MAILED BY MAIL FOR LESS

by Joanne Feenstra

On August 29, the Slocan
Saturday Market held its 10th
anniversary event in Expo Park
in Slocan. After 10 years, one
thing seems clear about the Slocan
Saturday Market: people come for
the community.

Christina Knight, the driving
force behind the market, said what
she likes best is the music. “The
amazing music that brings the
community together,” she told the
Valley Voice. The Barnharmonics,
the Robannas and Cabin Fever
kept the vendors and shoppers
hopping and shopping during the
10th anniversary market.

Christina not only manages the
market but sells her own handmade
wool products (including toques and
scarves), art work and cards. She
spins, knits and weaves all her own
wool. Artwork and knitting has been
in Christina’s life since she was a
small child. Her Opa, her dad’s dad,
is a painter and her mom is a master
knitter.
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Christina wanted somewhere
to sell her products, so eight years
ago, after the market had lost its
volunteer manager of two years and
was in danger of closing, Christina
stepped in at the very last minute to
make sure the market went on for
another year. Since then, she has
spent countless hours making sure
the market is a viable place where
the community can come together,
where people can make some money,
and where children can be creative.
She said that having the market last
for 10 years shows the amazing
support that the community has for
this event.

Mike Atsalakis, aka Mike the
Baker, is famous in Slocan for
his cardamom buns. His favourite
thing about the market? “I get to
socialize,” he said. Ten years ago,
the idea for his business came about
when he became fascinated by a
photo of a really crusty loaf of bread.
It reminded him of his childhood in
Greece, when he would go to the
local market and buy those same

crusty loaves for his grandparents.
During World War II, as a child,
his grandmother had to navigate
the town square to buy bread. Mike
said his grandmother told him she
was always so hungry that the bread
did not always arrive home intact.
Another time, a soldier took pity
on the hungry girl and bought her a
baguette. When Mike saw the picture
of the bread, he suddenly knew that
he wanted to be a baker and bake
those treats himself.

Mike started selling his products
at the farmers market in Nelson.
At the August 29 market in Slocan
market, he was sold out by 10:30
am. His two children, Milo and
Odessa, help him out when things
are this busy.

Heather O’Connor, of Forage
and Fodder, says her favourite thing
about the market is the music and the
weekly social catch-up. This year,
Heather was the only vendor with
a 100% perfect attendance record.

Heather started preparing herbal
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The bears are here: manage your attractants, says WildSafeBC

by Rachael Lesosky, Local
Journalism Initiative reporter

The bears are hungry and
coming to communities to seek food.
WildSafeBC is calling on community
members to manage attractants to
protect both humans and wildlife.

“Bear activity is very heightened
right now and bears are trying
everything they can to get their
caloric needs met,” said Community
Coordinator Nikita Bouwmeester on
the Kaslo’s WildSafeBC Facebook
page on August 31. “Right now they
need around 20,000 calories per day
to prepare for winter.”

This year, wild berry crops have
been very thin and bears are seeking
other sources of food.

“Bears are being very persistent
with attempting to access unnatural
food sources in town so we need to
come together as a community to
manage this,” said Bouwmeester.

Encounters with bears in towns
increase human/wildlife conflict —
any event that puts the well-being
of humans and/or wildlife at risk.
Community members have a lot

SMOKEY CREEK SALVAGE
24 HR TOWING
New & Used Auto Parts, Back Hoe Work,
Certified Welding & Repairs, Vehicle Removal
WE BUY CARS & TRUCKS

359-7815; 1-877-376-6539
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of power to reduce this conflict to
keep humans and wildlife safe, said
Bouwmeester.

Fruit and nut trees are one of the
largest attractants for wildlife. Pick
fruit often and do not let windfall
accumulate. Consider electric fencing
to protect trees and allow fruit and
nuts to ripen. Donate extra fruit to
neighbours, food banks, or local
livestock farmers. Prune trees to keep
them manageable. If a tree cannot be
maintained, consider replacing it with
anon-fruit or nut-bearing alternative.

“Prevention is incredibly
important, because once wildlife
has accessed attractants/unnatural
food sources and become more
comfortable being around humans,
it becomes more challenging to
encourage them to move back to their
natural sources of food, water, shelter,
and space — the basic needs they need
met in order to survive and thrive,”
said Bouwmeester in a Facebook post
on August 16.

WildSafeBC offers assistance
with harvesting and distributing crops.
Bouwmeester also recommends
coordinating with neighbours who
have secure composting solutions;
freezing fruit and food waste to
slowly add it to secure composts;
and collaborating with friends,
family, and neighbours on creative
fruit management and processing
solutions.
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SHOP LOCAL

Small livestock like chickens and
ducks can also attract bears. Protect
them with electric fencing.

The RDCK is also calling on
residents to keep spoiled fruit and
food waste out of reach at transfer
stations.

Both the Rosebery and Kaslo
Transfer Stations have recently been
visited by bears who were drawn to
spoiled fruit and vegetables in the
open stockpiles of yard and garden
waste. These piles do not have locked
bins or electric fences. Bear visits
have resulted in damaged fences,
service delays, and early site closures.

“We want to do everything we
can to keep customers safe, sites
operating, and prevent bears from
becoming habituated,” reads an
announcement from the RDCK on
August 27. “Please ensure that your
yard and garden waste only includes
hedge and grass clippings, weeds,
shrubs, and tree branches six inches
or less in diameter.”

Fruit and food waste should be
separated and disposed in the mixed
waste bins, or in organic waste bins
where offered (Ootischenia, Grohman
Narrows, Salmo, and Creston).

Also be sure to store household
garbage responsibly, and only bring
bins out the morning of pickup.

“T ask members of the community
to take a moment to reflect on
how they can take action to help
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A mother bear and two cubs enjoying the comforts of town in New Denver last fall.

these efforts,” said Bouwmeester.
“Wildlife is so important to our local
ecosystems, and keeping wildlife
wild helps us all thrive.”

For assistance or more
information, or to be a volunteer
fruit picker in Kaslo and Area D,
contact Bouwmeester at kaslo@
wildsafebc.com.

In the Arrow Slocan Lakes region,
contact cskaien@wildsafebc.com.

For the electric fencing cost
share and/or the fruit and nut tree

replacement program in Areas H
and F, Silverton, New Denver, and
Slocan, contact cskaien@wildsafebc.
com.

To volunteer or get help with
fruit and nut picking in the New
Denver area, contact Harvest Share
& Bear Aware at ndharvestshare@
gmail.com.

Fireweed Hub in New Denver
offers a culinary tool library to
help with processing harvests:
fireweedhub.ca/library.

Autonomous Sinixt
Purple Chair Campaign

direct action

submitted by Autonomous Sinixt

Autonomous Sinixt called for
public support and participation in a
direct action that took place at Nelson
City Hall on August 31, in support of
the Purple Chair Campaign.

Participants were invited to bring
purple chairs to Nelson City Hall.
Following the gathering, approximately
20 participants walked together in
solidarity to Lakeside Rotary Park,
where they joined a total of 60 people
taking part in events commemorating
International Overdose Awareness Day.

The direct action aimed to bring
attention to toxic drug fatalities that
continue to affect individuals, families
and communities.

In asingle week in April 2026, nine
toxic drug fatalities occurred in Trail.
Toxic drug fatalities are also the leading
cause of death among males ages 10-56.

Autonomous Sinixt is calling

PHOTO COURTESY: AUTOMOUS SINIXT

for safe supply, safe injection sites,
accessible services for rural populations,
and the implementation of proven,
effective programs as essential first
steps toward addressing the ongoing
toxic drug crisis.

Around 20 supporters gathered at Nelson City
Hall on August 31 in support of the Purple
Chair Campaign
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Wildfire updates from RDCK and BCWS at September 4

by Nikko Snyder

The following are updates from
the Regional District of Central
Kootenay (RDCK) and BC Wildfire
Service (BCWS) as of our press time
on September 4, 2026.

Category 1 campfire
prohibition rescinded

Effective at 12 pm, September 1,
Category 1 campfires are permitted
throughout the Southeast Fire Centre.

Anyone choosing to light a
Category 1 campfire must do so
responsibly and in accordance with
Section 20 of the Wildfire Regulation:

* Do not burn in windy conditions
* Establish and maintain a fuel break
* Do not leave the fire unattended
* Ensure the fire is fully extinguished
before leaving the area
e Carry out fire control immediately
and/or report the fire if it spreads
beyond the established fuel break
Other activities that were
previously included in the category
1 campfire prohibition will now be
permitted in the Southeast Fire Centre:
¢ The use of sky lanterns
¢ The use of wood-fired hot tubs,
wood-fired pizza ovens and other
wood-fired devices unless vented
through a structure that has a flue

Precautionary Boil Water
Notice issued for Fauquier

submitted by RDCK

The Regional District of Central
Kootenay (RDCK) has issued a
precautionary Boil Water Notice for
users on the Fauquier Water System.
The system is located in the community
of Fauquier, within RDCK Electoral
Area K. The Needles Ferry landing
is part of the Fauquier Water System.

The Boil Water Notice has been
issued due to construction activity that
may resultinunplanned depressurization
of the water distribution system.

The RDCK and Interior Health
recommend that all users drink boiled
water or a safe alternative until further
notice. Water intended for drinking,
washing fruits and vegetables, making
beverages or ice, or brushing teeth
should be boiled for one minute. Boiled

water should then be refrigerated in a
clean, covered container. Users could
also choose to use bottled or distilled
water.

Owners of all public facilities must
post a Boil Water Notice at all sinks or
drinking water fountains accessible
to the public (alternatively, public
fountains and taps may be turned off).
As opportunities arise, they must also
advise their clientele verbally of the
Boil Water Notice.

The RDCK will be taking measures
to reduce risk; water quality will be
monitored and the public will be
notified when the RDCK is able to lift
the Boil Water Notice.

For more information contact
the RDCK 250-352-8161 or visit our
website at www.rdck.ca/water.
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Area restrictions

The area restriction issued for
the Inonoaklin Creek area has been
rescinded.

BCWS continues to respond to
the Inonoaklin Creek wildfire. This
wildfire is estimated to be 1,511
hectares and is located approximately
17 km northwest of Needles.

However, fire behaviour and
activity for the Inonoaklin Creek
wildfire has decreased and firefighting
personnel no longer need to restrict
public access to the area.

) LeBottin

As of September 4, BCWS
currently had three other area
restrictions in place within the RDCK:
Ezra Creek (issued August 29); Hope
Creek (issued August 9); and Poplar
Creek (issued August 1).

In the interest of public safety, area
restrictions are put into place by BCWS
to prohibit access to areas where there
are ongoing fire suppression activities.
They are established to limit the risk
of wildfire occurring or to enforce the
continued need to protect the public
and emergency service personnel in
active wildfire areas. Under an area
restriction order, a person must not

remain in or enter the restricted area
without the prior written authorization
of BCWS.

Off-road vehicle
prohibition rescinded

Effective Friday, August 28 at
12 noon, the off-road vehicle (ORV)
prohibition was rescinded on Crown
land throughout the Southeast Fire
Centre.

The RDCK also rescinded the
ORYV prohibition on the Nelson Salmo
Great Northern Trail and at Glacier
Creek Regional Park on Tuesday,
September 1.

I'm going on a road trip, so my mom may
not be here for voting day!
Also, our copilot owns property in ND but
doesn't live here. Can she vote?
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Slocan Saturday Market celebrates 10th anniversary

continued from page 1

remedies and ritual products to help
her family, and has now expanded
that into a business where she helps
people tap into the healing and
nourishment that is available in
nature. She also uses the market
as a marketing tool to let people
know about her make-it-yourself
workshops and foraging tours.
Heather has also incorporated
reading Tarot cards into her business.
Her interest in Tarot cards began
after her brother suddenly passed
away and she rented a hall for his
Ceremony of Life. After the service
was over, she found out the hall
was used as a Mediumship School
and grew curious about the services
offered at the school. One of the
services, which Heather became
extremely interested in, was Tarot
card training. Heather says her year
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Christina Knight has managed the Slocan
Saturday Market for the past eight years.

by Nikko Snyder

Kara Winlaw, great granddaughter
of John Brown Winlaw, visited the
community named after her family
earlier this month. She and her son stayed
at Karibu Park Cottages in Winlaw, and
she shared her experience with the Valley
Voice. Thanks to Chris at Karibu Park for
connecting us!

In Kara’s own words:

“Tknew about Winlaw from a young
age since my parents were born and
raised in Nelson. As achild we visited the
area regularly from Vancouver Island.

My knowledge remains pretty
limited to basic details, essentially that
my great grandfather, John Brown
Winlaw, started the sawmill in the area
and had other roles such as postmaster. I
know alittle about the history of the area,
including the Doukhobors and Vietnam
War resisters, but I don’t know much

PHOTO CREDIT: JOANNE FEENSTRA

at the market has been great and
she’ll be back next year with more
stock.

Lori Steele of Dragonfly Creative
Studios also loves the social aspect of
the market. Thirty-five years ago she

took a stained-glass class and fell in
love with the colours. For the last 15
years, she’s been selling beads and
pendants and hosting workshops,
which she began when COVID-19
inspired her to start workshops for

Heather O'Connor, of Forage and Fodder, has a 100% perfect attendance record at the Slocan
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Saturday market this year.

about my own family’s history here. The
only thing I really know about my great-
grandfather is that he came from Ontario.

It has always felt special to me to
have my last name and family history
connected to such a beautiful and unique
area. My dad grew up playing sports
throughout the Slocan Valley and would
casually mention to friends our family’s
connection to Winlaw through his
grandfather. As he got older, his interest
in the area’s history grew, and he began
sharing original photographs of Winlaw
and the Slocan Valley for local history
projects.

I have made a point to visit Winlaw
several times as an adult, and I recently
decided to stay in Winlaw and show my
eight-year-old son, Blessing Cantero
Winlaw, where his last name comes
from. We travelled from our home in
New Westminster, BC and stayed for

two nights before continuing our road
trip in the Kootenays.

What I love most about Winlaw
and the Slocan Valley is the incredible
natural beauty, the slower pace of life,
and the strong sense of community.
There’s something special about the
independence and resourcefulness
of the people who live there, and the
willingness to forge their own path and
create a life that reflects what matters
to them.

It’s a place that feels authentic,
connected, and refreshingly
unconventional. I connect deeply with
these values and hope to one day live
in the area. Winlaw also holds a more
personal meaning for me now, as my
dad passed away in 2023, and being
there helps me feel connected to the kind,
community-minded person he was and
the values he embodied.
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people in groups of five or less. The
workshops were so popular that they
would always sell out in three days.
Like Mike and Heather, her favourite
thing about the market is socializing.

This year’s Slocan Saturday

Christina Knight and Gail Morris celebrate 10 years of the Slocan Saturday Market with cake on

The Valley Voice September 10, 2026

Market season is not quite over.
Christina Knight is organizing
a season finale Harvest Market
for October 3, and is looking for
farmers who would be interested in
participating.

¥

August 29.

Great granddaughter of community namesake visits Winlaw
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Kara Winlaw and her son Blessing are descendants of John Brown Winlaw, who the community

L

fﬂfa_w Br ro %
W :

iy --
i |

of Winlaw is named after.
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PROFIT WITHOUT REGARD TO CONSEQUENCES

Part 1: Factors Threatening Our Homes and Lives

The proposal of the New Denver Village Council to
achieve a Community Forest Agreement to log areas
around Hills, New Denver, Silverton grievously con-
cerns me. Currently our planet is experiencing an un-
precedented emergency due to the severe weather and
fires increased and worsened by climate change.
Thousands of lives have been lost due to floods and
fires around the world; smoke and excessive heat
have already killed tens of thousands of people, and
scientists say this will just keep getting worse.

Our provincial and federal governments know

“The growing consensus of scientific findings is that,
to effectively mitigate the worst impacts of climate
change, we must not only move beyond fossil fuel
consumption, but must also substantially increase
protection of our native forests in order to absorb
more CO2 from the atmosphere and store more, not
less, carbon in our forests.”

Letter of 200 climate and forest scientists
to the US government, 13 May 2020

evacuation alert. Three family homes were de-
stroyed, and others damaged.

The New Denver Council is well aware of the
dangers of climate change, and has funded, through
various grants, significant fire mitigation projects. It
has worked with an existing community forestry co-
operative, SIFCO, to make the village safer.

But now, here we are once again in a valley
choked with smoke, fearful of dry lightning which
may endanger us further. And what does the

very well that logging forests in BC and Canada
makes a major contribution to climate change. They admit
this, but they ignore it in their policies and suppress it in
their public statements, turning a blind eye to the ever-
worsening consequences on human lives and homes.

The polluting corporations deny climate change be-
cause they won't accept a dollar less in the huge profits to
which they are accustomed. The public has no control over
this, but the New Denver Council contemplating a Com-
munity Forest puts before us a question whether we, as a
community, really want to join in perpetrating this injuri-
ous, endangering policy. While there has been a brief sur-
vey of residents of New Denver on the issue, there has
been no indication that these residents will have a vote in
the actual decisions, and residents in the proposed logging
area from Silverton to Hills have not been consulted.

FIRST FACTS

Climate change is caused by carbon pollution in the air,
mostly in the form of carbon dioxide (CO2). Trees absorb
CO2 from the air and store it in their branches, trunks, roots
and soil. A single 100-year old cedar tree absorbs approxi-
mately 22 to 45 kilograms of CO2 per year, while exuding
oxygen necessary for us to live. By the age of 100, it may
be storing 1,000 to 2,000 kg of carbon. In the area surround-
ing New Denver, there may be 300-400 trees per hectare.

On average, BC forests store 311 tonnes per hectare.
This amount continues to grow as long as the trees are
standing; and storage continues even if the trees are dead.
(Pojar, “Forestry and Carbon in BC”, 2019) Whenever a
tree is cut or burned, most of its carbon returns to the air
either slowly, through decomposition of slash and waste
at the mill, or rapidly through slash burning or chipping
the trees for burning as biofuel. Only a small percent of
the wood goes into wood products that store the carbon.

In 2007 government data showed that timber harvest-
ing and slash-burning in BC emitted 80.9 million tonnes
of CO2: more than all other sectors in the province com-
bined. (Pojar, 2019.)

Logging can cause wildfires indirectly by increasing
climate change, but also more directly due to exposure of
logged areas to sun and wind and the presence of hot, dry
logging slash, thereby increasing the ignition, intensity
and acceleration of fires. In these ways logging shares re-
sponsibility for the heavy smoke emitted by wildfires.

RAPIDLY ACCUMULATING CONSEQUENCES

As every downed or burned tree contributes to cli-
mate change, it brings extreme heat, extreme drought,
and extreme storms with increased lightning, floods, and
landslides. Wildfires are increased and become uncon-

trollable so that they consume homes and parts or all of
communities.

As of this writing 4,256 wildfires have burned 4.5
million hectares in Canada during 2026. This includes
472,000 hectares burned in BC; currently 83 wildfires in
BC are out of control. Over 500 homes have been de-
stroyed in BC, and 20,000 people evacuated. BC declared
a state of emergency on August 8 that was rescinded 20
days later. The homes lost add to the 1,230 homes burned
over ten years in BC (2015 to 2025).

Elsewhere in Canada, Ontario has had 742 wildfires,
123 of which are active as of this writing, and 8 out of con-
trol. Northwest Territories has over 200 active wildfires
as of this writing, most of which are out of control.

Presently in the US there are 46,305 fires covering
1,428,813 acres, with over 30,000 firefighters involved.
More than 67,000 persons have faced evacuation. Fires
are likewise endangering residents in 29 countries with 68
major fires (Wikipedia).

HEALTH IMPACTS ON MILLIONS OF PEOPLE

Much of Canada has been engulfed in dense smoke
from wildfires this year. Satellite photos from NASA have
shown smoke enveloping the entire Northwest in Canada
and the US. As of this writing, wildfires in eastern Canada
and parts of Minnesota have shrouded both sides of the
border in an overlapping smoke haze.

Exposure to the wildfire smoke can cause or worsen
heart disease, cardiovascular disease, lung cancer and brain
cancer. Anyone beset with a lung disease or condition finds
the air one breathes a daily matter of crucial concern.

Scientists have reported that between 2020 and 2024
there were 1,400 deaths annually due to wildfire smoke in
Canada. During that time wildfire smoke increased by
172% over the previous ten years. (The Lancet, 2025) A
separate US study estimated 164,000 premature smoke-
caused deaths in the US between 2006 and 2020. (Law,
B., et al, Nature, 02 May 2025)

In Canada tens of thousands of people have also en-
dured the extreme stress of having to evacuate their homes
to flee fires. Now experts are warning that evacuees re-
turning to their burned homes face a host of additional
hazards to health and safety. Scientists are warning that
climate change impacts will keep growing.

THE CORE OF THE PROBLEM

Only two years ago 870 properties in the Slocan Val-
ley were under mandatory evacuation orders due to the
Slocan complex fires, and New Denver was under an

Council propose to do?: cut down forest that is a
standing and continuous contribution toward
fighting climate change.

Will New Denver, then, do exactly what all the big
corporations do: ignore the consequences on everyone’s
safety and health in order to obtain short-term profits that
will soon be gone as more forest is logged? Is the Council
ready to argue against the warnings from the scientific in-
stitutions that have studied climate change for over 30
years? Will they do this in a province choking on the
smoke of over 100 wildfires and 500 homes destroyed?

As it is now, they are considering a logging scheme
in which the community residents have no vote. This alone
will generate divisiveness, even enmity, between pro-log-
ging and anti-logging factors, unbalancing the community
accords which presently exist. This will be seen to be es-
pecially true when New Denver community logging is cut-
ting in Silverton's or Hills’ watersheds and the landscape
profiles connected with privacy and aesthetic values.

How can New Denver dare to propose logging near
other communities over which they otherwise have no ju-
risdiction, except through gaining access by provincial aim
to log where the big companies wouldn't dare for fear of
lawsuits? I, for one, am depressed by having helped to
vote into office the present BC government, but I am also
agitated, having lived and worked in New Denver between
1967 and 2011 (some 44 years), to find the New Denver
Council so remote from the underlying issues. But did the
Council, or the Village residents, have all the information
that is needed to see the enormity of the problem?

All this is so worrisome that I learned of the proposed
New Denver Community Forest with disbelief. The situ-
ation in which we find ourselves is so dire and continuous
that facing logging by our neighbors employed in such a
Community Forest will produce such inflammatory con-
troversy as to gravely injure community relations.

The consequences of government decisions have
grown exponentially worse this year, and threaten to
worsen still more. Our lives, our homes, our families and
children deserve changed attitudes followed by substan-
tive actions, the least of which is to stop the constant con-
tribution to the forces that threaten us.

If the New Denver Council becomes a Community
Forest, it would be enlarging the very real risk we face,
and it is hard to imagine what could enable that except
profit without regard to consequences.

Part 2 of this article will appear in the next Valley Voice.

Richard Caniell, Director
Director, Valhalla Wilderness Society




Learning from your
letters

Far and away, the most
intimidating part of taking over the
Valley Voice has been managing the
“Voices from the Valleys” letters
section.

I knew from the start that people
feel strongly on all sides of the issue.
Some love the letters, others loath
them. And since taking over the paper
I’ve heard from many of you, and
none have been shy to let me know
exactly what you think!

A few common themes include:

“The letters section is the best part
of the paper / the only part I read.”

“I can’t stand the letters.”

“Why have you reduced
/ increased the number of letters
published?” (NOTE: I haven’t done
either, though I can only ever publish
as many as I receive issue to issue.)

“Jan would have / wouldn’t
have... [fill in the blank] .” (NOTE:
I guess it goes without saying, but
I’m not Jan.)

For my own part, I take seriously
the newspaper’s role to share differing
perspectives that reflect our diverse
communities. And while I was
downright scared of the letters going
in, I’'m gradually gaining confidence.

And for the most part I even enjoy
reading them! I’'m genuinely inspired
by anyone who cares about an issue
enough to take the time to write and
send a letter.

That said, as I stew on my own

LETTERS
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vision for “Voices from the Valleys,” I
do want to weigh in one issue: length.

In my high school English classes,
we were never permitted to submit
an essay longer than 1,000 words.
Period. It isn’t easy to successfully
articulate complex ideas with a
limited word count. But high school
English forced me to practice, and I
still think it was one of the best things
that ever happened to my writing.
That simple constraint forced me to
be very thoughtful about how I used
the space I had available to me.

So it might not come as a surprise
that I support having a word limit in
our letters section. Our word limit is
currently 500 words. Please take this
as a friendly challenge to stick to it!

(Of course, in some cases there
may be a compelling reason to go over
the limit. In these cases, please reach
out well ahead of time to discuss.)

On that note, I will wrap up before
I wander past 500 words myself. Stay
tuned for more on this important part
of the paper soon!

Nikko Snyder, Editor
Valley Voice

P.S. I’ve adjusted the Valley
Voice production schedule to be more
compatible with family life, and so
our deadline for both advertising
and editorial submissions (including
letters to the editor) has changed:

It’s now the Wednesday the
week before publication (e.g.,
September 16 for the September
24 issue).

EDITORIAL / LETTERS POLICY

The Valley Voice welcomes letters to the editor and community news

articles from our readers.

Letters and articles should be no longer than 500 words and may be
edited. We reserve the right to reject any submitted material.

Please mark your letter “LETTER TO THE EDITOR.” Include your
address and daytime phone number for verification purposes. We will not
knowingly publish any letter that is defamatory or libelous. We will not
publish anonymous letters or letters signed with pseudonyms, except in
extraordinary circumstances. Opinions expressed in published letters are
those of the author and not necessarily those of the Valley Voice.

A basket of
deplorables

When Hillary Clinton, this
privileged politician (truly white-
trash herself) who was then
Secretary of State of The United
States of Israel, said of Muammar
Gaddafi, President of Libya in 2011
with her evil chuckle and sickly
smile, “We came, we saw — he died,”
I'knew she was truly among the most
depraved beings on the face of this
dangerous planet. I still remember
that blurted cackle and shudder
when I remember it.

Then, five years later in 2016,
this real-life ghoul called “half of
Trump supporters” a “basket of
deplorables.” 1 thought, at that
time, “that figures — how biased
can this person be?” Not knowing
at the time the pending disaster we
now find ourselves in. But, perhaps
unfortunately, and yes, sadly, she
was absolutely correct.

Anyone who still supports
this bloated, corrupt pedophile
is fully encased in the “basket
of deplorables,” given what this
real-life demon has said and done
over his last two terms and right
up to and including yesterday,
with the bombing of a wedding
ceremony in Iran with five or six
dead plus many maimed, some
of them children. Here is just a
shortlist of his atrocities and crimes:
the intentional murder of Iranian
General Qasem Soleimani and aides
while attending peace negotiations
in Iraq; the unwavering support
of fellow war criminal Benjamin
Netanyahu and his entourage of
creeps in the Israeli government;
his obeisance to the Adelson Israeli
lunatic lobby; and the selling out of
the American populace to a foreign
entity. The killing of near 200 drug
violators (completely unproven —
zero evidence) in the Caribbean,;
the kidnapping and incarceration of

a legally elected president and the
stealing of his country’s resources
ongoing (Venezuela); and the
starving and blockade of already
beleaguered Cuba and the intentional
murder of 168 schoolchildren in
Iran. Oh, and don’t forget its backing
of the absolute slaughter of human
beings in Gaza and the West Bank.
The number of dead is estimated
now to be well over half a million,
the official 72,000 number being an
absolute travesty of an undercount.
Trump and his ‘United States of
Israel’ are completely complicit in
this horror.

Despite the MAGA talking
points, the United States was never,
ever at any point in history ‘GREAT’
in any way, with its barbarous
genocide of the native populations,
its embracing of slavery, overt
racism and its rampant global
militarism since the end of World
War II. The United States of Israel
and its delusion of ‘exceptionalism’
wrenches the stomach of the other
7.5 billion people on the face of this
earth, and rightly so. The fact that
the other 90-100 million American
voting population has done diddly
squat about those in the MAGA
cult and those in power puts them
squarely in the basket of absolute
deplorables through their inaction
against this real-life monster.

Who’d of ever thunk evil Hillary
would be right about anything but
she was understating the problem
by a long shot.

Todd Allen
Rosebery

The good, the bad,
the ugly

Your August 13, 2026 issue of
the Valley Voice was the first I had
read, and I was not expecting to be
expressing an opinion. However,
your letter reminded me of my
respect and commitment to the
Winnipeg Free Press. Newspapers
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are important to cities and
community.

First and foremost, the job of a
newspaper is to accurately report all
of the news — the good, the bad, the
ugly; the beauty of newspapers is the
editorials and the space allowed for
the voice of the people.

Sounds like you are on the right
track by publishing “the story calling
the loudest.”

Carry on, I say.

Looking forward to reading
more issues of the Valley Voice.

Marilyn Bird
Nelson (recent relocate from
Winnipeg)

West Coast
pipeline concerns

[Editor’s note: this was one of
three very similar letters submitted
recently, of which we’ve chosen to
publish one.]

For the past month, almost
everyone in Canada has been
impacted by the wildfires. Climate
change isn’t tomorrow’s crisis; it
is today’s rising insurance bills,
cancelled harvests, smoky skies,
sweeping floods, and deadly heat
waves.

As global warming worsens,
each year brings a more severe
wildfire season. Yet Prime Minister
Carney and Alberta Premier Smith
want to double down on the root
cause and build a one-million-
barrels-a-day pipeline, with a price
tag of $43 billion.

The original Memorandum
of Understanding on this project
promised that any new pipeline
would require a private proponent
and that all production emissions
would be captured by a new
Pathways carbon capture and storage
(CCS) project. Both promises have
been broken.

And now, the public is on the
hook for a $43 billion pipeline. We
did not sign up for this, and polling
is showing people in Canada are not
on board. Every public dollar spent
subsidizing fossil fuels is a dollar not
spent on healthcare, housing, public
transit, or preparing communities for
climate disasters.

We need to learn from past
mistakes. In 2018, when the federal
government bought the TMX
pipeline for $4.5 billion, the public

continued on page 7



September 10, 2026 The Valley Voice

continued from page 6

was outraged. Delays and cost
overruns have now cost the people
of Canada more than $34 billion, and
the government still hasn’t found a
private buyer.

We need to invest in the
economies of the future. The future
is renewable energy; Carney and
Smith would do well to remember
that.

David Cheatley
Kaslo

Learning from
how animals react
to Al

Thanks but no thanks say the non
ARA (automatic reflex aggressive)
dogs who, taking one look (one
smell!) at the robot dog coming
into their midst, decide to continue
frolicking off with their buds. One
dog stops briefly, attempting to wag
the dog robot’s tail with its snout...
Oops. “No can do!”

From the animal kingdom, it’s
a “Thanks but no thanks.” A clear,
“Butt out, robots! You’re not real
and you’re not healthy!”

Daphne Fields
Slocan

A lot to be
remembered for

Crosses have been put up on the
ostrich farm. Among other things I
presume that they are to remember
the ostriches. The ostrich farm has a
lot to be remembered for.

Here are the two things that I
remember. Two people made the
ultimate sacrifice and gave their lives
for the farm. They should not be
forgotten, their names are Tom and
Donna.

Also the Fifth Estate television
show did a documentary which had
people on it that called the farm a
scam.

Ron Heppner
Edgewood

Who owns the
Slocan?

More specifically, who is
creating the FUTURE of the Slocan?
Say, into maybe a semi-Canmore-
Banff-Lake Louise or paradoxically,
nurtured into a series of well-
balanced sleepy little towns or even
into a niche of food growers? Make
it from Playmor Junction to the top
of Slocan Lake. Or to Nakusp. Even
to Revelstoke. We are, after all, a
USA-to-Trans-Canada corridor of
pristine beauty.

Is our future owned by one boss?
Is it owned by multiple parties? Just
who owns the Slocan’s future? Is it
owned by anyone who can bankroll
new development, big and small? Is
it owned by those with the greasiest
PR machines?

Or is it owned by the sum total of
our Valley’s collective emotional and
intellectual states? In other words, is
Slocan’s future owned by all happy,
enabled people and, equally, by
all downtrodden disempowered
people, and everyone in between,
by virtue of what energetic states
get contributed?

Who’s brought vibrancy? Who’s
kept it stagnant? Who has shown
themselves to be visionary? Who
has led with a transparent ‘everyone
consulted’ vision? Who continues
to lead invisibly with ‘never-voted
on’ policies?

Just who has already been
unfolding the Slocan vision?

It’s 2026 and we’re sitting
quietly and perhaps, naively, on a
gold nugget surrounded by those
ready to pounce on us, to line their
pockets (...not ours?). Will we sell
our gem to the lowest bidder with
the slickest promises of riches for
everyone in the guise of raising
living standards for everyone. Er, I
mean, for themselves?

Tourism? The modern-day
‘lowest fruit,” with a proven record of
over-loading downtowns, parks and
trails with too many visitors, vehicle
noise & air pollution; locals losing
their little-visited fav spots, not to
mention leaving locals with multi-
million-dollar bills for upgrading
water, sewage infrastructure and
traffic engineering and roads to
accommodate the daily influx of tens
of thousands of tourists per day and
be left with sky-high property taxes
that don’t match reality here.

By the way, without a Playmor
to Revelstoke OCP (a long-term
voted-on vision) how can we here
best be the Boss of our own Slocan
corridor?

Who owns the Slocan? Is it
the never-upfront Province of BC
creeping their backroom visions of
logging, parks, tourism, upcoming
15-minute cities, all to offset their
illogical budgets and plug in their
new world outsiders’ dreams that
aren’t even derived in BC much less
Slocan? While they of the BC Gov
hand over on a silver platter digital
surveillance and people-control
technology to the outside world
who’ll never even come here?

My motivation is to encourage
Slocan locals to be visionary. So
that it’s we here that become the sole
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Boss of the Slocan future.

“Focus on what you want, not
on what you don’t want.” I find that
useful.

I certainly focus on living
connected to a pristine, quiet yet
‘talking’ symbiotic grid of trees,
water and soil, surrounded by
prosperous Slocan-ites energized by
their own focus on wholesomeness
within our own Mother Nature grid,
not a synthetic digital grid.

Marc Heroux
Slocan

Looking for
Wishloff and
Horkoff relatives

My great-grandparents were
Doukhobors from Akhalkalaki uyezd
in the Caucasus: Pyotr Vyshlov, born
1904 in Efremovka, and Tatyana
Gorkova, born 1909 in Gorelovka.
They stayed in Russia. Branches
of both families came to Canada in
1899 and later lived in Slocan Park,
Brilliant, Shoreacres, Pass Creek,
Krestova and Grand Forks. If your
family name is Wishloff, Wishlow,
Gorkoff or Horkoff and you keep any
memory or papers about Efremovka
or Gorelovka, I would be glad to hear
from you. In 2023 I photographed
the old Efremovka cemetery, where
Vyshlov and Gorkov gravestones
still stand, and I can share those
photographs and the 1853 village
register.

Vladimir Koptseyv, film director
Barcelona, koptsev63@gmail.com

From the August
13 VV edition

I saw a Facebook public
message recently about an individual
performing self-gratification in
public. It made me think of the article
by Erica Spink D’souza. The PSA
describes a person viewing others
while engaging in the unlawful act
of public self-gratification. How a
person views others in public can
be the result of sexual context and
largely due to cultural influencers.
It’s a slippery slope, but I agree
with Erica and am glad to know that
women in BC have the same legal
right to be topless as men. We need
to promote healthier body images.
Thank you Erica!

Thanks to Michael Huber’s
article as well. I do disagree
with what is stated here related
to socialism. Yes, business and
government are in collusion and
this for me denotes racketeering that
reflects an oligarchical syndicate.

The term socialism gets dragged
through the mud all too often. That
said, your upside-down tax idea is
brilliant! I'm all for it.

Thanks to the Valley Voice editor,
Nikko Snyder, and her “Good vibes
only?” editorial. I recall reading the
front-page piece and feeling it was
objective and had no condemnation
or blame associated with it. It
was fact telling. This was what
journalism once was until legacy
media was hacked —bought and paid
for. In my opinion, important news
can be front and centre.

Lastly, I wanted to state that the
article I submitted recently, related
to Fauci, is a very sensitive topic
for many. I post about this subject
matter frequently on Facebook. An
immediate family member put an
all-caps reply of: “STIP SENDING
ME THIS CRAP” (too angry to
get the spelling right and failed to
recognize it was a public post). But
I get it is uncomfortable for many.

It remains a very poignant topic
for me. If some were to think
my motivation was vindication,
that would be missing the mark.
During that time (the manufactured
“paindemic”), legacy media and
elected (and even non-elected)
authorities pushed mandates and a
medical procedure that did not feel
right for me. I intuitively knew that
this wasn’t based on good science;
that there were strong influencers
in this.

My hope and my motivation
here and now, are that we don’t
live through this again. Many faced
ostracization, ridicule and shaming.
Scientists were given death threats.
The learning process is to avoid
falling into the same trap.

This is why the Allison Enquiry
is happening and why Fauci
hearings and other senate inquiries
are taking place (hopefully we
can avoid partisan slants). This
is why David M. Morens (senior
NIAID official and Fauci consultant)
was indicted on charges including
conspiracy, record falsification, and
obstruction related to COVID-19
research records. He pled guilty
and faces sentencing November
12. He and two conspirators (not
identified at this time) agreed in
writing to intentionally hide their
communications.

Regardless of the choices each
of us made at that time, I send an
invite to uphold medical freedom
and promote informed choices.

Todd Orlando
Winlaw

Davos comes to
town

On September 14-15, 2026 Mark
Carney is bringing Davos to Toronto.
You are not invited. One hundred
CEOs and top investors will meet
behind closed doors in a luxury hotel
to determine the future of 40 million
Canadians.

The goal is to attract $1 trillion in
new investments for infrastructure,
clean energy, and nation-building
projects. There will be a lot of
wheeling and dealing. Assets like
our airports could be put on the block.
How else to raise the ante to attract
the $1 trillion? The result will be that
our economy will be made to serve
investors and provide them with a
guaranteed investment return.

Our PM has spent most of his
life in the world of the top 1% of the
top 1%. With degrees from Harvard
and Oxford, he spent 13 years at
Goldman Sachs becoming managing
director of investment banking. After
five years as the governor of the
Bank of Canada and seven years as
governor of the Bank of England, he
held top positions at Bloomberg and
Brookfield Asset Management. Mark
has had a career of making money for
the super rich. Can he make money
for the average Canadian or will we
be buried in debt to the super rich?

Mr. Carney has pledged 5% of
our GDP (about $150 billion per year)
for defense spending. That is a lot
of money, most of which we don’t
have. He probably did that to get in
good with NATO. He then goes and
buys 12 submarines: total cost $100
billion. Wouldn’t four subs do? Zero
would be better. We also have to buy
frigates for the Navy, F-35s and other
war machinery. The age of diplomacy
is over.

The defense industry will be the
economic driver of the future. Mr.
Carney has been promoting Canada
as the global headquarters of a NATO
Defense Security and Resilience Bank
(DSRB or War Bank). The bank will
fast track defense spending focusing
on its modernization and the building
up of capabilities. Maybe we’ll get
a cut of the pie and some defense
contracts in our future.

It’s easy to see where all this is
heading. If not a big BOOM, Carney’s
insane 5% of the GDP defense budget
will put the country in the bankers’
hands. Never mind the threats foreign
powers pose. The US poses the
only real threat. They call it defense
spending but it is all a banker’s trap.

Ed Zak
Nakusp

continued on page 8
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Has Silverton
violated its own
ocCp?

For Colleen’s Beach Park, why is
Silverton Village Council violating
their own Official Community Plan?

Nearly 20 years ago now we lost
one of our organization’s founders,
Colleen McCrory, to cancer. Her
family and the broader community
were devastated. As a memorial to
this globally lauded environmental
activist and community-spirited
Silverton resident, Haven for
Ecology (then Valhalla Foundation
for Ecology) created Colleen’s
Beach Park.

This sweet little parcel of
lakeside land was near where
Colleen lived in Silverton. Slocan
Lake and the beach by her home
were very dear to Colleen. Friends
and family visiting Colleen’s place
remember scrambling up and down
the steep, slippery dirt pathway to
the beach but it was worth it — it’s
arguably the best beach on the lake.

After Colleen’s death our
organization acquired this parcel
of land to make it a small memorial
park open to the public. We’ve
always provided free access to
the lakeshore. (See a lovely photo
of Colleen and learn more about
Colleen’s Beach Park at www.
havenecology.org.)

Over the years we’ve stewarded
this small piece of precious lakeshore
land. Each year our registered charity
incurs considerable insurance and
stewardship costs to maintain safe
public access there. We’ve removed
danger trees, replanted after beautiful
old trees were illegally cut on our
property, and we’ve made that steep
access pathway safer by creating
stair-landings dug into the hillside,
later adding a wooden railing.

The pathway to the beach runs
through our private land (the lower
portion) and through a road right-of-
way which is on Village of Silverton
land (the upper portion). The safer
beach access was built with Village
of Silverton cooperation and
approval, in fact the Silverton
mayor of the day, Kathy Provan,
proudly opened Colleen’s Beach
Park at a celebration ceremony along
with McCrory family members
and supporters of our charitable
organization.

For 14 years since then our
fair exchange with the Village of
Silverton was implicit: we would
insure and maintain that parcel of
land and provide free public access

across it in exchange for a property
tax exemption from the village.

This year our charitable
organization was denied that routine
property tax exemption we’ve
received for 14 years. No reason
was given to us by the Village of
Silverton, not even any notice.
We found out by seeing a small
item in this newspaper’s council
reports. What a slap in the face to
Colleen’s memory, to all she did for
the community, and to the public-
spirited generosity of our charitable
organization: ouch!

In your previous issue the Valley
Voice provided considerable space to
Village of Silverton spokespeople’s
justifications. They boil down to
this: $365 going into tax coffers
instead of supporting a charitable,
non-profit community organization
that provides free public access
to a valuable recreational site in
Silverton.

To the Village this is a petty
amount of money. But to us as a
charity that uses donors’ funds very
carefully this tax exemption was
valued support and an important
gesture of partnership.

It was also a gesture of
appreciation for providing a
beautiful place for all Silverton
residents and their guests to enjoy
the beach — and appreciation for
us supporting the broader tourism
economy of the village and this
entire area. Let’s not forget that
Colleen McCrory was instrumental
in the creation of Valhalla Provincial
Park (your stunning view when you
enjoy Colleen’s Beach) which has
contributed immeasurably to the
local tourism economy.

But beyond our dismay, let’s
look at the bigger picture here.
Here’s what Silverton’s Official
Community Plan directs council to
do: “To preserve and enhance for
public use and enjoyment the areas
with natural scenic or recreational
potential, with emphasis on Slocan
Lake shoreline areas.” Based on
their own Official Community Plan,
Silverton Village Council should
therefore be supporting the public
shoreline recreational area to which
we provide access for public use and
enjoyment.

Silverton residents need to
ask some tough questions about a
Village Council that goes against
its own OCP.

Well, there’s an election coming.
We encourage Silverton voters to
consider whether the values of this
council align with their values. We
hope seasonal residents who own
property in Silverton will vote,
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keeping in mind their summer
enjoyment of Silverton’s beautiful
shoreline and how special Colleen’s
Beach Park is to that experience.
We hope the next Silverton
Mayor and Village Council will
return to a cooperative, community-
building approach with all the
charitable organizations that make
Silverton such a great place,
including Haven for Ecology which
provides Colleen’s Beach Park for
public recreational use.
Lorna Visser, Executive Direc-
tor, Haven for Ecology
New Denver

It was never about
protecting veterans

Interesting response from
counsellor Colin Moss to my letter
where he talks about Facebook likes.

As the veteran being disrespected
in the conversation, I really care very
little that there were 400 Facebook
likes.

This was the minimum bar for
success. ..

. and here is where we are
next to the war memorial in Slocan
today...

.. so when Facebook likes are
more important than doing your job
correctly and making sure veterans
get respect, I think it’s time to step
down as a counselor.

The Legion provides a package
to painting companies so this never
happens. There’s zero excuse.

Two memorials have been
desecrated and there is no plan
for remediation. I think that’s
unconscionable.

The New Denver Memorial was
88 years old.

Also having the memorial only be
monolingual is super cringe.

As a longtime Legion member
I’'m confused and disgusted by what’s
happened here especially the tire track
in Slocan.

What happened on Facebook is
irrelevant. That’s a video game and
this is the real world.

You need to go stand at Harold
and Park and peek at it through a
veteran’s eyes instead of just chat
about it online.

Run your hands over the white tire
track embedded in the road surface
and see how you feel.

I just wondered why any of us
bothered to serve. That’s where I am
when I look at it.

When Facebook pollutes your
community discussions where you
can’t have real ones anymore it’s time
to get your leaders off Facebook.

Facebook likes are irrelevant.

There’s a real-world failure on the
ground right now and there are real
people who aren’t just online accounts
that did this to our communities.

Also, I’ve been to Trail and
seen the aftermath of that veterans
crosswalk so it’s probably time to stop
bringing it up.

What speaks volumes about
the Trail crosswalk is that it’s
environmentally eroded between
two churches right in the middle of
the downtown core.

It was never about protecting
veterans.

Once the paint is on the ground
incorrectly, Facebook likes no longer
matter. Both memorials need to be
repainted to be respectful to veterans.

If a contractor came and did
something incorrectly at your
home, there would be avenues for
remediation. I don’t know why we
don’t shift the decimal point and look
at it this way as a community.

My leaders really need to quit
telling me Facebook matters in this
conversation. As a veteran, I don’t
see how it does.

I don’t even have a Facebook.
I’'m an adult.

Seriously, put your phone down
and get offline and go look at what’s
happened in our communities. I’ll
just shake my head every time I go
to Slocan.

When you take money from a
community, there’s a promise that
you’re gonna do things correctly and
you didn’t. So it’s not just about the
painting company.

There is a name at the bottom
of the collection poster for who is
responsible. That name needs to
stop telling me about what Facebook
does. Get him to drive out to Slocan
and look at the tire track instead of
talking to me.

I’m seriously exhausted with
this talking about a failure to support
veterans in our community anyway.

At a bare minimum, somebody
needs to be responsible for fixing the
tire track in Slocan.

There will never be a day this is a
correct or respectful installation. No
number of Facebook likes can change
this reality. Facebook is a video game
designed to addict children. Seriously
stop running a country with it.

The 400 likes need to go down
to Harold and Park and have a look
at what they like; I expect that’s not
possible because they’re probably all
Al bots anyway.

I really desperately hoped
somebody might meet me in the real
world on this issue. Especially since
I’ve provided street addresses for
where the problems are.
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This is not an online conversation.
Facebook doesn’t matter here. What
matters is the physical tire track on
the road through the memorial in
Slocan, and the terrible, terrible way
the Maple leaf was painted in New
Denver.

The way they are painted directly
desecrates the Canadian flag. That’s
not a Facebook conversation. The flag
is on the real ground. Not a digital
ground.

A lot of this would’ve been
avoided by taking a road trip out to
Trail and seeing how bad the Trail
crosswalk looked but when you won’t
put your phone down and get in the
real world, nothing changes.

Seriously, 400 likes on something
is a joke. I have more followers on
Gander than our census count in New
Denver. Facebook cannot be a pulse
check for community agency. This is
just not realistic.

That’s a conversation that sets the
table with rotten food every single
day. Once again, the tire track is real
and exists right through the middle
of the memorial. That’s what they’re
liking.

My tax dollars really shouldn’t
go towards our people in government
spending time on Facebook anyway,
so I’'m really disappointed.

That was a conversation that
wasted our tax dollars during a city
council meeting.

This is a real-world problem not
a social media problem. The paint
exists in the physical world, not
a digital world. I think people are
confused about where to talk about
this problem.

Ceridwen Anwell
Slocan Valley
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Questions remain as CBT transfers broadband internet assets to
CityWest in Prince Rupert

by Rachael Lesosky, Local
Journalism Initiative reporter

In February, the Columbia
Basin Trust (CBT) announced
that the ownership and operation
of its broadband assets would
move to CityWest, an established
telecommunications provider based
in Prince Rupert and owned by the
municipality.

Though CBT and CityWest
have said that the network will
continue to operate on an open-
access basis, local internet service
providers (ISPs) have concerns
about the changeover from a Crown
corporation to a for-profit company
located outside of the Basin.

“We’re not unhappy that
CityWest is coming in and offering a
service,” Isaac Maxfield, Executive
Director of Kaslo infoNet Society
(KiN), a non-profit ISP, told the
Valley Voice.“What we’d like to do
is just make sure that the revenues
that are generated from that service
continue to have an impact in that
community.”

Since 2011, CBT’s broadband
assets have been managed by
Columbia Basin Broadband
Corporation (CBBC). In that
time, CBBC has activated 1,285
kilometres of fibre optic cable
across the Basin. The network
provides key connection points
for ISPs, which has enhanced
service for public and institutional
services and more than 20,000 rural
households.

CityWest differs from CBBC
in a big way, said Maxfield. CBBC
is a wholly-owned subsidiary of
CBT, which is a Crown corporation.
CBBC operates as a delivered
benefit to the Basin, meaning cost
recovery is the main goal, he said.
CityWest, on the other hand, is a
commercial business.

Though CityWest has said
the network will continue to be
open-access, supporting multiple
ISPs, Maxfield said changing the
provider from a neutral Crown
corporation to acommercial service
provider changes the nature of open
access considerably.

As an example, Maxfield said
that if KiN were to use the private
fibre network owned by Telus,
the non-profit society would need
to charge its customers more for
providing service.

“Transferring this asset to
CityWest means that KiN will need

to pay [the City of] Prince Rupert
— CityWest’s single shareholder —
for the privilege of serving Basin
residents, on Basin fibre, built
with Basin’s endowment and other
public funds,” said Maxfield.

It’s not yet known what
CityWest’s pricing will be once
the transition is complete, he said.

Shortly after the transition was
announced in February, Maxfield
sent a letter to the RDCK board,
asking it to engage with CBT and
CityWest to ensure the transition
protects the interests of RDCK
communities and the public
investments that built the network.

“When revenue leaves
a community, it doesn’t come
back,” Maxfield wrote in the
letter, dated February 26. “Every
dollar that flows to a corporate
headquarters in a distant city is a
dollar lost to the local economy
— lost wages, lost local spending,
lost tax base. For communities
already contending with limited
economic opportunities, this
leakage compounds over time.”

Partnerships with regional
districts and communities are part

of CityWest’s model, so it’s notable
that one is missing in the agreement
with CBT, said Maxfield.

The Connect Coast Project is
a partnership between CityWest
and Strathcona Regional District.
It brings high-speed internet to
rural and remote communities
along coastal BC, Haida Gwaii,
and Vancouver Island. The
Gitga’at Development Corporation
partnered with CityWest to jointly
manage a leg of the Connected
Coast Project, between Hartley Bay
and Kitamaat Village.

The CityWest Haida
Communications Corporation
is a new partnership between
the Council of the Haida Nation,
Skidegate Band Council, Old
Massett Band Council, and
CityWest. Communities on Haida
Gwaii will receive a share of the
company’s profits, and the fibre-
to-the-home network will be owned
by the Haida Nation and powered
by CityWest’s fibre-optic services.

CityWest has also partnered
with several municipalities.
CityWest owns and operates the
infrastructure, while the community

creates a board of directors to
determine connectivity needs. A
portion of profits goes back into the
community.

Maxfield sees this piece
missing from the transaction
between Columbia Basin Trust and
CityWest. Though CBT will receive
ayet undisclosed revenue share, it’s
not clear if a similar partnership
will be formed in the Basin. And
without a governance framework,
Maxfield said revenue from Basin
communities can essentially
fund expansion elsewhere in the
province.

“Somehow the Basin, with a
historical problem of profit going
one place without a say, has created
the exact scenario,” said Maxfield,
whose grandfather was a doctor in
the Arrow Lakes region when the
dams were built. “We’ve seen the
full pattern happen and it’s hard to
watch it happen again in real time.”

The RDCK board of directors
noted this too, when it passed a
motion in March to engage with
CBT and CityWest around a shared
governance framework.

“Because we put some of

our financial resources towards
building this network, it is a prudent
and necessary ask that we put
forward now: that we get that kind
of shared framework so when these
decisions — around access, around
priority for resolution, or around
fee setting — happen, there is a local
body for discussion,” said City of
Nelson Director Keith Page when
he proposed the motion during
the March board meeting. “And
then that way we can protect these
[ISPs] that have developed over
time and created such value for our
communities.”

CityWest will appear before the
RDCK board during its September
24 regular meeting.

“KiN is an involved party, but
we’re also community members
that have a deep understanding
and a care for this particular type
of technology in this particular part
of the world,” said Maxfield. “All
we’re really kind of clamouring for
is a better sense of governance and
ensuring that the revenues collected
by the Basin are spent to the Basin’s
benefit.”
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Columb1a Basin Trust releases 2025/26 Annual Report

submitted by Columbia Basin Trust

Columbia Basin Trust (CBT) has
released its 2025/26 Annual Service
Plan Report. The Trust delivered $105
million in direct benefits across the
Basin, including $81 million in grants
and initiatives and $24 million invested
through business loans, broadband
infrastructure, commercial real estate and
other investment activities.

Working with residents, non-profits,
local governments, First Nations and
businesses, the Trust supported over
2,700 projects through 62 programs and
initiatives, including 15 new initiatives

submitted by BCSTA

Every decision about how a local
school handles a tight budget, a
full classroom, or student resources
begins with school trustees. As British
Columbians prepare to head to the
polls on October 17 to vote for their
community’s next trustee, the BC

aligned with the Trust’s Columbia Basin
Management Plan 2024-2034.

“The achievements highlighted
in this report belong to residents and
communities throughout the Basin,”
said Johnny Strilaeff, CBT President
and CEO. “Our role is to manage the
Trust’s assets responsibly so we can
continue supporting the efforts of people
and communities, now and for future
generations.”

The Trust reported revenues of
$113.6 million and an annual surplus of
$42.6 million. Financial results included
$42 4 million in gains on financial assets,
primarily reflecting higher-than-usual

School Trustees Association (BCSTA)
is calling on passionate, community-
minded residents across the province
to put their names forward for one
of the most consequential and least
understood roles in local government.

School trustees are locally elected
representatives who govern their local

realized gains from the sale of investment
assets. While these gains are part of
normal investment activity, results at this
level are not expected to recur. Higher-
than-expected revenues also enabled the
Trust to increase funding for grants and
initiatives to $81 million.

Residents were invited to learn more
about the year’s results at the Trust’s
Annual General Meeting on September
10 in Rossland and online via Zoom. A
free community BBQ with Trust staff and
Board members followed.

The 2025/26 Annual Service Plan
Report is available at ourtrust.org/
annualreport.

boards of education. Together, they set
the strategic direction for their school
district, approve and balance budgets,
establish policies, and ensure that
every student receives a high-quality,
equitable education.

It is a role with real responsibility.
Trustees are accountable to their

Recreation Grant Applications
Electoral Area H, New Denver & Silverton -
Recreation Commission No. 6

Non-profit recreation groups can submit their grant-in-
aid applications to the Recreation No. 6 Commission by
Thursday, September 17,2026 at 4:00pm PDT.

The Recreation No. 6 public meeting to review
applications is scheduled for
October 1, 2026 at 7:00p.m PDT

online via Zoom.

For more information and meeting
details visit rdck.ca/recgrants or
scan the QR Code.

rdck.ca
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CBT President & CEO Johnny Strilaeff (right) and Board Chair Susan Clovechok (left) presented
highlights from the Trust's 2025/26 Annual Service Plan Report at the Annual General Meeting in
Rossland on September 10.

BC children need you: BCSTA calls on community leaders to run
for school trustee

communities for decisions ranging
from staffing, budgets, resources,
and capital planning to Indigenous
education, student mental health
supports, and long-term facilities.
It demands integrity, curiosity, and
a genuine commitment to public
education as a democratic institution.

“Being a school trustee is one
of the most rewarding roles you can
take on in your community. Every

PELIONMARK
RESTORATIONS LTD.
Design-Build Renowvations
Home Additions

Upgrades and Repairs

RESIDENTIAL £ COMMERCIAL

Kitchens + Bathrooms * Full Reno
Siding » Windows and Doors
Finish Carpentry = Tile Work
Drywall = Finishing = T-Bar
Grounds = Lawn = Property Care
Pressure Washing

Slocan Valley, Mew Derver

Silverton, Makusp, Melson
Castlegar, Trail, Balfour..,
Na runaround. Mo half-finished

rk, Get Fast

Lompletion

jobs. Just solic
Response, Pricing

CALL / TEX'T: 778-840-3879

DEomars. g

decision you make has a direct impact
on students, on the quality of their
education, the safety of their schools,
and the opportunities available to
them,” said Carolyn Broady, Past
President of BCSTA and School
Trustee, West Vancouver Schools.
“Trustees are often unseen champions
of public education, and this work
truly matters.”

“What I would say if you're really
considering this role is that you must
go in open-minded,” added Broady.
“Don’t come in with a single issue
or one thing you want to change or
solve; the job is bigger than that. To
serve your community properly, you
need to be there thinking critically
and working for every family and
every student in your community. The
impact we have as school trustees is
creating the best opportunities for
every child and ensuring they belong.”

In a recent statement, the BCSTA
thanked every potential candidate for
considering this important role, and
wrote: “Your commitment to public
education, to your community, and
above all to BC’s students is what
makes this work matter.”

The BCSTA has also developed
resources to support people interested
in running. Visit besta.org/elections to
learn more.

* Notary Service
o Wills & POAs
o Estate Solicitor

Kokanee Law

* Family Law Agreements

THERIN J. RHAINTRE
Lawyer & Mediator
admin@kokaneelaw.ca

250-505-9563

+ Contract negotiation

* Mediation
« Alternative Dispute
Resolution
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Longest-standing Area H Director Walter Popoff bids farewell

by Jan McMurray

RDCK Area H Director Walter
Popoff will not seek re-election
in the upcoming October 17 local
government elections, ending
his 18-year tenure as the Slocan
Valley’s local elected official and
representative on the Regional
District board of directors. Popoff
is the longest-standing Area H
director yet.

“I liked every aspect of
being Area H director,” Popoff
told the Valley Voice in a recent
interview, “and I like to think that
I addressed the good, the bad, and
the unmentionable aspects of my
job with respect to all.”

Director Popoff served five
terms. He ran unsuccessfully in two
elections before he won the seat in
2008, when he won the race against
two others. He was re-elected in
2011, coming out on top against
just one other contender. For the
next three elections, Popoff was re-
elected by acclamation — no other
candidate put their name forward.

But at this point, Popoff says he
cannot commit another four years
to the job. “It is time for me to
retire, concentrate on my health and
spend more time with my family.”

He offers some advice for the
nextdirector. “Of utmost importance
is community engagement, and
respectful and timely responses to
all residents’ concerns,” he said.
“Keep your campaign promises and
please ensure that we continue to
enjoy the Slocan Valley lifestyle.”

Popoff says he followed through
on the two main commitments he
made during his 2008 campaign:
to not proceed with an official
community plan for the south
valley, and to adopt the already
drafted official community plan
for the north valley if he found the
residents supported it. He consulted
with north valley residents right
away, and was convinced of their
support for the OCP.

He did not go ahead with an
OCP in the south because there
was a petition at the time with
approximately 1,500 signatures of
south valley residents who were
against planning.

Popoff was familiar with the
anti-planning sentiment in the
valley, as he had sat on the Area
H Advisory Planning Commission
from 1980 to 1984. “We introduced
the first OCP, proposed for all of
Area H, and that resulted in the
major ‘Can the Plan’ protest,” he

recalled. “Obviously, we did not
adopt the plan.”

And that wasn’t his only
volunteer experience for RDCK
Area H before becoming elected.
Popoff served again on the Advisory
Planning Commission from 1988
to 1993, and served on the fire
service commission responsible for
establishing the three initial Area H
fire halls — in Winlaw, Passmore,
and Crescent Valley.

Popoff was encouraged by a
former Area H director to run for
the job in 1999, but he waited until
he retired from his job at Telus to
run for election. He says his Telus
career provided him with a good
background for the Area H director
position.

“My engineering job with Telus
provided me the opportunity to get
to know the area better from Trout
Lake, Edgewood through to South
Slocan, and everything in between.
T always said if you had a telephone
line and lived in the rural area
described above, over my 28-year
career with BC Tel/Telus, I was in
front of your residence at one time
or another.”

Popoff is particularly proud of
his achievements on the parks and
trails file. Under his directorship,
the Galena Trail and the Winlaw
Regional and Nature Park have
seen significant improvements,
and Crescent Valley Beach Park

and the Rosebery to Summit Lake
trail network were established.
The Campbell Field property
was donated to the RDCK, and
planning and development of a
regional park is ongoing. Popoff
also worked with the community
of Krestova, which raised funds to
purchase land traditionally used by
local and regional residents as an
ecologically sensitive park.

But of course there were also
some hard times. “Some of the
unfortunate and heartfelt events
where I wished I could do more
to help the impacted residents of
the Slocan Valley were the Lemon
Creek fuel spill and all the wildfires
that resulted in evacuation of
residents,” he said.

As he reflects on his years of
service as RDCK Area H director,
Popoff acknowledges the immense
support he has had. “I would like to
thank everyone who supported me
for the 18 years, and a special thank
you to community members who
volunteered their time to be on Area
H commissions and committees —
and on the not-for-profit societies
in Area H, who make the Slocan
Valley a great place to live and
recreate. Also, a huge thank you
to RDCK staff for their support in
making my work a reality. It takes
teamwork to get the job done, and
I’ve had an excellent team.”

Slocan Valley

Wheelbarrows, lawn rakes,
shovels, gardening tools.
Soils, manures, fertilizers.

lawn mowers, tillers and other
fun garden toys
Fencing, posts, gates,
corral panels.
Kootenay’s largest
supplier

Wood pellets by the bag
Bird food & feeders

hardware

HOME HARDWARE

Come see us and order your new

5763 Hwy 6, Winlaw
250-226-7771
Open 9 - 5:30, closed Sundays & Mondays

Straw and second
cut Alfalfa bales

SUMMER IS HERE

River floatees, beach toys,
sunhats, sunscreen, canning
supplies, garden seeds,
sprinklers and hoses.

Make your place fire smart,
chainsaws,weed wackers,
watering supplies.

Dog & Cat Food and
Farm Animal Feed

Shavings

©pentoz5:30)
cllose] Sumckys &

PHOTO COURTESY: WALTER POPOFF

Walter Popoff's 18-year tenure as Area H Director is coming to an end. He will not run for
re-election on October 17.

Kevin Shaw

intends to run for Area H Director.

I'd like to hear any concerns and questions you may have
regarding Area H. | look forward to seeing you at an informal

MEET & GREET

Sunday, September 13 | 6-8 pm

Crescent Valley Community Hall
1385 Highway 6, Crescent Valley
Contact: VoteKevin.AreaH@outlook.com
On Facebook, search "Kevin Shaw for Area H Director"

Authorized by Kevin Shaw, Financial Agent, VoteKevin.AreaH@outlook.com
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Outgoing Slocan mayor Jessica Lunn reflects on 18 years of pubhc service

by Rachael Lesosky, Local
Journalism Initiative reporter

After 18 years on Slocan council —
12 of those as mayor — Jessica Lunn is
stepping down from local government.

“Eighteen years is a significant
portion of a life,” Mayor Lunn told the
Valley Voice. “It has been an incredible
privilege to have people place their
trust in me for that long. I don’t take
that lightly.”

Lunn said it was a hard decision,
since she genuinely loves the work.

“Every election, I’ve done a bit
of a gut check,” she said. “Do I still
have the energy for this? Am I still
contributing something useful? Am I
still the right person for the role? Until
now, the answer has always been a
clear yes.”

This time, the answer wasn’t
exactly ‘no.’

“It was more a sense that it was
time to make space,” said Mayor
Lunn. “Part of leadership is knowing
when to step forward and when it’s
time to step back and make room for
other people.”

Slocan has a history of women in
leadership. The Village elected its first
woman mayor, Emilie Popoff, in 1946.
When Lunn joined council in 2008,
she became part of Slocan’s — and
BC’s — first all-female council.

“Which, as I understand it, was
likely the only second all-female
council in Canada,” she said. “That
was my introduction to elected
office, so perhaps I started with a
slightly different idea of what political
leadership looks like!”
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GROCERIES
GRAB-N-GO LUNCH
OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK

Over the 18 years since, Lunn
said she’s proud of how Slocan’s
leadership has worked to make the
Village a better place. She quoted
the Village’s vision in its Official
Community Plan: “a flourishing
village where people are connected
to nature and each other.”

“I think that captures what we’ve
been working towards for a long
time,” she said. “You can see it in the
investments we’ve made in public
spaces.”

In her time on council, the
Village has championed k’m’qin’
Headwaters, the affordable housing
development; Slocan Beach Park,
the Owl Walk, Expo Field, and the
multi-use court; expansion of Springer
Creek Campground; investments in
Village infrastructure; and the in-
progress Harold Street Beautification
Project.

“I’'m enormously proud of the
councils I’ve been part of,” said Lunn.
“None of this is the accomplishment of
one mayor or council. It has been built
over many years by councils, staff,
volunteers, community organizations,
partners, and residents.”

Mayor Lunn said she’s particularly
proud of the Village’s purchase of the
old mill site — 20 acres of waterfront
in the heart of Slocan that now belongs
to the community.

“That’s an extraordinary
opportunity to continue shaping a
village around people, connection, and
our relationship with this incredible
place,” she said.

The Slocan Sawmill was closed
and dismantled during Lunn’s first
year on council, which could have
been the start of a story of decline.

“Instead, we had to pivot towards
possibility and ask, what could Slocan
become now and into the future? And
there is so much potential!” she said.

But the biggest accomplishment,
Lunn said, has been the trajectory of

the community.

“We’ve learned being small
doesn’t mean we have to think
small,” she said. “We’ve pursued
opportunities, attracted investments,
and tried to be thoughtful about what
will make this an even better place
to live in 10, 20, 50 years... When
I look at Slocan today, I'm proud
of the individual projects. But I'm
probably proudest that they add up to
something bigger: a community that
has continued to invest in itself and
in places that bring people together.”

Eighteen years in public office
hasn’t been without its challenges,
said Mayor Lunn, including balancing
a day job in social policy with the
Province and raising a family. There
have been difficult periods — the mill
closure, the COVID-19 pandemic,
wildfires and evacuations — and many
smaller challenges that never made
headlines but mattered deeply to the
people affected.

Lunn said one of the harder things
has been online chatter, and how easily
people can tear one another down from
the sidelines.

“Criticism and disagreement
are important,” she said. “Elected
officials should be questioned and held
accountable. But there’s a difference
between challenging an idea or a
decision, and diminishing the people
behind it... We are all human — we
need to lift each other up!”

The Slocan Valley is a community
of communities, said Lunn, and there
are so many people doing good things
— volunteering, serving on councils
and boards, organizing events, running
businesses, creating opportunities, and
simply showing up. Something good
happening in one community is good
for the rest.

“Nobody is going to get everything
right,” she said. “But if we want good
people to keep stepping forward, I
think we need to create a culture that

S
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Roll Number: #164000

nt Tax

Slocan, BC, VOG 2C0

ﬂt Corporation of the Village of Slocan
- Notice of 2026 Tax Sale

The following property will be sold at the Annual Tax Sale

on Monday, September 28", 2026 at 10:00 a.m. at the Village
of Slocan, Municipal Office, 503 Slocan Street, unless

with interest id prigr to th le:

Street Address: 707 Harold Street
PIDs: 016-309-481, 016-309-499, 016-309-502
Lots 16-18, Block 23, Plan NEP496, DL 292

Property transfers resulting from municipal tax sales are

subject to tax under the Property Transfer Tax Act.
~ Michelle Gordon, Chief Administrative Officer
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After 18 years of publlc service, Slocan mayor Jessma Lunn WI|| not seek re-election th|s fall.

supports participation, rather than
discouraging it... We need to celebrate
one another’s successes, support
the people who are trying to make
things better, and recognize that our
communities are stronger when we
support one another.”

‘Stay curious’

Mayor Lunn’s advice for those
thinking of running for office? Run!

“If part of you is asking, “Who
am I to do this?,” turn that question
around: Why not you?!” she said.
“You don’t need to know everything
before you run. You need to care about
your community, be willing to learn,
do your homework, listen, ask good
questions, and be prepared to make
decisions when there isn’t a perfect
answer.”

Leadership also doesn’t look one
way. Lunn describes herself as an
introvert.

“You don’t have to be the loudest
or most outgoing person in the room to
lead,” she said. “Listening, observing,
thinking deeply, asking questions, and
making room for other people’s ideas
are leadership skills, too.”

Mayor Lunn also encourages
those who are new to the community

to consider putting their names
forward. It’s not just those who were
born in the area or have lived here for
decades who care deeply about the
community. Everyone is here — one
way or another — because they love it.
The Village needs people who know
its history, and people who bring fresh
eyes and new ideas.

“I’ve learned that we are smarter
as a whole than any one of us is
individually,” said Lunn. “When
the council table is a safe place to
put an idea out there, to challenge
each other respectfully, and to really
chew on something together — good
ideas become better ideas, and good
decisions become better. That’s when
a little bit of magic can happen.”

“Stay curious,” she continued.
“Be confident enough to say, ‘I don’t
know.” Be willing to change your
mind when you learn something new.
The person across the table who sees
something differently may be seeing
something you’ve missed. You don’t
have to arrive with all the answers.
(Actually, it may be better if you
don’t!) Bring your perspective. Bring
your willingness to learn and to work.
Bring your love for the community.
And give ita go!”
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StellerVista Credit Union awards more than $25,000 to local
students through expanded StellerStudent program

submitted

As students across the region
head back to school this September,
StellerVista Credit Union is
celebrating another kind of return
to the classroom: more than $25,000
in StellerStudent awards provided
to local students pursuing their next
chapter in education and training.

Two of the students receiving
support this year are from the Slocan
Valley: Jeremy Sauer and Bryce
Sheloff.

This year marks a major milestone
for the growing program. For the first
time, StellerStudent awards were
offered across the West Kootenay
and Boundary region, with $10,000
in awards going to students from the
Slocan Valley, Castlegar, and West
Boundary. The expansion builds
on success in the East Kootenay,

Guardians of

submitted by Neighbours United

Guardians of the Old Growth, an
immersive backcountry experience
taking place September 25-27, 2026,
will weave together citizen science,
spiritual reflection, and hands-on
environmental stewardship. Sponsored
by Elemental Journeys, the Osprey
Community Foundation, Neighbours
United, and Onward Up, the gathering
marks the sixth anniversary of the BC
Old Growth Strategic Review (OGSR)
and advocates for the permanent
protection of ancient forests.

The event will take place in the

where the StellerStudent program
was formally launched in 2023
and has now supported students
in Cranbrook, Fernie, Sparwood,
Elkford, and throughout the region
for four consecutive years.
StellerVista created the program
after taking a fresh look at what
education — and opportunity — actually
looks like for families in rural BC.
While traditional student award
programs focus heavily on academic
achievement and university pathways,
StellerVista wanted a program that
recognized a much broader range of
students, ambitions, and ways to build
a successful future right here at home.
“Education has changed, and
the paths young people are taking
have changed with it,” said Jeff Fero,
Director, Marketing and Community
Engagement of StellerVista Credit

Union. “We see our members heading
to universities and colleges, but
we also see them entering trades
programs, technical schools and other
forms of specialized education and
training. The StellerStudent program
was designed to recognize that there
is more than one way to learn, more
than one way to succeed, and more
than one way to build a future.”

For StellerVista, the program
is also an investment in the long-
term strength of rural communities.
Students pursuing education
and training today will become
the tradespeople, professionals,
entrepreneurs, technicians, healthcare
workers, business owners and
community leaders who help shape
the Kootenay and Boundary for years
to come.

“As a credit union, we talk a lot
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Jeremy Sauer (left), StellerStudent award
recipient.

about keeping opportunity local and

helping our communities grow,” Fero

said. “Supporting students is one of

the most direct ways we can do that.”
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Bryce Sheloff (left), StellerStudent award
recipient.

StellerVista plans to continue
building the program and helping
more students across the region invest
in what comes next.

the Old Growth unites science, spirit and stewardship

Russell Creek watershed of the Slocan
Valley —aregion identified by the OGSR
as a high-priority deferral area that
still lacks permanent legal protection.
Participants will be guided off-trail
through at-risk stands to learn ecological
identification skills, map old-growth
indicators, and practice wilderness
navigation. Integrated mindfulness
practices and Leave No Trace principles
will deepen connection to the landscape.
Featured facilitators include Keenan
Dennehy from the forestry mapping
initiative 4theloveofbc.ca and Andrea
Fox from the public eco-education
initiative Elemental Journeys.

“Old-growth forests are far more
than timber; they are sacred ecosystems
vital to climate resilience, biodiversity,
and community well-being,” says
organizer Andrea Fox. “They support
mental health and regional tourism by
providing unique spaces for healing,
reflection, and connection. We urge
political leaders to pass long-term
legislation that permanently protects
these natural treasures before they are
lost.”

“Six years after the OGSR
recommended immediate deferrals,
priority forests remain under threat,”
Neighbours United stated in the press

“Echoe of the Forest,” Russell Creek group plcture 2025 event.

release announcing the event.

The campaign echoes province-
wide calls to secure lasting protection,
directly supporting Neighbours
United’s initiative for a provincial
Biodiversity and Ecosystem Health
Law. In particular, the event highlights
the uncertainty surrounding temporary

deferral areas — including Russell Creek
and coastal regions like Fairy Creek. As
deferrals near expiration, leaders are
challenged to turn temporary pauses
into permanent conservation.

For more information and to
register, contact Andrea Fox at fox.
elementaljourneys@gmail.com.

Household Hazardous

Waste Round-Up Event

RECYCLE
.l caNaDaz

SILVERTON

Village Office, 421 Lake Avenue

Sunday September 20, 2026
11:00 am - 2:00 pm

Please note that this is for
RESIDENTIAL HHW MATERIALS ONLY

praducteare Y[ pamsionge epraé

For more information visit

rdck.ca/hhwevents
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Nakusp council, August 24: Conflict of interest policy tabled

by Rachael Lesosky, Local
Journalism Initiative reporter

Council has been asking for
clarity when it comes to conflicts
of interest. Staff presented a new
policy, but council tabled it until the
September meeting to allow for more
research time.

Throughout their term, council
members have made comments
regarding the need for a policy to
elaborate and clarify the Community
Charter’s conflict of interest
provisions.

Per the Charter, conflicts of
interest can be legal or ethical,
perceived or actual, and pecuniary or
non-pecuniary in nature.

The Community Charter provides
the dos and don’ts, while the Village’s
Council Code of Conduct policy states
that council members need to be

aware of their responsibilities under
the Charter.

The proposed Conflict of Interest
Policy endeavours to define ‘ethical
conflicts of interest,” which aren’t
included in the Charter but have
affected council members this term.

As per the proposed policy,
an ethical conflict of interest may
arise “where a reasonable person
could perceive that a council
member’s private interests, personal
relationships, organizational
affiliations, outside activities, or prior
commitments could influence their
judgement or actions in carrying out
their public duties.”

Councillor Mason Hough was the
first to ask for the policy to be tabled
for more time to understand.

Mayor Tom Zeleznik and
Councillor Dolly Edwards wondered

if the definition of an ethical conflict
of interest could be included in the
Council Code of Conduct policy
instead of creating a new policy.

Deputy Corporate Officer Codie
Jones agreed that that makes more
sense. However, after the election
this fall, the incoming council will
need to review the Code of Conduct.
Jones said it may not present well
to change the Code of Conduct
right before an election, but tried to
acknowledge council’s request for
clarity by drafting this policy.

Councillor Aidan McLaren-Caux
said that the Province is planning on
developing a province-wide code
of conduct for all municipalities. If
it sticks to the timeline, he said the
Province should have it ready by the
time a new council is sworn in.

“But I think it’s important to set

"AJNAKUSP

Village of Nakusp
2026 Tax Sale

Under Part 16 of the Local Government Act, the following properties will be offered for sale by public auction to be
held Monday, September 28, 2026, at 10:00 a.m. in the Village of Nakusp Office at 91- 15t Street NW, Nakusp,
BC, unless the delinquent taxes plus interest are paid before that time.

The lowest amount for which the parcel may be sold is the Upset Price which includes delinquent, arrears, and
current taxes plus interest and penalties to the date of sale, administration fees and Land Title fees.

Payment of the Upset Price (by cash or certified cheque) must be remitted immediately. If the purchase price is
above the Upset price, the purchaser must pay the balance by 1:00 pm on the tax sale date. If payment is not
remitted, the Collector again offers the property for sale.

Folio Number PID Number Legal Description Civic Address Upset Price
LOT: 17; PLAN NUMBER: NEP494; DISTRICT LOT: 397;
553-00151.000 013-943-588 KLD 97 8™ AVE NW $8,078.22
LOT: 13; PLAN NUMBER: NEP837; DISTRICT LOT: 398;
553-00372.000 -. - X
012-253-022 KLD; (SEE 264541) 455 HIGHWAY 6 $3,056.68
LOT: 13; PLAN NUMBER: NEP837; DISTRICT LOT: 398;
553-00373.000 012-252-930 KLD; EXC PCL B (EXPL PL 173751), PCL D (SEE 26454]) 475 HIGHWAY 6 $7,493.12
LOT: 1; PLAN NUMBER: NEP7497; DISTRICT LOT: 398;
553-00429.205 013-873-130 KLD 402 3RD ST SE $21,314.89
LOT: 10; PLAN NUMBER: NEP5474; DISTRICT LOT: 397;
553-00544.105 014-506-564 KLD 95 6TH ST NW $11,810.00
LOT: 13; PLAN NUMBER: NEP5474; DISTRICT LOT: 397;
553-00544.120 12-083-51 ' ! " | 495 NELSON AVE N 1 74
012-083-518 KLD; EXC PL NEP72648 95 SO $15,666

Sale.

on receipt of Land Title Act fee.

transfer of the title.

publications.

Mark Tennant, Director of Finance/Deputy CAO
Dated in Nakusp, BC, this 10th day of September, 2026.

« The highest bidder at or above the upset price shall be declared the purchaser. If no bids are received, the
Village will be declared the purchaser.

« The purchaser has no legal rights to the property until one (1) year from the date of the Tax Sale.

« The owner has one year in which to redeem the property; paying back the upset price, plus accrued interest
on the purchase price to the date of redemption.

« At redemption, the purchaser is paid back the purchase price plus interest accrued from the date of the Tax

« Title to property not redeemed within one year from the date of the tax sale will be transferred to the purchaser
« The purchase of a Tax Sale property is subject to tax under the Property Transfer Tax Act on the fair market

value of the property and the purchaser will be responsible to pay the Property Transfer Tax at the time of the

The Village of Nakusp makes no representation, express or implied, as to the condition or quality of the properties
being offered for sale. Prospective purchasers are urged to inspect the properties and make all inquiries to local
and other governments to determine the existence of any bylaws, restrictions or other conditions which may affect
the value of suitability of the property.

This notice is published in accordance with Section 647(1) of the Local Government Act and is the first of two

up the next council for success in
avoiding real and perceived conflicts
that impede their ability to be effective
in these roles — and particularly to
maintain public confidence for council
members to fulfill their roles without
bias or preferential treatment,” said
Councillor McLaren-Caux.

He alluded to council members’
organizational affiliations and outside
activities, which have raised some
public concerns this term. When is
it appropriate for council members
to be part of outside organizations?
There ought to be mechanisms in a
policy to manage this — and ways to
enforce them.

Councillor Tina Knooihuizen
said she would like definitions and
very clear guidelines for conflicts of
interest, especially when it comes to
perceived vs. actual conflict.

The topic will return to council
during the September 28 meeting.

Fairness during
the election period

Along the same lines was a report
from staff with recommendations for
promoting fairness during the election
period.

The first recommendation is for
council members to temporarily
refrain from submitting reports

on their activities during council
meetings. This is to ensure incumbent
candidates do not intentionally or
inadvertently promote their candidacy
during meetings.

The second suggestion was
asking the mayor to be vigilant
about observing and enforcing the
rules governing public comments.
The mayor must ensure questions
are restricted to topics on the printed
agenda and that no debates happen
between council members and the
public. The mayor must also ensure
that questions are truly questions, and
not statements of opinions.

Permissive tax
exemptions

Six organizations, including three
churches, will receive permissive tax
exemptions in 2027. The total amount
of exemptions is estimated at a little
over $18,000.

The Village received six
applications and evaluated each
against the criteria of the Permissive
Tax Exemption Policy and the
Community Charter.

The Kinship Connection is the
only organization that will receive a
100% exemption.

continued on page 15

Household Hazardous

Waste Roud-Up

NAKUSP

Nakusp & District Community Complex
200-8" Ave NW

Saturday September 19, 2026
11:00 am - 2:00 pm

Due to the volume and variety of items collected at this event,
there may be some wait time for service.

Arrow & Slocan Lakes Community Services is accepting
donations at the event.
(Good dated non-perishable foods and/or monetary donation only)

-
RECYCLE | .

( productcare Interch
camnoar | PREEVE 1:“‘-’“..““9" epra:«

For more information visit

rdck.ca/hhwevents
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The Old Firehall Collective
Society and the Royal Canadian
Legion will receive 50% exemptions.

Places of worship already receive
statutory exemptions for their
buildings, but not for the surrounding
lands. The Roman Catholic Church,
Pentecostal Church, and Jehovah’s
Witnesses Kingdom Hall will receive
50% reductions in the taxes for the
land around their buildings.

Permissive tax exemptions include
a break from all taxes, including
municipal, RDCK, school, hospital,
and BC Assessment Authority. The
total value of exemptions is offset
by increasing taxes for all other
properties in the Village.

Councillor Aidan McLaren-Caux
said that approving permissive tax
exemptions shouldn’t happen this
close to a municipal election. He
asked if it’s possible to do it earlier.

Director of Finance Mark
Tennant said that council can approve
permissive tax exemptions for a two-
year period.

Basin art grant

The Village will apply for the
Columbia River Basin Art Program
Grant, which provides up to $75,000
to install art that celebrates Nakusp’s
connection to the Columbia River
watershed.

If the grant application is
successful, local artists will be
encouraged to apply for the chance to
create a permanent public art display
in Nakusp.

The grant was brought to council’s
attention by the Argenta-based Boyd
Petersen Shine Collaborative during
its July 13 meeting. Collaborative
member, Spring Shine, proposed
‘Koots’ sculptures along the hot
springs source trail. The group asked
council to apply for the grant.

Though the Boyd Petersen Shine

Collaborative has an idea, the Village
will send a call-out for other artists to
submit their proposals before making
a decision.

The Public Art Policy lays out
the process for acquiring public art.
It also states that the Village can form
a public art committee to recommend
artwork and its location. There isn’t
time to form a committee before
the September 29 grant application
deadline, so council will adjudicate
the proposals, but it was interested
in forming a committee in the future.

Change in occupancy

Council gave three readings to
amendments to the Business License
Bylaw so that it better reflects the
RDCK’s Building Bylaw and the BC
Building Code — particularly when a
building changes occupancy.

‘Occupancy’ can also be
considered the use of a building, said
Deputy Corporate Officer Codie Jones
in her staff report. If a building was
previously used as a clothing store
and is now a restaurant, that means
the occupancy has changed.

The Village contracts the RDCK
to issue building permits and manage
other building-related operations
within municipal boundaries. RDCK
Building Officials must be notified
when a building changes occupancy.
The Business License Bylaw
amendments will ensure the RDCK
is notified.

For example, if the restaurant
owner applies for a business license
from the Village, but has not yet
notified RDCK Building Officials
that it’s no longer a clothing store,
the business license application would
notify the RDCK.

The RDCK may request that a
business license not be issued until
the space is compliant with the
RDCK’s Building Bylaw. The BC

continued on page 22
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VILLAGE OF NAKUSP
NOTICE OF ADVANCE VOTING

PUBLIC NOTICE IS GIVEN AS FOLLOWS:
ADVANCE VOTING DATES AND LOCATION

ONE (1) ADVANCE VOTING OPPORTUNITY will be HELD between the hours of 8:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m,,

October 7, 2026
200-8" Ave
Nakusp and District Sports Complex

ELECTOR REGISTRATION

¥ou may register at the time of voting by completing the application form available at the voting place
and making a declaration that you meet the requirements to be registered as set out below:

RESIDENT ELECTORS:
To register as a resident elector you must:
« be 18 years of age or older on general voting day, October 17, 2026;
« be a Canadian citizen,
= be a resident of British Columbia for at least & months immediately before the day of registration (at time
of voting);
« be a resident of the Village of Nakusp on the day of registration (at time of voting); and
= not be disqualified under the Local Government Act or any other enactment from voting in an election or
assent voting and not ctherwise disqualified by law.

NON-RESIDENT PROPERTY ELECTORS:

To register as a non-resident property elector you must
« be 18 years of age or older on general voting day, October 17, 20286,
« be a Canadian citizen;
= be a resident of British Columbia for at least 6 months immediately before the day of registration (at time
of voting);
= be a registered owner of real property in the Village of Nakusp for at least 30 days immediately before
the day of registration (at time of voting};
« not be entitled to register as a resident elector; and
« not be disqualified under the Local Government Act or any other enactment from voting in an election or
assent voting and not ctherwise disqualified by law.
In addition, for non-resident property electors:
» The cnly persons who are registered owners of the property, either as joint tenants or tenants in
commaon, are individuals who are not helding the property in trust for a corporation or another trust.
« If more than one individual is registered owner of the property, only one of those individuals may, with the
written consent of the majority of the individual owners, register as a non-resident property elector,

In addition, in order to register at the time of voting:

Resident electors must produce 2 pieces of identification (at least one with a signature). The idenfification
must prove both residency and identity.

Non-resident property electors must produce 2 pieces of identification (at least one with a signature) to
prove identity, proof that they are entitled to register in relation to the property, and, if there is more than one
owner of the property, written consent from the majority of the property owners.

TYPES OF DOCUMENTS THAT WILL BE ACCEPTED AS IDENTIFICATION

¥You must produce at least two (2) documents that provide evidence of your identity and place of residence,
at least one (1) of which must contain your signature. The following classes of documents will be accepted:

a) a Driver's Licence; &) a Ministry of Social Development and Economic

b} an |dentification Card such as Security Request for Continued Assistance Form SDESS,
i a photo BC services card; {now “Monthly Form EA181);
i anon-photo BC services card, f) a Social Insurance Number card, g) a Citizenship Card,

¢) an Owner's Certificate of Insurance and Vehicle 1) @ réal property tax notice;
Licence issued by ICBC i) a credit card or debit card, or

d) a BC CareCard or BC Gold CareCard; 1) LNty BN ssuoh s ectTicRy, niaturct gas;

water, telephone or cable services).
The above listed identification documents MUST be accepted by election officials. An election official may
also accept other forms of documents that provide evidence satisfactory to the election official (e.g., a valid,
current passport).
Electors who may require assistance due to physical challenges are invited to contact the Chief Election
Officer as soon as possible to facilitate their voting experience.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION ON THESE MATTERS, please contact the Election Office

Phone: 250.265.3689 Fawx: 250.265.3788
Email: cjones@nakusp.com Web: www.nakusp.com/2026elections
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“It’s about the journey to get there”: Nakusp triathlon coming July 2027

by Rachael Lesosky, Local
Journalism Initiative reporter

Mark your calendars for the
TriNakusp Triathlon on July 10,
2027.

Karolina Lamont, from Nakusp

& District Chamber of Commerce,
shared the exciting news with
Village council during its August
meeting.

“It’s a fantastic, healthy way to
welcome people into our community

so they can experience our incredible
scenery, as well as our small town
hospitality,” said Lamont.

The community has already
begun preparations, with residents
showing up every Monday,

INTERFOR

hing Value

individual rree growrh,

In partnership with the Ministry of Forest, Interfor
Corporarion is delivering a forest nurrient
management project tor selecred sives on TFL 23 in the
Selkirk Forvest District. !"uﬁding i% }111:\"1'.[&".[ l}}' the
Provincial Government through the Forest Investment
Program. The purpose of the forest nurrient
MEMIZeMent Project is [ increase carbon
sequestrarion from the armosphere by increasing

The fertilization project will be based our of Inrerfor's
Castlegar Woodlands Nakusp office. The rearment
areas are locared on the west side of Arrow Lake, and
extend from Pingston Creek in the norch o Fife Creek
in the south. Approximately 1,585 hecrares will be

Referral Notice
Interfor Corporation

2026 Aerial Forest Fertilization

BRITISH
COLUMBIA

Mutrient application is planned for the period
berween Seprember 15 — November 15, 2026, pending
suitable weacher and soil conditions. The
:l'l_'l'l'l!ltﬂtlt"l'l ~u'\"ill I,ﬂ.," L".'l'l'l'lljll"ll.'\d OVeTr w\l‘]:l! 'ﬂ-'l,"l.,'lis.
and during this period, there will be increased road
and air craffic in the vicinity of che trearment areas.
Safery signs will be posted on mainline and access
voads on acrive work sites. Aerial application of

nurrients will follow Provineial Government
standards and guid-:]incs for all npfrurinn:ﬂ Ell'lli‘.i:'.'i-

of the project.

a urea compound in the form of pellers thar will be
applied aerially to the prescribed areas.

An overview map of the rreatment areas can be
obrained by contacting David Jackson, RPFE, Interfor
Silviculture Supervisor ac:

treated across approximately 125 units. The fertilizer is  778-206-0506 or david.jackson@interfor.com

For more informarion of the BC Provincial Government Forest Fertilizarion program go o

hreps:/ fwwwz gov.be.cafassers/gov/environment/narural-resource-stewardship/nrs- climare-
ps:/) . gov . i

change/mitigation/forest-carbon-initiative/module_2_fertilization_web.pdf

WWIWE L w.En'.r:l.-'51111\'_."41;11u'ln. findustry/forest n'.."n:;L11;::1ir1;:-nl_|1'-| orest- resources/ forest-investment ~program

friend.

us always.

In Loving Memory of

Judy Steele

Judy was a loved and loving woman whose warmth, kindness,
and devotion to the people in her life will never be forgotien. She
had a remarkable way of making those around her feel cared for
and cherished, and the love she gave so freely will live on in the
hearts of everyone who knew her.

Judy is survived by her devoted husband, Doug; her children,
Brooke and Trent (Robin); her cherished grandchildren, Ella and
Mia; her sisters, Margie, Heather, Wendy, and Susan; her sister-
in-law, Heather (Dave); and her beloved dog, Sam.

Doug and Judy moved to Fauquier in 2016, where they enjoyed
the pleasant weather and mountain views. In 2018, Judy joined
the Fauquier Community Club board, and her vision and
inspiration brought the Fauguier Pavilion to life.

Above all, Judy treasured her family and the relationships she
built throughout her life. Her presence brought love, laughter,
comfort, and strength. Though she will be deeply missed, the
memories she created and the love she shared will remain with

February 1, 1950 — September 1, 2026

With deep sadness and endless love, we remember Judy Steele,
an amazing mother, daughter, sister, wife, grandmother, and

Her life was a gift. Her love
was a blessing. Her memory
will forever be treasured.

“Of atoms, we become
stars.”

Wednesday, and Friday to swim,
run, and bike together.

There will be a few categories
to support all abilities: the standard
distance for seasoned athletes;
the sprint, or half distance, for
developing athletes; relay teams for
families, friends, and groups who
wants to tackle the race together; a
kids race; and a “try-it” race, a safe
and fun option for local youth and
first timers to try out the sport in a
supportive environment.

“If you can swim a little, ride a
bike, or walk or jog a few blocks,
you have a place,” said Lamont. “It’s
all about total inclusion.

The triathlon will make use of
the whole Village. Participants will
swim along the main boardwalk,
offering a “world-class front-row
view” for spectators and families.
The bike portion will head up to the
hot springs and feature a small loop
around town, so residents can cheer
on the athletes. The run will take
place along the rail trail, to keep
participants safe and surrounded
by nature.

July 10, 2027 will also be an
all-day community celebration,
showcasing local art and featuring
family-friendly activities. At the
end of the day, athletes, residents,
visitors, and families can enjoy
a street dance party downtown,

Notice of Road Closure /
Traffic Delay

There will be traffic delays
on the Nakusp Hot Springs
Road on Sunday,
September 13th between
10 am and 3 pm. The road
will be open with an
escort through every 20
minutes. The Nakusp Hot
Springs remain open.

The Rocky Mountain
Motogiro event being held
features timed trials up
Hot Springs Road with
small vintage motoreycles.
The event is run by the
Canadian Vintage
Motoreyele Group, Rocky
Mountain Section.

in front of the brand new Nakusp
Brewery.

To ensure it’s hosted to the
highest professional standards, the
Chamber is working to sanction
the event with Triathlon BC — the
provincial governing body affiliated
with Triathlon Canada.

“We are designating this event so
that there is a sport for everybody,”
said Lamont. “We want every single
person in Nakusp who wants to be
part of this to feel welcome.”

Sanctioning includes
comprehensive insurance and risk
management, athlete and water
safety compliance, standardized
rules and officiating, and participant
waivers and day memberships.

Lamont noted that sport-tourism
is proven to have an economic impact
for the community. Over a single
weekend, the triathlon in Cranbrook
brought in 950 out-of-town visitors,
98% of which stayed overnight. It
generated over $340,000 in direct
spending, and nearing $470,000 in
total provincial economic activity.
It’s a high-yield weekend for local
businesses, she said.

The Chamber is working closely
with Arrow Slocan Tourism and the
Society for Nakusp Community
Events, and are fully committed
to working with the Village, local
emergency services, and other
community partners to “deliver a
safe, vibrant, and well-managed
event for Nakusp,” said Lamont.

“It takes a village,” she said.

Also involved are the Arrow
Lakes District Arts Council Society,
Nakusp and Area Development
Board, Old Firehall Collective,
Nakusp and Area Community Forest
(NACFOR), Nakusp and Area Youth
Network (NAYN), and Nakusp
Farmers Market.

“This triathlon is really not
just about race day — it’s about the
journey to get there,” said Lamont.
“Race day on July 10, 2027 will
simply be a celebration of this
journey.”

Get involved

Training sessions happen on
Monday (swim), Wednesday (walk/
run), and Friday (bike) at 7 am at
the marina. Email nakusptriathlon@
gmail.com for more information.

Those who would like to
participate, volunteer, get involved,
or receive updates can also reach
out to the Chamber: chamber@
nakusparrowlakes.com or 250-265-
4234,



[7)
<
X
I
>
>
)
w
=
o«
=)
o)
o
o
=
o
I
o

September 10, 2026 The Valley Voice

KASLO

17

Rural Seniors Health Summit coming to Kaslo this September

BC Seniors Advocate Dan Levitt will headline
the Rural Seniors Health Summit in Kaslo on
September 25.

submitted by Victorian Hospital of
Kaslo Auxiliary Society

Dan Levitt, the BC Seniors’
Advocate, will be the featured
speaker at the Rural Seniors Health
Summit, which will be held on Friday,
September 25 at the Kaslo Golf Club
from 1 to 3 pm. The event, hosted
by the Victorian Hospital of Kaslo
Auxiliary Society (VHKAS), is free
and open to the public.

The Summit builds on the Aging
Together Seniors Fair that took place
in April. Levitt and a panel of speakers
will continue the conversation about
the needs of seniors in Kaslo & Area
D. The special focus at this event

will be expansion of Kaslo’s long-
term care facility at the Victorian
Community Health Centre.

The Kaslo facility has 18 beds for
a population of over 850 seniors in the
area — a ratio of one bed for every 47
seniors. In contrast, Nelson’s ratio is
one bed for every 11 residents of the
city. This service disparity between
rural communities and small cities
means that people are often separated
from their loved ones as their needs
increase.

The VHKAS Hospital Expansion
Committee has been advocating for
several years for an expansion to
long-term care in Kaslo.

Village of Kaslo adopts amendments to
Official Community Plan

by Rachael Lesosky, Local
Journalism Initiative reporter

Kaslo council adopted an
updated Official Community Plan
(OCP) following the public hearing
on August 25.

The public hearing drew a
modest turnout. A new Zoning
Bylaw was also up for comment, but
will be considered for adoption at a
later date.

The OCP sets long-term visions,
goals, and policies, and provides a
framework for how the Village can
grow and change over time. Kaslo’s
OCP received a comprehensive
update in 2022, so changes this
time around were minor and did not
substantively alter the broader land
use planning or growth management
strategies, nor the community’s
vision.

The main update was to ensure
the OCP meets the legislative
requirements of provincial Bill 44,
which requires local governments to
prepare — through policy — for future
housing demands, specifically the
five- and 20-year demand outlined
in the Housing Needs Report (HNR).

Kaslo’s HNR was completed in

MIRROR LAKE
WATER USERS
COMMUNITY

Boil Water Advisory for all
users. Inform renters and
guests until further notice.

www.mlwuc.ca

2024, and the Village has the capacity
to meet the 20-year demand of 295
additional dwelling units. The HNR
doesn’t mandate that this housing
be built, just that the Village drafts
its policies to support it, should the
need arise.

Along these lines, the OCP
now supports a broader range of
housing types, including housing
for seniors, people with disabilities,
and supportive or assistive care. It
also states that zoning and business

licensing can be used to mitigate
the effects of short-term rentals, in
order to retain community character
and promote housing availability in
the Village.

The South Kaslo Development
Plan, Active Transportation Plan, and
the West Kootenay 100% Renewable
Energy Plan were also integrated into
the amended OCP.

The OCP can be viewed in the
agenda of the August 25 special
council meeting: kaslo.civicweb.net.

Health

Summit

1-3pm

More info:
vhkas353info@gmail.com

Rural Seniors

BC Seniors Advocate

Kaslo Golf Club
Friday Sept 25

Free - open to the public

Presented by:

viosBitay,
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with Dan Levitt,

and Sarah Sinclair,
Executive Director,
BC Rural Centre

Prior to being named BC’s
Seniors’ Advocate in 2024, Dan
Levitt held leadership positions in
senior-living and long-term care
homes in the Lower Mainland for
more than 10 years, and was adjunct
professor of gerontology at Simon
Fraser University. information, contact vhkas353info@

Representatives from a wide  gmail com.
range of community organizations g
will attend the Summit. VHKAS
President Tyler Dobie will present
the results of the Seniors Health and
Housing Needs survey (circulated

J%“"” Eric’s Mear /
SN

Z3m) Marker \\\\;\’&’

in spring 2026), and Sarah Sinclair,
Executive Director of the BC Rural
Centre, will explain how Kaslo is an
example of the challenges faced by
BC rural communities.

The Summit is free to all and pre-
registration is not required. For more

Hospice Society
of North Kootenay Lake

It

Death Cafe

Saturday, October 17
11:00 am

Join us for an agenda-
free event in Kaslo, where
we discuss death, dying
and mortality.

With special guest, Dr.
Trevor Janz.

Registration is required.

e & Deli 7
= " Serving Kaslo and Area since 1942"

(+ Fresh Meat Cut Daily
* Fresh & Frozen Seafood
* Freezer Packs
* Deli Sandwiches to go
* Awesome Cheese Selection
* Fresh & Smoked Sausage
* Smoked Salmon
* Awesome Beef Jerky
* Custom Cutting
N Weekly Instore Specials

425 Front Street, Kaslo
Ph/Fax: (250) 353-2436

To Register:
Email: hospice@kaslo.org
Call or text: 250-353-2299
L .
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Ancient Yew

Chinese Medicine Clinic

v (@

Acupuncture

Chinese Herbal Medicine
Massage | Cupping

Keshia Clancy
TCMP, R.Ac
250 353 3170

info@ancientyew.ca
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submitted by Hills Emergency Services
Society

A project to reduce wildfire risk
and improve the ability to respond if
necessary is set to get underway in
Hills, a provincially recognized high-
risk area for wildfire threat in the north

NEW DENVER/SILVERTON/HILLS

Hllls Fuel Reduction Project set to begin this fall

Slocan Valley.

The two areas that are part of
the project include an 88-hectare
unit extending northwest from Purdy
Road in Hills on both sides of Hwy 6,
which will see treatment this fall and
winter; and an 19-hectare unit of land

surrounding the gravel pit in south Hills,
which will not be treated this year.
Both these areas were identified
in the Community Wildfire Protection
Plan developed by SIFCo for the RDCK
in 2019.
An initial demonstration fuel

Planned Activities:

fire intensity.

burning when conditions allow —
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Helping Protect the Community of Hills from Wildfire

BONANZA CREEK FUEL TREATMENT

Wildfire Risk Reduction Operations Beginning Soon

The Ministry of Forests, through the Crown Land Wildfire Risk Reduction Program, will soon
begin active fuel management operations in Bonanza Creek Fuel Treatment Unit (FTU) 2 in the
community of Hills. The project will reduce wildfire threat, strengthen egress routes such as
Highway 6, and create defensible space.

© Understory thinning — removal of smaller diameter stems to open canopy and reduce
ladder fuels to prevent a surface fire from traveling into the canopy.

© Pruning of residual stems — removal of ladder fuels, i.e, branches on residual stems
to prevent a surface fire from traveling into the canopy.

© Surface fuel clean-up, i.e, chipping and scattering of woody debris and/or debris pile
removal of built-up fuels on the ground to reduce

© Work will commence once fire danger has decreased and appropriate conditions exist and
is expected to continue through the winter.

© Residents may see and hear crews and equipment operating in the area. For public safety,
the treatment area will be closed while active operations are underway.

Contact Information Amber Cooke, RFT

Land and Resource Coordinator — Crown Land Wildfire Risk Reduction
Selkirk Resource District - Ministry of Forests

778 364-0676 or Amber.Cooke@gov.bc.ca

BRITISH
COLUMBIA

reduction treatment on three hectares
of Hills Community Park land was
coordinated by the volunteer Hills
Emergency Services Society (HESS)
in 2022. Funded by a Columbia Basin
Trust program, the intent was to
reduce fire risk in the park area and to
demonstrate why and how this work
was done and what the result looks like.
It also included training for Hills Fire
Brigade members.

“An important thing we learned
was that wildfires spread with flying
embers that float to the ground, rarely
igniting in the crowns of trees,” said
Richard Allin, fire brigade member and
an HESS director. “So reducing ground
fuels and ladder fuels that can catch
fire and carry it into the canopy and
develop into a crown fire is major. This
same principle underlies the Firesmart
program for private properties.”

In 2023, HESS was approached by
the Ministry of Forests (MoF) and BC
Wildfire Service (BCWS) to consider
more fuel reduction work in the Hills
area. MoF’s own Crown Land Wildfire
Risk Reduction program focuses on
unallocated Crown land surrounding
small communities at high risk of
wildfire. Unallocated Crown land has
no timber harvesting mandate attached
to it. Once designated as a wildfire risk
reduction zone and receiving treatment,
it retains that designation with follow-
up assessment and maintenance, as
needed, every five years.

The treatment for the Hills project
aims to maintain the mature tree canopy
and reduce ladder and surface fuels.
Live trees over 12.5 cm are to be
retained unless marked as danger
trees, along with dead trees over 40
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cm for wildlife trees. All work is to
be completed by hand crews or small
machinery. No new roads are to be built.

Several streams and wetlands are
to be protected with buffer zones. Work
in identified migratory bird nest areas
will be restricted during nesting periods.
Popular mushroom areas have been
identified for protection.

At a well-attended community
meeting in June 2023, MoF and BCWS
representatives laid out why they
recommended this work, what it would
entail, and how it would be done. The
consensus at the end of the meeting was
to proceed with initial steps.

As planning progressed, including
field data collection and field trips
with neighbouring landowners and
members of HESS, prescription details
were worked out. Further Hills public
meetings followed in May and October
2024 and March 2025, each ending with
the decision to proceed.

Finally, a household poll was
conducted, asking the question: “Do
you support going ahead with the 2025
Ministry of Forests/BC Wildfire Service
fuel reduction proposal for Crown land
in the Hills area?” The final tally was 59
voting yes, and three voting no.

HESS has requested that MoF
staff arrange a community meeting in
Hills before work begins to introduce
the contractor who will perform the
work, go over what to expect during
the project, and answer any questions.
As well, HESS has requested that cut
small trees be set aside in manageable
lengths for firewood where possible (as
was done on the Hills Community Park
project), and that locals have access to
any available jobs.

Orchard Community
Notice Board restored

On September 1, the Friends of the Orchard Society finally installed a community notice board on
1st Avenue, close to the site of an earlier board and two of the most distinctive internment camp
structures in the neighbourhood. The crew (I to r): Phil, Ben, Anna, Gary, Julie, Geoff and Yasu.

(Not shown: Lloyd and Irene. Assisting Phil Whitfield with construction were Moonbow Rutkowsky,

Mike Shaw and David Sawatzky. Welcome advice and support came from the FOTOS board
members and Village staff members Jess Rayner and Cari Lynn Gawletz. And thanks to the
Village council for seeing the two-year approval process through to a successful conclusion.
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NEW DENVER/SILVERTON/HILLS

HomeShare in New Denver area: a
community-based housing solution

submitted

The HomeShare New Denver
project has officially launched in the
North Slocan Valley. Led by the New
Denver and Area Housing Society
with support from the Slocan Valley
Legacy Fund and RDCK REDI
grants, HomeShare New Denver
empowers residents to become part
of a community-based solution to the
local housing shortage.

The society will have a table with
information about the HomeShare
program at the Hills Garlic Festival
on September 13 at Centennial Park
in New Denver, and at the New
Denver Friday Market on September
25.

“We encourage residents to stop
by our table at these two events

HomeShare New Denver offers
a solution to homeowners with
an extra room to rent, employers
looking for staff accommodations,
renters looking for a room, or seniors
who would benefit from a helpful
tenant.

In partnership with Happipad,
a Canadian social enterprise that
helps people share homes, the
society is offering an online platform
that vets both renters and hosts,
provides background checks,
prepares appropriate legal contracts
and works to ensure compatibility
matching.

Homesharing has grown
throughout BC. One user, who has
welcomed tenants into her home
for decades, is appreciative of the
Happipad platform. “It makes the

homesharing successful,” she says.

New Denver and Area Housing
Society vice-president Kathy
Hartman is encouraged by the
positive response of community
members when they learn about the
project. “We’ve already gotten a
few individuals who are interested
in sharing their homes, and we hope
that others will give it a try.”

The society’s goal is to sign up
10 homeshares in the next year.

“I’'m impressed that homeowners
want to open their doors and get
involved with the housing shortage
in our area. It speaks to the power of
community,” says Hartman.

For more information, or to
register as a host or tenant, visit
https://www.ndahs.org/, email
ndhousingsociety @ gmail.com, or
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The following described property and improvements thereon
shall be offered for “Sale by Public Auction” at the Village of
New Denver Municipal Office, 115 Slocan Ave, on Monday,
September 28, 2026, at 10:00 am unless the delinquent taxes

LOT 23, BLOCK 19, PLAN NEP557, DISTRICT LOT 549,

LOT 1, BLOCK 55, PLAN NEP557, DISTRICT LOT 549,

to learn more about this housing
solution,” says Jan McMurray,
president of the New Denver and

Area Housing Society. talk and collection ...

screening and contracts easy, and
removes the burden of the money
it makes the
process easy to navigate and makes

call/text 250-551-3072. Stop by the
society’s table at the Hills Garlic Fest
on September 13 or the New Denver
Friday Market on September 25.

115 Slocan Avenue ¢ P.O. Box 40, New Denver, BC VOG 1S0
(250) 358-2316 # office@newdenver.ca ® www.newdenver.ca

Village of New Denver
NOTICE OF TAX SALE

and interest thereon are sooner paid:
306 6" AVE

KOOTENAY LAND DISTRICT
PID 012-549-339
UPSET PRICE; $5,781.77

1122 KOOTENAY ST

KOOTENAY LAND DISTRICT
PID 016-279-981
PID 016-279-999
UPSET PRICE; $8,358.98

VISITOR INFO

CAMPGROUNDS

Nakusp Municipal Campground - Nakusp

250-265-1061 + nakuspcampground.com

camp@nakuspcampground.com

Conveniently located downtown, three blocks from the public beach
and adjacent to the community park, which includes a tennis court,
ballparks and soccer field. Music in the Park every Wed. evening during
July &August. 42 treed sites, including 10 with power service and 16 overflow campsites. Hot
showers and sani-station. Open May to October. Reservations accepted.
westkkootenayparks.com

@msn. OTENAY
Reservations: https://camping.bcparks.ca

On the shores of Upper Arrow Lake, 16 km south of Nakusp on Hwy 6. 111 campsites, 18
electrified. Flush toilets, showers, sandy beach, boat launch, playground, day-use area,
coin-operated sani-station with potable water RV fill. Reservations and first-come, first-
westkkootenayparks.com

served available.

Q WESTKOOTENAY
Reservations: https://camping.bcparks.ca
18 km SE of Nakusp on Hwy 6. Unrivalled opportunities for fishing, boating and swimming in
this clean, cool mountain lake. Explore the Nakusp to Summit Lake rail grade. 35 campsites
by reservation or first-come, first-served.
westkkootenayparks.com @ WESTHOOT Fs‘éik
Reservations: https://camping.bcparks.ca
40 km SE of Nakusp and 5 km north of New Denver on Hwy 6. A restful escape well away
from the buzz typical of other campgrounds. Newly refreshed! 35 campsites in a beautiful
forest setting alongside Wilson Creek. Close to breathtaking Slocan Lake and the historic
Galena Trail. Hand pump water supply, accessible pit toilets, playground. Reservable and
plenty of first-come, first-served sites in peak season.

vk

campground@newdenver.ca .fcr
Open May 1 - Oct. 1. Book one of 48 sites, starting at
$30/ night. 6 sites have water & 30-amp power hookups. Accessible washroom and
coin-operated showers. Lakeside location featuring a park, beach, pump track, boat

launch, and reflection garden. Pets on a leash are welcome. Secure your spot at www.
newdenver.ca/campground.

NAKUSP

McDonald Creek Provincial Park - Nakusp

Summit Lake Provincial Park - Summit Lake

Rosebery Provincial Park - Rosebery

Centennial Park Campground — New Denver
250-358-2316 * newdenver.ca *

Silverton Municipal Campground - Silverton
250-358-2472 « silverton.ca

Silverton has one campground separated into two different
locations. Lakeside campground has 4 sites directly on the lake
and 17 sites adjacent. Creekside campground has 20 sites. >
Both can accommodate larger units and tents, with washroom and shower facilities. Book
through the Village of Silverton website.

Springer Creek RV Park & Campground - Slocan L Tt
250-355-2266 * campground@villageofslocan.ca WA
Open May 1 - Oct 15. Located at 1020 Giffin Rd., Slocan. Turn right
immediately off of Hwy 6 entrance to Village of Slocan. Full & partial

hook-ups, tenting sites, sani-dump, wheelchair-accessible washroom
and showers, Wi-Fi, cell service, pets on leash and seasonal Tourist/
Information booth. For reservations, please visit www.slocancity.com/campground.

e

Lemon Creek Pioneer Campground - Lemon Creek

250-355-2547 « info@lemoncreekcampground.ca ¢ lemoncreekcampground.ca

7680 Kennedy Rd., 9 km south of Slocan off Hwy 6. A 26-site campground with 15- & 30-amp
services. Grass and tree large tent sites. Next to the Rails to Trails line and just a 10 min.
drive to Slocan Lake Beach. Hot showers and Wi-Fi included in rates.

Kaslo Municipal Campground - Kaslo
250-353-2662 * kaslo.ca ¢ kaslocampground@yahoo.ca »
April 15-Oct. 15 (weather permitting). Fully serviced and un-serviced sites ﬁ 4
available. Sites include fire pit and picnic table. Accessible washrooms and

showers. Great downtown location close to park, beach, playground, tourist

info centre, restaurants, shopping and trails! Pets on leash welcome. Free Wi F|. 3 f ]
Woodbury Resort and Marina - Ainsworth
250-353-7717 + 1-877-353-7717

woodburyresort.com * woodburyresort@netidea.com
On the shores of Kootenay Lake with beautiful lake and

o r:'r o MARINA 7
mountain views! Motel, chalets, cabins, RV, tenting. Country store and laundromat. Great
food at JB's Pub & Restaurant. Full-service marina, with family-friendly fishing and pontoon
boat rentals, tackle shop and gas dock. Heated pool. Free Wi-Fi. Hiking, biking, swimming,
fishing, quading just outside your door. Great food at JB's Pub and family Restaurant. 4 km
north of Ainsworth Hot Springs on Hwy 31.

RESTAURANTS & ACCOMMODATIONS

Karibu Park Cottages & Campground - Winlaw
1-888-452-7428 + karibupark.com

Our picturesque property is located just off Hwy 6 in Winlaw, next to )
the Rail Trail and Slocan River. Eight fully equipped cottages and 36 -
campsites in a forest setting, 10 of which have power and water hook-ups. Hot showers,
recreation area, small beach, gardens, gazebo, spa, and Wi-Fi. Short walk to Winlaw.

Woodbury Resort and Marina - Ainsworth
250-353-7717 + 1-877-353-7717
woodburyresort.com « woodburyresort@netidea.com
On the shores of Kootenay Lake with beautiful lake
and mountain views! Motel, chalets, cabins, RV, tenting. Country store and laundromat. Great
food at JB's Pub & Restaurant. Full-service marina, with family-friendly fishing and pontoon
boat rentals, tackle shop and gas dock. Heated pool. Free Wi-Fi. Hiking, biking, swimming,
fishing, quading just outside your door. Great food at JB's Pub and family Restaurant. 4 km
north of Ainsworth Hot Springs on Hwy 31.

ey 2
£ RESORT & MARINA “#

William Hunter Cabins - Silverton

250-358-2647 « williamhuntercabins.ca

303 Lake Ave, Silverton

We have one lovely log cabin divided into two suites. All suites
feature a queen-sized bed, spacious living room with comfortable 7
sofa, bathroom including shower/bath and a kitchenette complete with a 2- burner
cook top, mini fridge, sink, microwave, toaster, coffee maker and cooking utensils.

Waypoint Restaurant & Bar che
kaslohotel.com * reservations@kaslohotel.com
250-353-7714 WAY POINT

Located inside the Kaslo Hotel, The Waypoint Restaurant ~ resTauranT 5 BAR

& Bar pairs inspired dishes with stunning Kootenay Lake views. Our menu is crafted for every
occasion—from a casual bite to something worth celebrating. Sip a cocktail or local beer on
the patio and let the scenery speak for itself. Open 7 days a week with brunch on weekends!

JB’s Marine Pub and Restaurant - Ainsworth
Call 250-353-7716 for reservations and take-out.
With a family-friendly dining area and a great little Kootenay-style pub, JB's §
is home to our famous fish & chips, hand-cut fries, burgers, and southern
fried chicken! Open Wed-Sun 3-8 pm. Take-out and off-sales available!

4 km north of Ainsworth Hot Springs on Hwy 31.

1-877-756-2262

501 Harold St, Slocan, BC }'SLOCAN cm Homi

booking@slocancityhotel.ca « www.slocancityhotel.ca

Nestled in the heart of the Slocan Valley, near the beach, this boutique hotel is a hidden gem.
The newly renovated space preserves the original charm of the historic building, featuring five
unique rooms, including one wheelchair-accessible room. The hotel also hosts The Lobby Grill
restaurant and music venue.

www.valhallainn.biz «info@valhallainn.biz U’M‘%ﬂ 2?
250-358-2228 i

Valhalla Inn is a nostalgic character inn with a variety of rooms, famlly restaurant & licensed

outdoor patio, and Odin’s Pub & Off Sales. Open 7 days a week. Breakfast, lunch, entree
specials and our in-house Chinese food! Located on Hwy 6 @ Slocan Avenue. Free Wi-Fi.

Marine Pulb
& Rostaurant

Slocan City Hotel - Slocan

Valhalla Inn - New Denver

The Paddy Shack - Nakusp

250-265-3255

The Paddy Shack, located on Hwy 6, Nakusp, is open 6 days a week

11 am-7 pm. Closed Mondays in summer (spring and fall hours vary).
Choose a homemade burger, hotdog, wrap, donair, or something equally >
delicious from our varied menu! Top off the meal with a fresh fruit milkshake or a scrumptlous
sundae. Come enjoy great food in the great outdoors!
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Think you're internet-
savvy? Let’s find out!

submitted

The internet has a lot to offer —
useful information, helpful tools,
adorable cat videos...and the
occasional scam, sketchy headline,
or too-good-to-be-true offer.

This fall, the Nelson Public
Library (with thanks to an RDCK
ReDi grant) is offering two new
programs designed to help build
the skills and confidence needed to
navigate today’s digital world:

Navigating Mis- and
Disinformation — Learn how to spot
questionable information online,
recognize common red flags, and
become a more confident consumer
of digital news and content

Online Safety for Seniors —Learn
practical tips for protecting your

personal information, recognizing
online scams, and staying safe while
using the internet

Whether you’re looking to feel
safer online or simply want to
sharpen your digital skills, these
programs are a great opportunity
to learn, ask questions and stay
informed.

The programs launch Friday,
September 18 and Wednesday,
September 23 from 2 to 3 pm,
and will take place at the Nelson
Public Library and other community
locations throughout the fall and
winter.

Look out for more details from
the Nelson Public Library! Because
the internet isn’t getting any simpler
— but you can get wiser!

COMMUNITY
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Ghosts, goblins and the Grim Reaper
dancing the night away

submitted by Slocan Lake Arts
Council

This Halloween is expected
to be super-spooky as the
creatures of the night come out
to the Halloween Howler, being
hosted by the Slocan Lake Arts
Council (SLAC) October 31.

The Silverton Memorial
Hall will be transformed for
a night of ghoulish fun and
frightening surprises with
STUBBS AND THE providing
tunes for monster mashing.
This Rossland-based “group
of five hooligans” is known for
its wild party performances and
high energy dance tunes.

A Parade of Ghouls Costume

Contest will be a highlight of
the party, with prizes for the
scariest and funniest individuals,
best group, best couple and a
People’s Choice award. The
Phantom Photobooth will be a
chance to catch ghouls in action
(using phone cameras).

This fun-raiser event will
also feature a Silent Auction
to support SLAC’s winter
programming. With each ticket
all ghouls will be treated to a
creepy cocktail (both alcohol
and alcohol-free); Halloween
snacks and candy corn; and
a playlist of dance tunes (in
between live sets) to keep all the
goblins dancing all night long.

Food concessions and a
cash bar will also be part of this
night of fiendish fun.

And to make sure all revelers
have a safe way home, SLAC
will be offering a designated
driver service.

Halloween Howler tickets
can be purchased at the SLAC
tent at Garlic Fest as well as
Silverton Building Supplies
and Raven’s Nest.

Ticket fees will be on a
sliding scale from $30 to $50
per person.

Which creepy crawler will
you be this All Hallow’s Eve?

VISITOR INFO

HOT SPRINGS

Nakusp Hot Springs, Chalets & Campground - Nakusp
www.nakusphotsprings.com * info@nakusphotsprings.com

250-265-4528 + 1-866-999-4528 u

A great way to unwind after a day of Kootenay adventures, our

naturally sourced hot spring pools are open year-round. Drop in

or stay with us; we have cedar chalets and a campground, NAKUSP
nestled in a beautiful mountain setting. Take a scenic drive up the paved Hot Springs Road
alongside the Kuskanax Creek and watch for wildlife along the way. relax ~ refresh ~ return

Ainsworth Hot Springs Resort — Ainsworth
1-800-668-1171 « ainsworthhotsprings.com A 1A v
Immerse yourself in soothing hot spring pools, venture into the ! \ INSWOI Fh
breathtaking cave, and treat yourself to exceptional spa services. Enjoy modern guest rooms
while relishing the exquisite culinary creations prepared by Executive Chef Cory Chapman.

GOLF COURSES

Slocan Lake Golf Course — New Denver

250-358-2408 « info@slocanlakegolfclub.ca ¢ slocanlakegolfclub.ca
Enjoy a round of golf at the Slocan Lake Golf Club, 2 km north of New
Denver. Open 7 days a week, no tee times required. Green fees (tax ¢
included): 9 holes - $30, 18 holes - $45. Restaurant open Wed-Fri 4-8 pm. Mon mornlng Sr
Men’s Golf; Wed — Men's Night; Thurs — Ladies’ Night. For further information, call our Pro
Shop at 250-358-2408.

Valley View Golf Course — Winlaw (¢ THEVALLEY
golfvalleyview.ca » 250-226-7421 « info@golfvalleyview.ca & “
6937 Hwy 6, Winlaw. Enjoy our scenic family-friendly 9-hole,

par 35 course with separate tees for the back nine, plus a
9-hole disc golf course. Relax at our licensed patio restaurant with stunning Slocan
Valley views. No tee times required. Rentals available for power and hand carts, golf
clubs, and disc golf discs.

Kaslo Golf Club & Clubhouse Restaurant - Kaslo

418 Pine Ave, Kaslo

Visit us at kaslogolf.org for tournament updates.

Follow us on Facebook

Clubhouse Restaurant: 250-353-3339 Dine in or take-out. Closed
Mondays, Open Tues-Thurs 11am - 2:30, Fri-Sun 11- 6:30.
Spectacular 9-hole course. Everyone welcome. Cart and club rentals available. Open daily
until end of September weather permitting. Pro Shop 250-353-2262. May-Sept: Ladies Night
- Tues 3:30 play starts at 4pm; Seniors Day — Wed (Men & Women) play start time 10 am;
Mens Night - Thursdays, play start time 4:30 pm

GALLERIES & MUSEUMS

Studio Connexion Art Gallery - Fine Art — Nakusp
250-265-8888 + 203 Fifth Ave. NW, Nakusp

2026 Summer Exhibition Series from May through September with:
Brigitte Debois (May 8-23), Francine Lanoie (May 26-June 13),
Kentree Speirs (June 16-July 4), Maureen Howard, Diane Akey
and Patti Smith (July 7-25), Charlene Duncan (Jul 28-Aug 15), Chantel Julien (Aug 18-Sep
5), Sharon Bamber (Sep 8-26). Plus other fine artists represented in this quaint gallery. Open
Tues.-Sat., 11 am-4 pm or by appointment. A Gift for Your Eyes and You...

S¥aidlio

Comserion

Hidden Garden Gallery — New Denver HIDDEMN
hiddengardengallery.ca GARDE N "
Located at 112 Slocan Avenue, across from the Village offices.  GGALLE FW

Our community gallery showcases a different regional artist every helping artists grove
week, from June 1 - September 30, 2026. The gallery is open Tuesdays through Sundays, from
10amto 3 pm. Fora complete list of upcoming shows, visit our website at hiddengardengallery.
ca or check the Valley Voice for weekly artist's receptions.

The Langham Arts Centre - Kaslo THE

thelangham.ca  info@thelangham.ca

250-353-2661 N GH AM

Located in the heart of Kaslo, The Langham is a

vibrant arts and culture centre with 2 public art galleries, a theatre and museum. Open year-
round, gallery hours are Fridays — Mondays 1 pm - 4 pm, Museum is open 7 days a week
from 9 am - 6 pm. Admission by donation.

250-358-7288 ¢ nikkeimemorial.ca * 306 Josephine St @ fal

A National Historic Site dedicated to the telling of the story of the Centre

WWII Internment of Japanese Canadians in the West Kootenays. Interpretive displays,

original internment buildings, and period artifacts. Admission rate: $9/person, $7/student
or senior, $20/family. Call for weekend tour time. Open daily May 1-Sept. 30, 10 am-5 pm.
250-916-9034 + sandonmuseum.com

]
sandonmuseum@netidea.com

Open 10 am - 5 pm; 7 days a week until Thanksgiving. Located IR X EFEIXTLL]
13 km east of New Denver in historic silver mining ghost town. Collections of stunning
photographs and fascinating artifacts. Admission: $5.00; 12 & under and members FREE.
In the brick building.

Nikkei Internment Memorial Centre National
Historic Site - New Denver

Sandon Museum & Visitors’ Centre — Sandon

Nakusp & District Museum - Nakusp

250 265 0015 * nakuspmuseum@gmail.com
92B - 6th Ave, NW, Nakusp

The Nakusp and District Museum is located in the
Centennial Building, below the Library. With over 5000 artifacts and new displays, the Museum
is an interesting way to spend some time learning the history of the area on your visit to our
beautiful Village. Open Thursday to Saturday 10 am to 2 pm. Admission $7.00, children 10
and under FREE. Yearly membership single $20.00 and family $35.00.

Lardeau Valley Historical Society Museum - Meadow Creek

museum.lvhs@gmail.com or Facebook Lardeau Valley Historical Society

13435 Hwy 31 (SE corner of Lardeau Valley Hall property), Meadow Creek.

Visit the LVHS Museum in scenic Meadow Creek and experience the history of ‘the Lardeau.’
Housed in the historic Gerrard Trout Hatchery residence, the museum collection immerses
you in the rich and colourful past of people places of North Kootenay Lake and the Lardeau
and Duncan River Valleys.

S.S. Moyie National Historic Site - Kaslo

324 Front St., Kaslo

250-353-2525 ¢+ klhs.bc.ca

Visit the world's oldest intact passenger sternwheeler, a 19" century
steamship, beautifully restored! Open daily May through Oct 10 am- o |
5 pm. Guided tours available. Call 250-353-2525 for more information, = &=

THINGS TO DO

Valhalla Pure Outfitters — New Denver
250-358-7755 * vpo.ca

Visit The Original VPO Store. k.
Outdoor Clothing and Gear. Hiking, Camping, Paddling (Boats & Boards) Open May-Oct 7
days a week. Located on the corer of Hwy 6 and New Denver Main Street.

Kaslo Kayaking & Adventure Centre - Kaslo

344 Front Street, Kaslo

250-353-1925 + kasloadventurecentre.com

Afour-season shop for all your hiking, camping and paddling
adventures - clothing, gear, accessories and more. Kayak, Canoe
& Paddleboard - tours, rentals and lessons. Think outside...

no box required.

L,
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Smiling Otter - Slocan

Canoe, Kayak & SUP Rentals SMILING OTTER
250-505-8020 * info@nwmexperience.com

smilingotter.com CANOE & KAYAK

Enjoy exploring the West Kootenay Region by canoe, kayak or stand-up paddleboard.
All safety equipment provided. Single & multi-day rentals. Shuttle service & trip support. We
also offer delivery & pick-up to local summer vacation rentals. Locally made quality boats
from Hellman Canoes. Over 25 years serving Slocan, Arrow & Kootenay Lakes.

Jones Boys Boats

Ainsworth Hot Springs (south of Kaslo)

jonesboysboats.com ¢ rentals@jonesboysboats.com
1-877-552-6287

We have what you need for your ultimate boat rental experience
on beautiful Kootenay Lake! Our modern fleetincludes bow riders,
pontoon boats, deck boats, waverunners, and even towable water
toys. Full, half or multiple days. Flexible rental times, competitive
rates, and quality boats. Discover the Jones Boys Boats difference!

Woodbury Marina - Ainsworth

250-353-7717 « 1-877-353-7717

woodburyresort.com « woodburyresort@netidea.com

Family friendly fishing and pontoon boat rentals. Largest fleet of rental
boats on Kootenay Lake. 4 km north of Ainsworth Hot Springs on Hwy 31.
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BUSINESS DIRECTORY

ACCOMODATIONS AUTOMOTIVE DETAILING
f‘;’-/“-f\ Open Year-round SATEEL -It-,OE;OE’,S /A\q»
) WILLIAM A0 1 ol Ao utomotive Repair
303 Lake Ave, Joo Shaw S s

Silverton

s 250-358-2647
www.williamhuntercabins.ca

ACCOUNTANT

H. A. Benson Inc. 2
Chartered Professional Accountant &8

119 Broadway Street
Box 780
Nakusp, BC VOG 1RO

Phone: 250-265-3370 « Fax: 250-265-3375
Email: dalyce@habenson.ca

BOTTLE DEPOT

MOUNTAIN VALLEY STATION
BOTTLE DEPOT
Slocan City » 355-2245
Tuesdays e Thursdays eSaturdays
10am —3 pm

AUTOMOTIVE

250-608-3274

Caribou/Service 24 Hr Towing and Recovery

(250} 265-3191 Auto Repairs & Tires

Auto Parts

= .. '_‘-' ==
5549 Frontage Road
Burton, BC oy

= @
Oz

ICBC & PRIVATE CLAIMS °
Custom Body & Puint * Windshield Placoment

&l shop

Accredited Collision Repairs

265-4012

"Fast, friendly service”

Advertise in our Business Directory
for as little as $12 per issue!

valleyvoice@valleyvoice.ca

Owner & Journeyman Technician
3804 Pine Rd. Krestova, BC

778.454.0180

stjautomotive@gmail.com

JonesBoys
AINSWORTH HOT SPRINGS BEC Boats

SALES SERVICE RENTALS

QYANAHA Vivorsran (2 mesmoumy il il % Campron

Teowrst Rentals
250-353:2550

WWW.JONESBOYSBOATS.COM

Advertise in our Business Directory
for as little as $12 per issue!
valleyvoice@valleyvoice.ca

CONSTRUCTION

= 7

MADDEN TIMBER CONSTRUCTION, INC.
HPO Licenced Builder & Red Seal Carpenter
TimberFrame Homes
Stairs, Interior Finishing, Drywall

Concrete and Excavation
Roofing and Siding
Custom Design

Wood and Timber Sales
lave@maddentimber.com
250 2651807

w

hé

Woaouvik Renovations

ko T wouwk louchl
Experience the
WAUVIK touch!

For all your interior
renovation needs:

- Complete Drywall
Services

- Bathroom Renovations
- Carpentry and More....
Over 20 yrs Experience
WCB/Licensed/Insured
Vik 250-505-6509
wauvikrenos@gmail.com

SLOCAN SHINE

— MOBILE DETAILING —

$10 OFF

MENTION THIS AD
@ 250-551-0287

CLEAN CAR. CLEAR MIND.

ELECTRICAL

GARDENING

Harvesting sunshine since 1993

J ‘ ) OFf-Grid Solar
r-C | Grid-Tied Salar
jes &\ns'ta\‘lat'lon
Salesr

Grid-coupled Solar
s\

Eolal pe

DRAFTING

1eesco.cd

Garden Supplies
Irrigation &
Drip Irrigation
Winlaw BC

1-800-661-4461
www freesco.ca

GLASS

~— SOLID

&
DRAFTING AND DESIGN
S.KING, CET
(250) 358-7922
s.king@solid-plan.ca

4619 Hwy 6, New Denver, BC VOG 151

+
FOOD TRUCK IN KASLO!
OPEN 12-4pm
MONDAY - FRIDAY
Tacos - Burritos - Rice Bowls

420 Front St. Kaslo
downtown/ behind laundromat
www.COSMICTACOBC.com

PENNYDALE
Junction

PENNYDALE JUNCTION BC
at Valley View Golf Course

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK!
11:00 AM -9:00 PM

Join us for great food, scenic views,
and warm hospitality.

Come experience a delightful
culinary experience at

Pennydale Junction!

www.pennydalejunction-bc.ca
(250) 226-7241

Naokusp Glass Lto
250 265 3252

d Doors Clean BT Approved Contractor

* P + CONSTRUCTIO

-, « RENOVATIONY
@ * LIGHTING UPGRADESY

+ SERVICE UPGRADEY

+ SOLAR INSTALLATIO

RUB « OFF GRID SYSTEMY

250-687-030
RUBYRANGEELECTRIQ
@GMAIL.COI

TSBC LEL0213780

DENNIS LYNCH
RANGE

Get your
business seen!

Next Valley Voice
deadline is Sept. 16

valleyvoice@valleyvoice.ca

BEST PRICES IN THE KOOTENAYS! ﬁ

OUR SERVICES

Equipment Rentals « Sandblasting
Industrial Equipment Repairs
Industrial Painting » Pressure Washing
Hydraulics « Electrical « Welding

! PSS

~ 250-359-5033
1056 Playmor Rd, Crescent Valley
www.kmc-kootrac.com

GROCERIES

Gaia Tree Whole Foods

Community Market

+ All Organic Produce -
+ All Organic Grains &
- Bulk Ordering -

Community Discount Day:
Last Friday of the month

Mon-Sat 9-6
Sundays & Holidays 10-4

Downtown Winlaw ¢ 250-226-7255

LMARKETO,

8 NEw MARKET Foops
i1 518 6th Ave » New Denver
| 250-358-2270 Fax: 250-358-2290
mail: shopnewmarket@gmail.com
www.newmarketfoods.ca

Delivery available in the New Denver Silverton area.
For same day delivery call, email or fax by 2:00 pm.

Our hours are 7 days a week from 8:00 am to 7:00 pm

HEALTH & WELLNESS

Hand & Soul & )

Wellness Centre %5
202 Lake Avenue, Silverton

CHIROPRACTOR: Dr. Larry Zaleski

Over 30 years experience of Spinal Health Care
Offices in Silverton, Winlaw & Nakusp 250-358-2177

COUNSELLOR: Sue Mistretta, M.A.
Over 20 years counselling experience supporting
clients experiencing stress, anxiety, grief and other
life changes. In person and Secure Video sessions.
Now offering somatic therapy.

Offices in Silverton and Nelson. 250-777-1704

Advertise in our Business Directory
for as little as $12 per issue!

valleyvoice@valleyvoice.ca
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Nakusp council, August 24

continued from page 15

Building Code also has different
safety standards for restaurants than
clothing stores or other uses. Even
if no renovations occur, the building
still needs to be inspected to ensure
it meets the established safeguards.
Deputy Corporate Officer Jones
noted in her staff report that this
requirement is not new; the Village

is just updating its Business License
Bylaw to reflect it.

Snow clearing
plan

The 2026-2027 Snow Clearing
Plan was presented to council.

Council sets the service levels
for snow clearing during budget
discussion. The Snow Clearing and

COMMUNITY

Winter Maintenance Policy requires
staff to bring an annual plan to council
to explain how they are turning the
operations budget into action.

For the last two years, the business
community has taken responsibility
for clearing sidewalks downtown.
This has freed up Village staff to focus
on priority areas, such as sidewalks
leading to schools and the waterfront.

Most businesses have exceeded

the Village’s service level by clearing
sidewalks multiple times per day.
Occupants and owners of properties
in commercial areas will continue
clearing sidewalks this winter. For
those who do not comply, the Village
will first issue a warning. If still non-
compliant, the Village may issue a
fine.

A new trigger was added to this
year’s plan. With more frequent

The Valley Voice September 10, 2026

freeze-thaw cycles, the Village
will now clear slush when there is
more than 2.5 cm of accumulation,
especially around intersections as the
day warms up.

Most of the budget for snow
clearing goes towards labour. If
there’s not much snow this year, the
remaining budget will be reallocated
to other public works projects.

BUSINESS DIRECTO

HEALTH & WELLNESS

Valhalla Chiropractic
Dr. Jessica Onstad

304 6cth Ave Unit A, New Denver, BC
(778) 636 - 0990
Booking; valhallachiro.janeapp.com

LONG TERMWELLNESS SUPPORT

Discover Swiss Bionic:
World's only 6D PEMF
wellness system

Increase energy, circulation,

sleep, comfort and natural
recovery.

First session free
250-551-7656

Playmore Junction

Advertise in our Business Directory
for as little as $12 per issue!
valleyvoice@valleyvoice.ca

GARBAGE CAN DAN

JUNK REMOVAL

« Full estate clean-outs
inside and out

« On time, fast friendly
service

» Quick availability

« Up-front pricing

250-608-7274

gedhauling@gmail.com

Advertise in our Business Directory
for as little as $12 per issue!

valleyvoice@valleyvoice.ca

LANDSCAPING

PAINTING

HIGHLAND CREEK

CONTRACTING LTD
-quality erganic garden sall
ATy exemvabar
-Blg excavator
AG50 dumg truck
Almndscaping
-lard dieolopmont
<bialbding site prap
-trail building
Peter Schwartz

150-505-4347
highlandcreekcontracting@gmail.com

Local

Iy

' Excavation
GROUNDED

EXCAVATION SERVICES

Services

EXCAVATOR D50 & SKID STEER

* Site prep * Roadbuilding
* Grading ¢ Retaining walls

* Landscaping ¢ Foundation prep
* Trenching * Equipment rental
* Demolition ¢ And more

GROUNDEDEXCAVATIONCA
GROUNDEDEXCAVATION@GMAILCOM

0® M250-505-6477

MACHINING

-

General Machining
Metal Work

Fine Architec
é_«"j‘ Steel and Aluminum Fabrication
& % Portable Welding

MACIHINGE

1732 Hwy 6 Crescent Valley
359-2289 or S505-3377

Fax: 359-2289

Visit our website @ www.shasheenmachine.com

MECHANIC

PONDERDSA - Tractors / agriculture
SERVICE &  Zormucion
REPAIR

equipment and trailers
() — ‘a b 4

* Welding and minor
fabrication work
MORILE SERVICE TRUCK  ° Servicesand
CERTIFIED RED SEAL
HEAWY DUTY MECHAMIC

preventative maintenance
SERVICING THE SLOCAN
VALLEY AMD KOOTENAY
REGIOM
For rates and availability contact:
James Schmidt or Chad Parfitt
Phone: (250) 226 6774
Email: ponderosarepair@gmail.com

Firnd i o

Facehank|

JUSTHINK PAINTING
SERVICES ;
Serving Kaslo and é

area since 1990
Commercial ® Residential =

« Interior * Exterior -

Free estimates.
. PETS )

Seniors’ discount.
ARROW LAKES

BOARDING
AND

Now Open!
Arrow Lakes Boarding and Pet Services
Boarding, Daycare, Grooming.
Call Or Text: 250-916-9118

Email: Arrowlakesboarding@amail.com

PLUMBING

PLUMBING
& HEATING

Simon Kelly
250-551-0295
i valhalla heating solutions
valhallaheatingsolutions@gmail.com

VALHALLA

HEATING SOLUTIONS

PRECIOUS METALS

SPEE!L'IS-T

SIMON’S COINS

Vernon’s #1 Bulion Broker
Over 20 years experience

Purchasing gold, silver, jewelry,
coins and military artifacts
Appraisals for precious metals
and coin collections

#201 2808 48" fwe, Vemon
778-538-1522
contact@simonscoins.ca

FSIMONSEOINSIEA

9
Jo’s JEWELRY
Custom Work AND REPAIR IN

SiLver AND GoLp, BY APPOINTMENT

358-2134

New Denver, GoLosmiTH Jo-ANNE BARCLAY

REALTOR

Bill Lander |
REALTOR®

250-551-5652
bill@billlander.ca

I show all my listings!
Serving the Slocan Valley for the
17" year.

Offices in Nakusp, Nelson & Kaslo

ROYAL LEPAGE"
—

ROSLING REALTY

RETAIL
ECO PRODUCTS

sauww e

" ORGANIC -NATURAL * FAIRTRAp .
wene -0 e — _‘—_———_____[ocﬂl

RETAIL

 Tupperware

For 80 years, Tupperware has
been creating innovative
home and kitchen solutions
that help families save time,
money, space, food, and
energy, while remaining
practical, durable, and
environmentally responsible.

Contact Susan Wilson
Independent Tupperware Representative
swilson@direct.ca - 250.226.7751

SPORTS VEHICLES

[QE6YWER

o 25w PRODUCTS LTD.
ER To Nelson

Credit
Union

To Castlegar

Ski Doo, Sea Doo,
Can Am, Ariens & Echo

Playmor Junction Hwy 6 & 3A

Highway 3

To Slocan & Nakusp - Highway 6

1045 Playmor

Raven’s Nest
Open Every Day!

Mon - Sat, 10 am - 4:30 pm
Sun, 11 am -3 pm

Main Street, New Denver

Donation Store = Bosun Hall

805 Kildare St, New Denver

Open 10 am - 2 pm + Monday - Saturday
250-358-7199

“It’s all about community!”

TOWING / HAULING

Towing & Hauling

* Vehicles
=  *SeaContainers
©, °Light Equipment
B:4:3 * Building Supplies
Wi

TRUCK WORX

Niko Bekker

(250) 353-1091
bekkertruckworx@gmail.com

Advertise in our Business Directory
for as little as $12 per issue!

valleyvoice@valleyvoice.ca
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BUDDY’S PIZZA, KASLO: Award-
winning, hand-stretched artisan pizza.
250-353-2282.

free workshop on Sunday Sept 27, 12-3 pm,
at the Slocan Valley Threads Guild, 7112
Perrys Back Road, Winlaw. Limited space,
register at magslovalley @gmail.com

FOREVER GREEN. Find out all about the
Slocan Lake GREEN BURIAL SOCIETY
online: http://greenburialnewdenver.ca/.
Also on FB. Lifetime memberships only $20.
e-transfer to slgreenburialsociety @gmail.
com with contact info, or mail $20 cheque
to SLGBS, Box 69, New Denver, VOG 1S0.
NEW MEMBERS are welcome in the
Slocan Valley Community Band. Fall session
starts Thursday, September 17 at 6:30 pm.
Dust off your instrument and join us at the
Slocan Legion Hall, 502 Harold Street.
FALL HARVEST & SKATE SWAP 2026
at Slocan Park Community Hall Sunday
October 18, 11 am-3 pm. Focus on food
and local vendors, veggies, meat, honey,
preserves and baking. For information
and vendor applications: slocanparkhall@
gmail.com

FREEMETALSTAMPING WORKSHOP
— The Metal Arts Guild of Slocan Valley is
pleased to invite members and the public to a

O
NAKUSP & AREA

SQUARE DANCING DATE CHANGE!
October 3 at the Bosun Hall, 7-9 pm. Ages
13+ and singles welcome. Live music by
Eldorado Hoedown. Admission by donation.
HARROP HARVEST FEST: Sep 20, 10
am-3 pm. Local produce, crafts, live music,
meals, treats, raffles, kid activities. FREE —
THE ONLY THING MISSING IS YOU!
Vendors contact hdcc.harrop@gmail.com.
THE FRIDAY MARKET happens in
New Denver every Friday from 9:30 am
to 1:30 pm. Our well-established gem of a
market is in the heart of the village under
the shade of beautiful maple trees. We offer
a bounty of local produce, food products,
flowers, herbs and artisan wares. Find us on
Facebook for weekly vendor updates. Email:
ndfridaymarket@gmail.com

PRIME RETAIL/COMMERCIAL
SPACE available for lease on Broadway
in Nakusp. 500 to 2000 sq/ft. C-1, core
commercial. 92 W Broadway St. 250-
265-1568.

CLASSIFIED ADS

CAREGIVERNEEDED IMMEDIATELY
for 72-year-old man — expect five days a
week. Tiny house available for nominal rent.
250-358-2756.

PERSONAL CARE WORKER
POSITION near Winlaw for 65+ male.
Part time, experience required. $28 to start.
nordic.es@protonmail.com

NEW DENVER HOSPICE - Providing
support at end of life. Office is open every
Wednesday 1-3 pm, 401 Galena Ave.
Contact admin@newdenverhospice.ca or
250-358-7828.

In Memoriam
Mike Lesnik i
Keeper Ufrhuﬁrn'sr %
November 6, 1946
l}'-."r'-c'fh'rua.'x'r L. 2021 A
LEGAL NOTICES

TO WHOM IT MAY CONCERN: this
notice is the intent to sell a 2007 Ford Fusion
4 door sedan (vin 3FAHP08137r200348).
Registered to Shane John Baranec

(deceased). The debt is $5,200. The sale
will take place on October 10,2026 at 8 am
at 3811 Anderson Road, Kelowna, BC. The
landlord, LC McGlone of 3811 Anderson
Road, Kelowna, BC gives notice of this
sale. The vehicle was removed from the
property at 3901 Anderson Road, Kelowna
on December 5, 2025.

NOTICES
ARE ALCOHOL OR OTHER DRUGS
a problem in your life? AA, NA and ACA
(Adult Children of Alcoholics/Dysfunctional
Families), AL-ANON (family) meetings can
help. For information on AA: in New Denver,
250-358-7158; Nakusp, 250-265-8894;
Kaslo, 250-353-9617. For NA: Nakusp,
778-549-3110; New Denver, 250-551-4043;
778-549-3110. For AL-ANON (family):
New Denver, 250-551-6540. Please, if you
can’t get through, try another number.

PETS

TURN YOUR DOG TRAINING struggles
into strengths. Get real-life results with
games-based training. Have fun, learn lots.
www.proudofmydog.ca
WHERE SHOULD WE DRILL? Don’t
leave it to chance. We TARGET WELL

Thank you for supporting your local businesses!

Key to a thriving local economy

Jones Boys Boats

Valley Voice
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LOCATION AND DEPTH RANGE with
science. Plan your project, keep your
drilling budget on track. Measure Thrice,
Drill Once. Call Jessica (778) 459-6018
www.wellspringsurveys.ca

TL HANDYMAN SERVICES:
Renovations, builds, flooring, roofing,
siding, repairs, fencing, odd jobs small and
large. Call Rob: 250-920-9279 or email:
fantastichome @gmail.com.

KERRY’S STITCHERY: Custom sewing,
alterations, repairs. Including: denim, leather,
canvas and draperies. Balfour. Call: 250-
229-4913.

JUSTHINK PAINTING SERVICES:
Serving Kaslo and area since 1990.
Commercial, residential. Interior, exterior.
Free estimates. Seniors’ discount. 250-353-
3415 or 250-353-7128.

Classified ads work! Run
yours for as little as $9
per issue

Contact us at
valleyvoice@valleyvoice or
250-545-2655

Q

Bon Marche Dollar Dollar
Open 9 am - 5 pm Monday to Saturday.
Facebook: Bon Marche Dollar Dollar Nakusp * bonmarchedollar@telus.net 250-265-3644

Kim’s Kustoms
Open regular hours, 8:30 am-5:30 pm
250-265-4012

Nakusp Glass
Open Monday - Friday 9-5
Drop in, call or email to make an appointment. 250-265-3252, nakuspglass@gmail.com

Royal LePage Selkirk Realty

Open Mon-Fri 9:30 am - 12 noon, 1 pm - 4:30 pm.
Our agents are more than happy to help!
250-265-3635; Nakusp@royallepage.ca

Shon’s Bike - Ski - Stay

Open Tuesday - Saturday

Sales and service for both bikes and skis

No appointments needed. For all inquiries contact Shon @ 250-265-3332 or
shonsbs@gmail.com. Website: www.shons.ca, Facebook: Shon’s Bike-Ski-Stay.

Save-On-Foods
Open 8 am-7 pm. Bottle returns - up to 2 dozen max. 250-265-3662.

KASLO & AREA

Kaslo Building Supplies-Kaslo
Open 7:30-5 Mon-Sat, Open Sundays and most stat holidays 10-2

250-353-7628, kaslo.building@telus.net, www.kaslobuilding.com

Angry Hen Brewing Company
Open for patio and inside seating with off-sales for beer to go, 7 days a week! Phone to
pre-order or to arrange a ‘beer-it-forward’ delivery for a friend. 250-353-7446, lounge@
angryhenbrewing.com, Facebook, Instagram.

Cornucopia
Now open Mon-Sat, 9:00 - 5:30, closed Sunday
250-353-259; comkaslo@gmail.com; Facebook Cornucopiakaslo

JB’s Pub & Restaurant
Wednesday to Sunday, 3-8 pm, Happy Hour 3-5 pm. Family-friendly dining and casual
pub atmosphere! Take out, off-sales available, call 250-353-7716.

We are open for business! www.jonesboysboats.com
250.353.2550 info@jonesboysboats.com
https://www.facebook.com/Jonesboysboats

Kaslo Hotel

Restaurant & Pub open 11:30 am-9 pm. Front desk open 8 am-9 pm. Call or check our website
for reservations. Check our Facebook page for upcoming events. Strict sanitizing protocols in
place. 250-353-7714, www.kaslohotel.com.

Kaslo Mechanical
Open! Tuesday - Friday 9 am - 5 pm, Saturday 9 am - 1 pm
Closed long weekends. 6336 Hwy 31, Kaslo « 250-353-7409

Kul Nijjar, REALTOR(R) Fair Realty Ltd.
Open! kul@kulnijjar.ca, 250-505-4722

Sunnyside Naturals

Open Mon-Sat, 9 am-6 pm

Food takeout

Phone orders and delivery available. 250-353-9667

Woodbury Resort

Motels, Cabins, serviced RV sites, tenting. Full-service Marina including fuel, tackle,
fishing licenses and boat rentals! Contact for reservations or inquiries. Ph: 250-353-7717.
woodburyresort@netidea.com

SLOCAN VALLEY
NEW DENVER

Glacier View Service
Open 7 days, 8 am - 5:30 pm
250-358-2445

New Market Foods

Open every day, 8 am-7 pm

You can call the store at 250-358-2270 or email shop@newmarketfoods.com
https:/lwww.newmarketfoods.com/

Raven’s Nest

Open Every Day for your shopping pleasure! « In anticipation of summer, we have
brought in some cool clothing from River Goddess, Leka Design, Abaka, and Brok
Boys. The new River Goddess sundresses are truly gorgeous, and made of soft,
comfortable cotton, yet it’'s hard to top Leka’s classic linen garments for beating the
heat « Mystery lovers are in luck — you can pick up the latest from Canadian writers
lona Whishaw, Louise Penny, and Ron Base on your way to chill at the beach *
Hours: Monday to Saturday, 10 am - 4:30 pm, Sunday 11 am - 3 pm * 250-358-
2178 « Facebook & Instagram ¢

1-833-501-1700; valleyvoice@valleyvoice.ca, www.valleyvoice.ca

SILVERTON

Silverton Building Supplies

Open Monday - Saturday 8 am - 5 pm. Your Slocan Valley Timber Mart BUILDING CENTRE.
Fully stocked lumber yard for all your building and renovation needs, plus tools, hardware,
housewares, camping supplies, propane, ice, farm and pet supplies, and much more. 100%
locally owned and operated. Quality products, competitive prices, weekly ordering, affordable
deliveries, friendly and knowledgeable staff. 250-358-2293.

Silverton Camp Café

Open year-round, 7 days a week including holidays! Everything fresh baked daily. Open
every day, 9 am - 2 pm. 780-660-3784

Silverton General Store

Alittle bit of everything. Providing organic, local, natural foods, café with dine-in and takeout
options, artisan wares and gifts, antiques, koots kids clothing by donation and coin-operated
laundromat. 250-358-2284 www.silvertongeneralstore.ca

Caravan Company Goods

Ph:250-505-9609 or 250-505-6536 Mosshilldesign@gmail.com

Located at #202 Lake Avenue Silverton, BC

Alittle store with a big heart! New women'’s seasonal fashions, curated second-hand
clothing, gifts, home goods, rugs, bath products and so much more. We have some-
thing for everyone!

SLOCAN

Slocan Village Market

Open every day 9 am - 8 pm

Slocan Village Market is your local, affordable market. We are proud to offer a wide range of
products including: Full grocery selection - Organic, Locally produced and Natural products -
Fresh Produce - Beer, Wine and Liquor - Meat Department - In-store Deli & Bakery - Health
& Beauty - Lotto - Hunting & Fishing & Much More!! 250-355-2211, svmkt@telus.net

WINLAW

Emery Herbals Botanical Dispensary, Healing Suites and

Teaching Centre

Colleen Emery, CI.H, RHT (BCHA) is seeing clients online, onsite or via phone. New clients
welcome. Email colleen@emeryherbals.com to book an appointment. The Botanical Dis-
pensary is open to the public Wednesday, Thursday and Friday 12 - 4. Order requests can
be sent to orders@emeryherbals.com or phone 250 226 7744 All workshops and programs
are offered online and onsite in Winlaw at the Teaching Centre.

Gaia Tree Whole Foods Mon-Sat 9 am-6 pm; Sun and holidays 10 am-4 pm. Organic
produce, bulk spices and dry goods. Vitamins, personal care, groceries and a whole lot more.
Downtown Winlaw. 250-226-7255
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Kootenay Savings Community Foundation marks 30 years with
$100,000 in Community Impact Grants

submitted

Ten $10,000 grants will support
community-led solutions across the
Kootenays

The Kootenay Savings
Community Foundation is celebrating
30 years of community investment by
opening a special one-time funding

PLEASE LOVE ME!
My name is Bella, and I've just lost my
two senior companions. I'm a sweet
five-year-old girl. | am deaf, so a loving,
patient, quiet home is what I'd be ever
so grateful to find. Maybe it's yours?

Please leave a voicemail for PALS at
250 265-3792.

(S ((TUATCATICITEPVEN N

ROYAL LEPAGE
LT

Selkirk Realty

opportunity: 10 Community Impact
Grants of $10,000 each to help turn
local ideas into lasting impact across
the Kootenays. The new grants focus
on four funding pillars: Economic
Development, Health, Housing, and
Youth Employment & Retention.
“These grants are about more than
celebrating where the Foundation
has been. They are about investing in
where our communities are going,”
said Clara Reinhardt, Board Chair of
the Kootenay Savings Community
Foundation. “We want to support
local organizations and community

leaders who understand what their
communities need and have strong
ideas about how to make a lasting
difference.”

The grants are designed to
provide opportunities throughout
the Kootenay Savings service area.
Eligible applicants include nonprofit
and community organizations,
grassroots groups, and collaborative
partnerships whose work benefits
communities served by Kootenay
Savings. Applications will be
assessed based on community need,
potential impact, geographic reach

Wide Spot: Ice, Ice, Baby

by Therese Deschamps

Soon after I moved to this area, I
watched alocal schoolteacher perform
arap geology lesson about the glaciers
that formed this valley. “Ice, ice,
baby!” he intoned as he threw down his
moves. That joyful, tongue-in-cheek
teaching shaped my relationship to
this landscape. When I looked out my
office window, it was the New Denver
Glacier that grabbed my attention.
When I walked the winter waterfront,
I’d hear the wind howling across its
face. When I swam out into the lake, its
imposing presence would press on my
heart. I responded by saying thanks:

for meltwater waterfalls in spring,
hanging valleys at dusk, dawn lighting
its face. For the mystery.

Now that lovely rapping man
is gone, and the glacier...well, New
Denver Rock Face would be a more
accurate name. There are a few tiny
ice fields clinging high on the northern
slopes; what remains is the ghost
of a glacier, visible primarily in its
absence, the huge swathes of bare rock
left behind.

Over the years, I’ve thought
about “our” glacier, a lot. Changes
are happening all over the world
— huge, catastrophic changes, like
the collapse of the Nepalese glacier

2 Selkirk
N
@ College

Academic Upgrading
and Development

Looking for
a change?

Here’s your pathway to success!

Academic Upgrading has custom pathways to meaningful
in-demand careers. With a dedicated instructor by your side,
you'll get support for career planning, skill-building, and
classroom success. You've got what it takes—Ilet us help you
find your path to a future full of possibilities!

Call (250) 354-3230 or email upgrading@selkirk.ca today.

OkyRA0]

selkirk.ca/aud %ﬁﬁ

and population, with an emphasis
on ensuring smaller and rural
communities have meaningful access
to funding.

“Kootenay Savings has always
believed that strong communities
create a stronger region,” said Mark
McLoughlin, CEO of Kootenay
Savings Credit Union. “These grants
are an opportunity to help community
organizations turn local ideas into
meaningful action.”

Applications will be accepted
from September 1 to 30, 2026, and
can be submitted online at kscu.com

just days agobut this is the place
where I see those worldwide changes
firsthand. I try to pay attention, and I
try to practice gratitude, even though
I also feel loss and sometimes even
despair. I don’t think it’s possible to
avoid this stew of feelings; it’s normal
and sacred.

The work is the same, really, for
those we love. We attend to them, as
they are, when they are with us. When
they are gone, we visit and revisit our
memories of them. It’s funny, how the
memory of a good time can make us
sad: the ghost of our joy visible in the
shape of the loss left behind. This too
is normal, and sacred.

Humans have always used ritual
and monuments to mark these holy
losses. A cenotaph, a favourite song,
a candle burning, a park bench, a tree
planted: we tether those now-invisible
realities to an action or a place which
reminds us of the sacredness of our

through our community webpage.

“We’re looking for ideas that
may not fit the traditional model
of community funding,” said Paul
Butler, Manager of the Kootenay
Savings Community Foundation.
“This $100,000 offers an invitation
to think bigger, bring people together
and show us what could be possible
for our communities.”

The Foundation’s traditional grant
program will resume in 2027, with a
single annual intake in the fall.

losses, the gifts we’ve received.

Yesterday, as a way of honouring
the reality formerly known as the
New Denver Glacier, I helped a friend
install a waterfront glacial viewer.
This is an apparatus through which to
contemplate the New Denver Glacier
as it fades from our lives. It’s a kind-
of-telescope made of ice, and just
like the glacier, it melts. Just like my
friend’s rap performance, you have to
be in the right place at the right time
to catch it. It is a temporary expression
of love and gratitude, dedicated to
another temporary expression of
mystery and beauty, held for a few
hours in an old surveyor’s stand until
it weeps itself away on the beach.

I hope, when you stumble across
that viewer in the coming weeks,
you will allow yourself to mark the
sacredness and gift of this: the New
Denver Glacier in all its beauty and
mystery, leaving us.

J of Canada

Honouring the Glacier
Gathering

October 12 - 11 am

On the beach just north of Carpenter Creek in New
Denver. Bring vour self, songs, pravers, percussion.

More information?
descamp@widespot.ca

2 The United Church
Turner-Zion United Church

FULLY ALIVE

of Canada welcomes vou
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Call for 2027 RDCK Local Conservation Fund projects now open

submitted by Kootenay
Conservation Program

Kootenay Conservation
Program (KCP), on behalf
of the Regional District of
Central Kootenay (RDCK), is
now accepting 2027 project
proposals for the RDCK Local
Conservation Fund.

“The RDCK Local
Conservation Fund supports local
projects focused on wildlife,
water, and habitat,” says Juliet
Craig, KCP Program Director.
“Through this dedicated fund,
residents are helping conserve

and restore the area’s world-
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renowned natural areas.”

The RDCK Local
Conservation Fund provides
financial support to local
projects including human-
wildlife coexistence, habitat
restoration, wildlife, invasive
plant management, pollinator
pathways, water monitoring,
and more. From 2010 to 2026,
the Local Conservation Fund has
disbursed 74 grants totalling over
$1,000,000. This local funding
has helped raise over three and
a half times that amount in
additional grants and in-kind
contributions, not including

Solutions, a project that provides a 50:50 electric fence cost share program to residents in grizzly
bear corridors.

Karina

e

OSTEOPATHIC MANUAL PRACTITIONER
Gregory

Helping Build the Life you Love
by Supporting Your Health and Well-being
Now Providing Osteopathic Treatments
Sunday-Wednesday in Nelson, BC
Thursday-Friday in Slocan, BC

To book an appointment text or call 514-238-9510
www.karinagregory.ca

. b =

land acquisition projects — a
substantial return on initial
investment. In 2026, nine
projects successfully received
RDCK Local Conservation Fund
funding.

KCP, which works in
partnership with the RDCK to
administer the Local Conservation
Fund, is encouraging non-
profit organizations and First
Nations with project ideas for the
Kootenay Lake and Slocan Valley
areas to submit funding proposals
for 2027 projects. Community
groups and individuals can also
apply by partnering with an
eligible organization. If you have
a new project idea, it is highly
recommended that you contact
the KCP Program Director prior
to submitting an application to
discuss your project idea.

The deadline for applications
is 4:30 pm PT on Friday, October
30, 2026. In December, a
Technical Review Committee
will review project proposals
and make recommendations to
the RDCK Directors for final
funding approval.

To learn more about the RDCK
LCF and how to apply please visit
https://kootenayconservation.
ca/regional-district-of-central-
kootenay/. For inquiries,

RDCK Local Conservation Fund
Request for Proposals

contact KCP Program Director
Juliet Craig at juliet@
kootenayconservation.ca.

KCP is a diverse network of
over 95 organizations working
together for connected habitats
and landscapes in the Kootenays

that sustain biodiversity and
naturally functioning resilient
ecosystems that, in turn,
support community well-
being. Learn more at www.
kootenayconservation.ca.

Email wildfire@sifco.ca
Phone 250.226.7012

ARE YOU PREPARED FOR
WILDFIRE SEASON?

GET A FREE FIRESMART HOME ASSESSMENT
Learn what you can do to better protect
your home and property from wildfire.

Rebate program available for home owners towards eligible
wildfire mitigation activities. 50% of costs can be
covered up to a maximium of $5000

Book An Assessment Today!

Online www sifco.ca/homeassessment &

*Rebates available for residents of the
Villages of Slocan and Mew Denver,
Contact the RDCK if outside of these

Villages.
Wildfire Resiliency &
PROGRAM ssc, ‘Q‘ gars W

Torlonars S e e e e e Mabn ey Frsr o ss o fr Lpabe s sgrr Vaen Fra L b

FireSmart ™
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Kootenay Conservation Program (KCP) and the Regional District of Central Kootenay (RDCK) are
seeking proposals for projects that will benefit conservation in the rural areas around Kootenay Lake
and the Slocan Valley, specifically Electoral Areas A, D, E, F, and H within the RDCK.

The purpose of the Fund is to provide local financial support for important projects that contribute
to the conservation of our valuable natural areas. Funding is available through the RDCK Local
Conservation Fund for conservation projects that result in the reduction to a known threat to
biodiversity, and that support fish and wildlife, habitat, natural areas, and healthy watersheds.

Priority will be given to projects that are technically sound and effective and provide value for
money through partnerships with other funders. Proponents must be a registered non-profit
organization, First Nation, or local government. Ungualified groups or organizations may partner
with a qualified organization. A Technical Review Committee will review project proposals and make
recommendations to the RDCK for final funding approval.

To apply for funding, go to https://kootenayconservation.ca/regional-district-of-central- kootenay/.
Review the Fund's Procedure Document (paying particular attention to Page 8 — Fund Design) and
2027 Application Guide, and then apply using the application forms provided.

Please contact KCP to discuss ideas for new projects, to address any questions prior to applying for
funding, or if you require assistance with your application.

The closing date for project submissions is 4:30 pm PDT October 30, 2026.
Project proposals must be delivered by email to info@kootenayconservation.ca.
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Former Hills resident publishes novel set in the Slocan Valley

by Nikko Snyder

Author Janet Simpson-Cooke,
a former resident of Hills, will be
visiting the region to promote her
debut novel A Corner of the Earth,
which is set (in part) in the Slocan
Valley. Simpson-Cooke will be doing
a book signing at Otter Books in
Nelson on Saturday September 19
from 1 to 4 pm, and a book reading
at the Nakusp Library on Wednesday

September 23 from 1 to 3pm.

A Corner of the Earth takes
readers on a poignant journey through
the lives of the Jennings family, from
Logans Siding, BC (now known as
Hills) to Harpers Ferry, West Virginia.
Set over a time span of 70 years,
the story follows the struggles and
triumphs of the Jennings and their
children, particularly focusing on the
relationship between the siblings and
their angry father, Joe.

A CORNER OF THE EARTH
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Set over a time span of 70 years, A

Corner of the Earth follows the
struggles and triumphs of the

Jennings family and their children.

With themes of resilience,

redemption and the enduring bonds

of family, this poignant story is a

heartwarming tale that will resonate

with readers.

Janet Simpson-Cooke’s evocative
storytelling and rich character
development make this novel a must-
read for anyone seeking a touching
and thought-provoking narrative.

Pegasus Elliot Mackenzie Publishers Ltd.

Saturday
Sept. 19, 2026
1pm-4pm

Book Signing

Book Reading

Saturday
Sept. 23, 2026
1pm-3pm

.

Location:
Otter Books
Nelson, BC

Location:
Nakusp Library
Nakusp,BC
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‘You are not alone:
Healing is waiting.

In a world that often feels fragmented, do you thirsc for a place
where vou can truly rese, be seen, and begin again?

Whether you are seeking personal change, deeper
connection, or simply a space where kindness is the
|‘.1nguag1: W 5 'h.!:l]{ =¥ou are wcl{.:nm;:. Cl‘.l'ﬂ'll.! a5 VOL are.
Leave a little llighlcr_ a litele more whole, and a [ircle more

Mirage Studio is waiting for you with open hearts.
If this resonates wich VOU, CONTACT US AT E5UW.0TgE.

We have creaved thar }'r|:1|:1: for you. Mirage Studio is che living
heart and headquarters of Global Symphony for a United

I'I-E'rl!. we invire tl'lﬂﬁﬂ WO WANT Do I'Il!:ll thcmwh’cs. [0 respore
balance in body, mind, and spirit, and o help create a beloved
community that truly cares for one another.

This is not another workshop or temporary rerrea.
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“With themes of resilience,
redemption and the enduring bonds
of family, A Corner of the Earth is a
heartwarming tale that will resonate
with readers of all ages,” writes the
book’s publisher, Pegasus Publishing.
“Janet Simpson-Cooke’s evocative
storytelling and rich character
development make this novel a must-
read for anyone seeking a touching
and thought-provoking narrative.”

Simpson-Cooke holds an MA in
Creative Writing and English and a
counselling diploma. She has a part-

time private counselling practice,
and her professional experience with
mental health shows up in her writing.
“Itis a story that shows the effects
of intergenerational trauma and how
important it is to address this trauma
as adults,” she told the Valley Voice
about A Corner of the Earth. “When
we understand the ‘why’ of how we
are treated as children, we reach the
first stage of letting understanding
lessen the anger and hopelessness.”
Simpson-Cooked spent nine years
living in Hills, where she raised her

daughter and published her first book,
a collection of poetry titled Future
Rivers. She now lives on Vancouver
Island.

The reading in Nakusp is
supported by National Public Reading
Program, and Simpson-Cooke has
received financial assistance from
the Canada Council and the Writers
Union of Canada.

A Corner of the Earth can be
purchased through Indigo/Chapters,
Amazon, Pegasus Publishing and
other websites.

Call to artists for O2 window exhibitions

submitted by Oxygen Art Centre

Oxygen Art Centre in Nelson
is accepting proposals from artists
and collectives for an alternative
exhibition window space entitled “02.”
Applications will be accepted until
September 27, 2026, by 12 midnight.

02 is a window and Oxygen Art
Centre’s off-site gallery. Located on
the Stanley Avenue side of the Nelson
Trading Company building (430 Baker
Street) in downtown Nelson, O2 is a
window-turned-gallery.

Since 2023, O2 has presented
exhibitions by the West Kootenay
Fibreshed Artist Collective, Rayya
Liebich, Bethany Pardoe, Michele
Dupas, and the 2025 Art Speak cohort,
to name a few.

We accept proposals from artists
and collectives at all stages in their
practices who are situated in the
Columbia Basin/West Kootenay/
Southern Interior BC region. Oxygen
Art Centre encourages applications from
BIPOC, LGBTQIA2S+, and persons

PHOTO CREDIT: BETHANY PARDOE

with disabilities.

Selected artists will be paid a
CARFAC fee for public exhibition and
amaterial honorarium. Installations will
be on view for two-month durations.

Learn about previous exhibitions
at O2 by visiting Oxygen’s website:
oxygenartcentre.org/exhibitions-
residencies/o2-window-exhibition-

space/.

Oxygen Art Centre’s main facility
is located at #3-320 Vernon Street along
the alleyway behind Baker Street in
Nelson. Admission to all events is free.

2l b o e 2 cnd MR BLre U e ol
Bethany Pardoe, The Small Earth, illustrations
printed on paper, November 28, 2025, to
January 16, 2026, 02 installation.

THANK YOU

To our wonderful community for your

outstanding support this summer

2026 season!

>
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And a special thank you to
School District #10, Arlene and crew,

the Villages and the Vancouver

Foundation
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Acclaimed Celtic guitarist Tony McManus comes to Taghum Hall

submitted

Internationally-acclaimed
Celtic guitarist Tony McManus
takes the Taghum Hall stage on
Wednesday, September 23 at 7 pm
as part of the Taghum Hall Presents
(THP) series, and West Kootenay
musicians and music-lovers are
taking note.

“This will be wonderful,” says
volunteer THP coordinator Dan
Obradovic, who recalled when
another guitar virtuoso, Pierre
Bensusan, played to a sold-out
house at Taghum Hall. “When we
have a great musician at the Hall, I

often ask for their recommendations.
Pierre said, without hesitation:
‘Tony McManus.””

McManus has been hailed by
John Renbourn as “the best Celtic
guitarist in the world,” and listed
as one of the 50 transcendental
guitarists of all time by Guitar
Player Magazine. Luthiers Paul
Reed Smith Guitars have issued a
signature guitar that bears his name.

Ranked by peers alongside
the guitar world’s all-time greats,
McManus’s original playing draws
on traditions from the entire Celtic
diaspora — Scotland, Ireland,

Brittany, Galicia, Asturias, Cape
Breton, Quebec — along with still
further-ranging flavours, such as jazz
and east European music. McManus
is increasingly acknowledged as a
pioneering figure in bridging the
realms of Celtic music and other
guitar genres.

The Taghum Hall Presents music
series has gained an avid following,
with recent shows featuring
Bensusan, Daniel Champagne, and
the Eli West Trio, among others.
A new sound system was recently
installed at Taghum Hall thanks to
support from Columbia Basin Trust

and RDCK Area F, with advice and
expertise provided by veteran sound
technicians.

“It’s a beautiful space, and
the sound is excellent,” says
Obradovic. “We’re fortunate to
have this venue for top-shelf small-
audience concerts such as this.”

Taghum Community Society,
which operates Taghum Hall, is
a non-profit society that aims
to build community through its
programming for all ages. For
tickets, information, or to sign up
for the newsletter, the place to go
is www.taghumhall.ca.

PHOTO COURTESY: TAGHUM COMMUNITY SOCIETY

Acclaimed Celtic guitarist Tony McManus
takes the stage at Taghum Hall on
September 23.

Explore metal arts at two free workshops this fall

submitted

The Metal Arts Guild of Slocan
Valley is pleased to invite members and
the public to two free workshops taking
place at the Slocan Valley Threads
Guild in Winlaw this fall.

The first workshop will be held
on Sunday September 27 from 12 to 3
pm, and will focus on metal stamping,
an easy, fun and accessible way to
add interest, decoration and story to
metalwork, and especially jewellery.

Participants will learn metal
stamping techniques through
demonstration, and will then be given
the tools to design and lay out their
projects. They will also receive the

supplies to create a pendant, bracelet
and pair of earrings, using the learned
techniques.

The second workshop — focused
on chain making — will take place
on Sunday October 25 from 12 to 3
pm. Participants will learn a variety
of chain making patterns through
demonstration, and will then be given
the supplies to create the chain(s) of
their choice from readily accessible
materials. They will also go home with
a handout of the patterns for reference.

The workshop will also feature a
demonstration of how to create chain
links from sterling silver wire, and
participants will have an opportunity

vote

FOR YOUR BOARD

ELECTIONS NOW OPEN
VOTE BY SEPTEMBER 23%°

Kootenay

weo-ops *

For details visit
www.kootenay.coop

SEPTEMBER 24™| 5:30PM
ADVENTURE HOTEL + ONLINE

to make their own chain links. Each
chain bracelet takes approximately two
to three hours to complete.

The Metal Arts Guild of Slocan
Valley is able to offer these workshops
with support from sponsors including
Columbia Basin Trust, Columbia
Kootenay Cultural Alliance,
Neighbourhood Small Grants, Osprey
Community Foundation, and the
Vancouver Foundation.

Both workshops are free and will
take place at the Slocan Valley Threads
Guild, 7112 Perrys Back Road in
Winlaw. Space is limited, so register in
advance at magslovalley @gmail.com.

register

FOR YOUR AGM

PHOTO COURTESY: METAL ARTS GUILD OF SLOCAN VALLEY
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Fre workshops on chain making and metal stamping will take place at the Slocan Valley Threads
Guild this fall.
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A Creative: Coming sp- Ape
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CAROL LADAS GASKIN

Book release party!

September 19 at 4:00
* Nelson Museum, 502 Vernon Street
* Please RSVP to shop@nelsonmuseum.ca

With a live reading &F book signing by the author.

carolladasgaskin.com
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Columbia Basin students spend 15 days traversing the Columbia River

submitted by Wildsight

For two weeks this summer, a group
of 15 students traversed the Columbia
River via the Columbia River Field
School — paddling, exploring, learning,
cooking, laughing, and sleeping beneath
the stars.

Along the way they explored
the Columbia Wetlands, learned
paddling and wilderness skills, visited
hydro dams, dug into the history and

complexities of the Columbia River
Treaty, and spent countless hours
together outside.

“This experience was the highlight
of my year,” said one participant. “This
program has taught me so much more
than I thought it would, and I’ve made
so many memories that I will remember
for the rest of my life.”

The Columbia River Field School
is a partnership between Wildsight

summer during the Columbia River Field School.

and School District 8. Students who
complete the program earn four
credits towards graduation from SD
8, transferable to other school districts
across the Columbia Basin.

This year students participated
from Kaslo and Nakusp, as well as
from elsewhere in the West Kootenay,
including Montrose, Ymir, Nelson,
Castlegar and Trail. A past participant
also joined as a student leader who
helped lead the program while learning
valuable leadership skills.

The teens shared meals, camped
together, explored new places and
learned from one another — as well as
from the many people who came to
share their knowledge of the Columbia.

In addition to nights spent
stargazing on the beach and days getting
an up-close look at an incredible beaver
complex — complete with a lodge — in
the Columbia Wetlands, the field school
also offered a chance to look deeper at
the river and the decisions that have
shaped it.

Through learning about dams and
the Columbia River Treaty, students
began to grapple with the complicated
relationship between people, water,
politics, and the Columbia’s ecosystems.

“The biggest thing for me was just

=
T
]
@
a
=
=
>
)
w
=
I
=)
Q
O
o
o
I
[

Students who complete the Columbia River Field School program eam four credits towards
graduation from SD 8, transferable to other school districts across the Columbia Basin.

realizing how much the treaty matters,”
said one student. “Something I didn’t
expect was the actual damage caused
by the dams and reservoirs. I'm most
sad about the loss of salmon.”

For some, those lessons offered an
entirely new understanding of the river,
and their own connection to it.

“I didn’t know anything about the
treaty before, but now I feel like I could
explain parts of it to someone else.”

That sense of connection extended

SLOCAN SILVER

PARTICIPATING MEMBERS
FAT GOAT PROVISIONS & COFFEE | SILVERTON BUILDING SUPPLIES
GREEN WORDS WRITING & EDITING | SILVERTON CAMP CAFE
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LAUREL TREE FABRIC AND FIBRE | SOCIETY
LEMON CREEK PIONEER | SILVERTON GENERAL STORE
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NEW DENVER HOSPICE SOCIETY | ST. STEPHEN'S ANGLICAN CHURCH
NORTH SLOCAN CLOTHING CO. | THE COTTAGE w
PEAKS & VALLEYS FITNESS | THE VALLEY VOICE
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them at any participating business
or organization listed above.
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beyond the river itself.

“Anidea that I will take away is the
responsibility for the land and water and
that we are all connected.”

Of course, not every memorable
moment came from a lesson. Some
came from simply being outside —
waking up to birdsong, watching the
sunrise, and realizing that for a little
while, this was home.

“I think I will remember this as a
trip so packed with learning that I didn’t
once want to go back home. I don’t
think there was only one memorable
moment for me but if I were to pick,
I would say waking up to the birds,
beautiful sunrise, in pretty great places,
and early mornings.”

And perhaps one of the simplest
lessons became one of the most
meaningful:

“Value others. Doesn’t matter if it’s
a person, salmon, bear, tree, or river —
that thing is the only one of those out
there, so don’t take it for granted.”

After 15 days, the students left
with new skills, new knowledge,
new friendships and, perhaps most
importantly, a new relationship with the
Columbia River.

And if the students had anything
to say about it, this is an experience
worth sharing.

“I think everyone living in BC
should have even a fraction of the
learning I got from this course. It was
amazing. [ had a great time and I hope
other people can experience it too.”

The Columbia River Field School is
supported by the Arjay R. and Frances
F. Miller Foundation, BC Hydro, the
Nakusp and Area Community Forest,
the Recreational Canoe Association of
BC, the Regional District of Central
Kootenay, School District 8, Steller Vista
Credit Union and a number of generous
donors for making the Columbia River
Field School possible.





