of safety risks, we recognize that 
excluding others from the land is 
counterproductive and adversarial. 

The Incomappleux Park and 
Conservancy was created in 2023, and 
serves as the archetype of exclusion. 
Interfor – a company which generates 
C$2.7B in revenue annually – was 
secretly consulted and compensated. 
Teck, a company with annual revenue 
of $10.75B – was also consulted about 
the creation of these areas, and even 
funded the initiative. Not consulted 
were any of the inhabitants who live 
and hold individual property interests 
in the area, or the numerous small 
companies who conduct mining 
exploration. Families live in the 
Incomappleux Valley, and there are 
active mines and claims (mostly 
held by locals) with potential to 
drive domestic production of critical 
minerals. Now, the only road access 
to the valley has been blocked, 
with plans underway to remove the 
road permanently. What good is a 
conservation area to the general public 
if the only access is available to the 
luxury elite via helicopters?

The provincial and federal 
governments decry the need for 
domestic production of critical 
minerals to ‘save Canada’s bacon’ in 
the midst of a trade war. Meanwhile, 
their actions on the ground suggest 
that they are all too willing to write 
off whole chunks of a rich and storied 
mining district for American groups 
like the Bill and Melinda Gates 
Foundation and Wyss Foundation.

1.2 million hectares of British 
Columbia is presently up for land use 
planning. The Kootenay Lake Forest 
Landscape Plan is currently open for 
public comment. In charge of the 
public consultation process is “Moe 
Nadeau Consulting.” Ms. Nadeau’s 
Linkedin profile is unapologetic 
about her prior involvement working 

continued from page 7
for HeliCat Canada. HeliCat is none 
other than CMH’s very own lobbyist 
organization. How can we trust Ms. 
Nadeau to steer the consultation 
process fairly when she has such a 
conflict of interest?

The project is hailed as a victory 
for Indigenous co-governance in 
British Columbia. Decision-making 
authority in the land use planning 
process is being shared with First 
Nations groups. Less advertised are 
the Indigenous leadership gatherings 
at CMH’s Galena Lodge for several 
years running. The Conflict of Interest 
Act prohibits public office holders, 
and members of their families, 
from accepting “any gift or other 
advantage… that might reasonably be 
seen to have been given to influence 
the public office holder in the exercise 
of an official power, duty or function.” 
How can we underscore to Indigenous 
stakeholders the need to fairly weigh 
the needs of alternate land users 
and local residents when those 
groups (headquartered hundreds of 
kilometers away) have been honoured 
guests of the CMH lodge for many 
years? 

Note that in spite of its friendly-
sounding name, Canadian Mountain 
Holidays is owned and operated 
by Alterra Mountain Company out 
of Denver, Colorado. What is the 
point of taking American liquor off 
the shelves when American NGOs, 
private equity, and corporations are in 
here dictating things as foundational 
to sovereignty as land use policy?

Thomas Gardiner,
Taranis Resources Inc.

Trout Lake

Support the 
Valley Voice

with a 
Voluntary 

Subscription

Your monthly 
donation helps keep 

our full-time local 
journalist employed.

valleyvoice.ca
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by Rachael Lesosky, Local Journalism 
Initiative reporter

RDCK Area H Director Walter 
Popoff has announced that he will not 
seek reelection in the upcoming general 
local election. 

“I have reviewed my family situation 
and the RDCK (Area H) workload and 
determined that I am not in a position to 
dedicate another four years to community 
service,” Director Popoff wrote to the 
Valley Voice on August 21. “It is time for 
me to retire, concentrate on my health 
and spend more time with my family.”

Director Popoff was first elected 
in 2008 and has served uninterrupted 
since then. 

Area D Director Aimee Watson and 
Area K Director Teresa Weatherhead 
have both said they will seek reelection. 

Bicycle storage pilot 
A new bicycle storage pilot in the 

Slocan Valley received support from 
the board. $30,000 was disbursed from 
the Area H Community Development 
Grant program to install several bike 
storage lockers at key sites in the valley. 
Residents will be able to park bikes at bus 
stops in secure and dry facilities.

The pilot will help the RDCK explore 
how to link active transportation with 
transit routes, to bridge the ‘last-mile’ gap 
that traditional transit services struggle to 
fill, said Alex Leffelaar, Climate Action 
Assistant, in the funding application.

The pilot aims to reduce some of the 
barriers to multi-modal transportation, 
such as theft, and weight and timing 
restrictions for loading bikes on buses.

Water and wastewater 
sustainability framework

The RDCK will develop a Regional 
Water and Wastewater Sustainability 

RDCK board, August 20: Area H Director Popoff will not seek reelection
Framework to guide how and when 
it can support non-RDCK water and 
wastewater systems.

The RDCK owns and operates one 
of the largest drinking water system 
portfolios in the province. There are 
also hundreds of independent water and 
wastewater systems within the region, 
including 30 managed by improvement 
districts.

Together, these systems provide 
essential services to thousands of 
residents, but many of the managers of the 
independent systems are facing challenges 
with aging infrastructure, increasing 
regulatory requirements, volunteer 
governance, and limited financial 
capacity. Many come to the RDCK, 
requesting support for asset management, 
water science and engineering support, 
and project management.

The RDCK is currently without a 
governance framework to establish how 
requests should be prioritized, and when 
it can offer support.

In the past, many independent 

systems have relied on the Community 
Works Fund (CWF). However, the Union 
of BC Municipalities has said that CWF 
investments in third-party infrastructure 
projects must demonstrate that they are 
eligible and supported through board-
approved planning processes.

The Regional Water and Wastewater 
Sustainability Framework will help 
establish eligibility, prioritization, and 
decision-making processes.

Free tipping at Marblehead
Due to ongoing service disruptions 

at the Marblehead Transfer Station, the 
RDCK is using $7,000 from the Area D 
Community Development Grant program 
to offer free tipping until September 21.

Many residents have driven over 30 
kilometres only to find that the transfer 
station has closed without notice. Further, 
the site is also damaged and can only 
accept household garbage.

The RDCK would like to compensate 
for the personal expenses, along with 
the increased risks from grizzly activity 

in the area. 

Fire hall improvements
The Crescent Valley, Winlaw, and 

Slocan Fire Halls are getting spruced 
up with $350,000 from the Community 

Works Fund. All three halls will receive 
new generators. The failed HVAC system 
at Winlaw will be replaced. At Crescent 
Valley, the road will be repaved where 
it was removed as part of drainage 
improvements.

Interfor Forest Operations Map
Interfor FOM ID: 3406

Notice is hereby given that Interfor Corporation is seeking 
public review and comment on the following Forest 
Operations Map (FOM) for a 30-day period between 
August 27th to September 26th, 2026.

FOM ID: 3406- CG A20192 CP 313 Wilson Lake – OA
Natural Resource District-Selkirk

Timber Supply Area – Arrow
Landscape Unit- N525-Wilson

Maps are available for review and comment from the 
following website: https://fom.nrs.gov.bc.ca/public/projects
Printed maps will also be made available to view through 
appointment at the Interfor office located in Castlegar.
Comments can be submitted online during the 30-day period 
via https://fom.nrs.gov.bc.ca/public/projects or by email or 
mail. For inquiries and comments please contact Interfor 
Corporation – Castlegar Division, 2705 Arrow Lakes Dr,
Castlegar, BC V1N 3W4, between the hours of 8:00 am to 4:00 
pm on weekdays. Please reference FOM ID# if commenting by 
mail or email at: kootenaywoodlands.fom@interfor.com
Following the review and comment period, this FOM may be 
relied upon to apply for a road permit or cutting permit for a 
3-year period ending August 27th, 2029.

Dog & Cat Food and 
Farm Animal Feed

Shavings

Fall & Winter Clothing 
50% off (older stock only)

Cozy warm flannel & jackets

5 0 %  o f f  f a l l  
flowering bulbs

Be winter ready, insulation, 
pipe heat tape.

New store 
hours Open Tues 

thru Sat 9-5:30

Fencing, posts, 
gates, corral 

panels.
Kootenay’s 

largest supplier

Fall Bulbs, many to choose from, 
daffodils, tulips, allium bulbs.  Regular 

packages & Jumbo bags
Certified Seed Garlic

Winter is here is here, shovels, 
snow melt, toboggans, window 

scrapers & so much more

Amaryllis bulbs are here, great 
xmas gifts, Christmas lights, 

decorations & gifts galore.  Your 
one stop xmas shopping store! Dog & Cat Food and 

Farm Animal Feed

Shavings

SUMMER IS HERE
River floatees, beach toys, 

sunhats, sunscreen, canning 
supplies, garden seeds, 

sprinklers and hoses.
Make your place fire smart, 
chainsaws,weed wackers, 

watering supplies.

Open 9-5:30
closed Sundays & 

Mondays

Fencing, posts, gates, 
corral panels.

Kootenay’s largest 
supplier

Wheelbarrows, lawn rakes, 
shovels, gardening tools.
Soils, manures, fertilizers.

Come see us and order your new 
lawn mowers, tillers and other 

fun garden toys

Wood pellets  by the bag

Straw  and s ec ond 
c ut A lfalfa bales

5763 Hwy 6, Winlaw
250-226-7771
Open 9 – 5:30, closed Sundays & Mondays

Bird food & feeders

Kokanee Law
● Notary Service
● Wills & POAs
● Estate Solicitor 
● Family Law Agreements

● Contract negotiation
● Mediation
● Alternative Dispute 

Resolution

     THERIN J. RHAINTRE
          Lawyer & Mediator

   admin@kokaneelaw.ca
          250-505-9563
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by Joanne Feenstra
Slocan council approved funding 

for community programs and events, 
received updates on infrastructure, 
staffing and housing projects. Mayor 
Jessica Lunn and three councillors 
will not seek reelection in October. 

Mayor and three of 
four councillors will 
not seek reelection

Mayor Lunn and councillors 
Buller, Van Bynen and Knott 
have said they aren’t running for 
reelection, while Perriere remains 
undecided. 

Buller stated that although it was 
an honour and a pleasure to serve, he 
is not seeking reelection in October. 
Van Bynen stated that she is moving 

Slocan council, August 10: 
Mayor and three councillors 
will not seek reelection

to Kelowna and that “it’s been a 
pleasure working with you all but 
I am moving on.” Knott stated that 
he also is not seeking reelection in 
October. He said, “This has been a 
very difficult decision but I have a 
growing business and family and 
now is not the time to be involved. 
This has been an incredible learning 
experience for me and I really 
enjoyed it. I’ll be back someday.” 

Mayor Lunn stated, “Huge thanks 
to council and the councillors that I 
have worked with over the years. 
It’s been a functional and supportive 
council and everybody’s voice has 
been so important. Sitting in this 
seat you realize how many people 
contribute to the community.” 

Lunn was first  elected to 
council in 2011 and has held the 
position of mayor since 2014. In 
written comments she stated, “After 
considerable thought, I have decided 
that I will not be seeking another 
term as mayor this October. Serving 
Slocan has been one of the greatest 
privileges of my life. I have loved 
this work and very much love this 
community, and I am incredibly 
grateful to have had the opportunity 
to help move forward so many 
important ideas and projects.”

Perriere said she would make a 
decision about whether or not to run 
again for council on September 7. 
Perriere has held her seat on council 
for the past 24 years.

Quarterly financial 
report 

Chief Financial Officer (CFO) 
Nathan Russ presented the quarterly 
financial report. Campground year-
to-date revenues were $60,500 at 

Mayor Jessica Lunn speaking at Slocan’s 125th birthday in July. Lunn will not run for re-
election this October.
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www.kootenay.coop

continued on page 11

WELCOME 
BACK!

School information: 
sd8.bc.ca/schools 

A warm welcome back to school 
to students and families on  
Tuesday, September 8! 
The first day of school ends three hours early. 
Afternoon buses also run three hours early. 

Please travel safely, watch for children and 
always yield to school buses.
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June 30 compared to $51,300 at the 
same time in 2025. 

The Village made a $400,000 
principal payment on June 16 for 
the mill site loan. The loan balance 
is now $200,000, which will reduce 
interest expenses in the next quarter. 

The Springer Creek Bridge 
Repair project has started with 
approximately $18,500 spent, and the 
Harold Street Revitalization project 
has started with approximately 
$12,100 spent to date. 

Halloween Hoot 2026 
funding approved

A request was received from 
Safire Jones, Halloween Hoot 

Cert i f ied Display Fireworks 
Supervisor and committee member, 
asking for council’s funding support 
of $4,500 for the 2026 Halloween 
Hoot event. The Halloween Hoot is 
celebrating its 34th year, and is a well-
attended community event enjoyed 
by residents within and outside the 
Village. 

Staff was directed to amend the 
Halloween Hoot Committee terms of 
reference to include an honorarium 
of $500 for a Fireworks Supervisor 
and up to five honoraria of $100 
each for Fireworks Assistants.
Council approved the request and 
the amendment. 

Caregiver program 
funding approved

Kevin Goodwin,  Program 
Coordinator for the West Kootenay 
Boundary Caregiver Support 
Program in New Denver, asked for 
$1,000 to support implementation 
of a Regional Online Caregiver Peer 
Support Program for caregivers who 
are unable to leave their loved one for 

THE CORPORATION OF THE VILLAGE OF SLOCAN
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OSTEOPATHIC MANUAL PRACTITIONER
Karina Gregory

Helping Build the Life you Love
by Supporting Your Health and Well-being

Now Providing Osteopathic Treatments
Sunday-Wednesday in Nelson, BC

Thursday-Friday in Slocan, BC
To book an appointment text or call 514-238-9510

www.karinagregory.ca

continued from page 10 even short periods of time. 
Caregivers can participate 

from their own homes without 
arranging transportation, respite 
care, or lengthy travel. The group 
will meet twice monthly and will 
require a facilitator who will need 
to be compensated for running the 

program. Councillor Perriere stated 
this was an important service and 
caregivers are often overlooked. 
Council awarded the funds. 

Rural Organic Waste 
Diversion and Climate 
Resilient Communities 

continued on page 18
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by Rachael Lesosky, Local Journalism 
Initiative reporter

The Village is applying to three 
Columbia Basin Trust (CBT) grants.

The Gathering Area and Town 
Hub Enhancement and Revitalization 
(GATHER) Grant would bring in 
$25,000 for planning and design 
work on the SS Moyie amphitheatre 

project. The preliminary concept for the 
amphitheatre was developed in 2022.

The Public Art Program would 
offer up to $75,000 for the Kaslo 
Art Legacy Project: commissioning 
and installing a permanent art piece 
that reflects Kaslo’s culture, history, 
landscape, and connection to Kootenay 
Lake and local watersheds. If the 
application is successful, the project 
will be referred to the Arts & Heritage 
Committee.

T h e  S h o r e l i n e  O u t d o o r 
Revitalization and Enhancement 
(SHORE) Grant would bring in up 
to $50,000 to complete a full site plan 
for Kaslo Bay Park. The coordinated 
park plan will consider waterfront 
access, event use, trails, landscaping, 
parking, accessibility, servicing, and 
long-term maintenance as a whole, 
before advancing any individual capital 

projects.

Search and Rescue land 
sale

Kaslo Search and Rescue (KSAR) 
would like to purchase the parcel of 
municipal land that it occupies at 529 
Arena Avenue.

Council will spend $7,500 on a 
property appraisal and legal services, 
in preparation for a potential sale 
agreement.

KSAR approached the Village in 
March, requesting long-term control 
of the land. It’s planning to build a 
new storage and operations building, 
but many capital funding programs 
require proof of long-term tenure. 
KSAR proposed two options: that the 
Village sell the parcel at a nominal fee 
or below-market value, or approve a 
99-year lease at minimal annual cost.

KSAR’s current lease expired on 
July 1.

Public Works standby
Public Works operators will now 

receive standby pay. Council approved  
$7,500 for the remainder of 2026, and 
$18,819 annually thereafter.

The Public Works department 
has historically managed after-hours 
incidents through an informal call- out 
process, but never through formal 

standby assignments.
Unlike a call-out, standby is 

not simply a request to answer if 
convenient; it restricts personal time 
and requires employees to be available, 
fit for duty, and able to respond in a 
timely manner.

Formalizing standby will ensure 
the Village can respond to after-hours 
incidents swiftly. It will also clarify 
who is responsible for after-hours 
response, what the expectations are, 
and provide proper compensation.

As of July 31, Public Works had 
responded to 34 after-hours call-outs, 
including 17.5 overtime hours at the 
wastewater treatment plant, and 63 
overtime hours at the water treatment 
plant.

Noise control variance 
for wedding

A private wedding at the Kaslo 
Golf Club on September 6 was granted 
a Noise Control Bylaw variance.

The bylaw defines ‘Quiet Time’ as 
10 pm to 8 am. The variance will allow 
amplified sound to continue until 1 am 
on September 7.

There are no residential areas 
near the Kaslo Golf Club, so it’s 
unlikely neighbouring properties will 
be significantly impacted, but the 
applicant will take reasonable steps to 

reduce the effects.

No financial aid for 
Kootenay Konnects

Council denied a Special Event 
Financial Assistance application made 
by the Kootenay Lake Innovation 
Centre (KLIC) for its recent Kootenay 
Konnects event. The free public 
community festival was held from 
July 31 to August 2, as part of the Kaslo 
Block Party.

KLIC requested $155.40 to offset 
the cost of two portable washroom units 
rented from the Village. 

The Village’s Grants-in-Aid 
Policy requires special event financial 
assistance applications to be submitted 
at least three months before the event. 
KLIC submitted its application on July 
28, so council couldn’t support the 
application.

Councillor Erika Bird said three 
months lead-time is a bit much, but 
that it’s important for the Village to stay 
consistent with its policies.

Marine club piling 
replacement

Kaslo Bay Marine Club (KBMC) 
was granted permission to temporarily 
use Village lands at the public boat 
launch as a staging area for its marina 
piling replacement project, from 
September 8 to 28.

Public access to the boat launch 
will only be restricted as required for 
active work and safety purposes. On-
site personnel will direct users to return 
later or use alternate launch options.

Ball park fees adopted
Rental fees for Murray Pearson 

Memorial Ball Park are finally set after 
council adopted an amended Fees and 
Charges Bylaw.

Commercial user rates are $185 

Kaslo council, August 11: Village applies for three CBT grants

• Fresh Meat Cut Daily
• Fresh & Frozen Seafood
• Freezer Packs
• Deli Sandwiches to go
• Awesome Cheese Selection
• Fresh & Smoked Sausage
• Smoked Salmon
• Awesome Beef Jerky
• Custom Cutting
• Weekly Instore Specials

Happy Labour Day 
from the Hospital Employees’ Union 
Working to make health care better for everyone

HEALTH CARE WORKERSHEALTH CARE WORKERS
like care aides, clerical, trades and security are a vital 
part of the team delivering health care in B.C.

continued on page 17
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Village of Kaslo may face judicial review of South Beach purchase 
and sale agreement
by Rachael Lesosky, Local Journalism 
Initiative reporter

During its August 11 meeting, 
Kaslo council authorized a revised 
Purchase and Sale Agreement with 
Quality Property Developments for 
South Beach – but may now be facing 
a judicial review.

The Purchase and Sale Agreement 
(PSA) outlines terms and conditions 
that must be met before the Village will 
sell its road allowances within South 
Beach to landowner Quality Property 
Developments (QPD), and QPD will 
sell riparian and waterfront land to the 
Village. The land transfer was spurred 
by QPD’s desire to develop an RV park.

The revised PSA first came to 
council during its July 14 meeting. 
However, council referred the item in 
light of a letter from Eyford Partners 
LLP per Nathalie Baker, dated June 26.

Ms. Baker, Eyford partner, is 
the legal counsel for South Beach 
Working Group (SBWG), a citizen 
group dedicated to challenging the 

development and preserving South 
Beach.

The letter asked a series of 
questions related to the process used 
to finalize and execute the PSA. Ms. 
Baker requested a written response 
to the questions by August 1, failing 
which SBWG would apply for a 
judicial review.

On July 14, council chose not to 
send a response to Ms. Baker – nor to 
seek legal counsel regarding the letter.

Councillors Matthew Brown and 
Erika Bird were in favour of setting 
aside $6,000 to seek legal counsel 
before responding to the letter, while 
Mayor Suzan Hewat and Councillors 
Molly Leathwood and Rob Lang were 
opposed to sending a letter at all.

Instead, council forwarded the 
June 26 letter to QPD for comment. 
Hewat, Leathwood, and Lang were in 
favour of this, while Brown and Bird 
were opposed.

With the August 1 deadline come 
and gone, a new letter has arrived 
from Eyford Partners, stating that, 

should council proceed with executing 
the revised PSA during its August 11 
meeting, SBWG will proceed with an 
application for judicial review without 
further notice.

And council did just that. Two 
revisions to the PSA were approved: 
amendments to the mapping schedules 
to improve clarity and accuracy, and 
extension of the closing date from 
October 30, 2026 to February 28, 2027.

Councillors Brown and Bird 
opposed the motion.

“We have confirmation today 
[from Eyford Partners] that, absent 
a satisfactory response, the judicial 
review will be triggered,” said 
Councillor Brown. “We don’t know 
the cost to taxpayers.”

One concern brought forward by 
Ms. Baker surrounded South Beach’s 
previous industrial use and the potential 
for contamination on the site. The PSA, 
as it stands, waives both QPD and the 
Village from delivering site disclosure 
statements, under the Environmental 
Management Act. 

Councillor Brown once again 
suggested seeking legal counsel.

“We could put aside the [$6,000] 
that was suggested at the last meeting 
as a contingency fund for us to look into 
this to make sure we are safeguarding 
our community from these concerns,” 
he said.

Brown felt confident that, should 
the Village find out that the land 
they’re planning to purchase from 
QPD were contaminated and needed 
to be managed, the cost would be well 
above $6,000.

“Before, [the contamination] was 
somebody else’s problem; it was their 
land. Now we’re actually purchasing 
this land from [QPD]… If a [$6,000] 
investment could put these [concerns] 
to bed and build more confidence in the 
public around this plan, that has such 
engagement around it – and, I would 
say, concern – then I think that that 
should just be a slam dunk.”

CAO Robert Baker noted that 
the site disclosure statements aren’t 
included in the PSA because they aren’t 

part of the land transfer. However, 
when it comes time to subdivide or 
issue a development permit, QPD 
would need to provide a site disclosure 
statement to the Village, and take 
any necessary steps pertaining to 
contamination.

Council lor  Bird suggested 
postponing execution of the revised 
PSA indefinitely, and seeking legal 
counsel. Councillor Brown voted in 
favour.

“Council can change their mind 
and we can have a different look at 
something with new information, so 
whatever we decided as a group last 
year or in 2024 has no bearing on today, 
because we can change our mind,” said 
Bird. “We can get new information.”

But the remaining three council 
members voted to carry through with it.

The revised PSA will be executed, 
and, based on both the June 26 and 
August 11 letters from Eyford Partners, 
the Village can expect an application 
for judicial review of the PSA will be 
filed without further notice.

by Nikko Snyder
Don Scarlett was named Kaslo’s 

Citizen of the Year at a ceremony held 
during the village’s 133rd birthday 
party on August 14. 

The Village’s announcement of the 
award on social media stated that Don 
was honoured for a lifetime of “quiet, 
tireless service to our community of 
Kaslo and Area D.”

Don has contributed to the 
community in innumerable ways since 
he moved to Kaslo in 1972. Though 
he arrived with an engineering degree 
from MIT, Don was immediately drawn 
to more hands-on and community-
focused work. 

“I really wanted to build things 
with my hands and work for and with 
neighbours,” Don told the Valley Voice. 
“Kaslo needed a local electrician at 
that time and with help from Electrical 
Inspector Louie Shutty, I learned the 
trade.”

Don’s first major project was 
to volunteer his time to design and 
supervise the electric wiring for the 
Langham. He went on to work for 53 
years as an electrician, training several 
apprentices along the way. By 1990, 
Don specialized in building micro-
hydro power plants, environmentally-
benign power sources well-suited to the 
West Kootenay. To this day, his own 
power plant provides fire protection 

to his neighbours as well as electricity.
“ I  l oved  the  h i s to ry  and 

resourcefulness of this community,” 
says  Don.  “Kaslo  thr ives  on 
volunteerism, so it felt natural to 
volunteer for the Historical Society, 
the Chamber of Commerce, the 
Community Forest and even a short 
stint as a Village Councillor in 1980.” 

In the 1980s Don helped create and 
lead the Kootenay-Okanagan Electric 
Consumers Association (ECA). It grew 
to over 7,000 members and attempted 
to prevent the American takeover of 
West Kootenay Power. Don also ran for 
the federal nomination to fight against 
NAFTA in Ottawa.  

“Given FortisBC electricity rates 
and today’s national news, I don’t 
regret making those efforts,” he says. 

In 2008, Don joined the Kaslo 
infoNet Society (KiN) as a working 
board member. It was clear to Don 
that internet connectivity had become 
an essential service, and he went on to 
serve as president of KiN for some 15 
years, leading the organization from a 
small wireless service to a community-
owned fibre network reaching every 
property on North Kootenay Lake – 
including 36 kilometres of submarine 
cable laid across the lake. Now in its 
30th year, the non-for-profit employs 
local people and is extending service 
to the East Shore.

“KiN [is] an innovative and 

community-minded non-profit,” 
says Don. “[It] is unique in BC, 
economically delivering big-city 
connectivity to all the North Arm 
Kootenay Lake communities, providing 
local employment and allowing young 
professionals and families to work 
online while living in this wonderful 
environment.”

Truly,  Don’s thousands of 
volunteer hours have run the gamut, 
from fundraising and design, trench 
digging and tower climbs – to personal 
bridge financing when a federal grant 
paid only on completion. His lifetime 
of service to the community has 
contributed technical skills, advocacy, 
mentorship. 

During her presentation of the 
award, Kaslo Mayor Suzan Hewat 
said of Don:  

“This year’s recipient spent many 
years contributing their time as a board 
member on several local not-for-
profit boards. Their involvement with 
these organizations was not limited to 
providing governance. They were not 
afraid to get their hands dirty, often 
getting down in the trenches with staff. 
This individual brought some outside-
the-box thinking and innovative ideas 
to get the job done.”

Don himself describes Kaslo’s 
Citizen of the Year awards as a reminder 
of the importance of volunteers and 
valuing our community. “I’m grateful 

to be part of the tradition that makes 
Kaslo special,” he says.

It turns out that the tradition 
extends to Don’s own family – his 
wife, Elizabeth Scarlett, has also been 
honoured with the award – she was 

Don Scarlett named Kaslo Citizen of the Year

named Citizen of the Year in 1994.
Mayor Hewat’s words sum it 

up well: “Don has never sought 
recognition. He simply saw what 
our community needed and set about 
building it.”

Standing: Kaslo Mayor Suzan Hewat. Seated (L-R): Elizabeth Scarlett, Kaslo Citizen of the Year 
Don Scarlett.
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submitted by the Autonomous 
Sinixt

Purple chairs are popping up in 
Kootenay communities. Led by the 
Autonomous Sinixt and supporters, 
the campaign is a reminder of the 
tragedies still unfolding here with 
the toxic drug crisis.

 “In one single week in April 
2026, in the city of Trail, BC,  within 
our unceded territory, nine people 
died from toxic drug overdoses, 
with more deaths occurring over the 

Autonomous Sinixt place purple chairs in Kootenay communities 
as a reminder of the ongoing drug tragedy

years in this ongoing epidemic drug 
crisis,” explains Marilyn James, 
Matriarch of the Autonomous 
Sinixt.

The Autonomous Sinixt have 
chosen purple as the color to paint 
empty chairs to symbolize and 
recognize those no longer with us 
because of the lethal drug supply. 
The chairs commemorate the loss 
of loved ones who are missing from 
our homes, lost to drugs. 

“We would like to invite you to 

participate with us in placing a chair 
outside or inside your establishment 
or residence, a reminder about the 
dangerous threats from toxic drugs 
and what we can all do to prevent 
these deaths,” adds Marilyn James.

Towards the end of August 
there will be a Call to Action where 
people can choose to bring their 
chairs to City Hall and place them 
in the grass. During this time, the 
Autonomous Sinixt will pick up 
the chairs and keep them in their 
inventory, or people can choose to 
keep their chairs for the next purple 
chair campaign in August 2027..

Keep an eye on social media 
for updates about the Call to 
Action, and please share and 
tag  @autonomoussinixt  and 
#autonomoussinixt in photos of 
your purple chairs. 

Autonomous Sinixt respectfully 
acknowledges and dedicates this 
campaign to Aubrey and his mom 
Jessica. Questions can be directed 
to info@sinixt.org. 

PH
O

TO
 C

O
U

RT
ES

Y:
 A

U
TO

N
O

M
O

U
S 

SI
N

IX
T 

FA
C

EB
O

O
K

The Autonomous Sinixt and supporters are placing purple chairs around 
communities in the Kootenays this month as a reminder of the tragic impacts of the 

toxic drug crisis. 
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At the beginning of 2026, 
Silverton had $90,706 in Community 
Development funds. During budget 
deliberations, council identified these 
projects as being appropriate to fund 
with the grant, rather than with general 
municipal taxation.

No Community 
Development Grant

Council didn’t authorize applying 
for a $1,000 RDCK Community 
Development Grant for the virtual 
West Kootenay Boundary Caregiver 
Support Program, an initiative of the 
Nelson and District Hospice Society 
in collaboration with New Denver 
Hospice.

Chief Administrative Officer 
(CAO) Catherine Allaway said in her 
staff report that though the project is 
valuable, approving the request would 
be a significant departure from the 
Village’s historical use of Community 
Development funds. In the past, the 
funds were used to support municipal 
projects that would otherwise place 
pressure on  the Village’s operating 
budget. Approving ad hoc funding for 
third-party organizations could create 
a precedent.

Councillor Leah Main wanted to 
support the project, but Mayor Tanya 
Gordon and Councillor Brian Mills 
did not. Councillor Don Broughton 
was absent from the meeting.

CAO Allaway noted that the 
Village supported the program with a 
ReDi Grant this spring.

Bench placement request
Council approved a request by the 

Makortoff family to place a memorial 
bench on municipal land near the boat 

launch – between Campsite 11 and 
Slocan Lake.

CAO Catherine Allaway noted 
that there is likely space for two 
benches at that location. Staff will 
put together a policy or plan for future 
bench requests, to ensure placements 
are made thoughtfully.

SBS permit and variance
Silverton Building Supplies was 

Silverton council, August 12: Household hazardous waste collection Sept. 20
rental fee established in its Fees and 
Charges Bylaw, the Village will apply 
the Memorial Hall rental fee.

Community 
Development Grants

The Village will apply for 
$3,820.72 from the RDCK Community 
Development Grant program for three 
community projects.

$500 will go towards the purchase 
of a shared veterans commemorative 
sidewalk stencil.

$820.72 will fund two compost 
tumblers, as part of the joint Organics 
Diversion project. The Village of New 
Denver secured grant funding for most 
of the project, but Silverton will fill 
in the gap.

$2,500 will support the RDCK’s 
application to the Columbia Basin 
Trust’s Active Transportation Grant 
program for a feasibility study for 
an active transportation link between 
Silverton and New Denver.

Each year, electoral areas and 
partner municipalities of the RDCK 
receive an allocation of Community 
Development Grant funds. The Village 
authorizes applications, and the RDCK 
board approves disbursal of funds.

by  Rachae l  Lesosky,  Loca l 
Journalism Initiative reporter

The RDCK will host the annual 
Household Hazardous Waste 
collection event in Silverton on 
Sunday, September 20, from 11 am to 
2 pm. The event will take place in the 
open area between the Village Office 
and the Public Works shop.

Council  approved a $150 
Temporary Licence of Occupation 
for the RDCK to use the municipal 
land for the event.

Access to the composting bins 
will not be restricted.

Gallery use for comedy 
show

Slocan Lake Arts Council (SLAC) 
will host a one-man comedy show in 
the upstairs performance space of the 
Silverton Gallery on September 26.

The Village and SLAC will enter 
into a temporary use agreement for 
the event.

Normally, SLAC would use the 
Silverton Memorial Hall for an event 
like this, but the hall is already booked 
on that date. Since the Village doesn’t 
currently have a one-time gallery 

by Rachael Lesosky, Local Journalism 
Initiative reporter

Silverton council adopted its 
permissive tax exemptions for 2027 – 
with the notable absence of Colleen’s 
Beach.

Colleen’s Beach is a lakeshore 
property, privately owned and maintained 
by Haven for Ecology (formerly Valhalla 
Foundation for Ecology). It lies north of 
Cooper’s Beach along the same stretch 
of shoreline, and is a memorial to past 
resident Colleen McCrory

“We’ve provided public access to 
this gem of a recreational location for 
some 14 years,” Haven for Ecology 
Executive Director Lorna Visser told the 
Valley Voice.

Haven for Ecology has received a 
permissive tax exemption since 2014, but 
will not receive one in 2027. Without an 
exemption, Visser said the society will 
have to close public access to the site.

“For our charitable organization, 
having our contribution as a recreational 
and community-serving organization 
neither recognized or supported by this 
council, frankly, that hurts,” said Visser.

The Village says that council’s 
decision was based on the Village’s 
financial position.

“The Village of Silverton’s operating 

budget is getting higher and higher 
every year,” said Mayor Tanya Gordon 
during the August 12 meeting, when 
the exemption bylaw was adopted. 
“The Village is looking for any way we 
can make up any added funds so our 
taxpayers don’t have to pay that extra 
money.”

Beginning in 2027, council also 
decided to no longer grant exemptions 
for privately-owned properties.

Denying a permissive tax exemption 
for Colleen’s Beach only saves the Village 
about $365, but from their perspective it 
all adds up in the bigger picture.

CAO Catherine Allaway told the 
Valley Voice that there are additional 
financial pressures coming down the 
pipe soon.

“We know that funding streams 
haven’t been renewed provincially – all 
of the infrastructure planning grants 
are currently on hold, and the [Local 
Government Climate Action Program] 
hasn’t been renewed – so we are quite 
aware of how tough budget planning is 
going to be in 2027,” said Allaway.

Country-wide, local governments are 
struggling with aging infrastructure and 
asset management costs. The Province 
has indicated that the cost of providing 
services – such as water and sewer – 

should be borne by the people benefitting 
from the service.

To boot, the Province has also 
announced that it’s ending the Northern 
and Rural Home Owner Grant, which 
provides rural residents with an extra 
$200 on top of the $570 Home Owner 
Grant.

“How can we make sure that we’re 
still delivering services to residents, and 
how can we keep property taxes for 
individual residents as manageable as 
possible?” said Allaway.

This is a big driver behind all of 
council’s decisions – permissive tax 
exemptions included.

“It’s going to be tough to balance the 
budget in 2027,” said Allaway.

Council welcomed Haven for 
Ecology to engage with the Village next 
year to find a way forward for 2028.

But Haven for Ecology is not 
satisfied. “The double insult here from 
Silverton Village council,” said Lorna 
Visser, “is their not honouring the public 
access we provide to a very important 
lakeshore recreational site in Silverton 
(that we have freely provided for some 
14+ years in return for the Village 
providing a property tax exemption) and 
their disgraceful attitude toward a beloved 
Silverton resident’s memorial park.” 

Public access to Colleen’s Beach in 
Silverton to be closed

COLLEEN’S BEACH PARK
PUBLIC ACCESS CLOSED

Please use Cooper’s Beach
access to the south

The lower portion of this pathway is on the private property of
Haven for Ecology (formerly Valhalla Foundation for Ecology).

Since 2012 when we created Colleen’s Beach Park in memory of beloved
Silverton community member Colleen McCrory and opened it for public use
and enjoyment, our registered charity has provided recreational access here

as a public service.

Stewarding and maintaining this property incurs considerable expense for
our charitable organization. In the past this burden was somewhat offset by

the property tax exemption we’ve consistently received since this nature
sanctuary was established.

This year (2026) the Silverton Village Council saw fit to remove our tax
exemption in spite of our charitable organization’s generosity for 14 years in
making Colleen’s Beach Park open to all. Every other non-profit organization

in the community was given a tax exemption except for us.

As the Village of Silverton no longer appreciates or recognizes the public
benefit we provide here, and due to the considerable insurance cost and our
ongoing stewardship costs for this property, without the Village-granted tax

exemption we can no longer bear the cost of safely maintaining this trail and
providing you with free public access.

For further clarification or if you object to Village Council’s discriminatory
decision against our charitable organization, we encourage you to address

your concerns to Silverton Mayor Tanya Gordon at
Tanya.Gordon@silverton.ca or call the Village office at 250-358-2472

For more information on Haven for Ecology, the nature sanctuaries we
steward, and our mission (saving wild places for wild things) go to

www.HavenEcology.org

continued on page 20

Haven for Ecology will place the above signage at the public access point to Colleen’s Beach in 
Silverton.

PH
O

TO
 C

O
U

RT
ES

Y:
 H

AV
EN

 F
O

R
 E

C
O

LO
G

Y



16    The Valley Voice  August 27, 2026NEW DENVER & SILVERTON

by Jan McMurray
The contracts for both the Official 

Community Plan (OCP) Review 
and Renewal, and the Downtown 
Revitalization Implementation Plan 
were awarded to McElhanney Ltd. 
Staff recommended McElhanney 
after evaluating 11 proposals for the 
OCP contract and seven proposals 
for the Downtown Revitalization 
Implementation Plan contract. 

“McElhanney identified an 
opportunity for coordinated delivery 
of the OCP Review and Renewal 
and Downtown Revitalization 
Implementation Plan. The proposal 
noted that the two projects share 
c o m m o n  t h e m e s ,  i n c l u d i n g 
community vision, downtown 
vitality, economic resilience, housing, 
mobility, accessibility, public realm 
improvements and community 
character,” a staff report says.

The OCP Review and Renewal 
is funded by a provincial grant, 
and the Downtown Revitalization 
Implementation Plan is funded by a 
$25,000 ETSI-BC grant.

Council not 
responsible for poster 
removals

Some posters are being removed 
from the public bulletin board on the 
main street, upsetting many people, 
said Councillors Danika Hammond 
and Colin Moss. Council wants the 
public to know that Village staff is not 

New Denver council, August 11: OCP and downtown revitalization 
contracts awarded to the same company

involved – the board is not owned or 
operated by the Village. 

Mayor Leonard Casley said 
when this happened in the past, the 
RCMP spoke to the person who was 
removing posters. 

Mayor Leonard Casley said he 
has heard about an individual who is 
taking away from the great work at 
Music in the Park. “If the person has 
an issue with me, or with council, my 
phone number is 250-551-4003 if they 
want to call and chat,” he said. 

Watermain project to 
be re-tendered

Brought forward from the July in 
camera meeting was a resolution to 
re-tender the Carpenter Creek Bridge 
Watermain Project, as all bids received 
were over budget. The project will be 
re-tendered in December. Meanwhile, 
staff will investigate grant funding 
opportunities and borrowing options, 
and will report back to council on 
these before re-tendering the project.

New Denver-Silverton 
active transportation 
corridor

The Village will provide a letter 
of support for the feasibility study 
for the New Denver-Silverton active 
transportation corridor, and council 
will discuss a possible financial 
contribution during 2027 budget 
deliberations. The requests for a letter 
of support and a financial contribution 
were made at the July council meeting 

by Miranda Hughes, representative 
of the RDCK’s Rural Mobility 
Community Advisory Committee 
and the North Slocan Trails Society, 
the groups working on the project.

Memorial bench 
approved

A memorial bench in honour of 
Shay Jordan Fisher will be placed in 
Greer Park. The plaque will say, “May 
the love that you shared with others 
shine back on you always. Linda, 
Doug, Hilary.” The application for 
the bench was made by Linda Jordan.

Recognition Requests 
Policy

Staff presented a draft Recognition 
Requests Policy, clarifying how 
council treats requests for recognition 
and letters of support. The policy was 
referred to a Committee of the Whole 
meeting.

CAO Car i  Lynn Gawle tz 
confirmed that artificial intelligence 
was used to draft the policy. Councillor 
Moss asked that a note be included at 
the end of all documents where AI has 
been used, noting that the document 
was compiled with the aid of AI.

Development Variance 
Permit approved

A Development Variance Permit 
was approved to accommodate the 
construction of a carport at 711 Union 
Street. The rear setback will be three 
feet and the side setback will be four 
feet, reduced from the 9.8 feet in the 
Zoning Bylaw.

The owners had originally 
applied for 0 setbacks, but revised the 

application after concerns were raised 
by council at the July council meeting. 
Councillor Moss said he spoke to the 
owners and the carport access will be 
from the south.

Orchard Notice Board
The location of the Orchard 

Community Notice Board has been 
changed. It will be installed in front 
of 313 1st Avenue instead of in front 
of 322 1st Avenue, where there were 
concerns about exposure to the sun 
and water from sprinkling. The owner 
of 313 1st Avenue is amenable to 
having the sign there.

Correspondence
Three pieces of correspondence 

to council were discussed.
Resident Ceridwen Anwell wrote 

to express disgust with the veterans’ 
memorial design, recently painted 
on the road in front of the cenotaph. 
Anwell pointed out that the stencil 
was placed upside down, so the leaf 
and stem are pointing to the left 
instead of to the right. Anwell will 
receive a response, thanking them for 
the letter, and noting that their concern 
will be considered when the painting 
needs to be re-done. Councillor Moss 
commented that the Facebook post 
about the memorial had received more 
than 400 likes.

A letter from resident Jim Matatall 
requested traffic calming measures 
on 3rd Avenue, which leads to the 
campground. The request was referred 
to the next council, as it has budgetary 
implications. Councillor Moss pointed 
out that a Traffic Calming Study was 
done before measures were taken on 
8th Avenue.

Janice Sommerfeld wrote to ask 
for a refund for her campground 
reservation. She cancelled the 
reservation because her close friend 
died in a mountain biking accident, 
and the funeral was scheduled during 
the time of her reservation. She 
cancelled nine days ahead of her 
reservation, as soon as she found out 
the date of the funeral. Councillors 
expressed regret, but agreed they 
could not make an exception to the 
policy: cancellations must be made 
at least two weeks in advance of the 
reservation in order to be refunded. 
The only valid exceptions are when 
a travel ban, evacuation alert or 
evacuation order are in place for New 
Denver.

Councillors noted that in order 
to get a bereavement discount on 
flights, proof must be provided and 
only immediate family members 
are eligible. CAO Gawletz reported 
that the Village has been receiving 
requests for refunds because of the 
smoky skies.

Western toads
Councillor Fyke reported that 

the Western toadlets at Summit 
Lake migrated across the road from 
Camp Valhalla this year, not from the 
provincial park as in the past. He said 
Camp Valhalla staff organized the kids 
to help the toadlets across the road.

Other
Council agreed to officially name 

the new bandstand in Centennial Park 
the ‘Centennial Park Stage.’

The Village’s annual audit will be 
carried out by Grant Thornton LLP at 
a cost of $21,000.

by  Rachae l  Lesosky,  Loca l 
Journalism Initiative reporter

The Village of Silverton has a 
brand new Official Community Plan 
(OCP).

The OCP sets long-term visions, 
goals, and policies, and provides a 
framework for how Silverton can 
grow and change in a way that 
supports a vibrant and inclusive 
village.

Council adopted the document 
following a public hearing on August 
19. Only one community member 
attended the meeting.

The road to the new OCP began 
in early spring. The process involved 
extensive public engagement, said Ian 
Dunlop, Community Planner, during 
the public hearing.

The public wanted to see support 
for community character and local 
economy reflected in the OCP. As 
well, the document now has up-to-
date demographics, considers current 
and future housing needs, and protects 
the Village’s natural assets – among 
even more community priorities.

Silverton’s OCP was last updated 
in 2010.

“This is a full-circle moment for 
me,” said Councillor Leah Main.

Main was part of the citizen 
committee in 2009 that helped 
develop the OCP. 2009 was also her 
first year on council.

As she counts down her final two 
meetings – she won’t be running in the 
upcoming election – it was a perfect 
bookend to adopt a new Official 
Community Plan.

The draft that was adopted can be 
viewed in the agenda of the August 
19 special council meeting: silverton.
civicweb.net.

Silverton adopts brand new Official 
Community Plan

PLEASE LOVE ME!
My name is Bella, and I’ve just lost my 
two senior companions. I’m a sweet 
five-year-old girl. I am deaf, so a loving, 
patient, quiet home is what I’d be ever 
so grateful to find. Maybe it’s yours? 
Please leave a voicemail for PALS at 
250 265-3792.
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Kaslo Municipal Campground – Kaslo
250-353-2662 • kaslo.ca • kaslocampground@yahoo.ca
April 15-Oct. 15 (weather permitting). Fully serviced and un-serviced sites 
available. Sites include fire pit and picnic table. Accessible washrooms and 
showers. Great downtown location close to park, beach, playground, tourist 
info centre, restaurants, shopping and trails! Pets on leash welcome. Free Wi-Fi.

Nakusp Municipal Campground – Nakusp
250-265-1061 • nakuspcampground.com
camp@nakuspcampground.com
Conveniently located downtown, three blocks from the public beach 
and adjacent to the community park, which includes a tennis court, 
ballparks and soccer field. Music in the Park every Wed. evening during 
July & August. 42 treed sites, including 10 with power service and 16 overflow campsites. Hot 
showers and sani-station. Open May to October. Reservations accepted.

CAMPGROUNDS

McDonald Creek Provincial Park – Nakusp
westkkootenayparks.com
Reservations: https://camping.bcparks.ca
On the shores of Upper Arrow Lake, 16 km south of Nakusp on Hwy 6. 111 campsites, 18 
electrified. Flush toilets, showers, sandy beach, boat launch, playground, day-use area, 
coin-operated sani-station with potable water RV fill. Reservations and first-come, first-
served available.
Summit Lake Provincial Park - Summit Lake
westkkootenayparks.com
Reservations: https://camping.bcparks.ca
18 km SE of Nakusp on Hwy 6. Unrivalled opportunities for fishing, boating and swimming in 
this clean, cool mountain lake. Explore the Nakusp to Summit Lake rail grade. 35 campsites 
by reservation or first-come, first-served.
Rosebery Provincial Park – Rosebery
westkkootenayparks.com
Reservations: https://camping.bcparks.ca
40 km SE of Nakusp and 5 km north of New Denver on Hwy 6. A restful escape well away 
from the buzz typical of other campgrounds. Newly refreshed! 35 campsites in a beautiful 
forest setting alongside Wilson Creek. Close to breathtaking Slocan Lake and the historic 
Galena Trail. Hand pump water supply, accessible pit toilets, playground. Reservable and 
plenty of first-come, first-served sites in peak season.

Silverton Municipal Campground – Silverton
250-358-2472 • silverton.ca
Silverton has one campground separated into two different 
locations. Lakeside campground has 4 sites directly on the lake 
and 17 sites adjacent. Creekside campground has 20 sites. 
Both can accommodate larger units and tents, with washroom and shower facilities. Book 
through the Village of Silverton website.

Centennial Park Campground – New Denver
250-358-2316 • newdenver.ca • 
campground@newdenver.ca
Open May 1 – Oct. 1. Book one of 48 sites, starting at 
$30 / night. 6 sites have water & 30-amp power hookups. Accessible washroom and 
coin-operated showers. Lakeside location featuring a park, beach, pump track, boat 
launch, and reflection garden. Pets on a leash are welcome. Secure your spot at www.
newdenver.ca/campground.

William Hunter Cabins – Silverton
250-358-2647 • williamhuntercabins.ca 
303 Lake Ave, Silverton
We have one lovely log cabin divided into two suites. All suites 
feature a queen-sized bed, spacious living room with comfortable 
sofa, bathroom including shower/bath and a kitchenette complete with a 2-burner 
cook top, mini fridge, sink, microwave, toaster, coffee maker and cooking utensils.

JB’s Marine Pub and Restaurant – Ainsworth
Call 250-353-7716 for reservations and take-out.
With a family-friendly dining area and a great little Kootenay-style pub, JB’s 
is home to our famous fish & chips, hand-cut fries, burgers, and southern 
fried chicken! Open Wed–Sun 3–8 pm. Take-out and off-sales available! 
4 km north of Ainsworth Hot Springs on Hwy 31.

Waypoint Restaurant & Bar
kaslohotel.com • reservations@kaslohotel.com
250-353-7714
Located inside the Kaslo Hotel, The Waypoint Restaurant
 & Bar pairs inspired dishes with stunning Kootenay Lake views. Our menu is crafted for every 
occasion—from a casual bite to something worth celebrating. Sip a cocktail or local beer on 
the patio and let the scenery speak for itself. Open 7 days a week with brunch on weekends!

Slocan City Hotel – Slocan
1-877-756-2262
501 Harold St, Slocan, BC 
booking@slocancityhotel.ca • www.slocancityhotel.ca 
Nestled in the heart of the Slocan Valley, near the beach, this boutique hotel is a hidden gem. 
The newly renovated space preserves the original charm of the historic building, featuring five 
unique rooms, including one wheelchair-accessible room. The hotel also hosts The Lobby Grill 
restaurant and music venue.

Woodbury Resort and Marina – Ainsworth
250-353-7717 • 1-877-353-7717
woodburyresort.com • woodburyresort@netidea.com
On the shores of Kootenay Lake with beautiful lake 
and mountain views! Motel, chalets, cabins, RV, tenting. Country store and laundromat. Great 
food at JB’s Pub & Restaurant. Full-service marina, with family-friendly fishing and pontoon 
boat rentals, tackle shop and gas dock. Heated pool. Free Wi-Fi. Hiking, biking, swimming, 
fishing, quading just outside your door. Great food at JB’s Pub and family Restaurant. 4 km 
north of Ainsworth Hot Springs on Hwy 31.

Valhalla Inn – New Denver 
www.valhallainn.biz •info@valhallainn.biz
250-358-2228
Valhalla Inn is a nostalgic character inn with a variety of rooms, family restaurant & licensed 
outdoor patio, and Odin’s Pub & Off Sales. Open 7 days a week. Breakfast, lunch, entree 
specials and our in-house Chinese food! Located on Hwy 6 @ Slocan Avenue. Free Wi-Fi.

Springer Creek RV Park & Campground – Slocan
250-355-2266 • campground@villageofslocan.ca
Open May 1 – Oct 15. Located at 1020 Giffin Rd., Slocan. Turn right 
immediately off of Hwy 6 entrance to Village of Slocan. Full & partial 
hook-ups, tenting sites, sani-dump, wheelchair-accessible washroom 
and showers, Wi-Fi, cell service, pets on leash and seasonal Tourist/
Information booth. For reservations, please visit www.slocancity.com/campground.

Karibu Park Cottages & Campground – Winlaw
1-888-452-7428 • karibupark.com
Our picturesque property is located just off Hwy 6 in Winlaw, next to 
the Rail Trail and Slocan River. Eight fully equipped cottages and 36 
campsites in a forest setting, 10 of which have power and water hook-ups. Hot showers, 
recreation area, small beach, gardens, gazebo, spa, and Wi-Fi. Short walk to Winlaw.

Lemon Creek Pioneer Campground – Lemon Creek
250-355-2547 • info@lemoncreekcampground.ca • lemoncreekcampground.ca
7680 Kennedy Rd., 9 km south of Slocan off Hwy 6. A 26-site campground with 15- & 30-amp 
services. Grass and tree large tent sites. Next to the Rails to Trails line and just a 10 min. 
drive to Slocan Lake Beach. Hot showers and Wi-Fi included in rates. 

Woodbury Resort and Marina – Ainsworth
250-353-7717 • 1-877-353-7717
woodburyresort.com • woodburyresort@netidea.com
On the shores of Kootenay Lake with beautiful lake and 
mountain views! Motel, chalets, cabins, RV, tenting. Country store and laundromat. Great 
food at JB’s Pub & Restaurant. Full-service marina, with family-friendly fishing and pontoon 
boat rentals, tackle shop and gas dock. Heated pool. Free Wi-Fi. Hiking, biking, swimming, 
fishing, quading just outside your door. Great food at JB’s Pub and family Restaurant. 4 km 
north of Ainsworth Hot Springs on Hwy 31.

RESTAURANTS & ACCOMMODATIONS

The Paddy Shack – Nakusp
250-265-3255 
The Paddy Shack, located on Hwy 6, Nakusp, is open 6 days a week 
11 am-7 pm. Closed Mondays in summer (spring and fall hours vary). 
Choose a homemade burger, hotdog, wrap, donair, or something equally
delicious from our varied menu! Top off the meal with a fresh fruit milkshake or a scrumptious 
sundae. Come enjoy great food in the great outdoors!

KASLO

VISITOR INFO

Kaslo council, August 11
per hour (100% cost recovery), while 
one-off group and individual user rates 
are $27.75 (15% cost recovery).

Kaslo Baseball and Softball 
Association (KBSA) rates are $5.55 
per hour for youth users (3% cost 
recovery), and $9.25 per hour for adult 
users (5% cost recovery). KBSA’s 
rates will be implemented in a phased 
approach, rising by no more than 15% 
each year. Currently, KBSA’s rates 
are 2.4% cost recovery for both youth 
and adults.

All rental rates will increase by 3% 
each year for inflation.

Councillor Matthew Brown was 
recused, as he is president of KBSA.

OCP amendments, 
Zoning Bylaw

Amendments to the Official 
Community Plan (OCP), and the 
new Zoning Bylaw, received first and 
second readings.

The proposed OCP amendments 
bring it into compliance with the 

requirements of provincial Bill 44, 
which pertains to housing. The 
proposed Zoning Bylaw will repeal 
and replace the current bylaw that was 
adopted in 2014. The updates also 
ensure the two bylaws are in line with 
the other.

A public hearing was scheduled 
for August 25.

Public Hearing Policy
A new Public Hearing Policy is 

now in place to provide clear direction 
to council, Village staff, applicants, 
and the public regarding the conduct 
of public hearings.

Public hearings are statutory 
processes. They require procedural 
fairness and careful management 
of written and verbal submissions. 
A dedicated policy will support 
transparent, clear, and consistent 
process.

The last public hearing the 
Village hosted was in 2022 for the 
comprehensive update of the Official 
Community Plan.

Public input at meetings
Up for discussion was the Council 

Procedures Bylaw and the policy 
governing public input at regular 
council meetings.

The bylaw and policy, along with a 
Council Correspondence Policy, were 
adopted in February and brought with 
them some changes to how meetings 
are run.

Based on feedback from council 
and the public, staff proposed 
amendments to remove the restrictions 
that limit public input to agenda items 
only.

As council discussed, it became 
clear that other changes were also in 
order. Staff will prepare a draft that 
also includes the changes brought up 
during the meeting.

Parks Regulation Bylaw
Council gave a proposed Parks 

Regulation Bylaw two readings, leaving 
it for the next council to consider.

Staff first brought the bylaw to 
council in July. It aims to alleviate some 

administrative headaches associated 
with the current Kaslo Municipal 
Parks Bylaw, mostly pertaining to 
special events. The bylaw would also 
modernize how parks, beaches, trails, 
and other greenspaces are regulated.

Council didn’t give the proposed 
bylaw any readings during its July 14 
meeting, taking issue with provisions 
that appeared too prescriptive and 
restrictive.

It came to a Committee of the 
Whole meeting on July 29, where 
council discussed how to proceed. 
Option one would see three readings on 
August 11 and adoption on September 
8. Option two would see first reading on 
August 11 and a public notice issued to 
seek input from the community. Option 
three would see first reading and public 
notice, along with an online survey and 
information session.

Option one was the only path 
to complete the adoption process 
before a new council begins its term 
in November. 

Councillor Matthew Brown was in 

favour of option three. It’s a big topic, 
he said, and the community should be 
involved.

Ultimately, council chose option 
one. Councillor Erika Bird was absent 
from the July 29 meeting.

During this August 11 meeting, 
Councillor Brown shared a letter from 
a resident who wrote that the proposed 
bylaw imposes unjustified waterfront 
curfews and gives the CAO excessive 
centralized powers. They also called 
into question how the Village would 
enforce any of the provisions without 
a dedicated bylaw officer.

Councillor Brown saw these as 
large concerns and said he couldn’t vote 
to move the bylaw forward.

“It doesn’t feel in line with the 
community,” he said.

After more discussion, council 
settled on two readings of the bylaw. 
Councillor Molly Leathwood said there 
seems to be a lot of misunderstanding, 
and more clarification is needed.

The incoming council can consider 
the bylaw if it deems it a priority.

continued from page 12
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S.S. Moyie National Historic Site – Kaslo
324 Front St., Kaslo
250-353-2525 • klhs.bc.ca
Visit the world’s oldest intact passenger sternwheeler, a 19th century 
steamship, beautifully restored! Open daily May through Oct 10 am-
5 pm. Guided tours available. Call 250-353-2525 for more information.

COMMUNITY

Ainsworth Hot Springs Resort – Ainsworth
1-800-668-1171 • ainsworthhotsprings.com
Immerse yourself in soothing hot spring pools, venture into the 
breathtaking cave, and treat yourself to exceptional spa services. Enjoy modern guest rooms 
while relishing the exquisite culinary creations prepared by Executive Chef Cory Chapman.

Studio Connexion Art Gallery – Fine Art – Nakusp
250-265-8888 • 203 Fifth Ave. NW, Nakusp
2026 Summer Exhibition Series from May through September with: 
Brigitte Debois (May 8-23), Francine Lanoie (May 26-June 13), 
Kentree Speirs (June 16-July 4), Maureen Howard, Diane Akey 
and Patti Smith (July 7-25), Charlene Duncan (Jul 28-Aug 15), Chantel Julien (Aug 18-Sep 
5), Sharon Bamber (Sep 8-26). Plus other fine artists represented in this quaint gallery. Open 
Tues.-Sat., 11 am-4 pm or by appointment. A Gift for Your Eyes and You…

Nikkei Internment Memorial Centre National 
Historic Site – New Denver
250-358-7288 • nikkeimemorial.ca • 306 Josephine St
A National Historic Site dedicated to the telling of the story of the 
WWII Internment of Japanese Canadians in the West Kootenays. Interpretive displays, 
original internment buildings, and period artifacts. Admission rate: $9/person, $7/student 
or senior, $20/family. Call for weekend tour time.  Open daily May 1-Sept. 30, 10 am-5 pm.

Kaslo Kayaking & Adventure Centre – Kaslo
344 Front Street, Kaslo
250-353-1925 • kasloadventurecentre.com
A four-season shop for all your hiking, camping and paddling 
adventures – clothing, gear, accessories and more. Kayak, Canoe 
& Paddleboard – tours, rentals and lessons. Think outside…
no box required.

The Langham Arts Centre – Kaslo
thelangham.ca • info@thelangham.ca
250-353-2661
Located in the heart of Kaslo, The Langham is a 
vibrant arts and culture centre with 2 public art galleries, a theatre and museum. Open year-
round, gallery hours are Fridays – Mondays 1 pm – 4 pm, Museum is open 7 days a week 
from 9 am – 6 pm. Admission by donation.

Nakusp & District Museum – Nakusp
250 265 0015 • nakuspmuseum@gmail.com
92B – 6th Ave, NW, Nakusp
The Nakusp and District Museum is located in the 
Centennial Building, below the Library. With over 5000 artifacts and new displays, the Museum 
is an interesting way to spend some time learning the history of the area on your visit to our 
beautiful Village. Open Thursday to Saturday 10 am to 2 pm. Admission $7.00, children 10 
and under FREE. Yearly membership single $20.00 and family $35.00.

Hidden Garden Gallery – New Denver
hiddengardengallery.ca
Located at 112 Slocan Avenue, across from the Village offices. 
Our community gallery showcases a different regional artist every 
week, from June 1 - September 30, 2026. The gallery is open Tuesdays through Sundays, from 
10 am to 3 pm. For a complete list of upcoming shows, visit our website at hiddengardengallery.
ca or check the Valley Voice for weekly artist’s receptions.

Nakusp Hot Springs, Chalets & Campground – Nakusp
www.nakusphotsprings.com • info@nakusphotsprings.com
250-265-4528 • 1-866-999-4528
A great way to unwind after a day of Kootenay adventures, our 
naturally sourced hot spring pools are open year-round. Drop in 
or stay with us; we have cedar chalets and a campground, 
nestled in a beautiful mountain setting. Take a scenic drive up the paved Hot Springs Road 
alongside the Kuskanax Creek and watch for wildlife along the way. relax ~ refresh ~ return

Slocan Lake Golf Course – New Denver
250-358-2408 • info@slocanlakegolfclub.ca • slocanlakegolfclub.ca
Enjoy a round of golf at the Slocan Lake Golf Club, 2 km north of New 
Denver. Open 7 days a week, no tee times required. Green fees (tax 
included): 9 holes – $30, 18 holes – $45. Restaurant open Wed–Fri 4–8 pm. Mon morning – Sr 
Men’s Golf; Wed – Men’s Night; Thurs – Ladies’ Night. For further information, call our Pro 
Shop at 250-358-2408.

included): 9 holes – $30, 18 holes – $45. Restaurant open Wed–Fri 4–8 pm. Mon morning – Sr 

HOT SPRINGS

GOLF COURSES

Valley View Golf Course – Winlaw
golfvalleyview.ca • 250-226-7421 • info@golfvalleyview.ca
6937 Hwy 6, Winlaw. Enjoy our scenic family-friendly 9-hole, 
par 35 course with separate tees for the back nine, plus a 
9-hole disc golf course. Relax at our licensed patio restaurant with stunning Slocan 
Valley views. No tee times required. Rentals available for power and hand carts, golf 
clubs, and disc golf discs.

Kaslo Golf Club & Clubhouse Restaurant – Kaslo
418 Pine Ave, Kaslo
Visit us at kaslogolf.org for tournament updates. 
Follow us on Facebook
Clubhouse Restaurant: 250-353-3339  Dine in or take-out. Closed 
Mondays, Open Tues-Thurs 11am - 2:30, Fri-Sun 11- 6:30. 
Spectacular 9-hole course. Everyone welcome. Cart and club rentals available. Open daily 
until end of September weather permitting. Pro Shop 250-353-2262. May–Sept: Ladies Night 
– Tues 3:30 play starts at 4pm; Seniors Day – Wed (Men & Women) play start time 10 am; 
Mens Night – Thursdays, play start time 4:30 pm

GALLERIES & MUSEUMS

Sandon Museum & Visitors’ Centre – Sandon
250-916-9034 • sandonmuseum.com
sandonmuseum@netidea.com
Open 10 am - 5 pm; 7 days a week until Thanksgiving. Located 
13 km east of New Denver in historic silver mining ghost town. Collections of stunning 
photographs and fascinating artifacts. Admission: $5.00; 12 & under and members FREE. 
In the brick building.

THINGS TO DO
Valhalla Pure Outfitters – New Denver
250-358-7755 • vpo.ca
Visit The Original VPO Store. 
Outdoor Clothing and Gear. Hiking, Camping, Paddling (Boats & Boards). Open May-Oct 7 
days a week. Located on the corner of Hwy 6 and New Denver Main Street.

Fauquier & District Golf Club – Fauquier
Hwy 6, Fauquier • fauquiergolf.ca • 250-269-7414
Check us out on Facebook!
Beautiful 9-hole, par 33 golf course on the shores of Arrow Lakes, 
1 minute from Needles ferry. Camping available, no tee times or reservations required. 9 
holes – $33 Mon-Thurs, $35 Fri–Sun. 18 holes – $50. Power/hand carts and clubs available 
for rent (kids rentals no charge).

Smiling Otter – Slocan
Canoe, Kayak & SUP Rentals
250-505-8020 • info@nwmexperience.com
smilingotter.com
Enjoy exploring the West Kootenay Region by canoe, kayak or stand-up paddleboard. 
All safety equipment provided. Single & multi-day rentals. Shuttle service & trip support. We 
also offer delivery & pick-up to local summer vacation rentals. Locally made quality boats 
from Hellman Canoes. Over 25 years serving Slocan, Arrow & Kootenay Lakes.

Jones Boys Boats
Ainsworth Hot Springs (south of Kaslo)
jonesboysboats.com • rentals@jonesboysboats.com
1-877-552-6287
We have what you need for your ultimate boat rental experience 
on beautiful Kootenay Lake! Our modern fleet includes bow riders, 
pontoon boats, deck boats, waverunners, and even towable water 
toys. Full, half or multiple days. Flexible rental times, competitive 
rates, and quality boats. Discover the Jones Boys Boats difference!

VISITOR INFO
Lardeau Valley Historical Society Museum – Meadow Creek
museum.lvhs@gmail.com or Facebook Lardeau Valley Historical Society
13435 Hwy 31 (SE corner of Lardeau Valley Hall property), Meadow Creek.
Visit the LVHS Museum in scenic Meadow Creek and experience the history of ‘the Lardeau.’ 
Housed in the historic Gerrard Trout Hatchery residence, the museum collection immerses 
you in the rich and colourful past of people places of North Kootenay Lake and the Lardeau 
and Duncan River Valleys.

Woodbury Marina – Ainsworth
250-353-7717 • 1-877-353-7717
woodburyresort.com • woodburyresort@netidea.com
Family friendly fishing and pontoon boat rentals. Largest fleet of rental 
boats on Kootenay Lake. 4 km north of Ainsworth Hot Springs on Hwy 31.

Slocan council, August 8
RDCK launched the Rural 

Organic Waste Diversion and Climate 
Resilient Communities project, 
funded by Columbia Basin Trust. 
Eligible households can receive 
a rebate of up to $175 toward the 
purchase of backyard composters, 
food waste digesters, tumbler 
composters, vermicomposting 
systems, Bokashi kits, and electric 
food recyclers.

Rebates will be available from 
program launch through August 
2027, with funding and resources 
distributed on a first-come, first-
served basis.

Projects, Planning 
& Development 
Services Coordinator 
job posted

The municipality is seeking a 
person to work 12 hours a week to 
support the Chief Administrative 
Officer with the delivery of capital 
planning projects and strategic 
planning initiatives. The person will 
assist with planning and development 
services such as responding to 
land use inquiries, preparation of 
development application packages, 
and other various planning duties as 
required.

Administration and 
Public Works

Councillor Buller stated, “What is 
up with the fence in the campground? 
It’s a low-hanging fruit that people 
notice. The season is almost over.” 
Chief Administrative Officer (CAO) 
Michelle Gordon said she would 
make a note for Public Works. 

Councillor Perriere asked about 

the watermain leak on Hume Street. 
CAO Gordon said that she assumed it 
had been fixed but would let Perriere 
know as soon as possible. 

Councillor Van Bynen said, 
“The grass on the beach is totally 
dead. Is this the same problem as 
last year?” CAO Gordon replied 
that the irrigation has been working. 
The dead grass is the result of 
high usage. The beach irrigation 
system malfunctioned during the first 
week of August, and the sprinkler 
system was noted to come on during 
the daytime. Public Works have 
confirmed that the timers are now 
functioning as they should. It is 
suspected that there is an issue with 
one or more of the valve control 
solenoids. Parts will be ordered and 
replaced as required. The sprinkler 
system comes on at 6 pm. 

On July 12, vandalism at the 

Kiddie Park washroom was noted. 
The vandalism consisted of condoms, 
ketchup and graffiti. The toilets were 
heavily clogged. The septic line 
required snaking, overflow sewage 
mopping, resealing of the toilet, and 
building disinfection.

Springer Creek walking bridge 
repair is underway and currently 
ahead of schedule. The east side 
of the creek has been repaired and 
work on the west side will begin 
immediately. The walking bridge 
itself has been brought into the 
Public Works yard, and Public Works 
staff will be refurbishing the bridge 
while creek work is being conducted. 
This includes grinding and pressure 
washing the old paint off the steel 
and giving the structure a fresh coat 
of paint. 

Public Works is also removing 
and replacing the wooden bridge 

slats. A biologist and engineer are 
on site because of environmental 
concerns with the creek. Councillor 
Buller noted that the biologist had 
found approximately 16 trout fry in 
the water. Next update is scheduled 
for September, post-project, to assist 
with the funding claim paperwork 
and final reporting.

Councillor Perriere stated that a 
year ago, council decided to dedicate 
the skating rink to former mayor and 
councillor Burly Van Bynen. Council 
agreed to have a design for a plaque, 
and have a dedication in early winter.

Councillor Perriere stated that 
the k̓m̓qin̓ Headwaters affordable 
housing project is 50% complete. 
The Slocan Valley Housing Society 
anticipates that the tenant applications 
will open March 2027. The municipal 
shed on the property will be sided in 
the same materials as the building. 

continued from page 11
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BUSINESS DIRECTORY

MADDEN TIMBER CONSTRUCTION, INC.
HPO Licenced Builder & Red Seal Carpenter 

TimberFrame Homes
 Stairs, Interior Finishing, Drywall

Concrete and Excavation
Roofing and Siding

Custom Design
Wood and Timber Sales

               dave@maddentimber.com
                       250 265 1807

SOLID 
PLAN

DRAFTING AND DESIGN
S. KING, CET

(250) 358-7922
s.king@solid-plan.ca

4619 Hwy 6, New Denver, BC V0G 1S1

TSBC LEL0213780

• CONSTRUCTION
• RENOVATIONS

• LIGHTING UPGRADES
• SERVICE UPGRADES

• SOLAR INSTALLATION
• OFF GRID SYSTEMS

DENNIS LYNCH
250-687-0300

RUBYRANGEELECTRIC 
@GMAIL.COM

Delivery available in the New Denver Silverton area. 
For same day delivery call, email or fax by 2:00 pm.

NEW MARKET FOODS
518 6th Ave • New Denver
250-358-2270 Fax: 250-358-2290

email: shopnewmarket@gmail.com
www.newmarketfoods.ca

Our hours are 7 days a week from 8:00 am to 7:00 pm

• All Organic Produce
• All Organic Grains

– Bulk Ordering –
Community Discount Day:

Last Friday of the month

Mon-Sat 9-6
Sundays & Holidays 10-4

Downtown Winlaw • 250-226-7255

Gaia Tree Whole Foods
Community Market

FOOD TRUCK IN KASLO!
OPEN    12 - 4 pm

MONDAY - FRIDAY
Tacos - Burritos - Rice Bowls

420 Front St. Kaslo
downtown/ behind laundromat

www.COSMICTACOBC.com

PENNYDALE JUNCTION BC
at Valley View Golf Course

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK!
11:00 AM – 9:00 PM

Join us for great food, scenic views, 
and warm hospitality.

Come experience a delightful 
culinary experience at 
Pennydale Junction!

www.pennydalejunction-bc.ca
(250) 226-7241

PENNYDALE JUNCTION BC HEALTH & WELLNESS

GARDENING

CONSTRUCTION

DRAFTING

GROCERIES

EATING OUT

DETAILING

STEEL TOE JOE’S
A utomotive R epair

J oe Shaw
Owner &  J ourneyman Technician

3804 Pine R d. Krestova, BC

7 7 8 . 4 5 4 . 0 1 8 0
stj automotive@ gmail.com

AUTOMOTIVE

BOATING

ACCOMODATIONS ELECTRICAL

Wired by Alex
Electrical Contracting Ltd

Alex Joseph

250-358-7721

GLASS

Tuesdays • Thursdays •Saturdays
10 am -– 3 pm

BOTTLE DEPOT

EQUIPMENT RENTALS / 
REPAIR

H. A. Benson Inc.
Chartered Professional Accountant
119 Broadway Street
Box 780
Nakusp, BC V0G 1R0

Phone: 250-265-3370 • Fax: 250-265-3375
Email: dalyce@habenson.ca

ACCOUNTANT

AUTOMOTIVE

Advertise in our Business Directory 
for as little as $12 per issue!
valleyvoice@valleyvoice.ca

Advertise in our Business Directory 
for as little as $12 per issue!
valleyvoice@valleyvoice.ca

Advertise in our Business Directory 
for as little as $12 per issue!
valleyvoice@valleyvoice.ca

Advertise in our Business Directory 
for as little as $12 per issue!
valleyvoice@valleyvoice.ca
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JUSTHINK PAINTING 
SERVICES
Serving Kaslo and 
area since 1990
Commercial • Residential 
• Interior • Exterior
Free estimates. 
Seniors’ discount.
250-353-3415 or 250-353-7128

• Tractors / agriculture 
equipment
• Construction 
equipment and trailers
• Welding and minor 
fabrication work
• Services and 
preventative maintenance

For rates and availability contact:
James Schmidt or Chad Parfitt

Phone: (250) 226 6774
Email: ponderosarepair@gmail.com

Niko Bekker
(250) 353-1091

bekkertruckworx@gmail.com

Towing & Hauling
• Vehicles

• Sea Containers
• Light Equipment

• Building Supplies

Playmor Junction Hwy 6 & 3A

Ski Doo, Sea Doo, 
Can Am, Ariens & Echo

1045 Playmor

Certified by the Province of BC 

Bill Lander 
REALTOR®
250-551-5652

bill@billlander.ca

I show all my listings!
 Serving the Slocan V alley f or the 

17 th year.
Offices in Nakusp, Nelson & Kaslo 

For 80 years, Tupperware has 
been creating innovative 

home and kitchen solutions 
that help families save time, 

money, space, food, and 
energy, while remaining 
practical, durable, and 

environmentally responsible. 
Contact Susan Wilson

Independent Tupperware Representative
swilson@direct.ca - 250.226.7751

805 Kildare St, New Denver

250-358-7199

COMMUNITY

BUSINESS DIRECTORY

Advertise in our Business Directory 
for as little as $12 per issue!
valleyvoice@valleyvoice.ca

Raven’s Nest
Open Every Day!

Mon – Sat, 10 am – 4:30 pm
Sun, 11 am – 3 pm

Main Street, New Denver

PRECIOUS METALS

RETAIL

REALT0RPETS

MECHANIC

MACHINING

TOWING / HAULING

SPORTS VEHICLES

LANDSCAPING

PAINTING

Simon Kelly
250-551-0295

valhalla heating solutions
valhallaheatingsolutions@gmail.com

PLUMBING 
& HEATING

PLUMBING

HEALTH & WELLNESS

Hand & Soul 
Wellness Centre

202 Lake Avenue, Silverton
CHIROPRACTOR: Dr. Larry Zaleski

Over 30 years experience of Spinal Health Care
Offices in Silverton, Winlaw & Nakusp 250-358-2177

COUNSELLOR: Sue Mistretta, M.A. 
Over 20 years counselling experience supporting 

clients experiencing stress, anxiety, grief and other  
life changes. In person and Secure Video sessions. 

Now offering somatic therapy. 
Offices in Silverton and Nelson.  250-777-1704

JUNK REMOVAL

LANDSCAPING RETAIL

Advertise in our Business Directory 
for as little as $12 per issue!
valleyvoice@valleyvoice.ca

Advertise in our Business Directory 
for as little as $12 per issue!
valleyvoice@valleyvoice.ca

granted a Development Variance 
Permit and a Development Permit to 
replace an old lumber storage rack.

The new system is all metal, pre-
engineered, and open-sided. It will have 
the same footprint as the old system 
but will use the space more safely and 
efficiently.

Fire investigator and 
fire inspector

Derek Hicks, Fire Chief of the 
Silverton Fire Department, and Steve 
Fischer, Deputy Fire Chief, were 
appointed as fire investigators for the 
Village of Silverton.

Tim Eden, Public Works Assistant 
and member of the fire department, was 
appointed as fire inspector.

Fire  invest igators  conduct 
investigations into the origin, cause, 
and circumstances of fires, and report 
findings as required by provincial law.

Fire inspectors evaluate fire risk and 
conduct fire safety inspections of public 
buildings, to promote compliance with 
fire safety requirements.

Under the Fire Safety Act , 
municipalities and local authorities 
must designate qualified persons to 
carry out these duties.

Permissive tax 
exemptions

Council adopted the Permissive 

Tax Exemption Bylaw.
Three  munic ipa l ly  owned 

properties will receive exemptions 
for 2027-2036: the Silverton Gallery 
(estimated exemption value of $1,820), 
the Arena & Curling Club ($60), and 
the campground ($4,631).

Though municipally-owned 
properties are statutorily exempted 
from taxation, the Village is including 
the gallery, arena, and campground in 
the bylaw in case the facilities become 

ineligible for exemptions due to third-
party leases or occupation.

Civic addressing
Council  adopted the Civic 

Addressing Bylaw, which sets street 
names, assigns civic addresses, 
and outlines signage and display 
requirements.

Updates to the bylaw were 
prompted by the Next Generation 911 
(NG911) project.

Silverton council, August 12
continued from page 15
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you can’t get through, try another number.
PETS
TURN YOUR DOG TRAINING struggles 
into strengths. Get real-life results with 
games-based training. Have fun, learn lots. 
www.proudofmydog.ca
SERVICES
WELLSPRING GROUNDWATER 
SURVEYS: Planning a well? Investigate 
before you invest. Evidence-based 
groundwater surveys help identify the 
best-supported drilling location and depth 
range. wellspringsurveys.ca
TL HANDYMAN SERVICES: 
Renovations, builds, flooring, roofing, 
siding, repairs, fencing, odd jobs small 
and large. Call Rob: 250-920-9279 or 
email: fantastichome@gmail.com.
KERRY’S STITCHERY: Custom 
sewing, alterations, repairs. Including: 
denim, leather, canvas and draperies. 
Balfour. Call: 250-229-4913.
JUSTHINK PAINTING SERVICES: 
Serving Kaslo and area since 1990. 
Commercial, residential. Interior, exterior. 
Free estimates. Seniors’ discount. 250-
353-3415 or 250-353-7128.

Thank you for supporting your local businesses! 
Key to a thriving local economy

HELP WANTED
DRIVER WANTED to drive older 
adult to Nakusp and back, and provide 
assistance with grocery shopping and 
other errands. Estimated three hours total. 
$25/hour. Call 250-358-7719. 
CAREGIVER NEEDED IMMEDIATELY
for 72-year-old man – expect five days a 
week. Tiny house available for nominal rent. 
250-358-2756.
HOSPICE
NEW DENVER HOSPICE – Providing 
support at end of life. Office is open every 
Wednesday 1-3 pm, 401 Galena Ave. 
Contact admin@newdenverhospice.ca or 
250-358-7828.
NOTICES
ARE ALCOHOL OR OTHER DRUGS 
a problem in your life? AA, NA and 
ACA (Adult Children of Alcoholics/
Dysfunctional Families), AL-ANON 
(family) meetings can help. For 
information on AA: in New Denver, 250-
358-7158; Nakusp, 250-265-8894; Kaslo, 
250-353-9617. For NA: Nakusp, 778-
549-3110; New Denver, 250-551-4043; 
778-549-3110. For AL-ANON (family): 
New Denver, 250-551-6540. Please, if 

under the shade of beautiful maple trees. 
We offer a bounty of local produce, food 
products, flowers, herbs and artisan 
wares. Find us on Facebook for weekly 
vendor updates. Email: ndfridaymarket@
gmail.com
SLOCAN SATURDAY MARKET 
CELEBRATES 10 YEARS! Join the 
celebration on Saturday August 29th, 10 
am-3 pm at Expo Park. Free cake, lots 
of vendors, full band. Plus local artisans, 
farmers, live music, great food, and kids 
zone. See you there!
FOR RENT
RESPONSIBLE,  RELIABLE, 
TRUSTWORTHY, AND QUIET 
RENTER/S WANTED for beautiful 
country home in Slocan Valley`s Lemon 
Creek area. Fully furnished. We are 
looking for a middle-aged single person/
couple. No pets. $1,500 + utilities. 
Elisabeth 250-355-2536, elisabeth@
hauslemon.com.
PRIME RETAIL/COMMERCIAL 
SPACE available for lease on Broadway 
in Nakusp. 500 to 2000 sq/ft. C-1, core 
commercial. 92 W Broadway St. 250-265-
1568.

music, meals, treats, raffles, kid activities. 
FREE – THE ONLY THING MISSING 
IS YOU! Vendors contact hdcc.harrop@
gmail.com.
AGM OF THE ARROWTARIAN 
SENIOR CITIZENS SOCIETY is 
on August 28, 2026 at 10 am. Phase 
4 Lounge, 2nd Floor - 206 - 7th Ave. 
Nakusp, BC. Non-profit senior housing 
55+. (250) 265-2020 or (250) 265-8983 
(cell).
JOIN US at New Denver’s Hidden 
Garden Gallery, supporting emerging 
and established local artists. Nature and 
spirit-inspired paintings by Melanie 
Dawn are on display until August 30. 
Val Kropinsky shows paintings inspired 
by the Slocan Valley Sept 1-6, with an 
opening reception Friday, Sept 4, from 
7-9 pm featuring music by TruckVanCar. 
The Hidden Garden Gallery is located at 
112 Slocan Avenue, open 10 am-3pm, 
Tuesday to Sunday. For more information, 
please visit hiddengardengallery.ca.
THE FRIDAY MARKET happens in 
New Denver every Friday from 9:30 am 
to 1:30 pm. Our well-established gem 
of a market is in the heart of the village 

ANNOUNCEMENTS
BUDDY’S PIZZA, KASLO: Award-
winning, hand-stretched artisan pizza. 
250-353-2282.
FOREVER GREEN.  F ind  ou t 
all about the Slocan Lake GREEN 
BURIAL SOCIETY online: http://
greenburialnewdenver.ca/. Also on 
FB. Lifetime memberships only $20. 
e-transfer to slgreenburialsociety@
gmail.com with contact info, or mail $20 
cheque to SLGBS, Box 69, New Denver, 
V0G 1S0.
CALL FOR VENDORS
CALL FOR VENDORS - for Fall Harvest 
event at Slocan Park Community Hall on 
Sunday, October 18, 11 am - 3 pm. Looking 
for local vendors with fruits, veggies, meat, 
honey, preserves, & baking.  For information 
and vendor applications: slocanparkhall@
gmail.com.
COMING EVENTS
SQUARE DANCING – September 19 
at the Bosun Hall, 7-9 pm. Ages 13+ and 
singles welcome. Live music by Eldorado 
Hoedown. Admission by donation.  
HARROP HARVEST FEST: Sep 20, 
10 am-3 pm. Local produce, crafts, live 

CLASSIFIED ADS

HOSPICE

ANNOUNCEMENTS
PETS

FOR RENTCALL FOR VENDORS

NOTICES

SERVICES

NAKUSP & AREA
Bon Marche Dollar Dollar
Open 9 am - 5 pm Monday to Saturday. 
Facebook: Bon Marche Dollar Dollar Nakusp • bonmarchedollar@telus.net 250-265-3644 

Kim’s Kustoms
Open regular hours, 8:30 am-5:30 pm
250-265-4012 

Nakusp Glass
Open Monday - Friday 9-5
Drop in, call or email to make an appointment. 250-265-3252, nakuspglass@gmail.com

Royal LePage Selkirk Realty
Open Mon-Fri 9:30 am - 12 noon, 1 pm - 4:30 pm.
Our agents are more than happy to help!
250-265-3635; Nakusp@royallepage.ca

Shon’s Bike - Ski - Stay
Open Tuesday - Saturday
Sales and service for both bikes and skis
No appointments needed. For all inquiries contact Shon @ 250-265-3332 or 
shonsbs@gmail.com. Website: www.shons.ca, Facebook: Shon’s Bike-Ski-Stay.

Save-On-Foods
Open 8 am-7 pm. Bottle returns - up to 2 dozen max. 250-265-3662.

KASLO & AREA
Kaslo Building Supplies-Kaslo
Open 7:30-5 Mon-Sat, Open Sundays and most stat holidays 10-2

250-353-7628, kaslo.building@telus.net, www.kaslobuilding.com 

Angry Hen Brewing Company
Open for patio and inside seating with off-sales for beer to go, 7 days a week! Phone to 
pre-order or to arrange a ‘beer-it-forward’ delivery for a friend. 250-353-7446, lounge@
angryhenbrewing.com, Facebook, Instagram.

Cornucopia
Now open Mon-Sat, 9:00 - 5:30, closed Sunday
250-353-2594; cornkaslo@gmail.com; Facebook Cornucopiakaslo

JB’s Pub & Restaurant
Wednesday to Sunday, 3-8 pm, Happy Hour 3-5 pm. Family-friendly dining and casual 
pub atmosphere! Take out, off-sales available, call 250-353-7716.

Jones Boys Boats
We are open for business! www.jonesboysboats.com
250.353.2550 info@jonesboysboats.com 
https://www.facebook.com/Jonesboysboats

Kaslo Hotel
Restaurant & Pub open 11:30 am-9 pm. Front desk open 8 am-9 pm. Call or check our website 
for reservations. Check our Facebook page for upcoming events. Strict sanitizing protocols in 
place. 250-353-7714, www.kaslohotel.com.

Kaslo Mechanical
Open! Tuesday - Friday 9 am - 5 pm, Saturday 9 am - 1 pm
Closed long weekends. 6336 Hwy 31, Kaslo • 250-353-7409

Kul Nijjar, REALTOR(R) Fair Realty Ltd.
Open! kul@kulnijjar.ca, 250-505-4722

Sunnyside Naturals
Open Mon-Sat, 9 am-6 pm
Food takeout
Phone orders and delivery available. 250-353-9667

Woodbury Resort
Motels, Cabins, serviced RV sites, tenting. Full-service Marina including fuel, tackle, 
fishing licenses and boat rentals! Contact for reservations or inquiries. Ph: 250-353-7717.
woodburyresort@netidea.com

SLOCAN VALLEY
NEW DENVER
Glacier View Service
Open 7 days, 8 am - 5:30 pm
250-358-2445

New Market Foods
Open every day, 8 am-7 pm
You can call the store at 250-358-2270 or email shop@newmarketfoods.com
https://www.newmarketfoods.com/

Raven’s Nest
Open Every Day for your shopping pleasure! • In anticipation of summer, we have 
brought in some cool clothing from River Goddess, Leka Design, Abaka, and Brok 
Boys. The new River Goddess sundresses are truly gorgeous, and made of soft, 
comfortable cotton, yet it’s hard to top Leka’s classic linen garments for beating the 
heat • Mystery lovers are in luck – you can pick up the latest from Canadian writers 
Iona Whishaw, Louise Penny, and Ron Base on your way to chill at the beach • 
Hours: Monday to Saturday, 10 am – 4:30 pm, Sunday 11 am – 3 pm • 250-358-
2178 • Facebook & Instagram •

Valley Voice
1-833-501-1700; valleyvoice@valleyvoice.ca, www.valleyvoice.ca

SILVERTON
Silverton Building Supplies
Open Monday - Saturday 8 am - 5 pm. Your Slocan Valley Timber Mart BUILDING CENTRE. 
Fully stocked lumber yard for all your building and renovation needs, plus tools, hardware, 
housewares, camping supplies, propane, ice, farm and pet supplies, and much more. 100% 
locally owned and operated.  Quality products, competitive prices, weekly ordering, affordable 
deliveries,  friendly and knowledgeable staff.  250-358-2293.  
Silverton Camp Café
Open year-round, 7 days a week including holidays! Everything fresh baked daily. Open 
every day, 9 am – 2 pm. 780-660-3784
Silverton General Store 
A little bit of everything. Providing organic, local, natural foods, café with dine-in and takeout 
options, artisan wares and gifts, antiques, koots kids clothing by donation and coin-operated 
laundromat. 250-358-2284 www.silvertongeneralstore.ca 
Caravan Company Goods
Ph:250-505-9609 or 250-505-6536 Mosshilldesign@gmail.com
Located at #202 Lake Avenue Silverton, BC
A little store with a big heart! New women’s seasonal fashions, curated second-hand 
clothing, gifts, home goods, rugs, bath products and so much more. We have some-
thing for everyone!

SLOCAN
Slocan Village Market
Open every day 9 am - 8 pm
Slocan Village Market is your local, affordable market. We are proud to offer a wide range of 
products including: Full grocery selection - Organic, Locally produced and Natural products - 
Fresh Produce - Beer, Wine and Liquor - Meat Department - In-store Deli & Bakery - Health 
& Beauty - Lotto - Hunting & Fishing  & Much More!! 250-355-2211, svmkt@telus.net

WINLAW
Emery Herbals Botanical Dispensary, Healing Suites and 
Teaching Centre
Colleen Emery, Cl.H, RHT (BCHA) is seeing clients online, onsite or via phone. New clients 
welcome. Email colleen@emeryherbals.com to book an appointment. The Botanical Dis-
pensary is open to the public Wednesday, Thursday and Friday 12 - 4. Order requests can 
be sent to orders@emeryherbals.com or phone 250 226 7744 All workshops and programs 
are offered online and onsite in Winlaw at the Teaching Centre.

Gaia Tree Whole Foods Mon-Sat 9 am-6 pm; Sun and holidays 10 am-4 pm. Organic 
produce, bulk spices and dry goods. Vitamins, personal care, groceries and a whole lot more. 
Downtown Winlaw. 250-226-7255

COMING EVENTS

HELP WANTED
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Kaslo’s Moon Family Band celebrates 12 years of music making
submitted by the Moon Family Band

The Moon Family Band is a group 
of musicians based in Kaslo. For many 
years they have performed at the 
Saturday Morning Market, the Kaslo 

Library lot, the up the lake market and 
the Kaslo May Days gazebo. 

They have brought tunes to 
birthday parties, street parties and 
firefighter camps. They are a working 
band that brings music to different 
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The Moon Family Band of Kaslo has been performing in Kaslo and area for the past 12 years.

What’s on at the Hidden Garden Gallery
submitted by Hidden Garden Gallery

From August 25 to 30, the gallery 
features a posthumous show of nature 
and spirit-inspired paintings by Melanie 
Dawn.

Val Kropinski invites you to celebrate 
The Magical Slocan Valley, September 
1–6, with paintings sparked by her love 
of nature. Growing up in New Denver, 
she spent countless hours exploring trails 
and backwoods with her dog and horse, 
and summers on the beaches of Slocan 
Lake. Though she moved away in 1990, 
she’s always returned home for lake and 
mountain therapy.

Val’s passion for art led her to 
pursue it professionally. In 2018, she 
started Rockhounds Art Studio, hiking 
throughout southern BC with her 
rockhound in tow, finding inspiration 
in the landscapes and collecting unique 
rocks along the way. Today she lives in 
the Kettle Valley, but the Slocan Valley 
still inspires her art.

Val’s reception will showcase the 
joyful return of TruckVanCar 7-9 pm on 
Friday September 4. All are welcome.

Later on in September, the gallery 
hosts Vocal Yoga with Katarzyna Sadej 
Tuesdays, September 8, 15, 22 & 29 
from 5:15 to 6:16 pm, and a Pine Needle 
Basketry workshop with Jacki Bruce 

Saturday September 19 from 11 am to 2 
pm. For more information and to sign up, 
go to hiddengallery.ca.

The gallery is open Tuesday to 
Sunday, 10 am-3 pm at 112 Slocan Avenue 
in New Denver. Visit hiddengardengallery.
ca or @hiddengardengallery (Instagram/
Facebook).

submitted by the Slocan Lake Arts 
Council

G a b r i e l  P a l a t c h i  i s  a n 
internationally acclaimed pianist, 
composer and producer from Buenos 
Aires, Argentina, whose powerful and 
original fusion of Latin rhythms, jazz, 
tango, funk, world music, and Middle 
Eastern influences has captivated 
audiences around the world.

He will perform at the Silverton 
Memorial Hall on September 10 at 
7 pm. 

A graduate of Berklee International 

School in Argentina, Gabriel continued 
his musical journey in Cuba, where 
he studied with legendary Latin jazz 
pianist Chucho Valdés. This experience 
deeply shaped his connection to 
Afro-Cuban music, rhythm, and 
improvisation.

Across eight albums and more than 
two decades of touring throughout 
North America, Europe, Asia, the 
Middle East, and Latin America, 
Gabriel has performed at major 
festivals, theatres, concert halls, 
universities, and cultural centres 
around the world.

Acclaimed Argentine musician plays Vallican and Silverton

Val Kropinski’s exhibit The Magical Slocan Valley shows at the Hidden Garden Gallery Sept. 1-6.
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submitted by the Vallican Whole  
The end of summertime can be a 

little bittersweet – the nights are getting 
long, the cool breeze blows in from the 
lake and chases us out of the water, 
and our adult responsibilities call us 
once again.

Before you log back in to work and 
start packing school lunches, spend a 
night at the Vallican Whole, celebrate 
the summer, and dance into September 
with Gabriel Palatchi Beats, the 
new live electronic project from 
internationally acclaimed Argentine 

Gabriel Palatchi Beats: A summer’s end dance party at the 
Vallican Whole, September 5

pianist and composer Gabriel Palatchi. 
With his new Beats project, Palatchi 

presents a fresh and electrifying 
proposal that blends Latin rhythms, 
funk, Middle Eastern influences, and 
deep electronic beats.

Through live improvisation using 
synthesizers, keytar, and computer, 
Gabriel creates a vibrant, dynamic, and 
completely unique experience in every 
show. His music combines energy, 
virtuosity, and a strong rhythmic 
connection that transforms any space 
into a dance floor.

This summer’s end party happens 

Saturday, September 5, live at the 
Vallican Whole Community Centre, 
with sound by Live Harmonics.  Doors 
are at 7 pm, with music starting at 7:30. 
The bar and concession will be open, 
and kids and families are welcome.  
Tickets available at the door, or online 
through www.vallicanwhole.com, and 
go from $10 for kids to $25 for adults.

The Whole always welcomes 
volunteers to help with the door, the 
bar and clean-up, and volunteers get 
in for free.  If you’d like to help with 
this or future events, email info@
vallicanwhole.com.

Gabriel Palatchi performs in Silverton 
September 10

seniors’ residences six times a month. 
The Eagles, the Beatles, Vivaldi and 
everything in between get play time.

The band consists of Eric Moon, 
Marilyn Roberts, Tina (Moon) 
McLaren, Linda (Moon) Mellus, 
Crystal Moon, Tom Satterly, Sheila 
Roberts and on occasion special 
guests. These days, they are delighted 
to have Terry Marshal join them.

Over these 12 years, the Moon 
Family Band has worked with 
residence directors, who are wonderful 
people who create programs to help 
seniors. Angela Adams, the Recreation 
Program Coordinator in Nelson, 
wrote to the Moon Family Band: 
“The commitment that you have is 
something I have never seen in my 25 

years of working in this field.”
“If you see us around Kaslo town 

or at a residence, stop and say hi, and 

enjoy the music,” says Eric Moon. “It’s 
good for your heart and soul. Wow! 
Twelve years of fun!”
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Final show of the summer series
submitted by Studio Connexion

Studio Connexion Art Gallery is 
wrapping up their summer series with 
a Nakusp artist who last showed in 
2016. We are delighted to bring back 
artist Sharon Bamber to show her new 
collection, << Love Remains >>, from 
September 8 to 26.The public is invited 
to meet and greet Sharon on Friday, 
September 11 from 5 to 7 pm. 

The new exhibition is very different 
from Sharon’s show in 2016, when 
her work was all about wildlife in its 
natural environment. In this exhibition, 
animals and flowers are used to explore 
complex human emotions like grief 
and love, as well as celebrate the role 
of nature in helping to bring peace, joy 
and balance in difficult times. Sharon 
says she is very passionate about this 
work; she is also very nervous about 
showing it.

People who know Sharon’s 
previous work are aware that she 
studied Zoology, but maybe do not 
know that she also did her master’s 
in Landscape Architecture. She went 
from anatomical drawings to design, 
and when she came to Canada 20 years 
ago she became a visual artist.

This new work features many 
differences in technique and medium. 
Instead of soft pastel, all of these works 
are oil paintings. The paintings are 
primarily representational, but they also 
combine some borrowed techniques 
from abstraction. Instead of focusing on 
portraying details such as the fur of an 
animal, the emotions were the primary 
reason behind the work; therefore, 
emotions drove her technical decisions 

such as colour choice, mark-making, 
and composition.

Sharon loves this new series 
because it can be interpreted in so many 
different ways by the viewer. This is 
what art is about, isn’t it? Everyone 
feeling their own connection based on 

submitted by Timeless Books
The Kootenay’s Yasodhara Ashram 

is revitalizing its publishing arm, 
Timeless Books, starting with the launch 
of a memoir about what happened when 
a young scientist met a fearless yogini 
in the form of Swami Sivananda Radha, 
founder of the Ashram. In Echoes from 
an Inner Shore, the scientist & the 
yogini, Thomas A. Weaver (Prakasha) 
reflects on the years that shaped both 
his spiritual path and his work as an 
astrophysicist.

Blending memoir, insight and lively 
storytelling, Prakasha invites the reader 
into an exploration of consciousness, 
the nature of reality and the surprising 
ways that scientific discovery and yogic 
wisdom illuminate one another.

He wri tes ,  “Swami Radha 
emphasized again and again the 
importance of integrating my heart and 
my mind. She wanted the scientist in 

me as well as the devotee. She was very 
interested in the latest developments in 
science, but not in intellectual games, 
and she stopped me quickly whenever 
I started to pontificate. Her interest was 
in building a bridge between science and 
yoga - in part by using analogies from 
science to help explain spiritual truths.” 

Book reading August 28
Prakasha will read from his book 

at the Ashram on Friday, August 28 
at 7 pm, followed by questions and 
conversation, and refreshments. The 
Ashram welcomes you to this event, 
located on the East Shore 10 minutes 
from the Kootenay Bay ferry landing.

A California resident, Prakasha 
travelled back and forth to the Ashram 
for years as he deepened his relationship 
with Swami Radha, who passed away in 
1995 and founded the Ashram in 1963. 
“Swami Radha wanted me to write a 
book on my experiences with her and I 

promised to do this. It has taken many 
years and proven especially challenging 
because it meant that my inner and 
outer worlds — which I had been very 
careful to keep as separate as possible 
— would have to collide and attempt to 
be reconciled. Above all it meant that I 
would have to admit how much I didn’t 
know and instead be willing to listen 
with my heart.”

Upcoming releases
Upcoming Timeless publications 

include: a poetry collection, and a 
cookbook that includes recipes as well 
as the story behind the Ashram’s focus 
on selfless service, mindful eating, the 
land and gratitude. A cookbook has been 
requested by guests for decades.

The Ashram
Yasodhara Ashram is a Canadian 

charity dedicated to sharing the teachings 
of Swami Radha in the tradition of 

Swami Sivananda of Rishikesh. The 
Ashram is led by women and is home of 
the Temple of Light, a centre of peace, 

hope and unity. It was the first Ashram 
established in Canada.
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Book release party! 
September 19 at 4:00

• Nelson Museum, 502 Vernon Street
• Please RSVP to shop@nelsonmuseum.ca

carolladasgaskin.com

September 19
at 4:00 pm

With a live reading & book signing by the author.

Science meets Yoga: Ashram book launch reading

their own experience and emotions.
Studio Connexion Art Gallery is at 

203 Fifth Avenue NW. in the heART of 
Nakusp. Gallery hours are 11 am to 4 
pm, Tuesday to Saturday. Other times 
may be arranged by calling or texting 
250-265-8888.

Yasodhara Ashram will host a reading from Echoes from an Inner Shore, the scientist & the yogini 
on August 28. 
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Sharon Bamber’s exhibit << Love Remains >> will show at Studio Connexion September 8-26.
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Local practitioner promotes the benefits of PEMF
by Nikko Snyder

Paris Voykin is a wildcrafter, life 
coach, and certified PEMF practitioner 
who integrates ancient wisdom with 
modern wellness practices to create 
tailored healing experiences. Her 
background includes over 30 years 
studying shamanic practice, 12 
years working with Quantum Touch 
and Ho’oponopono, and 15 years 
practicing and healing with dowsing. 

For the past two-and-a-half years, 
Paris has also been offering PEMF 
treatments through Swiss Bionic 

Solutions. PEMF stands for pulsed 
electromagnetic fields and, according 
to Paris, “describes in modern physics 
the specific application of unique 
pulsed, electromagnetic frequencies 
and intensities for the health and 
wellness benefit of human beings and 
animals.”

Paris says that PEMF may be used 
to promote bone healing; improve 
wound healing; reduce pain; and 
improve peripheral microcirculation.  

Swiss Bionic Solutions PEMF 
systems are licensed by Health 
Canada, but are not recommended 

for people who are pregnant or use a 
pacemaker. 

Paris explains PEMF like this: 
“The term ‘magnetic resonance 
stimulation’ or PEMF simply 
indicates that by applying a pulsating 
electromagnetic field that matches 
the Earth’s magnetic field, nearly all 
75 trillion cells of the body can be 
stimulated into harmonic resonance. 
As a result, the powerful capacity 
within the cell membrane increases 
and enables the cells to produce more 
energy. This energy enhances the self-
healing powers of the body.”

She goes on to say that NASA 
uses PEMF to support astronauts in 
space, and that it is also used by major 
league sports teams for athletes before 
and after games. It can also be used to 
support healing in pets. 

I t  was  Par is’ own heal th 
experiences that led to her discovery 
of PEMF. “The reason I invested in the 
Swiss Bionic PEMF system is because 
for six years I struggled with chronic 

Paris Voykin offers free initial PEMF 
sessions.
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by Nikko Snyder
The Benailse Retreat Centre in 

Winlaw (owned and operated by the 
Kutenai Growth Society for more 
than 40 years) is expanding both their 
facilities and outreach.

According to their constitution, the 
purpose of the Society is to “help people 
find ways of accessing deeper levels 
of themselves in order that they can 
enhance their personal integrity, move 
more closely into alignment with the 
greater spiritual essence, act responsibly 
as stewards of the Earth and live in 
harmony with their fellow beings.”

Winlaw’s Benailse Retreat Centre 
embraces a new focus

Until recently, the Society’s 
strong focus has been on building and 
maintaining the facility and land. But 
due in part to new funding, they are 
currently moving their focus toward 
opening up to have more events offered 
from various modalities.

“Our beautiful screened workshop 
building called Harmony Hall is now 
equipped with a kitchen, thanks to a 
grant from our area RDCK Director 
Walter Popoff,” Livina Hiacinth, 
Benailse’s Caregiver, told the Valley 
Voice. “This has increased the services 
we can offer to support workshops, 
meetings, retreats and community 
socials. Besides the Reiki emphasis we 
have had in the past, we are expanding 
to include other events our community 
may be interested in.”

What’s coming up at 
Benailse? 

Upcoming events at Benailse 
include a reading and discussion of 
Drinking from the Iceberg, an account of 
author Lorna Lyons’ early life as a field 
zoologist in remote Canada. The reading 
will take place September 4, with the 
author in attendance from Victoria. 

On September 12, Sequoia will 
offer a 75-minute sound bath, and on 
September 19, Madge will offer private 
appointments for aura photography 
and analysis. (See ad for details and 
watch for posters throughout the Slocan 
Valley.)

The Kutenai Growth Society has operated 
the Benailse Retreat Centre in Winlaw for 

more than 40 years.

What’s next? 
The Kutenai Growth Society, 

which operates the Benailse Retreat 
Centre, acknowledges the biggest 
challenge they face is also their biggest 
opportunity: “To become known as a 
spiritually centered, personal growth/
healing oriented facility – this is both 
our biggest challenge and greatest 
opportunity, and we’re all very excited 
to see it unfold,” says Hiacinth. “We are 
here to be accessed and are very much 
looking forward to our future. Anyone 
interested in these or other planned 
events or who would like to present 
something themselves is welcome to 
get in touch.” 

Benailse is located in Winlaw, BC 
at 6256 Paradise Valley Road. Call 250-
226-7840 for more information.
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illness,” she explained. After dealing 
with years of recurring back pain, 
depression, carpal tunnel syndrome 
and Lyme disease, no treatment 
seemed to help – chiropractic, 
massage, acupuncture – nothing 
brought her lasting relief. 

“I endured endless doctor 
visits, blood tests, medications, and 
naturopathic remedies,” said Paris. 
“While some provided temporary 
relief, nothing truly changed. I was 
exhausted – not just physically, but 
emotionally and financially. I felt like 
I was spending my life in doctors’ 
offices, searching for answers that 
never came. Then, after extensive 
research, I invested in the Swiss Bionic 
PEMF system. Within just two and a 
half months, everything changed. All 
my symptoms disappeared. No more 
pain, no more fatigue – I feel like I’m 
30 again.”

Paris has been offering PEMF 
services for the past two-and-a-
half years with positive results. She 

believes in the system, and offers a 
free initial session so people can see 
if PEMF is a system that resonates 
with them. 

To learn more or to book a free 
session, email paris1@live.ca  or call/
text 250-551-7656.




